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debate,  Question  put: — The  House  divided;  Ayes  6  J,  Noes  97  ;  Ma- 
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SUPPLY — considered  in  Committee— Civil  Service  Estimates — 

(In  the  Committee.) 
Class  II.— Salaries  and  Expenses  of  Civil  Departments. 

(i.)  Motion  mado,  and  Question  proposed,  "That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £104,809,  be 
granted  to  Her  ISIajesty,  to  complete  the  sum  necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which 
will  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March 
1 888,  for  the  Salaries  and  Expenses  of  the  Local  Government  Board  in  Ireland, 
including  various  Grants  in  Aid  of  Local  Taxation  "  . .  . .       786 
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Class  III.— Law  and  Justice. 
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CSO  £3,630,  to  complete  the  sum   for  the  Dundrum  Criminal  Lunatic  Asylum, 
Ireland. 

Moved,  "  That  the  Chairman  do  report  the  Resolutions  to  the  House,'* — {Mr,  A,  J, 
Baffour :) — After  short  debate.  Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Class  I. — Public  Works  akd  Buildinos. 

(6.)  £1 14,662,  to  complete  the  sum  for  Public  Buildings,  Ireland.— After  debate,  Yote 
agreed  to  . ,  , .  • .  . ,       881 

Beaolutions  to  be  reported  To-morrow ;  Committee  to  sit  again  To-morrow. 

[3.30.J 
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ORDERS   OF    THE  DAY. 

UPPLT — considered  in  Committee — Civil  Sbrviob  Estimates — 

(In  the  Committee.) 
Class  III. — Law  and  Justice. 

(i.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £38,580,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum  necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which 
will  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March 
1888,  of  Criminal  Prosecutions  and  other  Law  Charges  in  Ireland,  including  cer- 
tain Allowances  under  the  Act  15  and  16  Vic.  c.  83  "  . .  . .       922 

After  long  debate,  Moved^  **  That  Item  E— £2,000,  Fees  to  Law  Officers—be  reduced 
bv  the  sum  of  £1,000," — {Mr.  Tuite ;)— After  further  short  debate,  Question  put : — 
The  Committee  divided;  Ayes  49,  Noes  116  ;  Majority  67.— (Div.  List,  No.  441.) 

[11.6  p.m.] 

After  short  debate,  Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to, 

(f .)  £47,387,  to  complete  the  sum  for  the  Supremo  Court  of  Judicature  in  Ireland. — 
After  short  debate,  Vote  agreed  to  ..  ..  ..1012 

(3.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £6,140,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum  necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which 
will  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March 
1888,  for  the  Salaries  and  Incidental  Expenses  of  the  Court  of  Bai^oruptoy  in 
Ireland'*  ..  ••  ••  ,,  ..     1018 
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Supply — Civil  Service  Estimates— Committee— (?o»i^tn?<*<f. 

After  short  debate,  Moved,  **  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £4,140,  be  granted  for  the 
said  Services,*'— (ifir.  Sexton  :)  ^  After  farther  short  debate,  Question  put: — The 
Committee  divided;  Ayes  47,  Noes  112;  Majority  66.— (Div.  List,  No.  442.) 

Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to.  [12.30  a.m.] 

(4.)  £9,266,  to  complete  the  sum  for  Registry  of  Deeds,  Ireland. 

(B-)  £73,028  (including  a  Supplementary  sum  of  £37,575),  to  complete  the  sum  for 
the  Irish  Land  Commission. — After  debate,  Vote  agreed  to  . .  •  •     1027 

(6.)  £85,000,  to  complete  the  sum  for  the  Dublin  Metropolitan  Police. 
(7.)  £83,050,  to  complete  the  sum  for  Prisons,  Ireland. — After  debate.  Vote  agreed  to    1042 
Besolutions  to  be  reported  To-morrow;  Committee   to  sit  again   upon 
Monday  next. 

Supply — Repobt — Resolutions  [Ist  September]  reported       . .  , .  1065 

First  Five  Besolutions  agreed  to. 

Sixth  Resolution  read  a  second  time. 

After  short  debate,  Amendment  proposed,  to  leave  out  "£114,662,"  in 
order  to  insert  **  111,662,"— (Ifr.  Jackson.) 

Question,  '*That  *  £114,662'  stand  part  of  the  Resolution,"  put,   and 
negatived:^''  £111,662  "  inserted. 

Resolution,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Charity  Commissioners  (Offlcers)  Bill  [Bill  362]— 

Bill,  as  amended,  considered     . .  . .  . .  . .    1066 

After  short  debate.  Bill  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Sittings  of  the  House  (Saturday) — 

Reaolvedy  That  the  Sitting  of  the  House  on  Saturday  be  held  subject  to  the  Standing 
Orders  that  regulate  the  Sitting  of  the  House  on  Wednesdays. — {Mr,  Jackson.) 

[3.15.] 
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After  debate.  Bill  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Supply — Report — Resolutions  [2nd  September]  reported      . ,  . .   1125 

First  Resolution  postponed   till   Monday    next : —Subsequent  Resolutions 
agreed  to,  [5.55.] 
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BuLEs    AND    Orders    of  the    House — Divisions— Question,  Mr.  Cobb  ; 
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First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith)  . .  . .    1144 
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0RDER8    OF    THE    DAT. 

SUPPLY — considered  in  Committee— Civil  Service  Estimates- 

(In  the  Committee.) 
Class  III. — Law  and  Justice. 

(i.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £60,854,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum  necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which 
will  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March 
1888,  for  the  Salaries,  Allowances,  and  Expenses  of  various  County  Court  Officers, 
and  of  Magistrates  in  Ireland,  and  of  the  Revising  Barristers  of  the  City  of 
Dublin"  ..  ,.  ,.  ..  ..       1146 

After  long  debate,  Question  put: — The  Committee  divided;  Ayes  109,  Noes  35; 
Majority  74.— (Div.  List,  No.  450.)  [9.40  p.m.] 

Class  IV. — Education,  Science,  and  Akt. 

(3.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £424,051,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum  necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  wluch 
will  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March 
1888,  for  the  Salaries  and  Expenses  of  the  Commissioners  of  National  Education  in 
IreLmd"  ..  .,  ..  ,,  .,       1224 

After  debate,  Vote  agreed  to. 
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(3.)  £1,115,  to  complete  the  sum  for  the  Teachers*  Pension  Office,  Ireland. 

(4.)  £420,  to  complete  the  sum  for  the  Endowed  Schools  Commissioners,  Ireland. — 
YoiQ  agreed  to      ..  ..  ..  ..  ,,       1239 

(5.)  £1,201,  to  complete  the  sum  for  the  National  Gallery  of  Ireland. 

(6.)  £8,028,  to  complete  the  sum  for  the  Queen's  Colleges,  Ireland.— After  short 
dehate,  Vote  agreed  to  . .  . .  . ,  . .  1269 

(7.)  £959,  to  complete  the  sum  for  the  Royal  Irish  Academy. 

Class  VI. — Non-Effeotive  and  Charitable  Services. 

(S.)  £1,800,  to  complete  the  sum  for  Pauper  Lunatics^  Ireland. 

(9.)  £6,658,  to  complete  the  sum  for  Hospitals  and  Infirmaries,  Ireland. 

(10.)  £1,535,  to  complete  the  sum  for  Miscellaneous  Charitable  and  other  Allowances, 
Ireland. 

Class  I. — Public  Works  and  Buildings. 

(11.)  £2,230,  for  Royal  University  (Ireland)  Buildings.— After  short  dehate,  Vote 

agreed  to  ..  ..  .,  .,  ..       1270 

Class  Vli. — Miscellaneous. 

(12.)  £50,000,  for  Public  Works  and  Industries  (Ireland)  (Special  Grant). 
BesolutioQS  to  be  reported  To-morrow  ;  Committee  to  sit  again  To-morrow, 

Labourers'  Allotments  Bill  [Bill  329]— 

Bill,  as  amended,  eontidered    . .  : .  •  •  . .   1271 

After  debate,  Moved,  **  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  the  third  time," — {Mr. 
Ritchie :) — Question  put,  and  agreed  to  : — Bill  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

Deeds  of  Arrangement  (No.  2)  Bill  [Lords^  [Bill  881]— 

Order  for  Committee  read  : — Moved,  **That  Mr.  Speaker  do  now  leave 
the  Chair," — {Mr.  Attorney  General)         . .  . .  . .   1326 

After  short  debate.  Question  put,  and  agreed  to  : — Bill  considered  in  Com- 
mittee : — Committee  report  Progress;  to  sit  again  To-morrow. 

Sheriffs  (Consolidation)  Bill  [Lords']  [Bill  262]— 

Order  for  Committee  read: — Moved,  "That  Mr.  Speaker  do  now  leave 
theChsdr,^^— {Mr.  Attorney  General)         ..  ..  ,.   1332 

Moved,  **That  the  Debate  be  now  adjourned," — (3/r.  Conyheare  :)— Ques- 
tion put: — The  House  divided;  Ayes  25,  Noes  79;  Majority  54. — 
(Div.  List,  No.  455.)  [4.5  a.m.] 

Original  Question  again  proposed: — Moved,  "That  this  House  do  now 
adjourn," — {Mr.  Sexton:)  —  After  short  debate,  Motion,  by  leave, 
icithdrawn. 

Original  Question  again  proposed  :  — Debate  adjourned  till  To-morrow. 

Technical  Schools  (Scotland)  Bill  [BiU  358]— 

Bill  considered  in  Committee  [Progress  29th  August"]  , .  , .   1332 

Committee  report  Progress  ;  to  sit  again  To-morrow. 

MOTION. 


Vacant  Grounds  (Naisanoes  Prevention)  WiHX— Ordered  {Mr.  Lawson,  Mr.  Hunt, 

Mr,  Howell,  Mr.  James  Rowlands) ;  presented,  and  read  the  first  time  [Bill  388]     ..       13  33 

[4.30  A.M.] 
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Eling-Harman)  ..  ..  ..  ..    1351 

Army  Medical  Service  (India)— Half-Staff  Allowances— Question, 
Sir  Walter  Foster  ;  Answer,  The  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  (Sir  James  Fergusson)  . .  . .  . .    1352 

Grime  and  Outrage  (Ireland) — Major  Lidwell,  Dromard  House,  Co. 
Tipperary — Question,  Mr.  Sexton  ;  Answer,  The  Parliamentary  Under 
Secretary  for  Ireland  (Colonel  King-Harman)  . ,  , ,   1352 

Eegistbation  of  Voters  (Ireland) — Eemunebation  of  Union  Clerks — 
Question,  Mr.  W.  A.  Macdonald ;  Answer,  The  Secretary  to  the  Trea- 
sury (Mr.  Jackson)  ..  ..  ..  ,.1353 

Criminal  Law  and  Procedure  (Ireland)  Act,  1887 — **  Boycotting" 
IN  the  Queen's  County — Question,  Mr.  W.  A.  Macdonald ;  Answer, 
The  Parliamentary  Under  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Colonel  King- 
Harman)         ••  ..  ..  ..  ..   1354 

Post  Office— House  of  Commons — Ee-direction  of  Letters — Questions, 
Mr.  W.  A.  Macdonald;  Answers,  The  Postmaster  General  (Mr. 
Eaikes)  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..   1354 

Ireland — Horse  Breeding —Winners  at  the  Eoyal  Dublin  Society's 
Show — Question,  Mr.  Hayden  ;  Answer,  The  Parliamentary  Under 
Secretary  for  Ireland  (Colonel  King-Harman)  . .  . .   1356 

Post    Office    (Ireland) — Day    Mails    from    Drumsna — Question,    Mr. 

Tuite  ;  Answer,  The  Postmaster  General  (Mr.  Eaikes)  . .  . ,    1356 

Admiralty— Dockyards — Discharge  of  Workmen  at  Devonport  Dock- 
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Admiralty  (Ships,  &c.) — Ships  Built  by  Contract — Refusal  of  the 
**  Australia"  and  others — Questioo,  Sir  John  Puleston  ;  Answer, 
The  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  (Lord  George  Hamilton)  . .    1357 

EoTAL  Irish  Constabulary — Charge  against  the  Sergeant  of  Police 
Station  at  Pike,  Ballinoarry,  Co.  Tipperary — Questions,  Mr. 
Gilhooly,  Mr.  Sexton ;  Answers,  The  Parliamentary  Under  Secretary 
for  Ireland  (Colonel  KiDg-Harman)  ..  ..  ..    1358 

Tithe  Commutation  Acts — Incidence  of  Charge— Question,  Mr.  Howell ; 

Answer,  The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith)  . .    1359 

Business  of  the  House — East  India  Eevenub  Accounts— The  Annual 
Financial  Statement — Questions,  Mr.  Bradlaugh,  General  Sir  George 
Balfour;  Answers,  The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith)  1360 

Irregular  Questions — Question,   Sir  John  Puleston ;    Observation,  Mr. 

Speaker  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .    1 360 

Theatres- Official  Surveys  —  Burning  of  the  Exeter  Theatre  — 
Questions,  Sir  John  Puleston,  Dr.  Tanner ;  Answers,  The  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Homo  Department  (Mr.  Matthews)  ..  ..    1360 

BoTAL  Irish  Constabulary  —  Alleged  Brutality  at  Ballinasloe — 
Questions,  Mr.  Harris,  Mr.  Sexton  ;  Answers,  The  Chief  Secretary  for 
Ireland  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour)  . .  . .  . .    1362 

Business  of  the  House— Superannuation  Acts  Amendment  Bill  — 
Question,  Mr.  Pickersgill;  Answer,  The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
(Mr.  W.  H.  Smith)  ..  ..  ..  ..1363 

Criminal  Law  and  Procedure  (Ireland)  Act,  1887 — The  Proclaimed 
Meeting  in  Clare— Questions,  Sir  Wilfrid  Lawson,  Mr.  E.  Robertson, 
Mr.  R.  T.  Eeid  ;  Answers,  The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  (Mr.  W.  H. 
Smith),  The  Attorney  General  for  Ireland  (Mr.  Gibson),  The  Chief 
Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour)  .,  ..    1364 
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SUPPLY — considered  in  Committee — Civil  Service  Estimates — 

(In  the  Committee.) 
Class  I. — Public  Works  and  Buildings. 

(i.)  £441,500  (including  a  Supplementary  sum  of  £256,000),  to  complete  the  sum 
for  Distumpiked  and  Main  Roads,  England  and  Wales.— After  short  debate,  Vote 
agreed  to  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..     1365 

(2.)  £60,000  (including  a  Supplementary  sum  of  £35,000),  to  complete  the  sum  for 
Distumpiked  and  other  Roads,  Scotland. — After  short  debate,  Vote  agreed  to        . .     1366 

Class  IV. — Education,  Science,   and  Art. 

(3.)  £213,392,  to  complete  the  sum  for  Public  Education,  Scotland. —After  debate, 
Vote  agreed  to         . ,  . .  . ,  . ,  . .     1367 

(4.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £12,018,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum  necessary  to  defray  the  Charge 
which  will  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of 
March  1888,  for  Qrants  to  Scottish  Universities  *'  . .  . .     1399 

Moved^  ''That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £11,018,  bo  granted  for  the  said  Services," — 
(Mr,  Hunter  :)—ktie:T  short  debate.  Question  put: — The  Committee  divided ; 
Ayes  31,  Noes  105  ;  Majority  74.— (Div.  List,  No.  456.) 

Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to, 

(5.)  £1,300,  to  complete  the  sum  for  the  National  Gallery,  &c.  Sootland.— After 
short  debate,  Vote  agreed  to  ..  . .  . .     1403 
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Class  V. — Foreign  and  Colonial  Services. 

(6.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £14,416,  be 
granted  to  Her  ISIajesty,  to  complete  the  sum  necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which 
will  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the  3l8t  day  of  March 
1888,  in  aid  of  Colonial  Local  Revenue,  and  for  the  Salaries  and  Allowances  of 
Governors,  &c.,  and  for  other  Charges  connected  with  the  Colonies,  including 
Expenses  incurred  under  *  The  Pacific  Islanders  Protection  Act,  1875  * '"  ..     1404 

Moved,  "  That  Item  A — West  Coast  of  Africa  Steamer — be  reduced  by  the  sum  of 
£1,500," — {Sir  George  Cawpbell :) — After  short  debate,  Motion,  by  leave,  with' 
drawn. 

Original  Question  ag^in  proposed    . .  . .  . .  . .     1406 

Moved,  **  ITiat  Item  C—Heligoland— be  reduced  by  £1,000,*'— ^Dr.  Tanner  :)  — 
After  short  debate.  Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Original  Question  again  proposed    . .  . .  . .  . .     1409 

Moved,  "That  the  Item  M.  1— Salaries — ^be  reduced  by  £250,'* — {Sir  George 
Campbell :) — After  short  debate,  Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Original  Question  again  proposed    ..  ....  ••     1427 

After  short  debate,  Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

(7.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  ''That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £48,180,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum  necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which 
will  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March 
1888,  for  certain  Charges  connected  with  the  Orange  River  Territory,  the  Trans- 
vaal, Zululand,  Bechuanaland,  the  Island  of  St.  Helena,  and  the  High  Commis- 
sioner for  South  Africa "  ..  ..  :  ..     1431 

After  short  debate.  Moved,  "  That  Item  B— for  Salaries— be  reduced  by  £2,090,"— 
(Sir  George  Campbell ;)— After  further  short  debate,  Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Original  Question  again  proposed    . .  . .  . .  •  •     1432 

Moved,  "That  Item  B— Salaries,  Transvaal— be  reduced  by  £326,  Compensation  to 
Sir  Theophilus  Shepstone,"—  (Sir  George  Campbell :) — After  short  debate.  Motion, 
by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Original  Question  again  proposed    . .  .  •  . .  . .     1434 

Movedf  *'  That  Item  C— Salary,  Zululand— be  reduced  by  £150,  part  of  the  Allow- 
ance to  the  Governor  of  Natal,  as  Special  Commissioner  in  Zululand,"— (^I'r  George 
Campbell ;)— After  short  dabate,  Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Original  Question  again  proposed    ..  ..  ..  ..     1442 

Moved,  *'That  Item  E— Grant  in  Aid,  British  Bechuanaland  —  be  reduced  by 
£40,000," — (Sir  George  Campbell :) — After  short  debate.  Motion,  by  leave,  with' 
drawn. 

Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

(8.)  £1,000,  to  complete  the  sum  for  Cyprus,  Grant  in  Aid.— After  short  debate, 
\oie  agreed  to        ..  ..  ..  ,.  ..     1450 

Class  VI. — Non- Effective  and  Charitable  Services. 

(9.)  £246,082,  to  complete  the  sum  for  Superannuations  and  Retired  Allowances. — 
After  short  debate,  Vote  agreed  to  .  •  . .  . .     1454 

(10.)  £11,800,  to  complete  the  sum  for  Merchant  Seamen's  Fund  Pensions,  Ac. 

(11.)  £470,000,  to  complete  the  sum  for  Pauper  Lunatics,  England. 

(12.)  £19,500,  to  complete  the  sum  for  Paupsr  Lunatics,  Scotland. 

(13.)  £1,259,  to  complete  the  sum  for  Savings  Banks  and  Friendly  Societies 
Deficiency. 

(14.]  £982,  to  complete  the  sum  for  Miscellaneous  Charitable  and  other  Allowances, 
Great  Britain.  —After  short  debate,  Vote  agreed  to  . .  . .     1464 

Class  VII. — Miscellaneous. 

(15.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £19,055,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum  necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which 
will  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the  3l8t  day  of  March 
1888,  for  the  Salaries  and  Incidental  Expenses  of  Temporary  Commissions  and 
Committees,  including  Special  Inquiries "  . .  . .  . .     1456 

After  debate.  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

(16.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  *'  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £1,804,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum  necessary  to  defray  the  Charge 
which  will  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the  ye  ir  ending  on  the  3l8t  day  of 
March  1888,  for  certaim  MiBoeilaneous  Expenses  "  ••  ••     1474 
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Supply — Civil  Service  Estimates — ComxmiiQQ— continued. 

Moved,  "That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £804,  be  granted  for  the  said  Services,*' — 
(Mr.  Conybeare  :) — After  short  debate,  Question  put: — The  Committee  divided; 
Ayes  23,  Noes  116 ;  Majority  93.— (Div.  List,  No.  457.) 

Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

(17.)  £60,  to  complete  the  sum  for  the  Adelaide  Exhibition. 

Revenue  Departments. 

(18.)  £651,848,  to  complete  the  sum  for  Customs. — After  short  debate.  Vote  agreed  to     1484 

(19.)  £1,413,879,  to  complete  the  sum  for  Inland  Revenue.— After  short  debate,  Vote 
agreed  to  ..  ••  ..  ••  ..     1487 

Class  I. — Public  Wokks  and  Buildings. 

(20.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  ^'That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £8.500,  be 
{i^anted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come  in  course  of  payment 
during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March  1888,  in  respect  to  the  preparation 
of  Plans  for  the  Erection  of  New  Offices  for  the  Admiralty  and  War  Depart- 
ments''  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..      1488 

Moved,  **  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £i,500,  be  granted  for  the  said  Services,*' — {Mr. 
Dilltoyn  :) — ^After  short  debate.  Motion,  by  leave,  toithdrawn. 

Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

(21.)  £4,000,  to  complete  the  sum  for  the  Einburgh  University  Buildings. 

Class  IV. — Education,  Science,  and  Art. 

(22.)  £2,000,  to  complete  the  sum  for  the  Victoria  University. — Vote  agreed  to        ..      1493 

Class  VII. — Miscellaneous. 

(23.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  *'  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £6,069,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come  in  course  of  payment 
during  the  ^ear  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March  1888,  for  repaying  to  the  Civil 
Contingencies  Fund  certain  Miscellaneous  Advances  "  . .  . .      1493 

Moved,  "That  a  sura,  not  exceeding  £2,620,  be  granted  for  the  said  Services,** — (Mr. 
Cofiy^^ar^ ;) —After  short  debate,  Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Original  Question  again  proposed     . .  . .  • .  •  •     1 502 

Moved,  **  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £5,289,  be  granted  for  the  said  Services," — (Mr. 
Conybeare:) — Question  put :— The  Committee  divided;  Ayes  21,  Noes  118;  Ma- 
jority 97.— (Div.  List,  No.  468.) 

Original  Question  again  proposed     . .  . .  . .  . .     1 502 

After  short  debate.  Moved,  "That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £5,869,  be  granted  for  the 
said  Services,'* — (Mr.  Sexton:) — Question  put: — The  Committee  divided;  Ayes 
15,  Noes  117  ;  Majority  102.— ^Div.  List,  No.  459). 

Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

BesolutioDs  to  be  reported  To-morrow ;  Committee  to  sit  again  To-morrow. 

Supply — Beport — Resolutions  [5th  September]  reported     . .  . .    1 504 

First  Eleven  Eesolutions  agreed  to, 

(12.)  £50,000  (Execution  of  certain  Public  Works,  and  the  promotion  of  certain 
Industries  in  Ireland.) 

Moved,  **  That  this  House  doth  agree  with  the  Committee  in  the  said 
Resolution :  " — After  short  debate,  Moved,  **  That  the  Question  be  now 
put," — (J/r.  W,  H.  iSwtVA;)— Question  put  accordingly: — The  House 
divided:  Ajes  116,  Noes  16  ;  Majority  100.— (Div.  List,  No.  460.) 

Question  put,  ''  That  this  House  doth  agree  with  the  Committee  in  the 
said  Resolution :  " — The  House  divided;  Ayes  115,  Noes  16  ;  Majority 
99.— (Div.  List,  No.  461.) 

.    Besolution  agreed,  to. 
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Supply— Eepoiit — Postponed  Resolution  [2ad  September]  again  read      . .   1511 

(i.)  £38,508  (Criminal  Prosecutions  and  other  Law  Charges  in  Ireland,  including 
certain  Allowances  under  the  Act  15  and  16  Vic.  c.  83.) 

Mored,  **That  this  House  doth  agree  with  the  Committee  in  the  said 
Resolution  :  " — After  short  debate,  Question  put : — The  House  divided; 
Ayes  114,  Noes  15  ;  Majority  99.— (Div.  List,  No.  462.) 

Resolution  agreed  to. 

Deeds  of  Arrangement  (No.  2)  Bill  \_Lard8]  [Bill  381]— 

Bill  contidered  in  Committee  \_rrogre88  5th  September^         . .  . .    1514 

After  short  time  spent  therein.  Committee  report  Progress;  to  sit  again 
To-morrotp. 

Bankruptcy  (Discharge  and  Closure)  Bill^[Bill  327]— 

Bill  considered  in  Committee    ..  ..  ..  .,1517 

Committee  report  Progress  ;  to  sit  again  on  Thursday, 

Merchant  Shipping  (Miscellaneous)  Bill  [Bill  348]— 

Bill  (?o««iWer*i  in  Committee    ..  ..  ..  ..1518 

After  short  time  spent  therein,  Bill  reported  ;  as  amended,  to  be  considered 
To  morrow.  [4.50  a.m.] 

LOEDS,  WEDNESDAY,  SEPTEMBER  7. 
Coal  Mines,  &c.  Regulation  Bill  (No.  251)— 

Moved,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2%"— (!%<?  Viscount  Grots)  . .    1522 

After  short  debate,  Motion  agreed  to  :^Bill  read  2»  accordingly,  aad  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  To-morrow. 

Labourers'  Allotments  Bill  (No.  252)— 

Moved,  **  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2^,'*— {The  Viscount  Cross)  . .    1524 

After  short  debate,  Motion  agreed  to ;  Bill  read  2*  accordingly,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  To-morrow. 

Truck  Bill- 
Commons  Amendment  to  one  of  the  Lords  Amendments,  and  Reasons 
for  disagreeing  to  certain  of  the  Lords  Amendments,  and  Commons 
consequential  Amendment  considered         . .  . .  . .   1532 

Commons  Amendments  agreed  to;  certain  of  the  Amendments  to  which 
the  Commons  haye  disagreed  not  insisted  on ;  some  insisted  on,  and  a 
consequential  Amendment  made  to  the  Bill: — A  Committee  appointed 
to  prepare  Eeasons  to  be  offered  to  the  Commons  for  the  Lords  insist- 
ing on  certain  of  their  Amendments ;  the  Committee  to  meet  forthwith. 

Eeport  from  the  Committee  of  the  Beasons  to  be  offered  to  the  Commons 
for  the  Lords  insisting  on  certain  of  their  Amendments  ;  read,  and 
agreed  to ;  and  a  message  sent  to  the  Commons  to  return  the  said  Bill 
with  an  Amendment  and  Beasons.  [5.30.] 

COMMONS,  WEDNESDAY,  SEPTEMBER  7. 
ORDER    OF    THE    DAY. 

SVPTLY—eonsidered  in  Committee— Navy  Estimates — 

(In  the  Committee.) 

(i.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £1,207,000, 
oe  granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  defray  the  Expense  of  Naval  Stores  lor  Building, 
Repairing,  and  Outfitting  the  Fleet  and  Coast  Guard,  which  will  come  in  course  of 
payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the  3 1st  day  of  March  1888  "  , ,     1534 
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Supply — Navy  Estimates— Committee— coM^mK^t/. 

Moved,  "That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £1,202,000,  be  granted  for  the  said  Services," — 
(Mr.  Shaw  L'tfevre  ;)— After  debate,  Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Original  Question  again  proposed     . .  . .  . .  . .      1562 

Moved,  **That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £1,206,000,  be  granted  for  the  said  Services,*' 
(Mr,  Mason  :) — After  short  debate,  Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Original  Question  again  proposed     ..  ••  ..  ..      1568 

After  short  debate,  Moved^  ••  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £1,202,000,  be  granted  for 
the  said  Services,'*— (5/r  George  Campbell :)— After  further  short  debate.  Motion, 
by  leave,  withdrawn . 

Original  Question  again  proposed     ..  ..  ..  ..     1573 

After  short  debate,  Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to, 

(2.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  **  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £1,911,000, 
be  granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  defray  the  Expense  of  Machinery  and  Ships  built  by 
Contract,  which  will  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the 
3l8t  day  of  March  1888  *'  ..  ..  ..  ..      1578 

Moved,  "That  Item  N— Royal  Reserve  of  Merchant  Cruisers — be  reduced  by  the 
sum  of  £10,000,"— (Ca/?/ai/»  Colomh  :) — After  short  debate,  Motion,  by  leave, 
withdrawn. 

Original  Question  again  proposed    . .  . .  . .  . .      1598 

After  short  debate,  Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

(3.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  *' That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £211,300, 
bo  granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  defray  the  Expenses  of  the  Admiralty  Office,  which 
will  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March 
1888"  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..      1599 

After  short  debate,  Moved,  "  That  Item  A — Salaries— be  reduced  by  £1,000," — (Dr. 
Tanner  ;)— After  further  short  debate.  Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Original  Question  again  proposed      ..  ..  ..  ..     1607 

After  short  debate.  Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

(4.)  £204,900,  for  the  Coast  Guard  Service  and  Royal  Naval  Reserves,  &c. — After 

short  debate.  Vote  o^r^tfrf /o  .,  ..  .  .,      1609 

(5.)  £108,800,  for  the  Scientific  Branch. 

Hesolutions  to  be  reported. 

Motion  made,  andjQuestion  proposed,  "That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £553,300,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  defray  the  Expense  of  New  Works,  Buildings,  Yard 
]VIachinery  and  Repairs,  which  will  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the  year 
ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March  1888  "  . .  . .  . .     1616 

After  short  debate.  Moved,  "That  Item  A  be  reduced  by  the  sum  of  £1,000,  Works 
at  Haulbowline,"— (/;r.  TaMW^r ;)— Question  put :— The  Committee  divided; 
Ayes  24,  Noes  94 ;  Majority  70.— (Div.  List,  No.  464.)  [5.40  p.m.] 

It  being  a  quarter  of  an  hour  before  Six  of  the  clock,  the  Chairman  left  the  Chair  to 
report  Progress. 

Resolutions  to  be  reported  To-morrow  :  Committee  also  report  Progress  ; 
to  sit  again  To-morroto, 

Q  UE8TI0N. 


Teohnicax  Schools  (Scotland)  Bill— Question,  Mr.  Mason ;  Answer,  The 

First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith)  . .  . .   1622 

[5.50.] 

LORDS,  THURSDAY,  SEPTEMBER  8. 

Abmy— Supply  of  Horses  for  Military  Purposes— Question,  Lord 
Clinton;  Answer,  The  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War  (Lord 
Harris)  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..   1623 

Coal  Mines,  &c.  Regulation  Bill  (No.  251)— 

House  in  Committee  (according  to  order)     . .  , ,  , .   1627 

Amendments  made;  the  Report  thereof  to  be  received  To-morrow^  and 
Standing  Order  No.  XXXV.  to  be  considered  in  order  to  its  being  dis- 
pensed with. 
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Labourers'  Allotments  Bill  (No.  252)^ 

Moved  J  **  That  the  House  do  now  resolve  itself  into  Committee  upon  the 
sa,id  BiWy'* ^{The  Viscount  Cross)  ..  ..  ..    1632 

After  short  debate,  Motion  agreed  to ;  House  in  Committee  accordingly  : 
Bill  reported^  without  Amendments,  and  to  be  read  3*  To-morrow, 

Tramways  (War  Department)  Bill  (No.  255)— 

House  in  Committee  (according  to  order)     . .  . .  ,,   1634 

Bill  reported  without  Amendment ;  and  to  be  read  3*  To-morrow. 

Women's  Suflfragre  Bill— 

Ifovedf  '*  That  the  Bill  be  not  further  inserted  in  the  list  of  Bills  in 

progress  printed   with  the  Minutes  of  this  House," — (^The  Duke  of 

Buckingham  and  Chandos)      . .  . .  . .  . .    1635 

After  short  debate,  Motion  agreed  to. 

Government  of  Malta — Question,  Earl  De  La  Warr ;  Answer,  The  Under 

Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  (The  Earl  of  Onslow)  . .    1637 

Agricultural  Depression — Petion  presented,  Earl  De  La  Warr  . .    1638 

Petition  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table.  [6-0.] 

COMMONS,  THUESDAY,  SEPTEMBER  8. 
QUESTIONS. 

Board  of  Trade  (Railway  Department)— Level  Crossings — Questions, 
Mr.  H.  Gardner ;  Answers,  The  Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Trade 
(Baron  Henry  De  Worms)  . .  . .  . .  . .    1640 

National  Education  (Ireland) — Mr.  Quinn,  Head  Master  of  the 
National  School,  Tandragee  —  Question,  Sir  James  Corry ;  Answer, 
The  Parliamentary  Under  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Colonel  King- 
Harman)         ..  ..  ..  ..  ..1641 

Irish  Land  Commission — The  "  Blue  Books  " — Leaseholders'  Rent 
Fixtures— Question,  Mr.  D.  Sullivan ;  Answer,  The  Parliamentary 
Under  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Colonel  King-Harman)     . .  , ,   1641 

Land  Commission  Courts— Production  of  Certificates  of  Valuation — 
Question,  Mr.  D.  Sullivan ;  ANswer,  The  Parliamentary  Under  Secre- 
tary for  Ireland  (Colonel  King-Harman)   . .  . .  . .   1641 

Royal  Irish  Constabulary — "The  Queen  v,  Sub-Inspector  Somervillb 
AND  Constable  Ward  " — Question,  Mr.  Blane ;  Answer,  The  Attorney 
General  for  Ireland  (Mr.  Gibson)  . .  . .  . .   1642 

Board  of  Works— Stowmarket   County   Court — Question,   Mr.   Blane; 

Answer,  The  First  Commissioner  of  Works  (Mr.  Plunkei)  . .   1643 

Morocco — The  Slave  Trade — Question,  Dr.  Tanner ;  Answer,  The  Under 

Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  (Sir  James  Fergusson)  . .   1643 

Metropolitan  Board  of  Works — Dangerous  Condition  of  the  Church 
OF  St.  Mary-le-Strand — Questions,  Sir  George  Campbell ;  Answers, 
Mr.  Tatton  Egerton  . .  . .  . .  . .    1644 

Burial  Acts  —  Proposed  Cemeteries  in  East  Ham — Questions,  Major 
Banes;  Answers,  The  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Department 
(Mr.  Matthews)  . .  . .  . .  . .   1645 

South  Africa  —  Annexation  of  Zululand  —  Question,  Commander 
Bethell ;  Answer,  The  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  (Sir  Henry 
Holland)  . .  . .  .  . .   1645 

War  Office  (Ordnance  Department)— Issue  of  Defective  Ammunition 
Pouches— Question,  General  Fraser;  Answer,  The  Surveyor  General 
of  Ordnance  (Mr.  Northcote)  . .  . .  .  •   1646 
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War  Office  (Auxiliary  Forces) — Militia  Valise  Equipment — Ques- 
tion, General  Fraeer ;  Answer,  The  Surveyor  General  of  Ordnance 
(Mr.  Northcote)  ..  ..  ..  ..1647 

Scotland  —  Emigration    from    the    Highlands* —  Questions,    Mr.    A. 

Sutherland  ;  Answers,  The  Lord  Advocate  (Mr.  J.  H.  A.  Macdonald)      1647 

"War  Office — Ridingmasters  and  Quartermasters — Promotion  from 
THE  Ranks — Question,  Mr.  Bradlaugh ;  Answer,  The  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  (Mr.  E.  Stanhope)  . .  . .  . .    1648 

Poor  Law  (Ireland) —Relieving  Officers  of  the  Belfast  Poor  Law 
Union— Question,  Mr.  Sexton ;  Answer,  The  Parliamentary  Under 
Secretary  for  Ireland  (Colonel  King- Harm  an)  . .  . .    1649 

The   Currency — The    New   Coinage — Question,  Mr.  Dillwyn;    Answer, 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  (Mr.  Goschen)  .,  ..    1649 

Excise — The  Tobacco  Duties — Excess  of  Moisture — Questions,  Mr. 
Nolan,  Mr.  Sexton;  Answers,  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  (Mr. 
Goschen)         , .  . .  . .  . .  . .   1650 

The  Thames  Conservancy  Board— Representation  in  this  House — 
Question,  Mr.  Gedge ;  Answer,  The  Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Trade 
(Baron  Henry  De  Worms)  . .  . .  . .  •  •   1651 

Royal  Irish  Constabulary — Removal  of  a  Banner,  Cappamore,  Co. 
Limerick  —  Question,  Mr.  Finucane ;  Answer,  The  Parliamentary 
Under  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Colonel  King-Harmau)    . .  . ,    1651 

Army  —  Military  Colleges  and  Asylums  (Ireland)  —  Comparativb 
Salaries— Question,  Mr.  Sexton ;  Answer,  The  Financial  Secretary, 
War  Department  (Mr.  Brodrick)  . .  . .  . .    1 652 

Inland    Revenue    Department — Assistants   of    Excise— Question,    Mr. 

Sexton ;  Answer,  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  (Mr.  Goschen)     . .    1653 

Prisons  (England  and  Wales) — Lady  Visitors  to  Female  Prisoners — 
Question,  Sir  Richard  Temple ;  Answer,  The  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
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Answer,  The  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  (Lord  George  Hamilton)     . .    1655 

North  Sea  Fisheries— The  Protection  Cruisers— Question,  Sir  Savile 
Crossley;  Answer,  The  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  (Lord  George 
Hamilton)       ..  ..  ..  ..  ..   1655 

North  Sea  Fisheries— Damages  by  Belgian  Trawlers— Question,  Sir 
Savile  Crossley ;  Answer,  The  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  (Sir  James  Fergusson)  . .  . .  . .    1656 

North  Sea  Fisheries  —  The  Ostend  Rioters  —  Question,  Sir  Savile 
Crossley ;  Answer,  The  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs 
(Sir  James  Fergusson)         ..  ..  ..  ..   1656 

India  (Bombay) — Charges  against  Mr.  G.  H.  D.  Wilson,  of  the 
Covenanted  Civil  Service — Questions,  Mr.  Pickersgill ;  Answers, 
The  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  (Sir  James  Fer- 
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Crime  and  Outrage  (Ireland) — Attack  on  a  Train,  Killylea  Station, 
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The  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  (Sir  James  Fer- 
gusson) , .  . .  . .  . .  . .   1661 
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ORDERS   OF    THE  DAT. 

SJJ'P'PLY^-eomid^ed  in  Committee— Navy  Estimates— 

(In  the  Committee.) 

(i.)  £553,300,  New  Works,  Buildings,  Yard  Machinery,  and  Repairs. 

(2.)  £56,100,  Medicines  and  Medical  Stores. — After  short  debate.  Vote  «^e^  to      ,,     1674 

(3.)  £11,500,  Martial  Law,  &c. 

(4.)  Motion  made,  and  Qaestion  proposed,  **  That  a  sum,  not  exceedin^^  £186,100. 
be  granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  defray  the  Expense  of  yarious  MisceUaneooi 
Services,  which  will  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the 
31st  day  of  March  1888  *'  . .  . .  . .  . .     1678 

After  short  debate,  Moved,  **  That  Item  Z^Miscellaneous  Payments  and  Allowances 
— be  reduced  by  the  sum  of  £3,000,'*— (ifr.  Conybeare  :)—AiteT  further  short 
debate.  Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

{$.)  £801,400,  Half-Pay,  Reserved  Half-Pay,  and  Retired  Pay  to  Officers  of  the 
Navy  and  Marines. — After  short  debate.  Vote  agreed  to  ••  . .     1693 

(6.)  Motion  made,,  and  Question  proposed,  **  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £906,800, 
be  granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  defray  the  Expense  of  Military  Pensions  and 
Allowances,  which  will  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the 
3l8t  day  of  March  1888'*  ..  ..  ..  ..      1697 

Moved,  *'  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £905,000,  be  granted  for  the  said  Services," — 
{Mr,  Sexton  ;)— After  short  debate,  Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Original  Question  again  proposed  ..  ..  ••  ••     1704 

Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

(7.)  £328,800,  Civil  Pensions  and  Allowances. 

(8.)  £165,100,  Extra  Estimate  for  Services  not  Naval. — Freight,  Ac.  on  account  of 
the  Army  Department.— After  short  debate,  Vote  agreed  to  .,  . ,     1705 

Abmy  Estimates. 

(9.)  £268,100,  War  Office.— After  debate.  Vote  agreed  to                . .  . .  1708 

(10.)  £76,000,  Yeomanry  Cavalry. — After  short  debate,  Vote  agreed  to  . ,  1737 

(11.)  £655,000,  Volunteer  Corps. 

(12.)  £448,000,  Army  Reserve  Force. — After  short  debate,  Vote  agreed  to  ,,  I737 

(13.)  £542,700,  Commissariat,  Transport,  and  Ordnance  Store  Establishments.— 
After  short  debate.  Vote  agreed  to  ,.  . .  . ,  . .     1743 

(14.)  £830,000,  Clothing  Estabh'shments,  Services,  and  Supplies. 

(15.)  £2,943,500,  Supply,  Manufacture,  and  Repair  of  Warlike  Stores.— After  short 
dtibaie,  Yote  agreed  to  .,  ••  .,  .,     I745 

(16.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  **  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £862,300,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  defray  the  Charge  for  superintending  Establishment 
of,  and  Expenditure  for.  Engineering  Works,  Buildings,  and  Repairs,  at  Home 
and  Abroad,  which  will  come  in  course  of  payment  dunng  the  year  ending  on  the 
31stday  of  March  1888"  ...  ..  ,,  ..     1747 

Moved,  ''That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £855,900,  be  granted  for  the  said  Services," — 
(Mr.  Shaw  Le/evre  ;)— After  short  debate,  Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

(17.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £130,600, 
be  granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  defray  the  Charge  for  Establishments  for  Military 
Education,  which  will  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  endina:  on  the 
31st  day  of  March  1888 "  ..  ..  ....     1759 

Moved,  **  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £130,350,  be  granted  for  the  said  Services,*'— 
{Mr.  Sexton ;)— After  short  debate,  Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Original  Question  again  proposed     ..  ••  .«  ..1761 

After  short  debate.  Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

(18.)  £48,200,  Miscellaneous  Effective  Services.  ~ After  short  debate.  Vote  agreed  to      1766 

(19.)  £16,800,  Rewards  for  Distinguished  Services. 

(«o.)  £76,000,  Half.Pay. 

(a I.)  £127,600,  Widows' Pensions,  &c. 
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Supply^  A&MT  Estiicatbs— Committee— 09fi6'#iMMf. 

(3S.)  £15,200,  Pennone  f or  Wounda. 

(13.)  £31,400,  Chelsea  and  Eilmainham  Hospitals. — ^Yote  agreed  to  ..     1766 

(24.)  £1,368,300,  Oat-Pensions.— After  short  debate,  Vote  agreed  to  ••     1767 

(35.)  £183,300,  Superannuation  Allowances. 

(s6.)  £47,100,  Retired  Allowances,  &c.  to  Officers  of  the  Militia,  Yeomanry,  and 
Volunteer  Forces. 

Besolutions  to  be  reported  To-morrow. 

WAYS  AND  UEANS^eonsidered  in  Oommittee— 

(In  the  Oommittee.) 

Moved,  *'  That,  towards  making  good  the  Supply  granted  to  Her  Majesty  for  the 
service  of  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March  1888,  the  sum  of  £34,242,209  be 
granted  out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund  of  the  United  Kingdom  "      •  •  •  •    1 769 

After  short  debate,  Question  put,  and  agreed  to: — Besolution  to  be 
reported  To-morrow, 

Supply — ^Navy  Estimates— Report — 

Besolutions  [7th  September]  reported  . .  , ,  . .   1770 

First  Three  Besolutions  agreed  to. 

Fourth  Besolution  read  a  second  time : — After  short  debate,  Besolution 
agreed  to, 

Bemaining  Besolution  agreed  to. 

Supply — Oitil  Serviob  Estimates — ^Bbport — 

Besolutions  [6th  September]  nrpor^i  .,  .,  ,,   1770 

First  Eight  Besolutions  agreed  to. 

Ninth  Besolution  read  a  second  time  . .  , .  .  •   1771 

Amendment  proposed,  to  leave  out ''  £246,082,"  and  insert  "  £246,023," 
— {Mr,  Arthur  0^ Connor,) 

Question  proposed,  ''  That  *  £246,082 '  stand  part  of  the  Besolution :  "— 
After  short  debate,  Question  put: — The  House  divided;  Ayes  109, 
Noes  25;  Majority  84.  [12.16  p.m.] 

Division  List,  Ayes  and  Noes  .  •  . .  , .   1784 

Besolution  agreed  to, 

Besolutions  10  to  17  agreed  to, 

Besolution  18 — 
£651,848,  (Salaries  and  Expemes  of  the  Gnstomi  Department). 

Moved,  *'That  this  House  doth  agree  with  the  Oommittee  in  the  said 
Besolution"  ..  ••  ••  ••  .,   1785 

After  short  debate,  Amendment  proposed,  to  leave  out  "  £651,848,"  and 
insert  *' £651, 815,"— (Ifr.  PtVife*rjyi7/ :)— Question  proposed,  "That 
'£651,848,'  stand  part  of  the  Besolution:" — ^After  further  short 
debate.  Question  put: — ^The  House  divided;  Ayes  110,  Noes  17; 
Majority  93.— (Div.  LUt,  No.  466.)  [1.10  a.m.] 

Besolution  agreed  to. 

Besolution  19  read  a  second  time: — After  short  debate,  Besolution 
agreed  to, 

Besolutions  20  to  22  agreed  to. 

Besolution  23 — 

£6,069  (Repaying  to  the  Oivil  Oontingenoies  Fand  certain  Misoellaneoua  Advanoea). 

Moved,  *'  That  this  House  doth  agree  with  the  Oommittee  in  the  said 
^Besolution"..  ..  ..  ..  ..  1808 
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JUovedf  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time," — {Mr.  Jackson)        . .   1810 
After  short  debate,  Question  put,  and  agreed  to : — Bill  [read  a  second 
time,  and  committed  for  To-morrow. 

Technical  Schools  (Scotland)  Bill  [Bill  358]— 
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After  short  debate,  Besolutions  to  be  reported  To-morrow. 

Vacant  Grounds  (Nuisances  Prevention)  Bill  [Bill  388]— 

Moved,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time," — {Mr.  J.  Rowlands)  1842 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to : — ^Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  commuted  for 
To-morrow. 

Copyhold  Enfranchisement  Bill  ^Lords']  [Bill  359]— 

Bill  considered  in  Committee  [^Progress  \st  September']  . .  . ,    1843 

After  short  time  spent  therein,  Committee  report  F^gress ;  to  sit  again 
To-morrow. 

Adjottsnment — 
Moved,  "  That  this  House  do  now  adjourn  "  . .  . .   1S50 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to.  [4.80  A.ic.] 
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minutes.]— Public  BuAA'-8$eond  Reading— 
Savings  Banks  and  Government  Annuities  * 
(243) ;  Sheri£f  of  Lanarkshire  (244). 

(Ummittee—Report — Public  Libraries  (Scotland) 
Acts  Amendment  *  (238). 

Rejfort^TTUStee  Savings  Banks*  (245). 

SHERIFF  OF  LANARKSHIRE  BILL. 
(JAtf  iitarqueti  of  Lothian.) 

(no.  244.)      SECOND   HEADING. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second  Bead- 
ing, read. 

The  SEORETAEY  fob  SCOTLAND 
(The  Marquess  of  Lothian),  in  moving 
that  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time, 
said,  that  when  the  late  SherifE  Clark, 
who  was  Sheriff-Principal  of  Lanark- 
)y  became  ill,  Mr.   fieiry  was   ap- 

YOL.  COOXX.    [third  series.] 


pointed  interim  Sheriff,  being  eligible 
for  that  appointment.  Upon  the  death 
of  Sheriff  Clark,  the  interim  Sheriff  was 
appointed  to  the  place  of  Sheriff  Princi- 
pal ;  but  this  was  done  by  an  oversight, 
as  he  was  not  eligible.  The  appoint- 
ment, however,  had  given  great  satis- 
faction in  Lanarkshire,  and  the  object 
of  the  present  Bill  was  to  confirm  that 
appointment. 

Moved,  *'That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2\'' 
{The  Marquess  of  Lothian,) 

Motion  agreed  to  ;  Bill  read  2*  accord- 
ingly, and  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  Tuesday  next. 

WOMEN'S  SUFFRAGE  BILL-A  POINT 
OF  ORDER.— question. 

Lord  DENMAN  said,  he  was  in- 
terested in  two  Bills  on  this  subject 
which  were  on  their  Lordships'  Order 
Book,  and  he  rose  to  ask  for  instructions 
as  to  which  of  them  he  might  be  allowed 
to  place  on  the  Paper  for  Monday  or 
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Tuesday  next.  The  first  of  those  Bills, 
which  was  very  likely  to  be  opposed  in 
the  beginning  of  the  Session  in  both 
Houses  of  Parliament,  was  put  off  for 
six  months  on  the  Motion  of  the  Prime 
Minister.  The  six  calendar  months 
happened  to  expire  on  a  Sunday,  and 
although  he  requested  the  Clerk  of 
Parliaments,  in  the  circumstances,  to 
put  the  Bill  down  on  Monday  or  Tues- 
day, he  declined  to  do  so,  saying  that 
when  the  Reform  Bill  was  put  off  to  a 
certain  day,  it  was  held  that  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Bill  must  be  resumed 
on  that  day  at  the  end  of  three  lunar 
months,  from  the  12th  of  March  to  the 
4th  of  June.  In  the  circumstances,  he 
wished  to  know  which  of  the  two  Bills 
he  might  be  allowed  to  proceed  with. 

The  PRIME  MINISTER  and  SE- 
CRETARY OF  STATE  FOR  FOREIGN 
AFFAIRS  (The  Marquess  of  Salisbury)  : 
I  shall  not  occupy  your  Lordships*  time 
very  long  at  this  hour  in  replying  to  this 
Question.  As  far  as  I  am  concerned, 
I  would  point  out  to  the  noble  Lord, 
that  with  regard  to  the  second  Bill,  the 
order  has  been  discharged,  and  my  im- 
pression is  that  the  Bill  is  dead,  and 
cannot  be  allowed  to  go  forward;  but  his 
first  Bill  is  still  alive,  and  if  he  chooses 
to  push  it  forward,  I  imagine  he  is  per- 
fectly in  Order  in  doing  so. 

Lord  DENMAN  said,  he  was  ex- 
tremely obliged,  and  would  put  it  down 
for  second  reading  on  Tuesday  next,  on 
which  day  Bills  take  precedence  of  Mo- 
tions. 

House  adjourned  at  a  quarter  before  Five 
o'clock,  to  Tuesday  next,  a  quarter 

past  Four  o'clock. 


nOUSE    OF     COMMONS, 
Friday,  2eth  August,  1887. 


MINUTES.]— New  Member  Sworn— James 
Patrick  0*Gonnan  Mahon,  esquire,  com- 
monly called  The  O'Gorman  Mahon,  for 
the  County;  of  Carlow, 

Public  Bills  —  Ordered  —  First  Reading  — 
Suitors'  Relief  •  [386]. 

Comidered  as  amended — Secretary  for  Scotland 
Act  (1886)  Amendment  •  [385],  Further  Fro- 
eeeding  deferred, 

Camidered  as  amended-^  Third  Beading — Lunacy 
Districts  (Scotland)  *  [318],  smd  passed, 

I  ord  J)enman 


Office. 
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WAR  OFFICE  —  INTERFERENCE  OF 
OFFICERS  IN  PARLIAMENTARY 
ELECTIONS— MAJOR  JELF,  R.E. 

Dr.  R.  MACDONALD  (Ro8s  and 
Cromarty)  asked  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  War,  Whether,  in  connection  with 
the  North  Hants  election,  which  took 
place  on  the  1 8th  of  July  last,  the  As- 
sistant Adjutant  General  issued  a  Divi- 
sional Order,  dated  11th  July,  calling 
the  attention  of  officers  and  men  to  the 
Act  10  &  11  Vict.  c.  21,  8.  2,  stating, 
in  the  words  of  it — 

"  That  no  soldier  will  be  allowed  out  of  the 
precincts  of  the  camp  or  to  either  the  town  of 
Aldershot  on  those  days  "  — 

(the  day  of  nomination  and  election) — 

"  unless  on  guard,  picket,  or  necessary  military 
duty,  or  to  give  his  vote  at  the  election  on  the 
latter  day,  and  any  soldier  allowed  to  go  out 
for  an}'  such  purpose  shall  return  to  camp  with 
all  convenient  speed,  as  soon  as  the  duty  on 
which  he  has  gone  is  completed  or  vote  ten- 
dered ;" 

whether  information  has  reached  him 
that  Lieutenant- Colonel  Jelf,  an  officer 
of  Engineers,  then  stationed  at  Aider- 
shot,  on  the  day  of  the  said  election 
drove  ahout  the  town  of  Aldershot  taking 
voters  to  the  poll,  and  that  he  was  also 
seen  at  another  polling  station,  Farn* 
borough,  on  that  day ;  and,  whether,  if 
these  statements  are  found  to  be  correct, 
he  will  state  whether  Major  Jelf  was 
justified  in  so  acting,  having  regard  to 
the  order  of  the  Assistant  Adjutant 
General  ? 

The  secretary  of  STATE  (Mr. 
E.  Stanhope)  (Lincolnshire,  Horn- 
castle)  :  Lieutenant-Colonel  Jelf  is  at 
the  present  moment  absent  from  !Elng- 
land  upon  leave.  But,  so  far  as  I  can 
ascertain,  he  did  drive  about  Aldershot 
on  the  day  in  question  in  plain  clothes, 
interesting  himself  in  the  election.  I 
am  not  prepared  to  deprive  officers  of 
the  Army  of  their  civil  rights  when  out 
of  uniform. 

Subsequently, 

Mr.CHILDERS  (Edinburgh,  S.)  said, 
he  desired  to  ask  a  question  arising  out 
of  the  very  important  answer  which  had 
been  given  by  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War,  and  which  was  to  the  effect  that 
officers  would  practically  be  allowed  to 
canvass  in  places  where  they  were  sta- 
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tioned.  Would  tbe  eame  privilege  be 
granted  to  non-commissioned  otScera 
and  to  priTatea  ? 

Mr.  E.  stanhope  aaid,  he  muat 
ask  the  right  hon.  Oeutleman  to  give 
Notice  of  that  Question  ;  but,  with  all 
deference  to  his  high  authority,  it 
seemed  to  him  to  inrolre  a  practical 
impossibility. 

SCOTLAND  —  CROFTERS  IN  THE 
ISLAND  OF  LEWIS— POLICE  CON- 
STABLE JOHN  UacIVER. 
Dr.  E.  MACDONALD  (Ross  and 
Cromarty)  asked  the  Lord  Advocate, 
Whether  be  is  aware  that  a.  remon- 
strance waa  sent  to  the  Chief  Coostabie 
at  Dingwall  on  1st  September,  1886, 
signed  by  seven  of  the  crofters  at  Loch- 
garrabhinoh  (or  Achmore),  Uig,  Lewis, 
ae  to  the  conduct  oF  Fultce  Constable 
John  Maolver  stationed  there,  com- 
plaining that  the  moat  of  his  time  was 
spent  in  the  rearing  of  sheep  on  the 
moor  for  which  theae  crofters  pay  rent, 
and  in  worrying  these  crofters'  sheep  by 
his  sheep  dog;  whether  an  inquiry  waa 
made  as  to  the  truth  of  these  allegations, 
and  with  what  results;  and,  whether 
the  estate  officials  have  asserted  that 
Maclver  has  no  right  to  have  any  sheep 
on  these  lands  ? 

The  lord  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  J.  H.  A. 
Macdonald)  (Edinburgh  and  St.  An- 
drew's nniversities):  Due  inquiry  was 
made  in  September  last  into  the  allega- 
tions made  in  the  hon.  Member's  Ques- 
tion, and  they  were  found  to  be  ground- 
less. The  estate  officials  have  made  no 
such  assertion  aa  is  contained  in  the  last 
paragraph. 

METROPOLITAN  BniLDINQS  ACT  - 
SPACE  AND  AIR-NEW  BUILDINGS, 
OXFORD. 

8m  GEOBOE  CAMPBELL  (Kirk- 
caldy, &c.)  asked  the  President  of  the 
Local  Qovemment  Board,  Whether, 
since  he  has  interfered  to  secure  sufficient 
^ace  and  air  for  new  buildings  at 
Oxford,  he  will  intervene  in  like  manner 
in  the  Metropolis ;  whether  he  is  aware 
that  the  recently  built  large  houses  in 
Palace  Qate  and  De  Vere  Gardens, 
Kensington,  were  allowed  to  be  crowded 
together  back  to  back  with  no  more  than 
shafts  between  those  two  streets ;  and, 
whether,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the 
luperrision  of  all  buddings  in  the  Metro- 


polis is  entrusted  to  the  Metropolitan 
Board  alone,  and  that  their  functions 
are  necessarily  delegated  to  subordinates, 
who  are  allowed  to  take  fees,  he  will 
consider,  during  the  Recess,  the  pro- 
priety of  introducing  in  English  towns 
and  the  various  local  areas  in  the  Metro- 
polis some  regular  authority  to  super- 
vise buildings,  like  the  Dean  of  Guilds' 
Courts  in  Scotland  ? 

The  president  (Mr.  Eitchie) 
(Tower  Hamlets,  St.  George's),  in  reply, 
said,  the  area  and  spaces  around  houses 
in  the  Metropolis  were  regulated  by 
statutory  provisions  conferred  on  the 
Metropolitan  Board  of  Works,  in  regard 
lo  which  the  Local  Government  Board 
had  no  power  to  interfere,  the  Board  of 
Works  being  practically  independent  in 
this  matter.  Of  his  own  personal 
knowledge,  he  could  confirm  the  hon. 
Gentleman's  proposition  respecting  the 
new  houaes  at  Kensington.  Urban 
Sanitary  Authorities  possessed  all  neces- 
sary powers  in  connection  with  the 
erection  of  buildings ;  and,  beyond 
promising  to  bring  the  matter  before  the 
Metropolitan  Board  of  Works,  he  could 
give  no  undertaking  on  the  subject. 

INDIA  (BENaAL)-ILLEQAL  FLOGGING 
IN  BENGAL-THE  PUNISHMENT  OP 
FLOGGING. 

Sir  GEORGE  CAMPBELL  (Kirk- 
caldy, So.)  asked  the  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  India,  Whether  the  attention 
of  the  Secretary  of  State  has  been  called 
to  a  recent  case  at  a  place  called 
Meturpore,  in  Bengal,  where  a  number 
of  villagers  who  claimed  a  customary 
right  of  fishing  in  certain  waters  were, 
for  attempting  to  exercise  such  rights, 
convicted  of  theft  and  punished  with 
flogging  by  a  European  Magistrate  and 
Civil  Servant,  who  was,  in  consequence, 
severely  censured  by  the  High  Court, 
and  reduced  in  power  and  position  by 
the  Government;  and,  whether,  in  ad- 
dition to  the  censure  passed,  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  will  further  inquire  into 
this  case,  and  also  generally  into  the 
practice  of  inflicting  flogging  as  a 
punishment  in  India  ? 

The  under  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  (Sir  ions  Gorst)  (Chatham) : 
The  case  referred  to  in  the  Question 
appears  to  have  been  adequately  dealt 
with  by  the  High  Court  and  Government 
of  Bengal,  and  the  Secretary  of  State 
sees  no  reason  for  further  inquiry.    Tho 
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any  Report  respecting  the  use  of  oil  in 
tijo  case  referred  to  by  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber ;  but  a  note  is  made  in  the  Depart- 
ment of  recorded  cases  that  come  under 
their  notice.  The  Board  have  not,  how- 
ever, any  funds  at  their  disposal  for  the 
purpose  of  making  experiments. 

PUBLIC   HEALTH    ORDINANCE,  HONG 
KONG  —  WITHDRAWAL    OF    PRIVI- 
LEGES FROM  CHINESE  ]MERCHANTS. 
Mr.    a.     M'ARTHUE     (Leicester) 
asked  the  Secretary  of   State   for  the 
Colonies,  Whether  it  is  a  fact,  as  stated 
by  a  correspondent  of  the    Manchester 
Guardian^  that — 

*•  The  legislation  of  1877,  permitting  Chinese 
merchants  to  own  and  occupy  land  and  houses 
in  the  best  business  parts  of  the  City  of  Vic- 
toria, Hong  Kong,  is  being  altered,  and  that 
the  Chinese  are  to  be  driven  out  of  those  dis- 
tricts, and  that  an  Ordinance  for  this  purpose 
has  been  read  a  first  time  before  the  Legisla- 
tive Council  of  Hong  Kong  ;  ** 

and,  whether,  before  approving  of  this 
Ordinance,  he  will  take  steps  to  ascer- 
tain to  what  extent  it  will,  by  hamper- 
ing the  business  of  our  Chinese  custo- 
mers, also  prove  detrimental  to  British 
trade  ? 

The  SEOEETARY  of  STATE  (Sir 
Henry  Holland)  (Hampstead)  :  I  pre- 
sume that  the  hon.  Member  referred 
to  the  Public  Health  Ordinance  now 
before  the  Legislative  Council  of  Hong 
Kong.  There  is,  of  course,  no  desire  to 
prevent  Chinese  or  any  other  persons 
from  occupying  the  best  business  parts 
of  Victoria,  or  to  oust  them  from  those 
districts,  or  to  hamper  them  in  their 
business.  But  sanitary  questions  have 
long  been  neglected  in  Hong  Kong ; 
and  the  Public  Health  Ordinance  is 
designed  to  enforce  certain  Rules  for 
preventing  overcrowding  and  securing 
other  Sanitary  Rules,  which  are  neces- 
sary in  any  large  town,  and  especially  in 
such  a  climate  as  that  of  Hong  Kong. 
The  last  newspaper  reports  from  Hong 
KoDg  state  that  the  clauses  to  which 
objection  had  been  principally  taken 
have  been  removed  from  the  Health 
Ordinance  to  be  brought  forward  again 
later  in  a  Building  Ordinance. 

THE  MAGISTRACY  (IRELAND)— MAJOR 

TRAILL,  R.M. 

Mr.  TUITE  (Westmeath,  N.)  asked 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland,  Upon  what  date  was 
Major  Traill,  B.M.,  appointed  the  tern- 
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porary  charge  of  the  Mulliogar  District 
during  the  absence  of  Colonel  Bowlby; 
how  many  Petty  Sessions  has  he  attended 
since  ;  what  extra  salary  is  he  receiving 
while  in  charge  of  the  district ;  whether 
information  has  reached  him  that,  at  the 
Petty  Sessions  held  at  Gloiim.ellon  on 
the  16th  instant,  the  entire  time  of  the 
Court  was  taken  up  in  hearing  cases 
arising  out  of  an  agrarian  dispute  be- 
tween Major  Traill  and  Mr.  Butler,  J.P.; 
whether,  during  the  hearing  of  one  of 
the  cases  relating  to  a  right  of  way,  it 
transpired  that  Major  Traill,  previous  to 
the  hearing  of  the  case,  obtained  a 
warrant  for  the  arrest  of  a  Mr.  Boylan 
(Mr.  Butlers  land  steward),  who  was 
detained  in  custody  for  several  hours ; 
can  he  state  on  whose  responsibility  was 
the  arrest  made ;  and,  whether  the  Go- 
vernment will  grant  an  inquiry  into  the 
circumstances  of  the  case  ? 

The  parliamentary  UNDER 
SECRETARY  (Colonel  Kinq-Harman) 
(Kent,  leleofThanet) (who replied)  said: 
Major  Traill  was  appointed  to  take  the 
temporary  charge  of  the  Mullingar  Dis- 
trict on  the  1st  of  the  month.  He  at- 
tended one  Petty  Sessions.  He  was  not 
in  receipt  of  any  extra  salary  for  the 
temporary  duty.  As  regards  the  Petty 
Sessions  of  Clonmellon  on  the  10th,  the 
entire  time  occupied  by  the  business  of 
the  Court  was  an  hour  and  a-half.  There 
appeared  to  have  been  a  case  arising 
out  of  the  case  between  Mr.  Butler  and 
Major  Traill,  who  were  joint  tenants  in 
an  estate.  That  case  was  first.  Boylan 
was  arrested  ;  but  was  admitted  to  bail 
at  the  next  Petty  Session,  on  August  16. 
The  warrant  for  his  arrest  was  issued  on 
an  information  made  by  Major  Traill, 
that  Boylan  had  obstructed  the  passage 
to  Major  TrailPs  premises  by  digging  a 
trench  across  the  gateway. 

Me.  TUITE:  The  right  hon.  and 
gallant  Gentleman  has  not  stated  whe- 
ther the  issue  of  the  warrant  was  legal 
or  not  ? 

Colonel  KING-HARMAN  referred 
the  hon.  Member  to  the  Attorney  Gene- 
ral for  Ireland. 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  job 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Gibson)  (Liverpool, 
Walton)  said,  that  if  the  wan^ant  was 
illegal  that  would  be  a  case  for  civil  pro- 
ceedings against  the  magistrate  who 
issued  the  warrant,  and  as  Attorney 
General  he  did  not  think  he  should  ex- 
press an  opinion  upon  the  matter. 
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Mb.  TUITE  :  Assuming  the  warrant  arrest,  freedom  from  search,  and  free- 

to  be  illegal,  does  the  right  hon.  and  dom  from  the  operation  of  the  Habeas 

learned  Gentleman  think   that   Major  Corpus,  while  those  privileges,  which 

Traill  is  a  proper  person  to  administer  give  the  vessels  a  prestige  in  the  eye  of 

tho  Criminal  Law  and  Procedure  Act  in  shippers,   are  not  granted    to   British 

Ireland  ?  mail  steamers,   which    carry  infinitely 

Mr.  speaker :  Order,  order!  That  heavier  mails ;  and,  if  he  can  state  why 

is  an  assumption,  not  a  question.  this  arrangement  in  favour  of  foreign 

steamers  is  made  ? 

THE  SUGAR   BOUNTIES— THE   INTER-  The  SECEETAEY  of   STATE  (Sir 

NATIONAL  CONFERENCE.  Henry  Holland)   (Hampstead) :    The 

Mr.  BADEN-PGWELL  (Liverpool,  ^^\^f'''^^f^  Convention  between 
Kirkdale)  asked  the  Secretary  to  th^  F°8'*f^i*?f  ^T'^'  ^''^\  f^^^""" 
Board  of  Trade,  Whether  Her  fiajesty's  \.''''  ^\  ^-^^^t^^  presented  to  Par- 
Government  have  any  further  informa-  1*"*°*/°  *®"',  ^Tv"  i  1,"^?^^ 
tionto  give  as  to  the  proposed  Inter-  i^%P^°^^*'   employed  by  the  British 

nationalConference  on  the  Sugar  Bounty  ^^"*  ^^''^'    °\>y  f\  .^"'^t    ^°«* 

Question;  whether  he  can  state  which  ^^^t'  o  «^**'"*'°°  ^*  Articles  I  and  2 

Powers  have  now  consented  to  attend  ^,^  *^«  Convention  are  national  vessels 

such  Conference ;  and,  whether  he  will  *^®  f°Pf' ^^  °^  *•>*    ?TTt    'a°' 

lay  upon  the  Table  before  the  end  of  ^«"«^  chartered  or  subsidized  by  Qo- 

the  Session  any  further  "Correspond-  yernment,  they  shaU  be  considered  and 

ence  on  the  subject  of  Sugar  Bounties,"  *"^*^*^  *«  "T^^^  f  T'.'^l  'R,  ^^^  T^^^  f 
in  continuation  of  that  already  pub-  the  two  counries  at  which  they  regularly 
lished,  the  last  issue  of  which  was  dated  f.'  «»?"dentally  touch,  and  be  thus  en- 
December.  1884?  *''^^^  *%*''^  'f"?  ^<f°""  *°^  p"^»: 


The    under     SECRETARY     of    ]^^?.-    P^^^  ^'*""  °°*  ""^  *PT  "T"""* 


fwho  renliedl    ad     The  f  11  Q  ot  arret  ae  pnson.   xne  uerman  uovern- 

vernments  have  accepted  uncond  tionally  "'^"J  '^PP^f ^  ***  ^^'i  f^t'^^  ^TT 

the   invitation    to    the    Conference:-  ^nent  m  February,  1886    to  grant  the 

A. ,«♦«•«  XT  rL  TT  II     J  same  privileges  to  the  uerman  subsi- 

Austna-Hungary,    Germany,    Holland,  jj*^°i,xi  iv 

T^«i„    a««-  A  T\  ^       -D  ^   •  dized  steamers  when  those  vessels  began 

Italy,  opam,   and  Denmark.     Belffium  .  r^  -*-  i,         u  ^  j 

!,«-  A«^5.4.«^    \    4.    '^^  '     •  L       t.\.     '  -UL  to  run.     Ordinances  have  been  passed 

has  accepted :  but  will  insist  on  the  right  .     -rr        rr  j       *  •      xu      ri 

«p  .^R^j^^.  'L  u     A       T?  T>      •  iQ  Hong  Kong  and  certain  other  Crown 

of  refining  in  bond.      France,  Kussia,  n  ^     '  ^     *,  ^     -     ^  x  i.u     -o- 

•D«o^;i   x>  «^«   «i     «;i  a      j  j  xr  Colonies,  at  the  instance  of  the  Home 

Brazil,  Portugal,  and  Sweden  and  Nor-  Government,  conferring  on  French  and 

way  have  not  given  any  answer.     Tho  ^i  -i    t  ^i,         •    i  e 

United  States  Cannot  accept  until  the  ^^'""f  """'l  ^^l^^"  '^^  fT^^'^n  ^°^ 

ooo«.,^K];««^^n«« «-«    u  ^u'        A  men-of-war  in  the  ports  oi  those  Colo - 

assembling  of  Congress;  but  it  is  under-  .         rpx^.    ,       been  done  in  the  case  of 

stood  that  the  Government  wiU  not  take  ^l^\  ^^^l     ,    ^^^^    .  °®  m  the  case  of 

«««  «^«^.>*;««  4.^    4.u^       ^  t'         £  ^-u  the  French  steamers  m  order  to  give 

any  exception  to   the    meeting  of  the  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^^^.^  ^^^^^^^  ^j  ^^^  p  » ^^ 

Conference  without   waiting   for   their  p^^^^  Convention  of  1856;  and  in  the 

previous  concurrence.    No  Correspond-  ^^  ^f  ^^^  q^^^^^  ^t^^^;^^  .^  ^^^, 

ence  on  the  subject  of  the  Conference  .1  „.   .1  ^„  ^„„  1  ^  ..lo^^^  ^«  xi,^  „«,«^ 

could  at  Dresent  be  Bresented  ^^^^  ^^^^  ^^^  ^®  P^*^®^  °^  **^®  ®*°^® 

couia  at  present  be  presented.  footing  as  the  French,  so  long  as  the 

^^oirr. .  ^  «^v^,r^^Trr.^^^T  ^-r.rv^x.^r,^^  ^*,^  abovc-uamed  Conventiou  remained  in 

rOSTAL  CONVENTION  BETWEEN  ENG-  £ 

LAND   AND   FRANCE,    1856  —  PRIVI- 
LEGES TO  MAIL  STEAMERS.  POST    OFFICE    (SAVINGS    BANKS    DE- 
Mb.  a.  M'AETHUR  (Leicester)  asked       PARTMENT) -PROMOTION  TO  CLERK- 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies,  If       SHIPS. 

it  is  a  fact,  as  stated  in  the  recent  Consular        Mr.   BRADLAUGH  (Northampton) 

Keports,  and  by  the  Hong  Kong  Cham-  asked  the  Postmaster  General,  Whether 

ber  of  Commerce,  that,  by  order  of  the  two  second  class  clerks  in  the  Savings 

Home  Government,  French  and  German  Bank  Department  have  recently   been 

steamers  carrying  the  mails  obtain  in  appointed  to   first   class  clerkships,   73 

British  Colonial  Ports  the  status  of  men  seniors  in  one  case  and  86  seniors  in  the 

of  war,  which  includes  freedom  from  other  having  been   passed  over;  and, 


19 


War 


{COMMONS} 


OJic0. 


20 


ance  remains  in  force  for  t\ro  years  from 
receipt  of  the  law  here. 

EGYPT  (FINANCE,  &c.)— EXPENSES  OF 
THE  NILE  EXPEDITION  AND  FRON- 
TIER DEFENCE. 

Sir  GEORGE  CAMPBELL  (Kirk- 
caldy, &c.)  asked  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  War,  Whether,  prior  to  the  present 
year,  Parliament  was  ever  informed  that 
the  Egyptian  Government  was  to  be 
relieved  by  this  country  of  the  military 
expenses  incurred  by  them  in  connection 
with  the  Nile  Expedition,  and  for  the 
defence  of  their  own  frontiers,  and  paid 
for  the  use  of  the  Egyptian  State  Hail- 
ways  in  the  same  connection  ;  and,  with 
reference  to  the  Report  of  the  Controller 
and  Auditor  General  (presented  this 
year)  regarding  the  charge  of  £232,986 
against  the  old  Vote  of  Credit  by  Trea- 
sury Minutes  of  September  and  October, 
1886 — namely,  that  "  the  amount  is  not 
properly  chargeable  to  the  Vote,"  whe- 
ther Her  Majesty's  Government  have 
yet  obtained  the  approval  of  the  Auditor 
General  for  the  charge  ;  or,  if  not, 
whether  they  will  either  recover  the 
amount  from  the  Egyptian  Government 
or  submit  it  for  the  sanction  of  Parlia- 
ment? 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  (Mr. 

E.  SrANnoPE)  (Lincolnshire,  Horncastle): 

As  regards  the  second  Question  of  the 

hon.  Member,  I  may  say  that  the  Public 

Accounts  Committee    has    passed    this 

charge.      They    say    in    their    Report 

that— 

**  Though  unsatisfactory,  the  course  taken 
was  the  best  that  could  have  been  adopted 
under  the  circumstances." 

With  regard  to  the  first  Question,  the 
expenses  incurred  by  the  Egyptian  Go- 
vernment were  not  those  incurred  in 
defence  of  their  own  frontier,  but  in 
support  of  the  English  Expedition  for 
the  relief  of  General  Gordon.  I  should 
be  sorry  to  think  that  this  country  de- 
sired to  evade  a  responsibility  so  clearly 
imposed  by  all  considerations  of  honour, 
and  practically  on  many  occasions  ac- 
cepted. 

Sib  GEORGE  CAMPBELL  asked, 
whether  the  Expedition  was  undertaken 
for  the  relief  of  General  Gordon,  or  for 
the  relief  of  a  large  number  of  Egyptian 
troops;  and,  whether  Parliament  was 
ever  informed  before  the  present  year 
that  the  Egyptian  Government  was  to  be 
recouped  for  its  services  ? 

Sir  Henry  Holland 


Mr.  E.  STANHOPE:  The  Expedi- 
tion, undoubtedly,  was  primarily  for  the 
relief  of  General  Gordon.  Parliament 
was  informed  at  the  time  by  the  respon- 
sible Minister  that  tlie  Government 
recognized  its  responsibility  towards 
General  Gordon. 

Sir  GEORGE  CAMPBELL  asked, 
whether  General  Gordon  was  ever  most 
conspicuous  in  saying  that  he  did  not 
require  an  Expedition  for  his  personal 
relief,  but  only  for  those  who  served  with 
him? 

Mr.  E.  stanhope  :  I  am  sure  the 
country  will  feel  glad  that  such  public 
spirit  on  the  part  of  General  Gh>rdon 
did  not  lead  the  Government  to  the 
acceptance  of  such  a  pusiUanimoos 
policy. 

INDIAN  CONTAGIOUS   DISEASES  ACT, 
1868--REPEAL. 

Mr.  JAMES  STUART  (Shoreditch, 
Hoxton)  asked  the  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  India,  Whether  Her  Majesty's 
Government  are  now  prepared  to  take 
steps  to  secure  the  repeal  of  the  Indian 
Contagious  Diseases  Act,  1868,  and  of 
similar  Regulations  in  connection  with 
the  Cantonment  Acts  ? 

The  under  SECRETARY  or 
STATE  (Sir  Joh.y  Gorst)  (Chatham): 
No  representation  has  yet  been  receiyed 
from  the  Government  of  India  on  this 
subject ;  but  their  attention  has  again 
been  called  to  the  matter. 

WAR  OFFICE -MILITARY  DEPOT  AT 
NORTON,  WORCESTERSECERE  —  IN- 
SUFFICIENT  ACCOMMODATION. 
Sir  EDMUND  LECHMERE  (Wor- 
cestershire,  Bewdley)  asked  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  War,  Whether,  his 
attention  having  already  been  called  to 
the  complaints  made  by  the  inhabitants 
of  the  district  surrounding  the  Militaxy 
Depot  at  Norton,  Worcestershire,  as  to 
the  insufficient  accommodation  provided 
for  the  families  of  the  married  staff 
sergeants  attached  to  the  depot,  by  the 
erection  of  cottages  containing  only  one 
bedroom  each,  he  has  further  considered 
the  subject;  and,  whether  he  is  pre« 
pared,  on  behalf  of  the  Government,  to 
supply  such  additional  bedroom'aooom- 
modation  as  will  prevent  the  unsatisfac- 
tory moral  and  sanitary  results  in- 
separable from  the  crowding  of  parents 
and  their  families  into  one  s^ping 
apartment  F 


21 


Central 


{August  26,  1887} 


Asta, 


22 


The  SECEETARY  of  STATE  (Mr. 
E.  Stanhope)  (Lincolashire,  Horncastle): 
My  hon.  Friend  has  already  called  our 
attention  to  this  subject.  I  need  scarcely 
say  that  we  desire,  as  much  as  anyone, 
to  avoid  objectionable  overci'owding ; 
and  if  in  any  case  it  can  be  shown  to 
exist,  I  shall  be  glad  to  apply  what 
remedy  may  be  possible.  Perhaps  my 
hon.  Friend  will  furnish  me  with  any 
particulars  that  may  be  in  his  possession. 

SPAIN— ALLEGED  MURDER  OF  A  BRI- 
TISH MERCHANT  SEAMAN  BY  A 
SPANISH  SENTRY  IN  THE  PORT 
OF   BILBAO. 

Admiral  FIELD  (Sussex,  Eastbourne) 
asked  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs,  Whether  he  is  in  a 
position  to  inform  the  House  of  the  re- 
sult of  his  inquiries  into  the  alleged 
murder  of  a  British  merchant  seaman 
by  a  Spanish  sentry  in  the  Port  of  Bilbao ; 
and,  whether  any  representation,  or  de- 
mand for  compensation  for  the  poor 
man's  family,  has  been  made  to  the 
Spanish  Government,  in  respect  of  the 
aforesaid  outrage  ? 

The  under  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  (Sir  James  Fergusson)  (Man- 
chester, N.E.) :  Since  my  answers  on 
the  28th  and  29th  of  July  nothing  de- 
finite has  been  heard  on  the  subject 
from  the  Spanish  Government.  We 
know,  however,  from  Her  Majesty's 
Consul  at  Bilbao  that  he  had  placed 
the  sworn  depositions  taken  by  him  in 
the  hands  of  the  Spanish  authorities, 
and  had  called  their  attention  to  certain 
particulars.  They,  on  their  part,  were 
collecting  evidence,  with  a  view  to  a 
thorough  investigation  of  the  case. 

Admiral  FIELD:  Will  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  say  whether  or  not  he 
is  satisfied  that  a  murder  was  com- 
mitted ? 

Sir  JAMES  FERGUSSON :  I  think 
the  hon.  and  gallant  Member  will  see 
that  it  would  be  in  the  highest  degree 
improper  if  I  were  to  express  an  opinion 
upon  a  matter  still  under  judicial  in- 
vestigation. 

NORTH  SEA  FISHERIES  —  OUTRAGES 
BY  BELGIAN  ON  ENGLISH  FISHING 
VESSELS. 

Sir  EDWARD  BIRKBEOK  (Nor- 
folk,  E.)  asked  the  Secretary  to  the 
Board  of  Trade,  Whether  any  and,  if 
80,  what  progress  has  been  made  in 
carrying  out  the  recommendations  of 


the  Committee  appointed  by  the  Board 
of  Trade  in  December  last,  with  the 
view  of  putting  a  stop  to  outrages  by 
Belgian  on  English  fishing  vessels; 
and,  whether  the  Board  of  Trade 
Fishery  Department  have  brought  pres- 
sure to  bear  on  the  Admiralty  Autho- 
rities to  establish  a  much  more  efficient 
system  of  protection  than  has  been  the 
case  in  the  past  for  English  drift-net 
fishing  vessels  within  the  limits  of  the 
North  Sea  Fisheries  Convention,  and 
also  for  the  protection  of  English  trawl- 
ing fleets  within  the  same  area,  with  the 
view  of  guarding  against  a  repetition  of 
last  season's  losses  and  cases  similar  to 
the  capture  of  the  Grimsby  smack  Ladi/ 
Godiva  off  the  German  coast  ? 

The  SECRETARY  (Baron  Henry 
Db  Worms)  Liverpool,  East  Toxteth) : 
The  Report  of  the  Committee  appointed 
by  the  Board  of  Trade  to  inquire  into 
the  complaints  of  damage  alleged  to 
have  been  inflicted  on  British  drift-net 
fisheries  in  the  North  Sea  was  at  once 
communicated  to  Her  Majesty's  Repre- 
sentatives in  the  countries  which  were 
parties  to  the  North  Sea  Convention  of 
1882,  and  the  Belgian  Government, 
which  is  the  one  chiefly  concerned,  at 
once  appointed  a  Departmental  Com- 
mittee to  consider  the  recommendations 
contained  in  the  Report.  The  Fisheries 
Department  of  the  Board  of  Trade  have 
also  been  in  communication  with  the 
Admiralty  on  those  recommendations 
which  relate  to  British  cruisers,  with 
the  result  that  the  force  in  the  North 
Sea  will  be  increased  to  five  steamers 
and  four  sailing  cruisers.  This  the  Ad- 
miralty regard  as  sufficient  to  afford 
adequate  protection  to  the  fisheries. 
The  rocket  throwing  one  star  is  to  be 
recognized  as  a  signal  of  communication 
between  fishing  vessels  and  Her  Ma- 
jesty's cruisers,  and  the  question  of 
electric  search  lights  is  under  consi- 
deration by  the  Admiralty.  I  may  add 
that  a  placard,  of  a  size  convenient  for 
mounting  on  cardboard,  indicating  the 
Regulations  to  which  the  crews  of 
British  fishing  vessels  are  subject  in 
the  North  Sea  is  being  prepared  for 
distribution  amongst  our  vessels  with  a 
view  to  their  carrying  the  same. 

CENTRAL   ASIA-ESCAPE    OF    AYOUB 
KHAN  FROM  TEHERAN. 
Mb.  LEGH  (Lancashire,  S.W,  New- 
ton) asked  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  Foreign  Affairs,  If  he  is  able  to  give 
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any  information  as    to    the   escape  of 
Avoub  Khan  from  Teheran  ? 

The  TJNDEE  SECRETAET  of 
STATE  (Sir  James  FKRauBsos)  (Man- 
chester, N.E.):  It  is  a  fact  that  Ayoub 
Khan  and  two  other  Afghan  refugees 
hav8  escaped  from  Teheran.  We  have 
Teceived  no  information  as  to  their  des- 
tination. 

NORTH  SEA    FKHEItlES -CLAIMS  FOB 

DAMAGES  IN  THE  BELGIAN  COURTS 

OF   LAW. 

Mb.  CAVENDISn  BENTINCK 
(Whitehaven)  asked  the  Under  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs, 
Whether  Her  Majesty's  GoTernment 
will  grant  pecuniary  aid  to  the  British 
fishermen  in  order  to  enable  tiiem  to 
prosecute  their  claims  for  damages  in 
the  Belgian  Courts  of  Law;  and,  whe- 
ther effectual  measures  will  be  taken 
for  the  protection  in  future  of  British 
fishermen  belonging  to  the  East  and 
South  Coasts  ? 

The  UNDEE  SECBETAET  of 
STATE  (Sir  James  Ferousson)  (Man- 
chester, N.E.)  :  Her  Majesty's  Consuls 
will  give  every  aid  in  their  power  to 
lielp  those  who  have  grounds  of  com- 
plaint to  obtain  redress.  I  do  not  think 
that  anything  has  been  omitted  that  is 
possible  for  the  due  protection  of  British 
^abermen  on  the  East  and  South  Coasts. 
As  I  have  informed  the  House,  the 
Bidgian  Qovarnment  have  shown  their 
readiness  to  control  their  Sshermen. 
AVe  heard  a  few  days  ago  that  they  had 
resolved  to  adopt  a  system  of  licenses 
revocable  for  cause  shown,  which  was 
recommended  by  the  Board  of  Trade 
Committee.  The  Belgian  Authorities 
have,  within  the  last  few  days,  pro- 
tected the  British  fishermen  attacked 
at  Ostend,  the  Qendarmerie  and  Civic 
Guard  filing  on  the  rioters,  with  loss  of 
life  ;  and  the  facilities  afi'orded  by  Bel- 
gian Law  Courts  ate  such  as  to  give 
every  ground  for  hoping  that  no  case  of 
injury  will  remain  without  redress. 

POST     OFFICE— TRANSFER    OF    LET- 
TERS    FROM      RAILWAY     STATION 
PILLAR   BOXES  TO   RAILWAY  POST 
OFFICE  TRAVELUNG  VANS 
Me.     CAVENDISH     BENTINCK 
( Whitehaven)    asked    the    Postmaster 
General,   Whether,   faaviDg  regard  to 
the  statement  made  by  him,  arrange- 
Jfr.  Ztffh 
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meots  can  be  made  by  the  Post  Offin 
to  facilitate  the  transfer  of  lfltt«Ta  di- 
rectly from  the  Bailway  Station  pillu- 
boxes  to  the  Bailway  Post  Office  travd- 
ling  vans ;  and,  whether,  ander  ptopat 
Begulations,  and  in  caoes  of  necestitj, 
railway  guards  may  be  permitted  to  omttj 

pplementary  Post  Office  bags  ? 

The  postmaster  GENEEiL 
(Mr.  Eaikbs)  (Cambridge  nniversitj]: 
There  is  rather  more  difficult  in  cany, 
iug  out  the  BUggestioa  of  my  riglit 
hon.  Friend  than  would  appear  at  &it 
sight.  If  letters  were  indisorlminatelf 
placed  in  trains  passing^  a  particoltf 
station  without  prerioua  aortation,  tlisj 
would  frequently  go  in  the  wrong  dire» 
tion,  and  with  the  result  of  delay.  I 
am  glad,  however,  to  say,  that  la  th* 
particular  case  of  Whitehaven,  in  wbick 
he  is  specially  interested,  I  have  u- 
ranged  that  a  letter-box  shall  be  it- 
tached  to  the  7.30  p.m.  train  boa 
Whitehaven  to  Oarnforth.  There  in 
also  difficulties  in  employing  railwij 
officials  upon  the  duty  of  colIectiBi 
letters,  emptying  boxes,  and  making  up 
bags.  But  I  am  willing  to  ooDaider  thi 
suggestion  in  ooujuncttuQ  with  the  Btil- 
way  Companies,  whose  servants  it  ii 
proposed  to  employ, 

MERCHANT  SHIPPING-WRECK  OPTHE 
CHAKNEL  STEAMER  "  VICTORIA." 
Viscount  BAEING  (Bedfordahiw, 
Biggleswade)  asked  the  Secretary  to 
the  Board  of  Trade,  WhelJier  he  hii 
received  any  Eeport  as  to  the  result  <^ 
the  inquiry  promised  by  the  FreDok 
Government  into  the  conduct  of  th< 
officers  in  charge  of  the  lighthouse  nev 
Dieppe  on  the  occasion  of  the  wreck  ot 
the  steam  packet  Victoria  f 

The  SEOEETARY  (Baron  HBnt 
De  Worms)  (Liverpool,  East  Toxteth): 
The  Board  of  Trade  have  received  M 
Eeport  such  as  that  referred  to  by  tin 
noble  Viscount ;  and,  in  answer  to  thail 
further  inquiry,  they  are  informed  that 
it  is  not  the  practice  of  the  French  Qo- 
verament  to  institute  a  minute  inquilj 
into  the  circumstances  attending  the  loM 
of  a  foreign  vessel  oS  the  French  coast 

EVICTIONS   (IRELAND)— EVICTIOH   fS 

LIMEHICK-MR.  O'CONNOE. 

Mr.     FINUOANE    (Limerick,     E.) 

asked  Mr.  Attorney  General  for  Ireland, 

Whether  at    the    eviction    of  a    Ur. 
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O'Connor,   a  tenant    on  the  Limerick  is  no  truth  whatever  in  this  rumour,  and 

t      property  of  Mr,  Delmege,  on  yesterday,  I  do  not  understand  how  it  originated, 
t      only  a  portion  of  the  tenant's  furniture 

i     was  removed ;    and,    whether,    at    an  FIRES   (METROPOLIS)— THE  FIRE   AT 

r     eviction  where  all  the  furniture  has  been  WHITE  LEY'S— GAS  PIPES 

r    lTh?i  ^„^K!Jf.!^?"  T Wnra!n/l?  ^-  KIMBER  (Wandsworth)' asked 

.    5f.„  !!m  f^l  ?„  ♦               ^             •  the  hon.   Member  for    the    Knutsford 

t'    man  said  the  last  paraerah   was  mis-  rk;™-.;-^^  «*    /n,«.i,'„    »_      ■'•^"•"'•yni 

B    printed.    The  word   "all"  should    be  SjwT  °',1'^®5"'^  "fx^Pr^^-S^* 

■  "  only  a  part  of  "  Metropohtan  Board  of  Works,  Whe- 

■i     The  Attorney  general  fob  &*l^«!fTL*^'"%*i!^w*f^^'V'r*^ 

:  ?otdihntepi?w?urb'etog^i:  tL^^z\^ci  '?-''%°°"- 

I    private  legal  advice  to  the  tenant.     He  !?Sfi'°''-*'*\.^^'°  *^?  bursting  of  gas 

;    was  sure  Son.  Members  would  object  to  E.Tl^f  S^^Tr'^'"''"*'"'  t" 

;   his  giving,  in  the  formof  answers  to  Ques-  ?f  "^  Z    ^  ?*h«'^,f'^*h«".*y  posess  the 

E  tions,  sufh  advice  to  landlords.  ^TL-  .X"  "^  PJ"""*'  ""^/^i?* 

"  With  gas  to  nave  a  ready  means  of  dis- 

^  oonnectin&r     such    supplv    outside    the 

'■M  LAW    AND    JUSTICE  (ENGLAND   AND  premises    accessible  to   the   police   im- 

■  WALES)-PAYMENT  OF  WITNESSES  mediately  on  discovery  of  fire ;  and. 
.        IN  CRIMINAL  CHARGES.  whether  any  precautions  are  or  will  be 

■  Mb.  PICKERSGILL  (Bethnal  Green,  taken  in  this  direction  ? 

■■  S.W.)  asked  the  Secretary  to  the  Trea-  Mb.    WEBSTER   (St.  Pancras,  E.) 

*  sury,  Whether  the  Treasury,  whilst  it  (who  replied)  said :  The  Metropolitan 
J  repays  the  expenses  of  witnesses  on  Board  of  Works  is  now  in  recess,  and  I 
5  charges  of  felony  and  certain  misde-  a°i  ^ot  in  a  position  to  give  authoritative 
■•  meanours  before  examining  magistrates,  answers  on  its  behalf;  but  as  the  present 
■■  where  a  committal  for  trial  has  taken  Question  relates  to  the  same  subject  as 

•  place,  refuses  to  repay  the  expenses  of  the  Metropolitan  Board  of  Works  (Fire 
•uch  witnesses  which,  in  accordance  with  Brigade  Expenses)  Bill,  of  which  I  have 
the  Statute  29  &  30    Vict.  c.  52,  may  charge  in  this  House,  I  have  thought  it 

^  have  been  allowed  where  the  charge  has  i^Rht,  in  the  absence  of  the  hon.  Mem* 

■S  been  dismissed  ?  her    for    the    Knutsford    Division    of 

^      The   secretary    (Mr.    Jackson)  Cheshire  (Mr.  Tatton  Egerton)  to  make 

IB  (Leeds,  N.):  The  prosecutions  of  which  inquiry  upon  it  of  Captain  Shaw,  who 

JH  the  costs  are  repaid  to  the  local  funds  states  as  follows : — 

BB  from  the  Vote  of  Parliament  are  limited  <*  No  gas-pipes  burst  at  the  recent  fires  at 

p^  to  those  tried   at  Assizes  and   Quarter  Mr.    Whiteley's  premises ;  and,  in  fact,  the 

^  Sessions,  and  to  adjudications  by  magis-  bursting  of  gas-pipes  during  fires  is  a  very  rare 

»    trates  under  the  Summary  Jurisdiction  ®^®^*^  ^°^  ^*^  °®^®^  8^^®°  ^^  *^y  trouble." 

■B  Act.    This  limitation  excludes  dismissed  I  ^'^  i^ot  aware  that  the  Board  or  any 

oases ;  and  although  the  Statute  quoted  other  authority  possess  the  power  sug« 

jK  gives  a  discretion  to  the  magistrates  to  gested  in  the  hon.  Member's  Question, 
■r  charge  upon  local  funds  the  expenses  of 

1   witnesses    in    certain  dismissed   oases,  AFRICA  (WEST  COAST)— TRADING  ON 

w   it  does  not  impose   any  charge  upon  THE  OPOBO  RIVER. 

Ik  public  funds.  ^^  ^  p  LAWRENCE  (Liverpool, 

^          COLLEGE  FOR  NAVAL  CADETS.  i,  ^  f^^t  that  seveml  English  firms  have 

Mr.   MALLOCK    (Devon,  Torquay)  equipped  steam  launches  for  the  pur- 

**   asked  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  pose  of   trading    with    the    producing 

Whether  there  is  any  truth  in  the  report  markets  direct,   in  competition   to  the 

that  it  is  intended  to  remove  from  Dart-  middlemen  of  the  Opobo  River,  under 

mouth  the  Educational   Establishment  promise  ofprotectionfrom  Her  Majesty's 

I    for  Training  of  Naval  Cadets  ?  Consul  for  the  Bights  of   Benin  and 

m       Thb  first    lord  (Lord  GhBOBOB  Biafra ;  and,  whether,  in  the  event  of 

■  HaxhiTon)  (Middlesex,  Ealing) :  There  such  protection  being  given,  it  will  also 
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wouUl  bo  printed  5  I:  tas  dot  a  week  ;  Mb.  W.  H.  SMTTH  replied,  that  the 
unco  tho  Act  pncticAlIr  passed :  and  as  •  HonBe  would  certainly  meet  at  13,  and 
it  wxMild  take  aKvj:  :hr£^  wt^ks  to  pre-  that  if  it  were  not  to  rise  at  6  an  inti- 
pan'  Kul««  unier  it.  i:  was  desirable  mation  to  that  effect  mast  appear  on  the 
th*t  tho  Act  *h.u:.i  Ire  :c  the  bands  of '  Ordera. 

Mombor»  a*  *xVu  as  p.-isible.  i      Ma,  GOUELEY  (Sunderland)  asked, 

T«K  FlKSr  l.OKl^  or  ms  TKEA- 1  whether  the  Naval  Estimates  would  be 
SrUY  ,Mr.  W.  H,  Sierra  Srran J,  !  taken  this  year  or  next  year  ? 
\Vivnmiu*!or'  wild.  ::  was  no:  the  fault  ^  Ma.  W.  H.  SMITH  :  The  hon.  Gen- 
o(  tho  0>»vorumov.:.  Vut  o!  the  yrliirers.  ■  tleman  cannot  be  serious  in  the  Question 
\W  wo\»Kl  do  hi*  bo*:  to  av.V.erate  the  j  he  has  asked;  and  I  put  it  whether  it 
^.^^|.^  j  is  consistent  with  the   dignity  of  the 

^_  ^_  i  House  that  such  a  Question  should  be 

ursiNvss  i^v  vuv  Uv^r>y  'asked? 

\\\  vK^yXy  to  Mr   l^s  v..    \LriH:h\  3^^/  GOURLEY :    I    wish   to  know 

Tuw  KlKSr  l.OKP  oy  Ti?K  TREA-  when  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  iotendi 
iSTKY  v^lr.  \V.  U.  Sm:tu  ,S:rand.  xo  take  the  Naval  Estimates  ? 
WoaluuMMtoi^  srtul.  ho  wA*  uos  sblo  to  Mr.  W,  H.  SMITH  :  Whentheothff 
tnttuo  tho  \h\\  ou  whioh  :ho  Koivrt  oi  Estimates  are  disposed  of . 
tho  tVrtI  Miuos.  x'^o.  KoirulAii.-.;  Bill ,  Ms.  SEXTON  (Belfast,  W.)  asked, 
wiMiliI  ho  tiikoM.  It  mi^ht  bo  for  the  I  ^^^.j^er  the  Civil  Service  Estimates 
o.tuvoiuouoo  of  iho  Mouse,  however,  if  !  were  to  he  taken  daily  until  concluded? 
ho  lu.hrrttod  tho  ivuvso  of  IVasiuei^s  Ma.  W.  H.  SMITH  said,  hewasoot 
youoinllv  Mo  tl\orot\^ro  wis<h«vi  to  say  able  to  state  that  the  Civil  Service  Eiti- 
tltnt  tito  Ivinh  Kilt i m:U 0!«  \vo\iM  hot. -ikon.  I  rna:es  would  be  taken  every  day  until 
hnaiinuut):  ou  MotithiY  no\t.  as  it  was  uo-  !  concluded.     It  was  intended  to  proeecd 


0«iaaiM\  (hoY  nllOllUl  liaVO  inOUOV  fv^F  SOIUO 

iiTlho  iMivv'toon  \\\  Irohiuil :  and  that  when 
tho  t^v^l  Mow  100  INtimntos  wore  oo:;i- 
iihtto.  nuti  tlto  AUoliuonts  Hill  thi\ni^h 
{titiuniitt 00,  tho  K\\\\\  Minos,  C^o.  Ko^u« 
hithtii  11(11  wtMiM  ho  takoii.  Ho  hoped 
I  hut  Iho  \\\\\\\\  >vo\ihl  not  oxtond  hovvuid 
Iho  ouil  of  uo\t  >vooli. 

Mil  MhVVhl.AHtni  ^Northampton' 
iiokotl,  who! hoi' Iho  Indian  Mud^ot  would 
nnl.  ho  tiikoh  iio^twookV 

Mm  W  II  HMiril:  I  think  1  can 
Miiy  II  will  not  ho  takon  no\t  wook. 

Ihi  (MiAliK  ^t -iiithiumH^  askod,  >vho- 
Ihiir  iiii.v  Mrntiih  MhtiinatoH  would  bo 
laliiiii  III  iiiiiirow,  and  >vhothor  it  wan 
)iiii|iimiid  thill-  tho  Sitiiiif;  to-tnorrow 
nliMiihl  itiid  at  tl  u'tilook  V 

Mh  W  11  HMiril  ropliod.  that  tho 
iiiluiilliiii  III'  Ihii  (h»voruinont  was  to  put 
iluwii  I'lio  Alhitinontri  hill  ftir  to-morrow. 
Nil  iliiitiniiiii  hud  ho(tii  iH»ino  to  yot  as  to 
whtit-hoi-  Lhit  HiMiiifi;  Hhonid  ho  hold  under 
tint  VViidnifiidiiy  Itiilo ;  hut  ho  would 
iiiaku  ail  aiinounctiinout  regarding  it 
hbluro  Lhti  ohmo  of  tluH  Hitting.  The 
Hootiili  KHtiinatori  niUHt  tako  thuir  course 
now  with  Lho  othor  ('ivil  Horvioo  Esti- 
inalbMy  aftor  tho  IriHli  Entimatos  had 
huuu  takon. 

Sir  William  Hakoouut,  Mr.  Cony- 
BEAUE,  and  Sir  Ukouok  Campbkll  pressed 
for  information  respooting  the  hours  of 
to*morrow'B  Sitting  of  the  House. 

J&.  T.  M.  Scaly 


with  the  Irish  Civil  Service  Eetimt^ 
from  day  to  day  uideas,  if  they  Issted 
lv>n^er  than  four  days,  Uiey  were  into- 
rupted  by  the  Superannuation  Vote. 

SCOTLAND— THK  HESSIAN  FLY. 

Mr.  ANDERSON  (Elgin  and  Niin; 
asked  the  noble  Lord  the  Chancelbr  of 
the  Duchy  of  Lancaster,  Whether  h« 
could  state  the  names  of  the  Scotck 
counties  in  which  the  Hessian  fly  vts 
reported  to  exist  at  present,  and  tha 
oxtont  in  each  county;  also,  whethff 
tho  Government  would  instruct  a  MeS' 
bor  of  tho  Special  Committee  to  proceed 
to  Scotland  to  make  a  similar  inquiry  to 
that  mado  in  England;  and,  more  espfi- 
cially,  whether  he  would  visit  the  Gooa- 
ties  of  Elgin  and  Nairn  for  that  ps^ 
poso  ? 

The  chancellor  of  tub  DUCHI 
(Lord  John  Manners)  (Leioeetershiv^ 
E.) :  The  counties  in  Scotland  in  whiflk 
tho  Uossian  fly  has  appeared  are  as  fol- 
lows : — Aberdeenshire,  slight  attack; 
Berwickshire,  very  slight ;  Fifeshira^ 
extensive ;  Forfarshire,  extensive :  Kis* 
cardineshire,  extensive ;  Haddington- 
shire, slight;  Perthshire,  extensive.  I 
am  in  communication  with  my  hon- 
Friend  the  Member  for  the  Maldei 
Division  of  Essex  (Mr.  Gray)  as  to  hii 
visit  to  Scotland  for  the  purpose  of  in- 
quiry.   I  do  not  think  I  ought  to  in* 


33        Iruh  National  League     {AuausT  26,  1887}     (Special  Proclamation).         84 


straot  my  hoD.  Friend  as  to  the  counties 
in  Scotland  which  he  should  specially 
visit. 

ORDERS    OF   THE    BAT. 


IBISH    NATIONAL    LEAGUE    (SPECIAL 
PROCLAMATION). 

motion  for  an  address. 

[adjourned  debate.] 

Order  read,  for  resuming  Adjourned 
Debate  on  Question  [25th  August], 

"  That  an  humble  Address  be  presented  to  Her 
Majesty,  humbly  to  represent  to  Her  Majesty 
that  there  has  been  laid  before  this  House  a 
Special  Proclamation  of  the  Viceroy  of  Ireland, 
declaring  the  Association  known  as  the  Irish 
Kational  League  to  be  a  dangerous  Association, 
under  *  The  Criminal  Law  and  Procedure  (Ire- 
land) Act,  1887. ' 

'*  That  no  information  has  been  furnished  to 
Parliament  to  justify  the  issue  of  the  said 
Special  Proclamation,  by  virtue  of  which  Her 
Majesty's  subjects  are  liable  to  be  punished  as 
criminals  without  judicial  inquiry  into  the 
nature  of  their  acts. 

*<And,  that  this  House,  in  the  absence  of 
snch  information,  prays  that  the  said  Procla- 
mation shall  not  continue  in  force  as  to  the 
Association  named  and  described  therein." — 
(Mr,  Gladatoiie.) 

Question  again  proposed. 
Debate  resumed. 

Sir  GEORGE  TREVELYAN  (Glas- 
gow, Bridgeton) :  Sir,  I  consider  my- 
self very  fortunate  in  having  returned  to 
the  House  at  a  time  when  I  can  utilize 
the  experience  I  gained  in  the  most  im- 

fortant  position  I  ever  held  and  pro- 
ably  ever  shall  hold.  While  I  was  8e- 
oretiu:y  to  Lord  Spencer  the  principles 
upon  which  law  and  order  can  be  re- 
stored and  maintained  in  Ireland  were 
burnt  deeply  into  my  mind  by  observing 
the  consequences  of  errors  which  had 
been  committed  in  the  past,  by  our  own 
mistakes,  and  by  the  success  of  the 
policy  which,  even  while  those  mistakes 
were  being  committed,  we  were  steadily 
trying  to  pursue.  The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland 
[Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour) — and  I  hope  that  in 
speaking  of  him  I  shall  never  forget  the 
tone  in  which  a  former  Chief  Secretary 
3Ught  to  speak  of  a  present  one,  or  to 
make  allowances  for  those  difficulties 
sehich  I  know  so  well  to  exist  from  my 
>wn  experience — the  right  hon.  Gontle- 
tnan  the  Chief  Secretary  began  the 
oiore  serious  part  of  his  speech  by 
reading  what  he  said  was  an  extract 

VOL.  COOXX.    [thibd  seeibs.] 


from  a  speech  of  mine.  Well,  I  did  not 
remember  it.  I  could  not  remember  it 
especially,  among  a  hundred  just  like 
it.  But  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
not  read  three  lines  before  I  clearly  re- 
cognized the  style  and  line  of  thought. 
He  read  these  words — 

'*  Every  "quiet  citizen  and  every  member  of 
that  minority,  which  would  not  be  a  minority 
if  both  Parties  would  join  in  a  determination 
that  law  and  order  should  be  no  longer  trifled 
with  in  Ireland,  any  more  than  it  is  trifled  with 
in  Yorkshire  or  in  Somersetshire." 

Law  and  order  were  trifled  with  less  and 
less  every  month  that  Lord  Spencer  was 
in  Ireland  until  they  almost  ceased  to  be 
trifled  with  at  all ;  and  that  was  because, 
according  to  his  lights,  he  applied  to 
Ireland  the  policy  which  in  like  cir- 
cumstances he  would  have  applied  to 
Somersetshire  or  Yorkshire — a  policy 
which,  as  I  shall  presently  prove  incon- 
trovertibly,  is  diametrically  opposite  to 
that  embodied  and  foreshadowed  in  the 
Proclamation  of  the  Government.  I  am 
not  now  speaking  of  the  present  Crimes 
Bill.  Now  the  difference  of  policy 
began  very  early,  in  the  different  man- 
ner in  which  we  used  to  present  our 
measures  to  Parliament.  No  one  can 
forget  who  took  a  part  in  the  discus- 
sions on  the  Crimes  Bill  of  1882  the 
very  serious  method  in  which  we  pre- 
sented it  to  the  House,  and  the  very 
serious  grounds  upon  which  we  pre- 
sented it.  We  did  not  ask  the  House 
to  accept  that  measure  on  hearsay ;  we 
argued  the  case  from  published  and 
public  documents ;  we  argued  the  ques- 
tion of  special  juries,  a  most  important 
part  of  the  measure,  from  the  Blue  Book 
of  a  Committee  of  the  House  of  Lords 
which,  I  suppose,  had  been  six  months 
before  the  House.  We  based  our  state- 
ments of  the  necessity  of  a  Crimes  Bill 
on  Parliamentary  Returns  of  outrages, 
and  very  grave  Returns  they  were. 
Those  were  not  the  days  when  you  had 
white  gloves  at  Assizes  and  Judges  con« 
gratulating  your  Juries  on  their  having 
no  work  to  do.  The  Papers  were  placed 
before  Parliament  which  showed  7,788 
outrages  in  the  previous  year  and  26 
agrarian  and  poutical  murders  in  the 
first  half  of  the  year  with  which  we 
were  dealing,  and  when  we  came  to  the 
nature  of  those  outrages  it  was  not  a 
question  of  reading  them  from  notes  of 
speeches  to  the  House  which  it  heard  for 
the  first  time.    Here  is  the  Return  for 
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1881,  containing  particulars  of,  I  sup- 
pose, 500  oases  of  homicide,  firing  at  the 
person,  amd  firing  into  dwelliugs.  You 
can  almost  read  them  across  the  floor  of 
the  House,  they  are  so  largely  printed  ; 
and  that  Keturn  was  in  the  hands  of 
hon.  Members  for  months  before  we  in- 
troduced the  Crimes  Bill.  Now,  if  any 
hon.  Member  had  doubted  the  information 
contained  in  this  Keturn  he  had  plenty 
of  time  to  write  over  to  Ireland,  or  even 
to  go  over  to  get  up  a  counter-case.  But 
what  was  the  case  last  night  ?  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  read  a  series  of 
statements  drawn,  he  said,  from  three 
sources — **  Advertisements  in  the  news- 
papers, confidential  documents,  and 
notes  which  he  had  made  in  certain 
cases  " — and  lean  assure  him,  although 
I  never  heard  a  clearer  or  better  spoken 
speech,  that  it  required  close  and  minute 
attention  to  discover  from  which  source 
those  different  statements  wore  taken. 
Now,  recollect  what  we  are  engaged 
upon  to-night.  If  we  sanction  this 
Proclamation  every  Irishman  who  be- 
loDgs  to  the  National  League,  and  who 
will  not  leave  it  at  the  command  of  the 
Government,  will  be  liable,  at  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  Government,  to  be  severely 
punished  as  a  common  criminal.  That 
liability  after  to-night,  if  the  Proclama- 
tion is  sanctioned,  will  not  depend  upon 
any  judicial  proceeding  whatever  that  is 
worth  the  name.  Perhaps  hon.  Mem- 
bers think  in  saying  this  that  I  am 
casting  a  slur  upon  the  Eesident  Magis- 
trates as  implying  that  they  are  in  some 
sense  the  tools  of  the  Government. 
That  was  the  impression  of  the  noble 
Lord  the  Member  for  South  Paddington 
(LordRandolph Churchill),  who  charged 
me  in  a  sort  of  easy  and  sketchy  manner 
in  The  Times  with  having  spoken  very 
highly  of  the  Eesident  Magistrates  when 
I  was  Chief  Secretary,  and  I  ought,  he 
said,  to  trust  them  now.  To  this  I  re- 
plied— 

"I  have  spoken  and  I  speak  highly  of  the 
Resident  Magistrates  as  a  class,  and  I  am 
extremely  grateful  to  them  for  the  hearty  and 
loyal  manner  in  'which  thev  seconded  and 
served  Lord  Spencer.  Thinking  highly  of 
them,  I  trust  them ;  and  I  am  quite  certain 
that  when  Lord  Londonderry  has  proclaimed 
the  National  League,  and  when  any  Irish  Par- 
liamentary Representative,  or  editor,  or  priest, 
or  farmer  is  brought  before  the  Bench  on  the 
charge  of  belonging  to  that  League,  and  when 
that  charge  is  proved,  the  Resident  Magistrate 
will  commit  him  to  gaol  with  hard  labour,  as 

8%r  George  Trevelyan 


by  his  judicial  obligation  he  will  be  abaolaiely 
bound  to  do." 

That  letter  appeared  in  Th^  7\m$%^  and 
a  few  days  arterwards  I  received  a  letter 
from  one  of  the  ablest  and  beat  of  the 
class  of  Kesident  Magistrates,  in  which 
he  thanked  me  for  exactly  stating  their 
case,  and  the  terrible,  unavoidable,  in- 
vidious task  which  was  thrown]  upon 
them,  exactly  as,  he  said,  he  wished  to 
have  it  stated.  Onoe  let  the  lieagae  be 
proclaimed,  and  the  thing  is  over,  and 
every  Irishman  who  is-  sent  before  a 
Eesident  Magistrate  will  g^  to  prison, 
as  certainly  as  if  he  were  sent  to  the 
Bastille  by  a  Uitre  ds  eaeh$t.  He  will 
have  no  trial  after  this.  This  is  the  onlj 
trial  he  will  get — here,  and  now,  on  the 
floor  of  this  House ;  and  the  statements 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  and  tiie 
statements  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
South  Tyrone  (Mr.  T.  W.  Bussell)  an 
the  only  evidence  which  will  ever  be 
brought  against  him.  Their  statements 
are  of  a  nature  which  peculiarly  reqniie 
to  be  examined  by  a  judicial  prooeas. 
The  stories  are  long ;  they  spread  over  a 
great  many  months  and  years  ;  and  the 
links  which  bind  the  different  parts  ol 
the  story  together  are,  perhaps,  the  most 
important  things  of  all  about  them.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  laid  great  strsM 
on  his  contention  that  Boycotting  de- 
pends upon  the  probability  of  outrage. 
[Mr.  A.  J.  Balfoub  dissented.^  I  beg 
pardon ;  they  were  not  his  own  words; 
he  quoted  from  the  Oowper  OommissioB 
to  that  effect.  Now,  to  prove  that  con- 
tention, which,  if  the  right  hon.  Qentle- 
man  does  not  lay  stress  on  it,  I  stiO 
think  is  a  most  important  possible  oca* 
tention,  it  requires  the  most  miniite 
examination  of  many  cases ;  and  I  coaU 
not  gather,  and — reading  his  speeek 
over — I  cannot  ascertain  that  he  proftd 
that  there  was  a  great  and  growing  coa- 
nection  between  the  operations  of  ths 
National  League  and  outrage  in  Ireland. 
Now,  in  order  to  prove  that  with  the 
fulness  and  certainty  which  would 
justify  us  in  allowing  the  Govemmeiit 
to  make  the  fact  of  membership  of  ths 
National  League  a  crime  all  oyer  Izt- 
land,  we  should  have  tabulated  aocoauto 
of  the  number  of  branches  of  the  League 
and  their  activity,  and  the  number  of 
outrages  in  every  county  in  Ireland.  It 
is  quite  preposterous  to  send  people  to 
prison  for  belonging  to  the  League  it 
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Wexford,  or  in  Meath,  or  in  Koscommon 
— where  there  are  practically  no  out- 
rages at  all — because  you  have  given  us 
one  case  in  Kerry,  one  case  in  Clare, 
one  case  in  West  Galway,  and  one  case 
in  Longford — where,  by-the-bye,  the 
outrage  lately  consisted  of  one  action — 
one  threatening  letter — in  the  course  of 
three  months  in  which  crimo  has  ap- 
peared to  follow  upon  the  denunciation 
of  the  League.  But  not  only  are  these 
statements  not  complete  or  carefully 
tabulated,  but  they  should  have  been 
before  the  House  for  weeks,  and  it 
appears  that  they  might  have  been  be- 
fore the  House  for  months.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  says — 

"  I  have  been  of  opinion  ever  since  I  went  to 
the  Irish  Office  that  the  League  came  under 
the  definition  of  a  dangerous  association ;  but 
I  thought  it  inexpedient  to  proclaim  it  until 
the  Land  Act  was  passed." 

Now,  I  want  to  go  to  business  through- 
out my  speech,  and  I  shall  not  make 
any  reference  to  those  words  ;  I  did  not 
quite  gather  their  meaning,  and  it  is  not 
essential  to  my  purpose.  This  is  the 
26th  of  August,  and  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  became  Irish  Secretary  while 
the  Session  was  quite  young.  Thinking, 
as  he  then  thought,  that  the  National 
League  came  under  the  head  of  a 
dangerous  association,  he  should  at 
once  have  set  the  authorities  in  Dublin 
and  in  the  country  districts  to  prepare 
the  necessary  statements  in  order  that 
they  might  have  been  early  and  maturely 
laid  before  the  House  of  Commons  and 
the  House  of  Lords.  Instead  of  that, 
every  one  of  those  hon.  Gentlemen  be- 
low the  Gangway  heard  for  the  first  time 
from  his  mouth  the  statement  on  the 
judicial  examination  of  which  by  this 
House  BO  much  that  is  so  important  to 
them  all  depends.  They  have  for  the 
first  time,  after  post  time  on  Thursday, 
heard  this  statement.  The  verdict  of 
the  House — for  it  is  a  verdict — is  to  be 
given  this  evening  or  to  -  morrow — 
Saturday  morning.  They  have  no  time 
obviously  to  send  over  to  Ireland.  The 
House  has  before  it  the  notes  of  the 
cases  prepared  by  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man— that  is  to  say,  they  have  his  story 
with  the  striking  circumstances  put 
forward  which  have  conscientiously  con- 
vinced him  of  the  truth  of  the  case, 
which  he  looks  at  from  an  exceedingly 
different  point  of  view  from  hon.  Gentle- 
men below  the  Gangway.    Hon.  Gen- 


tlemen below  the  Gangway  did  their 
best  under  the  circumstances.  The 
hon.  Member  for  West  Kerry  (Mr. 
Edward  Harrington)  extemporized  an 
arrangement  of  counter  -  evidence  at 
dinner  time,  when  a  considerable  num- 
ber of  those  who  heard  the  evidence  for 
the  prosecution  were  necessarily  absent. 
The  hon.  Member  for  the  Scotland  Di- 
vision of  Liverpool  (Mr.  T.  P.  O'Connor) 
argued  with  great  power  and  with  a 
remarkable  array  of  authentic  facts  on 
the  connection  and  want  of  connection 
between  the  operations  of  the  National 
League  and  crime  in  Ireland;  and  a 
great  number  of  hon.  Gentlemen  listened 
carefully  and  with  loud  applause  to  the 
very  pleasant  and  courteous  speech  of 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the 
Solicitor  General  for  Scotland  (Mr. 
J.  P.  B.  Eobertson),  in  which  he  read 
out  of  a  pamphlet — which,  I  guess,  was 
provided  by  some  Society  like  the  Loyal 
Patriotic — such  statements  as  that  a 
branch  of  the  National  League  had 
passed  a  resolution  that  those  who  were 
not  with  them  were  against  them ;  and 
that  another  branch  passed  a  resolution 
that  the  members  should  employ  an 
auctioneer  who  belonged  to  the  League. 
They  heard  the  hon.  and  learned  Soli- 
citor General  for  Scotland  say  that 
notoriety  was  the  main  reason  for  at- 
tacking the  League,  but  that,  on  the 
other  hand,  on  the  spur  of  the  moment, 
and  at  an  evening's  notice,  the  members 
of  the  League  ought  to  be  prepared, 
after  that  notoriety,  with  a  complete  set 
of  resolutions  condemning  Boycotting 
and  outrage.  And  after  they  heard  this 
speech,  which  was,  as  I  sa3%  a  capital  and 
attractive  speech,  hon.  Gentlemen  went 
away  while  the  hon.  Member  for  the 
Scotland  Division  of  Liverpool  (Mr.  T. 
P.  O'Connor) — in  the  presence,  indeed, 
of  a  capital  audience  on  this  side  of  the 
House,  but  in  the  absence  of  those  who 
are  to  be  his  and  his  fellows'  judges  to- 
night— pleaded,  and  pleaded  with  a  great 
deal  of  force,  of  eloquence,  and  I  think,  of 
reason,  for  the  liberties  of  himself  and 
those  who  sit  with  him.  Now,  I  do  not 
blame  hon.  Members,  if  they  will  allow 
me  to  say  so  without  impertinence,  for 
going  away.  I  do  not  want  to  comment 
upon  their  conduct.  You  cannot  expect 
people  to  sit  as  judges  or  in  any  other 
capacity  after  midnight  in  any  great 
number.  But  I  do  protest  against  the 
Government  not  having  laid  upon  the 
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1881,  containing  particulars  of,  I  sup- 
pose, 500  cases  of  homicide,  firing  at  the 
person,  amd  firing  into  dwelliDgs.  You 
can  almost  read  them  across  the  floor  of 
the  House,  they  are  so  largely  printed ; 
and  that  Beturn  was  in  the  hands  of 
hon.  Members  for  months  before  we  in- 
troduced the  Crimes  Bill.  Now,  if  any 
lion.  Member  had  doubted  the  information 
contained  in  this  Eeturn  he  had  plenty 
of  time  to  write  over  to  Ireland,  or  even 
to  go  over  to  get  up  a  counter- case.  But 
what  was  the  case  last  night  ?  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  read  a  series  of 
statements  drawn,  he  said,  from  three 
sources — "  Advertisements  in  the  news- 
papers, confidential  documents,  and 
notes  which  he  had  made  in  certain 
cases  " — and  I  can  assure  him,  although 
I  never  heard  a  clearer  or  better  spoken 
speech,  that  it  required  close  and  minute 
attention  to  discover  from  which  source 
those  different  statements  wore  taken. 
Now,  recollect  what  we  are  engaged 
upon  to-night.  If  we  sanction  this 
f^oclamation  every  Irishman  who  be- 
longs to  the  National  League,  and  who 
will  not  leave  it  at  the  command  of  the 
Government,  will  be  liable,  at  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  Government,  to  be  severely 
punished  as  a  common  criminal.  That 
liability  after  to-night,  if  the  Proclama- 
tion is  sanctioned,  will  not  depend  upon 
any  judicial  proceeding  whatever  that  is 
worth  the  name.  Perhaps  hon.  Mem- 
bers think  in  saying  this  that  I  am 
casting  a  slur  upon  the  Besident  Magis- 
trates  as  implying  that  they  are  in  some 
sense  the  tools  of  the  Gt)vemment. 
That  was  the  impression  of  the  noble 
Lord  the  Member  for  South  Paddington 
(Lord Eandolph Churchill),  who  charged 
me  in  a  sort  of  easy  and  sketchy  manner 
in  The  Times  with  having  spoken  very 
highly  of  the  Besident  Magistrates  when 
I  was  Chief  Secretary,  and  I  ought,  he 
said,  to  trust  them  now.  To  this  I  re- 
plied— 

**  I  have  spoken  and  I  speak  highly  of  the 
Resident  Magistrates  as  a  class,  and  I  am 
extremely  grateful  to  them  for  the  hearty  and 
loyal  manner  in  'which  thev  seconded  and 
served  Lord  Spencer.  Thinking  highly  of 
them,  I  trust  them ;  and  I  am  quite  certain 
that  when  Lord  Londonderry  has  proclaimed 
the  National  League,  and  when  any  Irish  Par- 
liamentary Representative,  or  editor,  or  priest, 
or  farmer  is  brought  before  the  Bench  on  the 
charge  of  belonging  to  that  League,  and  when 
that  charge  is  nroved,  the  Resident  Magistrate 
will  commit  h       x)  gaol  with  hard  labour,  as 
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by  his  judicial  obligation  he  will  be  absolutely 
bound  to  do." 

That  letter  appeared  in  The  Times,  and 
a  few  days  afterwards  I  received  a  letter 
from  one  of  the  ablest  and  best  of  the 
class  of  Hesident  Magistrates,  in  which 
he  thanked  me  for  exactly  stating  their 
case,  and  the  terrible,  unavoidable,  in- 
vidious task  which  was  thrown  1  upon 
them,  exactly  as,  he  said,  he  wished  to 
have  it  stated.  Once  let  the  League  be 
proclaimed,  and  the  thing  is  over,  and 
every  Irishman  who  is  sent  before  a 
Eesident  Magistrate  will  go  to  prison, 
as  certainly  as  if  he  were  sent  to  the 
Bastille  by  a  lettre  de  cachet.  He  will 
have  no  trial  after  this.  This  is  the  only 
trial  he  will  get — here,  and  now,  on  the 
floor  of  this  House ;  and  the  statements 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  and  the 
statements  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
South  Tyrone  (Mr.  T.  W.  Russell)  are 
the  only  evidence  which  will  ever  be 
brought  against  him.  Their  statements 
are  of  a  nature  which  peculiarly  require 
to  be  examined  by  a  judicial  prooeas. 
The  stories  are  long;  they  spread  over  a 
great  many  months  and  years  ;  and  the 
links  which  bind  the  different  parts  of 
the  story  together  are,  perhaps,  the  most 
important  things  of  all  about  them.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  laid  great  stress 
on  his  contention  that  Boycotting  de- 
pends upon  the  probability  of  outrage. 
[Mr.  A.  J.  Balfoub  dissented.]  I  beg 
pardon  ;  they  were  not  his  own  words ; 
he  quoted  from  the  Oowper  Commission 
to  that  effect.  Now,  to  prove  that  con- 
tention, which,  if  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man does  not  lay  stress  on  it,  I  stiU 
think  is  a  most  important  possible  con- 
tention, it  requires  the  most  minute 
examination  of  many  cases ;  and  I  oould 
not  gather,  and — reading  his  speech 
over — I  cannot  ascertain  that  he  proTsd 
that  there  was  a  great  and  growing  con- 
nection between  the  operations  of  ths 
National  League  and  outrage  in  Ireland. 
Now,  in  order  to  prove  that  with  the 
fulness  and  certainty  which  would 
justify  us  in  allowing  the  Government 
to  make  the  fact  of  membership  of  ths 
National  League  a  crime  all  over  Ire- 
land,  we  should  have  tabulated  accounts 
of  the  number  of  branches  of  the  League 
and  their  activity,  and  the  number  of 
outrages  in  every  county  in  Ireland.  It 
is  quite  preposterous  to  send  people  to 
prison  for  belonging  to  the  League  in 
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Wexford,  or  in  Meath,  or  in  Koscommon 
— where  there  are  practically  no  out- 
rages at  all — because  you  have  given  us 
one  case  in  Kerry,  one  case  in  Clare, 
one  case  in  West  Galway,  and  one  case 
in  Longford — where,  by-the-bye,  the 
outrage  lately  consisted  of  one  action — 
one  threatening  letter — in  the  course  of 
three  months  in  which  crime  has  ap- 
peared to  follow  upon  the  denunciation 
of  the  League.  But  not  only  are  these 
statements  not  complete  or  carefully 
tabulated,  but  they  should  have  been 
before  the  House  for  weeks,  and  it 
appears  that  they  might  have  been  be- 
fore the  House  for  months.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  says — 

"  I  have  been  of  opinion  ever  since  I  went  to 
the  Irish  Office  that  the  League  came  under 
the  definition  of  a  dangerous  association ;  but 
I  thought  it  inexpedient  to  proclaim  it  until 
the  Land  Act  was  passed/* 

Now,  I  want  to  go  to  business  through- 
out my  speech,  and  I  shall  not  make 
any  reference  to  those  words  ;  I  did  not 
quite  gather  their  meaning,  and  it  is  not 
essential  to  my  purpose.  This  is  the 
26th  of  August,  and  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  became  Irish  Secretary  while 
the  Session  was  quite  young.  Thinking, 
as  he  then  thought,  that  the  National 
League  came  under  the  head  of  a 
dangerous  association,  he  should  at 
once  have  set  the  authorities  in  Dublin 
and  in  the  country  districts  to  prepare 
the  necessary  statements  in  order  that 
they  might  have  been  early  and  maturely 
laid  before  the  House  of  Commons  and 
the  House  of  Lords.  Instead  of  that, 
every  one  of  those  hon.  Gentlemen  be- 
low the  Gangway  heard  for  the  first  time 
from  his  mouth  the  statement  on  the 
judicial  examination  of  which  by  this 
House  so  much  that  is  so  important  to 
them  all  depends.  They  have  for  the 
first  time,  after  post  time  on  Thursday, 
heard  this  statement.  The  verdict  of 
the  House — for  it  is  a  verdict — ^is  to  be 
given  this  evening  or  to  -  morrow — 
Saturday  morning.  They  have  no  time 
obviously  to  send  over  to  Ireland.  The 
House  has  before  it  the  notes  of  the 
cases  prepared  by  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man— that  is  to  say,  they  have  his  story 
with  the  striking  circumstances  put 
forward  which  have  conscientiously  con- 
vinced him  of  the  truth  of  the  case, 
which  he  looks  at  from  an  exceedingly 
different  point  of  view  from  hon.  Gentle- 
men below  the  Gangway.    Hon.  Gen- 


tlemen below  the  Gangway  did  their 
best  under  the  circumstances.  The 
hon.  Member  for  West  Kerry  (Mr. 
Edward  Harrington)  extemporized  an 
arrangement  of  counter  -  evidence  at 
dinner  time,  when  a  considerable  num- 
ber of  those  who  heard  the  evidence  for 
the  prosecution  were  necessarily  absent. 
The  hon.  Member  for  the  Scotland  Di- 
vision of  Liverpool  (Mr.  T.  P.  O'Connor) 
argued  with  great  power  and  with  a 
remarkable  array  of  authentic  facts  on 
the  connection  and  want  of  connection 
between  the  operations  of  the  National 
League  and  crime  in  Ireland;  and  a 
great  number  of  hon.  Gentlemen  listened 
carefully  and  with  loud  applause  to  the 
very  pleasant  and  courteous  speech  of 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the 
Solicitor  General  for  Scotland  (Mr. 
J.  P.  B.  Eobertson),  in  which  he  read 
out  of  a  pamphlet — which,  I  guess,  was 
provided  by  some  Society  like  the  Loyal 
Patriotic — such  statements  as  that  a 
branch  of  the  National  League  had 
passed  a  resolution  that  those  who  were 
not  with  them  were  against  them ;  and 
that  another  branch  passed  a  resolution 
that  the  members  should  employ  an 
auctioneer  who  belonged  to  the  League. 
They  heard  the  hon.  and  learned  Soli- 
citor General  for  Scotland  say  that 
notoriety  was  the  main  reason  for  at- 
tacking the  League,  but  that,  on  the 
other  hand,  on  the  spur  of  the  moment, 
and  at  an  evening's  notice,  the  members 
of  the  League  ought  to  be  prepared, 
after  that  notoriety,  with  a  complete  set 
of  resolutions  condemning  Boycotting 
and  outrage.  And  after  they  heard  this 
speech,  which  was,  as  I  sa}**,  a  capital  and 
attractive  speech,  hon.  Gentlemen  went 
away  while  the  hon.  Member  for  the 
Scotland  Division  of  Liverpool  (Mr.  T. 
P.  O'Connor) — in  the  presence,  indeed, 
of  a  capital  audience  on  this  side  of  the 
House,  but  in  the  absence  of  those  who 
are  to  be  his  and  his  fellows'  judges  to- 
night— pleaded,  and  pleaded  with  a  great 
deal  offeree,  of  eloquence,  and  I  think,  of 
reason,  for  the  liberties  of  himself  and 
those  who  sit  with  him.  Now,  I  do  not 
blame  hon.  Members,  if  they  will  allow 
me  to  say  so  without  impertinence,  for 
going  away.  I  do  not  want  to  comment 
upon  their  conduct.  You  cannot  expect 
people  to  sit  as  judges  or  in  any  other 
capacity  after  midnight  in  any  great 
number.  But  I  do  protest  against  the 
Government  not  having  laid  upon  the 
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Table  one  shred  or  one  tittle  of  the 
evidence  which  might  have  been  before 
us  for  months,  and  of  which  even  the 
latest  and  the  freshest  portion  might 
have  been  on  the  Table  for  fully  a  week, 
in  which  case  we  should  have  been 
enabled  to  refer  to  Ireland  for  comment 
and  counter-information.  With  regard 
to  this  mass  of  stories  and  statements 
as  it  stands  before  us  I  will  say  three 
things  which  will  have  to  be  considered 
before,  in  consequence  of  these  state- 
ments, the  House  sanctions  the  Procla- 
mation. In  the  first  place,  the  general 
result  of  the  operations  of  the  League, 
even  as  here  described,  has  not  been  to 
increase  crime,  or  to  lead  to  a  general 
non-payment  of  rent.  The  League  is 
universal  in  Ireland,  and  almost  every- 
where in  Ireland  agrarian  crime  is  in- 
finitesimal in  amount  and  of  the  whitest 
dye.  Agrarian  crime  is  collected  in  a 
very  few  counties,  and  where  the  Irish 
landlords  have  made  the  same  reduc- 
tions as  landlords  have  in  England  and 
in  Scotland,  taking  Ireland  as  a  whole, 
they  have  got  in  their  rents  as  easily  as 
they  have  in  this  country.  We  see  in 
the  newspapers  that  individuals  have 
been  brought  before  National  League 
Courts  for  paying  their  rent.  Of  course, 
I  am  not  here  to  defend  that — on  the 
contrary,  I  willingly  reprobate  it  in  the 
strongest  terms.  But  in  the  same  news- 
papers we  also  constantly  read  of  large 
masses  of  tenants — the  whole  tenantry 
on  an  estate — settling  with  the  agent  of 
any  landlord  who  is  willing  to  grant 
the  remissions  which  every  landlord  has 
granted  in  this  country.  In  the  next 
place,  it  must  be  remembered  that  these 
stories — which  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man has«told  us  he  rests  his  case  upon 
— are  all  of  the  same  character.  Either 
there  are  no  outrages — there  are,  per- 
haps, few  of  these — and  no  intimi- 
dation— there  are,  perhaps,  none  of 
these— or  else  people  who  are  guilty 
of  the  intimidation  and  have  com- 
mitted the  outrages  can '  be,  and 
should  be,  proceeded  against  under 
other  sections  of  the  Act.  Thus  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  referred  to  the 
case  of  a  man  named  Patrick  Morrissy, 
whose  house  was  fired  into  because,  as 
alleged,  he  had  paid  his  rent.  But  this 
outrage  could  be  dealt  with  under  the 
4th  clause  of  this  Act.  It  was  to  punish 
outrages  of  this  sort  that  the  4th  section 
of  this  Act — the  same  clause  as  consti- 
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tuted  the  backbone  of  an  Act  of  1882 
— was  placed  upon  the  Paper.  Again, 
on  the  12th  of  June,  five  men  carrying 
arms  entered  the  house  of  Alexander 
Morgan,  put  the  tenant  on  his  knees, 
and  fired  shots  over  his  head.  The 
motive  was  that  he  had  not  paid 
his  subscription  to  the  National  League. 
Whatever  the  motive  was,  the  people 
who  did  that  could  certainly  have  been 
punished  under  the  2nd  clause,  and  I 
believe  they  would  have  been  punished 
under  the  4th  clause.  When,  again,  a 
farmer  is  set  upon  by  four  men,  and 
beaten  within  an  inch  of  his  life,  can 
anyone  doubt  that  those  who  committed 
that  act  could  be  punished  under  the 
4th  clause  before  a  special  jury  ?  Then 
there  was  the  case  of  Patrick  Kennedy, 
who  took  a  farm  from  jvhich  the  widow 
Dempsey  was  evicted.  The  secretary 
to  the  National  League  branch  wrote 
Kennedy  a  letter.  In  which  it  was  stated 
that  if  he  did  not  give  up  the  farm,  and 
that  if  he  did  not  send  some  satisfac- 
tory account,  they  would  be  under  the 
disagreeable  necessity  of  declaring  him 
still  a  land-grabber.  The  former  tenant 
— Mrs.  Dempsey — put  some  sheep  and 
goats  to  graze  on  the  farm,  and  her  son 
cut  the  meadow,  and  Kennedy  was  afraid 
to  interfere ;  and  he  stated  that  he  was 
waiting  for  the  passing  of  the  Crimes 
Act  before  asserting  his  rights.  Such 
were  the  facts  stated  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary.  But 
the  Crimes  Act  is  now  passed,  and  why 
do  not  the  Government  proceed  in  this 
case  under  the  ordinary  sections  of  the 
Act  ?  Let  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  in- 
dict all  these  people  under  the  Crimes 
Act.  There  is  no  doubt  that  under  the 
Crimes  Act  he  could  get  at  that  secretary 
of  the  National  League  in  case  he  has 
committed  intimidation.  If  the  National 
League  were  proclaimed  this  would  be 
the  result — that  probably  a  great  num- 
ber of  gentlemen  and  farmers  of  diffe- 
rent descriptions,  who  are  not  connected 
with  crime,  would  be  ashamed  to  leave 
the  National  League,  but  the  scoundrels 
and  rascals  who  commit  outrages  are 
just  the  sort  of  fellows  who  would  leave 
the  League  ;  and  then,  instead  of  Ken- 
nedy getting  a  missive  from  the  secre- 
tary of  the  National  League,  he  would 
get  an  anonymous  letter ;  and  mj  ex- 
perience is  that  under  the  Crimes  Act  or 
any  other  Act  you  never  would  get  at 
the  writer   of  that  letter.     Under  the 
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ordinary  sections  of  the  Crimes  Act  you 
may  get  at  the  real  criminals ;  hut  hy 
proclaiming  the  League  all  you  do  is, 
in  addition  to,  or  in  suhstitution  for,  the 
real  criminals,  you  propose  to  punish  a 
lot  of  people  who  have  not  committed 
criminal  acts  at  all.  The  third  thing 
to  remember  is  that  information  of  this 
clcMs  in  quite  as  great,  and  even  greater, 
abundance  was  before  Lord  Spencer 
when  he  proposed  to  deal  with  disorder 
in  Ireland  by  punishing  actual  crime 
and  not  by  proclaiming  the  Land  League; 
and  again  it  was  also  before  Lord 
Salisbury,  when  he  refused  to  take 
any  powers  at  all  of  special  criminal 
legislation  for  Ireland,  and  gave  as  one  of 
his  principal  reasons  for  not  asking  for 
exceptional  powers  that  Boycotting  could 
not  be  put  down  by  penal  means.  Now, 
I  think  it  is  a  pity  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  did  not  remember  this  more 
clearly,  and  this  it  was  that  constituted 
the  really  weak  part  of  his  speech.  He 
gave  endless  cases  to  show  us  that  Boy- 
cotting exists  in  Ireland.  He  says — 
"  What  do  you  think  of  this  ?  Did  you 
ever  hear  of  anything  like  that  ?  Is  there 
a  man  in  the  House  who  would  defend 
it  ?"  It  is  not  a  question  of  defending  these 
cases ;  it  is  a  question  of  dealing  with 
them.  And  what  we  wanted  was  a  sus- 
tained and  close  argument  to  prove  that 
Lord  Spencer  was  wrong  when  he  re- 
fused to  proclaim  the  National  League, 
and  said  he  would  be  content  to  punish 
actual  crime— to  prove  that  Lord  Salis- 
bury was  wrong  when  he  did  not  ask 
for  any  special  powers  to  deal  with  it. 
We  should  have  had,  besides  this — and 
we  have  not  had  it — a  very  clear  state- 
ment indeed  of  the  use  to  which  the  right 
hon.  G-entleman  and  the  G-ovemment 
intend  to  put  the  powers  they  ask  for — 
the  process  by  which  they  propose  to 
arrive  at  the  objects  at  which  they  are 
aiming,  and  the  limitations  which  they 
propose  to  put  upon  the  exercise  of 
those  powers,  though,  I  must  say,  I  care 
less  for  a  statement  on  this  latter  point, 
however,  for  I  feel  sure  that  before  long 
Her  Majesty's  Government  will  find  that, 
in  spite  of  themselves,  they  will  be  able 
to  put  no  limitation  on  the  exercise  of 
these  powers  at  all.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman's  omissions  in  this  respect 
have  not  been  supplemented  by  any 
subsequent  speaker.  The  hon.  Member 
for  South  Tyrone  elicited  cheers  by  ask- 
ing where  was  *  *  the  bullet  of  the  assassin 
and  the  marauding    of  the  midnight 


marauder  ?  "  One  can  always  get  cheers 
in  this  House  by  asking  this  sort  of 
question.  But  the  hon.  Member  did 
not  say  one  single  word — I  see  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  taking  a  note,  and  I  want 
him  to  take  a  note  of  this — he  did  not 
say  one  single  word  to  prove  that  these 
midnight  assassins  and  marauders  could 
not  be  punished  thoroughly  well  under 
the  Crimes  Act ;  and  he  did  not  say  one 
word  to  show  that  you  mend  matters  by 
punishing  people  who  are  not  midnight 
assassins,  and  who  are  not  midnight 
marauders.  So  far  from  that,  the  hon. 
Member  clearly  appeared  to  confess  that 
he  did  not  think  that  the  Proclamation 
of  the  League  would  do  any  good.  He 
said — 

*  *  He  wished  that  Parliament  had  not  been 
called  upon  to  give  its  sanction  to  this  Procla- 
mation. He  wished  the  Government  had  seen 
their  way  to  rely  upon  the  summary  jurisdiction 
and  the  other  clauses  of  the  Act  to  repress  dis- 
order. He  wished  they  had  given  the  Land 
Act,  such  as  it  was,  a  reasonable  chance,  instead 
of  asking  the  House  to  tako  a  seat  on  this 
switchback  railway  to  be  driven  Heaven  knows 
where.*' 

And  then  the  hon.  Gentleman  goes  on  to 
say  that  he  is  going  to  vote  for  the  Pro- 
clamation. I  am  new  to  this  House  of 
Commons,  and  this  is  the  first  time  that  I 
have  personally  witnessed  what  appears 
to  readers  of  newspapers  to  be  the  crudity 
and  excessive  frankness  with  which  cer- 
tain hon.  and  right  hon.  Gentlemen  on 
this  side  of  the  House  announce  from 
time  to  time  that  they  are  going  to  vote 
for  some  great  issue  on  what  the  hon.  and 
learned  Solicitor  General  for  Scotland 
calls  with  great  delicacy  **  collateral 
reasons."  The  performance  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  South  Tyrone  surpassed  my 
most  sanguine  expectations  ;  and  I 
earnestly'hope  itis  the  last  which  we  shall 
have  in  the  course  of  this  debate.  There 
has  been  a  trumpery  attempt  to  belittle 
the  tremendous  nature  of  this  Proclama- 
tion by  pointing  out  that  it  is  general  and 
not  particular,  and  that  it  is  only  by 
another  Proclamation  of  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant that  any  branch  of  the  League 
will  be  made  amenable  to  the  law,  and 
that  if  the  branches  of  the  League  be- 
have themselves  they  will  be  left  alone. 
There  are  two  things  to  say  to  this  argu- 
ment. In  the  first  place,  is  it  such  a 
recommendation  to  the  British  Parlia- 
ment that  a  nobleman — whether,  like 
Lord  Spencer,  he  is  one  who  judges  for 
himself,  or  like  some  Yiceroys  who  have 


43        Irish  Naiimal  League  {COMMONS}         {Special  Proelamatton).        44 


been  in  Ireland  is  ready  to  sign  every- 
thing that  is  laid  before  him — should 
have  to  write  his  signature  a  few  hun- 
dred times  before  the  liberties  of  the 
whole  country  are  at  the  disposal  of  the 
Executive  ?  But,  in  the  second  place,  it 
is  said  that  the  fate  of  the  branches  of 
the  League  depends  on  their  good  be- 
haviour. "We  musk  learn  before  we  can 
estimate  the  meaning  of  this  phrase 
what  the  standard  of  good  behaviour 
is  among  those  in  whose  hands  their 
fate  lies.  I  suppose  there  is  no  single 
in^uonce  behind  the  Government  in 
regard  to  public  opinion  that  is  more 
important  than  Tke  Times  newspaper. 
The  Times  has  most  clearly  put  this  part 
of  the  subject,  and  it  lays  down  in  a 
leading  article  the  sort  of  cases  in  which 
a  branch  of  the  League  will  be  pro- 
claimed. I  will  take  one  out  of  the 
three.     The  Times  gives  this  instance — 

*'  In  the  West  Wicklow  Election  last  year  a 
Catholic  who  had  signed  the  nomination  paper 
of  a  Government  candidate  was  forced  to  insert 
in  the  Nationalist  paper  a  grovelling  apology." 

That  is  to  say,  if  a  branch  of  the  League 
did  what  in  my  time  has  been  done  by 
political  Clubs  in  Pall  Mall— namely, 
exact  an  apology  for  nominating  a  can- 
didate of  different  opinions  from  that  of 
the  majority  of  the  Club— it  is  proposed 
that  every  member  who  attends  a  meet- 
ing of  that  branch,  or  collects  subscrip- 
tions for  it,  or  pays  subscriptions  to  it, 
shall  be  liable  to  be  imprisoned  with 
hard  labour.  Seriously  speaking,  is 
there  any  hon.  Gentleman  here  who, 
while  prepared  to  vote  for  these  extra- 
vagant penalties  against  people  who 
have  had  to  do  with  other  people  who 
are  not  convicted,  but  suspected,  under 
this  Act,  is  quite  certain  that  others — 
the  small  tradesmen  and  agricultural 
labourers  in  the  districts  which  he  repre- 
sents— would  be  quite  willing,  or  would 
dare  to  sign,  the  nomination  paper  of 
the  candidate  for  whom  he  might  wish 
to  vote  ?  But  I  would  rather  go  to  the 
Ministry  itself  to  see  what  the  standard 
of  good  behaviour  in  their  mind  is.  We 
know  that  the  honest  opinion  of  Mem- 
bers of  the  Government — an  opinion 
held  all  the  stronger  the  nearer  they  get 
to  the  Irish  Office — is  that  the  National 
League  should  be  prevented  from  hold- 
ing any  political  meeting  whatever  in  any 
part  of  Ireland.  They  held  this  opinion 
lately  so  strongly  that  when  Ijord  Spencer 
refused  to  put  down  these  meetings  by 
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law  they  gave  every  countenance  to 
those  Orangemen  who  endeavoured — 
but  not  successfully  in  our  time — to  put 
them  down  in  another  way — by  threats 
and  violence.  I  will,  first,  take  a  very 
important  Minister  whom  I  see  opposite, 
the  noble  Lord  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty  (Lord  George  Hamilton).  He 
went  to  the  Dromore  meeting,  and  I 
take  his  own  account  of  the  proceeding. 
I  am  quite  certain  he  went  with  the  bond 
fide  desire  to  make  his  protest  against  a 
policy  of  which  he  did  not  approve.  In 
discussing  the  question  afterwards  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  he  used  very  dif- 
ferent language  from  that  which  was 
used  by  other  important  people,  and  his 
words  were  the  words  of  a  responsible 
man,  and  therefore  I  give  them  greater 
weight.  He  said  they  had  come  ia 
thousands  because  the  Government  of 
this  country  shirked  its  duty.  **That 
duty  was  to  prevent  the  National  League 
from  holding  public  meetings."  Well, 
if  the  noble  Lord's  sense  of  duty  was  so 
strong — [Lord  George  Hamilton  :  Go 
on  with  the  reading.]  I  have  not  the 
passage  here ;  but  I  can  easily  send 
for  JIansard,  I  think  the  noble  Lord 
said  it  would  lead  to  a  breach  of  the 
peace  if  counter  -  meetings  were  held. 
The  noble  Lord  was  of  opinion  that  the 
Government  ought  to  have  suppressed 
the  meetings  of  the  National  League.  If 
that  was  the  noble  Lord's  sense  of  duty, 
then — duty  is  a  very  strong  word — well, 
I  suppose  it  is  still ;  and  now  the  Go- 
vernment with  which  he  acts  have  the 
power.  Now,  what  is  the  case  with  the 
Irish  Government  itself?  There  are 
some  Irish  newspapers  which  are  per- 
petually  criticizing  the  opinions  of  the 
Privy  Council  in  Ireland.  I  will  not 
examine  the  opinions  of  the  Privy  Coun- 
cil in  Ireland,  though  it  was  they  who 
recommended  the  step  we  are  now  dis- 
cussing. I  would  rather  go  to  the  Mem- 
bers of  the  Irish  Government ;  but  I 
frankly  own  I  can  find  no  clue  to  the 
Viceroy's  opinions,  and  that  makes  me 
give  more  weight  to  those  of  his  Ad- 
visers, and,  above  all,  to  the  opinions  of 
Lord  Ashbourne,  who  is  almost  con- 
tinuously on  the  spot,  who  is  the  head 
of  the  law,  and  who  is  more  of  a  poli* 
tician  than  the  head  of  the  law  in  Ire- 
land, I  suppose,  ever  has  been  in  our 
time.  In  a  debate  in  this  House  on 
February  8,  1884,  Lord  Ashbourne 
spoke  out  most  clearly.    He  argued  at 
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great  leDgth,  not  only  in  favour  of  sup* 
pressing  meetings  by  law,  but  in  defence 
and  pcdliation  of  those  who  had  en- 
deavoured to  suppress  them  at  the  risk 
of  violence.  The  late  Attorney  General 
for  Ireland  (Mr.  Holmes)  had  used  lan- 
guage which,  I  think,  should  have  dis- 
qualified him  from  sitting  on  the  Bench 
of  Justice  and  impartiality  in  such  a 
country  as  Ireland — language  which 
Lord  Ashbourne  did  his  best  to  defend. 
I  do  not  blame  him  at  the  time  for  de- 
fending the  language ;  but  I  want  to 
read  the  arguments  with  which  he  de- 
fended it.  The  point  was  this.  I  had 
charged  Mr.  Holmes  with  having  used 
this  violent  language,  and  I  said  how 
could  he  blame  Lord  Spencer  for  not 
suppressing  meetings  of  the  National 
League  when  at  tiie  time  the  Land 
League  was  first  coming  into  streog^h 
he  was  Solicitor  General  of  a  Govern- 
ment which  had  not  done  anything  to 
suppress  their  meetings?  Lord  Ashbourne 
defended  him  on  two  grounds — first, 
that  the  Land  League  was  only  at  its 
commencement,  at  its  inception  and  be- 
ginning, and  that  the  House  must  recol- 
lect that  we  must  allow  such  associations 
to  run  a  certain  length  before  applying 
drastic  powers.  In  the  second  place,  he 
said  that  the  machinery  required  was 
not  at  the  disposal  of  the  Government 
with  which  Mr.  Holmes  was  connected. 
Well,  the  National  League  is  not  at  its 
beginning  now ;  it  is  now  matured ;  it 
has  come  to  the  time  when  drastic 
powers  ought  to  be  applied  to  it ;  and 
the  machinery  which  Lord  Ashbourne 
required  is  now  at  his  disposal,  and  I 
have  no  doubt  of  the  use  which,  if  not 
to-day,  then  to-morrow,  he  will  ulti- 
mately come  to  make  of  it.  Then  there 
is  the  right  hon.  and  gallant  Member 
for  the  Isle  of  Thanet  (Colonel  King- 
Harman).  It  is  quite  idle  to  talk  of  the 
right  hon.  and  gallant  Member  as  being 
unimportant,  and  still  more  idle  to  talk 
of  his  appointment  as  Under  Secretary 
for  Ireland,  made  in  the  very  throes  of 
the  Crimes  Bill,  as  unimportant.  He  is 
no  novice.  He  is  an  Irishman  who  knows 
Ireland,  and  that  was  the  reason  he  was 
appointed.  Knowing  Ireland  he  used 
those  terms,  on  which  I  will  not  com- 
ment because  they  were  very  proper 
terms  for  the  right  hon.  and  gallant 
Gentleman  in  which  to  put  forward  his 
opinion,  as  an  Irishman,  of  what  was 
best  for  his  country.    He  said  when  he 


took  an  oath  on  becoming  a  magistrate 
he  took  it  to  serve  Her  Majesty  and  to 
do  his  duty,  and  wherever  he  was  placed 
he  thought  that  his  duty  as  a  magistrate 
and  lieutenant  of  a  county  was,  instead 
of  allowing  Land  League  meetings  to  be 
held,  to  put  them  down  by  every  means 
in  his  power  as  illegal  and  seditious. 
His  duty  wherever  he  was  placed !  Well, 
now  the  right  hon.  and  gallant  Gentle- 
man was  placed  high,  and  he  would  do 
his  duty.  These  were  the  opinions  not 
of  one  or  another,  but  of  a  very  impor- 
tant section  of  the  Irish  Government. 
They  have  got  a  giant  strength — will 
they  use  it  as  a  giant  ?  I  think  they 
will — I  mean  in  the  sense  in  which 
Shakespeare  used  the  word.  Even  if 
they  do  not  intend  now  to  use  their 
powers  for  the  purpose  of  suppressing 
public  opinion  in  Ireland  they  will 
inevitably  be  driven  with  rapid  strides 
towards  arbitrary  government  with  all 
its  sinister  accompaniments.  A  Go- 
vernment which  takes  power  to  treat  its 
political  opponents  as  criminals  will  be 
obliged — if  history  teaches  us  anything 
— sooner  or  later,  and  probably  sooner, 
to  use  that  power.  It  was  not  so  with 
the  Crimes  Act  of  1882.  That  Act  was 
very  unpopular  in  Ereland,  and  I  think 
that  means  were  taken  to  make  it  still 
more  unpopular  of  which  I  strongly  dis- 
approve. But,  though  the  Act  was  very 
unpopular,  most  people  were  not  so  much 
shocked  at  the  process  by  which  Moon- 
lighters and  murderers  were  brought  to 
justice  as  they  had  not  themselves  be- 
come Moonlighters  and  murderers.  But 
it  is  a  very  different  thing  when  you  put 
down  your  opponents  for  political  rea- 
sons. It  is  a  challenge.  \_Crie8  of 
''  Oh,  oh !  "]  Yes ;  it  is  a  challenge.  I 
can  assure  hon.  Gentlemen  that  if  they 
took  power,  whether  they  use  it  or  not, 
to  punish  members  of  the  Liberal  Fede- 
ration as  criminals,  I  should  consider  it 
a  challenge,  and  that  would  be  equally 
the  case  if  we  took  such  measures 
against  a  Conservative  Association. 
[An  hon.  Member  :  It  is  impossible.] 
Yes,  of  course ;  that  is  quite  impossible. 
That  is  why  you  view  with  such  equa- 
nimity the  using  of  such  powers  against 
the  Irish  Members.  Now,  I  can  prove 
that  that  is  the  case,  not  by  the  prece- 
dents of  a  Conservative  Government,  but 
by  the  precedents  of  a  Liberal  Govern- 
ment. Why,  almost  the  only  argument, 
as  opposed  to  the  instances  which  the 
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— I  am  speaking  of  them  as  politicians — 
and,  I  believe,  their  convictions  also.    It 
is  quite  clear  that  the  Conservative  Qo- 
yemment  must  have  seen  that  change 
coming  in   1885,   or  they  woald  have 
renewed  the  Crimes  Act.  But  the  change 
has  been  hastened  of  late,  in  consequence 
of  the  fact  that  Ireland  has  now  come 
within  the  circle  of  our  national  politics ; 
that  Irishmen  look  to  political  means 
for  reforms  and  the  redress  of  grievances, 
and  that  their  object  is  no  longer — as  it 
was  sometimes  in  the  past — to  defy,  but 
to  persuade   and  conciliate    the   great 
mass  of  their  countrymen  on  this  side 
of  the  Channel.    If  that  be  the  case — 
and  I  am  satisfied  that  it  is— I  will  do 
nothing,  and  I  will  be  a  party  to  nothing, 
which  can  once  again   sow  doubt  and 
hatred  and  suspicion  between  the  peoples 
of  the  two  Islands.    To  have  accepted  the 
invitation  that  was  pressed  upon  me  to 
suppress  the  National  League,  when  I  was 
Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland,  would  have 
been  a  blunder;  to  help  you  in  proclaim- 
in*.^  it  now  would  be,  in  me — I  do  not 
say  in   anyone   else — little   short  of  a 
crime,   and  I  earnestly  trust  that  this 
debate  will  open  people's  eyes  to  what 
we  are  doing  to-day.   For  this,  the  most 
momentous  decision  that  Parliament  has 
been  asked  to  take  in  my  time,  is  being 
taken  with  the  least  possible  preparation 
of  the  public  mind.     The  debates  upon 
the  Crimes  Bill — upon  which  I  will  not 
now  dwell — have  done  little  to  prepare 
the  public  mind  upon  the  subject.  [  Cries 
of  **  No,  no ! "]  I  think  the  most  impor- 
tant debate — that  upon  urgency — was 
held  upon   the  question  whether    the 
Crimes  Bill  was  wanted  at  all ;  and  in 
Committee — for  reasons  which  it  would 
be  most  impertinent  in  me,  not  being  in 
the  House  at  the  time,  to  try  to  define 
— the  practical  provisions  relating   to 
illegal  associations,   by  far    the    most 
serious  part  of  the  Bill,  were  passed 
en  hloCf  with  very  little  criticism,  or  with- 
out criticism  at  all ;  and  upon  the  third 
reading,  indeed,  the  House  began  to  be 
aware  of  the  tremendous  issue  to  which 
it  was  committed ;    but  by  that  time 
everybody  had  made  up  his  mind  to  be 
an  opponent  of  the  Bill,  or  a  partisan  of 
the  Bill,  as  a  whole;  and  I  hope  we 
shall  now  decide,  with  open  minds,  and 
without  any  reference  to  any  vote  which 
we  gave  either  upon  the  second  or  third 
reading  of  the  Crimes  Act,  whether  we 
will  allow  Ministers  to  employ  a  weapon 

Sir  George  Irevelyan 


which,  had  the  forging  of  the  latter  part 
been  conducted  as  minutely  and  as  care- 
fully as  was  the  case  with  the  earlier 
sections  of  this  Act,  I  am  satisfied  would 
never  have  been  placed  by  Parliament 
in  its  present  shape  in  their  hands. 

The  ATTOENEY  GENERAL  (Sir 
Richard  Webster)  (Isle  of  Wight)  :  I 
may  say  honestly  that,  although  I 
feel  compelled  in  the  discharge  of  my 
duty  to  intervene  in  this  debate,  I 
wish,  for  many  reasons,  that  such 
was  not  my  duty.  We  have  just 
listened  to  about  the  most  extraordinaiy 
speech  that  has  been  addressed  to  tiM 
House  of  Commons  for  the  last  two  Ses- 
sions. It  is  quite  impossible  to  believe 
that  the  right  hon.  Baronet  who  de- 
livered that  speech  was  the  same  right 
hon.  Gentleman  who  was  the  Ohief  Se- 
cretary for  Ireland  at  the  time  to  which 
he  referred ;  that  he  was  a  party  to  pro- 
posing the  Crimes  Act  of  1882,  and  was 
the  speaker  of  certain  speeches  delivered 
not  1 8  months  ago,  to  which  I  must  call 
the  attention  of  the  House.  In  the  fulfil- 
ment of  my  duty  as  a  public  man,  I  must 
criticize  the  conduct  of  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  somewhat  severely ;  yet  I  hope 
he  will  believe  me  when  I  say  that  it  is 
with  regret  that  I  do  so,  valuing,  as  I 
do,  the  acquaintance  of  one  whom  I  am 
not  entitled  to  call  my  friend.  I  shall 
notice  the  main  line  of  argument  whieh 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  has  addressed  to 
the  House,  by  which  he  indioated  the 
supposed — for  it  is  only  supposed- 
difference  of  treatment  of  the  jNatioaal 
League  by  the  Government  of  the  right 
hon.  Member  for  Mid  Lothian  (Mr.WTE. 
Gladstone)  and  by  the  present  (Govern- 
ment. It  must  be  by  careful  seleotion, 
and  not  by  want  of  recollection,  that  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  has  been  able  to  build 
up  the  argument  which  he  has  addressed 
to  the  House ;  and  I  should  submit  to  the 
House  that  it  is  only  by  seleotion,  only  by 
picking  out  certain  incidents  in  the  career 
of  the  right  hon.  Baronet,  that  his  argu- 
ment can  for  one  single  moment  be  pre- 
sented to  the  House.  I  must,  at  the 
outset,  be  allowed  to  notice  a  fallacy 
which,  in  my  opinion,  lies  at  the  root 
of  the  right  hon.  Baronet's  speeoh, 
and  also  of  that  of  the  right  hon. 
Member  for  Mid  Lothian.  1  venture 
to  think  that  this  fallacy  has  made 
the  speech  of  the  right  hon.  Member 
for  Mid  Lothian  last  night  and  that 
of  the  right  hon.  Baronet  of  to*xii§^ 
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possible.  The  right  hon.  Member  for 
Mid  Lothian  told  the  House,  with  per- 
fect gravity  and  with  great  emphasis, 
that  this  Proclamation  depended  upon 
the  concurrence  of  Parliament,  and  that 
it  was  a  concurrent  act  of  the  Legisla- 
ture and  of  the  Executive  Government. 
I  hope  I  may  not  be  considered  imperti- 
nent ;  but  I  should  have  thought,  before 
such  an  argument  was  used,  it  might 
have  been  asked  of  anyone  in  a  less 
high  position  than  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman— "  Did  you  read  the  clauses  of  the 
Crimes  Act  before  you  made  that  objec- 
tion?" I  assert  that  the  responsibility 
for  this  Proclamation  rests  upon  the 
Executive  Government  alone ;  it  is  the 
Executive  Government  which  have  to 
make  up  their  mind  on  the  facts  before 
them,  and  it  rests  upon  their  own  con- 
science and  responsibility  whether  such 
a  Proclamation  shall  or  shall  not  issue. 
The  action  of  Parliament  comes  in,  not 
for  the  purpose  of  concurring  with  such 
action,  but  of  endeavouring  to  revoke  it. 
[**  Oh,  oh  !'*]  I  am  strictly  accurate  in 
what  I  say.  The  Proclamation  remains 
an  effective  Proclamation  unless,  within 
a  certain  time,  an  Address  is  presented 
to  Her  Majesty.  It  does  not  require  a 
lawyer  to  satisfy  the  House  that  that 
means  that  the  action  must  be  taken  by 
the  House  at  large,  or  by  a  section  of 
the  House,  for  the  purpose  of  revoking 
the  decision  of  the  Executive  Govern- 
ment if  they  can.  If  I  might  say  so, 
with  deference  to  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man and  the  right  hon.  Baronet,  this  is 
most  important  as  showing  they  have 
entirely  mistaken  what  was  their  duty  in 
this  matter,  for  they  have  not  taken  one 
single  step  to  satisfy  their  own  minds 
and  consciences  as  to  what  are  the  real 
facts  on  which  the  Proclamation  is  based. 
The  complaint  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man and  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet, 
and  it  seems  to  have  been  suggested  to 
them,  is  that  it  is  enough  to  come  down 
to  the  House  and  say — **  You  have  not 
put,  in  the  shape  of  statistics  or  Eeturns, 
the  facts  which  are  perfectly  well 
known  to  everybody  who  will  take  the 
trouble  to  look  into  them ;  and  there- 
fore, because  you  have  not  done  that,  we 
will  allege  that  we  are  justified  in 
asking  Parliament  to  revoke  the  Pro- 
clamation." The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  Mid  Lothian  dropped 
a  very  unfortunate  expression:  In  the 
course  of  his  earliest  opening  observa- 


tions, he  said  that  the  concurrence  of  Par* 
liament  was  reduced  to  a  mere  form.  His 
words  were — **  I  am  afraid  I  must  say  a 
mere  imposture."  I,  myself,  should  not 
have  ventured  to  use  the  word  ''impos- 
ture" had  I  not  had  the  example  set  be- 
fore me  by  the  right  hon .  Gentleman.  But, 
I  ask,  on  which  side  of  the  House  is  the 
imposture  ?  On  which  side  of  the  House 
are  the  men  who  are  trying  to  impose 
upon  the  House  of  Commons  ?  In  my 
judgment,  they  are  upon  that  side  of  the 
House,  where  sit  those  who  know  per- 
fectly well  that  they  have  only  to  walk 
six  yards,  nay,  not  six  yards,  to  get  the 
most  accurate  and  perfect  information 
of  what  the  conduct  of  the  National 
League  has  been  and  still  is,  and  what 
are  the  intentions  of  those  who  support 
the  National  League.  As  far  as  we  can 
tell  from  their  speeches — as  far  as  we 
can  tell  from  the  speech  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  last  night — he  and  those 
who  act  with  him  have  never  moved 
hand  or  foot,  and  have  never  asked  a 
single  question,  in  order  to  ascertain 
whether  the  charges  against  the  National 
League  are  well  or  ill  founded,  or  whe« 
ther  they  are  justified.  Hon.  Members 
opposite  have  satisfied  themselves  and 
their  consciences  by  saying — **  We  have 
not  got  the  information  m  a  tabulated 
shape  ;  we  have  not  got  it  in  the  shape 
of  statistics,  and  therefore  we  may  assume 
that  it  does  not  exist."  The  right  hon.  Ba- 
ronet has  appealed  to  us  again  as  to  the  in- 
cident of  the  presents  of  white  kid  gloves, 
to  the  apparent  freedom  from  crime, 
and  has  pointed  to  the  absence  of  convic- 
tions at  Assizes.  But  does  not  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  remember  the  speeches  of 
the  right  hon.  Member  for  Mid  Lothian 
and  of  the  right  hon.  Member  for  Derby 
(Sir  William  Harcourt),  in  which  they 
pointed  out  that  it  was  owing  to  the 
terrorism  and  tyranny  which  prevailed 
that  persons  could  not  be  prevailed  upon 
to  give  evidence  ?  It  is  idle  for  right 
hon.  Gentlemen  opposite,  who  have  relied 
upon  those  arguments,  to  turn  round 
upon  the  Government  and  say — **  You 
have  not  been  able  to  get  convictions  at 
the  Assizes,"  when  they  know  perfectly 
well,  as  well  as  the  Government  them- 
selves— aye,  and  better  than  they  do  in 
many  ways — that  the  reason  convictions 
are  not  obtained  is  because  of  the  im- 
possibility of  getting  evidence  owing  to 
the  terrorism  of  the  National  League. 
Has  the  right  hon.  Baronet  examined 
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authoritatively  informed,  will  now  only  con-  all  I  am  here  to  do  is  to  support  the 

tinue  to  pay  under  terror."  policy  of  the  Government  in  proclaimiog 

I  crave  the  House  to  notice  the  last  the  League,  though  under  another  name, 

words   **  under  terror."      Now,  Sir,  I  of  which  the  right  hon.  Baronet  spoke, 

pass  to  a  passage  in  a  speech  delivered  I  now  come  down  to  a  speech  no  less 

at  Hawick  by  the  right  hon.  Baronet  than  three  years  later,  also  respecting 

on  February  10,  1883.     He  said —  the    action    of   the  National    League, 

"If  you  want  to  get  at  the  truth  you  must  delivered  in  the  same  place— Hawick, 

never  forget  that  there  are  two  Irelands— the  Speaking  on  the  5th  of  May,  1886,  the 

Ireland  of  men  of  all  parties  and  creeds  and  right  hon.  Baronet  said — 

rajks  and  callings,  who    whatever  else  they  ,  ^j^               ^    helpless,  the  uninfluential, 

f:S'ordT^;a  ?i«  rl^KHf '^^^^  SZn  to  J^  the  farmer  arid  labour^  throughout  the  So^ 

and  order  and  the  right  of  every  citizen  to  go  ^  ^    ^   ^  j  ^^  ^         a  terrible  risk  to 

about  his  business  m  peace  and  safety;  and  T;*^  "j^i;"v  rJoTofJi  /^«  #«ifiii;«!l  *!!«:  i  i 
there  is  the  other  Ireland-tho  smaller  Ire-  life  and  hmb,  insisted  on  fulfilling  their  1^ 
land,  as  I  firmly  beUeve-o£  the  men  who  obligations;  the  smaller  and  ^^^mWe'  officen 
foment  and  conLne  and  sympathize  with  ?•' ^*^^  ^JT' ^^^  ^^i^rL^^^y  ^"^"^^  ^^^^^ 
crime.  It  is  the  gravest  misteke  to  underrate  ^^f ««'  ^^  ^^  ^^  ?!5  ^  '^'  ?^\^^  ""^^^^ 
the  numbers  and  the  claim  to  respect  of  the  .'^ho  have  not  concealed  their  intention  of  pay- 
Party  of  Order  in  Ireland.  It  is  not  a  poli-  mg  them  out  whenever  they  can  get  a  chance.'' 
tical  Party.  It  includes  the  great  Liberal  Under  other  circumstances  I  might  dis- 
Party  of  the  North,  which  in  all  its  essential  cuss  whether  past  acts  of  the  same  Go- 
features,  resembles  the  Liberal  Party  m  Scot-  „^„„^^„i.  „^«1  •:^v,4.  r*«  ^^^^^^  ,  Vv„4.  *k^« 
i^jjj  ft  *                                          ^  vernment  were  rignt  or  wrong ;  but  they 

T     '    ,        1.  ^1.      XT-      .  1 X 1.       i-.     XI  are    not  worth  the   time  of  discussing 

I  wonder  whether  the  nght  hon.  Gentle-  them  now.     The  only  question  now  is 

man    the    Member    for    Mid    Lothian  whether  the  description  the  right  hon. 

remembered  that  passage  when  he  said  Baronet  gives  of  the  National  League 

last  night  that  an  attack  on  the  National  -^  correct?    Has  any  right  hon.  orton. 

League  was  an   attack    on   the  whole  Qentleman  pretended  to  say  that  it  is 

people    of    Ireland.    The    right    hon.  ^^^P    Why,  the  admission  was  wrung 

Baronet  proceeds—  ^^^^  the  hon.  Member  for  the  Scodand 

"  The  Parly  of  Order  includes  every  fwmer  Division  of  Liverpool  (Mr.  T.  P.  O'Con- 

who  does  not  want  to  rob  the  landlord  of  his       ^  \  i *i.^  r^  «^  Zcr L *.^  4.^ i 

due,  and  who  does  not  want  to  be  forced  to  pay  ^.^0  by  the  force  of  facts  as  to  the  resolu- 

blaokmail  to  agitation— every  poor  fellow  who  tions  to  which  we  could  have  referred 

desires  to  be  at  liberty  to  earn  a  day's  wages  by  hundreds    had   we   chosen    to   read 

by  whoever  they  are  offered  him,  without  being  them.     One  more  quotation,  and  I  will 

Bhunned,  insulted,  beaten,  and  too  probably  ^^^j    i          ^j^^t  has  been  to  me  by  no 

murdered."  o        -^         ,           i.i.ii.i.j.*         ^* 

-rr,    ^          ,                 .  .        r  .1       .  1.^  moaus  a  pleasant  task — that  of  provmjc 

What  can  be  our  opinion  of  the  right  ^^^  ^f   ^^^  ^j^^ti^  ^j   ^^^   ^gk  h«£ 

hon.  Baronet?    What  can  be  our  opi-  g^^^^^^  ^^^^^  ^^  ^^^^  t^^^^  ^  P^j  ^. 

nion  of  his  advocacy  and  hisyoteif  we  ^^^  ^^  t^e  conduct  of  the  National 

are  able  to  show  to  tho  House  that  there  League.      The  right  hon.    GenUeman 

18  no  ground  for    beliermg  that  the  ^    jf^  ^^  Hawick  on  the  8th  of  July, 

National  League  of  to-day  is  different  i^gg,  and  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  he  h« 

&»  GEoE  TREV^yX  That  "'^^^  Performed  the  operation  whioh  in 
SiE  GEOKGE  TKEVELYAN .  That  ^j^^  ^^^^^  ^f  his  speech  he  thought  im- 
speech  was  made  in  the  same  month  as  ggible.  This  is  what  the  rigEt  hon. 
m  the  Houselof  Commons  I  public  y  &enUeman  said- 
announced  I  would  have  nothmg  to  ,.„..  ,,  ...^  *  ^  ■^  ,.  . 
do    with     proclaiming    the    NatLal  thi^^a^e^jt^rr^p^^^^X'^on^f^S 

Lieague.  whatever  his  defect  might  be  in  ability  or  do* 

Sib    HIOHAED     WEBSTER:     Be-  quence,  atany  rate  wasUstened  tointheHonss 

cause  I  wish  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  o^  Commons,*  because  he  was  known  to  haTem 

to  enjoy  the  fuU  right  of  interruption  he  ^^1?!°°  ??i''l^'^f '  *l'^*®  ^^^  opinion  openly, 

I         11^      ^^  xk       •   ki.     r         1  and  to  abide  by  it,  whatever  might  be  the  ooo- 

must  also  aUow  me  the  right  of  reply,  sequences  to  himself.    He  had  been  aekiSto 

We  are  discussing  the  character  of  the  eat  his  own  words  which  he  had  deliberately 

League.     What  we  say  is  that  he  ought  spoken  as  the  result  of  his  official  experienoein 

then  to  have  proclaimed  the  League :  and  Ireland,  and  to  place  the  lives  and  property  of 

we  appeal  to  his  own  description  of  the  f^^Til^.t'.  Tl^TL^^^^^k 

National   League.     1  do  not  intend  to  i^g  people  of  Ireland  into  the  hands  of  thoM 

discuss  whether  the  right  hon.  Gentle-  who  had  never  mentioned  loyal  or  law-abiding 

man  and  his  OoUeagues  were  right  or  people  without  a  sneer." 

wrong  in  not  proclaiming  the  LMgue ;  NoW;  that  has  a  bearing  on  the  dieom- 
8ir  Richard  Wehtter 
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sion  whether  the  power  of  the  League 
ought  to  have  been  proolaimed  by  the 
Gt)yerQmeiit  of  which  the  right  hon. 
Gentlemaa  was  a  Member.  It  may  be 
that  in  the  earlier  days  of  the  League  it 
was  not  so  powerful,  or  in  a  position  to 
do  such  mischief  as  it  has  since  done. 
Can  we  adopt  a  fairer  standard  than 
that  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  ex- 
pressed opinion,  formed  as  the  result  of 
his  official  experience  in  Ireland  ?  That 
conviction  was  expressed  by  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  at  a  time  when  it  was  his 
interest,  if  he  could,  to  patch  up  his 
differences  with  the  National  League, 
and  his  conscience  would  not  allow  him 
to  do  it.  Let  us  now  see  what  the  real 
position  of  this  matter  is ;  but  I  will 
first  make  one  frank  admission  to  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite.  I  have  never  been 
to  Ireland,  and  I  am  not  well  able, 
therefore,  to  pronounce  their  beautiful 
Irish  names ;  but  it  does  not  require  a 
visit  to  Ireland  to  appreciate  what  is 
going  on  there. 

Mk.  T.  M.  HEALT  :  Or  a  visit  to  the 
moon. 

Mb.  speaker  :  Order,  order ! 

8i»  RIOHARD  WEBSTER :  I  sup- 
pose the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman's 
observation  has  some  reference  to  Moon- 
lighting, for  I  do  not  see  what  other 
subject  it  can  relate  to.  Hon.  Members 
below  the  Gangway  and  hon.  Members 
opposite  seem  entirely  to  have  lost  the 
point  of  our  argument ;  they  seem  to 
forget  that  one  of  our  main  complaints 
is  that  the  publication  in  these  news- 
papers of  the  names  of  individuals 
under  certain  circumstances  is  an  actual 
and  ingenious  mode  of  intimidation, 
and  that  the  publication  of  the  names  is 
one  of  the  means  by  which  the  intimi- 
dation makes  itself  felt.  If  it  were 
necessary  I  could  call  attention  to  some 
newspapers,  and  notably  United  Ireland, 
illustrating  this,  and  if  hon.  Members 
desire  I  will  read  them.  I  have  selected 
24  papers  which,  so  far  as  I  can  judge 
by  reading  the  contents,  are  either  Na- 
tionalist organs,  or  under  Nationalist 
auspices,  and  my  belief  is  that  it  is  clear 
that  a  number  of  them  could  not  exist 
without  a  subsidy  and  support  from 
the  League.  [**No,  no!'*  and  **Not 
true ! "]  Thelistof papersisas  follows : — 
United  Ireland^  Kerry  Sentinel,  Leineter 
Leader,  Muntter  Exprees.  Kilkenny  Jour- 
nal, Tipperary  Nationdlitt,  New  Rote 
Standard,  Wexford  People,   SUgo  Cham- 


pion, Tuam  News,  Western  People,  The 
People,  Roscommon  Herald,  The  Nation- 
alist, Dundalk  Democrat,  Tipperary  Advo- 
cate, Knniscorthy  Guardian,  Midland 
Tribune,  Clare  Examiner^  Jfunster  News, 
Skihhereen  Eagle,  Anglo-Celt,  Car  low 
Nationalist,  PeopWs  Champion,  Kerry 
Evening  Post, 

An  Irish  Member  :  They  are  not  all 
Nationalist  papers. 

Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL:  With  one 
exception. 

Sir  RICHARD  WEBSTER :  I  leave 
the  two  Representatives  of  Ireland  to 
settle  the  matter  between  themselves. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  This  Gentleman 
(Mr.  T.  W.  Russell)  is  a  Scotchman. 

Sir    RICHARD    WEBSTER:     My 
argument  from  these  newspapers  is  this 
— that    not    only    in    20    or    30,    but 
latterly    in    hundreds,    and    I    might 
say  thousand    of  instances  identically 
the    same    methods    of    tyranny,    op- 
pression,   and    of    terrorism,    Boycott- 
ing, interference  with  lawful  acts,  and 
the  compelliug  to  commit  unlawful  acts, 
have  been  pursued  for  a  period  of  12  or 
18  months  throughout  Ireland.     I  want 
to  know  on  what  ground  hon.  Gentle- 
men opposite  say  that  we  as  a  Govern- 
ment, when  these  facts  are  brought  to 
our  notice,  supported  as  they  are  by  con- 
fidential   communications,    should    put 
them  aside  and  regard  them  as  nothing  ? 
Does    the    right    hon.   Gentleman   the 
Member  for  Mid  Lothian  suppose  that 
if  in  half-a-dozen  English  counties    it 
was  well  known  and  recognized  that  a 
similar  thing  existed,  anyone  would  rise 
in  this  House  and  say  the  whole  thing 
was  to  be  regarded  as  a  fancy,  and  not 
to  be  believed  ?  There  is,  first,  espionage, 
and  then  we  know  what  follows  espio- 
nage.    The  right  hon.  Member  for  Mid 
Lothian  said  last  night  that  we  could 
not  possibly  produce  the  evidence  upon 
which  we  act,  because  it  would  not  bear 
the  light  of  day.    Does  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  not  know,  with  the  evidence 
of  these    hundreds   and   thousands   of 
League  resolutions    before   him,  what 
would  be  the  result  of  publishing  the 
details  of  these  cases?      Does  he  say 
that   the    resolutions    passed  with  the 
knowledge  of   hon.   Gentlemen    below 
the  Gangway,  and  for  which  they  are 
morally  if  not  legally  responsible,    do 
not  mean  what  they  say,  and  are   all 
bunkum,  and  are  not  enforced  by  those 
who  pass  them  ?    We  are  astonished  at 
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And  if  this  Boycotting  be  the  engine, 
the  instruments  are  the  people.  Mr. 
Speaker,  the  Government  are  told  that  this 
is  to  be  a  death  struggle.  In  that  death 
struggle  Her  Majesty's  Government 
or  the  National  League  will  go  down. 
We  welcome  the  battle.  We  have  no 
fear  in  the  matter.  We  are  supported 
by  the  consciousness  that  we  have  done 
our  duty  in  this  emergency.  At  any  rate, 
whether  we  go  down  or  not,  a  very  im- 
portant step  will  have  been  taken  to- 
wards establishing  the  Government  of 
Her  Majesty  the  Queen,  and  retaining 
law  and  order  in  that  part  of  the  United 
Kingdom,  which  ever  will  remain,  I 
trust,  a  part  of  the  United  Kingdom. 
Liberty  has  been  appealed  to.  If  this 
horrible  engine  of  the  National  League, 
not  as  a  political  association,  but  in  its 
really  worst  form,  is  suppressed,  there 
will  then  be  a  dawning  of  that  liberty 
which  every  subject  of  the  Queen  is  en- 
titled to  enjoy,  and  which,  as  long  as 
Her  Majesty's  Government  are  in  power, 
they  are  determined  to  the  best  of  their 
ability  to  support  and  maintain. 

Mr.  T.  C.  HAEKINGTON  (Dublin, 
Harbour)  said,  as  one  who  since  the 
inception  of  the  National  League  had 
had  the  chief  responsibility  of  working 
the  organization  in  Ireland,  it  was  his 
duty  to  say  something  in  the  debate.  So 
far  as  his  feelings  were  concerned,  and 
if  he  could  consult  his  own  wishes,  he 
should  much  prefer  to  fight  the  issue 
with  the  Tory  Coercionist  Government 
in  Ireland  rather  than  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  and  he  hoped  that  no  Party 
in  the  House  of  Commons  would  con- 
sider that  any  of  his  statements  in  de- 
fence of  the  branches  of  the  League  or 
of  the  organization  in  general  should  be 
taken  in  any  way  as  an  endeavour  to 
prevent  the  fight  which  Her  Majesty's 
Government  was  so  anxious  to  enter 
upon  ;  but  he  felt  it  was  a  duty  due  to 
the  Eepresentatives  of  the  people  of 
England,  Scotland  and  Wales  who  had 
taken  up  the  cause  of  Ireland  in  that 
House  that  the  Irish  Members  should 
reply  to  the  arguments — if  they  could 
be  dignified  by  the  name  of  arguments 
— which  had  been  advanced  by  the 
other  side  of  the  House,  and  to  offer 
some  reply — faint  as  the  opportunity 
given  for  it — to  the  calumnies  which 
had  been  hurled  at  the  Irish  Members 
and  also  at  the  whole  Irish  Nation  by 
a  Coercion  Government  who  now  for  the 

Sir  liichzrd  Webster 


\  first  time  saw  the  iniquity  of  the  National 
League,  though  it  could  not  have  been 
less  iniquitous  when  they  were  in  sym- 
pathy with  it  and  used  it  for  their  own 
political  purposes.  The  speech  of  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the  At- 
torney General  (Sir  Bichard  Webster) 
was  a  condemnation  of  the  speech  they 
had  heard  last  night  from  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ire- 
land (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour) ;  and  a  con- 
demnation also  of  the  Proclamation  of 
the  Land  League.  The  hon.  and  learned 
Attorney  General's  speech  was  from 
beginning  to  end  an  endeavour  to  prove 
that  in  the  National  League  of  Ireland 
there  was  a  sympathy  with  crime— an 
encouragement  of  crime.  If  that  was 
the  case,  and  if  the  Government  had 
proof  of  the  fact,  why  had  they  not  the 
courage  of  their  convictions,  why  did 
they  not  declare  in  their  Proclamation 
that  the  League  was  in  synipathy  with, 
and  aided  in  crime  ?  The  Government 
had  done  nothing  of  the  kind.  Instead 
of  that  the  Privy  Council  passed  over 
all  the  clauses  of  the  Act  relating  to  the 
aiding  and  abetting  of  crime  and  pro- 
claimed the  League  on  the  ground  that 
it  interfered  with  the  action  of  the  law 
and  had  incited  and  encouraged  intimi- 
dation. The  whole  organization  of  the 
League — which  was  larger  than  any 
which  had  before  existed  in  Ireland, 
more  extensively  spread,  ho  believed, 
among  the  people,  more  representative 
of  tho  people's  character  and  feelings 
than  any  political  organization  in 
Europe  at  the  present  time — that  whole 
organization  was  to  be  condemned  npon 
mere  anonymous  stories  brought  forward 
in  that  House  in  the  course  of  debate, 
and  which  they  had  no  opportunity  of 
testing.  If  there  was  any  duty  more 
incumbent  than  another  on  a  Ohief 
Secretary  for  Ireland  it  was  that  sifting, 
and  carefully  sifting,  the  information 
on  which  he  relied  in  a  matter  of  that 
kind.  What  opportunity  had  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  of  sifting  that  informa- 
tion? Did  anybody  who  had  seen  the 
manner  in  which  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man ran  away  from  every  queation 
affecting  the  Government  or  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  law  in  Ireland,  who 
knew  that  he  was  the  only  Chief  Secre- 
tary who  never  condescended  to  attend 
to  Irish  Business,  believe  that  he  was 
able  to  form  a  correct  opinion  of  the 
character  of  the  men  who  gave  him  in- 
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formation  or  to  apply  any  test  of  its 
value  ?  K  there  was  anything  that  was 
more  calculated  to  exasperate  the  people 
of  Ireland  and  excite  in  their  minds 
feelings  of  hatred  against  the  English 
system  of  Government  it  was  the  fact 
that  right  hon.  Gentlemen  like  the 
Chief  Secretary  and  the  hon.  and  learned 
Attorney  General — who  had  never  been 
in  Ireland  and  who  knew  nothing  of  the 
condition  of  the  people,  could  stand  up 
and  allege  base  crimes  against  the 
people  and  traduce  their  leaders.  It 
was  even  more  offensive  to  their  feelings 
to  have  insulting  and  calumnious  charges 
made  against  them  by  the  hon.  and 
learned  Solicitor  General  for  Scotland 
(Mr.  J.  P.  B.  Robertson),  who  was,  if 
possible,  still  more  ignorant  of  Irish 
affairs  than  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Chief  Secretary.  He  wished  to  put 
before  the  House  what  a  matter  of  diffi- 
culty it  was  for  him,  or  for  any  of  his 
Colleagues,  to  follow  the  statements  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief 
Secretary,  because  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman only  last  night  for  the  first  time 
gave  them  those  facts.  These  statements 
could  have  been  given  to  the  House  a 
week,  a  month,  or  three  months  ago  if 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  not  been 
afraid  that  in  the  interval  they  would  be 
disproved.  The  hon.  and  learned  At- 
torney General  said  these  facts  were 
broad  and  plain  and  well-known.  If 
so,  they  must  have  been  known  to  the 
Attorney  General  for  Ireland  and  to  the 
Irish  officials,  and  if  the  Government 
did  not  want  to  snatch  a  vote  dishonestly 
why  did  they  not  give  those  facts  to  the 
House  and  the  country  before  ?  Out  of 
the  1,800  branches  of  the  National 
League  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
been  only  able  to  quote  25  cases  in  which 
branches  appear  to  countenance  intimida- 
tion. Those  25  branches  had  not  met  simul- 
taneously on  the  same  day ;  the  cases 
quoted  were  spread  over  a  period  of 
three  months ;  and  so  hard  up  was  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  for  an  argument 
to  establish  his  case  that  he  actually 
quoted  one  branch  of  the  League  three 
times  by  way  of  extending  the  number. 
He  mentioned  the  Kilmacow  branch  of 
the  League  three  times  in  different  parts 
of  his  speech,  as  if  there  were  three 
distinct  offences.  But  if  there  was  a 
refractory  branch  of  the  National  League 
at  Kilmacow  with  which  they  could  not 
deal,  would  it  be  more  easy  for  the  right 


hon.  Gentleman  to  deal  with  it  when 
there  were  no  more  reports  published  of 
its  proceedings,  when  the  public  evi- 
dence which  those  men  furnished  of  their 
unreasonableness  and  their  inconsiderate 
action  was  abolished,  and  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  only  to  deal  with  what 
they  did  in  secret,  and  which  he  and 
his  police  would  never  be  able  to  get  at  ? 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  quoted 
from  newspaper  reports  and  also  from 
official  information,  but  he  forgot  to  tell 
them  whether  what  he  quoted  from 
official  information  was  one  and  the 
same  in  any  instances  with  what  he 
quoted  from  newspapers.  Thus  they 
had  no  means  of  testing  whether  he  did 
not  multiply  his  cases  by  giving  them 
over  and  over  again  from  his  different 
sources  of  information.  Some  humour 
at  the  expense  of  the  Irish  people  and 
the  National  League's  organization  had 
been  caused  by  a  reference  last  night  to 
an  allegation  that  the  Kilkenny  branch 
of  the  League  had  expelled  a  man  who 
took  his  own  farm.  Now  he  himself 
had  received  a  telegram  from  a  member 
of  that  branch  of  the  League.  The 
people  of  the  several  districts  to  which 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  alluded  would 
only  hear  of  his  words  long  after  the 
vote  of  that  House  had  been  taken,  and 
the  persons  whom  he  had  calumniated — 
several  of  them  worthy  clergymen  and 
other  members  of  the  National  League, 
who  only  desired  to  live  in  peace,  but 
were  not  allowed  to  do  so — would  only 
read  his  calumnies  after  the  verdict  of 
that  House  had  been  cast  and  the 
scourge  had  been  applied  to  them ; 
therefore,  the  Irish  Members  laboured 
under  considerable  difficulty  in  meeting 
the  charges.  He  had  received  that  day 
the  following  telegram  from  the  Mayor 
of  Kilkenny : — 

**  Mr.  Balfour  said  that  Thomas  Ryan's  name 
was  struck  ofif  from  membership  of  the  Kil- 
kenny branch  of  the  National  League.  As  a 
member  of  the  branch  and  as  Mayor  of  Kil- 
kenny I  vouch  that  no  such  incident  ever 
occurred.** 

The  chief  SEOEETAEY  for  IEE- 
LAND  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour)  (Manohes- 
chester,  E.) :  I  quoted  from  The  Mumter 
Express. 

Mr.  T.  0.  HAERINGTON  said,  The 
Mumter  Express  was  published  in  a 
county  as  far  away  removed  from  Kil- 
kenny as  it  could  possibly  be.  But  the 
right  hon.    Gentleman  did   not   quote 
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from  The  Munaier  Expreet — he  quoted 
from  official  information.  The  telegram 
goes  on  to  say — 

**  Nor  WR8  the  name  of  any  member  struck 
from  our  list,  and  no  such  case  as  that  stated 
by  Balfour  ever  came  before  our  organiza- 
tion.'» 

Take  another  instance  mentioned  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  from  official 
sources.  In  his  endeavour  to  accuse 
the  National  League  of  having  a  sym- 
pathy with  crime  and  moonlighting,  and 
to  prove  that  intimidation  was  practised 
in  order  to  force  men  to  become  mem- 
bers of  the  organization,  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  stated  by  wfiy  of  proof  that 
on  the  17th  of  January  a  party  of  Moon- 
lighters visited  1 5  houses  in  Kerry,  and 
compelled  the  inhabitants  to  become 
members  of  the  National  League  or 
threatened  to  take  their  lives.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  at  first  omitted  to 
state  that  the  incident  occurred  in  Kerry. 
It  was  only  after  interruptions  from  the 
Irish  Members  that  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman stated  where  the  incident  occurred. 
Later  in  his  speech  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman stated  that  16  other  houses  had 
been  visited  on  the  7th  of  February — 
presumably  they  were  in  Kerry — and 
with  the  same  object  of  compelling  men 
to  become  members  of  the  National 
League.  He  had  taken  the  trouble  to 
look  up  the  charge  of  Judge  O'Brien  at 
the  Spring  Assize  in  Kerry,  If  those 
two  offences  had  taken  place  they  would 
have,  beyond  all  doubt,  been  seized 
upon  by  a  learned  Judge  who  had  ever 
been  as  anxious  as  the  hon.  Member  for 
South  Tyrone  (Mr.  T.  W.  Eussell)  to 
calumniate  the  Irish  people.  The  Oon- 
stabulary,  too,  would  have  been  bound 
to  report  to  the  Judge,  and  the  charge 
would  have  been  on  the  official  paper 
before  him ;  and  with  a  statement  of 
that  nature  before  him  a  Judge  who  had 
tried  to  blacken  the  character  of  the 
Irish  people,  who  had  tried  to  force  the 
hands  of  the  Government  to  bring  in 
such  legislation  as  that  they  were  now 
considering,  would  have  been  eager  to 
seize  the  opportunity  to  publish  the  fact 
before  the  world  as  a  charge  against  the 
Irish  people.  But  no  such  reference  had 
been  made  in  the  speech  of  the  Judge. 
He  was  able  to  prove  that  the  state- 
ment made  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Chief  Secretary  was  an  absolute 
falsehood.  He  cared  not  from  what 
Bouroe  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  got  his 
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information  or  who  the  official  was  with 
whom  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  came  in 
contact.  He;branded  the  statement  as  a 
lie,  and  the  official  who  supplied  it  as  a 
paid  hireling  whose  duty  it  should  have 
been  to  supply  the  truth.  He  had  exa- 
mined the  Ketums  of  agrarian,  crime 
for  the  period  mentioned — for  the  entire 
quarter  ending  March  31.  In  Kerry, 
where  those  31  cases  of  visiting  were 
said  to  have  occurred  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman's  private  informer,  the  Official 
Eeport  presented  to  Parliament  showed 
that  in  all  there  were  only  26  agrarian 
offences,  10  of  them  being  eases  of  in- 
timidation. Only  two  cases  of  attack 
upon  dwellings  were  mentioned  for  the 
whole  quarter ;  and  yet  in  the  lapse  of 
a  fortnight  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
stated  that  31  he  uses  were  visited  in 
order  to  compel  the  inmates  to  become 
members  of  the  National  League.  That 
was  the  kind  of  official  information  which 
had  been  supplied  to  the  House.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary 
was  quite  pathetic  over  the  Boycotting 
of  a  certain  gentleman  named  Mr. 
Justin  McCarthy.  If  hon.  Gentlemen 
would  refer  to  the  evidence  in  the  Blue 
Book  of  the  Boyal  Commission  they 
would  find  that  the  evidence  of  this 
Mr.  Justin  McCarthy  was  included ;  b^t, 
in  order  to  produce  a  good  efiPeet,  and 
make  a  case  out  against  the  Na^onal 
League,  the  Commissioners  were  so 
anxious  to  save  Mr.  Justin  McCarthy 
from  identity  and  trouble  that  his  evi- 
dence was  given  anonymously,  and  his 
evidence  was  headed  with  a  dash  instead 
of  his  name.  He  (Mr.  T.  C.  Harrington) 
challenged  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
first  time  he  was  speaking,  and  he  chal- 
lenged him  now,  to  go  back  to  the 
source  from  which  he  got  the  informa- 
tion referred  to  about  Mr.  Jastin 
McCarthy,  and  he  would  promise  him — 
and  he  was  stating  this  with  as  firm 
belief  as  he  had  of  his  own  existence— 
that  the  person  who  concocted  that  stofy, 
or  from  whomsoever  the  right  hon.  Qtmk 
tleman  got  it — the  person  who  originally 
invented  the  story  was  none  other  than 
the  famous  Mr.  Samuel  Murray  Hussej. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  not 
uttered  one  sentence  of  that  very  graphic 
picture  which  he  drew  of  the  case  of 
Mr.  Justin  M*Carthy  when  he  (Mr.  T.  0. 
Harrington)  recognized  the  style  of  Mr. 
Samuel  Murray  Hussey.  He  might  haya 
not  got  it  from  Mr.  Hussey,  bat  ho 
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would  not  dare  to  deny  that  the  person 
who  gave  him  the  information  got  it 
from  Mr.  Hussey.  He  knew  there  could 
be  no  doubt  of  it,  because  he  heard  Mr. 
Hussey  tell  the  tale  himself.  He  heard 
him  at  the  late  Assizes  at  Tralee  jesting 
about  the  particulars  of  that  very  case. 
It  had  been  alleged  against  the  National 
League,  and  it  was  insisted  upon  with 
very  great  force  by  the  hon.  and  learned 
Solicitor  General  for  Scotland  last 
evening,  that  intimidation  was  had  re- 
course to  by  members  of  the  National 
League  for  the  purpose  of  compelling 
men  to  become  members  of  that  or- 
ganization. He  wished  to  draw  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  the  early  ob- 
servations of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Chief  Secretary  in  reference  to  that 
matter.  Some  time  ago  he  made  the 
very  same  statement  in  that  House,  and 
he  (Mr.  T.  0.  Harrington)  stood  up  in 
his  place  and  said  if  any  branch  of  the 
National  League  passed  resolutions  de- 
claring that  they  would  publish  the 
names  of  their  subscribers  or  non- sub- 
scribers, that  branch  would  be  sup- 
pressed by  the  central  authority,  or  by 
him  who  was  in  charge  of  it.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  stated  that  he  was  de- 
ceived. No;  on  the  contrary,  he  (Mr. 
T.  0.  Harrington)  asserted  that  it  was 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  himself  who 
was  deceived.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man quoted  the  cases  of  three  or  four 
resolutions  passed  by  the  branches 
stating  that  they  would  publish  the 
names  of  their  subscribers;  but  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  did  not  quote  a 
single  case,  and  he  could  not  quote  a 
single  case  where  a  branch  did  publish 
the  names.  He  (Mr.  T.  C.  Harrington) 
maintained  that  this  fact  completely 
established  his  case.  The  moment  his 
attention  was  drawn  to  it  he  interfered 
with  the  branch.  He  could  not  prevent 
the  passing  of  a  resolution;  but  the 
moment  it  appeared  in  the  public  news- 
papers that  moment  his  censure,  and 
that  of  those  who  co-operated  with  him, 
was  conveyed  to  the  local  branch.  He 
defied  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  or  any- 
one who  followed  him  in  that  debate,  to 
shatter  one  word  of  the  statement  he 
made  some  time  ago  in  that  House,  or  to 
show  a  single  case  where  a  branch  did  per- 
severe in  the  publishing  of  those  names. 
He  was  not  going  to  say,  or  attempt 
to  say,  that  in  a  great  organization,  a 
branch  of  which  he  Buppoaed  was  esta- 


blished in  almost  every  parish  in  Ire- 
land, from  the  difficulties  thrown  in 
their  way  by  the  interference  of  the 
police  and  the  authorities,  and  their  not 
having  as  free  a  hand  in  its  govern- 
ment as  they  would  have  in  any  other 
Constitutional  country,  that  there  might 
not  have  been  a  case  of  irregularity ; 
nay,  there  had  been  cases  of  irregularity. 
But  this  he  did  say — and  he  asserted  it 
without  the  slightest  fear  of  contradic- 
tion— that  there  never  was  a  case  of  un- 
just Boycotting  of  that  kind,  or  of  unjust 
interference  with  the  liberty  of  men 
brought  under  his  notice  or  the  notice 
of  those  who  co-operated  with  him,  that 
they  did  not  dissolve  the  branch  or  dis- 
miss the  secretary  or  officers  who  were 
responsible  for  it.  Take  a  case  in  point. 
A  resolution  was  adopted  on  the  21st  of 
February  by  the  Macroom  branch  of  the 
National  League,  stating  that  they  would 
publish  the  names  of  their  subscribers, 
and  ask  the  traders  to  place  their  cards 
of  membership  in  their  windows.  Every- 
body who  was  acquainted  with  local 
affairs  knew  that  men,  for  trade  pur- 
poses, might  be  able  to  succeed  in  getting 
a  resolution  of  that  kind  adopted.  What 
was  the  action  taken  by  them  ?  A  state- 
ment was  forwarded  to  them  by  the 
secretary,  who  stated  in  his  letter  that 
there  was  a  difference  of  opinion  in  the 
local  branch  on  the  subject.  A  letter 
which  he  (Mr.  T.  C.  Harrington)  wrote 
on  that  occasion  had  been  telegraphed 
to  him  that  afternoon.  Here  was  a  copy 
of  this  letter  on  the  subject  to  the  secre- 
tary in  reply — 

**  It  is  a  practice  wholly  opposed  to  the  spirit 
and  policy  of  the  National  League,  and  upon 
no  account  can  we  give  it  countenance.'' 

The  Secretary   endeavoured  to  defend 

the  resolution,  and  in  reply  he  (Mr.  T. 

C.  Harrington)  wrote  again  condemning 

it,  and  saying — 

**  Your  letter  simply  amounts  to  this— that 
where  this  policy  has  been  adopted,  the  mem- 
bership of  the  branch  of  the  League  has  been 
increased.  On  behalf  of  the  Organizing  Com- 
mittee of  the  National  League,  I  have  to  tell 
you  we  do  not  value  the  assistance  and  services 
of  men  who  may  be  thus  brought  into  member- 
ship of  the  branch,  and  we  know  perfectly  well 
that  they  are  men  who  cannot  be  counted  upon 
in  troublesome  times,  and  if  the  practice  of 
placing  the  National  League  cards  in  the 
window  or  publishing  the  names  be  not  discon- 
tinued, I  should  of  course  have  to  bring  the 
matter  under  the  notice  of  the  Organizing 
Committee,  and  have  your  branch  formally 
dissolved.  It  is  a  most  objectionable  practice* 
and  I  do  not  think  it  could  be  too  highly  con- 
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demned  as  a  practice  quite  at  variance  with  the 
Bplrit  of  our  orgaoization,  and  at  best  it  can 
only  be  looked  upon  by  me  as  a  trick  of  trade." 

He  thought  that  that  language  was  quite 
as  strong — in  fact,  he  ventured  to  say 
much  stronger  than  any  of  the  hon.  Gen- 
tlemen on  the  Treasury  Bench  would 
address  to  the  Secretary  of  a  political 
organization  with  which  they  were  con- 
nected. He  challenged  them  to  say  if 
they  had  ever  condemned  the  practices 
of  the  Primrose  League  in  language 
nearly  as  strong  as  that.  Now,  as  to 
the  scandalous  imputations  that  the 
National  League  bribed  certain  news- 
papers, he  begged,  on  behalf  of  the 
Press  of  Ireland  to  repel  that  insinua- 
tion with  scorn  and  indignation.  He 
branded  the  statement  as  a  false  calumny 
upon  Irish  journalists.  He  thought 
nothing  could  show  more  clearly  the 
great  imprudence  of  one  in  the  position 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  than  the 
hazardous  statement  which  he  made 
with  reference  to  the  reputation  of  a 
number  of  hon.  Members  of  that  House, 
and  some  24  or  25  Nationalist  jour- 
nalists in  Ireland — namely,  that  the 
National  League  had  subsidized  Nation- 
alist newspapers.  That  was  a  policy 
which  the  Tory  Party  had  adopted  in 
the  past.  Every  newspaper  mentioned 
by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was  estab- 
lished in  Ireland  before  the  League  was 
established.  He  stated  positively  that 
not  one  penny  of  the  funds  of  the  Na- 
tional League  had  ever  been  given  for 
the  support  of  any  newspaper  whatever. 
Even  the  bare  duty  of  paying  the  ordi- 
nary subscriptions  for  newspapers  sent 
to  the  office  was  not  discharged.  They 
were  sent  out  of  sympathy  with  the 
organization.  When  an  hon.  Gentleman 
occupying  a  seat  on  the  Government 
side  of  the  House  went  over  to  Ireland 
in  the  early  days  of  1885,  when  the 
Tory  Government  was  in  power,  he 
availed  himself  readily  of  the  assistance 
of  the  National  League.  He  could  give 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  proof  of  what 
he  said,  and  their  organization  then,  as 
now,  used  its  best  efforts  to  put  down 
crime,  and  to  expel  from  the  branches 
of  the  National  League  anything  like 
unreasonable  conduct.  An  English 
Member  who  sat  for  an  English  consti- 
tuency on  the  Government  side  of  the 
House  was  so  impressed  with  the  truth 
of  what  he  said  that  when  in  the  course 
of  a  visit  to  Ireland  ho  learned,  probably 

Mr.  T,  C,  Harringlon 


from  Lord  Carnarvon,  how  the  influence 
of  the  National  League  had  been  cast, 
and  what  it  was  doing  in  Ireland  to  ex- 
tirpate crime,  he  asked  him  (Mr.  T.  G. 
Harrington)  would  behave  any  objection 
to  meet  Lord  Oamarvon,  and  have  a 
conference  with  him.  He  belieyed  that 
some  other  confidential  messages  of  that 
kind  were  sent  to  one  or  two  other  hon. 
Members.  He  would  not  have  said 
anything  about  the  subject  were  it  not 
that  efforts  had  been  made  by  hon.  Gen- 
tlemen on  the  Government  Benches  to 
blacken  their  character.  He  would  also 
call  the  attention  of  hon.  Members  to  an 
article  that  had  appeared  in  The  Irith 
TimeSy  a  paper  which  was  a  staunch  sup- 
porter of  the  Tory  Government,  express- 
ing its  strong  approval  of  the  course 
taken  by  him  with  reference  to  the 
Waterford  branch  of  the  National 
League  in  the  case  of  Alderman  Smith. 

"  He  would  keep  out  of  their  ranks,"  it  said, 
**  every  man  who  did  not  feel  called  upon  to 
expose  himself  to  the  risk  of  being  misrepre- 
sented, attacked,  and  injured  in  his  business.'* 

If  anything  had  been  established  more 
clearly  than  another,  it  was  that  where 
there  had  been  interference  by  the  Na- 
tional League  with  the  liberty  of  any 
person,  it  had  been  with  regard  to  those 
who  were  members  of  its  own  organiza- 
tion. Every  case  that  had  been  men- 
tioned by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was 
a  case  in  which  the  National  Leagae  had 
been  dealing  with  men  who  were  mem- 
bers of  the  organization.  The  hon.  and 
learned  Attorney  General  for  England 
had  quoted  cases  of  ricks  of  turf  being 
destroyed.  "Well,  this  was  a  course 
which  had  been  frequently  resorted  to 
by  the  owners  of  the  turf,  because  they 
knew  that  the  landlords  who  sat  on 
the  Grand  Jury,  and  out  of  whose  pockets 
the  county  cess  did  not  come,  would  g^ve 
the  applicant  three  times  the  value  of 
his  turf  because  he  falsely  stated  in  his 
evidence  that  he  was  Boycotted.  Thej 
knew  how  the  system  worked  in  Ireland. 
They  were  not  going  to  say  that  mali- 
cious injuries  of  that  kind  might  not  be 
committed ;  but  he  ventured  to  assert 
that  fully  50  per  cent  of  cases  of  that 
kind  which  came  before  the  Grand  Jmy 
were  cases  in  which  the  men  had  de* 
liberately  destroyed  their  own  property, 
and  when  they  set  up  a  false  case  to  the 
landlord  Grand  Jury,  who  did  not  con* 
tribute  a  single  penny  of  the  money  they 
gave  for  compensation — [An  hon.  Mbm- 
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ber:  Mrs.  Lucas.]  His  hon.  Friend 
reminded  him  of  the  case  of  Mrs.  Lucas, 
the  wife  of  a  magistrate  in  County  Cork. 
He  was  not  sure  whether  her  husband 
sat  on  the  Grand  Jury — at  all  events,  he 
might  have  done  so,  being  a  magistrate 
— when  the  claim  for  compensation  for 
the  burning  of  Mr.  Lucas's  house  came 
on.  The  Lucases  made  three  applica- 
tions for  compensation,  until  a  policeman 
who  was  protecting  the  house  proved 
that  Mrs.  Lucas  herself  was  the  person 
who  burned  it.  The  Lucases,  however, 
had  got  compensation  for  injuries  done 
to  the  place  three  times  before  that,  and 
probably  the  lady  was  so  encouraged  by 
her  success  that  she  determined  to  make 
a  fortune  out  oi  it.  He  should  not  like 
to  be  understood  by  any  section  of  the 
House  as  denying  that  branches  of  the 
National  League  had  expelled  persons 
from  membership,  and  that  they — the 
Irish  Members — had  not  interfered  with 
them  for  expeUing  men  from  member- 
ship who  had  taken  farms  from  which 
others  had  been  unjustly  evicted.  He 
would  not  wish  anyone  to  understand 
that  he  was  giving  any  denial  to  the 
statement  that  branches  had  so  acted  in 
that  respect.  That  was  a  policy  they 
had  not  condemned,  and  which  they 
would  not  condemn.  Knowing  how  ready 
the  L:ish  landlords  were  to  minister  to 
the  hunger  of  the  people  for  land,  know- 
ing how  the  landlords  in  their  rapacity 
had  profited  out  of  that  unfortunate 
hunger  on  the  part  of  the  people  for 
land  by  setting  one  man  to  outbid  an- 
other, he  would  rather  see  Home  Bule, 
with  all  its  blessings,  deferred  than  that 
they  should  be  taken  for  one  moment  as 
consenting  to  the  policy  of  land-grabbing. 
They  did  not  deny  that  branches  had 
expelled  from  their  organization  men 
who  took  farms  from  which  others  had 
been  unjustly  evicted ;  but  this  they  did 
deny,  that  where  a  man,  through  his 
own  want  of  industry,  or  because  ho 
was  a  spendthrift,  was  not  able  to  keep 
his  farm,  was  evicted — they  denied  that 
any  branch  of  the  National  League,  with 
their  sanction,  endeavoured  to  entertain 
a  case  of  that  kind.  If  any  branch  did 
such  a  thing  it  was  certainly  in  direct 
opposition  to  their  instructions.  But 
where  an  unfortunate  tenant,  after  doing 
all  in  his  power,  was  unable  to  pay  the 
rent  which  their  own  Commissioners  had 
proved  that  they  could  not  in  reason  or 
justice  be  expected  to  pay,  they  had 


done  all  in  their  power,  after  a  tenant 
had  been  unjustly  evicted,  to  prevent 
others  from  rushing  in  and  endeavouring 
to  pay  enormous  rents  for  these  evicted 
farms.  What  they  had  done  in  the  past, 
with  the  full  strength  of  their  organiza- 
tion and  with  their  people  well  organized 
and  disciplined,  depend  upon  it  they 
should  still  continue  to  do  in  spite  of 
the  Proclamation  of  the  Government. 
The  Government  could  go  on  with  their 
wretched  policy  of  imprisonment  and 
prosecution;  the  Irish  people  were  all 
accustomed  to  it,  and  for  himself  he  was 
more  proud  of  having  been  in  gaol  four 
times  in  defence  of  the  liberties  of  his 
fellow  countrymen  than  he  was  of  being 
a  Member  of  that  House,  and  he  should, 
if  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty  and  with- 
out giving  way  to  violence  of  language 
or  giving  any  just  reason  for  imprison- 
ment, be  more  proud  of  being  another 
time  in  prison  than  he  was  of  occupying 
a  seat  on  that  Bench.  They  despised 
that  sort  of  policy,  and  they  had  no 
respect  for  the  motives  which  prompted 
it.  They  believed  the  Government  were 
forced  to  this  action.  The  hon.  and 
learned  Attorney  General  for  England 
might  say  that  the  Government  entered 
upon  the  policy  with  light  hearts.  No, 
they  did  not;  but,  on  the  other  hand, 
the  members  of  the  National  League 
entered  upon  the  fight  with  light  hearts 
because  they  had  always  been  at  it, 
and  this  was  only  another  tiff  in  the 
struggle.  For  them  and  for  their  people 
the  struggle  had  no  terrors,  and  if  it  was 
to  be  a  life  and  death  struggle,  as  had 
been  prognosticated,  between  the  Tory 
Government  and  the  National  League, 
he  could  promise  the  Government  that 
before  the  League  was  suppressed  the 
former  would  go  down  in  ignominy. 
The  National  League  meant  the  people 
of  Ireland.  The  Government  might 
quote  a  few  instances  of  absurd,  extra- 
vagant, or  extreme  resolutions  which 
they — the  Irish  Members — had  con- 
demned in  the  past,  because  it  was 
easy  for  them  to  condemn  them,  and 
they  had  been  able  to  check  and 
control  the  action ;  but  the  Govern- 
ment by  the  course  they  were  taking 
would  render  this  impossible  in  the 
future.  The  course  the  Government 
were  taking  that  night  would  give  a 
freer  rein  to  those  who  proposed  rash 
counsels.  A  resolution  of  the  character 
quoted  might  be  carried  by  a  very  small 
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ff'^f  f^r  M.''!  fy,*;.!Ar.  Afr.  W,  K.  Gla  i- 
^♦/,Ti<'^.  ■*)'.'•/  ir.a/'J  a<'io7*r«''l  to  tr.^  fill  th-^ 
;•,..'/  ♦r,*t  ir.^^iTlay  the  action  of  the 
/-fH'i/^ri*;  t^-.ny/if: ;  I'/'it  in  a  vc-ry  charac- 
f /ir >  ^*  i  <';  rr, a  r.  r. ': r  n  'i  h  vl  r <; /  i  'od  to  reoo  ?- 
fii/'»  ftttf^l  f'if*M^  an 'J  fi/vl  or,d«;a70iired  by 
«  si^TJ/M  of  firi'»  pKf/'ivj^  V>  palliate  the 
'l^'>'U  f.ha*.  fivJ  h';';n  dofi'j.  He  had  en-  : 
d'i>iyo»ir'td  ty/  dr*;^^  ijj»  the  policy  of 
p'iMi',  pi  J  fid' r  wi^.h  aV.rih'JteH  and 
nf^ittt,*\uyA    foufidH    on    the    claims   of, 

iiiif/li':     lih'iffy.        Ifi^    late    Collea^o  ; 
09f\  to  'Of/iplaln  in  June,    I8S0,  of  his 
ihtifhiftf.'/  f/i  dmr'-yard  fa';t«i  and  rely  on 
i'ltto  phr««««5««,  tiuf\  th'j  Moiiiie  would  afToe 
fhat  th'»  rapfi';it/  of  fh't  rijjht  hon.  Oen- 
iU*innu  for  'oinin^ir  'Mipho miotic  expres- 
sion k  f'»r  di^iij^Tf  #:i:hM<)  fa/:U  wan  exercised 
to  iU  hi^host  extent  on  Thursday  even- 
ing;.     Me  jijstifif)/i  or  fix'ifjsed  what  he 
ealJ/id  fho  prrt/ti/;/»  /»f  «ixr'lii«iive  d^alin^  ;  ! 
hut  to  f;ofnpfirn   |'oyr:/itfin^;  to  ^xeltiHive  I 
flMillnpr   wmm  pri|ff<f:t|y  illiiHory.     It  rlid 
not  fffpniHont  l(fiyerittin;;in  the  slightest 
<|Mf(rnff,  or  cfinvoy  nri  idoii  of  the  liard- 

J//-.  Uaviti'tni'ij 


Tinrs  :>r  iucomforts  nnder  which  the 
^jtiizs  )i  "iie  3T-steni  suffered.  The 
•r.c^z  i  n.  .^nrleman  forgot  the  gpraphic 
iratrrrtjTi  )i  ir  lie  himaelf  once  gave  to 
iir  Z  ^^ise.  ini  had  allowed  to  lapse 
IT'  zi  '.II*  r*.--* ":ilt?0Mn  rhat  description  of 
2-  v--rdn:r  "iiat  proceeded  from  the  hen. 
yLrrHL.  "T  t'.T  'Tork  Mt.  Pamell  when 
dr^-  J."  nrvaurie*!  its  principle.  He  ap- 
3;-rir*ri  -■>  a-r  Ttteriy  oblivious  of  hoir, 
IT" 2.  Xaiioniii  Lea^ne  platfonos,  Boy- 
?  -tiZiT  vod  Imnriased  upon  the  people 
>:  Irrljuti.  Agkrng  them,  to  make  it  a 
liv-ji^  iearh  "30  those  who  would  not 
ui-j-^ct  the  ii«  tares  -jf  the  Lea^e.  The 
ie^'rirtiona  5t'  the  hon-  Vember  for  Cork 
ind  the  hon.  Member  for  College  Green 
T-^nz  fir.  fir  beyond  the  limits  of  excln- 
iiT?  iealinzr  md  reduced  the  life  of  a 
TT;in  jfubjected  to  the  system  admirablj 
iescrlhed  by  a  rev.  platform,  orator  of 
th-r  Lcdi^e  as  a  ••  living  death ; "  but 
z.\:^  thi;  rLrht  hon.  Gentleman  declared 
that  the  Frrci-unation  of  the  Natioaal 
Le.iZ'i?  TT^jnt  perilously  near  what  iraa 
:■??•. rlred  by  Sir  James  Graham  as  an 
•  ii:t  ::'  wir  :n  the  Irish  people,"  and 
i=.  thr  ^azie  brrarh  he  asserted  that  the 
Lei^i-r  had  o<:o.'.^00  members.  That 
tzizht  te  *:■ :  but.  on  the  other  hand,  it 
wa«  a  matter  of  common  notoriety  to 
th-:<e  ajft'iainted  with  Ireland  that  the 
ma;  :rlty*;f  the  remaining  4.000,000  of 
pe:^!-?  were  heartily  sick  of  the  policy  of 
th-j  Leaz^i-?.  and  would  be  only  too 
r-=aly  on  the  dr-t  opportunity  to  discard 
it3  principles.  This  opportunity  they 
had  never  had  up  to  this  moment.  The 
evidence  jiven  before  the  Cowper  Com* 
mi«^:on  showed  there  was  only  too  much 
rea*3n  for  the  people  to  suppose  the  law 
gave  them  no  protection  against  the 
dictation  of  the  League.  It  was  an 
undoubted  fact  that  the  law  required  to 
be  strengthened,  not  only  to  cope  with 
the  policy  of  rapine  and  disorder,  but  to 
protect  it  against  the  assaults  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Mid  Lothian.  If  the  law  happened  to 
bo  icefTectiial  in  the  future,  it  would 
be  because  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
had  devoted  himself  to  debauching  the 
sanctity  and  authority  of  law  in  the 
eyes  of  the  Irish  people.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  went  on  to  accuse  the 
loeal  administrators  of  the  law  as  not 
being  in  sympathy  with  the  Irish  people. 
This  was  an  ambiguous  phrase.  If  it 
iiK-ant  tlioy  liad  no  sympathy  with  Bfoon- 
lighting  and  marauding,  undoubtedly  it 
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was  true.    Then  he  renewed  his  familiar 
reliance  on  the  credence  of  Sir  Redvers 
BuUer,    who    said    that  the    National 
League  was  the  salvation  of  the  people 
against  brutal  Irish  landlords,  and  forti- 
fied himself  with  a  quotation  from  the 
hon.   Member  for  South  Tyrone   (Mr. 
T.  W.   Russell),  that  there  had  been 
**  little  or    no    reduction "   of  judicial 
rents  in  Ulster.     A  letter  from   Arch- 
bishop Walsh,  published  on  July  18, 
had  some  reference  to  that  point.     He 
pointed  out  that,  taking  the  whole  period 
of  the  years  from  1882  and  1885,  the 
percentage  of  reductions  in  Ulster  was  a 
little  over  20   per  cent,  in  Oonnaught 
20  per  cent,  in  Munster  18  per  cent,  and 
in  Leinster  17  per  cent;  whereas  the 
percentage  of  reduction  in  the  official 
years    1885-6   were — in    Oonnaught    a 
little  over  27  per  cent,  in  Leinster  24 
per  cent,  in  Munster  23  per  cent,  and  in 
Ulster  the  same  as  in  the  former  period. 
So  in  the  early  days  of  the  operations  of 
the  Land  Commissioners  the  reductions 
in  Ulster  were  as  large  as  in  the  other 
Provinces.     Then,  again,  the  evidence 
of  the  Sub- Commissioners,  Messrs.  Rice, 
Horton,   and  Bomford,    went  to   show 
that  Ulster  landlords  had  made  sub- 
stantial remissions,  and  had  taken  into 
account  the  depression    of    the  times. 
The  Proclamation  of  the  League  was 
necessary,  because  its  primary  object 
was  one  that  certainly  could   not    be 
obtained  in  a  Constitutional  manner ; 
because  if  its  platforms  were  to  be  con- 
ducted in  the  future  as  in  the  past,  there 
was  no  hope  of  peace  and  order  being 
restored  to  Ireland,   and  because  sub- 
mission to  the  League,  threatened  by 
the  organs  of  the   dynamite  party  in 
America,  would  be  disastrous  to  every 
class  and  interest  in  Ireland.     The  Go- 
vernment had  taken  the  only  possible 
action  in  at  once  putting  in  operation 
the  powers  given  them  by  Parliament. 

Mr.  W.  REDMOND  (Fermanagh,  N.) 
said,  that  as  an  Ulster  Member,  he  had 
listened  to  the  speech  of  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man (Mr.  Macartney),  also  an  Ulster 
Member,  with  regret,  for  he  failed  to  hear 
from  him  any  justification  for  the  out- 
rageous insult  that  was  about  to  be  per- 
petrated on  the  people  of  Ireland.  In 
such  a  case  as  this  it  behoved  every 
Irishman  to  join  in  a  protest.  The  hon. 
Member,  however,  appeared  to  be  satis- 
fied with  the  knowledge  that  the  Orange 
Society,  of    which  he  was   a  member. 


would  not  be  proclaimed  under  the 
powers  of  this  Act.  Yet  owing  to  the 
action  of  that  organization  the  streets  of 
Belfast  had  been  stained  with  innocent 
blood.  It  was  said  that  the  National 
League  was  to  be  put  down  because  it 
promoted  intimidation  ;  but  the  Orange 
organization  was  guilty  of  immense  in- 
timidation in  Ulster,  and  was  neverthe- 
less to  be  let  alone.  So  enraged  were 
the  Orangemen  at  his  last  election  for 
the  County  Fermanagh  that  Viscount 
Cole  proceeded  to  preach  a  crusade 
against  the  Catholic  people  of  that 
county,  telling  his  fellow-Orangemen 
that  the  time  had  come  when  the  Catho- 
lics should  be  driven  from  the  county, 
and  counselling  them  not  to  give  work 
or  let  land  to  any  Catholic.  There  was 
a  distinct  incitement  to  Boycotting  and 
intimidation ;  but  since  it  emanated 
from  a  Tory  Orange  Lord  the  Govern- 
ment had  nothing  to  say  against  it. 
While  the  Government  was  suppressing 
the  League  with  one  hand  they  were 
patting  the  Orange  Society  on  the  back 
with  the  other.  One  of  the  meanest 
features  of  the  action  of  the  Government 
was  that  it  was  plain  that  they  intended 
to  cripple  the  work  of  Nationalist  Regis- 
tration Societies  which  were  worked  by 
the  National  League.  What  would  they 
find  at  the  next  Election  in  places  like 
Fermanagh,  where  Parties  were  pretty  . 
equally  divided  ?  They  would  find  the 
organization  which  supported  them  pro- 
claimed and  its  meetings  dispersed  at 
the  point  of  the  bayonet ;  while  the 
Orange  organization,  with  its  powerful 
influence  and  unscrupulous  tactics,  would 
be  in  full  swing  in  the  same  county  at 
the  same  time.  The  whole  case  against 
the  National  League  was  founded  on 
Boycotting.  No  one  could  say  that  there 
was  any  ordinary  crime  in  Ireland  to 
justify  the  Proclamation  of  the  League. 
On  the  other  hand,  nobody  would  deny 
that  Boycotting  in  certain  cases  was  not 
only  justifiable,  but  absolutely  necessary 
for  the  existence  of  the  people.  The 
landlords  did  not  like  Boycotting  be- 
cause they  found  it  to  be  directed  prin- 
cipally, and  almost  solely,  against  land- 
grabbing.  Right  hon.  Gentlemen  had 
referred  to  instances  of  the  turf  of  men 
being  burned  because  they  would  not 
join  the  National  League. 

The  PARLIAMENTARY  UNDER 
SECRETARY  por  IRELAND  (Colonel 
Kinq-Harman)  (Kent,  Isle  of  Thanet) : 
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8ubj  ect  of  that  intimidation .   He  appears 
to  think  that  there  are  no  acts  in  support 
of  this  system  which  could  not  be  made  the 
subject  of  investigation  before  alegal tri- 
bunal. My  right  hon.  Friend's  Irish  ex- 
perience must  have  made  him  perfectly 
aware  that  the  difficulty  of  proceeding 
before  any  legal  tribunal  in  Ireland,  even 
if  composed  of  two  Resident  Magistrates 
only,    is    the     difficulty    of    procuring 
evidence.     He  must  be  aware  also  that 
the  more  complete  and  the  more  fully 
established  is  the  system  of  intimidation 
and  tyranny,  the  more  difficult  is  it  to 
procure  evidence  of  any  kind  before  any 
tribunal  for  the  purpose  of  establishing 
the  complicity  of  the  accused  with  any 
overt  act.     The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
said  that  what  the  House  required  was 
a    complete    and    sustained    argument 
why  the  policy  pursued  by  Lord  Spencer 
and  Lord  Salisbury  in  1885  should  be 
discarded.     My  right  hon.  Friend  said 
that  Lord  Spencer  had  always  declined 
to  proceed  directly  against  the  National 
League,    that  in    1885  Lord  Salisbury 
had  declined  to  ask  Parliament  for  any 
exceptional  powers,  and  he  asked  why 
that  policy  should  have  been  discarded  ? 
It  does  not  appear  to  me  to  require  a 
sustained  or  lengthened  argument    in 
reply.     I  do  not  think  that  it  is  necessary 
for  us  at  this  time  to   enter  into  the 
question  whether  Lord  Spencer  and  Lord 
Salisbury  were  at  the  time  justified  in 
the  policy    they  then    adopted.      The 
question  is  whether  that  policy  was  a 
successful  policy,  and  whether  so  success- 
ful that  it  ought  to  be  implicitly  followed 
by  the  present  Government.     My  right 
hon.  Friend  has  claimed  credit  for  the 
policy    of     the   Government    of     Lord 
Spencer,  and  has  urged  that  that  policy 
was  successful  in    reducing    crime.     I 
believe  his  contention  on  mat  point  is 
perfectly  true ;  but  it  is  equally  true  that 
the  Government  of  Lord  Spencer  did  not 
succeed  in  putting  a  stop  to  intimidation 
practiced   even    then    by    the    various 
branches  of  the  National  League.     It  is 
equally  true  that  with  the  lapse  of  the 
provisions  of  the  Crimes  Act,  and  at 
the   present  moment  that  intimidation 
and  tyranny  are  more  rampant,  more 
frequent,  and  more  organized  than  at 
any  previous  period.  It  seems,  therefore, 
to  me  that  it  requires  something  more 
than  the  authority  of  Lord  Spencer  and 
Lord  Salisbury  to  convince  the  House  that 
the  policy  which  they  adopted    at    a 
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former  period,  and  under  different  cir- 
cumstances is  to  be  implicitly  followed 
now.     My  right  hon.  Friend  appears  to 
think   that    any   association    ought   to 
secure  immunity  if  it  has  a  political  aim. 
I  entirely  agree   with   my   right    hon. 
Friend  that  in  so  far  as  the  objects  and 
action  of  any  association  are  politica], 
and  only  political,  that  action  ought  no 
to  be  interfered  with.     But  if  the  actios 
of  any  association,  whether  political  oi 
otherwise,  becomes  destructive   of   the 
liberty  and  freedom  of  the  people  of  any 
country,  if  it  becomes  subversive  of  the 
principles  of  order  and  of  good  Gt>Yem- 
ment,  then  it  seems  to  me  that  it  does 
not  matter  whether  the  professed  objects 
or  even  the  real  objects  of  that  asso- 
ciation are  political  or  private,  or  are  of 
whatever  character  you  choose,  so  that 
the  operations  or  actions  of  that  asso- 
ciation are  hostile  to  the  peace  and  good 
order    of    the    country.      In    the    few 
observations  that  I  shall  make  to-night, 
I  shall  take  it  for  granted   as   at   all 
events  decided  by  the  present  Parliament 
in  the  present  Session  that  a  good  many 
points  more  or  less  have  been  discussed 
during  these  debates.     If  the  debates  of 
Parliament  are  to  lead  to   any  result 
whatever,  if  Parliamentary  Government 
is  to  be  continued  in  any  shape,  we  must 
at  some  time  or  other  arrive  at  a  stage 
when,  so  far  as  Parliament,  at  all  events, 
is  concerned,   some    subjects  must  be 
taken  to  have  been  decided  in  debate — 
if  debates  are  not  to  be  interminable  and 
there  are  not  to  be  interminable  DivisionB 
— I  shall  take  it  for  granted  that  the 
House  has  by  its  authority  decided  that 
in  Ireland  intimidation  to  a  very  great 
extent  does  prevail,   that  persons  are 
prevented  from    fulfilling    their    legal 
obligations    and  from    pursuing^    their 
lawful  avocations,  and  that  the    chief 
agent  in  that  system  of  intimidation  has 
been,  and  is,  the  National  Leaguoy  and 
that  it  has  been  proved  that  the  ordinaij 
powers  of  the  law  are  insufficient  to 
repress  that  intimidation,  and  that  it  is 
necessary  that  the  Government  shall  be 
armed  with  additional  powers  in  order 
to   deal    with  that    intimidation,    and 
to   repress   it.      I   shall   also   assume^ 
that  it   has  been  decided  that  among 
these  additional  powers  must  be  induded 
the  power  to  deal,  not  only  with  overt 
acts  and  actual  ofEences,  but  also  with 
the  organization  and  mechanism  of  the 
association,  which  is  assumed  to  be  the. 
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bottom  and  foundation  of  this  intimida- 
tion. If  we  take  this  point  to  be  de- 
cided by  previous  discussion  in  debate, 
the  question  which  we  have  now  to  deal 
with,  although  a  very  important  one,  is 
not  a  very  wide  or  complicated  one.  It 
seems  to  me  to  be  simply  this — whether 
this  House  will  interpose  its  veto  upon 
an  Executive  Act  of  the  Government  ? 
It  is  not  a  question  any  longer  of  the 
Grimes  Act,  or  of  its  necessity.     That 

{)olicy  has  already  been  decided  by  Par- 
iament,  and  powers  have  been  confided 
by  Parliament  to  the  Government  which 
enable  it  to  proclaim,  and,  if  it  thinks 
fit,  to  suppress,  the  Natiooal  League,  or 
any  of  its  branches;  and  the  question 
now  is  whether  Parliament  will,  on  the 
invitation  of  my  right  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  Mid  Lothian  (Mr.  W.  E. 
Gladstone),  intervene  with  its  veto  to 
prevent  the  exercise  by  the  Government 
of  the  powers  which  have  been  de- 
liberately entrusted  to  it  by  Parliament. 
I  must  take  exception  to  the  argument 
of  my  right  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
Mid  Lothian  last  night,  when  he  as- 
serted, at  the  very  outset  of  his  speech, 
that  the  provisions  of  the  Act  made  Par- 
liament a  party,  either  active  or  passive, 
to  the  action  of  the  Government  in  this 
matter.  That,  Sir,  would  in  my  opinion, 
have  been  the  effect  of  the  Amendment 
proposed  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  Wolverhampton  (Mr. 
Henry  H.  Fowler),  which  required  that 
the  actual  proclamation  by  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  National  League  should  be 
confirmed  by  Parliament.  But  that  is 
not  what  the  Act  has  provided.  That  is 
a  proposition  which  was  made  in  this 
House,  and  which  was  negatived;  and 
it  appears  to  me  impossible  to  contend, 
as  my  right  hon.  Friend  contends,  that 
the  effect  of  the  provisions  of  the  Act, 
as  it  stands,  are  identical  in  effect  with 
that  which  would  have  been  their  effect 
if  the  Amendment  which  was  rejected 
by  the  House  had  been  accepted.  I 
hold,  therefore,  that  this  is  not  a  case  in 
which  Parliament  is  necessarily  com- 
mitted by  the  action  of  the  Government 
to  approval  of  their  action.  It  was 
necessary  for  my  right  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  Mid  Lothian  to  make  this 
contention,  and  to  urge  his  contention, 
because  it  was  the  only  foundation  upon 
which  he  could  support  the  charge 
which  he  subsequently  proceeded  to 
make  against  the  Government  of  with- 


holding information  which  they  ought 
to  have  placed  upon  the  Table  of  the 
House ;  but  I  hold  that  it  was  not  the 
duty  of  the  Government  to  place  on  the 
Table  of  the  House  such  information  as 
my  right  hon.  Friend  desires.  The 
Crimes  Act,  much  as  my  right  hon. 
Friend  may  dislike  it,  is  now  a  part  of 
the  ordinary  law  of  the  land.  I  believe 
that  statement  cannot  be  controverted  ; 
and  any  action  which  is  taken  by  the 
Government  under  that  Act  is  an  Exe- 
cutive act  of  the  Government,  taken  on 
its  own  responsibility,  and  taken  under 
the  same  circumstances,  and  under  the 
same  conditions,  as  any  other  Executive 
act  which  the  Government  may  perform. 
Sir,  it  is  not  necessary,  it  is  not  cus- 
tomary, for  the  Government  to  produce 
evidence  in  support  of  every  Executive 
action  which  they  take  on  their  own 
responsibility.  It  is  for  those  who 
challenge  the  action  of  the  Government 
in  regard  to  the  issue  of  the  Proclama- 
tion to  show  cause  why  that  action 
ought  not  to  be  taken;  and  it  is  for 
those  who  challenge  the  issue  of  this 
Proclamation  to  show  why  the  terms  of 
that  Proclamation  are  in  any  respect  in- 
correct, and  to  prove  that  the  National 
League  is  not  a  dangerous  association 
which  interferes  with  the  due  adminis- 
tration of  the  law.  If  the  Government 
had  come  to  this  House,  and  asked  the 
sanction  of  the  House  to  its  proceedings, 
then  I  do  not  say  that  it  would  not  have 
been  their  duty  to  lay  on  the  Table  of 
the  House  such  information  as  has  been 
asked  for ;  but  it  does  seem  to  me  that 
if  they  had  taken  that  course  in  the 
present  instance,  they  would  have  been 
asking  the  House  to  give  its  sanction  to 
this  action,  and  that  they  would  have 
been  evading  the  responsibility  which 
rests  upon  them,  and  can  rest  upon  them 
only,  and  would  have  been  asking  the 
House  to  share  with  them  the  responsi- 
bility which,  under  the  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment, this  House  does  not  possess. 
Therefore,  Sir,  if  any  responsibility  is 
going  to  be  taken  by  this  House  in  this 
matter,  it  seems  to  me  it  will  be  by  the 
action  of  my  right  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  Mid  Lothian,  and  not  by 
the  action  of  the  Government,  that  the 
House  will  have  been  invited  to  take  a 
share  in  the  responsibility.  I  do  not 
know  that  I  should  have  troubled  the 
House  with  any  observations  upon  this 
question  had  it  not  bien  for  some  ex- 
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tremelj  inaccurate  and  misleading  state- 
ments which  have  been  put  forward  with 
an  air  of  some  authority  as  to  mj  own 
position  and  the  position  of  some  of  mj 
non.  Friends  in  this  matter.  It  has  been 
said  that  neither  my  hon.  Friends  nor  my- 
self have  ever  been  consulted  by  the  Go- 
vernment on  this  subject ;  that  we  have 
been  taken  by  surprise ;  that  when  we 
learned  the  decision  of  the  Government  we 
addressed  to  them  a  strong  remonstrance; 
and  that  I  have  subsequently  expressed 
my  opinion  that  the  action  of  the  Go- 
vernment is  ill-advised,  dangerous,  and 
unnecessary.  Now,  Sir,  it  is  perfectly 
true  that  upon  other  questions  of  policy 
— especially  on  questions  of  legislation 
and  questions  of  the  Business  of  this 
House — I  have  been,  and  my  hon. 
Friends  have  been,  from  time  to  time 
consulted  by  Members  of  Her  Majesty's 
Government,  as,  I  believe,  it  is  the 
practice  of  every  Government  to  consult 
every  section  of  the  House  by  which 
they  are  supported.  And  it  is  also  true 
that  upon  this  question  we  have  not,  to 
my  knowledge,  been  directly  consulted 
by  Her  Majesty's  Government.  I  was, 
however,  perfectly  aware  that  the  ques- 
tion was  under  the  consideration  of  the 
Government ;  and  I  have  from  time  to 
time  taken  the  opportunity  of  pointing 
out  to  Members  of  the  Government  what 
appeared  to  be  some  political  and  Par- 
liamentary difficulties  in  the  way  of  this 
procedure,  and  of  indicating  a  preference 
which  I  believe  my  hon.  Friends  as  well 
as  myself  would  both  entertain  for  pro- 
cedure under  other  sections  of  the  Act  if, 
in  the  judgment  of  the  Government, 
such  procedure  would  be  adequate  and 
sufficient.  It  is  absolutely  untrue, 
however,  that  since  the  period  of  the 
Proclamation  I  have  expressed  to  any 
person,  or  in  any  place,  any  opinion 
whatever  as  to  its  expediency.  I  believe 
that  in  this  matter  the  Government  have 
felt — and  I  have  perfectly  understood 
their  position — that  this  is  a  question 
which  differs  yery  much  in  character 
from  other  questions  of  policy  or  of 
legislation  upon  which  it  was  porfootly 
reasonable  and  perfectly  natural  tliot 
they  should  take  into  council  any  portion 
of  the  House  on  whoso  votes  thoy  roly 
for  their  continuance  in  Offloo.  I  under- 
stand the  Government  to  have  folt  that 
this  was  not  a  question  of  policy  alont*, 
but  that  it  was  a  question  of  th«i  Kxmni- 
tive  duty  of  the  Qovernment,  uud^r  that 
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Act  of  Parliament  which  has  conferred 
upon  them  certain  powers  to  be  used 
upon  their  responsibility,  and  upon 
their  responsibility  alone.  They  felt 
that  this  was  a  matter  upon  which 
they  were  bound  to  act  on  their 
own  judgment,  and  that  that  judgment 
could  not  and  oug)  inot  to  be  influenced 
by  the  opinion  oi  the  wishes  of  any  of 
their  friends  sitting  in  any  part  of  the 
House.  But,  Sir,  the  agreement  which 
I  have  expressed  with  the  Government 
in  that  view  of  the  case  constitutes  no  rea- 
son, in  my  opinion,  why  my  hon.  Friends 
on  this  side  of  the  House  are  bound  to 
vote  for  the  Besolution  of  my  right  hon. 
Friend.  I  hold  that  no  vote  of  this 
House  is  required  to  enable  the  Govern- 
ment to  act.  I  hold  that  no  vote  of  this 
House  can  acquit  the  Government  in  ad- 
vance for  the  responsibility  and  the  con- 
sequences of  their  action  if  their  action 
is  wrong ;  and  as  I  hold  these  opinions, 
I  also  hold  that  it  would  be  in  the  highest 
degree  inexpedient  and  unwise  on  the 
part  of  the  House  by  a  vote  to  dis- 
credit and  damage  in  advance  the 
authority  of  the  Government,  and  to  de- 
prive them  of  that  Executive  discretion 
which  it  has  been  the  intention  of  an  Act 
of  Parliament  deliberately  passed  to  give 
them.  I  think  it  would  be  unwise  on  the 
part  of  the  House  to  prejudge  this  ques- 
tion. I  believe  that  the  Executive  acts 
of  the  Government  can  only  be  judged 
after  a  sufficient  lapse  of  their  results, 
and  I  believe  that  the  Government,  for 
their  action  in  this  matter,  as  in  all 
other  matters,  must  await  the  ordeal 
which,  sooner  or  later,  they  must 
undergo  for  their  action  before  the 
constituencies.  I  think  it  would  be  in 
the  highest  degree  unwise  on  the  part 
of  this  House,  unless  it  entertained  the 
strongest  opinion— the  strongest  convic- 
tion—of the  impolicy  of  the  course  on 
which  we  are  entering,  to  interfere  with 
the  discretion  of  the  Government  before 
time  has  been  given  to  the  House  to 
ludge  of  its  results  and  consequences. 
Mv  right  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
Mid  Lothian  entertains,  undoubtedly,  a 
strong  conviction  of  the  impolicy  of  the 
course  on  which  the  Government  are 
ontoring,  and  no  one  can  therefore  com- 
plain that  ho  should  challenge  the 
o|)iniou  of  the  House.  But,  Sir,  as  I 
diir«?r  t»ntin^ly  from  my  right  hon. 
ViiiMul  in  regard  to  the  policy  itself, 
tiiid  til  1  i^itiray  •ympathise  and  agree 


97        Jruh  National  League      {  August  26,  1887}      {Special  ProclamaUm), 


98 


with  the  objects  at  which  the  Govern- 
ment are  aiming,  I  can  be  no  party  to 
giving  a  Vote  which  shall  dissent  from 
the  mode  of  operations  which  thej  have 
adopted,  simplj  because  I  think  it  is 
possible  that  an  alternative  and  an- 
other mode  of  operation  might  have 
been  adopted.  Sir,  if  I  have  any  doubts 
upon  the  subject  of  this  policy  they  are 
doubts  which  are  inspired  by  very  dif- 
ferent considerations  from  those  which 
appear  to  have  influenced  the  right  hon. 
Member  for  Mid  Lothian.  My  right 
hon.  Friend  now  thinks  that  the  objects 
of  the  National  League  in  Ireland  are 
wholly  to  be  approved ;  my  right  hon. 
Friend  has  said  that  the  objects  of  the 
National  League  are  not  only  of  a  laud- 
able, but  almost  of  a  sacred  character, 
while  at  the  same  time  he  has  observed 
a  larger  discretion  as  to  some  of  the 
methods  employed  by  the  National 
League.  Now,  Sir,  I  have  the  mis- 
fortune to  differ  from  my  right  hon. 
Friend  as  to  the  objects  pursued  by 
the  National  League;  I  believe  those 
objects  to  be,  to  a  very  great  extent, 
aimed  at  spoliation  and  injustice,  and  as 
to  the  methods  which  are  employed  by 
the  National  League,  I  believe  them  to 
be  mainly  intimidation,  defiance  of  the 
law,  and  the  oppression  of  every  one 
in  Ireland  who  disagrees  with  them.  As 
regards  my  opinion  as  to  the  methods  of 
the  National  League,  I  am  happy  to 
think  I  am  not  very  much  in  disagree- 
ment with  my  right  hon.  Friend  him- 
self. My  right  hon.  Friend  quoted  two 
witnesses  in  favour  of  the  National 
League.  One  was  Sir  Bedvers  Buller, 
whose  evidence  has  been  so  often  re- 
ferred to  that  I  will  not  trouble  the 
House  with  it  again.  The  other  wit- 
ness was  my  hon.  Friend  the  Member 
for  South  Tyrone  (Mr.  T.  W.  Russell). 
What  was  the  passage  in  the  speech  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  South  Tyrone  that 
my  right  hon.  Friend  thought  flt  to 
quote  ?    It  was — 

'*  In  Leinster,  Munster,  and  Connaught  out- 
rage and  intimidation  bad  done  their  work,  and 
there  had  been  reductionB  for  rent." 

Upon  that  my  right  hon.  Friend  said 
that  the  hon.  Member  had  indicated 
three  of  the  provinces  of  Ireland  in  which 
there  had  been  reductions  of  rent,  and  it 
was  only  in  those  three  provinces  there 
had  been  *'  effective  action  by  the 
Leagoe."  Therefore,  in  the  opinion  of  my 
right  hon.  Friend,  the  effective  action  of 

VOL.  OCOXX.    [thibd  series.] 


the  National  League  has  been  outrage 
and   intimidation.       Cries  of  **  No  !  "] 
Well,  Sir,  if  my  right  hon.  Friend  does 
not  wish  to  indicate  outrage  and  intimi- 
dation as  the  methods  pursued  by  the 
National  League,  it  appears  to  me  that 
he  has  been  somewhat  unfortunate  as  to 
the  witness  he  calls  to   speak   to  the 
merits  of  the  National  League.     If  I 
have  any  doubts  as  to  the  policy,  I  say 
they  are  not  doubts  inspired  by  the  con« 
siderations  which  appear  to  have  actuated 
my  right  hon.  Friend;  if  I  have  any 
doubts  they  are  simply  as  to  the  proce- 
dure which  has  been   adopted   by  the 
Government.     I  do  not  know,  I  do  not 
feel  convinced   that  the  time  has    yet 
come  when  it  is  necessary,  or  when  it 
can  be  proved  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
majority  of  the  people  of  this  country  to 
be  necessary,  for  the   Government  to 
resort  to  the  extreme  power  which  has 
been  conferred  upon   them.     I  do  not 
know,  I  do  not  feel  convinced  that  they 
will  be  supported  by  the  people  of  this 
country  in  this  ns  firmly  and  as  certainly 
as  they  would  have  been  had  the  failure 
of  all  other  means  of  procedure  already 
been  proved.     I  should  have  preferred, 
if  it  had  been  possible,  that  the  Go- 
vernment should  have  resorted  to  the 
provisions     of     the     2nd  '    and      4th 
clauses,  and  that  at  any  rate   experi- 
ence   should   have   been   gained   as  to 
the  impossibility  of  acting  under  those 
clauses  before  the  last  resort  had  been 
been  had  recourse   to.     But,   Sir,   my 
doubts  are  doubts  as  to  the  procedure 
adopted  by  the  Government,   and  the 
procedure  only.     With  the  aim,    with 
the  object  which  they  have  in  view  I 
heartily  and  entirely  sympathize.     As 
to  the  justice  and  legality  of  their  pro- 
cedure I  do  not  entertain  a   doubt — I 
have  never   entertained  a   doubt — that 
they  are  perfectly  justified  by  the  facts 
which  they  have  before  them,  and  which 
in  part  they  have  produced  in  the  course 
of  this  debate,  to  proclaim,  and,  if  neces- 
sary, to  proceed  to  the  suppression  of  the 
National  League  or  any  branch  of  it. 
I  am  not  going  on  this  occasion  to  refer 
again  to  what  has  been  so  often  dis- 
cussed,  to    the  proceedings  or  to   the 
character  of  the  National  League,  to  its 
connections  or  to  its  alleged  connection 
with  crime,   and   to  the  nature  of  the 
oppression  which  it  is  said  to  exercise, 
or  to  the  justification  ict  its  proceedings 
if  justification  can  be  c^ered.        ^93t 
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my  case  entirely  upon  facts  which  I 
believe  cannot  be  disputed,  and  which  I 
do  not  think  are  ever  denied.  They  are 
facts  which  are  not  only  not  denied,  but 
which  are  positively  boasted  of  by  Irish 
Members  of  Parliament.  Whether  for 
good  or  for  evil,  for  the  purpose  of  pro- 
moting justice  or  for  defeating  justice, 
whether  by  lawful  or  by  criminal 
means,  it  cannot  be  denied  that  the 
League  has  acquired  an  ascendency  in 
Ireland,  incompatible  with  the  existence 
and  with  the  efficiency  of  the  Govern- 
ment as  established  by  law.  I  hold  that 
there  is  neither  in  Ireland,  nor  in  any 
other  country  any  room  for  two  Govern- 
ments. I  believe  that  the  National 
League  does  act  as  a  government,  and 
that  it  has  assumed  many  of  the  func- 
tions of  government  which  are,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  daily  life  of  the  vast  majority 
of  the  people,  the  most  important  func- 
tions that  can  be  assumed  by  any  Go- 
vernment. It  is  even  boasted,  not  un- 
frequently,  that  the  National  League  is 
in  Treland  the  more  powerful  of  the  two 
Governments.  The  other  day  the  Lord 
Mayor  of  Dublin,  at  a  meeting  in  that 
City,  hurled  defiance  on  the  part  of  the 
National  League  government  at  the 
Government  established  by  law.  On 
the  same  occasion,  the  hon.  Member  for 
East  Mayo  (Mr.  Dillon)  said  that  if  any 
man  should  at  that  time  back  down  and 
retire  from  the  fight,  he  would  denounce 
him  from  the  public  platform,  and  that 
the  life  of  such  a  man  would  not  be  a 
pleasant  one  in  Ireland.  In  other  words, 
the  hon.  Member  for  East  Mayo  an- 
nounced that  he  would  make  Ireland  too 
hot  a  place  for  his  political  opponents. 

Mr.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.) :  I  beg  to 
say  that  I  never  said  anything  of  the 
sort.  What  I  said  was  this— if  the 
noble  Marquess  will  allow  me  to  state 
it.  I  was  referring  to  estates  on  which 
the  Flan  of  Campaign  was  enforced,  and 
I  said  that  if  any  man  played  the  coward 
on  these  estates  in  face  of  the  Coercion 
Act,  I  would  denounce  him.  I  spoke  of 
a  traitor,  and  a  coward  turning  his  back 
on  the  course  of  the  people  after  com- 
mitting himself  to  it;  but  I  never  spoke 
about  making  Ireland  too  hot  for  him. 

The  Marquess  ot  HARTINGTON : 
The  hon.  Member  said  that  if  certain 
persons— I  do  not  care  who  they  were — 
if  certain  person  backed  down  and  retired 
from  the  fight  he  would  denounce  them, 
and  that  their  lives  in  Ireland  would 
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not  be  happy.  My  point  is,  that  if  the 
ascendency  and  the  authority  which  the 
National  League  at  present  possesses 
are  retained,  it  is  in  the  power  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  East  Mayo  to  make  good  that 
threat,  and  I  say  that  that  is  a  power 
that  no  individual,  that  no  league,  that  no 
association  ought  to  possess.  I  say  that 
it  does  amount  to  a  declaration  that  he 
will  make  Ireland  too  hot  for  certain 
persons  whether  he  classes  them  as  his 
political  opponents  or  not — that  he  will 
make  Ireland  an  intolerable  abode  for 
those  who  come  under  his  displeasure — 
I  say  that  it  is  the  business  of  the  law 
and  of  the  Queen's  Government  to  make 
Ireland  too  hot  for  criminals*  and  for 
criminals  alone,  and  that  it  ought  not  to 
be  in  the  power  of  any  individual,  what- 
ever his  position  may  be  in  any  country, 
to  threaten  with  too  much  probability 
that  he  will  be  able  to  perform  his 
threats,  that  he  will  make  Ireland  in- 
tolerable to  any  portion  of  Her  Majesty's 
subjects.  In  my  opinion,  I  say  there  is 
not  room  in  Ireland  for  these  two  Gt)- 
vernments.  If  we  think  the  govern- 
ment of  the  National  League  is  a  better, 
a  more  just,  and  a  more  expedient 
government  for  Ireland  than  the  Go- 
vernment by  law  established,  let  us 
put  this  government  in  power,  and 
confer  upon  it  the  responsibility  that 
ought  to  go  with  power.  But  that  we 
or,  at  all  events,  the  majority  of  this 
House  have  not  arrived  at  that  conclu- 
sion hon.  Members  will  not  dispute. 
Let  us  not  permit  any  body  or  associa- 
tion, however  organized,  however  de- 
signated, whatever  its  objects  may  be, 
to  usurp  any  of  the  functions  which 
ought  to  belong  only  to  the  Government 
that  is  established  by  law.  For  these 
reasons  I  shall  vote  against  the  Eesolu- 
tion  which  has  been  proposed  by  my 
right  hon.  Friend.  I  do  so,  because  I 
believe  that  my  right  hon.  Friend  is 
asking  the  House  to  interfere  unneces- 
sarily and  prematurely  with  the  Execu- 
tive action  of  the  Government,  and  with 
the  powers  which  Parliament  has  deli- 
berately conferred  upon,  and  which 
Parliament  must  have  intended  them  to 
use  on  their  responsibility.  I  believe 
that  if  we  agree  to  the  Hesolution  moved 
by  my  right  hon.  Friend  we  shidl  be 
depriving  them  of  that  authority,  and  of 
those  powers  which  Parliament  intended 
them  to  use,  and  which,  if  they  are  de- 
prived of  them,  they  can  no  longer  be 
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held  respcnsible  for   the  peace,   good 
order,  and  good  government  of  Ireland. 
Sib  WILLIAM  HARCOUET(  Derby): 
We  have  listened  to  a  speech,  I  think, 
the  most  important,  and  I  may  also  be 
allowed  to  say  the  most  extraordinary, 
and  which  is  likely  to  bear  the  most 
pregnant  fruits  in  the  future  history  of 
this  country  and  of  Ireland.     There  can 
be  no  doubt — and  we  all  recognize  it — 
that  my  noble  Friend  occupies  a  position 
of  the  greatest    responsibility  in   this 
House,  and,  by  the  great  and  deserving 
influence  that  he  exercises,  a  position  of 
the  highest  responsibility  in  the  country. 
It  is  known  over  England  that  the  step 
we  are  taking  to-night,  for  good  or  for 
evil,  is  full  of  fate  for  the  history  of  Ire- 
land and  of  this  country.    And  what  is 
the  advice  which  my  noble  Friend  gives 
to  the  United  Kingdom  upon  the  deci- 
sion that  is  before  us  to-night  ?    Sir,  he 
endeavours  to  show  that  he  is  not  re- 
sponsible.   He  was  not  consulted ;  but 
he  has  indicated,  so  far  as  he  communi- 
cated his  opinion,  that  he  thought  it  was 
an  unwise  proceeding.    That  is  his  1  udg- 
ment — his  calm   and  deliberate  judg- 
ment;   and    there  is   no    man    whose 
deliberate  judgment  is  more  respected 
bj  this  House  and  by  the  country  than 
is  that  of  my  noble  Friend.     He  says 
that  this  House  is  not  responsible.  That 
must  be  a  great  comfort  to  the  House ; 
it  is  a  comforting  doctrine,  considering 
the  views  he  entertains  of  this  matter 
and  of  the  course  the  Government  have 
pursued.    It  would  be  a  great  consola- 
tion to  me  if  I  thought  this  House  was 
not  responsible.     Sir,  my  noble  Friend 
has  only  said  in  more  diplomatic  phrase 
what  was  said  by  another  of  the  '*  re- 
sponsible "  politicians  last  Saturday  on 
this  subject.    He  said — 

"Yon  are  probably  aware— it  is  an  open 
■ecret — that  the  Libenil  Unionist  Leaders  made 
itioiig  representations  to  the  Government  in 
this  sense." 

In  what  sense?  In  the  sense  of  the 
opinion  that  my  right  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  West  Birmingham  (Mr.  J. 
Ohamberlain)  had  expressed — namely, 

'*  I  am  afraid  that  the  course  the  Government 
has  pmrsned  is  one  which  will  land  them  in  the 
grastest  difficulty,  and  even  danger." 

That  is  the  opinion  which  was  conveyed 
totiie  Oovernment  by  the  Leaders  of  the 
Liberal  Unionist  Party,  and  they  have 
dinegarded  that  advice.  Well,  I  do  not 
Utme  llie  Government  for  disregarding 


that  advice,  because  when  they  get  ad- 
visers who  will  always  vote  with  them, 
whether  they  take  their  advice  or  not, 
they  are  quite  right  to  treat  that  advice 
with  the  respect  it  deserves.  The  Libe- 
ral Unionists  are  a  small  Party ;  but 
they  are  an  illustration  of  a  law  of 
nature  which  shows  the  infinite  desira- 
bility of  matter,  and  to-night  I  believe 
they  will  be  resolved  into  their  original 
atoms ;  some  of  the  atoms  will  vote  with 
the  Government,  the  other  atoms  will 
vote  for  the  Resolution  of  my  right  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  Mid  Lothian. 
Such  is  the  Unionist  Party.  Well,  my 
noble  Friend  says  he  is  not  going,  by  his 
vote  to-night,  to  approve  of  the  course 
of  the  Government.  He  says  he  would 
not  prejudge.  That  is  not  what  you  call 
very  warm  sympathy ;  that  is  not  very 
cordial  support  to  people  who  are  enter- 
ing upon  such  a  struggle  as  the  Govern- 
ment are  now  about  to  enter  upon.  The 
noble  Lord  will  not  interfere  with  their 
discretion — he  has  told  us  he  does  not 
think  they  are  discreet — but  he  will  not 
interfere  with  their  discretion.  Well,  I 
wish  I  could  embrace  his  opinion  that  the 
House  is  not  responsible ;  I  should  be 
very  glad  to  think  that  the  Government 
had  the  whole  responsibility,  and  if  we 
could  take  the  view  that  we  could  judge 
them  after  the  event.  But  I  do  not  think 
that  my  noble  Friend  has  studied  with 
his  usual  care  the  Statute  upon  which 
this  proceeding  arises.  He  says,  and 
says  truly,  that  the  acts  of  the  Execu- 
tive Government  are  not  necessarily  or 
naturally  brought  before  Parliament ; 
that  they  do  not  lead  to  the  tribunal  of 
Parliament,  although  they  are  subject 
to  be  challenged  by  it.  That  is  a  per- 
fectly sound  doctrine,  which  I  absolutely 
accept ;  but  is  that  the  situation  in  which 
the  Statute  has  placed  us?  The  4th 
sub-section  says  this — **  Suppose  Parlia- 
ment were  not  sitting ;  in  the  case  of 
any  ordinary  act  of  the  Executive  Go- 
vernment, that  act  would  take  effect  and 
would  operate,  whether  Parliament  were 
sitting  or  not."  In  this  case,  with  this 
Proclamation,  what  does  the  Act  say  ? 

•*  Whenever  any  special  proclamation  is 
issued  under  this  Act,  if  Parliament  bo  then 
separated  by  such  adjournment  or  prorogation 
as  will  not  expire  within  twenty  days,  such 
special  proclamation  shall  be  deemed  to  have 
expired  at  the  end  of  a  week  from  the  date 
thereof,  unless  Parliament  be  summoned  within 
twenty  days  from  the  date  of  the  summons." 

This  act  of  the  Executive  Government 
£  2 
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actually  perishes  unless  Parliament  is 
summoned.  What  for  ?  To  say  aye  or 
no  to  it.  Well,  that  disposes  of  the 
whole  argument  of  my  noble  Friend, 
and  it  disposes  of  the  argument  insisted 
upon  by  the  Attorney.  General.  The 
Statute  says  if  Parliament  is  not  sitting 
your  Proclamation  shall  expire  unless 
Parliament  is  called  together  to  pro- 
nounce judgment  upon  it.  This  is  the 
true  position.  I  need  say  no  more  there- 
fore upon  that  play  upon  the  word 
''concurrent,"  upon  which  the  Attorney 
General  spoke  at  such  considerable 
length.  It  is  quite  sufficient  for  me  to 
say  that  the  Statute  makes  Parliament 
a  necessary  party  to  the  Act  of  the  Go- 
vernment. If  it  were  not  so,  what  a 
false  pretence  would  have  been  all  your 
allegations  that  the  supervision  of  Par- 
liament is  a  safeguard.  What  safe- 
guard is  it,  unless  you  introduce  Parlia- 
ment in  a  different  way  from  an  ordi- 
nary Executive  Act?  I  mentioned  the 
speech  of  the  Attorney  General.  I  may 
dispose,  in  a  single  sentence,  of  another 
very  long  and  emphatic  part  of  it — his 
allusions  and  quotations  from  the 
speeches  of  my  right  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  the  Bridgeton  Division  of 
Glasgow  (Sir  George  Trevelyan).  Well, 
those  quotations  seem  to  me  uncom- 
monly irrelevant,  and  I  will  ask  the  At- 
torney General  why — because,  except  the 
first,  not  one  of  them  had  the  smallest 
reference  to  the  National  League. 

Sir  RICHARD  WEBSTER :  Every 
one  of  them. 

Sir  WILLIAM  HARCOURT:  Well, 
I  differ  from  the  Attorney  General,  and 
I  may  say  not  one  of  them.  Those 
speeches  that  were  made  at  Hawick  last 
year  were  speeches — I  say  it,  speaking 
in  the  presence  of  my  right  hon.  Friend 
— directed  to  a  totally  different  thing — 
that  is,  to  those  objections  which  he  en- 
tertained to  the  proposals  in  the  plan  of 
Home  Rule  to  transfer  the,  administra- 
tion of  justice  to  an  Irish  Parliament. 
That  is  an  absolutely  and  totally  dif- 
ferent thing,  and  the  whole  of  that 
which  the  Attorney  General — with  his 
professional  skill,  for  which  he  is  so 
well  known — tried  to  establish  entirely 
fails.  Then  the  Attorney  General  was 
bringing  forward  these  charges  as  proofs 
against  my  right  hon.  Friend.  I  said 
to  an  hon.  Member  sitting  near  me — 
"The  man  has  got  no  evidence,  and  that 
is  why  he  produces  all  those  quotationSi 
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I  which  apply  to  a  totally  and  entirely  dif- 
ferent set  of  considerations."  I  want  to 
join  issue  with  my  noble  Friend,  and  I 
differ  from  him  altogether  that  we  are 
responsible  in  this  matter,  and  have 
given  a  verdict  upon  it.  I  want  to  ask 
the  House  what  are  the  charges  brought 
by  the  Government  against  the  National 
League  for  which  they  have  proclaimed 
it  ?  Now,  before  I  come  to  what  the 
charge  is,  it  is  very  important  to  observe 
what  the  charges  are  not.  There  are 
several  counts  in  the  indictment  of  the 
6th  clause  upon  which  the  Government 
have  entered  a  verdict  of  "  Not  Guilty" 
against  the  League.  Let  it  be  known 
to  the  House,  and  let  it  be  known  to  the 
country,  that  you  have  not  dared  to  say, 
you  have  not  dared  to  allege,  you  have 
not  dared  to  proclaim  the  League  as  an 
association  formed  for  the  commission 
of  crime ;  you  have  not  dared  to  affirm 
that  it  carries  on  operations  for  or  by 
the  commission  of  crime.  You  have  not 
dared  to  affirm  that  it  encourages  or 
aids  persons  in  the  commission  of  crime; 
and  if,  after  that,  you  ever,  here  or 
'*  elsewhere,"  dare  to  bring  forward  alle- 
gations of  that  kind,  you  will  be  con- 
fronted by  the  statement  that  the  re- 
ponsible  Government  of  the  Queen,  when 
proclaiming  the  League,  did  not  dare  to 
make  such  a  charge.  Those  are  the 
charges  upon  which  a  verdict  of  **Not 
Guilty "  is  entered  on  behalf  of  the 
League  in  the  presence  of  the  country. 
Well,  then,  what  is  the  count  upon 
which  you  demand,  at  the  hands  of  this 
House,  a  conviction  against  the  League  ? 
It  is  that  it  promotes  or  incites  to  acts 
of  violence  and  intimidation,  and  an 
interference  with  the  ordinary  course  of 
the  law. 

Mr.  T.  C.  HARRINGTON :  That  is 
aU. 

Sir  WILLIAM  HARCOURT  :  Then 
you  have  also  acquitted  the  League  of 
any  charge  of  disturbing  the  mainten- 
ance of  law  and  order.  If  you  could 
have  charged  them,*  and  if  you  could 
have  proved  it,  you  are  doubly  respon- 
sible ;  but  under  the  circumstances  you 
have  not  dared  to  do  it.  That  being 
the  charge,  I  will  ask  leave  of  the 
House  to  examine  first  the  character  of 
the  charge,  and  then  the  nature  of  the 
evidence  by  which  it  is  supported.  Let 
me  say,  in  the  first  place,  that  in  order  to 
understand  the  charge,  that  the  real 
charge  is  intimidation,  because,  what- 
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ever  may  have  been  put  in  the  Procla- 
mation, there  has  been  little  or  no  at- 
tempt to  prove  that  at  present,  at  least, 
any  acts  of  violence  are  done.  The 
proof  on  that  point  is  really  insignifi- 
oant.  Of  course,  the  gist  of  your  charge 
18  that  the  League  is  an  instrument  of 
and  incites  to  intimidation.  Now,  in 
order  to  understand  the  character  of  the 
oharffe,  let  me  first  ask  what  the  League 
may  lawfully  do.  It  may  enter  into  a 
combination  to  prevent  the  exaction  of 
unfair  and  exorbitant  rents ;  so  long  as 
that  is  a  voluntary  combination,  so  long 
as  no  threats  of  intimidation  are  em- 
ployed to  compel  people  to  enter  into  it, 
every  tenant  in  Ireland  is  entitled  to 
enter  into  a  combination  for  the  pur- 
pose of  resisting  unfair  and  exorbitant 
rent.  I  state  that  in  the  presence  of 
lawyers  on  the  Bench  opposite,  and  I 
defy  them  to  contradict  it.  It  is  said 
sometimes  by  people  ignorant  of  the 
law  that  it  is  an  offence  to  combine  to 
break  a  contract.  I  say  it  is  no  offence 
— I  say  that  a  man  who  does  it  is  sub- 
ject only  to  the  civil  consequences  of 
his  conduct,  and  that  no  criminal  con- 
sequences can  or  ought  to  arise  from 
it.  Then  you  may  have  a  combination 
for  that  purpose,  even  although  it  in- 
volves the  breaking  of  a  contract ;  and 
you  may  refuse  to  enter  into  any  con- 
tract, or  to  have  any  dealing  in  respect 
of  land  or  anything  else  ;  you  may  have 
a  combination  that  shall  include  every 
tenant  in  Ireland,  the  object  of  which 
shall  be  to  refuse  to  occupy  any  land 
whatever,  except  upon  terms  which  they 
deem  to  be  fair.  That  is  also  a  propo- 
sition which  cannot  be  contradicted.  They 
may  enter  into  a  combination  in  order 
that  there  shall  be  no  occupation  of  any 
evicted  farm  where  the  man  has  been 
evicted,  in  their  opinion,  under  unfair 
circumstances.  Well,  if  a  combination 
of  that  kind  is  sufficiently  extensive,  it 
must  prevail.  It  was  said  the  other 
night  by  the  hon.  Member  for  South 
Tyrone  (Mr.  T.  W.  Russell)  that  com- 
binations are  unlawful  if  they  constrain  a 
man  to  do  what  he  does  not  wish,  or  to 
abstain  from  doing  what  he  does  wish 
to  do.  Now,  I  gave  the  Attorney 
Oeneral  an  instance  where  that  propo- 
sition cannot  be  maintained.  What  is 
a  strike  ?  It  is  a  combination  to  com- 
pel an  employer  to  do  what  he  does  not 
like  at  all — that  is,  to  pay  higher  wages. 
[J  laujhJ]    I  see  the  hon.  and  learned 


Attorney  General  laughs;  but  it  was 
the  doctrine  of  the  Judges  that  it  ought 
to  be  put  down,  because  it  did  so  com- 
pel a  man,  and  they  formed  their  judg- 
ment upon  that  very  ground.  There- 
fore, it  is  not  true  to  say  that  to  enter 
into  a  combination  to  make  a  man  do, 
under  these  circumstances,  that  which 
he  does  not  like — to  lower  rent,  for  in- 
stance, or  to  let  land  under  fair  con- 
ditions— is  not  a  perfectly  legitimate 
combination  for  such  purposes.  So  far, 
then,  as  the  League  is  an  agrarian  com- 
bination, and  so  long  as  it  will  pursue 
those  objects,  it  is  not  only  a  legitimate 
organization,  but  it  is,  in  my  opinion, 
an  organization  which  deserves  and 
commands  the  sympathy  of  the  Eng- 
lish people.  You  have  had  it  proved 
that  the  rents  in  Ireland  are  unjust  and 
unfair.  \_Crie8  of  "  No  !  "]  You  have 
refused  by  law  to  give  an  adequate  re- 
dress for  that  wrong  and  injustice.  If 
you  doubt  that,  ask  the  hon.  Member 
for  South  Tyrone.  What  with  the 
Amendments  of  my  noble  Friend,  which 
he  withdrew  and  voted  against,  what 
with  the  Amendments  which  the  Govern- 
ment introduced  in  the  House  of 
Lords  in  order  to  destroy  the  favours 
they  pretended  to  have  given,  the 
Land  Bill  has  become,  I  believe,  ab- 
solutely worthless.  I  do  not  go  quite 
so  far  as  the  hon.  Member  for  South 
Tyrone  and  say  that  it  is  mischievous, 
and  would  increase  rather  than  lower 
rents.  But  in  the  state  of  circumstances 
there  is  no  hope,  no  redress  for  the  Irish 
tenants,  except  in  that  legitimate  com- 
bination by  which  they  will  obtain  for 
themselves  that  which  the  law  has  re- 
fused to  give  them.  Well,  Sir,  I  hope 
that  that  combination  will  be  lawfully 
conducted.  I  hope  it  will  be  exten- 
sive ;  I  wish  it  might  be  universal,  be- 
cause then  there  would  be  no  doubt 
whatever  as  to  its  peaceful  success ;  and 
all  I  can  say  is  this — after  the  senti- 
ments that  we  have  heard  I  should  think 
the  proper  person  to  be  president  of  the 
Tenants'  Union  in  Ireland  would  be  the 
hon.  Member  for  South  Tvrone.  But 
then  you  say  that  if  these  objects  are 
legitimate,  as  unquestionably  they  are, 
they  have  been  pursued  by  the  League 
by  unlawful  methods ;  and  that,  I  take 
it,  is  the  point  principally  at  issue  to- 
night. It  has  been  said  that  the  League 
has  extensively  used  intimidation.  If 
so,  I  am  not  here  to  defend,  extenuate, 
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Cork    (Mr.    Parnell)    spoke    of   moral 
leprosy.     He  said  that  the  League  en- 
deavoured to  attach  to  people  a  moral 
leprosy.     I  suppose  by  that  moral  taint 
it  is  wished   to  be  inferred  that  they 
ought  to  be  shunned.     You  think  that 
a  wrong  thing  to  attach  this  taint  of 
moral  leprosy.      Why,   who  has   been 
labouring  week  after  week,  and  month 
after  month,  to  attach  this  taint  of  moral 
leprosy  to  the  Representatives  of  almost 
the  whole  of  Ireland  ?    It  has  been  The 
Times  newspaper,  the  great  denouncer 
of  Boycotting.     It  has  held  up  a  whole 
class  of  Members  in   this  House — the 
Representatives  of  the  Irish  nation — as 
men  so  execrable  in  their  character  that 
every  man  out  to  shun  them,  and  that  it 
would  be  a  disgrace  for  anyone,  pub- 
licly or  privately,  to  associate  with  them 
in  any  way.      And  who  has  been  the 
aiders  and  abetters  in  that  work  ?    The 
persons  on  that  Bench.     The  ringleader 
in  that  transaction  has  been  the  Leader 
of  this  House.     And  then  you  talk  of 
moral  leprosy ;  why  a  greater  collection 
of  right  hon.  Boycotters  was  never  pre- 
sented  before.     The   Solicitor   General 
for  Scotland,  in  a  pleasant  and  humorous 
way,  spoke  of  the  Sunday  service  of  the 
League  and  of  its  commination.     But 
those  Boycotters  on  that  Bench  do  not 
confine  themselves  to  the  Sabbath.  They 
are  at  it  every  day  of  the  week.     It  is 
their  matins  and  their  evensong.     It  is 
their  creed  and  their  decalogue ;    and 
they  wish  to  hunt  out  of  political  life — 
out  of  all  associations  in  politics — the 
people  who  represents  nine  tenths  of  the 
Irish   nation.     The  only  difference  be- 
tween their  attempt  at  Boycotting  and 
the  attempt  which  you  charge  upon  the 
League  is,  that  the  League,  according 
to  you,  has  succeeded,  and  you,  as  every- 
body  knows,    have    shamefully   failed. 
But  if  the  League  has  succeeded,  it  is, 
I  suppose,  because  they  have  the  sanc- 
tion of  the  public  opinion  of  their  own 
country,  and  you  have  no  sanction.    The 
people  of  this  country  have  been  revolted 
and  disgusted  by  your  attempt  to  Boy- 
cott   the    Irish    Members.      Oh,    yes; 
among    the  English  constituencies   the 
Irish  Members  have  well  avenged  them- 
selves.     Having   said  this  much  upon 
the  nature  of  intimidation,  I  shall  say 
something  about  the  evidence  you  have 
endeavoured  to  produce.     Well,   Sir,  I 
shou  d  have  thought  that  the  Attorney 
General  would  have  known   that   the  I 
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meanest  of  criminals  is  entitled  to  see 
the  depositions  before  he  is  convicted. 
I  am  quite  sure  that,  acting  in  his  pro- 
fessional capacity,  he  would  have  been 
ashamed  to  have  taken  the  course  which 
he  has  taken  to-night  against  the  Na- 
tional League.     I  think  the  country  will 
appreciate  the  unfairness  of  your  con- 
duct and  its  object.     The  only  specific 
evils,  as  far  as  I  remember  them,  that 
have  been  alleged  by  you — even  in  the 
short  time  that  there  has  been  to  exa- 
mine into  this  matter — have  been  speci- 
fically disproved.     I  do  not  blame  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Secretary  for 
Ireland.      I   am   sure   he   is  quite  in- 
capable of  producing  that  which  he  did 
not  believe  to  be  true ;  but,  as  I  have 
said  before,  he  is  really  so  innocent  of 
Ireland  that  anybody  can  impose  upon 
him.     He  has  been  placed  in  the  ridi- 
culous position  of  bringing  a  grave  in- 
dictment against  the  National  League, 
and  the  whole  or  the  greater  part  of 
his  charge  has  turned  out  to  be  of  the 
nature  of  a  cock  and  bull  story.    I  never 
heard,  after  24  hours'  notice,  a  case  for 
the  prosecution  so  blown  out  of  the  water 
as  this  was  by  the  hon.  Member  for  the 
Harbour  Division  of  Dublin  (Mr.  T.  0. 
Harrington).     I  listened  not  only  with 
pleasure,  but  instruction,  to  the  speech 
of  the  Solicitor  General  for  Scotland.    I 
have  no  practical  acquaintance  with  the 
Criminal  Law  of  Scotland,   and  I  was 
glad  to  receive  from  him  a  lesson  in  it. 
I  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
main  instruments  for  the  conviction  of  a 
man  in  Scotland  are,  first  of  all,  noto- 
riety.    That  was  the  principal  element 
of  the  evidence  adduced  by  the  Solicitor 
General  for  Scotland.     On  being  called 
upon — I   believe    the    proper  word   is 
''condescend" — he  stood  at  the  Table 
and  read  out  the  evidence,  upon  which 
he  claimed  a  public  conviction  by  the 
High  Court  of  Parliament,  from  a  Partj 
pamphlet  produced  in  the  mint  of  the 
prosecution.   I  recognized  its  outside.    I 
do  not  think  he  was  in  the  House  at  the 
time  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite 
once  fell  into  the  same  error  of  reading 
from  a  publication.     I  think  it  is  called 
the  Loyal  and  Patriotic  Union,  or  some- 
thing of  that  kind,  conducted,  I  believe, 
by  the  Under  Secretary  for  Ireland. 

The  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  fob 
SCOTLAND  (Mr.  J.  P.  B.  Robertson) 
(Bute) :  If  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
will  allow  me  to  say  it,  I  would  meation 
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thati  gaTe,  as  I  stated  at  the  time,  ttio 
Muroe  from  vliich  I  made  each  quota, 
tion — namely,  aewepapera  in  Ireland, 
and  I  mentioned  the  date  of  the  pub- 
lication and  also  the  date  of  the  meet- 
ing, and  also  the  name  of  the  branch  of 
the  League  to  which  the  publication 
referred. 

8i»  WILLIAM  HAECOUET:  He 
mentioned  it  late  on  Thursday  evening. 
He  has  not  denied  the  Loyal  and 
Patriotic  Union  Pamphlet.  He  haa  not 
denied  the  Under  Secretary  for  Ireland 
orOolonelO'Callaghan.  But  thenheeayR 
— "Oh,  I  mentioned  the  netrspapers," 
and  he  aayg  I  am  bound  to  know  all  in 
these  newspapers.  He  reads  them,  and 
then  he  affects  me  with  notice  of  the 
Gontenta  of  TA«  Skibhtreea  £agU.  He 
says  that  if  I  do  not  constantly  read 
Th»  Sti&berfen  SagU  and  make  myself 
aware  of  its  contents  I  have  not  per- 
formed my  duty ;  and  that  I  ought  to 
have  known  it.  And  then,  with  a  want 
of  eautiDn  which  I  should  not  have  ex- 
pected from  the  learned  Gentleman,  he 
takes  it  upon  himeelf  to  state  that  all 
theae  newspapers  are  subsidized  by  the 
League^  and  he  has  been  contradicted 
aa  to  every  one  of  them  by  the  secretary 
to  the  League.  A  more  unfortunate 
eaae,  skilfully  conducted,  no  doubt,  as 
erery  case  is  conducted  by  the  Attorney 
Qoneral,  a  more  miserable  and  rotten 
case,  I  do  not  think  I  ever  heard  sub- 
mitted to  Parliament.  Well,  now,  about 
thie  newspaper  evidence.  I  do  not  read 
•  great  many  newspapers,  but  when  I  do 
I  see  a  great  many  things  in  them  which 
I  think  very  foolish,  and  some  things 
which  1  think  very  mischievous ;  but 
tliot  ia  not  peculiar  to  The  Skibb»r«sn 
E*git.  Talking  on  the  subject  of  in- 
timidation and  inciting  to  violence  and 
crime,  I  read  a  passage  the  day  before 
yesterday  in  a  newspaper  published  in 
London.  It  referrea  to  a  very  serious 
matter  indeed,  the  unfortunate  struggle 
that  has  justoccurred  between  the  Britisli 
and  Belgian  fishermen  at  Ostend,  and 
the  article  concludes  thus — 

"Fitharman,  to  whatever  cooatrf  thej  be- 
lons,  are  rouKhaned  }jy  their  perpatual  strife 
■gunit  the  elements,  nnd  they  are  not  a  clusa 
to  bear  a  long  series  of  wrongs  with  uodia- 
torbed  philiwophv.  If  higher  powers  do  not  ' 
intarvaaa  the  risk  wilt  become  conrideratite 
tbU  the  men  m»r  sooaer  or  later  take  tbe 
Mttlenent  of  the  dispute  into  their  own  hands.' 
[Admiral  Fikld  :  Hear,  hear !]  The 
gallant   Admiral  ought    to  hoist    Th« 


Skibberein  Eaglt,  which  might  lead  to 
hostilities  on  the  fishing  grounds.  Now 
mark  this  sentence — 

"  If  this  wero  to  occur  it  ia  more  than  likely 
that  the  Belj^iaca  would  be  taught  a  sevara 
though  a  useful  lesson." 

That  is  the  doctrine,  not  of  Tht  Skibbtrtn 
EagU,  but  of  The  Timii  newspaper.  In 
a  contest  not  between  the  Belgian  and 
English  fishermen,  but  between  the  Irish 
landlords  and  their  tenants,  if  such 
language  as  that  were  used,  why  the 
editor  of  Th  Tim»»  would  be  to-night 
on  a  plank  bed,  and  he  might  receive 
what  might  be  called  in  hia  own  words, 
"a  severe  though  a  useful  lesson."  I 
think  that  is  quite  enough  to  say  about 
this  thrashy  penny-a-lining  evidence, 
which  is  one  of  the  main  columns  of  the 
Government  case.  But  then  they  have 
what  they  call  their  official  evidence, 
and  hers  a  practice  has  been  introduced, 
absolutely  new  to  me,  of  Ministers  of 
the  Crown  reading  from  documents 
which  they  refuse  to  produce  upon  the 
ground  that  such  documents  are  confi- 
dential. Now,  the  practice  with  which 
I  have  been  familar  is  that  if  documents 
are  confidential  and  cannot  be  produced 
they  cannot  be  read  from.  I  will  give 
one  example,  because  I  am  familiar  with 
it.  It  has  been  ruled  over  and  over 
again  that  the  opinions  of  the  Law 
Officers  of  tbe  Crown  cannot  be  cited  in 
this  House,  because  they  are  confi- 
dential, and  because  they  are  confidential 
they  cannot  be  quoted  from.  You  have 
changed  all  that,  and  you  cite  official 
documents  and  you  read  just  as  much 
or  just  as  little  of  them  as  you  please. 
[  will  give  you  an  illustration  of  the 
danger  of  a  practice  of  that  kind.  Sup- 
posing the  evidence  of  Sir  Eedvers 
BuUer,  instead  of  being  published  in 
the  evidence  of  the  Hoyal  Commission, 
had  been  an  official  Eeport  to  the  Qo- 
rernment ;  supposing  they  had  read  ex- 
tracts from  it,  and  supposing  by  the 
merest  accident  they  had  left  out  the 
phrase  about  the  League  being  regarded 
the  salvation  of  the  Irish  people — the 
tuse  will  see  the  danger  there  is  in 
the  practice  which  has  been  pursued 
with  reference  to  these  doonments.  I 
say  with  regard  to  such  evidence  as  you 
have  produced,  you  have  acted  most  un- 
fairly, not  to  the  League  only,  but  to 
the  House  of  Commons,  in  reserving 
your  evidence,  in    producing   it    in  a 
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manner,  and  at  a  time  when  it  was  im- 
possible to  test  either  its  authenticity  or 
its  weight ;  but  as  far  as  it  can  be  tested 
it  appears  to  be  worthless.  It  has  broken 
down  in  its  most  important  particulars, 
and  yet  such  evidence  as  this,  evidence 
which  would  not  be  taken  to  condemn 
the  meanest  offender,  you  employ,  and 
I  say  it  is  scandalous  to  employ  it,  to 
blast  the  reputation  and  suspend  the 
liberties  practically  of  a  whole  people. 
You  think  you  are  going  to  get  rid  of 
this  by  saying — "Oh,  you  suspended  the 
Habeas  Corpus  Act  in  1881."  WeU,  it 
is  true  we  suspended  the  Habeas  Corpus 
Act  in  1881 — my  right  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  the  Bridgeton  Division  of 
Glasgow  has  referred  to  that  circum- 
stance— but  what  was  the  result  of  that 
suspension,  and  what  was  the  experi- 
ence of  it  ?  .  It  was  a  most  disastrous 
and  calamitous  failure,  and  I  believe 
that  Mr.  Forster  himself  recognized  that 
that  was  the  fact.  The  reason  why  it 
was  abandoned — why  there  was  a  Motion 
against  it  from  your  own  Benches,  by 
Sir  John  Dairy mple  Hay — was  that  it 
was  condemned  by  universal  consent, 
and  it  is  that  very  example  which  you 
know  disastrously  failed,  which  you 
know  increased  crime  in  Ireland,  which 
you  have  taken  as  the  model  of  your 
present  legislation.  Because  what  my 
right  hon.  Friend  has  said  is  perfectly 
true — that  this  practically  amounts  to  a 
suspension  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  Act. 
The  office  of  the  magistrate  in  this 
matter  is  simply  to  ascertain  whether 
the  man  belonged  to  the  League  or  not, 
and  then  it  is  his  duty  to  send  the  man 
to  prison.  Why  was  that  Act  abandoned 
in  1882?  Because  English  opinion  would 
not  tolerate  men  being  shut  up  without 
trial.  Will  they  tolerate  your  proceed- 
ing now  ?  Do  not  ask  it  of  me.  Why, 
your  supporter  the  noble  Lord  the 
Member  for  Kossendale  (the  Marquess 
of  Hartington)'has  said  that  the  doubt 
he  expressed  was  whether  the  English 
people  would  support  this  policy  of 
yours.  And  as  you  had  to  abandon  the 
suspension  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  Act  in 
1882,  so  you  will  have  to  abandon  the 
suspension  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  Act,  or 
what  is  equivalent  to  it  now.  The  whole 
difference  between  the  Crimes  Act  of 
1882  and  the  Act  of  1881  was  this,  that 
under  the  Act  of  1882  there  was  judicial 
inquiry  into  the  alleged  intimidation, 
and  the  people  of  this  country  were  pre- 
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pared  to  support  sentences  which  were 
founded  upon  judicial  inquiry,  and  they 
would  not  support  imprisonment  which 
was  founded  only  on  the  discretion  of 
the  Executive.  You  are  entering  upon 
this  task.  The  boastful  and  braggadocio 
tone  in  which  the  Attorney  General  con- 
cluded his  speech  is  not  a  good  omen ;  it 
did  not  display  the  spirit  which  assures 
victory.  You  have  got  your  Bill  and 
you  will  have  your  Proclamation,  and 
then  you  will  have  to  act  upon  it.  You 
have  been  invited — that  is  rather  too 
weak  a  word— you  have  been  hounded 
on  by  the  noble  Lord  the  Member  for 
the  Tavistock  Division  (Viscount  Ebring- 
ton)  to  do  your  worst,  and,  if  possible, 
worse  still.  I  am  sorry  that  that  speech 
did  not  come  from  the  other  side  of  the 
House.  I  could  wish  that  language  of 
that  kind,  as  addressed  to  the  people  of 
Ireland,  should  rather  come  ^om  the 
other  side  of  the  House,  to  which  senti- 
ments of  that  kind  more  properly  belong. 
The  noble  Lord  need  not  distress  him- 
self ;  I  do  not  think  that  he  need  fear 
that  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  will 
be  half-hearted.  I  think  everything  we 
have  heard  and  seen  of  him  tends  to  the 
belief  that  he  will  strike  and  spare  not. 
That  shows  the  spirit  by  which  the  Tory 
Party  is  animated.  The  landlord  party 
think  they  have  got  their  heel  upon  the 
tenants  of  Ireland,  and  they  insist  upon 
the  Government  using  it.  If  he  should 
happen  for  a  moment  to  slumber  there 
is  always  the  Under  Secretary  for  Ire- 
land to  keep  him  up  to  the  mark.  There- 
fore, I  do  not  think  the  noble  Lord  the 
Member  for  Tavistock  need  fear  at  all. 
The  Irish  Government  have  got  their 
mandate  ;  they  are  the  agents  under  that 
mandate  for  the  Orange  landlords  of 
Ireland ;  and  you  may  see  in  the  exultant 
countenance  of  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Member  for  North  Armagh  (Colonel 
Saunderson)  that  at  last  his  game  is 
going  to  be  played.  But  I  do  not  be- 
lieve you  have  measured  the  nature  or 
the  extent  of  the  task  you  have  under- 
taken. In  my  opinion,  in  spite  of  the 
Attorney  General,  the  National  League 
represents  the  people  of  Ireland  socially 
to  the  same  extent  that  the  Nationalist 
Members  represent  the  people  of  Ire- 
land— that  is  to  say,  the  National  League 
represents  the  social  wishes  and  wants 
of  the  great  majority  of  the  people  of 
Ireland.  You  are  going,  if  you  can,  to 
strangle  the  League.     I  doubt  whether 
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yon  will  succeed.  But  whether  you  suc- 
ceed or  not,  do  you  think  you  will  de- 
stroy the  society,  its  sympathies,  or  its 
wants  from  which  that  League  has 
arisen?  The  hon.  Member  for  South 
Tyrone,  who  is  also  going  to  divide  with 
you  to-night,  has  described  your  policy. 
He  has  called  it ''  A  switchback  railway, 
which  is  driving  Heaven  knows  where." 
The  hon.  Member  is  always  graphic 
in  his  descriptions,  and  from  his  de- 
Boription  this  Proclamation  may  be 
known  as  the  **  Switchback  Railway," 
a  railway  going  Heaven  knows  where — 
with  the  noble  Lord  the  Member  for 
Tavistock  as  stoker,  and  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Tyrone  sitting  on  the  safety- 
Talve.  No  wonder,  in  these  circum- 
stances, that  the  hon.  Member  for 
Tyrone  sees  nothing  but  clouds  and 
darkness  before  him.  He  said  the  Chief 
Seoristary  might  want  these  powers,  and 
more.  Oh,  yes ;  before  long  he  will 
want  more.  It  is  the  nature  of  this 
policy,  as  it  is  that  of  strong  drink,  that 
the  more  you  take  the  more  you  want. 
You  are  only  at  the  beginning  of  this 
work.  This  is  the  inauguration  of  the 
20  years  of  resolute  Qovernment ;  yet  I 
doubt  whether  you  will  see  20  months 
of  this  resolute  Government  with  your 
irresolute  allies.  You  are  entering  upon 
this  struggle  with  the  great  majority  of 
the  Irish  nation  against  you ;  that  has 
been  known  before.  But  you  are  enter- 
ing upon  this  struggle  under  conditions 
which  have  not  been  known  before ;  you 
are  entering  upon  it  with  the  deter- 
mined opposition  of  a  great  English 
Party,  largely  supported  by  the  English 
nation.  This  is  a  condition  under  which 
no  Ooercion  Bill  has  ever  been  worked, 
and  under  which  every  Coercion  Bill 
must  necessarily  fail.  In  Ireland  you 
have  the  Castle,  I  think  the  worst 
system  of  administration  that  exists  in 
any  country  in  Europe;  and  I  think, 
under  the  present  Administration,  it  is 
the  worst  form  it  has  ever  assumed.  It 
will  be  oiir  business  in  this  struggle, 
whether  it  be  protracted  or  short  and 
decisive,  to  focus  upon  your  action  the 
attention  of  the  English  people.  We 
will  let  them  see  and  understand  every- 
thing you  do,  and  everything  you 
attempt  to  do  in  the  administration  of 
this  ^NMdamation.  We  will  treat  it  as 
you  have  seen  under  a  microscope  some- 
tiniaa  some  foul  dropof  water  magnified. 
{^CAeere  from   the  Minieterial  Benches.'] 


Yes ;  it  is  a  very  good  thing  to  magnify 
and  make  visible  these  slimy  creatures 
with  which  you  have  to  deal,  and  to 
deter  men  from  swallowing  unawares 
the  contaminated  draught.  And  that, 
Sir,  will  be  our  task.  We  hope  to  teach 
the  English  and  the  Irish  people  to  par- 
take of  purer  fountains.  We  shall  offer 
them  the  waters  of  conciliation  instead 
of  your  sewage  of  coercion.  This  will 
be  a  memorable  Division  in  its  results. 
I  agree  with  my  right  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  West  Birmingham.  Your 
policy  is  full  of  the  gravest  difficulties 
and  dangers.  It  will  be,  in  my  opinion, 
the  death-blow — ^the  final  dea&-blow  of 
a  policy  of  coercion  ;  and  out  of  the 
ashes  of  that  coercion  we  shall  see  a 
brighter  and  a  better  birth  when  the 
public  opinion  of  a  free  country  will 
sweep  away  your  Administration  and 
your  policy  too. 

The  chancellor  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUER (Mr.  Goschen)  (St.  George's, 
Hanover  Square)  :  Mr.  Speaker,  the 
riglit  hon.  Gentleman  who  has  just  sat 
down  opportunely  reminds  us  that  he 
once  held  a  great  position  at  the  Bar. 
He  has  filled  two  high  positions  in  the 
course  of  his  remarkable  career.  He  has 
held  the  Office  of  Home  Secretary  to  the 
Queen  in  Her  Majesty's  Government. 
He  has  not  only  held  that  Office,  but  he 
has  also  held  a  distinguished  position  at 
the  Bar.  He  had  to  choose  this  evening 
of  which  part  he  would  be  reminded 
— whether  he  would,  in  the  position 
of  an  ex-Home  Secretary  remember  the 
great  responsibility  which  rests  on 
the  man  who  once  held  that  Office,  or 
whether  he  would  hold  a  brief  for  the 
National  League.  We  have  seen  the 
choice  which  he  has  made  at  a  moment 
which  he  himself  describes  as  moment- 
ous in  the  history  of  the  country.  He 
has  told  us  of  the  gravity  of  our  task. 
We  are  not  unaware,  we  are  not  un- 
concious  of  the  great  responsibility  that 
is  placed  upon  us,  and  we  know  how  the 
responsibility  is  increased,  and  how  the 
difficulties  of  our  task  are  increased  by 
the  fact  that  those  who  themselves  have 
held  high  office  in  the  State,  notwith- 
standing the  manner  in  which  they,  in 
similar  circumstances,  were  supported 
by  the  Opposition,  intend  to  conduct 
themselves  in  the  present  crisis,  as 
announced  by  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman this  evening.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  told  us  that  our  actions 
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are  to  be  submitted  to  a  magaifying 
glass. 

Sib  WILLIAM  HAROOURT :  A 
microscope. 

Mr.  QOSOHEN  :  Well,  that  is  a 
magnifying  glass.  Our  every  action  is 
to  be  magnified. 

Sib  WILLIAM  HAROOURT  :    No. 

Mb.  GOSCHEN  :  Yes ;  and  our 
actions  are  to  be  submitted  to  a  magni- 
fying glass  in  the  hands  of  this  superb 
champion  of  exaggeration.  I  have  no 
doubt  that  he  will  succeed  in  his  exagge- 
ration, and  I  call  the  attention  of  the 
public  to  the  fact  that  ho  has  already 
announced  that  he  intends  to  magnify 
the  action  of  the  Executive  Government. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  taken  the 
same  course  as  that  taken  by  my  right 
hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Mid 
Lothian  in  pretending  to  complain  that 
there  was  no  information  before  the 
House  to  justify  the  Proclamation  which 
has  been  issued,  and  I  think  it  was  my 
right  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Mid 
Lothian  who  said  that  the  House  was 
asked  to  vote  for  the  Proclamation  com- 
pletely blindfold.  But  if  they  are 
blindfold  it  is  because  they  have 
placed  a  bandage  over  their  own  eyes. 
To  anyone  who  can  read,  the  history 
of  the  National  League  has  been 
clear  enough,  and  there  have  been 
sufficient  sources  of  information  to  en- 
lighten my  right  hon.  Friend  the  Mem- 
ber for  Mid  Lothian  and  his  Friends. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  Derby  speaks  of  our  having  rested 
our  case  upon  the  evidence  of  penny-a- 
liners.  Why,  these  penny-a-liners  are 
the  writers  in  the  National  Press 
which  is  so  largely  represented  in  this 
House.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Derby  is  speaking  of  mem- 
bers of  a  most  respected  profession  who 
are  enlightening  their  own  countrymen, 
and,  I  hope,  the  English  public,  with 
regard  to  the  doings  of  the  National 
League.  Penny-a-liners!  One  would 
have  thought  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
was  sneaking  of  leading  articles  and 
vivid  descriptions.  But  what  is  placed 
before  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  and 
his  Friends  ?  They  call  them  advertise- 
ments ;  but  of  what  are  they  advertise- 
ments? They  are  the  official  state- 
ments of  the  doings  of  the  branches  of 
League.  Do  you  reject  that  evidence  ? 
Do  right  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  think 
that  these  advertisements,  as  they  call 
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them,  but  which  are  not  put  in  as  ad- 
vertisements  

Mb.  T.  C.  HARRINGTON :  They  are 
not  advertisements. 

Mb.  GOSCHEN:  Certainly  not ;  but 
they  were  so  called  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman. 

Sib  WILLIAM  HAROOURT :  That 
was  the  statement  of  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary for  Ireland.  The  Chief  Secretary 
never  allowed  us  to  see  them. 

Mb.  GOSCHEN  :  Never  allowed  him 
to  see  what  ?  Irish  newspapers  ?  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  told  us  the  other 
evening,  in  a  most  naive  remark,  that  he 
was  extremely  ignorant  when  he  passed 
the  legislation  of  1881.  I  thought  he 
had  learnt  wisdom  since  then — that 
he  had  applied  himself  to  the  study  of 
the  Irish  Question.  It  is  all  very  fine 
for  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  mock  at 
The  Skihbereen  Eagle  and  the  enthusiastic 
cheers  of  hon.  Members  below  the 
Gangway,  but  he  says  now  that  he  has 
had  no  access  to  the  Irish  National 
Press  that  has  published  the  doings  of 
the  League.  Does  he  wish  to  remain 
ignorant  ?  There  is  no  other  place  to 
study  the  doings  of  the  League  like  that 
Press  which  is  conducted  under  the 
auspices  and  talents  of  hon.  Members 
below  the  Gangway.  They  write  in  a 
portion  of  these  newspapers,  and  I  think 
that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was  ill- 
advised  when  he  discarded  that  Press 
as  if  it  was  unworthy  of  his  sublime 
notice.  They  are  the  chronicles  of  the 
doings  of  the  National  League  and  the 
authorized  exponents  of  its  policy. 
These  newspapers  contain  evidence  that 
ought  to  be  circulated  in  every  con- 
stituency in  England,  and  then  the  con- 
stituencies will  be  able  to  judge  better 
of  the  doings  of  the  National  League  on 
behalf  of  which  the  ex- Home  Secretary 
holds  a  brief  to-night.  Now,  I  wonder 
to  what  extent  the  ignorance  of 
right  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  is 
pushed  with  regard  to  what  is  written 
and  said  in  Ireland  ?  I  would  wish  to 
establish  this  proposition,  and  I  call  the 
particular  attention  of  the  House  to  the 
point.  I  think  it  was  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Derby  him- 
self who  said  that  the  National  League 
is  an  apostolic  successor  of  the  Land 
League.  Remember  the  connection ;  it 
is  extremely  important,  because  if  that 
is  so,  I  think  the  language  addressed  by 
right  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  to   the 
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Land  League  will  now,  according  to 
their  own  contention,  be  applicable  to 
the  National  League.  The  Secretary  of 
the  National  League  spoke  to-night  of 
the  calumnies  used  against  the  League, 
but  the  worst  things  that  have  been  said 
in  the  course  of  this  debate  with  regard 
to  the  National  League  have  been 
quotations  from  right  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite  with  regard  to  that  League  of 
which  the  present  is  the  apostolic  suc- 
cessor. So  that  if  hard  things  have 
been  said  with  regard  to  the  League — 
and  they  have  been  said,  and  in  the 
judgment  of  many  ought  to  be  said — 
these  calumnies,  if  they  are  calumnies, 
do  not  lie  at  the  door  of  the  present 
Administration,  nor  at  the  door  of  hon. 
Members  on  this  side  of  the  House,  but 
they  express  the  full  conviction  of  right 
hon.  G^tlemen  opposite  when  they 
were  sitting  on  these  Benches — the  full 
oonviotion  which  they  held  a  very  few 
years  ago,  and  some  of  them  a  very  few 
months  ago.  Now,  is  there  any  person 
in  this  House  who  will  deny  the  connec- 
tion between  the  Land  League  and  the 
National  League  ?  You  will  see  that  I 
insist  upon  this  point  in  regard  to  the 
oharacter  of  both  Leagues.  The  right 
hon.  Oentleman  the  Member  for  Derby 
probably  does  not  read  The  Kerry 
Soniinel. 

Sib  WILLIAM  HARCOURT  :  Will 
you  give  me  a  copy  ? 

Mb.  GOSCHEN  :  I  do  not  know  whe- 
ther it  is  written  by  penny-a-liners ;  but 
I  believe  it  is  the  property  of  an  hon. 
Member  of  this  House.  Here  is  a 
passage,  to  which  I  will  call  special 
Attention — 

<*The  usual  meeting  of  the  Tralee  branch  of 
the  National  League  was  held  on  Snndav,  the 
17th  of  July,  Mr.  T.  Harrington,  M.P.^  pre- 
ndmg.  On  taking  the  chair  Mr.  Harrington, 
who  was  greeted  with  cheers,  tendered  his  best 
thanks  to  thase  present  for  the  favour  conferred 
inon  him.  He  took  the  chair  with  very  great 
plflMare,  because  it  was  not  often  that  he  had 
an  opportunity  of  attending  a  meeting  in  Kerry 
and  of  taking  part  in  the  straggle  with  the 
men  who  took  part  with  him  in  the  struggle 
in  the  Land  League  agitation  in  iU  earliest 


[Mr.  T.  C.  nARRuroTox:  Hear,  hear!^ 
I  am  glad  that  hon.  Gentlemen  below 
the  Gangway  opposite  acknowledge  th^t 
they  are  glad  to  meet  their  old  a^^xiate^ 
of  the  Land  League.  Their  cheers  are 
natural ;  and  I  shall  a^k  prefwratly  my 
rig^t  hon.  Friend  whether  h:«  eh^^ers 
Wf  qnite  jvatifiaUe  nnder  the  etfeam^ 


I  stances  ?    Mr.  Harrington,  oontinuing, 
said — 

"  He  was  very  glad  to  have  this  opportunity  of 
again  seeing  old  faces,  he  might  say,  round  that 
table  carrying  on  tho  same  struggle  *' — 

you  accept  that — 

*'  which  they  initiated  there  some  five  or  six 
years  ago  in  conjunction  with  the  Land  Loaguo 
organization." 

Well,  the  hon.  Member  was  glad  to  see 
old  faces.  Some  faces  were  probably 
missing  at  that  gathering.  Sheridan 
was  not  there. 

Mr.  T.  0.  HARRINGTON:  I  am 
perfectly  sure  the  right  hon.  Oentleman 
must  know  that  he  is  making  a  mis- 
statement. Sheridan  had  nothing  to  do 
with  Kerry,  and  did  not  belong  to  Kerry. 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  I  never  met  Sheri- 
dan in  the  whole  course  of  my  life,  and 
I  never  exchanged  a  word  with  him.  If 
I  had  come  across  him,  I  might  havo 
exchanged  a  word  with  him  in  the  same 
way  as  the  right  hon.  and  gallant  Oen- 
tleman the  Under  Secretary  for  Ireland 
has  done. 

Mr.  OOSCHEN  :  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man was  glad  to  see  old  faces  of  the 
Land  League,  and  it  is  rather  hard 
upon  Sheridan  that  he  should  not  be  in- 
cluded. What  does  that  interruption 
mean  ?  We  wish  to  know  whether,  if 
the  old  faces,  the  Sheridans,  tho  Egans, 
the  Brennans,  had  been  present — fCriei 
of  *'  And  the  King-Harmans ! "]  I  call 
the  attention  of  the  House  to  that  inter- 
ruption. That  is  the  only  answer  they 
can  g^ve  to  the  point  I  am  making 
against  them.  They  have  not  now 
among  them  those  notorious  gentlemen 
who  have  transferred  themselves  to 
other  climates  under  the  terrorism  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  Mid  Lothian  at  the  time  when  that 
germ  of  Home  Rule  of  which  he  hae 
given  us  the  history  had  not  yet  de- 
veloped into  a  large  tree.  Now,  I  wish 
to  connect  the  I^nd  League  with  the 
National  Jjeagne;  and  the  House  will 
-  see  that  it  is  accepted  not  only  with  ac- 
,  quiescence,  bnt  with  enthtiniasm,  by  hon. 
Memljers  below  the  Gangway.  If  there 
was  any  doubt  ufK^n  the  p^^int,  there  in 
the  hon,  hfhmUfr  im  FjahI  Mayo  {Mr. 
Wllon^,  who,  in  h'm  speech  at  the  llO' 
tunda  the  oih^r  evening,  said  they 
would  parsue  the  same  intirrjidatien — 
the  same  elaM  of  intimidation —an  had 
been  purmied  by  ttie  Land  League  in 
old  day«. 
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pointed  to  as  a  proof  Uiai  no  legislation 
IS  necessary.  Bat  no  remarks  that  have 
been  made  in  this  House  have  broken 
down  the  case  that  there  exists  a  uni- 
versal system  of  Boycotting  in  Ireland 
— a  system  of  Boycotting  with  which 
hon.  Members  opposite  will  scarcely 
deny  that  they  have  connected  them- 
selves. I  shall  certainly  not,  at  this 
period  of  the  evening,  trouble  the  House 
with  many  quotations  ;  but  wo  are  asked 
for  the  facts,  and  we  would  wish  to  over- 
whelm them  with  the  facts. 

Mb.  T.  0.  HARRINGTON:  Why 
do  you  not  ? 

Mk.  GOSCHEN  :  The  hon.  Member 
the  Secretary  to  the  National  League 
(Mr.  T.  0.  Harrington)  taunted  my  right 
hon.  Friend  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ire- 
land (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour)  with  the  fact 
that  though  there  are  1,800  branches  of 
the  National  League,  ho  had  only  quoted 
25  resolutions.  ''Only  quoted  25  reso- 
lutions!'' As  if  they  were  the  only  25 
that  could  be  quoted  !  My  right  hon. 
Friend,  and  I  myself,  and  the  Members 
of  the  Government,  have  had  hundreds 
of  these  resolutions  before  us ;  but  we 
knew  to  what  extent  we  should  weary 
the  House  if  wo  were  compelled  to  quote 
them  all. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Longford,  N.) : 
Blue  Book, 

Mh.  GOSOHEN:  We  thought,  and  I 
will  answer  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  at  once,  that  hon.  Members 
dealing  with  the  Irish  Question  were 
more  or  less  familiar  with  what  we 
consider  to  be  the  notorious  faota.  We 
did  not  think  it  was  so  neeos.^ary  as 
they  seem  to  think  it  is  that  we  should 
go  into  all  these  details ;  but  I  would 
point  out  to  the  House  that  while 
mv  right  hon.  Finend  has  luaiulv 
eaileil  the  attention  of  the  lloust^  to  tho 
Ijrosser  furuiii  of  mitrage  and  intimida- 
tiou>  there  exist^st  in  tU^  evidenvi^  wrhu^h 
the  NatiouaUst  l^v«j*  atl\Hr\U  (mm  t\^^ 
abuudaul  |u\mf  iu  iSe  UM^ul^t  d««UiU 
showin^t lo  what  e.\lt»ul  Uvxy^H^m^^  v\^^l(\ 

daily  \\t^  Awd  ^tu^\^t\M1l^  v^v^^x^H^^li^ 
that  has  tM^eM  savd  ^^y  \\\^  \\^\\S  Xw'^w 

Wlw«H4^  thv>  N^l^v^H^^  Iav^s^v^  ^\s\  |«w^^  j 
U«lU  l*"advJ>s  Muivv^^«  v^-  t->^HJ%^s  |S'4«\'r*v^^  | 
a^mvK^aUs^^s  U  atv*^4mN<\  t^v^ssU^  ^tsv  ^^v\s  .  \ 


this  point,  and  to  ask  what  wonld  be  the 
opinion  of  this  country  if  a  political 
association  took  a  certain  course.  Well, 
has  there  been  any  political  association 
in  this  country  which  has  followed  up, 
in  England  or  in  Ireland,  the  minutest 
action  of  every  man  by  a  system  of 
espionage  ?  Do  hon.  Members  opposite 
deny  the  espionage  ?  No ;  they  cannot 
do  so.  They  know  that  it  extends  even 
to  a  man's  sports —that  if  he  joins  in 
athletic  sports  where  there  are  obnoxious 
persons,  a  resolution  will  be  passed  by 
the  branch  that  he  be  expelled  for  having 
associated  in  athletic  sports  with  ob- 
noxious persons.  I  quote  a  trivial  case 
to  show  to  what  extent  the  League  is 
prepared  to  go.  Would  you  believe 
that  they  will  actually  count  the  amount 
of  refreshment  served  out  to  men  in  a 
public-house  ?  A  resolution  has  been 
passed  at  a  branch  of  the  National 
League  censuring  a  publican  for  having 
given  certain  men  more  than  the  actual 
legal  allowance  which  he  was  bound  to 
serve. 

An  hon.  Member  :  Why  should  it  not 
be  passed  ? 

Mr.  GOSOHEN :  Why  should  it  not 
be  passed  ?  They  follow  a  man  up 
from  morning  to  night  in  every  detail 
of  his  life.  Hon.  Members  opposite 
are  the  champions  of  liberty,  and  this  is 
their  notion  of  what  liberty  is.  But 
how  do  they  know  these  things  ?  Why, 
thoy  have  such  a  system  of  spies  and 
informers.  See  what  a  body  of  spies 
and  informers  must  be  at  the  disposal  of 
hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  for  such  trivial 
details  to  be  brought  to  their  knowledge 
as  the  amount  which  a  man  drinks  in  a 
publivshouse.  Then  they  pass  resolu- 
ti^ms  iHUultuuuing  a  man  because  he  has 
shaken  haud»  with  another  man,  be- 
oa\u^  ht^  Uii»  drank  with  another  man, 
(^vH'c^u«^  \k<^  \\^t  boen  seen  speaking  to 
auv'tt\^r  unau  I  wv»uld  challenge  the 
\\^\\\  hsvu-  vK'ucli^man  opposite  (Sir 
N\  \UU^\  tUvwurt^  (v»  say  is  there  any- 
Itu^lJ:  H^  \\\^  k^U^^ry  ixf  this  country, 
kM*?  >M  ^vvv«v^^^,  U  th«i*r^  ai^-tliing  in  the 
'sv*V>M  >  s'Ji  ^N^^hv  tikx^im,  or  in  the  history 
s'^^  i^v\>  v^''^^^  WKs^J^u  nation  equivalent 
^•rN  V'lsv^  «\i^«»siv^^^  sU^^-^i^  to  this  fearful 
^x-^Vn^-m  vsi,  >^^»a>,s^:j^  vMurried  on  under 
if-*,^  ^s^i^^^vv^*  yM  ^V  ttM^ue^  and  which 

>\  r.  \  ^^  \  •  VV\  »  sK^  dwagr  it.  There 
<i«  s\Y^^  ^  >ik\NN^  y^  Imt^lk^  ia  it.    I  utterly 
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deny  that  a  system  of  espionage  is  car- 
ried on. 

Me.  GOSCHEN  :  Then,  if  there  is 
none,  I  should  like  to  know  very  much 
how  it  is  that  all  this  happens  to  be 
brought  to  the  knowledge  of  the  local 
branches  ? 

Mb.  DILLON :  It  appears  in  the 
full  light  of  day. 

Mb.  GOSCHEN:  Of  course,  these 
things  are  most  insupportable ;  but 
they  are  only  a  part  of  the  programme 
sketched  out  at  the  Rotunda  the  other 
day.  They  are  part  of  the  system  of 
'^  making  a  man's  life  unhappy."  The 
hon.  Member  is  very  indignant  at  my 
remark;  but  what  did  he  mean  by  saying 
that  **  a  man's  life  should  be  made  un- 
happy ?  "  We  know  well  enough  what 
it  is.    It  is  to  make  him 

Mb.  DILLON :  What  did  you  mean 
when  you  denounced  me  ? 

Mb.  GOSCHEN  :  I  ask  what  did  the 
hon.  Member  mean  when 

Mb.  DILLON :  Do  not  ask  me  these 
questions  if  you  do  not  want  me  to  reply. 

Mb.  GOSCHEN:  The  hon.  Member 
has  said  that  we  know  perfectly  well  what 
he  meant.  Well,  we  think  we  do  know 
what  he  meant.  We  think  it  is  another 
development  oi  the  ** moral  leprosy" 
spoken  of  by  his  Chief.  I  can  under- 
stand the  indignation  of  Jbhe  hon.  Gen- 
tleman in  this  House ;  but  when  he 
speaks  to  an  Irish  audience  and  tells 
them  that  the  lives  of  men  are  to  be 
made  unhappy,  those  are  serious  words, 
the  responsibility  for  which  must  rest 
upon  him.  Now,  if  he  thinks  that  I  am 
speaking  lightly,  here  is  a  resolution 
which  has  been  passed,  and  which  we 
have  upon  undoubted  authority.  It  was 
to  the  effect  that  a  man  was  observed  to 
shake  hands  with  another  man ;  that  a 
third  person  was  observed  to  drink  with 
another ;  and  that  a  fourth  was  seen  to 
be  quite  familiar  with  an  objectionable 
person.  [^Laughter  from  the  Irish  Mem- 
oers.']  Yes ;  you  may  laugh ;  but  do  you 
think  your  victims  laugh  ? 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY:  Others  will. 

Mb.  GOSCHEN  :  Hon.  Members 
must  see  that  this  is  the  apparatus  at 
which  we  are  attempting  to  strike,  which 
deals  with  the  minutest  particulars,  but 
which  rises  up  and  inflicts  material  ruin 
in  many  cases,  and  moral  death  upon 
many  occasions.  Hero  is  another  unani- 
mous resolution  with  regard  to  certain 
tenants  who  refused  to  join  in  the  Plan 
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of  Campaign,  to  the  effect  that  they 
should  not  be  allowed  to  enter  the  parish 
church.  Has  that  branch  been  rebuked 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  National  League 
(Mr.  T.  C.  Harrington),  or  is  this  only 
one  of  the  forms  of  '^  making  men's 
lives  unhappy  ?  " 

Mb.  T.  C.  HARRINGTON:  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  has  asked  me  a 
question,  as  it  is  his  habit  to  ask  many 
questions,  which  always  assume  the 
argument  to  be  in  his  own  favour.  I 
beg  to  assure  him  that  I  never  saw  any 
reference  to  this  case,  and  that  I  believe 
the  meeting  to  which  he  refers  must  be 
exceedingly  recent.  If  I  had  seen  it, 
not  only  should  I  have  condemned  the 
branch,  but  I  should  have  dissolved  it 
immediately,  and  dissolved  it  very 
warmlv,  too. 

Mb.'  GOSCHEN  :  The  Government 
may  do  that. 

Mr.  T.  C.  HARRINGTON :  What 
is  the  date  of  the  meeting  ? 

Mb.  GOSCHEN  :     Two  months  ago. 

Mb.  T.  C.  HARRINGTON  :  What  is 
the  date? 

Mb.  GOSCHEN :  The  25th  of  June, 
and  the  resolution  was  published  in 
The  Sligo  Champion,  The  hon.  Member 
will  see  that  he  is  a  little  late  on  this 
occasion  in  rebuking  the  branch.  I  can 
quite  understand  that  in  the  multitude 
of  the  branches  with  which  he  has  to 
deal  many  of  these  resolutions  may  have 
escaped  his  notice.  But  I  venture  to 
think  that,  looking  at  the  stigma  which 
must  rest  upon  any  association  whose 
branches  will  pass  resolutions  of  this 
kind,  it  would  have  been  a  prudent 
course  if  the  hon.  Gentleman  had  em- 
ployed one  of  his  subordinates  to  report 
to  him  the  exuberant  actions  of  some  of 
the  branches  of  the  League. 

Mb.  T.  C.  HARRINGTON :  I  think 
the  House  must  credit  me  with  some 
desire  to  meet  this  case,  and  I  can 
assure  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  that 
one  man  is  engaged  in  my  office  who 
has  no  other  duty  than  that  of  super- 
vising these  things. 

Mb.  GOSCHEN  :  I  gather  from  the 
hon.  Member  that  a  subordinate  was 
engaged  with  scissors  and  paste  upon 
The  Sligo  Champion,  and  that,  under  his 
instructions,  this  extract  must  be  in  the 
offices  of  the  National  League.  If  so, 
all  I  can  say  is  that  it  is  unfortunate 
that  it  was  not  submitted  to  the  severe 
judgment  of  the    hon.  Member.     Wo 
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know  now  that,  not  in  consequence  of 
any  action  taken  by  this  House,  not  in 
consequence  of  the  passing  of  the  Crimes 
Act,  and  not  in  consequence  of  the 
shadow  of  this  Proclamation,  but  in 
consequence  of  the  real  indignation  of 
those  who  wish  to  make  men's  lives  un- 
happy if  they  disobey  their  commands, 
but  who  still  do  stick  at  something,  a 
resolution  of  this  kind  would  have  been 
condemned  by  the  hon.  Member.  Well, 
the  hon.  Member  is  the  authorized 
Secretary  of  the  National  League,  and 
he  spoke  this  evening,  and  attempted 
to  cast  discredit  upon  the  story  of  my 
right  hon.  Friend  the  Chief  Secretary 
(Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour)  with  regard  to  the 
case  of  Justin  McCarthy  and  his  son, 
who  had  been  Boycotted,  and  the  im- 
pression of  everybody  who  heard  the 
hon.  Member's  speech  would  have  been 
that  the  whole  story  was  the  invention 
of  some  fertile  brain. 

Mb.  T.  C.  HARRINGTON  :  I  men^ 
tioned  the  name  of  Mr.  Hussey. 

Mr.  GOSCHEN  :  Yes ;  but  it  is  pos- 
sible that  it  may  have  come  from  Mr. 
Hussey,  and  may,  nevertheless,  be  true 
in  all  its  details.  To  use  the  splendid 
words  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Derby  (Sir  William  Har- 
court),  who  said  the  hon.  Member  had 
^*  entirely  disposed  of  all  the  charges  of 
the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland,"  he 
"disproved"  this  by  saying  that  the 
story  came  from  Mr.  Hussey,  which  it 
did  not,  and  in  the  eyes  of  the  counsel 
for  the  defence  that  certainly  appeared 
to  be  conclusive  evidence.  But  I  wish 
the  House,  which  naturally  looks  for 
some  authentic  accounts  from  the  hon. 
Member  who  represents  the  National 
League— I  wish  the  House  to  know 
how  he  argued  in  this  same  case.  He 
spoke  of  the  number  of  persons  who 
lived  in  the  village,  and,  by  a  rough  pro- 
cess of  multiplication,  he  argued  that 
there  could  not  have  been  as  many 
people  concerned  in  the  case  as  had  been 
alleged,  and  that,  therefore,  the  story 
was  impossible.  But  the  League  does 
not  only  strike  in  one  village.  It  is 
much  more  ubiquitous.  It  places  its 
hand  on  the  neighbouring  villages^  and 
so  the  whole  story  may  be  true  without 
the  least  discredit  being  caused  by  the 
fact  of  the  number  of  people  in  a  par- 
ticular village.  But  let  me  put  forward 
another  of  these  cases  of  accumulated 
Boycotting  in  the  same  style    as  that 

Mr.  Goschen 


which  was  narrated  by  my  right  hon. 
Friend,  but  which  comes  from  an  au- 
thority which  will  not,  I  think,  be  dis- 
puted by  hon.  Members  below  the 
Gangway,  as  it  is  an  extract  from  2h 
Zetnster  Leader,  I  entreat  the  House  to 
listen  to  this  case,  which  is  from  The 
Leinster  Leader  of  January  1,   1887 — 

**  Borris-in-Ossory. — There  was  a  large  at- 
teDdaDce  of  the  Committee  in  their  rooms  on 
Sunday.  Members  present — Messrs.  James 
Murphy,  President,  A.  Markoy,  Vice  President, 
Andrew  Lambe,  Treasurer,  Mnrtin  Delany, 
P.L.G.,  honorary  secretary,  John  Butler,  John 
Maher,  Andrew  Bergin,  Daniel  Cassidy,  Patrick 
Butler,  and  Joseph  Sweeney.  It  was  unani- 
mously  agreed  that  all  persons  condemned  by 
this  branch  should  be  republished  in  the  local 
newspapers  for  the  information  of  the  public, 
to  prevent  them  from  holding  any  communica- 
tion with  the  following  evil-disposed  persdns, 
namely  :— Thomas  Tynan  and  fajnily,  for  land- 
grabbing  and  care- taking  Ly sterns  evicted 
farms  ;  William  Roe  and  Son,  for  lending 
Tynan  and  Sons  farm  implements  and  tolerating 
their  herd.  Patrick  Fitzpatriok,  to  be  one  of 
Tynan's  bails  to  hold  and  keep  a  pound  for  the 
purpose  of  impounding  cattle,  &c.,  off  the 
evicted  lands  now  in  their  care  ;  Thomas  Wat- 
son, for  bailing  Tynan  for  the  same  meritorious 
purpose  ;  Patrick  Bryan  and  family  and  John 
White  and  family  for  taking  con-acre  land 
from  Boycotted  Tynan  in  1886,  for  which  all  of 
them  have  not  yet  been  condoned ;  William 
Shortt,  stonemason,  has  been  lately  condemned 
for  publicly  and  defiantly  violating  the  rules, 
and  his  name  has  been  struck  off  the  list  of 
enrolled  members;  Martin  Delany  alicu  Rut, 
for  enjoying  himself  at  an  Emergency  spree, 
held  under  the  auspices  of  the  Boycotted 
Tynans,  in  their  home  on  Christmas  night  : 
and  Jeremiah  Shelly,  victualler  and  farmer, 
who  has  profited  by  the  agitation  by  gettinghis 
rent  reduced  in  the  Land  Court,  for  partaking  of 
refreshments  in  the  well-known  Boycotted 
saloon  at  Ballybrophy,  in  the  company  of 
Peter  Roe,  who  has  been  frequently  condemned 
by  thill  branch.  The  committee  were  disposed 
to  take  a  lenient  view  of  his  case ;  but  when 
he  would  give  no  satisfaction  for  this  offence 
they  had  no  other  alternative  but  to  eraae  his 
name  off  the  registry." 

I  do  not  know  whether  that  braneh  has 
boon  rebuked.  We  were  told  the  other 
day — I  think  by  a  G-entleman  on  the 
Front  Opposition  Bench — that  the  Na- 
tional League  were  now  employed  upon 
**  registration."  Some  "F^gli^h  people 
thought  it  was  a  registration  for  elec- 
toral purposes  that  they  were  engaged 
upon ;  but  they  are  really  at  work  in 
preparing  a  black  list — in  preparing 
registries  such  as  the  one  I  haye  read 
out.  Note  the  refined  cruelty  of  the 
business,  if  that  is  not  too  stronff  a 
phrase  to  use.  See  how  Uiey  louow 
their  victims  up-^how  they  know  what 


133      Trifh  National  L$agu$     {August  26,  1887}     {Special  Proclamation),      134 


they  do.  Even  a  Christmas  Eve  party  was 
not  free  from  the  espionage  of  the 
League,  and  they  Boycott  a  man  for 
being  present  at  a  Christmas  Eve  party, 
or  what  they  call  an  **  Emergency  spree." 
This  is  how  men  are  held  up  to  the 
obloquy  and  hatred  of  the  public.  Are 
not  these  very  successful  methods  of 
*'  making  men's  lives  unhappy  ? " 
These  are  small  matters,  but  they  are 
matters  which  bring  home  to  a  man  the 
evil  he  will  undergo  if  he  dares  break 
with  the  League.  What  did  we  hear 
from  the  right  hon.  Baronet  the  Mem- 
ber for  the  Bridgeton  Division  of  Glas- 
gow (Sir  George  Trevelyan)  ?  Not  one 
word  did  we  hear  from  him,  nor  from 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  Derby  (Sir  William  Harcourt),  in 
condemnation  of  these  practices.  You 
have  seen  that  the  names  are  published, 
but  that  is  not  the  only  thing.  Here  is 
an  actual  placard  which  was  stuck  upon 
the  walls : — 

"  Report  of  the  Yigilance  Committee. 

**  List  of  people  in  Mitchelstown  who  were 
base  enough  to  betray  the  people's  cause  despite 
all  warnings :  — 

<'  Mrs.  Jane  Cahill  supplied  Emergency  men 
Fercival  and  comrades. 

*'  Miss  Eliza  Kelly  supplied  Couche,  Benson, 

&c. 

"Roger    O'Donnell    supplied    Coughlan   on 

April  27. 

''  William  Coughlan  supplied  John  Coughlan 
on  April  28. 

*'Mrs.  Mary  Noonan  supplied  bread,  &c. 

"  Patrick  Clifford,  of  Gurteenalariff,  drinking 
with  John  Coughlan. 

"Paky  Conran,  Fitzgibbon*s  friend. 

*'  Patrick  Molan,  of  Qlenacurrane,  an  asso- 
ciate of  Jim  Neill  and  Dans. 

'*  MatBrien,  painter,  painted  Couche's  house. 

"  O'Callaghan's,  dressmakers,  had  dealings 
with  Couche. 

**  Redmond  Condon,  an  old  offender. 

'*  The  meat  suppliers  of  the  Castle  are  known, 
and  will,  if  they  persevere,  appear  in  next 
report. 

«<  Beware  of  those  people. 

"  By  order." 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY:  By  order  of 
whom? 

Mb.  T.  C.  HAREINQTON  :  By  whose 
order? 

Mb.  GOSOHEN  :  I  leave  that  to  hon. 
Members  opposite.  I  do  not  say  it  is 
done  by  the  branch. 

An  hon.  Member  :  Then,  why  quote  it? 

Mb.  GOSCHEN  :  I  will  tell  you.  Be- 
cause, if  it  were  not  done  by  the  branch , 
it  is  the  result  of  the  action  of  the 
branch.     Certainlyi    it    bears    a    very 


suspicious  appearance.  They  could  not 
challenge  a  precisely  similar  case ;  but 
greater  caution  may  be  observed  in 
some  cases,  and  anonymous  placards 
may  be  of  more  use. 

An  hon.  Member  :  They  are  printed 
at  the  Castle. 

Mr.  GOSOHEN :    Now,  I  will  just 
point  out  one  thing  which  is  of  great 
importance.      Hon.     Gentlemen     have 
said  that  we  have  not  been  able  to  esta- 
blish a  connection  between  the  action  of 
the     branches — between   their    threats 
and  the  actual  occurrence  of  outrage. 
We  have  read  many  cases  where  abject 
apologies  have  been  made — where,  ac- 
cording to  the  testimony  of  the  League 
themselves,   there   has  been  shown  the 
terrorism  exercised  over  the  unfortunate 
victim  s.  Men  do  not  go  and  grovel  before  a 
branch  of  the  National  League,  and  have 
their  names  denounced  and  published  in 
the  papers  with  their  apology,  unless 
they  are  frightened  of  some  evil  happen- 
ing to  them.      It  would  be  surprising 
indeed  if  we  were  able  to  trace  the  exact 
connection  between  the  League  and  the 
outrages.     But  when  outrages  are  com- 
mitted, not  by  single  men,  but  by  bands 
numbering  from  five  to  15,  it  is  evident 
that  you  have  the  result  of  some  orga- 
nization.    I  do  not  say  they  are  orga- 
nized by  the  branches  of  the  League, 
but  I  do  say  they  are  organized  by  the 
branches  of  some  society.     Fifteen  men 
do  not  go  together  and  act  in  this  way 
unless  there  is  some  power  behind  them, 
and  it  is    that    power    that  we    must 
endeavour  to  find,  wherever  it  is.     If  it 
is  not  in  the  branches,  we  must  endeavour 
to  find  it    elsewhere.     These    outrages 
are  continually  occurring.      Numerous 
cases  of  outrage    have   been    reported 
during  the  last  two  months  in  Kerry  and 
Glare,  and  we  have  been  unable  to  find 
out  the  perpetrators.     In  nearly  every 
case  reported  by  the  police  the  ominous 
two  words  occur  in  the  report,    **No 
clue  "  after  the  statement  of  the  outrage. 
I  ask,  is  it  likely  that  in  any  district 
where  there  is  this  large  number  of  men 
committing    these   midnight     outrages 
there  would  be  no  clue  unless  there  is 
some  organization  behind  them  ?  Would 
it  be  possible  for  hon.  Members  below 
the  Gangway  to  throw  light  upon  these 
points  ?    It  would  be  to  their  interest 
to  help  us  if  the  branches  of  the  League 
were  thoroughly  clean.     The  branches 
know  by  their  universal  system  what 
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everybody  does — who  works  with  whom, 
who  shakes  hands  warmly  with  whom, 
who  plays  with  whom,  who  drinks  with 
whom — but  they  do  not  know,  or  they 
will  not  tell  us,  who  gathers  together 
those  bands  of  men  in  the  midnight  in 
order  to  commit  outrage.  They,  who  are 
so  well  informed  on  everything  else,  are 
not  informed  on  this  most  vital  point ; 
not  one  particle  of  evidence  is  ever 
placed  by  them  before  the  Executive 
with  regard  to  this  to  clear  themselves 
from  the  suspicion  of  guilt.  Not  one 
atom  of  evidence  has  ever  been  supplied 
by  the  branches  of  the  League  as  to  the 
perpetrators  of  these  outrages. 

An  hon.  Member:  Where  is  your 
Secret  Service  money  ? 

Mb.  GOSOHEN  :  They  scoff  at  the 
idea  that  a  body  of  citizens,  by  a  uni- 
versal system,  should  help  the  Execu- 
tive in  obtaining  evidence,  not  merely 
against  those  who  commit  outrages  on 
landlords,  but  also  against  those  who 
attack  labourers  in  their  dwellings,  and 
tenants  who  have  taken  land  from  other 
tenants.  In  no  case  that  I  know  of  has 
the  slightest  assistance  ever  been  ren- 
dered in  order  to  show  that  they  are  free 
from  complicity  with  those  who  go  about 
in  bands  committing  these  midnight 
outrages.  "We  are  asked  why  we  have 
not  acted  under  those  sections  of  the  Act 
which  would  avoid  the  Proclamation  of 
the  League.  Several  explanations  have 
been  given  of  that ;  and,  above  all,  this 
difficulty  with  regard  to  getting  evidence 
which  foils  the  action  of  the  Executive 
Government.  But  I  can  suggest  an- 
other difficulty,  which  is  one  of  the 
gravest  in  the  matter;  it  is  that  the 
punishment  of  the  League  seem  to  me 
to  be  heavier  than  the  punishments  in- 
flicted by  the  law  of  the  land.  To  make 
men's  whole  lives  unhappy  is  the 
punishment  of  the  National  League,  and 
side  by  side  with  that  what  are  the  few 
months'  imprisonment  which  may  be 
imposed  by  the  law  of  the  land?  Hon. 
Members  from  England  are  saying  that 
they  are  going  over  to  Ireland  in  order 
to  court  the  martyrdom  of  a  short  im- 
prisonment ;  but  I  put  it  to  them  whether, 
instead  of  a  few  months'  imprisonment, 
they  were  going  there  to  have  their 
lives  rendered  miserable  in  the  way  in 
which  the  National  League  makes  its 
victims  miserable — what  would  they 
think  ?      If  they  were  in  the   future 
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to  be  shunned  by  every  friend  that  they 
had — if  their  sons  were  to  be  shunned 
by  all  their  companions,  if  they  were  to 
be  excluded  from  their  several  clubs,  if 
they  were  to  be  kept  out  of  their  parish 
church.  [  Cheers  from  the  Irish  Members.'} 
Hon.  Members  do  not,  for  a  moment, 
impose  on  us  by  that  cheer.  Note  how 
they  cheered  one  out  of  the  12  incidents  I 
referred  to.  They  could  not  interrupt 
me  in  regard  to  any  other  circumstances 
than  the  keeping  of  persons  out  of  their 
parish  churches.  I  say  that  if  those 
hon.  Members  had  to  look  forward  to 
all  the  terrors  which  this  relentless 
system  imposes  on  its  victims — if  this 
was  to  be  the  penalty  of  their  going  to 
Ireland,  would  they  not  shun  it  in- 
finitely more  than  the  short  imprison- 
ment which  they  seem  to  look  forward 
to  with  such  satisfaction  ?  It  is  because 
the  punishment  of  the  League  is  worse 
than  the  punishment  of  the  law  of  the 
land.  The  law  of  the  land  is  helpless, 
and  you  must  strike  at  the  Courts  in- 
stead of  striking  merely  at  the  tools 
and  the  instruments  which  execute  the 
decrees  of  the  Courts ;  and  it  is  for  that 
reason  that  we  must  take  power  to  deal, 
not  with  the  solitary  agent  who  carries 
out  the  behests  of  the  Court — that 
cruel  Court  which  sits  in  judgment  on 
every  action  of  a  man's  life — but  you 
must  strike  at  the  organization  itself 
which  spreads  this  system  over  all  the 
land.  The  Secretary  of  the  National 
League  spoke  of  '^our  government  of 
Ireland."  The  phrase  fell  quite  natu- 
rally from  his  lips;  he  acknowledged 
and  apologized  for  any  laches  which  the 
Government  of  the  land,  in  the  hands  of 
the  National  League,  might  have  com- 
mitted. I  point  to  that  as  showing  the 
House  the  extent  to  which  they  think 
they  are  governing  Ireland ;  but  what  I 
say  is  that  you  must  strike  at  the  Courts 
as  well  as  at  the  instrument.  Now,  we 
have  been  taunted,  I  think,  by  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Mid 
Lothian  (Mr.  W.  E.  Gladstone)  for  in- 
venting new  crimes ;  it  is  one  of  his 
favourite  charges ;  and  I  say  that  the 
Land  League  has  invented  new  crimes, 
and  the  National  League  has  extended 
a  register  of  crimes  such  as  no  country 
ever  saw,  and  under  this  new  Code  friend- 
liness is  a  crime,  mercy  is  a  crime,  for- 
giveness is  a  crime,  because  every  Chris- 
tian virtue  of  helpfulness  is  a  crime. 
Well,  Sir,  we  have  been  told,  and  told 
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with  truth,  that  the  responsibility  of 
this  matter  must  rest  upon  the  Execu- 
tive Government.  For  our  part,  we 
agree  with  those  who  hold  that  upon  us 
must  rest  this  heavy  responsibility.  We 
agree  with  those  who  hold  that  we  do 
not  share  this  responsibility  with  the 
House;  we  cannot  place  it  upon  the 
shoulders  of  the  House.  We  shall 
never  be  able  to  point  to  the  acquies- 
cence of  the  House,  and  say — "  It  was 
your  doing  as  well  as  ours."  No ;  in 
taking  this  grave  step  we  are  deeply 
conscious  that  upon  us  must  rest  the 
responsibility.  We  trust  our  friends 
and  our  supporters  will  stand  by  us. 
We  acknowledge  that  no  portion  of  the 
duty  of  the  Executive  Government  can 
be  shared  with  the  noble  Lord  the 
Member  for  Kossendale  (the  Marquess 
of  Hartington)  or  the  Liberal  Unionists 
— it  is  upon  us,  and  upon  us  alone,  that 
the  responsibility  rests,  and  the  House 
and  every  Member  of  the  House  and 
every  opponent  whom  we  have  may  be 
certain  that  we  feel  it  from  the  very 
bottom  of  our  hearts.  We  know  what 
we  have  to  encounter,  and  the  spirit  in 
which  we  are  likely  to  be  met.  On  one 
occasion  when  the  Executive  Govern- 
ment took  a  similar  grave  step — not 
graver  than  this,  but  as  grave — these 
words  were  used  by  the  head  of  the  Go- 
vernment— 

"  We  are  the  Executive  Govemraent,  and 
we  are  entitled  and  are  bound  to  claim  a  hearty 
and  cordial  support  in  a  great  national  crisis 
for  the  vindication  of  the  law  of  the  land." 

Does  my  right  hon.  Friend  the  Member 
for  Mid  Lothian  remember  the  occasion 
on  which  he  uttered  those  words  ?  Does 
he  remember  that  he  felt  that  he  was 
entitled  to  ask,  and  that  he  was  bound 
to  claim,  a  hearty  and  cordial  support 
in  the  great  national  crisis  for  the  vindi- 
cation of  the  law  of  the  land?  We 
wish  "  to  vindicate  the  law  of  the  land." 
We  think  we  are  bound  to  claim  a 
hearty  and  cordial  support  in  a  great 
national  crisis.  We  are  assured  in  ad- 
vance that  we  shall  not  receive  that 
cordial  and  hearty  support.  We  regret 
it,  but  none  the  less  we  cannot  flinch 
from  the  task  which  is  imposed  upon  us. 
I  do  not  know  who  will  tell  on  the  side 
of  my  right  hon.  Friend  and  those  who 
vote  in  favour  of  this  Resolution.  I 
presume  it  will  be  my  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  Nottingham  (Mr.  Arnold 
Morley)  and  the  hon.  Member  for  the 


Harbour  Division  of  Dublin  (Mr.  T.  C. 
Harrington)  as  representing  the  National 
League.  I  presume  that  they,  together, 
will  go  up  to  the  Table  of  this  House 
representing  now  the  Party  in  Opposi- 
tion— one  the  Representative  of  revolu- 
tion and  the  other  the  Representative  of 
surrender,  and  hon.  Members  will  know 
on  what  side  they  are  voting.  Those 
who  are  voting  with  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  will  be  voting  in  favour  of 
the  revolutionary  tribunals  that  are 
spread  like  a  net-work  all  over  Ireland ; 
those  who  vote  on  this  side  will  be  up- 
holding the  tribunals  of  the  land.  Those 
who  are  voting  with  that  side  will  be 
voting  for  the  tribunals  of  an  irre- 
sponsible Government,  and  those  who 
vote  on  this  side  will  be  voting  on  be- 
half of  those  whose  duty  it  is,  in  the 
words  of  my  right  hon.  Friend,  **  to 
vindicate  law  and  order." 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Longford,  N.) : 
The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  has 
given  us  a  lesson  in  the  Christian  virtues 
— a  subject  he  is,  perhaps,  fully  entitled 
to  deal  with — and  he  then  proceeded  to 
separate  the  sheep  from  the  goats.  On 
the  one  side  are  virtue  and  daring,  and 
on  the  other  side  surrender  and  guilt ; 
on  the  Opposition  side  is  revolution,  vice, 
crime,  and  everything  that  is  terrible, 
and  on  the  other  all  the  virtues  under 
the  sun.  Now  there  is  one  thing,  at 
any  rate,  which  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man has  familiarized  the  House  with, 
and  that  is  whenever  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Derby  (Sir 
William  Harcourt)  makes  a  slashing 
speech  in  the  House  we  never  realize 
the  real  eloquence  and  the  vigour  and 
power  of  his  speech  until  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  feels  it  incumbent  upon  him 
to  get  up  and  make  a  feeble  reply.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  seemed  to  think 
that  that  is  the  special  function  for  which 
he  was  appointed  to  his  present  position 
by  the  Tory  Party  as  a  reward  for  his 
betrayal  of  the  Party  to  which  he  be- 
longed ;  and  when  he  taunted  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Derby 
with  holding  a  brief  for  the  National 
League  I  should  like  to  ask  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  for  how  many  Parties 
and  Institutions  he  has  held  a  brief?  I 
think  that  at  the  Election  of  1885  he 
was  glad  of  the  assistance  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Mid 
Lothian. 
Mb.W. E.  GLADSTONE:  Hear,  hear! 
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.\fft.  T.  3f.  ffRALY:  I  thiak  that  at 
fhA  VX^ji'JfVtXi  ^i  1%^^  lui  Trfl»  giaii  of  die 
Mm^^rt«n<^/>  'vf  th<%noW«  Lordrhft  lCi»mher 
for  fc<>«wm4AU  ^th<i  Mxrr^^i^m  of  Har- 
tmfljton^.  f  thir.Ir  at  the  Electaoa  of 
1%^7  h*^  7r?w  aria^  o?  she  atmisitaaute  of 
//•>r4  .HaliiihnTy.  And  luvw  the  ri^t 
K/yrt.  O^tl^wvan,  who  haii  ^iro^jt^U^ 
fhronifh  ^^v^try  form  of  inconawtency, 
AAku  n%  V>  d/^»  what  he  htmjielf  two  jean 
a^fo  denoTin^^ed — namely,  he  askii  tui  in 
a  matter  of  the  flnt  importance  to  giire 
a  blank  che^'jae  to  l-ord  Sall%btiry. 
Well,  we  decHive  to  gire  a  blank  chelae 
Up  i//f(\  Hali^bnry ;  anrl  when  the  right 
hhu.  O^jntlernan  fh9%dn  the  Proclamation 
of  the  l^n/]  J>;d^e  of  18%1,  and  navs 
that  we  are  ^/nljr  doing'  what  wan  done 
i/f  l^m^  and  are  only  a#:^ing  on  the  pre- 
/'.e/lent  of  that  time^  allow  me  to  remind 
him  that  Hfti  only  the  time  and  the 
Miiumn^  bfit  the  men,  are  wholly  dif- 
ifftfUt  He  txnkn  un  why  the  Gorern- 
ment  mny  not  be  trusted  now  &h  it  was 
tormmly  j  he  a«iki*  un  why  may  the  Go- 
vwriinont  not  Muppremi  the  National 
li^m^ue  AH  ihfiy  «iupTire»ftod  the  Land 
L'iftj(iie  in  1881  ?  Well,  I  will  tell  him 
whv.  lu  1881  Ireland  was  pasfiing,  and 
liri^l  parsed,  through  such  a  crisis  that 
ihfi  \mw\  Act  of  1881  was  passed  by  the 
Unvtiruttwui.  It  was  bocauso  the  ^^  No 
Knnf  Mnnifosto  was  issuod  from  Kil- 
nialnhtim  IViNon  that  the  Land  League 
wall  supprnssod.  What  is  the  case  now  ? 
If  thorn  is  ''no  rent''  in  Ireland  now, 
it  Is  Imniiusn  of  the  not  of  God  and  not 
of  any  human  nMociation— it  is  booause 
thnrn  nro  no  orops  in  the  country — and 
if  l^at'lianiont  wiis  willing  to  trust  the 
Govnrntnnnt  of  IHHI,  is  that  any  reason 
why  wn  shouhl  truNt  a  Govornmont  of 
hiiMlhuMU  and  tho  ('hiof  M(>or()tary  and 
Piirhiunontary  Un(h»r  Horrotiiry  for  Iro- 
land  y  At  this  hour  of  tho  night  I  will 
nut  trouhin  tho  llouso  with  many  words. 
I  will  only  Hny  that  lor  tho  future,  what- 
ovor  huppons  in  Iroland,  upparontly  wo 
shall  not.  ho  ro»pon«ihlo.  For  tho  future 
tho  Govornmont  luivo  nnnounood  thoir 
polloy  to  !m  tho  polio v  whioh  must 
suofood.  Thov  havo  doolarod  that  tho 
on<«  paimooa  for  Irolaud  is  tho  suppros* 
sh»n  of  tho  National  Iioaguo.  li  thoy 
do  not  s\hvood»  what  thon  r  If  outrages 
br^mk  wwi  who  will  bo  n^spoUHiblo  ? 
Woll,  \\\\\  us.  Vtui  »\u>p!vs8  our  or- 
Itanuation.  Vou»  wht>  havo  lu^t  boon 
ablo  to  put  down  Moonlightors  or 
wituiunU  of  any  kind,  tUiuk  that  whou 


jfju,  par  dawn  die  yatfonal  Leaigiie  jon 
p»it  down  crime.  It  is  tmey  yoa  may 
par  down  the  Xatii^nal  League  in  a 
▼azne  -lenae  :  bat  yon  will  not  pat  down 
Vaooliirhters.  Toa  can  stop  meetings 
of  the  braaches:  bxxt  yoa  cannot  stop 
people  shooting  into  hoose^ ;  yoa  cannot 
stop  people  firing  oTer  the  heads  of 
isolated  tenants.  Why  do  not  joa  direct 
attention  to  these  open  and  orert  forms 
of  crime  ?  The  eriminals  are  there  and 
ripe  for  yoor  sickle.  Why  are  they 
allowed  to  continae  in  existence  ?  We 
hare  been  listening  in  this  Hoose  oon- 
tinnoosly  to  the  same  kind  of  prophecies 
from  coercire  Ministers  daring  my  short 
time  in  Parliament.  I  torn  from  the 
speech  of  the  right  hon.  (Gentleman  to  the 
speech  which  poor  Mr.  Forster — God  be 
merciful  to  him! — ^madeinJannary,  1881, 
and  I  would  advise  the  Chief  Secretary 
for  Ireland  to  get  that  speech  off  by  heart. 
If  he  cannot  get  it  off  by  heart,  I 
would  adyise  him  to  frame  it  in  large 
letters  in  his  office,  and  study  it  from 
time  to  time,  beaause  of  all  sad  and 
melancholy  reading  the  speech  of  that 
unfortunate  gentleman  is  the  most  sad  and 
melancholy.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
thought  he  knew  everything,  and  was 
going  to  do  everything.  He  was  getting 
tho  whole  thing  fixed.  Poor  Mr.  Forster 
was  a  wise  gentleman.  He  had  spent  a 
great  deal  of  time  and  money  in  Ire- 
land, and  in  1818  he  was  in  sympathy 
with  the  people  of  that  country,  and 
spent  a  ereat  deal  of  his  means  in  try- 
ing to  alleviate  their  condition;  while 
tho  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Ohief 
Hccretary  has  not  spent  a  penny  stamp 
upon  them,  and  no  more  of  lus  time 
than  is  occupied  in  going  by  one  steam- 
boat and  returning  by  another.  Poor 
Mr.  Forster  said,  in  that  speech  to  which 
I  refer,  that  the  law  of  the  League  was 
supreme  through  those  districts  of  Ire- 
land— there  was  a  reign  of  terror  in  the 
country ;  no  man  dared  to  take  a  farm, 
and  80  on.  He  would  pass  his  Act,  and 
thou  Mr,  Parnell's  policemen  would  be 
put  down.  The  men  who  perpetrated 
tho  outrages  were  the  men  without 
whose  help  the  speeches  of  Mr.  l^tfnell 
and  Mr,  Dillon  and  Mr.  Big^gar  would 
bo  htxrmless.  It  was  those  men  who 
struck  terror  into  the  minds  of  the 
pooplo,  and  they,  must  strike  tenor  into 
tliom.  And  yet,  Sir,  after  yon  sup- 
im^ssoii  the  lieague,  and  after  you  had 
had  tho  Act  in  force  for  aix  moaihai 
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after  jou  had  struck  down  every  form 
of  organization  in  the  country,  outrage 
increased  by  2,000  in  the  course  of  a 
few  months.  Well,  you  had  the  hon. 
Member  for  Cork  (Mr.  Parnell)  and  the 
hon.  Member  for  East  Mayo  (Mr. 
Dillon)  in  Kilmainham ;  and  while  Mr. 
Forster  declared  he  had  every  murderer 
under  lock  and  key  you  had  the  Invin- 
oibles  supreme  in  Dublin,  and  Mr. 
Forster's  own  life  was  in  hourly  danger. 
I  have  not  the  smallest  doubt  that  right 
hon.  Gentlemen  are  just  as  conscien- 
tious, though  not  as  experienced,  as  Mr. 
Forster.  They  say  they  have  a  painful 
duty  to  perform.  Poor  Mr.  Forster  had 
a  painful  duty  to  perform.  Mr.  Forster 
and  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  had 
the  most  painful  duty  of  saying  which 
of  their  fellow  -  subjects  should  be 
arrested  on  reasonable  suspicion ;  but 
Mr.  Forster  made  one  admission  which 
was  due  to  the  candour  of  his  nature. 
He  fought  us  like  John  Bull ;  he  never 
flinched ;  and  he  never  ran  away  at 
Question  time.  He  did  not  put  a 
dummy  figure-head  in  his  place.  He 
spoke  to  the  people  in  the  market 
places.  He  went  down  to  Galway  and 
spoke  to  the  people  in  the  fairs,  because 
he  believed  he  had  got  hold  of  the  right 
end  of  the  stick.  He.  thought  the 
people  were  intimidated.  That  belief 
of  his  is  clear  from  the  speech  he 
delivered  on  the  24  th  of  January,  1881, 
for  in  that  speech  he  said  outrages  were 
decreasing.     He  said — 

'*  I  believe  there  are  two  reasons  for  it ;  one 
is  that  the  gentlemen  at  the  head  of  the  Land 
League  are  using  every  power  they  possess  to 
put  a  stop  to  outrages." 

What  was  the  other  reason  ?  "We  have 
heard  so  often  and  loudly  from  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  West 
Birmingham  that  the  shadow  of  the 
Crimes  Act  is  over  Ireland.  Mr. 
Forster  went  on  to  say — 

'*  I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  in  their  speeches 
they  have  always  intended  to  incite ;  but  I 
think  they  have  scarcely  ever,  if  ever,  had  a 
proper  sense  of  their  responsibility  in  the  words 
they  have  uttered.  They  are,  however,  much 
more  powerful  to  incite  to  outrages  than  to 
control  them.  But  I  believe  there  is  another 
influence  at  work.  As  in  the  case  of  the 
Westmeath  Act  in  1871  so  it  is  now,  that 
the  men  who  plan  and  execute  desist  for  fear 
of  being  arrested.  They  are  aware  that  the 
police  know  who  they  are.  My  belief  is  that 
if  you  pass  this  Act  you  will  cause  an  im- 
mense diminution  of  crime.'' 

Be    that    as   it    may,    whether    crime 


increased  or  decreased,  you  have  played 
your  last  card.  Either  you  are  going 
to  succeed  now  or  you  will  never  suc- 
ceed. You  declare  that  the  way  to 
pacify  Ireland  is  to  proclaim  the  Na- 
tional League  ;  but  you  do  not  take  the 
advice  of  the  noble  Marquess  the  Mem- 
ber for  Hossendale  (the  Marquess  of 
Hartington)  and  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  West  Birmingham 
(Mr.  Chamberlain),  and  say — **  We  will 
proceed  by  law,  which  is  now  to  be  the 
ordinary  law,  and  put  down  intimidation 
by  giving  six  months'  imprisonment. 
We  believe  that  the  way  to  stop  these 
outrages  is  to  suppress  the  National 
League."  That  being  so,  the  members 
of  the  National  League  have  no  further 
responsibility  in  the  matter.  And  Mem- 
bers of  this  House  who  are  members  of 
the  National  League  can  no  longer  be 
charged  in  any  sense  or  form  with  any 
responsibility  for  what  may  be  done ; 
but  I  wish  to  add  my  humble  voice  to 
that  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Mid  Lothian  (Mr.  W.  E. 
Gladstone)  and  of  my  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  Cork  (Mr.  Parnell)  with 
respect  to  the  duty  of  my  fellow-citizens 
and  countrymen  in  Ireland  in  this 
coming  crisis.  It  will,  perhaps,  be  news 
to  the  House  to  know  that  I  did  not 
always  agree  with  my  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  the  Harbour  Division  of 
Dublin  (Mr.  T.  0.  Harrington),the  Secre- 
tary of  the  National  League,  in  what  I 
thought  his  stringent  methods  against 
the  branches  of  the  League.  I  was 
appointed,  in  1882,  as  the  co-Secretary 
with  my  hon.  Friend,  but  I  never  acted. 
But  I  now  see  my  hon.  Friend  was  right 
and  I  was  wrong.  I  now  see  that  the 
course  he  took  was  the  right  and  proper 
one ;  but  I  see  that  instead  of  getting 
any  thanks  for  it  he  is  taunted  by  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite.  I  see  that  the 
most  malignant  sneers  that  can  be 
hurled  at  those  who  desire  to  appease 
the  minds  of  the  people  of  tho  coun- 
try, are  indulged  in  by  Members  on 
the  Treasury  Bench;  but  though  it  is 
against  nature  to  say  so,  because  I  have 
rather  a  fighting  disposition,  I  must  say 
that  my  experience  in  meeting  P]uglish 
Members  of  this  House,  and  especially 
of  meetings  in  England,  has  solidified 
the  opinion  which  was  some  time  ago 
only  in  tho  germ,  that  the  course  to  be 
taken  in  Ireland  with  our  fellow-country- 
men is  the  course  of  recommending  them 
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Mass  ?  Can  you  prevent  them  going  to 
a  fair,  or  a  football  meeting,  or  a 
hurling  ?  "What  will  prevent  Pat  telling 
Tom,  and  Tom  from  telling  JeiTj— **  It 
was  a  bad  thing  for  So-and-so  to  take 
the  land  from  which  So-and-so  had  been 
evicted  after  a  life  of  toil."  I  assert 
that  I  do  believe  that  the  Irish  people, 
no  matter  what  injustice  they  are  sub- 
jected to,  will  be  safe  in  trusting  to  the 
good  sense  and  the  good  feeling  of 
their  English  brethren ;  but,  bo  far  as 
we  are  concerned,  we  all  have  a  duty 
to  perform.  This  power  which  the  Go- 
vernment are  now  seeking  they  will,  no 
doubt,  obtain ;  but  we,  who  have  been 
appointed  as  the  Eepresentatives  of  the 
Irish  people,  have  a  solemn  duty  before 
us.  It  is  our  duty  to  see  that  these  poor 
people  are  not  needlessly  put  upon  by 
the  present  landlord  Government,  and 
that  if  any  man  shall  be  called  upon  to 
go  to  gaol  it  shall  be  us.  It  will  be  our 
duty,  if  possible,  to  step  in  between  the 
peasantry  of  Ireland  and  the  Eepre- 
sentatives of  the  landlord  Party  in  this 
House.  For  my  own  part,  I  have  never 
been  proud  of  my  part  in  what  has  been 
called  public  life.  Personally,  I  regard 
it  as  a  very  irksome  task ;  but  to  the 
end  of  my  days  the  proudest  recollec- 
tion of  my  life  will  be  that  I  was  a 
member  of  the  Land  League,  and  a 
member  of  the  National  League  after- 
wards— that  I  was  a  member  of  that 
League  before  and  after  it  was  pro- 
claimed. I  remember.  Sir,  when  one 
of  the  Phoenix  Park  prisoners  was 
being  sentenced  to  penal  servitude 
for  life  by  the  late  Justice  Keogh,  the 
Judge  said  to  him — **  Ah,  So-and-so, 
you  are  a  bad  boy.  You  are  a  mem- 
ber of  this  organization,  and  this  has  not 
been  your  first  oflFence ;  you  were  also  a 
'48  man  and  an  O'Connellite."  **  Yes," 
said  the  man ;  ^^  I  was  an  Irishman  since 
I  was  born."  I  also,  Sir,  was  an  Irish- 
man since  I  was  born,  and  I  am  not  the 
less  so  for  desiring  my  countrymen  to 
put  faith  and  trust  in  the  English 
people.  I  desire  them  to  have  regard 
to  the  magnificent  manifestations  of 
sympathy,  those  high  demonstrations  of 
the  working  class  and  democratic  opi- 
nions which  are  taking  place  in  this 
country ;  and,  above  all,  I  urge  them  to 
have  regard  to  the  fact  that  the  best  in- 
tellects of  Europe  are  upon  our  side.  I 
believe  that  the  Irish  people  have  re- 
gard to  these  facts ;  I  believe  that  the 

Mr.  T,  M.  Healy 


politics  of  despair  have  been  abandoned 
in  Ireland ;  I  believe  that  the  politics 
of  hope  have  been  commenced.  Sir,  we 
should  use  a  very  different  language, 
we  should  take  up  a  very  different 
attitude  if  this  Government  were  sup- 
ported in  its  crimes — if  I  may  call  them 
so — in  its  policy  towards  us  by  the  Eng- 
lish people.  I  say  now  we  no  longer  re- 
gard the  Government  as  the  exponents 
of  British  feeling.  We  regard  them  as 
the  exponents  of  landlord  feeling;  and  if 
temporary  inconvenience  results  to  us 
from  their  action,  we  shall  cheerfully 
bear  with  them,  knowing  well  that  in 
this  we  are  doing  not  merely  with  the 
approval  of  Ireland,  but  we  are  doing 
with  the  blessing  of  God — ^that  God  who 
looks  on  the  poor,  who  has  seen  their 
oppression  and  their  misery,  and  who, 
after  long  years  of  bitter  suffering  and 
of  trial,  has  raised  up  to  Ireland  friends 
the  like  of  whom  she  never  had  before. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided: — ^Ayes  195  ;  Noes 
272 :  Majority  77. 

AYES. 


Abraham,  W.  (Glam.} 

Abraham,  W.  (Lime- 
rick, W.) 

Acland,  A.  H.  D. 

Allison,  R.  A. 

Anderson,  G.  H. 

Balfour,  Sir  G. 

Ballantine,  W.  H.  W. 

Barry,  J. 

Biggar,  J.  G. 

Blane,  A. 

Bolton,  J.  C. 

Bradlaugh,  G. 

Bright,  Jacob 

Broadhurst,  H. 

Brown,  A.  L. 

Brunner,  J.  T. 

Bryce,  J. 

Buchanan,  T.  R. 

Burt,  T. 

Byrne,  G.  M. 

Campbell,  Sir  G. 

Campbell,  H. 

Carew,  J.  L. 

Chamberlain,  rt.  hn.  J. 

Chamberlain,  K. 

Chance,  P.  A. 

Channing,  F.  A. 

Childers,  rt.  hon.  H. 
C.  E. 

Clancy,  J.  J. 

Clark,  Dr.  G.  B. 

Cobb,  H.  P. 

Coleridge,  hon.  B. 

Collings,  J. 

Commins,  A. 

Condon,  T.  J. 

Connolly,  L. 

Conway,  M. 


Conybeare,  0.  A.  V. 
Corbet,  W.  J. 
Cossham,  H. 
Cox,  J.  R. 
Crawford,  D. 
Cremer,  W.  R. 
Crilly,  D. 
Deasy,  J. 
Dillon,  J. 
Dillwyn,  L.  L. 
Dodds,  J. 
Duff,  R.  W. 
Ellis,  T.  E. 
E8mondo,SirT.  H.  0. 
Fonwick,  C. 
Ferguson  R.  0.  Hoiifo- 
Finucane,  J. 
Flower,  0. 
Flynn,  J.  C. 
Foley,  P.  J. 
Forster,  Sir  0. 
Fowler,  rt.  hon.  H.  H. 
Fox,  Dr.  J.  P. 
Fuller,  G.  P. 
Gardner,  H. 
Gilhooly,  J. 
GiU,  H.  J. 
Gill,  T.  P. 
Gladstone,  right  hon. 

W,  B. 
Gladstone,  H.  J*. 
Gourley,  £.  T. 
Gray,  E.  D. 
Gullv,  W.  0. 
Haldane,  R.  B. 
Hanbury-l^racy,  hoo. 

F.  S.  A. 
HaKooiixt>rt.hn.  SirW. 

G.  V.  V. 
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Harring^toiiy  B. 
Harrington,  T.  G. 
Harris,  M. 
Haydon,  L.  P. 
Hayne,  C.  Seale- 
Healy,  T.  M. 
Hingley,  B. 
Hooper,  J. 
Howell,  G. 
Hanter,  W.  A, 
James,  C.  H. 
Joicey,  J. 
Jordan,  J. 
Kennedy,  E.  J. 
Kenny,  J.  £. 
Kenny,  M.  J. 
Kenrick,  W. 
Labouchere,  H. 
liacaita,  G.  G. 
Lalor,  R. 
Lane,  W.  J. 
Lawson,  Sir  W. 
Lawson,  H.  L.  W. 
Leahy,  J. 
Lefevre,  right  hon.  G. 

J.  S. 
Lockwood,  F. 
Macdonald,  W.  A. 
Mac  Neill,  J.  G.  S. 
M*Arthur,  A. 
M'Arthur,  W.  A. 
M'Gartan,  M. 
M*Garthy,  J . 
M*Garthy,  J.  H. 
M*Donald,  P. 
McDonald,  Dr.  R. 
M*Ewan,  W. 
M*Kenna,  Sir  J.  N. 
M^Lagan,  P. 
M'Laren,  W.  S.  B. 
Mahony,  P. 
Maitland,  W.  F. 
Mappin,  Sir  F.  T. 
Mason,  S. 
Mayne,  T. 
MoUoy,  B.  G. 
Murphy,  W.  M. 
NevUle,  R. 
Newnes,  G. 
Nolan,  Golonel  J.  P. 
Nolan,  J. 
O'Brien,  J.  F.  X. 
O'Brien,  P. 
O'Brien,  P.  J. 
O'Brien,  W. 
O'Gonnor,  A. 
O'Gonnor,  J.  (Kerry) 
O'Gonnor,  J.   (Tippe- 

rary) 
O'Gonnor,  T.  P. 
O'Doherty.  J.  E. 
O'GormanMahon,  The 
O'Hanlon,  T. 
O'Hea,  P. 
O'Kelly,  J. 
Parker,  G.  S. 


Parnell,  G.  S. 
Pease,  A.  E. 
Pickard,  B. 
Pickersgill,  E.  H. 
Pinkerton,  J. 
Portman,  hon.  E.  B. 
Power,  P.  J. 
Power,  R. 
Priestley,  B. 
Provand,  A.  D. 
Pugh,  D. 
Pyne,  J.  D. 
Quinn,  T. 
Rathbone,  W. 
Redmond,  J.  E. 
Redmond,  W.  H.  K. 
Reod,  Sir  E.  J. 
Reynolds,  W.  J. 
Roberts,  J.  B. 
Robertson,  E. 
Robinson,  T. 
Roe,  T. 
Rowlands,  J. 
Rowlands,  W.  B. 
Rowntree,  J. 
Schwann,  G.  E. 
Sexton,  T. 
Sheehan,  J.  D. 
Sheehy,  D. 
Sheil,  E. 
Shirley,  W.  S. 
Smith,  S. 
Stack,  J. 

Stanhope,  hon.  P.  J. 
Stansfeld,    right  hon. 

J. 
Stepney  -  Gowell,   Sir 

A.  K. 
Stewart,  H. 
Storey,  S. 
Stuart,  J. 
Sullivan,  D. 
Sullivan.  T.  D. 
Summers,  W. 
Sutherland,  A. 
Swinburne,  Sir  J. 
Tanner,  G.  K. 
Trevelyan,  right  hon. 

Sir  G.  O. 
Tuite,  J. 

Vivian,  Sir  H.  H. 
Wallace,  R. 
Watt,  H. 
Will,  J.  S. 
Williams,  A.  J. 
Williams,  J.  Powell- 
Williamsoo,  J. 
Wilson,  H.  J. 
Winterbotham,  A.  B. 
Woodall,  W. 
Woodhead,  J. 

TBLLBBS. 

Marjoribanks,  rt.  hon. 

E. 
Morley,  A. 


NOES. 


Addison,  J.  E.  W. 
Agg-Gudner,  J.  T 
Amslie,  W.  G. 
Aixd,  J. 
Allflopp,  hon.  P. 


Ambrose,  W. 
Amherst,  W.  A.  T. 
Anftruther,  H.  T. 
Ashmead-Barileit,  E. 
Baden-Powell,  G.  S. 


Bailey,  Sir  J.  R. 
Baird,  J.  G.  A. 
Balfour,  rt.  hon.  A.  J. 
Balfour,  G.W.   . 
Banes,  Iklajor  G.  E. 
Baring,  T.  G. 
Baring,  Viscount 
Barnes,  A. 

Barry,  A.  H.  Smith - 
Bartley,  G.  G.  T. 
Bass,  H. 
Bates,  Sir  E. 
Baumann,  A.  A. 
Beach,  W.  W.  B. 
Beadel,  W.  J. 
Beaumont,  H.  F. 
Beckett,  W. 
Bentinck,  Lord  H.  G. 
Bentinck,  rt.  hn.  G.  G. 
Bentinck.  W.  G.  G. 
Beresford,  Lord  0.  W. 

De  la  Poer 
Bethell,     Gommander 

G.  R. 
Bickford-Smith,  W. 
Biddulpb,  M. 
Bigwood,  J. 
Birkbeck,  Sir  E. 
Blundell,   Golonel   H. 

B.  H. 
Bolitho,  T.  B. 
Bond,  G.  H. 
Bonsor,  H.  G.  O. 
Boord,  T.  W. 
Borthwick,  Sir  A. 
Bright,  right  hon.  J. 
Bristowe,  T.  L. 
Brodrick,  hon.  W.  St. 

J.F. 
Brookfield,  A.  M. 
Bruce,  Lord  H. 
Burghley,  Lord 
Gampbell,  Sir  A. 
Gampbell,  J.  A. 
Gampbell,  R.  F.  F. 
Garmarthen,  Marq.  of 
Gavendish,  Lord  E. 
Ghaplin,  right  hon.  H. 
Gharrington,  S. 
Ghurchill,  rt.  hn.  Lord 

R.  H.  S. 
Glarke,  Sir  E.  G. 
Goghill,  D.  H. 
Golomb,  Gapt.  J.  G.  R. 
Gommerell,  Ad  ml.  Sir 

J.  E. 
Gompton,  F. 
Gooke,  G.  W.  R. 
Gorbett,  J. 
Gorry,  Sir  J.  P. 
Cotton,  Gapt.  E.  T.  D. 
Grossley,  Sir  S.  B. 
Grossman,  Gen.  Sir  W. 
Gubitt,  rip^ht  hon.  G. 
Gurrie,  Sir  D. 
Gurzon,  Viscount 
Dalrymple,  Sir  G. 
Davenport,  H.  T. 
Davenport,  W.  B. 
De  Oobain,  B.  8.  W. 
De  Lisle,  E.  J.  L.  M.  P. 
De  Worms,  Baron  H. 
Dickson,  Major  A,  G. 


Dimsdale,  Baron  R. 
Dixon-Hartland,  F.  D, 
Dorington,  Sir  J.  E. 
Duncan,  Golonel  F. 
Dyke,  right  hon.   Sir 

W.  H. 
Ebring^n,  Viscount 
Egerton,  hon.  A.  de,T. 
Elcho,  Lord 
Elliot,  hon.  A.  R.  D. 
Elliot,  hon.  H.  F.  H. 
Elton,  G.  I. 
Evelyn,  W.  J. 
Ewart,  W. 
Ewing,  Sir  A.  0. 
Ejrre,  Golonel  H. 
Fergusson,  right  hon. 

SS-J. 
Field,  Admiral  E. 
Finch,  G.  H. 
Finlay,  R.  B. 
Fisher,  W.  H. 
Fitzgerald,  R.  U.  P. 
Fitzwilliam,  hon.  W* 

J.  W. 
Fitz  -  Wygram,    Gen. 

Sir  F.  W. 
Fletcher,  Sir  H. 
Folkestone,  right  hon. 

Viscount 
Forwood,  A.  B. 
Fowler,  Sir  R.  N. 
Eraser,  General  0.  0. 
Fry,  L. 
Fulton,  J.  F. 
Gedge,  S. 
Gent-Davis,  R. 
GKbson,  J.  G. 
Giles,  A. 
GiUiat,  J.  S. 
Godson,  A.  F. 
Goldsworthy,    Major- 

General  W.  T. 
Gorst,  Sir  J.  E. 
Gk)schen,  rt.  hn.  G.  J. 
Gray,  G.  W. 
Greenall,  Sir  G. 
Grimston,  Viscount 
Grove,  Sir  T.  F. 
Hall,  G. 
Hamilton,   right  hon* 

Lord  G.  F. 
Hamilton,  Lord  0.  J. 
Hamilton,  Gol.  G.  E. 
Hamley,Gen.  Sir  E.  B^ 
Hanbury,  R.  W. 
Hankey,  F.  A. 
Hartington,  Marq.  of 
Hastings,  G.  W. 
Havelock-  Allan,  Sir 

H.  M. 
Heathcote,  Gapt.  J.  H. 

Edwards- 
Herbert,  hon.  8. 
Hermon-Hodge,  R.  T. 
Hervey,  Lord  F. 
Hill,  right  hon.  Lord 

A.  W. 
Hill,  Golonel  E.  8. 
Hoare,  8. 
Hobhouse,  H. 
Holland,  rt.  hon.  Sir 

H.T. 
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Holloway,  G. 
Hornby,  W.  H. 
Houldsworth,  Sir  W. 

H. 
Howard,  J. 
Howard,  J.  M. 
Hughes,  Colonel  E. 
Hunt,  F.  S. 
Hunter,  Sir  W.  G. 
Isaacs,  L.  H. 
Isaacson,  F.  W. 
Jackson,  W.  L, 
Jarvis,  A.  W. 
Jefifreys,  A  h\ 
Jennings,  L.  J. 
Johnston,  W. 
Kelly,  J.  R. 
Kennaway,  Sir  J.  H. 
Kenyon,  hon,  G.  T. 
Kenyon  -  Slaney,  Col. 

W. 
Kerans,  F.  H. 
Kimbor,  H. 
King  -  Harman,    right 

hon.  Colonel  E.  R. 
Knowles,  L, 
tynoch,  G. 
Lafone,  A. 
Lambert,  C. 
Laurie,  Colonel  R.  P. 
Lawrance,  J.  0. 
Lawrence,  W.  F. 
Lea,  T. 

Lechmere,  Sir  E.  A.  H. 
Lees,  E. 
Legh,  T.  W. 
Leighton,  8. 
Lewisham,  right  hon. 

Viscount 
Llewelljm,  E.  H. 
Long,  W.  H. 
Lowther,  hon.  W. 
Lowther,  J.  W. 
Lubbock,  Sir  J. 
Macartney,  W.  G.  E. 
Macdonald,  right  hon. 

J.  H.  A.    

Maclean,  F.  W. 
Maclean,  J.  M. 
Maclure,  J.  W. 
Madden,  D.  H. 
Makins,  Colonel  W.  T. 
Malcolm,  Col.  J.  W. 
Mallock,  R. 
Idanners,    right    hon. 

Lord  J.  J.  R. 
Marriott,     right  hon. 

W.T. 
Maskelyne,  M.  H.  N. 

Story- 
Matthews,  rt.  hon.  H. 
MaxweU,  Sir  H.  E. 
Mayne,  Adml.  R.  C. 
Mildmay,  F.  B. 
Jdills,  hon.  0.  W. 
Milvain,  T. 
More,  R.  J. 
Morrison,  W. 
Mount,  W.  G. 
Mowbray,  rt.  hon.  Sir 

J.  R. 
Mowbray,  R.  G.  C. 


Mulholland,  H.  L. 
Muncaster,  Lord 
Muntz,  P.  A. 
Murdoch,  C.  T. 
Newark,  Viscount 
Northcote,  hon.  H.  S. 
Paget,  Sir  R.  H. 
Parker,  hon.  F. 
Pearce,  Sir  W. 
Pelly.  Sir  L. 
Plunket,     right    hon. 

D.  R. 
Plunkett,  hon.  J.  W. 
Powell,  F.  S. 
Puleston,  Sir  J.  H. 
Raikes,  rt.  hon.  H.  C. 
Rankin,  J. 
Rasch,  Major  F.  C. 
Reed,  H.  B. 
Richardson,  T. 
Ritchie,  rt.  hon.  C.  T. 
Robertson,  J.  P.  B. 
Robinson,  B. 
Ross,  A.  H. 
Rothschild,  Baron  F. 

J.  de 
Round,  J. 
Royden,  T.  B. 
RusseU,  T.  W. 
Sandys,  Lieut.-Col.  T. 

M. 
Saunderson,  Col.  E.  J. 
Sellar,  A.  C. 
Selwin-Ibbetson,  right 

hon.  Sir  H.  J. 
Selwyn,  Captain  C.  W. 
Sidebotham,  J.  "W. 
Smith,  right  hon.  W. 

H. 
Smith,  A. 
Spencer,  J.  E. 
Stanhope,  rt.  hon.  E. 
Stanley,  E.  J. 
Stephens,  H.  C. 
Stewart,  M.  J. 
Sutherland,  T. 
Swetenham,  E. 
Talbot,  J.  G. 
Tapling,  T.  K. 
Taylor,  F. 
Temple,  Sir  R. 
Theobald,  J. 
ToUemache,  H.  J. 
Tomlinson,  W.  E.  M. 
Tyler,  Sir  H.  W. 
Vernon,  hon.  G.  R. 
Vincent,  C.  E.  H. 
Walsh,  hon.  A.  H.  J. 
Waring,  Colonel  T. 
Watkin,  Sir  E.  W. 
Watson,  J. 
Webster,  Sir  R.  E. 
Webster,  R.  G. 
West,  Colonel  W.  C. 
Weymouth,  Viscount 
Whitley,  E. 
Whitmore,  C.  A. 
Wiggin,  H. 
Wilson,  Sir  S. 
Wodehouse,  E.  R. 
Wolmer,  Viscount 
Wortley,  C.  B.  Stuart- 


Wroughton,  P. 
Verburgh,  R.  A. 
Young,  C.  E.  B. 


TBLLBB8, 

Douglas,  A.  Akers- 
Walrond.  Col.  W.  H. 


WAYS  AND  MEANS. 

Order  for  Committee  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
''That  this  House  wUl,  upon  Monday 
next,  resolve  itself  into  the  said  Com- 
mittee.*' 

Mr.  henry  H.  fowler  ( Wolver- 
hampton,  E.)  :  I  rise.  Sir,  to  move  that 
this  House  do  now  adjourn,  and  I  do  it 
at  this  late  hour  partly  because  I  think 
the  Motion  should  be  made  to-night,  and 
partly  with  a  view  to  the  convenience  of 
the  House  to-morrow,  as  I  am  sure  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Leader  of  the 
House  (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith)  would  prefer 
that  I  should  not  move  the  a<youni- 
ment  at  the  Sitting  to-morrow.  I  move 
the  adjournment  of  the  House  in  connec- 
tion with  an  answer  which  I  received, 
or,  rather, which  I  did  not  receive,  firom 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  De- 
partment at  an  early  period  of  this  even- 
ing. I  should  be  very  sorry  to  waste 
the  time  of  the  House  upon  any  personal 
question,  although  I  take  it  that  it  is  the 
right  of  every  Member  of  this  House  to  in- 
terrogate any  Minister  of  the  Grown  with 
reference  to  the  discharge  of  his  public 
duty,  as  it  is  the  duty  of  a  Minister  of 
the  Crown  to  give  an  answer.  I  asked 
the  Home  Secretary  thiseyening  whether 
he  was  prepared  to  sanction  the  continued 
imprisonment  of  three  individuals  in 
Leicester  Gaol  upon  a  charge  in  respect 
of  which  two  individuals  had  appealed, 
these  two  being  released  from  prison, 
and  the  other  three,  under  an  order  of 
the  Court,  remaining  in  prison  and  serv- 
ing out  their  time  of  imprisonment,  pend- 
ing an  appeal  which  cannot,  of  course, 
be  disposed  of  until  the  month  of  No- 
vember ?  In  putting  this  Question  I 
characterized  the  decision  of  the  magis- 
trates as  a  ridiculous  one,  and  I  repeat 
that  description  of  it  now.  A  large 
number  of  individuals  have  been  brought 
before  the  magistrates  at  Stamford  for 
holding  a  religious  service  in  the  Market 
Place  at  Stamford,  which  contains  aocom- 
modation  for  2,000  people,  and  they 
have  been  sent  to  prison  upon  the  tech- 
nical charge  that  they  have  obstructed 
the  highway,  the  real  offence  they  have 
committed  being  the  holding  of  religious 
services  in  the  Market  Plaoe  of  Stamfcurd. 
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Tho  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Home 
Secretary  was  pleased  to  read  me  a  re- 
proof for  having  criticized  the  decision 
of  the  magistrates  as  ridiculous.  I  re- 
peat the  offence.  But,  whether  my  de- 
scription of  the  decision  be  accurate  or 
not,  the  Home  Secretary  was  bound  to 
have  told  me  whether  he  did  or  did  not 
intend  that  these  three  individuals  should 
remain  in  prison.  I  then  asked  another 
Question — namely,  whether  I  was  to 
understand  that  it  was  the  policy  of  the 
Home  Secretary  and  of  the  Q-overnment 
to  show  sympathy  with  and  approval  of 
this  attempt  to  persecuteNonconformists  ? 
And  to  that  Question  the  Home  Secretary 
thought  it  right  not  to  give  any  reply. 

tAn  non.  Member  :  Quite  right.]  An 
lon.  Member  says  ''  Quite  right."  I 
beg  to  differ  from  that  hon.  Member. 
The  Home  Secretary  is,  although  he 
does  not  sometimes  quite  agree  with 
that  view,  responsible  to  this  House  for 
any  advice  he  gives  to  the  Crown  with 
re&rence  to  the  administration  of  the 
Oriminal  Law  of  this  country. 

Sib  GEOEGE  CAMPBELL  (Kirk- 
caldy, &o.) :  I  rise  to  Order,  Mr. 
Speaker.  There  is  important  Scotch 
Business  down  for  to-night,  and  I  wish 
to  know  whether  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man is  in  Order  in  bringing  forward 
this  question  on  the  Motion  for  the 
adjournment  of  the  House  ? 

Mb.  SPEAKEE:  No  doubt  the 
oonrse  taken  by  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man is  an  unusual  one,  and  it  may 
become  a  very  inconvenient  one;  but 
this  is  the  substantive  Motion  he  has 
interposed  between  the  Orders  of  the 
Day.  I  cannot  stop  any  hon.  Gentleman 
who  likes  to  take  such  a  course. 

Sib  GEORGE  CAMPBELL :  Is  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  entitled  to  go  into 
questions  which  do  not  strictly  appertain 
to  the  adjournment  of  the  House  ? 

Mb.  SPEAKER :  On  a  Motion  for 
Adjournment  a  large  range  of  subjects 
may  be  gone  into. 

Mb,  henry  H.  fowler  :  This  is 
a  most  important  matter.  I  understand 
that  14  more  persons  are  to  be  brought 
up  to-morrow  for  precisely  the  same 
offence,  and  will  be  sent  to  prison.  I 
think  this  subject  is  quite  as  important 
as  Scotch  Business.  I  do  not,  however, 
intend  to  detain  the  House  many 
minutes.  All  I  ask  the  Home  Secretary 
to  do  in  this  case  is  what  his  Prede- 
eeseors  have  invariably  done.    Previous 


Home  Secretaries  have  invariably  cor- 
rected mistakes  which  local  magistrates 
have  made  in  the  administration  of  the 
law.  It  is  as  common  a  practice  on  the 
part  of  the  Home  Office  almost  as  the 
signing  of  the  name  of  the  Home  Secre- 
tary to  revise  the  decision  of  magistrates 
and  to  reduce  sentences  given  by  them. 
There  have  been  already  20  persons  sent  to 
prison  at  Stamford  for  the  offence  of 
preaching  in  the  Stamford  Market — sent 
to  associate  with  felons  and  vagabonds 
for  2 1  days.  I  venture  to  say  that  that  is  a 
state  of  things  which  this  country  will  not 
endure.  I  have  no  wish  to  express  in 
any  way  an  opinion  upon  the  legal  ques- 
tion which  is  now  going  before  the 
Courts — namely,  the  question  whether 
the  Market  Square  is  or  is  not  a  high- 
way. Upon  the  decision  of  that  question 
will  depend  a  great  deal  the  right  of 
public  meeting  in  open  spaces  in  this 
country.  I  have  no  wish  to  prejudge 
that  question.  Let  it  be  decided  by  the 
Court  of  Queen's  Bench  in  November ; 
but  I  do  ask  that,  until  the  question  is 
settled,  these  well-meaning  and  con- 
scientious people,  who  are  endeavouring 
to  do  something  to  improve  the  moral 
and  religious  condition  of  the  masses  of 
their  fellow-countrymen,  should  not  be 
sent  to  prison  as  common  vagabonds 
and  thieves. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
*'  That  this  House  do  now  adjourn." — 
{Mr.  Henry  M.  Fowl&r,) 

The  secretary  of  STATE  fob 
THE  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Mr. 
Matthews)  (Birmingham,  E.) :  I  am 
myself  a  Nonconformist,  and  I  suppose 
I  am  about  the  last  man  in  this  House 
who  wants  to  see  the  religious  services 
of  Nonconformists  interfered  with.  I 
am  sorry  if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
supposed  for  a  moment  that  I  was  want- 
ing in  courtesy  to  him.  Nothing  was 
farther  from  my  thought  or  wish.  The 
right  hon.  Q-entleman  knows  perfectly 
well  how  this  case  stands.  The  Justices 
of  Stamford  are  persons  appointed  by 
law  to  administer  the  law  in  their  own 
town.  They  know  the  circumstances  of 
their  town ;  they  know  the  situation  of 
the  streets  of  their  town ;  they  know  the 
wishes  of  the  inhabitants  of  their  town ; 
and  it  would  be  presumptuous  in  me, 
especially  when  the  case  is  now  before 
the  Court  of  Appeal,  to  express  a  con- 
fident opinion,  which  I  do  not  in  the  least 
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Mr.  EITCHIE  :  The  Allotments  Bill. 
Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  The  Allotments 
Bill  only  ? 

Mr.  RITCBIE  :  Yes. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

House  adjourned  at  half 
after  Two  o'clock. 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS, 
Saturday^  21th  August^  1887. 


The  House  met  at  Twelve  of   the 
clock. 

MINUTES.]  —  Public  Bills  —  Committee  — 
Tramways  and  Public  Companies  (Ireland) 
Acts  Amendment  [252J,  debate  adjourned. 

Committee  —  Report  —  Labourers'  Allotments 
[329-387]. 

MOTION. 


SITTING  OF  THE  HOUSE  (SATURDAY). 

The  first  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith)  (Strand, 
Westminster)  moved — 

<*  That  the  Sitting  of  the  House  this  day  be 
held  subject  to  the  Standing  Orders  that  regfu- 
late  the  Sitting  of  the  House  on  Wednesdays.** 

Me.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  (Tyrone,  S.) 
said,  he  had  given  Notice  that  he  would 
oppose  this  Motion.  He  really  put  it  to 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  whether 
they  were  to  learn  nothing  by  experi- 
ence in  that  House  ?  They  were  brought 
down  there  last  Saturday  and  absolutely 
no  Business  was  done,  the  proposition 
before  theHousebeingtalked  outdeliber- 
ately  till  a  quarter  to  6  o'clock;  and  they 
might  all  just  as  well  have  been  at  home 
or  in  the  country.  He  objected  to  the  House 
being  made  a  plaything  in  that  way, 
and  he  had  known  no  previous  Session 
when  this  regulation  was  in  force  on 
Saturdays.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  at  the 
close  of  the  Session  a  great  deal  of  Busi- 
ness had  to  be  done  on  Saturdays ;  and 
he  said  that  this  Motion  was  putting  a 
premium  on  Obstruction,  and  he  would 
oppose  it. 

The  FIRST  LORD  of  the*  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith)  (Strand, 
Westminster) :  I,  Sir,  endeavour,  as  far 
as  I  possibly  can,  to  consider  the  con- 
venience of  the  great  majority  of  the 
House ;  and  I  desire  to  act  on  the  pre- 
sumption that,  although  there  may  be 


some  Members  who  may  be  disposed  to 
obstruct  the  Business  of  the  House,  I 
should  not  be  justified  in  supposing  that 
they  would  receive  sufficient  support  to 
entitle  or  require  me  to  make  provision 
against  deliberate  Obstruction,  carried 
on  with  a  view  of  preventing  the  proper 
conduct  of  the  Business  of  the  House. 
I  will  not  say  more  in  regard  to  the  pro- 
ceedings of  last  Saturday  than  that  i^ter 
there  had  been  a  considerable  amount 
of  debate  an  Hon.  Gentleman  did  pre- 
vent the  putting  of  the  Question  when 
the  majority  of  the  House  were,  as  I 
believe,  ready  to  come  to  a  decision 
upon  it.  But  we  must  not  surrender 
altogether  the  reliance  which  we  desire 
to  place  on  the  good  sense,  the  modera- 
tion, and  the  wish,  I  believe,  of  the 
great  majority  of  the  Members  of  this 
House,  both  to  forward  the  Public  Busi- 
ness, and  to  consider  the  convenience 
and  advantage  of  the  Members  of  the 
House  generally.  I  hope,  therefore, 
that  the  hon.  Member  for  South  Tyrone 
will  not  think  it  right  to  press  his  oppo- 
sition to  this  Motion ;  because,  as  I  am 
informed,  it  would  be  greatly  for  the 
convenience  of  hon.  Members  generally 
to  get  away  at  6  o'clock.  If  we  should 
fail  altogether  to  obtain  that  concuirence 
in  forwarding  the  Public  Business  which 
I  am  sure  will  conduce  to  the  credit  of 
every  hon.  Member,  on  whatever  side 
he  may  sit,  then  I  shall  abandon  all 
hope  of  being  able  to  conduct  the  Busi- 
ness of  the  House  with  reference  to  the 
convenience  of  the  greater  number  of 
its  Members,  and  we  shall  be  obliged  to 
rely  on  what  may  be  called  the  brute 
force  of  a  majority.  But  I  would 
earnestly  appeal  to  hon.  G-entlemen 
here  to-day,  having  due  regard  to  the 
very  important  position  which  Members 
of  this  great  Assembly  hold  in  the 
country,  or  should  hold,  irrespectiye  of 
Ihe  particular  Party  to  which  they  may 
belong,  to  facilitate  the  transaction  of 
Public  Business  rather  than  to  hinder 
or  in  any  way  delay  it.  At  this  period 
of  the  Session,  the  very  exhausting 
labours  which  have  fallen  on  those  who 
have  attended  regularly,  and,  still  more, 
the  heavy  demand  made  on  the  officers 
of  this  House  and  on  the  Chairman  of 
Committees,  justify,  I  think,  the  appeal 
which  I  make  that  there  should  be  some 
consideration  for  the  strength  that  is 
allotted  to  man — some  consideration 
given  to  those  who  have  great  and  im- 
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portant  and  responsible  duties  to  dis- 
charge. I  therefore  hope  that  we  shall 
get  through  the  Business  of  the  day 
with  that  amount  of  rapidity,  consist- 
ently with  the  proper  consideration  of 
the  matters  before  us,  which  will  enable 
us  to  adjourn  not  later  than  6  o'clock. 

The  OHAIEMAN  of  COMMITTEES 
(Mr.  Couetney)  (Cornwall,  Bodmin) 
wished  to  be  allowed  to  correct  the 
view  put  before  the  House  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  South  Tyrone,  or,  at  any 
rate,  to  state  a  different  aspect  of  the 
question.  No  doubt,  the  experience  of 
last  Saturday  was  not  entirely  satis- 
factory :  but  it  stood  alone.  The  hon. 
Member  said  that  the  day  was  wasted, 
and  referred  to  an  undoubted  fact  that 
at  a  quarter  to  6  o'clock  a  somewhat 
irresponsible  Member  got  up  and  talked, 
obviously  with  the  view  of  preventing 
any  action  being  taken  on  the  Vote.  But 
the  time  was  not  wasted,  because  an 
extremely  important  subject — the  ques- 
tion of  Egypt — had  been  discussed  and 
practically  exhausted;  and  even  if  the 
hon.  Member  had  not  done  as  he  did,  it 
did  not  follow  that  the  Vote  would  have 
been  taken  on  that  day.  There  was 
still  the  important  question  of  our  rela- 
tions with  France  with  regard  to  the 
New  Hebrides,  which,  undoubtedly, 
would  have  had  to  be  discussed,  and  he 
was  not  quite  sure  that  they  would  have 
got  the  Vote  under  any  circumstances. 
fie  hoped  that  the  Members  of  the  House 
would  work  together  to  get  through  the 
Business  before  them,  and  would  pro- 
ceed to  do  so  at  once. 

SiK  GEORGE  CAMPBELL  (Kirk- 
caldy,  &c.)  suggested  that  it  would  be 
better  to  drop  the  technical  Motion,  and 
act  on  the  understanding,  and  close  the 
Bitting  about  6  o'clock.  The  Committee 
would  then  have  a  protection  against 
talking  out.  As  to  the  allusion  to  brute 
force,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  should 
not  say  too  much,  for  the  Government 
might  find  themselves  like  toothless  lions, 
not  having  a  200  majority.  He  wished  to 
ask  whether  it  had  been  correctly  stated 
last  nieht  that  no  other  Business  besides 
the  Allotments  Bill  would  be  taken 
to-day  ? 

Ma.  W.  H.  SMITH  said,  that  with 
the  view  of  stopping  the  discussion,  he 
would  say  that  the  Government  had  no 
desire  to  take  any  opposed  Business 
whatever  that  day  after  the  Allotments 
Bill  had  been  disposed  of.     He  endea- 


voured on  the  previous  night  to  ascer- 
tain the  general  feeling  as  to  the  ad- 
journmeot,  and  he  found  that  it  was  in 
favour  of  the  6  o'clock  Rule  being  en- 
forced. 

Me.  CHANNING  (Northampton,  E.) 
said,  that  the  county  Members  on  the 
Opposition  side  of  the  House  would  do 
their  utmost  to  bring  the  discussion  on 
the  Allotments  Bill  in  Committee  to  a 
close  before  6  o'clock  that  evening.  All 
they  asked  was  that  their  Amendments 
should  be  met  in  a  conciliatory  spirit. 

Mr.  BIGG AR  (Cavan,  W.)  expressed 
his  dissent  from  the  theory  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  South  Tyrone  as  to  last 
Saturday  having  been  lost  by  the  talk- 
out  on  that  occasion.  The  subject  was 
one  which  had  to  be  discussed,  and  the 
discussion  was  taken. 

Motion  agreed  to, 

Q  UE8TI0N8 . 


HIGHWAY  ACTS  —  THE  SALVATION 
ARMY  —  RELIGIOUS  SERVICES  AT 
STAMFORD. 

Sir  JOHN  KENNAWAY  (Devon, 
Honiton) :  I  wish  to  ask  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Home  Department, 
Whether  it  is  the  fact  that  members  of 
the  Salvation  Army  imprisoned  at  Stam- 
ford were  unable  from  poverty  to  pay 
the  fine  imposed  upon  them  by  local 
magistrates  for  obstructing  the  public 
thoroughfare,  and  that  in  default  of  pay- 
ment of  the  fine  they  have  not  already 
been  imprisoned  for  14  days;  whether, 
under  those  circumstances,  he  does  not 
think  the  authority  of  the  law  has  been 
sufficiently  vindicated  ;  and,  whether  he 
can  see  his  way  to  recommend  that  the 
remainder  of  the  term  of  imprisonment 
of  these  people  be  remitted  ? 

The  SECKETARY  of  STATE  (Mr. 
Matthews)  (Birmingham,  E.) :  I  believe 
the  facts  are  as  stated  in  the  Question  of 
my  hon.  Friend.  Moreover,  the  prisoners 
in  question  have  been  unable,  like  the 
two  others  who  were  sentenced  under 
similar  circumstances,  to  secure  the 
benefit  of  an  appeal  on  the  question  of 
law  involved.  In  consideration  of  these 
facts,  and,  without  at  all  impugning  the 
decision  of  the  magistrates,  I  have  given 
directions  that  they  shall  be  released 
from  further  imprisonment. 

Mr.  JAMES  STUART  (Shoreditch, 
Hoxton)  said,  he  had  himself  intended 
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to  question  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  on 
this  subject ;  but  after  the  reply  of  the 
Home  Secretary  it  was  not  necessary  for 
him  to  do  so. 

LAND  LAW  (IRELAND)  ACT. 

Mr.M*CAETAN  (Down,  S.)  inquired, 
upon  what  day  the  Land  Law  (Ireland) 
Act  would  be  printed  and  circulated 
amongst  the  Members  ?  Several  Irish 
Bepresentatives  were  every  day  re- 
ceiving numbers  of  letters  through  the 
post  with  regard  to  the  issue  of  the  Bill, 
and  there  was  some  anxiety  on  their 
part  to  give  a  definite  reply  in  the 
matter. 

The  first  LOED  of  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith)  (Strand, 
Westminster)  said,  the  Act  in  question 
had  been  printed,  and  could  now  be 
obtained  in  the  proper  quarter. 

LABOURERS'  ALLOTMENTS  BILL- 
DEFINITION  OF  THE  TERM  * 'ALLOT- 
MENT." 

Sib  GEORGE  CAMPBELL  (Kirk- 
caldy, &c.)  asked,  Whether  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Local  Government  Board 
had  prepared  any  definition  of  the  mean- 
ing of  an  allotment  ? 

The  president  (Mr.  Ritchie) 
(Tower  Hamlets,  St.  George's)  said,  he 
thought  this  was  a  question  that,  if  it 
was  to  be  raised,  should  be  raised  in 
Committee  on  the  Allotments  Bill.  He 
had  considered  the  matter,  and  had  come 
to  the  conclusion  that,  undoubtedly,  an 
allotment  did  include  a  garden  allot- 
ment. But  if  he  were  to  insert  any 
words  to  define  what  was  an  allotment, 
he  should  probably  not  extend,  but  re- 
strict, the  meaning  of  the  word. 

ORDERS    OF  THE  BAT. 


LABOURERS'  ALLOTMENTS  BILL 

[Bill  329.] 

{Mr,    Ritchie f    Mr.    Secretary    Stanhope^    Mr* 

W,  H.  Long.) 
committee.     \_Progre88  25th  August,^ 

[third  nigut.] 
Bill  considered  in  Committee. 
(In  the  Committee.) 

Clause  4  (Improvement  and  adaptation 
of  land  for  allotments). 

Tjie  CHAIRMAN:  There  is  the 
following  Amendment  on  the  Paper  in 
the  name  of  the  hon.  Member  for  the 

Mr.  James  Stuart 


Ashburton  Division  of  Devonshire  (Mr. 
Seale-Hayne) : —Clause  4,  pago  3,  line  18, 
after  *' think  fit,"  add— 

'*  And  may  let  or  sell  any  allotment  or  allot- 
ments to  the  board  or  managers  of  any  public 
elementary  school  for  the  purposes  of  iedmical 
education." 

This  Amendment  is  outside  the  scope  of 
the  Bill,  and  therefore  cannot  be  put. 

Clause  agreed  to. 

Clause  5  (Management  of  allotments). 

Mr.  CHANNING  (Northampton,  R): 
I  had  given  Notice  of  an  Amendment, 
in  page  3,  line  19,  to  leave  out  "  pro- 
visions of  this  Act,"  and  to  insert 
'^  approval  of  the  Local  Q-overnment 
Board,"  but  I  will  not  move  the  Amend- 
ment,  as  it  stands.  I  would  propose, 
instead  of  the  words  ^^  provisions  of  this 
Act,"  to  insert  ''  the  approval  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  and  the  pro- 
visions of  this  Act."  The  object  of  this 
Amendment  is  to  effect  a  purpose  which 
is  sought  to  be  carried  out  alsG  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
the  Sleaford  Division  of  Lincolnshire 
(Mr.  Chaplin)  in  an  Amendment  be 
has  lower  down  on  the  Paper.  What  is 
wished  is  that  the  regulations  to  be  laid 
down  by  the  Sanitary  Authority  in  re- 
gard to  the  management  of  allotments 
should  be  subject  to  the  approval  of  the 
Local  Government  Board. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  8,  line 
19,  to  leave  out  the  words  "  provisions  of 
this  Act,"  in  order  to  insert  "approval 
of  the  Local  Government  Board  and  the 
provisions  of  this  Act." — {Mr,  Chmming.) 

Question  proposed,  ''That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Clause." 

The  PRESIDENT   op  tm  LOOAL 

GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  Ettohie) 

(Tower  Hamlets,  St.  George's):  I  am 

prepared  to  accept  the  princiide  of  the 

Amendment,  but  I  do  not  think  that  the 

wishes  of   the  hon.    Member    himself 

would  be  fulfilled  by  the  acoeptaaee  of 

the  whole  of  those  words.    Weahoiild 

have  some  other  words  in  order  to  eany 

out  the  object  in  view.    I  propose  to 

accept  the  proposal  of  the  rigat  lu>n. 

Gentleman  the  Member  for  the  Sleaford 

Division  (Mr.  Chaplin),  which  will  make 

Sub-section  2  of  the  clause  read  thus — 

"  All  regulations  under  this  seoUon  ahsll  not 
be  of  any  force  unless  and  until  they  have  been 
confirmed  by  the  Local  Government  Board*  in 
like  manner  and  subject  to  the  like  provisions  as 
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in  the  case  of  bye-laws  under  <The  Public 
Health  Act,  1875.'  " 

Mb.  CHANNING  :  Then  I  will  with- 
draw  my  Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Viscount  EBRINGTON  (Devon, 
TaviBtock) :  I  do  not  wish  to  detain  the 
Oommittee  for  more  than  a  moment  or 
two,  but  I  had  put  down  my  Amend- 
ment on  the  Paper  with  a  view  of  limit- 
ing to  the  section  ^'  Urban  Sanitary  Au- 
thorities," and  introducing  another 
Amendment  later,  making  other  ar- 
rangements for  rural  parishes.  That 
has  been  rendered  unnecessary  to  a  great 
extent  by  the  Amendment  of  which  the 
President  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  has  himself  given  Notice.  I  am 
ready  to  withdraw  my  Amendment  in 
favour  of  that  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man if  he  will  explain  one  or  two  points 
to  me.  I  do  not  see  anything  in  his  new 
clause  as  to  the  power  of  the  Local 
Managers  in  rural  parishes  to  draw  up 
mles,  and  I  do  not  see  anything  putting 
any  restraint  upon  them.  I  presume  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  proposes  to  put  in 
something  to  that  effect  in  a  further 
Amendment  of  the  clause.  Perhaps  I 
had  better  move  my  Amendment,  in  order 
to  give  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  an 
opportunity  of  explaining  the  matter. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  3,  line 
19,  before  the  word  **  Sanitary,"  insert 
the  word  "  Urban." — ( Viscount  Uhring- 
Urn.) 

Question  proposed,  ''That  the  word 
*  Urban '  be  there  inserted." 

Thb  president  of  the  LOCAL 
GOVEENMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  Ritchie) 
(Tower  Hamlets,  St.  George's) :  What 
the  noble  Viscount  proposes,  so  far  as  I 
can  understand  it,  is  that  the  Urban 
Sanitary  Authority  should  have  power  to 
draw  up  regulations,  and  that  the  rural 
managers  should  have  power,  subject  to 
the  consent  of  the  Sanitary  Authority. 
I  am  sorry  to  say  that  we  are  not  pre- 
pared to  accept  that.  We  must  adhere 
to  the  principle  that  the  Sanitary  Au- 
thority shall  draw  up  the  regulations. 
We  think  it  desirable  that  the  regulations 
should  be  as  far  as  possible  of  a  uniform 
character  and  subject  to  the  consent  and 
approval  of  the  Local  Government  Board, 
and  we  propose,  in  a  subsequent 
seotion  of  the  Bill,  to  introduce  Amend- 
ments in  such  forms  as  to  effect  this 
object. 


Mr.  OHANNING  (Northampton,  E.) : 
This  Amendment  raises  a  question  of 
very  great  importance — namely,  the 
construction  the  Government  are  pre- 
pared to  place  on  the  words  Sanitary 
Authority  in  that  proposed  new  clause. 
I  should  like  to  say  one  or  two  words  on 
the  subject,  without  going  into  it  at 
any  great  length.  If  I  am  in  Order 
in  making  a  suggestion  as  to  the 
course  the  Government  might  con- 
veniently take  on  an  Amendment  which 
is  not  now  before  the  Oommittee,  I 
should  say  that  they  would  greatly 
shorten  the  business,  if  they  would  de- 
fine what  they  propose  to  do  with  regard 
to  urban  sanitary  districts,  and  with 
regard  to  rural  sanitary  districts.  I 
have  an  Amendment  upon  the  Paper 
which  would  extend  the  saihe  privilege 
of  electing  '*  Allotment  Managers  or 
**  Wardens,"  or  whatever  name  is 
chosen,  to  urban  sanitary  districts  other 
than  incorporated  towns  governed  by  a 
Town  Oouncil.  I  think  it  is  a  question 
of  great  importance  how  far  the  Govern- 
ment are  prepared  to  go  in  this  matter. 
The  Amendment  of  the  noble  Lord 
really  raises  the  question,  and  I  should 
like. to  know  what  position  the  Govern- 
ment will  take  with  regard  to  this  and 
to  my  own  Amendment  ?  I  hope  they 
may  be  disposed  to  meet  my  own 
Amendment  in  the  same  spirit  they  are 
meeting  that  of  the  noble  Lord. 

Me.  RITCHIE :  The  position  which 
the  Government  propose  to  take  up  with 
reference  to  urban  districts,  as  distin- 
guished from  rural  districts,  with  re- 
ference to  the  election  of  allotment 
boards  or  allotments  wardens,  is  this. 
We  do  not  propose  that  in  urban  dis- 
tricts— whether  municipal  boroughs  or 
local  government  districts — there  should 
be  any  power  of  election  at  all.  There 
may  be  wardens  or  managers  in  urban 
districts ;  but  we  propose  that  they 
should  be  appointed  by  the  Sanitary 
Authority,  and  the  reason  is  pretty  ob- 
vious. Urban  districts,  whether  local 
government  districts  or  municipal 
boroughs,  are  districts,  as  a  whole,  for 
rating  purposes.  They  are  quite  dis- 
tinct from  rural  districts  in  this  respect, 
because  the  rate  in  the  latter,  if  there 
be  any  rate  for  this  purpose,  will  have 
to  be  borne  by  the  parish  for  which  the 
allotments  are  provided.  Therefore,  we 
think  that  a  good  deal  is  to  be  said  for 
the  parishioners,  whoever  they  may  be, 
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in  a  particular  parish  of  the  rural  dis- 
trict, having  the  power  to  elect  wardens. 
That  does  not  apply  to  urban  districts, 
where  the  Sanitary  Authority  is  of  a 
more  satisfactory  character  than  in  rural 
districts.  In  that  case  we  do  not  pro- 
pose that  there  should  be  an  election  of 
wardens  in  the  parish  as  in  other  por- 
tions of  the  district,  but  that  the  wardens 
shall  be  appointed  as  a  whole. 

Mb.  OHANNING  :  Should  I  be  in 
Order  in  commenting  now  on  what  has 
fallen  from  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  as 
to  the  election  of  those  bodies  in  urban 
sanitary  districts  ?  If  I  should  not  be 
in  Order,  I  will  reserve  my  remarks 
until  we  reach  my  Amendment. 

Mb.  JOSEPH  CHAMBERLAIN  (Bir- 
mingham, W.) :  As  to  the  point  raised 
by  the  hon.  G-entleman  behind  me  (Mr. 
Channing),  I  agree  with  what  has  been 
said  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
President  of  the  Local  Government 
Board.  I  think  it  would  be  better  that 
the  regulations  should,  in  every  case,  be 
drawn  up  on  the  responsibility  of  the 
Local  Authority.  I  venture  to  assume 
that  when  this  Bill  becomes  an  Act,  the 
Local  Government  Board  will  consider 
the  propriety  of  drafting  model  regula- 
tions which  may  be  adopted,  with  any 
local  modifications  which  may  bo  neces- 
sary, by  the  various  Sanitary  Authori- 
ties. It  is  desirable  that  the  regulations 
Ehould  be  as  far  as  possible  uniform. 

Mb.  RITCHIE  :  Yes  ;  I  will  under- 
take to  say  that  this  matter  shall  be 
considered  with  a  view  to  carrying  out 
the  suggestion  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man. 

Mb.  channing  :  With  a  view  to 
shortening  the  proceedings,  I  would 
urge  my  point  now  in  the  light  of  what 
has  fallen  from  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  West  Birmingham 
(Mr.  J.  Chamberlain).  Perhaps  the 
right  hon.  Gentlemen  who  have  spoken 
are  not  quite  as  well  acquainted  with 
the  circumstances  which  have  induced 
me  to  place  my  Amendment  on  the 
Paper  as  I  am  myself.    I  have  no  doubt 

that  as  regards  boroughs 

The  CHAIRMAN  :  I  do  not  say  the 
hon.  Gentleman  is  out  of  Order  in  dis- 
cussing this  matter  now ;  but  I  would 
point  out  that  he  has  an  Amendment  on 
this  subject  on  the  Paper,  and  that  if  he 
discusses  the  subject  when  he  brings  on 
his  Amendment  he  will  not  be  saving 
time  by  going  into  the  matter  now. 

Mr.  Ritchie 


Mb.  CHANNING:  I  am  not  refer- 
ring to  the  Amendment  lower  down  on 
the  Paper.  I  am  simply  referring  to 
the  question  of  the  regulations. 

The  chairman  :  The  point  can  be 
discussed  later. 

Viscount  EBRINGTON  :  I  will  with- 
draw  my  Amendment,  so  that  the 
Amendment  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  can 
be  brought  on. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  witMrawn. 

Mb.  SEALE-HAYNE  (Devon,  Ash- 
burton)  :  I  beg  to  move,  in  page  3, 
lines  19  and  20,  to  leave  out  ''  sanitary 
authority,"  in  order  to  insert  **  local 
managers."  This  Amendment  raises 
pretty  nearly  the  same  question  as  that 
of  the  hon.  Member,  its  object  being  to 
give  the  local  managers  the  power  of 
drawing  up  and  altering  regulations, 
instead  of  loaving  the  matter  in  the 
hands  of  the  Sanitary  Authority.  For 
my  own  part,  I  am  very  much  in  favour 
of  letting  elected  local  managers  have 
the  power  of  framing  their  own  regula- 
tions, subject,  of  course,  to  the  control 
of  the  Local  Government  Board.  If 
this  is  a  convenient  time  to  raise  the 
question,  I  should  like  to  do  so.  The 
local  board  to  be  appointed  under  this 
Act  will  be  a  thoroughly  representative 
body,  and  would  be,  I  think,  the  autho- 
rity which  should  be  entrusted  with  the 
framing  of  regulations,  subject,  as  I 
say,  to  the  authority  of  the  Local  Go- 
vernment Board,  who,  I  trust,  will  frame 
model  regulations  according  to  the 
suggestion  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  West  Birmingham. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  3, 
lines  19  and  20,  to  leave  out  ''  sanitary 
authority,"  in  order  to  insert  the  words 
"local  managers." — {Mr.  SeaU-Hayne.) 

Question  proposed,  '^  That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
the  Clause." 

TuE  PRESIDENT  of  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.RironiB) 
(Tower  Hamlets,  St.  George's) :  This 
really  is  the  question.  We  had  a  con- 
versation  about  it  a  few  moments  ago, 
when  I  said  that  in  our  view  it  would 
be  unfortunate  if  the  framing  of  the 
regulations  were  left  in  the  hands  of  the 
various  local  managers  in  the  districts. 
If  we  did  leave  the  powers  in  the  hands 
of  the  various  Local  AuthoritieSi  we 
should    have    different  regulations  in 
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one  parish  from  those  we  should  have 
in  an  adjoining  parish.  [^Interruption,'} 
The  hoD.  Qentleman  points  out  that  the 
local  bodies  would  be  subject  to  the 
Local  Government  Board ;  but,  even  if 
so,  scope  would  be  left  for  considerable 
difference  in  adjoining  parishes.  Sub- 
ject to  the  approval  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board,  there  might  be  awkward 
differences  of  view  on  many  matters  as 
between  one  parish  and  the  other.  I 
consider  the  authority  who  should  be 
the  governing  authority  in  this  matter 
should  be  the  authority  responsible  to 
the  ratepayers.  It  is  not  at  all  to  be 
wondered  at  that  the  Local  Government 
Board,  looking  at  the  responsibility  of 
the  Sanitary  Authority  in  that  way,  has 
placed  upon  their  shoulders  the  duty  of 
drawing  up  bye-laws  or  regulations 
which  extend  throughout  the  districts. 
I  do  not  think  the  matter  is  one  of 
very  great  importance,  though  I  can 
conceive  that  if  those  regulations  are 
drawn  up  in  small  parishes  where  there 
are  a  great  many  local  influences  to  be 
brought  to  bear  on  the  matter,  not  in 
the  public  interest,  but  in  the  interest 
of  individuals,  it  would  be  a  very  bad 
thing.  I  can  assure  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man who  moves  the  Amendment  that 
the  Government  are  quite  as  desirous 
as  he  can  be  that  all  the  rules  and  regu- 
lations under  this  Bill,  and  all  the  clauses 
of  this  Bill,  shall  be  drawn  up  in  such  a 
way  as  will  give  the  best  guarantee  for 
the  working  of  the  measure.  And  we 
think  we  shall  secure  that  better  by 
placing  the  authority  we  are  now 
speaking  of  in  the  hands  of  the  muni- 
cipal body,  rather  than  the  body  elected 
by  the  parish. 

Mb.  LLEWELLYN  (Somerset,  N.) : 
I  wish  to  point  out  that  the  Com- 
mittee should  bear  in  mind  the  difficulty 
which  is  likely  to  arise  in  regard  to 
correspondence.  In  all  probability  the 
clerk  to  the  Sanitary  Authority  will 
have  more  correspondence  in  connection 
with  those  allotments  with  the  Local 
Government  Board,  and  with  other 
people,  than  he  can  conveniently  dis- 
pose of.  Everyone  who  is  acquainted 
with  municipal  work  knows  what  diffi- 
culty arises  in  regard  to  this  question  of 
correspondence.  This  matter  must  be 
borne  in  mind  in  deciding  the  question 
now  before  the  Committee. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 


Me.  CHANNING  (Northampton,  E. ) : 
I  beg  to  move  to  leave  out,  in  line  22, 
the  words  "  and  management." 

The  president  of  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  Ritchie) 
(Tower  Hamlets,  St.  George's) :  I  accept 
it. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  3,  line 
22,  to  leave  out  the  words  **  and  ma- 
nagement."— {Mr.  Ckanning,) 

Question,  **That  the  words  pro- 
posed to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Clause,"  put,  and  negatived, 

Mr.  CHANNING:  I  now  beg  to 
move  to  leave  out  from  lines  22  and  23 
the  words  **  and  for  preventing  any 
undue  preference  in  the  letting  thereof." 
I  hope  this  Amendment  will  be  accepted. 
It  does  not  seem  to  me  desirable  that 
the  choice  of  the  allotment  tenants 
should  be  left  in  any  way  to  the  Sani- 
tary Authority.  If  we  have  allotment 
wardens,  or  boards,  or  whatever  term 
we  may  adopt  to  define  them,  it  is  ob- 
vious that  the  personal  relations  of  the 
allotment  holders  will  be  with  that 
body,  and  not  with  the  Sanitary  Au- 
thority. One  of  the  most  effective 
charges  made  by  Lord  Salisbury  in  his 
speech  at  Newport  in  1885,  was  that 
just  this  power  of  selection  of  the  tenants 
would  be  a  means  of  corruption  and 
improper  influence,  would  be,  as  he 
said,  made  the  Budget  of  the  caucus.  I 
think  it  would  be  consistent  with  the 
object  we  have  in  view  to  adopt  this 
Amendment,  as  it  would  give  the  allot- 
ment tenants  greater  freedom  and  a 
greater  sense  of  independence  if  they 
had  to  deal  not  with  the  Sanitary  Au- 
thority but  with  their  own  freely  elected 
allotment  managers  who  directly  re- 
presented them. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  3,  lines 
22  and  23,  to  leave  out  the  words  ^'  and 
for  preventing  any  undue  preference  in 
the  letting  thereof." — {Mr.  Channing.) 

Question  proposed,  **  That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Clause." 

The  president  of  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  Ritchie) 
(Tower  Hamlets,  St.  George's) :  I  am 
afraid  we  cannot  accept  this  Amend- 
ment of  the  hon.  Gentleman.  The 
Sanitary  Authorities  are  called  upon  to 
make  regulations  if  they  think  fit,  with 
regard  to  undue  preference,  and  I  think 
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it  is  very  desirable  that  auy  question  I  the    allotment    Managers  a  board  Ai 
arising  in  this  way  should  not  be  fought    ---"- -'--'-^    —  "-  -  ■ 

out  on  a  email  area.  I  take  it  that 
there  are  certain  general  principles 
which  will  be  laid  down  in  the  regula- 
tioaa  to  prevent  undue  preference— tc 
specify  the  pereous  eligible  for  allot- 
ments, and  BO  on— and  those  regula- 
tioas,  I  imagine,  will  be  submitted  to 
the  Local  Qovemmeat  Board.  I  shall 
propose  to  draw  up,  in  response  to  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
West  Birmingham  (Mr.  J.  Chamber- 
lain), model  bye-laws  and  regulations, 
and  one  of  the  regulations  undoubtedly 
will  have  to  be  some  method  of  properly 
working  these  allotments— tbey  will 
have  to  have  reference  to  the  business 
of  the  managers,  and  thoy  would  also 
have  to  prevent  undue  preference  that 
may  very  well  be  expected  to  exist  in 
email  localities. 

Mr.JOSEPH  CHAMBEBLAIN 
(Birmingham,  W.) :  I  am  glad  the  Qo- 
vemment  oppose  this  Amendment,  which 
I  think  would  have  a  moat  mischievous 
effect.  All  will  agree  that,  under  the 
circumstances  which  exist  in  rural  dis- 
tricts especially,  it  is  of  essential  im- 
portance that  allotment  holders  should 
have  confidence  in  those  who  manage 
these  matters,  and  that,  above  all,  the 
regulations  should  be  laid  down  by  some 
authority  to  prevent  undue  preference 
which  otherwise  will  undoubtedly  be 
established  even  where  it  does  not  now 
exist.  If  we  are  agreed  that  regulations 
should  be  made  for  this  purpose,  can 
anything  be  more  absurd  than  that  we 
should  have  two  sets  of  regulations  laid 
down  by  different  authorities — one  by 
the  Sanitary  Authority  as  to  the  letting 
of  allotments,  and  another  to  prevent 
under  preference  by  the  local  wardens. 
This  would  lead  to  great  confusion,  and 
if  the  hon.  Gentleman  will  consider  the 
matter  for  a  moment  be  will  see  that  it 
would  not  be  practicable. 

Me.  CHANNING  :  As  to  the  reason- 
ableness of  my  contention  I  would  point 
out  that  what  really  I  have  in  view  in 
my  Amendment  is  that  the  Sanitary 
Authority  is  responsible  for  everything 
which  may  affect  the  rate's.  What  we 
desire  is  that  the  purchase  of  the  land 
and  all  the  money  matters  should  bo  left 
to  the  Sanitary  Authority  to  arrange, 
but  that  the  managemeut  of  the  allot- 
ment fields,  and  the  personal  arrange- 
ments with  the  tenants  should  be  left  to 
ifr.  Ritehie 


:ectly  elected  on  the  one  man  one  vote 
principle.  As  I  understand  that  the 
Local  Qoveroment  Board  will  draw  up 
model  regulations,  and  that  the  regula- 
tions will  in  all  'cases  be  submitted  to 
the  Local  Government  Board,  I  shall 
not  press  my  Amendment. 

Mr.  EITCHIE  :  The  Local  Qovem- 
ment  Board  already  issue  model  bye- 
laws.  It  is  desirable  that  the  bye-laws 
should  be  KB  much  as  possible  on  one 
model ;  but  we  do  not  withdraw  the 
question  of  laying  down  the  regulations 
from  the  Local  Authorities. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mb,  CHANNINO(Northampton,E.): 
I  beg  leave  to  move  my  other  Amend- 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  3, 
line  25  and  26,  to  leave  out  the  words 
"  persons  eligible  to  be  tenants  of  sach 
allotments  and  the." — ( Mr,  Ckaitning.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Clause." 

Viscount  EBEINOTON  (Devon, 
Tavistock) :  I  wish  at  this  stage  to  ask 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  President 
of  the  Local  Government  Board  a  ques- 
tion as  to  title  of  this  Bill.  The  word 
"labonrers"  has  catund  some  mis- 
conception in  regard  to  it  out  of  doors, 
although  it  has  been  well  understood 
here  that  the  measure  was  not  to  be 
limited  to  agricultural  labourers  exclu- 
sively. In  order  to  make  this  clear,  I 
wish  to  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
whether  he  would  consent  on  Beport  to 
omit  the  word  "  labourers  "  from  the 
title  ? 

The  PEESIDENT  oy  thb  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOAED(Mr.Bm)Hii) 
(Tower  Hamlets,  St.  Geo^a) :  I  mnst 
confesB  I  do  not  know  how  this  word  got 
into  the  Bill,  as  it  is  not  by  any  means 
OUT  intention  that  the  Bill  should  be  re- 
stricted to  agricultural  labourers.  We 
desire  that  the  word  should  apply  to 
residents  in  towns,  and  we  believe  it  will 
be  as  beneficial  to  them  equally  as  to 
labourers  in  the  country  districts.  I  will 
take  care  that  that  will  be  made  plain, 
and  that  this  word  shall  be  removed. 

Mr.  CONYBEAEE  (OomwaU,  Cam- 
borne) ;  The  object  of  the  Amendment 
[  understand  is  to  deprive  the  Sanitary 
Authority  of  the  power  of  defining  the 
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persons  eligible  for  allotments.  Would 
it  not  be  better  that  we  should  know 
who  we  are  legislating  for  ?  It  would  be 
much  better  that  this  House  should, 
before  the  passing  of  the  Bill,  lay  down 
clearly  the  classes  of  persons  who  are  to 
be  eligible.  We  should  have  some  de- 
finition of  the  term  labourer,  or  what- 
ever term  may  be  adopted  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman. 

The  ATTOENEY  GENERAL  (Sir 
BiCHABD  Webster)  (Isle  of  Wight) :  I 
would  advise  the  Committee  not  to  accept 
this  Amendment. 

Mb.  CHANNING  :  On  the  ground 
that  the  regulations  have  to  pass  the 
Local  Government  Board  I  shall  not 
press  it. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn, 

Mb.  COBB  (Warwick,  S.E.,  Eugby) : 
I  beg  to  move,  in  page  3,  line  26,  to 
leave  out  from  **  and  "  to  **  allotments  " 
in  line  27.  The  effect  of  that  would  be 
to  omit  the  words,  **  and  the  notices  to 
be  given  for  the  letting  thereof,  and  the 
size  of  the  allotments."  It  seems  to  me 
that  the  clauses  of  the  Bill  fully  deal 
with  the  size  of  allotments. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  3, 
line  26,  to  leave  out  from  the  word 
"and,"  to  the  word  '^allotments"  in 
line  27.— {Mr.  Cobb.) 

Question  proposed,  '^  That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
dause." 

Thb  PRESIDENT  of  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  Ritchie) 
(Tower  Hamlets,  St.  George's) :  What 
I  understand  the  hon.  Member  to  mean 
is,  that  the  regulations  will  lay  down 
the  size  of  the  allotments.      Is  that  so  ? 

Mb.  COBB  :  What  I  point  out  is,  that 
the  Bill  itself  proposes  to  lay  down  the 
size  of  the  allotments. 

Mb.  RITCHIE  :  It  is  true  that  the 
Bill  states  the  maximum  size  of  an 
allotment ;  but  there  is  considerable 
scope  between  an  acre,  and  the  size  of 
some  allotments.  It  is  not  at  all  de- 
sirable that  there  should  be  a  hard-and- 
fast  line  drawn  in  the  matter,  so  long 
as  the  allotments  are  within  an  acre. 
Within  that  maximum  it  should  be  left 
to  the  circumstances  of  the  district,  and 
the  discretion  of  the  authorities  to  decide 
what  would  be  the  extent  of  the  allot- 
ments. 

Mb.  OOBB  :  What  kind  of  regulations 
would  be  made  as  to  size  ? 


Mr.  RITCHIE :  I  really  do  not  feel 
called  upon  to  define  the  size ;  but  I  will 
tell  the  hon.  Member  what  is  in  ray  mind. 
The  Sanitary  Authority  might  have 
reason  to  believe  that  there  was  a  de- 
mand in  a  particular  place  for  a  certain 
number  of  allotments,  and  they  might 
seem  to  provide  what  seemed  to  them  a 
sufficient  amount  of  land  to  meet  the 
wants  of  the  district.  The  Sanitary 
Authority  might  say — "  We  will  provide 
land  for  a  certain  number  of  allot- 
ments," and  they  might  divide  the  land 
up  into  lots  of  half  an  acre,  or  a  quarter 
of  an  acre.  But  the  Government  pro- 
pose that,  in  addition  to  being  able  to 
do  this,  the  local  managers,  where  they 
have  reason  to  believe  that  it  will  be 
desirable  to  give  more  than  a  half  or  a 
quarter  of  an  acre,  may  have  power  to 
put  two  or  three  allotments  together,  so 
as  to  give  a  person  a  larger  allotment, 
provided  it  does  not  exceed,  on  the  whole, 
one  acre. 

Mr.  CHANNING  :  It  is  desirable 
that  we  should  understand  this  matter 
more  clearly.  The  Government  seem 
to  be  receding  step  by  step  from  their 
original  proposal.  It  seems  to  me  that 
if  you  want  to  give  allotments  to  people 
who  require  them,  the  simplest  way 
would  be  to  go  to  the  field,  which  is  to 
be  cut  up  into  allotments,  and  see  what 
the  character  of  it  is— they  should  go  to 
the  land,  and  deal  with  the  matter  prac- 
tically, and  determine  the  size  of  the 
allotments,  according  to  position,  and  to 
the  nature  of  the  soil  in  different  parts 
of  the  estate.  Your  local  Boards  of 
Guardians  would  not  have  time  to 
carry  out  this  work  of  investigations ; 
and  I  think  that  this  is  one  of  the  points 
which  should  be  left  to  the  allotment 
wardens.  It  is  just  the  work  which 
should  be  left  to  practical  men  to  do. 

Mr.  JESSE  OOLLINGS  (Birming- 
ham, Bordesley) :  I  do  not  think  it  is 
worth  while  to  spend  the  time  of  the 
Committee  upon  this  Amendment,  as 
the  general  provisions  relating  to  allot- 
ments would  cover  this  point  It  is 
evident  that  a  labourer  with  a  large 
family  of  grown-up  lads  should  get  an 
acre  from  whoever  has  the  granting  of 
the  allotments,  whereas  a  man  who  has 
no  children,  or  very  few,  or  very  small 
children,  would  be  satisfied  with  half 
an  acre,  or  a  quarter  of  an  acre.  I  do 
not  think  my  hon.  Friend  need  press 
the  Amendment,  as  it  is  covered  by  the 
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^ovon^y  thrashed  ont  ou  the  socond 
^*''«diit.    Th«  object  of  the  Amendment 
'  ~'-to  enable  allotments  of  three  acres  of 
l^^^atnie  land  to  be  given  to  those  who 
^^^Mxe  them,   iritliout  interfering   with 
^^H«  proTision  to  allow  one  aore  of  arable 
^^^aa,     I  believe  ererjboJr  lias  made  u[) 
-  ^Bis  mind  either  for  or  agninst  this  pro- 
g-lgwl;  but  I  hopo  the  Government,  if 
^b:)MJ  have  not  quite  decided,  will  accept 
Stiqr  proposal,  because,  whilst  thankful 
iBEB  tham  for  the  Amendment  which  they 
BcmKTS  proposed,  giving  cow  runs,  that  is 
XK-A  M7,  common  lands,  the  Bill  will   be 
^laaflBaodTe,  especially  in  certain  districts 
;  yfittha  West  and  the  North,  if  labourers 
nc^U9  not  allowed  to  have  threo  acres  of 
-;Epaator6land,which,  sofaras  the  Amend- 
iinitiit  is  concerned,  is  equivalent,  or  legs 
L^fdwn  equivalent,  to  one  acre  of  arable 
— ..Jand.     If  the  Amendment  is  accepted, 
^than  the  Bill  will  be  of  extra  value, 
...-.nloable  as  it  is  already,  because  it  will 
~^  Apply  not  only  to  the  labourer,  but  to 
■     tbe  villager — that  class  of    population 
._  which  those  who  are  acquainted  with 
*~.  villages  know  are  to  be  found  there, 
''  moh  as  hay  tyers,  hauliers,  road  makers, 
and  BO  on;  people  who  may  have  a  small 
' '  amount  of  capital,  and  plenty  of  leisure. 
'    I  have  in  my  mind,  also,  such  people  as 
^"  tha  village  shopkeeper,   who  has  very 
^  little  to  do  except  on  market  days.  There 
''    mavbeonlyaveiy email numberof people 
-'    to  whom  this  Amendment  will  apply; 
'    there  will,  perhaps,  not  be  many  of  tho?o 
*     whom  it  is  sought  to  assist  by  this  Bill, 
who  will  be  able  to  keep  a  cow,  and  who 
t     will  desire  to  have  thres  acres  of  pasture. 
It  ia  absurd  to  suppose  that  if  we  give 
thia  power,  everyone  is  going  to  rush  in 
for  uireo  acres  of  land.     Nothing  of  the 
kind.     Only  a  few  in  a  locality  will  be 
likely  to  avail  themselves  of  it.     I  con- 
tend that  it  will  be  a  great  incitement 
to  thrift,  and  I  bc-lieve  that  there  will 
be  a  sufficient  number  of  people  to  avail 
themselves  of  these  powers  to  (jet  over 
that  terrible  want— nam*:ly,  the  want  of 
a  proper  supply  of  milk,      I  am  sur** 
that  this  pr'.posal  will  vAva  tli«  difTi- 
cnltj.     Ther^  will  be  one  or  two,  '.r  thre* 
(»  four  person!  in  a  parith  who  will  apply 
'      "'    "       labU  th^m  t^j  ke^p  a 
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poses   to  do  is  to  fix  the   maiintuni 

Mr.  TESSK  OOI.UKOS:  X  think 
the  Amendmout  rould  n.>mo  in  quite  as 
well  hore.  It  is  a  ditwt  instruction  on 
the  matter.  It  would  1h>  hotter  to  insert 
the  Amendment  hore,  while  we  nnt 
dealing  with  the  oiie  of  allotmoutn. 

The  ClIAIMMAN :  Tlu'  hou.  Mwi- 
bor  will  see  that  his  Amendment  ia  roaUy 
cutdng  down  the  power  of  tlio  authority 
who  may,  according  to  the  Bill,  so  far 
as  we  have  gone,  grant  even  five  or  six 
acres.  His  Amenitniont  is  not  of  an 
enlarging  nature,  but  quito  the  reverm», 

Mr.  COBB  :  I  would  also  appeal  to 
tho  hou.  Member  to  put  this  Auiuudniont 
in  a  dillerent  place. 

The  CHAIUMAN  :  Is  it  tho  ploasuro 
of  the  Committee  that  tliiu  Amondmunt 
be  withdrawn? 

J[k,  JKSSK  OOLLINUS:  No,  Sirj 
I  thing  this  is  the  best  placu  to  put 
(he  Amendment  in,  and  1  therefore 
raovo  it. 


the  words  "  not  exceeding  throe  aiirnn  of 
pasture  and  ono  acre  of  arable  Iand."~ 
{lUr.  JeiM  CoUinfft.) 

Question  proposed,  "Thatthoao  wordi 
be  there  inserted." 

Mh,  GHANNINa:  It  really  sooma 
most  undosirablu  to  go  outtidn  tlio 
ordinary  structure  of  the  Bill.  In  tho 
Otb  cjituso  we  have  provisiiins  as  to  tho 
statutory  conditionn  on  wlilch  ullotmoata 
are  to  bo  let,  It  is  obvious  that  it 
would  be  more  convenient  to  take  this 
diecussion  upim  that  dauHo. 

Mil.  OOIIB  :  I  should  like  to  ask  you 
a  question.  Sir,  upon  a  point  of  Order. 
If  this  Amendment  is  put,  it  will  ob- 
viously preclude  mo  from  moving  an 
Amendmont  I  have  down  upon  the 
I'apiir,  and  which  I  think  is  of  groat 
imi^ortanoe.  I  handed  it  in  thi«  morn- 
ing. It  is  to  the  eflKct  that  tho  allot- 
miiiU  shall  bfl  of  Mii';h  si/'i  that  the 
■Sanitary  Authority,  afUir  taking  int*) 
'xnsideration  the  nature  of  tho  fill,  and 
th'j  •:r«pIoym«nt  and  (,-ir<:uin»Unf;«i«i  nt 
the  ajiplicaiit  and  hi^  family,  shall  d** 
Uiriiiini. 

Mr.  ^'HAI'IJN  '{jiMMMhin,  HUa- 

f'«r'l,:  On  tbn  j/.ifit  "f  'frdw,  Hir,  f 
«h4il  likl  t/>  M7  f  li'Aif't  Ml  tiuiit  an 
Arr.iwttnw.t  Utiu'.itiK  lb«  «'m  til  th* 
aiMwAAte  t//  WfaH'Mtr*.     If  this 
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Amendment  is  conceded,  I  presume  I 
shall  have  no  opportunity  of  moving  my 
Amendment. 

The  CHAIEMAN:  Clearly,  if  the 
Committee  decides  upon  three  acres,  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  will  not  be  able 
to  move  his  Amendment  limiting  the 
size  of  the  allotments  to  half  an  acre. 

Thk  president  of  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOAED  (Mr.  Ritchie) 
(Tower  Hamlets,  St.  George's):  The 
Government  regard  this  as  a  very  im- 
portant question  ;  in  fact,  as  the  only 
important  question  of  principle  which 
remains  to  be  settled.  This  may  possi- 
bly be  an  inconvenient  place  to  raise  the 
Amendment;  but  the  view  of  the  Go- 
vernment is  this — that  the  sooner  we 
get  the  discussion  over  the  better.  There 
is  one  additional  advantage  to  my  mind 
in  taking  the  discussion  now,  and  it  is 
that  it  will  dispose  of  a  great  many 
other  Amendments.  That  is  an  ad- 
vantage of  which  I  am  very  sensible.  I 
need  hardly  say  that  the  Government 
entirely  sympathize  with  the  object  the 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  the 
Bordesley  Division  of  Birmingham  (Mr. 
Jesse  CoUings)  has  in  view  in  proposing 
this  Amendment.  I  take  it  there  is  no 
difference  between  him  and  us  in  refer- 
ence to  the  acre  of  arable  land,  that  is, 
the  size  to  which  the  Government  pro- 
pose to  adhere.  The  real  point  is  whe- 
ther the  authorities  shall  have  the 
power  to  give  one  acre  of  arable  land 
or  three  acres  of  pasture  land.  In  our 
view,  when  the  allotment  amounts  to 
three  acres  of  land,  it  assumes  very 
much  the  aspect  of  a  small  holding,  and 
in  the  opinion  of  the  Government,  that 
is  rather  outside  the  four  corners  of  the 
Bill.  The  Bill  proposes  to  provide  for 
the  labouring  man  something  upon 
which  he  will  be  able  to  expend  the 
capital  which  he  possesses,  and  which, 
as  a  rule,  in  his  surplus  labour.  We 
believe  that  with  half-an-acre,  or,  in 
some  cases,  an  acre  of  arable  land,  there 
is  no  reason  to  suppose  that  the  labour- 
ing man  will  not  bo  able,  in  his  surplus 
time,  to  so  cultivate  the  land  as  to  con- 
fer upon  himself  a  very  large  and  valu- 
able benefit.  It  must  bo  seen  that  the 
only  necessity  in  the  case  of  an  acre  or 
less  of  arable  land  is,  that  the  man  and 
his  family  should  have  labour  to  devote 
to  the  cultivation  of  the  allotment.  But, 
wl  .  you  come  to  the  question  of  three 
(    18  of  grass  land,  two  matters  of  diffi- 
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culty  arise.  First  of  all,  I  can  easily 
conceive  that  in  those  very  places  where 
allotments  are  most  required,  according 
to  the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
the  Bordesley  Division  (Mr.  Jesse  Col- 
lings) — that  is  to  say,  where  milk  is 
scarce,  and  that  I  presume  is  in  non- 
grazing  counties.  [Mr.  Jesse  Ooixnras: 
No,  no! J  The  hon.  Gentleman  says 
'*  No,  no !  "  and  I  will  withdraw  the  re- 
mark, although  I  still  retain  my  opinion. 
I  should  have  thought,  but  I  am  subject 
to  the  correction  of  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man, who  has  paid  a  great  deal  of  at- 
tention to  this  matter.  I  should  have 
thought  that  in  those  places  in  which 
there  was  a  scarcity  of  milk — ^namely, 
in  arable  counties,  it  would  have  been 
almost  impossible  to  obtain  the  land  to 
provide  three  acres  if  there  was  much 
demand.  But  even  if  that  were  not  so, 
it  is  clear  that  the  allotment  holder's 
labour  is  not  the  only  capital  he  re- 
quires upon  three  acres.  The  plot  would 
be  of  no  use  to  him,  unless  he  were  able 
to  put  a  cow^  upon  it,  and  that  entails  a 
considerable  amount  of  capital,  more 
capital  than  I  should  say  it  is  at 
all  likely  that  nine-tenths  of  the  la- 
bourers have.  I  know  of  many  parts 
of  England  in  which  pasture  allotments 
are  extremely  successful;  Lord  ToUe- 
mache  has  provided  a  large  number  of 
grass  allotments  on  his  estate  in  Cheshire, 
but,  according  to  my  information,  every- 
one of  these  allotments  has  a  cottage  at- 
tached to  it.  The  allotments  on  Lord 
ToUemache's  estate  are  very  saocessfol, 
but  I  imagine  that  a  very  large  amount 
of  the  success  that  has  attended  the 
allotments  is  due  to  the  fact  that  they 
are  attached  to  cottages.  The  hon.  Gen- 
tleman (Mr.  Jesse  Ceilings)  has  said 
that  the  Government  propose  an  alter- 
native scheme,  which  is  not  without 
value.  We  have  been  unable  to  persuade 
ourselves  that  it  would  be  a  wise  or  a 
practical  thing  to  allow  the  Sanitary 
Authority  under  this  Bill  to  pxovide 
three  acres  of  pasture  if  applied  for; 
but  we  do  what  we  consider  is  the  next 
best  thing.  We  propose  to  allow  Local 
Authorities  to  provide  land  for  common 
pasture,  and  in  that  I  believe  we  are 
going  back  to  the  ancient  custom  of 
providing  for  the  inhabitants  of  villages 
a  common  pasture  for  their  cows.  Now, 
we  believe  that  the  right  of  a  man  who 
has  a  cow  to  put  his  cow  on  a  common 
pasture  during  the  grasdng  season  will 
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be  of  considerable  benefit  to  him,  but  I 
am  afraid  that  further  than  that  we 
cannot  go.  I  may  point  out  to  the  hon. 
Gentleman  that  there  is  nothing  what- 
ever in  the  Bill,  so  far  as  I  can  under- 
stand it,  which  will  prevent  a  labourer 
having  an  allotment  of  arable  land,  and 
being  also  able  to  put  a  cow  to  graze 
upon  the  common  pasture.  Nothing  at 
all,  80  that  it  may  very  probably  be  that 
a  labourer  who  has  an  arable  allotment 
may  also  keep  a  cow.  I  am  afraid  that, 
however  willing  I  feel  personally  to  do 
all  I  can  to  meet  the  undoubted  want 
which  exists,  and  which  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman has  done  so  much  to  supply,  I 
cannot  consent  to  the  Motion  of  the  hon. 
Gentleman  empowering  Local  Authori- 
ties to  provide  pasture  allotments,  which 
will  require  capital  not  only  for  stock 
bat  for  the  fencing  of  the  land,  and  this 
would  render  the  Bill  practically  in- 
operative, and  might  lead  to  very  con- 
siderable difficulty.  We  have  done  all 
we  can  to  enable  Local  Authorities  to 
provide  common  pasture,  and  I  hope 
that  our  efforts  will  receive  the  approval 
of  the  Committee. 

Mb.  JOSEPH  CHAMBERLAIN  (Bir- 
mingham, W.) :  The  Amendment  which 
has  been  raised  by  my  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  the  Bordesley  Division  of 
Birmingham  (Mr.  Jesse  CoUings)  raises 
two  questions,  the  one  a  question  of 
procedure,  and  the  other  a  question  as 
to  the  merits  of  the  Bill.  With  regard 
to  the  question  of  procedure,  I  am  sure 
we  shall  all  be  inclined  to  pay  great 
respect  to  your  authority,  8ir;  and  I 
understand  you  are  of  opinion  that  it 
would  be  more  convenient  to  take  this 
discussion  on  a  subsequent  clause.  But, 
at  the  same  time,  I  may  point  out  to 
you  that  the  inconvenience  is  entirely 
due  to  the  action  of  the  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  the  Eastern  Division  of 
Northampton  (Mr.  Channing),  because 
what  is  the  state  of  the  case  ?  The  facts 
are  rather  interesting,  and  I  think  the 
Committee  should  be  made  aware  of 
them.  Everyone  knows  that  my  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  the  Bor- 
desley Division  has  taken  exceptional 
interest  in  this  subject,  especially 
with  reference  to  the  desirability  of 
providing  in  rural  districts  facilities 
for  labourers  and  others  to  obtain  three 
acres  of  pasture  land.  So  much  is  that 
the  ease,  that  it  has  almost  become  the 
soubriquet  of  the  hon.  Member  that  he 


is  the  Member  for  "three  acres  and  a 
cow."  Under  those  circumstances,  it 
will  not  surprise  the  Committee  to  learn 
that  the  moment  this  Bill  passed  the 
second  reading  my  hon.  Friend  put  down 
on  the  Paper  an  Amendment  which,  if 
accepted,  would  have  given  to  the  la- 
bourer an  opportunity  of  obtaining  three 
acres  and  a  cow.  This  Amendment  my 
hon.  Friend  proposed  to  insert  at  the  end 
of  the  sub- section.  Thereupon,  the  hon. 
Member  for  the  Eastern  Division  of 
Northampton  (Mr.  Channing),  desiring 
to  anticipate  my  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  the  Bordesley  Division  put 
down  subsequently  an  Amendment  upon 
an  earlier  portion  of  the  clause,  which 
proposed  to  omit  the  sub -section,  and  to 
come  in  with  exactly  the  same  words 
as  my  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  the 
Bordesley  Division.  So  that  the  hon. 
Member  for  the  Eastern  Division  of 
Northampton,  in  fact,  says  to  my  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  the  Bordesley 
Division  of  Birmingham  ^^  sic  vo9  ndn 
vohisj^^  and,  like  the  cuckoo,  proposes  to 
oust  the  hon.  Member  from  the  nest  he 
has  made  his  own.  I  really  cannot  be 
surprised,  under  these  circumstances,  if 
my  hon.  Friend  persists  with  his  present 
Amendment,  if  he  endeavours,  in  fact, 
to  reinstate  himself  in  what  I  may  call 
his  political  possession,  although  I  can- 
not at  all  sympathize  with  the  disap- 
pointment of  the  hon.  Member  for  the 
Eastern  Division  of  Northampton  (Mr. 
Channing).  Now  I  come  to  the  merits 
of  the  proposal.  I  must  say  I  support 
most  strongly  the  proposition  of  my  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  the  Bordesley 
Division,  and  I  regret  exceedingly  that 
the  Gbvemment  do  not  see  their  way  to 
accept  it.  I  think  that,  by  rejecting  it, 
they  are  doing  much  to  lessen  the  value 
which  would  otherwise  attach  to  this 
Bill,  and  I  cannot  say  that  the  arguments 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Local  Government  Board 
(Mr.  Kitchie)  are  at  all  convincing  to 
my  mind  upon  this  subject.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  has  told  us,  and  I  for 
one  desire  to  express  my  gratitude  to 
the  Government  for  what  they  have 
done,  that  he  has  provided  in  this  Bill, 
or  proposes  to  provide  by  Amendments 
he  has  put  upon  the  Paper,  for  giving 
the  labourers  a  commonable  right  of 
pasture  which,  he  says,  is  in  some  sort 
of  way  an  alternative  to  the  proposal  of 
my  hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Jesse  Ceilings). 
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But  does  not  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
see  that,  if  he  thinks  there  are  grounds 
for  providing  this  alternative,  he  cuts 
from  under  his  feet  almost  all  the  objec- 
tions  which  he  has  taken  to  the  proposal 
of  mj  hon.  Friend  ?  If,  as  he  says,  it 
will  be  in  many  districts  impossible 
to  obtain  land  for  the  purpose  of 
giving  three  acres  of  pasture  to  the 
labourer,  still  more  will  it  be  impos- 
sible to  obtain  land  for  the  purpose 
of  providing  commonable  rights  of  pas- 
ture. If  it  is  true,  as  he  says,  and  I  dare 
say  it  is  true,  that  in  many  cases  a 
labourer  would  be  unable  to  find  the 
capital  which  would  be  necessary  to 
provide  a  cow  for  three  acres  of  pas- 
ture, the  argument  applies  to  the  case  of 
the  cow  placed  on  the  commonable  pas- 
ture as  much  as  to  the  case  of  the  cow 
placed  on  the  three  acres.  Consequently, 
the  objections  which  the  right  hon.  Q-en- 
tieman  has  taken,  if  they  are  really 
valid,  apply  equally  to  the  alternative 
proposal ;  but,  Sir,  are  they  valid  ?  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  says  that  there 
would  be  di£B.culty  in  obtaining  in  some 
cases  the  necessary  land.  Well,  of 
course,  if  that  difficulty  amounts  to  this, 
that  land  cannot  be  obtained  at  a  rea- 
sonable price,  the  Local  Authority  has 
full  discretion  and  will  not  be  called 
upon  to  provide  it.  All  we  ask  is  that 
the  Local  Authority  shall  have  power 
to  provide  allotments  where  the  land 
exists.  [An  hon.  Member  :  Compulsory?] 
Certainly  ;  but  I  do  not  know  what  the 
object  of  the  interruption  is.  It  does 
not  in  the  least  touch  the  objection  made 
by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Local  Government  Board 
(Mr.  Eitchle).  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man told  us  that  the  Local  Authorities 
would  not  be  able  to  obtain  land  at  a 
reasonable  rent  in  certain  cases.  In  such 
an  event,  there  would  be  no  compulsion 
upon  them  to  take  the  land,  nobody 
would  expect  them  to  do  so.  In  a  vast 
number  of  cases,  however,  there  is  no 
doubt  Local  Authorities  could  easily 
obtain  pasture  land  for  the  purpose  of 
of  allotments,  and  all  we  ask  is  that  in 
such  cases,  and  where  a  demand  is 
proved  to  exist,  they  should  have  this 
right  given  to  them.  Well,  then  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  says  that  in  many 
cases  the  labourers  would  not  have  the 
necessary  capital.  I  have  talked  to  many 
labourers  on  this  subject,  and  they  have 
always  said  to  me — ''  It  is  true  a  great 
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number  of  us  may  not  have  capital,  and 
probably  never  shall ;  but  others  of  us 
have  either  a  little  money  in  the  bank, 
or  we  have  friends  who  will  advance  us 
the  necassary  funds,  and  therefore  we 
could  at  once  put  a  cow  on  the  land  if 
we  had  it.''  I  know  many  cases  in  which 
labourers,  who  now  enjoy  the  possession 
of  allotments — thanks  to  the  voluntary 
concessions  which  have  been  made  to 
them  by  landlords— have  begun  perhaps 
with  some  poultry  and  a  pig,  then  they 
have  got  a  calf,  and  in  the  due  course  of 
nature  that  calf  has  become  a  cow.  I  am 
quite  certain  that  in  this,  as  in  so  many 
other  oases,  where  there  is  a  will  there 
is  a  way;  where  these  people  have  a 
desire  for  this  facility  they  will  find  the 
means  of  acquiring  it.  The  right  hoa. 
Gentleman  the  President  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  (Mr.  Ritchie)  has 
referred  to  the  case  of  Lord  ToUemache's 
estate.  I  can  see  that  illustration  has 
created  a  great  impression  upon  his 
mind,  because  there  is  no  doubt  that 
Lord  Toliemache's  experiments  is  the 
most  successful,  and  most  striking  ex- 
periment which  has  hitherto  been  made 
in  reference  to  allotments  in  the  United 
Kingdom.  Lord  Tollemache  has  some 
hundreds  of  labourers  who  enjoy  the 
facility  which  my  hon.  Friend  the  Mem- 
ber for  the  Bordosley  Division  desires 
that  labourers  in  other  parts  of  the 
country  should  enjoy  equally.  I  think 
that  in  pasture  districts  like  Devonshire, 
parts  of  Wiltshire,  and  many  other 
counties  I  could  name,  facilities  of  this 
kind  would  be  experimentally  adopted. 
I  believe  it  would  oe  of  gpreat  advantage 
to  the  labourer  and  his  family.  Cer- 
tainly, I  shall  vote  with  my  hon.  Friend, 
and  I  very  much  regret  that  the  Go- 
vernment have  not  seen  their  way  to 
adopt  the  Amendment. 

Mr.  CHANNING  (Northampton,  R): 
I  heartily  agree  with  all  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  West  Bir- 
mingham (Mr.  J.  Chamberlain)  has  said, 
except  with  his  reference  to  myself 
which,  I  think,  was  somewhat  ill-timed, 
and  occupied  unnecessarily  some  time  of 
the  Committee,  which  might  have  been 
given  to  more  practical  purpose.  But 
as  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  taken 
this  course,  I  will,  with  the  permis- 
sion of  the  Committee,  say  one  word 
in  reply  to  the  pointed  personal  attack  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  and  will  state 
exactly  what  has  occurred.     I^et   me 
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point  out  the  fact  of  which  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  is  no  doubt  aware,  that  the 
whole  body  of  the  Liberal  County  Mem- 
bers— who  are  really  more  concerned  in 
this  matter  than  anybody  else— met,  and 
went  into  the  subject  as  soon  as  the  Bill 
was  printed.  They  appointed  a  Com- 
mittee to  draw  Amendments  on  certain 
lines — and  these  Amendments  were 
brought  before  the  General  Body  at  a 
subsequent  meeting  and  approved — 
which  were  to  be  brought  before  this 
Committee.  The  principle  which  is  em- 
bodied in  my  Amendment  we  considered 
a  very  good  one,  and  we  had  no  idea 
that  the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  the  Bordesley  Division  of  Birming- 
ham (Mr.  Jesse  Collings)  would  in  the 
least  quarrel  with  us  for  agreeing  to 
propose  it  for  adoption  by  this  Com- 
mittee. It  was  in  pursuance  of  this 
discussion  that  I  put  this  Amendment 
with  others  upon  the  Paper.  It  is  not 
my  fault  that  it  found  its  way  there  be- 
fore the  Amendment  of  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  the  Bordesley  Di- 
vision. 

Mb.  JOSEPH  CHAMBERLAIN :  It 
was  put  down  after  my  hon.  Friend's 
Amendment  had  been  placed  upon  the 
Paper. 

Me.  CHANNING  :  It  was  not  put 
down  afterwards.  I  give  that  statement 
my  most  emphatic  contradiction.  The 
whole  of  my  Amendments  had  been 
drawn  up,  and  were  handed  to  the 
Olerk  at  the  Table  directly  after  the 
second  reading  was  agreed  to.  Those 
Amendments  included  this  one  which, 
of  course,  we  thought  would  be  heartily 
supported  by  the  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr. 
Jesse  Collings).  As  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman (Mr.  J.  Chamberlain)  has  charged 
me  with  borrowing  Amendments  from 
other  people,  I  should  like  to  ask  how  it 
is  that,  when  it  was  perfectly  well  known 
through  the  Press  that  the  Liberal 
Ceunty  Members'  Committee  had  decided 
upon  an  Amendment  embodying  a 
popular  initiative  to  compel  the  Local 
Authority  to  act,  although  that  principle 
was  not  embodied  in  the  Bill  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  the  Bordesley  Division  of 
Birmingham  (Mr.  Jesse  Collings),  that 
hon.  Gentleman  put  down  an  Amend- 
ment to  give  a  popular  initiative  in  an- 
ticipation ?  [  Cries  of  *  *  Order,  order ! "  ] 
I  will  not  pursue  that  point  further. 
With  regard  to  the  main  question,  let 
me  say  that  the  arguments  of  my  right 


hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  West  Bir- 
mingham (Mr.  J.  Chamberlain)  must 
seem  to  be  absolutely  sound  to  anyone 
acquainted  with  the  working  of  the 
small  allotment  system.  Let  me  point 
out  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
President  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  (Mr.  Ritchie),  that  a  great  many 
of  these  grass  allotments  in  Derbyshire 
have  no  buildings  upon  them,  except 
perhaps  a  small  shed,  and  that  the 
people  using  them  live  in  the  neigh- 
bouring town  and  villages.  I  do  not 
feel  the  least  hostility  to  the  proposal  of 
the  Government  in  regard  to  common 
pasture  which  the  Committee  will  know 
was  first  made  by  the  noble  Lord  the 
Member  for  Hampshire ;  I  think  it  is  a 
very  good  one,  but  it  is  desirable  that 
power  should  be  given  to  Local  Autho- 
rities to  provide  grass  allotments  also. 
On  the  allotments'  estate  adjoining  one 
of  the  towns  I  represent,  part  of  the 
allotment  farm  is  specially  allotted  in 
grass  allotments  to  tenants  and  members 
of  the  association  who  occupy  the  farm. 
Mr.  RADCLIFFE  COOKE  (Newing- 
ton,  W.) :  The  difference  between  the 
Government  and  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  West  Birmingham 
(Mr.  J.  Chamberlain)  and  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Member  for  the  Bordesley 
Division  (Mr.  Jesse  Collings)  is  very 
simple.  We  all  desire  the  same  thing. 
We  all  desire  that  the  labourer  should 
have  a  cow,  and  that  that  cow  should 
produce  milk  for  him  and  his  family. 
My  opinion  is  this,  that  it  will  be  much 
more  convenient  and  much  less  expensive 
for  labourers  to  run  their  cows  on  one 
piece  of  pasture,  than  for  each  labourer 
to  have  a  single  cow  on  a  separate  plot 
of  three  acres  in  extent ;  because  each 
piece  of  pasture  land  must  be  fenced 
round,  and  each  cow  must  be  kept 
separate  in  each  plot  of  three  acres,  and 
a  cow  does  not  care  about  being  sepa- 
rated but  always  wants  to  get  to  the 
cows  in  the  next  plot.  Suppose  you 
take  a  pasture  field  of  18  acres  in  extent, 
and  divide  it  into  these  plots  of  three 
acres  each  ;  you  would  have  nearly  a  mile 
of  fencing  to  keep  up,  and  no  agricultural 
labourer  would  have  the  time,  much  less 
the  material,  to  keep  the  fencing  in 
repair.  There  is  one  other  reason  why 
there  is  not  so  much  pasture  land  in 
this  country  as  there  otherwise  would  be. 
I  should  like  to  lay  down  some  of  my 
arable  fields  into  pasture,  but  I  cannot 
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do  80  because  I  get  no  water  for  the 
land.  I  think  the  riglit  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  West  Birmingham 
(Mr.  J.  Chamberlain)  is  aware  that 
calves  grow  into  cows,  he  may  not 
possibly  be  aware  that  a  cow  will  not 
produce  milk  unless  you  give  it  water  to 
drink ;  audit  is  scarcely  possible,  in  fact 
it  is  impossible,  that  upon  each  three 
acre  plot  of  pasture  there  can  be  water 
for  a  cow  to  drink.  Therefore,  so  far  as 
my  practical  experience  goes — and  I  am 
a  farmer  myself — I  think  it  would  be 
more  convenient  to  the  labourer  for  us 
to  adopt  the  suggestion  of  the  Govern- 
ment instead  of  that  made  by  the  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  the  Bordesley 
Division  (Mr.  Jesse  Collings).  I  quite 
agree  that  it  is  extremely  desirable  to 
provide  small  holdings  for  labourers, 
and  when  that  question  comes  before 
Parliament,  whether  it  is  brought  for- 
ward by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  West  Birmingham  or  by 
the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  the 
Bordesley  Division,  I  shall  be  disposed 
to  support  it.  I  shall  not  only  like  to 
see  holdings  of  three  acres  in  extent,  but 
of  10,  20,  30,  and  40  acres,  so  that  we 
might  enable  labourers  and  small 
traders  to  rise  from  that  particular  con- 
dition in  life  in  which  they  now  are,  to 
a  more  superior  one. 
Sir  WILLIAM  HARCOURT(perby) : 
Sir,  I  will  not  enter  into  the  discussion 
as  to  who  is  to  have  the  credit  of  this 
Amendment.  If  my  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  the  Bordesley  Division  of 
Birmingham  (Mr.  Jesse  Collings),  my 
first  lender  in  this  matter,  gets  posession 
of  the  field  I  shall  vote  with  him,  if  any- 
one else  gets  possession  of  the  field  I 
shall  vote  with  him.  Now,  we  have  had 
the  farmer  experiences  of  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
West  Newington  (Mr.  Badcliffe  Cooke), 
and  they  seem  to  me  to  be  rather 
singular.  It  so  happens  I  have  been 
fortunate  enough  to  live  all  my  life  in 
districts  both  in  Yorkshire  and  in  Hamp- 
shire where  these  small  holdings  exist, 
and  therefore  I  am  perfectly  acquainted 
with  the  conditions  in  respect  to  them. 
I  have  said  before  in  this  House,  that  as 
a  boy,  I  knew  perfectly  well  that 
cottagers  used  to  have  plots  of  two  or 
three  acres,  and  that  they  never  had 
any  difficulty  whatever  in  having  their 
cow.  I  appeal  to  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  who  has  just  sat  down.     He 
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says  there  is  to  be  a  commonable 
pasture.  What  is  the  cow  going  to  be 
fed  on  in  the  winter  ?  Everybody  knows 
that  a  man  who  keeps  a  cow  must  have 
hay  to  feed  it  upon  in  the  winter 
months ;  where  is  that  hay  to  come 
from  ?  If  a  small  farmer  or  peasant 
has  three  acres  of  pasture  land,  he  shats 
otf  half  of  it  for  hay  and  gets  his  little 
stock  of  hay  for  the  winter.  It  ia  well 
known  that  the  small  pasture  allotments 
are  the  best  gprass  land  in  the  whole 
parish,  because  there  is  more  manure 
put  on  them,  and  there  is  more  stock 
kept  upon  them  per  acre  than  upon  the 
large  farms;  I  have  seen  on  these  little 
plots  the  best  g^ass  fields  in  the  whole 
parish.  Often  on  three  acres  there  will 
be  a  cow  and  its  followers,  and  some- 
times more  than  one  cow,  and  that  is  a 
stock  which  no  large  farmer  keeps  per 
acre  upon  his  land.  I  entirely  agree 
with  the  proposal  of  the  Government 
that  there  should  be  commonable  pas- 
ture ;  it  is  a  common  thing  in  Yorkshire 
for  labourers  to  turn  out  their  cows  in 
the  summer  months  upon  the  parishings; 
they  thus  relieve  their  little  plots  of 
land  for  the  time  and  are  able  to 
get  hay  off  them.  I  gladly  accept  the 
proposal  of  the  Government,  though  not 
as  a  substitute  for  the  three  acre 
plots.  It  is  not  always  certain,  how- 
ever, that  commonable  land  is  a  g^ood 
thing.  If  there  is  any  cattle  disease 
about  it  is  not  wise  to  turn  cows  npon 
land  where  other  cows  are  ranninff.  I 
know  many  people  who  do  not  like  to 
take  advantage  of  turning  their  cattle 
into  the  New  Forest,  in  consequence  of 
the  fear  of  their  being  attacked  by  dis- 
ease ;  therefore  the  proposal  of  the  Go- 
vernment cannot  be  regarded  in  any 
degree  as  a  substitute  for  pasture  allot- 
ments. I  was  surprised  to  hear  the  riglit 
hon.  Gentleman  the  President  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  (Mr.  Bitehie) 
say  that  in  pasture  counties  it  was  etiMj 
to  get  milk.  Anyone  who  has  ezpen- 
ence  in  the  matter  knows  that  these  are 
the  very  places  where  you  cannot  tni 
milk.  A  man  gets  very  jealous  of  nis 
milk  when  he  is  in  the  habit  of  turaing 
it  into  butter  or  of  using  it  for  other  par- 
poses,  and  while  it  is  one  of  the  com- 
modities of  the  district  he  will  not  part 
with  it  at  any  price.  I  attach  immense 
importance  to  this  Amendment  for  other 
reasons.  No  one  can  know  the  working 
classes  without  feeling  that  one  <rf  the 
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yet  been  able  to  see  my  way  to  adopt 
that  proposal,  and  I  confess  I  do  not  see 
it  at  the  present  time,  and  that  will  be 
my  reason  for  opposing  the  Amendment 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  the  Bordesley 
Division  of  Birmingham.  In  the  case 
of  an  arable  allotment,  pure  and  simple, 
all  the  capital  that  is  required  is  the 
labour  of  the  man  who  holds  it.  The 
oase  is  totally  different  when  you  come 
to  deal  with  pasture  allotments.  Then 
jou  are  confronted  with  all  kinds  of 
difficulties  at  once.  There  are  the 
questions  of  capital,  of  buildings,  of 
repairs,  and  you  convert  the  Local  Au- 
thority at  once  into  a  landlord  with  all 
the  responsibilities  of  a  landlord.  Who 
is  to  manage  these  estates  ?  You  will 
require  an  agent;  indeed,  the  system  will 
be  liable  to  every  kind  of  jobbing  it  is 
possible  to  imagine.  I  confess  I  do  see 
the  gpreatest  possible  practical  difficulty 
in  providing  small  holdings  in  great 
numbers  for  the  population  by  compul- 
sory powers  of  law,  and  at  the  expense 
of  the  ratepayers  of  this  country.  It 
has  been  pointed  out  that  this  has  been 
done  already  with  great  ease  by  Lord 
Tollemache.  I  happen  to  know  a  great 
deal  about  Lord  Tollemache  and  his 
estates.  Lord  Tollemache  has  two 
estates  ;  he  has  one  estate  in  Cheshire, 
and  he  has  another  in  Suffolk.  Cheshire 
is  a  purely  grass  county — at  all  events, 
the  district  in  which  he  lives  is  a  purely 
grass  district.  There  the  system  has 
been  adopted  without  difficulty,  and  I  can 
quite  understand  that  in  purely  grass 
districts  it  may  possibly  be  carried  out. 
Bnt  you  are  legislating  not  for  purely 
grass  districts,  but  for  the  whole  of 
England,  and  Lord  Tollemache's  position 
illustrates  the  difficulty  which  will  be 
found  to  exist.  In  Suffolk — which  is  a 
purely  arable  county — Lord  Tollemache 
has  not  adopted  the  allotment  system, 
and  if  he  desired  to  do  so  he  would  find 
it  impossible  to  carry  it  out.  The  right 
hon.  Oentleman  the  Member  for  Derby 
gets  oyer  the  difficulty  by  saying  that 
where  there  is  no  grass  land  it  will  not 
be  taken;  but  there  is  no  parish  in 
England  where  there  is  no  grass  land. 
It  is  the  large  and  small  paddocks  round 
the  farmer's  homestead  that  are  ex- 
tremely valuable  to  him,  and  without 
which  it  would  be  impossible  for  him  to 
carry  on  his  business  or  occupation  with 
anything  like  success.  It  is  the  small 
plots  of  gprass  land— if  the  hon.  Mem- 


ber's Amendment  be  adopted — that  you 
are  going  to  place  it  in  the  power  of  the 
Local  Authorities  to  take  by  compulsion 
and  at  the  fair  market  value  of  the  land. 
Under  these  circumstances,  I  must  say 
I  can  see  the  greatest  possible  difficulty 
in  carrying  out  this  proposal.  But  that 
is  not  all.  You  have  to  provide  accom- 
modation under  the  Bill  for  artizans  in 
towns  if  they  desire  it,  and  it  is  not  only 
three  acres  of  pasture  you  are  going  to 
ask  for  power  to  take — the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  for  West  Newington 
(Mr.  Tladcliffe  Cooke)  just  now  said  he 
would  like  to  see  these  allotments 
extend  to  30  and  40  acres.  When  I 
heard  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
I  could  not  help  thinking  what  would 
be  the  position  of  a  landowner  owning 
an  estate  in  the  neighbourhood  of  a 
large  and  populous  town  if  any  consider- 
able number  of  artizans  moved  the 
Sanitary  Authority  to  proceed  in  this 
matter,  and  to  provide  each  of  thorn 
with  30  or  40  acres  of  land. 

The  CHAIRMAN  :  Order,  order ! 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  is  rather 
amplifying  the  discussion.  The  pro- 
posal is  to  restrict  the  allotment  to  three 
acres. 

Mr.  CHAPLIN :  I  beg  your  pardon, 
Sir.  I  was  led  away  by  the  remarks  of 
the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for  West 
Newington.  But  even  in  the  case  of 
three  acres  the  difficulty  would  be  very 
considerable  in  many  parts  of  the  coun- 
try, as  I  have  endeavoured  to  point  out, 
and  that  is  the  reason  why  I  must  vote 
against  the  Amendment  of  the  hon. 
Gentleman.  In  conclusion,  Sir,  I  should 
like  to  ask  you  whether  the  Amend- 
ment of  the  hon.  Gentleman  may  not  be 
divided  into  two  parts,  and  a  discussion 
taken  upon  the  parts  separately  ? 

The  chairman  :  It  is  competent 
for  any  hon.  Member  to  move  an  Amend- 
ment to  this  Amendment. 

Mb.  H.  GARDNER  (Essex,  Saffron 
Walden) :  I  quite  agree  with  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  opposite  in  the  remarks 
he  made  as  to  the  procedure  adopted  in 
regard  to  this  Amendment.  I  have  an 
Amendment  of  my  own  dealing  with  the 
question  which  I  should  like  to  have  an 
opportunity  of  moving.  I  do  not  think 
the  difficulties  of  procedure  have  been 
at  all  alleviated  by  the  course  adopted 
by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Mem- 
ber for  West  Birmingham  (Mr.  J.  Cham- 
berlain).   The  question  as  to  who  is  to 
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Question,  **  That  those  words  be  there 
added/'  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  6  (Provisions  as  to  letting  and 
use  of  allotmentB). 

Mb.  CHANNING  (Northampton,  E.) : 
It  will  be  in  the  recollection  of  those 
Members  of  the  Committee  who  were 
present  at  the  debate  on  the  second 
reading  of  the  Bill  that  the  right  hon. 
G-entleman  the  President  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  said  that  one  prin- 
ciple of  the  Bill  was  that  land  should 
be  let  at  the  agricultural  value;  and 
that  is  the  principle  which  I  have  em- 
bodied in  this  Amendment.  If  hon. 
Members  will  refer  to  the  2nd  sub-sec- 
tion of  Clause  2  they  will  see  that  the 
Sanitary  Authority  is  prevented  from 
buying  land  which  they  cannot  let  at 
rents  which  will  recoup  the  expenses. 
The  present  clause  provides  that  the  land 
should  be  let  at  a  rent  which  may  be 
reasonably  expected  to  secure  the  Sani- 
tary Authority  from  loss.  This  is  a  sort  of 
see-saw,  which  shows  clearly  that  a  defi- 
nition of  what  is  a  reasonable  rent  is 
required.  Now,  that  is  exactly  what  I 
propose  to  carry  out  by  my  Amendment, 
and,  for  the  reasons  I  have  stated,  I 
hope  it  will  be  accepted  by  the  Govern- 
ment. 

Amendment  proposed, 

In  page  4,  line  10,  leave  out  from  the  word 
"The^'  to  the  word  "land,"  in  line  14,  and 
insert  the  words  "allotments]  shall  be  let  at 
such  rents  as  ag^cultural  or  pastoral  land  of 
the  same  quality  and  similarly  situate  is  usually 
let  for  in  the  same  parish,  with  such  addition 
to  the  said  rents  as  is  necessary  to  cover  all 
expenses  incurred  by  the  sanitary  authority 
under  Clause  4  of  this  Act."— (;!fr.  Channing,) 

Question  proposed,  ^'  That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Clause." 

The  PRESIDENT  of  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr. Ritchie) 
(Tower  Hamlets,  St.  George^s) :  I  am 
afraid  I  cannot  accept  the  Amend- 
ment of  the  hon.  Member  for  East 
Northampton.  The  hon.  Member  says 
that  on  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill 
I  made  the  statement  that  the  rents 
were  to  cover  the  value  of  the  land. 
That  is  perfectly  true  ;  but  it  will  be  in 
the  recollection  of  the  Committee  that 
I  made  two  propositions  on  the  occasion 
— first,  that  the  authorities  should  let 
the  land  at  such  rents  as  would  prevent 
the  local  rates  being  drawn  uj)on  ;  and, 
secondly,  that  iu  fixing  the  rents,  sub- 


ject to  that,  regard  should  be  had  to  the 
agricultural  value  of  the  land.  The  hon. 
Member's  Amendment  brings  in  a  num- 
ber of  disputable  questions,  and  a  great 
many  points  are  raised  by  it  which 
would  be  very  difficult  for  the  Sanitary 
Authority  to  provide  for.  I  think  it  only 
reasonable  that  if  the  Sanitary  Autho- 
rities are  to  secure  themselyes  from  loss, 
the  allotments  should  be  let  on  the  terms 
proposed  by  the  clause. 

Mb.  JESSE  COLLINGS  (Birming- 
ham,  Bordesley) :  I  think  the  clause  of 
the  Government  secures  the  object  which 
the  hon.  Gentleman  has  in  view  far 
better  than  his  Amendment.  It  secures 
to  the  authority  a  certain  liberty  of 
action,  whereas  the  Amendment  of  the 
hon.  Gentleman  would  compel  them  to 
make  nice  calculations  so  as  to  insure 
that  the  rent  should  exactly  correspond 
to  the  agricultural  value,  and  yet  be 
sufficient  to  prevent  loss.  A  similar 
difficulty  arose  in  regard  to  the  trustees 
of  charities  before  the  Act  of  1882.  Be- 
fore then  the  Charity  Commissioners  did 
not  like  to  take  the  responsibility  of 
letting  at  a  strictly  defined  as  well 
as  a  fair  price  lest  the  charities  should 
suffer;  but,  since  the  Act  of  1882 
gave  them  a  certain  amount  of  liberty 
and  discretion,  they  have  been  willing 
to  let.  I  think  it  would  be  far  better  to 
allow  the  Sanitary  Authority  to  act  freely, 
subject  to  the  provisions  of  the  Act,  than 
to  adopt  the  Amendment  of  the  hon. 
Gentleman,  which  I  think  would  not 
have  the  effect  which  he  desires. 

Mr.  HALLEY  STEWART  (Lincohi- 
shire,  Spalding)  :  What  we  want  is 
practically  a  definition  of  the  term 
''  reasonable  rent."  I  cannot  find  that 
this  is  explained  in  any  part  of  the  Bill. 
We  were  promised  by  the  riffht  hon. 
Gentleman  the  President  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  that  there  should  be 
an  explanation  of  the  term ;  but  we  have 
not  yet  received  it.  I  would  suggest 
that  the  Amendment  of  my  hon.  Friend 
should  bo  qualified  by  the  insertion  of 
the  word  '*  approximate,"  in  reference 
to  the  rent  of  either  agricultural  land 
or  pasturage,  and  I  think  that  in  that 
form  the  Government  may  fairly  be 
expected  to  agree  to  it. 

Mr.  RITCHIE:  Our  object  is  a 
reasonable  object,  and  we  hope  that  the 
Sanitary  Authorities  will  endeavoar  to 
carry  out  the  Act  in  the  spirit  in  which 
it  has  been  drawn.  I  cannot  help  depre- 
cating what  appears  to  me  to  be  an  tm- 
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reasonable  saspicion  of  hon.  G^entlemen 
opposite  with  regard  to  this  authority. 
I  am  afraid  the  word  ''approximate" 
will  not  meet  the  objections  of  the  Go- 
yernment. 

MB.OHANNING:  I  think  that  those 
suspicions  are  not  unnatural,  consider- 
ing who  are  the  people  with  whom  we 
have  to  deal.  A  recent  article  in  The 
Mark  Lane  Ezpreas^  which,  hon.  Mem- 
bers will  know,  accurately  represents 
the  opinion  of  just  the  class  from  whom 
Guardians  are  generally  chosen,  throws 
the  utmost  contempt  on  the  Bill  on  this 
very  point.  I  shall  not  withdraw  this 
Amendment,  because  I  think  it  carries 
out  the  distinct  pledge  given  by  the 
Government  on  this  matter. 

Ma.  F.  S.  POWELL  (Wigan) :  I 
wish  to  point  out  that  there  is  a  defini- 
tion of  rent  in  line  13,  which  says — 

"Such  rents  may  be  from  time  to  time 
charged  as  are  reasonable,  having  regard  to  the 
agricultaral  value  of  the  land." 

That  appears  to  me  to  be  a  sufficient  in- 
dication for  all  practical  purposes  ;  and 
if  the  Local  Authority  is  not  to  be 
trusted  in  this  matter,  I  am  afraid  the 
whole  of  this  Bill  is  a  mistake. 

Mb.  JESSE  COLLINGS :  I  wish  to 
point  out  that  this  clause  is  far  more 
peremptory  than  that  which  the  hon. 
Member  for  East  Northampton  propo9es. 
It  tells  the  Local  Authority  that  the 
rents  must  be  such  as  are  reasonable 
without  putting  the  Sanitary  Authority 
to  any  loss,  subject  to  the  condition  that 
the  Sanitary  Authority  are  to  charge 
rents  having  regard  to  the  agricultural 
value  of  the  land.  I  am  of  opinion  that 
if  this  Amendment  were  adopted,  it 
would  introduce  restrictions  and  difficul- 
ties in  the  way  of  attaining  the  object  of 
the  Bill. 

Mb.  CHAPLIN  (Lincolnshire,  Slea- 
ford) :  If  the  hon.  Member  for  East 
Northampton  (Mr.  Channing)  insists  on 
dividing  the  Committee  on  his  Amend- 
ment, for  which  I  cannot  conceive  that 
there  is  the  slightest  necessity,  I  hone 
he  will  do  it  at  once  or  not  at  all.  We 
wasted  fire  minutes  just  now  through 
his  determination  to  divide  the  Com- 
mittee, and  th</o  no  l)Wm*m  was  taken. 

The  CHAIJiMA.V:  I»^  i\if$  )ifm. 
Member  pr***  h«  Ax/i^^di/iMWit  ? 

Mm-CH,ANMN^i     V^. 
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goes  so  far  as  to  protect  the  ratepayer*, 
I  think  we  ought  to  give  the  tenants  the 
assurance  that  they  shall  not  pay  more 
rent  than  that  which  amounts  to  the  ex- 
penses and  the  cost  of  obtaining  the 
land.  I  do  not  myself  approve  the 
principle  of  allowing  the  rent  of  allot- 
ments to  be  a  subsidy  to  the  rates  in 
any  way,  and  I  think  the  idea  that  the 
rents  payable  under  this  Bill  are  to  go 
in  any  form  to  subsidize  the  rates  will 
destroy  the  confidence  of  the  labourers 
in  the  Bill.  If  we  allow  the  rents  to 
subsidize  the  rates,  and  allow  Corpora- 
tions to  purchase  land  and  lot  it  at  such 
rent  as  they  please,  and  which  they  may 
call  reasonable,  the  result  will  be  that 
exorbitant  rents  will  be  paid  by  the 
tenants.  There  is  one  corporate  town 
which  possesses  a  largo  amount  of  land 
that  is  let  to  tenants,  and  the  authorities 
consider  that  £13  an  acre  is  a  reason- 
able rent  for  the  tenants  to  pay  ;  and,  not 
satisfied  with  that,  they  have  endeavoured 
to  let  a  portion  of  the  land  for  building 
purposes,  in  order  that  the  rates  may  bo 
further  subsidized.  The  result  of  this 
was  that  almost  a  riot  took  place,  the 
tenants  refusing  to  have  their  land  taken 
from  them.  We  do  not  desire  that  cor- 
porate bodies  should  become  land- 
jobbers  ;  and  my  viow  is  that  the  tenants 
ought  to  be  assured  that  they  will  not 
have  to  pay  ome  sixpence  more  than  the 
actual  cost  of  the  land,  and  the  interest 
on  the  money  borrowed  for  the  purpose 
of  acquiring  it,  together  with  the  rates 
and  taxes  and  the  necessary  expense  for 
making  boundaries,  roads,  and  so  forth. 
I  maintain  that  the  Amendment  which 
I  have  placed  on  the  Paper  gives  a  clear 
definition  of  the  term  **  reasonable 
rent,"  by  saying  that  the  Eural  Sanitary 
Authority  in  fixing  the  rent  shall  not 
charge  more  than  what  may  be  reason- 
ablv  expected  to  cover  them  from  lofs, 
and  I  hope  it  will  be  accepted  by  the 
Government. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  4,  line 
11,  aft<;r  the  word  **  less,"  to  insert  th« 
word*  **  but  not  more."--( ifr.  Fuller.) 

Qoention  proposed,  '^That  those  words 
>>e  there  inserted.'* 

TttE  ATTOKNKY  OKNKRAL  (Sir 
Uumumu  WtMTKH)  (UUf  tA  Wight) :  I 
nmiM  nyft^ymihlxs  with  tlM  objV^  tb# 

S/nry  ^b^  ^ijimi  \w^  mX  dmiru  hm$  In 
fUrw ,  \Htif  id  iim  mmmiitm,  Urn (ifn^frn^ 
MM*i  i#  mmlA^  U^  iumfi  ii^mti  wf/ria, 
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definitely  showing  that  it  will  be  optional 
on  the  part  of  the  Local  Authority  to  re- 
quire such  payment  in  advance  ? 

Mr.  EITCHIE  :  Yes. 

Mr.  LLEWELLYN  (Somerset,  N.) : 
I  am  of  opinion  that  it  will  bo  fatal  in  a 
great  many  cases  to  the  operation  of  the 
Act  to  bind  down  the  authorities  by  un- 
necessary words  and  limitations.  A 
safeguard  of  this  kind  I  think  is  abso- 
lutely essential  to  meet  some  cases  which 
are  likely  to  arise;  and  no  authority 
would,  I  should  say,  undertake  the 
letting  of  land  without  it.  It  is  all  very 
well  to  speak  of  what  may  take  place 
between  private  individuals ;  but  this  is 
an  entirely  different  matter.  It  is  not  to 
be  supposed  that  the  authorities  will 
always  insist  on  having  rent  in  advance  ; 
but,  as  I  have  said,  to  compel  them  to  let 
without  doing  so,  as  is  proposed  by 
hon.  Members,  would  be  to  defeat  the 
object  they  have  in  view,  because  no 
authority  would  undertake  the  responsi- 
bility without  the  discretionary  power 
provided  by  the  clause. 

Me.  JOSEPH  CHAMBERLAIN  (Bir- 
mingham,  W.) :  The  efPectof  an  Amend- 
ment of  this  kind  is  a  double  one.  It  is, 
no  doubt,  extremely  undesirable  that  in 
the  majority  of  cases  the  rent  should  be 
asked  for  in  advance,  and  it  would  cer- 
tainly be  unpopular.  If,  however,  the 
Local  Authority  were,  positively  pro- 
hibited from  stipulating  that  some  rent 
should  be  so  paid,  the  result  would  be 
that  they  would  refuse  many  of  the 
applications  made  to  them.  As  an  illus- 
tration, I  have  no  doubt  that  the  Town 
Council  of  Birmingham  will  avail  them- 
selves of  the  powers  given  by  the  Act  to 
a  large  extent.  The  applicants  for  allot- 
ments will  be  numerous ;  and  I  ask 
whether  it  is  likely  that  the  Town  Clerk 
can  examine  into  the  characters  and 
gualifioations  of  the  scores  of  persons 
who  will  apply,  and  see  whether  every 
applicant  is  able  to  pay  the  rent  of  the 
allotment  ?  If  an  applicant  is  allowed 
to  pay  a  quarter's  rent  in  advance,  the 
matter  will  at  once  be  settled  in  his 
favour — a  simple  solution  which  would 
not  be  possible  were  the  Amendment  of 
the  hon.  Member  accepted. 

Question  put. 

The  Gommiitee  divided  : — Ayes  127; 
Noes  76:  Majority  61.— (Div.  List, 
No,  428.)  [8  P.M.] 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  4, 
line  14,  after  the  word  *' advance,*'  to 

Mr,  Conyheare 


insert  the  words  ''  in  any  case  where  it 
is  deemed  necessary  by  the  sanitary 
authority." — {Mr,  Conyheare.) 

Question,  ''  That  those  words  be  there 
inserted,''  put,  and  agre$d  to, 

Mr.  SEALE-HAYNE  (Devon,  Ash- 
burton)  :  I  rise  to  move  the  Amend- 
ment in  my  name,  which  provides  that 
for  the  purpose  of  the  Parliamentary 
franchise,  and  the  municipal  and  aU 
other  local  franchises,  the  tenants  shall 
be  deemed  to  be  the  occupiers,  and  that 
the  rates  have  been  paid  by  them  not- 
withstanding the  previous  proyisions 
contained  in  the  Bill. 

Mr.  EITCHIE:  We  accept  that. 

Thb  chairman  :  I  am  of  opinion 
that  this  cannot  be  introduced  here. 
The  Amendment  can  be  made  on  Be- 
port. 

Mr.  RITCHIE :  I  wiU  take  care  that 
the  Proviso  is  inserted  on  the  Report. 

Mr.  CHANNING  :  In  rising  to  move 
the  Amendment  which  stands  in  my 
name,  I  do  not  propose  to  add  anything 
to  what  I  said  earlier  in  this  discussion. 
The  matter  has  already  been  so  fully 
discussed  that  I  will  content  myself  by 
moving  the  Amendment  without  further 
argument. 

Amendment  proposed, 

In  page  4,  line  25,  to  leave  out  8ab>8eotion  (3), 
and  insert—"  Each  allotment  shall  consist  of 
not  more  than  one  acre  of  arable,  or  three  acres 
of  pasture,  but  the  sanitary  authority  may  let 
more  than  one  allotment  to  the  same  person." 
— {Mr,  Channinff,) 

Question  proposed,  **  That  the  words 
^one  person  shall  not  hold  any  allot- 
ment or  allotments '  stand  part  of  the 
Clause." 

Thb  president  op  thb  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  Ritohie) 
(Tower  Hamlets,  St.  Q^orge'sj  :  I  have 
nothing  to  add,  with  regard  to  this 
Amendment,  to  what  has  been  said  in 
the  discussion  that  has  already  taikea 
place.  I  will,  however,  make  an  eamesl 
appeal  to  the  Committee.  We  haTe  had 
an  adequate  discussion  on  this  queotion, 
and  I  hope  hon.  Members  will  be  satis- 
fied with  that  discussion,  and  allow  us 
to  go  at  once  to  a  Division.  We  have 
only  two  hours  at  our  disposal,  and  I 
sincerely  trust  that  we  shall  be  able  to 
finish  this  stage  of  the  Bill  to-day. 

Mr.  SEALE-HAYNE  (Devon,  Ash- 
burton) :  Hon.  Members  who  haye  op- 
posed this  proposal  have  assumed  that 
it  is  necessary,  where  a  cow  is  kept,  to 
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fence  in  the  land ;  but  everjone  knows 
that  it  is  far  better  that  cattle  should  be 
tethered  as  in  foreign  countries,  and  that 
they  should  not  be  allowed  to  roam 
about  and  destroy  the  pasture.  It  would 
be  much  better  if  the  feeding  were  car- 
ried on  as  it  is  in  Switzerland  and  other 
countries. 

Mb.  SHAW  LEFEVEE  (Bradford, 
Gentral) :  I  cordially  welcome  the  pro- 
posal of  the  Government  for  the  creation 
of  cow  pastures.  That  is  the  old  prin- 
ciple 01  common  rights,  and  it  shows  a 
complete  change  of  views  on  the  part  of 
the  Q-overnment  with  reference  to  this 
subject ;  but  I  am  bound  to  say  that  it 
is  not,  in  my  opinion,  quite  a  substitute 
for  the  proposal  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  East  Northampton  (Mr.  Channing). 
This  matter  ought  to  be  regarded,  in 
my  opinion,  not  merely  with  reference 
to  economical  considerations,  but  also 
from  a  political  point  of  view.  There  is 
no  other  country  in  Europe  where  the 
agricultural  labourers  pure  and  simple 
who  work  for  others  are  not  the  owners 
of  land  to  a  considerable  extent.  I 
believe  I  am  right  in  saying  that  at  least 
one-half  of  the  agricultural  labourers  in 
Continental  countries  are  owners  of  from 
a  quarter  of  an  acre  to  three  or  four  acres 
of  land.  This  country  is  the  great  ex- 
ception— and  it  seems  to  me  to  be  a 
dangerous  exception — to  this  rule.  I 
admit  that  a  change  can  only  be  effected 
in  the  direction  of  a  more  widely  distri- 
butedownership  by  a  slow  process;  but,  in 
the  meantime,  it  seems  to  me  that  it  would 
be  a  wise  and  in  the  highest  sense  a 
truly  conservative  thing  for  the  Q-overn- 
ment to  do  what  it  can  to  faciliate  the 
enjoyment  of  land  by  agricultural  la- 
bourers. I  therefore  entreat  the  Go- 
vernment not  to  deal  with  this  as  a 
Party  question,  but  to  allow  the  Com- 
mittee to  vote  upon  it  without  reference 
to  Party  considerations,  and  then  I 
believe  it  will  be  found  that  the  balance 
of  feeling  in  the  House  is  in  favour  of 
the  proposal  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
East  Northampton.  Experience  has 
shown  how  cow  allotments  can  be  enjoyed 
by  the  agricultural  labourer  in  York- 
shire, Derbyshire,  and  other  parts  of  the 
country,  and  therefore  all  the  arguments 
used  against  the  proposal  fall  to  the 
ground.  I  think  we  should  recollect 
that  only  one-third  of  the  land  of  this 
country  is  arable,  and  that  pasture  is 


increasing  in  every  direction,  the  result 
of  which  is  that  less  labour  is  being 
employed  on  the  land,  and  it  is  rendered 
more  and  more  important  that  the 
interest  of  the  agricultural  labourer 
should  be  considered.  As  I  have  said, 
the  Amendment  of  the  hon.  Gentleman 
is  truly  conservative,  and  will  benefit  the 
agricultural  labourer  in  the  highest  sense 
of  the  term. 

Viscount  WOLMER  (Hants,  Peters- 
field)  :  I  rise  to  make  something  in  the 
nature  of  a  personal  explanation  in  con- 
nection with  this  matter  of  cow  pasture. 
As  it  is  my  Amendment  which  the  Go- 
vernment have  accepted,  I  wish  to  state 
that  I  do  not  for  one  moment  regard 
these  cow  pastures  as  substitutes  for 
allotments.  I  look  upon  the  question  of 
cow  pasture  as  standing  side  by  side 
with  the  question  of  grass  land  ;  and 
while  expressing  my  pleasure  that  the 
Government  have  accepted  my  Amend- 
ment, I  would  impress  upon  them  the 
importance  of  considering  an  extension 
of  the  Act  in  the  direction  asked  for  by 
the  hon.  Member  for  East  Northampton. 

Me.  JOICEY  (Durham,  Chester-le- 
Street) :  I  think  it  is  important  that  this 
question  should  not  be  decided  without 
full  consideration.  [  Criss  of  *  *  Divide ! "  ] 
I  believe  every  Miember  of  the  Com- 
mittee has  a  right  to  speak  on  this 
question,  and  therefore  that  I  am 
entitled  to  make  some  observations. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  President 
of  the  Local  Government  Board  has  un- 
doubtedly made  a  great  change  in  this 
matter  of  allotments.  I  do  not  know 
whether  that  change  has  been  brought 
about  by  the  hon.  Member  for  the 
Bordesley  Division  of  Birmingham  (Mr. 
Jesse  Ceilings) ;  but  it  is  not  long  since 
the  Government  and  their  supporters 
generally  considered  that  allotments 
should  not  be  given  at  all.  I  think  the 
hon.  Member  for  the  Bordesley  Division 
has  possibly  not  been  so  successful  as  he 
wished  to  be.  The  Bill  before  the  Com- 
mittee is  one  which  will  simply  give 
gardens  to  labourers  who  have  not  got 
them  already.  In  my  part  of  the  country 
every  agricultural  labourer  has  a  garden, 
and  therefore  I  may  say  that  in  the 
counties  of  Northumberland  and  Dur- 
ham the  Bill  will  confer  no  benefit 
whatever.  We  want  something  more 
than  is  offered  by  the  Bill ;  we  want  the 
agricultural  labourer  to  have  something 
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Sib  GEOEQE  CAMPBELL  {Kirk- 
caldy, £c.)  ;  In  referonce  to  the  Amend- 
ment I  have  on  the  Paper,  I  woulii 
briefly  protest  agaiost  ttie  reBtrictive 
enactment  the  Government  would  paas 
against  any  building  being  erected  on 
an  allotment.  The  riKht  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  the  Sleaford  Division 
Xiincolnshire  haa  given  ub  a  definition  of 
an  allotment — a  narrow  strip  of  land 
not  partitioned  off  or  divided  from  the 
other  allotments  adjoining;  but  I  say 
an  allotment  may  be  a  strip  of  land  to 
which  a  cottage  may  be  attached.  If 
this  Bill  passes  as  it  stands,  it  will  be  of 
very  little  use.  If  in  the  Northern  parts 
of  Britain  a  Municipal  Authority  took 
lands,  the  £rst  thing'  they  would  endea- 
vour to  do  would  be  to  get  pieces 
of  land  on  which  cottages  with  gardens 
could  be  erected.  I  do  not  think  any- 
one would  be  so  insane  as  to  think  that 
the  owner  of  a  small  allotment  could 

oultivate  wheat  upon  it  with  profit 

TsB  CHAIRMAN :  The  observations 
of  the  hon.  Member  are  altogether 
irrelevant. 

Sia  GEORGE  CAMPBELL :  I  pro- 
test against  the  clause  passing  without 
power  being  given  to  erect  buildings  and 
dwelling  houses  upon  the  allotments. 

Ma.  8EALE-HAYNE:  I  have  an 
Amendment  on  the  Paper,  the  early  part 
of  which  covers  the  point  which  we  have 
already  decided,  but  the  latter  portion 
of  which  deals  with  the  crops  which  may 
be  removed  from  the  land  by  the  tenant. 
Mk.  RITCHIE  :  That  Amendment  is 
covered  by  that  portion  of  the  Bill  re- 
ferring to  cottage  gardens. 

Mb.  SEALE-HArNE:  No;  these 
words  deal  with  what  may  be  removed 
by  the  tenant.  It  has  nothing  to  do  with 
planting. 

Ma.  RITCHIE :  I  had  better  move 
my  Amendment. 
Amendment  proposed, 
In  page  1,  line  40,  aX  eaA,  insert  "if  anj 
buildiDg  BO  allovod  to  be  erected  is  erected 
upon  an  allotment  then  at  the  end  of 
tae  tenaocy,  neither  the  sanitary  anthoritj  nor 
the  incoming  tenant  ahatl  be  bound  to  take  an^ 
such  building,  or  puy  any  com|<enaation  there- 
for, but  the  outgoing  tenant  ihall  be  at  liberty, 
before  the  expiration  of  his  tenaacy,  to  remoTe 
the  Bame,  and,  if  he  fails  to  do  so  the  Kanitary 
authority  may  pull  down  the  building,  and  dia- 
poao  of  the  materiats,  and  apply  tbo  procesdEi  in 
like  manner  as  if  it  were  a  building  probibited 
to  be  erected." — {Mr.  Rilchie.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 


MB.8EALE-HAYNE:  I  beg  to  move 
in  line  5  of  the  Amendment  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman,  after  the  word  "same," 
to  add  the  words  "together  with  froit 
trees  and  other  trees  and  bushes,  may  be 
removed  by  the  tenant." 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  proposed 
Amendment,  in  line  H,  after  the  word 
"  Bame,"  to  insert  the  words  *'  together 
with  fruit  trees  and  other  treaa,  and 
bushes  may  be  removed  by  the  tenani" 
— (Jfr.  8»aU-Hay7tt.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  thoBO  wordi 
he  there  inserted." 


Mr.  OONYBEARE  :  It  will  be  in  the 
recollection  of  moBt  of  the  Members  of 
the  Committee  that  we  fought  the  qnei- 
tion  of  compensation  for  those  improve- 
ments, and  were  defeated  by  the  right 
hon.  Gentlemen  opposite.  We  wished 
that  in  all  cases  these  men  should  have 
oompensation  for  the  fruit  trees  they 
had  planted,  but  they  were  not  allowed 
to  have  compensation  unless  they  bad 
first  obtained  permission  from  their 
landlords  to  plant  fruit  trees,  &o.'— 

Me.  RITCHIE :  The  Amendment  we 
have  just  agreed  to  wmply  implies  that 
the  tenant  may  be  at  lioarty  to  remove 
these  things. 

MB.OONYBEARE:  Then,  I  hare  no 
objection. 

Question,  "That  those  worda  be  tiien 
inserted,"  put,  and  agrttd  to. 

Amendment,  as  amended,  pat,  lad 
agrud  to. 

Clause  agrtei  to. 

Clause  7  (Recovery  of  rent  and  peases* 
sion  of  allotments] . 

YiBootmr  WOLMEB  (Hants,  Fetstt- 
Geld) '.  I  beg  to  move,  in  page  6,  lin«  4, 
to  leave  out  the  words  "tortr  days," 
and  insert  "one  half-year."  It  senns 
to  me  that  40  days  is  too  short  a  time  to 
insert  in  this  sub-section.  If  a  man 
takes  an  allotment  for  a  certain  period 
of  years,  it  may  be  six  months  before  he 
receives  any  return  from  it,  and  before 
he  is  able  to  pay  his  rent  Within  40 
days  he  may  not  have  reoeired  any 
benefit,  and  may  not  be  able  to  pay  his 
rent.  I  beg,  therefore,  to  move  W^ 
Amendment. 
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insert  "six  aores."  May  I  ask  if  that  is 
now  out  of  Order  ? 

The  CHAIRMAN:  Yes. 

Mr.  SEALE-HAYNE  (Devon,  Ash- 
burton) :  I  have  the  following  Amend- 
ment on  the  Paper,  in  line  40,  after 
the  word  ''  allotments,"  to  add  the 
words — 

''  Bat  at  any  time  during  a  tenancy,  and  be- 
fore the  expiration  of  any  notice  determining 
the  same,  such  stables,  cattle  sheds,  pigstyes, 
fowl  houses,  greenhouses,  and  tool  houses,  to- 
gether with  fruit  and  other  trees  and  bushes, 
may  be  removed  by  the  tenant." 

I  see  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  Local  Government  Board 
proposes  to  insert  this  Amendment,  in 
une  36,  after  **  building,"  to  insert 
**  other  than  a  tool  house,  green  house, 
fowl  house,' or  pigstye."  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  adopted  my  Amendment, 
but  has  left  out  the  words  '^stables" 
and  **  cattle  sheds."  I  would  put  it  to 
Mm  that  a  stable  may  be  absolutely 
necessary  to  the  occupier  of  an  allot- 
ment. He  may  have  a  pony  or  donkey, 
and  surely  a  place  to  stable  it  will  be  as 
necessary  to  him  as  to  have  a  stye  for 
his  pigs  or  a  house  for  his  fowls.  There 
is  another  Amendment  on  the  Paper  in 
the  name  of  the  hon.  Member  for  North 
Dorsetshire  (Mr.  Portman),  to  add  after 
''tool  houses"  the  words  ''and  a 
oommon  barn,"  and  if  that  Amendment 
had  been  placed  before  the  House  I 
should  have  been  ready  to  accept  it, 
because  I  consider  that  a  common  barn 
may  be  as  necessary  to  some  allotment 
holders  as  a  fowl  house  or  a  pigstye  or 
a  stable 

Thb  CHAIEMAN:  Does  the  hon. 
Member  move  his  Amendment  ? 

Me.  SEALE-HAYNE:  Not  the  one 
next  on  the  Paper.  I  understand  there 
is  an  Amendment  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  President  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  which  will  precede 
the  one  to  which  I  have  been  referring. 
I  would  propose  to  insert  in  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman's  Amendment  the  words 
"  stables,  cattle  sheds." 

Mb.  LONG :  The  Government  cannot 
possibly  accept  this  Amendment,  and  I 
would  point  out  to  the  hon.  Member 
that  the  only  reason  he  has  submitted 
to  the  Oommittee  for  its  being  adopted 
is  that  if  an  allotment  tenant  desires  to 
keep  a  donkey  or  pony  he  should  have 
a  plaoe  to  keep  it  in.  Well,  if  an  allot- 
ment holder  wishes  to  have  a  donkey  or 
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pony,  he  may  have  it ;  but  it  does  not 
follow  that  he  should  keep  it  on  his 
allotment.  The  most  natural  thing 
would  be  for  him  to  have  a  stable  ad- 
joining his  house.  I  think  that  as  the 
Government  have  consented  to  the  pro- 
posal to  allow  tool  houses,  green  houses, 
fowl  houses,  and  pigstyes  to  be  erected 
on  the  allotments,  that  is  all  which 
ought  properly  to  be  asked  of  us.  We 
cannot  agree  to  any  extension. 

Mb.  SEALE-HAYNE :  Will  the  hon. 
Gentleman  accept  "cattle  sheds?" 

Mb.  long  :  No. 

Mb.  WINTEEBOTHAM  (Gloucester, 
Cirencester) :  Then  we  are  to  understand 
that  the  allotment  holder  is  to  be  allowed 
to  keep  a  pig  if  he  likes,  but  is  not  to 
be  allowed  to  keep  a  calf  or  a  cow.  By 
resisting  proposals  of  this  kind  the  Go- 
vernment are  practically  crippling  the 
Bill.  I  have  not  taken  part  in  the  dis- 
cussions in  Oommittee  to  any  extent, 
because,  bad  as  the  Bill  is,  I  have  been 
anxious  to  see  it  passed  into  law ;  but  I 
do  feel  it  necessary  now  to  protest 
against  the  Government  opposing  this 
proposal  to  allow  a  man  to  keep  a  cattle 
shed  on  his  holding  if  he  thinks  fit. 

Mr.  CHAPLIN :  I  am  sure  that  the 
protest  of  the  hon.  Member  is  raised  in 
absolute  ignorance  of  this  subject.  What 
is  an  allotment  ?  It  is  a  small  strip  of 
ground  separated  from  another  by  no- 
thing but  a  narrow  pathway  a  few  inches 
broad. 

Mb.  SEALE-HAYNE :  I  did  not  pro- 
pose that  stables  should  be  erected  on 
every  allotment. 

Mb.  CHAPLIN :  But  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber  would  propose  that  a  stable  and  cattle 
shed  may  be  erected  if  necessary. 

Mb.  SEALE-HAYNE  :  Yes,  may  be. 

Mb.  CHAPLIN  :  What,  I  ask  again, 
are  allotments  ?  They  are  narrow  strips 
of  ground  close  together,  and  the  hon. 
Gentleman  desires  that  there  should  be 
power  to  put  donkeys  and  cows  upon 
them  in  sheds.  But  how  are  you  going 
to  get  cattle  on  to  a  man's  allotment  ? 
How  are  you  going  to  get  them  into  the 
shed  and  out  again?  Does  the  hon. 
Member  desire  to  see  half-a-dozen  head 
of  stock  trampling  over  the  onion  beds 
and  cabbage  beds  on  these  narrow  strips 
of  ground  ?  In  the  case  of  a  pig,  it  is 
taken  into  the  stye  probably  when  small 
and  never  leaves  it  again  until  it  goes 
to  the  butcher ;  but  that  is  not  the  case 
with  cattle  or  a  donkey  or  a  ponj.    It 
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Amendment  proposed,  in  page  5, 
line  4,  to  leave  out  "  it  appears  to  the 
Sanitary  Authority." — {Mr.  Cobb,) 

Question  proposed,  **  That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Clause." 

Mb.   RITCHIE:    I   think  the  hon. 
Gentleman  has  hit  upon  a  very  conve- 
nient mode  of  disposing  of  the  whole 
series  of  Amendments   he  has  on  the 
Paper  at  one  time.     So  far  as  I  under- 
stand it,  the  only  difference  between  him 
and  the  GoverDmeot  is  that  he  prefers  to 
extend  the  distance   from  one   to  two 
miles,  and  would  not  allow  a  tenant  to 
be  turned  out  of  his  holding  for  break* 
ing  the  regulations  of  the  tenancy.    We 
think  it  cannot  be  any  injustice  to  a 
tenant  that  he  should  be  called  on  to 
observe  the  conditions  on  which  he  took 
his  holding.     These  regulations  are  sup- 
posed to  be  made  not  in  the  interests  of 
any  one  individual  tenant,  but  in  the 
interests  of  all  the  tenants,  and  in  the 
interests  of  the  ratepayers ;  and  it  seems 
to  me  that  if  you  were  to  say  to  the 
tenant  that  he  could  practically  set  at 
nought  all  the  regulations  and  conditions 
under  which  he  took   bis  allotment  it 
would  be  utterly  useless  to  make  any 
regulations  whatever.   Let  me  point  out 
that  it  is  not  only  in  the  interests  of  the 
ratepayers  that  these  regulations  would 
be  made.     It  will  be  in  the  interests  of 
the  allotment  holders  themselves.  These 
allotments  will  be  all  side  by  side,  and 
every  tenant  should  be  a  party  to  the 
regulations,  which  are  meant  for  the 
security  and  comfort  and  convenience  of 
them  all.   I  can  well  imagine  that  if  the 
tenants  were  at  liberty  to  ignore  the 
regulations,  there  might  a  person  of  such 
a  disposition  that  he  might  render  the 
lives  of  the  adjoining  allotment  holders 
almost  intolerable.     Therefore  I  would 
venture  to  suggest  to  the  hon.  Gentleman 
that  it  would  not  be  in  the  interests  of 
the  tenants  generally  that  any  one  of 
them  should   be   able  to  free  himself 
from  the  engagement  he  had  entered 
into,  and  practically  to  ignore  all  the 
arrangements  which  have  been  made.  I 
would  point  out  that  fully  two  months 
are  given  during  which   a  man   may 
reside  away  from  his  allotment ;  but  if 
he  comes  home  within  that  time  he  must 
conform  to  the  regulations  under  which 
he  took  the  allotment. 


Mb.  COBB :  That  refers  to  what  he 
may  have  to  do  on  the  allotment. 

Mb.  RITCHIE :  Unless  within  three 
months  he  conforms  to  the  regulationa 
laid  down  by  the  authorities,  he  may  be 
turned  out  of  his  holding.  I  do  not 
think  that  that  is  unjust  or  unfair.  We 
have  put  in  the  Bill  that  these  regula- 
tions shall  be  referred  to  the  Local  (Go- 
vernment Board  for  their  sanction,  and 
the  hon.  Member  may  rely  that  every 
precaution  will  be  taken  tliat  the  regu- 
lations shall  not  be  arbitrary  or  unne- 
cessary, but  such  as  can  be  reasonably 
imposed ;  and  that  being  so,  I  think 
that  every  tenant  can  be  reasonably 
called  upon  to  abide  by  these  regula- 
tions. With  regard  to  distance,  the  Bill 
provides  for  this,  that  if  an  allotment 
holder  goes  away  to  live,  not  a  mile 
from  his  allotment,  but  a  mile  outside 
the  district  which  provides  the  allotment, 
then  be  shall  cease  to  hold  the  allotment. 
The  hon.  Member,  however,  proposes  to 
make  it  two  miles 

Mb.  COBB :  I  do  not  care  for  that 
point. 

Mb.  RITCHIE:  Then  I  will  not 
enter  into  that  matter  further. 

Mb.  JESSE  COLUNGS  (Birming- 
ham,  Bordesley) :  I  quite  sympathize 
with  the  object  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
^ugby.  Those  who  have  seen  agree- 
ments entered  into  with  regard  to  allot- 
ments have  seen  some  very  curious 
things.  I  know  one  case  in  which  a 
tenant  was  under  obligation  to  keep  so 
many  hens  and  so  many  cocks — and  he 
had  to  enter  into  an  elaborate  under- 
taking as  to  the  number  of  them,  and 
so  on.  I  do  not  think  the  hon.  Q^tle- 
man  need  fear  any  such  regulationa  as 
that,  seeing  that  the  rules  are  to  be 
framed  as  has  been  pointed  out,  and 
seeing  that  the  moment  the  Bill  becomes 
law,  the  administration  of  it  in  the  rural 
districts  will  be  in  the  hands  of  a  purely 
electoral  body,  I  do  not  think  :that  any 
of  these  dangers  are  to  be  apprehended. 

Mb.  COBB:  I  would  aak  leave  to 
withdraw  the  Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mb.  COBB :  There  is  a  small  point  I 
should  like  to  ask  the  Committee  to  deal 
with ;  it  is  a  very  small  one,  and  one 
that  it  is  hardly  worth  while  spending 
many  words  over.  I  think  that,  instead 
of  affixing  the  notice  under  this  aaotion 
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to  "  the  door  of  the  church  of  the  parish 
in  which  the  allotment  is  situate/'  it 
would  be  better  to  strike  those  words 
out,  and  to  put  in  the  words  ''give  public 
notice.''  I  would  move  to  insert  those 
words. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  5,  line 
10,  leave  out  from  ''affix"  to  ''written," 
in  line  12,  and  insert  "give  public 
notice." — {Mr,  Coll.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Clause," 

Mr.  RITCHIE:  I  think  this  is  a 
matter  of  some  importance.  The  church 
door  is  the  place  where  notices  of  this 
kind  are  usually  posted  in  parishes.  The 
tenant  will  be  supplied  with  the  condi- 
tions under  which  he  holds  his  allot- 
ment, and  surely  it  will  be  no  hardship 
upon  bim,  knowing  those  conditions,  if 
we  provide  that  the  notice  shall  be  affixed 
to  the  church  door — it  will  be  no  hard- 
ship to  require  him  to  go  to  the  church 
door  to  see  it. 

Mb.  COBB  :  I  would  suggest  that  the 
notice  should  be  affixed  not  merely  to 
the  church  door,  but  to  the  doors  of  all 
the  places  of  worship  in  the  district.  A 
great  number  of  people  never  go  to 
church,  and  therefore  will  know  nothing 
about  the  notice  if  it  is  merely  placed 
on  the  door  of  the  parish  church.  What 
objection  can  there  be  to  my  proposal  ? 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  (Sir 
Richard  Webster)  (Isle  of  Wight) :  I 
do  not  think  the  hon.  Member  can  really 
be  serious  in  this  suggestion.  If  it  were 
carried  out  it  might  involve  the  posting 
of  notices  in  some  cases  on  15  or  20 
public  buildings  in  the  parish,  and  that 
might  be  a  costly  process.  Purely  it 
will  be  a  far  more  simple  and  satisfac- 
tory method  if  we  adhere  to  the  words 
of  the  section.  The  parish  church  is  a 
place  which  can  always  be  found,  and  it 
can  be  no  hardship  to  require  a  man  to 
go  to  the  door  of  the  parish  church  in 
order  to  see  these  notices. 

Mr.  T.  E.  ELLIS  (Merionethshire) :  I 
know  some  parishes  in  Wales  where  no 
church  can  be  found  at  all,  and  I  would 
ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  Local  Government  Board 
to  adopt  in  those  cases  the  practice 
usually  followed  by  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  in  these  matters.  Notices 
of  this  kind  should  be  placed  where  they 
are  usually  put  up  in  Welsh  parishes — 


on  the  school  house  or  some  other  public 
building. 

Mr.  RITCHIE:  I  will  provide  on 
Report  for  districts  in  which  there  are 
no  churches. 

Mr.  CHANNING  (Northampton,  E.) : 
I  think  this  question  of  distance  is  one 
which  the  Government  ought  to  consider 
carefully.  I  have  in  my  mind  a  parish 
in  Leicestershire  where  it  was  found 
necessary  for  persons  living  in  one 
parish  to  have  allotments  in  another 
parish  some  distance  away.  I  do  not 
think  the  Government  would  do  a  hard- 
ship to  anyone  by  making  the  distance 
in  the  provision  two  miles  instead  of 
one* 

Mr.  RITCHIE  :  I  think  the  point  of 
the  hon.  Member  who  moved  the  Amend- 
ment was  this.  We  provide  in  the  Bill 
that  if  an  allotment  holder  goes  to  reside 
out  of  the  parish  which  grants  the  allot- 
ment then  he  shall  cease  to  be  an 
allotment  holder  in  that  parish.  The 
allotment  may  be  some  distance  from 
the  parish,  but  that  is  not  the  point. 
The  point  is  that  if  a  man  goes  into  a 
parish  and  the  authorities  have  pro- 
vided him  with  an  allotment,  and  he 
goes  and  lives  miles  away  from  that 
allotment  in  another  parish,  he  should 
go  to  that  new  parish  for  a  new  allot- 
ment; otherwise  he  would  be  holding  an 
allotment  which  ought  to  belong  to  a 
man  residing  in  the  parish  which  he 
has  left. 

Mr.  CHANNING :  I  will  not  discuss 
the  matter,  but  would  point  out  that 
what  was  previously  discussed  was  the 
question  of  fixity  of  tenure.  It  is  very 
desirable  that  allotment  tenants  should 
be  encouraged  to  improve  their  allot- 
ments, and  should  have  as  permanent 
an  interest  in  them  as  possible.  I  do 
not  think  the  Government  would  do  any 
harm  by  accepting  this  suggestion. 

The  CHAIRMAN:  Does  the  hon. 
Member  withdraw  his  Amendment  ? 

Mr.  COBB  :  Yes,  I  withdraw  it. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

The  CHAIRMAN:  The  next  Amend- 
ment is  in  the  name  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  East  Northamptonshire. 

Mr.  SEALEHAYNE  (Devon,  Ash- 
burton)  :  I  think  the  next  is  in  my 
name — in  lines  12  and  13,  to  leave  out 
"  one  month,"  and  to  insert  "  six 
months."  The  sub-section  provides  that 
\  the  tenancy  shall  terminate  one  month 
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who  manage  the  allotments  already 
existing  by  Statute  to  absolutely  trans- 
fer all  their  duties  and  responsibilities 
to  an  authority  which,  after  all,  is  only 
about  to  be  set  up. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SEALE-HAYNE  :  I  should  like 
to  move  my  second  Amendment. 

The  chairman  :  It  refers  to  the 
same  point. 

Mb.  SEALE-HAYNE  :  It  refers  to 
a  different  set  of  allotment  authorities — 
the  authorities  who  were  constituted 
under  the  Act  of  1882.  There  is  a  dif- 
ference in  the  allotments;  the  ground 
which  the  allotments  authorities  consti- 
tuted in  1882  have  is  valuable  and  good 
ground,  while  the  ground  in  the  hands 
of  the  allotments  authorities  constituted 
under  the  Inclosure  Act  of  1845  is  very 
poor.  We  all  supposed  when  the  Act 
of  1882  was  passed  that  the  working 
classes  would  be  able  to  get  allotments 
out  of  the  charity  lands.  As  a  matter  of 
fact,  they  have  hardly  been  able  to  do 
so  on  account  of  the  alteration  made  in 
the  Bill  which  compelled  them  to  apply 
to  the  Charity  Commissioners  in  London, 
instead  of  applying,  as  the  Bill  was  ori- 
ginally drawn,  to,  I  think,  the  County 
Court,  or,  at  all  eyeots,'  to  some  Local 
Authority.  I  wish  to  give  to  the  newly- 
constituted  allotments  authorities  power, 
if  they  desire  to  possess  it,  of  acquiring 
charity  lands. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  7, 
line  31,  leave  out  the  words  *'may  if 
they  think  fit,"  and  insert  the  words 
''shall,  if  required  by  the  sanitary  au- 
thority."— {Mr.  SealeSayne.) 

Question  proposed,  *'That  the  words 
proposed  to  Deleft  out  stand  part  of  the 
Clause." 

Mb.  JESSE  COLLINGS  (Birming- 
ham, Bordesley)  :  I  hope  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber (Mr  Seale-Hayne)  will  not  persevere 
with  this  Amendment.  The  Allotments 
Act  of  1882  does  not  set  up  any  new  au- 
thority at  all,  but  the  local  trustees  are 
the  same  under  the  Act  as  they  were 
before  ;  and  in  a  variety  of  cases  these 
trustees  hold  lands  part  of  which  come 
under  the  Act  of  1882,  and  part  of 
which  do  not.  It  will  be  very  difficult, 
thraefore,  for  the  Sanitary  Authorities 
to  take  over  the  lands  without  te^ng 
over  the  obli«itionB  of  the  trustees  in 
rospeet  of  fuel  and  othcit  doles,  and  at 
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the  same  time  dealing  with  the  educa- 
tional matters  which  come  under  the 
same  trusteeships,  and  whioh  are  not 
affected  by  the  Allotments  Act  of  1882. 
My  hon.  Friend  is  quite  mistaken  in  his 
suggestion  that  the  Act  has  not  been 
enforced.     It  has  been  enforced. 

Mb.  SEALE-HAYNE:  I  wiU  not 
detain  the  Committee. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Clause  agreed  to. 

Clause  11  (As  to  combination  of 
parishes  and  contributory  places). 

Mb.  EITCHIE  :  I  beg  to  move  the 
Amendment  which  stands  in  my  name. 

Amendment  proposed, 

In  page  8,  line  8,  after  the  word  ''  place,"  to 
insert  the  words,  "  and  the  Parliamentary  elec- 
tors for  the  contribating  place  shall  be  the 
persons  registered  in  any  list  of  Parliamentary 
electors  for  any  parish  wholly  in  such  contri- 
butory place,  or  for  any  parish  partly  therein, 
if  registered  in  respect  of  any  qaalifioataon, 
situate  in  such  contributory  plaoe.*'— (ifr. 
Ritchie.) 

Question  proposed,  ''That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

Mb.  JESSE  COLLINGS  :  I  am  not 
quite  sure,  I  perfectly  understand  the 
meaning  of  the  Amendment,  and  I 
should  like  the  right  hon.  G-entleman  to 
explain  its  purport  in  a  few  words. 

Mb.  EITCHIE:  There  may  be  a 
parish  partly  under  an  urban  authority 
and  partly  under  a  rural  authority.  The 
Parliamentary  Ee^ister  includes  the 
whole,  and  the  object  of  this  Amend- 
ment is  to  take  the  Parliamentaiy 
Eegister  for  the  purposes  of  the  BilL 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  12  (Extent  of  Act). 

Colonel  NOLAN  (Qalway,  N.):  I 
have  an  Amendment  down,  the  object  of 
which  is  to  extend  the  operation  of  the 
Act  to  Ireland.  As  we  are  pressed  for 
time,  perhaps  the  Qovernment  will  con- 
cede the  Amendment  at  once. 

Mb.  RITCHIE :  I  confess  the  matter 
has  not  been  considered  with  reference 
to  Ireland,  but  perhaps  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Gentleman  will  accept  an  assur- 
ance from  me  that  between  now  and  the 
time  of  Eeport  the  G-OYcmment  will 
consider  whether  it  is  for  them,  without 
modifications,  to  extend  the  operation 
of  the  measure  to  Soothmd  Mtd  Irdaad. 
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Sir  GEORGE  CAMPBELL  (Kirk- 
caldy, &o.) :  I  almost  hope  that  this 
Act  will  not  be  extended  to  Scotland, 
unless  it  is  greatly  altered. 

OoLON£L  NOLAN  :  I  am  quite  willing 
that  the  question  shall  be  postponed 
until  Eeport,  but  I  think  we  may  strike 
out  the  words  "or  Ireland"  now.  Of 
course,  it  is  idle  for  me  to  go  into  the 
reasons  why  the  Bill  should  be  applied 
to  Ireland. 

Mb.  RITCHIE :  It  is  a  mere  ques- 
tion of  form.  What  I  understand  the 
hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  wishes  is 
that  the  words  *'  or  Ireland  "  should  be 
struck  out,  but  that  that  is  not  to  be 
taken  as  prejudicing  the  case  as  regards 
Ireland  or  Scotland.  On  the  part  of 
the  Government,  I  ask  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Gentleman  to  thoroughly  under- 
stand that,  by  omitting  these  words  now, 
we  do  in  no  way  agree  to  the  principle 
of  his  Amendment. 

Colonel  NOLAN  :  I  beg  to  move  the 
omission  of  the  words  **  or  Ireland."  I 
think  that  the  Bill  would  be  far  more 
valuable  to  Ireland  than  the  Labourers' 
Act.  As  the  Chairman  of  a  Union  in 
Ireland  I  have  had  a  great  deal  to  do 
with  the  consideration  of  these  matters. 
Of  course,  it  is  quite  understood  that  if 
the  Government  assent  to  my  Amend- 
ment they  are  quite  free  to  deal  with 
the  question  on  Report  in  any  way  they 
please. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  8, 
line  14,  to  leave  out  the  words  ''or 
Ireland."— ( CofoW  Nolan.) 

Question  proposed,  ''  That  the  words 
'  or  Ireland '  stand  part  of  the  Clause." 

Dr.  CLARK  (Caithness) :  Why  not 
leave  out  Scotland  as  well,  and  so  have 
the  whole  question  considered  on  Re- 
port? 

Db.  tanner  (Cork  Co.,  Mid):  I 
hope  this  Bill  may  extend  to  Ireland, 
and  I  warmly  support  the  arguments 
which  have  been  adduced  by  my  hon. 
and  gallant  Friend  the  Member  for 
North  Galway  (Colonel  Nolan).  I  ob- 
ject, however,  to  the  question  being 
postponed  until  Report ;  during  the 
course  of  this  debate  matter  after  matter 
has  been  put  off  until  the  Report  stage. 
What  does  that  mean  ?  It  means  that 
hon.  Members  are  to  be  called  together 
again;  there  will  have  to  be  another 
whip  of  hon.  Members  who  are  now 


worn  out  with  fatigue.    I  really  think 

the  right  hon.  Gentleman  who  is  in 
charge  of  this  measure  ought  to  be  able 
to  make  up  his  mind  at  once,  and  tell  us 
whether  he  will  or  will  not  grant  what 
we  now  demand.  We  demand  that  this 
Bill  shall  be  extended  to  Ireland,  so  that 
if  there  is  any  good  in  it — and  I  am 
not  prepared  to  say  there  is  much  good 
in  it — the  Irish  labourers  may  receive 
the  advantage  of  it.  We  claim  for  the 
agricultural  labourers  in  Ireland  the 
same  advantage  you  extend  to  the  Eng- 
lish agricultural  labourers.  My  hon. 
and  gallant  Friend  made  allusion  just 
now  to  the  working  of  the  Labourers' 
Act  in  Ireland,  but  he  did  not  mention 
the  fact  that  our  labourers,  under  the 
Labourers'  Act,  never  get  half  an  acre. 
I  think  that  what  is  sauce  for  the  Eng- 
lish labourer  is  sauce  for  the  Irish  la- 
bourer. I  do  not,  however,  rise  for  the 
purpose  of  inflicting  a  speech  upon  the 
Committee.  \_Crie8  of  **  Hear,  hear ! "] 
Hon.  Gentlemen  should  understand  that, 
up  to  this,  I  have  not  opened  my  mouth 
upon  this  Bill,  and  that  now  I  am  only 
standing  up  in  the  interests  of  the  Irish 
labourers.  I  call  upon  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  President  of  the  Looal 
Government  Board  to  make  up  his  mind 
at  once  whether  he  will  extend  the 
operation  of  this  Bill,  such  as  it  is,  to 
the  Irish  labourers. 

Mb.  RITCHIE :  Let  me  remind  the 
Committee  that  the  question  is  that  the 
clause  which  excludes  Ireland  shall  be 
omitted.  The  Government  accept  the 
omission,  having  undertaken  to  consider 
the  whole  question  before  Report.  What 
is  being  done  now  is  entirely  in  contra- 
diction of  the  course  suggested  by  the 
hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  the  Mem- 
ber for  North  Galway. 

Mr.  BIGGAR  (Cavan,  W.) :  Permit 
me  to  say  one  word.  There  is  no  inten- 
tion to  talk  the  Bill  out. 

Dk.  TANNER :  I  rise  to  a  point  of 
Order.  I  want  to  know  whether,  when 
my  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  West 
Cavan  said,  he  had  no  intention  of  talk- 
ing the  Bill  out,  the  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  the  Bordesley  Division 
of  Birmingham  (Mr.  Jesse  Ceilings)  was 
in  Order  in  saying  that  my  hon.  Friend 
had  every  intention  of  doing  so. 

The  chairman  :  I  heard  no  such 
observation. 

Db  TANNER:  It  was  said  so  de- 
liberately in  my  hearing. 
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Mb.  BIGGAE  :  I  not  only  have  no 
wish  to  talk  this  Bill  out,  but  I  hope  it 
will  not  be  talked  out  by  anyone  else. 
The  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  the 
Bordesley  Division  of  Birmingham  is  at 
perfect  liberty  to  disbelieve  what  I  say, 
but  I  think  that  my  words  are  entitled 
to  as  muoh  credence  as  his.  I  hope  this 
Bill  will  be  a  workable  Bill ;  whether  it 
will  be  I  do  not  know.  The  great  mis- 
fortune in  regard  to  the  Irish  Labourers' 
Cottages  Bill,  which  was  passed  in  one 
Session  and  amended  in  another  Ses- 
sion, has  been  the  extraordinary  ex- 
pense in  connection  with  the  working  of 
the  machinery  of  that  Bill.  In  addition 
to  that  the  object  of  the  Labourers' 
Cottages  Bill,  which  gave  half  an  acre 
was  to  build  cottages  for  labourers 
giving  the  land  in  addition.  The  result 
of  the  application  of  this  Bill  to  Ireland 
will  be  that  labourers  in  villages  will  be 
enabled  to  get  small  patches  of  land  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  their  villages,  and 
that  will  be  of  great  advantage  to  these 
people,  because  in  Ireland  the  land- 
lord  

Mr.  JESSE  OOLLINGS :  I  rise  to 
Order,  Sir.  Is  it  in  Order  for  the  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  West  Oavan 
(Mr.  Biggar)  to  discuss  the  question  of 
the  relations  between  Irish  landlords 
and  their  tenants  on  the  question  whe- 
ther Ireland  shall  be  retained  in  the 
Bill? 

Thb  OHAIEMAN:  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  West  Oavan  would  not  be  in 
Order  in  entering  upon  a  general  dis- 
cussion such  as  that,  but  I  rather  ima- 
gine the  hon.  Gentleman  is  approaching 
the  end  of  his  observations. 

Mb.  BIGGAE :  Let  me  give  an  illus- 
tration. The  land  round  the  town  of 
Castlebar  is  covered  with  grass,  but 
there  is  no  accommodation  in  the  shape 
of  town  parks  or  otherwise.  Now,  if 
this  Bill  is  extended  to  Ireland,  the 
residents  of  Castlebar  will  be  able  to  get 
possession  of  parts  of  this  grass  land, 
and  thus  be  able  to  rent  land  for  the 
ordinary  purposes  of  accommodation. 
The  Bill  will  be  of  great  advantage  to 
Ireland.  If  it  is  inoperative,  it  certainly 
will  do  no  material  harm. 

Mb.  EITOHIE:  Let  me  make  an 
appeal  to  hon.  Gentlemen  below  the 
Gangway  opposite.  We  have  promised 
to  consider  the  question  of  Ireland ;  we 
desire  that  this  Bill  should  be  passed 
through  Committee  to-day  in  order  that 


it  may  be  reprinted  so  that  we  may 
lay  it  before  the  Irish  Government,  and 
receive  their  opinion  as  to  whether  there 
is  any  objection  to  its  application  to  Ire- 
land. It  is  imperative,  if  it  is  to  be  re- 
printed and  submitted  to  the  Irish 
Executive,  that  the  Committee  stage 
should  be  finished  to-day. 

Db.  TANNEE  :  I  trust  that  when  the 
Bill  is  referred  to  the  Irish  Executive 
the  recommendations  made  to  that  body 
will  be  made  not  merely  in  good  faith, 
but  that  all  the  power  which  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  is  capable  of  exereising 
upon  the  Executive  to  induce  them  to 
extend  the  benefits  of  the  Bill  to  the 
Irish  labourers  will  be  brought  to  bear. 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
''That  Clause  12,  as  amended,  stand 
part  of  the  Bill." 

Sib  GEOEGE  CAMPBfiLL :  I  should 
not  like  anything  I  have  said  to  be  re- 
sponsible for  the  retention  of  this  clause. 
I  wish  to  have  a  Bill  of  this  kind  for 
Scotland ;  but  I  wish  to  haye  a  good 
Bill.  I  believe  that  a  Bill  which  does 
not  include  buildings  and  gardens  will 
not  be  a  good  Bill. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Clause  13  (Definition  of  county  autho- 
rity). 

Amendment  proposed, 

In  page  8,  line  18,  leave  out  from  "  eittb- 
lished,"  to  '<  and,"  in  line  20,  and  insort  *<ihiB 
powers  and  duties  of  the  coonty  aatlunitr 
under  this  Act  shall  be  exercised  and  perfonnfld 
by  the  Local  Gh>yemment  Bourd,  and  the  pro- 
visions of  this  Act  and  of  the  enactments  iooor- 
porated  with  this  Act  shall  accordingly  be  oca- 
struod  with  the  necessary  modifioation.*'— {Jfr. 
Ritchie.) 

Question  proposed,  ''That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  Uie 
Clause/'  put,  and  negatived. 

Question,  'J  That  the  words  proposed 
be  there  inserted,"  put,  agreed  to. 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  14  (Definitions). 

Sir  GEORGE  CAMPBELL  (Erk- 
caldy,  &c.) :  I  beg  to  propose  to  insert 
in  page  8,  after  line  24,  that  ''  the  ex- 
pression *  allotment '  includes  a  garden." 
Aocordiug  to  the  Amendment  upon  t^ 
Paper  my  intention  was  to  move  that 
''  allotment "  should  also  include  ground 
used  for  pasture,  but  as  that  has  been 
already  negatived,  I  wish  to  omit  that 
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part  of  my  Amendment,  and  simply  to 
move  that  '*  allotment "  shall  include  a 
garden.  I  have  adopted  the  suggestion 
of  the  noble  Marquess  the  Member  for 
the  Bossendale  Division  of  Lancashire 
(the  Marquess  of  Hartington)  that  we 
should  put  in  words  providing  that  the 
term  '* allotment"  should  include  a 
garden,  and  I  understand  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  President  of  the  Local 
Gtoyernment  Board  (Mr.  Bitchie)  is  pre- 
pared to  accept  the  suggestion.  I  want, 
noweyer,  to  be  sure  that  the  word  does 
include  a  garden.  The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman has  told  us  that  it  includes  field 
gardens,  garden  allotments,  and  other 
things  of^that  kind,  but  he  has  never 
said  it  includes  a  garden.  I  have  seen 
many  field  gardens,  and  all  I  can  say  is 
that,  if  we  do  not  include  bond  fidt 
gardens  which  may  be  contiguous  to 
cottages,  we  shall  make  a  great  mistake. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  8,  after 
line  24,  to  insert  the  words  ' '  the  ex- 
pression 'allotment'  includes  a  garden." 
— {Sir  Qiorge  Campbell,) 

Question,  ''  That  those  words  be  there 
inserted,"  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Mb.  COBB  (Warwickshire,  S.E., 
Bugby) :  I  beg  tio  propose  to  insert, 
after  the  word  **  includes  "  in  line  32, 
the  words  *'  pasture  and  arable  and."  I 
have  had  some  doubt,  while  the  Bill 
has  been  going  through  Committee, 
whether  hon.  Members  opposite  actually 
mean  that  the  expression  '^  land  "  really 
does  include  pasture.  The  other  night 
an  hon.  Member  said  he  hoped  some 
words  would  be  put  in  to  make  it  clear 
that ''  land  "  does  not  include  meadow 
land.  I  think  it  should  include  all  land. 
The  limitation  of  the  size  of  allotments 
to  one  acre  rather  presumes  that  the 
land  should  not  be  pasture  land,  because 
one  acre  of  pasture  land  would  be  of 
Tory  little  use. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  8, 
line  32,  after  '^  includes,"  insert  the 
words  '*  pasture  and  arable  and." — 
(Jfr.  Cobb.) 

Question  proposed,  ^^That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

Mb.  bitchie  :  The  Amendment  is 
quite  unnecessary. 

Mb.  COBB :  There  can  be  no  harm 
done  by  the  insertion  of  the  words. 

Mb.  OHANNING  (Northampton,  E.): 
As  the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 


the  Bordesley  Division  of  Birmingham 
(Mr.  Jesse  CoUings)  knows,  one  of  the 
most  frequent  di£Qculties  in  securing  land 
for  allotments  under  the  Allotments  Ex- 
tension Act,  1882,  so  that  the  Trustees 
of  the  Charity  land  almost  always  try 
to  obtain  a  certificate  of  urban  validity 
from  the  Charity  Commissioners,  on  the 
ground  that  the  land  is  pasture.  I  think 
it  is  only  reasonable  the  Local  Authority 
should  have  power. 

Mr.  BITCHIE :  1  do  not  think  the 
words  are  at  all  necessary,  but  I  have 
no  objection  to  their  insertion. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Mb.  SEALB-HAYNE  (Devon,  Ash- 
burton) :  It  will  be  impossible  to  take 
all  the  new  clauses  to-night,  and  there- 
fore I  think  it  will  be  well  that  we 
should  now  report  Progress. 

Mr.  COBB  :  I  am  sure  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  President  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  (Mr.  Bitchie)  will 
admit  we  have  done  everything  we  can 
to  get  the  Bill  through.  The  only  object 
in  reprinting  the  Bill  is  that  it  shall  be 
sent  to  the  Irish  Authorities.  I  do  not 
Bee  why  we  should  be  debarred  from 
having  some  discussion  upon  the  new 
clauses.  I  appeal  to  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  to  allow  us  time  for  their 
consideration,  assuring  him,  at  the  same 
time,  that  there  will  be  no  unreasonably 
long  discussion. 

Mb.  BITCHIE:  There  are  one  or 
two  clauses  which  are  not  opposed.  I 
think  we  might  put  them  in  and  leave 
the  others  over. 

New  Clause — 

(Power  to  make  scheme  for  provision  of  com- 
mon pasture.) 

"  Where  it  appears  to  any  sanitary  authority 
that,  as  regards  their  district,  if  urhan,  or  any 
parish  in  their  district,  if  rural,  land  can  be 
acquired  for  affording  common  pasture  at  such 
price  or  rent  that  all  expenses  incurred  by  the 
sanitary  authority  in  acquiring  the  land  and 
otherwise  in  relation  to  the  land  when  acquired, 
may  reasonably  be  expected  to  be  recouped  out 
of  the  charges  paid  in  respect  thereof,  and  that 
the  acquisition  of  such  land  is  desirable  in  view 
of  the  wants  and  circumstances  of  the  labouring 
population,  such  sanitary  authority  may  submit 
to  the  county  authority  for  the  county  in  which 
the  district  or  parish  is  wholly  or  partly  situate 
a  scheme  for  providing  such  common  pasture, 
and  the  county  authority,  if  satisfied  of  the  ex- 
pediency of  such  scheme,  may  by  order  autho- 
rise the  sanitary  authority  to  carry  it  into 
effect,  and  upon  such  order  being  made  this 
Act  shall,  with  the  necefsary   modifications, 

I  nird  Night.  | 
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*z-^j  hi  Iax  lucL  w  ^    iJiiCTumra'    jl  in*  ±i^ 
z=«il&^i  I'lmnxinL  laiBnr*.  miL    zisxc    TTi'miei. 

t&s  Aic  TSAj  ci^fBiL  II  :*yii';fc:7TUf  ^H  '.iriinTr 

^c  ■^^^■»*»»'«  DiL  t3if  KnnzmnL  lamci.  11   Ld* 

i2ij£  7«e9cmi  :n~.ii.rftL  «i  Tm  "Sisn    nxc 

«-rTT*>«y  -7  :•§  rmr*-!  kc  loii  rtt*  :: joidouu 

^■"t^  lb*  'ftargqa  "n  m  TLHie  57r  *^:fi   ur-naL 
:C3rsrv=K  s:  r^fr'narix  ^us  amrrnim  iiw- 

the  ClA^ise  be  nmi  m  9scocfi  zi 
and  €frted  U. 

Clause  «AM  n>  lae  BZL 
New  Clanae-- 

^  The  auiifeftry  1:3:2.  rciij  v.C  sk-ssn  &  r*_ 
ter  to  be  Wp<  sSiiOvin^  tb*  pir&^r^an  :i  zhji 
tenmncr,  ieiCf*s«.  sci  m.:  :f  e^ 
let,  ftnd  of  the  nnlcc  aZi-CziSCIk.  sal  i^zi^fi.  r 
ter  slt&Il  b«  open  to  th«  ^Tiar>.ufp:e  li  r 
pavers  in  tLe  toban  diKrlcs  zr 
which  the  allocat^is  L&re  :^ 
SQch  manner  aj  stirt*  preacxiS?d  rr  it.*  rhrs- 
lations  made  onder  itzs  A-.-f  Ij  i^e  n^^rr 
aathoritr,  and  anyra:epay€r  otwfisz  cissrrzz  :r 
parish,  without  paying  anv  f«i».  ssay  liki  «»;:•« 
of   or    extracts   from    tach  K^^ister," — 'Mr. 

— brought  upy  and  read  the  first  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Qaestion,  "That 
the  Clause  be  read  a  second  time,''  put. 
and  agreed  to. 

Clause  added  to  the  Bill. 

Bill  reported:  as  amended,  to  be  con- 
sidered upon  Thursdiiif  next,  and  to  be 
printed.  [Bill  887.] 

TRAMWAYS  AND  PUBLIC  COMPANIES 

(IRELAND)  ACTS  AMENDMENT  BILL. 

{Colonel  Xolatif  Mr.  James  O'Brien,  Mr,  F^ley, 

Mr.  Shirley.) 
[bill   252.]      COMMITTEE. 

Order  for  Committee  read. 

Colonel  NOLAN,  in  moving  that  the 
Speaker  do  leave  the  Chair,  said,  he 
would  appeal  to  his  hon.  Friend  (Mr, 
Biggar)  not  to  persist  in  his  opposition 
to  the  Bill,  which  materially  aflPected  his 
(Colonel  Nolan's)  constituents,  and  those 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  South  Mayo — 
inhabitants  of  Claremorrls.  The  object 
of  the  Billjwas  to  remove  a  technical 
objection,  and  really  the  constituents  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  Cavan  were  no 
more  affected  by  it  than  they  were  by  the 
tiurz  Canal.  It  would  be  a  great  dis- 
appointment to  his  (Ci)lonel  Nolan's) 
coustituonttt    if   the  Bill  did  not  pass 


srzim  21  afe  1^ 
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and  he  woald  ask 
to  mDow  his  oppo- 
form  of  blocking  the 
p«t  it  to  a  Division, 
Irish  Members  voted. 

Qaestion  proposed, 
r  do  BOW  leave  the 


Ml.  IL  J-  KEXXY  rXyroDe,  Mid) : 
3»  1^  verr  veQ.  Vte  would  accept 
QcxSja  id  ihe  Iiish  Members ;  but 
I  azL  Ai&aii  we  should  have  English 
M-£CLt«H  aatofemg  in  our  affairs  and 
ixfi-TMrag  she  deason.  Mj  objection 
!.>  zLi  Bd  is  that  it  rontaina  a  principle, 
xxtbiTzimg  the  whole  of  Irdand,  which 

12  so  o&3faoxi-xu  to  me  that^  nnder  all  the 
iiiz^-i^Mntem.  I  shall  oppose  it.  Tiiat 
pcfs-aple  is  that  money  shall  be  bor- 

\  lowed    fvjr  the   conatraction    of   Irish 
work&  Iiifth  pn^pertj  bein^  mortgaged 

!  tjt  tie  valae.  

Ma-  J,  F.  X.  (^BBIEN  (Majo,8.): 
I  djizi  t>  m3ve  "That  the  Qaestioa 
be  Eow  pat," 

Question  pat  aoeordinglyy  "  That  the 
Question  be  now  put." 

The  House  dirtied: — ^Ajea  80;  Noes 

13  :  MajoritT  67.— ^Dir.  List»  No.  430.) 

[5.40  P.M.] 

Whereupon  Mr.  Sfkakkr  declared 
that  the  Qaestion  was  not  decided  in  the 
affirmative,  because  it  was  not  supported 
bv  the  majority  prescribed  by  the  Stand- 
ing Order  of  the  18th  Mardk,  1887. 

Original  Question  again  proposed, 
''  That  Mr.  Speaker  do  now  leave  the 
Chair." 

It  being  a  quarter  of  an  hour  before 
Six  of  the  clock,  the  Debate  stood 
adjourned  till  Monday  next. 


BUSINESS  OF  THE  HOUSE— ABRANGE- 
MENT  OF  PUBLIC  BUSINESS. 

In  reply  to  Dr.  Tahnbb  (Cork  Oo., 

Mid), 

The  secretary  to  the  TBEA- 
SURY  (Mr.  Jackson)  (Leeds,  N.}  said, 
it  was  proposed  to  take  the  Constabuhury 
Vote  first  on  Monday,  and  subsequently 
the  other  Irish  Yotes  in  the  order  in 
which  they  were  set  down.  He  under 
stood  that  course  would  be  for  the  con- 
venience of  the  Irish  Members. 

Houfe  adjourned  at  ten  minates  befture 
Six  o*olook  till  Monday  nast. 


lOUSE    OF    COMMONS, 
Hondas/,  29f^  ^t^uil,  1887. 


UINDTES.]— SvFPLT— cOTMiibnrf  in  CammilU4 
— OiT:b  Sbkvicb  Estimates  ;  Class  Til.— 
Law  and  JuaricB,   Vote  30 

Public  Bills— JMontfAta^iM?— Local  Gorem- 
msnt  Boundaries*  [324];  Bankruptcy  (Dis- 
charge and  CloauTs)  ■  [327]. 

CMunrftw  —  Technical  Schools  (Scotland)* 
[SS8I-iLr. 

QUESTIONS. 


BOABD  OF  NATIONAL  EDUCATION 
(IHELAND)  —  DISMISSAL  OF  MR. 
OnNNINGHAM. 

Mft.  DEA8Y  {Mayo,  W.)  asked  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieuteoant 
of  Ireland,  Whether  the  usual  course 
pOTBued  by  the  Board  of  National  Edu- 
oatiou  in  Ireland,  in  the  case  of  a 
teacher  ncmued  of  an  offence  against  the 
law,  u  to  await  the  issue  of  a  trial  ' 
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has  concluded  his  exantiaation  ioto  the 
facts  represented  in  the  Memorial  of  the 
auxiliary  postmen ;  and,  when  he  coa- 
sidera  he  will  be  able  to  give  an  answer 

to  the  MemOTJalists  P 

The  postmaster  GENERAL  (Mr. 

Baikes)  (Cambridge  University):  Yep, 

and   I  have   communicated    my 


answer  to  the  Memorialists. 

EXCISE  —  ADULTERATION     OF    FOOD 

AND  DRINK-LAW  IN  FOREIGN 

COUNTRIES. 

Mr.  KtMBEB  (Wandsworth)  asked 
Mr.  Ohanoellor  of  the  Esohequer,  Whe- 
ther  Her  Majesty's  Qovernmeot  will,  in 
the  Recess,  examine  the  laws  agaiuet 
the  adulteration  of  food  in  force  in  other 
places,  for  example,  the  City  of  Paris, 
where,  ia  the  case  of  a  first  offence,  the 
offender  is  fined,  upon  the  second  offenoe 
the  premises  are  temporarily  closed 
and  the  cause  of    their  being    closed 

'led    upon    the    door,    imprisonment 


Court  of  Law  before   dismissing  him;  ;■  f?"""!^?  "PO"  «  third  offence,   with  a 
an/f  .l..tl.»  ihi.  ™..™»  -==  t.vL  ™;»v,    Tiew,  if  it  be  found  necessary,  of  intro- 


and,  whether  thi 


e  was  taken  with 


Mr.'  Cunningham,  teacher  of  Tonragee  ^"*^"?  " .?'"  '°  ^^^  !'""^''«  ?«f '?°  **» 

School,  in  tleWeshwrt  District,  who  g^ant  further  powers  to  preventadnltera- 

has  been  dismissed  for  an  alleged  libel  m  °:nCTiMr'T?rTr>Tj.,»^™T?TmrTP 

on  Mr.  Henn.  E.M.  ?  ^^^^^^S^^'^^^^^or  ^'^- 

Thi!  parliamentary  under  S^  ^a    ■   <*°s°?;f"')  (»'■  <««"8e". 


SECRETARY  (Colonel  Kufo-HiEMAMJ 
(Kent,  Isle  of  Thanet)  (who  replied) 
said,  he  was  informed  that  the  usual 
course  pursued  by  the  Commissioners  of 
National  Education,  where  a  charge 
admitted  of  being  made  the  subject  of 
a  criminal  investigation,  was  to  airait 
the  issue  of  such  ptoaeoution.  In  the 
case  mentioned  in  the  Question,  how- 
erer,  there  was  no  such  prosecution. 

Mk.  DEASY  inquired,  if  it  was  a 
fact  that  a  man  who  resided  in  the  dis- 
triot  attended  before  the  Commisuoners 
aod  stated  that  it  was  he,  and  not  Mr. 
Cunningham,  who  wrote  the  libel? 

CoLOHKL  EINQ.HABMAN  said,  he 
vaa  not  aware.  As  he  understood  it, 
the  libel  was  contained  in  a  communica- 
tiOD  to  a  newspaper;  and,  on  being 
threatened  with  proceedings,  the  pro- 
prietors of  the  paper  gave  the  letter  up, 
when  it  was  found  to  be  in  Mr.  Cun- 
ningham's writing. 

POST    OFFICE  —  MEMORIAL    OF 

AUXILIARY  POSTMEN. 

ICb.  KIMBER  (Wandsworth)  asked 

the  Foatmaater  General,  WhatW   he 


Hanover  Square) :  The  Inland  Revenue 
officers  do  not  consider  that  their  powers 
are  insufficient  for  preventing  the 
adulteration  of  beer;  and  as  I  doubt 
whether  the  House  of  Commons  would 
mould  the  punishments  for  offences 
against  the  law  on  the  example  of  the 
City  of  Paris,  I  am  not  prepared  to 
answer  the  Question  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber in  the  affirmative. 

CIHINA  AND  FRANCE-THB  NEW  COM- 
MERCIAL TEEATT-THE  FORT  OF 
NAN-NINO. 

Me.  WEBSTER  (St.  Panoras,  E.) 
asked  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs,  Whether,  in  regard  to 
the  new  Commercial  Treaty  between 
Prance  and  China,  it  is  proposed,  in 
conjunction  with  the  other  "Treaty 
Powers,"  to  enter  into  negotiations  with 
the  Imperial  Government  of  China  with 
a  view  to  opening  to  international  com< 
merce  of  the  Fort  of  Nan-Ning,  on  the 
upper  part  of  the  Canton  River  ? 

Thb  UNDER  SECRETARY  os 
STATE  (Sir  Jakes  Feroussoh)  (Man- 
cheeter,  n.E.) :  HerHt^ea^'s  Minister 
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in  China  has  been  instructed  to  ask  the 
Chinese  Government  to  give  such  faci- 
lities for  the  navigation  by  foreign 
steam  vessels  of  the  Canton  River  and 
other  waterways  of  Southern  China  as 
will  enable  British  trade  to  compete  on 
fairly  equal  terms  with  the  trade  across 
the  frontier  of  Tonquin,  which  has  been 
opened  to  France  by  the  Commercial 
Convention  of  Tien-Tsin. 

PRISONS  (IRELAND)— THE  GOVERNOR 
OF  ARMAGH  PRISON-MEMORIAL  OF 
WARDERS. 

Mb.  BLANE  (Armagh,  S.)  asked  the 

Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 

of  Ireland,  If  the  Governor  of  Armagh 

Prison  stopped  an  application  addressed 

by  the  warders  to  the  Chairman  of  the 

General  Prisons'    Board    on  the  plea 

that— 

**  Any  document  signed  collectively  by  the 
staff  being  contrary  to  the  Regulations,  in  fact 
amounting  to  a  broach  of  discipline  ; " 

whether  a  like  Memorial  was  forwarded 
bv  the  staff  of  Dundalk  Prison  and  other 
prisons,  and  the  requests  granted  by  the 
Board ;  and,  whether  a  complaint  has 
been  made  by  one  of  the  officers  of 
Armagh  Prison  against  the  Governor, 
about  the  23rd  of  July,  1887,  for  per- 
mitting two  of  his  officers  to  exempt 
themselves  from  evening  and  night  duty 
to  parade  town  from  6  p.m.  and  on  Sun- 
days from  1  o'clock,  whilst  the  re- 
mainder of  the  staff  are  kept  on  duty  for 
four  consecutive  evenings  till  10  p.m., 
and  are  only  off  two  evenings,  from  6.20. 
one  evening  and  7  p.m.  the  second 
evening,  and  obliged  to  do  night  guards 
every  sixth  night  ? 

The  PARLIAMENTAEY  UNDER 
SECRETARY  (Colonel  Kinq-Habman) 
(Kent,  Isleof  Thanet)  ( who  replied)  said : 
The  Governor  of  Armagh  Prison  did, 
on  a  recent  occasion,  refuse  to  send  for- 
ward a  communication  signed  by  the 
majority  of  the  subordinate  officers  of 
his  staff,  giving  the  reason  stated  in  the 
Question,  but  adding  that  if  the  officers 
submitted  applications  he  would  forward 
them  to  the  Board.  The  Governor  of 
Dundalk  Prison  states  that  at  no  time 
has  he  forwarded  such  a  Memorial ;  but 
it  has  occurred  that  on  former  occasions 
Memorials  of  this  nature  have  been 
forwarded  from  some  of  the  other  pri- 
sons, and  been  answered  by  the  Board. 
It  is,  however,  manifest  that  in  a  service 
such    as    the    Prison     Service,    where 

Str  Jame»  FerguBBon 


discipline  must  be  strict,  anything  in 
the  nature  of  a  round  robin  or  collectiTO 
note  from  the  subordinate  staff  is  highly 
undesirable.  One  of  the  warders  of 
Armagh  Prison  did  make  a  complaint 
of  the  nature  referred  to,  which  was 
duly  submitted  to  the  Board,  and  has 
been  forwarded  for  inquiry  and  report 
to  the  Inspector,  Captain  Hill,  who  will 
deal  with  the  matter  upon  his  return  to 
duty  from  leave  of  absence. 

POST    OFFICE— SUNDAY    NIGHT    DE- 
SPATCH OF  LETTERS. 

Mb.  D.  CRAWFORD  (Lanark,  N.E.) 
(for  Mr.  Laoaita)  (Dundee)  asked  the 
Postmaster  General,  Whether,  seeing 
how  few  people  are  aware  of  the  facilities 
for  the  despatch  of  letters  from  London 
to  the  Provinces  on  Sunday  night  by 
posting  them  at  the  railway  stations,  he 
will  cause  notices  giving  this  information 
to  be  posted  up  in  the  receiving  houses 
throughout  the  Metropolis;  and,  whe- 
ther he  will  cause  the  same  information 
to  bo  clearly  given  in  the  index  to  the 
quarterly  Post  Office  Guide  ? 

The  postmaster  GENERAL  (Mr. 
Raikes)  (Cambridge  University),  in 
reply,  said,  the  arrangements  for  posting 
letters  on  Sundays  at  railway  stations  in 
London  were  clearly  shown  in  the  Pott 
Office  Guide,  at  p.  174,  and  also  in  the 
cheaper  publication  called  the  Po9t  Ofiee 
Handbook,  which  could  be  obtained  at 
any  post-office.  As  he  would  soon  have 
to  consider  the  whole  question  of  Sunday 
posting  in  connection  with  the  Report 
of  the  Committee,  which  has  recently 
sat  on  the  subject,  he  thought  it  bettor 
to  defer  for  the  present  his  reply  to  the 
second  part  of  the  hon.  Member's  Ques- 
tion. 

DISPENSARIES  (IRELAND)  —  MEDICAL 
DISPENSARY  DOCTOR  OF  DBUHQUIN, 
CO.  TYRONE. 

Mr.  M.  J.  KENNY  (Tyrone,  Mid) 
asked  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  If  the  Looal  Go- 
yemment  Board  ha^e  considered  the 
charge  of  neglect  of  duty  brought  bj 
Mr.  William  Hegarty,  of  Ourrafi^hma- 
call,  against  Dr.  Corry,  Medical  Dis- 
pensary Doctor  of  Drumquin,  in  the 
Castledery  Union,  County  Tyrone;  if 
he  can  state  the  effect  of  the  Kepoit  of 
the  Inspector;  and,  whether  the  Looal 
Government  Board  have  come  to  any 
decision  thereupon  ? 
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The  parliamentary  UNDER 
SECRETARY  (Colonel  Kixq  Harman) 
(Kent,  Isle  of  Thanet)  (who  replied) 
said:  The  alleged  neglect  of  duty  en 
the  part  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
is  at  present  being  inquired  into  by  the 
Local  Government  Board. 

SCOTLAND— WEIGHTS  AND  MEASURES 
AOT-COAL  WEIGHING  MACHINES— 
CRAIGHEAD  COLLIERY,  LANARK- 
SHIRE. 

Mb.  D.  CRAWFORD  (Lanark,  N.E.) 
asked  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department,  Whether  a  com- 
plaint was  recently  made  to  him  on  be- 
fialf  of  the  checkweighman  and  miners 
at  Craighead  Colliery,  in  Lanarkshire, 
that  they  suspected  the  weighing  ma- 
chines at  the  colliery  to  be  incorrect, 
and  that  they  had  unsuccessfully  ap- 

?lied  to  hare  them  tested  by  the  Local 
nspector ;  whether,  in  consequence  of 
this  complaint,  an  inspection  was  ordered 
which  took  place  on  the  21st  and  23rd 
July  last ;  whether  three  weighing  ma- 
chines were  examined  and  were  all  found 
to  be  incorrect,  two  of  them  greatly 
against  the  workmen ;  whether  the  Chief 
Constable  thereupon  lodged  an  informa- 
tion against  the  proprietors  with  the 
Procurator  Fiscal;  whether  the  Pro- 
curator Fiscal  has  taken  stops  for  a  pro- 
secution; whether,  in  this  and  similar 
cases  in  which  an  inspection  takes  place 
at  the  request  of  the  workmen,  he  will 
direct  that  access  to  the  official  Report 
of  the  inspection  be  given  to  the  check- 
weighman, or  some  other  person  repre- 
senting the  workmen ;  whether  an  in- 
spection of  the  weighing  machines  at 
the  same  colliery  took  place  in  January 
or  February  last  showing  similar  re- 
sults; whether  the  Procurator  Fiscal 
then  declined  to  prosecute ;  and,  if  so, 
on  what  grounds  ? 

The  secretary  of  STATE  (Mr. 
Matthews)  (Birmingham,  E.) :  I  am 
informed  by  the  Board  of  Trade  that  an 
inspection  of  three  machines  was  made 
on  the  dates  given.  Each  machine  was 
found  to  be  incorrect,  two  giving  results 
greatly  against  the  workmen,  and  one 
in  their  favour.  The  Chief  Constable 
lodged  an  information  as  stated.  I  am 
now  making  an  inquiry  of  the  Fiscal  as 
to  the  steps  he  has  taken,  and,  if  he  did 
not  institute  a  prosecution,  as  to  his  rea- 
sons. An  official  Report  is  not  generally 
made  by  the  Inspector  unless  proceed- 

YOL.  COCXX.    [tuibd  series.] 


ings  may  have  been  taken,  or  unless 
Local  Authorities  require  a  special  Re- 
port. In  either  case  the  official  Report 
is  made  to  the  Local  Authority,  who 
appoints  the  Inspector ;  and  neither  the 
Secretary  of  State  nor  the  Board  of 
Trade  has  power,  under  the  Weights 
and  Measures  Act,  to  direct  access  to 
these  Reports.  The  Board  of  Trade  has 
no  information  as  to  any  previous  in- 
spection of  the  weighing  machines  at 
this  colliery  in  January  or  February 
last.  At  present,  I  have  only  received 
a  telegram  from  the  Fiscal,  which  throws 
no  light  on  the  matter. 

WAR  OFFICE  (ORDNANCE  DEPART- 
MENT) —  STEEL  AND  COAL  CON- 
TRACTS FOR  MANUFACTURING  DE- 
PARTMENTS. 

Mr.  D.  CRAWFORD  (Lanark,  N.E.) 
asked  the  Surveyor  General  of  Ordnance, 
Whether,  out  of  27  firms  applied  to 
during  1886-7  for  tool  steel  for  the 
Manufacturing  Departments  of  the 
Army,  out  of  seven  firms  applied  to  for 
special  steel,  out  of  13  firms  applied  to 
for  pig  iron,  out  of  1 1  firms  applied  to 
for  engineers'  machine  tools,  out  of  four 
firms  on  the  list  for  supply  of  gas  coals, 
out  of  seven  firms  on  the  list  for  supply 
of  steam  coals,  out  of  18  firms  on  the 
list  for  supply  of  Hartley  coals,  out  of 
four  firms  on  the  list  for  supply  of  an- 
thracite coals,  no  firms  in  Scotland  were 
applied  to  or  were  on  the  list ;  whether, 
out  of  17  firms  applied  to  for  bar  iron, 
only  one  Scottish  firm,  and  whether,  out 
of  27  firms  applied  to  for  machine  tools, 
only  two  Scottish  firms  were  applied  to  ; 
and,  whether,  considering  the  import- 
ance and  dimensions  of  the  coal,  iron, 
and  steel  trades  in  Scotland,  he  will  con- 
sider the  propriety  of  giving  to  Scottish 
traders  a  more  adequate  share  of  the 
custom  of  the  Department  ? 

The  surveyor  GENERAL  (Mr. 
Nortiicote)  (Exeter)  :  The  facts  are  as 
stated  in  the  Question.  As  regards  the 
classes  of  coal  specified,  those  at  present 
obtained  are  considered,  both  as  regards 
price  and  quality,  to  be  preferable  to  the 
Scotch  coal.  With  reference  to  the  other 
supplies  named,  there  is  no  wish  to  dis- 
criminate against  Scotland,  and  any 
Scotch  firm  desirous  of  tendering  should 
apply  to  the  Director  of  Army  (Contracts. 
It  must,  however,  be  remembered  that 
the  supplies  have,  for  the  most  part,  to 
be  delivered  at  Woolwich ;  and  distance 
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tells  in  prices  of  articles  as  to  which 
there  is  keen  competition. 

WAR  OFFICE-HEAVY  GUN  PRACTICE 
FROM  TYNEIMOUTH  CASTLE. 

Mr.  JOIOEY  (Durham,  Chester-le- 
Street)  asked  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War,  Whether  he  is  aware  that  it  has 
recently  become  a  practice  to  fire  very 
large  guns  from  Tynemouth  Castle, 
thereby  causing  great  nuisance  to  the 
inhabitants  of  Tynemouth,  as  well  as 
serious  damage  to  the  fine  ruin  of  Tyne- 
mouth Priory,  and  other  property ;  and, 
whether  he  will  make  arrangements  to 
discontinue  it  ? 

TnE  SECRETAEY  of  STATE  (Mr.  E. 
Stanhope)  (Lincolnshire,  Homcastle)  : 
Tynemouth  Castle  has  been  a  coast 
defence  work  for  at  least  three  centuries  ; 
and  if  the  mouth  of  the  Tyne  is  to  be 
defended  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that 
heavy  guns  should  be  mounted  on  the 
site.  Early  in  this  year  opportunity 
was  taken  of  the  emplacements  to  test 
the  mountings  by  firing  50  rounds  from 
a  9'2-inch  breech-loading  gun,  and  it  is 
intended  shortly  to  fire  the  same  number 
from  another  gun.  I  am  not  aware  of 
any  damage  to  the  ruins  of  Tynemouth 
Priory;  but  I  understand  that  some 
modern  glass  not  of  great  value  was 
broken  in  the  Lady  Chapel.  Such  an 
accident  can,  I  understand,  be  easily 
guarded  against  in  future. 

Mr.  JOICEY  asked,  whether  the 
right  hon.  Qentleman  was  aware  that 
the  guns  were  only  sent  there  to  be 
tested ;  that  great  annoyance  was  given 
to  the  inhabitants  ;  and  that  deaths  of 
invalids  had  been  caused  ? 

Mr.  E.  stanhope  said,  that  as 
little  inconvenience  as  possible  was 
caused.  He  feared  guns  must  be  tested 
somewhere. 

IRELAND—ROYAL  DUBLIN  SOCIETY- 
GRANT  FOR  THE  IMPROVEMENT  OF 
HORSE  BREEDING. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Longford,  N.) 
asked  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
with  reference  to  the  grant  to  the  Dublin 
Society  for  the  improvement  of  horse 
breeding,  How  is  it  proposed  to  select 
the  farmers  who  are  to  have  the  benefit 
of  the  grant ;  whether  he  is  aware  that 
the  Society  is  controlled  entirely  by  land- 
lords; and,  what  precautions  have  been 

Mr,  NorthcoU 


taken  for  securing  to  Nationalists  and 
members  of  the  League  their  fair  pro- 
portion of  the  grant  ? 

The  CH  ANCELLOE  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUER (Mr.  Goschen)  (St.  George's, 
Hanover  Square) :  The  administration 
of  the  grant  for  horse  and  cattle  breed- 
ing in  Ireland  has  been  left  by  the 
Government  in  the  hands  of  the  Bojal 
Dublin  Society,  in  whose  impartiality 
they  have  entire  confidence.  The  selec- 
tion of  the  farmers  who  are  to  have  the 
benefit  will  be  left  to  the  Local  Com- 
mittees. Nominations  are  restricted  to 
tenant  farmers  of,  or  under,  £200  valua- 
tion. It  will  be  an  iDstruction  to  each 
Local  Committee  to  give  a  preference, 
ceteris  paribus f  to  the  smaller  holders.  The 
tenant- farming  class  will  be  represented 
on  the  Local  (^mmittees ;  and  I  have  no 
reason  to  suppose  that  political  considera- 
tions will  enter  into  the  matter  in  any 
way. 

Mr.  M.  J.  KENNY  (Tyrone,  Mid) 
said,  the  prizes  had  been  already  allo- 
cated by  the  Royal  Dublin  Society ;  and, 
considering  the  rapidity  with  which  the 
awards  had  been  made,  it  would  be  im- 
possible for  them  to  consult  the  Local 
Committees. 

Mr.  goschen  said,  he  was  not 
aware  of  the  facts  mentioned;  but  he 
would  make  inquiries.  This  Question, 
he  might  remark,  should  rather  be  ad- 
dressed to  the  Irish  Government,  matters 
of  finance  only  coming  under  his  cogni- 
zance. 

Mr.  M.  J.  KENNY  said,  he  would 
call  attention  to  the  matter  on  the  Irish 
Estimates. 

In  reply  to  Mr.  Cox  (Olarey  B.), 

Mr.  goschen  said,  all  the  tenant 
farmers  of  Ireland  would  have  a  ohanoe 
of  benefiting  under  this  scheme. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  said,  he  under- 
stood that  the  horses  had  already  been 
selected.  He  wished  to  ask  the  Parlia- 
mentary Under  Secretary  for  Ireland, 
who,  he  imderstood,  was  a  member  ol 
the  Council  of  the  Eoyal  Dublin  Society, 
who  would  nominate  the  Local  Com- 
mittees 

The  PAELIAMENTABY  UNDER 
SECEETARY  (Colonel  Kara-HAKMAK) 
(Kent,  Isle  of  Thanet)  said,  the  alio- 
cation  was  made  at  the  Horse  Show;  and 
in  respect  to  the  question  about  the 
Committees,  he  must  ask  the  hon.  Qea- 
tleman  to  give  Notice, 
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Mk.  T.  M.  HEALT  :  Will  the  right 
hon.  and  gallant  Qentleman  be  able  to 
aaewer  the  matter  soon  ?  because  Z  pre- 
sume the  Estimates  will  be  ou  this 
veek. 

CouiNEL  KINQ-HAEMAN  :  I  will 
msjce  inquiries  at  once. 

EVICTIONS  (IRELAND)— THE  TAAFE 
ESTATE,  CO.  MAYO. 
Mr.  T.  M.  HEALT  (Longford,  N.) 
asked  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
lieutenant  of  Ireland,  How  many  evic- 
tion notices  hayo  been  Gorved  on  the 
Taafe  Eotate,  County  Mayo  ;  how  many 
evictions  have  taken  place  there ;  were 
all  these  evictions  sanctioned  and  di- 
rected by  the  Court  of  Chancery;  was 
this  the  estate  which  the  Land  Purchase 
Commissioners  refused  to  sanction  a  pur- 
chase of  by  the  tenants,  who  were  all 
willing  to  buy;  was  the  ground  of 
refusal  that  the  rent  was  not  made  out 
of  the  laud,  but  by  tho  wages  of  labour 
in  England ;  did  any  member  of  the 
Executive,  before  granting  police  for 
these  evictions,  examine  the  published 
recommendations  of  the  Beceiver  ad- 
vising the  clearance  of  entire  townlands 
on  the  ground  that  the  tenants  were 
"paupers;"  and,  would  it  be  within 
the  province  of  the  Government  to  com- 
mumvate  with  the  Judge  of  tfae  Chan- 
cery Court,  with  a  view  to  prevent 
sufferings  brought  on  by  poverty  alone  ? 
The  PARLIAMENTARY  UNDER 
SECRETARY  (Colonel  Kinq-Hahman) 
(Kent,  Isle  of  Thanet)  (who  replied) 
said :  I  understand  that  26  notices  of 
eviction  were  served  on  the  Taafe  estate. 
Of  these,  five  were  carried  out,  and  the 
tenants  re-admitted  as  caretakers.  All 
the  evictions  seem  to  have  been  sanc- 
tioned by  the  Court  of  .Chancery.  The 
Land  CommiBsiooers  refused  to  purchase 
this  estate  on  the  ground  that,  having 
regard  to  the  quality  of  the  land,  the 
aub-divieion  of  the  holdings,  and  the 
fact  that  a  large  number  of  the  tenants 
were  of  the  class  of  migratory  labourers, 
thej  were  not  satisfied  that  a  re-sale 
could  be  effected  without  loss  to  the 
public.  I  cannot  find  that  there  are  any 
published  recommendations  of  the  Re- 
ceiver recommending  tho  clearance  of 
town  lands  on  the  ground  alleged.  It 
would  not  be  within  the  province  of  the 
Government  tomakoany  representatioDS 
to  a  Judge  in  regard  to  the  discharge  of 
his  judicial  functions. 
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Mb.  T.  M.  HEALT :  Will  the  right 
hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  have  any 
objection  to  say  whether  he  has  in  any 
way  looked  at  the  Receiver's  account? 
because  1  have  seen  it  myself,  and  have 
also  seen  it  published,  recommending 
these  clearances  on  the  ground  that  they 
were  paupers. 

CoLONKL  KING-HAEMAN :  I  have 
not  been  able  to  find  that;  but  I  will 
make  inquiries. 

THE    MAGISTRACY    {IRELAND)  -  HE- 

TIKEMENT    OF    RESIDENT     MA018- 

TBATES. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALT  (Longford,  N.) 
asked  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  How  many  Besi- 
dent  Magistrates  it  is  proposed  to  retire ; 
how  many  were  retired  upon  the  passing 
of  the  Crimes  Act  of  1882  ;  bow  many 
appointments  were  made  inconsequence 
of  the  passing  of  the  latter  Act ;  how 
many  who  now  hold  office  have  seven 
years'  experience  ;  how  many  there  are 
altogether ;  how  many  of  those  now  to 
be  retired  are  Catholics ;  and,  what  is 
the  religion  of  the  remainder  ? 

las  PABLIAMENTAET  UNDER 
8ECRETART  (Colonel  Kinb-Habman) 
(Kent,  Isle  of  Thanet)  (who  replied) 
said :  Five  Resident  Magistrates  have 
lately  been  retired.  It  is  not  now  pro- 
posed to  retire  any  others.  On  tho 
gassing  of  the  Crimes  Act  of  1882,  IS 
:esident  Magistrates  were  retired  and 
IS  now  appointments  made.  There  are 
at  present  77  Resident  Magistrates,  37 
at  whom  have  seven  years'  service  and 
upwards  as  Resident  Magistrates.  Of 
the  five  Resident  Magistrates  retired, 
three  arc  Roman  Catholics  and  two  are 
Protestants. 

Me.  T.  M.  HEALT :  Will  the  right 
hon.  and  gallant  Qentleman  reply  to  the 
last  paragraph  of  the  Question  ? 

"  LOHEL  KING-HARMAN:  1  have 
Lformatioa  as  to  the  religion  of  the 
remainder. 

POST  OFFICE  (IRELAND)  (TELEGRAPH 

DEPARTMENT) -PROMOTION  OF  ME. 

SAMUEL  GRAHAM. 

Mb.  BLANE  (Armagh,  3.)  asked  the 

Postmaster  General,  Whether  the  In- 

ipecting  Telegraphist  of  the  Northern 

DiviHios  of  Ireland.  Mr.  Samuel  Graham, 

bas  been  promoted  over  the  heads  of 

many  clerks  of  similar  rank  of  long  ser- 
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dignity  or  value  by  the  addition  or  sub- 
stitution of  combatant  denominations.  I 
do  not  think  any  useful  purpose  would 
be  served  by  the  appointment  of  a  Com- 
mittee. 

Dr.  CLAEK  said,  that  the  Question 
on  the  Notice  Paper  was  not  the  Ques- 
tion which  ho  sent  into  the  clerk  ;  and 
the  statement  made  was  not  with  regard 
to  rank,  but  to  the  cause  which  prevented 
the  Medical  Service  from  being  recruited 
under  the  same  circumstances  as  now. 
The  Question  did  not  ask  for  the  infor- 
mation which  he  wanted,  and  therefore 
the  answer  did  not  satisfy  him. 

MOKOCCO  — IMPRISONMENT    OF    THE 
FREED  NEGRO  FATAH. 

Mr.  EOWNTREE  (Scarborough)  (for 
Mr.  A.  E.  Pease)  (York)  asked  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs,  Whether  it  is  true  that  the  freed 
negro  Fatah,  who  was  originally  brought 
to  Morocco  on  board  a  British  vessel, 
and  who,  therefore,  claims  British  pro- 
tection, is  still  in  prison  as  a  slave  at 
Tangier ;  whether  Sir  W.  Kirby  Green, 
on  his  recent  visit  to  "^the  Sultan  of 
Morocco,  made  any  attempt  to  obtain 
his  release  ;  and,  if  not,  can  he  state  for 
what  reason;  and,  whether  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government  will  instruct  the 
Minister  at  Tangier  to  'take  steps  to 
procure  the  release  of  Fatah  ? 

The  under  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  fSir  James  Fbrgusson)  (Man- 
chester, N.E.) :  Fatah,  so  far  as  Her 
Majesty's  Government  know,  is  still  a 
prisoner.  Sir  W.  Kirby  Green  did  not 
lose  sight  of  the  case  on  his  recent  visit 
to  Morocco,  and  it  still  engages  his  at- 
tention. The  man  is  not  entitled  to 
British  protection,  and  it  is  very  inex- 
pedient to  extend  the  practice  of  foreign 
protection  to  Moorish  subjects.  The 
hon.  Member  is,  no  doubt,  conscious  that 
Her  Majesty's  Government  cannot  inter- 
fere officially  with  the  domestic  institu- 
tions of  foreign  countries  which  differ 
from  our  own. 

STREET    TRAFFIC     (METROPOLIS)- 
PRIVATE  BARS  AND  GATES. 

Mr.  LAWSON  (St.  Pancras,  W.) 
asked  the  Lon.  Member  for  the  Knuts- 
ford  Division  of  Cheshire,  How  many 
private  bars  and  gates  there  are  within 
the  ^letropolitan  area ;  whether  they  are 
>penod  at  any  period  of  the  year ;  and, 

Mr.  £.  Stanhope 


if  so,  for  how  long,  and  under  what 
restrictions ;  and,  whether  the  Local 
Boards  or  the  Metropolitan  Board  of 
Works  intend  to  take  any  further  action 
in  the  matter  ? 

Mr.  TATTON  EGERTON  (Cheshire, 
Knutsford),  in  reply,  said  that  the  Be- 
turn  made  by  the  Metropolitan  Board  of 
Works  showed  that  there  were  150 
private  bars  and  gates  within  the  Metro- 
politan area.  The  Board  were  unable 
to  state  the  conditions  by  which  these 
bars  and  gates  existed.  In  1886  the 
Board  inserted  clauses  in  a  Bill  before 
Parliament  to  enable  them  to  deal, 
under  certain  conditions,  with  some  of 
those  private  bars  and  gates  that  were 
most  obstructive ;  but  they  met  with  so 
much  opposition,  both  inside  and  oat- 
side  the  House,  that  they  were  obliged 
to  withdraw  the  clauses,  and  they  did 
not  see  their  way  to  renew  the  attempt. 

BOARD  OF  TRADE  (RAILWAY  DEPART- 
MEN!) -NORTH  LONDON  RAILWAY 
—CHALK  FARM  ROAD  BRIDGE. 

Mr.  LAWSON  (St.  Pancras,  W.) 
asked  the  Secretary  to  the  Board  of 
Trade,  Whether  he  is  aware  that  there 
is  no  improvement  in  the  condition  of 
the  North  London  Bailway  Bridge  in 
the  Chalk  Farm  Eoad,  N.W. ;  what  was 
the  result  of  his  inquiries,  and  what 
action  the  Board  of  Trade  has  taken; 
and,  whether  he  is  aware  of  the  con- 
stant complaints  by  those  persons  who 
live  in  the  neighbourhood  of  this  rail- 
way bridge,  and  others,  of  the  nuisance 
and  injury  iuflicted  in  this  way ;  and,  if 
it  is  possible  to  ensure  reasonable  pro- 
vision for  diminishing  the  perpetual 
noise  and  rumbling  ? 

The  SECRETARY  (Baron  Hshbt 
De  Woems)  (Liverpool,  East  Toxteth) : 
The  Board  of  Trade  are  not  aware  that 
the  bridge  referred  to  is  in  an  unsatis- 
factory condition  so  far  as  the  railway 
traffic  is  concerned ;  and  they  have  no 
statutory  power  to  take  any  action  with 
regard  to  the  noise  or  inconvenience  that 
is  alleged  to  be  occasioned  by  the  pass^ 
ing  of  traffic  over  railway  strueiares. 
As  the  hon.  Member  is  aware,  the  Board 
of  Trade  communicated  with  the  Bailway 
Company  last  year,  and  their  reply  was 
seen  by  him.  The  Board  of  Trade  have 
again  communicated  with  the  Company, 
who  state  that  the  Directors  have  under 
consideration  the  possibility  of  adopting 
certain  modifications  in  the  oonstraction 
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of  the  bridge,  in  the  hope  that  the 
sound  of  passing  trains  may  be  dimi- 
nished. 

PUr^LIC    HEALTH    (METROPOLIS)  — 
CHELSEA    HOSPITAL    REFUSE  AT 
SHEERNESS. 

Me.  CONYBEARE  (Cornwall,  Cam- 
borne) asked  the  Secretary  to  the  Board 
of  Trade,  Whether  he  is  aware  that  for 
two  months  past  barges  have  been  dis- 
charging  their  contents,  consisting  of 
hospital  refuse  from  Chelsea,  about  one 
mile  from  the  shore  at  Sheemess,  and 
that,  as  a  result,  the  refuse  has  been 
washed  up  in  considerable  quantities 
upon  the  beach,  to  the  inconvenience  of 
visitors,  and  the  injury  of  the  town  both 
as  to  health  and  business ;  whether, 
about  a  month  ago,  the  Local  Board  of 
Health  made  representations  on  the 
subject  to  the  Board  of  Trade;  and, 
whether  any  steps  have  as  yet  been 
taken  to  abate  the  nuisance;  and,  if  not, 
whether  he  will  at  once  direct  inquiry 
to  be  made  into  the  matter  ? 

The  SECRETARY  (Baron  Henry 
De  Worms)  (Liverpool,  East  Toxteth) : 
Representations  on  the  subject  of  the 
alleged  nuisance  referred  to  by  the  hon. 
Member  have  been  made  to  the  Board 
of  Trade  by  the  Local  Board  of  Sheer- 
ness  and  other  Local  Bodies.  The  Board 
of  Trade  have  only  power  to  interfere  in 
the  matter  in  so  far  as' the  question  of 
interference  with  the  navigation  is  con- 
cerned, and  on  this  point  they  are  now 
in  communication  with  the  Conservators 
of  the  River  Thames.  The  Board  have 
also  forwarded  copies  of  the  Papers  to 
the  Local  Government  Board  in  connec- 
tion with  the  question  as  affecting  the 
public  health. 

ADMIRALTY— BERMUDA  DOCK. 

Sir  EDMUND  COMMERELL 
(Southampton)  asked  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Admiralty,  The  oiiginal  cost  of 
Bermuda  Dock,  including  expenses  of 
delivery  there;  and  the  yearly  cost 
of  maintenance,  including  expenses  of 
careening  every  three  years;  and  if  it 
is  apprehended  this  cost  will  be  in- 
creased from  the  difficulty  of  obtaining 
Native  labour  ? 

Lord  CHARLES  BERESFORD  (A 
Lord  of  the  Admir^nxty)  (Marylebone, 
E.)  (who  replied)  said :  The  floating 
dock,  with  its  caissons  complete,  cost 
£247,589  5s,  Id.,  delivered  afloat  in  the 


Thames.  The  dock  was  towed  to  Ber- 
muda by  certain  of  Her  Majesty's  ships 
during  the  summer  of  1869.  The  charge 
of  the  dock  was  transferred  from  this 
Department  to  that  of  the  Controller  of 
the  Navy  in  1877;  and  the  cost  of 
maintenance  for  the  last  10  years  was 
£69,980  18*.  5d.y  the  average  per  year 
being  £6,998  1«.  lOd. 

THE  MAGISTRACY  (IRELAND)  —  THE 
RIVERSTOWN  (CO.  CORK)  PETTY 
SESSIONS  CLERK. 

Dr.  tanner  (Cork  Co.,  Mid)  asked 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland,  If  it  is  a  fact  that  Mr. 
T.  W.  Lendrum,  of  Riverstown,  County 
Cork,  holds  the  position  of  Assistant 
County  Surveyor,  and  of  Clerk  to  the 
Riverstown  Petty  Sessions  District ;  and, 
whether  the  tenant  of  a  Petty  Sessions 
clerkship  is  entitled  to  take  any  other 
official  position  of  emolument  ? 

The  parliamentary  UNDER 
SECRETARY  (Colonel  Ktng-Harman) 
(^Kent,  Isle  of  Thanet)  (who  replied) 
said,  his  answer  to  the  first  part  of  the 
Question  was  in  the  affirmative.  Petty 
Sessions  clerks  were  permitted  to  hold 
other  official  appointments,  provided 
they  were  not  positions  which  were  pro- 
hibited by  Statute,  or  prohibited  by  the 
Lord  Lieutenant.  The  position  of  As- 
sistant County  Surveyor  did  not  come 
within  the  prohibition. 

WALES  — THE  TITHE  AGITATION  — 
ATTACK  ON  THE  RESIDENCE  OF  THE 
REV.  CANON  BROWNE,  BODFARI. 

Mr.  SWETENHAM  (Carnarvon,  &c.) 
asked  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department,  Whether  he  has 
received  any  information  as  to  the 
alleged  anti-tithe  outage  thus  reported 
in  The  Liverpool  Courier  of  the  25th 
August — 

"  An  outrage  was  perpetrated  at  the  resi- 
dence of  the  Rev.  Canon  Browne,  of  Bodfari,  a 
village  four  miles  from  Denbigh,  on  Monday, 
at  midnight,  by  a  gang  of  men  who  smashed 
all  the  glass  of  the  front  windows  of  the 
rectory  and  broko  the  framework  into  match- 
wood. The  reverend  gentleman  has  called 
upon  Police  Superintendent  Vaughan  for  police 
protection,  as  he  believes  that  his  life  is  in 
danger ; " 

if  so,  whether  there  is  any  clue  to  thf 
offenders ;  and,  whether  Canon  Browne 
was  a  witness  called  before  Mr.  Bridge 
during  his  inquiry  into  the  Anti-Titl  '^ 
Biots  ? 
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under  theso  circumstances,  regarding  the 
Bill  as  a  dead  Bill,  what  did  the  Irish 
Government  propose  to  do  ? 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  am  afraid 
I  have  no  alternative  policy  to  offer. 

Mr.  sexton  (Belfast,  W.)  wished 
to  know  what  arrangement  the  Govern- 
ment intended  to  make  to  proceed  with 
Order  No.  6,  the  Municipal  Regulation 
(Constabulary,  &c.)  (Belfast)  Bill,  the 
urgency  for  which  was  declared  by  the 
Chief  Secretary  last  March  ? 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  am  afraid  I 
must  give  a  similar  answer  to  this  Ques- 
tion as  I  have  already  given  to  that  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  East  Mayo  (Mr.  Dillon) 
with  reference  to  the  Distressed  Unions 
(Ireland)  Bill.  As  I  have  before  said, 
I  regard  both  these  Bills  as  important. 
Neither  of  them,  however,  can  be  passed 
through  in  face  of  strong  or  persistent 
opposition  in  the  House. 

Mb.  sexton  wished  to  obtain  defi- 
nitely from  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
what  he  intended  to  do  in  the  matter. 
Did  he  intend  to  allow  the  Session  to 
expire  without  an  attempt  to  defeat  the 
block ;  or  would  he  consent  to  report 
Progress  on  some  other  Bill  at  half-past 
12  o'clock  in  order  that  this  Bill  could 
bo  passed  into  law  ? 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  said,  if  it  were 
deemed  advisable  to  stop  any  of  the 
Business  at  half-past  12  o  clock  in  order 
to  pass  any  Irish  Bill,  he  should  give 
the  preference  to  the  Distressed  Unions 
(Ireland)  Bill. 

Mr.  SEXTON:  I  shall  take  the 
earliest  opportunity  I  can  of  calling 
attention  to  the  conduct  of  the  Govern- 
ment on  this  question,  and  I  shall  take 
that  opportunity  to-night  on  the  Police 
Vote,  so  far  as  concerns  Belfast. 

QUESTIONS-IRREGULARITY   OF 
PRACTICE. 

Mr.  T.  E.  ELLIS  (Merionethshire) 
said,  he  wished  to  ask  the  Home  Secre- 
tary, Whether,  from  the  information  he 
had  received  on  the  subject  of  the  anti- 
tithe  agitation,  there  was  any  reason 
whatever  for 

Mr.  SPEAKER:  Order,  order!  I 
must  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to 
the  practice  which  is  springing  up,  after 
Questions  have  been  gone  through,  and 
even  after  they  have  been  gone  through 
a  second  time,  and  after  all  supplemen- 
tary inquiries  have   been  put,  of  hon. 

J/r.  Dillon 


Gentlemen  rising  to  refer  to  the  an- 
swers given  by  Ministers.  This  gives  rise 
to  great  confusion,  and  I  hope  the 
House  will  not  sanction  the  practice. 

LAW  OF  EVIDENCE  AMENDMENT 

BILL. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Longford,  N.) 
asked,  with  reference  to  the  Law  of 
Evidence  Amendment  Bill,  Whether  the 
Government  intended  to  keep  it  still  on 
the  Paper,  and  keep  Members  in  attend- 
ance for  it  ? 

The  FIEST  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith)  (Strand, 
Westminster)  said,  he  did  not  think  this 
Bill  would  cause  any  prolonged  opposi- 
tion. Opposition  would  be  offered  in  a 
very  small  quarter  of  the  House.  The 
Bill  was  received  with  almost  nniversal 
favour  ;  and  he  conceived  that  it  would 
be  his  duty  to  endeavour  to  pass  it  in 
the  present  Session. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  said,  he  had  a 
number  of  Amendments  to  the  Bill ;  and 
if  necessary  he  would  wait  till  the  end 
of  the  Session  if  the  Bill  was  to  be  pro- 
ceeded with. 

ORDERS   OF  THE  DAT. 


SUPPLY— CIVIL  SERVICE  ESTIMATES. 

Supply — considered  in  Oommittee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Class  HE. — "Lam  and  Justicb. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

'*  That  a  sunif  not  exceeding  jS762,316,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  Uie  flum 
nocessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come 
in  course  of  payment  during  the  vear  ending 
on  the  3l8t  day  of  March  1888,  for  the  Ex- 
penses of  the  Constabulary  Force,  Ireland." 

Mr.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.) :  Mr.  Court- 
ney,  we  are  now  asked  to  oomplete  the 
sum  of  £1,412,000  to  pay  for  the  Irish 
Constabulary.  Now,  Sir,  on  the  26th 
of  August,  1880,  when  the  Irish  Ckm- 
stabulary  Vote  came  before  Parliament, 
I  and  several  other  Members  of  the  then 
National  Party  of  Ireland  protested 
against  the  habitual  increase  and  the 
enormous  character  of  this  Yote.  On 
that  occasion  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  senior  Member  for  Birmingham  (Mr. 
John  Bright),  who  was  then  more  in 
sympathy  with  Ireland  than,  I  regret  to 
say,  he  has  since  shown  himself  to  be, 
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made  use  of  these  words.  Speaking  just 
after  I  had  sat  down,  he  said — 

"  T  think  the  speeches  generally  of  the  Irish 
Memhers  have  heen  of  a  character  to  produce 
an  influence  upon  the  Members  of  this  House, 
and  I  hope  they  may  have  some  effect  upon  the 
opinion  of  the  Members  of  another  House  also. 
I  should  be  glad  to  think  that  a  report  of  them 
will  be  extensively  road  throughout  the  coun- 
try, for  the  purpose  of  giving  information  upon 
many  points  to  the  people  of  England,  which 
probably  the  great  bulk  of  them  do  not 
possess." 

The  question  under  discussion  was  the 
enormous  size  and  the  growth  of  the 
Irish  Constabulary  Vote,  and  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  went  on  to  say — 

*<The  protest  which  they  have  made  is  a 
reasonable  one,  and  the  time  may  come — I  hope 
it  may  come  soon — when  the  police  system  of 
Ireland  may  be  placed  on  a  footing  as  judicious 
and  conformable  to  our  notions  of  freedom  as 
the  police  systems  of  England  and  Scotland." — 
(3  Hansard,  [356]  181-2.) 

Now,  Sir,  those  words  were  used  in 
1880,  and  therefore  since  they  were 
uttered  seven  years  have  elapsed.  And 
what  do  we  find  ?  The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Member  for  Birmingham 
felt  that  the  time  would  soon  come  when 
the  police  system  of  Ireland  would  be 
based  upon  a  system  more  conformable 
to  English  ideas.  Now,  Sir,  what  has 
occurred  in  the  interval  ?  In  the  year 
1880  the  sum  voted  for  the  Irish  Police 
was  £1,134,000,  and  in  the  interval  you 
have  increased  it  by  an  amount  of  nearly 
£280,000  a-year.  More  than  £250,000 
has  been  added  to  the  expenses  of  the 
Irish  Police,  and  this  in  face  of  a 
decrease  of  nearly  200,000  in  the 
population  of  Ireland.  I  would  like  to 
Know,  with  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Birmingham,  when  the  time 
is  to  come  when  the  Irish  Constabulary 
will  be  conformable  either  to  English 
ideas  of  freedom  or  to  any  rational  man's 
idea  of  common  sense  ?  It  cannot  be  too 
often  repeated  that  the  Irish  Constabu- 
lary is  a  military  force ;  it  constitutes  an 
evasion  of  the  Mutiny  Act ;  it  is  armed, 
disciplined,  and  officered,  not  as  a 
police  force,  but  as  a  military  force. 
The  consequence  of  the  system  is  that 
both  officers  and  men  are  too  great  swells 
to  concern  themselves  with  the  punish- 
ment or  repression  of  crime.  They  con- 
ceive that  their  duties  belong  to  the  far 
higher  sphere  of  politics,  and  to  that  they 
devote  themselves  instead  of  crime.  I 
would  ask  the  Committee  to  consider 
what  has  been  the  history  of  this  fright- 


ful growth  of  the  Irish  Constabulary. 
The  condition  of  things  is  one  absolutely 
and  utterly  without  precedent  in  the 
civilized  world.  In  1859-60  the  Irish 
Constabulary  cost  this  country  £700,000, 
and  at  that  time  the  population  of  Ire- 
land amounted  to  0,000,000.  In  1860-1 
the  cost  was  £707,000;  in  1869-70 
it  was  £911,000;  in  1870-1  it  was 
£913,000;  in  1880-1  it  was  £1,134,000; 
in  1886-7  it  was  £1,896,000;  and  in 
1887-8  it  is  £1,412,000.  In  order  to 
estimate  and  to  appreciate  the  full  mean- 
ing of  these  figures,  we  must  remember 
that  whereas  in  the  year  1859-60,  when 
it  cost  £700,000  to  police  the  Irish  people, 
you  had  to  deal  with  a  population  of  over 
6,000,000,  in  the  present  year,  when  you 
are  called  upon  to  provide  £1,412,000 
for  the  purpose,  you  have  to  deal  with 
a  population  of  only  4,750,000.  In  order 
to  get  at  the  full  meaning  of  the  figures, 
we  must  deduct  one-fourth  from  the 
£700,000,  so  as  to  obtain  the  proper 
proportion  of  cost  in  comparing  the 
statistics  of  the  two  years.  If  we  do 
this  we  find  that  the  proportionate  cost 
amounted  to  £525,000  in  1859-60,  as 
compared  with  £1,412,000  in  the  present 
year — that  is  to  say,  that,  making  allow- 
ance for  the  decrease  in  population,  the 
cost  of  the  Irish  Constabulary  has  all 
but  trebled  in  the  28  years.  That  is  the 
condition  of  things  which  we  are  called 
upon  to  face  in  regard  to  this  Vote ;  and 
what  makes  it  ail  the  more  serious  is 
that,  in  spite  of  the  repeated  criticisms 
which  have  been  levelled  against  the 
system  for  the  last  seven  years,  and  in 
spite  of  the  promises  of  Ministers,  the 
Vote  has  grown  steadily  year  by  year, 
and  there  is  not  the  slightest  prospect 
that  it  will  cease  to  grow.  If  we  look 
at  the  figures  from  another  point  of  view, 
we  shall  find  that,  whereas  in  1859-60 
the  Irish  Constabulary  cost  2«.  4d.  per 
head  of  the  population,  this  year  it  costs 
Is,  per  head.  I  want  to  ask  when  this 
is  going  to  stop  ?  Before  I  sit  down  I 
shall  show  that  this  ruinous  and  atro- 
cious waste  of  the  public  money  is  not 
due  to  crime,  because  the  general  crimi- 
nal statistics  of  Ireland  prove  that  the 
people  of  that  country  are  less  criminal 
than  the  people  of  England  and  Scot- 
land. And  this  is  not  alone  the  case,  for 
in  those  districts  in  Ireland  in  which 
there  is  most  crime  the  police  expenses 
are  lighter  than  in  districts  where  there 
is  the  least  crime.    This  is  a  state  of 
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things  which  no  Government  in  the 
world  except  an  Irish  Government 
would  tolerate.  It  is  because  they  are 
supported  by  Englishmen  and  Scotch- 
men, who  have  not  time  to  look  into 
these  matters,  that  the  Government  are 
practically  irresponsible,  and  can  indulge 
in  corruption  and  waste  without  being 
called  upon  to  account  for  it.  Let  me 
just  compare  the  condition  of  things  in 
England  with  that  in  Scotland  under 
this  head.  In  England  the  police  are 
divided  into  three  classes — namely,  the 
Borough  Police,  the  County  Police,  and 
the  Metropolitan  Police.  The  Borough 
Police  cost  £910,000,  the  County  Police 
£1,207,000,  and  the  Metropolitan  Police 
£1,424,000.  Here  you  have  the  great 
City  of  London,  actually  the  largest  and 
richest  city  in  the  whole  world,  with  a 
population  coming  within  500,000  of  the 

?opulation  of  all  Ireland,  and,  although 
reland,  has  an  almost  purely  rural  popu- 
lation, you  find  that  the  police  of  Ire- 
land, including  those  of  the  City  of 
Dublin,  cost  more  than  the  police  of  the 
City  of  London.  It  is  really  the  most 
absurd  thing  that  ever  was  heard  of. 
The  cost  of  policing  the  whole  of  Eng- 
land, excluding  London,  is  £2,117,000, 
whilst  the  cost  of  policing  Ireland,  ex- 
cluding Dublin,  is  about  £1,600,000— 
that  is  to  say,  that  the  policing  of  Ire- 
land, with  an  almost  purely  rural  popu- 
lation, excluding  the  City  of  Dublin,  of 
about  £4,500,000,  costs  within  £500,000 
of  the  policing  of  England,  excluding 
London,  but  including  all  the  other 
great  cities  and  towns.  Of  the  sum  of 
£2,117,000  the  Government  contribute 
only  £840,000.  In  Ireland,  however, 
the  Central  Authority  pays  the  whole 
cost  of  the  police.  They  would  not  dare 
to  put  the  expense  on  the  rates  in  Ire- 
land, because  the  police  are  so  unpopular, 
are  so  much  out  of  sympathy  with  the 
people,  and  do  their  work  so  badly,  that 
it  would  bring  about  a  revolution  in  Ire- 
land, and  the  consequence  is  that  they 
have  to  thrust  their  hands  into  the 
pockets  of  the  English  taxpayer.  It  is 
well  for  hon.  Members  to  fix  this  fact  in 
their  minds — that  whilst  in  England  the 
general  taxpayer  has  only  to  contribute 
£840,000  a-year  for  the  policiug  of  the 
whole  of  this  great  country,  in  Ireland  he 
pays  nearly  double  that  amount.  If  we 
examine  these  figures,  to  find  what  it 
would  take  to  police  England  at  the 
same  rate  as  Ireland,  we  shall  discover 
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that  whereas  the  English  Police  at  pre- 
sent cost  £2,117,000,  they  would,  on  the 
Irish  scale,  cost  exactly  £8,000,000. 
You  must  remember  that  even  this  is 
a  greatly  understated  case,  because,  un- 
doubtedly, if  you  had  in  Ireland  a  Go- 
vernment which  had  the  moral  support 
of  the  people,  it  would  not  be  necessary 
to  have  much  more  than  one-half  the 
number  of  police  per  head  of  the  popu- 
lation that  you  have  in  England,  for  in 
England  fully  half  the  population  is 
of  an  urban  character.  Everyone  who 
has  looked  into  the  question  knows  per- 
fectly well  that  it  costs  nearly  double  as 
much  to  police  an  urban  population  as 
it  does  to  police  a  rural  population.  Our 
population  in  Ireland  is  rural ;  and,  con- 
sequently, in  a  normal  state  of  things— 
that  is  to  say,  with  a  Government  which 
was  in  sympathy  with  the  people — the 
police  in  Ireland  would  not  cost  more  in 
proportion  than  one-half  the  expense  of 
the  English  Police.  And  yet  the  fact  is 
that,  whereas  in  England  the  cost  of  the 
Police  Force  is  just  over  £2,000,000,  if 
it  were  conducted  on  the  same  costly 
system  as  the  Irish  Constabulary  it 
would  cost  exactly  £8,000,000.  I  ask 
any  Member  of  the  G<)vemment  to  go 
through  these  figures,  and  correct  me,  if 
he  is  able.  It  is  impossible  to  do  so. 
The  facts  are  so  extraordinary,  ao  un- 
known, and  so  incredible  almost  to  the 
people  of  England,  that  one  needs  to 
repeat  illustrations  in  order  to  carry 
conviction  to  the  mind  of  the  Com- 
mittee. Let  me,  then,  direct  the  atten- 
tion of  Members  of  the  Committee  to 
this  fact.  I  have  worked  out  the  nume- 
rical proportion  of  the  police  to  the 
population  under  various  circamstanees, 
and  I  find  that  in  the  English  boroughs 
that  come  under  the  Boroughs  Act  the 
proportion  of  the  police  to  population 
is  1  to  750  ;  that  in  the  counties  of  Eng- 
land it  is  one  to  1,200,  and  in  the  Metro- 
politan district  1  to  396.  I  should  think 
it  would  be  fair  to  say  that  in  a  normal 
state  of  things  you  would  require  three 
times  as  many  policemen  to  keep  order 
in  the  City  of  London  as  you  would  in 
the  rural  districts  of  Ireland.  In  the 
English  counties  one  man  is  required  to 
1,200  of  the  population,  whilrt  in  the 
Metropolitan  district  you  need  one  for 
every  396  of  the  population,  so  that  the 
proportion  there  is  less  than  one  in  three. 
We  might,  therefore,  anticipate  that  the 
policing  of  Ireland  could  be  done  at  pro* 
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portionately  exactly  one-third  of  that  of 
the  Metropolitan  district.  And  yet  in 
the  rural  districts  of  Ireland  you  have 
actually  a  force  of  police  coming  within 
50  or  60  men  of  the  number  employed 
in  London.  That  is  to  say,  that  you 
have  fully  three  times  the  number  of 
men  you  ought  to  have  in  Ireland.  In 
the  county  of  Westmeath — and  I  invite 
anyone  in  this  Committee  to  examine 
the  Beturns  of  agrarian  disorder  there — 
there  is  one  policeman  to  every  233  of 
the  inhabitants,  or  nearly  five  times  the 
number  justified  by  the  English  propor- 
tion. In  Limerick,  Meath,  and  Tippe- 
rary  there  is  one  policeman  to  every  260 
of  the  inhabitants,  which  is  much  above 
the  proportion  in  the  Metropolis.  If 
you  turn  to  these  counties  in  the  criminal 
statistics,  you  will  find  that  they  are 
nearly  free  from  crime.  In  the  City  of 
Dublin  there  is  one  policeman  to  every 
312  of  the  inhabitants,  which  is  very 
considerably  in  excess  of  the  proportion 
in  the  City  of  London.  I  think  that 
these  figures  ought  to  convince  every 
Englishman  that  this  is  a  question  which 
will  not  brook  delay.  When  we  ask 
how  this  waste  of  public  money  can  be 
justified,  we  are  always  met  with  the 
same  old,  old  story.  We  are  told  that 
the  system  must  be  continued  until  the 
Irish  people  become  peaceful,  and  until 
law  and  order  is  restored.  But  what  I 
want  to  know  is  when,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  Government,  will  that  time  come  ? 
These  are  the  very  statements  and  argu- 
ments which  you  will  find  to  have  been 
used  in  this  House  in  1835,  in  1836,  and 
in  1839.  We  have  continually  been  told 
that  as  soon  as  the  people  of  Ireland 
become  peaceable  and  attached  to  the 
Government  of  Dublin  Castle,  as  soon 
as  they  avoided  evil  and  did  good,  the 
Irish  Police  Establishment  would  be  re- 
duced— that  it  would  cease  to  be  an 
armed  force,  officered  by  military  men, 
and  would  become  an  entirely  civil 
force.  And  yet  we  find  that,  instead  of 
doing  anything  in  this  direction,  the 
Irish  Government  have  gone  from  bad 
to  worse,  and  that  they  are  continuing 
in  the  old,  evil  course  to-day  at  the  same 
rate  as  before.  What  I  want  to  know 
is  this.  By  what  test  are  you  going  to 
discover  when  you  shall  really  put  your 
hands  to  the  work  of  reducing  the  Irish 
Police  Force  to  such  a  compass  as  any 
practical  man  will  be  able  to  approve  of, 
both  as  regards  cost  and  as  regards  dis- 


cipline, arms,  and  officers?  Is  the  test 
to  be  the  comparison  of  crime  in  this 
country  with  that  in  Ireland  ?  If  so,  I 
am  prepared  to  stand  that  test  to-day 
with  regard  to  any  period  during  the 
last  12  years.  Is  not  that  the  only  test 
which  you  are  justified  in  using?  And 
is  not  the  test  you  act  upon  this — that 
until  the  people  consent  to  become  loyal 
to  Castle  government  in  Ireland  you 
will  not  decrease  the  Irish  Police  ?  I 
say  that  this  is  a  monstrous  test  to  apply. 
The  fact  is  that  you  are  saddling  the  tax- 
payers with  the  cost  of  a  monstrous,  cor- 
rupt, and  inefficient  Police  Force,  for  the 
purpose  of  evading  the  Mutiny  Act,  and 
retaining  in  the  country  a  large  force  of 
military  men  without  allowing  them  to 
appear  on  the  Estimates  as  a  military 
force.  If  you  want  a  Police  Force  which 
will  find  out  criminals  and  do  its  duty, 
you  had  better  do  away  with  the  Irish 
Constabulary  at  once.  No  Government 
in  its  senses  would  expect  that  the  ordi- 
nary duties  of  the  police  would  be  per- 
formed as  long  as  the  present  Irish 
Constabulary  officers  remain  in  existence. 
What  is  the  business  of  an  Irish  Con- 
stabulary officer  ?  It  consists  of  three 
things — namely,  dining  out  with  the 
country  gentlemen  whenever  they  get 
an  invitation,  flirting  with  all  the  girls 
of  the  neighbourhood,  and  going  out 
shooting  with  all  the  landowners.  These 
gentlemen  are  most  tremendous  swells. 
They  receive  salaries  of  about  £150 
a-year,  so  that  they  are  always  impe- 
cunious ;  and  I  can  remember  the  time 
when  it  was  their  practice  to  levy  black- 
mail. I  do  not  say  that  they  went  round 
collecting  it ;  but  there  was  not  a  trades- 
man in  the  neighbourhood  in  which  they 
were  stationed  who  did  not  make  pre- 
sents to  them  two  or  three  times  a-year. 
It  is  not  difficult  for  the  Committee  to 
understand  how  16  or  17  armed  con- 
stables, in  a  country  place  where  there 
was  hardly  room  for  one  civilian  con- 
stable, could  persecute  and  torture  the 
traders  if  they  did  not  do  as  the  police 
wished.  I  can  remember  the  time  when 
every  tradesman  sent  in  his  annual  or 
triennial  tribute  to  the  Constabulary 
officer.  Of  course,  the  Police  Inspector 
would  not  even  deign  to  thank  them. 
He  would  not  like  to  be  seen  speaking 
to  them.  He  is  a  swell ;  he  associates 
only  with  gentlemen.  He  condescends 
to  eke  out  his  small  income  by  presents 
from  the  tradesmen ;  but  his  associates 
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lord  in  England  would  be  proud  and 
glad  to  give ;  but  now  he  will  not  get 
them  at  all,  for  the  people  have  been 
hunted  from  their  homes,  and  the  whole 
place  has  been  turned  into  a  desert.     I 
have  been  obliged  to  build  houses  for 
the  tenants,  and  to  establish  them  else- 
where.    Therefore,  I  say  that  the  re- 
sult of  this    system    is    simply  to  in- 
jure all  parties,   and   I  want  to  know 
whether    it    is    to    be  continued  ?    I 
would  ask  the  Committee  whether  the 
case  I  am  going  to  put  does  not  open  up 
a  perfectly  bottomless  pit  of  expenditure 
in  the  direction  of  this  Vote.     Let  any 
hon.  Member  turn  to  the  account  given 
by  Mr.  Constadine  of  what  has   been 
taking  place  in  the  County  of  Cavan. 
He  furnishes  as  an  instance  of  what  has 
been  going  on,  the  case  of  a  farm  from 
which   a   tenant    was    evicted   in  that 
county.  The  rent  of  that  farm  was  about 
£30  a-year,  and  the  tenant  was  evicted 
and  a  caretaker  put  in  possession.     Mr. 
Constadine  estimates  that  within  three 
years  the  cost  of  looking  after  that  farm 
was  upwards  of  £1,000  to  the  Govern- 
ment, and  that  the  landlord  lost  about 
£213  by  the  circumstance.     If  that  is 
the  way  in  which  the  police  are  to  be 
employed  in  county  Cavan,  I  should  like 
to  know  what  would  be  the  cost  if  they 
have  to  multiply  their  efforts  and  apply 
the  same  sort  of   protection  to  10,000 
farms  in  Ireland  ?  I  would  ask  the  right 
hon.    Gentleman    the   Chief  Secretary, 
whether  he   will  let  us  know  in  next 
year's  Estimate  where  all  the  money  is 
going  to,  how  much  they  intend  to  ex- 
pend in  evictions,  and  what  will  be  the 
sum  they  propose  to  allow  for  the  pro- 
tection   of   caretakers    on   farms  from 
which  the  tenants  have  been  evicted  ? 
We  need  this  information  to  guide  us 
in  obtaining  some  clue  to  the  cause  of 
the  enormous  increase  that  has  taken 
place  in   this  Constabulary  Vote.     At 
present,  I  confess  I  am  utterly  at  a  loss 
to  account  for  the  fact,  although  I  have 
looked   over  the  matter  very  carefully, 
that  in  the  course  of  the  last  seven  years 
the  Constabulary  Vote  has  increased  by 
the  enormous  sum  of  £300,000  a-yoar. 
Where  can  all  this  increase  have  arisen  ? 
If  a  police  system  like  that  I  have  been 
endeavouring  to    describe  is  kept  up, 
there  are  many  farms  in  Ireland  that 
will  have  to   be  kept  up  at  a  cost  of 
some   £300  a-year  the  rent  of   which, 
like  that  of  the  farm  I  have  just  spoken 
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of,  is  only  £30  a-year.     I,  for  my  part, 
will  do  everything  I  can  to  bring  this 
matter  before  this  House  and  the  country 
so  as  to  let  them  know  exactly  what  is 
the  result  of  the  system  of  throwing 
away  £1,000,000  of  the  public  money 
every  year,   simply  beoause   the  Irish 
landlords  are  not  amenable  to  sense  or 
reason.     I  have  thought  it  necessary  to 
take  up  the  time  of  the  Committee  at 
some  length  on  this  Vote,  and  I  would 
add    that  Her   Majesty's   Gt>Temment 
may  rely  upon  it  that  unless  we  have 
some  assurance  given  to  us  that  a  real 
and  honest  effort  will  be  made  on  their 
part  to  turn  over  a  new  leaf  on  the 
question   of  Irish    police   expenditure, 
they  will  have  to  face  a  long  and  pro- 
tracted and  exhaustive  discussion  on  the 
question  of  the  Irish  Constabulary  Vote. 
The  chief  SECEETARY  fob  IRE- 
LAND (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour)  (Manchester, 
E.) :  I  will  endeavour  to  deal  with  some 
of  the  principal  points  that  have  been 
raised   by  the  hon.  Member  for  East 
Mayo   (Mr.   Dillon).     The    Erst    point 
dwelt  upon  by  the  hon.  Gentlemen  was 
the  increase  that  has  taken  place  in  the 
Constabulary  Vote,  and,  undoubtedly, 
if  we  take  a  long  series  of  years,  that 
increase    has    been    considerable,    and 
deserves  consideration  and  explanation. 
With  regard  to  the  comparison  of  the 
present  year  with  the  last  four  or  five 
years,  I  do  not  know  that  we  can  fairly 
say  the  increase  has  been  considerable. 
My  right  hon.  Friend  behind  me  says 
the  expenditure  is  less  than  last  year, 
and,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  the  cost  during 
the  years  1882,   IbSd,  1884  and   1885, 
has  really  sometimes  gone  up  and  some- 
times down,  although  I  admit  that  oa 
the  average  it  has  been  during  those 
years  largely  in   excess  of  what  was 
found  to  be  necessary  in  Ireland  in  1867, 
1870,  and  prior  to  that  period.  Then  the 
hon.  Gentleman  went  on  to  point  ooti 
not   moroly  the   increase   of  the  Oon- 
stabulary  Vote,  but  its  absolute  magni- 
tude as  compared  with  the  expenditure 
that  is  found  necessary  in  England  for 
police  purposes.    The  hon.  Oentiteman 
has  given  us  a  long  series  of  figares  on 
this  point,  which  I  have  had  no  oppor- 
tunity of  checking  or  examining ;  ont  I 
am  not  at  all  concerned  in  contesting  the 
general  accuracy  of  the  fiacts  and  ooa* 
elusions  that  have  been  laid  before  the 
Committee  by  the  hon.  Hembw,  and 
which  I  am  not  prepared  to  deny.  Indeed 
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I  doubt  whether  it  could  be  denied  that 
the  cost  of  the  Constabulary  in  Ireland 
is  largely  in  excess  of  that  which  is  in- 
curred for  police  purposes  in  England, 
nor  that  this  has  been  so,  as  far  as  I 
know,  for  a  long  time  past — not  merely 
for  the  last  five  or  six  years — but  even 
if  we  were  to  go  back  for  the  last  20  or 
30  years.  The  hon.  Gentleman  has  asked 
us  how  we  account  for  this,  and  how  we 
are  able  to  justify  it.     Sir,  we  justify  it 
by  saying  that  great  as  the  cost  of  the 
police  force  is  in  Ireland  at  the  present 
moment  it  is  not  greater  than  the  abso- 
lute necessities  of  the  case  require.   Un- 
happily the  case  of  Ireland  does  require 
that  the  sum  of  £1,300,000  should  be 
expended  on   the  police    force  by   the 
Exchequer.     This  may  be  a  matter  for 
our   regret,    and   undoubtedly   it    is   a 
matter  for  regret,  but  our  regret  ought 
also  to   be  for  the  causes  which  have 
produced  such  a  state  of  things,  and  we 
ought  not  simply  ,to  turn  our  attention 
to  the  state  of  things  that  has  been  pro- 
duced.    If  the  hon.  Gentleman  asks  me 
what^  are  the  causes  which  have  brought 
about   this  state  of  things,  our  answer 
must,  of  course,  in  the  first  place  be,  the 
historical  circumstances  that  have  made 
the   Irish    problem   the    most    painful 
problem  in  the  whole  range  of  British 
politics,    which   have   made    the    Irish 
Question  a  question  which  has  been  the 
despair  of  successive  generations  of  poli- 
ticians— [An    hon.  Member:  Tyranny, 
simply.]— and  which  I  am  bound  to  say 
does  not  appear  to  be  near  its  imme- 
diate, complete,  final,  and  satisfactory 
solution.      But  if  the  hon.  Gentleman 
without  going  into  these  historical  dis- 
quisitions asks   me  what  is  the  cause 
existing  at  the  present   moment  as  to 
why  so  large  an  expenditure  is  required 
for  police  purposes  in  Ireland,  I  say  it 
is  a  state  of  things  with  which  he,  more 
than  any  other  man,  ought  to  be  ac- 
quainted ;  because  he,  as  much  as  any 
other   man,    has  been  in  certain  cases 
responsible  for  the  state  of  feeling  in 
the   public  mind,   which  has  made   it 
absolutely  necessary  in  order  to  carry 
on  the  operation  of  the  law  that  a  very 
large  force  of  police  should  be  employed. 
The  hon.  Gentleman  has  compared  the 
police  in  Ireland,  which  is  a  rural  coun- 
try, with  the  number  of  police  required 
in  the  rural  parts  of  England,  and  has 
drawn  a  further  comparison  between  the 
cost  of  the  rural  police  of  England  and 


the  Constabulary  of  Ireland,  very  much 
to  the  disadvantage  of  Ireland.  But 
who  is  there  who  denies  that  the  condi- 
tion of  the  rural  parts  of  Ireland  is  un- 
happily of  a  kind  which  absolutely  re- 
quires a  far  larger  proportion  of  police 
to  carry  out  the  law  than  is  required  in 
the  rural  districts  of  England?  "Who 
denies  this  and  who,  I  ask,  is  respon- 
sible for  it  ?  [Mr.  Dillon  here  made 
an  observation  which  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  did  not  fully  hear.]  I  do 
not  distinctly  hear  what  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman says ;  but  the  point  I  was  con- 
cerned to  prove  when  the  hon.  Member 
interrupted  me  in  a  manner  I  failed  to 
understand,  was  this — I  was  pointing 
out  that  the  condition  of  the  rural  dis- 
tricts in  Ireland  was  such  that  they  re- 
quired a  larger  force  of  police  than  the 
rural  parts  of  England ;  and,  of  course, 
that  arises  from  the  state  of  agrarian 
discontent  which  has  produced  a  crop  of 
agrarian  crime  of  a  kind  which  is  abso- 
lutely foreign  and  unknown  to  any  of 
the  rural  districts  of  England.  But, 
although  I  undoubtedly  confess  that  the 
fact  that  there  is  such  a  condition  of 
things  in  Ireland  may  be,  and  is  a 
matter  for  regret,  and  a  subject  that 
ought  to  engage  the  attention  of  Parlia- 
ment, still  that  is  not  a,  reason  why  we 
should  refuse  to  grant  that  support  to 
the  authorities,  and  the  Courts  of  Law 
which  is  absolutely  necessary  in  order  to 
enable  them  to  carry  out  the  law.  The 
hon.  Gentleman  in  going  into  the  sub- 
ject compares  the  amount  of  money  ex- 
pended on  the  police  force  in  the  carry- 
ing out  of  evictions  with  the  amount  of 
money  obtained  from  the  evicted  ten- 
ants  

Mr.  DILLON  :  No  money  is  obtained 
from  the  evicted  tenants. 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUE:  Very  well, 
then  ;  with  the  amount  that  ought  to  be 
obtained.  He  has  compared  the  amount 
of  money  that  is  spent  on  the  employ- 
ment of  the  police  at  these  evictions  with 
the  amounts,  be  it  little  or  nothing,  that 
is  obtained  from  the  evicted  tenants,  and 
then  went  on  to  show  that  these  expenses 
ought  not  to  be  inflicted  on  the  com- 
munity at  large.  This  argument  I 
entirely  deny ;  I  entirely  traverse  the 
contention  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  who 
takes  the  expenditure  for  the  police 
under  the  head  of  evictions,  as  if  it  were 
a  commercial  speculation  to  be  estimated 
by  the  percentage  of  return.     The  only 
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queetion  Her  Majesty's  Government  can 
ask  themselves  in  such  a  matter  is  this — 
what  is  the  strength  of  the  force  that  is 
required  in  order  to  support  the  oflB.cers 
of  the  law,  and  whatever  that  force  may 
be,  be  it  small  or  large,  it  must  be  pro- 
vided. If  the  force  be  large  tbe  respon- 
sibility rests  in  the  first  instance  on 
those  who  have  done  their  best  to 
foment  the  discontent  which  unhappily 
prevails  in  so  many  of  the  rural  districts 
of  Ireland  at  the  present  moment.  The 
hon.  Gentleman  has  said — 

"Can  you  deny  that  the  Irish  population, 
and  especially  the  population  of  the  rural  dis- 
tricts, is  a  population  singularly  free  from 
crime  F  If  you  admit  this  what  reason  can  you 
possibly  assign  for  keeping  up  these  large 
bodies  of  police  in  Ireland,  unless  it  be  to  pro- 
tect the  Irish  landlords  ?  " 

Mr.  DILLON :  The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman has  not  correctly  stated  what  I 
said.  I  did  not  say  the  Irish  land- 
lords. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  The  hon. 
Member  did  use  the  phrase  **The 
Irish  landlords  "  for  I  took  it  down  at 
the  time  ;  but  I  kave  not  the  least  desire 
to  insist  on  the  point  if  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man withdraws  the  statement  or  denies 
that  he  used  it.  But  I  would  ask  is  it  not 
clear  that  debts,  whether  they  be  of  rent 
or  any  other  kind,  must  be  collected  if 
civilization  is  to  exist  ?  Is  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman disposed  to  respect  contract  or  is 
he  not?  Is  the  question  of  contract 
proposed  to  be  made  one  of  the  subjects 
in  regard  to  which  the  popular  mind  is 
to  be  inflamed,  and  in  regard  to  which 
the  popular  mind  is  to  be  opposed  to  the 
Government ;  is  it  to  be  one  of  the  ques- 
tions on  which  the  hon.  Gentleman  pro- 
poses to  go  down  to  the  country  and 
excite  a  popular  agitation,  and  suppos- 
ing the  hon.  Member  to  be  one  who 
looks  forward  to  the  time  when  he  may 
be  one  of  the  principal  persons  concerned 
in  the  government  of  Ireland,  will  he,  I 
ask,  when  he  is  Home  Secretary  for  Ire- 
land, propose  to  enforce  contracts  or  will 
he  not  ?  My  belief  is  that  whatever  the 
hon.  Member  may  choose  to  say  in  this 
House,  he  is  far  too  much  of  a  states- 
man to  stand  face  to  face  with  such  a 
state  of  things  without  feeling  that  his 
first  and  paramount  duty  would  be  to 
enforce  the  law — to  see  that  the  officers 
of  the  law  were  protected,  and  to  see 
that  contracts,  whether  with  regard  to 
land  or  anything  else,  were  carried  out. 
That  is  what  I  believe  the  hon.  Gentle- 1 
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man  opposite  would  feel  to  be  his  duty 
should  he  ever  become  responsible  for 
the   government  of  Ireland.      At   any 
rate,  we,  who  are  responsible  for  the  go- 
vernment of  Ireland,  deem  that  to  be 
our  duty ;  and  it  is  because  we  feel  it  to 
be  our  duty,  and  because  we  know  that 
we  cannot  carry  out  that  duty  without 
cost  that  we  think  it  absolutely  necessary 
to  ask  the  Committee  to  agree  to  the  Vote 
before  them.    There  is  one  other  point 
on  which  it  is  necessary  that  I  should 
trouble  the  Committee  with  ajfew  words. 
The  hon.  Member  has  accused  the  officers 
of  the  Irish   Constabulary  of  levying 
blackmail     in     various     districts    and 
villages  of  Ireland.     A  more   baseless 
accusation  was  never  levelled  against  a 
most   honourable,  useful,  and  efficient 
body  of  public  officers.     I  very  much 
regret  that  the  hon.  Gentleman  should 
have  thought  it  necessary  to  supplement 
his  argument  by  making  so  groundless 
an   accusation  against  the  Irish    Con- 
stabulary. Whether  the  hon.  Gentleman 
approves  of  the  existence  of  that  force 
or  not  I  think  that  he,  as  an  Irishman, 
ought  to  be  proud  of  a  body  of  men  so 
distinguished  for  their  sense  of  public 
duty,  and  for  the  energy  and  zeal  with 
which  they  carry  out  the  commands  of 
their  superiors.     The  hon.   Gentleman 
may  object  to  those  commands,  and  may 
think    that    the    Government    of   this 
country  ought  not  to  insist  upon  their 
being  executed.   But  that  is  a  part  of  the 
subject  into  which  it  is  unnecessary  for 
me  to  enter ;  all  I  now  say  is,  that  it 
was  absolutely  unnecessary  as  well  as  un- 
just  for  the  hon.  Member  to  attack  the 
Eoyal  Irish  Constabulary  who,  after  all, 
are  only  acting  in  the  discharge  of  their 
undoubted  duty.     I  do  not  know  that 
there  was  anything  else  which  fc  U  from 
the  hon.  Gentleman  which  I  need  reply 
to.     The  hon.  Member  has  raised  ques- 
tions with  regard  to  various  evictions; 
but  those  questions  have  been  discussed 
before  by  the  House,  and  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman did  not,  as  far  as  I  could  see, 
raise  any  new  argumentative  points  with 
regard  to  those  evictions.  If  such  points 
should  be  raised  by  any  hon.  Members 
taking  part  in  the  discussion,  I  will  give 
them  such  an  answer  as  they  may  seem 
to  require. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Longford,  N.)  : 
I  very  much  regret  that  the  noble  Lord 
the  Member  for  South  Faddington  (Lord 
Bandolph  Churchill),  who  is  bo  anxioiM 
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to  promote  economy  in  this  House, 
especially  in  connection  with  the  Army 
and  Navy,  has  never  thought  of  direct- 
ing attention  to  the  enormous  charge  of 
£1,500,000  sterling  which  is  made  for 
the  maintenance  of  the  Hoyal  Irish 
Constabulary.  Englishmen  have  good 
reason  to  be  proud  of  their  Army  and 
Navy ;  they  can  have  no  reason  for 
attacking  them  ;  nobody  complains  of 
them,  and  if  the  unfortunate  soldier  or 
sailor  should  get  1  Jrf.  a-day  too  much  we 
do  not  grudge  the  payment ;  but  in  the 
case  of  the  Eoyal  Irish  Constabulary  we 
have  a  service  that  is  absolutely  use- 
less, which  nobody  wants,  which  nobody 
has  desired,  and  which  exists  admittedly 
for  the  purpose  of  propping  up  a  system 
that  is  absolutely  hateful  to  nine-tenths 
of  the  population  of  Ireland.  What  we 
complain  of  is,  that  you  are  keeping  up 
this  hateful  system  at  an  enormously 
high  charge  upon  the  Public  Exchequer. 
If  you  must  keep  up  this  system  in  Ire- 
land you  ought  to  keep  it  up  at  a  far 
cheaper  rate.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Chief  Secretary  has  said  we  are 
bound  to  pay  the  rents  demanded  by  the 
landlords  or  we  shall  relapse  into  barba- 
rism. With  regard  to  the  statement 
made  by  my  hon.  Friend  as  to  the  levy- 
ing of  blackmail,  there  can  be  no  doubt 
that  the  system  exists  to  some  extent, 
and  that  it  will  continue  to  prevail  as 
long  as  you  have  200  or  300  persons  in 
a  village  amenable  to  the  control  of  a 
single  individual  who  has  the  command 
of  so  many  bayonets.  I  do  not  believe 
that  even  in  Egypt,  although  there 
are  Constitutional  safeguards  which  we 
have  not  got  in  Ireland,  there  are,  with 
the  exception  of  the  Kourbash,  more 
petty  annoyances  than  are  inflicted  on 
the  Irish  people  by  the  Sub-Inspectors 
and  petty  officers  of  the  police  under  the 
orders  of  the  agents  and  magistrates  of 
the  country.  Let  me  take  the  case  of 
an  evicted  tenant  which  has  been 
brought  under  my  notice.  He  was 
arrested  on  the  complaint  of  a  land- 
grabber  on  some  charge  of  assault. 
Well,  what  was  done  in  that  case  ? 
Instead  of  taking  him  at  once  before  the 
nearest  magistrates  by  whom  the  case 
could  at  once  have  been  dealt  with,  he 
was  kept  all  night  in  a  lock-up  and  sub- 
jected to  the  greatest  inconvenience  for 
which  no  redress  is  obtainable.  These 
are  the  things  that  are  done  by  the  police 
for  the  purpose  of  inflicting  inconveni- 


ence on  the  people,  and  there  is  no 
remedy.  My  hon.  Friend  has  not  as  he 
might  have  done  complained  of  the 
course  taken  by  the  Government  in  ap- 
pointing the  police  officers.  How  are 
these  Sub-Inspectors  appointed  ?  It  is 
generally  supposed  they  are  appointed 
by  competition,  and  it  is  the  fact  that 
many  of  them  are,  and  the  result  is  that 
a  number  of  English  gentlemen,  with  a 
very  bad  knowleage  of  Ireland,  a  country 
of  which  some  of  them  hardly  knew  the 
existence  before,  come  over  and  take  the 
command  of  our  Constabulary ;  but  by 
far  the  larger  portion  of  these  cadets,  as 
was  stated  by  Mr.  Forster  five  or  six 
years  ago,  are  nominated  by  the  In- 
spector General,  and  in  this  way  we  have 
the  sons  of  landlords  and  of  landlords 
agents  and  of  other  persons  in  the  country 
who  are  for  the  most  part  opposed  to  the 
people,  placed  in  charge  of  the  police. 
The  Committee  should  understand  that 
we  have  no  grievance  against  the  police 
themselves,  because  they  are  drawn  from 
the  ranks  of  the  people  ;  but  the  Irish 
police  are  under  the  command  of  these 
Eoyal  Irish  Constabulary  officers  who  are 
appointed  by  nomination  and  a  system 
of  selection,  the  nominations  being  given 
exclusively  to  Freemasons  and  members 
of  the  Orange  class,  so  that  practically  the 
police  are  obliged  to  carry  out  the  com- 
mands of  the  enemies  of  the  people. 
This  completes  the  circuit.  You  have  a 
magistrate  sitting  on  the  Bench  as  land- 
lords' agent,  you  have  the  Sub-Inspector 
who  brings  complaints  before  him  ap- 
pointed because  he  is  the  son  of  a  land- 
lord, or  of  an  agent ;  and  you  have  no 
protection  for  the  tenant,  who  is  in  no 
way  represented  in  this  arrangement.  The 
landlord  is  a  magistrate ;  the  agent  is  a 
magistrate ;  and  the  Sub>Inspector  in 
command  of  the  police  is  the  son  of  a 
magistrate  or  an  agent,  or,  if  not  the 
son  of  one  of  these,  he  is  under  number- 
less favours  to  the  landlord  class,  in 
consequence  of  the  curious  ideas  of 
social  distinction  which  prevail  among 
these  people.  It  seems  to  be  a  rule  in 
our  Irish  country  towns  that  by  rubbing 
shoulders  with  a  miserable  landlord,  or 
agent,  who  could  not  pay  5«.  in  the 
pound,  but  who  can  give  the  right  of 
shooting  rabbits,  or  of  fishing  on  their 
estates,  these  police  officers  acquire 
some  sort  of  distinction ;  and  it  is  com- 
plained that  they  are  for  ever  endeavour- 
ing to  curry  favour  with  the  landlords, 
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proceeding — on  what  new  basis  the 
Btatistics  furnished  by  the  Eoyal  Irish 
Constabulary  is  to  proceed  ?  I  should 
like  to  know  what  is  regarded  as  Boy- 
cotting, and  whether  my  name  figures 
in  the  list  of  4,000  or  5,000  persons  said 
to  be  Boycotted  ;  and  if  not,  why  not  ? 
Am  I  to  be  considered  Boycotted  be- 
cause the  most  offensive  substances  have 
been  thrown  at  the  door  of  my  house  in 
Dublin  and  my  windows  broken?  I 
want  to  know  what  is  Boycotting  ?  Is 
it  being  ex-communicated,  so  to  speak, 
by  the  local  public  and  prevented  from 
obtaining  rations  or  other  requisites  in 
one's  own  district  ?  I  ask  the  Govern- 
ment to  give  us  some  definition  of  the 
word  Boycotting,  and  also  some  state- 
ment as  to  the  plan  the  Government 
propose  to  pursue  in  dealing  with  the 
persons  charged  with  Boycotting.  I 
would  warn  the  Chief  Secretary — the 
Under  Secretary  knows  this  well — that 
nothing  is  more  common  at  the  present 
time  than  to  be  Boycotted.  A  Boycotted 
man,  moreover,  is  one  of  the  happiest 
men  in  Ireland.  When  a  man  is  Boy- 
cotted, they  will  not  allow  labourer's 
cottages  to  be  erected  on  his  land ; 
the  police  will  buy  all  their  milk  and 
butter  of  him.  A  Boycotted  man  in  Ire- 
land is  like  an  uncrowned  king.  He 
is  placed^  on  what  is  altogether  a 
superior  level  to  that  of  the  rest  of  the 
population.  He  has  the  police  and  the 
military  dealing  with  him  for  everything 
his  farm  produces,  and  the  other  day  I 
saw  an  account  of  a  man  who  stated  that 
he  was  Boycotted,  and  his  rent  was  re- 
duced 50  per  cent  in  consequence.  If 
the  people  once  get  at  what  the  privi- 
leges of  Boycotting  really  are  instead  of 
there  only  being  4,000  Boycotted  per- 
sons there  are  more  likely  to  be  400,000. 
There  is  another  matter  in  connection  with 
this  Vote  to  which  I  will  just  refer.  It  is 
an  item  relating  to  what  is  a  very  useful 
thing,  and  I  do  not  object  to  it ;  but,  at 
the  same  time,  I  wish  to  know  why  the 
Government  have  placed  under  this  Vote 
£306  as  the  amount  of  the  guarantee  of 
the  expense  of  a  telegraph  to  Belmullet, 
County  Mayo.  I  remember  when  the 
telegraph  was  first  laid  down  to  Bel- 
mullet.  Earl  Spencer  showed  how  com- 
munication was  cut  off  from  that  part  of 
the  country  until  the  telegraph  was 
made ;  but  surely  the  British  taxpayer 
has  a  right  to  know  why  the  cost  of  that 
work  should  be  charged  upon  this  Vote, 
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and  why  it  is  not  put  under  the  Postal 
Vote  to  which  it  ought  properly  to  be 
debited.  But  the  British  taxpayer  will 
be  surprised  to  find  that  John  Bull  is 
taking  £306  out  of  his  breeches  pocket, 
and  putting  it  into  the  hands  of  the 
Irish  taxpayers.  If  the  Post  OflB.ce  has 
to  make  a  charge  of  £306  for  a  tele- 
graph to  Belmullet,  why  is  it  not 
charged  to  the  Post  Office  Vote  ?  There 
is  another  question  which  was  raised  in 
this  House  four  or  five  weeks  ago  with 
regard  to  the  practice  which  exists 
among  the  Irish  police  of  carrying  their 
side  arms  while  attending  Divine  Wor- 
ship. This  is  a  matter  which  has  caused 
great  annoyance,  and  I  saw  that  some 
time  ago  in  this  House  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  stated  with  regard  to  the 
English  soldiers,  or  marines,  I  forget 
which,  that  those  men  would  not  be 
allowed  to  carry  their  bayonets  when 
going  to  church,  except  on  occasions  of 
parade.  Of  course,  it  is  quite  right  that 
when  our  soldiers  or  any  of  the  armed  ser- 
vants of  the  Queen  go  to  church  for  pur- 
poses of  parade,  they  should  carry  their 
weapons  with  them.  Nobody  objects 
to  that.  I  think  I  have  seen  soldiers 
carry  their  guns  and  bayonets  with  them 
on  such  occasions.  The  people  do  not 
object  to  that  because  soldiers  are  not 
supposed  to  go  without  their  arms.  But 
it  is  a  most  objectionable  thing  to  see 
the  police  going  to  Mass  with  their 
bayonets.  They  are  a  civil  force,  and 
surely  their  batons  ought  to  be  sufficient 
to  protect  them  during  Divine  service. 
It  is  not  pretended  that  they  are  ever 
attacked  during  Divine  service,  or  that 
they  can  possibly  have  any  use  for  their 
bayonets  on  such  occasions.  I  remember 
raising  this  question  during  the  time 
the  late  Mr.  Forster  was  Chief  Seore* 
tary,  and  I  think  that  this  practice  of 
carrying  side  arms  by  the  police  when 
they  go  to  church  is  one  to  which  a  stop 
ought  to  be  put.  Finally,  I  should  like 
to  say  one  word  with  regard  to  the  loss 
of  life  during  the  Belfast  riots.  I  refer 
to  the  case  of  the  unfortunate  head-oon- 
stable  Gardner.  The  widow  of  that 
unfortunate  man  comes  from  the  district 
I  have  the  honour  to  represent,  and  I 
want  to  know  what  compensation  is  to 
be  given  to  that  poor  woman  for  the 
loss  she  sustained  by  the  death  of  her 
husband  ?  I  presume  that  all  persons 
wounded  or  maimed  during  those  riots 
have  got  compensation,  and  there  are 
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far  as  I  can  discover,  a  packet  of  The 
Ttme8^  libels  under  tlie  name  of  **  Par- 
nellism  and  Crime."  They  were  sent 
in  great  quantities  addressed  to  the  Ser- 
geant in  charge,  R.I.O.,  such  and  sucli 
station,  such  and  such  county.  They 
bore  not  the  ordinary  postage  stamp, 
but  the  impressed  stamp,  showing  that 
they  had  been  posted  in  large  quantities. 
I  look  at  this  question  from  two  points 
of  view,  and  I  ask,  first,  will  the  Go- 
vernment permit  the  police  barracks  of 
Ireland  to  be  used  for  the  dissemination 
of  libels  upon  the  Eepresentatives  of 
the  Irish  people  here ;  and,  secondly, 
will  they  permit  police  constables,  who 
have  sympathy  with  the  people,  to  be 
insulted  by  the  dissemination  of  these 
libels  ?  I  have  received  a  letter  from  a 
constable  enclosing  a  wrapper  in  which 
the  pamphlets  were  sent,  and  in  which 
tho  writer  says — 

"I  hope  you  will  be  able  to  see  your  way  to 
ask  a  question  on  this  matter,  if  it  is  to  do 
nothing  more  than  to  show  our  English  friends 
how  careful  some  people  are  **— some  patrons  of 
literature — "  to  keep  the  Royal  Irish  Constabu- 
lary a  non-political  force.** 

I  have  received  another  letter  from  a 
constable,  who  said  the  men  of  the  force 
dare  not  show  United  Ireland^  nor  The 
Weekly  Times,  nor  7%^  iVa^/on  in  barracks; 
and  he  added  that  several  most  objec- 
tionable publications  containing  the 
grossest  libels  on  the  Irish  National 
Members,  and  on  everything  Irish  and 
Catholic,  were  sent  to  every  head  quar- 
ter station  in  the  county,  and  to  almost 
all  the  out  stations  of  the  county  from 
which  he  wrote.  In  these  papers  the 
police  were  lauded  up  to  the  skies,  and 
one  gave  the  portraits  of  a  Cavalry 
policeman  and  an  Infantry  policeman. 
Underneath  were,  according  to  the 
writer,  a  number  of  most  disgusting 
verses  about  the  Irish  Members,  who 
were  called  seditious  mongers,  &c.  One 
of  these,  he  says,  is  bung  in  the  day 
room  of  every  police  station.  The 
police  tear  down  placards  outside  police 
barracks  by  your  orders,  but  I  tell  you 
plainly  that  there  are  police  constables 
m  Ireland  with  sufficient  spirit  to  tear 
down  inside  the  stations  such  placards 
as  these  if  the  order  is  not  promptly 
given  for  their  removal.  I  shall,  press 
to-night,  and  ask  my  hon.  Friends  to 
assist  me  in  'pressing,  for  an  engage- 
ment that  the  buildings  paid  for  by  pub- 
lic money  will  not  be  flooded,  and  that 
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the  constables  paid  out  of  the  taxation 
of  the  United  Kingdom  will  not  have 
their  minds  corrupted  by  the  circulation 
of  libels  against  the  body  of  the  Eepre- 
sentatives of  the  people,  the  falsehood 
of  which  both  by  the  omission  and  com- 
mission of  the  Government  have  been 
abundantly  proved.  Now  I  have  to 
refer  to  one  or  two  questions  of  finance. 
First  of  all,  let  me  say  a  word  or  two 
with  regard  to  the  position  of  the  police 
pensioners  who  left  the  foree  between 
December,  1872,  and  August,  1874.  A 
Boyal  Commission  sat  in  1872,  and  re- 
ported upon  the  pay  and  pension  of  the 
Boyal  Irish  force.  They  recommended 
an  increase  of  both  pay  and  pension, 
and  that  the  increase  of  pay  should 
come  into  operation  from  December, 
1872,  but  that  the  increase  of  pension 
which  was  founded  upon  the  increase  of 
pay  should  not  come  into  force  until 
August,  1874.  The  men,  therefore,  who 
left  the  force  between  those  dates  were 
not  allowed  to  receive  the  higher  pen- 
sion. As  a  matter  of  strict  justice,  I  had 
desired  to  plead  with  the  Government 
for  these  men.  I  believe  Irish  Members 
of  every  school  of  politics  are  of  opinion 
that  those  men  who  received  higher  pay 
in  consequence  of  the  Heport  of  the 
Commission  ought  to  be  placed  on  a 
level  with  the  constables  who  left  the 
force  subsequently.  I  have  also  to 
refer  to  the  extraordinary  position  of  the 
Constables'  Fund.  The  Government 
need  not  hope  that  they  will  be  allowed 
to  escape  lightly  in  respect  to  this  ques- 
tion, which  is  one  of  the  very  greatest 
moment.  This  Constabulary  Force  Fund 
was  founded  in  1 82$6,  more  than  50  years 
ago.  It  was  maintained  for  many 
years  by  a  compulsory  reduction  from 
the  pay  of  the  men  of  the  force. 
For  many  years  that  deduction  amoanted 
to  2^  per  cent  of  their  pay,  it  was  then 
reduced  to  1^  per  cent.  During  the 
last  50  years  that  this  fund  has  been  in 
existence  —  and  it  has  amounted  to 
many  thousands  of  pounds — the  admi- 
nistration of  the  fund  has  been  entrusted 
to  one  individual,  the  Inspector  General 
of  Police,  and  there  has  not  been  a 
correct  or  public  account  rendered 
until  the  14th  of  day  of  June  of  this 
year.  What  has  become  of  the  hun- 
dreds of  thousands  of  pounds  paid  into 
this  fund?  It  was  a  fimd  founded 
ostensibly  for  the  relief  of  the  widows 
and  orphans  of   constables   and  pen* 
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sioners  of  the  force.  The  pensioners 
claim,  in  the  first  place,  that  they  shall 
have  a  full  account  rendered  for  the 
years  prior  to,  and  not  only  for  the  last 
seven  years.  The  accounts  presented 
in  June  give  three  or  four  general 
heads  of  receipts  and  general  heads  of 
outlay ;  the  men  who  have  subscribed  to 
this  fund  for  50  years, and  many  of  whom 
are  yet  alive,  require  a  different  account. 
They  ask  for  an  account  showing,  in 
the  first  place,  the  general  heads  of 
receipts  for  every  year  since  the  foun- 
dation of  the  fund ;  and,  in  the  second 
place,  with  regard  to  the  expendi- 
ture showing  the  particulars  of  each 
payment  made,  and  the  cause  of  the 
payment.  My  hon.  and  learned  Friend 
the  Member  for  North  Longford  (Mr. 
T.  M.  Healy)  showed  considerable 
forbearance  just  now  in  his  references 
or  allusions  to  this  subject.  Among 
others,  County  Inspector  J.  E.  French, 
had,  at  one  time,  control  of  a  con- 
siderable portion  of  this  fund.  There 
is  a  belief  that  French  used  the 
money  of  this  fund  for  secret  service  ; 
some  people  have  been  led  to  the  con- 
clusion that  he  used  it  for  his  own 
secret  service.  He  purchased  landed 
property  which  has  since  come  under 
the  control  of  the  Bankruptcy  Court, 
and  it  is  also  believed  by  many  members 
of  the  force  that  French  was  allowed 
to  draw  upon  this  fund  in  order  to  meet 
the  expenses  of  his  own  action  against 
Mr.  W.  O'Brien  and  United  Ireland,  and 
actually  for  the  defence  of  himself  when 
he  was  indicted  criminally  by  the  Crown. 
We  do  not  commit  ourselves  to  these 
rumours,  but  I  submit,  as  men  of  all 
parties  will  agree,  that  it  is  undesirable 
that  a  fund  made  up  from  the  subscrip- 
tions of  constables  should  be  so  pri- 
vately administered,  and  so  kept  out  of 
the  view  of  any  responsible  auditor  as 
to  keep  the  subscribers  totally  in  the 
dark  as  to  the  appropriation  of  the 
money.  It  is  necessary  the  fund  should 
be  checked.  I  now  ask  the  Govern- 
ment that  they  will  lay  on  the  Table  of 
this  House,  with  the  utmost  possible 
speed,  an  account  showing  upon  the 
debit  side  the  principle  heads  of  receipts 
since  1836,  and  upon  the  credit  side  the 
payments  made  to  every  person  and  the 
reasons  for  which  they  were  made.  We 
shall  press  this  matter,  and  continue  to 
press  it  until  we  receive  an  answer,  as  I 
Lave    no   doubt   we  shall  eventually. 


Now,  this  fund  operates  very  unfairly 
as  between  oflBcers  and  men  of  the 
force.  I  asked  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour)  lately,  whether 
it  was  not  true  that  the  officers  of  the 
force  had  at  one  time  a  fund  for  the 
relief  of  their  widows  and  orphans. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  did  not  know 
that  there  was  such  a  fund,  and  that 
the  officers  desired  that  the  fund  should 
be  wound  up,  and  that  in  obedience  to 
their  request  it  was  wound  up.  I  can 
well  understand  why  the  officers'  fund 
was  brouffht  to  an  end,  because  I 
plainly  see  on  examining  the  return 
presented  to  the  House  that  the  officers 
are  quartered  on  the  men.  In  the 
last  seven  years  the  force  subscribed 
to  this  fund  £98,000.  Of  this  the 
officers  subscribed  £7,000  odd,  and  the 
men  £90,000  odd.  How  much  did  the 
officers  and  their  widows  and  orphans 
get  out  of  the  fund  ?  The  officers  sub- 
scribed, as  I  say,  £7,000  odd,  in  the 
last  seven  years,  but  they  and  their 
widows  and  orphans  received  £22,000 
from  the  fund ;  that  certainly  is  a  very 
comfortable  and  lucrative  fund  for  the 
officers.  The  men  paid  to  the  fund,  as 
I  say,  £90,000  odd,  but  only  received 
from  it  £67,000;  so  that  the  officers 
had  taken  out  three  times  the  amount 
they  subscribed  and  the  men  had  only 
taken  out  three-quarters  of  what  they 
paid  in.  I  do  not  wonder  the  officers 
wound  up  their  own  fund,  neither  do  I 
wonder  that  the  men,  whether  they  bo 
constables  serving  in  the  force,  or  pen- 
sioners outside,  are  very  anxious  that 
this  fund  should  be  wound  up  also. 
Last  year  the  receipts  amounted  to 
£20,000.  The  officers  paid  £1.000  of 
this  amount,  and  the  men  £13,000. 
[An  hon.  Member  :  £19,000.]  No;  the 
rest  is  made  up  in  another  way.  Now, 
the  officers  who  paid  £1,000  drew  out 
£4,000,  and  the  men  who  paid  £13,000 
drew  out  £9,000.  This  is,  I  think, 
inequitable  and  monstrous.  If  the 
officers  want  gratuities  for  their  widows 
and  orphans  let  them  make  a  fund  for 
that  purpose,  and  let  their  widows  and 
orphans  be  paid  out  of  it,  and  not  im- 
poverish the  widows  and  orphans  of 
poorer  men.  Now,  Sir,  the  pensioners 
are  placed  in  a  very  peculiar  position ; 
they  are  still  obliged  to  pay  to  this  fund 
although  an  Act  was  passed  in  1883 
which  practically  brought  the  fund 
to    a    oondusion.       I     suppose    the 
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Attorney  General  for  Ireland  (Mr. 
Gibson)  is  aware  of  the  nature  of  the 
Act  passed  in  1883.  No  man  wlio 
joined  the  Constabulary  Force  after  that 
date  is  permitted  to  subscribe  to  this 
fund — it  is  intended  that  this  fund  shall 
die  out  in  course  of  time.  It  is  now 
dying  out  in  consequence  of  the  new 
law ;  annual  payments  to  the  fund  being 
less  than  the  amounts  drawn  out.  Pen- 
sioners are  obliged,  however,  to  contri- 
bute to  the  fund,  whereas  men  joining 
the  force  are  not  allowed  to  do  so,  and 
yet  they  are  entitled  to  receive  awards. 
The  pensioners  are,  therefore,  obliged  to 
go  on  paying  for  the  benefit  of  their 
widows  and  orphans ;  but  if  a  pen- 
sioner's wife  dies  before  himself  he  re- 
ceives no  grant  from  the  fund ;  if  his 
children  die  before  reaching  the  age  of 
J  8,  he  receives  no  grant.  If,  instead  of 
deductions  having  been  made  from  his 
pay  compulsorily,  he  had  been  allowed 
to  insure  his  life  in  some  Life  As- 
surance Company,  he  would  have  been 
able  to  procure  an  annuity  for  his  old 
age,  and  the  comfortable  allowance  for 
his  family  in  case  of  his  death.  I  have  to 
asked  the  Goverament,  will  they  con- 
sent to  wind  up  this  fund  ?  They  agreed 
to  wind  up  the  officers'  fund  at  the  request 
of  the  officers ;  why  should  they  refuse 
to  wind  up  this  fund  at  the  request  of 
the  men  ?  This  fund  is  now  represented 
by  £130,000  worth  of  Government  Stock. 
This  amount  has  been  piled  up  out  of 
payments  compulsorily  made  by  these 
poor  men,  men  who  could  not  very  well 
spare  the  money.  I  ask  the  Government 
to  inquire — to  send  out  circulars  of 
inquiry  to  ascertain — from  the  4,000  Con- 
stabulary pensioners  and  the  12,000  men 
now  in  the  force,  whether  they  desire 
this  fund  to  be  wound  up  or  not ;  and  I 
ask  the  Government  to  act  on  the  plain 
principle  of  equity,  and,  as  they  have  by 
legislation  recognized  the  fact  that  this 
fund  must  cease,  and  as  they  have  for- 
bidden the  men  now  joining  to  subscribe 
to  it,  I  ask  them  to  carry  out  their  policy 
to  a  logical  conclusion,  and  if  they  find 
the  majority  of  the  constables  and  police 
pensioners  desirous  that  the  fund  should 
be  wound  up,  wind  it  up.  Whether  they 
wind  it  up  or  not,  I  tell  them  they  will 
never  get  \d,  in  this  House  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  police  without  a 
fight  and  strong  resistance  so  long  as 
this  principle  of  allowing  one  official  to 
adminiater  this  fund  exists.    TiiQ  right 
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hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary 
(Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour)  may  smile ;  but  it 
is  a  disgraceful  and  scandalous  system, 
and  one  that  holds  out  a  premium  for 
dishonesty  and  the  wrongful  appropria- 
tion of  public  money  to  allow  any  one 
officer  in  Dublin,  witiiout  proper  oheck, 
to  administer  a  fund  amounting  to 
£20,000  a-year.  I  know  how  this  fund 
has  been  applied ;  I  know  where  a  good 
deal  of  the  money  is  gone.  You  say  it 
goes  to  the  widows  and  orphans  of  the 
men ;  but  a  good  deal  goes  otherwise. 
I  know,  for  instance,  that  in  the  Barba- 
villa  case,  where  perjurers  were  suborned, 
the  men  who  had  charge  of  the  case  re- 
ceived grants  of  money  out  of  this  very 
fund.  In  that  case.  Constable  Lynch 
swore  that  the  M'Coans — father  and  son 
— had  no  opportunity  of  consulting  to- 
gether. That  has  been  discovered  to  be 
a  falsehood ;  it  has  been  ascertained,  in 
fact,  that  they  were  put  together  in 
order  that  the  father  might  train  the 
son  in  the  lies  he  had  to  tell.  Lynch 
swore  a  false  oath ;  but  because  of  his 
meritorious  conduct  in  allowing  the 
father  and  son  to  come  together,  and 
allowing  them  to  manufacture  their 
story,  he  was  rewarded.  Judge  Law- 
son  said  that  if  the  father  and  son  had 
any  means  of  coming  together  and  con- 
cocting their  story,  it  would  be  a  great 
matter  to  go  before  the  jury.  Lynch, 
for  his  meritorious  and  efficient  conduct 
in  the  case,  and  for  procuring  the  con- 
viction and  sentencing  to  penal  servi- 
tude of  1 1  men,  against  whose  characters 
nothing  had  been  alleged,  figured  for 
meritorious  conduct,  and  pocketed  £15 
out  of  the  fund  intended  for  widows  and 
orphans.  Now,  Sir,  we  shall  press  this 
matter  to  the  uttermost.  I  have,  I 
think,  now  opened  these  questions  suffi- 
ciently to  enable  the  Government  to 
reply.  Before  I  sit  down,  however,  I 
should  like  to  inquire  what  the  Govern- 
ment intend  to  do — this  is  the  29th  of 
August,  and  the  Session  is  nearly  at  an 
end — with  regard  to  the  maintenance  of 
social  order  in  Belfast  ?  My  patience  in 
regard  to  this  question  is  very  nearly 
worn  out.  The  Committee  is  aware  that 
the  Belfast  riots  took  place  in  June,  July, 
and  August  of  last  year ;  the  Committee 
knows  that  40  lives  were  lost  in  those 
disturbances,  and  the  Committee  knows 
that  60  houses  were  wrecked.  Every 
Member  of  the  Committee  is  familiar 
with  the  fact  that  Belfast,  intermittently 
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for  three  months,  was   given  up  to  a 
carnival  of  riot  and  bloodshed;    every 
Member  is  aware  that  it  took  an  army 
of  6,000  soldiers  and  police  to  reduce 
that  town  to  a  condition  of  peace  and 
order ;  everyone  is  aware  that  the  cause 
from  which  these  riots  sprung  was  the 
stimulus  given   to  political  feeling  by 
certain  well  known  gentlemen.     More- 
over, it  is  a  familiar  fact  that  these  were 
the  fourth  riots  within  30  years  in  that 
town — there   were  the    riots    in    1857, 
1864,  1872,  and  again  last  year.     We 
have  these  riots   proceeding  from  the 
same    cause,   continuing  to   the    same 
extent,  involving  the  same  terrible  and 
calamitous  loss  of  life,  and  the  same 
widespread  destruction  of  property.     I 
questioned  the   right  hon.   Gentleman 
the  Chief  Secretary  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour) 
on  the  24th  March  last — it  was  the  occa- 
sion of  the  All-night  Sitting,  as  you, 
Sir,  may  remember.      The  right  hon. 
Gentleman     was     absent    during    the 
night,  and   when   he   returned,    at    11 
o'clock   in    the    morning,    I   drew    his 
attention  to  the  subject.     He  replied  not 
in  detail  but  in  substance  satisfactorily, 
and,  under  the  circumstances,  I  did  not 
think  it  was  fair  to  press  him  to  go  into 
details.      He  pleaded  he  was  new  to 
Office ;  he  pleaded,  also,  that  although 
four  Commissioners  had  reported,    the 
fifth  Commissioner  had  not;   and  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  pleaded  also,  not 
only    that    the    Government    accepted 
broadly  the    recommendations    of    the 
four  Commissioners,  and  was  labouring 
to  carry  them  into  effect,  but  he  hoped 
to  'proceed   to  practical  action  on  th^ 
subject  as  soon   as   possible  after  the 
Beport  of  the  fifth  Commissioner  reached 
him.     That  Eeport  came  to  hand  on  the 
25th  of  March,  five  months  ago.     The 
Beport  of  the  four  other  Commissioners 
had  been  presented  in    January,   two 
months  earlier.     What  view  do  the  Go- 
vernment take  of  their  position  as  con- 
servators of  the  peace  in  Belfast  in  view 
of  the  solemn  warnings  given   by  the 
four  Commissioners,  and  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  Belfast  is  a  town  in  which 
formidable  riots  may  break  out  at  any 
moment  ?     What  do  they  think  of  their 
responsibility  in    dawdling    along    for 
months  and  months  toying  with  human 
life  without  taking  action  ?    Is  it  to  be 
understood  that  Belfast  is  to  be  given 
over  for  another  year  to  its  present  in- 
efficient system,   and  no   effort   made 


before  next  Session  to  legislate  on  the 
question?    The  Commissioners  recom- 
mended two  important  improvements — 
they  recommended  improvements  of  an 
administrative  character,  and  improve- 
ments in  regard  to  legislation.     One  of 
these  improvements  was  an  increase  in 
the  number  of  the  police  force.     What 
has  been  done  to  carry  out  that  recom- 
mendation?    I  know   there  is  a  Bill 
before  the  House,   but  what  is  to  be 
done  with  it  ?     Is  it  pretended  that  in 
a  case  of  such  serious  moment  the  mere 
fact  of  a  block  standing  against  a  Bill — a 
block  by  local  Members  politically  inte- 
rested in  the  screening  of  rioters — is  to 
prevent  the  Government  from  further 
attempting  to  make  progress  with  the 
Bill  ?     My  hon.  and  learned  Friend  the 
Member  for  North  Longford  (Mr.  T.  M. 
Healy)   referred  to  the  case  of  Head 
Constable   Gardner.     This  officer    was 
shot  dead  in  cold  blood  in  the  streets  of 
Belfast;  he  left  a  widow  and  orphans 
penniless ;  but  the  cunning  Corporation 
of  the  town  of  Belfast  have  so  framed 
their  law  that  the  representatives  of  a 
soldier  or  policeman  killed  in  the  pro- 
gress   of    a    riot   cannot    recover  any 
damages.     A  Bill  was  brought  in  to 
amend  this  law  ;   do  the  Government 
intend  to  pass  it  ?    Eiots  may  occur  this 
winter,  and  soldiers  and  policemen  may 
be  killed,  but  their  relatives  will  be 
unable  to  recover  damages.     If  your 
window  is  broken  you  can  recover  the 
damage,  but  if  your  skull  is  fractured 
you  cannot ;  that  is  the  law  in  Belfast, 
and  this  is  the  law  which  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  regards 
in  what  I  may  call  a  languid  attitude  of 
mind.     Now,  on  the  21st  of  March  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  promised  to  act 
immediately  in  this  matter ;  but   here 
we  are  at  the  29th  of  August  and  nothing 
has  been  ^done  by  way  of  legislation, 
and  nothing  by  way  of  administration. 
The  law  remains  the  same  as  last  year  ; 
the  police  force  remains  the  same ;  no- 
thing has  been  done  to  increase  the 
force;  nothing  has  been  done  to  im- 
prove the  class  of  barracks ;  nothing  has 
been  done  to  establish  telephonic  com- 
munication.    The    Commissioner,    Mr. 
Wallace  M'Hardy,  of  whom  we  have  so 
high  an  opinion,  gave  page  after  page  of 
his  experiences  as  a  police  officer,  and 
made  certain  recommendations  for  the 
improvement  of  the   police  system  of 
Belfast;  but  nothing  has  been  done. 
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You  were  ready  enough  to  coerce  the 
rest  of  Ireland  ;  you  were  ready  enough 
to  pass  for  districts  where  there  was  no 
crime  to  speak  of,  and  where  the  peace 
is  never  broken  except  in  the  struggle 
for  dear  life  and  home,  a  code  as  drastic 
as  ever  was  enacted  for  Algeria ;  but 
you  do  nothing  for  the  town  of  Bel- 
fast, where  passion  runs  riot,  where 
property  is  constantly  destroyed,  and 
where  Catholics  and  Nationalists  are 
placed  at  the  mercy  of  an  overwhelm- 
ing and  hostile  majority.  The  majo- 
rity is  composed  of  your  political 
partizans,  the  rioters  are  your  sup- 
porters; and  I  cannot  wonder  that  the 
Government  are  so  supine,  that  they 
are  unwilling  to  move  in  the  matter, 
when  I  remember  that  all  these  riots 
sprang  from  the  political  stimulus  im- 
parted by  a  Member  of  their  own  Go- 
vernment. I  shall  press  again  and  again 
to-night  for  assurances  upon  two  points. 
First,  that  the  administration  of  the 
police  force  of  Belfast  will  be  immedi- 
ately placed  upon  the  basis  contemplated 
by  the  Commissioners;  and,  secondly, 
that  the  Bill  now  before  this  House 
shall  be  passed  this  Session,  Why  should 
it  not  be  passed  ?  The  Government  have 
been  dawdling  away  the  time;  they 
have  had  the  Hoport  of  the  Commis- 
sioners in  their  hands  since  January, 
and  they  did  not  bring  in  their  Bill  till 
June,  and  then,  after  taking  a  second 
reading,  they  discovered  some  occult 
cause  for  referring  the  Bill  to  a  Select 
Committee ;  then  they  postponed  it  week 
after  week,  and  now  the  Government, 
having  at  their  disposal  the  whole  time 
of  the  House,  plead  the  half-past  12 
o'clock  Eule  as  a  reason  for  not  bring- 
ing on  the  Bill  at  all.  The  Government 
accept  very  heavy  responsibility.  Their 
responsibility  may  not  result  in  any 
guilt ;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  it  may  do 
80  ;  there  may  be  a  renewal  of  rioting  in 
Belfast.  If  the  riots  are  renewed  and 
lives  are  lost,  the  blood  of  the  victims 
will  be  on  their  heads.  Before  I  eit 
down  I  want  to  make  an  inquiry  con- 
cerning the  riots  at  Portrush.  I  com- 
plain that  the  Nationalist  Foresters  of 
Belfast,  some  of  whom  are  my  con- 
stituents, and  whom  I  know  to  be 
most  respectable  and  law-abiding  men, 
have  been  calumniated  by  Members  of 
the  Government.  Every  year  that  they 
have  made  an  excursion  they  have  been 
assaulted.    They  cannot  go  for  a  day's 
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outing  without  having  mobs  of  furious 
partizans  lying  in  wait  to  assault  them. 
They  went  to  Portrush  a  few  weeks 
ago ;  they  gave  notice  to  the  police  of 
the  excursion,  in  order  that  their  peace 
might  be  preserved.  This  proved  their 
good  faith.  What  happened  ?  A  mob 
was  organized  in  the  town  of  Coleraine. 
Everybody  in  that  town  knew  from  a 
very  early  hour  on  the  Sunday  morning 
that  this  mob  was  being  organized,  and 
intended  to  proceed  from  Coleraine  to 
Portrush  for  the  purpose  of  attacking 
the  excursionists.  They  did  attack  the 
excursionists.  Where  were  the  police ; 
what  was  the  virtue  of  the  notice  that 
was  sent  to  the  police ;  why  did  not  the 
police  act  upon  it  ?  They  stood  by,  and 
allowed  the  attack  to  be  organized,  and 
to  be  carried  out.  They  never  inter- 
fered ;  and  then.  Sir,  when  the  disturbers 
of  order  had  had  their  way,  the  police 
arrested  men  who  had  been  subjected  to 
the  attack.  I  have  just  received  a  tele- 
gram from  Belfast  to  say  that  what  is 
called  a  Loyalist  witness,  one  of  the 
assaulting  party,  has  been  committed 
for  perjury.  I  am  here  to  say  that  the 
Foresters,  who  warned  the  police  of 
their  excursion,  in  order  to  prevent  an 
infraction  of  the  peace,  are  anxious  and 
desirous  to  have  a  full  and  exhaustive 
inquiry  into  the  merits  of  the  case ;  and 
I  have  to  ask  the  Government  whether 
they  will  grant  an  inquiry  ?  If  they  are 
not  prepared  to  grant  an  inquiry,  I 
maintain  they  are  not  justified  in  using 
their  position  in  this  House  to  defame 
the  character  of  as  law-abiding  and  re- 
spectable a  body  of  men  as  there  is  in 
Ireland.  You  are  ready  to  prosecute 
the  Nationalist  Foresters  in  Ireland,  but 
you  will  not  prosecute  Major  Lydwjn, 
who  is  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  County 
Tipperary,  and  who  has  been  engaged 
for  the  last  seven  years  in  constant 
litigation  with  his  tenants.  He  has 
served  on  one  tenant  writs,  summonses, 
processes,  and  legal  documents  of  varions 
kinds  to  the  number  of  108.  I  want  the 
police  to  bring  this  man  to  justice.  He 
lately  trespassed  on  the  holding  of  a 
tenant ;  he  brought  a  body  of  emergency 
men  with  him,  and  tried  to  carry  out 
some  operation  on  the  tenant's  holding. 
A  squabble  took  place,  and  a  donkey 
happened  to  be  killed.  The  magistrate 
summoned  the  tenant  for  the  killing  of 
the  donkey.  The  tenant  believed  •  he 
had  a  right  to  resist  the  trespass,  but 
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omitted  to  engage  counsel ;  he  was  sen- 
tenced to  three  months'  imprisonment. 
When  the  landlord  found  the  man  in 
gaol,  and  his  wife  and  nine  children 
helpless  at  home,  he  came  at  10  o'clock 
one  Sunday  morning,  when  he  thought 
the  family  would  be  at  church,  bringing 
a  body  of  emergency  men  with  him,  and 
blew  up  with  dynamite,  or  some  othor 
explosive,  a  small  bridge  leading  from 
the  farm  of  the  poor  woman  to  the 
public  road ;  and  one  effect  of  the  ex- 
plosion was  that  a  stone  which  was  dis- 
lodged struck  a  woman  on  the  temple. 
The  work,  however,  was  not  complete. 
Major  Lydwyn  returned  at  9  o'clock  in 
the  evening  to  complete  the  destruction 
of  the  place  by  another  explosion.  He 
then  went  to  the  house  of  the  woman, 
and  used  such  terrific  threats  that  four 
neighbours  came  in,  and  remained  in 
the  house  all  night,  or  else  it  is  likely 
that  the  woman  would  have  gone  mad 
with  terror.  What  has  been  done  to 
prosecute  this  man  ?  He  is  not  a  Na- 
tionalist Forester ;  he  is  a  Major  who 
continues  to  adjudicate  from  day  to  day 
on  the  Bench  at  Templemore.  I  believe 
that  half  the  time  of  the  Bench  is  oc- 
cupied in  the  hearing  of  disputes  between 
this  man  and  his  tenants. 

The  chairman  :  I  do  not  see  how 
this  question  is  relevant  to  the  Vote  be- 
fore the  Committee.  It  would  be  relevant 
to  the  Vote  for  Prosecutions. 

Mr.  sexton  :  This  Vote  is  for  the 
pay  of  the  police,  and  the  duty  of  the 
police  is  to  report  all  outrages.  I  have 
not  heard  that  they  have  reported  the 
outrage  I  have  described.  May  I  inquire 
from  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief 
Secretary  whether  the  police  at  the  ad- 
joining  station  reported  this  outrage; 
and  if  not,  why  not ;  and  if  they  have, 
what  steps  will  be  taken  for  the  main- 
tenance of  law  and  order,  and  the  re- 
moval of  Major  Lydwyn  from  the  Com- 
mission of  the  Peace  ? 

Mb.  FLYNN  (Cork,  N.) :  We  have 
just  listened  with  great  interest  to  the 
characteristically  able  speech  from 
the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
West  Belfast  (Mr.  Sexton).  In  the 
course  of  his  speech,  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man referred  to  the  resignation  of  con- 
stables in  Kerry  and  other  parts  of  Ire- 
land. Now,  I  should  like  an  expression 
of  opinion  from  the  Government  upon 
this  matter.  I  trust  the  Members  of 
the  Committee  observed  the  manner  in 
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wbi'ih  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr. 
A.  J.  Balfour)  replied  to  the  observa- 
tions of  my  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
East  Mayo  (Mr.  Dillon).  My  hon.  Friend 
pointed  out  that  there  was  an  increase 
this  year  in  this  Vote  of  £15,000,  and 
that  since  1881  there  has  actually  been 
an  increase  of  £260,000.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  says  that  is  not  much ;  but 
what  my  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
East  Mayo  pointed  out  was  that  the  in- 
crease is  continuous,  that  the  Estimate 
has  increased  steadily  since  1881,  and 
that  it  has  increased  considerably  during 
the  past  12  months.  Surely  an  increase 
of  £260,000  in  a  Vote  of  this  kind  is  a 
matter  sufficiently  serious  to  require  the 
grave  attention  of  the  Committee.  Now, 
the  average  cost  of  the  Irish  Constabu- 
lary is  about  6«.  Qd.  per  1,000  inhabi- 
tauts ;  that  is  about  twice  what  it  is 
for  the  same  population  in  England. 
The  number  of  constables  in  Ireland, 
excluding  the  Dublin  district,  is  2*65 
per  1,000  inhabitants ;  including  the 
Dublin  district  it  is,  speaking  in  round 
numbers,  about  3  to  every  1,000  inhabi- 
tants. In  Ireland  the  number  of  con- 
stables per  1,000  inhabitants  is  three 
times  greater  than  in  Great  Britain. 
The  bare  mention  of  this  distinction  is 
enough  to  excite  the  attention  of  this 
Committee,  and  to  call  for  the  gravest 
and  closest  examination  of  the  Esti- 
mates which  lead  to  results  of  this 
kind.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  says 
that  the  large  amount  required  for  the 
Irish  Constabulary  is  not  greater  than 
the  absolute  necessity  of  the  case  de- 
mands. What  causes  the  necessity  of 
the  case  ?  what  brings  about  this  result  ? 
why  is  such  a  large  Estimate  necessary  ? 
Ought  not  this  Committee  to  inquire 
into  these  matters  just  as  the  head  of  a 
business  would  ?  We  shall  make  it  our 
business  to  do  so ;  we  shall  make  it  our 
business  to  acquaint  the  people  of  Eng- 
land with  the  amount  of  this  Estimate, 
with  the  extravagant  expenditure  of 
the  British  taxpayer's  money,  with  the 
result  not  of  advantage  to  the  country 
in  which  it  is  spent,  but  of  the  greatest 
possible  mischief  and  disturbance  of  the 
cause  of  social  order.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  seemed  to  take  very  great 
exception  to  the  remarks  of  the  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  East  Mayo 
(Mr.  Dillon)  with  regard  to  the  Irish 
Constabulary.  He  said  that,  no  matter 
what  operations  they  may  be  engaged 
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in,  we,  as  Irish  Eepresentatives,  ought 
to  be  proud  of  this  body,  which  every- 
one thinks  is  second  to  none  in  the  world 
in  the  qualities   usually   possessed  by 
large  bodies  of  men.     We  recognize  the 
intelligence,  the   ability,   and  the  fine 
physique  of  the  Royal  Irish  Constabu- 
lary ;  but  what  we  condemn  is  the  spirit 
with  which   this   fine  body  of  men  is 
imbued.     We    condemn    the    training 
they  receive,  and  the  uses  to  which  they 
are  put.     Great  exception  was  taken  by 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  the  remarks 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  East  Mayo  (Mr. 
Dillon),  and   the  remarks  of  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
North  Longford  (Mr.  T.  M.  Healy),  as 
to  the  non-detection  of  crime   by  the 
Boyal   Irish   Constabulary.     The  non- 
detection  of  crime  by  this  force  is  due 
to  the  character  of  the  force,   to   the 
systematic   manner  in  which   men  are 
employed  in  semi-political   and  semi 
military  duties.    In  fact,  Sir,  the  Con- 
stabulary of  Ireland  are  not  a  body  of 
men  employed  for  the  preservation  of 
the  peace,  the    conservation  of  public 
order,  and  the  detection  of   crime,  as 
the  Police  Force  of  a  country   should 
be ;  but  they  are  a  ^t«a«»- military  body 
engaged  to  a  very  great  extent  in  up- 
holding a  condition  of  things  which  the 
bulk  of  the  population  of  Great  Britain 
at  the  present  time  condemn.   They  are, 
in    short,    engaged   in   maintaining   a 
system  of  land  tenure,  and  in  upholding 
the  present   system  of  landlordism,  in 
upholding  the  system  of  eviction,  and 
of  harassing  and  annoying  the  people, 
which  is  admitted  at  the  present  time 
to  be  the  greatest  of  all  social  questions 
in  this  country,  and  which  is  admitted 
to  be  a  scandal  to  English  rule  in  Ire- 
land.    They  are  not  used  as  a  force  for 
the  detection  of  crime.     A  most  striking 
and  significant  illustration  of  this  came 
under  my  observation  not  very  many 
months  ago  in  Kerry.     Two  very  smart 
men  came  from  England  engaged  upon 
a  very  ingenious  system  of  fraud.   They 
represented   themselves  as   engaged  in 
travelling  for  a  firm  which  was  publish- 
ing a  certain  directory.     They  collected 
a  large  amount  of  money  from  men  in 
the  City  of  Cork,  from  men  engaged  in 
business,  and  then   they  proceeded  to 
Limerick,  where   they  also  collected  a 
large    amount    of    money.     Two   days 
before    these    men    were    arrested    in 
Limerick  information  was  given  by  two 
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or  three  men,  respectable  traders,  that 
this  fraud  was  being  perpetrated.     The 
police  would  not  arrest  the  men,  and  it 
is  very  probable  that  had  it  not  been 
that   two  or  three   private  traders  in 
Limerick  on  their  own  initiative  stopped 
the    men     and    detained    them,    they 
would    have    got    clean    out    of    the 
country.     We  heard  shortly  afterwards 
that    one    of    the  detectives    in  Cork 
who    was    apprised   of   the  fact,    and 
a  constable  to  whom  the  information 
was  given,  were  degraded.  The  detective 
was  put  back  into  the  ordinary  uniform 
of  a  constable,  and  the  constable  was  re- 
duced in  his  position.     Why  was  it  that 
the  two  men  were  allowed  to  go  about 
perpetrating  this  fraud  with  impunity  ? 
It   was   because  the    constables    were 
engaged  in  other  work — ^in  following,  for 
instance,  American  tourists  who  visit  the 
country.    Every  man  who  wears  a  wide- 
awake or  resembles  a  Yankee  in  any 
way  is* suspected  at  once,  and  his  foot- 
steps are  dogged  by  the  police.     It  is 
because  the  members  of  the  force  are 
engaged  in  work  of  this  kind  that  they 
do  no  other  work,  and  indeed  have  no 
taste  for  the  ordinary  duties  of  a  police 
constable — the  detection  of  crime  and 
the    maintenance  of   public    order.    I 
think  that  in  addition  to  explaining  to  the 
people  of  England  and  to  Uie  Committee 
the   enormous    cost  of  this    force    to 
the  British  taxpayer — over  £1,500.000 
sterling  a-year — we   should  also  strive 
to  show  its  uselessness,  and  the  absolute 
mischief  which  it  produces  in  Ireland, 
and  the  disturbance  of  social  order  which 
it  creates.    If  any  public  man  goes  to 
Cork  in  the  discharge  of  a  public  duty, 
and    he    is    suspected    of    Nationalist 
tendencies — ^if  he  goes,  for  instance,  to 
deliver  a  lecture  or  to  address  a  public 
meeting— the  constables  seem  to   seize 
every  opportunity  of  harassing  him  and 
those  who  may  accompany  him  or  meet 
to  welcome  him.     The  chief  object  of 
the  police  seems  to  be  the  molestation  in 
every  possible  way  of  Nationalists,  and 
of  people  who  are  identified  wiUi  the 
political  opinions  which  are  possessed  by 
the  vast  bulk  of  the  population  of  Ire- 
land.    A  very  short  time  ago  a  perfectly 
peaceable  and  orderly  meeting  was  being 
held  in  the  City  of  Cork,  no  complaint 
had  been  made  by  the  local  police  as  to 
the  meeting,   and  yet  at    a  moment's 
notice  a  number  of  constables,  armed 
with  bludgeons  and  swords,  sallied  forth 
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and  attacked  the  unarmed  and  un- 
offending crowd  who  were  listening  to 
the  speeches  which  were  being  made. 
The  people  were  knocked  down  and 
otherwise  most  brutally  treated.  Many 
people  who  were  coming  from  church  at 
the  time  were  included  in  the  attack 
made  by  the  police.  Such  proceedings 
seem  to  be  the  conception  by  the  average 
Irish  constable  of  his  duties.  None  of 
the  Representatives  of  Ireland  yield  to 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Se- 
cretary in  admiration  for  the  intelligence, 
the  fine  physique,  and  the  many  ad- 
mirable qualities  which  are  possessed  as 
a  body  by  the  Hoy al  Irish  Constabulary. 
What  we  object  to  ib  the  manner  in 
which  they  are  employed,  the  duties 
upon  which  they  are  engaged.  We 
object  also  to  the  enormous  amount  of 
money  which  is  expected  to  be  voted  in 
this  Committee  for  the  support  of  the 
force,  while  no  advantage  accrues  to  the 
community,  inasmuch  as  the  force  is 
used  in  perpetuating  an  anomalous  and 
disgraceful  condition  of  things. 

Mr.  M.  J.  KENNY  (Tyrone,  Mid) : 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief 
Secretary  for  Ireland  replying  to  my 
hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  East  Mayo 
(Mr.  Dillon)  was  anxious  to  know  who 
was  responsible  for  the  state  of  facts 
existing  in  Ireland,  and  which  necessitate 
the  maintenance  of  so  large  and  expensive 
a  force  as  the  Irish  Constabulary  is. 
That  opens  up  the  whole  question  of  the 
Government  of  Ireland,  and  I  do  not 
know  whether  it  would  be  useful  to 
speculate  upon  this  subject  now,  but  it 
appears  as  though  the  Chief  Secretary 
were  prepared  to  maintain  that  the  Irish 
Constabulary  were  politically  and  morally 
a  particular  body  of  men.  Now,  I  wish 
to  call  attention  to  specific  instances  of 
proceedings  by  the  Irish  Constabulary  to 
show  that  they  are  very  far  from  being 
the  decent  and  respectable  men  which  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  imagines  them  to 
be.  In  the  first  place,  I  desire  to  call 
attention  to  the  proceedings  of  the  Con- 
stabulary at  Bodyke  evictions,  and  I  do 
so  for  the  purpose  of  directing  the  notice 
of  the  Committee  to  what  I  consider  to 
be  a  gross  and  glaring  scandal — namely, 
the  way  in  which  the  police  are  used, 
not  to  protect  the  Sheriff  in  the  discharge 
of  his  duty,  but  to  do  the  Sheriff  and  his 
bailiff's  work,  at  evictions.  I  was 
present  during  the  whole  time  that  the 
bodyke  evictions  were  in  progress,  and 


I  saw  from  day  to  day  a  great  body  of 
the  Royal  Irish  Constabulary,  something 
like  200  men  aided  by  a  considerable 
force  of  military,  form  themselves  into 
volunteer  parties  to  break  into  houses 
and  throttle  and  wrestle  with  the  people, 
after  which  the  emergency  men  came 
up  and  did  their  work.  I  and  others 
remonstrated  with  the  ofiicers  as  to  the 
proceedings  of  the  Constabulary,  and  the 
reply  we  received  was  that  the  men  who 
were  acting  in  the  manner  I  described 
were  simply  volunteers,  that  they  were 
acting  without  the  orders  of  their  officers, 
and  that  the  officers  were  unable  to 
prevent  them  from  volunteering  to  do 
this  work  for  the  Sheriff  and  his  bailiff. 
Now,  Sir,  I  refuse  to  believe  that  an 
officer  in  command  of  Irish  Constabulary 
has  not  exactly  the  same  power  and  the 
same  authority  over  his  men  as  a  military 
officer  has  over  his  men  whether  in 
action  or  at  review.  The  fact  is  that  the 
officers  in  command  of  the  Eoyal  Irish 
Constabulary  at  Bodyke  were  perfectly 
competent  to  prevent  the  men  doing  this 
work — to  prevent  them  breaking  into  the 
houses  and  seizing  the  people  inside,  and 
it  is  useless  for  the  Chief  Secretary  or 
any  other  Member  of  the  Irish  Govern- 
ment to  pretend  that  this  work  was  not 
done  because  I  saw  it  done.  I  saw  con- 
stables break  iu  to  houses  before  theSheriff 
entered,  and  the  best  possible  proof  that 
the  constables  did  break  into  the  houses 
is  that  in  every  case  they  were  assaulted 
and  they  carried  away  many  marks  of 
the  violence  inflicted  upon  them,  while 
the  emergency  men,  certainly  during  the 
last  five  or  six  days  of  the  evictions, 
were  not  wounded  or  touched  at  all. 
That  is  most  perfect  proof  that  it  was 
the  constables  who  broke  into  the  houses. 
I  suppose  they  were  not  only  in  receipt 
of  their  ordinary  pay,  but  that  they  re- 
ceived extra  pay  and  allowances,  and  I 
believe  the  Sheriff  was  quite  prepared, 
out  of  the  funds  at  his  disposal,  to  com- 
pensate them  still  further  for  the  alleged 
danger  they  underwent  by  breaking 
into  the  houses.  I  altogether  object  to 
the  Constabulary  being  allowed  to  act 
the  part  of  bailiffs  and  emergency  men 
at  evictions.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Chief  Secretary  has  asked  who  is 
responsible  for  these  evictions?  We 
have  heard  people  talking  of  the  respon- 
sibility for  evictions,  we  have  heard  the 
responsibility  placed  upon  the  shoulders 
of  members  of  the  National  League,  but 
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if  I  am  not  mistaken,  the  number  has 
since  been  decreased.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  the  Bridge- 
ton  Division  of  Glasgow  (Sir  George 
Trevelyan),  when  Chief  Secretary  for 
Irelend,  was  repeatedly  forced  to  admit 
in  this  House  that  there  were  more 
police  in  Ireland  than  there  was  any 
real  necessity  for.  There  were,  as  I  say, 
something  like  14,000  policemen  at  that 
time,  and  the  way  in  which  the  men 
were  disposed  of  was  to  send  them  as 
extra  police  to  the  different  counties, 
and,  being  sent  as  extra  police  to  the 
different  counties,  the  counties  became 
liable  to  a  moiety  of  their  charge.  It 
was  by  this  means  that  the  charge  on 
the  Consolidated  Fund  for  the  Irish 
Constabulary  Force  was  diminished  and 
that  the  amount  spent  in  their  mainten- 
ance appeared  to  be  less  than  it  really 
was.  Certainly  if  the  Constabulary 
Force  in  Ireland  were  properly  managed 
it  could  be  worked  at  a  very  much  less 
cost  than  £1,500,000  sterling  annually, 
which  is  now  practically  expended  upon 
it.  As  a  protest  against  the  increased 
cost  of  the  Constabulary,  which  is  to  be 
attributed  to  the  manner  in  which  the 
force  is  used  in  aiding  the  landlords  of 
Ireland  to  evict  the  people  from  their 
homes,  I  beg  to  move  that  the  Vote  be 
reduced  by  the  sum  of  £3,500,  which  is 
set  down  as  extra  pay. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
*'  That  item  E — Extra  Pay — be  reduced 
by  £3,500.''— (Ifr.  M.  J.  Kenny.) 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUE :  I  should  like 
to  reply  to  the  particular  point  that  has 
^een  raised  by  the  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr. 
M.  J.  Kenny)  before  going  into  the  general 
questions  which  have  been  raised  by  the 
hon.  Gentlemen  who  are  at  the  present 
moment  absent  from  the  House.  The 
hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  M.  J.  Kenny)  is  not 
unnaturally  puzzled  by  the  increase  of 
£3,500  in  the  item  for  extra  pay  over 
last  year's  Estimate.  This  increase,  I 
may  mention  to  the  Committee,  is  an 
entirely  nominal  one,  because  there  was 
a  Supplementary  Estimate  of  £19,800 
on  account  of  extra  pay  due  to  the 
recent  Election.  There  is,  therefore, 
rather  a  reduction  in  this  item  than  an 
increase.  I  may  mention  to  the  hon. 
Gentleman  that  this  must  always  be 
rather  a  matter  of  conjecture  and  fore- 
cast, and  the  forecast  is  based  upon  the 
actual  expenditure  of  the  previous  year 
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for  extra  duty.  I  have  great  hopes  of 
being  able,  in  consequence  of  the  Acts 
we  have  passed  this  year,  the  Land  Act 
and  the  Crimes  Act,  to  reduce  this 
amount  to  a  lower  figure  than  it  stood 
at  last  year.  I  trust  the  actual  expendi- 
ture will  not  be  in  excess  of  the  Estimate 
of  expenditure,  and  that  it  will  not  be 
necessary  to  come  forward  next  year 
with  a  Supplementary  Vote  based  on 
the  exceptional  transactions  of  the 
autumn  and  the  winter.  I  think  I  have 
explained  to  the  hon.  Gentleman  how 
the  matter  stands.  I  do  not  know  whe- 
ther there  is  any  further  information  I 
am  capable  of  giving  on  the  subject, 
but,  if  so,  I  shall  be  very  glad  to  afford 
it. 

Mr.  M.  J.  KENNY  :  I  stated  that 
the  circumstances  of  the  two  recent 
General  Elections  were  totally  different, 
and  I  pointed  out  that  the  expenditure 
for  extra  police  duty  in  respect  of  the 
two  Elections  was  the  same. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUE  :  I  should 
think  that  the  amount  spent  upon  extra 
duty  at  election  times,  as  compared  with 
the  other  expenditure,  ^is  comparatively 
small. 

Mr.  DILLON  :  I  should  like  to  know 
from  the  Chief  Secretary  if  the  expenses 
connected  with  the  suppression  of  pro- 
claimed meetings  will  come  under  this 
heading  ? 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  should 
think  that  any  exceptional  demand 
made  on  the  police  would  come  under 
the  head  of  extra  pay. 

Dr.  TANNER  (Cork  Co.,  Mid) :  As 
we  are  asked  to  vote  an  increase  of 
£3,500  over  the  Estimate  of  last  year,  I 
think  we  may  reasonably  ask  for  some 
further  explanation  of  the  item.  Having 
moved  about  very  much  from  place  to 
place  during  the  course  of  the  last  finan- 
cial year,  I  can  easily  understand  why  it 
is  that  the  Estimates  have  been  increased. 
The  reason  is  that  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment, or  at  least  Her  Majesty's  pre- 
sent Advisers,  have  certainly  employed 
the  police  in  a  most  unwarrantable  and 
most  unjustifiable  manner.  I  like  them 
to  hear  what  I  have  got  to  say  about  it, 
and  to  understand  what  has  oocurred. 
I  suppose  the  police  get  extra  pay  for 
what  they  have  to  endure  on  some  occa- 
sions like  those  to  which  I  will  have  to 
refer.  I  suppose  they  get  extra  pay  for 
foUowingParliamentary  Representatives 
about  the  country — for  following  ParUa- 
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mentary  Representatives  when  they,  in 
the  discharge  of  their  duty,  go  to  address 
meetings  of  their  constituents.  When 
Irish  Members  address  their  constituents 
— as  happened  to  me  during  the  Easter 
Recess — is  it  right  that  they  should  be 
followed  about  by  police  ?  I  would  ask 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  whether  this 

Jractice  will  be  continued  as  heretofore  ? 
am  not  speaking  of  the  movements  of 
hon.  Members  in  connection  with  the 
Plan  of  Campaign.  When  we  are  en- 
gaged upon  work  of  that  kind  we  expect 
to  be  followed,  and  we  do  not  complain 
of  it.  On  the  ^contrary,  I  may  say  for 
my  own  part  that  at  times  I  have  felt 
almost  uncomfortable  if  I  did  not  have 
the  company  of  three  or  four  policemen 
on  my  outside  car.  I  am  alluding  to 
the  ordinary  oases  in  which  Members 
have  addressed  their  constituents.  I 
attended  a  meeting  early  last  year  at  a 
certain  place,  merely  for  the  purpose  of 
addressing  my  constituents.  The  Plan  of 
Campaign  was  not  in  existence  in  any  part 
of  the  district,  nor  was  it  in  existence 
within  30  or  40  miles  of  the  particular 
district  I  was  in.  When  I  went  down 
there,  we  had  the  usual  accompaniment — 
the  Government  notetaker,  with  over  100 
policemen,  and  an  extremely  amiable 
young  man,  a  Sub-Inspector  of  the  Royal 
Irish  Constabulary.  I  observed  this  Sub- 
Inspector  of  Police  for  a  considerable 
portion  of  the  day,  and,  as  far  as  I  could 
see,  all  he  did  was  to  endeavour  to  make 
himself  sick  by  smoking  bad  cigarettes. 
This  is  the  way  the  police  are  mostly 
employed  in  Ireland — not  in  the  per- 
formance of  ordinary  police  duties,  but 
in  the  carrying  out  of  operations  which 
are  intended  merely  to  intimidate  the  Re- 
presentatives of  the  Irish  people.  It  is  for 
that  reason  that  we  are  now  called  upon 
to  pay  all  this  money.  I  ask  English  Re- 
presentatives— I  do  not  care  on  what  side 
of  the  House  they  sit — to  look  upon  this 
matter  in  a  clear  and  calm  way,  and  say 
is  the  demand  now  made  just  or  not.  I 
would  ask  Members  on  both  sides  of  the 
House  to  consider  the  matter ;  but,  un- 
fortunately, there  do  not  happen  to  be 
any  Members  on  the  Front  Opposition 
Bench  at  this  moment.  Notwithstand- 
ing that,  I  say  is  it  right  or  wrong  that 
we  should  be  called  on  to  pay  an  in- 
creased amount  for  these  things  ?  Just 
after  Christmas  I  addressed  a  meeting 
at  Millstreet,  and,  leaving  Millstreet, 
I  drove  across  the  mountains  to  a  place 


called  Ballyborney  at  half -past  10  oclock 
at  night.  If  hon.  Members  would  like 
to  know  why  I  went  I  will  tell  them.  I 
went  there  for  a  little  cock-shooting.  Well, 
what  happened  ?  Why,  the  Police  Au- 
thorities sent  over  two  car  loads  of  police 
after  me,  and  on  one  of  these  cars  it 
happened  that  there  were  a  couple  of 
policemen  whose  acquaintance  I  subse- 
quently made,  and  they  complained  to 
me  very  bitterly  of  the  hardships  they 
had  had  to  undergo  on  this  journey. 
They  said  that  their  car  had  been  upset 
three  times  in  their  passage  across  the 
mountains ;  so  that  not  only  are  foolish 
and  unjustifiable  proceedings  instituted 
by  Her  Majesty's  Advisers,  but  they 
actually  put  these  unfortunate  police- 
men in  danger  of  their  lives  without  any 
cause.  I  could,  if  the  House  wished  it, 
give  them  instances  galore — as  we  say  in 
Ireland — to  prove  my  assertion ;  but  I 
do  not  wish  to  weary  the  House.  There 
is  no  necessity  for  giving  more  cases,  for 
I  feel  certain  that,  though  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  has  little 
or  no  acquaintance  with  the  coimtry 
which  we  come  from,  still  he  must 
be  aware  of  the  fact  that  money  is 
unjustifiably  and  unwarrantably  spent 
on  the  police  in  Ireland.  After  all.  Sir, 
however  wearisome  these  topics  may  be, 
we  must  bear  in  mind  that  we  are  here 
to  look  into  these  subjects.  We  are  here 
in  Committee  of  Supply  to  see  that  the 
money  of  the  country  is  spent  in  a 
proper  and  justifiable  manner — we  are 
here  to  account  to  the  taxpayers  of  the 
country  for  the  way  in  which  that  money 
is  spent.  I  should  like  the  people  of  this 
country  to  understand  the  ins-and-outs, 
the  byways  and  lanes,  by  which  Her 
Majesty's  present  Advisers  pursue  this 
policy  of  intimidation  and  outrage  in 
Ireland.  The  police  in  Ireland  who  are 
to  be  paid  extra  this  year  are,  as  a  rule, 
chiefiy  employed  in  intimidating  unfor- 
tunate creatures  who  have  not  the 
wherewithal  to  live,  and  intimidating 
them  in  order  to  enable  a  small  minority 
to  obtain  their  incomes.  I  think.  Sir,  that 
the  time  has  come  when  this  sort  of 
method  should  no  longer  be  pursued  in 
any  civilized  country,  and  I  think  if 
nine-tenths  of  the  English  people  could 
only  see  for  themselves  this  system  of 
police  intimidation,  it  would  no  longer 
continue  in  Ireland.  In  saying  this  I 
do  not  wish  to  impugpi  the  majority  of 
the  police  force  themselves.    You  have 
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blaok  sheep  in  every  flock ;  but  what  I 
maintain  is,  not  that  the  police  them- 
selves are  to  be  found  fault  with,  but 
that  they  are  set  on  in  this  organized 
intimidation  by  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment, and  when  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment have  done  that  they  turn  round  and 
ask  us,  forsooth,  to  pay  an  increased 
item  for  this  extra  work !  Well,  Sir, 
the  present  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  is  an  able  young  man,  and  I 
hope  that  with  diligence  and  close  at- 
tention to  his  business  he  may  yet  come 
to  know  something  about  these  matters. 
It  is  not  beyond  him  ;  but  I  think  that 
a  Gentleman  like  him,  who  is  capable  of 
philosophic  reasoning,  if  he  will  only 
take  the  trouble  to  make  inquiries  in 
order  to  inform  his  mind,  may  see  his 
way  to  correcting  many  of  those  evils 
which  now  exist.  If  he  will  come  with 
me  I  shall  be  very  happy  to  show  him 
round,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  the 
same  would  be  done  by  others  in  other 
districts.  If  he  would  only  avail  him- 
self of  these  opportunities,  I  have  no 
doubt  he  would  correct  many  of  the 
errors  we  are  called  on  at  the  present 
time  to  criticize,  I  trust  in  no  extreme  or 
undue  manner. 

Mr.  DILLON :  There  are  two  matters 
which  I  think  can  be  conveniently  dis- 
cussed at  this  point  in  connection  with 
this  Vote.  I  have,  on  many  occasions, 
brought  under  the  attention  of  the  Com- 
mittee the  fact  that  the  police  are  very 
much  occupied  in  Ireland,  and  that  a 
great  deal  of  money  is  spent  unneces- 
sarily in  the  way  I  am  about  to  describe. 
First,  with  regard  to  the  suppression  of 
public  meetings.  A  large  amount  of 
this  **  extra  pay  "  which  is  not  relevant 
to  disturbances  is  for  sending  large 
bodies  of  police  to  suppress  meetings. 
This  course  was  taken  very  frequently 
during  the  early  part  of  last  winter; 
but  as  no  meetings  have  been  suppressed 
lately,  I  will  not  dwell  at  any  length 
upon  the  subject  at  present.  There  is 
another  matter  which  I  have  on  previous 
occasions  endeavoured  to  direct  the  at- 
tention of  the  Committee  to,  and  which 
has  now  become  an  established  practice 
in  Ireland.  It  is  not  the  practice  in  this 
country  or  in  Scotland  ;  it  is,  surely, 
objectionable,  and  I  promise  the  Govern- 
ment that  80  long  as  it  is  maintained  in 
Ireland  I  shall  never  cease  to  protest 
against  it.  The  system  is  this — wherever 
we  hold  a  public  meeting  in  the  open 
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air  in  Ireland  you  always  send  a  spy 
called  a  Government  reporter  to  take 
down  every  word  we  say.  Personally, 
I  have  not  the  smallest  objection  to  the 
Government  incurring  expense  in  this 
way,  because  the  extra  pay  of  these  men 
will  be  included  in  this  sum.  I  have  no 
objection  to  the  Government  piling  up 
all  the  speeches  I  make  in  Irelemd  in 
the  archives  of  Dublin  Castle.  Not  that 
these  reports  are  of  any  use.  I  asked 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Se- 
Secretary  the  other  day  to  mention  a 
single  case  of  a  prosecution  based  on 
these  reports  in  which  a  conviction  was 
obtained.  I  only  remember  one  case  of 
conviction,  and  that  is  not  one  which 
could  be  offered  as  an  answer  to  my 
challenge,  because  this  was  the  case  of 
the  conviction  of  the  hon.  Member  for  the 
Harbour  Division  of  Dublin  (Mr.  T.  C. 
Harrington)  in  a  curiously  unjust  man- 
ner. My  hon.  Friend  was  punished  for 
a  speech  which  he  had  never  made — for 
words  which  had  been  uttered  by  some- 
one else  and  which  had  been  put  into 
his  mouth.  He  was  convicted  and  sen- 
tenced, I  believe,  to  some  months'  im- 
prisonment. During  the  past  10  years 
there  have  been  no  fewer  than  1,000 
meetings  held,  at  [which,  I  suppose, 
there  have  been  no  fewer  than  10,000 
or  15,000  speeches  delivered.  These 
speeches  have  been  reported  and  have 
been  transcribed  at  enormous  length  by 
police  spies,  and  are  preserved  in  Dub- 
lin Castle.  Where  they  are  preserved 
there  I  cannot  say ;  but  there  must  be 
some  gigantic  apartment  set  apart  for 
the  purpose  in  Dublin  Castle.  These 
speeches  are  reported  and  the  notes 
transcribed  necessarily  at  very  great  ex- 
pense ;  but  the  experience  of  seven  years 
shows  that  the  reports  so  procured  and 
transcribed  have  been  absolutely  worth- 
less. Only  one  man  has  been  oonvioted 
on  the  evidence  of  these  police  reportGrs, 
and  in  that  case,  as  I  have  pointed  out, 
the  conviction  was  a  failure  of  justiee. 
The  police  reporters  have  been  brought 
up  two  or  three  times  to  g^ve  evidence ; 
but  the  whole  thing  in  such  oases  has 
been  a  fiasco  and  an  absurdity.  Aa  far 
as  I  myself  am  concerned,  I  have  no  ob- 
jection in  the  world  to  have  my  speeches 
reported  verbatim  by  police  spies;  but 
what  I  do  object  to  is  that  this  system 
involves  a  great  danger,  as  it  lays  open 
the  possibility,  and  in  many  cases  more 
than  the  possibility,  of  serious  disturb- 
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ance  at  our  meetings.  What  is  the  sys- 
tem adopted  by  the  police  in  regard  to 
these  spies  at  our  great  mass  meetings 
in  Ireland  ?  Why,  a  man  fixes  himself 
in  the  middle  of  the  meeting  as  a  short- 
hand detective.  Whenever  I  am  atone 
of  these  meetings  and  see  one  of  these 
persons  before  me,  I  endeavour  to  get 
him  on  the  platform.  This  I  sometimes 
manage  to  do;  but  it  does  sometimes 
happen  that  the  feeling  of  resentment 
at  the  presence  of  a  person  of  this  kind 
is  so  strong  amongst  the  people  attend- 
ing the  meeting  that  he  is  refused  a 
place  on  the  platform,  even  though  the 
request  may  be  made  by  myself.  When 
that  is  the  case,  30  or  40  policemen  form 
a  square  round  the  shorthand  writer, 
and  I  have  not  been  easy  in  my  mind 
on  such  occasions  that  bloodshed  would 
not  occur.  On  two  or  three  occasions  I 
have  known  the  people  on  the  point  of 
rioting.  At  Bodyke,  for  instance,  the 
police  square  was  broken,  policemen 
were  upset,  and  the  ci owd  trampled  over 
many  of  them,  and  if  it  had  not  been 
for  the  efforts  of  the  local  leaders,  I 
doubt  if  many  of  the  police  would  not 
have  been  killed,  or,  at  least,  some- 
thing very  serious  have  happened. 
I  remember  attending  a  meeting  last 
autumn  at  which  there  could  not  have 
been  fewer  than  10,000  people  present. 
The  meeting  was  held  in  a  large  field, 
and  owing  to  some  omission  on  the  part 
of  the  Police  Inspector,  only  some  20 
policemen  were  brought  down  to  protect 
the  shorthand  writer.  The  Inspector 
insisted  upon  putting  his  police  spy  in 
the  thick  of  the  crowd.  I  wanted  him 
to  allow  the  reporter  on  the  platform  ; 
but  he  would  not  do  that,  he  preferred 
to  put  the  man  in  the  middle  of  the 
crowd.  Well,  what  was  the  result  ? 
A  man  came  up — he  may  have  had  some 
drink  for  aught  I  know — and  rode  a 
horae  right  at  the  body  of  police,  and 
before  any  influence  could  be  brought  to 
bear  to  check  them,  the  police  ring  was 
broken  up,  and  the  members  of  the 
force  were  attacked  by  10,000  men — 
that  is  to  say,  they  were  violently  shoved 
and  hustled.  In  a  foolish  moment,  the 
officer  in  charge  gave  the  order  for  the 
police  to  fix  bayonets ;  the  clanging  and 
the  flashing  of  those  weapons  was  heard 
and  seen  by  those  assembled,  and  it 
served  only  to  infuriate  them  the  more. 
There  can  be  no  doubt  in  the  world  that 
we  had  not  interfered,  and  by  strenuous 


exertions  exercised  a  moderating  influ- 
ence upon  the  concourse,  every  police- 
man there  would  have  been  killed.  They 
were  hemmed  in ;  they  could  not  get  to 
their  bayonets  to  use  them.  If  a  single 
drop  of  blood  had  been  shed  by  them, 
not  a  man  in  the  force  would  have  come 
out  alive.  This  is  a  condition  of  things 
which  exists  in  Ireland  almost  every  day, 
and  I  say  it  is  monstrous  to  subject  the 
people  and  those  who  wish  to  take  part 
in  meetings  of  this  kind,  to  this  con- 
tinual danger  of  disturbance,  riot,  and 
bloodshed.  And  that  is  not  all.  I  would 
like  to  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant If^w  much  of  this  sum  for  extra 
pay  is  owing  to  the  necessity  of  car  hire 
for  the  purpose  of  transporting  bodies 
of  police  to  those  very  meetings  in  order 
to  protect  their  police  spies  ?  Whenever 
we  hold  a  meeting  in  Ireland,  and  there 
is  not  a  police  reporter  present,  the 
police  no  not  find  it  necessary  to  attend 
in  anything  like  force.  That  is  very 
well  known.  There  is  no  use  for  them. 
The  system  adopted  by  the  police  autho- 
'  rities,  therefore,  is  an  extremely  costly 
one.  I  will  give  an  instance  to  prove 
my  point.  Last  winter  I  attended  a 
meeting  in  a  remote  district  of  the  county 
of  Cavan,  some  15  miles  up  in  the 
mountains.  It  was  a  meeting  of  enor- 
mous size.  The  District  Lispeotor  of 
Police  very  probably  knew  that  we 
should  have  a  large  meeting.  It  was 
in  a  wild  mountainous  place,  and  no 
police  would  have  come  near,  or  would 
have  dreamt  of  coming  near,  had  it 
not  been  for  the  police  reporter.  They 
were  ordered  to  have  a  reporter  there, 
and  knowing  the  enormous  size  of  the 
meeting  they  concluded  that  a  large 
force  of  police  would  be  necessary.  A 
large  force  of  pob'ce  therefore  attended ; 
I  do  not  think  it  could  have  taken  less 
than  30  cars  to  transport  them  from 
Enniskillen.  All  those  cars  had  to  be 
paid  for,  and  this  expense,  which  could 
not  have  been  less  than  £50  or  £60,  was 
incurred  in  order  to  procure  reports 
which,  when  made,  would  be  absolutely 
worthless,  and  would  lie  mouldering 
away,  for  I  cannot  say  how  long,  in 
Dublin  Castle.  I  should  think  the  cost 
would  certainly  amoimt  to  some  £50  or 
£60,  because,  not  only  was  it  necessary 
for  them  to  hire  cars,  but  they  had  to 
feed  the  police,  owins  to  their  inability 
to  obtain  provisions  uom  the  peasantry. 
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Can  hon.  Members  conceive  anything 
more  absurd  ?  Well,  I  say  again  if  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary 
will  get  up  and,  in  regard  to  the  nume- 
rous meetings  we  have  held  in  Ireland 
lately,  point  to  a  single  case  in  which  a 
conviction  has  been  obtained  through 
the  reports  of  those  police  spies,  I  shall 
be  content  and  will  promise  to  say  no 
more  upon  this  matter.  But  he  cannot 
do  BO.  It  is  monstrous  to  continue 
wasting  this  money.  It  is  monstrous  to 
continue  that  which,  to  my  mind,  is 
more  important  than  wasting  money, 
which  is  bad  enough  in  itself — that  is 
to  say,  it  is  monstrous  to  allow  this 
system  of  inciting  to  disturbance,  and 
danger,  and  bloodshed,  and  so  on.  I 
cannot  conceive  anything  more  out- 
rageously disastrous  than  this  system  of 
introducing  police  reporters  into  the 
midst  of  our  meetings,  and  it  must  be 
obvious  to  hon.  Members  why  I  say  this. 
A  single  blow  struck,  it  may  be  by  a 
drunken  man,  under  the  provocation  of 
the  presence  of  one  or  those  spies, 
might  raise  a  row  which,  by  no  human 
possibility,  could  be  prevented  from  re- 
sulting in  disturbance  and  bloodshed. 
It  is  an  outrage  upon  decency  and  com- 
mon sense  to  allow  those  things  to  take 
place  without  the  possibility  of  obtain- 
ing any  real  public  object,  because,  as  I 
have  pointed  out,  although  something 
like  1,000  meetings  must  have  been  held 
during  the  last  few  years  in  Ireland,  and 
although  thousands  of  speeches  must 
have  been  reported,  not  a  single  convic- 
tion has  resulted  from  all  this  employ- 
ment of  shorthand  writing  spies. 

Mb.  cox  (Clare,  E.) :  I  should  like 
to  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
if  it  is  under  this  head  that  the  Irish 
Oovemment  pay  the  police,  and  others 
in  Ireland,  for  the  purpose  of  suborning 
perjury,  and  the  manufacture  of  in- 
formers  

The  chairman  :  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man must  be  aware  that  his  question  is 
not  couched  in  the  manner  in  which  it 
ought  to  beput. 

Mb.  COa  :  I  am  referring  to  this 
item  for  extra  pay. 

The  CHAIRMAN:  I  do  not  speak 
of  the  subject  the  hon.  Member  refers 
to,  but  to  the  manner  in  which  he  puts 
his  question. 

Mk.  cox  :  Then  I  will  not  put  it  in 
that  way ;  but  I  will  let  the  Committee 

Mr.  Dillon 


determine  for  themselves  in  what  way  it 
should  be  put.  I  desire  to  bring  under 
the  notice  of  the  Committee  the  ques- 
tion of  how  some  of  the  money  granted 
under  this  Vote  is  spent  in  Ireland. 
There  is  one  case  in  which  I  am  particu- 
larly interested.  There  is  a  police  func- 
tionary in  Clare  named  Head  Constable 
Maurice  O'Halloran — a  name  which  is 
frequently  brought  up  in  this  House.  I 
wish  to  ask  if  it  is  the  intention  of  Her 
Majesty's  Gt>vemment  to  continue  this 
man  in  the  nefarious  work  he  has  been 
engaged  on  for  some  time,  and  to  pay 
him  large  sums  of  money  for  what,  I 
contend,  is  suborning  perjury?  I  wish 
to  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  out  of 
what  fund  that  money  comes  ?  I  hold  a 
letter  in  my  hand,  written  by  this  man, 
Maurice  O'Halloran,  to  a  man  named 
Patrick  Loughrey,  living  near  Crasheen. 
The  letter  is  dated  26th  November, 
1886 — that  is,  November  last.  In  this 
letter  he  says — 

''Dear  Patrick, — ^I  cannot  find  the  exact 
time  the  train  do  arrive  at  Portarling^n ;  bat 
come  to  Limerick  Junction  on  Wednesday, 
Ist  December,  1886,  by  mid-day  mail  train.  I 
will  meet  yon  there,  and  arrange  where  we  will 
go  to  from  there.  I  will  start  before  yoa. 
When  you  come  into  town  on  Sanday  post  the 
enclosed  envelope  to  me,  and  what  yoa  will  do 
as  to  how  yoa  will  travel.  If  that  day  woiUd 
put  you  about,  you  might  name  Friday,  3rd 
December,  with  hour  of  meeting,  at  Limerick 
Junction,  at  Tip^rary.  Fearing  a  disappoint- 
ment, I  take  this  precaution.  I  herewith 
enclose  £10  to  you. 

"  Yours  sincerely, 

**  JosBPH  Cox." 

"  F.S. — Mind,  keep  this  money  dose  to  you ; 
no  foolishness;  ana  be  sure  to  Write  me  the 
letter  naming  the  date  and  hour  you  will  meet 
me  at  Limenck  Junction.  ^J.O." 

"  You  sign  your  letter  *  8.  Neylon.' " 
I  would  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  if  he 
approves  of  his  minions  and  subordi- 
nates in  Ireland  writing  such  letteora  as 
that  in  the  name  of  Members  of  this 
House  ?  This  is  the  name  of  the  man 
to  whom  the  letter  is  written — ^Patrick 
Loughrey,  Throckreddan,  Cruaheen.  I 
asked  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  what 
was  to  be  done  with  the  £10  enclosed  in 
this  letter,  and  he  replied  that  if  I 
handed  it  to  him  across  the  floor  of  the 
House  he  would  take  charge  of  it.  I 
did  not  do  that ;  but  I  think  I  put  it  to 
a  very  good  purpose.  I  placed  it  to  the 
fund  for  the  relief  of  the  tenants  evicted 
at  Bodyke.  I  should  like  to  have  an 
answer  from  the  right  hon.  Gentleiiuui 
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on  this  point.  What  I  want  to  know  is 
whether  this  man  is  still  continued  to 
be  employed  at  Ennis,  and  if  it  is  the 
intention  of  the  Government  to  continue 
to  keep  him  in  a  district  where  he  has 
been  a  cause,  I  might  say,  of  a  great  deal 
of  the  crime  which  has  been  committed 
in  County  Clare  ?  The  district  of  Feakle 
was  one  of  the  most  orderly  and  peace- 
ful districts  in  Ireland  until  this  ruffian 
in  uniform  went  into  it.  It  soon  ceased 
to  be  quiet  and  orderly  under  his 
auspices.  It  was  owing  to  the  repre- 
sentations of  the  priests  and  others  that 
he  was  removed  from  Feakle,  and  with 
his  removal  ceased  all  crime  and  out- 
rage there.  Whilst  he  was  there  the 
district  was  a  scene  of  continual  moon- 
lighting and  outrage ;  but,  as  I  say,  the 
parish  priest,  and  a  number  of  others, 
seeing  that  he  was  leading  the  young 
men  astray,  by  pretending  that  he  was 
the  only  real  genuine  patriot  amongst 
them  —  another  Corrigan,  or  rather, 
another  Talbot,  who  would  help  them  to 
redress  their  wrongs — used  their  influ- 
ence and  got  him  removed,  and  with  his 
removal  the  outrages  ceased.  Whether 
he  was  a  patriot  or  not,  the  fact  remains 
that  during  the  time  he  was  stationed 
at  Feakle  it  was  one  of  the  most  turbu- 
lent districts  in  County  Clare,  and  that 
when  he  left  it  became  once  more  a 
quiet  and  peaceable  place.  Since  he 
left  there  has  not  been  a  single  outrage 
committed  there.  He  is  now  in  Ennis 
carrying  out  his  atrocious  programme. 
I  would  ask  the  right  hon.  Qentleman 
whether  his  functions  are  not  those  of  a 
Head  Constable,  and,  whether  he  should 
not  be  confined  to  those  functions, 
instead  of  prowling  about  over  the 
Counties  of  Clare,  Limerick,  and  part 
of  Tipperary,  or  for  what  purpose  he 
makes  those  journies,  if  it  is  not  with 
the  object  of  suborning  perjury  and 
inciting  to  outrage  ?  I  would  ask  whe- 
ther it  is  a  part  of  his  functions  to  go 
round  the  country  endeavouring  to 
manufacture  informers  ?  I  will  not  tres- 
pass further  on  the  time  of  the  Com- 
mittee ;  but  I  hope  we  shall  be  able  to 
get  some  information  from  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  as  to  the  employment 
of  such  characters  as  this  by  the  Dublin 
Castle  Authorities. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  beUeve  the 
observations  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  who 
has  just  addressed  the  Committee  with 
regard  to  Head  Constable  O'Halloran 


are  not  strictly  in  Order,  as  no  doubt 
the  money  which  would  pay  the  expenseg 
of  this  man  does  not  come  out  of  this 
Vote,  and  does  not  appear  on  the  Esti- 
mates. The  hon.  Member  asks  me  what 
O'Halloran  is  doing  at  this  moment,  but 
I  have  no  information  to  give  him  upon 
that  point.  I  believe  this  constable  is 
a  very  useful  public  servant,  and  if  the 
hon.  Member  will  put  a  Question  to  me 
on  the  Paper,  I  shall  be  glad  to  tell  him 
where  Constable  O'Halioran  is  now 
stationed.  The  hon.  Member  for  East 
Mayo  (Mr.  Dillon)  has  raised  a  question 
of  some  importance — that  is  to  say,  he 
has  raised  the  question  of  the  attend- 
ance of  Government  reporters  at  meet- 
ings in  Ireland.  In  reply  to  the  hon.' 
Member,  I  have  to  say  that  the  reason 
the  Government  send  reporters  to  public 
meetings  is  because  they  believe,  whe- 
ther rightly  or  wrongly,  that  speecbes 
are  made  at  those  meetings  which  very 
often  are  not  of  a  purely  political  cha- 
racter, and  are  calculated  to  promote 
great  disorder.  Under  these  circum- 
stances the  Government  hold  that  the 
best  thing  they  can  do  is  to  make  them- 
selves acquainted,  through  some  authen- 
tic channel,  as  to  what  really  takes  place, 
and  as  to  what  is  really  said.  It  is  for 
that  purpose,  and  for  that  purpose  alone, 
that  the  Government  send  reporters  to 
those  meetings.  The  hon.  Member  asked 
me,  I  think,  whether  there  has  been  any 
conviction  resulting  from  these  reports 
during  the  last  five  or  six  years.  I  con- 
fess I  am  not  sufficiently  acquainted  with 
the  past  proceedings  upon  this  point  to 
be  able  to  give  a  specific  reply.  I  may 
say,  however,  I  do  not  think  it  possible 
for  the  Government  to  alter  their  policy 
in  the  matter  so  long  as  they  have  reason 
to  believe  that  speeches  may  be  made 
as  they  have  been  made  in  the  past, 
which  may  lead,  however  little  the 
speakers  themselves  may  desire  it,  to 
riot  and  disturbance.  The  question  is 
one  of  principle  as  to  whether  the  Go- 
vernment should  or  should  not  take  the 
precaution  of  ascertaining  themselves 
what  takes  place  at  these  meetings,  which 
they  have  reason  to  believe,  unfortunately, 
are  not  always  of  a  political  nature. 

Mr.  EDWARD  HAERINGTON 
(Kerry,  W.) :  There  may  be  something 
plausible  in  what  the  Chief  Secretary 
says,  but  from  our  point  of  view — and 
we  go  to  the  root  of  the  question — we 
believe  that  this  extra  pay  which  is  taken 
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for  the  police  under  this  Vote,  is  the 
result  of     perfectly    unnecessary    pro- 
ceedings.    We  believe  it  to  be  the  result 
of  proceedings  which  are  an  utter  sham. 
Everyone,  even  those  who  may  not  be 
expert  stenographers   themselves,   who 
attends  these  meetings  in  Ireland,  and  see 
how  the  speeches  are  taken  down — who 
sees  one   of  those  reporting  constables 
come  up  armed   with  about  two  dozen 
pencils  all  sticking  ostentatiously  out  of 
the  pocket  of  his  tweed  coat,  and  sees 
him  subsequently  drawing  all  sorts  of 
absurd  characters,  angles  of  figures  all 
utterly  devoid  of  meaning  and  incapable 
of  transcription,  must  appreciate  what 
an  utter  absurdity  the  whole  thing  is. 
I  have  heard  someone  who  has  seen  one 
of  these  persons  say  that  by  the  time  he 
had  taken  down  the  name  of  the  speaker, 
the  speaker  had  finished  half  his  speech, 
and  I  scarcely  think  that  that  is  correct. 
There  is  an  unfortunate  British  taxpayer 
who  has  to  pay  the  cost  of  all  this,  and 
an  unfortunate  Irish  taxpayer  too,  who 
has  to  share  the  burden.     I  think  it  is 
time  that  these  taxpayers  should  under- 
stand that  they  are  paying  unnecessary 
for  a  lot  of  these  ridiculous  proceedings 
in  Ireland,  and  when  they  do  understand 
this,  I  believe  they  will  begin  to  raise 
objections  to  this  course  of  proceedings. 
Now  there  is  no  Vote  which  can  be  de- 
vised in  any  civilized  country  which  is 
so  prolific  of  discussions,  and  what  is  so 
likely    to    lead    to    discussion  as   this 
Police  Vote  for  Ireland.    There  are  a 
sufficient    number    of    points     arising 
under   this   head   of   ''extra  pay"  to 
afford  almost  inexhaustible  discussion. 
A  Vote  for  ''extra  pay"  for  the  Irish 
police  force  is  a  sort  of  artesian  well  of 
Irish  grievances  down  which  you  can 
bore  thousands  of  feet.  You  will  always 
come  up  with  fresh  cases.     If  the  hon. 
Oentleman  the  Member  for  the  Cam- 
borne Division  of  Cornwall  (Mr.  Cony- 
beare)  were  here,  he  would  be  able  to 
enlighten  the  Committee  very  consider- 
ably upon  this  matter.     I  went  down  a 
few  months  ago  to  attend  a  meeting  of 
my  constituents  in  West  Kerry,  in  the 
town  of  Dingle.     During  the  whole  of 
the  present  agitation  there  has  probably 
been  no  place  and  no  district  in  Ireland 
so  free  from  any  agrarian  disturbance 
as  this  district  of  Dingle.     There  is  in 
this  district  a  respectable  parish  priest 
named  Canon  O'ouUivan,  a  gentleman 
who,  from  his  mental  attributes  and  his 
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high  personal  qualities,  has  been  able 
to  command  the  good  feeling  and  to 
influence    the    conduct  of    the  people 
around  him.     He  stands  very  well  with 
the  local  gentry,  and  has  discussed  many 
a  haunch  of  mountain  mutton  with  them 
at  the  festive  board.     This  gentleman 
has    managed    all    along  to    maintain 
peace  and  order  in  the  locality.     Well, 
such  was  my  opinion  of  the  position  in 
which  this  rev.  gentleman  stood  in  the 
regard  of  the  G-overnment  and  of  their 
police  officials,  that  I  thought  it  would 
be  enough  for  them  to  know  that  he  was 
to'preside  at  our  meetings  to  make  them 
feel  sure  that  nothing  in  opposition  to 
their  views  would   take   place.     I   be- 
lieved, as  did  many  others,  that  knowing 
that  this  gentleman  was  to  preside,  they 
would  not  think  it  necessary  to  send  a 
police  force  to  the  meeting  at  all.  How- 
ever, whether  the  G-overnment  took  this 
view  or  not,  they  at  any  rate  thought  it 
necessary  to  send  a  reporter.     My  prac- 
tice has  always  been  for  reasons  of  con- 
venience and  in   the  interests  of   the 
safety  of  these  Government  reporters — 
though  the  proceeding  has  been  some- 
what repugnant  to  my  own  feelings— to 
put  them  upon  the  platform  where  even 
I  could  do  so.    If  you  do  not  take  the 
police  reporter  who  is  attending  your 
meeting  on  the  platform,  he  posts  him- 
self some   15  or  20  feet  from  the  plat- 
form with  a  series  of  concentric  circles 
of  Constabulary  around  him,  and  while 
you  are  speaking  from  the  platform  and 
looking  to  the  people  before  you  for 
applause,  you  see  staring  you  in  the  face 
a  cluster  of  spiked  helmets,  which  is 
anything  but  a  pleasant  prospect.  Well, 
on  the  occasion  to  which  I  refer,  there 
happened  to  be  at  the  back  of  the  crowd 
a  young  man  looking  out  of  an  open 
window   whilst    my    hon.    Friend    the 
Member  for  the  Camborne  Division  of 
Cornwall  was  speaking.    The  spectacle 
of  an  English  Member  making  points 
against  the  Government  was  an  unusual 
one,  and  this  young  man  who  was  look- 
ing out  of  the  window,  struck  by  the 
novelty  of  the  thing,  and  no  doubt  de- 
lighted at  the  new  departure,   in  the 
exuberance  of  his  feelings  cried  out  now 
and  then  when  a  new  point  was  made, 
"Take  that  down.   Stringer!"     There 
is  nothing  seemingly  very  offensive  in 
this  phrase.    Stringer  is  a  very  ordinary 
name,  but  it  was  considered  offensive  as 
describing  the  fraternity  of  police  re- 
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porters,  as  Stringer  was  the  name  of  the 
gentleman  who  was  the  forerunner  of 
this  class.  Well,  that  young  man  for 
merely  using  that  expression  in  the 
enthusiasm  into  which  he  was  led  by 
the  hon.  Member  for  the  Camborne 
Division,  was  prosecuted  before  a  Court 
composed  exclusively  of  local  landlord 
and  land  agent  magistrates,  and  he  was 
sentenced  to  and  suffered  two  months 
imprisonment  for  using  that  expression. 
I  do  not  call  in  question  the  amount  of 
punishment  because  it  is  now  too  late, 
it  has  been  suffered,  and  the  whole 
thing  is  passed  and  done  with.  We  can- 
not undo  that,  but  I  pledge  my  word 
that  while  I  have  during  the  past  five  or 
six  years  attended  and  spoken  at  in- 
numerable meetings  in  Ireland,  I  never 
in  my  life  saw  a  more  peaceable,  a  more 
unanimous,  and  of  course  a  more  enthu- 
siastic meeting  than  was  the  one  to 
which  I  am  referring.  There  was  not 
the  slightest  danger  in  the  world  of  any 
disturbance  occurring.  There  was  no 
danger  of  this  police  reporter  being  in 
any  way  assaulted,  but  as  we  were  told 
by  the  hon.  Member  for  West  Belfast 
this  evening,  the  imagination  of  the 
police  is  extremely  lively.  The  police  in 
the  case  I  refer  to,  swore  that  both  be- 
fore and  after  this  expression  was  used 
by  this  young  man,  there  was  a  swaying 
of  the  crowd  from  one  side  to  the  other, 
and  that  they  interpreted  into  an  attack 
on  the  reporter  or  an  attempt  to  hustle 
the  police.  But  everyone  who  is  accus- 
tomed to  meetings  of  this  kind  in  Ire- 
land knows  that  this  swaying  to  and  fro 
constantly  occurs,  and  is  simply  owing 
to  a  large  concourse  of  people  being 
packed  together  so  closely.  Your  open 
air  meetings  in  England  are  merely 
small  knots  of  people  collected  together 
compared  with  the  masses  which  con- 
gregate around  the  platforms  in  Ire- 
land. Everybody  knows  that  this  packed 
mass  in  their  enthusiasm  have  a  ten- 
dency to  sway  slightly  backwards  and 
forwards,  and  there  may  have  been  a 
time  in  which  in  connection  with  the 
crowd  of  which  I  have  been  speaking, 
it  may  have  appeared  to  an  unpractised 
eyethat  a  disturbance  was  beginning.  The 
constables  swore  that  there  was  a  sway- 
ing and  surging  movemenjt  on  the  part 
of  the  crowd,  and  that  the  police  had  to 
put  their  backs  against  the  people.  Well, 
the  police  are  paid  for  putting  their 
backs  against  the  people,  and  so  long  as 


they  were  not  assaulted  and  were  in  no 
way  interfered  with  they  could  not  have 
been  put  in  any  fear  for  their  lives. 
Their  barracks  was  only  14  yards  away 
from  them.  I  think  it  is  a  most  odious 
thing  that  people  should  have  imprison- 
ment inflicted  upon  them  for  such  a 
ridiculously  slight  offence,  if  offence  it 
really  was.  I  heard  a  friend  of  mine 
making  a  calculation  with  regard  to  the 
ordinary  pay  and  the  percentage  of  cost- 
liness in  these  matters  between  this 
country  and  Ireland  in  proportion  to  the 
population  ;  but  it  is  not  the  percentage 
of  the  costliness  of  the  police  in  Ireland, 
as  compared  with  England  that  we  com- 
plain of.  It  is  bad  enough  that  we 
should  have  to  make  these  large  pay- 
ments compared  with  the  small  return 
we  get  for  it. 

The  CHAIRMAN:  I  must  remind 
the  hon.  Member  that  the  question 
before  the  Committee  is  the  question  of 
the  extra  pay  of  the  police. 

Mb.  EDWARD  HARRINGTON  : 
Sir,  I  was  just  crossing  the  boundary 
into  the  subject  at  the  very  moment  you 
interrupted  me.  What  I  wanted  to  refer 
to  was  that  we  object  to  this  extra  pay, 
not  so  much  on  the  ground  that  the 
Irish  police  receive  more  in  proportion 
to  the  English  police,  but  that  they  get 
extra  pay  for  such  duty  as  eviction  duty 
and  so  forth.  A  constable  gets  2«.  6d, 
a-day  extra  for  eviction  duty,  and  for 
attending  meetings  such  as  I  have  de- 
scribed. A  constable  has  very  little  to 
do  during  the  week  in  Ireland.  Accord- 
ing to  a  description  I  once  heard  given 
of  him  by  an  English  gentleman,  all 
that  a  member  of  the  Royal  Irish  Con- 
stabulary seems  to  have  to  do  is  to  get 
his  coat  smudged  with  whitewash  inside 
the  barracks,  and  to  come  outside  to 
brush  it  off.  The  Government  reporter 
is  paid  for  taking  down  any  speech  which 
I  might  happen  to  make  to  my  constitu- 
ents. Surely  the  Government  cannot 
think  very  much  of  that,  it  can  do  them 
no  good,  and  while  it  is  true  it  does  me 
no  harm.  I  cannot  forget  that  the 
public  have  to  pay  for  it,  and  to  pay 
heavily  for  the  transcriptions  of  whole 
reams  of  paper.  The  Irish  police  re- 
porter has  a  most  beautiful  method  of 
his  own.  If  there  is  any  hon.  Member 
here  interested  in  the  advancement  of 
the  reportorial  profession  I  think  it 
would  be  well  that  he  should  closely  ob- 
serve the  style  of  the  Lish  police  reporter. 
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He  has  a  most  beautiful  way  of  tran- 
scribing his  notes.  He  takes  the  notes 
of  a  public  meeting  on  Sunday,  and  he 
transcribes  his  special  shorthand  notes 
on  Monday  morning  by  cutting  out  the 
report  which  appears  in  the  local 
journals,  and  then  he  swears  to  the 
truth  of  his  own  notes  in  the  shape  of 
his  scissors  and  paste  work.  The  Com- 
mittee must  not  think  that  the  Irish 
police  reporter  is  going  to  stick  at  a 
trifle,  when  it  is  a  question  of  swearing 
to  his  notes.  Why,  he  will  swear  even  to 
the  very  cough  or  sneeze  of  the  speaker, 
and  whether  the  speaker  is  reported  or 
misreported  in  the  public  papers  the 
constables'  is  there  just  the  same.  There 
has  been  cases  of  reports  of  speeches 
sworn  to  in  Court,  although  it  has  been 
shown  by  the  shorthand  notes  and  re- 
ports of  newspaper  reporters  that  the 
transcript  sworn  to  has  consisted  of  a 
series  of  broken  sentences  linked  to- 
gether by  the  ingenuity  of  the  police 
reporter  himself.  Speeches  summarized 
and  made  up  in  this  way  have  been 
sworn  to  as  accurate  reports  of  speeches. 
That  is  the  value  the  British  taxpayer 
gets  for  his  money.  I  wish  we  could 
have  some  representatives  of  the  British 
taxpayer  appointed  for  the  purpose  of 
going  through  Ireland  in  order  to  see 
how  ridiculously  this  money  is  spent  in 
extra  pay  for  the  police.  There  is 
another  point  to  which  I  should  like 
to  draw  attention — that  is  to  say,  the 
charge  of  extra  pay  for  medical  attend- 
ance upon  the  police.  I  do  not  know 
whether  the  charge  for  medical  attend- 
comes  under  this  Vote  \  but  if  it  does  I 
should  like  to  say  a  word  upon  it. 
There  is  an  allowance  for  medical  offi- 
cers while  the  police  are  away  on 
special  eviction  duty,  say  for  instance  at 
the  Glenbeigh  evictions.  The  doctor 
gets  lOs.  for  examining  every  man,  10«. 
per  man  for  examining  250  policemen 
once  a  week,  who  have  nothing  serious 
the  matter  with  them  once  in  half  a 
generation.  Although  the  men  are  as 
strong  and  as  healthy  as  it  is  possible 
for  them  to  be,  the  doctor  receives 
10*.  every  Saturday  for  examining 
them  medically.  Why  it  is  assumed 
that  the  constitutions  of  these  men  are 
likely  to  suffer,  I  fail  to  see,  because  all 
they  have  to  do  when  on  this  extra 
eviction  duty  is  to  stand  around  while  the 
crowbar  is  being  used.  That  seemingly 
is  considered  a  very  laborious  and  re- 
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ducing  operation,  seeing  that  the  medi- 
cal officer  examines  each  man  once  a 
week  to  see  whether  his  health  is  suffer- 
ing. Then  there  is  another  matter. 
The  sergeants  get  proportionately  in- 
creased pay  when  they  are  out  on  this 
eviction  duty,  although  their  duties  on 
such  occasions  are  much  lighter  than 
they  are  when  in  barracks.  Besides,  it 
is  a  Godsend  to  these  people,  and  also 
to  the  District  Inspectors  to  be  sent  upon 
these  expeditions,  because  they  get  this 
extra  pay  ;  and,  not  only  that,  but  they 
get  extra  dinners  besides  sometimes.  I 
remember  once  a  Dissenting  clergyman 
speaking  upon  a  platform  in  Ireland, 
and  accusing  a  District  Inspector  of 
police,  who  was  there  for  the  purpose 
of  reporting  his  speech,  of  being  a  party 
to  the  taking  of  two  heifers  from  some- 
body's land  in  connection  with  some 
claim  in  regard  to  rent.  But  if  I  went 
into  the  question  of  the  perquisites  of 
the  Constabulary  I  should  probably  be 
out  of  Order ;  if  it  were  not  so,  I  could 
confirm  the  view  put  forward  by  my 
hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  East  Mayo 
(Mr.  Dillon).  As  there  are  matters  to 
which  I  wish  more  particularly  to  ad- 
dress myself  later  on,  I  will  not  occupy 
the  time  of  the  Committee  any  further 
than  to  say  that  if  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment will  even  now  at  the  eleventh 
hour  will — during  the  Eecess,  in  place  of 
proposing  the  heroic  scheme  which  they 
are  about  to  burst  upon  the  people  of 
Ireland — take  into  consideration  and 
allow  themselves  to  be  influenced  by  the 
advice  of  those  who  know  Ireland,  and 
are  as  disinterested  in  offering  that  ad- 
vice as  they  are  in  the  Government  of 
Ireland,  there  would  be  a  probability  of 
shaping  the  form  of  Government  which 
is  to  subsist  in  Ireland  somewhat  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  wishes  and  desires  of 
the  Irish  people ;  and  there  would  be 
very  little  need  for  the  discussion,  not 
only  of  the  extra  pay  for  the  police,  but 
for  any  abnormal  pay  for  the  Consta- 
bulary in  Ireland. 

MR.CHAlSfCE  (KUkenny,  S.) :  I  trust 
that  the  right  hon.  and  gallant  Gentle- 
man the  Parliamentary  Under  Secretary 
for  Ireland  will  give  me  his  attention 
for  a  moment.  I  do  not  think  that  there 
is  any  very  great  grievance  in  the 
speeches  delivered  by  hon.  Members  in 
Ireland  being  reported  by  the  police,  or 
by  anyone  else.  I  do  not  think,  how- 
ever, that  any  reporter,  whether  police 
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reporter  or  any  other  reporter,  has  a 
right  to  thrust  to  the  front  place  in  a 
crowd,  and  to  get  policemen  to  stand 
round  him,  in  order  to  protect  him,  as 
this  proceeding  is  calculated,  more  than 
anything  else,  to  irritate  the  people,  and 
to  provoke  a  disturbance.  I  imagine 
that  a  reporter  should  bo  no  more  than 
anyone  else  in  a  crowd,  and  should  btt 
content  to  take  what  place  he  can  get  in 
it,  without  bringing  down  20  or  30  con- 
stables to  support  him,  and  to  make 
what  one  might  almost  call  a  hostile 
demonstration.  I  presume  the  object  of 
the  Government  in  sending  these  men 
to  our  meetings  is  to  get  correct  reports 
— at  any  rate,  that  ought  to  be  their 
object,  for,  if  they  are  satisfied  that  they 
cannot  get  correct  reports,  they  should 
not  send  these  men  to  our  meetings. 
It  is  impossible  for  these  reporters  to 
give  correct  reports.  A  man  attends 
one  of  these  meetings,  it  may  be  on  a 
cold  October  or  November  day ;  he  takes 
up  his  place  in  the  crowd,  note-book  in 
hand,  and  has  to  report  proceedings 
which  last  from  two  to  three  hours.  I 
need  not  say  that  it  is  absolutely  impos- 
sible for  any  reporter,  even  if  he  is 
comfortably  seated,  to  report  with  accu- 
racy for  three  hours  consecutively.  Pro- 
bably not  more  than  three  or  four  re- 
porters in  the  United  Kingdom  could  do 
it.  I  see  the  right  hon.  and  gallant 
Gentleman  looking  up  at  the  Eeporters' 
Gallery,  but  I  think  the  reporters  would 
confirm  the  view  that  although  such  men 
as  Mr.  Pitman  might  be  capable  of  doing 
this,  very  few  shorthand  writers  would 
be  able  to  stand  the  physical  strain.  I 
believe  the  reporters  in  the  Gallery  come 
into  the  boxes  every  15  or  20  minutes 
when  they  wish  to  take  verbatim  reports. 
Of  course  they  come  in  less  frequently 
when  they  have  merely  to  write  sum- 
maries. As  I  say,  it  is  impossible  for  a 
reporter  on  a  November  or  an  October 
day  to  take  reports  of  speeches  for  two 
or  three  hours  together  without  the 
slightest  rest,  but  that  is  what  these 
poGce  reporters  profess  to  do.  I  claim 
that  if  reporters  are  sent  to  these  meet- 
ings in  this  way  they  cannot  be  expected 
to  furnish  full  reports,  and,  that  being 
BO,  it  is  merely  extending  to  those  men 
the  greatest  temptation  to  furnish  some- 
thing which  purports  to  be  a  report,  but 
which  is  in  reality  nothing  but  a  yamped- 
up  account  of  what  they  have  heard. 
These  men  know  that  full  reports  are 


expected  of  them ;  they  know  they  will 
be  punished,  directly,  or  indirectly,  if 
they  do  not  furnish  something  which  has 
the  appearance  of  a  full  report;  and 
the  result  is  that  they  get  the  newspapers 
the  next  day,  and  with  the  aid  of  cut- 
tings therefrom,  and  their  own  scrappy 
notes,  they  prepare  something  which  is 
sent  down  to  Dublin  Castle,  and  is  there 
kept  in  the  archives,  to  be  acted  upon, 
if  necessary,  by  the  Irish  Executive.  We 
had  an  example  of  that  sort  of  thing  in 
the  case  of  the  four  Members  of  the 
Irish  Parliamentary  Party  who  were 
prosecuted  for  conspiracy.  We  had 
a  number  of  these  police  reporters 
as  witnesses.  Their  notes  were  pro- 
duced. One  man  in  particular.  Ser- 
geant Ohristopherson,  produced  his 
notes,  and  read  a  transcript  of  them  to 
the  Court.  The  Court  ruled  in  some 
extraordinary  plea  that  the  defendants 
were  not  entitled  to  compel  him  to 
read  from  his  notes,  so  that  he  read 
from  the  transcript.  He  swore  that 
he  had  taken  down  every  word  of 
the  speeches  in  his  notes,  and  that  he 
had  transcribed  from  his  notes  everything 
that  had  appeared  in  his  transcipt.  Un- 
fortunately, my  hon.  and  learned  Friend 
the  Member  for  North  Longford  (Mr. 
T.  M.  Healy)  was  one  of  the  examining 
Counsel,  and  he  and  my  hon.  Friend 
the  Member  for  the  Harbour  Division  of 
Dublin  (Mr.  T.  0.  Harrington)  are  both 
expert  shorthand  writers.  They  called  for 
the  witnesses  notes,  and  when  they  were 
produced,  the  first  thing  my  hon.  Friend 
discovered  in  them  was  a  hiatus  where 
there  was  no  hiatus  in  the  transcript 
that  the  witness  had  read.  The  witness 
was  cross-examined  that  he  had  supplied 
the  hiatus  himself,  and  that  he  had 
read  no  newspaper  report  whatever 
until  he  had  read  his  own  notes,  and 
prepared  his  transcript  and  sent  them 
to  the  Police  Authorities.  Well,  we  got 
the  shorthand  notes  of  one  of  the  news- 
paper reporters  who  had  attended  the 
meeting  in  question,  and  what  hap- 
pened? Why  it  turned  out  that  this 
man  had  dropped  a  sentence,  and  he  had 
taken  from  The  Freeman^ e  Journal  a  sen- 
tence to  supply  the  place  of  that  which 
he  had  dropped.  It  was  my  duty  to 
instruct  Counsel  to  apply  for  a  summons 
against  this  man  for  perjury ;  but,  as  is 
the  general  rule  under  such  circum- 
stances the  application  was  refused. 
This  man  stood  guilty  as  clearly  as  any 
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man  ever  did  in  this  world  of  perjury. 
In  Green  Street  he  went  b£ujk  upon  his 
original  story,  and  he  admitted  that  he 
had  The  FnemavCs  Journal  report,  and 
said  that  in  writing  his  transcript  he 
might  have  written  it  partly  from  recol- 
lection of  the  speech,  and  partly  from  his 
notes,  and  that  his  mind  might  have 
been  affected  by  reading  The  FreemarCs 
Journal  report — a  circumstance,  mind 
you,  which  he  denied  before.  As  I  have 
already  said,  I  do  not  object  to  the  pre- 
sence of  reporters  at  meetings  so  long  as 
their  presence  does  not  irritate  the 
people,  and  stir  them  up  to  creating  a 
disturbance.  I  complain  that,  as  a  rule, 
they  take  up  the  most  aggressive  posi- 
tion. I  do  complain,  however,  most 
seriously  of  the  character  of  the  reports 
that  are  produced.  I  complain  of  one 
man  bein^  expected  to  take  the  notes  of 
speeches  for  two  or  three  hours  consecu- 
tively on  a  cold  afternoon,  and  to  such 
notes  being  used  for  the  purposes  of 
prosecution.  And  I  do  most  seriously 
complain  of  those  men  being  permitted 
to  read  newspaper  reports  and  to  vamp 
up  transcripts  from  these  reports  and 
their  own  scrappy  notes.  I  ask  for  a 
pledge  from  the  Government  that  those 
police  reporters  shall  be  forbidden  to 
read  newspaper  reports  of  the  meetings 
they  have  attended—I  ask  that  they 
shall  be  forbidden  to  read  newspapers 
until  they  have  written  their  own  re- 
ports to  the  police  officer.  The  next 
thing  I  ask  is  that  the  Government  will 
not  almost  force  a  man,  I  will  not  say  to 
commit  perjury,  because  they  may  not 
be  sworn  as  to  the  reports  they  make, 
but  I  will  say  compel  them  to  be  guilty 
of  deceit  in  saying  that  they  have  pre- 
pared an  accurate  report  when  by 
putting  them  in  a  crowd  for  two  or  three 
hours  on  a  winter's  day  and  requiring 
them  to  take  shorthand  notes  for  that 
time,  you  have  placed  him  in  a  position 
in  which  it  has  been  physically  impos- 
sible for  him  to  take  an  accurate  note. 
I  ask  for  an  assurance  on  these  two 
points,  and  if  the  Government  cannot 
give  me  one  or  both  I  would  press  them 
for  an  assurance  that  they  will  not  per- 
mit their  police  reporters  to  read 
newspaper  reports  of  meetings  they 
have  attended  before  sending  in  their 
own  transcript;  and  I  trust  that  upon 
that  point  I  shall  receive  some  assur- 
ance. 

Mr,  Chance 


Notice  taken,  that  40  Members  were 
not  present;  Committee  counted,  and 
40  Members  being  found  present, 

Mr.  M.  HARRIS  (Gal way,  E.) :  This 
item  for  extra  pay  seems  to  me  a  very 
indefinite  one  by  the  word  **  etc.,"  after 
it,  at  the  end,  which  may  mean  any- 
thing. I  believe  there  is  not  a  force  in 
the  world  so  thoroughly  demoralized  as 
the  Royal  Irish  Constabulary  owing 
very  much  to  the  large  amount  of  extra 
expenses  which  they  get  in  various  ways. 
The  men  are  so  highly  paid  and  have 
so  little  to  do  that  they  become  almost 
helpless  from  over-feeding.  You  cannot 
get  them  to  go  half-a-dozen  miles  with- 
out a  jaunting  car ;  and  very  many  of 
them  in  order  to  keep  themselves  in 
health  devote  themselves  to  the  amuse- 
ments of  fishing  and  shooting.  They 
receive  extra  expenses  for  looking  after 
elections  in  Ireland,  though  why,  I  do 
not  know,  because  near  almost  every 
polling  booth  there  is  a  police  barrack. 
In  the  Division  in  which  I  live, especially 
in  the  town,  we  have  the  headquarters 
of  Constabulary,  both  horse  and  foot, 
and  within  a  circle  of  six  miles  there 
are  11  police  barracks.  Well,  you 
would  think  that  those  men  ought  to  be 
able  to  look  after  elections  without  re- 
quiring any  extra  expenses  for  perform- 
ing that  duty.  They  ought  to  be  able 
to  do  so  in  my  Division,  even  though 
there  were  no  more  police  than  those  I 
allude  to.  As  regards  disturbances,  I 
believe  that  they  are  mainly  owing  to 
the  action  of  Government  officials  them- 
selves, because  if,  instead  of  sending 
policemen  to  those  meetings  to  make 
reports  those  officials  would  send  some 
of  Gurney's  men,  no  objection  would  be 
taken  to  them  by  the  people,  and  re- 
spectable reports  would  be  supplied.  In 
some  cases  the  Government  have  done 
this,  and  the  result  has  been  that  there 
has  been  no  question  of  the  man's  rights 
to  attend  on  the  platform.  When  you 
bring  a  policeman  to  report  those  meet- 
ings, as  my  hon.  Friend  the  Member 
for  East  Mayo  (Mr.  Dillon)  has  said, 
there  is  always  great  danger  of  a  dis- 
turbance occurring,  because  the  presence 
of  those  men  is  always  a  great  source  of 
annoyance  and  irritation  to  the  people. 
On  one  occasion  I  went  to  Portamna 
for  the  purpose  of  attending  a  meeting 
in  my  Division.     When  I  went  there  I 
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could  not  get  accommodation,  or  the  only 
accommodation  I  could  get  was  in  a 
house  which  was  entirely  opposed  to 
anything  like  agitation.  That  was 
owing  to  the  fact  that  the  police  had 
come  in  force.  On  another  occasion  in 
Oonnemara  I  was  present  when  a  dis- 
turbance did  take  place.  The  meeting 
was  in  a  very  remote  district  of  Oonne- 
mara, near  Oliftou.  It  was  a  case  of 
eviction.  There  was  only  one  man  to 
be  evicted,  who  was  a  farmer,  but  the 
people  collected  round  him,  and  very 
foolishly  imagined  that  they  would  be 
able  to  resist  the  police;  but,  fortunately, 
Father  Hattigan  came  on  the  scene,  and 
with  his  efforts,  together  with  such  aid 
as  I  could  myself  afford,  a  disturbance 
was  prevented .  Most  of  the  people  were 
women  and  children,  and  on  the  other 
side  were  100  of  the  Royal  Irish  Oon- 
stabulary  all  armed  to  the  toeth.  I  went 
to  the  people  and  endeavoured  to  pre- 
vent them  from  flinging  stones  at  the 
police  ;  but  the  only  result  was  that  one 
of  the  policemen  ran  after  me  with  his 
bayonet  fixed,  and  I  was  nearly  losing 
my  life  in  consequence  of  my  efforts  to 
quell  the  disturbance.  On  another 
occMon  at  a  public  meeting  at  New 
Bridge  on  a  fair  day,  when  there  was 
plenty  of  drinking  going  on,  the  Oon- 
stabulary  who  were  present  indulged 
freely,  and  when  I  got  up  to  speak  they 
were  all  drunk,  the  Stipendiary  Magis* 
trate  being  more  drunk  than  anyone 
else.  I  called  attention  to  this  man's 
conduct  some  time  afterwards,  and  he 
was  suspended  and  dismissed  altogether 
for  his  behaviour  on  that  day.  The 
police  behaved  in  a  most  riotous  and 
violent  manner.  They  arrested  me  on 
the  platform  and  brought  me  into 
Portumna,  and  it  was  only  by  the 
greatest  efforts  on  my  part  that  I  pre- 
Yonted  a  collision  between  the  police 
and  the  people.  Now,  as  a  matter  of 
fact,  the  people  who  attend  those  meet- 
ings are  far  more  anxious  to  preserve 
the  peace  than  either  the  police  or  the 
authorities  who  send  them  are.  For 
my  part,  I  shall  vote  against  every 
shilling  given  by  this  House  for  the  sup- 
port of  the  police  in  Ireland.  We  can 
do  with  one-tenth  of  the  present  force 
of  Constabulary,  if  the  views  of  the 
Irish  Members  were  regarded.  If  the 
suggestions  of  hon.  Members  who  sit 
on  these  Benches  were  regarded  by  the 
Qoyernment  we  could  do  without  this 
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force;  but  as  things  are  we  have  a 
policeman  at  the  corner  of  every  street, 
at  every  cross  road,  and  two  or  three  in 
every  village.  There  is  no  more  peace- 
loving  man  in  the  world  than  I  am,  but 
I  must  protest  against  this  extra  chargo 
for  the  police.  I  trust  that  this  Amend- 
ment will  be  carried  to  a  Division. 

Mr.  chance  (Kilkenny,  8.) :  Some 
of  these  police  reporters  vamp  up 
speeches  from  their  own  notes,  which  are 
very  inaccurate,  and  from  the  reports 
which  appear  in  local  newspapers,  and 
sometimes  they  supply  what  purports  to 
be  a  report,  but  which  in  reality  has 
never  been  uttered  by  anybody.  If  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  who  is  now 
in  his  place,  will  inquire  into  the  case  of 
Sergeant  Christopherson  he  will  find  that 
he  deliberately  committed  perjury  in 
giving  evidence  against  my  hon.  Friend 
the  Member  for  East  Mayo  (Mr.  Dillon). 
What  is  wanted  is,  first,  that  a  general 
instruction  should  be  given  to  the  men 
not  to  read  a  newspaper  report  before 
transcribing  their  notes  ;  and,  secondly, 
that  where  the  notes  are  taken  for  the 
purposes  of  a  prosecution  a  single  re- 
porter should  not  be  sent  down.  Just 
remember  what  he  has  to  do.  Pos- 
sibly in  very  cold  weather  he  wouLl 
have  to  stand  in  the  centre  of  a  erowd 
with  a  note  book  in  his  hand  for  throe 
or  four  hours  at  a  stretch.  He  cannot 
be  expected  to  take  a  full  and  accurate 
note  under  such  circumstances  ;  at  least 
two  or  three  reporters  should  be  sent 
down,  so  that  they  might  adopt  the  usual 
course  of  shifts;  you  would  thereby 
secure  reports  a  little  more  reliable.  I 
trust  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  tho 
Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  will  assent 
to  this  being  done. 

The  PARLIAMENTAEY  UNDER 
SECRETARY  for  IRELAND  (Colonel 
King-Harman)  (Kent,  Isle  of  Thanet) : 
The  hon.  Member  has  complained  that 
he  cannot  get  answers  from  Ministers ; 
but  this  is  the  first  opportunity  I  have 
had  of  speaking  on  this  subject.  He 
asks  the  Government  that  the  reporters 
should  not  be  allowed  to  read  the  news- 
papers until  their  shorthand  reports  are 
transcribed.  Now,  I  think  that  most 
certainly  the  reporter  ought  not  to  do 
so,  and  a  report  made  under  such  cir- 
cumstances ought  not  to  be  accepted.  I 
have  no  doubt  whatever,  if 'instructions 
have  not  in  the  past  been  given  to  that 
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effect,  they  will  now  be  given,  and  I 
Bhould  imagine  that  any  man  who  was 
found  refreshing  his  memory  in  such  a 
manner  would  not  be  employed  on  like 
work  again. 

Mr.  chance  :  You  cannot  find  them 
out. 

Colonel  KINQ-HAEMAN  :  And,  as 
far  as  I  understood  the  case  referred  to, 
on  the  man  being  made  to  read  his  notes 
they  showed  a  remarkable  difference 
from  the  newspaper  report ;  and,  fortu- 
nately for  the  gentleman  then  on  his 
trial,  his  counsel — being  men  of  great 
ability — detected  this  at  once,  and  made 
the  most  of  it.  As  regards  sending  down 
two  or  three  reporters,  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man spoke  about  one  man  not  being 
able  to  go  on  two  or  three  hours.  But 
he  must  be  perfectly  well  aware  that  if 
a  meeting  does  last  three  or  four  hours 
only  one  or  two  of  the  speeches  require 
to  be  reported  verbatim — a  man  sent 
down  is  not  expected  to  take  every  word 
that  is  uttered.  I  can  assure  tho  House 
that  every  care  is  taken  by  the  Govern- 
ment to  ensure  that  the  reporter  sent 
down  shall  act  in  a  most  satisfactory 
and  straightforward  manner,  and  shall 
act  fairly  towards  every  person. 

Mr.  CHANCE:  I  think  the  right  hon. 
and  gallant  Gentleman  is  under  a  com- 
plete misapprehension  as  to  what  oc- 
curred at  the  trial  referred  to.  I  am 
referring  to  the  evidence  given  by  Ser- 
geant Christopherson.  I  myself  got  the 
original  notes  and  the  newspaper  report, 
and  on  going  through  the  speech  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  North-Eaat  Cork  (Mr. 
W.  O'Brien)  with  the  sergeant  I  found 
that  there  was  hardly  a  single  sentence 
accurate.  He  had  left  out  two  or  three 
sentences  at  a  time,  and  I  preserved  as 
a  curiosity  the  front  page  of  the  Govern- 
ment print  of  the  transcript  with  my 
corrections  and  interpolations  marked  on 
it.  A  more  difficult  draft  for  anyone  to 
decipher  could  hardly  be  imagined.  On 
the  second  point  raised  by  the  right  hon. 
and  gallant  Gentleman,  the  sergeant, 
who  was  the  only  police  reporter  called, 
admitted  that  he  had  used  the  news- 
paper reports  in  order  to  refresh  his 
memory,  and  I  certainly  am  accurate  in 
stating  that  the  great  majority  of  the 
police  reporters  who  were  examined  in 
Green  Street  in  the  proceedings  which 
led  to  the  abortive  trial  admitted  that 
they  read  the  newspaper  reports  long 
before  they  made  their  transcripts.     It 
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is  their  invariable  practice,  and  they  are 
almost  bound  to  do  so.  It  is  impossible 
for  any  shorthand  reporter,  with,  per- 
haps, an  exception  in  favour  of  two  or 
three  in  the  United  Kingdom,  to  stand 
in  the  middle  of  a  crowd  surrounded  by 
police  holding  a  note  book  in  his  hand, 
to  report  with  any  attempt  at  accuracy,  or 
any  attempt  at  sensible  condensation, 
for  a  space  of  two  or  three  hours.  Any 
shorthand  reporter  knows  that  it  is  an 
absolute  impossibility  ;  yet  these  men 
are  sent  down  there  and  charged  to 
bring  back  an  accurate  report;  they 
must  get  mixed  in  taking  notes  for  two 
or  three  hours  under  such  ciroumstances, 
and  in  their  struggle  to  read  their  notes 
they  are  bound  to  have  recourse  to  the 
newspaper  reports.  It  is  undesirable, 
in  the  first  place,  to  send  a  single  man 
down  to  take  notes  for  two  or  three 
hours  at  a  stretch,  and,  in  the  second 
place,  to  allow  him  to  read  the  newspaper 
reports  and  to  fabricate  an  alleged  short- 
hand report  from  them.  The  right  hon. 
and  gallant  Gentleman  has  given  us  no 
pledge.  I  allege,  without  fear  of  con- 
tradiction, that  if  not  every  one,  at  least 
a  great  majority,  of  the  Government 
shorthand  reporters  admitted  on  the 
State  trials  that  they  had  used  the 
newspapers  to  refresh  their  memories. 
That  is  a  most  improper  practice.  It  is 
admitted  to  be  so,  and  yet  in  face  of 
that  I  am  merely  given  a  delusive 
answer  on  the  false  assumption  that 
only  one  man  admitted  having  done  so. 
That  is  the  answer  given  me,  instead  of 
a  direct  and  satisfactory  undertaking; 
and  now,  therefore,  I  must  appeal  to  me 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary for  such  an  undertaking,  so  that  in 
the  future  no  political  opponent  of  the 
Government  in  Ireland  will  be  sent 
before  two  Hesident  Magistrates,  who 
are  creatures  of  the  Government,  liable 
to  dismissal  at  will,  dependent  for  the 
bread  to  put  into  their  mouths  and  the 
clothes  to  be  put  on  their  backs  upon 
the  Government;  and  I  therefore  say 
it  is  necessary  that  these  men  should 
have  no  chance  of  convicting  on 
improper  evidence.  I  know  very 
well  that  if  these  reporters  go  up 
with  evidence  which  may  be  vamped-up 
or  otherwise,  it  will  be  received  as  if  it 
is  true.  I  desire  to  prevent  that  being 
done  ;  and  I  think  that  if  the  Govern- 
ment will  act  fairly  towards  their  poli- 
tical opponents  they  will  ^ve  a  straight- 
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forward,  manly,  and  unqualified  pledge 
to  prevent  any  chance  of  such  a  thing 
occurring.  Up  to  now  they  have  failed 
to  do  so,  and  therefore  I  shall  move, 
Sir,  that  you  report  Progress,  unless  I 
get  a  satisfactory  answer.  I  do  not 
wish  to  do  so  now,  because  I  believe 
that  I  have  justice  on  my  side ;  but  I 
again  warn  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Chief  Secretary  that  if  he  does  not 
give  me  this  pledge  I  will  make  the 
Motion  I  have  stated. 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  do  not  know 
what  is  the  nature  of  the  pledge  which 
the  hon.  Gentleman  desires  to  get  from 
me.  One  aspect  of  this  matter  appears 
to  have  escaped  his  attention.  I  appre- 
hend that  in  a  speech  that  is  made  the 
subject  of  judicial  consideration  there 
are  two  considerations  which  influence 
the  decision  arrived  at — namely,  one 
the  general  tenour  of  the  speech,  and  the 
second  the  actual  verbatim  words  on 
which  the  trial  takes  place.  I  imagine 
that  never  the  whole  or  even  the  greater 
part  of  any  speech  is  brought  into  Oourt 
word  for  word  as  grounds  for  an  indict- 
ment. 

Mb.  chance  :  If  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  will  read  the  charge  of  Mr. 
Justice  Murphy  to  the  jury  of  the  county 
of  Dublin,  he  will  find  it  laid  down  as 
undoubted  law  tha  the  jury  are  to  dis- 
regard any  specia  !  paragraphs  or  sen- 
tences picked  out  from  the  speech,  but 
that  they  are  bound  to  consider  the  whole 
speech  and  the  tenour  of  it ;  and  in  the 
case  of  a  speech  which  is  proved  to  have 
been  inefficiently  reported,  such  as  was 
the  case  in  regard  to  the  reports  of  Ser- 
geant Christopherson,  then  the  jury  are 
directed  to  disregard  it  altogether,  and 
not  to  be  led  away  by  it  for  one  mo- 
ment. If  any  words  are  found  to  be 
inserted  in  the  transcript  which  do  not 
appear  in  the  original  note,  then  the 
speech  ought  to  be  rejected. 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  am  not 
lawyer  enough  to  know  whether  a  mis- 
take in  a  single  word  is  sufficient  to 
quash  an  indictment. 

Mb.  chance  :  The  whole  speech  is 
never  alleged  in  any  indictment. 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  That  is  just 
what  I  am  stating.  The  general  tenour 
of  a  speech  is  undoubtedly  the  matter 
which  is  to  be  considered,  as  well  as  cer- 
tain separate  parts  of  the  speech  which 
are  reported  verbatim — [Mr.  Change: 
No,  no !]    The  hon.  Gentleman  argues 


on  my  side.  I  was  going  to  point  out 
that  even  if  his  allegation  be  correct 
about  the  general  tenour  of  a  speech, 
the  important  portions  of  the  speech 
ought  undoubtedly  to  be  reported  ver- 
batim by  the  Government  reporter.  But 
he  is  also  supposed  to  give  the  general 
tenour  of  the  speech.  Without  ques- 
tion, the  Government  reporter  would  not 
send  in  an  absolutely  verbatim  report  of 
every  speech  which  may  be  delivered  in 
his  hearing ;  but  he  is  a  perfectly  com- 
petent witness  as  to  the  general  tenour 
of  the  speech,  and  as  to  the  character  of 
the  general  arguments  used.  As  to  the 
legal  aspect  of  the  question,  I  must 
leave  that  to  the  lawyers.  But  it  does 
appear  to  me  that  an  actual  verbatim 
report  of  a  speech  from  beginning  to 
end  is  not  required  for  an  indictment 
framed  under  the  Act,  and  it  is  quite 
clear  that  a  reporter  present  during  the 
whole  of  the  speech  is  a  perfectly  com- 
petent witness  as  to  the  tenour  of  the 
speech,  and  as  to  the  character  of  the 
arguments  used,  as  well  as  to  the  exact 
words  used  on  special  occasions.  Now, 
Sir,  the  hon.  Member  has  asked  me 
whether  I  will  give  a  pledge  that  a 
direction  shall  be  given  to  every  short- 
hand reporter  never  to  look  at  any  other 
report  before  he  transcribes  his  own 
notes.  As  I  understand  the  matter, 
when  a  shorthand  reporter  is  examined 
as  to  his  report,  he  has  to  say,  upon 
oath,  whether  or  not  he  heard  particular 
passages,  or  the  whole  speech  on  which 
the  indictment  is  framed ;  and  that  is 
the  evidence  which  is  expected  from 
the  shorthand  writer.  The  hon.  Gen- 
tleman appears  to  assume  that  the 
shorthand  writer  may  possibly  commit 
perjury.  If  he  would  do  such  a 
thing,  of  what  use  is  it  to  give  a 
general  direction  to  him  as  to  his 
transcript  ?  Is  it  not  apparent  that  a 
shorthand  writer  who  is  so  lost  to  all 
sense  of  duty  in  the  matter  as  to  swear 
in  Court  that  he  heard  certain  things 
which  do  not  appear  upon  his  notes 
will  not  be  bound  by  any  general  direc- 
tions given  by  the  Government?  The 
hon.  Gentleman  will,  therefore,  get  but  a 
very  small  safeguard  for  the  clients  he 
wishes  to  protect  by  exacting  the  direc- 
tions he  desires  to  obtain.  I  have  no 
objection  whatever  to  telling  him  that 
I  will  give  a  pledge  to  direct  that  any 
shorthand  reports  given  by  any  short- 
hand   writer  shall  be  from  his  own 
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notes,  and  shall  not  be  made  up  from 
the  reports  wiiich  appear  in  newspapers. 
It  is  clear  that  the  writer's  transcript 
ought  to  bo  an  exact  copy  from  his  own 
notes ;  and  I  am.  tlierofore,  perfectly  pre- 
pared, on  behalf  of  the  Government,  to 
give  a  general  direction  that  the  short- 
hand writer,  when  ho  sends  in  his  report 
of  a  speech  to  the  Caslle,  sliall  Bend  it 
in  on  the  strengtli  of  his  own  notes  only. 
I  hope  that  that  pledge  will  satisfy  the 
hon.  ]\[ember. 

Mu.  CHANGE  :  I  fancy  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  is  wrong  as  to  the  posi- 
tion ho  has  taken  up.  If  tho  shorthand 
re[)orter  fails  to  produce  a  verbatim 
report  of  tho  speech  he  is  sent  to  take  a 
note  of,  I  submit  that,  although  techni- 
cally he  may  be  a  competent  witness  as 
to  the  general  tenour  of  the  speech,  he 
cannot  be  accepted  as  a  competent  wit- 
ness on  the  point  of  the  words  used; 
and,  therefore,  his  evidence  would  be 
completely  valueless,  or,  at  any  rate,  of 
far  less  value  than  the  evidence  of  a 
person  who  attended  and  did  not  take 
notes.  If  a  shortliand  report  is  produced 
it  should  be  nothing  but  a  transcript  of 
the  shorthand  notes,  and  the  Govern- 
ment ought  to  rely  upon  the  very  words 
alleged  to  have  been  spoken  according 
to  those  notes.  The  general  impression 
of  a  policeman  certainly  ought  not  to  be 
submitted  to  a  jury ;  and  I  have  the  dicta 
of  Mr.  Justice  Murphy  in  support  of  the 
view  that  it  would  not  be  sufficient  to 
support  an  indictment  for  perjury  to 
produce  a  witness  who  swore  that  he 
heard  the  person  prosecuted  say  such- 
and-such  a  thing;  it  was  incumbent 
upon  the  witness  to  prove  every  word 
which  had  been  uttered  before  prosecu- 
tion for  perjury  could  be  maintained. 
What  is  required  is  that  the  shorthand 
reporters  shall  be  guarded  from  the 
temptation  of  vamping  up  their  reports 
from  the  newspapers.  I  am  not  putting 
this  forward  as  a  purely  imaginary 
danger.  It  is  a  danger  which  exists.  It 
existed  in  every  one  of  tho  men  exa- 
mined at  the  trial  of  my  hon.  Friends 
the  Aromber  for  North-East  Cork  (Mr. 
\V.  O'Brien)  and  the  Member  for  East 
Mayo  (Mr.  Dillon),  and  it  is  a  tempta- 
tion which  should  not  bo  allowed  to 
exist.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  says 
u  man  who  would  perjure  himself  on 
this  point  would  not  follow  out  any 
directions  of  the  Government.  There  is 
a  certain  element  of  strength  in  that 
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argument,  provided  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman assumes  that  shorthand  writers 
will  perjure  themselves;  bnt  what  I  say 
is  that  he  should  deprive  the  shorthand 
writer  of  the  power  of  getting  hold  of 
the  newsx)apor  reports  before  he  makes 
his  transcript.  That  is  a  very  simple 
point.  The  police  are  well  under  con- 
trol, and  I  do  not  see  any  dif&culty  in 
giving  the  direction  I  ask.  Unless  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary will  assume  a  more  independent 
and  satisfactory  position  on  this  subject, 
I  shall  be  compelled  to  do  that  which  I 
suggested  a  few  moments  ago. 

Mr.  FLYNN  (Cork,  N.) :  I  hope  my 
hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  South 
Kilkenny  (Mr.  Chance)  will  not  find 
fault  with  my  statement  that  tho  real 
gravity  of  the  situation  is  this — that  in- 
competent reporters  are  employed  to 
take  reports  of  speakers,  on  the  trans- 
cript of  which  the  speaker  may  be  pro- 
secuted. I  do  not  believe  anyone  would 
expect  a  Government  reporter,  standing 
in  a  crowd  surrounded  by  an  escort  of 
police,  would  be  able  to  take  a  ver- 
batim note  of  a  meeting  extending 
over  two  or  three  hours,  as  the  case 
may  be.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Chief  Seoretary  for  Ireland  must  have 
been  convinced  by  the  laugh  in  the 
Gallery  that  it  is  an  utterly  impossible 
feat  for  anyone  situated  as  a  Govern- 
ment reporter  is  to  furnish  a  verbatim 
report  of  speeches  delivered  at  a  meet- 
ing extendingover  two,  or  three,  or 
four  hours.  We  have  had  an  illustra- 
tion this  very  day  that  this  is  actually 
attempted  by  Government  reporters. 
It  is  not  that  they  are  asked  to  fur- 
nish verbatim  or  correct  reports  of  the 
speeches  of  the  principal  speakers  at 
meetings;  but  they  attempt  far  more. 
I  have  seen  the  reportera'  pencils  tra- 
velling over  reams  of  paper  long  after 
the  principal  speakers  have  left  the 
platform,  and  when  minor  speakers 
have  been  addressing  the  meeting.  A 
man  of  great  respectability  in  the  town 
of  Mitchelstown  has  been  served  with 
a  summons  to  appear  before  two  Besi- 
dent  Magistrates  next  Monday,  in  com- 
pany with  my  hon.  Friend  the  Member 
for  North-East  Cork  (Mr.  W.  O'Brien), 
to  answer  for  a  speech  he  made  on  Fri- 
day week.  His  speech  waa  probably 
tbe  third  or  fourth  in  order  at  a  large 
meeting.  This  case  affords  an  instance 
of  the  danger  we  are  endoavouring  to 
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point  out.  This  Government  reporter 
will  come  forward,  and  I  have  not  the 
slightest  doubt  he  will  be  able  and  ready 
to  prove  to  the  complete  satisfaction  of 
two  Besident  Magistrates  that  certain 
words  were  used  by  Mr.  Mandeville  on 
the  occasion  in  question.  Mr.  Mande- 
ville runs  the  risk  of  getting  a  certain 
term  of  imprisonment  for  the  speech,  the 
sense  of  which  may  be  completely  mis- 
interpreted by  the  Government  reporter. 
The  present  Mayor  of  Cork  was  sen- 
tenced to  two  months'  imprisonment 
witk  hard  labour  for  the  delivery  of  a 
speech  which  was  utterly  and  entirely 
misrepresented  by  the  Government  re- 
porter. All  we  ask  is,  that  if  reporters 
are  to  be  sent  to  meetings,  and  if  their 
reports  are  to  be  accepted  in  evidence, 
only  competent  men  should  be  employed. 
It  is  a  notorious  fact  in  Ireland,  or,  at 
any  rate,  in  the  South  of  Ireland,  of 
which  I  have  personal  knowledge,  that 
policemen  who  presume  to  have  an  ac- 
quiiintance  wilh  shorthand,  who  may 
have  a  greater  or  lesser  acquaintance 
with  shorthand,  but  who  are  not  faithful 
or  accurate  shorthand  writers,  are  sent 
to  meetings.  Perhaps  they  only  divested 
themselves  of  their  uniform  a  day  or  two 
before.  They  are  entrusted  with  a  large 
amount  of  power  over  the  liberty  of  the 
men  whose  words  they  are  taking  down. 
Mv  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  South 
Kilkenny  (Mr.  Chance)  quoted  a  case 
which  is  now  very  well  known.  The 
right  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  the 
Parliamentary  Under  Secretary  (Colonel 
KingHarman)  replied  that  that  case 
showed  that  it  is  impossible  for  a 
reporter  to  come  forward  and  commit 
perjury,  or  to  vamp  up  his  transcript  by 
reference  to  The  FreemarCs  Journal  or 
some  other  newspaper.  That  is  not  the 
case.  In  the  very  case  quoted,  if  it  had 
not  been  for  the  fact  that  the  counsel 
for  the  prisoner  happened  to  be  experts 
themselves — happened  to  know  short- 
hand particularly  well,  and  were  enabled 
to  deal  with  the  matter  from  a  technical 
point  of  view — the  probability  is  that 
the  case  would  have  gone  against 
the  prisoner.  I  believe  that  it  was  at 
the  second  sitting  that  it  was  shown  that 
Sergeant  Christopherson  had  entirely 
misrepresented  the  speech  ;  that  he  had 
written  words  in  a  so-called  transcript 
that  had  never  been  uttered  at  all.  As 
a  matter  of  curiosity,  I  have  got  into  a 
oorner  at  meetings,  and  watched  the 


proceedings  of  the  Government  reporters , 
I  find  them  ostensibly  writing  away  for 
their  lives ;  but  in  reality  they  are  not 
taking  notes  at  all.  The  notes  were 
neither  those  of  Pitman's  system,  or  of 
any  other  shorthand  system.  On  the 
contrary,  their  proceedings  were  a  mere 
make-believe.  Now,  Mr.  John  Mande- 
ville, as  I  have  said,  has  been  served 
with  a  summons,  and  he  will  have  to 
submit  himself  to  the  tender  mercies  of 
a  Resident  Magistrate  in  a  few  days' 
time.  It  is  quite  possible  that  the  trans- 
cript, upon  which  the  proceedings  have 
been  instituted,  has  been  vamped  up 
from  one  or  other  of  the  local  papers. 
Now,  Sir,  I  should  like  to  be  clearly 
understood  upon  the  matter.  I  do  not 
want  to  accuse  anyone  in  the  capacity  of 
a  Government  reporter  of  wilful  and  do- 
liberate  perjury;  but  the  temptation  to 
men  in  the  position  of  Government  re- 
porters to  do  their  duty,  or  what  they 
consider  to  be  their  duty — that  is,  to  sup- 
port the  case  of  the  Crown — is  so  great 
that  we  can  have  no  faith  or  reliance 
that  the  Government  reporter  will  not 
be  induced  to  stray  from  the  path  of 
rectitude,  rather  than  run  the  risk  of 
being  denounced  for  incompetency.  It 
is  an  acknowledged  fact  that  frequently 
the  Government  reporters  in  Ireland  do 
furnish  reports  which  are  neither  accu- 
rate nor  faithful,  nor  contain  the  mean- 
ing of  the  speakers.  We  know  from 
painful  experience  that  many  cases  of 
misreporting  have  occurred — that  in- 
stances are  only  far  too  numerous  in 
which  policemen,  from  a  sense  of  duty, 
have  committed  perjury.  What  we  want 
is  a  guarantee  that  competent  reporters 
only  will  be  employed ;  that  policemen 
who  have  but  a  very  small  acquaintance 
with  shorthand  will  not  be  sent  to  meet- 
ings, and  be  asked  to  undertake  the  difh- 
cult  duty — a  duty  requiring  a  great  deal 
of  experience  and  cleverness— of  record- 
ing speeches  made  at  political  meet- 
ings, the  report  of  which  speeches  may 
be  produced  in  evidence  against  men  by 
persons  who  are  prejudiced  aj^ainst  the 
prisoners,  and  prejudiced  against  every 
man  who  espouses  the  National  cause. 

Mr.  CLANCY  (Dublin  Co.,  N.) :  My 
hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  East  Gal- 
way  (Mr.  Harris)  suggested  that  one  of 
Gurney's  men  should  be  appointed  to 
attend  Nationalist  meetings  on  behalf 
of  the  Government  in  Ireland.  My  hon. 
Friend  must  have  forgotten  that  the 
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duce  their  original  shorthand  notes,  and 
aver^  unusual  thing  occurred,  which  I 
Bupposo  has  never  happened  in  any  pre- 
vious trial.  The  witnesses  were  examined 
by  counsel  who  were  accomplished  short- 
liand  writers  themselves,  and  who  were 
not  only  able  to  read  their  own  notes, 
but  to  road  the  shorthand  written  by 
others.     The  counsel  required  the  police 
witnesses  to  read  what  they  had  taken 
in  shorthand,  and  the  witnesses  did  road 
out  page  after  page  of   their  original 
shorthand  notes.      That,  I  apprehend, 
was  good  evidence   that  the  witnesses 
did  write  a  shorthand  system — Pitman's 
or  some  other,  which  was  intelligible  not 
only  to  themselves,  but  also  to  the  coun- 
sel examining.     It  is  impossible  to  sug- 
gest that  these  speeches  had  been  trans- 
cribed   in    cold    blood   from  the   local 
newspapers,  because   there    is  a  pecu- 
liarity which  has  been  observed  in  the 
speeches   reported    by  local  and   other 
newspapers.      Some  of  the  more  spicy 
and  dangerous  passages  are  omitted  in 
tho  reports  which  are  found  in  certain 
newspapers.    It  is  alleged  that  the  Con- 
stabulary witnesses  did  not  take  proper 
notes  ;  but  it  is  a  strange  thing,  if  this 
is  true,  that  their  transcripts  contained 
important  passages  which  did  not  appear 
in  newspapers.     There  were,  as  I  say, 
a  great  number  of  these  witnesses  exa- 
mined   at   the    trial  in    Green    Street, 
among  thom  appeared  to  bo  men  of  ex- 
l)erience  and  able  to  write  a  practically 
verbatim  note.     I  do  not  say  they  could 
write  an  exactly  verbatim  note,  because 
everyone  who  is  acquainted  with  short- 
hand knows  perfectly  well  that  to  take 
a  verbatim  note  is  nearly  impossible.  \^A 
latigh.^  The  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  North  Dublin  (Mr.  Clancy)  is  incredu- 
lous about  that — perhaps  he  has  had  no 
experience.     When  I  say  a  practically 
verbatim  note  I  mean  that  The   Times 
note,  for  instance,  is  not  verbatim,  but 
substantially  so.     Anything  elso  would 
bo  impossible.     Now,  after  the  ordeal 
w^hich  the  police  witnesses  went  through 
in  Green  Street,  nobody  can  have  any 
doubt  that  they  knew  shorthand,  and 
that  they  were  capable  shorthand  writers. 
The  able  counsel  who   examined  them 
entirely  failed  to  shake  their  evidence. 
If  there  was  any  doubt  about  the  matter, 
how  could  it  come  to  pass  that  not  a  single 
inOopendont  shorthand  writer  was  called 
on  behalf  of  the  defendants  to  contra- 
dict tho  police  in  any  material  particular  ? 

Mr,  Gibson 


Some  observation  was  made  about  one 
of  the  police  witnesses,  called  Sergeant 
Christopherson.  No  doubt  he  was  able  to 
write  shorthand  and  to  read  it ;  he  has 
reported  a  great  number  of  speeches. 
The  hon.  Gentleman    the  Member  for 
South  Kilkenny  (Mr.  Chance),  who  was 
solicitor  in  the  case,  will  recollect  that 
Sergeant  Christopherson  took  a  greater 
number  of  speeches  than  any  of  the 
other  witnesses.    It  so  happened  that 
in  one  of  his  notes  there  were  a  line 
and  a-half  he  was  unable  to  read.     The 
notes  he  had  made  were  imperfect,  and 
he  had  taken  from  a  paper  a  passage  he 
supposed  to  be  the  passage  he  could  not 
transcribe.    I  suppose  he  did  this  a  few 
days  after  taking  the  notes,  and  that  he 
thought  that  the  passage  contained  the 
i  substance  of  what  was  said.     Now,  the 
line  and  a-half  which  was  taken  by  him 
to  supply  the  passage  which  was  admit- 
tedly defective  in  his  notes  is  used  here 
to  convict  Sergeant  Christopherson  of 
having  committed  perjury  in  every  single 
line  of  the  note  he  took.     I  do  not  know 
whether  there  are  any  other  matters  for 
me  to  deal  with  with  reference  to  what 
has  fallen  from  the  hon.   Gentleman. 
The  hon.   Member  for  North    Dublin 
(Mr.  Clancy),  I  think  it  was,  said  that  no 
man  would  do  this  dirty  work  except 
the  police.     Well,  it  is  a  very  strange 
thing  that  everyone  who  is  connected 
with  the  enforcement  of  t!ie  law  in  Ire- 
land is  to  be  denounced,  notwithstanding 
that  he  does  his  work  thoroughly  and  in 
tho  face  of  day,  and  at  the  peril  of  his 
life.    By  what  contortion  of  the  English 
language  can  it  be  said  that  a  policeman 
who  attends  a  meeting  under  circum- 
stances of  great  discomfort  to  himself, 
under  circumstances  of  great  odium  and 
possibly  of  danger,  in  order  to  do  the 
work  of  a  responsible  Goyernment,  is  to 
be  denounced  as  a  spy.    An  individual 
policeman  may  be  a  bad  man  or  a  foolish 
man  ;  but,  at  any  rate,  a  policeman  who 
attends  these  public  meetings  in  Ireland 
for  the   purpose  of   taking  shorthand 
notes  is  certainly  not  a  spy,  no  more 
than  a  lawyer  or  any  other  person  en- 
gaged in  the  administration  of  the  law 
or  in  the  conduct  of  a  legal  iaquiry.   In 
reply  to  the  hon.  Member  for  >  North 
Cork  (Mr.Flynn),I  admit  in  the  frkfiJcest 
and  fullest  way  that  it  is  the  dutjTvOf 
everyone  concerned  in  this  police  report 
ing  to  try  and  examine  the  substancj^  of 
the  words  in  order  that  it  may  bepxwred 
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beyond  a  doubt,  because  it  is  a  seripus 
matter  to  convict  anyone  by  the  worfls 
he  has  spoken,  the  words  he  has  used 
his  speech.  In  certain  other  matters, 
doubt,  it  is  necessary  to  prove  a  fact  wi 
great  minuteness ;  but  in  the  case  of 
words  spoken,  all  that  it  is  necessary  to 
p:et,  in  order  clearly  to  establish  guilt,  is 
the  substance  of  the  utterances,  and 
when  that  substance  is  clearly  demon- 
strated, I  do  not  see  where  the  difficulty 
can  be  in  establishing  guilt — where  it  is 
clearly  proved  that  the  language  was 
used  with  a  deliberate  iotention.  I 
think  the  only  thing  we  can  look  to  in 
these  matters  is  the  procuring  of  efficient 
shorthand  writers,  and  it  is  a  matter  of 
no  great  importance  whether  they  are 
policemen  or  otherwise.  The  examina- 
tion of  witnesses  will  always  be  an  exa- 
mination in  the  face  of  the  public,  with 
newspaper  reporters  present.  The  local 
reporters  who  have  attended  the  meet- 
ings in  the  interests  of  their  journals 
will  be  there,  and  may  be  called  on  to 
give  evidence,  and,  if  necessary,  to  con- 
tradict the  police  reporter.  The  worst 
allegation  against  them  seems  to  be 
that  the  police  report  speeches  at  all, 
not  that  their  reports  are  untrue.  No 
doubt  it  is  said  that  they  do  not  trans- 
cribe their  notes  accurately,  because 
their  reports  contain  passages  which  are 
not  to  be  found  in  the  local  newspapers  ; 
but  I  cannot  admit  that  because  a  local 
journal  will  not  give  certain  sentences, 
therefore  the  transcript  of  the  police 
report  is  incorrect.  The  accuracy  of  their 
reports  can  only  be  ascertained  in  Court 
in  evidence  which  is  subject  to  cross- 
examination. 

Mr.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.):  This  debate 
has  become  of  much  greater  importance 
than  it  seemed  likely  to  be  at  an  earlier 
stage.  When  I  spoke  on  this  subject 
earlier  in  the  evening,  I  confined  myself 
chiefly  to  the  question  of  the  inconve- 
nience which  had  resulted  in  the  past 
from  the  necessity  of  having  these  re* 
porters  at  our  meetings — I  pointed  out 
the  great  expense  which  the  employ- 
ment of  these  persons  entailed,  and  also 
the  constant  danger  of  breaches  of  the 
peace  which  attended  their  operations. 
I  never  said  that  these  police  officials 
performed  their  duties  at  the  danger  of 
their  lives,  and  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  clearly  mistook  me 
when  he  attributed  that  language  to  me. 
What  are  the  facts  ?    I  should  take  it 


that  there  have  been  at  least  1,000  meet- 
ings in  Ireland  of  recent  years,  and  at 
not  one  of  these  is  there  any  record  of  a 
police  reporter  having  been  injured. 
What  I  pointed  out  was  that  in  every 
case  where  my  influence  was  sufficient  to 
secure  them  a  place  upon  the  platform 
I  used  it  on  their  behalf.  Wherever  I 
could  I  got  them  into  a  position  of 
security ;  but  I  said  that  when  that  was 
not  possible  and  they  got  among  the 
crowd  they  were  surrounded  by  police, 
and  I  said  that  that  endangered  the 
public  peace,  and  that  it  was  a  most  ob- 
jectionable proceeding,  not  because  it 
was  particularly  dangerous  to  the  re- 
porters themselves,  but  because  it  ren- 
dered possible  a  breach  of  the  public 
peace,  which  otherwise  would  have  re- 
mained undisturbed.  A  fresh  spurt  has 
been  given  to  this  discussion  with  regard 
to  the  use  to  be  made  of  these  speeches. 
The  right  hon.  and  learned  Attorney 
General  for  Ireland  says  that  if  police 
reporters  were  not  sent  to  our  meetings 
violent  speeches  would  be  delivered  with 
impunity.  Well,  I  challenge  the  Front 
Bench  opposite  to  point  to  a  single  in- 
stance in  which  a  man  has  been  con- 
victed through  a  report  furnished  by 
one  of  these  police  reporters.  The  Go- 
vernment have  wasted  public  money, 
and  have  carried  on  this  insulting  sys- 
tem, all  to  no  purpose.  As  to  speeches 
of  a  violent  character  being  made  in  the 
absence  of  police  reporters  with  im- 
punity, that  is  just  the  case  now  when 
they  attend  our  meetings.  As  I  have 
said,  for  seven  years  speeches  have  been 
made  in  the  presence  of  police  reporters 
with  impunity,  and  there  is  not  a  single 
instance  in  which  a  man  has  been  con- 
victed solely  upon  a  speech  made  at  a 
public  meeting.  Why  do  not  the  Go- 
vernment send  round  their  police  spies 
to  public  meetings  in  England  ?  They 
do  not  do  so,  because  they  know  that 
these  men  would  be  kicked  out  of  the 
meeting  ;  the  public  would  not  stand  it. 
A  Member  of  this  House  is  to  be  placed 
on  his  trial  on  the  9th  of  next  month, 
and  against  him  you  will  have  no  evi- 
dence but  the  sworn  testimony  of  a 
police  spy.  You  are  going  to  try  a 
Member  of  this  House  for  words  spoken 
to  his  constituents,  and,  from  the  nature 
of  the  case,  you  are  going  to  have  no 
evidence  against  him  except  the  evi« 
denoe  of  one  of  these  police  spies.  The 
right  hon.  and  leamed  Gentleman  oppo- 
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Gentleman  the  Attorney  General  for 
Ireland  a  question  as  to  a  reply  ho  made 
to  an  observation  from  these  Benches. 
As  I  understand  it,  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  says  that  all  a  short- 
hand writer  is  called  upon  to  do  is  to 
give  his  version  of  certain  parts  of  a 
speech  which  he  has  listened  to  without 
swearing  to  his  notes  in  full — that  he  is 
not  obliged  to  prove  certain  passages  as 
in  a  system  of  verbatim  notes.  That  is 
a  doctrine  of  the  most  extraordinary 
character  ever  delivered  by  a  Minister  of 
the  Crown.  I  quite  agree  with  what 
has  fallen  from  the  hon.  Member  for 
East  Mayo  (Mr.  Dillon)  as  to  the  im- 
portance of  this  question.  You  are 
going  to  try  these  persons  for  observations 
they  have  made  in  speeches  delivered  at 
public  meetings,  and  I  have  always  un- 
derstood that  no  shorthand  note  could  be 
admitted  in  evidence  unless  it  was  a 
verbatim  note  of  what  had  been  said. 
I  should  like  to  ask  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  the  Attorney  General 
for  Ireland  if  he  agrees  with  the  ex- 
traordinary doctrine  laid  down  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary for  Ireland — namely,  that  it  is  to  be 
left  to  the  discretion  of  the  shorthand 
writer  to  give  a  full  report  or  a  sum- 
mary of  what  takes  place  ?  Will  he  say 
that  a  report  which  is  considered  most 
important  can  be  handed  in  in  other  than 
a  verbatim  form,  and  that  the  shorthand 
writer  who  has  taken  that  note  and 
supplied  that  report  can  be  a  competent 
witness  for  the  Crown  ?  I  am  anxious  to 
put  that  plainly  to  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman,  because  it  is  startling 
to  me  to  hear  that  such  a  thing  is 
possible  even  in  Ireland.  It  is  altogether 
unknown  in  this  country. 

Mr.  GIBSON  :  The  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  Elgin  and  Nairn  must  have 
misunderstood  what  was  said.  What  I 
understood  my  right  hon.  Friend  the 
Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  to  say  was 
that  the  substance  of  the  words  must  be 
proved.  There  is  no  rule  or  law,  as  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  must  be 
aware,  as  to  verbatim  notes.  The 
question  is  as  to  the  weight  of  evidence 
and  the  admissibility  of  evidence.  If  a 
man  has  no  note  of  observations  he  has 
heard  he  gives  his  evidence  from 
memory,  though  I  admit  that  the  Court 
must  be  very  careful  in  admitting  such 
evidence,  and  in  admitting  summarized 

Mr.  Anderson 


reports.  It  is  not  necessary  that  a  man 
should  be  able  to  write  shorthand  in 
order  to  make  a  note  of  criminal 
utterances,  or  in  order  to  take  down 
the  eflect  of  a  person's  statement.  I 
know  a  Judge  on  the  Bench  who  is 
able  to  write  down  almost  every  word 
a  witness  says,  though  he  only  writes 
longhand.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the 
question  which  arises  is  this — is  a  witness 
a  capable  witness  or  not?  As  to 
shorthand,  no  doubt  a  witness  who  is 
able  to  take  a  correct  verbatim  note  is 
a  most  desirable  witness  to  have;  but 
the  question  is  not  as  to  the  desirability 
of  the  evidence,  but  as  to  the  substance 
of  a  report — as  to  whether  a  man  who 
is  giving  evidence  is  really  telling  the 
truth  as  to  what  has  been  said  in  his 
hearing. 

Mb.  CHANCE  :  I  think  we  have  got 
a  stage  further,  and  the  Committee  and 
the  country  have  now  before  them  a 
clear  indication  of  the  manner  in  which 
prosecutions  are  to  be  conducted  in 
Ireland.  It  now  appears  that  reporters 
who  are  not  competent  to  take  verbatim 
reports  are  sent  down  with  specific  in- 
structions to  take  the  speeches  of  certain 
men  for  the  purposes  of  a  prosecution — 
are  sent  down  with  instructioms  from 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  take  down  the 
inflammatory  portions  of  speeches  accu- 
rately and  verbatim,  and,  as  to  the  rest 
of  the  speeches,  to  give  the  two  Resi- 
dent Magibtrates  their  impressions  of 
those  speeches.  That  certainly  appears 
to  me  to  be  a  new  method  of  obtaining 
a  conviction — a  peculiarly  Unionistic 
method,  and  one  which  I  hope  the  people 
of  this  country  will  recognize  in  all  its 
nakedness.  Anyone  who  will  refer  to 
the  proceedings  at  Green  Street,  when 
hon.  Members  of  this  House  were  pro- 
secuted for  conspiracy,  will  remember 
how  the  witness  in  some  oases  declared 
that  he  had  put  words  into  the  'speeches 
from  recollection ;  that  words  he  had 
left  out  in  his  note  he  had  put  in  from 
recollection;  that  in  other  places  the 
speaker  had  gone  too  fast  for  him  to 
follow  ;  and  that,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  the 
witness  never  seemed  able  to  get  along 
in  writing  shorthand  for  more  than 
eight  words  without  falling  behind  the 
speaker  and  having  to  oeg^n  in  the 
middle  of  another  sentence.  Some  pas- 
sages the  man  admitted  taking  from  2%$ 
Freeman^s  Journal^   and  altogether  his 
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report  was  an  iDcoherent  jumble  of 
meaningless  and  inoomplete  setitencea 
with  frequent  blanks.  That  was  a  epeci- 
men  of  the  ovidence  upon  which  Mem' 
bers  of  Farlinment  were  to  got  six 
months'  imprisonment  with  hard  labour. 
Of  course,  if  such  evidence  had  to  be 
given  before  a  jury,  there  would  be  no 
fear  of  its  leading  to  a  conviotion,  be- 
cause no  12  men  could  be  brought  to- 
gether anyivhere  to  agree  to  convict 
anyone  upon  aucK  evidence ;  but  for  the 
future  these  cases  will  not  have  to  go  i 
before  juries,  but  before  tiro  Hesident 
Magistrates,  and  the  Oommittee  can 
easily  imagine  what  their  attitude  is 
likely  to  be.  I  leave  this  matter 
to  the  consideration  of  the  Oommittee 
itself.  I  moet  firmly  allege— and  my 
statement  can  be  corroborated  by  50 
witnesses  if  necessary — that  Sergeant 
Obristopberaou,  who  is  the  witness 
whose  shorthand  report  I  have  been 
describing,  deliberately  perjured  him- 
self. He  produced  a  speech  which  he 
alleged  to  have  been  uttered  by  the 
ban.  Member  for  Nortb-E^t  Oork  (Mr. 
yf-  O'Brien),  but  not  one  word  of  which 
had  fallen  from  that  hon.  Member's 
lipa.  The  right  hon.  and  learned  Qen- 
tlemau  the  Attorney  General  for  Ire- 
laud  declared  that  the  "spicy  bits" 
had  been  left  out  of  the  local  newspaper 
reports ;  but  the  fact  of  the  case  ia  that 
those  eo-called  spicy  passages  not  only 
did  not  appear  in  the  local  papers,  but 
did  not  appear  in  the  police  reporter's 
notes-  They  only  appeared  in  the  trans- 
cript;  ao  that  it  is  clear  that  theae  pas- 
aagea  were  inserted  in  the  solicitor's 
office  in  Dublin  Castle.  I  have  here  the 
notes  I  myself  took  at  the  trial,  and  1 
have  oase  after  case  where  words  were 
inaarted,  and,  if  necessary,  I  could 
occupy  the  next  hour  by  giving  addi- 
tional instances.  Unless  I  receive  a  most 
distinct  pledge  that  in  the  future  these 
shorthaad  writers  will  be  prevented 
from  vamping  up  their  notes  from  the 
local  newspapere  before  they  send  in 
their  transoripte  to  the  Central  Authority, 
whatever  that  authority  may  be,  I  shall 
be  obliged  to  move  that  you,  Sir,  report 
Progress,  and  ask  leave  to  sit  again. 
Considering  that  there  ie  not  the  slightest 
obaaoe  of  the  Qovernment  depriving 
themselves  of  the  services  of  these  in- 
famotts  instrumeota,  I  now  move  that 
Progress  be  reported. 
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Motion  made,  and  Question  put,  "  That 
the  Chairman  do  report  Prograas,  and 
ask  leave  to  sit  again." — {Sfr.  Chance.) 

The  Committee  divided  .-—Ayes  56  ; 
Noes  112:  Majority  56. — {Div.  List, 
No.  431.) 

Question  again  proposed, "  That  Item 
E — Ettra  Pay — bo  reduced  by  £3,500." 

Ma.  MAC  NEILL  (Donegal,  8.) ; 
There  is  one  observation  which  has 
been  made  by  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Qentlesian  the  Attorney  Qeae- 
ral  for  Ireland,  in  hia  defence  of  this 
system  of  police  reporters,  that  I  very 
cordially  hope  may  be  well  reported  to- 
morrow. He  has  defend.d,  or  he  has 
justified  the  system  on  this  ground — 
that  police  reporters,  and  police  re- 
porters alone,  were  possible,  because 
other  reporters  are  not  available  for  the 
Qovernment.  If  thorighthon.  Qentleman 
the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  had 
made  that  observation,  or  had  justified 
the  action  of  the  Qovernment  by  such 
an  argument,  it  would  not  be  so 
significant.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  speaks 
purely  on  information  derived  from 
ofiioial  sources,  which  may  or  may  not 
be  correct.  The  right  hon.  and  learned 
Attorney  General  for  Ireland  occupies  a 
diSerent  position.  He  knows  the  Irish 
system,  and  the  Irish  people,  and  the 
Irish  Government  well ;  and  still  what 
is  his  testimony  ?  His  testimony  is  this 
— that  all  the  ordinary  newspaper  re- 
porters, whether  they  be  Orange, 
Whig,  or  Liberal  TJnioniat,  are  unavail- 
able for  Government  reporters.  The 
system  of  Dublin  Caatle  is  so  detested 
by  all  classes  of  the  community  alike, 
whether  they  be  Orange,  Liberal 
Unionist,  or  Whig,  that  a  reporter  can- 
not be  found  who  will  do  their  work  for 
them.  Therefore  they  are  constrained, 
according  to  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman's  contention,  from  the  lack 
of  independent  evidence  which  their 
system  renders  it  impossible  for  them  to 
obtain,  to  go  to  the  Police  Force  for  this 
information.  When  we  have  got  a  police 
report,  like  the  report  read  out  by  my 
.  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  South  Kil- 
'  kenny  (Mr.  Chance),  perhaps  it  may  be 
I  suggeeted  that  there  will  be  a  difficulty 
I  in  adjudicating  upon  that  report.  Not 
the  slightest  difficulty.  For  in  these 
cases,  the  Orova,  or  the  Government, 
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occupy  a  three-fold  position.  They  are 
first  of  all  prosecutors,  then  they  are 
witnesses,  and  then  they  are  Judges ; 
because  it  is  absurd  to  contend,  in  the 
light  of  day,  that  the  ^Resident  Magis- 
grates  who  are  to  adjudicate  upon  these 
reports  are  themselves  anything  but  the 
agents  of  the  Executive  Government. 
They  will  be  satisfied  on  smaller  evi- 
dence than  would  satisfy  even  a  Castle- 
hack  jury.  I  am  justified  in  again 
directing  the  attention  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  to 
this  matter.  An  hon.  Gentleman,  a 
Member  of  this  House,  will  be  tried  in 
a  very  short  time  before  two  Eesident 
Magistrates.  He  will  be  tried  on  police 
reports^— on  reports  given  by  persons 
who  are  not  experts — who  are  not 
trained  to  report,  but  who  are  trained 
by  officialism  to  convict,  and  whose  ob- 
ject is  to  convict.  The  right  hon.  and 
learned  Attorney  General  for  Ireland 
said,  and  said  with  spare  justice,  that 
the  law  of  evidence,  both  in  England 
and  Ireland,  is  the  same.  A  great  autho- 
rity in  England  on  evidence — Mr.  Taylor 
on  evidence— cites  some  very  pertinent 
cases  in  reference  to  police  evidence, 
and  he  says  that  they  give  evidence  in 
reference  to  reports  as  to  which,  they  are 
mere  amateurs,  and  he  compares  them  to 
bloodhounds.  And  that  is  in  fair  Eng- 
land, where  the  policeman  is  the  friend 
of  the  people  and  not  the  enemy.  But 
before  whom  in  Ireland  are  the  reports 
of  these  police  witnesses  to  be  sub- 
mitted ?  They  are  to  submit  their  evi- 
dence to  Eesident  Magistrates,  who  are 
themselves  Government  agents.  I  wish 
to  call  attention  to  these  Eesident 
Magistrates 

The  CHAIEMAN  :  That  will  be  en- 
tirely outside  this  Vote. 

Mb.  mac  NEILL  :  I  was  not  in  the 
slightest  degree  speaking  with  refer- 
ence to  these  magistrates.  I  was  simply 
saying  this — that  the  tribunal  is  such 
that  the  evidence  which  should  be  placed 
before  it  should  be  very  carefully  sifted ; 
that  it  should  be  beyond  suspicion  and 
beyond  taint;  that  this  evidence  is 
clearly  tainted  evidence;  and  that  it 
is  the  only  evidence  on  which  the 
Crown  can  go,  who  are  themselves 
the  prosecutors,  the  witnesses,  and  the 
Judges. 

Question  put,  and  negatived, 
Mr.  MacNeill 


Original  Question  again  propose'd. . 

Mr.  SEXTON  ( Belfast,  W.):  I  think, 
Mr.  Courtney,  it  may  be  convenient 
now  to  call  attention  to  a  number  of 
questions  connected  with  this  Vote,  some 
of  which  were  raised  at  an  earlier  hour 
this  evening.  I  stated  my  views  on  a 
former  occasion,  and  I  shall  content 
myself  on  the  present  occasion  with 
briefly  recapitulating  my  observations. 
The  Police  Force  in  Ireland  is  consider- 
ably employed  in  giving  special  pro- 
tection ;  and  I  claim  both  in  respect  to 
the  policy  of  coercion,  and  also  in  order 
that  we  may  apply  our  critical  faculties 
to  the  present  Vote,  that  we  ought  to 
have  fuller  particulars  of  the  names  and 
residences  of  the  persons  in  Ireland  who 
are  wholly  Boycotted  than  we  have  now 
before  us.  The  right  hon.  and  gallant 
Gentleman  the  Parliamentary  Under 
Secretary  for  Ireland  (Colonel  King- 
Harman)  has  informed  us  that  persons 
described  as  wholly  Boycotted  are  per* 
sons  with  whom  their  neighbours  refuse 
to  hold  any  intercourse,  and  that  per- 
sons under  complete  police  protection 
are  persons  always  specially  protected 
by  the  police  in  their  houses  and  when 
they  go  abroad. 

Colonel  KING-HAEMAN:  I  did 
not  say  "always." 

Mr.  sexton  :  I  will  state  my  reason 
why  I  think  I  am  right.  The  right  hon. 
and  gallant  Gentleman  divided  these 
persons  into  two  classes.  The  second 
class  are  those  under  police  protection, 
and  their  houses  are  visited  at  different 
times ;  but  with  regard  to  the  Erst  class 
receiving  more  sufficient  protection,  I 
think  his  words  were  these — that  they 
are  "  always  "  under  police  protection. 

Colonel  KING-HAEMAN:  I  most 
distinctly  did  not  say  they  were  *' always" 
under  police  protection.  I  said  tiiey 
were  under  police  protection,  and  fre- 
quently in  their  own  houses ;  but  I  said 
their  houses  were  in  such  a  position  that 
it  was  impossible  for  the  police  to  be 
always  there. 

Mr.  SEXTON:  What  are  we  to 
understand  from  the  right  hon.  and  gal- 
lant Gentleman  ?  Are  the  bulk  of  these 
people  '^ always"  under  police  protec- 
tion, and  some  few  of  them  "nearly 
always?"  Is  that  it?  I  cannot  under- 
stand the  right  hon.  and  gallant  Gentle- 
man otherwise. 
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Colonel  KING-HAEMAN  :  What  I 
said  was  that  the  persons  who  were 
wholly  under  police  protection  were 
those  whose  lives  were  in  evident  danger, 
and  as  to  whom  the  police  were  con- 
stantly on  the  watch.  I  forget  the 
exact  words  I  used ;  but  I  said,  I  believe, 
the  police  wore  generally  quartered  in 
their  houses.  But  there  are  persons 
who  are  under  police  protection  in  whose 
houses  the  police  are  not  quartered. 

Mr.  SEXTON:  Then  the  persons  who 
are  less  closely  protected   are  persons 
whose  houses  are  surrounded  at  different 
times  in  the  24  hours  ?    The  first  class 
is  more  completely  protected,   and  the 
protection  usually  takes  the  form  of  a 
police  guard  accompanying  these  per- 
sons when  they  go  abroad.    What  I 
submit  is,  that  the  fact  of  the  protection 
of  these  men  in  Ireland  by  the  police  is 
so  public  and  so  notorious  that  there  is 
no  conceivable  reason  why  their  names 
and  residences  should  be  withheld  from 
this  House.    That  is  my  statement ;  and 
I  claim  for  the  Bepresentatives  of  the 
people  that  we  have  the  same  right  now 
as  we  had  to  the  information  wluoh  Mr. 
Eorster  gave  iu  1881,  and  that  we  have 
a  right  to  discover  whether  these  are 
bogus  oases,  and  to  discover  for  our- 
selves in  how  many  oases  there  is  real 
danger,   and  in  how  many  cases  tbe 
police  protection  springs  from  vanity. 
Secondly,  I  ask  what  is  the  meaning  of 
the  statement  in  the  newspapers  this 
morning,  that  the  County  Inspector  of 
Limerick  intimates  that  no  more  police 
will  be  supplied  at  evictions  carried  out 
for  the  non-payment  of  rent  ?  Have  the 
Government  returned  to  the  policy  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  4;he  Member  for 
West  Bristol  (Sir  Michael  Hicks-Beach) 
last  winter  ?    Do  they  still  stand  on  the 
inviolability  of  the  law,  or  do  they  in- 
tend to  exercise  a  dispensing  power? 
Do  they  bring  conscience  into  play  as 
that  right   hon.    Gentleman    did    last 
winter,  and  do  they  consider  in  every 
case  whether  the  merits  of   the  case 
between  landlord  and  tenant  are  such  as 
to  justify  interference   or  not?    Then, 
Sir,  with  regard  to  the  resignations  of 
constables  because  of  the  passage  of  the 
Crimes  Act.     I  wish  to  know  how  many 
constables  have  resigned  in  consequence 
of  the  passage  of  the  Crimes  Act ;  and 
whether  it  is  true  that  the  Government 
have  refused  to  constables  who  upon  a 
case  of  conscience  resigned  their  places 


in  he  force  the  certificate  of  character 
which  is  given  to  constables  receiving 
ordinary  discharge  ?    Then  with  regard 
to  The  Times^  libels  in  "Parnellism  and 
Crime,"  I  pointed  out  already  that  the 
Government  have  fled  from  their  posi- 
tion, both  by  their  refusal  of  a  Select 
Committee,   and  also  by  their  Procla- 
mation of   the    National    League.      I 
pointed    out   that  pictures   and  verses 
of  the  most  insulting  character  to  the 
people  of  Ireland  are  hung  up  in  every 
headquarter  station  of  the  Constabulary 
in  Ireland.    I  want  to  know  if  they  are 
to  be  taken  down,  or  whether  tbe  Go- 
vernment will  allow  these  places  to  be 
made  centres  for  the  dissemination  of 
such  malignant  and  insulting  effusions  ? 
My  hon.  Friends  have  read  letters  from 
the  police,  in  which  they  point  out  that 
they  cannot  dare  to  have  a    popular 
newspaper  in  their  hands ;  and  my  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  Mid    Tyrone 
(Mr.  M.   J.  Kenny)  has  read  a  letter 
from  a  constable,   in  which  he  states 
that  simply  because   United  Ireland  was 
found  with  him  he  was  discharged  from 
the  force,  but  that  the  Inspector  Gene- 
ral, taking  a  merciful  view  of  the  case, 
allowed  him  to  remain  on  the  promise 
that  he  would  not  do  it  again.    The  right 
hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  the  Parlia- 
mentary Under  Secretary  for  Ireland, 
who  is  a  great  example  of  political  im- 
partiality, will,  perhaps,  tell  us  whether 
men  are  to  be  sent  out  of  the  force  for 
reading  United  Ireland,  and  whether,  on 
the  other  hand,  any  filth   or  calumny 
that  vindiotiveness  can  dictate  will  be 
allowed  to  be  sown  broadcast  with  the 
sanction  of  the  Government  ?  In  regard 
to  the  Constabulary  pensioners,   their 
case  is  a  perfectly  good  one.   The  Eoyal 
Commission  of  1872  reported  that  there 
should  be  an  increase  of  pay  from  that 
time,  and  it  was  given.    The  increase  of 
pension  depended  on  the  increase  of  pay; 
yet  a  number  of  men  who  received  an  in-> 
crease  of  pay  in  December,  1 872,  and  who 
retired  from  the  force  in  August,  1 874, 
have  to  be  contented  with  the  old  pen- 
sion,     although      men    retiring    after 
August,  1874,  have  got  the  higher  pen- 
sion.    These    men  are  not    numerous, 
but  they  have  a  good  case.     They  have 
a  real  grievance,  and  they  are  entitled  to 
have  it  remedied.    Then,  with  regard  to 
the  Widows'  and  Orphans'  Fund,  are  yoa 
going  to  allow  the  Inspector  General  to 
administer  this  fund  on  his  own  respon-  . 


387 


Supply —  Civil 


{COMMONS} 


Service  Estimafe», 


388 


that  the  whole  police  fund  was  admi- 
nistered under  Statute  and  audited  by 
the  public  auditors  under  the  super- 
vision of  the  Treasury. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Longford,  N.) : 
Whore  can  we  find  the  report  of  the 
auditor  ? 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  The  accounts 
were  audited  by  a  public  auditor.  I  am 
not  able  to  say  that  the  audit  was  a 
public  audit,  but  I  will  inquire  into  the 
matter,  and  if  the  hon.  Gentleman  will 
place  a  Question  on  the  Paper,  I  will 
give  a  specific  answer  to  it.  In  the 
meantime  I  repeat  that  the  accounts 
were  taken  by  a  public  auditor,  and 
therefore  there  is  no  ground  for  sus- 
picion or  belief  that  there  has  been  any 
improper  use  of  the  fund,  or  that  it  has 
been  spent  as  Secret  Service  money. 
The  hon.  Gentleman  asks  that  there 
should  be  power  to  divide  the  accumu- 
lation among  the  pensioners ;  but  it  is 
sufficient  to  say  that  many  of  these 
pensioners  have  not  contributed  to  the 
fund  at  all,  and,  consequently,  it  would 
not  be  fair  to  give  them  a  share  of  it. 

Me.  sexton  :  They  all  contributed 
to  it. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  believe  I 
am  right  in  what  I  stated. 

Mr.  SEXTON:  We  say  that  the 
officers  got  three  times  as  much  as  their 
pay,  and  the  men  only  half  as  much. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  will  now  leave 
that  question,  and  proceed  to  the  point 
of  the  hon.  Gentleman  relating  to  the 
riots  which  occurred  in  connection  with 
the  excursion  of  the  Foresters — first  of 
all  saying  that  the  hon.  Gentleman  will 
excuse  me  for  stating  that  I  doubt  the 
accuracy  of  his  remark  about  the  police 
fund,  although,  as  I  have  said,  I  will 
look  into  the  matter.  Now,  with  regard 
to  the  riots.  The  hon.  Member  proceeded 
to  say  that  his  clients,  as  I  believed  he 
called  them,  have  been  libelled  by  the 
Government,  and  that  the  Orangemen 
were  responsible  for  the  riot.  I  never 
concealed  from  the  House  that  the  first 
aggressors  were  those  roughs  of  whom 
the  hon.  Gentleman  spoke ;  but  while  I 
admitted  that  I  was  also  bound  to  say 
that  the  provocation  was  no  adequate 
justification  of  the  reprisals  subsequently 
made  by  the  members  of  the  Foresters 
Society  who  fired  several  shots,  they 
being  the  only  persons  who  fired  shots 
at  all.  At  Ballymoney  the  excursionists 
fired  several  shots  apparently  without 
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provocation,  and  wounded  a  man  who 
was  only  preserved  from  death  by  an 
accident.  But  Ballymoney  is  not  the 
only  place  at  which  the  excursionists 
fired.  After  leaving  Ballymoney  they 
fired  other  shots,  and  no  reason  is  given 
except  that  the  drink  was  beginning  to 
tell ;  at  the  distance  of  a  mile  and  a-balf 
from  this  the  trains  were  attacked,  stones 
were  thrown,  and  the  excursionists  re- 
plied by  firing  pistol  shots.  At  Bally- 
mena  about  30  shots  were  fired ;  there 
were  many  people  about,  and  three  per- 
sons were  wounded ;  for  this  there  was 
no  excuse,  as  the  train  was  high  above 
the  people ;  an  attempt  was  afterwards 
made  to  upset  the  train ;  that  was,  of 
course,  unjustifiable ;  but  the  shots  were 
fired  on  people  entirely  defenceless,  and 
without  any  provocation.  These  are  the 
facts,  and  I  do  not  think  they  demand 
the  inquiry  which  the  hon.  Gentlemen 
asks  for. 

Mr.  SEXTON :  Is  not  the  attack  on 
the  excursionists  a  fair  matter  for  in- 
quiry ?  

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  No.  I  do  not 
think  it  is,  because  I  do  not  admit  that 
it  was  a  riotous  attack.  It  was  more 
a  row  than  a  riot.  The  excursionists 
were  extremely  scattered,  and  it  was 
impossible  for  the  police  to  prevent  the 
disorder,  although,  as  I  understand,  they 
made  every  exertion  to  do  so.  The  next 
point  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  related  to 
the  resignation  of  police  officers  in  dif- 
ferent parts  of  Ireland.  I  oannot  say 
at  the  moment  what  was  stated  on  their 
resignation  with  regard  to  certificates, 
but  that  is  a  matter  which  I  will  inquire 
into.  The  whole  number  of  the  men 
who  resigned  in  Ireland  was  only  16 
or  17,  and  they  appear  to  have  repre- 
sented no  part  of  the  general  opinion  of 
the  force ;  there  has  been  no  strain  of 
the  kind  which  the  hon.  Gentleman  de- 
plores, and  I  understand  that  there  are 
2,000  candidates  anxious  to  enter  the 
force  and  replace  the  16  men  who  re- 
signed. 

Mr.  SEXTON:  I  hope  the  Govern- 
ment will  not  refuse  certificates  of  the 
good  conduct  to  the  men  who  left  the 
force  because  they  could  not  conscien- 
tiously discharge  the  duty  imposed  upon 
them. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  should 
imagine  that  that  would  not  be  a  ground 
for  refusing  certificates.  At  the  same 
time,   I  can  imagine  that  a  constable 
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might  resign  in  a  way  and  under  cir- 
cumstances which  would  practically 
amount  to  insubordination,  and  if  that 
was  so  in  the  case  of  any  police  constable 
he  would  not  deserve  that  certificate  of 
good  character  which  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man desires  should  bo  given  to  every 
member  of  the  Force  who  resigned. 
The  hon.  Gentleman  then  asks  what 
line  the  Government  mean  to  take  up 
with  regard  to  the  Belfast  Bill  ?  I  do 
not  know  that  I  have  anything  to  add 
to  the  answers  I  have  given  in  this  House 
to  the  hon.  Gentleman  from  time  to  time. 
The  Bill  is  one  which,  with  others  re- 
lating to  Ireland,  the  Government  in- 
tend to  bring  forward.  I  confess  that 
at  this  period  of  the  Session  it  is  impos- 
sible to  think  of  passing  any  Bill  which 
is  likely  to  excite  any  prolonged  con- 
troversy, and  I  would  ask  the  hon. 
Gentleman  to  consult  with  his  Colleague 
the  hon.  Member  for  East  Mayo  (Mr. 
Dillon),  who  practically  assumed  that 
the  Bill  was  dead  because  he  intended 
to  oppose  it.  Of  course,  the  point  of 
this  particular  question  is  the  amount 
of  the  time  which  would  be  consumed  on 
the  Bill ;  and,  after  all,  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman must  not  suppose  that  opposition 
to  the  Bill  would  be  entirely  confined  to 
Gentlemen  opposite.  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber said  he  should  offer  the  Bill  his 
most  strenuous  opposition  if  one  clause 
was  withdrawn. 

Mr.  SEXTON :  I  said  I  should  offer 
it  most  strenuous  opposition  if  the  clause 
was  in  the  Bill. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  Then  I  think 
an  hon.  Member  who  announces  his 
decision  to  give  the  Bill  serious  opposi- 
tion cannot  well  complain  that  the  Bill 
is  not  on  the  Order  Paper  together  with 
Business  which  it  is  absolutely  necessary 
to  get  through.  I  regret  that  we  cannot 
pass  this  Bill ;  but  I  would  remind  the 
hon.  Gentleman  of  a  fact  already  under 
his  notice  that,  in  my  judgment,  although 
it  is  not  possible  to  say  that  riots  will 
not  occur  again,  we  may  look  forward  to 
the  absence  of  serious  riots  now  with 
greater  confidence  than  we  could  two 
months  ago,  because  the  Crimes  Act  has 
armed  us  with  greater  power  than  we 
before  possessed  for  dealing  with  riots. 

Mr.  SEXTON:  Power  to  deal  with 
them  when  they  have  broken  out,  but 
not  to  prevent  them. 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  The  hon.  Gen- 
tleman, I  think,  will  hardly  underrate 


the  operation  of  the  Crimes  Act,  because, 
unless  I  am  deceived,  it  was  proposed  by 
hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  that  the  Bill 
should  be  made  to  extend  to  the  whole 
of  Ireland  by  Proclamation  of  the  Lord 
Lieutenant,  and  they  have  recognized 
that  the  Bill  might  be  of  great  use  in 
checking  riots  in  the  North  of  Ireland. 
I  would  remind  the  hon.  Gentleman  that 
we  have  already  passed  the  two  anniver- 
saries at  which  riots  are  most  likely  to 
occur  in  Belfast,  and  that  we  have 
passed  them  without  any  very  serious 
disturbances  arising.  I  contend  that 
there  is  no  serious  danger  of  riots  occur- 
ring at  Belfast,  and  therefore  I  think 
the  necessity  for  the  Bill  referred  to  is 
not  so  immediate  and  pressing  as  might 
be  supposed.  I  do  not  believe  that  the 
Roman  Catholic  population  whom  the 
hon.  Member  is  very  properly  desirous  of 
protecting,  or  the  rights  of  property  at 
Belfast,  are  in  the  slightest  danger  in  the 
future,  and  therefore  I  hope  the  hon. 
Gentleman  will  not  think  it  necessary  to 
prolong  the  discussion  on  this  subject. 

Mr.  CLANCY  (Dublin  Co.,  N.)  :  I  do 
not  think  the  reasons  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ire- 
land for  not  pushing  on  the  Belfast  Bill 
are  sufficient.  Why  does  the  Govern- 
ment not  use  the  closure  against  hon. 
Members  who  are  opposed  to  the  Belfast 
Municipal  Regulation  Bill  ?  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith)  was  very 
ready  to  use  the  closure  in  the  case  of 
the  Crimes  Bill.  Why,  then,  does  ho 
not  bring  forward  this  Bill  and  apply 
the  closure  to  hon.  Members  represent- 
ing East,  North,  and  South  Belfast,  who 
are  the  only  Members  in  opposition  to 
the  Bill  ?  The  reason  given  by  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary 
for  not  proceeding  with  the  Bill  is 
futile;  but  I  think  we  know  the  real 
reason  perfectly  well.  We  can  easily 
imagine  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
is  in  the  hands  of  the  old  Orange  ring 
of  Belfast,  and  the  members  of  the  Cor- 
poration of  that  town  do  not  want  to  be 
deprived  of  their  power  by  the  Bill.  A 
clause  has  been  specially  inserted  to  draw 
the  teeth  of  these  magistrates  in  Belfast 
who  are  responsible  for  all  the  riots 
which  have  taken  place ;  the  powers 
of  those  magistrates  are  to  be  curtailed. 
But  the  Government  refuse  to  put  in 
operation  the  very  instrument  they  have 
at  their  disposal  for  hurrying  on  Busi- 
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ness;  and  in  the  meantime  these  pre- 
judiced magistrates  remain  on  the  Bench 
provoking  riots  and  making  the  town  a 
bye-word.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
says  that  the  Belfast  crowd  would  know 
that  the  Crimes  Act  was  in  existence, 
and  therefore  further  riots  were  not 
to  be  expected ;  but  if  the  Belfast 
crowd  were  assured  in  addition  that  the 
Government  would  use  the  Crimes  Act 
against  them  we  should  bo  much  more 
assured  that  this  anticipated  good  result 
would  happen.  But  the  people  of  Bel- 
fast believe  that  the  Crimes  Act  will  be 
used  against  the  Nationalists  only.  No 
sufficient  reason  has  been  given  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  for  not  passing  the 
Bill.  Any  excuse  seems  sufficient  to  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  in  his  flippant  and 
insolent  manner  in  this  House 

The  CHAIEMAN  :  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber must  withdraw  that  expression. 

Mb.  CLANCY:  Well,  Sir,  I  with- 
draw. The  reasons  given  for  not  stating 
the  names  of  the  persons  Boycotted  are 
very  amusing.  The  idea  of  concealing 
from  persons  Boycotting  the  names  of 
thepersons  Boycotted!  Boycotting  means 
that  a  large  proportion  of  the  popu- 
lation have  united  in  avoiding  cer- 
tain people,  and  under  these  circum- 
stances you  refuse  to  give  the  names  of 
the  persons  Boycotted,  for  the  reason 
that  the  persons  Boycotting  them  would 
know  them !  It  is  ridiculous  and  ab- 
surd. The  only  reason  I  can  give 
for  the  refusal  of  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman is  that  these  statistics  are  a 
mass  of  fraud,  and  that  they  are  filled 
up  with  cases  which  never  occurred. 
We  are  entitled  to  think  this  from 
what  has  resulted  from  the  examina- 
tion of  similar  statistics  in  the  past. 
When  the  late  Mr.  Forster  produced  a 
list  of  outrages  in  1881  hon.  Gentlemen 
in  this  house  had  an  opportunity  of 
examining  them,  and  in  scores  of  cases 
they  were  found  to  be  of  a  most  frivolous 
character,  while  many  were  found  never 
to  have  occurred  at  all  except  in  the 
minds  of  policemen  and  clerks  in  Dublin, 
who  were  paid  £20  each  for  the  work 
of  preparing  the  statistics.  I  have  looked 
at  the  Return  for  the  Division  of  the 
County  of  Dublin  which  I  represent, 
and  I  find  a  blank  in  connection  with  it, 
although  there  are  there  a  number  of 
National  League  branches.  I  want  to 
know  why  the  Government  do  not  fill 
up  these  blanks  ?  They  could  easily  have 
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done  that,  and  nobody  would  have  been 
able  to  find  them  out,  because  they  re- 
fuse to  give  all  information.  I  will  give 
the  Committee  some  information  with 
regard  to  these  cases  of  Boycotting.  At 
a  l?etty  Sessions,  about  a  week  ago,  a 
man  came  before  the  magistrates  and 
complained  that  he  was  Boycotted  and 
intimidated  by  his  brother  farmers  ;  ho 
swore  that  he  was  driving  home  cattle 
and  that  he  was  called  a  dairyman  and 
an  emergency  man ;  the  charge  of  being 
a  dairyman  seems  to  be  the  one  which 
he  felt  most.  Now,  this  man  was  actually 
the  provoker  of  all  the  disturbances 
in  the  neighbourhood,  and  he  had  sum- 
moned people  in  the  neighbourhood 
before  the  magistrates  on  charges  which 
on  examination  proved  to  be  without 
any  foundation.  We  believe  that  these 
cases  of  Boycotting  are  like  that  of  the 
midwife  whom  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
has  carefully  avoided  since  he  became 
Chief  Secretary,  and  to  whom  he  has 
never  offered  any  apology  for  having 
grossly  libelled  her ;  nor  has  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  made  any  apology  to  the 
people  of  Wexford,  who  were  charged 
with  depriving  a  child  of  milk,  which 
charge  was  also  disproved.  I  believe  the 
Government  know  that  these  eases  are 
more  or  less  bogus  cases,  and  that  is  the 
reason  why  they  refuse  the  information 
asked  for 

The  CHAIRMAN:  The  hon.  Gen- 
tleman is  again  imputing  to  hon.  Mem- 
bers of  this  House  that  they  are  saying 
what  they  know  to  be  false.  I  must 
call  on  the  hon.  Member  to  withdraw. 

Mb.  CLANCY :  If  I  have  said  any- 
thing  implying  a  want  of  truthfulness 
on  the  part  of  Members  of  this  House 
upon  the  Treasury  Bench,  I  do  withdraw 
the  remark ;  but  a  very  strong  suspicion 
is  raised  in  our  minds  by  the  fact  that 
investigation  has  shown  that  a  number 
of  cases  of  alleged  Boycotting  were 
bogus  cases.  After  what  has  occurred, 
and  after  the  Government  have  refused 
the  information  we  ask  for,  we  cannot 
avoid  the  strong  suspicion  that  the  cases 
they  now  put  forward  would  also  turn 
out  to  be  bogus  cases. 

Major  EASCH  (Essex,  S.E.) :  I  have 
lived  some  years  in  Ireland  and  have 
had  experience  of  the  Irish  Oonstabu* 
lary.  I  thoroughly  agree  with  the  hon. 
Member  for  West  Befiast  (Mr.  Sexton), 
who  has  stated  that  the  IxiiBh  Oonitabu- 
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lary  are  not  a  crime- detecting  force.  We 
know  that  in  point  of  physique  they  are 
the  finest  body  in  existence ;  but  we  also 
know  that  there  is  about  them  too  much 
of  the  soldier  and  too  little  of  the  police- 
man. I  have  always  thought  that  if 
they  were  more  of  a  civil  and  less  of  a 
military  force  they  would  get  through 
niore  work  and  cost  the  country  less 
money. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Longford,  N,) : 
I  admit  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  has  en- 
deavoured to  meet  our  points  ;  and  I  do 
trust  that  when  he  goes  away  for  his  holi- 
days he  will  not  forget  to  look  into  the 
matters  brought  under  his  notice.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  says,  with  regard 
to  the  police  fund,  that  there  has  been 
no  accumulation,  and  that  there  has 
been  every  year  a  Government  audit. 
But  it  is  a  curious  evidence  of  the  dis- 
trust of  the  Government  in  Ireland  that 
the  police  force  themselves  are  alleging 
that  the  English  Government  is  the  most 
corrupt  Government  on  earth,  because 
they  have  been  handing  over  immense 
sums  of  money  to  men  like  French,  and 
others  of  the  higher  members  of  the 
force.  These  charges  show  the  utter 
want  of  confidence  in  the  Government ; 
and  I  think  that  when  you  have  these 
charges  made  the  time  has  come  for  in- 
quiry. If  the  Constabulary  make  charges 
of  this  kind,  why  do  you  not  publish  this 
audit ;  why  do  you  allow  these  suspicions 
to  go  abroad,  which  blacken  the  British 
name  in  Ireland  ?  You  allege  that  these 
audits  exist.  If  you  say  that  they  shall 
bo  published,  I  have  no  objection  to 
withdraw  from  any  further  observations 
on  the  subject,  and  I  shall  be  glad  to 
hear  from  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  a 
statement  that  he  will  carry  out  our 
views.  The  present  police  system  in 
Ireland  puts  into  the  hands  of  English 
gentlemen  enormous  powers  which  they 
do  not  know  how  to  exercise.  These 
gentlemen  come  to  Ireland  and  spend 
a  great  deal  of  their  time  in  shooting, 
fishing,  and  playing  at  lawn  tennis  with 
the  girls.  Why,  all  the  pockets  in 
Dublin  may  be  picked  and  the  whole  of 
the  city  robbed  so  far  as  these  gentlemen 
are  concerned.  They  are  very  nice 
gentlemen  for  the  purposes  I  have 
described ;  they  want  to  be  military  men 
without  police  duties,  because  thieving 
and  trespass  are  too  much  for  their  high 
notions.    I  assure  the  right  hon.  Gen- 


tleman the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland 
that  the  right  hon.  and  gallant  Gentle- 
man at  his  side  (Colonel  King- Harm  an) 
can  give  him  every  information  on  this 
point.  I  will  refer  to  the  notorious  case 
of  Mrs.  Lucas.  Her  husband  is  a 
magistrate,  and  the  family  has  been 
under  police  protection  for  three  years  ; 
there  have  been  three  burnings  in  the 
house,  and  they  have  made  three  several 
applications  to  the  Grand  Jury  for  com- 
pensation. It  was  not  enough  for  these 
people  to  have  ordinary  patrols;  they 
had  the  police  actually  in  the  house. 
Mrs.  Lucas  was  convicted  of  having 
poured  petroleum  on  the  curtains,  setting 
fire  to  them,  and  then  claiming  compen- 
sation. I  think  that  by  giving  compen- 
sation you  put  a  premium  on  acts  of  this 
kind.  Take  the  ease  of  a  farmer  when  the 
season  is  wet ;  it  is  much  better  for  him 
to  get  compensation  at  the  rate  of  £5 
a- ton  for  his  hay  than  to  sell  it  in  the 
market  for  30«.  a  ton.  The  right  hon. 
and  gallant  Gentleman  the  Parliamen- 
tary Under  Secretary  for  Ireland 
(Colonel  King-Harman)  once  went  up 
to  Dublin  Castle  and  said  that  he  should 
be  shot  if  a  certain  man  named 
M^Ewan  was  not  arrested,  and  the  man 
was  sent  to  prison  for  six  months  because 
he  had  a  knife  in  his  pocket. 

Colonel  KING-HAEMAN  :  I  beg 
the  hon.  Member's  pardon.  The  man's 
name  was  Weldon. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  The  man's  name 
does  not  matter.  But  the  fact  remains 
that  the  right  hon.  and  gallant  Gentle- 
man went  up  to  the  Castle  and  said  that 
someone  was  going  to  shoot  him. 

Colonel  KING-HARMAN  :  The 
man  was  not  put  in  gaol.  I  have  never 
asked  for  police  protection,  and  never 
will. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY:  Whether  the 
man  was  put  in  gaol  or  not  will  easily 
appear  from  the  list  of  suspects.  Of 
course,  if  the  right  hon.  and  gallant 
Gentleman  denies  this  I  withdraw  that 
portion  of  my  case;  but  the  btory  has 
been  told  in  The  Worlds  and  I  presume 
it  was  on  the  authority  of  the  right 
hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman.  At  all 
events,  I  have  shown  that  there  is 
a  distinct  premium  on  this  system  of 
police  protection ;  and  I  think  that, 
as  Bepresentatives  of  the  tenant  class 
and  of  poor  men,  we  should  have  some 
opportunity  of  testing  what  amount  of 
real  substance  there  is  in  these  alleg- 
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ations.  We  do  not  want  these  men  to 
appear  as  persecuted  persons  when  they 
are  selling  their  eggs  at  Is.  6d.  a-dozen 
to  the  police.  If  you  cannot  particu- 
larize the  names  of  individuals,  you 
should  give  us  some  small  area  of  the 
country,  so  that  we  may  have  some 
means  afforded  us  of  testing  these  alle- 
gations. This  is  a  fair  demand  on  the 
Government,  seeing  that  a  Member  of 
the  Government — the  right  hon.  and 
gallant  Gentleman  the  Parliamentary 
Under  Secretary  for  Ireland — has  been 
the  first  to  throw  discredit  on  the  sta- 
tistics of  the  police,  and  that  the  Go- 
vernment are  now  laying  themselves 
open  to  the  charge,  whether  true  or 
false,  of  manipulating  these  returns. 
The  statistics  of  crime  in  Ireland  sug- 
gest the  idea  of  a  concertina,  which  can 
be  drawn  out  and  shut  up  at  pleasure. 
If  it  is  wanted  to  prove  that  the  Crimes 
Act  is  a  success,  it  will  be  pushed  in;  and 
if  the  opposite  course  is  thought  de- 
sirable, it  will  be  drawn  out.  I  think 
we  are  entitled  to  what  we  ask  for;  and, 
considering  that  the  liberties  of  the 
Irish  people  are  being  taken  away  upon 
the  authority  of  the  merest  cyphers,  I 
trust  that  when  other  statistics  are  laid 
upon  the  Table  of  the  House,  some 
opportunity  will  be  afforded  of  enabling 
our  local  knowledge  to  be  applied  for 
the  purpose  of  checking  them. 

Me.  FLYNN  (Cork,  N.) :  I  think  the 
answer  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  has  been 
unsatisfactory  in  the  extreme  ;  but,  after 
what  has  been  said  by  the  hon.  Member 
for  West  Belfast  (Mr.  Sexton)  and  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  for  North 
Longford,  who  has  just  sat  down,  I  do 
not  propose  to  occupy  the  Committee  at 
length.  I  will,  however,  give  an  example 
of  the  way  in  which  this  system  of  police 
protection  works.  There  exists  in  a 
town  on  the  borders  of  my  constituency 
a  large  trader,  who  has  property  and 
farms  in  that  constituency.  This  gen- 
tleman has  had  disputes  for  years  with 
the  farmers  round  about  him ;  it  became 
his  interest  to  bo  Boycotted,  and,  as  a 
matter  of  fact,  since  he  was  put  under 
police  protection  the  man  has  been 
making  his  fortune.  He  is  supplying 
the  police  force  for  miles  round  him  with 
things  which  the  police  could  get  cheaper 
in  the  neighbouring  towns  ;  he  is  send- 
ing carts  for  20  or  30  miles  over  the 
country  round  him,  and  he  is  making  a 
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splendid  profit ;  he  has  now  practically 
the  mono23oly  of  one  kind  of  business, 
and  I  have  no  doubt  he  blesses  his  stars 
that  police  protection  was  granted  to  him. 
We  have  been  discussing  this  evening 
the  Special  Vote,  and  have  gone  into  the 
question  as  to  how  far  this  expenditure 
is  for  the  good  of  Ireland  or  for  the 
benefit  of  the  British  taxpayer.  I  wish 
to  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  on  many 
occasions  the  Oonsta.bulary  go  beyond 
the  law  in  Ireland,  and  that  practically 
we  have  no  redress.  I  will  give  an  in- 
stance for  the  purpose  of  illustrating  my 
meaning.  I  was  asked  to  attend  a 
social  meeting  to  be  held  in  the  town  of 
Kanturk.  As  I  passed  through  the 
town  the  local  band  met  me  and  accom- 
panied me  to  the  priest's  house,  and 
when  they  arrived  at  the  gate  leading 
to  the  private  grounds  of  the  priest  the 
band  entered  ;  the  police  were  about  to 
follow,  and  the  priest  spoke  to  the  Head 
Constable  forbidding  him  to  enter  his 
grounds ;  the  constable  insisted  on  the 
right  of  entry.  I  stated  that  there  was 
no  intention  of  holding  a  meeting,  and 
that  I  should  certainly  support  Father 
Ceilings  in  this  matter ;  the  crowd  gra- 
dually became  more  excited  because  the 
police  were  inclined  to  force  their  way 
through  the  gate  over  the  body  of  Father 
Collings;  the  Police  Inspector  went  away 
and  returned  with  four  armed  men.  This 
was  a  clear  case  of  the  violation  of  the 
law.  There  was  no  intention  of  holding 
a  meeting ;  my  visit  was  purely  of  a 
social  character  to  the  priest  in  question, 
and  yet  this  party  of  police  assumed  that 
they  could  violate  the  law  and  enter  the 
grounds  of  this  gentleman  without  any 
warrant  or  authority  whatever.  It  is  of 
such  things  as  that  we  complain.  I  asked 
the  Inspector  if  he  had  a  warrant,  ho 
said  no  ;  I  asked  him  for  his  authority, 
he  said  that  he  acted  on  his  own  autho- 
rity, and  he  added  that  he  would  use 
force ;  I  said — **  I  will  show  you  a  way 
by  whicii  you  can  go  round  and  observe 
everything  that  goes  on,  and  if  a  public 
meeting  takes  place  you  can  then  exer- 
cise your  right  to  enter."  But  when  a 
policeman  gets  his  back  up  in  Ireland 
all  thoughts  of  legality  vanish;  he  knows 
no  law  but  the  ideas  of  the  moment. 
These  men  actually  forced  their  way 
across  a  ditch,  and  if  I  had  not  used  my 
best  exertions  there  would  have  been  a 
collision  between  the  people  and  the 
police,  who  committed  the  trespass.    I 
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contend  that  there  was  no  right  of  entry ; 
there  was  no  meeting,  and  even  if  there 
had  been  there  was  no  right  of  entry 
without  warrant.     All  that  the  police 
were  asked  was  not  to  commit  a  tres- 
pass.    The  notetaker  drew  a  revolver ; 
but  the  priest  placed  himself  beside  the 
policeman,  and  no  harm  was  done.     I 
addressed  a  Question  on  this  subject  to 
the   right    hon.    Gentleman    the   Chief 
Secretary,  and,  to  my  indignation,  I  got 
the  answer  that  the  constables  were  per- 
fectly right ;  that  they  had  information 
that  a  meeting  was  to  be  held,  and  that 
the  crowd  were  armed  with  pitchforks. 
The   whole   story    was    absolutely  un- 
founded.    We  complain  that  on  occa- 
sions of  this  kind  the  police,  in  their 
endeavour  to  gain  promotion  by  their 
ofliciousness,   are    constantly  breaking 
the  law  and  endangering  order.      In- 
stead of  guarding  the  peace,  their  action 
has  directly  a  contrary  effect.     I  asked 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  if  he  would 
grant  a  local  inquiry,  and  he  refused  to 
do  so ;  but  he  will  receive  the  ex  parte 
statement  of  the  District  Inspector,  who 
will,   no  doubt,  exonerate   the    police, 
no  matter  what  they   were   guilty  of. 
We     are    asked    to    vote    £1,000,000 
of    money    for    the    purposes    of    this 
force,    and    we,    in    return,   ask    that 
some  restraint  shall  be  put  upon  the 
action  of  the  police.     If,  on  the  occa- 
sion  I  refer   to,  the  Member  for  the 
District  had  not  been  present  it  would 
have    been    impossible    to    prevent    a 
collision   between  the   people    and  the 
police,  because  the  crowd  was  composed 
mostly  of  young  men  who  would  easily 
have  swept  the  police  down  the  road.    I 
could  give  half-a-dozen  cases  in  which  I 
have   witnessed  the    exasperating  and 
overbearing  conduct  of  the  police,  and 
in  which  they   have  distinctly  broken 
the  law.     It  was  only  last  winter  that  I 
was  returning  from  a  walk  in  the  City 
of  Cork  and  saw   a  large   number  of 
people  coming  from  their  evening  devo- 
tions ;  a  charge  was  made  by  the  police 
at  a  short  distance,  and  I  saw  the  people 
who   were  coming  from  church  beaten 
and  belaboured  in  the  most  unmerciful 
manner  by  a  number  of  constables  who 
had  been   attacking  the  people  at  the 
distance  of  a  few  streets  from  the  spot. 
What  wonder  is  it  that  the  police  are 
not    respected    in   places   where    these 
things  are  done  ?     If  the   Government 
^dve  it  to  be  clearly  understood  that  the 


constables  in  the  discharge  of  their  duty 
in  isolated  districts  must  remain  within 
the  lines  of  the  law,  I  prophecy  that 
there  would  be  a  state  of  things  very 
different  from  that  which  now  exists  in 
Ireland.  We  know  that  the  Constabu- 
lary are  not  supposed  to  do  more  at 
evictions  than  simply  protect  the  Sheriffs 
and  bailiffs  in  charge,  but  I  say  that 
they  show  an  anxiety  to  pass  beyond  the 
legitimate  lines  of  their  duty,  which  we 
might  expect  that  any  Government 
having  at  heart  the  best  interests  of  the 
country  and  a  sense  of  responsibility 
would  seek  to  repress.  We  contend  that 
the  police  in  Ireland  conceive  it  to  be 
their  duty  to  range  themselves  delibe- 
rately on  one  particular  side^-on  the 
side  of  the  so-called  oppressed  minority 
in  Ireland,  and  it  is  under  that  view  that 
the  most  harsh  and  illegal  acts  are  com- 
mitted by  the  Constabulary  in  Ireland  ; 
nor  does  this  occur  alone  in  cases  which 
are  known  at  the  Castle,  for  there  are 
hundreds  of  cases  in  which  the  people 
themselves  are  only  too  glad  to  allow 
what  occurs  to  blow  over.  I  think  we 
should  only  be  doing  our  duty  to  our 
constituents  if  we  were  to  discuss  these 
matters  at  very  considerable  length ; 
and  I  regret  that  on  the  present  occa- 
sion there  is  not  a  large  attendance  of 
hon.  Members  above  the  Gangway. 
[^Ironical  cheers. ~]  I  have  stated  nothing 
which  is  not  within  my  own  knowledge, 
and  there  is  nothing  that  I  have  stated 
with  regard  to  the  action  of  the  police 
for  which  I  cannot  give  authority,  and 
therefore  the  ironical  cheers  of  hon. 
Members  opposite  have  no  bearing  on 
the  cases  I  have  stated.  I  wish  there 
were  more  hon.  Members  present,  be- 
cause I  could  lay  before  the  Committee 
such  instances  of  oppression  on  the  part 
of  the  police  as,  I  believe,  have  never 
occurred  in  a  civilized  country.  But  if 
wo  cannot  get  a  large  audience  in  the 
Committee  to  whom  we  can  expose  these 
things,  we  have  a  large  audience  outside 
to  whom  we  can  explain  these  acts  of 
contemptible  tyranny. 

Mr.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.J :  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  for 
Ireland  by  what  he  has  said  to-night 
has  exhibited  to  the  Committee  a  very 
good  specimen  of  the  class  of  men  who 
administer  government  in  Ireland.  Of 
all  the  absurdities  of  which  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  has  been  guilty,  the 
greatest  is  that  of  refusing  to  state  the 
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planation  upon  it.  Some  time  ago  the 
hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  East  Essex  (Major  Basch)  made 
some  very  sensible  observations  as  to 
the  extraordinary  military  character  of 
the  Irish  police,  and  gave  it  as  his  opi- 
nion that  the  force  should  be  as  much 
as  possible  civilized.  He  emphasized 
his  observations  by  saying  he  had  some 
experience  of  Ireland^  and  as  he  did  not 
go  there  as  a  Grown  official,  or  as  a 
member  of  the  landlord  class,  he  was  in 
a  position  to  give  an  unbiased  and  a 
fair  judgment,  but  I  think  that  hon.  and 
gallant  Member  would  be  rather  sur- 
prised if  he  looked  at  Sub-head  H. 
lie  would  there  see  that  the  ammuni- 
tion provided  for  the  force  cost  last  year 
£150,  but  that  under  the  rule  of  a 
UnionistGovernment,  provision  has  been 
made  for  the  purchase  of  ammunition 
of  the  value  of  £650  for  this  year.  I 
know  that  the  police  have  their  weapons, 
that  they  have  bayonets,  and  I  admit  it 
is  reasonable  they  should  have  some 
ammunition  for  their  firearms.  As  was 
proved  by  that  affair  in  Youghal,  a 
policeman  with  a  bayonet  can  hardly  be 
expected  to  murder  more  than  one  man 
at  a  time.  In  that  case  the  policeman 
pursued  him  and  killed  him  on  the  spot, 
sending  his  bayonet  into  the  man's  spine. 
The  police  generally  pursued  these  run- 
ning people,  even  into  private  houses, 
where  they  had  no  right  to  go  ;  butthey 
were  unable  to  do  to  death  more  than 
one  of  these  people  who  were  running 
away.  Therefore,  firearms  are  so  much 
more  superior  to  the  bayonet.  Of  course, 
with  firearms,  even  though  a  crowd  is 
running  away,  you  can  shoot  them  down 
at  a  distance  of  200  yards.  Formerly 
the  police  were  armed  with  firearms 
that  fired  a  bullet,  but  they  were  not 
good  enough  shots  to  bring  down  their 
men.  I  admit  that  in  a  dense  crowd 
the  odds  were  that  a  policeman  would 
lodge  the  bullet  in  someone  ;  but  lately 
the  Government  appear  to  have  dis- 
covered that  dense  crowds  are  a  rarity — 
except  in  Belfast,  but  there  it  would  be 
criminal  to  interfere  with  riots  when 
they  bear  a  political  complexion — and 
accordingly  the  old  bullets  were  dis* 
carded  in  favour  of  the  buckshot  cart- 
ridge. Many  hon.  Members  may  not 
thoroughly  understand  what  that  is. 
These  cartridges  have  the  ordinary 
charge  of  powder,  perhaps  a  little  less, 
and  a  certain  number  of  buckshot,  the 
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interstices  being  filled  with  plaster  of 
Paris.  When  the  cartridge  is  fired  it 
goes  solid  for  a  certain  distance,  and 
then  opens  and  scatters  so  that  the 
police  are  able  to  fire  with  a  better 
chance  of  hitting  and  killing  someone. 
The  buckshot  is  large  enough  to  kill  at 
100  yards,  or  even  at  150  yards,  and  as 
the  shots  spread,  I  have  no  doubt  who- 
ever invented  this  method  of  assassina- 
tion prides  himself  upon  the  increased 
returns  the  Government  are  likely  to 
get  for  the  ammunition  expended.  Up 
to  the  present  about  30,000  rounds  have 
been  issued  for  the  use  of  the  police 
every  year,  costing  £150.  Taking  the 
outside  price  for  these  cartridges  to  be 
\0s.  per  100— though  I  believe  the  cost 
is  something  nearer  8«.  per  100 — £150 
would  represent  30,000  rounds.  This 
year  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief 
Secretary  for  Ireland  has  taken  provision 
for  130,000  rounds,  £500  additional  for 
the  declared  object  of  buying  an  extra 
100,000  rounds  of  this  ammunition.  The 
financial  year  ends  on  the  31st  March 
next,  and  this  addition,  if  it  is  to  be 
expended  at  all,  will  have  to  be  ex- 
pended within  the  next  six  months.  I 
assume  that  every  hon.  Member  of  the 
Committee  admits  that  up  to  the  present 
the  principal  duty  of  the  Police  Force  in 
Ireland  has  been  to  aid  at  evictions. 
Last  year  you  had  the  disturbing  ele- 
ment in  the  case  of  the  Belfast  riots,  but 
I  assume  there  is  no  intention  now  on 
the  part  of  the  police  to  use  buckshot  or 
any  other  weapon  upon  the  loyal  and 
patriotic  rioters  of  Belfast.  The  Land 
Act  of  the  Government  has  been  de- 
scribed by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  West  Birmingham  (Mr.  J. 
Chamberlain)  as  a  boon  which  has  put 
a  stop  to  evictions,  except  those  that  are 
just  evictions,  and  therefore  I  think  I 
am  entitled  to  ask  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Chief  Secretary  if  he  would 
be  good  enough  to  explain  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  whom  it  is  intended  to  expend 
this  additional  100,000  rounds  of  ammu- 
nition, for  the  purchase  of  which  this 
additional  sum  of  £500  has  been  asked 
from  the  Committee?  I  think  it  is 
absolutely  necessary  and  highly  desir- 
able for  the  Eepresentatives  of  tJie  Irish 
people,  upon  whom  the  police  most  likely 
will  utilize  this  ammunition,  to  ask  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  to  sketch  out  for 
us,  as  near  as  he  possibly  can,  upon 
whom  this  ammunition  is  to  be  ex- 
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ponded,  and  for  what  operations  in  Ire- 
land he  proposes  it  shall  be  used  ?  Of 
course  this  ammunition  is  not  got  for 
nothing,  and  if  it  is  not  absolutely 
necessary,  I  would  ask  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  to  submit  to  a  large  reduc- 
tion in  this  special  item.  It  seems  to 
me  that  if  he  gets  this  large  amount  of 
ammunition  in  this  present  year  for  the 
benefit  of  these  police  constables,  it 
seems  to  me  to  indicate  to  them — I  am 
sure  it  is  untrue,  and  has  not  entered 
the  mind  of  the  Government — they  are 
to  inaugurate  in  Ireland  a  reign  of 
legalized  police  assassination  and  mur- 
der, that  they  are  to  consider  the  ten- 
antry of  Ireland  as  so  many  partridges 
to  bo  shot  down  in  a  battue,  I  trust  that 
is  not  the  case,  but  I  wish  to  learn  why 
four  times  the  amount  of  former  years 
is  required  in  the  present  year  ? 

Colonel  KING-HAEMAN  :  With 
regard  to  the  last  question,  as  to  the 
ammunition,  the  amount  under  the  sub- 
head is  about  the  average.  The  expla- 
nation is  very  simple.  There  is  now 
very  little  ammunition  in  store,  and  the 
increased  amount  is  to  replenish  the 
stores.  It  must  also  be  remembered 
that  the  Constabulary  require  a  large 
quantity  of  ammunition  for  the  course 
of  musketry  instruction  they  have  to  go 
through  every  year. 

Mr.  EOWNTREE  (Scarborough) :  I 
can  bear  testimony  to  the  military  cha- 
racter of  the  police  in  Ireland,  and  I 
would  ask  whether  there  is  any  reason 
why  at  every  little  roadside  station, 
where  there  is  scarcely  anything  to 
shelter  them,  you  should  be  confronted 
with  a  military  man,  fully  armed  with 
his  rifie  and  bayonet,  as  if  a  foreign 
force  were  expected  by  the  next  train  ? 
Is  there  not  a  better  means  of  utilizing 
the  men  in  Ireland  than  this  extra- 
ordinary method?  The  only  reason 
that  has  been  given  for  the  great  ex- 
pense occasioned  by  this  extraordinary 
Bjstem,  apart  from  historical  reasons, 
is  the  agrarian  agitation  of  hon.  Mem- 
bers below  the  Gangway.  But  is  not 
the  answer  to  that  suggestion  to  be  found 
in  every  report  of  every  Commission 
that  has  gone  from  Parliament  to  Ire- 
land, and  studied  the  agrarian  question  ? 
It  is  too  late  in  the  day  now  to  ask  Eng- 
lishmen to  be  satisfied,  and  go  on  paying 
this  extraordinary  charge,  when  the  whole 
cause  of  the  agitation  arises  from  the 
distress  and  misery  of   the  people.    I 


only  wish  to  say  this  in  conclusion. 
Speaking  to  one  of  the  officers  of  the 
Constabulary  last  year,  in  County  Lime- 
rick, an  officer  who  had  no  Nationalist 
proclivities,  and  asking  him  about  the 
condition  of  things,  he  said — '*  Many  of 
the  people  are  hungering,  and  I  scarcely 
know  what  they  will  do  in  the  winter." 
I  said — *'  Have  you  much  difficulty  with 
larceny  ?  "  and  he  said — **  No,  not  much 
to  speak  of."  **  Anything  to  complain 
of  in  drinking? "  **  No,  except  at  fair 
times."  I  said — "  I  suppose  the  serious 
difficulty  arises  from  the  agrarian  ques- 
tion ?  "  ;*  Well,"  he  said,  with  a  sort  of 
smile,  "  if  the  people  were  allowed  to 
live  upon  their  holdings  at  rents  they 
can  fairly  pay,  all  the  agitators  in  the 
world  coula  do  us  no  harm  whatever." 
I  think  it  is  time,  on  behalf  of  the  tax- 
payers in  this  country,  that  this  should 
come  to  an  end. 

Dr.  TANNER  (Cork  Co.,  Mid) :  I 
should  have  liked  to  have  spoken  on  this 
subject  at  greater  length,  if  there  had 
been  more  time.  I  had  altogether  37 
cases  to  make  out,  but  I  can  assure  hon. 
Gentlemen  I  shall  not  go  into  all  of  them 
now — I  will  only  refer  to  two  or  three. 
There  is  one  case  in  particular  that  I 
should  very  much  have  liked  to  have 
spoken  upon,  but  I  apprehend, I  should 
do  better  to  defer  it  to  some  future 
occasion.  I,  once  in  my  life,  was  sur- 
prised from  the  blow  of  a  policeman's 
baton — the  right  hon.  and  gallant  Gen- 
tleman the  Parliamentary  Under  Secre- 
tary for  Ireland  (Colonel  King-Harman) 
suffered  from  the  police,  but  he  became 
the  hero  of  Cremorne,  whereas  I  became 
the  victim  of  police  misapprehension. 
But  I  will  defer  my  case  in  regard  to  the 
Sub-Inspector  to  a  future  and  more  con- 
venient occasion.  Several  instances  I 
have  already  brought  before  the  House 
in  the  course  of  the  present  Session,  and 
had  I  received  an  answer  couched  in  the 
tone  one  would  expect  from  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman — had  I  received  anything  like 
a  satisfactory  answer — I  should  not  have 
brought  forward  these  cases,  but  I 
will  only  give  two  or  three  of  them  on 
this  occasion.  The  first  instance,  I  will 
call  attention  to  is  the  case  of  Sabina 
Murphy,  which  I  brought  before  the 
House  before.  Sabina  Murphy  lived  in 
the  vicinity  of  Millstreet ;  and  in  the 
early  portion  of  last  year,  hon.  Members 
will  recollect — as  a  great  point  was  made 
about  this  case  by  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
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man  the  Chief  Secretary — this  girl  was 
maltreated,  her  hair  chopped  ofiP,  and 
midnight  ruffians  poured  gallons  of  tar 
on  her  head.    The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man   the    Chief    Secretary   denounced 
this  terrific  outrage  in  a  way  which  only 
his    mellifluous  eloquence  could ;    but 
what  happened  ?    Sabina  Murphy,  after 
this  outrage,  was  visited  by — amongst 
the  police— one  young  man  whom  this 
girl   dearly  and    fondly  loved.    Well, 
Sir,  the  Sub-Inspector  of  the  Constabu- 
lary, who   is  a  short  thick- set   young 
man,   favoured    the    alliance    between 
this  young  woman  and  Sub-Constable 
Austen,  in  hopes  something  might  turn 
out  for  the  benefit  of   Her  Majesty's 
Government.     What,  then,   happened? 
According  to  the  statement  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman,  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment were  determined  to  make  a  swoop 
somehow  and  somewhere,  and,  accord- 
ingly, arrested  a  number  of  men  who 
lived  in  the  vicinity.     Having  arrested 
these  men,  and  lodged  them  in  Mill- 
street,    they  wanted    to   justify    their 
action,  as  there  was  absolutely  no  evi- 
dence  against  them ;   so  they  put  the 
gcrow  on  Sub-Constable  Austen,  and  he, 
in  his  turn,  was  to  put  the  screw  on  this 
girl  he  was  going  to  marry.     Sabina 
Murphy  did  not  seem  to  see  it,  and  she 
refused  to  be  any  party  to  such  a  really 
underhand   proceeding.     If    Hep    Ma- 
jesty's Government  wanted  to  do  it  let 
thorn  do    it  themselves.    What,  then, 
liappened?    This  girl   got  married  to 
Austen,    and   after    she   was    married 
Austen  was  brought  back  to  this  Mill- 
street  district,  and  kept  in  communica- 
tion with  the  police,  in  order,  with  the 
aid  of  his  wife,  to  fix  the  crime  on  some 
one  of  these  men.     The  girl  told  the 
story   herself   in    a    letter  which    she 
addressed  to  one   of    the    Cork  news- 
papers— The    CorJc   Daily  Herald.    The 
girl's  statement,  since  then,  has  been 
confirmed    by    her    husband;    and    it 
appears  from  this  that   Sub-Inspector 
Smith — this    gentleman   who    I    have 
many  more  charges  against— this  Sub- 
Inspector    of    the     Millstreet    district 
tried  to  get  her  to  bear  false  evidence 
against  the  men  arrested  by  the  Govern- 
ment.    That  is  proved  beyond  all  doubt ; 
and  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  ought  to 
know    that    if    he    does    not.     What 
happened  then?    When  this  girl   and 
the  Sub-Constable  both  refused  to  bear 
false  witness  against   their  neighbour 

Dr,  Tanner 


the  Government  were  sold  on  their  job» 
and,  being  sold  on  their  job,  they  were 
determined  to  get  rid  of  the  whole  lot, 
and  they  gave  this    unfortunate   man 
notice  to  quit.    To  my  certain  know- 
ledge  he  was  in  the  infirmary  in  the 
City  of  Cork,   and  being  the  tool  of 
Her  Majesty's  Government — but  being 
unable    to   work    out    the    ends    they 
designed    him  to    work  out — he  very 
neany  lost  his  reason.    He  was  in  the 
north  infirmary  at  Cork  for  a  fortnight. 
After  he  came  out  of  the  hospital  he 
went  back  to  duty  for  a  fortnight,  and 
then  was  dismissed  the  Constabulary. 
Directly  on  his  being  dismissed  the  Con- 
stabulary he  appealed  to  the  j^eople  in 
the  vicinity,  and  addressed  letters  to  the 
Press;  and  then  what  did  the  Govern- 
ment do  ?    They  said — *'  Do,  for  good- 
ness sake,  go  in  peace,  Austen !     Do  not 
throw  any  more   light  on  that   moon- 
lighting expedition.    Go  in  peace ;  and 
we  will  get  you  a  place  in  the  City  of 
Liverpool  police."    If  ever  there  was  a 
job  in  this  country  this  was  one — com- 
mencing with  the  right  hon.   Gentle- 
man's   statement    in  this  House,  and 
winding  up  in  this  ignoble  way  with  the 
Government  slinking  from  their  guns, 
shirking  their  responsibility,  and  getting 
this  man  a  place  in  the  Liverpool  police. 
That  is  the  outcome  of  a  tale  of  bogus 
outrage  which  was  commended  to  the 
consideration  of  this  House  by  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  in  his  speech  at  the 
commencement  of  this  Session.     I  told 
you  that  I  only  intended  to  mention  one 
or  two  cases.    I  would  like  to  give  you 
at  least  another  case ;  but  I  will  refrain. 
But  I  hope  that  the  one  I  have  given 
will  sink  deep  into  the  dilettanti  mind 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief 
Secretary.    It  may,  at  all  events,  take 
root  and  bear  good  fruit,  if  it  falls  on 
good  soil.    Apologizing  for  trespassing, 
even  in  this  brief  way,  upon  the  time  of 
the  House,  I  will  only  say,  in  conclusion, 
that  even  if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
does  not  listen  to  what  I  have  said,  it 
may  reach    the   ears    of   the    English 
people,  who  are  his  masters  and  pay- 
masters 

Mr.  NOLAN  (Louth,  N.) :  I  should 
like  to  know  how  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland 
accounts  for  the  continuous  increase 
of  the  Pension  List  of  the  Boyal  Irish 
Constabulary,  and  where  he  intends 
to   draw  the  line.    The   total  number 
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of  police  in  Ireland  is  12,404,  and  there 
are  no  fewer  than  5,333  pensioners.  Now, 
that  is  a  state  of  things  which,  I  dare  to 
say,  it  would  be  difficult  if  not  impos- 
sible to  parallel  in  any  country  but  Ire- 
land, and  which  would  not  be  permitted 
in  Ireland  under  a  native  Government. 
How  does  it  arise  ?  Beference  has  been 
made  to  the  fact  that  the  Irish  police  are 
more  a  military  than  a  civil  body.  Just 
about  the  time  that  a  policeman  would 
be  able  to  discharge  his  duty  as  a  police 
officer  efficiently  he  is  thinking  about 
retiring,  owing  to  his  distaste  for  the 
barrack-room  life,  for  being  hampered 
with  military  equipments,  and  for  being 
compelled  to  patrol  the  roads  day  and 
night  under  arms  as  if  he  were  in  an 
enemy's  country.  Then,  owing  to  the 
unpleasant  nature  of  the  work  that  the 
police  are  called  upon  to  discharge,  there 
is  great  anxiety  amongst  the  older  mem- 
bers to  get  away  on  pension ;  and,  at 
the  same  time,  the  younger  men  of  the 
force  have  to  be  induced  to  remain  by 
removing  the  sergeants  and  head  con- 
stables, and  thus  opening  out  the 
path  of  promotion  to  the  younger 
men.  Now,  I  should  like  to  know 
what  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has 
got  to  say  about  this  condition  of 
things — whether  he  has  any  explanation 
to  offer?  Then  there  is  another  matter 
which,  though  small  in  itself,  is  of  con- 
siderable importance  to  the  constituency 
I  have  the  honour  to  represent.  I  put, 
a  short  time  ago,  a  Question  to  the  Chief 
Secretary  for  Ireland.  He  did  not 
answer  it  himself,  but  put  up  the  Par- 
liamentary Under  Secretary  (Colonel 
King-Harman)  not  to  answer,  but  to 
"bluff"  the  Question,  and  to  throw 
ridicule  on  it.  It  related  to  an  outrage 
which  was  perpetrated  on  a  poor  man, 
one  of  my  constituents.  This  man  was 
in  the  habit  of  serving  bread  at  the 
house  of  the  District  Inspector.  When 
he  called  at  the  house  for  this  purpose 
on  one  occasion,  the  District  Inspector 
summoned  him  into  his  presence.  When 
the  poor  man  came  into  the  room  where 
the  District  Inspector  was,  that  officer 
seized  him  by  a  long  beard  which  he 
wore,  dragged  him  to  a  table  in  the 
centre  of  the  room,  took  a  large  pair 
of  sheers  off  the  table,  and  while  his  son 
held  him,  cut  his  beard  off  close  to  the 
ohin.  These  facts  were  sworn  to  by  the 
man.  in  his  affidavit.  Now,  how  did  the 
Inspector  meet  the  charge  when  an  ac- 


tion was  immediately  afterwards  brought 
against  him  ?  He  swore  that  he 
committed  no  assault,  and  that  no  vio- 
lence was  used — that  all  that  hap- 
pened was  that  with  the  full  consent  of 
the  man,  he  clipped  about  an  inch  off 
his  beard.  Further,  he  got  the  case 
put  off  until  the  Summer  Assizes ;  and  then 
before  the  case  came  on,  he  settled  with 
the  man  by  paying  him  £20  and  all  ex- 
penses, rather  than  allow  the  case  to  go 
into  Court.  Now,  one  of  the  statements 
made  by  the  Parliamentary  Under  Se- 
cretary for  Ireland  in  connection  with 
this  case  was,  that  the  alleged  assault 
occurred  six  months  ago,  and  that 
in  the  meantime,  a  witness  whom 
the  District  Inspector  could  have 
called  in  support  of  his  statement  had 
left  the  country.  But  the  fact  of  the 
matter  was  that  there  were  three  or  four 
ladies  and  gentlemen  present  at  the 
time,  who  could  have  borne  witness  in 
favour  of  the  District  Inspector,  had  he 
chosen  to  go  into  Court  and  had  the 
facts  been  as  he  had  stated  them. 
This  may  sound  a  rather  small  affair. 
It  seems  a  trifling  thing  in  the  eye  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  that  a  poor 
man  was  assaulted  in  this  way.  But 
would  he  like  to  have  such  an  assault 
committed  on  himself  ?  And  if  he  would 
not  like  to  have  such  an  assault  com- 
mitted on  himself,  what  right  has  he 
to  assume  it  may  be  committed  with 
impunity  on  any  of  Her  Majesty's  sub- 
jects, however  humble  he  may  be?  I 
hope  that  before  the  decision  of  the  Com- 
mittee is  taken  on  this  Vote,  we  shall 
have  some  more  satisfactory  account  of 
this  affair  from  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man. Apart  from  the  assault,  it  is  quite 
clear  that  the  District  Inspector  com- 
mitted perjury.  He  swore  falsely  in 
his  affidavit  and  he,  in  effect,  acknow- 
ledged this  by  afterwards  paying  £20 
and  all  expenses.  Now,  in  view  of 
the  extraordinary  powers  which  even 
at  any  ordinary  time  are  vested  in 
a  District  Inspector's  hands  in  Ireland, 
and  of  the  still  greater  powers  which 
will  be  vested  in  his  hands  under  the 
Coercion  Act,  I  ask  are  not  the  people 
of  Dundalk  and  its  vicinity  justified  in 
looking  with  some  concern  to  the  fact 
that  this  man  will  be  allowed  to  remain 
in  our  neighbourhood — seeing  his  tem- 
per and  the  fact  that  he  has  no  regard 
for  an  oath  ?  I  might,  if  I  chose,  make 
out  a  case  from  other   circumstances 
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against  this  District  Inspector  Supple,  j 
and  the  way  in  which  he  discharges 
his  ordinary  duties.  Walking  through 
the  streets  of  Dundalk,  a  short  time 
ago,  I  was  followed  by  a  half-witted 
creature — who  made  use  of  the  most 
filthy  and  abusive  language;  and 
though  this  occurred  near  the  centre 
of  the  town  not  a  constable  could 
for  a  long  time  be  found.  To  escape 
from  the  annoyance,  I  went  with  a  gen- 
gentleman  to  an  hotel  close  by,  and 
when  there  my  attention  was  attracted 
to  a  crowd  higher  up,  and  there  were 
two  men  in  the  middle  of  the  street 
boxing  in  their  shirt-sleeves  in  full 
view  of  the  hotel  windows.  They 
fought  for  15  minutes  in  the  centre  of 
the  town  with  their  seconds  about  them, 
and  there  was  not  a  policeman  to  inter- 
fere. Before  I  left,  I  saw  two  armed 
and  mounted  constables  ride  ofP  into  the 
country  as  if  they  were  going  out  to 
meet  a  foreign  enemy.  This  is  the  way 
the  time  of  the  men  is  spent  under 
the  direction  of  District  Inspectors 
like  Mr.  Supple.  Their  time  is  wasted 
in  patrolling  the  country  by  day  and 
night  with  arms  in  their  hands,  instead 
of  attending  to  the  ordinary  duties 
of  police.  I  will  not,  however,  dwell 
on  the  matter  further  this  evening; 
but  I  would  ask  the  right  hon.  Gen. 
tleman  the  Chief  Secretary  whether 
he  has  any  intention  of  taking  further 
steps  in  connection  with  this  inspector  ? 
The  Parliamentary  Under  Secretary  said 
that  Mr.  Supple  had  been  severely 
admonished  from  Dublin  Castle.  But 
will  a  severe  admonition  meet  a  case  of 
this  kind?  If  a  young  constable  had 
committed  this  assault,  and  had  also 
committed  perjury,  he  would  have  been 
dismissed  the  force  immediately.  What 
action  is  to  be  taken  against  this  man 
who  has  spent  30  years  in  the  force,  and 
now  occupies  a  responsible  position  ?  It 
is,  I  think,  a  case  which  calls  for  a 
thorough  investigation. 

Mr.  murphy  (Dublin,  St.  Pa- 
trick's) :  I  do  not  intend  to  refer  to 
many  of  the  topics  which  have  been 
referred  to  this  evening,  though  there  is 
not  a  Member  from  Ireland  who  could 
not  add  something  to  the  exposure  of 
the  faults  of  the  police.  I  want  to  call 
attention  to  the  supply  of  clothing  to  the 
Irish  Constabulary.  There  is  a  Vote  of 
£33,632  on  account  of  this  clothing. 
Now,  in  the  Division  of  Dublin  which 
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I  represent,  there  was  a  large  clothing 
factory,  and  the  proprietor  of  this  fac- 
tory complained  to  me  that  be  did  not 
get  any  fair  opportunity  of  putting  in  a 
tender  for  the  supply  of  Constabulary 
clothing.  Such  short  notice,  he  said,  was 
given  when  clothing  was  required,  that 
it  was  impossible  for  Irish  firms  to  com- 
pete with  the  authorities  in  London.  I 
found  then,  to  my  great  surprise,  that 
the  supply  of  Constabulary  clothiop: 
came  under  the  War  Office,  and  what  I 
want  to  call  attention  to  is  the  de- 
sirability of  having  the  police  clothing 
made  up  in  some  Department  connected 
with  the  Constabulary  itself.  This  is  an 
organization  confined  solely  to  Ireland, 
though  it  is  one  of  a  military  character. 
It  has  no  other  connection  with  the 
Army,  and  it  seems  strange  that  their 
clothing  should  not  be  made  up,  as 
other  supplies  for  the  Constabulary  are 
provided,  by  some  Department  connected 
with  the  Constabulary,  and  not  by  the 
War  Office.  I  hope  the  attention  of  the 
Irish  Government  will  be  directed  to 
this  matter,  and  that  something  will  be 
done  to  enable  Irish  establishments  to 
get  a  fair  share  of  these  contracts.  An- 
other question  to  which  I  wish  to  call 
attention  is  the  condition  of  the  Con- 
stabulary barracks;  £32,000  is  voted  in 
these  Estimates  for  Constabulary  bar- 
racks. That  shows  that  Oonstabulary 
barracks  are  generally  rented  and  are 
not  the  property  of  the  Q-ovemment.  I 
know  that  in  many  country  towns  the 
Constabulary  are  very  badly  noufled,  and 
that  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  bar- 
racks is  very  bad.  Besides  that,  in 
many  towns  many  prisons  have,  under 
the  new  prison  system,  been  closed  up. 
The  consequence  is  that  there  are  no 
places  to  put  prisoners  except  some 
miserable  dens,  where  they  are  confined 
under  conditions  of  gpreat  hardship  until 
the  Director  orders  their  removal  to  one 
of  the  larger  prisons.  One  of  the  recom- 
mendations of  the  Prisons'  Commission 
was  that  licensed  look-ups  should  be 
provided  in  lieu  of  the  disused  prisons, 
but  this  has  not  been  done.  No  lock-ups 
have  been  provided.  I  do  not  know 
whether  my  hon.  Friend  the  Member 
for  West  Belfast  (Mr.  Sexton)  will  be 
satisfied  with  the  discussion  that  has 
taken  place  on  the  points  he  has  raised  ,* 
but  I  cannot  think  that  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary for  Ireland  has  given  a  satisfkotorj 
answer  to  one  at  least  of  the  questians 
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raised  by  the  hon.  Member  for  West 
Belfast.  I  refer  to  the  Chief  Secretary's 
answer  in  regard  to  the  Police  Fund,  for 
I  think  the  case  for  some  investigation 
in  respect  to  that  fund  soems  over- 
whelming. The  evidence  goes  to  show 
that  nobody  knows  anything  about  it. 
If  so,  I  think  it  is  clear  that  a  thorough 
investigation  should  take  place. 

Mr.  CLANCY  (Dublin  Co.  N.):  I 
want  to  know  whether  late  Constable 
Macfarlane,  who  figured  so  conspicu- 
ously in  the  evidence  before  the  Belfast 
Biots  Commission,  is  still  in  the  employ- 
ment of  the  Government,  or  has  been 
promoted  ?  And  I  wish  to  give  Notice 
that  if  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland 
does  not  answer  the  question  now,  or 
gives  an  unsatisfactory  answer,  I  will 
bring  the  matter  up  again  on  the  Eeport 
of  Supply. 

Mb.  sexton  :  I  am  willing  to  defer 
any  further  discussion  on  the  questions 
I  have  raised  until  the  Beport  is 
brought  up.  I  suppose  the  Government 
will  report  Progress  after  this  Vote  is 
disposed  of. 

Mb.  T.  p.  gill  (Louth,  S.) :  It  is 
positively  disgraceful  that  a  man  who 
has  been  publicly  found  guilty  of  com- 
mitting an  assault,  and  also  of  com- 
mitting perjury,  should  occupy  an  in- 
fluential position  in  an  important  town 
like  Dundalk.  I  hope  the  Government 
will  give  some  assurance  that  the  man 
will  be  properly  punished. 

The  PAELIAMENTAEY  UNDER 
SECRETARY  fob  IRELAND  (Colonel 
KiyG-TfARMAN)  (Kent,  Isle  of  Thanet) : 
The  hon.  Member  opposite  (Mr.  Nolan) 
did  me  an  injustice  in  saying  that  I  was 
put  up  to  ''  bluff  "  the  question  to  which 
he  referred.  I  investigated  the  case 
whioh  he  mentioned  as  far  as  I  could, 
and  I  intended  by  my  answer  to  convey 
censure  of  the  officer  referred  to — Dis- 
trict Inspector  Supple.  I  said  that  he 
had  been  severely  reprimanded  by  the 
Police  Authorities,  and  that  a  reprimand 
to  a  Constabulary  officer  of  his  standing 
was  a  very  serious  matter.  With  re- 
gard to  the  questions  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  North  Dublin  (Mr.  Clancy),  I 
cannot  answer  them  at  present. 

Db.  TANNER  (Cork  Co.,  Mid) :  Will 
some  steps  be  taken  to  curb  the  im- 
petuosity of  District  Inspector  Smith  ? 

OoLowm  KING -HARM  AN:  His 
conduct  will  be  inquired  into.  I  cannot 
now  say  more  than  that  there  shall  be 


an  inquiry.  As  to  the  clothing  of  the 
Constabulary,  that  is  provided  for  by 
the  Army  Authorities.  There  is  a  cer- 
tain amount  of  Army  clothing  supplied 
from  Ireland ;  but  I  quite  agree  with 
the  hon.  Member  that  more  clothing 
should  be  supplied  from  Ireland. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided: — Ayes  107; 
Noes  50:  Majority  57. — (Div.  List, 
No.  432.)  [2.0  a.m.] 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
**  That  the  Chairman  do  report  Progress, 
and  ask  leave  to  sit  again." — {Mr,  A,  J. 
Balfour,) 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  I  desire  to  say 
that  I  confirm  the  remarks  made  by  the 
Chief  Secretary,  and  that  I  find  that  he 
was  right  and  I  was  wrong  in  regard  to 
the  man  Weld  on. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Resolution  to  be  reported  To-tnorrow. 

Committee  to  sit  again  To-morrow, 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  BOUNDARIES 

BILL.— [Bill  327.] 

(Jfr.  Ritchie,  Mr,  Jaekaon,  Mr,  Long,) 

SECOND    BEADmO. 

Order  for  Second  Heading  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
'^That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time." — {Mr,  Ritchie,) 

Mr.  ANDEESON  (Elgin  and  Nairn) : 
I  am  surprised  to  find  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Bitchie)  proposes 
the  second  reading  without  any  explana- 
tion or  statement  in  reference  to  this 
Bill,  because  hon.  Members  who  have 
read  it  will  have  some  difficulty  in  under- 
standing the  necessity  or  occasion  for 
having  the  Bill  at  all.  The  Government 
seem  to  think  it  is  necessary  to  have  a 
Commission  to  settle  the  boundaries  of 
areas  in  England  ;  but  may  I  point  out 
that  although  several  Local  Government 
Bills  have  been  introduced  before,  it  has 
never  occurred  to  a  Government  to  have 
a  Bill  of  this  kind,  nor  has  it  been 
thought  necessary  to  set  up  an  expensive 
machinery  of  this  kind,  to  appoint  a 
Commission  to  go  into  every  county  in 
England  for  the  purpose,  so  far  as  I 
understand,  of  assisting  the  Government 
in  coming  to  a  conclusion  as  to  what 
their  scheme  of  local  government  shall 
be.  Now,  the  first  provision  is  that  a 
Commission  shall  be  appointed  to  in- 
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quire  into  the  best  mode  of  adjusting 
the  boundaries  of  counties  and  their 
areas,  and  the  best  mode  of  dealing  with 
portions  of  counties  partly  or  wholly  de- 
tached, and  where  the  Sanitary  Authority 
is  divided.  Now,  if  there  is  one  thing 
that  is  well  known  it  is  the  great  incon- 
venience of  local  areas,  that  is  well 
known  and  the  county  map  will  show 
that.  The  Local  Government  Board  has 
only  to  apply  to  Local  Authorities  and 
Unions,  to  obtain  a  map  showing  the 
various  boundaries  and  where  and  how 
they  overlap.  But  it  will  be  a  useless 
waste  of  time  and  expense  to  appoint  a 
Oommission  for  the  purpose,  and  bearing 
in  mind  that  it  has  never  been  done 
before,  and  that  the  Bill  is  entirely  novel, 
I  should  have  expected  from  the  Go- 
vernment some  statement  upon  it.  I 
am  sure  the  House  will  agree  that  in 
all  Commissions  for  boundaries,  it  is 
usual  to  settle  your  boundary  after 
you  have  settled  what  you  are  going 
to  set  up  within  that  boundary;  but 
here  it  seems  to  me  the  Govern- 
ment are  *' putting  the  cart  before  the 
horse."  Tou  are  setting  up  an  expensive 
machinery  for  ascertaining  boundaries, 
and  for  what  ?  For  a  scheme  of  local 
government  you  have  not  brought  for- 
ward, on  which  you  have  not  informed 
the  House.  You  are  going  to  send  Com- 
missioners all  over  the  kingdon  to  settle 
boundaries,  but  what  for?  I  do  not 
know,  and  I  question  if  the  Government 
know ;  and  if  they  do  know,  it  is  not  at 
all  likely  the  House  will  accept  the 
scheme.  I  cannot  help  thinking  that 
this  is  an  attempt  at  the  end  of  the 
Session,  the  Government  finding  they 
cannot  bring  in  a  Bill,  not  being  in 
agreement  on  the  subject — an  attempt 
to  show  they  have  done  something,  and 
I  can  imagine  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  in  those  speeches  in  the 
country  which  I  see  he  is  going  to 
deliver,  enlarging  upon  the  importance 
of  the  step  taken  by  the  Government 
in  passing  this  Bill.  But  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  must  know  perfectly 
well,  for  his  experience  on  this  subject 
is  very  great,  that  we  have  never  before 
agreed  to  such  a  measure  as  this  ;  that 
it  has  never  been  suggested  by  anyone 
to  have  as  a  preliminary  step,  an  expen- 
sive, long,  and  tedious  inquiry  on  the 
subject.  What  is  it  that  the  Commis- 
sion will  have  to  do  ?  They  will  go  into 
every   county   of  England    and    make 

Mr.  Anderson 


inquiry — as  to  what   I  really   do  not 
know — [  **  Hear,  hear !  '*  ] — and   I   do 
not  think   hon.    Members   who    cheer 
know  it  either — ^I  am  sure  they  do  not. 
This  Bill  seems  to  me  a  perfect  sham. 
I  have  attempted  to  put  myself  in  the 
position  of  a  Commissioner  going  down 
into    the    counties    to    consider   their 
boundaries;  but  I  defy  hon.  Members 
to  say  what  are  the  duties  and  functions 
of  a  Commissioner  when  he  is  appointed, 
unless  he  knows  what   the  scheme  of 
the  Government  is  as  to  local  govern- 
ment.   When  you  have   decided   that 
which  depends  on  population  and  various 
other  things,  whether  you  are  to  have 
representative  Boards,  or  whatever  thej 
are   to  be,  then,  I  can   understand  a 
Commission  going  down  and  fixinfi:  the 
boundaries  of  local  areas.     That  is  my 
first    objection,  and   I  am  curious   to 
hear,  and  the  House  is  entitled  to  hear 
some  explanation  of  this  measure.  An- 
other objection  is,  that  the  scope  of  this 
Bill  is  confined  to  England.     Now,  if  I 
understand  the  object  of  this  measure, 
it  is  for  the  purpose  of  saving  time ;  as 
I  understand  the  Government,  they  say 
that  unless  this  Bill  is  passed,  we  shall 
have   local   government    for    England 
thrown  over  for  another  year.     Well,  so 
far  as  the  present  Government  is  con- 
cerned, I  think  it  will  be  thrown  over 
for  many  years;  but  my  chief  objection, 
as  representing  a  Scotch  constituency,  is 
that  you  are  taking  no  step  whatever  in 
regard  to  local  government  for  Scotland. 
Now,  if  there  was  one  thing  prominent 
in  the  address  of  every  Member  opposite 
to  his  constituents,  it  was  a  declaration 
in  favour  of   a  ''large   and   extended 
measure  of  local  government  applied  to 
all  parts  of  the  United  Elingdom;"  and 
I  really  want  to  know  why  it  is  that 
Scotland  is  left  out  of  the  Bill.    I  asked 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  to-night, 
but  he  did  not  seem  to  know  whether 
there  was  to  be  a  Local  Goyemment 
Bill  for  Scotland.     I  do  not  know  whe- 
ther he  is  aware  of  such  a  Bill  being 
contemplated ;  but  as  the  Kepresentative 
of  a  Scotch  constituency,  I  do  insist  that 
on   the  question  of  local  goyemment, 
Scotland  is  entitled  to  equal  considera- 
tion with  England.  If  this  Bill  is  neces- 
sary to  expedite  the  bringing  forward 
of  your  English  Bill,  then,  surely,  it  is 
equally  necessary  for  Scotland  ?     If  the 
Government  say  they  are  going  to  legis- 
late for  England  next  year  and  not  foi 
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Scotland,  then  I  shall  certainly  oppose 
this  Bill,  for  you  certainly  ought  to  legis- 
late for  England  and  Scotland  together. 
The  real  fact  is,  I  believe,  that  the  Go- 
vernment have  given  no  consideration 
at  all  to  the  question  of  local  govern- 
ment for  Scotland.  It  is  part  and  parcel 
of  the  manner  in  which  the  Government 
have  treated  Scotch  Business  throughout 
the  Session ;  they  seem  to  disregard  the 
existence  of  Scotland.  I  now  ask  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  who  has  charge 
of  this  Bill — I  understand  a  Bill  for  the 
local  government  of  England  is  actually 
drafted — has  a  Bill  for  Scotland  been 
drafted  ?  This  is  a  question  I  may  fairly 
ask.  Well,  it  is  clear  the  question  is 
inconvenient,  and  when  a  question  is 
inconvenient  it  is  considered  out  of 
Order.  The  conclusion  I  draw  from  there 
being  no  reply  to  a  perfectly  fair  ques- 
tion is  the  conclusion  the  people  of  Scot- 
land will  draw.  I  say  this  is  not  a  fair 
way  of  treating  this  question,  though 
hon.  Members  opposite  agree  with  it. 
The  want  of  a  comprehensive  scheme  of 
local  government  is  as  much  needed  in 
Scotland  as  in  England,  and  it  is  as  much 
a  burning  question.  There  are  as  many 
difficulties  in  regard  to  boundaries. 
Surely  it  is  not  unreasonable  that  when 
you  are  seriously  bringing  forward  a 
Bill — if  serious  it  is,  which  I  rather  ven- 
ture to  doubt — that  Scotland  should  be 
treated  in  a  similar  manner.  Therefore 
I  desire,  my  first  objection  to  the  Bill 
itself  being  that  it  is  put  forward  with- 
out explanation ;  and,  secondly,  that  it 
does  not  propose  to  deal  with  Scotland, 
to  move  that  the  Bill  be  read  a  second 
time  this  day  three  months. 

Mb.  E.  ROBERTSON  (Dundee) 
seconded  the  Amendment. 

Amendment  proposed,  to  leave  out 
the  word  "  now,"  and  at  the  end  of  the 
Question  to  add  the  words  '*  upon  this 
day  three  months." — {Mr,  Anderson,) 

Question  proposed,  *^That  the  word 
^now  '  stand  part  of  the  Question." 

The  president  of  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  Ritchie) 
(Tower  Hamlets,  St.  George's) :  The 
first  complaint  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  (Mr.  Anderson)  is  that  I 
made  no  statement  on  moving  the 
second  reading,  and  I  will  explain  why 
I  made  no  statement.  The  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  must  be  aware  that 
this  Bill  has  been  the  subject  of  ques- 

VOL.  COOXX.    ['niiRD  SKiuas.] 


lion  and  answer  on  more  than  one  occa- 
sion lately,  and  in  my  answers  I  have 
had  occasion  to  explain  generally  and 
shortly  why  it  is  that  the  Government 
are  bringing  in  the  Bill.  That  being 
so,  and  there  being  no  Amendment  given 
Notice  of,  I  thought  it  more  convenient 
to  the  House  to  wait  until  hon.  Mem- 
bers who  desired  to  have  any  further 
information  had  put  their  questions,  and 
then  I  intended  to  make  a  reply,  an 
opportunity  for  which  would  not  be 
presented,  if  I  had  made  a  statement 
first,  and  no  Amendment  was  moved. 
The  hon.  and  learned  Member  complains 
that  no  statement  or  explanation  of  the 
Bill  is  made,  and  expresses  his  own  utter 
ignorance  of  the  Bill.  Well,  I  quite 
admit  it  is  a  reasonable  thing  to  ask  for 
an  explanation  in  the  House ;  but  of  all 
Members  I  think  he  is  the  least  justified 
in  taking  up  the  position  he  has  taken  ; 
because  I  took  the  trouble,  in  reply  to 
his  questions,  to  enter  very  fully  into 
the  scope  and  purpose  of  the  Bill,  and  I 
thought  I  had  explained  the  measure 
to  his  entire  satisfaction.  I  understood 
he  was  perfectly  satisfied. 

Mr.  ANDERSON:  The  conversation 
I  had  with  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
was  purely  private,  and  I  understand  it 
is  a  rule  laid  down  that  such  conversa- 
tions are  not  to  be  made  public  in  the 
House. 

Mr.  RITCHIE:  I  have  not  the 
slightest  intention  of  making  our  pri- 
vate conversation  public.  I  merely 
refer  to  it  to  show  that  he  really  has 
some  ground  for  knowing  what  the  Bill 
is.  However,  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  takes  up  the  ground  that  he 
really  does  not  understand  that  there  is 
any  object  to  be  served  by  the  Bill,  and 
goes  on  to  say  that  he  did  not  believe 
there  was  any  idea  on  the  part  of  the 
Government  of  dealing  with  the  ques- 
tion at  all,  that  they  merely  intended  to 
make  some  show  of  being  busy.  I  can 
understand  he  is  annoyed  at  the  deter- 
mination of  the  Government  to  carry 
out  the  pledges  they  have  given  to  deal 
in  a  full  and  comprehensive  manner 
with  the  question  of  local  government. 
I  do  not  know  whether  he  was  in  the 
House  the  other  day  when  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Derby 
(Sir  William  Harcourt)  made  some 
observations  on  the  Bill  in  reply  to  my 
right  hon.  Friend  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith),  when  he 
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stated  wliatBills  tho  Govornmen  t  intended 
to  proceed  with  ?  On  that  occasion  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Derby  said  he  was  very  glad  the  Go- 
vernment intended  to  proceed  with  tho 
Boundaries  Bill;  because  he  looked 
upon  it  as  a  thing  altogether  unobjec- 
tionable and  absolutely  necessary  before 
any  question  of  local  government  could 
be  entertained.  The  hon.  and  learned 
Member  is  not  evidently  in  accord  with  a 
distinguished  Leader  of  his  Party. 
Anybody  who  has  studied  tho  subject  of 
local  government,  which  evidently  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  has  not,  must 
be  perfectly  well  aware  how  impossible 
it  is  to  settle  any  scheme  without 
first  dealing  with  tho  question  of  over- 
lapping areas.  In  the  Bill  we  had  pre- 
pared and  hoped  to  introduce  this  Ses- 
sion, we  had  clauses  for  the  appointment 
of  a  Commission  for  dealing  with  this 
point ;  and  when  we  found,  from  cir- 
cumstances not  necessary  now  to  deal 
with,  that  we  could  not  bring  forward 
the  Bill  this  Session,  we  thought  it  a 
pity  that  this  portion  of  the  Bill,  which 
is  in  no  sense  of  the  term  a  Party  ques- 
tion at  all,  should  not  be  proceeded  with, 
and  so  we  submit  it  to  the  House  in 
this  separate  form.  Now,  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  is,  perhaps,  aware 
that  there  are  a  large  number  of  Unions 
in  England  and  Wales,  which  overlap 
two  or  more  counties,  and  he  ought  to 
know  it  is  quite  impossible  to  set  up  a 
representative  county  assembly  without 
getting  your  rating  areas  within  your 
County  boundar}'.  Therefore,  it  is 
essential  that  Unions  and  Sanitary 
areas  should  be  brought  within  the 
countj-,  whatever  tho  system  of  county 
government  shall  bo  so  long  as  it  is  re- 
presentative. That  is  all  the  House  is 
now  askod  to  do.  The  County  Autho- 
rity  set  up  will  be  a  represent  at  ivo  one, 
and  it  is  nocessary  to  got  tho  maohinorv 
in  orilor  to  sot  up  that  authority.  Now, 
tho  hon.  and  learned  Member  as^kswhat 
those  Commissioners  are  to  do.  It  will 
be  their  duty,  no  doubt,  through  sub- 
Commissions  to  inquiro  into  tho  oir- 
cumstAuoos  of  ovory  oyorlappinjr  aiva 
throughout  Kngland  and  W.^ilos,  ovorv 
ovorlapring  Union  auvi  ovory  ovorlap- 
ping  urban  Sanitary  Auiho-rity.  by  in- 
quiry and  oonsultation  on  ;ho  sp^>t  with 
IaVaI  Authoritios.  Havin*:  obt«;nt\i 
this  datx^,  thoy  proivm^  thoir  rooommon* 
dations  and  submit  thorn  to  tho  L^x^aI 
1 ',.    i>  # . )  • . 


Government  Board,  who  will  lay  them 
before  Parliament.  Parliament  will 
not  be  committed  to  any  part  of  the 
scheme  proposed  by  the  Boundary  Com-' 
missioners,  and  can  deal  with  the  pro- 
posal in  any  way  it  pleases ;  but  it  is 
perfectly  manifest  to  anyone  who  has 
studied  the  subject,  that  the  question  of 
overlapping  areas  must  be  dealt  with, 
and  surely  it  is  an  advantage  to  set  to 
work  at  once  to  prepare  the  material 
for  the  scheme.  This  is  a  measure  that 
has  received  the  assent  of  nearly  every- 
one, it  is  in  no  sense  contentious ;  it  is 
to  enable  necessary  work  to  be  done,  and 
I  hope  the  House  will  now  pass  the 
second  reading. 

Mr.  ANDERSON :  And  in  reference 
to  Scotland  ? 

Mr.  RITCHIE:  Oh.  yes!  I  beg 
pardon.  The  hon.  Gentleman  says  it  is 
a  bad  Bill,  and  complains  that  it  is  not 
applied  to  Scotland. 

Mb.  ANDERSON:  No;  I  said  unne- 
cessary. 

Mr.  RITCHIE :  It  is  nnneoessary, 
says  the  hon.  Gentleman ;  why  not  apply 
it  to  Scotland  ?  Well,  I  may  say  we  do 
propose  to  deal  with  local  government  in 
Scotland  as  well  as  England.  Local  go- 
vernment for  England  is  first  to  be  dealt 
with  next  Session,  and  we  believe  the  in- 
vestigation of  the  Commissioners  between 
now  and  then  will  be  of  such  a  character 
as  to  guidons  very  considerably  in  the  pre- 

Saration  of  a  Bill  for  Scotland.  A  Boun- 
ary  Bill  is  drafted  for  Scotland;  but 
we  do  not  produce  it,  because  we  think 
it  better  to  defer  the  inquiry  to  the  be- 
ginning of  next  Session,  when  we  shall 
have  had  the  advantage  of  the  experi- 
ence of  the  working  of  this  Bill  before 
boprinning  similar  work  for  Scotland. 

Mr.  E.  ROBERTSON  (Dundee): 
There  is  one  part  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman's  observations  to  which  I 
desire  to  take  exception  at  once,  and 
that  is  when  he  taunted  my  hon.  and 

\  learned  Friend  (Mr.  Anderson)  with 
having  had  private  information.    We 

,  hoar  a  great  deal  too  much  of  these  pri- 
vate oiinversations  between  Members  of 
tho  Oovornment  and  Members  on  this 

'  side,  and  I  think  my  hon.  and  learned 
Vriond  was  only  discharging  his  duty  to 
tho  House,  oven  if  he  had  that  fall  pri- 
vate information  which  he  said  he  had, 
in  not  Ov^mpolling  the  Government  to 
niako  it  public  to  the  whole  ooontiy. 

.  There  ai>e  one  or  two  pdnts  that  leqoire 
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further  information  than  has  been  given. 
Sir,  those  who  have  seen  this  Bill  must 
have  seen  that  it  is  not  a  sham  Bill ;  it 
is,  at  all  events,  a  skeleton  Bill.  It  is 
full  of  blanks,  and  we  are  entitled  to 
call  upon  the  Government  to  fill  up  those 
blanks  as  far  as  they  can.  Take  the  first 
effective  clause,  and  we  find  it  stated  that 
the  following  persons  are  to  be  Commis- 
sioners ;  but  we  are  given  no  idea  of  how 
many  they  are  to  be ;  all  we  do  know 
is  that  there  will  be  more  than  three,  for 
three  are  to  be  a  quorum.  Now,  I  think 
we  may  fairly  ask  who  the  Boundary 
Commissioners  are  to  be  under  this  Bill. 
Secondly,  provision  is  made  for  a  secre- 
tary ;  there  is  to  be  a  paid  secretary  ap- 
Sointed  by  the  Commissioners.  But,  n 
oubt,  it  is  perfectly  well  knowjg^^^jj^O 
this  gentleman  is.  Thirdly,  n^f^j^^on  is 
made  for  payment  of  Com^^jfiSoiierB  and 
Assistant  Commissio^jg,^  though  the 
amount  is  not  namja*  So  the  House  is 
asked  to  commijfqtoelf  to  an  unknown 
amount  of  exg|J|ga|tore,  to  an  entirely  un- 
known mxi^ggifg  of  people.  On  all  these 
PO^^ts  ^Jjwe  entitled  to  ask  for  informa- 
tion.   J^^  experience  is  not  long  enough 

¥?'  ^«  ®*y  ^^  *^^®  ^®  usual— [**  Hear, 
^®*'-Jr]— but  the  experience  of  hon. 
G-entl^QQen  who  interrupt  me  is  shorter 
^^ymine.  I  do  not  know  whether  the 
^^Jrernment  have  precedent  for  this, 
hether  it  is  not  usual  to  fill  up  these 
anks  at  this  stage  of  a  Bill.  If  it  is 
ot  usual,  neither  is  it,  I  am  sure,  usual 
vto  move  the  second  reading  of  a  Bill  of 
this  character  on  the  30th  of  August. 
When  we  consider  the  lateness  of 
the  Session,  the  important  charac- 
ter of  the  Bill,  and  the  demands 
its  imtkes  on  our  attention,  I  think 
we  ate  entitled,  before  allowing  the  Bill 
to/proceed  a  step  further,  to  ask  the 
^KW)vernment  for  full  information  on  all 
the  points  to  which  I  have  called  atten- 
tion. One  thing  more,  why  is  this 
demand  made  for  the  appointment  of  a 
Commission  ?  My  hon.  and  learned 
Friend  knows  perfectly  well  what  has  to 
be  done ;  but  he  asked  why  appoint  a 
Boundary  Commission  to  do  it?  Tou 
have  a  Local  Government  Board  with  a 
large  staff,  and  it  is  a  paragon  among 
Boards,  an  exception  to  the  whole  Civil 
Service,  if  its  officers  have  half  enough 
work  to  do.  Why  not  let  this  Board  do 
w  the  work  necessary  under  this  Boun- 
^^aries  Bill?  That,  I  believe,  was  the 
l^h^int  of  the  speech  of  m^  hon.  Friend. 


or. 


/ 


And  unless  the  Government  give  us 
some  further  explanation,  in  lieu  of  the 
platitudes  to  which  we  have  been  treated 
by  the  right  hon.  Gentlemen  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  Local  Government  Board, 
I  shall  certainly  vote  for  the  Amend- 
ment of  my  hon.  and  learned  Friend. 

Mr.  MAEK  STEWAET  (Kirkcud- 
bright) :  It  is  quite  evident  to  the  sense 
of  this  House  and  of  this  country  why 
the  opposition  against  this  Government 
Bill  is  being  aroused.  We  all  know 
that  on  thp  Orders  of  the  Day  there  are 
several  Scotch  measj^jjj^jj^^jpeasures 
which  ^^^^^^0f^t0Bli&^  to  the  people 
o^  Scjjjij(§|j^5Mwhich  the  Scotch  Mem- 
^^iMMb^m  to  be  of  very  great  importance 

^tOTj^  except,  I  believe,  the  two  Scotch 
Members  who  have  taken  part  in  this 
debate.     T Critn  of  "  Withdraw !  "] 

Mr.  E^  EOBERTSON:  I  rise  to 
Order,  Sir.  I  wish  to  ask,  Mr.  Speaker, 
on  a  point  of  Order,  whether  the  hon. 
Member  opposite  (Mr.  Mark  Stewart) 
is  in  Order  in  imputing  to  the  only  two 
Scotch  Members  who  have  yet  spoken 
on  this  Bill,  that  their  motive  for 
opposing  it  is  not  opposition  to  the  Bill 
itself,  but  is  a  desire  to  prevent  the 
House  proceeding  with  the  Scotch  Orders 
which  are  to  come  on  later  on  ? 

Mb.  speaker  :  I  cannot  say  that 
the  remarks  of  the  hon.  Member  were 
out  of  Order.  He  did  not  impute  im- 
proper motives  to  the  hon.  Members. 

Mr.  mark  STEWART:  I  only 
wish  to  say  that  inasmuch  as  the  Scotch 
Members  have  been  waiting  here  the 
whole  of  the  evening,  listening  to  the 
dissertations  of  the  Irish  Members,  it  is 
only  fair  now  that  we  should  have  our 
innings ;  and  I  cannot  help  thinking 
that  though  hon.  Gentlemen  on  the 
opposite  side  may  be  quite  sincere,  and  I 
believe  that  they  are,  for  I  do  not  wish  to 
impute  any  improper  motive  to  them, 
yet  I  will  urge  that  if  they  will  with- 
draw this  Motion,  and  let  us  proceed 
with  the  Scotch  Business,  which  is  really 
interesting  to  us,  and  which  will  confer 
a  real  benefit  upon  our  country,  it  will 
be  far  better  for  us  all. 

Mr.  HUNTER  (Aberdeen,  N.) :  I 
cannot  say  that  the  speech  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  President  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  is  at  all  satis- 
factory. Either  this  Bill  is  unnecessary 
for  England  or  a  similar  Bill  is  neces- 
sary for  Scotland.  There  is  not  a  single 
word  in  his  speech  that  shows  in  the 

P  2 


423 


Local  Government 


Bovndariea  Bill. 


424 


slightest  degree  any  attempt  on  the  part 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  escape 
from  the  horns  of  that  dilemma.  It  is 
evident  that  though  the  Government 
intend  to  prosecute  this  Bill  for  England, 
they  are  totally  indifiFerent  as  to  Scot- 
land's wants  in  the  matter ;  and  it 
seems  to  me  a  very  large  Order  to  ask 
of  us  to  give  the  Government  powers  to 
perform  duties  which,  in  ray  humble 
opinion,  might  be  performed  without 
expense  to  the  country,  by  officials  of 
the  Local  Government  Board,  who  are 
already  well  'pfltid.^-.Th ere  is  nothing  in 
this  inquiry  which  requirOS^^atutory 
powers.  The  Local  Govern mentSB^^^^ 
ought  to  make  all  these  inquiries  th 
selves,  and  unless  we  get  some  more 
satisfactory  explanation  from  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman,  I  trust  that  the  Amend- 
ment will  be  pressed  to  a  Division. 

Sir  DONALD  CURRIE  (Perthshire, 
W.) :  At  25  minutes  to  3  when,  as 
Scotch  Members,  we  are  anxious  to  be 
taking  the  Technical  Education  Bill  for 
Scotland,  I  think  it  is  rather  a  pity  that 
the  Government  should  be  asked  to 
delay  the  consideration  of  this  Bill.  It 
is  an  injustice  to  the  Government  and 
also  to  the  Scotch  Members,  and  it 
shows  an  indifference  to  the  wishes  of 
the  people  of  Scotland.  In  regard  to 
the  Local  Government  Bill,  I  object  for 
my  part  to  the  hon.  and  learned  Mem- 
ber (Mr.  Anderson)  stating  that  he  is 
entitled  to  speak  for  the  Scotch  Mem- 
bers as  he  has  assumed  to  do  in  this 
matter.  We  have  had  verv  little  time 
to-day  to  carry  on  measures  which  we 
anxiously  desire  to  press  forward  ;  and 
the  Lord  Advocate  has  most  earnestly 
for  hours  this  evening  sought  to  smooth 
the  way  by  arranging  as  to  the  Amend- 
ments which  have  to  be  put  down  for 
consideration.  If  Scotch  Members 
think  a  Boundaries  Bill  is  a  necessity 
for  Scotland  as  well  as  for  England, 
surely  it  would  be  better  to  let  the 
English  measure  pass  through,  and 
seek  subsequently  to  have  it  made 
applicable  to  their  country.  I  think  the 
sooner  we  proceed  with  the  Technical 
Education  (Scotland)  Bill  the  better  it 
will  be  for  us  all. 

The  first  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY  (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith)  (Strand, 
Westminster) :  I  hope  that  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member  (Mr.  Ander- 
son), having  drawn  attention  to  his 
objections    to    the  Bill,    will    now    in 

J/r.  JLiYiter 
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deference  to  the  view  of  the  majority 
of  the  House  allow  it  to  proceed  with 
the  Bill.  Full  information  will  be  given 
on  all  the  subjects  to  which  attention  hw 
been  drawn  by  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Dundee; 
and  I  may  say  that  it  is  not  usual  to  put 
names  in  a  Bill  until  the  Committee 
stage  has  been  reached.  Full  informa- 
tion will  then  be  given  to  the  House, 
and  I  trust,  therefore,  that  the  hon.  and 
learned    Member    will    withdraw    his 

Amendment.  ,    t.t  \ 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Longford,  N.) : 

Before  the  hon.  and  learned  Member 

rises,  I  wish  to  say  that,  while  concumng 

in  the  remarks  of  the  President  of  the 

cal  Government  Board  (Mr.  Ritchie) 

necessity  of  appointing  a  Com- 

t  think  we  are  all  agreed 

pass  the  Bill ;  and 

ment  why  the 

the  Bedistri- 

a  mea- 


ihi^i 
tft 
too 


as  to 
mission, 
that  it  is  necef 
I  wish  to  ask  the' 
course  taken  in  reg] 
bution  of  Seats  Bill,  wl 
sure  of  far  greater  importai 
has  not  been  followed  in  t] 
case?  In  the  matter  of  redil 
of  seats,  you  appointed  a  Roy] 
mission,  not  a  single  Member  oj 
except  two  or  three  Irish  lawyers," 
single  sixpence;  and  you  had 
men  <rf^e  greatest  eminence,  likl 
Francis  eiH^ford,  who  did  the 
without  pay /V5^ou  had,  too,  an  adm1 
able  Secretary,  a^^elsh  gentleman,  wli^ 
gave  most  excellent  .assistance ;  and 
wish  to  know,  this  beibg  the  case,  if  you 
are  not  able  to  adopt  a  siojilar  course  in 
regard  to  the  Boundaries  Npill,  which 
naturally  will  not  excite  more\attention 
than  the  Redistribution  of  Sea^s  BilJ. 
Why  is  it  necessary  to  pass  this  ^H  ftt 
all  ?  Her  Majesty's  Government  c»uld 
issue  a  Royal  Commission,  and  appoipt 
the  gentlemen  necessary  without  dela}^ 
I  think  this  Bill  is  only  necessary  as  a 
job.  The  Tories  are  in  power,  and  thoy 
want  to  be  enabled  to  appoint  their 
friends  to  highly-paid  posts.  Now,  Mr. 
Speaker,  I  wish  to  kno;v  from  the  Go- 
vernment— while  we  all  admit  fully  the 
necessity  of  the  Commission  to  delimit 
these  areas— why  it  is  necessary  to  have 
this  Bill?  If  the  Liberal  Government 
could  get  distinguished  gentlemen  to  do 
equally  important  work  for  nothing, 
why  should  the  taxpayers  of  this  nation 
now  be  saddled  with  high  salaries  to 
get  similar  work  done?  I  think  thij 
proposal  is  positively  monstrous.    Wi 
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ey  do  not  even  tell  us  what  salaries 

ese  gentlemen  will  get,  nor  how  many 

>mmi8sioners  there   are   going  to  be 

ipointed.       We     are    told    that    not 

ss   than    three   will    be    a    quorum ; 

it     you    may    have     33     appointed 

you    assent    to     the    second    read- 

g  of   this  Boundaries   Bill,  and   the 

jmmissioners  may  appoint  a  Secretary 

id  staflf ;  and  I  therefore  submit  that 

is  is  not  a  matter  which  the  House 

ight  to  be  called  upon  to  deal  with  at 

is  hour  of  the  morning.     If  we  are  to 

mit   that  this   Bill  is   necessary  for 

igland,  surely  it  is  also  necessary  for 

in  Ireland,  and  we  have  not  yet  heard 

0  word  upon  the  subject  of  dealing 

ith  Ireland  in  this  Bill.     It  has  been 

[mitted  that  local  government  of  some 

rt  will  be  of  interest  for  Ireland,  at  the 

id  of  the  20  years  of  resolute  govern- 

ent  which  we  are  to  have ;  but  why  is 

Bill  of  this  kind  brought  io,  and  no 

itement  whatever  made  with  regard 

a  similar  measure  for  Scotland  or  for 

eland  ?  I  wish  again  to  point  out  that 

ese  Commissioners  could  be  appointed 

r  Royal  Commi6sion,  and  if  a  question 

salary  should  have  to  be  raised  this 

ar,   it  could   be  brought  up  in  the 

ipe  of  a  Supplementary  Vote  in  the 

imates.     Therefore,   I    submit,    the 

is  a  sham,  and  is  only  brought  in  to 

>le  the  Government  to   say — **  We 

passed  the  Boundaries   Bill.''     If 

overnment  can  tell  me  what  powers 

Mil  will  confer  on  them  which  they 

*  not  have  in  appointing  a  Eoyal 

ission,  my  opposition  will  be  con- 

bly  modified ;    but,  I   think,   as 

I  en,  we  are  entitled  to  some  stato- 

^n  the  question  of  Ireland;  and  I 

\Q  that  the  question  of  the  delimi- 

of  boundaries    in    Ireland   will 

'  examination  and  inquiry.     We 

it  is  the  intention  of  the  Govern- 

»  deal  with  that  question  ;  but  I 

^e  are  entitled  to  some  explana- 

hese  points;  and  therefore,  while 

o  general  opposition  to  the  mea- 

ept  on  the  ground  of  economy, 

the  Bill  is  a  useless  one  so  far 

id  is  concerned,  if  it  has  an 

or  England,  we  ought  also  to 

timilar   Bill   for  Ireland,   and 

withdraw   my    opposition,   I 

mvinced  that  powers  are  to  be 

by  the  Bill  which  the  Govern- 

3t  already  possess. 


Mr.  EITCHIE  :  Perhaps  the  House 
will  permit  me  to  answer  this  question, 
although  I  have  no  right  to  speak  again 
in  this  debate.      First,  I  am  asked  a 
question  as  to  the  expense,  and  why  the 
Government  do  not  appoint  a    Royal 
Commission,  instead  of  requesting  the 
House  to  assent  to  this  Bill.     The  infer- 
ence is,  that  in   the  one  case  the  Com- 
missioners appointed  will  be  paid,  and 
in  the  other  case  they  will  be  unpaid. 
But  we  do  not  desire  to  proceed  with  it 
as  a  purely    Government  measure,   as 
would  be  the  case  were  we  to  appoint  a 
Eoyal  Commission.     This  is  a  matter  in 
which  the  House  is  deeply  interested, 
and  it  is  desirable  that  the  appointment 
of  a  Commission  should  not  partake  of 
the    character    of  a  Party  or  Govern- 
ment proposal.       We  desire   that  the 
House  should  be  a  party  to  the  inser- 
tion in  this  Bill  of  the  names  of  gentle- 
men  who  would  command  the  confidence 
of  Members  of  all  sides  of  the  House ; 
and  I  will  inform  the  hon.  Gentleman 
that  I  have  taken  the  step  of  communi- 
cating the  names  of  the  Commissioners 
we  suggest  to  the  Leaders  of  the  Party 
opposite,  with  a  view  to  obtaining  their 
concurrence,  not  in  any  way  to  bind  the 
House,  but  to  obtain  their  concurrence 
and   their  sanction  to  the  insertion  of 
those  names  in  the  Bill.     I  have  not  yet 
even  asked  the  Gentleman  whom  we  pro- 
pose shall  be  appointed  whether  or  not 
they  will  serve,  but  I  have  heard  that  the 
gentlemen  suggested  will  be  generally 
agreeable  to  the  Leaders  of  the  Party 
opposite.     This  is  our  reason  for  pro- 
ceeding by  way  of  Bill  rather  than  by 
appointing  a  Eoyal  Commission.     As  to 
the  question  of  payment,  there  is  no  in- 
tention that  the  Commissioners  should 
be  paid.     It  is  perfectly  true  that  power 
is  taken  for  payment  to  be  made — but 
that  power  is  a   general  one — because 
it  may  be  the  case  that  one  or  two  of  the 
Commissioners  may  require  some  little 
payment  for  extra  trouble  which  may 
devolve  upon  them,  and  also  it  may  be 
necessary  for  them  to  incur  certain  ex- 
penses.    Gentlemen  will  have  lo  be  ap- 
pointed as  Sub-Commissioners,  and  they, 
of  course,   will  have  to  be  paid.     The 
hon.  Member  asks  why  anyone  should 
be  paid,  when  with  reference  to  the  Ee- 
distribution   Bill   everything  was   done 
without  payment  to  all.     But  let   me 
point  out  that  this  is  a  much  more  diffi- 
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Amendment  proposed, 

To  add  to  the  words  last  inserted — "The 
school  board  shall  fix  the  school  fees  to  be  paid 
for  attendance  at  each  technical  school  under 
their  management,  and  such  fees  shall  be  paid 
to  the  treasurer  of  the  board,  and  a  separate 
account  shall  be  kept  of  the  amount  of  the  fees 
derived  from  such  school ;  and  it  shall  be  law* 
f ul  for  the  school  board,  if  they  see  fit,  to  pay 
to  the  teachers  of  a  technical  school  the  fees 
derived  from  such  school,  and  to  divide  the 
same  among  them  as  the  school  board  shall 
determine.  Any  deficiency  which  may  exist  in 
the  technical  school  fund  shall  be  payable  out  of 
the  school  fund  provided  under  the  Education 
(Scotland)  Acts,  1872  and  1833."— (ifr.  CaU~ 
well.) 

Question,  **  That  those  words  be  there 
inserted,"  put,  and  agreed  to, 

Mr.  E.  ROBERTSON  (Dundee) :  If 
we  trust  the  Local  Authority  at  all,  I 
believe  it  would  be  wiser  to  trust  them 
altogether,  without  the  limitation  the 
2nd  sub-section  of  this  clause  imposes, 
and  I  therefore  move  the  omission  of 
the  sub-section. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  1, 
line  18,  to  leave  out  sub-section  (2). — 
{Mr.  E.  Robertson.) 

Question  proposed,  **  That  Sub- sec- 
tion (2)  stand  part  of  the  Clause." 

Mr.  J.  H.  A.  MACDONALD :  I  sin- 
cerely hope  the  hon.  and  learned  Mem- 
ber will  not  press  his  Amendment,  for  I 
am  sure  its  acceptance  would  be  very 
unacceptable  to  the  people  of  Scotland. 
It  would  amount  to  this — that  by  a 
single  resolution  of  a  school  board,  and 
without  giving  time  for  consideration, 
and  for  the  views  of  the  ratepayers  to 
become  known,  the  latter  would  be  in- 
volved in  a  large  expenditure.  The 
whole  object  of  the  Bill  is  to  allow  full 
consideration,  and  it  is  obvious  that  the 
whole  scope  of  it  would  be  defeated  by 
adopting  this  Amendment. 

Mr.  CALDWELL  (Glasgow,  St.  Rol- 
lox)  :  May  I  add  an  additional  objection 
to  that  urged  by  the  Lord  Advocate. 
The  consent  of  the  Education  Depart- 
ment is  necessary,  with  a  view  to  the 
protection  of  existing  technical  schools 
in  the  district  with  which  the  action  of 
a  school  board  might  seriously  interfere. 

Mr.  hunter  :  There  would  be  con- 
siderable  force  in  what  the  Lord  Advo- 
cate has  stated  if  the  Bill  stood  with  its 
original  form  of  procedure  for  technical 
schools.  But  ho  has  accepted  an  Amend- 
ment under  which  technical  classes  can 
be  established  in  any  ordinary  school. 


Now,  there  might  be  very  considerable 
reason  for  this  provision  in  view  of  a 
large  expenditure ;  but  if  it  is  merely  a 
question  in  some  small  school  of  pro- 
viding special  instruction  in  agriculture 
or  any  other  subject,  it  really  seems 
hard  that  a  school  board  should  not  be 
able  to  do  that  without  all  the  cumbrous 
machinery  of  this  Act. 

Mr.  J.  H.  A.  MACDONALD  :  May  I 
point  out  that  it  is  simply  a  question  of 
departmental  consent,  and  that  would 
be  required  in  the  case  referred  to. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  4  (Provision  for  confirmation 
of  resolution  with  reference  to  establish- 
ment of  school). 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  1, 
line  25,  after  the  word  **  time,"  to  insert 
the  words  *'  not  being  earlier  than  one 
month  after  the  first  publication  of  such 
resolution." — (Mr.  Caldwell,) 

Question,  **  That  those  words  be  there 
inserted,"  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  line  .  27, 
to  leave  out  from  the  word  **  order." — 
{Mr,  Caldwell.) 

Question,  ''  That  those  words  be  there 
left  out,"  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed. 

In  Une  28,  after  "1872,"  to  add,  "in  con- 
sidering  such  resolution  of  a  school  board,  and 
before  confirming  the  same,  and  in  sanctioning 
the  subjects  to  be  taught  in  the  proposed  tech- 
nical school,  the  said  Department  shall  hear  all 
parties  interested  who  may  claim  to  be  heard, 
and  shall  take  into  account  all  technical  schools, 
whether  public  or  not,  and  whether  or  not 
situated  in  the  school  board  district,  which  in 
their  opinion  gives,  or  will  when  completed 
give  in  whole  or  in  part,  efficient  technical 
instruction  for  the  residento  in  each  school  dis- 
tflct."— (ifr.  Caldwell,) 

Question  proposed,  ''That those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  HUNTER :  I  object  altogether 
to  thus  limiting  the  operation  of  the 
Bill,  and  limiting  the  powers  of  the 
School  Board.  I  am  of  opinion  that  the 
School  Board  is  a  very  much  better 
judge  on  questions  of  this  kind  than  the 
Education  Department.  The  Amend- 
ment is  altogether  in  a  retrograde  direc- 
tion. I  should  like  the  School  Board  to 
have  as  little  to  do  with  the  Scotch  Edu- 
cation Department  as  possible.  Schools 
and  Education  were  never  8o  flourishing 
as  when  they  were  left  to  Local  Auiho- 
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rities  before  the  Education  Department 
existed.  The  effect  of  the  action  of 
tho  Education  Department  has  been  in- 
jurious to  education,  and  I  cannot  sup- 
port anything  that  tends  to  take  awaj 
the  discretion  of  the  Local  Authorities, 
who  know  best  what  is  wanted  in  the 
locality,  and  give  control  to  the  officials 
in  London,  who  know  nothing  of  what 
is  wanted. 

Mb.  CALDWELL:  The  Committee 
have  accepted  the  principle  that  the 
sanction  of  the  Department  shall  be 
given  before  the  resolution  is  carried 
into  effect.  L^'No,  no!'*]  Yes;  it  is 
already  provided  that  a  school  board 
shall  not  carry  into  effect  any  resolution 
for  the  establishment  of  a  technical 
school  unless  it  has  been  confirmed  by 
the  Scotch  Education  Department. 

Mr.   E.   EOBERTSON:  It  has  not 
come  to  that  yet.     I  have  an  Amend 
ment. 

Mn.  CALDWELL:  Yes;  that  is 
passed. 

The  CHAIRMAN:  Unfortunately, 
the  Amendment  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  Dundee  is  misplaced  on  the 
Taper.  We  have  agreed  to  strike  out 
from  the  word  "  order  "  to  the  end  of 
the  sub- section.  Of  course,  the  Amend- 
ment of  which  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  has  given  Notice,  to  omit  the 
clause  altogether,  still  stands. 

Mr.  E.  ROBERTSON:  Am  I  to 
understand  that  the  sub-section  is 
passed  ? 

The  chairman  :  Yes ;  that  is  so. 
The  Amendment  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  does  not  occupy  its  proper  place 
on  the  Paper.  We  have  struck  out  the 
words  at  the  end  of  Sub-section  2,  so  we 
cannot  go  back  again  to  the  beginning 
of  that  sub -section. 

Mr.  CALDWELL :  Referring  to  the 
Education  (Scotland)  Act  of  1872,  it 
will  be  found  that  a  provision  there 
prescribes  that  no  school  shall  be  erected 
without  the  consent  of  the  Department, 
and  this  clause  is  identically  the  same. 
It  is  the  natural  result  of  what  we  have 
already  done.  It  will  never  do  to  give 
a  school  board  power,  without  the  con- 
sent of  the  Educational  Department,  to 
establish  any  kind  of  technical  school 
for  any  kind  of  object  they  may  think 
fit.  If  you  give  them  that  unlimited 
power,  it  must  interfere  with  existing 
technical  schools  that  are  doing  efficient 


work,  and  you  might  have  two  sets  of 
technical  schools;  the  one  established 
by  a  school  board,  and  having  the  sup- 
port of  local  rates  and  Imperial  taxation, 
cutting  down  the  other  school  vvhich  was 
doing  its  work  in  a  thoroughly  efficient 
manner,  on  its  own  resources.  It  is,  in 
my  opinion,  necessary  to  protect  existing 
technical  schools,  and  there  is  nothing 
novel  in  this  proposal ;  it  is  transposed 
merely  from  the  Act  of  1872,  and  pro- 
vides that  the  Department  shall  hear  all 
parties.  Nobody,  I  should  have  thought, 
would  have  objected  to  that. 

Mr.  E.  ROBERTSON :  Has  the  Lord 
Advocate,  by  private  arrangement,  ac- 
cepted this  Amendment  before  it  came 
before  the  Committee  ? 

Mr.  J.  H.  A.  MACDONALD:  The 
hon.  Member  (Mr.  Caldwell)  consulted 
with  his  Friends  and  myself,  and  I 
agreed  to  accept  the  Amendment. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  (Edinburgh,  W.) : 
But  does  the  Lord  Advocate  think  the 
Amendment  is  at  all  expedient  or  neces- 
sary ? 

Mr.  J.  H  A.  MACDONALD :  I  should 
have  added  that  my  only  objection  to  it 
was  thatlthoughtit  was  unnecessary;  but 
I  see  no  harm  in  it,  and  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber seemed  to  think  it  was  desirable 
that  the  Department  should  have  its 
duty  indicated. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN:  It  may  entail 
considerable  hardship  on  a  locality.  I 
disagree  with  the  hon.  Member  for  the 
St.  RoUox  Division  (Mr.  Caldwell)  that 
school  boards  should  not  be  empowered, 
especially  large  Boards  like  those  of  Edin* 
burgh  and  Glasgow,  to  establish  tech- 
nical schools  for  any  object  so  long  as 
it  is  sanctioned  by  the  Department, 
whatever  instruction  may  be  given  in 
private  schools.  The  hon.  Member 
urged  his  Amendment  on  that  ground—- 
that  technical  schools  under  the  Act 
should  not  interfere  with  existing  private 
technical  schools  in  the  school  board 
district — and  that  is  ground  upon  which 
I  am  wholly  opposed  to  him.  I  do  think 
the  Department  should  consider  the 
representations  made  to  it ;  but  surely 
it  is  not  necessary  to  introduce  such 
elaborate  instructions  as  to  the  way  in 
which  the  Department  should  perform 
this  portion  of  its  duty.  I  think  we 
ought  to  minimize  the  action  and  con- 
trol of  the  Department  in  all  details  as 
much  as  possible. 
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Mr.  MARJORIBANKS  (Berwick- 
shire) :  I  hope  my  hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Cald- 
well) will  consent  to  withdraw  the  Amend- 
ment. It  is  perfectly  evident  from  what 
we  have  heard  on  all  sides  that  the 
words  are  not  absolutely  necessary,  and 
if  my  hon.  Friend  wishes  to  get  on  with 
the  Bill  I  would  advise  him  to  make  this 
concession  to  the  opinion  of  the  Scotch 
Members.  He  will  see  that  the  opinion 
of  his  Scotch  Colleagues  is  against  the 
introduction  of  this  extra  clause. 

Mr.  CALDWELL:  I  would  adopt 
the  advice  did  I  not  think  the  Amend- 
ment is  essential.  I  repeat  there  is 
nothing  new  about  it ;  it  is  simply  the 
transfer  of  a  clause  that  already  exists  in 
the  Elementary  Education  Act.  All  it 
does  simply  amounts  to  this — that  the 
Education  Department  shall  have  abso- 
lute power  to  sanction  a  scheme  or  not ; 
and  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  only 
way  to  come  to  a  fair  decision  on  the 
proposal  is  to  give  the  opportunity  for 
the  hearing  of  all  parties.  Surely  this 
is  reasonable  ? 

Sir  WILLIAM  HART  DYKE :  It 
may  be  a  moot  point  whether  the 
Amendment  is  necessary  or  not ;  but  I 
may  point  out  that  the  clause  would 
impose  no  restraint  upon  the  school 
board,  which  would  have  absolute 
freedom  of  action  under  the  Bill. 

Mr.  E.  ROBERTSON  :  This  Amend- 
ment affords  an  extraordinary  example 
of  the  extreme  inconvenience  of  at- 
tempting to  proceed  with  the  Bill  at 
this  hour,  because  it  relates  to  Scotland. 
The  Lord  Advocate  is  obliged  to  get  up, 
and  confess  that  he  agreed  to  accept  the 
Amendment,  though  he  considered  it 
uunecessary,  and  the  only  excuse  he 
can  give  takes  the  form  of  a  ponderous 
joke,  that  if  the  Department  does  not 
know  its  duty,  it  is  well  to  have  that 
duty  defined.  I  think  the  Committee 
will  see  that  all  this  private  arrangement, 
this  lobbying,  and  caucussing  in  which 
this  measure  was  born,  has  lead  to  an 
extremely  inconvenient  result.  I  think 
the  Lord  Advocate  ought  to  resign  the 
conduct  of  the  Bill  to  my  hon.  Friend 
the  Member  for  the  St.  RoUox  Division 
(Mr.  Caldwell).  We  have  already  un- 
knowingly accepted  an  Amendment  of 
which  I  know  Scotch  Members  dis- 
approve almost  unanimously. 

Mr.  mason  (Lanark,  Mid) :  I  would 
recommend  my  hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Cald- 
well) to  withdraw  his  Amendment.    It 


mav  lead  to  inconvenienoe,  and  I  think 
it  is  mere  surplusage.  Let  us  drop  the 
point,  and  get  on  with  the  Bill. 

Mr.  J.  H.  A.  MAOpONALD :  After 
the  expression  of  opinion  we  have  had, 
I  think  the  hon.  Member  might  with- 
draw the  Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  E.  ROBERTSON  (Dundee) :  I 
have  now  to  move  the  omission  of  the 
clause,  and  the  reasons  for  my  doing  so 
will  appear,  I  think,  from  the  discussion 
that  has  already  taken  place.  The  feel- 
ing of  Scotch  Members  is  entirely 
against  this  centralized  control  set  up 
by  the  clause.  We  have  no  confidence 
in  the  authority  to  which  the  G-overn- 
ment  propose  to  entrust  the  control  of 
this  system  of  technical  instruction; 
they  propose  to  give  to  the  clerks  at 
Dover  House  a  power  they  will  not  trust 
with  the  people  of  the  locality  whose 
interests  are  directly  concerned.  I  shall 
take  the  opinion  of  the  Committee  on 
the  clause. 

Amendment  proposed,  to  leave  out 
Clause  4. — {Mr.  JS.  Robertson.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  Clause  4, 
as  amended,  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

Mr.  mason  :  I  would  suggest  that 
we  should  leave  the  clause  as  it  stands, 
and  deal  with  tbe  conditions  of  the  con- 
trol of  the  Department  by  Amendments 
to  Clause  5. 

Mr.  J.  H.  A.  MACDONALD:  May 
I  be  allowed  to  remind  hon.  Members 
that  this  is  not  an  opportunity  for  re- 
forming the  Central  Authority  that 
regulates  Scotch  educational  matters.  If 
that  Department  stands  in  need  of 
reform,  then  let  it  be  altered ;  but,  so 
long  as  it  continues  to  be  the  authority, 
its  functions  must  be  exercised  under 
this  Bill. 

Mr.  HUNTER:  That  is  an  extra* 
ordinary  doctrine  to  apply  to  the  present 
occasion.  The  Bill  proposes  to  g^ve  an 
entirely  new  power  to  this  Scotch  Au- 
thority. As  to  the  powers  it  exeroises 
under  the  Elementary  Education  Act, 
that  is  not  before  us  here,  we  are  asked 
to  confer  a  new  power,  and  we  ^ire  en- 
titled to  ask  why  it  is.  It  is  prepos- 
terous to  deny  that  power  to  suon  Local 
Authorities  as  those  of  Glasgow,  Edin- 
burgh, or  Aberdeen,  in  local  matters 
which  you  propose  to  give  to  a  few  gen^* 
tlemen  at  Dover  House.    I  remember 
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when  the  subject  was  under  discussion 
we  were  told  that  the  staff  at  Dover 
Ilouse  was  necessarily  very  small,  and 
it  is  not  to  bo  compared  with  the  boards 
in  the  towns  I  have  mentioned. 

Mr.  J.  A.  CAMPBELL(Glasgow  and 
Aberdeen  Universities) :  There  may  be 
faults  in  the  Department ;  but  we  must 
remember  that  it  is  the  Scotch  Educa- 
tional Authority,  and  the  medium  by 
which  Government  grants  are  obtained. 
I  think  the  school  boards  themselves 
will  admit  the  desirableness  of  retaining 
the  clause. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  :  I  hope  my  hon. 
and  learned  Friend  (Mr.  E.  Robertson) 
will  not  divide  on  this  question.  If  he 
wishes  to  raise  the  point,  I  think  he 
could  do  so  more  substantially  in  re- 
ference to  the  next  clause,  not  this  in 
regard  to  which  I  am  afraid  many  of  us 
cannot  support  him. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided: — Ayes  81 ; 
Noes  31:  Majority  50. — (Div.  List, 
No.  433.)  [3.20  a.m.] 

Clause  5  (Conditions  under  which 
schools  are  to  be  conducted). 

Amendment  proposed, 

In  line  1,  to  leave  out  the  word  "  shall,**  and 
insert  "if  it  claim  a  grant  from  the  Depart- 
ment of  Science  and  Art,  shall,  with  respect  to 
any  subject  for  which  such  grant  is  claimed.** 
— {The  Lord  Advocate.) 

Question  proposed,  '*That  the  word 
'  shall '  stand  part  of  the  Clause." 

Mr.  hunter  :  I  now  beg  to  move 
that  Progress  be  reported,  and,  after  a 
reference  to  the  hour,  I  think  it  is  un- 
necessary to  add  any  argument  in  sup- 
port of  the  Motion. 

Motion  made,  and  Queetion  proposed, 
'*  That  the  Chairman  do  report  Progress, 
and  ask  leave  to  sit  again.*' — {Mr. 
Hunter,) 

Me.  J.  H.  A.  MACDONALD :  I  think 
we  might  take  the  clause  first ;  it  in- 
volves no  disputed  point. 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 
Original  Question  put,  and  negatived, 

Qud^stion,  ^^That  the  words  proposed 
be  there  inserted,"  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  (Edinburgh,  W.): 
On  behalf  of  my  hon.  Friend  the  Mem- 
ber for  Falkirk  (Mr.  Sinclair),  I  beg  to 
move  the  Amendment  that  stands  in  bis 


name.  All  parties,  I  think,  will  bo 
in  favour  of  omitting  these  words. 
[**No!"J  My  hon.  Friend  thinks  not,  but 
they  are  provided  for  by  another  Amend- 
ment, and  it  seems  to  me  a  vital  point. 
There  may  be  in  existence  minutes  that 
would  afPect  the  working  and  operation 
of  the  Bill,  and  they  ought  to  be  in 
some  form  for  us  to  take  cognizance  of. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  2,  Sub- 
section 3,  lines  11  and  12,  to  leave  out 
the  words  '*  not  in  force  at  the  passing  of 
this  Act." — {Mr.  Buchanan.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Clause." 

Mr.  E.  ROBERTSON:  I  wish  to 
point  out  that  the  Committee  has  been 
misled.  I  have  been  completely  by 
the  remark  of  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Lord  Advocate,  a  few  minutes  ago,  in 
asking  my  hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Hunter)  to 
withdraw  his  Motion.  The  right  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  said  there  was 
no  disputed  point  in  the  clause ;  but  I 
find 

Thb  CHAIRMAN  :  If  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  does  not  propose  to 
move  his  Amendment  standing  before 
this  one,  then  I  must  put  this  Amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  E.  ROBERTSON :  I  am  going, 
Sir,  to  ask  a  question  upon  this  Amend- 
ment. I  was  misled  by  what  the  Lord 
Advocate  said,  and  I  did  not  take  the 
trouble  to  look  at  the  Amendments.  But 
I  find  there  is  an  important  Amendment 
of  my  own  to  leave  out  Sub-section  2. 

S Laughter.']  I  say,  frankly,  I  took  the 
jord  Advocate's  statement  to  be  literally 
true,  and  was  not  paying  attention  to 
what  was  going  on.  [An  hon.  Mem- 
ber :  Raise  it  on  Report.]  It  is  Bug« 
gested  to  me  that  I  should  raise  the 
question  on  Report ;  but  I  have  had  an 
experience  of  raising  questions  on  Re- 
port, and  it  does  not  encourage  me  to 
give  away  my  chance  of  raising  them 
in  Committee.  No  ;  once  bit,  twice  shy. 
My  Amendment  is  to  leave  out  Sub- 
section 2,  and  the  question  I  ask  is — are 
schools  to  be  admitted  to  have  a  Techni- 
cal Department,  if  the  managers  think 
fit,  or  are  the  managers  to  come  up  to 
Dover  House  to  effect  their  purpose« 
That  is  the  real  point.  A  grant  is  not 
made  unless  the  school  obtains  a  certifi- 
cate from  the  Scotch  Education  Depart- 
ment. 
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Mr.  J.  H.  A.  MACDONALD :  Will 
the  hon.  and  learned  Member  allow  me 
to  explain  that  this  is  simply  the  certifi- 
cate which  has  to  be  obtained  now  from 
the  Scotch  Education  Department  with 
respect  to  elementary  education. 

Amendment  {Mr,  E,  RoherUon)^  by 
leave,  iDtthdrawn, 

Mr.  hunter  :  Before  we  pass  from 
this,  I  should  like  to  observe  that  the 
certificate  which  has  to  be  obtained  is 
to  the  effect  that  the  examination  has 
been  passed  which  is  described  in  the 
V.  Standard. 

Amendment  (J/r.  Buchanan)  again 
proposed. 

Mr.  J.  H.  A.  MACDONALD :  It 
would  be  a  great  pity  to  strike  out  these 
word^,  for  it  would  bring  about  this  re- 
sult—that the  present  directorate  of  the 
Science  and  Art  Department  would  have 
to  lay  on  the  Table  of  the  House  all 
their  rules  already  in  force.  As  regards 
future  Minutes,  they  ought  to  be  laid  on 
the  Table. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  (Edinburg-h,  W.) : 
In  the  absence  of  my  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  Falkirk  the  Amendment 
will  not  be  pressed. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Committee  report  Progress  ;  to  sit 
again  To-morrou). 

TRAMWAYS  (WAR  DEPARTMENT) 

BILL.— [Bill  246.] 
( Mr.  Northeote^  Mr,  Edward  Stanhope^  Mr. 

Brodrick. ) 
COMMITTEE.        [aDJOUKNED  DEBATE.] 

Order  read,  for  resuming  Adjourned 
Debate  on  Question  [3rd  August],  **  That 
Mr.  Speaker  do  now  leave  the  Chair.'* 

Question  again  proposed. 

Debate  resumed. 

Dr.  tanner  (Cork  Co.,  Mid) :  I 
sincerely  hope  that  this  Bill  will  not  be 
pressed.  The  Government  have  got  a 
great  number  of  measures  through  this 
evening,  and  having  now  arrived  at  an 
a  Ivanced  hour  of  the  night,  it  would  be 
a  great  deal  better  for  us  to  go  home  to 
our  well-earned  repose  instead  of  staying 
here  to  debate  this  measure,  with  the 
provisions  of  which  we  cannot  possibly 
bo  acquainted.  If  this  Bill  is  going  to 
bo  taken,  I,  for  one,  shall  criticize  it  as 
thoroughly  as  I  can. 


Mr.  M.  J.  KENNY  (Tyrone,  Mid) : 
With  regard  to  this  question,  I  do  not 
intend  to  offer  any  particular  opposition ; 
but  I  must  say  we  have  had  no  explana  - 
tion  of  the  provisions  of  the  Bill.  It  is  a 
measure  of  which  one  hon.  Member  has 
charge  one  day  and  another  hon.  Mem- 
ber the  next,  and  the  Government  do 
not  seem  to  know  exactly  their  own 
minds  with  regard  to  it,  for  I  see  the  Se- 
cretary for  War  has  an  Amendment  on 
the  Paper  to  it;  After  considering  tlie 
hours  of  labour  the  House  has  already 
sustained  to-night,  I  think  this  is  emi- 
nently an  occasion  on  which  we  should 
adjourn.  I  will,  therefore,  move  *'That 
this  Debate  be  now  adjourned." 

Mb.  SPEAKER:  Does  any  hon. 
Member  second  that  ? 

Mb.  CONYBEARE  (Cornwall,  Cam- 
borne) :  I  will  second  that. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
''That  the  Debate  be  now  adjourned." 
— {Mr,  M,  J.  Kenny,) 

The  surveyor  GENERAL  of 
ORDNANCE  (Mr.  NoiiTHOoTE)(Exeter): 
The  Bill  is  purely  a  Departmental  one, 
having  no  political  character  at  all.  It 
was  drafted  originally  by  the  late  Ad- 
ministration in  1885,  and  it  was  intro- 
duced, but  it  could  not  be  carried  through 
in  consequence  of  the  change  of  Ad- 
ministration. It  was  introduced  because 
in  that  year  a  carriage  accident  occurred 
and  an  action  for  damages  was  brought 
against  the  War  Department,  which  had 
no  power  to  resist,  because  it  had  no 
right  to  construct  tramways.  A  heavy 
charge  was  consequently  thrown  on  the 
taxpayers  of  the  country,  and  hence  this 
purely  Departmental  Bill  has  been  in- 
troduced, so  that  in  the  event  of  another 
accident  of  the  kind  occurring  the  War 
Department  will  be  in  a  position  to 
resist  a  similar  claim.  I  hope  that, 
under  those  circumstances,  hon.  Mem- 
bers will  allow  you,  Sir,  to  leave  the 
Chair. 

Mr.  CONYBEARE:  Whenever  we 
object 

Mr.  SPEAKER :  Order,  order !  The 
hon.  Member  is  out  of  order  in  speaking 
again. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided : — Ayes  20 ;  Noes 
63 :  Majority  43.— (Div.  List,  No.  484.) 

[8.40  A.if.] 
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Original  Question  again  proposod. 

Mr.  DILLWYN  (Swansea,  Town): 
It  is  now  a  quarter  to  four,  and  this  is 
not  legislation  such  as  we  ought  to  pro- 
ceed with  at  this  hour  of  the  morning. 
We  have  been  pretty  hard  at  work  for 
a  long  time,  and  it  is  singularly  out  of 
place  for  the  present  Government  to 
propose  going  on  at  this  time,  when  one 
of  the  Rules  which  they  themselves  pro- 
posed was  that  the  debate  should  close 
at  12.  I  think  it  is  time  to  put  a  stop 
to  these  proceedings,  and,  as  I  am  im- 
formed,  the  Bill  under  consideration  is 
likely  to  be  discussed  at  some  length,  I 
will  move  that  the  House  do  now  ad- 
journ. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
**That  this  House  do  now  adjourn." — 
{Mr.  jDilltoyn,) 

The  secretary  to  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  Jackson)  (Leeds,  N.) :  I 
am  sorry  the  hon.  Member  thought  it 
necessary  to  interpose  at  this  stage.  As 
has  been  explained,  our  only  object  is 
to  get  the  Speaker  out  of  the  Chair,  and 
the  hon.  Member  will  surely  admit  that 
that  will  not  occupy  many  minutes  ;  but 
at  this  hour  in  the  morning  we  will  not 
enter  into  a  contest  on  such  a  question 
as  this.  We  will  agree  to  the  debate 
being  adjourned. 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 
Debate  adjourned  till  To-morrow. 

LICENSED  PREMISES  (EARLIER 
CLOSING)  (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

consideration  of  loeds'  amendment. 

[adjourned  debate.] 

Order  read,  for  resuming  Adjourned 
Debate  on  Question  [23rd  August], 

"  That  this  House  doth  agree  with  the  Lords 
in  the  Amendment  in  page  3,  line  8,  to  leave 
out  '  ten  of  the  clock  at  night  of  any  day,'  and 
insert  *  such  hour  at  night  of  any  day,  not 
earlier  than  ten  and  not  later  than  eleven,  as 
the  licensing  authority  may  direct.*  " 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

An  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed, 

In  page  3,  line  28,  at  end  of  Clause  9,  add 
**  shall  not  apply  to  any  burgh,  town,  or  popu- 
lous place  containing  fifty  thousand  inhabitants 
and  upwards,*' 

— the  next  Amendment,  read  a  second 
time. 


Motion  made,  and  Question  put,  ''  That 
this  House  doth  disagree  with  the  Lords 
in  the  said  Amendment.'* — (Mr.  Mason.) 

The  House  divided: — Ayes  27;  Noes 
43 :  Majority  16.— (Div.  List,  No.  435.) 

[3.55  A.M.] 

Subsequent  Amendment  agreed  to. 

House  adjourned  at  Four  o'clock 

in  the  morning. 


HOUSE    OF    LORDS, 
Tuesday,  SOth  August,  1887. 


MINUTES.]— Public  BihLS—Seeond  Reading^ 
Metropolitan  Police  •  (242)  ;  Women's  Suf- 
frage (5),  negatived. 

Committee  —  Report  —  Conveyancing  (Scotland) 
Acts  Amendment*  (233);  Savings  Banks 
and  Government  Annuities*  (243);  Sheriff 
of  Lanarkshire  *  (244). 

Third  Reading —^i2Lrni2j\QB  Act  (1869)  Amend- 
ment *  (228.249) ;  Trustee  Savings  Banks  * 
(245-250)  ;  PubUc  Libraries  (Scotland)  Acts 
Amendment  *  (238),  and  paned. 

WOMEN'S   SUFFRAGE  BILL.— (No.   236.J 
{The  Lord  Denman.) 

SECOND   BBADINQ. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second  Head- 
ing, read. 

Lord  DENMAN  said,  he  had  to 
apologize  to  their  Lordships  for  having 
brought  in  a  second  Bill  on  the  same 
subject.  He  did  so  in  order  to  rectify 
an  omission  in  Bill  No.  1  affecting  the 
scope  of  the  measure,  and  the  opposition 
of  the  Prime  Minister  probably  arose 
from  the  fact  of  there  being  another  Bill 
on  the  same  subject  in  the  same  Session 
before  their  Lordships'  House.  He 
begged  to  move  that  the  Bill  be  now 
read  a  second  time. 

Moved,  ''That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2*." 
— (  The  Lord  Denman. ) 

The  secretary  for  SCOTLAND 
(The  Marquess  of  Lothian)  said,  that 
the  course  taken  by  the  noble  Lord  in 
bringing  forward  the  same  Bill  after  it 
had  been  rejected  in  the  earlier  part  of 
the  Session  was  of  very  great  impor- 
tance on  account  of  the  question  of  pro- 
cedure involved,  and  propably  the  most 
convenient  course  to  take  on  behalf  of 
the  Government  would  be  that  he  should 
move  the  Previous  Question.    The  BUI 
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"was  introduced  on  the  3l6t  of  January 
last,  on  which  occasion,  on  the  Motion 
of  the  Prime  Minister,  its  consideration 
was  postponed  till  that'  day  six  months. 
As  the  noble  Lord  stated  in  his  remarks 
on  Friday  night,  the  result  of  that  was 
that  the  Order  for  the  second  reading 
should  have  been  put  down  for  the  31st 
of  July,  which  fell  on  a  Sunday,  and  on 
that  account  he  was  debarred  from  pro- 
ceeding on  that  day.  That  raised  the 
question  whether,  when  a  Motion  was 
carried  that  a  certain  fiill  be  read  a 
second  time  this  day  six  mouths,  the 
calendar  or  lunar  month  was  meant. 
There  was  no  precedent  for  a  decision 
on  that  point  in  the  records  of  their 
Lordships'  House,  but  in  the  other 
House  of  Parliament  there  was  an  occa- 
sion when  the  question  did  arise.  On 
the  Bill  relating  to  the  Parliamentary 
Pranchise  a  Motion  was  carried  that  the 
Bill  be  read  a  second  time  that  day  three 
months,  and  on  that  day  three  months, 
not  three  calendar  months,  hut  three 
lunar  months.  The  Bill  was  put  down 
on  the  Orders  of  the  Day.  Therefore, 
the  precedent  was  in  favour  of  lunar 
months  rather  than  calendar  months. 
There  was  another  question  deserving 
of  consideration  —  namely,  whether, 
when  a  Bill  set  down  for  second  reading 
was  postponed  for  a  certain  number  of 
months,  it  was  not  the  intention  of  the 
House,  as  it  was  certainly  the  under- 
standing, that  the  Bill  should  not  be 
pressed  again  during  the  same  Session. 
The  present  was  not  a  proper  occasion 
for  setting  up  such  a  precedent,  and 
with  a  view  to  giving  time  for  further 
consideration  of  these  questions  of  pro- 
cedure he  begged  to  move  the  Previous 
Question. 

A  Question  being  stated  thereupon, 
the  Question  was  put,  Whether  the  said 
Question  shall  be  now  put  ?  Resolved  in 
the  negative. 

The  OHAIEMAN  of  COMMITTEES 
(The  Duke  of  Buckingham  andCH^VNDos^ 
observed,  that  the  Previous  Question 
having  been  carried,  it  appeared  to  him 
that  this  left  the  Bill  in  the  same  position 
— that  was  to  say,  it  would  still  remain 
among  the  Bills  in  progress. 

The  lord  OHANCELLOR  (Lord 
Halsbury)  :  Quite  true. 

The  Duke  of  BUCKINGHAM  and 
CHANDOS  said,  it  seemed  almost  desir- 
able that  their  Lordships  should  go  one 

The  Marquess  of  Lothian 


step  further.  The  House  having  on  Janu- 
ary 31  decided  in  the  case  of  this  particu- 
lar Bill  that  it  should  be  read  on  that  day 
six  months,  which  was,  according  to  all 
Parliamentary  rule,  accepted  as  the  form 
of  rejection  of  the  Bill,  and  the  Bill 
having  again  been  brought  forward  by 
the  promoter  some  months  afterwards, 
another  question  was  raised — namely, 
when  the  House  itself  had,  by  hostile 
Motion,  postponed  the  Bill  to  a  fixed  date 
six  months  afterwards,  whether  it  was 
competent — he  had  great  doubts  about 
it — for  the  promoter  of  the  Bill  of  his 
own  accord  to  take  that  Bill  into  his  own 
hands  and  put  it  down.  He  thought  the 
proper  course  would  have  been  to  give 
Notice  of  a  Resolution  to  the  House  that 
the  Bill  should  be  again  placed  on  the 
Orders.  But  as  it  had  now  been  moved 
and  the  Previous  Question  carried,  and 
the  question  decided  that  the  Question 
be  not  now  put,  he  would  suggest  that 
it  would  not  be  going  too  far  if  it  was 
now  resolved  that  the  Bill  be  removed 
from  the  list  of  Bills  in  progress. 

Lord  DENMAN  said,  he  claimed  a 
title  to  address  their  Lordships  on  this 
question.  His  only  object  in  bringing 
this  Bill  forward  was  to  save  their 
Lordships'  time  and  the  time  of  the 
country,  and  to  do  justice  to  a  number 
of  Petitioners  who  wished  to  have  the 
right  of  voting  on  account  of  their  paying 
rates  and  taxes,  and  he  thought  the 
course  proposed  by  the  Ohairman  of 
Committees  would  be  an  extremely  harsh 
proceeding.  At  the  same  time  he  felt 
that  the  question  was  advanced  by  every 
discussion — if  the  Bill  had  succeeded  it 
would  have  taken  some  time  to  put  thesd 
women  on  the  register — and  he  left  the 
responsibility  of  wasting  the  time  of  the 
country  on  those  who  delayed  the  Bill 
by  special  pleading  of  a  most  insignifi- 
cant character. 

Lord  HALSBURY  said,  their  Lord- 
ships were  the  guardians  of  the  Order  of 
the  House,  but  at  the  same  time  he 
doubted  whether  the  noble  Duke  would 
be  in  Order  in  making  such  a  Motion 
without  previous  Notice.  He  sympa- 
thized with  the  object  of  the  noble  Duko, 
because  if  the  course  taken  by  the  noble 
Lord  could  not  be  pursued,  he  was  not 
aware  of  any  mode  by  which  a  Bill  could 
be  killed  except  by  the  expiration  of  the 
Session.  It  certainly  haa  been  under- 
stood that  the  Motion  to  read  a  Bill 
*^this  day  six    months"    was  oply  a 
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courteous  mode  of  saying  that  the  Bill 
was  rejected  and  not  merely  postponed 
for  a  time,  although,  in  the  face  of  such 
authority  as  he  knew  there  was  to  the 
contrary,  he  would  not  profess  to  give  a 
dogmatic  opinion  on  the  subject.  The 
No.  2  Bill  had  been  clearly  presented 
against  the  Standing  Order  of  the  House. 
Months  in  Parliamentary  Law  was  the 
same  as  in  other  cases,  lunar  months, 
and  the  six  months  had  expired  some 
time.  All  he  would  say  was  that 
nothing  could  be  more  inconvenient  than 
that  the  same  question  should  be  raised 
again  and  again  in  the  same  Session  in  the 
House,  and  under  the  present  Eule  there 
was  no  mode  of  preventing  that  being 
done.  When  a  Bill  was  ordered  to  bo 
read  on  that  day  six  months — that  was 
to  say,  should  be  on  the  Order  for  second 
reading — and  a  noble  Lord  not  having 
moved  it  that  day  six  months,  it  struck 
him  that  it  became  a  kind  of  dropped 
Order  and  could  only  be  revived  by 
specific  Motion.  He  was  not  prepared, 
however,  to  defend  this  part  of  the  Law 
of  Parliament  at  present ;  but  he  thought 
the  question  should  be  settled  before  any 
authority  was  given  to  the  precedent 
which  the  noble  Lord  proposed  to 
initiate.  He  would  suggest  that  the 
noble  Duke  should  give  Notice  of  his 
Motion. 

The  Duke  of  BUOKINGHAM  and 
OHANDOS  said,  he  would  accept  the 
suggestion  of  the  noble  and  learned 
Lord,  and  give  Notice  that  on  the  next 
day  the  House  met  he  would  move  that 
the  Women's  SuflFrage  Bill  be  removed 
from  the  list  of  Bills  in  progress. 

Lord  DENMAN  said,  that  he  would 
be  most  happy  to  move  that  the  Order 
for  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill  be 
discharged.  He  had,  he  said,  reason  to 
think  that  the  noble  Marquess  the  Prime 
Minister  was  with  him,  so  far  as  the 
Bills  went,  when  he  did  not  prevent 
him  (bringing  forward  the  Bill,  and 
he  believed  no  time  would  be  lost  by 
discharging  the  Order.  Other  noble 
Lords  like  Lord  Carnarvon  and  Lord 
Napier  of  Magdala  were  in  favour  of  the 
Bill,  and  he  had  no  fear  but  that  their 
moral  weight  would  carry  it  before  next 
General  Election.  He  was  quite  prepared 
to  move  that  the  Order  for  the  Second 
Beading  bo  discharged. 

LoKD  HALSBUEY  said,  that  it  was 
not  competent  for  the  noble  Lord  to 
mov8  that  Motion  now. 
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REFORMATORY  AND  IXDUSTRIAL 
SCHOOLS— LEGISLATION. 

QUESTION. 

V1S0OU.NT  BAURINQTON  (for  Lord 
Norton)  asked  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment, Whether  thej  have  prepared  a 
Bill  on  the  Eeport  of  the  Reformatory 
and  Industrial  Schools  Commission  of 
1882-3  ;  and  whether  any  such  draft 
was  in  the  way  of  consolidation  of  all 
existing  Acts  on  the  subject,  or  only  in 
amendment  of  them ;  and  whether,  if  the 
introduction  of  such  a  Bill  has  been 
prevented  by  other  Business  this  Session, 
they  will  introduce  it  at  the  earliest 
possible  period  of  the  next  Session  ? 

Earl  BROWNLOW  was  understood 
to  say  that  such  a  Bill  had  been  pre- 
pared and  would  have  been  introduced 
but  for  the  pressure  of  Public  Business. 
It  was  partly  a  consolidation  Bill  and 
partly  an  amending  Bill.  He  did  not, 
however,  think  it  desirable  to  discuss 
that  Bill  further  now.  It  had  only  just 
been  drafted  ;  but  the  Home  Secretary 
would  be  very  glad  between  this  time 
and  the  next  Session  to  give  his  best 
consideration  to  any  suggestions  from 
anyone  who  was  interested  in  the  matter. 

House  adjourned  at  Five  o'clock,  to 
Tuesday  next,  a  quarter- 
past  Four  o'clock. 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS, 
Tuesday^  30th  Augu8t,  1887. 
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MINUTESJ— Supply— tfo»w/</tfr<?rf  in  Committee 
— CrviL  Service  Estimates  ;    Class  II.  — 
Salaries  and  Expenses  of  Civil  Depart- 
ments, Vote  35 
Resolution  [August  29]  reported. 

Public  Bills  —  Committee  —  Report  —  Charity 
Commissioners  (Officers)  [362];  Tramways 
(War  Department)  [246J. 

Q  UJSSTI0N8. 
0 

NATIONAL  EDUCATION  (IRELAND) - 
MULRANNY  (CO.  MAYO)  NATIONAL 
SCHOOL. 

Mb.  DEASY  (Mayo,  W.)  asked  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland,  Whether  a  portion  of  the 
grounds  vested  in  the  National  Board 
of  Education  at  Mulrannji  Oounty  Mayo, 


has  been  let  by  Mr.  Stoney,  J. P.,  ma-  i 
DBger  of  the  Mulranny  National  School, 
to  certaia  of  hia  teoanta ;  vhether  Mr. 
Stoney  has  built  a  house  on  the  Bohool 
grounds  ;  and,  if  be  could  state  who  re- 
oeiTes  the  rent  paid  by  the  tenants  re- 
ferred to  ? 

Tub  parliamentary  UNDER 
SEOEETARY  (Colonel  Kino-Habmah) 
(Kent,  Isle  of  Thanet)  (who  replied) 
said,  the  Commissioner  of  National 
Education  informed  him  that  they  were 
not  aware  of  there  being  any  grounds 
for  the  allegation  contained  in  the 
Question.  If  the  hon.  Gentleman  had 
any  information  on  the  Bubject  and 
would  furnish  bim  with  the  same,  he 
would  cause  inquiries  to  be  made. 

WAR    OFFICE  — THE    MOBILIZATION 

SCHEME  —  ALLOCATION      OB'     THE 

ARTILLERY  CORPS. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  (St.  Pancrae,  E.) 
asked  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War, 
Whether  it  is  proposed  in  the  mobiliza- 
tion  scheme  to  allocate  the  Regular, 
Militia,  and  Volunteer  Oarrieon  Artil- 
lery to  the  various  fortified  works  in  the 
country;  and,  if  such  is  the  case,  if 
there  is  any  intention  of  occaaionally 
exercising  these  troops,  or  any  portion 
of  them,  in  the  forts  or  other  works  it 
would  be  their  duty  to  defend  ? 

The  secretary  of  STATE  (Mi 
E.  Stahhope)  (Lincolnshire,  Horncaatle' 
Yes,  Sir;  it  is  proposed  to  allooate  the 
Regular,  Militia,  and  Volunteer  Artil- 
lery to  the  various  fortified  works 
Something  is  already  done  in  the  direc 
tion  of  exercising  them  in  these  works, 
and  I  hope  to  be  able  to  do 
future. 

TRADE  AND  COMMERCE— THE  TREATY 
OF    COMMEKCE     WITH    SPAIN  — AN 
ARBITRATION  CLAUSE, 
Ma.      8AMUELS0N      (Gloucester, 
Forest  of  Dean)  asked  the  Under  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs,  Whe- 
ther his  attention  has  been  drawn  to  ati 
incident  in  the  Spanish  Senate,  on  the 
1st   of   June,    1887,    when   a    Member 
asked  the  Spanish  Minister  for  Foreign 
Affairs  why  the  Treaty  of  Commerco 
between   Spain  and   England    did    not 
contain  an  Arbitration  Clause  in  refer- 
ence to  the  "  subjects  "  of  that  Treaty, 
and  whether  a  provision  to  that  effect 
could    not    be    added;    to    which    the 
Minister  replied — 
Mr.  Deaty 
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"  That  ha  wtis  favonrsblo  to  the  npplioitioii 
oi  Tntemational  arbitratioD  to  Treaties  at  Com- 
merce, and  would  be  ijuite  willing  to  agre«  1«  | 
any  propasal  of  tlie  kwd ; " 
and,  whether  our  Government  will  in- 
utruct  our  Minister  at  Madrid  to  enter 
into  communication  with  the  Qovera- 
ment  of  Spain  in  refereace  to  th? 
matter  7 

The    UNDER     SECRETARY     of     j 
STATE  (Sir  James  FBaaussoN)  (Man- 
chester, N.E.):  Sir  0.  Ford  has  not  re- 
ported the  incident  referred  to. 

EGYPT  (FINANCE,  4c.)-TAXATI0N  OF 
F0BEIQNBB8. 
Ma.  WOOTTON  ISAACSON  (Towrt 
Hamlets,  Stepney)  asked  the  Under  Se- 
cretary of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs, 
WheUier  the  Government  intend  to  re- 
new their  proposals  concerning  the  taxa- 
tion of  foreigners  in  Egypt,  according  to 
the  plans  which  were  submitted  by  the 
Egyptian  Government  toalltheForeiga 
Powere,  and  which  propoaal  had  at  that 
time  received  the  favourable  notice  from 
the  then  Special  Commissioner  of  the 
English  Government  in  Egypt? 

Thh  UNDER  SECRETARY  op 
STATE  (Sir  Jaues  Fehhusbon)  (Man- 
chester, N.E):  The  policy  of  Her 
Majesty's  Government  is  to  procure  the 
extension  of  taxation  in  Egypt  to  foreign 
residents  equally  with  natives.  The 
realization  of  this  endeavour  is  at- 
tended with  delay ;  but  the  House  Tax 
has  now  been  applied  to  all  foreigners 
with  retrospective  effeot,  and  Her 
Majesty's  Government  will  do  aU  in  their 
power  to  procure  the  acceptance  of  the 
rest. 

THE  POLICE  (SCOTLAND)— ALLEGED 
EXCESS  OF  DUTY-  BLANTYRE. 

Mr.  mason  (Lanark,  Mid)  asked  the 
Lord  Advocate,  Whether  any  complaints 
have  reached  him  that  a  policeman 
entered  the  house  of  Henry  Banks, 
Blantyre,  on  the  evening  of  the  20th 
instant,  "stripped  the  bed  clothes  off 
Ilia  body,  andspoke  roughly  to  his  wife ;" 
and,  whether  complaints  have  not 
reach od  him  of  the  police  having 
recently  exceeded  their  duty. 

The  lord  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  J.  H.  A. 
Macdonau))  (Edinburgh  and  St.  An- 
drew's Universities):  On  the  night  of 
the  20th,  while  the  police  were  quelliug 
a  disturbance  in  Blantyre,  a  quantity  <u 
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filthy  water  was  thrown  upon  the  police 
from  a  house.  They  went  into  the  house 
to  endeavour  to  discover  who  had  done 
this.  The  man  Banks  was  in  bed,  with 
the  bed  clothes  round  his  head.  The 
police  drew  down  the  bed  clothes  from 
his  head  to  see  if  he  were  asleep,  and 
finding  he  was  really  asleep  they  left 
the  house.  Banks  was  not  awakened, 
and  his  wife  states  that  there  was  no 
incivility  or  roughness  on  the  part  of  the 
police.  One  complaint  has  reached  me 
— one  of  alleged  excess  by  the  police  in 
doing  their  duty  by  striking  a  man  on 
the  head  with  a  baton — but  the  doctor 
who  examined  the  man's  head  within 
two  days  could  find  no  trace  of  any 
injury.  1  may  add  that  very  violent 
usage  is  being  given  to  the  police  in 
Blantyre,  and  serious  injuries  being  in- 
flicted on  them ;  and  that  respectable 
citizens  bear  witness  to  the  patience  and 
forbearance  they  have  shown,  even  when 
seriously  assaulted.  The  senior  con- 
stable is  at  present  confined  to  bed,  and 
will  be  so  for  a  fortnight,  from  a  severe 
scalp  wound  inflicted  by  a  poker  or 
crowbar.  Just  before  leaving  my  Office 
for  the  House  I  received  another  com- 
plaint against  the  police,  and  have 
ordered  inquiry  to  be  made. 

POST    OFFICE    (IRELAND)  — TELE- 
GKAPHS-ARDMORE,  CO.  WATERFORD. 

Mr.  FLYNN  (Cork,  N.)  (for  Mr. 
Pyne)  (Waterford,  W.)  asked  the  Post- 
master General,  Whether  his  attention 
has  been  called  to  the  inconvenience 
arising  from  the  want  of  a  telegraph 
office  at  Ardmore,  County  Waterford, 
the  nearest  station,  Youghal,  being 
eight  miles  distant;  whether,  having 
regard  to  the  fact  that  the  telegraph  line 
from  Youghal  to  Dungarvan  runs  within 
three  miles  of  Ardmore,  arrangements 
could  be  made  to  establish  an  office  at 
the  latter  place ;  and,  whether  arrange- 
ments could  be  made  for  the  issue  of 
Post  Office  Orders  at  Ardmore  ? 

The  POSTMASTER  GENERAL  (Mr. 
Raikes)  (Cambridge  University),  in 
reply,  said,  no  application  had  reached 
him  for  the  establishment  of  a  public 
telegraph  office,  or  for  the  grant- 
ing of  facilities  for  the  transaction  of 
money  order  business  at  Ardmore.  If 
such  an  application  were  made  to  him 
in  writing  by  the  residents  of  that  place 
he  should  be  glad  to  give  it  every  atten- 
tion. 

VOL.  COCXX.   [third  series.] 


EVICTIONS    (IRELAND) -LORD    GRAN- 
ARD'S  ESTATE,  CO.  LONGFORD. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Longford,  N.) 
asked  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  Whether  Lord 
Granard  has  served,  as  alleged,  81  no- 
tices of  eviction  on  his  DrumHsh  (County 
Longford)  property  ;  how  many  evictions 
have  taken  place  on  this  estate  in  the 
last  six  years ;  is  it  true  that  those  who 
have  been  able  to  go  into  the  Land  Court 
since  November,  1886,  have  got  reduc- 
tions of  from  40  to  70  per  cent ;  and, 
how  many  Drumlish  tenants  have  re- 
ceived charitable  grants  to  prevent  star- 
vation since  1879? 

The  PARLIAMENTARY  UNDER 
SECRETARY  (Colonel  Kinq-Harman) 
(Kent,  Isle  of  Thanet)  (who  replied) 
said  :  Sixty-six  notices  of  eviction,  in- 
cluding seven  sub-tenants,  have  been 
served  on  the  Drumlish  property ;  99 
evictions,  including  21  sub-tenants,  have 
taken  place  on  this  estate  in  the  last  six 
years.  The  average  reduction  of  rent 
made  on  the  estate  by  the  Land  Com- 
missioners since  November  last  has  been 
50  per  cent.  So  far  as  the  police  can 
ascertain,  no  Drumlish  tenants  have  re- 
ceived charitable  grants  to  prevent  star- 
vation since  1879. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  asked  whether, 
under  the  new  Act,  it  would  be  possible 
to  proceed  with  these  evictions  except  in 
cases  of  eviction  on  title  and  of  evictions 
from  holdings,  the  rent  of  which  was 
over  £100  a-year?  He  also  wished  to 
know  whether  the  Government  had  re- 
ceived a  requistion  for  the  police  to  as- 
sist at  the  eviction  of  these  people,  some 
of  whose  rents  had  been  reduced  50  per 
cent  ? 

Colonel  KING-HARMAN  said,  he 
had  no  information  as  to  the  facts.  He 
believed  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
was  correct  as  to  the  state  of  the  law. 

Mr.T.  M.  HEALY  asked,  whether 
the  Government  would  grant  police  aid 
in  carrying  out  the  evictions  under  the 
new  Act? 

Colonel  KING-HARMAN  :  The  Go- 
vernment will  give  police  aid  to  carry 
out  the  law. 

LAND  LAW  (IRELAND)  ACT— THE 
RULES— SECTIONS  I  AND  2. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Longford,  N.) 
asked  Mr.  Attorney  General  for  Ireland, 
How  soon  the  Land  Oommissioners  hope 
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to  frame  Rules  under  the  new  Land  Law 
(Ireland)  Act;  is  it  the  fact  that,  under 
the  Leaseholders'  Clause,  it  will  be  pos- 
sible for  a  landlord  to  refrain  at  the 
time  of  the  prescribed  application  from 
making  any  objections  to  the  order 
breaking  a  lease,  but  may  afterwards, 
on  the  hearing  of  the  fair  rent  applica- 
tion, after  the  lease  has  been  set  aside, 
rai&9  any  *'  exclusion  "  point,  so  that,  iiP 
the  latter  be  successful,  the  tenant  will 
neither  have  the  benefit  of  the  Act  nor 
the  protection  of  his  lease ;  will  a  rule 
be  framed,  prescribing  that  any  legal 
objections  as  to  grounds  of  exclusion 
(such  as  to  sub-letting)  existing  at  the 
time  of  the  prescribed  application,  shall 
only  be  cognizable  if  raised  before  the 
making  of  the  order  determining  the 
lease ;  and,  will  the  Land  Commissioners 
also  consider  whether,  on  the  analogy  of 
their  adoption  of  suggestions  of  the 
Lords  Committee  of  1882-3,  compelling 
tenants  to  give  certain  notices  to  the 
landlord,  &c.,  a  Eule  could  be  framed 
requiring  prior  notice  of  legal  objections 
excluding  holdings  from  the  Act,  and 
invalidating  objections  sprung  at  the 
hearing  without  notice  having  been 
served  ? 

Thb  attorney  general  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Gibson)  (Liverpool, 
Walton)  :  The  Land  Commission  forth- 
with on  receiving  copy  of  the  Act  pro- 
ceeded to  frame  Rules  under  Sections  1 
and  2,  and  they  have  prepared,  sealed, 
and  issued  two  Rules  under  Sections  1 
and  2.  They  will  consider  what  further 
Rules  may  be  necessary.  In  my  view 
of  the  Act,  the  application  under  Sec- 
tion 1  will  never  be  made  unless  the 
tenant  intends  forthwith  to  apply  for  a 
fair  rent.  The  application  mentioned  in 
the  first  paragraph  of  Section  1  is  only, 
I  think,  formal  evidence  of  election  on 
the  tenant's  part ;  and  the  section  does 
not  require  any  formal  judicial  act 
determining  the  lease  as  a  preliminary 
condition  to  the  fixing  of  a  fair  rent. 
The  difficulty  suggested  by  the  2nd 
paragraph  of  the  Question  does  not,  I 
think,  arise.  If  the  tenant  is  not  entitled 
to  apply,  and  his  application  for  a  fair 
rent  is  refused  on  the  ground  that  his 
case  does  not  come  within  the  Act,  his 
lease  would  not  be,  I  think,  affected.  It 
is  desirable,  as  far  as  possible,  to  lessen 
costs  and  avoid  the  expense  and  delay  of 
two  hearings  when  one  would  be  suffi- 
cient.   The  Land  Commissioners  frame 

Mr.  r.  M.  Healy 


Rules  on  their  own  authority,  and  will, 
no  doubt,  consider  the  suggestions  made, 
and  take  any  action  they  may  deem 
necessary. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  asked,  would  it 
not  be  possible  for  the  landlord  to  re« 
frain,  at  the  time  of  the  prescribed  appli- 
cation, from  making  any  objections  to 
the  order  breaking  a  lease,  and  then 
afterwards,  when  the  tenant  applied  for 
a  fair  rent,  point  out  a  flaw  in  his  title 
of  sub-letting,  and  thus  deprive  him  of 
the  benefit  of  the  Act  ? 

Mr.  GIBSON  said,  as  he  understood 
the  section,  the  application  need  not  be 
followed  by  a  judicial  act.  In  his  opi- 
nion, the  application  itself  was  sufficient. 
When  the  tenant  made  his  application 
to  the  Court,  and  then  applied  to  have 
a  fair  rent  fixed,  both  matters  would  be 
before  the  Court,  and  the  Court  would 
deal  with  the  whole  matter.  That  was 
his  view  of  the  section ;  but  it  did  not, 
of  course,  bind  the  Land  Commissioners, 
who  were  the  parties  responsible  for  the 
framing  of  these  Rules. 

Mr.  T.  M.  healy  asked,  would  it 
be  possible  to  see  the  Rules  before  the 
Yotie  for  the  Commissioners  was  taken  ? 

Mr.  GIBSON  said,  he  had  been 
furnished  with  a  copy  of  the  Rules  by 
the  Land  Commissioners,  and  he  should 
be  glad  to  let  the  hon.  and  learned  Mem- 
ber see  it. 

CENTRAL  ASIA— AFGHANISTAN— THE 
ANGLO-RUSSIAN  BOUNDARY  TREATY. 

Mr.  HOWARD  VINCENT  (Shef- 
field, Central)  asked  the  Under  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs,  If  the 
Ameer  of  Afghanistan  has  assented  to 
the  settlement  of  the  frontier  question 
by  the  Treaty  recently  concluded  by 
Her  Majesty's  Government  with  His 
Imperial  Majesty  the  Emperor  of 
Russia  ? 

The  under  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  (Sir  James  Fergusson)  (Man- 
chester, N.E.) :  Yes,  Sir;  a  telegram 
has  been  received  from  the  Viceroy  of 
India  stating  that  the  Ameer  accepts  the 
settlement  arrived  at. 

METROPOLITAN      IMPR07EMENT8  — 
PICCADILLY    CIRCUS. 

Mr.  DE  LISLE  (Leicestershire,  Mid) 
asked  the  hon.  Member  for  the  Knuts- 
ford  Division  of  Cheshire,  as  represent^ 
ing  the  Metropolitan  Board  of  Works, 
Whether  it  has  been  decided  to  build 
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upon  the  two  small  triangular  open 
spaces  recently  added  to  Piccadilly 
Circus,  and  to  join  the  blocks  by  a 
superstructure  and  tunnel  for  trafEc ; 
whether  the  ratepayers,  or  any  repre- 
sentatives of  those  upon  whom  the 
charge  would  fall,  have  been  consulted, 
or  are  to  be  consulted,  in  this  matter ; 
whether  the  cost  of  devoting  these 
spaces,  without  further  ornamentation, 
to  light  and  air  can  be  stated  ;  and, 
what  would  be  the  probable  cost  of 
erecting  there  two  fountains,  indepen- 
dent of  any  architectural  adornments  ? 

Mr.  TATTON  EGEETON  (Cheshire, 
Knutsford),  in  reply,  said,  that  several 
schemes  applicable  to  the  two  triangular 
open  spaces  recently  added  to  Piccadilly 
Circus  had  been  before  a  Committee  of 
the  Metropolitan  Board  of  Works  ;  but 
no  decision  had  been  arrived  at.  As  to 
the  second  part  of  the  Question,  the 
members  of  the  Board  were  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  ratepayers.  On  the 
third  and  fourth  Questions  he  might  say 
that  the  value  of  the  site  for  building 
purposes  had  not  been  reported  to  the 
Board.  He  was  not  able  to  give  any 
information  as  to  the  approximate  cost  of 
erecting  two  fountains  on  the  open  spaces. 

NORTH  WALES  —  THE  ANTL TITHE 
RIOTS— THE  REPORT  OF  THE  COM- 
MISSIONER. 

Mr.  BYRON  REED  (Bradford,  E.) 
asked  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department,  Whether  he  has  yet 
received  the  Report  of  the  Commissioner 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  riots  in 
North  Wales ;  and,  when  it  will  be  laid 
upon  the  Table  of  the  House  ? 

Thb  SECRETARY  of  STATE  (Mr. 
Matthews)  (Birmingham,  E.) :  This 
Report  has  been  already  laid  on  the 
Table  of  the  House.  It  is  now  in  the 
hands  of  the  printers,  who  have  been 
instructed  to  issue  it  with  the  least  pos- 
sible delay. 

Mr.  T.  E.  ELLIS  (Merionethshire) 
asked,  when  the  evidence  would  be 
published  ? 

Mr.  MATTHEWS  said,  he  had  not 
yet  received  the  evidence  himself.  As 
soon  as  he  had  received  it  it  would  be 
sent  to  the  printers. 

TOWNS    IMPROVEMENT     ACT,     1854— 

LISTOWEL. 

Mr.  DEASY  (Mayo,  W.)  (for  Mr. 
Stack)  (Kerry,  N.)  asked  the  Chief  Se- 
cretary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 


land, If  it  isafact  thatoIToncescommitted 
against  the  Towns  Improvement  Act  of 
1854  within  the  township  of  Listowel 
are  tried  at  Petty  Sessions,  thereby 
depriving  the  ratepayers  of  the  town  of 
a  sum  amounting  to  £150  per  annum,  to 
which  they  are  justly  entitled  ;  and, 
whether  he  will  communicate  with  the 
Constabulary  Authorities,  with  a  view 
to  directing  the  local  police  to  bring  all 
prosecutions  which  may  be  instituted 
under  the  Act  before  the  Town  Court 
instead  of  at  Petty  Sessions  ? 

The  PAELIAMENTAKY  UNDER 
SECRETARY  (Colonel  King-Harman) 
(Kent,  Isle  of  Thanet),  (who  replied) 
said,  owing  to  the  short  Notice  given  of 
this  Question  he  had  not  yet  had  time  to 
receive  replies  to  the'  inquiries  he  had 
made. 

WAR   OFFICE— ARMY    PENSIONS- 
ROYAL  WARRANTS,    1881,   1882. 

Mr.  TUITE  (Westmeath,  N.)  asked 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  War,  Whe- 
ther, by  the  Royal  Warrant  relating  to 
Army  Pensions,  issued  July,  1881,  the 
mode  of  computing  pensions  of  soldiers 
discharged  as  non-commissioned  officers 
was  so  altered  that  any  non-commis- 
sioned officer  whose  service  was  con- 
tinuous was  entitled  to  have  his  years  of 
service,  previous  to  his  attaining  the  age 
of  18  years,  considered  in  fixing  the  pen- 
sion ;  whether  the  Addenda  Warrant, 
issued  March,  1882,  is  so  framed  as  to 
exclude  the  years  of  service  under  the 
age  of  18  years  ;  and,  whether,  having 
regard  to  the  hardships  inflicted  by  this 
Rule,  he  is  prepared  to  recommend  that 
the  21  years  of  service  should  be 
reckoned  from  the  date  of  enlistment  ? 

The  financial  SECRETARY, 
WAR  DEPARTMENT  (Mr.  Brodrick) 
(Surrey,  Guildford)  (who replied)  said: 
The  Rules  for  calculating  service  are  so 
framed  with  regard  to  boy  service  as  to 
benefit  the  soldier  either  way.  The  ser- 
vice counts  toward  pension,  except  in 
cases  where  it  is  to  the  soldier's  advan- 
tage that  it  should  not  so  count,  as 
occurs  in  a  very  few  cases  of  soldiers 
who  enlisted  under  Warrants  of  earlier 
date  than  1881. 

POST  OFFICE  (IRELAND)  —  POSTAL 
COMMUNICATION  BETWEEN  MAC- 
ROOM  AND   CORK. 

Dr.  TANNER  (Cork  Co.,  Mid)  asked 
the  Postmaster  General,  If  it  is  a  fact 

Q    2 


*jL.t"   :i%   V'-TJu    »-ji  ir.h:r>:iL  Z-lZtttt    LjZ,*  fnm.  "ai*  y ^.i  ir*  laaa  ihaa  in  :be 


pv*:  'j*7   i".i  :'--t7t-.-  Ttt:  Ilt*  i  t  t'lt  _a.  TAV>iLi^  >•:«  Co.,  Mid   asked 

z,.V-.*  '•^^'-'  ir-/-z,  C'./j:  ".  I'i:lii     vi-—  iLt  rb«  Liri  :-f  sfc*  A-i=iiraIrr.  \Vlie- 

•.*.  vr  i-  ir7i-?^-iriT  -w.'.!  -..*  —  ii^  tt,:!.  tlr?   ^  V5-  E^^^^-f  bas  been  ordered 

•..•-^  Ki.'7'.'..v.  J-s^-T -T  ",  . Ill":  i-T  ::  ••s.ttt  :-:  -i.li.  ilr  ITTi^jr  S2'2a ir>n :  whether 

*,-  r-vi].*  f.'-.-jL  1—  *^i:!  :_'\Tfc-  ^7^:11- 2-  :i^  tt«.=C  i*«  b««>a  latelr  orerhaaled 


t'i'-..   ^',    ittIt*   ;r.    C-jr   ii-   ti— ^  ::?    lt.!  *iA=ii«»i  as  i»>  h-s*  seaworthiness ; 
y'^j>f:.\.  \>ynt  v,  ^A\-  :.  :'- =:  L'lV.:-.  Ti^l*    ::  Z::-:.  ti_i2  was  ihe  dite  of  the  last 


;;.i'. :  %  v^  f  .7  %   iij  r^T-.l->r  i"  :.:--^:-    -rxirir-isi:^:  wh<5B  was  her  copper  last 
t>>r.   Ti".  :\fr  J/.'*..^-  I  J;  ■/:'..•:£  n.-"l :    ilTi-fei:  ari.  whea  and  to  where  did 


a;?*:./^'":  ::.4:  "..•4-:=:''*  i^i  '::lrr* :-  '.--e        T^x  FIB.?T  LOKD    Lord   George 
<: \>\ r.  ',*  7 f:f  *fr7 -.  -  :  >  - ;  z\ :  r.-r  *-i>i'. '.  e-i  : .     HjjmT :  s.   Middlesex.  Riling^  in  repl v. 


Iv.y,  POSIMASIF.?.  GEXZP.AL  >Ir. 


s-siL  iLi:  lirp?  was  no  longer  k  Flying 
Sr-siri-Ti.  and  iLai  Her  Majesty's  ship 


Ji>- ;  zy>:    '  ^'  -  V.  0 rl  -f  /  r  '7 -  1t^;  -1:t   :     ^ :. -;  R^: ?  • ; -  li  i.  thr-refc-r?.  not  been  ordered 

CyfJf  a-.i  Mi/'.ivvv.  ItiiiTaT  :.*  iT^i  ::r  10    ->::.  ::.      Th?  RiT*m§9  was   a  sta- 

tr.fr  </y7.7Ji?TaLC'%  '/f  :L^  div  n-iil  :.  ai.i  tfi-iry  r>ec*aT:M   ship,  and   had  been 

ffVT.'i  M^'.TV>r,'-  &L'i  rt'r-er  plii-*:*  :    bu:  ~:'.liz^i  f jr  tha:  parpose  for  the  last  12 

th^  J.i^ht  rr.arJ  :«  fetill  i-OLreyei  by  c-it.  years. 

I  a:;i  not  avar^:  :?.&:  tL-:re  L&Te  Vren  D2.  TAXXER :  Is  it  a  fact  that  when 

f^Vi-iThh  of  the  ba^-  froL^  Cro-.-kstown ;  the  e^pi-er  of  this  ship  was  last  cleansed 

hi*.  I  »:Ji  hare  ir^^rAry  :r.aie  on  this  :w>  ba«ke:sfiil   of  oysters  were  taken 

y/.:.\.     I  will  al*o  :l'^ -ire  T^rLether  usr  from  it? 

.,         tit                .  "                   ®   J  -^^>  reiuv. 

K-%iJ,  ar.d  wLeioer  any  inijiroTvnirnt  of  -           '^  •  - 

txi«;  day  mail  is  practicable.  rEOSECmOX    EXPENSES    ACT  — EX- 


PENSES   OF    WITNESSES    IN    CRI- 
AkMV    'AUXILIARY    FORCES)  —  CORK         mINVL    CASES 


MrUTiA    ARTILLERY -PAUCITY    OF 
OFFICERS. 


Me.  PICE£BSaiLL(B6thnal  Green, 
S.W.     asked    Mr.  Attorney    General, 

Dk.  tanner  ^Cork  Co.,  Mid,  asked  Whether  it  is  legaUy  within  the  dis- 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu-  cretion  of  the  Treasury  to  repay  the 
ti!;ziaot  of  Ireland,  What  is  the  number  expenses  of  witnesses  which,  in  accord- 
of  commissioned  officers  in  the  Brigade  ance  with  29  &  30  FiW.  c.  52,  have 
of  Militia  Artillery  'lately  known  as  the  been  allowed,  when  the  charge  has 
West  CVirk  Artillery);  how  many  of  been  dismissed  by  the  examining  magis- 
these  officers  are  residents  in  the  Countv  j  trate  ? 

of  Cork ;  and,  whether  he  has  any  in-  \  The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  (Sir 
formation  as  to  the  cause  of  the  paucity  j  Richard  Webster)  (Isle  of  Wight) : 
of  commissioned  officers?  i  It   is  not   strictly  correct  to  say  there 

Thk  .SURVEYOR  GENERAL  of  is  no  legal  discretion  on  the  part  of  the 
ORDNANCE  ^Mr.  Nubthcote)  'Exeter;  Treasury.  If  the  certificate  has  duly 
(who  replied;  said  :  There  are  seven  ;  been  given  under  29  &  30  Fiel.  0.  62, 
commissioned  officers  besides  the  ad-  the  witness  is  entitled  to  his  expenses, 
jutant  and  quartermaster,  of  whom  three  ^  whether  the  charge  is  dismissed  or 
reside  in  the  County  of  Cork,  and  three  ■  not. 

in  other  parts  of  Ireland.  The  difficulty  I  Mr.  JAMES  STUART  (Shoreditch, 
in  obtaining  officers  for  the  Irish  Militia    Hoxton)  asked  Mr.  Attorney  General, 


is  probably  largely  duo  to  the  impover- 
ishment of  the  class  from  which  officers 
wore  formerly  drawn.  The  difficulty  is 
everywhere  increased,  as  regards  the 
Artillery  and  Militia,  by  the  fact  that 
the  advantages  to  those  who  enter  the 

J)r,  Tanner 


AVhat  is  the  course  of  proceeding  when 
the  Court  allows  the  expenses  of  a  wit- 
ness in  a  criminal  case;  whether  the 
money  is  paid  over  to  the  officer  of  the 
Court ;  and,  if  so,  whether  it  is  returned 
to  the  Treasury  in  the  ev^nt  of  a  viti)ei9 
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not  applying  ;  and,  whether  there  is  any 
limit  of  time,  and,  if  so  what,  within  which 
application  for  his  expenses  must  be 
made  bv  a  witness  ? 

The  attorney  GENERAL  (Sir 
Richard  Webster)  (Isle  of  Wight) : 
The  practice,  under  the  circumstances 
mentioned  in  the  Question  of  the  hon. 
Member,  is  for  the  officer  of  the  Court 
to  pay  to  the  witnesses  their  expenses  in 
a  caee  in  which  it  is  authorized  by 
Statute.  These  expenses  are,  in  the 
first  instance,  paid  out  of  the  local 
fuads.  The  Treasury,  on  receiving  a 
certificate  from  the  Clerk  of  the  Peace 
or  other  officer  of  the  Court  that  certain 
moneys  have  been  paid,  and  on  the  pro- 
duction of  the  vouchers  signed  by  the 
witnesses,  repays  the  amounts  eo  paid  to 
the  Local  Authorities  :  so  that  the  Trea- 
sury has  a  double  safeguard,  the  certifi- 
cate by  the  Local  Authority  and  the 
voucher,  or  receipt,  sent  by  the  witness. 
There  is  is  no  statutory  limit  of  time ; 
but  inasmuch  as  the  officer  of  the  Court 
closes  his  accounts  at  the  end  of  each 
Session  or  Assize,  as  the  case  may  be,  if 
the  witness  does  not  apply  for  payment 
before  the  accounts  are  sent  in  he  does 
not  get  his  expenses  allowed. 

NORTH   SEA   FISHERIES-OPPOSITION 

AT  OSTEND. 

Sir  EDWARD  BIRKBECK  (Nor- 
folk, E.)  asked  the  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  Foreign  Affairs,  Whether  his 
attention  has  been  called  to  the  fact  that 
the  Ramsgate  smacks  Pride  of  the  Ocean, 
Sarah  and  Edward^  Dart,  and  Rialto, 
attempted  to  enter  Ostend  Harbour  on 
Friday  last  with  the  view  of  landing 
cargoes  of  fresh  fish,  and  were  unable 
to  do  so  on  account  of  the  hostile  attitude 
of  the  Ostend  fishermen ;  and,  whether 
Her  Majesty's  Government  will  at  once 
call  the  attention  of  the  Belgian  Govern- 
ment to  the  matter,  and  obtain  similar 
privileges  and  security  for  English  fisher- 
men at  Belgian  ports  for  sale  of  fish, 
as  Belgian  fishermen  have  at  English 
ports? 

The  UNDER  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  (Sir  James  Ferousson)  (Man- 
chester, N.E.):  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment are  aware  that  several  vessels  have 
been  unable  to  land  and  sell  their  fish 
at  Ostend;  but  the  cases  of  the  four 
vessels  mentioned  have  not  been  specially 
reported.     The  attention  of  the  Belgian 


Government  has  been  called  to  these 
occurrences ;  and  the  Belgian  Minister 
for  Foreign  Affairs  gave  Her  Majesty's 
Minister  the  most  positive  assurance  that 
every  measure  would  be  taken  to  protect 
British  fishermen  in  what  the  Belgian 
Government  admitted  to  bo  their  un- 
doubted right  to  land  and  sell  their  fish 
in  Belgian  ports,  and  the  Authorities 
appear  to  have  acted  with  energy  and 
firmness.  But  the  Belgian  Government 
state  that  they  are  unable  to  protect 
them  from  Boycotting ;  and  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government  are  informed  that 
since  the  attack  on  the  British  boats  no 
one  could  be  found  to  discharge  or  buy 
the  fish.  Her  Majesty's  Consul  General 
at  Antwerp  has  been  directed  by  tele- 
graph to  proceed  to  Ostend  in  order  to 
report  upon  the  circumstances  or  assist 
the  Vice  Consul,  if  necessary. 

COAL  MINES  —  THE  COLLIERY  ACCI- 
DENT AT  UDSTON,  LANARKSHIRE— 
THE  "GAUZE  SAFETY  LAMP.'* 

Mr.  BURT  (Morpeth)  asked  the  Se- 
cretary of  State  for  tho  Home  Depart- 
ment, Whether  he  has  noticed  that  Mr. 
Dickinson,  Inspector  of  Mines,  and  Mr. 
Maconochie,  advocate,  in  their  recently 
published  Report  of  the  inquiry  into  the 
TJdston  Colliery  explosion,  strongly  con- 
demn the  Scotch  "gauze  safety  lamp," 
stating  *'  that  it  does  not  satisfy  the  con- 
ditions met  with  in  such  a  mine  as  the 
Udston ; "  and,  whether,  as  this  same 
lamp  is  declared  in  tho  Report  of  the 
Royal  Commission  on  accidents  in  mines 
to  be  one  that  **  can  scarcely  be  regarded 
as  a  safety  lamp  at  all,'*  he  will  take 
steps  to  call  the  attention  of  colliery 
owners  to  the  unreliability  of  the  said 
lamp,  which  is  largely  used  in  the  mines 
of  Scotland  ? 

The  secretary  of  STATE  (Mr. 
Matthews)  (Birmingham,  E.) :  Yes; 
I  have  seen  the  statement  in  question. 
A  year  ago  1  issued  a  Circular  calling 
the  attention  of  mineownors  to  the  re- 
commendations of  the  Commissioners, 
and  to  the  necessity  of  a  safety  lamp 
being  so  constructed  that  it  might  be 
safely  carried  against  any  inflammable 
air  current  likely  to  be  met  with.  I  am 
consulting  the  Inspector  of  the  district 
whether  there  is  any  necessity  for  issuing 
a  further  special  Circular. 
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EMIGRATION     FROM     IRELAND— THJ; 
WESTPORT    EMIGRATION    COMMIT- 
TEE—ACCOUNTS OF  MR.  STONEY. 
Mb.  DEASY  (Mayo,  W.)    asked  tho 
Glitef  Secretary  to  tbe  Lord  Lieutenant 
nf  Ireland,  If  he  can  atate  the  total  sum 
furnished  to   Mr.   Stoney,  of  Eoaturk, 


tenant  of  Ireland,  On  what  priacipletba 
thoroughbred  sires,  wionerBofthe  prizes 
to  be  voted  by  this  House,  have  been,  or 
are  to  be,  diBtributed  through  the  cmub- 
try  ;  whether  regard  will  be  had  to  tha 
fact  that,  from  various  ciroum stances,  no 
thoroughbred  sires  are  kept  in  a  oountj 


County  Mayo,  by  the  Local  Government    •>?  private  individual  ;    whether  he 


Board  for  emigration  purposes ;  whethet- 
Mr.  Stoney  has  rendered  a  full  and  de- 
tailed account  of  the  expenditure  of  the 
money  to  the  Local  Government  Board ; 
and,  whether  he  will  lay  a  copy  of  Mr. 
Stoney'a  Statement  upon  the  Table  of 
the  House  ? 

The  parliamentary  UNDER 
SECRETARY  (Colonel  Kino-Habman) 
(Seat,  Isle  of  Ihauet)  (who  replied) 
said ;  The  total  sura  granted  by 
the  Local  Government  Board  was 
£1,446  1 3».  2rf.  Mr.  Stoney,  on 
behalf  of  the  Committee,  has  fur- 
nished to  the  Local  Government  Board 
a  detailed  account  of  the  expenditure, 
supported  by  vouchers.  The  proceed- 
ings of  the  Emigration  Committee 
with  respect  to  the  persons  sent  out 
have,  as  the  hon.  Member  doubtless 
is  anare,  been  recently  the  subject  ol 
an  inquiry.  The  matter  being  slill 
under  consideration,  the  Ooveroment 
cannot  at  present  undertake  to  lay 
any  Papers  on  the  subject  upon  the 
Table  of  the  House. 

Mr.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.) :  The  right 
hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  says  the 
matter  is  still  under  consideration.  I 
would  ask  him  under  whose  considera- 
tion ? 

Colonel  KING-HARMAN:  Under 
the  consideration  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board. 

Mb.  DILLON :  If  wo  are  going  to 
discuss  the  Vote  for  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board,  ought  we  not  to  have  the 
Report  before  tho  House  ? 

CoLOMEi,  KING-HARMAN;  I  pre- 
sume the  hoo.  Gentleman  would  hardly 
wish  to  have  the  Report  before  it  is 
complete  F 

Mb.  DILLON  :  "When  will  it  be  com- 
pleted f 

OoLoNKL    KING-HARMAN:     It    is  I 
impossible  to  say. 
IRELAND  — BREEDING    OF    IIOESES- 


aware  that  in  the  County  of  Leitrim 
there  is  much  need  for  the  improvement 
of  the  breed  of  horses,  owing  to  the  fact 
that  generally  there  are  no  good  aires  in 
the  county ;  and,  whether,  it  such  an 
arrangement  has  not  been  already  made, 
steps  will  be  taken  to  have  one  of  the 
prize  winners  placed  at  the  disposal  of 
the  tenant  farmers  of  Leitrim,  without 
having  such  a  distance  to  travel  into 
other  counties  (already  well  provided  in 
this  reapeot)  as  to  fender  the  advantage 
of  very  little  value  ? 

Tne  PARLIAMENTARY  UNDER 
SECRETARY  (Colonel  Kihb-Harmas) 
(Isle  of  Thanet)  (who  replied)  said  :  De- 
tails of  this  character  have  been  properly 
loft  in  the  hands  of  the  Royal  Dublin 
Society,  who  will  administer  the  Vote, 
and  who,  it  cannot  be  doubted,  have  en- 
deavoured to  make  the  best  possible 
arrangements  for  the  general  benefit  and 
convenience.  The  society  hu  published 
a  programme  which  shows  that  the 
County  of  Leitrim  forma  part  of  two 
diatricts,  of  one  of  which  Ballymote,  in 
tho  adjoining  County  of  Sligo,  is  the 
headquarters,  and  Longford  the  head> 
quarters  of  the  other. 

Me.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Longford,  N.) 
aelied,  if  there  was  any  objection  to  lay 
the  Report  on  this  subject  on  the  Table 
of  the  House  ? 

Colonel  KING-HARMAN  said,  he 
thought  there  would  be  no  objection. 

Mb.  HAYDEN  asked,  was  the  right 
hon.  and  gallant  G-entleman  aware  that 
neither  Ballymote  nor  Longford  was 
sufficiently  near  for  Leitrim  ? 

CoLosEL  KING-HARMAN  said,  he 
he  had  only  just  sees  the  programme 
himself;  but  he  must  say  that  the  dis- 
tance did  not  appear  to  him  to  be  oon- 
veniently  arranged.  He  had  that  after- 
noon written  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Royal  Dublin  Society  lor  further  infbr* 
mation  regarding  the  Local  Committees 
and  other  subjects;  and  he  hoped  to  be 


THOROUGHBRED    SIRES,    WINNERS  I  able  to  give  the  House  that  further  in- 
ni,  nr.,. .-,   -r^-r  ^ .,.,.-.  formation  before  very  long. 

Mr-  cox  (aare,  E.)  asked,  if  the 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 1  right  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  would 


OF  ROYAL  PLATES. 

,   HAYDEN  (Leitrim,    S.)  asked 
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furnish  the  House  with  the  names  of  the 
members  of  the  Local  Committees  ? 

Colonel  KING-HAEMAN  replied, 
that  he  had  just  stated  that  he  had 
written  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Royal 
Dublin  Society  for  any  information  which 
that  gentleman  could  give  him  on  the 
question  of  Local  Committees ;  and 
when  he  had  received  it  he  would  be 
happy  to  communicate  it  to  the  House. 

WALES  —  GOVERNMENT  PUBLICA- 
TIONS IN  THE  WELSH  LANGUAGE 
—THE  TITHE  INQUIRY  REPORT. 

Mr.  T.  E.  ELLIS  (Merionethshire) 
asked  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department,  Whether  the  Local 
Government  Board,  the  Eegistrar  Gene- 
ral's Office,  the  Board  of  Inland  Ee- 
venue,  and  the  Privy  Council  have,  from 
time  to  time,  issued  publications  in  the 
Welsh  language ;  and,  whether,  on  re- 
consideration, he  will  direct  the  publica- 
tion of  a  Welsh  translation  of  Mr. 
Bridge's  Tithe  Inquiry  Report  ? 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  (Mr. 
Matthews)  (Birmingham,  E.) :  I  have 
made  inquiry  of  the  Offices  named,  and 
it  appears  that,  occasionally,  short  Cir- 
culars and  formal  notices  are  issued  by 
them  in  Welsh.  This  does  not  seem  to 
me  to  constitute  a  precedent  for  trans- 
lating into  Welsh  a  lengthy  Report  of  a 
Government  Commission.  I  am  still  of 
opinion  that  any  demand  for  a  Welsh 
translation  will  be  best  met  by  private 
enterprise. 

WALES  — THE  TITHE  AGITATION- 
ATTACK  ON  CANON  BROWNE'S  RE- 
8IDENCE  AT  BODFAIR. 

Mr.  T.  E.  ELLIS  (Merionethshire) 
asked  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department,  Whether  there  is 
any  reason  for  connecting  the  perpe- 
tration of  the  outrage  upon  Canon 
Browne*s  residence  at  Bodfair  with  the 
fact  that  he  gave  evidence  before  Mr. 
Bridge's  Tithe  Inquiry? 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  (Mr. 
Matthews)  (Birmingham,  E.) :  The 
information  I  have  received  does  not 
connect  this  outrage  with  the  fact  that 
the  reverend  gentleman  gave  evidence 
before  Mr.  Bridge.  I  have  asked  the 
Chief  Constable  the  question  ;  but  have 
not  as  yet  received  his  reply. 


REGISTRATION  OF  VOTERS  (IRELAND) 
—ASSISTANT  REVISING  HARRIS- 
TERS. 

Mr,  T.  M.  HEALY  (Longford,  N.) 
asked  Mr.  Attorney  General  for  Ireland, 
What  course  the  Government  intend  to 
take  this  year  as  to  the  appointment  of 
Assistant  Revising  Barristers ;  is  it  in- 
tended to  follow  the  precedents  of  the 
appointments  in  1886  by  the  Liberals 
and  1885  by  the  Conservatives;  what 
are  the  names  of  the  Barristers  who 
served  in  1886  and  1885  who  are  not  to 
be  asked  to  serve  again  ;  and,  what  new 
men  are  to  replace  them  ? 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Gibson)  (Liverpool, 
Walton) :  It  is  intended  to  appoint  Re- 
vising Barristers  this  year ;  but  not  so 
many  will  be  required  as  last  year.  The 
arrangements  are  not  yet  complete,  and 
I  cannot  answer  the  last  paragraph  of 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman's  Ques- 
tion; but  the  appointments  will,  no  doubt, 
be  governed  by  the  same  principles  as 
hitherto. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  I  would  ask  the 
right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman,  whe- 
ther all  the  arrangements  in  the  case  of 
last  year  were  not  announced  and  prac- 
tically made  known  before  the  present 
date — I  believe  by  the  Ist  of  August  ? 

Mr.  GIBSON  :  The  hon.  and  learned 
Member  is  right  as  regards  last  year ; 
but  in  1885  the  arrangements  were  not 
made  till  some  time  in  September.  Last 
year  when  the  right  hon.  Member  for 
Mid  Lothian  (Mr.  W.  E.  Gladstone) 
quitted  Office  the  arrangements  were  a 
little  accelerated. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  asked,  whether 
certain  barristers  who  acted  in  1885  and 
1886  were  not  to  be  asked  to  serve 
again? 

Mr.  GIBSON :  All  the  answer  I  can 
give  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  is 
that  the  arrangements  are  not  com- 
pleted . 

EVICTIONS    (SCOTLAND)— THE   BROX- 
BURNE  SHALE  OIL  COMPANY. 

Mr.  CUNNINGHAME  GRAHAM 
(Lanark,  N.W.)  asked  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department,  If  any- 
thing can  be  done  to  avert  the  eviction 
of  800  miners  by  the  Broxburne  Shale 
Oil  Company,  on  Saturday  next,  as 
stated  in  the  Scotch  newspapers  ? 
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The  SECEETARY  of  STATE  (Mr. 
Matthews)  (Birmingham,  E.) :  All  I 
know  of  this  matter  is  derived  from  a 
vorj  lengthy  telegram  put  into  my 
hands  as  I  entered  the  House  this  after- 
noon. It  appears  from  it  that  only  121 
summonses — not  800 — were  taken  out. 
Of  these,  five  were  withdrawn ;  in  33 
instances  the  parties  removed  after  ser- 
vices of  the  summonses,  and  before  the 
Court  day ;  73  were  ordered  to  be  re- 
moved on  the  1st  September;  and,  in 
consequence  of  medical  certificates,  five 
were  allowed  to  remain  until  the  8th 
September,  and  five  until  the  24th  Sep- 
tember. These  are  all  the  facts  I  have 
got  about  the  matter.  It  appears  that 
these  evictions  are  in  consequence  of  a 
strike  or  trade  dispute,  in  which,  I  am 
afraid,  the  Government  cannot  usefully 
or  profitably  interfere. 

HOUSE  OF  COMnsrONS— LOOKERS. 

Mr.  HALLEY  STEWAET  (Lincoln- 
shire,  Spalding)  asked  the  First  Com- 
missioner of  Works,  If  he  will  give 
instructions  that  the  inconvenience  to 
which  Members  are  put,  for  whom  no 
lockers  are  provided  in  the  House,  shall 
be  remedied  during  the  Becess  ? 

The  first  COMMISSIONER  (Mr. 
Plunket)  (Dublin  University) :  Orders 
were  given  some  time  ago  for  the  pro- 
vision of  lockers ;  and  I  hope  they  will 
be  finished  many  a  long  day  before  this 
House  assembles  again. 

HORSE  BREEDING  IN  GREAT 
BRITAIN. 

Mr.  mark  STEWART  (Kirkcud- 
bright)  asked  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, If  he  can  give  the  House  any 
information  as  to  the  distribution  of  the 
£5,000  to  be  devoted  to  the  encourage- 
ment of  the  breed  of  horses  in  Great 
Britain ;  how  much  of  the  said  sum  is 
to  be  given  to  Scotland,  and  what  pro- 
portion to  blood  horses  and  those  em- 
ployed in  agriculture ;  and,  who  will 
administer  the  fund  in  England  and 
Scotland  ? 

The  CHANCELLOR  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUER (Mr.  Goschen)  (St.  George's, 
Hanover  Square) :  The  scheme  to  which 
the  hon.  Member's  Question  refers  has 
not  yet  reached  a  stage  at  which  I  can 
give  him  the  particulars  he  asks  for. 
What  has  happened  is  that  Her  Majesty 
has  been  pleased  to  promise  that  the 
sum  at  present  given  by   her  for  the 


encouragement  of  horse-racing  should 
with  the  exception  of  the  cost  of  the 
Ascot  Cup,  the  Curragh  Whip,  and 
some  Colonial  Plates,  be  diverted  to  the 
encouragement  of  horse-breeding.  The 
Government  will  make  up  the  £3,000 
odd  thus  obtained  to  £5,000,  upon  the 
constitution  of  a  Board,  of  which  the 
Master  of  the  Horse  will  be  a  member, 
to  administer  the  fund.  The  composi- 
tion of  this  Board  is  not  yet  decided 
upon  ;  but  it  is  proposed  that  it  should 
include  representatives  of  the  Royal 
Agricultural  Society  and  the  Highland 
Society.  The  representation  of  the  latter 
will,  I  hope,  reassure  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man that  Scotland  will  be  duly  con- 
sidered. 

INDIAN  TELEGRAPH   DEPARTMENT- 
THE  CORRESPONDENCE. 

Mr.  CONYBEARE  (CornwaU,  Cam- 
borne)  asked  the  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  India,  Whether  the  Corre- 
spondence respecting  the  Indian  Tele- 
graph Department  is  still  incomplete; 
and,  whether  he  will  take  steps  to  have 
it  laid  before  the  House  before  the  day 
tixed  for  the  discussion  of  the  Indian 
Budget  ? 

The  under  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  FOB  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS 
(Sir  James  Ferqusson)  (Manchester, 
N.E.) :  I  am  requested  by  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  India  to  answer 
this  Question.  The  correspondence  re- 
garding the  re-organization  of  the  In- 
dian Telegraph  Department  is  complete, 
so  far  as  the  Secretary  of  State  is  con- 
cerned ;  but  as  the  Secretary  of  State's 
final  despatch  is  not  yet  in  the  hands  of 
the  Government  of  India,  it  would  be 
premature  to  present  the  Papers  to  Par- 
liament until  the  Government  of  India 
is  in  possession  of  the  Secretary  of 
State's  decision. 

THE  POLICE  (METROPOLIS)— CASE  OF 
MISS  CASS -MR.  NEWTON,  POLICE 
MAGISTRATE. 

Mr.  CONYBEARE  (Cornwall,  Cam- 
borne) asked  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Home  Department,  When  he  intends 
to  communicate  to  the  House  the  deci- 
sion of  the  Lord  Chancellor  in  respect  of 
Mr.  Newton,  the  Police  Magistrate  ? 

The  secretary  op  STATE  (Mr. 
Matthews)  (Birmingham,  E.) :  I  have 
alroady  informed  the  House  that  the 
Lord  Chancellor's   decision  cannot  be 
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communicated  to  the  House  as  long:  as 
the  criminal  proceedings  arising  out  of 
the  recent  inquiry  are  still  pending. 

CENSUS  (METROPOLIS)— THE  WORK- 
ING CLASS   POPULATION. 

Mu.  CONYBEARE  (Cornwall,  Cam- 
borne) asked  the  President  of  the  Local 
Government  Board,  Whether  he  will 
arrange  to  have  the  Eeturns  of  the 
Census,  recently  taken  of  the  Working 
Class  Population  of  ^yq  typical  London 
parishes,  placed  in  the  hands  of  hon. 
Members  before  the  close  of  the  Session  ? 

The  PRESIDENT  (Mr.  Ritchie) 
(Tower  Hamlets,  St.  George's),  in  reply, 
said,  he  had  no  doubt  the  Return  would 
be  in  the  hands  of  Members  before  the 
House  rose. 

THE  ARGENTINE  REPUBLIC -BOUNTY 
ON  EXPORT  OF  MEAT. 

Mr.  STEPHENS  (Middlesex,  Horn- 
soy)  asked  the  President  of  the  Board 
of  Trade,  Whether  the  information  sup- 
plied by  The  Standard  newspaper,  in  its 
issue  of  23rd  August,  is  correct — that  a 
measure  has  been  laid  before  the  Con- 
gress, by  the  President  of  the  Argentine 
Republic  and  Minister  Pacheco,  provid- 
ing that  a  bounty  of  $20  for  every  ton 
of  beef  exported,  and  a  bounty  of  $6 
for  every  ton  of  mutton  exported,  and  a 
bounty  of  $3  each  on  cattle  exported 
alivo,  is  to  be  paid.  In  the  event,  which 
appears  certain,  that  such  measure  will 
pass  into  law ;  and,  whether,  having 
regard  to  the  conditions  necessary  to 
maintain  our  meat  supply,  he  will  con- 
sider the  advisability  to  communicate 
with  the  Government  of  the  Argentine 
Republic  upon  the  question  ? 

The  secretary  (Baron  Henry  De 
Worms)  (Liverpool,  East  Toxteth) :  The 
Board  of  Trade  have  no  official  infor- 
mation upon  the  subject  referred  to  by 
the  hon.  Member ;  but  they  will  com- 
municate with  the  Foreign  Office  on  the 
matter. 

THE  CONSOLIDATED  FUND— PAYMENT 
OF  PENSIONS,  &c.— THE  MASTER  OF 
THE  HAWKS. 

Mr.  HANBURY  (Preston)  asked  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  Who  is  the 
official  specially  responsible  for  the  due 
payment  of  pensions  and  other  ex- 
penses charged  upon  the  Consolidated 
Fund ;  when  the  total  expenditure  of 
£1;373  \U.  5(^.,  in  connectioii  with  the 


duties  of  the  Master  of  the  Hawks,  was 
reduced  to  £965,  and  under  what  cir- 
cumstances ;  whether  the  original  salary 
of  £391  payable  to  the  Master  of  the 
Hawks  was  at  that  time  increased  or 
reduced,  and  what  is  the  present  amount 
of  his  actual  salary ;  what  are  the  other 
payments  which  go  to  make  up  the  pre- 
sent annual  charge  of  £965  ;  whether 
all  these  other  payments,  including  the 
wages  of  keepers  who  are  not  appointed 
and  the  allowance  for  food  of  hawks 
which  are  not  kept,  have  for  some  time 
past  been  paid  over  to  the  Master  of  the 
Hawks,  in  addition  to  his  own  salary ; 
and,  if  so,  for  how  long ;  and,  whether, 
before  making  such  payment  during  the 
past  year,  the  Treasury  took  steps  to 
satisfy  itself  that  these  additional  pay- 
ments were  still  a  valid  charge  upon  the 
Consolidated  Fund,  and  could  legally  be 
claimed  for  his  own  use  by  the  Master 
of  the  ISawks  ? 

The  SECRETARY  (Mr.  Jackson) 
(Leeds,  N.):  The  charges  upon  the  Con- 
solidated Fund  are  paid  upon  a  quarterly 
Schedule  prepared  by  the  Treasury,  and 
for  which  the  Treasury  are  responsible. 
I  have  endeavoured  to  ascertain  when 
the  reduction  took  place,  and  I  find  that 
the  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons 
on  the  Civil  List  of  King  William  IV., 
and  which  reported  in  October,  1831,  state 
that  the  charge  was  £1,373  ll«.  5(^.,  and 
the  salary  £391  1«,  bd.  Shortly  after- 
wards a  Warrant  of  the  Treasury,  dated 
September,  1833^  directed  that  the  sum 
of  £965  should  be  paid  in  respect  of  this 
charge  from  the  land  revenues  of  the 
Crown  until  further  directions— that 
sum,  I  understand,  representing  the  net 
sum  previously  received  by  the  Master 
of  the  Hawks  after  payment  of  certain 
fees  and  duties.  In  the  Warrant  ordering 
payment  of  the  sum  of  £965  there  is  no 
reference  to  the  salary  as  apart  from  the 
other  charges.  These  payments  have 
been  made,  as  far  as  our  knowledge  goes, 
from  the  time  of  the  original  grant  in 
the  Reign  of  James  II.  Opinions  of  the 
Law  O&cers  of  the  Crown  have  been 
taken  on  three  separate  occasions,  the 
latest  being  so  recent  as  1875.  These 
opinions  satisfy  the  Treasury  that  they 
are  legally  bound  to  pay  these  snms, 
and  the  Treasury,  therefore,  yearly  dis- 
charge their  legal  obligations. 

Mb.  HANBURY :  Do  I  understand 
that  there  is  no  alteration  in  the  salary, 
and  that  it  is  still  £391? 
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seU  from  au  expected  attack  by  foreigu 
fishermen  ? 

The  first  LORD  (Lord  George 
HAMiLToif]  (Middlesex,  Ealing),  in 
reply,  said,  if  the  information  given  by 
tlio  Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Trade 
WBB  derived  from  the  Admiralty  it  was, 
no  doubt,  correct.  He  believed  that  the 
total  number  of  vessels  detailed  for  the 
duty  referred  to  was  nine,  fire  of  ivhich 
were  steamers,  and  four  sailing  vessels. 
The  Admiral  Superintendent  of  fieserves 
would  to-morrow  inspect  some  of  the 
cruisers  to  be  despatched  to  the  fishing 
ground,  and  later  on  other  vessels  would 
follow.  It  would  not  be  possible  always 
to  keep  nine  vessels  there,  as  it  would 
be  necessary  for  them  occasionally  to 
return  for  fieah  water  and  coal.  The 
Government  were  most  anxious  to  give 
adequate  protection  to  the  fishing  in- 
terests concerned ;  and  if  they  found 
either  from  the  area  of  ground  to  be 
patrolled  or  for  other  reason,  that  they 
were  unable  to  sufficiently  perform  this 
duty  they  would  have  to  see  what  other 
measures  would  have  to  be  adopted. 

EVICTIONS  (IRELAND)  —  THE  EVIC- 
TIONS AT  IIEEBERTSTOWN,  CO. 
LISIEEICK. 

Mr.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.) :  I  wish  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  Whether  it  is  a 
fact  that  a  large  force  of  military  and 
police  are  engaged  to-day  evicting  the 
tenants  of  The  O'Qrady  at  Herberts- 
town,  Oounty  Limerick,  and  how  he 
reconciles  this  fact  with  the  statement 
that  no  evictions  will  now  take  place  in 
Ireland  for  some  months  ? 

The  CHIEF  SECRETARY  (Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour)  (Manchester,  E.),  in  reply, 
said,  he  was  not  aware  of  the  fact  which 
the  hon.  Gentleman  alleged ;  but  there 
could  be  no  doubt,  he  oelieved,  as  to 
the  interpretation  of  the  Act.  There 
could,  of  course,  be  evictions  of  tenants 
of  over  £100  a-year  rent,  and  there 
could  be  evictions  on  titles  ;  but,  as  the 
hon.  Gentleman  knew,  it  was  impossible 
under  the  Land  Law  (Ireland)  Act  to 
eviut  in  other  classes  than  those  two 
classes  of  tenants. 

Mr.  DILLON  said,  his  information 
was  that  the  evictions  were  going;  on  at 
the  present  moment,  and  that  the  last 
telegrams  wore  of  a  rather  serious  nature. 
Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  said,  he  was 
afraid  he  had  no  iuformation  to  give 
Sir  £dward  Birkhech 


the  hon.  Gentleman  ;  but  it  appeared  to 
him  that  if  the  hoa.  Gentleman  repre- 
sented the  facts  accurately  the  people 
d  were  acting  illegally. 


CRIME  AND  OUTEAGE  (IRELAND)- 
THE  ATTACK  ON  THE  NATIONAL 
FORESTERS  AT  P0RTRU8H. 

Mr.  SEXTON  (Belfast,  W.J :  1  wish 
,  to  aek  the  Parliamentary  Unaer  Secre- 
tary for  Ireland,  If  yesterday,  at  the 
Portrush  Petty  Sessions,  the  magistrates 
seatenced  eight  persons  charged  with 
attacking  the  National  Foresters  te 
terms  of  imprisonment  varying  from 
three  to  six  months;  whether  the 
magistrates  exonerated  the  Foresters 
from  blame;  and  whether  any  witnesses 
adverse  to  the  Foresters  were  committed 
for  perjury? 

The  PARUAMBNTAET  UNDEK 
SECRETARY  (Colonel  Krao-HABMAir) 
(Kent,  lale  of  Thanet):  No,  Sir;  I  am 
not  aware.  I  have  had  no  information 
from  Portrush  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  sexton  expressed  the  hope 
that  the  right  hon.  and  gallant  Gentle- 
man would  obtain  necessary  information 
before  the  Yote  for  the  Chief  Secretary's 
salary  was  taken. 

CANADA  AND  THE  UNITED  STATES- 
THE  FISHERY  DISPUTES. 

The  0NDEE  SECEETABY  of 
STATE  foe  foreign  AFFAIRS  (Sir 
Jaiies  Ferousson)  (Manoheater,  N.E.]: 
As  I  have  been  repeatedly  questioned 
with  reference  to  the  North  American 
fishery  disputes,  perhaps  the  House  will 
allow  me  to  state  that  the  United  States 
Government  have  agreed  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  new  Fieberies  Commission 
of  three  members  on  eaoh  side.  I  may 
add  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  West  Birmingham  (Mr. 
Chamberlain)  has  accepted  the  office  of 
principal  Commissioner. 

Mr.  E.  ROBERTSON  (Dundee):  May 
I  ask  whether  the  powers  of  the  Com- 
missioners will  be  wide  enough  to  in- 
clude other  matters  requiring  adjust- 
ment between  this  country  ai^d  the 
United  States  ;  or  whether  they  will  be 
strictly  limited  to  disputes  uislBg  ont 
of  the  fisheries  question  ?  * 

Sir  JAMES  FERGUS30N  :  I  clearly 
intended  to  imply  that  the  OummissiuQ 
will  have  reference  to  the  dispnted 
points  between  the  United  States  and 
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this  country  with  respect  to  the  Cana- 
dian Fisheries. 

Mr.  E.  EOBERTSON  :  Solely? 

Sir  JAME8  FERGUSSON:  Yes, 
Sir ;  so  far  as  I  know. 

ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 


SUPPLY— CIVIL  SERVICE  ESTIMATES. 

Supply — considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Class  II. — Salaries  and  Expenses  of 

Civil  Departments. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

•'  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £3,978,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum 
necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come 
in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending 
on  the  31st  day  of  March  1888,  for  the  Salaries 
of  the  Officers  and  Attendants  of  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  and  other  Expenses.*' 

Mr.  MAO  NEILL  (Donegal,  S.) :  I 
wish,  Mr.  Courtney,  to  enter  my  protest 
against  this  Vote,  inasmuch  as  I  believe 
it  to  be  a  wasteful  and  a  profligate,  and 
even  a  wicked,  expenditure  of  public 
money.  In  the  first  place,  in  reference 
to  the  salaries  of  the  Viceregal  House- 
hold, I  see  that  there  are  1 7  gentlemen 
who  are  supported  at  a  yearly  expense 
of  £3,875.  Now,  we  have  heard  a  great 
deal  of  late  of  the  sacred  law  of  contract. 
I  should  be  very  glad  if  these  oflices 
were  put  up  to  public  competition,  for  I 
am  sure  that  in  that  case  they  could  all 
be  filled  and  their  duties  discharged,  not 
at  an  annual  expense  of  £3,875,  but  at 
an  annual  expenditure  of  £200,  with 
quite  as  much  benefit  to  the  nation. 
Indeed,  the  services  of  these  17  gentle- 
men would  not  be  worth  £200  a-year. 
First  of  all,  we  come  to  the  private 
secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and  the 
secretary's  office,  which  costs  £829  8«. ; 
but  we  are  not  told  how  much  the  clerk 
gets  and  how  much  the  private  secre- 
tary, though  I  am  strongly  inclined  to 
believe  that  the  private  secretary  gets 
the  lion's  share.  In  investigating  the 
details  of  this  Castle  Establishment,  we 
cannot  complain  too  much.  All  Castle 
officials,  from  age  to  age,  have  been 
afflicted  with  what  Juvenal  calls  the 
cacoethes  scrihendi.  There  are  secre- 
taries and  secretaries.  There  is  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant, 
who  is  himself  the  responsible  Govern- 
ment of  Ireland,  and  there  is  an  Under 
Secretary,  an  Assistant  Under  Secretary, 


and  a  Parliamentary  Secretary,  and 
what  with  one  and  another  the  amount 
of  stationery  consumed  among  them 
must  be  something  enormous.  Then,  in 
addition  to  all  these,  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant has  this  private  secretary.  I 
would  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Chief  Secretary  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour) 
what  are  the  duties  of  the  private  secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  ?  Are  they 
the  simple  duties  that  would  be  dis- 
charged by  a  private  secretary  who 
might  hold  that  position  to  a  country 
gentleman,  or  even  to  a  public  man  ? 
One  would  imagine  that  a  nobleman  of 
large  fortune,  drawing  £20,000  a-year 
from  his  official  position,  would  be  able 
to  afford  to  keep  a  private  secretary 
himself,  if  he  wanted  one,  especially  as 
he  has  in  all  23  other  secretaries.  I 
will  suggest  what  the  duties  are.  I  can 
only  conceive  them  to  be  to  revise  the 
Lord  Lieutenant's  speeches  and  supply 
them  to  the  Press ;  and,  if  that  be  so, 
all  I  can  say  is  that  this  private  secre- 
tary is  the  best  paid  man  for  literary 
labour  in  the  whole  universe.  I  hope 
and  trust  it  will  not  be  considered  an- 
other exhibition  of  Disraeli's  Calamities 
of  Authors  that  a  private  secretary  should 
get  for  literary  work  upon  the  Lord 
Lieutenant's  speeches  £829  per  annum. 
Then  we  come  to  the  aides-de-eampf  who, 
four  in  number,  get  £200  a-year  each. 
Of  them  I  say  nothing,  for  I  do  not 
know  what  their  duties  are,  though  I 
have  seen  them  in  processions.  Next 
we  come  to  an  important  official,  the 
State  steward,  who  is  very  well  paid  at 
£505  ids.  4(f.  per  annum.  We  laugh  at 
these  things ;  but  we  and  our  consti- 
tuents, to  whom  every  penny  is  of  im- 
portance, have  to  pay  the  piper.  The 
State  steward,  as  I  have  said,  has 
£505  19«.  4d,  a-year.  I  do  not  know 
what  his  duties  are,  and  if  I  am  wrong, 
no  doubt,  the  noble  Lord  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Admiralty  (Lord  George  Hamil- 
ton), whom  I  see  opposite,  and  who  is 
intimately  acquainted  with  the  details 
of  Viceregal  administration,  will  correct 
me,  but  I  understand  the  duties  of  the 
State  steward  are  to  introduce  partners 
at  the  Viceregal  dances  to  each  other, 
and  to  assist  in  arranging  at  dinner 
parties  what  gentleman  shall  bring  in 
what  lady,  the  precedence  being  given 
by  the  Ulster  King-at-Arms.  Next  we 
come  to  the  Comptroller  of  the  Hoase- 
hold.     He  is  paid  £413  13«.  4d.  per 
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clerical  assistance  under  him.     The  hon. 
Member  for  East  Mayo  (Mr.  Dillon)  has 
said  that  the  Lord  Lieutenant  has  no- 
thing to  do,  and,  having  nothing  to  do, 
there  is  no  reason  why  he  should  have 
anyone  to  help  him.     That  I  put  as  a 
short  summary  of  the  hon.  Qentloman^s 
remarks.     But  I  must  dissent  from  that 
view  altogether.     It  is  very  true  that 
as  between  one  Lord  Lieutenant  and 
another  there  may  be  greater  work  in 
one  case  than  in  another ;  but  I  believe 
there  was  never  a  case  of  a  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant who  had  not  to  perform  functions 
of  a  very  difficult  and  delicate  nature, 
and,  in  some  cases,  of  a  very  arduous 
nature.     Certainly,  from  the  knowledge 
I  have  acquired  of  Irish  Business  since  I 
came  into  Office,  and  since  I  came  into 
direct  personal  contact  with    the  ma- 
chinery of  the  Irish  Government,  I  have 
been  more  than  ever  convinced  that  to 
describe  the  functions  of  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  as  a  sinecure,  or  even 
to  describe  them  as  existing  merely  for 
social  purposes,  is  a  description  which 
gives  altogether  a  false  notion  of  the 
very  important  duties  which  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  has  to  perform.   If  it  be  true, 
as  it  is  true,  that  the  Lord  Lieutenant, 
like  other  great  officers  of  State,  has  to 
perform  difficult  and  delicate  functions, 
I  do  not  think  this  House  would  be  well 
advised  if  it  attempted  to  deprive  him  of 
that  assistance  which  every  Minister  has 
— the  assistance  of  a  private  secretary. 
The  salary  of  the  private  secretary  used 
to  be  larger  than  it  is  now  in  amount. 
There  has  been  no  change  under  the 
existing  holder,  nor  was  there  under  his 
Predecessor;   and  every  change  which 
has  been  made  during  the  century  has 
been  in  the  direction  of  diminution,  and 
not  of  iocrease.     There  is  one  other  mis- 
conception which  it  would  be  convenient 
for  me  now  to  correct,  and  which  was 
held  by  the  hon.  and  learned  Member 
for   South  Donegal  ;(Mr.    Mac   Neill), 
who  opened  this  discussion.     He  gave 
us  a  long  and  elaborate  criticism  on  the 
functions  of  the  Ulster  King-at-Arms. 
I  do  not  think  it  is  necessary  that  I 
should  go  into  details;    but   when  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  told  us  that 
in  this  country  the  hardly- pressed  tax- 
payers were  paying  over  £800  a-year  to 
lind  pedigrees  for  Irish   gentlemen,  I 
would  remind  him  that  the  Ulster  King- 
at-Arms,  so  far  from  being   a  charge 
upon  the  country,  is  actually  a  source  of 

J/r,  -4.  J,  Balfmr 


profit  to  the  Treasury.  The  salary  is  not 
only  paid,  but  more  than  paid,  by  the 
fees  he  receives.  [An  hon.  Member  : 
No,  no !  ]     Well,  I  oelieve  that  is  bo. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Longford,  N.) : 
There  is  a  pledge  to  abolish  the  office. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  No,  Sir  ; 
there  is  not. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  Yes— it  was 
given  last  year. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  Well,  I  am 
not  aware  of  it ;  and,  at  all  events,  it 
could  not  take  effect  until  the  present 
holder  resigned.  But  at  the  present 
moment  the  office  of  the  Ulster  Kiog- 
at-Arms,  whether  it  be  a  necessary  or 
unnecessary  one,  is  not  a  charge  upon 
the  taxpayers.  The  salary  of  Sir  Bernard 
Burke  is  more  than  made  up  by  the  fees 
received  in  the  exercise  of  his  duties. 

Mr.  SEXTON  (Belfast,  W.)  :  The 
fees  are  less,  according  to  the  Esti- 
mate. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  think  that 
is  not  so. 

An  hon.  Member  :  Then  the  Estimates 
are  wrong.  

Mr.  a.  J.    BALFOUR:    If   I  am 


wrong 

Dr.  tanner  (Cork  Co.,  Mid) :  Per- 
haps the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will  give 
his  attention  to  page  175 — estimated 
extra  receipts. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  believe  the 
income  is  about  £900  a-year ;  the  salary 
is  about  £700.  If  I  am  right  in  saying 
that,  of  course  I  am  correct  in  saying 
that  the  fees  pay  more  than  the  salary. 
The  hon.  and  learned  Member  for  South 
Donegal  (Mr.  Mao  Neill)  alluded  to  the 
sum  paid  for  a  drummer,  and  made  very 
merry  over  that. 

Mr.  MAO  NEILL  :  A  kettle-drum- 
mer. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  That  kettle- 
drummer  is  a  surviving  relio  of  the 
time  when  the  Lord  Lieutenant  had  a 
band  which  was  paid  for  at  the  public 
expense.  This  drummer  is  the  last 
relic  of  that  institution,  and,  of  ooorse, 
upon  his  death  this  item  will  no  longer 
appear  upon  the  Votes.  I  do  not  think 
I  have  anything  more  to  say. 

Mr.  mac  neill  :  I  have  asked  for 
an  explanation  as  to  the  Eoolesiastical 
Establishment,  and  for  some  definition 
of  the  duties  of  those  high  offioialsi  the 
State  Steward,  the  Aides-de-Oamps,  the 
Gentlemen  Ushers,  the  Riding  Master, 
&c. 
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Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUE:  It  must  be 
evident  that  if  you  are  going  to  have  a 
Court — if  the  State  is  to  hold  a  Court  in 
Dublin — the  Viceroy  must  have  the  ser- 
vices of  the  officers  who  are  retained  at 
all  other  Courts.  Whether  it  would  be 
a  sound  position  to  take  up  that  there 
should  be  no  Court  at  all  is  another 
matter — at  all  events,  it  is  quite  open  to 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  to  use 
that  argument;  but  it  would  not  be 
sound  to  argue  that,  having  a  [Represen- 
tative of  the  Queen  holding  a  Court  in 
Dublin,  he  should  not  have  the  ser- 
vices which  are  given  at  every  other 
Court. 

Mr.  M.  J.  KENNY  (Tyrone,  Mid) : 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief 
Secretary  has  given  no  explanation  with 
regard  to  the  Ecclesiastical  Establish- 
ment.  I  believe  he  was  Chief  Secretary 
last  year — no,  he  was  not ;  the  right 
hon.  Member  for  West  Bristol  (Sir 
Michael  Hicks-Beach)  was — when  we 
called  attention  to  this  question,  and 
when  we  pointed  out  that,  no  matter 
what  the  religion  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
might  be,  the  religion  of  the  chaplain 
should  be  the  same.  What  we  want  is 
a  chaplain  who  would  conform  more 
closely  to  the  character  of  the  Vicar  of 
Bray  than  the  present  chaplain  does. 
The  late  Lord  Lieutenant  was  a  Presby- 
terian, and  under  him  the  office  of  chap- 
Iain  was  an  absolute  sinecure.  I  do  not 
suppose  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Chief  Secretary  goes  to  the  Chapel 
Boyal  when  he  is  in  Dublin  ;  and, 
therefore,  the  chaplain  will  have  little 
or  nothing  to  do.  What  we  want 
is  that  the  chaplain  should  be  of 
the  same  religion  as  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant for  the  time  being.  If  a  Catholic 
were  ever  to  be  appointed  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenancy — if,  for  instance,  the  hon. 
Member  for  Mid  Leicestershire  (Mr.  De 
Lisle)  should  ever  be  appointed  Lord 
Lieutenant — he  would  have  to  pay  for 
Mass  out  of  his  own  pocket,  which 
would  be  a  hardship.  It  would  be  a 
great  hardship  in  that  case  to  pay  for  a 
Church  of  Ireland  chaplain,  and  refuse 
to  pay  for  a  chaplain  of  any  other  faith. 
What  we  want  is  to  have  some  self- 
acting  machinery  provided  by  which  the 
religion  of  the  chaplain  should  always 
be  made  to  conform  to  the  religion  of 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  for  the  time  being. 
Otherwise  I  shall  vote  against  the  mon- 
strous injustice  of  foisting  a  chaplain  of 


a  particular  religion  upon  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant against  his  will. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  I  should  like  to 
know  what  are  the  functions  which  wo 
are  told  press  so  heavily  upon  the  Lord 
Lieutenant,  and  also  how  much  time  he 
has  spent  here  in  London  during  his 
short  period  of  Office  ?  He  took  a  house 
in  London  at  a  very  early  period,  ac- 
cording to  The  Morning  Post,  and  as  he 
has  nothing  else  to  do  but  to  go  about 
to  horse  races,  I  should  like  to  know  how 
his  functions  are  performed.  We  are 
told  that  he  was  playing  cricket  with  the 
I  Zingari  Club  when  the  Proclamation  was 
issued  the  other  day,  and  he  had  to  leave 
the  cricket  field  and  take  off  his  cricket- 
ing clothes  in  order  to  sign  the  Pro- 
clamation, after  which  he  put  on  his 
clothes,  went  back  to  the  field,  and  re- 
played cricket  again.  That  is  not  a 
sort  of  thing  that  is  calculated  to  impress 
the  public  mind.  He  is  said  to  have 
high  and  delicate  functions  to  perform. 
The  person  who  is  appointed  his  private 
secretary  is  not  worth  £800,  or  £600,  or 
even  £100  a-year.  We  know  very  well 
what  his  talents  are.  You  may  argue  in 
favour  of  the  abolition  of  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant; but  if  you  must  have  a  Lord 
Lieutenant  you  must  take  him  with  his 
consequences.  Still,  I  have  a  strong  and 
rooted  objection  to  £1,000,000  a-year 
being  spent  on  him — we  think  him  dear 
at  the  price.  I  am  not  strongly  opposed 
to  the  existence  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant, 
but  I  am  opposed  to  the  expenditure  of 
so  large  a  sum.  I  am  opposed  to  the 
chaplain,  to  Mr.  Mulhall,  the  private 
secretary,  to  the  State  porter,  to  the 
steward,  to  the  telegraphist,  and  to  the 
kettle-drummer.  The  Lord  Lieutenant 
should  be  able  to  carry  out  all  the  duties 
of  his  Office  without  all  these  ornamental 
assistants.  I  agree  with  what  my  hon. 
Friend  has  said  as  to  the  chaplain.  I 
have  long  been  striving  with  the  Non- 
conformists of  England  to  raise  this 
point  about  the  chaplain.  You  have 
abolished  the  Irish  Church — why  is  it, 
then,  that  a  chaplain  has  to  be  paid,  and 
practically  a  Church  kept  up  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  State,  because  there  is  not 
merely  a  chaplain,  but  he  has  a  furnished 
house  and  a  reading  clerk,  an  organist, 
six  boy  choristers,  a  keeper  of  the  ohapel, 
and  additional  choristers.  Thus  we  pay 
for  keeping  up  a  Church  of  a  religion  to 
which  very  few  of  the  people  belong. 
Not  only  do  you  keep  up  ail  this  staff 
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for  a  disestablished  Church,  but  you 
prevent  the  Lord  Lieutenant  from  being 
a  Catholic,  though  that  is  no  great 
loss  to  the  Catholics.  Last  year,  when 
you  had  a  Presbyterian  for  Lord 
Lieutenant,  you  still  kept  up  all  this 
State-Church  machinery  ;  and  it  is  time 
for  the  Nonconformists  of  England  to 
rally  round  us  on  the  question  of 
abolishing  State  prayers  belonging  to  a 
religion  which  is  not  the  religion  of  the 
masses  of  the  people.  My  hon.  Friend 
entertains  philosophic  doubts  as  to  whe- 
ther the  Chief  Secretary  attends  the 
chapel.  I  concur  in  that  view.  If  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  has  any  religion  at  all 
other  than  the  religion  of  horse-racing, 
he  ought  to  be  content  to  go  to  the 
Church  of  the  masses  of  the  people. 
Better  men  than  he  is  do.  We  might 
fairly  ask  for  the  abolition  of  this  Chapel 
Royal  altogether.  There  are  plenty  of 
churches  in  Dublin,  and  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant could  take  his  choice  of  them.  I 
see  the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury  (Mr.  Jackson)  in  his  place, 
and  I  know  there  is  little  use  in  attacking 
these  official  institutions  except  to  ask 
the  Government  to  say  that  as  soon  as 
the  present  holders  drop  off  they  shall 
not  be  continued.  We  have  got  several 
promises  from  the  Government  that  I 
remember.  When  you,  Mr.  Courtney, 
were  at  the  Treasury  there  was  a  man  at 
Portarlington  who  got  a  pension  because 
the  Huguenots  went  there  200  years  ago, 
and  we  got  a  promise  that  that  should 
not  be  continued.  We  ask  now  for  the 
abolition  of  the  Dean  and  Chaplain, 
the  State  Steward  and  the  State  Porter, 
as  soon  as  the  present  incumbents  drop 
off.  We  do  not  ask  for  more  than  that 
— wo  cannot  go  behind  Johnny  Mulhall's 
salary — but  we  are  entitled  to  ask  that 
these  officials  should  not  be  continued. 

Mr.  DILLON :  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Chief  Secretary  has  given  no 
explanation  of  the  details  of  the  work  of 
this  gentleman  who  acts  as  private 
secretary.  It  seems  that  he  employs 
clerks  to  do  his  work.  If  he  employs 
clerks  to  do  anything  at  all  it  is  all 
the  same  to  us.  I  will  tell  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  what  work  must  be 
done,  though  I  know  very  little  about 
the  office.  He  talks  to  us  of  the  most 
delicate  functions  which  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant has  to  perform.  But  the  parti- 
cular Department  under  this  Vote  has 
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I  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  politics — 
you  told  us  that,  Mr.  Courtney — and, 
therefore,  the  business  of  this  private 
secretary  is  not  business  of  politics  or 
business  of  State,  and  has  nothing  what- 
ever to  do  with  delicate  functions.     In 
plain   common   English,  his   duty  and 
business  is  to  direct  the  invitations  to  the 
Castle  balls,  and  in  order  to  direct  them 
he  employs  all  these  clerks.     I   know 
something  of  what  these  gentlemen  are, 
and  if  he  employs  and  pays  them  he  id 
a  very  great  fool,  for  he  has  not  work 
enough   to  keep   them    employed    two 
days,  or  even  one  day  a  week.     Now, 
what  does  it  all  come  to  ?     We  have  got 
this  man  to  pay,  and  are  called  upon  to 
vote  £829  a-year  for  him  for  helping  to 
discharge   certain   functions — functions 
so   delicate    that  you  cannot    get  the 
slightest  hint  as  to  what  they  are.    I 
protest  against  this  item.      We  know 
perfectly  well   what    are    the  delicate 
duties  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  if  he  has 
any,  and  I  believe  he  has  none.     If  he 
has  any  business  connected  with  State 
or  with  his  Office  apart  from  his  social 
duties,  he  has  an  enormous  staff  under 
the  pay  and  control  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ire- 
land, more  than  sufficient  for  all  the 
duties  he  has  to  perform.    All  that  he 
has  to  do  he  does,  as  a  matter  of  course, 
through  the  secretaries  and  under  secre- 
taries, and  an  enormous  staff  of  clerks 
connected  with    the  Chief  Secretary's 
Department.     This  private  secretary  of 
his  will  have  nothing  to  do  except  to 
attend  to  social  matters.  I  want  to  have 
some  indication  of  what  the  duties  of 
this  man  are.    In  the  first  place,  he  may 
direct  the  invitations  to  the  Castle  balls. 
Then  he  may  be  employed  in  writing 
love-letters  for  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  or 
else  in  looking  after  his  betting-books — 
a  matter  of  very  great  importanoe,  no 
doubt ;  but  I  do  not  see  why  this  House 
should  be  asked  to  pay  for  it.     We  are 
entitled  to  have  some  details  as  to  what 
the  duties  are  of  the  man  who  is  paid 
this  salary.     In  order  to  raise  this  ques- 
tion, I  beg  to  move  to  reduce  the  Vote 
by  the  sum  of  £829,  the  amount  of  the 
salary  of  this  private  secretary. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
''That  Item  A — for  Salaries — be  re- 
duced by  £829,  for  the  Salary  of  the 
Private  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
and  his  Clerks."— (ifr.  Dilhn.) 
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Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  I  will  not  com- 
mont,  Mr.  Courtney,  on  the  taste  of  the 
last  few  observations  which  fell  from  the 
hon.  Member  for  East  Mayo  (Mr.  Dillon) 
in  attacking  a  man  who  is  not  here  to 
defend  himself ;  but  I  will  endeavour  to 
explain  to  the  Committee  as  well  as  I 
can  a  matter  which  I  should  have 
thought  would  not  require  a  very  long 
explanation.  The  hon.  Gentleman  asks 
what  are  the  duties  of  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant. They  are  of  two  kinds,  both  of 
them  important  and  onerous.  The 
Lord  Lieutenant  is  a  Member  of  the 
Government  of  Ireland,  and,  as  such,  he 
is  cognizant  of  all  the  acts  of  the 
Government  of  Ireland.  He  is  consulted, 
and  has  considerable  authority  as  to  the 
policy  pursued  by  the  Government  of 
Ireland.  Hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  will 
not  think  the  Government  of  Ireland  is 
so  easy,  and  its  details  so  few  and  simple, 
that  anybody  in  the  high  and  respon- 
sible position  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
can  be  said  in  that  respect  to  hold  a 
sinecure.  Besides  these  functions,  he 
has  great  social  duties  to  perform. 
[Ironical  cheers  and  laughter,']  Hon. 
Gentlemen  may  object  to  the  peforn^ 
ance  of  such  duties ;  but  they  will 
hardly  deny  that  if  they  are  to  be  per- 
formed they  bring  with  them  no  small 
degree  of  labour  and  responsibility. 
When  any  man  has  to  perform  duties 
which  I  have  thus  described,  it  is  per- 
fectly absurd  to  say  that  he  has  not  a 
right  to  such  clerical  assistance  in  the 
shape  of  these  private  secretaries  and 
others  as  he  may  require.  Every  hon. 
Gentleman  who  has  had  anything  to  do 
with  official  life  must  know  that  it  is 
absurd  to  ask  the  Lord  Lieutenant  or 
anyone  else  to  depend  upon  the  ordinary 
clerks  of  a  public  office.  There  is  a 
vast  amount  of  correspondence  of  a  very 
conQdential  kind,  which  must  be  dealt 
with  by  a  man  in  the  position  of  the 
Lord  Lieutenant ;  and  just  as  any  other 
Minister  of  State  requires  a  private 
secret arv,  so  does  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
require  one,  and  ought  to  have  one. 
The  hon.  and  learned  Member  for  North 
Longford  (Mr.  T.  M.  Healy)  appeared 
to  insinuate  that  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
did  not  perform  the  duties  I  have  de- 
scribed. The  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man is  entirely  in  error.  I  am  the 
person  best  capable  in  this  House  of 
j  udging  how  much  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
does,  and  ever  since  I  held  my  Office  I 


have  received  constant  advice  and  assist* 
ance  from  him  in 

Dr.  TANNEE  :  Is  that  why  he  is 
always  in  England  ? 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  In  all  the 
details  of  affairs  in  Ireland. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY :  How  many  days 
has  he  spent  in  Ireland  ? 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  do  not 
believe  the  Office  has  ever  been  filled 
more  efficiently  than  now.  [Laugh- 
ter.'] Hon.  Members  may  take  excep- 
tion to  that  statement;  but  I  am  not 
aware  that  their  sources  of  information 
are  so  good  as  mine.  The  hon.  and 
learned  Member  for  North  Longford 
(Mr.  T.  M.  Healy)  spoke  upon  the 
question  raised  previously  in  the 
debate  as  to  the  chaplain  of  the  Esta- 
blished Church. 

Mr.  T.  M.  healy  :  Not  the  Esta- 
blished Church. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  mean  the 
Disestablished  Church.  That  same 
question  was  raised  last  year  by  hon. 
Members  below  the  Gangway,  when 
Lord  Aberdeen,  a  Presbyterian,  was 
Lord  Lieutenant;  but  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Newcastle- 
upon-Tyne  (Mr.  John  Morley),  who  was 
then  Chief  Secretary,  and  who  is  not — 
so  far  as  I  am  aware — an  ardent  mem- 
ber of  the  Church  of  England  or  of 
Ireland,  stated  his  opinion  that  the  Vote 
should  be  passed  in  its  present  form ; 
and  if  that  was  so  when  he  was  Chief 
Secretary,  and  when  Lord  Aberdeen 
was  Lord  Lieutenant,  I  need  only  say 
that  any  argument  he  used  has  double 
force  under  the  circumstances  in  which 
we  now  find  ourselves. 

Dr.  tanner  :  My  hon.  Friend  has 
asked  why  this  large  sum  of  money  is 
to  be  paid  by  the  State.  We  object  to 
it  as  a  mockery,  and  as  an  underhand 
means  of  imposing  on  the  people.  We 
find  very  large  salaries  paid,  many  of 
these  gentlemen  receiving  £200  a-year 
each ;  and  many  of  them  having  only 
literary  nous  enough  to  attend  at  State 
balls  in  evening  clothes  with  light  blue 
facings.  They  are  very,  very  nice— I 
remember  that  the  hon.  Member  for 
Antrim  looked  dovvnright  handsome  in 
them.  We  do  not  object  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  being  allowed  a  private 
secretary,  but  we  object  to  his  being 
paid  so  inordinate  a  salary.  I  think  I 
am  entitled  to  ask  for  the  assistance  of 
the  right  hon.   Gentleman  the   First 
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knows,  Lord  Londonderry  sat  for  years 
in  this  House,  and  he  never  made  a 
speech.  I  know,  of  course,  that  that  is 
only  a  negative ;  but  if,  when  he  had 
no  private  secretary,  he  made  no  speeches, 
it  is  only  fair  to  assume  now  that  he  has 
a  private  secretary,  and  does  make 
speeches,  that  the  private  secretary 
writes  them  for  him.  Mr.  Mulhall,  the 
private  secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant, is  a  clever  gentleman,  who  ac- 
companies the  Lord  Lieutenant  on  all 
his  tours,  and  as  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
does  not  undertake  the  responsibility  of 
writing  his  own  speeches  himself,  they 
are  written  for  him  by  Mr.  Mulhall. 
Certainly,  they  are  speeches  we  do  not 
greatly  admire,  because  they  are  speeches 
which  are  opposed  to  the  views  and 
wishes  of  the  Irish  people,  and  they 
are  generally  speeches  with  a  political 
tinge.  But  what  I  maintain  is  that  any 
person  who  is  appointed  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  ought  to  be  intelligent 
enough  to  make  his  own  speeches.  He 
ought  to  be  intelligent  enough,  at  any 
rate,  to  write  his  own  speeches. 

An  hon.  Membek  :  Oh,  dear  no ;  that 
is  not  at  all  necessary. 

Mr.  sexton  :  Then,  at  any  rate,  he 
ought  to  be  intelligent  enough  to  make  his 
speeches  without  writing  them.  I  know 
my  hon.  Friend  below  the  Gangway, 
who  interpolated  a  remark  just  now, 
comes  from  that  part  of  the  country 
where  these  speeches  are  delivered.  All 
I  contend  is,  that  if  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
is  incapable  of  making  the  speeches  he 
delivers,  or  any  part  of  them,  that  the 
man  who  does  make  them  for  him  ought 
to  receive  this  £20,000  a-year. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  only  rise 
for  the  purpose  of  correcting  an  error 
into  which  the  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  West  Belfast  has  fallen 
with  reference  to  the  events  which  pre- 
ceded the  recent  Proclamation.  It  is 
perfectly  true  that,  on  the  afternoon 
when  I  arrived  at  Dublin  for  the  pur- 
pose of  consulting  certain  officials,  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  was  not  in  Ireland.  So 
far  the  hon.  Member  is  correct.  It  is 
also  true  that  the  Lord  Lieutenant  did 
not  arrive  until  the  next  morning ;  but 
the  hon.  Member  assumes,  without  any 
justification  whatever,  and  in  contradic- 
tion to  the  real  facts  of  the  case,  that 
everything  was  settled  before  the  Lord 
Lieutenant's  arrival,  and  that  he  had 
nothing  to   do   except  to   give   official 

Mr,  Sexton 


sanction  to  a  plan  already  arranged. 
That  assertion  is  entirely  without  founda- 
tion. At  12  o'clock  on  the  day  of  the 
arrival  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant  I  had  an 
interview  with  His  Excellency,  and  dis- 
cussed the  matter  with  him  before  the 
sitting  of  the  Privy  Council. 

Mr.  SEXTON  :  Then  I  will  complete 
my  statement.  The  Lord  Lieutenant 
arrived  in  Ireland  on  Saturday  morning; 
he  turned  up  on  Saturday  afternoon, 
and  attended  a  meeting  of  the  Privy 
Council. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  That  is  en- 
tirely contrary  to  the  fact. 

Mr.  SEXTON:  Did  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  before  the  Proclamations 
were  agreed  to,  consult  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant in  regard  to  them  ? 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  Yes.  Sir;  and 
I  saw  His  Excellency  at  the  Privy 
Council,  and  discussed  the  question 
there. 

Mr.  sexton  :  Did  the  interview  be- 
tween  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  result  in  any 
alteration  of  the  arrangements  which 
were  made? 

The  CHAIRMAN:  Order,  order! 
The  hon.  Member  is  not  in  Order  in 
catechizing  the  right  hon.  Gentleman. 

Mr.  HALLEY  STEWART  (Lincoln- 
shire,  Spalding) :  The  Motion  before 
the  Committee  is  to  reduce  the  Vote  by 
£829,  the  sum  allowed  to  the  private 
secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  and  I 
think  we  are  entitled  to  appeal  to  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary for  information  to  enable  us  to 
j  udge  whether  the  payment  of  so  large 
a  sum  is  justifiable.  We  have  had  a 
statement  that  the  private  secretary  has 
purely  decorative  work  to  perform  in 
the  secretary's  office ;  but  if  the  private 
secretary  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Chief  Secretary  is  well  paid  with  a 
salary  of  £400  a-year,  I  do  not  see  why 
the  private  secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant should  receive  more  than  double 
that  amount.  The  secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant,  whose  duties  are  simply  con- 
nected with  the  hospitality  of  the  Vice- 
regal Lodge  in  the  Phoenix  Park,  cer- 
tainly ought  not  to  receive  so  enormous 
a  salary  as  £829  a-year.  Knowing  how 
the  public  expenditure  has  a  tendency 
to  grow,  I  think  it  is  the  duty  of  Mem- 
bers of  this  House  to  look  into  old- 
established  salaries  and  customs  in  Ire- 
land,   in  order  to   see  to  what  point 
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they  may  be  able  to  reduce  them  ;  and  I 
am  further  of  opinion  that  on  this  side  of 
tlie  House,  at  all  events,  we  are  bound 
to  bring  whatever  criticism  we  can  to 
bear  upon  them,  with  a  view  of  re- 
ducing the  public  expenditure  to  a  lower 
level  than  that  at  which  it  now  stands. 
I.  for  one,  intend  to  vote  for  a  reduc- 
tion of  this  salary,  and  I  think  it  is 
quite  evident  that  the  private  secretary 
to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  cannot  be  en- 
titled to  more  than  the  sum  of  £400 
a- year,  which  is  paid  to  the  responsible 
private  secretary  to  the  Chief  Secretary 
for  Ireland. 

Mr.    EDWARD     HABRINQTON 
(Kerry,  W.):  Speaking  of  the  onerous 
duties  which    the  Lord   Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  has  to  discharge,  I  think  the 
whole   performance    of    the  Executive 
Government  of  Ireland  partakes,  in  a 
great  measure,  of  the  histrionic  charac- 
ter. SThere  is  a  great  deal  of  play  in  the 
whole  thing  ;  and  just  as,  on  the  stage, 
it  is  very  easy  to  get  a  man  to  act  a 
lord,  it  is  just  as  hard  to  get  one  to  act 
a  costermonger.     The   same  thing  ap- 
plies to  the  Irish  Government.  As  every- 
one knows,  the  easiest  character  to  per- 
form in  the  Government  of  Ireland  is 
that  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant,   and,  for 
fear  the  Lord  Lieutenant  should  not  be 
able  to  perform  the  functions  he  is  re- 
quired to   discharge  in  Ireland,  he  is 
provided  with  a  private  secretary.  There 
are  few  hon.  Members  in   this  House 
who  know,  from  personal  observation, 
what  is  the  ordinary  routine  of  the  Lord 
Lieutenant's  life  in  Ireland  better  than 
I  do  ;  and  it  certainly  seems  to  me  that 
all  the  present  Lord  Lieutenant  has  ever 
done   in   Ireland   has    been    to   attend 
photographic  galleries  with  his  lady,  to 
be  present  at  flower  shows  and  cricket 
matches,    and   perform   other   arduous 
duties  of  the  same  kind.  No  doubt,  these 
things  are  very  well  in  themselves,  and 
may  stimulate  the  loyalty  of  the  people 
of  Ireland,  especially  if  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant happens  to  be  a  handsome  man. 
It  certainly  stimulates  the  loyalty  of  the 
ladies  of  Ireland ;  but  where,  in  Ireland, 
you  have  thousands  and  thousands  of 
persons  driven  out  upon  the  roadside, 
who  are  actually  starving,  as  the  Ke- 
presentative  of  West  Kerry  I  can  con- 
lidentially  assure  the  Committee  that  it 
is  a  very  poor  consolation  to  my  con- 
stituents, who  are  victims  of  the  action 
of   the  Government  which    the  Lord 


Lieutenant  represents  to  find  that  they 
can  occasionally  get  a  photograph  of 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  sent  down  to  them. 
This  Vote,  however,  is  not  for  the  Lord 
Lieutenant,  but  for  the  private  secretary 
to  Lord  Londonderry.  I  think  this  is 
not  the  first  occasion  on  which  we  have 
had  a  sort  of  Parliamentary  discussion 
upon  private  secretaries  and  their  duties. 
The  present  Government  seem  to  have  a 
mania  for  this  sort  of  thing.  They  have 
private  secretaries  everywhere  in  refer- 
ence to  Ireland.  There  are  private 
secretaries  three  deep.  The  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant has  a  private  secretary,  the  Chief 
Secretary  has  a  private  secretary,  the 
Under  Secretary  has  a  private  secre- 
tary, and  then  there  is  an  Assistant 
Secretary  to  the  Chief  Secretary.  We, 
who  know  something  of  Ireland,  and  its 
requirements,  cannot  appreciate  the  work 
they  do,  even  if  the  money  they  receive 
in  the  shape  of  salaries  were  not  to 
come  out  of  our  own  pockets.  I  do  not 
see  why,  if  the  money  were  to  come  out 
of  other  people's  pockets,  they  should 
be  called  upon  to  pay  for  work  which  is 
really  not  done.  I  want  to  have  this 
fact  emphasized.  I  think  the  Irish  tax- 
payer has  to  pay  penny  for  penny,  and 
halfpenny  for  halfpenny,  equally  with 
the  British  taxpayer  for  this  expendi- 
ture. 

An  hon.  Member:  It  is  highway 
robbery. 

Me.  EDWARD  HARRINGTON: 
Yes,  certainly;  highway  robbery  all 
round,  I  believe.  Now,  the  private 
secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  is 
located  in  a  certain  corner  of  the  Castle 
yard,  which  enjoys  a  peculiar  name. 
Now,  **  God's  acre,"  we  all  know,  is  the 
good  old  Saxon  phrase ;  but  hon.  Mem« 
bers  will  be  astonished  to  hear  that  in 
this  case  the  private  secretary's  office  is 
situated  in  what  is  called  the  *^  Devil's 
Half-Acre,"  and  the  ''Devil's  Half- 
Acre  "  is  as  well  known  as  Nelson's 
Pillar,  or  anything  of  that  kind  in 
Dublin.  The  phrase  ''Devil's  Half- 
Acre  "  represents  the  idea  of  the  people 
that  the  work  done  there  will  not  bear 
the  light — that  it  is  work  which,  in 
reality,  shuns  the  light.  I  am  afraid 
that  as  long  as  the  people  make  use  of 
these  odious  names,  and  have  such  ideas 
in  their  minds  in  regard  to  the  duties 
and  functions  of  your  private  secre- 
taries, a,ni  the  perionnel  01  the  Govern- 
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knows,  Lord  Londonderry  sat  for  years 
in  this  House,  and  he  never  made  a 
speech.  I  know,  of  course,  that  that  is 
only  a  negative  ;  but  if,  when  he  had 
no  private  secretary,  he  made  no  speeches, 
it  is  only  fair  to  assume  now  that  he  has 
a  private  secretary,  and  does  make 
speeches,  that  the  private  secretary 
writes  them  for  him.  Mr.  Mulhall,  the 
private  secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant, is  a  clever  gentleman,  who  ac- 
companies the  Lord  Lieutenant  on  all 
his  tours,  and  as  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
does  not  undertake  the  responsibility  of 
writing  his  own  speeches  himself,  they 
are  written  for  him  by  Mr.  Mulhall. 
Certainly,  they  are  speeches  we  do  not 
greatly  admire,  because  they  are  speeches 
which  are  opposed  to  the  views  and 
wishes  of  the  Irish  people,  and  they 
are  generally  speeches  with  a  political 
tinge.  But  what  I  maintain  is  that  any 
person  who  is  appointed  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  ought  to  be  intelligent 
enough  to  make  his  own  speeches.  He 
ought  to  be  intelligent  enough,  at  any 
rate,  to  write  his  own  speeches. 

An  hon.  Member  :  Oh,  dear  no ;  that 
is  not  at  all  necessary. 

Mr.  sexton  :  Then,  at  any  rate,  he 
ought  to  be  intelligent  enough  to  make  his 
speeches  without  writing  them.  I  know 
my  hon.  Friend  below  the  Gangway, 
who  interpolated  a  remark  just  now, 
comes  from  that  part  of  the  country 
where  these  speeches  are  delivered.  All 
I  contend  is,  that  if  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
is  incapable  of  making  the  speeches  he 
delivers,  or  any  part  of  them,  that  the 
man  who  does  make  them  for  him  ought 
to  receive  this  £20,000  a-year. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUE  :  I  only  rise 
for  the  purpose  of  correcting  an  error 
into  which  the  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  West  Belfast  has  fallen 
with  reference  to  the  events  which  pre- 
ceded the  recent  Proclamation.  It  is 
perfectly  true  that,  on  the  afternoon 
when  I  arrived  at  Dublin  for  the  pur- 
pose of  consulting  certain  officials,  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  was  not  iu  Ireland.  So 
far  the  hon.  Member  is  correct.  It  is 
also  true  that  the  Lord  Lieutenant  did 
not  arrive  until  the  next  morning ;  but 
the  hon.  Member  assumes,  without  any 
justification  whatever,  and  in  contradic- 
tion to  the  real  facts  of  the  case,  that 
everything  was  settled  before  the  Lord 
Lieutenant's  arrival,  and  that  he  had 
nothing  to   do   except  to   give   official  I 

Mr.  Sexton 


sanction  to  a  plan  already  arranged. 
That  assertion  is  entirely  without  founda- 
tion. At  12  o'clock  on  the  day  of  the 
arrival  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant  I  had  an 
interview  with  His  Excellency,  and  dis- 
cussed the  matter  with  him  before  the 
sitting  of  the  Privy  Council. 

Mr.  sexton  :  Then  I  will  complete 
my  statement.  The  Lord  Lieutenant 
arrived  in  Ireland  on  Saturday  morning; 
he  turned  up  on  Saturday  afternoon, 
and  attended  a  meeting  of  the  Privy 
Council. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  That  is  en- 
tirely contrary  to  the  fact. 

Mr.  sexton  :  Did  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  before  the  Proclamations 
were  agreed  to,  consult  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant in  regard  to  them  ? 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  Yes.  Sir;  and 
I  saw  His  Excellency  at  the  Privy 
Council,  and  discussed  the  question 
there 

Mr.  sexton  :  Did  the  interview  be- 
tween  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  result  in  any 
alteration  of  the  arrangements  which 
were  made? 

The  CHAIRMAN:  Order,  order! 
The  hon.  Member  is  not  in  Order  in 
catechizing  the  right  hon.  Gentleman. 

Mr.  HALLEY  STEWART  (Lincoln- 
shire,  Spalding) :  The  Motion  before 
the  Committee  is  to  reduce  the  Vote  by 
£829,  the  sum  allowed  to  the  private 
secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  and  I 
think  we  are  entitled  to  appeal  to  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary for  information  to  enable  us  to 
judge  whether  the  payment  of  so  large 
a  sum  is  justifiable.  We  have  bad  a 
statement  that  the  private  secretary  has 
purely  decorative  work  to  perform  in 
the  secretary's  office ;  but  if  the  private 
secretary  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Chief  Secretary  is  well  paid  with  a 
salary  of  £400  a-year,  I  do  not  see  why 
the  private  secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant should  receive  more  than  double 
that  amount.  The  secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant,  whose  duties  are  simply  con- 
nected with  the  hospitality  of  the  Vice- 
regal Lodge  in  the  Phoenix  Park,  cer- 
tainly ought  not  to  receive  so  enormous 
a  salary  as  £829  a-year.  Knowing  how 
the  public  expenditure  has  a  tendency 
to  grow,  I  think  it  is  the  duty  of  Mem- 
bers of  this  House  to  look  into  old- 
established  salaries  and  customs  in  Ire- 
land,   in  order  to   see  to  what  point 
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they  may  be  able  to  reduce  them  ;  and  I 
am  further  of  opinion  that  on  this  side  of 
the  House,  at  all  events,  we  are  bound 
to  bring  whatever  criticism  we  can  to 
bear  upon  them,  with  a  view  of  re- 
ducing the  public  expenditure  to  a  lower 
level  than  that  at  which  it  now  stands. 
I,  for  one,  intend  to  vote  for  a  reduc- 
tion of  this  salary,  and  I  think  it  is 
quite  evident  that  the  private  secretary 
to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  cannot  be  en- 
titled to  more  than  the  sum  of  £400 
a- year,  which  is  paid  to  the  responsible 
private  secretary  to  the  Chief  Secretary 
for  Ireland. 

Mr.  EDWARD  HABRINQTON 
(Kerry,  W.):  Speaking  of  the  onerous 
duties  which  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  has  to  discharge,  I  think  the 
whole  performance  of  the  Executive 
Government  of  Ireland  partakes,  in  a 
great  measure,  of  the  histrionic  charac- 
ter. JThere  is  a  great  deal  of  play  in  the 
whole  thing  ;  and  just  as,  on  the  stage, 
it  is  very  easy  to  get  a  man  to  act  a 
lord,  it  is  just  as  hard  to  get  one  to  act 
a  costermonger.  The  same  thing  ap- 
plies to  the  Irish  Government.  As  every- 
one knows,  the  easiest  character  to  per- 
form in  the  Government  of  Ireland  is 
that  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  and,  for 
fear  the  Lord  Lieutenant  should  not  be 
able  to  perform  the  functions  he  is  re- 
quired to  discharge  in  Ireland,  he  is 
provided  with  a  private  secretary.  There 
are  few  hon.  Members  in  this  House 
who  know,  from  personal  observation, 
what  is  the  ordinary  routine  of  the  Lord 
Lieutenant's  life  in  Ireland  better  than 
I  do  ;  and  it  certainly  seems  to  me  that 
all  the  present  Lord  Lieutenant  has  ever 
done  in  Ireland  has  been  to  attend 
photographic  galleries  with  his  lady,  to 
be  present  at  flower  shows  and  cricket 
matches,  and  perform  other  arduous 
duties  of  the  same  kind.  No  doubt,  these 
things  are  very  well  in  themselves,  and 
may  stimulate  the  loyalty  of  the  people 
of  Ireland,  especially  if  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant happens  to  be  a  handsome  man. 
It  certainly  stimulates  the  loyalty  of  the 
ladies  of  Ireland ;  but  where,  in  Ireland, 
you  have  thousands  and  thousands  of 
persons  driven  out  upon  the  roadside, 
who  are  actually  starving,  as  the  Re- 
presentative of  West  Kerry  I  can  con- 
lidentially  assure  the  Committee  that  it 
is  a  very  poor  consolation  to  my  con- 
stituents, who  are  victims  of  the  action 
of   the  Government  which    the  Lord 


Lieutenant  represents  to  find  that  they 
can  occasionally  get  a  photograph  of 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  sent  down  to  them. 
This  Vote,  however,  is  not  for  the  Lord 
Lieutenant,  but  for  the  private  secretary 
to  Lord  Londonderry.  I  think  this  is 
not  the  first  occasion  on  which  we  have 
had  a  sort  of  Parliamentary  discussion 
upon  private  secretaries  and  their  duties. 
The  present  Government  seem  to  have  a 
mania  for  this  sort  of  thing.  They  have 
private  secretaries  everywhere  in  refer- 
ence to  Ireland.  There  are  private 
secretaries  three  deep.  The  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant has  a  private  secretary,  the  Ohief 
Secretary  has  a  private  secretary,  the 
Under  Secretary  has  a  private  secre- 
tary, and  then  there  is  an  Assistant 
Secretary  to  the  Chief  Secretary.  We, 
who  know  something  of  Ireland,  and  its 
requirements,  cannot  appreciate  the  work 
they  do,  even  if  the  money  they  receive 
in  the  shape  of  salaries  were  not  to 
come  out  of  our  own  pockets.  I  do  not 
see  why,  if  the  money  were  to  come  out 
of  other  people's  pockets,  they  should 
be  called  upon  to  pay  for  work  which  is 
really  not  done.  I  want  to  have  this 
fact  emphasized.  I  think  the  Irish  tax- 
payer has  to  pay  penny  for  penny,  and 
halfpenny  for  halfpenny,  equally  with 
the  British  taxpayer  for  this  expendi- 
ture. 

An  hon.  Member:  It  is  highway 
robbery. 

Me.  EDWARD  HARRINGTON: 
Yes,  certainly;  highway  robbery  all 
round,  I  believe.  Now,  the  private 
secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  is 
located  in  a  certain  corner  of  the  Castle 
yard,  which  enjoys  a  peculiar  name. 
Now,  **  God's  acre,"  we  all  know,  is  the 
good  old  Saxon  phrase ;  but  hon.  Mem- 
bers will  be  astonished  to  hear  that  in 
this  case  the  private  secretary's  office  is 
situated  in  what  is  called  the  '^Devil's 
Half-Acre,"  and  the  ''Devil's  Half- 
Acre  "  is  as  well  known  as  Nelson's 
Pillar,  or  anything  of  that  kind  in 
Dublin.  The  phrase  **  Devil's  Half- 
Acre  "  represents  the  idea  of  the  people 
that  the  work  done  there  will  not  bear 
the  light — that  it  is  work  which,  in 
reality,  shuns  the  light.  I  am  afraid 
that  as  long  as  the  people  make  use  of 
these  odious  names,  and  hiave  such  ideas 
in  their  minds  in  regard  to  the  duties 
and  functions  of  your  private  secre- 
taries, and  the  penonnel  of  the  Govern- 
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ment  of  Ireland,  the  more  jaa  etir  these  to  the  spirit  of  the  age  in  which  ve  ue 

inatterH  up  the  more  'inBaTOury  effluvia  living,  and  is  a  direct  insnlt  to  the  gnat 

you  will  get   from   them.     I  am  quite  body  of  the  Catholic  people  of  Ireland. 

satiflG'^d    that    if    these    matters    irere  We  have  been  dedrons,  as  far  as  «4 

fairly  discuBsed  in  the  light  of  day,  end  possibly  could,  to  remove  all    ngns  of 

faoD.  Members  would  come  in  to  discuss  inequality  in  regard  to  religions  matten 

them  with  the  minds  of  impartial  jurors,  in    Ireland  ;    and    the    time    has  nov 

a  clean  sweep  would  soon  bs  made.    If  arrived,  I  think,  when  ve  afaoald  get  rid 

there  were  really  a  desire  to  pass  an  of  this  Vote,  which,  as  I  hare  said,  is 

honest    and    discrimi Dating    judgment  not  only  an  insnlt  to  the  Catholic  pops- 

npon  this  Vote,  I  believe  it  might  be  lation     of    Ireland,  bnt    an    insult  to 

reduced  by  three- fourths.  the  Ghriatian  religion  it«e1f .     Christian 

Ub.    HABJOBIBANEH    (Berwick-  people  beliere  in  the  oarryiag  out  of 

shiro) :  May  I  make  an  appeal  to  hon.  their  principles  by  Tolnntaiy  means,  and 

Members  below  the  Gangway  to  come  to  not  by  oompulsion.     Any  religion  which 

a    decision  ?    The   line    of    argument  wants  to  be  maintained  by  compolstoa 

taken  up  by  hon.  Members  is  certainly  is  not  worth  preserving.     Tkerefon,  I 

a  singular  one,  so  for  as  the  salary  of  believe  that  this  Vote  is  not   only  an 

the  Lord  Lieutenant's  private  secretary  insult  to  the  Catholics  of  Ireland,  but 

is  concerned.     Surely,  if  the  Lord  Lieu-  also  an  insult  to  religion  itself.     Eveiy- 

tenant  is  incapable  he  ought  to  have  an  body  connected  with  the  Vote  appears  to 

exceedingly  good  private  secretary,  who  be    paid.     The    ohaplain,  the  reading 

should  be  well  paid.     I  have  bad  some  clerks,  and  rarious  other  persona,  receive 

experience  of  the  work  which  a  private  salaries ;  the  only  perw>aa  who  are  left 

secretary  has  to  perform,  having  had  a  out  in  the  cold  are  the  congregation, 

father-in-law  and  a  brother-in-law  who  Now,  I  think  that  if  anybody  on^t  to 

were  Lord  Lieutenants,  and  I  know  that  be  paid  it  ia  the  congregation.    Every 

the  work  which  a  private  secretary  has  person  connected  with  this  small  Eetao- 


to  do  is  not  only  hard  work,  but  requ 
an  experienced  and  capable  man. 

Question  put. 

The  Oommitteo  divided: — Ayes  GO; 
Noes  115:  Majority  S5.— (Div.  List, 
No.  436.)  [5.35  p.m.] 

Original  Question  again  proposed. 

Mb.  HANDEL  COSSHAM  (Brietol, 


[ishment  receives  payment  for  their  ser- 
vices ;  but,  nevertheiess,  th«  attendance 
of  worshippers  is  very  small  indeed. 
Tliere  ia  another  argument  in  favour  of 
getting  rid  of  this  payment — namely, 
that  these  are  not  days  of  extravagance. 
We  have  been  told  ad  nmuMm  of  the 
poverty  of  Ireland,  and  yet  we  see  this 
great    waste    of     money.      The    taxes 


E.) :  I  b«e  10  mow  Iho  r.duotion  of  tli   °"'  "'  'l"*  Iku  ■'•»  ••  fl  "o"  *?" 
■'■' '.      •      ?>  - .  the  pockets  of  the  people ;  and  I  tmnk 


Vote   by  the   sum  of   £789,  being  the 


.mount  of  til,  ..l.ryand  dlo.anc.  «  "  ''.?''  '"»'  "■*'  '"k  o.lri«MUt 
oonnettBd  with  the  Chapel  Royal.  lou,-  "poufitore  wa.  put  a  rfop  to  Ithm- 
much  a.  I'arliamont  ha.  aeitroyod  th.    '"f  ''■B,?  move  the  i^uot.onot  th. 


l'c?rna'°l'ai'ot   ™''  ''?"'•  •""°'  *"'>  »»dIhop. 

'  the  Committee  will  support  me,  so  that 

we  may,  at  least,  remove  one  standing 

grievance   which    exists    between     the 

people  of  Ireland  and  of  this  oonnby. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

"That    Item    0— £789,    Salaries    and 

ily  to  political    Allowances,   Chapel — be  omitted  from 

animosities.     I  cannot    the    proposed    Vote."  —  {Sir.     Simdtl 


Eatablished  Cliurch  in 
opinion  that    all  the   appendages 
ncuted  with  that  Church  should  cease  to 
exist,    and    this    is    one    of    them.     I 
beliovo  that  it  bus  been  of  groat  advan- 
tage to  Ireland  to  have  got  rid  of  the 
EstablJHbed     Church,    sooing    that    itn 
exiatonoe  m 
but  to 


i  what  defouco  cau  bo  made  for  oon- 
tinuiog  this  Vote  so  long  as  thero  is  nc 
Established  Ciiurcli  in  Ireland.     That 
one  ronson  why  I  ehnll  niovo 
tion  of  ihu  Vote.     Hut  thoro  is  another 
ground    also— immely,  that    thie    is   i 
standing  insult  to  the  majority  of   thi 
people  of   Ireland,  wl'-  — » 
know,  Itoman  CaU 
Mr.  Jidieard . 


Cosiham.) 

CoLosBL   NOLAN  (Galway,  N.) :  I 

w  to  support  the  Motion  of  the  hon. 

roduc>    Mombor  for  East  Bristol  (Mr.  Oosaham) 

as  an  Irishman  and  a  uatholio,  and  I 

am   extremely  glad  that  it  has  ooma 

from  an  English  Member  and  a  Pro- 

T  £a"        ~*-jeolion  whatever 
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is  in  coDSODftDce  with  the  feelings  of  the 
people,  or  in  aocordance  with  the  reli- 
gion of  the  bulk  of  the  population ;  but, 
in  the  pressat  position  of  the  Irish 
Church,  I  think  there  are  practical 
objeotions  to  the  cootiDuance  of  this 
Vote.  There  is,  ia  reality,  no  oatabliahed 
staff  ia  oonnectton  with  the  Episcopalian 
Church  in  Ireland ;  but  so  long  as  this 
Chapel  Boyal  is  maintained!  am  afraid 
it  will  he  held  to  be  a  reason  why  the 
Prime  Minister  should  not  appoint  a 
Catholic  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland. 
It  would  help  to  do  away  with  one  of 
those  troublesome  questions  which  have 
a  tendency  to  prevent  a  Ministry  from 
selecting  the  beat  man  for  the  post.  I 
should  not  object  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
having  a  chaplain  at  a  salary  of  £200 
or  £300  a-yoar.  But  here  we  have  no 
less  than  eight  or  10  persons  with  eight 
or  10  different  interests  provided  for, 
whom  it  would  be  extremely  difficult 
to  disestablish  if  a  Catholic  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant were  appointed.  No  doubt  the 
chaplain  may  be  changed,  and  some 
other  person  appointed  ;  but  it  would  be 
very  difficult  to  get  rid  of  the  whole 
Establishment.  One  of  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenants, who  was  appointed  some  years 
ago,  was  popularly  supposed  not  to 
have  been  an  Episcopalian;  but  I  do 
not  know  what  his  actual  religion  was. 
The  existence  of  this  institution  did  not 
prevent  his  appointment ;  but  I  am  satis  ■ 
tied  that  it  would  prevent  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  Catholic  Lord  Lieutenant. 
In  my  opinion,  what  ought  to  be  done 
is  to  get  rid  of  this  Establishment,  and 
allow  the  Lord  Lieutenant  to  have  a 
chaplain  of  the  particular  denomination 
to  which  he  himself  belongs.  I  must 
any  that  this  item,  which  appears  annu- 
ally in  the  Votes,  is  a  relic  of  the  old 
system  of  ascendancy  in  Ireland,  and 
ought  to  be  abolished.  At  the  same 
time,  neither  I  nor  the  hon.  Member 
for  East  Bristol,  nor  any  Irish  Member, 
desires  to  he  at  all  hard  on  the  clergy- 
man who  is  now  discharging  the  duties 
of  chaplain.  We  think  that  if  the 
office  were  abolished  he  would  have  a 
clear  claim  to  compensation,  although  I 
am  not  able  to  say  what  he  ought  to  get. 
What  I  maintain  is,  that  the  Qovem- 
ment  ought  not  to  make  any  fresh  ap. 
pointments.  I  presume  that  they  will 
oarrj  this  Vote  against  us ;  but,  if 
"  r  ^°i  ^  ^°  ^°^  think  they  ought  to 
l_a  now  uppointmont  as  vacanciea 
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in  these  subordinate  offices  arise,  but 
they  should  leave  thorn  to  die  out.  It 
is  evident'that  this  Establishment  must 
some  day  or  other,  and  I  believe  very 
shortly,  be  got  rid  of.  [An  hon.  Mem- 
ber ;  No,  no!]  My  hon.  Friend 
opposite  who  says  "  No,  no  !  "  is  one  of 
those  who  is  determined  to  maintain  all 
true-blue  Conservative  principles.  I  am 
only  expressing  my  own  opinion.  I 
believe  that  the  Establishment  will  be 
abolished  shortly  ;  and,  seeing  that  the 
whole  bulk  of  the  Irish  Members  are 
against  keeping  it  up,  I  do  not  think 
any  fresh  appointments  ought  to  be 
made.  I  trust  that  the  Government  will 
make  some  reply  to  the  observations 
which  have  been  made,  in  order  to  show 
that  they  have  the  interests  of  the  coun- 
try, to  a  certain  extent,  at  heart. 

Ma.  M.  J.  KENNY  (Tyrone,  Mid.) : 
In  ray  opinion,  a  chaplain  should  be 
appointed  of  whatever  form  of  religion 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  for  the  time  being 
mar  profess.  I  would  put  it  to  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary, or  whoever  is  responsible  for  this 
Tote,  that  as  soon  as  the  gentleman  who 
now  holds  the  appointment  has  ceased 
to  occupy  it,  no  further  appointment 
should  be  made  by  the  Government,  but 
that  the  appointment  of  chaplain  should 
he  allowed  to  rest  with  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant himself.  It  appears  to  me  to  be 
an  insult  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  to  say 
that  he  must  have  a  chaplain  appointed 
by  the  Government  without  giving  him 
any  option  or  choice  in  the  matter. 
However,  there  can  be  no  great  economy 
in  saving  a  sum  of  £700  or  £800,  and 
therefore  I  do  not  see  the  advisability 
of  depriving  the  Lord  Lieutenant  for 
the  time  being  of  his  chaplain  ;  and 
certainly,  if  you  appoint  a  chaplain  and 
Bay  that  he  is  to  perform  certain  duties, 
he  ought  to  bo  paid  for  them.  Myonly 
contention  is  that  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
should  have  the  right  of  appointing  hia 
chaplain  himself.  Why  should  you  de- 
prive the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  the  right 
which  you  give  to  other  Members  of  the 
Government  of  appointing  their  own 
officials  7  If,  as  soon  as  the  present 
chaplain  ceases  to  hold  the  office,  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  for  the  time  being  is 
given  the  right  of  appointing  any  chap- 
Iain  he  thinks  fit,  he  can  then  appoint  a 
gentleman  of  his  own  religion. 

Da.  TANNER  (Cork  Co.,  Mid) :  I 
recollect  on  one  occasion  some  years  ago 
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going  to  this  Ohapel  Hoyal  in  the  lower 
Castle  Yard.  I  went  there  out  of  curi- 
osity. There  are  a  very  great  number 
of  churches  all  round.  In  one  direction 
and  about  25  yards  o£E  there  is  a  church, 
and  in  another  direction  I  found  another. 
The  Chapel  Boyal  is  also  quite  close  to 
Christ  Church.  Cathedral,  and,  in  point 
of  fact,  it  is  surrounded  by  a  number  of 
churches  in  different  directions.  Added 
to  that  is  the  fact  that  nobody  ever 
attends  the  services.  The  clergyman 
who  was  officiating  was  not  the  chaplain. 
As  a  rule  the  chaplain  is  too  grand  a 
personage  to  perform  the  duties  ;  there- 
fore he  gets  some  minor  clergyman  to 
do  them.  That  was  the  case  on  the 
occasion  to  which  I  refer,  and  I  can 
assure  the  House  that  upon  that  occasion 
there  were  not  12  people  in  the  church, 
the  majority  of  whom  were,  like  myself, 
attracted  by  curiosity.  I  mention  this 
fact  in  order  to  show  that  the  appoint- 
ment is  a  sham ;  and  bearing  that  fact  in 
mind  and  knowing  that  these  shams  are 
so  transparent,  and  that  the  people  are 
calling  loudly  for  the  exercise  of 
economy,  I,  as  an  Irish  Protostant, 
ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  do  away  with  this  last  relic 
of  the  old  ascendancy  system.  I,  as  an 
Irish  Protestant,  am  quite  satisfied  that 
the  religion  to  which  I  have  the  honour 
to  belong  has  been  vastly  and  materially 
improved  by  doing  away  with  the 
Established  Church.  I  would,  there- 
fore, ask  the  right  hon.  Qentleman 
to  get  rid  of  this  sham,  and  do  away 
with  this  relic  of  ascendancy,  by  which 
he  will  do  a  work  of  service  to  the  whole 
of  the  country,  and  especially  to  the 
taxpayers.  I  cannot  agree  in  one  re- 
mark which  was  made  by  my  hon.  Friend 
the  Member  for  Mid  Tyrone  (Mr.  M.  J. 
Kenny).  He  said  this  is  only  a  matter 
of  £700  or  £800,  and  therefore  it  was 
hardly  worth  considering;  but  we  all 
know  that  pence  make  shillings  and  that 
shillings  make  pounds,  and  it  is  not  be- 
cause an  item  is  small,  if  it  is  unjust  and 
extravagant,  that  it  should  be  allowed  to 
remain.  I  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
in  the  name  of  justice  and  common 
sense,  to  consent  to  the  demand  which 
has  been  made  upon  him. 

Mr.  HALLEY  STEWART  (Lincoln- 
shire,  Spalding) :  I  shall  vote  for  the 
reduction  of  this  amount  on  the  ground 
which  has  been  stated  by  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Mid  Cork  (Dr.  Tanner).     At  the 

J)r.  Tanner 


same  time,  I  should  like  to  vote  for  the 
amount  which  is  necessary  to  maintain 
the  building,  because  I  do  not  think  we 
should  allow  the  structure  itself  to  be 
neglected.  The  hon.  Member  for  Mid 
Tyrone  has  referred  to  the  smallness  of 
the  Vote ;  but  if  we  were  to  adopt  his 
principle,  and  were  to  allow  any  expen- 
diture to  be  lightly  passed  without  in- 
vestigation, we  must  inevitably  land  our- 
selves in  the  end  in  the  extravagance 
which  he  has  condemned.  I  rose  chiefly 
to  support  the  Motion  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  East  Bristol  (Mr.  Handel 
Cossham)  on  the  ground  that,  having 
got  rid  of  the  Ohuroh  Establishment  in 
Ireland,  it  is  high  time  that  we  should 
get  rid  of  this  last  relic  of  religious  in- 
equality in  that  country.  I  think  it 
would  do  good  to  the  Protestant  religion 
itself,  of  which  this  Vote  is  the  sole  re- 
maining official  champion.  It  would  also 
do  good  to  the  Boman  Catholic  religion, 
which  is  undoubtedly  insulted  by  voting 
this  official  expenditure  in  behalf  of  an 
alien  religion.  We  got  rid  20  years  ago 
of  the  Protestant  Episcopalian  Church 
as  the  Established  Church  of  Ireland, 
and  I  think  it  is  most  unfortunate  that 
the  Lord  Lieutenant's  salary  was  not 
then  increased  by  some  £500  or  £600  in 
order  that  he  might  himself  appoint  a 
chaplain,  if  it  is  desirable  for  him  to  have 
one,  so  that  there  should  be  no  longer 
any  official  recognition  of  the  Espiscopal 
Church.  This  is  one  of  the  anomalies 
in  Ireland  which  will  certainly  have  to 
be  removed  at  some  time  or  other.  On  the 
present  occasion  I  would  willingly  spare 
the  Committee  the  trouble  of  a  Division 
if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief 
Secretary  would  give  an  assurance  that 
there  should  be  no  further  appointment 
when  any  vacancy  arises.  Failing  an 
assurance  of  that  kind,  I  hope  that  the 
hon.  Member  for  East  Bristol  will  take 
a  Division  upon  the  Vote,  if  only  for  the 
purpose  of  entering  a  protest  against 
any  continuance  of  this  principle  of  re- 
ligious ascendancy  in  Ireland. 

Mr.  SEXTON  (Belfast,  W.) :  I  think 
we  are  entitled  to  some  reply  from  ^e 
Government,  who  are  bouna  to  jostify,  if 
they  can,  the  support  of  this  chaplainoy 
out  of  the  public  purse.  A  leekng  has 
arisen  against  paying  from  that  •oaroo 
for  the  ministration  of  any  partimilar 
creed.  The  last  Census  Betnms  Bhowed 
that  the  population  of  Lrdaiid  wms 
something    over    5,0(M),000|    of  lAon 
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640,000  wero  members  of  the  Irish 
Church,  4.000,000  Catholics,  who,  of 
course,  could  not  agree  to  pay  for  the 
religious  services  of  a  creed  to  which 
they  do  not  belong,  and  the  rest  is  made 
up  of  Presbyterians,  Independents, 
Baptists,  and  other  denominations,  be- 
sides 1,244  persons  who  refused  to  say 
that  they  belonged  to  any  denomination 
at  all.  This  chaplain  gets  £330  a-year, 
whereas  there  are  many  of  the  clergy 
of  Ireland  who  receive  £40  only,  and  I 
know  priests  who  have  scarcely  £30  a- 
year  to  live  upon.  While  that  is  so,  I 
certainly  object  to  the  chaplain  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  having  £330  a-year. 
Wo  must  recollect  that  it  is  not  long  ago 
that  religious  disabilities  were  done 
away  with  in  Ireland.  I  think  the  hon. 
Gentleman  who  spoke  a  few  minutes 
ago  made  a  suggestion  worthy  of  the 
consideration  of  the  Government  when 
he  said  that,  instead  of  allowing  this 
money  for  the  services  of  a  particular 
creed,  it  would  be  better  to  place  the 
amount  which  might  be  proper  at  the 
disposal  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  and 
leave  it  to  his  discretion  to  supply  him- 
self with  the  spiritual  aid  which  he  may 
think  necessary  for  himself.  I  hope  this 
will  be  done,  so  that  if  a  Presbyterian 
Lord  Lieutenant  comes  in  he  may  have 
the  means  of  supplying  himself  with  the 
ministrations  of  his  own  Church. 

Me.  MOLLOY  (King's  Co.,  Birr) : 
When  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Mem* 
ber  for  Newcastle-upon-Tyne  (Mr.  John 
Morley)  was  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland, 
he  was  opposed  to  this  Vote  on  the 
ground  that  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  who 
was  a  Presbyterian,  ought  to  have  the 
appointment  of  a  Presbyterian  minister; 
and  that  was  to  some  extent  admitted  by 
the  Predecessor  of  the  present  Chief 
Secretary  for  Ireland.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Newcastle- 
upon-Tyne  then  said  that  he  had  had  a 
communication  with  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant, who  stated  that  he  had  attended 
the  Episcopal  Church  and  had  derived 
benefit  from  so  doing.  Upon  that,  no 
one  objected  to  the  Vote  then  before  the 
Committee,  although  I  should  mention 
that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Mem- 
ber for  Newcastle-upon-Tyne  strongly 
guarded  himself  against  expressing  any 
approval  of  the  Vote.  Let  me  point  out 
a  reason  why  the  suggestion  of  my  hon. 
Friend  shoidd  be  accepted.  The  Lord 
Mayor  of  London  holds  a  dignified  and 


important  post.  He  has  his  chaplain, 
who  is  paid  for  out  of  the  taxation  of 
the  City  of  London  ;  but  the  Lord  Mayor 
always  appoints  a  minister  of  his  own 
Church,  and  no  one  has  ever  objected  to 
the  salary.  The  Sheriffs  of  London  also 
appoint  their  own  chaplains. 

Sir  ROBEBT  FOWLER  (London) : 
The  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  is  not 
quite  correct  in  one  part  of  his  state- 
ment. The  Sheriffs  of  London  appoint 
their  own  chaplains  ;  but  the  chaplain  of 
the  Lord  Mayor  is  always  a  member  of 
the  Church  of  England. 

Mr.  MOLLOY :  I  am  obliged  to  the 
hon.  Baronet.  I  remember  the  point 
now.  We  do  not  object  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  having  the  liberty  of  appoint* 
ment  to  the  fullest  extent ;  but  we  object 
now,  and  have  objected  for  several 
years,  that  you  should  force  upon  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  a  minister  who  is  not  a 
member  of  his  own  Church.  Take  your 
Vote  for  all  that  is  necessary  for  Divine 
Service  and  we  will  agree  to  it  for  all 
time  ;  but  do  not  compel  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant to  appoint  a  minister  of  a  creed 
different  from  his  own,  because  other- 
wise you  create  a  sinecure.  The  pro- 
posal we  make  is  exceedingly  reason- 
able, and  it  is,  in  my  opinion,  one  which 
the  Government  might  at  once  accept. 

Sir  ROBERT  FOWLER:  As  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  opposite 
probably  knows,  the  next  Lord  Mayor 
will  be  a  member  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church.  I  have  pointed  out  that  the 
Lord  Mayor  must  appoint  a  chaplain 
who  is  a  clergyman  of  the  Church  of 
England,  as  he  has  to  preach  in  the 
church  which  the  Corporation  attends 
officially.  With  regard  to  the  Sheriffs, 
the  appointment  is  entirely  a  question 
for  themselves. 

The  chief  SECRETARY  for  IRE- 
LAND (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour)  (Man- 
chester, E.) :  As  far  as  I  know  there  has 
been  but  one  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland 
who  has  belonged  to  any  other  creed 
than  that  of  the  Church  of  England, 
and  he  quite  approved  the  arrangement 
made  with  regard  to  the  chaplain.  Look- 
ing at  this  as  a  purely  abstract  question, 
there  is  no  doubt  that  the  chaplain 
ought  to  be  of  the  same  denomination 
as  the  Lord  Lieutenant.  Although  we 
think  that  no  alteration  should  be  made 
in  the  Vote  which  would  in  any  way 
interfere  with  Tested  interests,  I  am 
quite  ready  to  oondder  the  question  of 


507              Supply-^ Civil             {COMMONS}  Service  XiiimaUi.           508 

altering  the  form  in  which  the  Vote  Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  Yes. 

appears  on  the  Paper.  Mr.   SEXTON   (Belfast,   W.):    The 

Question  put,  and  negatived,  sum  of  money  is  certainly  not  large,  but 

Original  Question  again  proposed.  ^\^^« ''  a  principle  involved  here.  Those 

„  "  ,,^-r  T  ^tr  ,T^?    I     ^       T,.    N  '^ho  receive  those  distinctions  are  either 

Mr.  MOLLOY  (Kings  Co.,   Birr):  totally  unknown,  or  else  they  are  per- 

I  have  an  objection  to  the  Vote  for  the  go^g  ^^ose  pubUo  cai-eer  is  not  approved 

Insignia  of  the  Order  of  St.  Patrick,  on  ^   „  agreeable  to  the  people  of  Ireland, 

the  ground  that  these  honours  are  con-  ^nd  therefore  we  object  to  pay  any  part 

ferred  on  certain  noblemen,  not  for  any  ^f  the  expense  of  this  Order,  and,  more- 

service  done  to  their  countrymen,  but  o^^,  j  t^ink  the  Vote  is  unreasonable, 

simDlyfortheirownpersonaldigmty.  The  because,  if  they  pay  for  their  insignia 

noblemen  who  receive  these  distinctions  j^  t^e  first  instance,  why  should  they 

are,  as  a  rule,  perfectly  able  to  pay  for  n^t  also  pay  for  repairs  ?    I  do  not  know 

them ;   but  whether  they  are  or  not,  I  whether  these  insignia  are  so  ricketty  as 

think  that,  if  they  are  conferred  for  the  ^^          j^e  to  be  repaired  year   after 

sole  purposeofgivmgmen  greater  dignity  ^ut,  however    that    may  be,  I 

amongst  their  peers,  it  is  hard  that  the  should  have  less  objection  to  this  if  you 

taxpayers  of  the  country  should  be  asked  ^id  not  call  the  Order  by  the  name  of 

to  pay  for  them.    Now,  the  amount  is  gj  Patrick.    You  have  saints  in  Eng- 

very  small-it  is  only  £60  m  ail-but  j^nd  whose  names  you  could  use,  and 

the  principle  involved  is  one  which,  in  ^g  object  that  you  have  not  only  taken 

my  opinion,  the  House  ought  not  to  possession  of  our  country,  but  also  of 

recognize  year  after  year.    If  any  man  f^e  name  of  our  national  saint, 

in  the  Army  or  Navy  does  his  country  Colonkl  NOLAN  (Qalway,  N.):    I 

*..*''r'f '/°v-  "^'^'''*^  ^u^  ^nS^^""'   -^  also  object  to  this  item  of  the  Vote,  and 

attached     o  his  name,   this  House  is  ^^  ^jj^  slovenly  way  in  which  the  Esti- 

always  willing  to  pay  for  it;   but  the  mate  is  drawn.    The  Vote  says  that  the 

men  I  am  now  considering  are  asaru  e,  ^         j^  ^^  ^^e  Insignia  and  Banners 

unknown  in  political  hfeandinthePubhc  „f  st.  Patrick ;  but  the  right  hon.  Qen- 

Service  of  their  country;    and  I  have  ^^^^^  ^^^  chief  Secretary  for  Ireland 

m  my  mind  two  or  three  cases  m  which  3         j^  j^  ^^          ;„  ^^^^  ^    4^^^ 

this  honour  has  been  conferred  upon  Either  the  right  hon.  GenUeman  the 

men  who  are  utterly  unknown  in  this  chief  Secreta^is  right  and  the  Esti- 

country.     What  reason  is  there  for  the  ^^,^^^3  ^           -^^^  if^^^  j^^^,  i3  ^^ 

money  of  the  taxpayers  being  spent  on  j        ^^^  ty^  i,  obtaining  money 

their  insignia  ?    I  would  willingly  agree  ^^4^,  f^^^  statistics.    I  do  not  see  why 

to  this  in  the  case  of  public  servants  m  ^he  Knights  of  St.  Patrick  should  get 

the  Army  or  Navy;  but  m  the  particular  f,„^  ^^^      yic  purse  £60  a-year  for 

cases  before  us  are  we  not  entitled  to  emblazoningandrepairingtheir  insignia, 

ask  that  these  honours  should  be  paid  ^„j  certainly,  as  that  is  not  stated  on  the 

for  by  those  who  receive  them?  I  think  Estimate,  I  shall  not  allow  it  to  pass 

we  are,  and  therefore  move  that  the  ^itj^^ut  a  protest. 

Vote  be  reduced  by  the  sum  of  £60.  pj^  TANNER  (Cork  Co.,  Mid) :  This 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  £60  for  insignia  passes  my  oomprehen- 

"That  Item  E— Incidental   Expenses,  sion.    There  are  certainly  a  nnmber  of 

Office  of  Arms,  £60— be  omitted  from  stalls     which    are    allocated   to   these 

the  proposed  Vote."— (ifr.  Itolloi/.)  Knights,  and  a  lot  of  old  banners  whidi 

The     CHIEF     SECHETAEY     fob  are  placed  over  those  stalls.    One  of  the 

IRELAND  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour)  (Man-  great  honours  in  connection  with  this 

Chester,  E.):  I  hope  the  hon.  Gentleman  foolish  institution  of  the  Order  of  St. 

will  not  press  this  Amendment.    The  Patrick  is  its  antiquity.    We  know  that 

Knights  of  St.  Patrick  pay  large  fees  the  older  the  banners  of  these  inatita- 

when  they  have  this  honour  conferred  tions  the  more  they  are  revered;  and, 

upon  thorn,  and  havo  to  pay  for  the  therefore,   what  is  the  use  of  patting 

insignia  also.     This  Vote  is  simply  for  up  a  new  banner  on  the  occasion  of  an 

repairs.  instalment,  when  an  old  banner  would 

Mb.  HALLEY  STEWAET  (Lincoln-  do  as  well  ?  It  has  been  mentioned  that 

shire,  Spalding) :  Is  the  amount  actually  a  portion  of  the  insignia  conBists  of  am  old 

spent  ?  helmet  and  two  old  swoida  with  gilding 

JUr.  A.  J.  Balf> 
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on  them.  I  believe  that  ono  Knight  has 
Iteou  made  during  the  course  of  the  last 
two  or  three  months,  and  probably  the 
cost  of  his  tsfo  swords  and  holmet  will 
sot  appear  on  this  Eatimate.  I  cannot 
understand  how  it  is  that  so  much  money 
is  spent  on  so  little  show,  and  I  have  no 
doubt  thit  it  is  boiug  wasted  in  eome 
way.  A»  to  the  Order  itself,  as  my  hon. 
Friend  tho  Member  for  West  Belfast 
(Mr.  Sexton)  has  stated,  we  hope  it  will 
bo  done  away  with  as  soon  as  possible. 
I  must  certainly  ask  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman to  explain  that  itttm  of  the 
banners.  Is  it  for  putting  up  new 
banners  or  renovating  the  old  ones? 
because,  to  my  knowledge,  they  are  nut 
renovated.  They  are  left  hanging;  it 
is  only  on  tho  installation  of  a  new 
Knight  that  a  new  banner  is  required, 
and  certainly  one  of  those  new  banners 
would  not  cost  £60.  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances, I  look  for  a  little  further  ia- 
formation  from  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland. 

The  chief  SECRETARY  for  IRE- 
LAND (Mr.A. J.  Balfour)  (Manchester, 
E.):  As  I  understand  tho  matter,  it  is 
that  a  certain  amount  of  money  is  re- 
quired from  time  to  time  for  repairing 
the  insignia  and  replacing  tho  banners 
in  St.  Patrick's  Hall,  and  that  is  the  ex- 
pense which  falls  on  tho  Eschoquer.  On 
the  other  hand,  every  Knight  of  the 
Order  pays  fees  to  tha  dgHgtt  of  £,:m). 

Question  put. 


than  that  in  the  vicinity  of  Dublin.  It 
would  be  a  strong  measure  if  I  were  to 
advocate  an  increase  of  the  Vote  ;  but  I 
speak  in  the  interest  of  ray  hon.  Friends 
below  the  Gangway,  and  say  that  there 
has  not  been  an  equal  distribution  of 
these  Platos,  It  is  in  the  outlying  part* 
of  the  cuuntry  where  tliese  thingi  are 
wanted.  I  appeal  to  the  right  bon.  and 
gallant  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
the  Isle  of  Thanet— the  Parliamentary 
Under  Secretary  for  Ireland— (Colon d 
Xing-Harman)  than  'whom  I  Euppoae 
there  are  few  in  this  House  who  knov 
more  about  bunting  and  such  maUere  ;  I 
think  that  all  Irish  gentlemen  and  land- 
lords who  are  such  thorough  -  gotn^ 
pacers  in  their  own  way  will  be  ia 
sympathy  with  rae  in  this  matter,  "ff* 
know  that  in  future  one  of  the  magi 
useful  industries  in  Ireland  will  fat  tin 
breeding  of  horses,  and  tberofarF  In^ 
we  ought  to  encourage  local  3 
Ireland,  for  you  may  hkre  boi 
like  Liberator  who,  after  t 
local  and  other  raeea,  ww  a: 
Grand  National  and  woii  tJ 
my  suggestion  will  i^nraru  tli 
of  the  right  hon.  GbdiIik&bd. 

Mr.  cox  (Clart-.  E    :  I  »i«^> 
pleasurein  supvoTiiiit;  i 


West  Kerry 
ton)  on  tb'- 
Plat^s.      I  ■■:;.- 
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tho  fact  that  it  does  nothing  of  the 
kind,  and  that  many  of  tho  liorses  that 
win  these  Plates  come  from  England,  I 
think  tho  system  should  be  abolished. 
In  Australia,  New  Z(3aland,  India, 
China,  Japan,  and  the  United  States, 
where  horse-racing  flourishes,  not  one 
sixpence  of  public  money  goes  to  sup- 
port horse-racing.  It  is  in  this  coun- 
try alone  that  the  public  monoj'  is 
applied  to  such  a  purpose.  I  therefore 
intend  to  vote  with  the  hon.  Member 
for  West  Cavan  (Mr.  BifZfgar),  if  the 
hon.  Gentleman  and  myself  go  into  the 
Lobby  alone.  I  do  not  see  that  there  is 
any  great  advantage  to  a  country  if  it 
does  succeed  in  getting  a  horse  to  run 
a  race  in  a  quarter  of  a  second  loss  than 
it  has  been  run  in  before.  The  chief  re- 
quirement in  Ireland  is  horses  for  every- 
day use ;  and,  as  this  Vote  in  no  way 
tends  to  supply  this  want,  I  shall 
vote  with  the  hon.  Member  for  West 
Cavan. 

Me.  HEEMON-HODGE  (Lancashire, 
Accrington) :  I  wish  to  assure  hon. 
Members  opposite  that  they  have  the 
sympathy  of  Members  on  these  Benches 
in  their  wish  for  the  better  distribution 
of  the  Queen's  Plates  in  Ireland.  I 
cannot  understand  how  any  Member  can 
get  up  and  advocate  a  course  so  inju- 
rious and  so  calculated  to  hamper  the 
breed  of  horses  in  that  country  as  that 
of  abolishing  these  Plates.  When  a 
horse  like  **Bendigo"  is  produced  in 
Ireland,  and  comes  over  here  and  wins 
a  good  race,  others  of  the  same  kind 
are  sought  for  immediately,  and  thou- 
sands of  pounds  are  brought  into  the 
country  in  consequence ;  and  that  has 
occurred  over  and  over  again.  I  will 
not  detain  the  Committee  longer  than  to 
express  a  hope  that  there  will  be  an 
inquiry  into  the  manner  of  the  distri- 
bution of  this  money  before  next  year. 

Mb.  M.  J.  KENNY  (Tyrone,  Mid) :  I 
would  appeal  to  my  hon.  Friend  the  Mem- 
ber for  West  Cavan  (Mr.  Biggar),  with 
whom  on  all  questions  of  economy  I  am 
happy  to  vote,  to  reconsider  his  decision 
on  this  subject,  because,  as  far  as  this 
money  is  concerned,  we  ought  not  to  have 
the  slightest  objection  to  its  expenditure 
in  Ireland ;  and  if  the  system  is  at  present 
defective,  there  is  no  reason  why  it 
should  not  be  amended.  I  object  to  10 
of  the  Queen's  Plates  being  run  for  at 
the  Curragh,  where  only  two  or  three 
horses  rnn,  and  carry  off  the  whole  of 

Mr.  Frovand 


them.  The  effect  of  the  present  system 
is  that  the  whole  of  the  benefit  of  the 
Plates  goes  to  two  or  three  persons  who 
train  horses  for  the  special  purpose, 
while  there  is  not  the  slightest  advan- 
tage to  the  class  of  persons  generally 
who  use  horses  in  Ireland.  I  think  it 
would  be  very  much  better  if  the  money 
we  are  now  asked  for  were  g^ven  for 
stud-horses. instead  of  for  race-horses. 
Then,  again,  the  money  is  given  for 
races  on  the  flat,  whereas  the  only 
branch  of  racing  in  which  Irish  horses 
excel  is  steeple- chasing  and  across- 
country  work.  I  suggest,  then,  that 
the  money  should  be  given  for  the 
purpose  I  have  indicated,  because,  by 
that  means,  it  would  do  10  times  as 
much  good  as  is  done  by  handing  it 
over  to  blacklegs  and  sharpers  who  fre- 
quent the  races  in  Ireland. 

Mr.  HAJRRIS  (Gal way,  E.) :  I  think, 
if  this  money  is  granted  to  Ireland  at 
all,  it  should  be  given  in  the  manner 
suggested  by  my  hon.  Friend  the  Mem- 
ber for  Mid  Tyrone  (Mr.  M.  J.  Kenny), 
for,  as  the  money  is  applied  now,  it  is 
of  no  use  whatever  to  Ireland,  where 
everything  that  is  patronized  by  Boyalty 
goes  to  the  wall.  1  rememember  there 
used  to  be  in  Ireland  a  good  breed  of 
hunters  —  indeed,  there  was  nothing 
better  of  its  kind  than  the  old  blood- 
hunter— but  these,  like  the  Irish  people, 
have  been  exterminated.  I  shall  cer- 
tainly support  the  hon.  Member  for 
West  Cavan  (Mr.  Biggar)  on  the  Divi- 
sion which  ho  has  announced  his  inten- 
tion of  taking,  and  I  regret  that  the 
hon.  Member  for  Northampton  is  not 
present,  with  whom  I  voted  on  a  former 
occasion  against  this  charge.  I  think 
sport  has  done  nothing  for  Ireland  ex- 
cept impoverish  the  landlords,  who,  in 
turn,  take  it  out  of  the  tenants. 

Mb.  BIGGAB  :  I  appeal  to  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith)  to  say 
whether  there  is  not  a  stringent  law 
against  betting  on  horses  ?  That  is  a 
criminal  offence,  and  I  ask  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  whether  he  is  going  to 
give  the  countenance  of  the  Ooyemment 
to  a  system  which  encourages  gambling 
in  Ireland  ? 

The  FIEST  LORD  op  thb  TRBi- 
SURY  (Mr.  W.  H.  Sioth)  (Strand, 
Westminster) :  I  see  no  neoesaitT  for 
gambling  in  connection  with  home- 
racing. 
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Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided: — Ayes  23; 
Noes  116:  Majority  93.— (Div.  List, 
No.  437.)  [8  P.M.] 

Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to, 

Besolution  to  be  reported. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

''  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £25,967,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum 
necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will 
come  in  course  of  payment  during  the  year 
ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March  1888,  for  the 
Salaries  and  Expenses  of  the  Offices  of  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land in  Dublin  and  London,  and  Subordinate 
Departments." 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Longford,  N.) : 
Sir,  this  Vote  is  one  upon  which  many 
questions  have  always  been  raised ;  and  I 
do  not  think  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour)  will  bo  surprised  that  on  the 
present  occasion  it  should  lead  to  some 
considerable  discussion.  We  have  to 
complain — I  think  it  will  be  admitted 
with  some  reason — of  the  manner  in  which 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  present 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
discharges  his  duties.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  set  up  an  altogether 
novel  practice.  I  am  not  prepared  to 
deny  that  he  has  had  a  very  g^eat  burden 
thrown  upon  him.  I  will  go  further, 
and  say  he  assumed  his  Offi.ce  during 
one  of  the  most  critical  periods  of  the 
history  of  the  country.  I  do  not  think 
that  he  himself  realizes  the  burden 
which  is  thrown  upon  his  shoulders  as 
much  as  he  might  feel  it,  because,  how- 
ever intensely  it  may  press  upon  him,  I 
have  never  disguised  from  myself  that 
he  fails  to  realize  the  extraordinary 
position  of  Ireland  at  the  present  time. 
Now,  that  is  speaking  generally;  but, 
speaking  departm  en  tally,  what  is  the 
action  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  ? 
When  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  came 
into  Office  last  March,  he  succeeded  a 
Gentleman  of  very  great  experience  in 
the  management  of  Irish  affairs — Sir 
Michael  Hicks-Beaoh  —  who  had  held 
the  Office  of  Chief  Secretary  from  1874 
to  1876-7,  and  who,  after  having  been 
Leader  of  the  House,  on  the  suggestion, 
apparently,  of  the  noble  Lord  the  Mem- 
ber for  South  Paddington  (Lord  Ean- 
dolph  Churchill),  again  took  the  Office 
of  Chief  Secretary.  The  policy  of  Sir 
Michael  Hicks-Beach,  as  we  understood 
it  in  Ireland,  was  to  endeavour  by  every 


means  in  his  power  to  prevent  evictions ; 
and  I  must  say  that  the  term  of  Office 
of  Sir  Michael  Hicks-Beach— [  Cr»>«  of 
**  Order,  order !  "]  I  never  personally 
raised  my  voice  against  his  method  of 
conducting  Irish  Business.  I  can  con- 
ceive Sir  Michael  Hicks-Beach — \_Criee 
of  **  Order,  order !  "]  I  am  perfectly  in 
Order. 

The  CHAIEMAN  :  Order,  order ! 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  I  understand, 
Mr,  Courtney,  it  is  always  allowable, 
under  circumstances  of  this  kind,  to  speak 
of  a  Gentleman  by  name.  It  was  the 
course  adopted  in  reference  to  my  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  Cork  (Mr. 
Parnell),  when  he  was  not  present.  It 
was  then  that  the  precedent  was  esta- 
blished of  speaking  of  hon.  Gentlemen 
who  were  absent  from  the  House  for 
any  considerable  length  of  time  by  name. 
If  there  is  any  objection 

The  CHAIRMAN :  I  am  not  aware 
of  any  such  precedent ;  it  is  not  within 
my  memory.  Certainly,  it  is  quite 
foreign  to  the  practice  of  the  House  to 
speak  of  Members  of  the  House  byname. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY :  My  hon.  Friend 
the  Member  for  Cork  (Mr.  Parnell)  was 
never  spoken  of  at  that  time  in  any 
other  way  than  by  name.  I  am  strictly 
conforming  to  precedent.  If  anyone 
will  refer  to  the  reports  of  the  debates, 
he  will  find  in  them  the  names  of  Mr. 
Parnell,  Mr.  O'Kelly,  Mr.  J.  Dillon,  Mr. 
Sexton,  and  of  other  hon.  Gentlemen 
absent  from  the  House  for  along  period. 
The  practice  was  to  speak  of  such  hon. 
Gentlemen  as  I  am  speaking  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
West  Bristol  (Sir  Michael  Hicks- Beach); 
but  I  will  not  press  the  point  further. 
I  was  saying  that,  so  far  as  I  was  con- 
cerned, I  never  felt  able  to  criticize  the 
conduct  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
with  any  great  stringency.  When  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  departed  from 
Office,  owing  to  a  difficulty  with  the 
Cabinet  upon  the  question  of  judicial 
rents,  he  was  able  to  put  forward  a  very 
deplorable  ground,  the  ground  of  some 
unfortunate  disorder  or  affliction,  and 
no  one  more  than  I  regret  such  a  mis- 
fortune happening  to  a  frank  and  loyal 
opponent.  We  have  had  experience, 
therefore,  of  that  right  hon.  Gentleman 
during  my  short  time  in  the  House ;  wo 
have  had  experience  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  present  Vice  President 
of  the  Council  (Sir  William  Hart  Dyke) 
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gallant  Goutleman  told  Mr.  Forster  that 
AVoldon  was  about  to  shoot  him,  and 
that  if  he  saw  Woldon  he  would  have 
the  first  shot.  Whatever  the  remark 
was,  it  is  excluded  from  The  Tinier,  and 
The  Times,  which  is  worked  in  concert 
with  the  Government  in  these  matters, 
has  deprived  us  from  reading  what  the 
right  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  has 
said  ;  and  as  Hansard* %  reports  are  sub- 
mitted to  Members  before  publication, 
the  right  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman 
will,  no  doubt,  score  out  the  particular 
passage  of  his  speech  to  which  I  have 
referred.  I  did  not  look  in  the  other 
London  papers  to  see  if  the  statement 
was  recorded ;  but,  if  not,  and  if  it  is 
excluded  from  IJamard,  we  have  only 
our  memories  to  rely  upon.  Perhaps 
later  on  the  right  hon.  and  gallant  Gen- 
tleman will  tell  us  what  he  really  did 
say.  At  any  rate,  this  is  the  spirit  of 
the  Irish  landlord  whom  you  have  om» 
ployed  to  do  duty  for  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary. The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Chief  Secretary  is  a  mere  sham.  So  far 
as  policy  is  concerned,  he  is  a  mere 
shadow  ;  ho  does  not  exist.  Because  he 
knows  nothing  about  Ireland  he  is  bound 
to  take  his  views  from  his  right  hon. 
and  gallant  Colleague  (Colonel  King- 
Harman),  whom  if  the  Government  did 
not  believe  to  be  a  suitable  man  they 
would  not  have  appointed.  No  more 
offensive  appointment  has  ever  been 
made.  The  right  hon.  and  gallant 
Gentleman,  apart  from  his  Cremorno 
days,  was  hand  and  glove — perhaps  the 
Government  will  send  for  him  unless  he 
is  dining— the  right  hon.  and  gallant 
Gentleman  was  hand  and  glove  with  all 
thuFeuians  of  Roscommon  andLongford. 
Ho  stood  for  Longford  and  for  the  City 
of  Dublin  as  a  Home  Ruler;  he  was 
Secretary  of  the  Home  Rule  Conference 
of  1883,  and  ho  never  denied  that  his 
first  election  address  to  the  constituency 
he  stood  for  was  written  by  Mr.  Patrick 
Egan,  the  Secretary  of  the  Irish  Land 
League.  He  was  also,  I  believe,  an  old 
chum  of  Mr.  P.  J.  Sheridiin,  and  used 
him  during  several  election  campaigns. 
This  is  the  Gentleman  who  is  appointed 
by  the  Government  to  stand  between  us 
and  the  right  hon.  iTOutloman  the  Chief 
Secretary.  Now,  take  the  mere  depart-  I 
mental  otFeot  of  this  appointment.  The 
other  day  a  tenant  on  the  right  hon.  and 
gallant  Gentleman's  estate  in  the  County 
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of  Roscommon  was  prosecuted  for  tres- 
pass. He  had  cut  turf,  and  a  day  or 
two  ago  I  asked  if  it  was  true  that  the 
turf  washout,  that  a  summons  for  tres- 
pass was  issued  against  the  tenant,  and 
that  this  summons  was  tried  before  the 
right  hon.  and  gallant  Qentleman's 
agent,  and  the  agent  of  another  local 
landlord.  These  men  fined  the  man, 
although  the  question  of  title  was  raised. 
The  case  was  carried  up  to  the  Queen's 
Bench,  where  the  order  was  quashed; 
but  the  Court  would  not  allow  the  ten- 
ant costs,  so  that  the  result  was  that, 
although  the  Queen's  Bench  quashed 
the  illegal  order  of  the  magistrate,  the 
tenant  was  put  to  upwards  of  £30  costs. 
I  put  a  Question  on  the  subject  to  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Ohief  Secre- 
tary, who  answered  it.  Of  course,  it 
would  not  have  been  decent  for  the  Ques- 
tion to  be  answered  by  the  right  hon. 
and  gallant  Gentleman ;  but  what  hope 
had  1  of  getting  a  proper  answer  when  the 
landlord  incriminated  had  a  hand  in  the 
concoction  or  preparation  of  the  answer  ? 
The  other  duy  I  had  a  complaint  to 
make  of  a  bailiff  on  the  right  hon.  and 
gallant  Gentleman's  estate  in  Longford. 
This  man  went  round  with  a  revolver 
to  intimidate  the  wife  of  an  evicted 
tenant.  I  did  not  put  a  Question  about 
the  matter — what  was  the  good  of  doing 
so  ?  What  was  the  use  of  putting  a 
Question  about  the  right  hon.  and  gal- 
lant Gentleman,  and  getting  an  answer 
from  the  right  hon.  and  gallant  Gentle- 
man himself  ?  That  would  have  been  a 
very  pretty  state  of  things.  The  griev- 
ances and  hardships  of  our  country  can 
only  be  brought  home  to  the  mind  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief 
Secretary  by  the  Questions  we  address  to 
him,  and  yet  the  right  hon.  Oentleman 
very  rarely  allows  them  to  impinge  on 
his  mind.  The  Questions  are  sent  oyer 
to  Dublin,  and  the  answers  to  them  are 
drawn  up  by  clerks.  The  answers  were 
read  out  at  the  Table  of  the  House  by 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief 
Secretary  and  his  Assistant  (Oolonel 
King-Harman).  This,  1  say,  is  a  state  of 
things  in  this  House,  so  far  as  IreLand  is 
concerned,  which  is  revolntionaTy.  No 
other  Minister  acts  in  the  way  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  present  Ohief  Secre- 
tary acts.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  in 
this  way  shows  his  disdain  for  the  Irish 
people,  to  do  which  his  Belatiye  the  hon. 
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Member  for  Central  Leeds  (Mr.  Gerald 
Balfour)  says  betook  tbe  Office  of  Cbief 
Secretary. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  He  did  not 
say  so. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  We  say  be  did. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  Mr.  Courtney, 
I  vise  to  Order.  The  bon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Central  Leeds  (Mr.  Gerald 
Balfour)  had  distinctly  denied  in  the 
House  that  bo  ever  made  such  a  state- 
ment. I  beg  to  ask  you,  Sir,  whether 
it  is  in  Order  to  repeat  the  accusation 
in  the  absence  of  the  bon.  Gentleman  ? 

The  chairman  :  Of  course,  if  the 
bon.  Member  for  Central  Leeds  has  dis- 
tinctly denied  that  be  made  such  a  state- 
ment, the  bon.  and  learned  Member  for 
North  Longford  is  not  in  Order  in  re- 
peating it. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY :  I  can  only  say 
that  a  Member  of  this  House  informed 
me  that  bo  beard  tbe  bon.  Member  for 
Central  Leeds  (Mr.  Gerald  Balfour) 
make  the  statement  that  bis  brother 
accepted  the  Office  of  Irish  Secretary, 
although  bo  despised  the  Irish  soul. 

The  chairman  :  That  observation 
having  been  denied,  I  cannot  justify  tbe 
bon.  and  learned  Member  in  repeating 
the  statement. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY :  Very  well,  Mr. 
Courtney.  Tbe  Government  have,  bow- 
over,  adopted  tbe  policy  of  putting  for- 
ward tbe  right  bon.  and  gallant  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  the  Isle  of  Thanetas 
their  mouthpiece  in  this  House.  Now,  we 
are  to  have  during  tbe  autumn  and  Recess 
a  timo  of  extraordinary  difficulty  and  live- 
liness. In  connection  with  the  suppres- 
sion of  the  National  League  tbe  tenantry 
will  call  meetings  to  consider  what  action 
should  be  taken.  Who  will  bo  tbe  Ad- 
viser of  the  Government  as  to  the  sup- 
pression of  these  meetings  ?  The  right 
lion,  and  gallant  Gentleman  tbe  Member 
for  the  Isle  of  Thanet — a  gentleman 
who  went  to  tbe  North  of  Ireland,  and 
declared  that  tho  National  League  was 
a  disloyal  and  illegal  organization,  and 
that  its  meetings  should  not  be  allowed ; 
a  gentleman  who  was  at  the  bead  of  the 
Orange  meeting  at  Dungannon,  which 
would  have  led  to  a  breach  of  the  peace 
only  for  an  overwhelming  force  of 
cavalry  and  infantry  being  there ;  a  gen- 
tleman who  went  there  as  a  magistrate, 
forsooth,  to  prevent  tbe  right  of  public 
meeting  being  exercised  ;  a  member  of 
tbe  Orange  organization  !    I  confess  I 


do  not  think  tbe  right  bon,  and  gallant 
Gentleman  is  in  tbe  least  bigoted 
— be  does  not  care  whether  a  man 
is  a  Catholic  or  Protestant.  I  have 
never  noticed  that  be  has  any  of  that 
Orange  virus  which  is  so  conspicuous 
in  others ;  bo  lives  amongst  Catholic 
people,  and  be  knows  them  well. 
He  is  a  political  Orangeman,  and,  as 
such,  be  is  a  member  of  a  sworn  secret 
society.  He  is  so  in  violation  of  all  tbe 
declarations  of  previous  Governments, 
beginning  with  1834,  when  Regulations 
were  passed  precluding  any  member  of 
a  sworn  secret  society,  working  by  signs 
and  symbols,  from  holding  Office  under 
Her  Majesty.  Although  I  may  be  told 
that  the  advice  of  Lord  Napier  was  taken 
as  to  tbe  rcconstitution  of  the  Orange 
Society,  and  although  tbe  excuse  has 
been  made  in  the  House  that  since  its 
rcconstitution  the  society  has  been  placed 
on  a  basis  of  legality,  I  can  only  say 
that  long  subsequent  to  that — about 
1854,  when  Lord  Palmerston  was  in 
Office  —  Maziere  O'Brady,  then  Chan- 
cellor of  Ireland,  wrote  and  addressed  a 
Circular  to  tbe  Lords  Lieutenants  of 
counties  in  which  he  directed  that  no 
member  of  tbe  Orange  Society  should 
be  allowed  to  retain  the  Commission  of 
tho  Peace.  This  was  long  after  tbe 
Orange  organization  bad  been  placed  on 
a  so-called  basis  of  legality  by  its  recon- 
stitution.  If  it  is  right  to  be  a  member 
of  a  landlords'  secret  society,  why  should 
it  not  be  right  to  be  a  member  of  a  ten- 
ants' secret  society  ?  If  it  is  right  for 
the  right  bon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  to 
take  the  oath  of  Orangeism  and  be  indoc- 
trinated in  tbe  mystic  passwords  and 
other  tomfoolery  Orangemen  indulge  in 
in  order  to  safeguard  the  secrets  of  their 
Order,  why  should  not  Ribbonmen  be 
allowed  to  take  oaths  and  have  their 
secret  signs  and  passwords  ?  The  land- 
lords have  their  rents  to  protect;  but 
tbe  Ribbonmen  have  their  wives  and 
families  to  protect.  If  I  bad  to  join  a 
secret  society  I  would  much  sooner  join 
tbe  Ribbonmen  than  tbe  Oraugemen. 
So  far  as  the  oath-bound  nature  of  tbe 
societies  go  they  are  on  a  parity ;  but, 
so  far  from  there  being  any  parity  be- 
tween them  as  to  bloodshed,  for  every 
murder  tbe  Ribbonmen  have  committed 
the  Orangemen  have  committed  500. 
Wherever  tbe  Orange  Society  has  gone 
its  path  has  been  stained  with  tbe  blood 
of  innocent  men.    The  right  hon.  and 
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gallant  Gentleman  is  now  representing 
the  Irish  Government  on  the  Treasury 
Bench,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Chief  Secretary  having  gone  away,  being 
unequal  to  the  task.  I  think  that  when 
Lord  Salisbury  was  appointing  an  Irish 
Secretary  it  would  have  been  more  frank 
in  him  to  have  appointed  the  right  hon. 
and  gallant  Gentleman.  I  would  far 
rather  have  to  deal  with  him  directly 
than  through  —  as  it  were  —  a  glass 
darkly,  as  we  have  at  present.  I  think 
the  right  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman 
has  the  instincts  of  an  Irishman ;  that 
he  desires,  as  far  as  he  can,  to  further 
the  material  prosperity  of  Ireland  so 
long  as  it  does  not  interfere  with  land- 
lordism. But  at  present  the  right  hon. 
and  gallant  Gentleman  is  neither  one 
thing  nor  the  other ;  he  is  neither  Irish 
Secretary  nor  the  Under  Secretary.  He 
does  not  even  draw  a  salary ;  and  I  fail 
to  see  what  advantage  there  is  in  the 
present  system.  Two  men  are  not 
wanted;  besides,  the  right  hon.  and 
gallant  Gentleman  has  never  been  al- 
lowed to  intervene  in  debate  since  a 
famous  debate  we  had  in  this  House. 
As  the  right  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman 
is  now  present,  it  is  only  fair  I  should 
repeat  what  I  have  said  concerning  him. 
I  said  that  as  I  understood  his  remark 
about  the  man  Weldon  it  was  this — 
that  he  had  gone  to  Mr.  Forster  and 
told  him  that  he  believed  Weldon  meant 
to  shoot  him,  but  that  if  he  met  Weldon 
he  would  shoot  Weldon.  That  is  the 
statement  I  understood  the  right  hon. 
and  gallant  Gentleman  to  make.  I  went 
on  to  point  out  that  nothing  whatever  in 
regard  to  Weldon  appears  in  the  report 
of  the  remarks  of  the  right  hon.  and 
gallant  Gentleman  in  The  Times  of  this 
morning,  from  which  I  draw  the  in- 
ference that  as  The  Times  was  the  Go- 
vernment paper  the  remark  was  sup- 
pressed at  the  instigation  of  the  right 
hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  himself. 
The  right  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman 
will  have  an  opportunity  of  correcting 
that  observation  if  ho  chooses  to  do  so  ; 
he  will  be  able  to  explain  himself  how 
the  matter  stands.  I  have  expressed, 
as  well  as  I  can,  my  objection  to  the 
system  of  government  in  Ireland  carried 
on  by  what  O'Connell  called  **  a  shave- 
beggar  principle."  The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Chief  Secretary  relegates 
most  important  duties  to  a  member  of  a 
sworn  secret  society.     I  have  had  the 
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society's  rules  in  my  hand,  and  have 
seen  how  John  So-and-so  was  expelled 
for  marrying  a  Papist.  This  society  has 
been  responsible  for  much  of  the  turmoil 
and  bloodshed  which  has  occurred  in 
Ireland— in  Ulster,  at  any  rate,  for  the 
last  100  years;  and  I  think  it  would  be 
franker  on  the  part  of  the  right  hon.  and 
gallant  Gentleman  to  withdraw  from 
that  society.  The  Irish  people  would 
certainly  consider  it  a  mark  of  respect— 
I  do  not  say  to  their  prejudices,  but  to 
their  feelings— if  the  right  hon.  and  gal- 
lant Gentleman  were  to  withdraw  from 
the  Orange  Society.  The  right  hon.  and 
gallant  Gentleman  must  remember  that 
a  great  many  people  in  Ireland  have 
not  forgotten  his  own  Home  Bule  days, 
and  that  there  are  some  people  in  Ire- 
land who  still  think  he  is  a  Home  Huler. 
Whether  he  is  a  Home  Kuler  or  not,  I 
think  the  Irish  people  would  appreciate 
his  action  if  he  were  to  withdraw 
from  an  oath-bound  society.  You  are 
about  to  suppress  the  only  Constitu- 
tional organization  the  Irish  people 
have.  Naturally,  the  Irish  people 
will  not  allow  themselves  to  go  un- 
defended. If  they  cannot  meet  openly 
they  will  meet  in  secret.  If  they  can- 
not defend  their  farms  by  public  orga- 
nization and  by  Constitutional  methods 
they  will  defend  them  anyhow.  Human 
nature  being  what  it  is,  if  the  landlords 
put  the  pressure  of  what  is  called  law 
on  the  people,  the  people  will  endeavour 
to  meet  and  counteract  them  by  the  only 
means  open  to  them.  I  believe  it  to  be 
just  as  legitimate  for  the  people  to  adopt 
their  methods  of  warfare  as  it  is  for  the 
Government  to  adopt  theirs.  You  adopt 
your  methods,  and  you  are  able  to  get 
them  sanctioned  by  Act  of  Parliament. 
We  do  not  regard  Acts  of  Parliament, 
passed  as  they  are  in  this  Hoose  by 
means  I  will  not  characterize,  passed  by 
a  Parliament  whose  decree  we  have 
never  respected  and  never  shall.  That 
being  so,  I  invite  the  right  hon.  and 
gallant  Gentleman  to  place  himself,  to 
some  extent,  within  the  pale  of  deoenpy 
by  forsaking  this  secret  sooiety  to  which 
he  belongs,  which  has  the  stain  of  mur- 
der upon  it.  In  the  opinion  of  most  of 
the  Irish  people  the  Orange  Sooiety  is 
an  organization  of  aggression,  of  bigotry, 
of  violence,  and  of  destruotion ;  and,  no 
matter  how  innocent  his  connection  may 
be  with  it,  there  is  no  excuse  for  him 
continuing  his  membership.     His  ap- 
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f ointment  was  an  outrage  upon  the 
rish  people.  It  was  the  appointment 
of  a  renegade  to  a  position  of  power 
over  the  people  ;  it  was  the  appointment 
of  a  landlord  to  an  arbitrary  position 
over  the  tenants  ;  it  was  the  appointment 
of  a  rack*  renter,  a  man  whose  rents 
have  been  reduced  20,  30,  40,  and,  I 
believe,  in  some  cases  50  per  cent,  over 
people  whose  main  struggle  has  been  a 
struggle  for  fair  rent ;  it  was  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  man  who,  if  you  please,  was  to 
carry  out  law  and  order,  seeing  that  he 
himself  had  been  convicted  under  shame- 
ful and  deplorable  circumstances  in  con- 
nection with  a  Oremorne  riot  many  years 
ago.  The  right  hon.  and  gallant  Gen- 
tleman could  atone  to  some  extent  by 
his  action  in  Office  for  his  appointment ; 
but  that  does  not  relieve  the  Govern- 
ment from  the  disgrace  of  having  ap- 
pointed him.  I  say  that  his  appoint- 
ment was  a  deplorable  appointment. 
He  may  improve  his  position  by  his 
action  in  this  House.  I  have  been  happy 
to  recognize  that  recently  he  has  abated 
to  some  extent  the  ofiPensiveness  with 
which  he  replied  to  the  most  harmless 
Questions  addressed  to  him  from  this 
side  of  the  House.  The  position  of  a 
Minister  is  not  necessarily  the  position 
of  a  combatant.  A  Minister  is  a  Minis- 
ter for  the  whole  people  and  not  for  a 
particular  Party,  as  the  right  hon.  and 
gallant  Gentleman  occasionally  under- 
stands his  Office.  At  first  he  made  him- 
self the  Minister  of  the  Orange  faction ; 
but  he  is  now  beginning  to  recognize 
the  fact  that  he  is  the  Minister  of  the 
people  at  large.  But  whether  he  does 
recognize  that  fact  or  not  it  does  not 
relieve  the  Government  from  the  dis- 
grace and  stigma  of  the  appointment, 
nor  does  it  relieve  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland 
of  a  want  of  courage  and  want  of  heart 
which  induced  him  to  appoint  the  right 
hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  to  his  pre- 
sent  position.  It  is  the  business  of  the 
Irish  Secretary  to  stand  his  ground. 
You  can  read  every  day  in  Thf  Times 
the  false  and  wretched  saying  that  the 
Irisii  are  a  bad  people  to  run  away 
from.  I  do  not  know  what  that  proverb 
means,  except  it  means  a  sneer  at  a 
people  who,  in  addition  to  robbing,  you 
lind  it  easy  to  vilify.  At  any  rate,  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Irish  Secre- 
tary runs  awav.  I  do  not  think  the 
right  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  the 


Parliamentary  Under  Secretary  for  Ire- 
land would  run  away  from  anybody. 
At  all  events,  he  would  not  run  away 
from  Weld  on,  who  was  prepared  to 
shoot  him.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Chief  Secretary  has  installed  in  his 
place  a  Gentleman  wholly  objectionable 
to  us,  a  Gentleman  whose  relations  with 
his  tenants  are  of  a  most  deplorable  kind, 
and  who  frankly  confessed  before  the 
Land  Commissioners  two  years  ago  that 
no  landlord  in  Ireland  was  on  worse  terms 
with  his  tenants  than  he  was.  That 
I  think  was  a  deplorable  statement,  and 
that  statement,  coupled  with  the  right 
hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman's  statement 
concerning  the  man  Weldon,  will  be 
dealt  with  in  the  coming  autumn.  We 
shall  ask  the  Irish  people  to  have  regard 
to  the  appointment  of  the  right  hon.  and 
gallant  Gentleman,  and  to  say  that  a 
Government  so  constituted  cannot  merit 
their  respect,  and  as  one  which  ought  not 
to  be  allowed  to  remain  a  day  in  exist- 
ence, having  power  over  the  lives  and 
liberties  of  any  civilized  people. 

The  PARLIAMENTARY  UNDER 
SECRETARY  for  IRELAND  (Colonel 
King-Habmast)  (Kent,  Isle  of  Thanet) : 
I  have  no  wish  to  detain  the  Committee 
long ;  I  was  brought  in  from  my  dinner, 
hearing  that  the  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman who  has  just  sat  down  (Mr.  T.  M. 
Healy)  had,  with  his  usual  courtesy, 
taken  the  opportunity  of  my  absence  to 
make  a  violent  attack  upon  me. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY :  May  I  ask  if 
that  observation  is  in  Order  ?  I  did  not 
take  the  opportunity  of  the  right  hon» 
and  gallant  Gentleman's  absence.  I  was 
compelled  to  get  up,  because  the  Vote 
was  called  on.  Had  it  been  an  hour 
earlier  or  an  hour  later  I  should  have 
got  up  had  the  right  hon.  and  gallant 
Gentleman  been  Jupiter  or  Saturn. 

The  chairman  :  Order,  order !  I 
feel  bound  to  say  that  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  suggested  that  the 
right  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  should 
be  sent  for. 

Colonel  KING-HARMAN:  I  am 
very  glad  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man did  suggest  I  should  be  sent  for. 
I  am  sorry  I  was  not  here  to  hear  all 
the  remarks  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member ;  but  I  do  not  know  whether  the 
accusations  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  are  entirely  in  accordance  with 
the  instincts  of  an  Irishman  and  the 
decencies  of  debate.      The  Committee 
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can  form  its  own  opinion  upon  that.  The 
first  point  upon  which  I  understand  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  thought  fit 
to  censure  my  conduct  was  with  regard 
to  a  matter  which  occurred  27  years 
ago.  I  do  not  in  the  least  mean  to  deny 
that.  I  did  get  into  a  row  27  years  ago ; 
but  I  dare  say  many  of  us  were  much 
more  foolish  27  years  ago  than  we  are 
at  present.  I  do  not  believe  that  any 
man  is  very  much  the  worse  lor  having 
got  into  a  boyish  scrape.  There  was 
nothing  disgraceful  or  cowardly  in  it, 
and  if  I  got  into  a  scrape  at  all  it  was 
through  defending  my  friends.  Now, 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  referred 
to  the  statement  I  made  yesterday.  I 
understand  that  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  said  that  I  stated  yesterday  that 
I  went  to  Mr.  Forster  and  told  him  if 
Weldon  was  not  removed  I  would  shoot 
him.  What  I  intended  to  state,  and 
believe  I  stated,  was  that  Mr.  Forster  had 
told  me  that  he  had  information  that 
Weldon  was  employed  with  the  intention 
of  shooting  me.  I  told  Mr.  Forster  that, 
that  being  the  case,  if  I  met  Weldon  on 
the  road  I  would  shoot  him — that  I 
would  have  the  first  shot.  The  hon. 
Member  for  East  Mayo  (Mr.  Dillon) 
intimated  yesterday  that  I  ought  to  have 
let  Weldon  have  first  shot.  Do  you  think 
I  am  such  a  fool  as  that  ?  Mr.  Forster 
wanted  to  surround  me  with  police,  and 
he  cautioned  me  not  to  go  homo.  Do 
you  think  I  was  going  to  be  cur  enough 
oven  to  slink  away  or  let  myself  be  sur- 
rounded and  dogged  about  by  police  ? 
Do  you  think  I  was  fool  enough  to  let  a 
man  I  knew  have  the  first  shot  at  me  ? 
Not  a  bit  of  it.  I  was  not  fool  enough 
to  be  caught,  and  I  am  not  now.  The 
hon.  and  learned  Member  then  went  to 
a  matter  which  touches  me  very  much 
more,  which  touches  my  honour  and 
what  reputation  I  have  to  lose.  In  con- 
sequence of  the  remarks  not  having  ap- 
peared in  The  Times — probably  they 
were  not  uttered  high  enough  to  be 
heard  in  the  Gallery — ho  had  the 
oiTrontory  to  insinuate  I  had  some  com- 
munication with  the  reporters,  and  had 
got  theiu  to  suppress  the  words  which 
I  had  uttered.  I  throw  that  back  in  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman's  face  with 
scorn.  It  was  an  unwarrantable,  calum- 
nious, and  abominable  insinuation  to 
make. 

The    CHAIRMAN:    Order,    order! 
The  right  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  is, 

Colonel  King-Hamuin 


no  doubt,  speaking  under  great  provo- 
cation ;  but  I  must  ask  him  to  observe 
the  rules  of  language  in  this  House. 

Colonel  KING-HAEMAN:  Mr. 
Courtney,  I  bow  to  your  decision.  I  am 
sorry  I  was  not  here  when,  these  re- 
marks were  made.  I  should  have 
claimed  your  protection  from  such  re- 
marks if  I  had  been.  But,  as  I  was  not 
protected  in  my  absence,  I  thought  I 
might  have  been  allowed  to  express 
some  natural  indigp[iation  at  an  accusa- 
tion which  deeply  touches  my  honour 
and  deeply  affects  my  feelings.  I  con- 
sider that  any  hon.  Member  of  this 
House  who  would  utter  words,  and  who 
would  then  send  up  or  in  any  way  com- 
municate with  the  reporters  in  order  to 
have  those  words  suppressed,  would  be 
a  mean  and  dastardly  coward  ;  and  a  man 
who  brings  an  accusation  of  mean  and 
dastardly  conduct  against  an  hon.  Mem- 
ber of  this  House  I  think  is — I  am  sorry 
to  say,  Sir,  I  cannot  use  the  language 
which  I  think  I  might  use. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  Go  on. 

Colonel  KING-HAEMAN  :  WeU,  I 
think  that  is  the  chief  point  I  have  to 
object  to.  Now,  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  also  accused  me,  I  under- 
stand, of  having  been  a  friend  of  a  mur- 
derer— P.  J.  Sheridan.  The  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman,  in  my  opinion, 
knows  perfectly  well  that  that  statement 
is  not  true. 

The  CHAIKMAN :  Order,  order !  I 
must  point  out  that  it  is  a  violation  of 
the  Bules  of  this  House  to  say  that  any 
hon.  Member  makes  a  statement  that 
he  knows  to  be  not  true.  The  right 
hon.  and  gallant  Member  must  with- 
draw. 

Colonel  KING-HAEMAN :  I  with- 
draw it ;  but  I  think  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman,  before  making  such 
an  accusation  as  that,  should  have  taken 
pains  to  ascertain  whether  it  was  true. 
Now,  I  will  tell  the  Committee  plainly 
the  entire  nature  of  my  acquaintance 
with  P.  J.  Sheridan.  I  saw  him  twice 
in  my  life,  and  I  had  a  conversation  with 
him  once.  The  first  time  I  ever  saw  him 
was  when,  in  1877,  I  canvassed  tiie 
County  Sligo. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY :  He  canvassed 
for  you. 

Colonel  KING-HARMAN  :  He  did 
not.  What  he  may  have  done  without 
my  knowledge  I  cannot  tell;  but  he 
never  canvassed  for  me  with  mj  ap« 
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proval.  I  saw  him  next  in  the  town  of 
Tubberourry,  where  I  canvassed  every 
house.  There  were  two  public-houses 
in  the  town,  in  each  of  which  a  certain 
number  ot  men  wore ;  and  in  the  ordi- 
nary course  of  the  canvass  I  visited 
Sheridan's  house,  and  spoke  to  him  and 
his  wife  and  the  voters  there  assembled. 
I  had  no  more  to  do  with  him  than  I 
had  with  the  other  publican  at  the  end 
of  the  town.  My  next  acquaintance  with 
Mr.  Sheridan  was  when  I  contested 
County  Sligo  a  second  time,  and  when  I 
was  opposed  and  defeated  by  the  hon. 
Gentleman  who  now  represents  West 
Belfast  (Mr.  Sexton).  In  the  middle  of 
my  canvass,  and  when  matters  were 
pressing,  and  it  became  apparent  to  me 
that  the  probability  was  that  I  should 
bo  defeated,  a  letter  was  brought  to  me 
at  my  hotel  in  Sligo,  signed  by  P.  J. 
Sheridan,  ofiPering  that  if  a  certain  sum 
of  money  was  paid  to  him  he  would 
come  forward  as  a  Nationalist,  and  so 
split  that  interest.  I  handed  the  letter 
to  my  brother,  who  was  in  the  room, 
and  said  that  I  had  been  told  the  fellow 
was  a  rascal ;  but  I  did  not  think  he  was 
such  a  scoundrel  as  this.  I  threw  the 
letter  in  the  fire,  and  from  that  time  to 
this  I  have  had  neither  part,  parcel,  or 
lot  with  P.  J.  Sheridan,  good,  bad,  or 
indifiPerent.  Now,  I  hope  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  will  not  again  repeat 
the  calumnious  statements  he  has  made 
to-night.  The  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man was  then,  in  my  presence,  very 
witty  in  his  remarks  about  my  attend- 
ance at  the  Dungannon  meeting. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  I  also  said,  if 
you  wish  to  know,  that  Patrick  Egan 
had  written  your  address. 

Colonel  KING-HAEMAN  :  I  was 
not  aware  of  that ;  and  I  am  very  glad 
to  have  the  opportunity  of  saying  that 
the  statement  is  absolutely  unfounded, 
and  as  false  as  the  other  statements 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  has 
made. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY:  You  admitted  it 
in  your  County  Dublin  canvass. 

Colonel  KING-HAEMAN  :  I  did 
nothing  of  the  kind. 

Tub  CHAIKM an  :  Order,  order !  I 
have  told  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man already  that  it  is  contrary  to  the 
llulos  of  the  House  to  contradict  an  hon. 
Member  in  this  way — to  say  that  another 
hon.  Member  is  making  a  statement 
which  is  untrue. 


Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY :  He  confessed  it 
in  his  County  Dublin  canvass. 

The  CHAIEMAN:  It  is  impossible 
to  enter  into  the  question  of  justification 
— it  is  a  violation  of  the  Eules  of  this 
House.  I  must  call  upon  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  to  withdraw. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY :  Very  well,  Sir. 

Colonel  KING-HAEMAN :  I  do  not 
know  whether  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  has  withdrawn  the  accusa- 
tion ? 

The  CHAIEMAN  :  Does  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member  withdraw  ? 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY :  I  am  perfectly 
willing  to  withdraw  any  statement  which 
is  incorrect ;  but  it  is  incorrect— 

The  CHAIEMAN  :  Order,  order  ! 
ThQ  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  will 
appreciate  exactly  what  I  have  said.  I 
have  told  him  that  the  observation  is 
irregular,  and  contrary  to  the  Eules  of 
the  House.  I  enter  into  no  question  of 
its  correctness  or  otherwise. 

Colonel  KING-HAEMAN  :  Well, 
Sir,  independently  of  what  I  think  of 
Patrick  Egan — whose  character  I  will  not 
dwell  upon  in  his  absence — let  me  say 
I  do  not  claim  to  be  a  man  of  great 
literary  capacity,  or  of  any  particular 
talent ;  but  I  do  claim  to  be  able  to  write 
an  ordinary  election  address  without 
seeking  the  assistance  of  a  miller's  clerk. 

Mr.  D.  SULLIVAN  (Westmeath,  S.) : 
Patrick  Egan  corrected  the  proof  of 
your  address,  and  I  was  standing  by 
when  he  did  it. 

The  CHAIEMAN:  Order, order!  I 
must  ask  the  hon.  Member  to  apologize 
for  that  interruption. 

Mr.  D.  SULLIVAN :  Very  well,  Sir. 

The  CHAIEMAN :  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber must  not  apologize  in  that  per- 
functory fashion.  It  is  a  violation  of 
the  Eules  of  the  House,  which  cannot 
be  permitted;  and  I  call  upon  him  to 
withdraw. 

Mr.  D.  SULLIVAN  :  Very  well,  Sir; 
I  do  so. 

Colonel  KING-HAEMAN  :  Mr. 
Courtney,  I  was  speaking  of  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman's  reference  as  re- 
garded the  Dungannon  meeting.  Well,  I 
did  go  to  the  meeting.  I  did  walk  at  the 
head  of  a  body  of  loyal  men  into  Dun- 
gannon, and  I  made  a  speech  there,  and 
when  my  speech  was  over  I  walked  into 
the  square  ;  and  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  (Mr.  T.  M.  Healy),  if  he  had 
any  sense  of  decency — I  beg  pardon-^—* 
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Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  Go  on. 

Colonel  KING-HAEMAN  :  If  he 
had  any  sense  of  gratitude,  I  do  not 
think  he  would  have  spoken  about  me 
at  Dungannon,  for  if  I  had  not  been  at 
Dungannon  on  that  occasion  I  very 
much  question  whether  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  would  have  been  here 
now.  While  the  meeting  was  going  on, 
the  hon.  and  learned  Member  walked 
out  of  his  hotel  towards  the  post  office. 
He  was  recognized  about  three-quarters 
of  the  way  across  by  some  of  the  men  in 
the  outskirts  of  the  crowd,  and  they  made 
a  rush  for  him 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY:  They  were  told 
from  the  platform  to  do  it. 

Colonel  KING-HARMAN  :  I  do  not 
blame  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for 
it ;  but  ho  made  a  rush 

lk[R.  T.  M.  HEALY :  I  did  nothing  of 
the  kind. 

Colonel  KING-HARMAX  :  WeU, 
tho  hon.  and  learned  Member  proceeded 
to  the  post  office,  and  ho  was  very  nearly 
boing  caught,  and  I  got  hold  of  two  men 
who  wore  behind  him  by  their  necks, 


and  pulled  thorn  back.  I  said — **For 
Uo.r*  sake,  do  not  touch  him."  They 
woro  stranp^ora  to  mo.  and  they  turned    and  the  mob  turned  upon  me.     I  was 


condition  by  the  Home  Bale  as  laid 
down  by  the  late  Mr.  Butt.  But  when 
I  found  the  cause  was  swamped  by  men 
who  killed  it,  and  have  destroyed  the 
good  name  of  Irish  Nationality,  I  aban- 
doned the  cause.  I  was  not  ashamed 
of  my  principles.  Neither  loss  of 
friends,  loss  of  money,  nor  loss  of  re- 
putation deterred  me;  nor  will  the 
jeers,  the  annoyance,  or  the  threats  of 
hon.  Members  opposite  prevent  me  from, 
doing  what  I  know  to  be  true,  what  I 
believe  to  be  right,  and  what  I  intend 
to  persevere  in. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY :  I  think  it  is 
only  right  to  state  that  the  right  hon. 
and  gallant  Gentleman  is  entirely  mis- 
taken. I  never  knew  he  had  any  con- 
nection with  the  interference  with  me  or 
with  my  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
the  Scotland  Division  of  Liverpool  (Mr. 
T.  P.  O'Connor)  at  Dungannon.  The 
motion  to  attack  from  the  platform, 
where  I  saw  the  right  hon.  and  gallant 
Gentleman,  was  made  by  the  £ev.  £.  B. 
Kane.  When  I  was  going  through  the 
crowd,  that  rev.  gentleman  said  — 
*'  There  is  Healy  passing;  go  and  show 
him  how  yon  can  cheer  for  the  Queen," 


on  mo  in  a  sarago  manner,  believing.  I  not  awaie  that  the  right  hon.  and  gal- 
5up|H>so,  I  was  a  friend  of  the  hon.  and  lant  Gentleman  was  in  the  crowd,  or 
lo^rnod  Goutleman.  I  would  not  have  that  he  did  anything  to  prevent  me  being 
s^nm  him  or  anyone  ol»e  ill-xiso'd  by  a  attacked.  The  right  hon.  and  gallant 
b.viv  of  mon  equal  t.i  10  to  v^no.  I  did  Gentleman  has  entirely  Hailed  to  deal 
VAY  Vi^sr  to  i^roTont  tho  hon.  and  learned  \  with  my  chief  acensation  against  him — 
l)ontIoman  n\>m  being  maltreated,  and  namely,  that  he  was  appointed  by  the 
I  wvMild  do  tho  Mmo  a^iin  under  ^milar  ^  Goviemment  who  knew  that  he  had 
^irx^um^tanoe^.  I  think  tho  hon.  and  I  K\asTed  he  was  a  member  of  the  Orange 
loAmod  i^Mit-lonian  mn<t  kn.'^w  prrfectJy  organisation,  and  who  knew  what  the 
xtx'^U— a»  the  hon.  Moxbor  for  the  SvVT>  principles  of  that  organiaation  were. 
Und  P;viMon  of  lirot{v>i>l  ,Mr.  T.  F.  The  pa:i:i  of  my  observation  was  that 
l^\\^nllv^T^  mui^t  kn^'^w-^ihat  when  hr  he  went  to  the  Dangannon  meeting  and 
wa5  at  the  Tonnij^h  Suvion  ho  was  in  d^^^Iared  there  against  the  liberty  of 
<\v.;^.i<'cabio  dATiiroT.  ATI  A  that  hi$  a5«  pu>uir  speech,  asil  of  public  meeting, 
sa)Uti1:>   were   kop;    o:T   «\v  or.o  of  ihf    and  of  public  cawaiaoiaii,  and  that  it 


^-^rUXTi'vV  iho*,;c>.t  ih^l  1  s^;*;;■,*^,  >i«vf 
"!  Vt  f  1  ti ;  I  >»  5«ory:  o  jrr* : ; ; «; ;;  i^  f.'ir  ir  h  * ;  1  .: :  i 
a<  l^;;r,c«T.Txor.  The  'h»^r,.  *r:.i  iWirr.f^i 
^*,^r^.^,Vi^  t4i«r.r*  m^  AK^*;t  )tor.^$  "R.;'f 
Th."^  V..NV.  ATid  i^'^TT.^v^  Merr.V-r  Tr.R«  K* 
t.v.r»*vK>  AHAJV  thftt  1  5.p.%ke  Tr.v  i»^r.r.- 


was  b^iaase  of  his  oppoution  to  the 
rlchxs  of  the  people  that  he  was  ap- 
P<:>:t.t^^  to  his  pmMsnt  position.  With 
rttc&rd  TO  the  OreizaocnDe  bus&nesBp  no 
«^,*>uS:  what  I  aI>o5ed  to  ^d  oecor  when 
he  was  a  K\t:  hsT  periiaps  Sheridan 
w.-ii-.;!.\  jUiT  TJ^f"  same  thi&jr.     Perhaps 


1  ;^r.t>i  A^  Kv.VvV  ftr..;  a^  p;a-iT.>  thfiT.  ais  1    h^.t  the  peopie  wh:>  baw  heea  hanged, 
r.,"  T.'«      1    ^v^l;   r.'p  i>.r  c:v  ,*.:  l-.onnf    *^rAvx.  aisc  qoarrered.d3d  ai 


wher.   Thi'T  wen-  K^^rs;  bat  l^at  is  no 
^.w'Qjte.  uic  ib£  HM  aaresbeia  finim  being 

hiLTtcec  I  say  it  w:as  a  laagiiaee  &r  die 
^^r\^  %%  \  th^ug'ht  t>;<%7/^  -^-h^  k  p^ss;S.'  ;t  i^i-rDrrmATj;  t/>  haTte  appeiatei  tko right 
o:    47<e}AnA  >v'-.n^  rAi^.  i'r.^rr.  ;rs  rher.    hoti   i;ii}C  {raliaxa  M&xkiinanto  biapie* 
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sent  position,  and  that  it  is  impossible 
to  expect  the  people  of  Ireland  to  respect 
law  and  order  when  the  Government 
appoint  such  a  notorious  law-breaker  to 
such  an  OfBce  as  that  of  Parliamentary 
Under  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant. 
"We  know  what  Oremorne  was  at  the 
time  the  right  hon.  and  gallant  Gentle- 
man was  a  frequenter  of  the  place.  We 
know  that  he  was  convicted  of  assaulting 
the  police,  in  spite  of  all  the  attempts 
made  to  get  him  off;  and  it  is  no  answer 
to  my  assertion  that  such  a  Gentleman 
should  not  have  been  appointed  by  the 
Government  for  the  right  hon.  and  gal- 
lant Gentleman  to  say  that  what  occurred 
at  Oremorne  was  but  a  foolish  and 
boyish  freak.  It  is  not  upon  the  right 
hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  that  his 
defence  lies.  He  has  defended  himself; 
but  I  attack  the  appointment.  I  attack 
the  Government. 

ColonelKING-HARMAN:  Ithought 
the  hon.  and  learned  Member  called  me 
a  released  convict. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  I  certainly  de- 
scribed the  appointment  as  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  released  convict,  and  so  it 
was.  It  was  nothing  else.  The  right 
hon. and  gallantGentleman  was  a  convict. 

The  CHAIRMAN:  The  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  is  surely  a  sufficient 
master  of  himself  to  be  able  to  conduct 
his  speech  without  constantly  indulging 
in  irritating  and — as  I  think,  too  fre- 
quently— incorrect  statements.  It  is  not 
a  correct  legal  description  to  speak  of  a 
person  who  has  undergone  the  expe- 
rience which  he  has  described  as  a  re- 
leased convict.  It  is  not  correct,  ac- 
cording to  the  statement  of  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  himself,  to  speak 
of  the  right  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman 
as  a  frequenter  of  the  place ;  it  is  not 
correct  to  speak  of  the  right  hon.  and 
gallant  Gentleman  as  a  notorious  law- 
breaker. These  are  all  points  of  aggra- 
vation, and  a  want  of  correctness,  which 
I  hope  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
will  not  persevere  in. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY:  The  word, 
'*  convict,"  Mr.  Courtney,  no  doubt, 
would  be  more  accurately  applied  to  a 
person  who  has  undergone  penal  servi- 
tude ;  but  there  is  no  convenient  Eng- 
lish term  to  describe  a  person  in  the 
position  of  the  right  hon.  and  gallant 
Gentleman,  and  in  its  absence  I  used 
the  term  that  occurred  to  my  mind.  I 
was  referring  to  the  appointm^t  of  the 


right  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  as 
one  which  the  Government  ought  not  to 
have  made  in  view  of  his  position.  They 
had  plenty  of  English  Members  to  choose 
from,  and  they  had  plenty  of  Irish  Mem- 
bers to  choose  from.  They  knew,  in 
addition,  that  he  was  a  member  of  the 
Orange  Society,  a  society  that  is  at  war 
with  the  dearest  and  most  cherished  con- 
victions of  the  Irish  people  —they  knew 
all  this,  and  yet  they  appointed  him  to 
his  present  position.  They  appointed 
him,  knowing  that  he  was  a  deserter 
from  the  Home  Rule  movement,  having 
been  Secretary  to  the  Home  Rule  Con* 
ference  in  1883.  I  blame  the  Govern- 
ment for  that  appointment ;  I  blame 
the  right  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman 
for  his  previous  action,  and  for  his  con- 
nection with  the  Orange  organization  ; 
I  blame  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  for  permit- 
ting the  right  hon.  and  gallant  Gentle- 
man— ^landlord  and  Orangeman  as  he  is 
— to  come  between  us  and  a  British 
official,  who  is  supposed  to  be  impartial 
in  the  discharge  of  his  duties.  I  say  it 
is  not  proper  that  questions  of  a  most 
important  and  delicate  character  should 
be  dealt  with  at  that  Table  by  the  right 
hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman.  I  give 
him  credit,  as  an  Irishman,  for  the 
absence  of  bigotry.  I  do  not  believe  he 
is  a  bigoted  Orangeman.  I  give  him 
credit  for  having  a  desire  to  promote  the 
material  prosperity  of  Ireland  apart 
from  landlordism.  But  these  are  only  two 
items  of  his  position.  I  blame  the  right 
hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  for  the  ex- 
pressions he  used  to  Mr.  Forster  respect- 
ing Weldon,  and  I  re-assert  that  it  is  a 
remarkable  thing  that  the  expression 
should  have  been  excluded  from  the 
report  in  the  chief  organ  of  the  Govern- 
ment. He  says  he  did  not  get  it  ex- 
cluded from  that  report.  I  fully  believe 
what  he  says,  and  I  express  my  regret 
for  having  made  the  assertion.  But  I 
say  it  is  a  remarkable  thing  that  a  state- 
ment so  vital  to  the  position  of  the  Go- 
vernment, and  so  vital  to  the  position  of 
the  right  hon. and  gallant  Gentleman  as  a 
Member  of  the  Government,  should  have 
been  suppressed  by  the  Government 
organ.  To  me,  at  any  rate,  it  appears 
as  if  the  gentleman  who  conducts  The 
Times,  or  the  reporters  who  manage 
matters  for  The  Times,  know  better  what 
is  right  to  be  said  from  the  Government 
Bench  than   certain   Members  of  the 
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the  Commissioners  to  show  that  the 
right  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  has 
rack-rented  his  tenants  to  the  extent  of 
25,  40,  and  50  per  cent,  and  upon  that 
ground  alone  I  do  think  the  selection  of 
the  Government  has  been  most  unfor- 
tunate. How  can  it  be  expected  that 
the  people  of  Ireland  will  look  for  fair 
and  impartial  treatment,  and  the  hold- 
ing of  an  impartial  balance  bet  i^een  the 
interests  of  the  tenants  and  the  land- 
lords, when  we  see  that  this  right  hon. 
and  gallant  Gentleman  with  such  ante- 
cedents and  with  such  a  character  as  a 
landlord  has  been  appointed  to  this 
post  ?  It  has  been  made  the  subject  of 
complaint  that  Englishmen  and  Scotch- 
men, who  know  nothing  of  Ireland,  and 
whose  only  knowledge  of  the  country 
has  been  obtained  by  a  flying  visit  or 
two,  have  been  appointed  to  the  Office 
of  Chief  Secretary  ;  no  matter  how  limited 
their  acquaintance  may  be  with  Irish 
political  and  social  questions,  notwith- 
standing their  own  immediate  interest 
and  sympathy  with  some  exorbitant 
claims  on  the  part  of  landlords,  they  may, 
at  least,  be  considered  in  some  sense  as 
impartial.  Can  any  such  defence  be 
urged  on  behalf  of  the  right  hon.  and 
gallant  Gentleman?  Will  anyone  con- 
tend that  he  will  bring  a  fair  and  un- 
biassed mind  to  the  consideration  of  the 
many  questions  which  may  possibly  arise 
in  the  six  months  which  will  elapse  be- 
fore Parliament  re-assembles  ?  It  cannot 
be  so  contended.  I  regret  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  for 
Ireland  did  not  deem  this  a  question  of 
BufEcient  importance  to  retain  him  in 
his  place  in  order  to  hear  what  my  hon. 
and  learned  Friend  the  Member  for 
North  Longford  had  to  say  on  that  most 
important  point.  The  right  hon.  and 
eallant  Gentleman  cannot  deny  that  the 
Land  Commissioners  have  convicted  him 
of  exacting  most  exorbitant  rents  from 
his  tenantry.  Wwi  there  is  anv>ther  point 
in  ci^nnection  with  the  Land  Question 
in  Ireland  which  I  must  refer  to.  The 
right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the 
Attorney  (reneral  for  Ireland  ^Mr.  Gib- 
8i>n>  knows  very  well  that  the  questi.tn 
of  turbarv  is  one  which  gives  rise  to 
Ct^nsti^nt  litigation  between  the  l.-ind lords 
and  tenants  in  Iri^lanvi.  My  hon.  and 
learned  Friend  the  Me.iibor  for  Norih 
Longford  instanoeii  a  case  that  occurred 
not  long  ajfo  in  which  the  a^nt  of  the 
right  hon.   and  gallant  Gentleman  ob- 


tainod  the  conviction  of  a  man  for  illegal 
turbary,  and  which  conviction  on  appeal 
was  quashed.  How  can  the  tenants  of 
Ireland  expect  fair  and  impartial  treat- 
ment at  the  hands  of  a  right  hon.  and 
gallant  Gentleman  who  holds  such  pecu- 
liar views  with  regard  to  the  landlord's 
right  of  exclusive  turbary  and  all  the 
other  rights  claimed  by  Irish  landlords 
in  the  past  ?  But  we  have  a  more  serious 
indictment  against  the  Government  in 
respect  of  the  appointment  of  the  right 
hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman,  and  that 
is  his  connection  with  the  Orange  Society. 
He  has  not  denied  connection  with  it  ia 
his  speech  to-night.  Knowing  the  his- 
tory of  that  society,  knowing  what  a 
large  element  it  has  been  for  causing 
disturbance  in  Ireland  during  the  past 
three-quarters  of  a  century,  is  it  not  a 
most  unhappy  circumstance  that  a  right 
hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  connected 
with  a  bloodstained  society — [An  hon. 
Meubeb:  No,  no!]  An  hon.  Member 
says  '^  No ! "  but  I  refer  to  the  Keport  of 
the  Commission  in  Lord  Palmerston's 
time,  and  the  recommendation  of  that 
Commission  not  to  appoint  any  Orange- 
man to  official  positions  in  Ireland.  Our 
objection  to  this  selection  is  not  because 
the  right  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  is 
a  Protestant,  because  sectarianism  does 
not  enter  into  this  question  at  all.  It  is 
the  political  aspect  of  the  question  ;  and 
I  ask  if  it  is  not  most  unfortunate  that  in 
the  present  condition  of  things  the  right 
hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman,  who  is  an 
Orangeman  and  a  member  of  the  Orange 
Society,  should  have  been  appointed  to 
this  responsible  position  ?  But,  Sir,  the 
right  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  seems 
to  glory  in  his  declaration,  made  a  couple 
of  years  ago  at  Dungannon,  that  ho 
would  do  all  that  lay  in  his  power — that 
he  would  lead  a  body  of  armed  rowdies 
to  interfere  with  the  right  of  free  speech 
and  public  meeting  of  certain  Nation- 
alists in  the  North  of  Ireland.  The  right 
hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for  the 
Bridgeton  Division  ot  Glasgow  (Sir 
George  Trevelyan)  has  exposed  this  in 
two  letters—he  has  convicted  the  right 
hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  of  a  delibe- 
rate attempt  to  suppress  free  speech  and 
the  right  of  public  meeting  eyen  at  the 
risk  of  bloodshed  in  the  North  of  Ireland. 
The  right  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman 
admits  the  entire  case.  He  soys — "  Yes, 
at  the  head  of  loyal  men."  We  know 
what  that  means ;  it  means  man  lojal  to 
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rack-renting  and  Orange  ascendancy,  and 
everything  that  is  bad  in  Irish  history. 
The  right  hon.  Baronet  was  then  Chief 
Secretary  for  Ireland ;  and  surely  at  that 
time  there  were  men  carrying  on  the 
Government  of  Ireland  with  a  sufficiently 
strong  hand.     But  the  right  hon.  and 
gallant  Gentleman  said — **  A  fig  for  your 
legality;  we  will  sweep  these  vermin  the 
Nationalists  off  Ulster  !  "  Will  the  Eng- 
lish people  expect,   or   will  the    Irish 
peoplo  expect,  that  the  right  hon.  and 
gallant  Gentleman,  who  was  prepared  to 
sacrifice  blood  on  the  fields  of  Dungan- 
non,  and  was  ready  to  lead  armed  row- 
dies   to    put   down    public    meetings, 
that  he  will  act  impartially  as  a  Mem- 
ber of  the  present  Administration  ?  There 
can  be  but  one  reply  to  this  question. 
These  are  matters  of  public  notoriety ; 
they  are  matters  known  to  every  man, 
woman,  and  child  in  Ulster.     I  say  that 
the  appointment  of  the  right  hon.  and 
gallant  Gentleman  is  a  scandal  and  a 
shame,  and  that  in  addition  the  fact  of 
his  being  an  Orangeman  is   a  further 
shame   on   the   appointment.      But  we 
have  not  done  altogether  with  his  claims 
to  be  recognized  as  a  firm  upholder  of 
the  law  and  a  man  qualified  to  occupy 
this  responsible  position  in   connection 
with  Ireland,  because  he  justifies   the 
language  which  he  used  three  or  four 
years  ago.     The  right  hon.  and  gallant 
Gentleman  might  have  claimed  perhaps 
that  he  had  said  all  this  three  years  ago 
in  the  heat  of  the  moment,  and  that  he 
had  not  then  the  soberizing  sense  of  the 
responsibility  which  attaches  to  him  as  a 
Member  of  her  Majesty *s  Government. 
But,  having  that  responsibility  upon  him, 
from  his  seat  on  the  Treasury  Bench  he 
seems  to  glory    in    the  declaration  he 
made,  that  he  meant  to  drown  in  blood 
the  peoplo  of  Ireland.     I  think  by  this 
appointment    the    Government   cannot 
have  much  desire  to  preserve  an  even 
balance  between  Englishmen  and  Irish- 
men.    At  the  time  I  refer  to  we   as- 
sociated  under    great   difficulties,    but 
always  without  the  risk  of  disturbing  the 
public  peace.     We  protested  at  the  time 
against  giving  the   Government   these 
dictatorial  powers,  and  interfering  with 
the  Constitutional  right  of  a  free  people 
to  hold  public  meetings  and  proclaiming 
their  views  upon  the   questions  of  the 
day.     We  know  that  Lord  Spencer  was 
a  man  of  acknowledged  firmness,  and  that 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for 

VOL.  OOOXX.    [thibd  sebies.] 


the  Bridgeton  Division  of  Glasgow  was 
a  man  who  seconded  him  in  every  way  in 
his  power ;  but  it  is  certain  that  there 
would  have  been  most  lamentable  results 
if  there  had  been  attacks  of  Orangemen 
on  those  meetings,  because,  naturally 
enough,  you  would  have  had  retaliation 
on  the  part  of  such  Nationalists  who 
were  armed.  The  right  hon.  and  gallant 
Gentleman  was  guilty  of  the  public  con- 
duct which  I  have  described,  as  is  well 
known  to  the  Government  of  the  day  and 
admitted  by  them,  but  nevertheless  he 
has  been  appointed  to  this  Dictatorial 
and  responsible  position.  Will  anyone 
wonder  if  the  question  of  the  right  of 
public  meeting  becomes  one  of  great 
difficulty  in  Ireland  ?  We  shall  assert 
that  right  of  public  meeting  at  all 
hazards,  where  it  can  be  proved  that 
there  does  not  exist  danger  of  the  dis- 
turbance of  the  public  order.  Can  we 
expect,  or  shall  we  expect,  fair  treatment 
from  the  right  hon.  and  gallant  Gentle- 
man ?  It  is  impossible  to  say  that  we 
can,  after  his  declaration  and  conduct  in 
the  past  and  his  reiteration,  here  to- 
night, of  those  pernicious  and  terrible 
doctrines.     They   are  doctrines    which 

E reached  or  practised  would  lead  to 
loodshed  in  many  parts  of  the  country; 
they  are  doctrines  repugnant  to  the 
sense  of  Constitutional  liberty  even  of 
the  most  darkened  Tories.  I  believe 
even  the  most  backward  Tories  on  the 
opposite  Benches  have  at  least  some  de- 
sire that  the  right  of  public  meeting 
should  be  respected ;  and  yet  we  shall 
probably  be  exposed  during  the  next 
six  months  to  a  large  share  of  the  control 
and  influence  of  the  right  hon.  and 
gallant  Gentleman.  I  repeat  that  this 
is  a  most  unhappy  selection,  and  one 
which  it  is  impossible  for  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ire- 
land to  justify  with  his  powers  of  as- 
sertion, which  are  undoubtedly  large.  I 
have  referred  to  the  fact  that  we  have 
had  occasion  to  find  fault  with  the  right 
hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman's  way  of 
answering  Questions  in  the  House.  In 
my  opinion,  the  duty  never  should  have 
devolved  upon  him  to  answer  those 
Questions ;  but,  owing  to  the  present 
arrangement,  I  have  had  to  complain  of 
his  tone  and  of  the  snappish  manner  in 
which  he  has  answered  me  in  reply 
to  the  most  innocent  Questions.  To 
Questions  which  have  contained  no  ele- 
ment of  heat  wliatever,  he  has  replied  in 
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a  manner  in  which  no  Minister  of  the 
Crown  should  reply  to  any  hon.  Member 
in  this  House.  This  may  appear  a  coni- 
parativoly  trivial  matter  to  hon.  Gentle- 
men opposite.  They  may  probably  say 
that  the  manner  of  the  right  hon.  and 
gallant  Gentleman  is  due  to  firmness  and 
bluntness  of  character;  but  it  is  nothing 
of  the  kind.  It  is  the  result  of  his 
igQorance  of  the  responsibilities  of  the 
position  which  ho  fills,  and  which  ro- 
sponsibilties  lie  heavily  upon  each  and 
every  Member  of  the  Irish  Adminis- 
tration at  the  present  time.  This  most 
unhappy  selection  ot  the  Government 
has  added  discredit  to  an  already  dis- 
credited Ministry,  and  it  has  placed  them 
in  this  position,  that  we  shall  be  able  to 
say  that  they  cannot  ask  for  the  con- 
fidence of  the  Irish  people  in  the  laws 
which  they  have  passed.  It  is  on  these 
grounds  that  we  ask  the  Committee  to 
mark  its  sense  of  this  right  hon.  and 
gallant  Gentleman's  appointment  by 
supporting  the  Motion  for  the  reduction 
of  the  Vote.  I  trust  that  when  we  have 
passed  through  the  coming  six  months, 
and  when  Parliament  has  reassembled, 
the  country  will  not  have  received  many 
convincing  proofs  of  the  right  hon.  and 
gallant  Gentleman*s  incapacity  to  deal 
with  questions  of  policy  and  questions 
affecting  Ireland  generally  ;  although  I 
cannot  but  believe  that  the  country  by 
that  time  will  have  received  many  proofs 
that  the  selection  of  the  Government  has 
been  unfortunate,  dangerous,  and  hostile 
to  the  best  interests  of  the  country. 

Mr.  W.  a.  MACDONALD  (Queen's 
Co.,  Ossory)  :  I  hope  it  will  not  be  sup- 
posed that  my  opposition  to  this  Vote 
will  be  founded  on  any  narrow  issue. 
On  the  contrary,  it  is  founded  on  broad, 
general  grounds,  which  I  hope  will 
satisfy  the  Committee  and  the  country. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief 
Secretary  is  absolutely  ignorant  of  Ire- 
land ;  and  I  contend  that  if  there  were 
no  other  objection  to  this  Vote  than  this 
fact  it  would  bo  amply  sufficient  to 
justify  our  opposing  it.  What  is  the 
virtual  position  of  this  matter?  "We 
have  here  m  this  House  hon.  Me.oibers 
from  Scotlani  objecting  very  gravely  to 
the  Secretary  for  Scotland ;  but  suppose 
that,  iu  ad(lition  to  his  other  disqualifi- 
cations and  disadvantages,  it  might  be 
alleged,  with  truth,  that  he  was  utterly 
ignorant  of  Scotland  and  of  Scotch 
atfairs,  what  sort  of  an  effect  would  that 

Mr.  Flynn 


not  be  be  likely  to  produce  in  this 
House  and  in  Scotland  ?  Does  not 
everybody  see  that  the  effect  would  be 
to  rouse  such  a  storm  in  Scotland,  and 
such  indignation  amongst  Scotch  Mem- 
bers, that  the  Government  would  be 
compelled  to  change  their  position? 
Well,  but  that  is  precisely  the  position 
you  adopt  in  regard  to  Ireland.  You 
treat  Ireland  on  an  absolutely  different 
principle  to  that  on  which  you  treat 
Scotland.  And  what  are  you  virtually 
saying?  Tou  declare  that  the  Irish 
problem  is  the  most  difficult  one  you  have 
to  deal  with,  that,  in  fact,  it  has  baffle  1 
statesmen  for  generations ;  and  yet  you 
appoint,  as  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant,  practically  as  the  ruler  of 
Ireland,  a  man  who  confessedly  knows 
nothing  of  the  country.  Now,  not  only 
do  you  do  that,  but  you  appoint  a  man 
who,  as  far  as  I  can  judg^,  does  not  try 
to  know  anything  about  Ireland.  Since 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  been 
appointed,  so  far  as  I  am  aware,  he  has 
only  visited  Ireland  twice ;  first,  on  the 
occasion  when  he 

The  chairman  :  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber is  not  aware,  probably,  that  an 
Amendment  has  been  moved  with  re- 
gard to  the  appointment  of  the  right 
hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  the  Mem- 
ber for  the  Isle  of  Thanet  (Oolooel 
King-Harman)  as  Under  Secretary  to 
the  Lord  Lieutenant.  The  discussion 
must  be  confined  to  that  point. 

Mr.  W.  a.  MACDONALD  :  Of 
course,  I  submit  to  your  ruling  at  onca, 
Sir;  but  I  was  under  the  impression 
that  as  the  right  hon.  and  gallant  Gen- 
tleman the  Member  for  the  Isle  of 
Thanet  receives  no  salary,  the  question 
of  his  appointment  could  not  be  brought 
under  any  specific  head,  and  that  I 
might  as  well  discuss  the  general  ques- 
tion as  that  particular  point.  If  yoa 
think,  however,  Sir,  that  it  is  more  in 
accordance  with  the  Bules  of  the  House 
that  I  should  defer  my  remarks  until 
after  this  subject  is  disposed  of  I  will 
do  so. 

Mr.  BLANB  (Armagh,  8.):  I  wish, 
Sir,  to  join  my  hon.  Colleague  in  object- 
ing to  the  appointment  of  the  right  hon. 
and  gallaut  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
the  Isle  of  Thanet.  I  do  not  think  the 
appointment  is  a  very  extraordinary  one, 
when  you  come  to  reflect  upon  it,  and  to 
consider  the  position  of  the  Chief  Seere- 
tary.    I  can  well    understand  that   i^ 
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Gentlemaa  who  is,  by  common  repute, 
an  oppressive  Scotch  landlord,  should 
appoint  as  his  deputy  a  Gentleman  who 
is  well  known  as  an  oppressive  Irish 
landlord.      By  common  repute  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  is 
one  of  those  Gentlemen  who,  in  Scot- 
land, confiscate  a  good  deal  of  the  ten- 
ants' improvements ;  and  the  right  hon. 
and  pfallant  Gentlemen  the  Member  for 
the  Isle  of   Thanet  is  apparently  after 
the  Chief  Secretary's  own  heart,  for  he 
confiscates  in  Ireland  the  improvements 
of  his  tenants,  and  their  labour,  where- 
ever  he  can.     In  my  own  opinion,  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary took  a  very  consistent  course  when 
he  appointed  the  right  hon.  and  gallant 
Gentleman  as  his  subordinate.     I  agree 
with  my  hon.  Colleagues  in  objecting  to 
that  appointment ;  but  I  cannot  say  that 
it  is  inconsistent.     On  the  contrary,  I 
think  it  is  altogether  consistent  with  the 
proceedings  of   the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man.    Apparently,  the  right  hon.   and 
gallant  Gentleman   the  Parliamentary 
Under  Secretary  is    working    without 
wages ;  but,  if  he  is  doing  so  in  reality, 
he  is  the  first  Irish  landlord  to  follow 
that  course.     I  never  knew  an    Irish 
landlord  who  did  not  manage  to  get 
paid,  in  some  way  or  other,  for  every- 
thing he  did.     They  always  have  a  quid 
pro  quo  for  whatever  they  do.     The  right 
hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  belongs  to 
the  Orange  Organization — an  organiza- 
tion which  we  know,  by  the  records  of 
this  House,  endeavoured  to  set  aside  the 
Sovereign  and  place  the  Duke  of  Cum- 
berland on  the  Throne.    These  are  the 
men  who  prate  and  preach  about  their 
loyalty,  and  these   are  the    men   who 
point  the  finger  of  scorn  at  us,  and  say 
that  we  are  not  sufficiently  loyal.     But 
we  can  reply  to  the  right  hon.  and  gal- 
lant Gentleman  and  his  Friends  that,  so 
far  as  we  are  concerned — we  and  our  Pre- 
decessors who  took  up  a  position  in  this 
House  similar  to  that  which  we  now 
occupy — that  we  were  always  more  loyal 
to  the  Crown  than  these  Gentlemen  who 
parade    and    make   so   much  of   their 
so-called  loyalty.     We  are  told  by  his- 
tory that  7,000  families  were  turned  out 
of    the    County   of    Armagh    by   this 
organization     of    which     the     Under 
Secretary    is    a    professed    member — 
this     deputy    who     has     no     salary. 
He  is  not  averse  to  the  proceedings 
described  by  Plowden,  because,  a  short 


time  ago,  he  endeavoured  to  put  down 
the  right  of  public  meeting  in  the 
counties  of  Armagh  and  Tyrone,  and 
other  counties  in  Ulster.  He  has  the 
appointment  of  Orangemen  as  magis- 
trates, and  one  appointment  in  the 
County  of  Armagh,  which  was  made  by 
the  Chief  Secretary — I  do  not  know 
whether  by  the  present  Chief  Secretary, 
but  I  think  it  was  confirmed  by  him  re- 
cently— was  that  of  a  gentleman  named 
Hamilton.  This  gentleman  is  a  member 
of  the  Orange  organization,  and  this 
gentleman  it  was  who  stood  opposite 
my  house,  and  although  he  had  the 
42nd  Kegiment  and  other  men  under  his 
command,  he  refused  to  budge  an  inch 
while  the  place  was  being  demolished. 
When  I  put  a  Question  in  this  House  on 
the  subject,  what  was  the  answer  I  re- 
ceived ?  Why,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Chief  Secretary  thought  it  was  all  a 
mistake.  He  said  that  a  few  panes  of 
glass  were  broken,  and  that  no  further 
damage  was  done,  and  that  my  state- 
ment was  an  exaggeration.  Well,  Sir, 
I  not  only  put  a  Question  in  this  House 
on  the  subject,  but  I  myself  was  a  wit- 
ness of  the  atrocity.  It  was  after 
9  o'clock  at  night  when  the  depredation 
was  done,  and  I  could  have  fired  from 
my  house  after  that  hour  if  I  had  chosen, 
as  it  was  a  burglarious  attack.  But 
what  did  the  Orange  magistrate  do  ? 
Why,  he  drew  up  the  police  in  front  of 
my  house,  lest  I  should  fire,  so  that  he 
might  be  able  to  arrest  me  instantW. 
He  did  not  arrest  the  men  who  fired  into 
the  house  ;  and  those  who  attacked  it 
not  only  threw  stones,  but  actually  fired 
into  the  house.  There  was  not  a  solitary 
word  in  the  Beport  rendered  by  the 
Besident  Magistrate  with  reference  to  the 
firing  that  went  on  on  that  occasion.  He 
made  no  reference  to  it  whatever;  and 
one  of  the  reasons  why  I  so  strongly 
object  to  this  Orange  Under  Secretary 
to  the  Chief  Secretary  is  that  the 
statements  which  are  being  made 
day  after  day  at  that  Table  are 
not  true.  [6W>«  of  *'  Oh  !  "  and 
••  Order ! "]  Well,  Sir,  when  the  Chief 
Secretary  rises  up  in  his  place,  I  do  not 
say  that  he  makes  statements  which,  to 
his  own  knowledge,  are  untrue.  Every 
man  who  occupies  the  position  of  Chief 
Secretary  must  depend  upon  second- 
hand information ;  but  we,  the  Irish 
Members,  know  that  day  i^ter  day  he 
rises  at  that  Table,  and  makes  state- 
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menta  completely  at  variance  with  the  by  the  right  hon.  Gentlemaa  the  Chief 

facts.     I  eay  that  that  is  a  most  humi-  Secretary  for  Ireland  as  his  buffer  ?    It 

liating  position  for  a  Chief  Secretary  for  was  as  I  have  said,  Sir,  because  the 

Ireland  to  occupy,  or  for  his  Deputy  to  physical  matter  was  thick ;  because  the 

occupy.    From  the  antecedents  of  the  right  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  is 

Chief  Secretary,  it  would  seem  likely  dense;    because  he  is  pachydermatous, 

that  the  position  does  not  annoy  him  being    of    a    rhinoceros-like     sort   of 

very  much;  but  I  assume  that  even  an    nature 

oppressive    Scotch    landlord  has  some  The  CHAIRMAN:    I  must  ask  the 

idea  of  what  is  due  to  this  House,  and  hon.  Member  to  approach  the  considera' 

therefore  it  is  that  I  think  the  right  hon.  tion  of  the  Business  in  a  little  more 

Gentleman    should    answer    Questions  serious  tone,  and  to  use  lan^^uage  a 

himself,  and  that  he  should  do  without  little  more  becoming  to  the  House  of 

a  Deputy  as  far  as  possible.     The  infer-  Commons. 

mation  that  is  received  is  from  the  dif-  Several  hon.  Members  :  Hear,  hear ! 
foront  officials  in  Ireland  who  are  always  ,j,^^  CHAIRMAN  :  Order,  order ! 
controlled  by  the  Orange  Society.  Sir  j^^  TANNER :  I  presume.  Sir.  I  am 
William  Kaye,  the  Assistant  Under  Se-  ^^^  ^^  q^^^  j^  ^^j^  ^^^^  j^;  ^  ^j 
cretary  at  .the  Castle  whose  duty  it  is  ^^^  ^^^  ^^^^  GenUeman  is  pady- 
to  swear  in  Privy  Councillors,  is  an  dermatousfbecause  that  only  means  thick- 
Orangeman  too.  He  belongs  to  my  Banned ;  and  I  intended  to  say  that,  ac 
county  and  my  constituency.  As  to  Mr  ^^^^  t^e  shafts  of  ridicile  which 
Hamilton.  I  know  his  antecedents,  and  „ight*wound  a  tender  and  sensitiye 
I  know  the  antecedents  of  those  gentle-  ^f  jy^^  ^^  ^^^^  Secretary  drop  off 
men  with  whom  the  right  hon.  and  gallant  han^less  from  the  Eeales  which  clothe 
Gentleman  is  associated ;  and  I  say  it  is  ^j^^  ^  j^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^t  Gentlemau 
a  mons^ous  thing  tha  hon  Gentlemen  ^^^  Parliamentary  TJnder  Secretaxy. 
."  *>'.«  House  representing  Irish  const.-  .^^^  ^^  ^  ^/^  „  ^  q^^^^^I, 
-including  myself  and  others  ^j^rf  %„  appointJS  for  the  sake  of 


in  this  House 
tuencies 


i^ff''''i"erfw^^^^  constituents,  we  are  obUged  to  address 

these    Questions,  'the    description    of  \^,  >'^  ^^  }™t  ^  *^t%i.       "^^^ 

replies  which  we  shall  receive.     AYe  can  ;t«  the  old,  old  story.    In  the  words  of 

well  anticipate  the  answers  which  will  ^^"^  ^""'^  ^P^"*'  '*  "^ 

be  given  by  these  men.     I  join  my  hon.  **  The  pretty  Uttle  flower  and  old  oak  tree." 

Colleagues  in  objecting  to  this  appoint-  The  right  hon.  Oentleman  the  Chief 
ment  of  the  right  hon.  and  gallant  Gen-  Secretary  required  some  assistance,  and 
tleman  the  Member  for  the  Isle  of  he  has  got  it  in  the  shape,  the  material 
Thanet.  shape,  of  the  Parliamentary  Under  8e- 
Pk.  tanner  ^Cork  Co.,  Mid^ :  The  cretary.  Well,  now  we  have  to  corn- 
matter — the  physii'al  matter — is  great  plain ^  as  has  already  been  stated,  of  the 
indeed,  but  the  ment:il  capabilities  are  right  hon.  and  gallant  Q^ntleman's 
suiall  of  the  subject  uuder  dispute.  I  manner  in  answering  Questions.  His 
had  the  pleasure  of  beiu^  ac\iuaiuted  manner  in  answering  Questions  ought 
wich  the  right  hou.  and  gallant  Ireurle-  to  be  plainly  perceived  and  anderstood 
m  a  u  the  M  oux  bet  for  the  I  sle  o  f  Th  au  ec  by  every  Member  of  the  House.  [  *  *  Hear, 
many  maiiv  \oaw  ap^v  At  that  rime  hear!"]  * 'Hear,  hear!"  says  a  Ghentle- 
he  was  oailod  *'  TUo  Kuiac'*  vKvdues^  !uaii  who  is  certainly  one  of  the  most 
knows  why  he  \\as  called  *•  VUo  Kiujr/*  :h,^rv'Ui::ily  free  from  bias  sitting  upon 
e  \<.v  pt  t Ua 5  i  c  u» i ;  uod  i\* r :  i v»  ii  o t'  h  *  h  u a  .ue ;  5  h e  o :  h er  side  of  the  Hoose.  Wel^  when 
but»  Ai  A?i\  vatc.  ':\o  x^.i*  \  ^us^idcusv  v^*  Iv  :^e  ruh*  h.^a.  and  gallant  Oentleman 
the  kiUijot.k  vci\.r-u  ssv:u»ii  ot"  siie  ivV'-*'  '■"**''  'v*v,.;er  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
Utu^u  wV.o  U:4 1  »;iv.4:  '..i  *\.*Unk\  A*  iMvc  :encft:  v.v:rL«  t o  the  Table,  his  manner 
oc  t*\o  ll>i^:  Uo»  » i  I  ^a'...*:i.  v.\':'.:ls»-  'JL ':s-.If  is  im^ue use.  at  any  rate,  to  the 
uj  ji u '  >  ca  v\\»  i"  ^  * K»  \\  i .  *  V  * '.  V*  > . » ^ :  I  s*  ,*  ■  i  si  v  o r sv*  :i  w  !i o  p u:»  the  Question.  He 
sue*  I  pl;4vv>i .  *ou  .  S  • .  \\  :\  v\  * «  '*  s*  '• '-;^>-  sO'ion  uv  -  A"  d  doee  he  ever  attempt  to 
h^*i'  aiisl  *;al^»'».  vi\' i '.':u.; ;  s!i\>v;i  i -^hv'^  Auv  O'^e«$cioa  without  reading  it  ? 
I  udex  S.VU-.  «i\  '     \\  'i^\  \v.«>.  ':io  «.iuv>ca  Na  S.i- ;  a^  vvme;»  ttp«  and  he  reads  out 
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the  answer,  which,  I  presume,  is  supplied 
to  him.  It  is  merely  a  mechanical  action 
— **Pull  the  string,  and  the  figure  will 
work."  The  right  hon.  and  gallant  Gen- 
tleman comes  up  and  reads  out  his 
answer,  and  if  you  ask  him  anything 
supplementary,  he  says  to  you — **  Put 
the  Question  down  on  the  Paper,"  or, 
''I  shall  be  most  happy  to  answer  this 
on  a  future  occasion."  Why,  Sir,  I 
imagine  that  in  a  House  like  this,  which 
is  for  the  management  of  Public  Busi- 
ness, Members  ought  to  be  approached 
in  a  very  different  manner,  and  in  a  very 
different  method  to  that.  [**  Hear, 
hear !  "]  **  Hear,  hear !  "  says  an  hon. 
Gentleman  opposite.  Well,  Sir,  it  is 
ludicrous — it  really  is  a  ludicrous  state 
of  affairs — [^Ministerial  cheer 8~\ 

The  CHAIEMAN  :  Order,  order ! 

Dr.  TANNEK  :  It  would  be  ludicrous 
in  itself  were  it  not  for  the  reverse  side 
of  the  picture.     It  is  ludicrous  in  this 
House ;  but  it  is  intended  as  an  insult 
to  the  people  of  Ireland.     A  Gentleman 
who  has  always  declared  himself  to  be 
an  enemy  of  the  mass  of  the  people  of 
Ireland  is  selected  as  Under  Secretary 
for  the  reason  that  he  belongs  to  the 
classes.       ''The    classes     against    the 
masses"  has  always  been  the  doctrine 
of  a  Tory  Administration,  and,  forsooth, 
when  they  come  to  deal  with  Ireland, 
they   put  it  in  a  practicable  way  by 
adopting  as  Under  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  merely  a  figure- 
head, a  representative  of   the   classes, 
and  they  do  it  merely  as  an  insult  to  the 
people  of  Ireland.     I  sincerely  trust  that 
that  insult  will  not  bear  bad  fruit.  For  my 
own  part,  I  know  that  putting  Questions 
to  the  right  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman 
day   after   day  is  very  tiring,  because 
when  you  had  the  pleasure  of  knowing 
the  right  hon.  and   gallant  Gentleman 
once,     under    different    circumstances, 
when  he  comes  up  and  answers  Ques- 
tions in  his  particularly  and  peculiarly 
offensive  way,  one  almost  loses  patience 
and  gets  tired  of  the  thing.     Everybody 
sitting  on  this  side  below  the  Gangway 
will  bear  me  out  that  the  manner  of  the 
Under    Secretary    is    particularly   and 
peculiarly  offensive,  and  I  maintain  that 
in  itself   is  capable  of  creating  an  in- 
creased estrangement  between  law  and 
order  and  the  people  of   Ireland — the 
law  and  order  of  which  the  right  hon. 
and  gallant  Gentleman  is  now  supposed 
to  be  the  responsible  upholder.     Now.. 


if  business  is  going  to  be  carried  on,  and 
carried  on  in  a  spirit  of  respect  for  law 
and  order,  I  really  think  the  Government 
have  gone  the  very  worst  possible  way  to 
work  to  secure  it,  and,  accordingly,  I 
sincerely  hope  that  the  Government  will 
seriously  weigh  the  observations  which 
have  been  addressed  to  them  in  the 
course  of  this  debate.  This  question 
will  crop  up  again  at  some  future  time, 
because  the  right  hon.  and  gallant  Gen- 
tleman is  not  always  to  do  his  work  for 
nothing.  He  will  have  to  be  paid  sooner 
or  later.  I  did  not  rise.  Sir,  for  the 
purpose  of  inflicting  a  long  speech  upon 
the  Committee  in  connection  with  this 
matter — a  matter  which  appears  to  me 
a  most  lamentable,  and,  I  might  almost 
say  a  most  degraded  one — but  I  rise  to 
express  a  sincere  hope  that  the  Govean- 
ment  will,  at  any  rate  before  the  affair 
goes  too  far — before  the  winter  comes  in 
and  the  dark  nights  come  on — they  will, 
at  any  rate,  adopt  some  safeguard,  some 
muzzle,  in  order  to  prevent  the  right  hon. 
and  gallant  Gentleman  giving  effect  to 
those  bloodthirsty  views  which  are 
characteristic  of  the  Orange  Society. 
[**  Order,  order!"]  The  noble  Mar- 
quess says  **  Order,  order;"  but  does 
he  know  anything  about  the  Orange 
Society  ?  They  once  tried  to  swear  me 
in,  and  I  can  tell  this  Committee  what 
my  experience  was.  I  was  told  then  and 
there  that  the  object  of  the  Orange 
Society  was  to  drive  Catholics  out 
of  Ireland ;  and  because  I  said  to 
the  man  who  swore  me  in  as  an 
Orangeman  that  Catholics  had  as 
good  a  right  to  live  as  Protestants, 
he  refused  to  have  me  as  an  Orangeman. 
I  was  only  a  boy  of  15  years  of  age  at 
that  time.  That,  however,  is  the  organi- 
zation to  which  the  right  hon.  and  gal- 
lant Gentleman  belongs,  and  that  is  the 
organization  to  my  criticism  of  which 
the  noble  Marquess  opposite  says, 
**  Order,  order !"  Let  the  noble  Mar- 
quess learn  something  about  it.  That 
is  the  organization  of  which,  as  I  say, 
the  right  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman 
is  the  frontispiece.  If  this  sort  of 
figure  head  be  adopted  to  grace  Her 
Majesty's  Government,  all  I  can  say  is, 
that  I  congratulate  them  upon  it,  be- 
cause he  will  be  a  figure  head  which 
will  lead  them  to  digrace — which  will 
lead  them  to  that  digrace  and  retirement 
which  I  sincerely  hope  to  see  them  find 
a  reffAgium  peocatorium  at  no  distant  date. 
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TriK  (m\ KF  SPX'RETARY for  IRE- 
LAN  I)  ''Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour)  (Manches- 
ter, JO. ) :  I  (loiiotrisetouttorasingleword 
(>f  reply  to  tho  oxcc(»dingly  poraonal 
attack  which  tho  hon.  Member  who  has 
juht  Hat  down  han  made  upon  my  right 
hon.  and  gallant  Friend.  What  ho  has 
utt'*red  I  imagine  is  quite  within  the 
strict  limits  of  dobato,  yot  I  think  every- 
ono  who  heard  him  will  admit  that  that 
Hproch  was  a  species  of  personal  attack 
Avliich  does  little  credit  to,  and  which,  if 
it  becomes  permanent  in  this  Ilouse, 
will  entirely  destroy  what  remains  of 
tho  dignity  of  tho  Parliament  of  this 
eoiinhy.  The  appointment  of  my  right 
hon.  and  gallant  Friend  the  Member  of 
tlie  l»lo  of  Thanet,  a^  Ihider  Secretary 
to  tlio  Lord  Lieutenant,  has  been  de- 
scribed by  other  hon. Members  below  tho 
C^'Uigway  oppo{»ite  hi  speeches,  the  gene- 
ral tvuio  of  which  I  might  complain, 
tliotigh  tho  speeches  they  have  delivered 
at  all  events,  as  loutrasted  with  that  of 
tho  hon.  Member  who  has  iust  sat  down. 


lishmen  or  Scotchmen  to  the  post  of 
Chief  Secretary,  shows  a  want  of  sym- 
pathy with  Irish  requirements.  There 
may  be  some  faint  justi6catioii  for  that 
idea;  but,  at  all  events,  the  Govern- 
ment were  of  opinion  that  if  an  Under 
Secretary  were  appointed,  an  Irishmaa 
should  be  chosen,  and  observe  what  the 
result  of  the  appointment  of  an  Irish- 
man has  been.  Hon.  Gentlemen  oppo- 
site have  occupied  their  time  ever 
since  my  right  hon.  and  gallant  Friend 
was  appointed,  in  raking  up  every  inci- 
dent, or  every  imagined  incident,  in  bis 
past  life  which  they  thought  could  be 
used  against  him.  Where  history  failed 
they  have  fallen  back  on  invention. 
They  have  coloured  and  exaggerated 
every  incident  when  there  was  any  foun- 
dation whatever  for  it,  and  where  they 
failed  to  find  a  slight  foundation  of  fact 
for  an  incident,  thej  have  done  without 
it  and  have  invented  the  whole  thing. 
(Vi>*o/'' Order  I''l 
The  CHAIRMAST  :  I  must  point  out 


may    bo    deemed   bi'th    diguitiod    and    to  the  right  boo.  Gentleman  that  he  is 
niodorato.    N\nv.  I  am  glad  t.>  bare  this    oxoeeding  the    limit  of  Parliamentary 

debate  when  he  attributes  to  hon.  Mem- 
lers  the  invention  of  charges  against 
t'.io  right  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman 
:lu^  Member  for  the  Isle  of  Thanet. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  admit  that 
::;e  expre^^ic^a  was  highlv  un-Parliamen- 
:3ry.  and  I  a{H>logize  for  having  used  it. 
1  « :11  s.^r  ih^t  hon.  Members  have  been 
\  ArrU\i  ATST  br  the  force  and  fervour  of 
:h?':r  :::::Airi:A^^«:s  in  dealing  with  this 
*ur"fvT.     i:  will  be  observed  that  every 


opp\n*:u!ii:Y  of  bearing  mv  losTim  ny  as 
tho  pov>oii  bosi  *|«Hl"t*.cd  to  juxige,  :o  !:;o 
iibi.ifx  ;u;a  olVis :  w.iU  whi*h  luv  ri^zh: 
b. o : '.  ;r.: x*.  c ;» ;  1  :»*  *  K r ; e :i .;  h s s  po r tor :v. c vl :  h e 
\;  vi : ;  o s  \A  i». : 0 h  I .  a \  o  boot;  xi o \  o'  v od  :; t^.^ :: 
b*.*.u.  Av,d  I  wouM  C!ip;v:Au\  \A.',  :;;:»  st- 
tv'Af.ov.  x\f  ;ho  \Viu*.u-.t:^v  \,>  :ho  kir„i  v^: 
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Fome  organization  and  therefore  cannot 
he  trusted  in  the  Executive.  [An  hon. 
Member  :  He  is  an  Orangeman.]  The 
lion.  Member  will  kindly  allow  me  to  go 
on  with  my  speech.  If  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary is  not  an  Irishman,  hon.  Members 
say  lie  is  totally  ignorant  of  Irish  affairs 
and  has  no  proper  qualification  for  their 
administration ;  and  if  he  is  an  Irishman 
they  say  he  is  connected  with  some 
Party  which  makes  him  practically  in- 
capable of  holding  an  equal  balance 
between  the  two  Parties.  Now,  if  the 
canons  laid  down  by  hon.  Gentlemen  for 
the  appointment  of  Irish  Secretaries 
were  adhered  to,  you  would  never  have 
an  Irish  Secretary  at  all.  I  will  not 
endeavour  to  deal  with  the  personal 
accusations  which  have  been  brought 
against  my  right  hon.  and  gallant 
Friend.  My  right  hon.  and  gallant 
Friend  has  himself  dealt  with  them  in 
the  speech  he  has  delivered,  and  has 
blown  them  into  ten  thousand  fragments. 
It  would  be  as  unbecoming,  as  it  would 
be  unnecessary  for  me  to  again  go  over 
the  ground  which  the  right  hon.  and 
gallant  Gentleman  has  so  well  traversed, 
and  I  only  rose,  therefore,  briefly  to 
expose  the  contradictions  and  fallacies 
which  underlie  the  speeches  which  have 
been  delivered,  and  briefly  to  take  this 
opportunity  of  bearing  publicly  my  tes- 
timony to  the  ability  and  industry  and 
efficiency  which  my  right  hon.  and 
gallant  Friend  has  displayed  in  the  dis- 
charge of  the  duties  of  his  Ofiice. 

Mu,  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.) :  I  do  not 
intend  or  desire  to  prolong  this  discus- 
sion to  any  considerable  extent,  as  I 
think  we  have  now  reached  a  period  at 
which  it  might  be  fairly  concluded ;  but 
I  do  think  that  before  we  leave  this 
branch  of  the  question,  we  are  entitled 
to  complain  of  the  conduct  of  the  Go- 
vernment in  this  respect,  because  what 
have  the  Government  done  ?  Why  have 
they  made  an  appointment  which,  so  far 
as  I  can  understand  it,  is  entirely  without 
precedent  ?  There  has  been  a  difference 
of  opinion  between  the  two  Front 
Benches  on  that  point,  and  the  Govern- 
ment have  given  a  distinct  pledge  on 
more  than  one  occasion  in  my  own  hear- 
ing, that  in  this  Session  a  Bill  should 
be  introduced  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
firming the  appointment  of  the  right 
hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman.  From 
that  pledge  they  have  now  withdrawn. 
I  consider  that  the  Irish  Eepresentatives 


have  serious  grounds  of  grievance  for 
the  Government  withdrawing  from  that 
pledge  which  they  distinctly  have  done. 
That  in  itself  is  a  sufficient  ground  and 
justification  for  the  debate  which  has 
now  arisen  in,  I  think,  a  very  inadequate 
and  inconvenient  way.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  bears 
his  testimony  to  the  efficiency  of  the 
right  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  the 
Parliamentary  Under  Secretary  for  Ire- 
land. "Well,  in  the  first  place,  I  must  say 
that  I  do  not  believe  there  is  a  man  in 
the  House  more  unqualified  to  give  tes- 
timony to  the  efficiency  of  anybody  than 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman.  I  would 
allude  to  two  points  mentioned  in  his 
speech.  He  founded  an  elaborate  argu- 
ment, which  seemed  to  be  perfectly  satis- 
factory to  his  own  mind — for  he  treated 
it  as  an  argument  which  he  himself  be- 
lieved— that  no  Irishman  could  be 
appointed  to  the  Irish  Secretaryship 
without  beiug  open  to  the  charge  of  his 
being  a  Party  man»  He  condemned  the 
appointment  of  Irishmen  to  this  Office 
as  inconvenient,  because  of  the  peculiar 
position  of  the  Irish  Government;  but 
what  are  the  facts  concerning  the  Irish 
Government?  Men  are  appointed  to  the 
Irish  Secretaryship  altogether  inde- 
pendently and  apart  from  any  control 
by  the  Irish  people.  You  require,  there- 
fore, on  the  part  of  a  man  so  appointed, 
qualifications  which  you  would  not  ordi- 
narily require  in  appointments  as  be- 
tween the  two  Front  Benches.  We  have 
no  Parliamentary  control  over  those 
officials — we  cannot  influence  their  action. 
We  go  on  talking  here,  but  all  to  no 
purpose.  It  may  give  some  satisfaction 
to  our  constituents  that  we  should  go  on 
criticizing  in  this  way,  talking  by  the 
hour ;  but  we  know  that  it  is  all  to  no 
purpose.  It  is  followed  by  no  results, 
and  all  our  words  fall  on  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary like  water  on  a  duck's  back.  He  is 
not  affected  by  what  we  say,  and  he  is 
therefore  placed  absolutely  beyond  all 
effective  criticism  on  the  part  of  the  Re- 
presentatives of  the  Iri  sh  people.  There- 
fore you  are  bound  to  look  for,  in  a  man 
responsible  for  the  administration  of  the 
law  in  Ireland,  very  different  qualifica- 
tions from  those  you  would  expect  in 
an  Englishman,  who  is  appointed  and 
controlled  by  the  Bepresentatives  of 
the  majority  of  his  countrymen  in  this 
House.  We  find,  when  we  come  to  ex- 
amine the  arguments  of  the  right  hon. 
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into  the  working  of  the  Irish  OfRce,  in 
a  spirit  of  honesty,  and  will  resolutely 
strive  to  arrive  at    the   truth    without 
allowing  himself  to  be  biassed  in  favour 
of  the  officials.      There  cannot  be  the 
slightest  doubt,  even  from    the   point 
of  view  of  a  Unionist,   that  the  great 
evil  in   Ireland   is  the  existence  of  a 
bureaucratic    system — this  old  crusted 
system,  crusted  with  long  impunity  and 
irresponsibility  and  want  of  criticism  in 
Dublin  Castle.     Even  from  the  point  of 
view  of  the  Unionist,  you  should  have 
in  Ireland  a  Chief  Secretary  who  will 
approach  those   matters  with  an  open 
mind,  and  who  will,  if  he  finds  that  the 
officials  are  right,  bo  prepared  to  defend 
them,    but,  if    he   finds  that  they  are 
wrong,   will  be  prepared  to  condemn 
them.    But  here  we  have  a  man  who  is 
a   bitter  partizan,    who   comes  to  this 
House,  not  as  an  impartial  administra- 
tor, but  as  the  champion  of  the  Irish 
officials,    as   the    enemy    of  the  Irish 
people    or    their  Kepresentatives,   and 
determined  to  meet  all  their  questions 
by  answers  which  shall  be  satisfactory 
to  no  one  but  himself  and  those  he  re- 
presents.     We   desire  to   criticize  the 
conduct  of  those  officials,  and  to  have 
their   actions   judged  impartially,  and 
that  is  why  we   consider   the  appoint- 
ment  of  the  present   Under  Secretary 
for  Ireland  altogether  indefensible.     I 
am  anxious  to  bring  this  discussion  to  a 
close,  in  order  that  we  may  proceed  to 
consider  the  question  of  general  admi- 
nistration under  this  Vote  ;  but  I  warn 
the   right  bon.   Gentleman   the   Chief 
Secretary    that  this   question    will   be 
raised  on  a  future  occasion,  when  the 
Government  bring  forward   their  pro- 
posal for  fixing  the  salary  of  the  right 
hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  the  Isle  of  Thanet  (Colonel  King- 
Ilarman),  and  when  the  question  is  again 
raised  I  shall  be  very  much  surprised  if 
we  do  not  get  some  support,  even  from 
hon.  Members  opposite. 

The  first  LOED  of  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith)  (Strand, 
Westminster) :  I  have  listened  very  at- 
tentively to  the  speech  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  East  Mayo  (Mr.  Dillon),  and  I 
Uiust  say  I  do  not  suppose  he  wishes  to 
do  an  injustice  to  an  opponent,  even  to 
the  right  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  the  Isle  of  Thanet.  I 
have  no  doubt  that  he  has  uttered  what 

Mr.  IHllim 


ho  believes  to  be  absolutely  true,  so  far 
as  his  views  are  concerned ;  but  I  join 
issue,  on  behalf  tbe  Goyornment,  with 
the  hon.  Gentleman.     The  appointment 
of  the  right  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman 
was  the  appointment  of  the  Government, 
and  the  acts  of  the  right  hon.  and  gal- 
lant Gentleman  are  the  acts  of  the  Go- 
vernment. We  are  responsible  for  them; 
we  entirely  accept  that  responsibility ; 
and  instead  of  believing,  as  the  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  East  Mayo 
does,  that  my  right  hon.  and  gallant 
Friend  the  Under  Secretary  is  influenced 
by  partial  motives,  and  is  anxious  to 
shield  officials    unjustly,    we    believe 
that  he  is  absolutely  impartial,  and  is 
incapable  of  any  attempt  unduly  and 
impartially  to  protect  those  officers  who 
have  in  any  way  failed  to  do  their  duty 
to  any  hon.  Gentleman  in  this  House, 
either  on  the  opposite  side  or  on  this. 
I  can  understand  the  feeling  which  the 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  East 
Mayo  and  other  hon.  Gentlemen  oppo- 
site have  given  expression  to,    and  I 
deeply  deplore  it.    I  think  it  most  un- 
fortunate that  hon.  Gentlemen  from  Ire- 
land are  at  present — I  will  not  say  they 
will  always  oe  so — but  that  they  are  at 
present  incapable  of    doing    oomplete 
justice  to  the  qualities  of  those  to  whom 
they  are  politically  opposed.    I  say  it  is 
a  great  misfortune,  and  I  hope  the  time 
is  coming  when  the  capacity  for  doing 
absolute   justice — for    doing   complete 
justice — to  those  from  whom  they  differ, 
will  come  to  hon.  Members  from  Ire- 
land, as  I  trust  it  will  always  exist  in 
England. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALT  (Longford,  N.) : 
FarneUism  and  Crime  I 

Mr.  .W.  H.  SMITH :  E  have  never 
been  of  opinion  that  interruptions  are 
arguments.  I  am  not  in  the  habit  of 
interrupting  the  hon.  and  learned  Mem- 
ber for  North  Longford  nor  his  Col- 
leagues when  they  are  attempting  to 
place  their  views  before  the  House.  I 
will  not  prolong  this  discussion  any  fur- 
ther, except  to  say  that  we,  the  Govern- 
ment, accept,  entirely  and  freely,  oom- 
plete responsibility  for  all  the  acts  of 
poiy  right  hon.  and  gallant  Friend;  that 
it  is  at  their  instance  that  the  course 
which  has  been  adopted  has  been  pur- 
sued; and  that,  in  our  judgment,  my 
right  hon.  and  gallant  Friend  the  Mem- 
ber for  the  Isle  of  ^Jlianet  has  most 
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conscientiously  endeavoured  to  discharge 
his  duty  by  the  Government,  and  by  the 
country  to  which  he  belongs. 

Mr.  BIQGAR  (Cavan,  W.) :  We 
have  had  a  very  edifying  statement 
from  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  ;  but  I  must  just 
remark  that,  in  my  opinion,  it  comes 
with  remarkabl}'  good  grace  from  the 
vendor  of  Parnellism  and  Crime. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided: — Ayes  52; 
Noes  113:  Majority  61. — (Div.  List, 
No.  438.)  [10.45  P.M.] 

Original  Question  again  proposed. 

Mr.  W.  a.  MACDONALD:  The 
arguments  I  was  endeavouring  to  ad- 
dress to  the  Committee  when  I  was 
interrupted  I  think  were  not  appre- 
ciated by  the  Chief  Secretary.  I  did 
not  complain  of  him  because  he  is  not 
an  Irishman ;  but  what  we  do  complain  of 
is  that  he  is  a  Scotchman  wholly  ignorant 
of  Ireland.  All  Scotchmen  and  all 
Englishmen  are  not  wholly  ignorant  of 
Ireland  ;  and  I  am  thankful  to  say  that 
the  number  of  those  Scotchmen  and 
Englishmen  who  were  appointed  to  the 
Chief  Secretaryship  of  Ireland  without 
any  knowledge  of  that  country  is,  and 
has  been,  rapidly  diminishing.  I  think 
that  the  least  we  can  expect  is  that 
when  the  Government  appoint  a  Chief 
Secretary  who  is  not  an  Irishman,  they 
should  appoint  someone  whom  they 
know  has  had  some  contact  with  the 
country,  some  personal  experience  of  it, 
and  entertains  some  sympathy  with  it. 
Now,  I  was  saying  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  present  Chief  Secretary 
not  only  knows  nothing  about  Ireland, 
because,  so  far  as  I  am  aware,  he  has 
only  made  two  visits  to  that  country 
since  his  appointment — the  first  time 
when  he  took  the  Oath  as  Chief  Secre- 
tary, and  the  second  time  when  he  went 
over  to  Ireland  for  the  purpose  of  pro- 
claiming the  country.  Now,  our  com- 
plaint is  not  merely  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  is  ignorant  of  Ireland,  and 
does  not  wish  to  know  anything  about 
it,  but  we  complain  also  that  he  does 
not  discharge  his  duties  in  this  House. 
He  is  distinctly  appointed  to  do  certain 
work,  and  that  work  he  throws  over  on 
to  the  shoulders  of  another.  Now,  I 
say.  Sir,  that  even  if  that  other  were 
thoroughly  as  competent  as  we  believe 
him  to  be  inoompetent,  the  right  hon. 


Gentleman  ought  not  to  throw  his  work 
upon  the  shoulders  of  anybody.  He 
ought  to  do  his  work  himself.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  does  not  choose  to 
do  his  own  work,  and  I  think  it  rather 
hard  that  he  should  get  a  man  to  do  it, 
and  give  him  no  salary  for  his  pains.  I 
must  say  that  if  I  had  dirty  work  to  do, 
and  wanted  it  done  by  somebody  else,  I 
should  take  care  that  the  person  who 
did  it  should  be  paid  for  doing  it.  But 
the  Government  give  the  right  hon.  and 
gallant  Gentleman  the  Member  for  the 
Isle  of  Thanet  no  salary.  They  have 
not  attempted  to  introduce  into  this 
House  a  Bill  for  the  purpose  of  giving 
him  a  salary,  and  I  do  think  that 
that  is  rather  hard  upon  the  Farlia* 
mentary  Under  Secretary.  Now,  Sir, 
what  is  the  position  in  which  the  Irish 
Members  are  placed  in  this  House  ?  We 
are  compelled,  by  the  Kules  of  the 
House,  to  address  our  Questions  to  the 
Head  of  the  Department — we  have  been 
distinctly  told  that  that  is  the  course  for 
us  to  pursue — and  instead  of  acting  as 
we  do  in  other  cases — that  is  to  say, 
instead  of  putting  down  our  Questions 
to  the  Ministers  who  will  reply  to  them, 
we  are  compelled  to  go  through  the 
farce  and  the  utter  absurdity  of  saying — 
^'I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  a  Ques- 
tion," when  we  know  perfectly  well  that 
the  Question  will  not  be  answered  by 
him,  but  by  his  subordinates.  Now,  I 
do  not  think  that  that  is  the  way  in 
which  hon.  Members  ought  to  be  treated 
in  this  House.  And  now  I  want,  for 
two  or  three  minutes,  to  institute  a  com- 
parison between  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Chief  Secretary  and  others 
who  have  held  a  similar  position  in  this 
House,  and  I  do  not  think  that  that 
comparison  will  be  particularly  favour- 
able to  the  present  Chief  Secretary.  In 
1874  the  Conservative  Government  took 
Office,  and  they  appointed  as  their  Chief 
Secretary  the  right  hon.  Baronet  the 
Member  for  West  Bristol  (Sir  Michael 
Hicks-Beach) ;  that  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man made  himself  thoroughly  acquainted 
with  all  the  Departments  of  the  Irish 
Administration.  In  his  time  there  was 
passed  probably  one  of  the  most  useful 
measures  which  have  ever  been  passed 
in  Ireland — namely,  the  Intermediate 
Education  Act ;  and,  so  far  as  it  was 
possible  for  anyone  of  his  politios  to 
gain  the  respect  and  goodwill  of  the 
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people  of  Ireland,  they  were  gained  by 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  West  Bristol  at   that  time.     Then 
he  was  followed  in  the  Office  by  Mr. 
James  Lowther,  of  whom  I  will  only 
say  that  if  he  could  do  nothing  else,  he 
could  do  one  thing  which  the  Irish  people 
at  that  time  appreciated — he  could  hunt. 
I  wonder  whether  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  present  Chief  Secretary  (Mr. 
A.  J.  Balfour)  can  hunt.     I  imagine  it 
would  imply  too  much  exertion  on  the 
part  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman.     "We 
have,  however,  heard  something  in  the 
House  of  the  right  hon.   Gentleman's 
talents    and   abilities    in    the    way   of 
boating.  My  experience  is  that  the  right 
hon.   Gentleman  can  neither  hunt  nor 
punt.     With  the  change  in  Government 
that  followed,  we  had  in  Ireland  the  late 
Mr.  W.  E.  Forster.  I  dare  say  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour)  will 
say — **  Well,  at  any  rate,  I  am  doing 
better  than  Mr.  Forster;"  but  is  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  quite  sure  that  he 
is  doing  better,  or  is  likely  to  do  better, 
than  Mr.  Forster  ?    Mr.  Forster  failed, 
because  he  put  1,000  Irishmen  in  prison 
and    kept    them    there    without  trial, 
because     in   that    he     suspended    the 
Habeas  Corpus  Act  in   Ireland.      We 
have  been  told,  on  high  authority,  that 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman   (Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour)  has  virtually    suspended,   al- 
though not  in  form,  the  Habeas  Corpus 
Act  in  Ireland,  because  the  trial  to  wluch 
my  hon.  Friends  and  myself  may  be  sub- 
jected to  by-and-bye,  if  we  hold  meet- 
ings of  the  proclaimed  National  League, 
will  be   a  sham   and  a  delusion ;  and, 
therefore,  the  failure  which  beset  Mr. 
Forster  is,  I  think,  very  likely  indeed  to 
beset  the  right  hon.  Gentleman.     But, 
at    any    rate,    whatever  Mr.   Forster' s 
faults  were,  they  were  the  faults  of  his 
head  rather  than  of  his  heart.     We  all 
knew    perfectly  well  that  Mr.  Forster 
sympathized  with  Ireland  in  the  time  of 
her  greatest  sorrow,   and  showed  that 
sympathy  by  visiting  the  country  and  by 
personally  administering  to  the  wants  of 
the  dying  people.     When  has  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  present  Chief  Se- 
cretary ever  manifested  anything  at  all 
approaching  such  sympathy  for  Ireland? 
Then  after  Mr.  Forster  we  had  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  present  Member  for 
the  Bridgeton  Division  of  Glasgow  (Sir 
George  Trevelyan).  Well,  Sir,  we  think 
he  has  atoned  for  many  faults  in  his 
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administration  by  having  seen  the  trae 
remedy  for  Iridi   grievances,    and  by 
setting    himself  deliberately    to  secure 
that  remedy.      Then  we  had  as  Chief 
Secretary  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  the  Stirling  Burghs  (Mr. 
Campbell-Bannerman),  who  also  found 
salvation  in  Home  Bule.     Then  there 
was  a  change  of  Government  and  yoa 
came  into  power  once  more,   and  yon 
appointed  as  Chief  Secretary  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  present  Vice  Presi- 
dent of  the  Council  (Sir  William  Hart 
Dyke),  who,  at  any  rate,   did  no  harm 
if  he  did  no  particular  good.     Then  we 
had  after  him  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
who  now  leads  the  Mouse  (Mr.  W.  H. 
Smith).     His  tenure  of  Office  was  not 
particularly  long;  indeed,  I  believe  it 
lasted  only  for  48  hours.     But,  when  we 
consider  the  distinguished  ability  with 
which  he'conduots  Business  in  this  House, 
when  we  remember  how  versatile  he  is, 
how  extraordinary  his  eloquence,  and 
how  wonderful  his  power  of  illustration 
is,  and  what  a  master  he  is  of  all  the  tricks 
and  rules  of  debate,  when  we  remember 
what  an  illustrious  person  in  every  re- 
spect he  is,  I  am  sure  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  present  Chief  Secretary 
(Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour)  will  feel  that,  com- 
pared with  him,  he  must  hide  his  dimi- 
nished head.     Then  we  had,  when  the 
Government   once   more    changed,  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne  (Mr.  John  Morley) 
who,  by  his  participation  in  the  great 
measure,  did  more  for  the  pacification  of 
Ireland  than  all  your  87  Coercion  Acts 
of  the  present  century  rolled  into  one 
have  done.  Now,  all  these  various  Chief 
Secretaries  differed  from  one  another  in 
a  great  many  points.     They  differed  in 
temperament,  in  politics ;  but  there  was 
one  point  on  which  they  all  agreed — they 
did  their  own  work.    They  stood  firndy ; 
they  stood  up  against  the  attacks  which 
were    made    upon    them    from    these 
Benches ;  they  stood  them  like  men ;  they 
braved  the  storm.     But  what  does  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  A.  J.  Bal- 
four) do  ?  He  does  not  brave  the  storm; 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  hides  himself 
from  the  shower  of  criticism  which  is 
continually  falling  from  these  Benches, 
owing  to  the  superior  knowledge    we 
possess  of  the  condition  of  oar  country. 
I    can    easily    understand    that    Lord 
Salisbury  may  have  been  very  anxious 
to  find  a  placo  for  the  right  hon.  Oen- 
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tleman.  I  can  easily  understand  the 
motives  which  may  have  induced  him 
to  desire  to  shelter  him  from  our  criti- 
cism, and  the  exposure  of  his  ignorance 
which  would  be  sure  to  follow,  if  he 
answered  our  Questions  for  himself. 
But  I  do  not  think  the  House  or  the 
country  will  acquit  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman of  blame  for  not  doing  the  work 
which  he  has  been  appointed  and  paid 
to  perform.  Then,  Sir,  there  is  another 
complaint  which  I  make  against  tho 
right  hon.  Gentleman.  I  had  the  honour 
of  introducing  to  the  Gallery  of  this 
House  an  Austrian  lady,  whose  ability, 
I  think,  will  not  be  denied  by  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman,  when  I  say  that  she  is 
an  occasional  contributor  to  The  Free 
Preee  of  Vienna  and  The  Feather  Lloyd. 
She  was  very  anxious  to  see  our  Parlia- 
mentary system  at  work,  and  she  ob- 
served very  carefully  all  she  saw.  I  was 
very  naturally  much  impressed  by  her 
criticisms,  and  what  she  said  was  that 
she  had  always  supposed  that  English 
gentlemen  were  superior — [6Vi>«  of 
**  Question  !  "] — ^you  will  see  the  Ques- 
tion in  a  moment — I  am  not  running 
away  from  it — she  said  she  always  sup- 
posed that  English  gentlemen  were 
superior  to  all  others,  but  that  her 
opinion  on  that  subject  was  consider- 
ably modi6ed  when  she  observed  the 
action  of  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite. 
She  added  that  there  was  one  man — 
and  now  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  will 
understand  the  point  of  my  remarks — 
there  was  one  man  on  the  Front  Govern- 
ment Bench  who  reclined  or  stretched 
himself  out  at  full  length  when  Irish 
Members  were  speaking,  pretending 
to  be  asleep ;  but,  she  said,  you  could 
easily  see  that  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman was  not  asleep,  for  every  now 
and  then  he  would  laugh  derisively. 
That  was  during  the  passage  of  the 
Crimes  Bill  through  this  House,  and  I, 
for  one,  had  no  great  difficulty  in  iden- 
tifying the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Chief  Secretary.  I  do  think  that  in  the 
somewhat  delicate  position  which  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  occupies  we  ought  to 
receive  courtesy  at  his  hands — he  ought 
to  observe  all  the  principles  of  courtesy 
which,  of  course,  he  so  well  understands. 
My  friend  has  lived  in  Italy,  in  France, 
in  Germany,  in  Scotland,  and  in  Ire- 
land ;  but  very  likely  she  was  not  very 
intimately  acquainted  with  the  manner 
of  the  English  aristocracy,  of  which  the 


right  hon.  Gentleman  is  so  distinguished 
a  scion.  [^  laugh.^  Hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite  may  think  courtesy  a  small 
matter,  and  discourtesy  a  small  mat- 
ter; they  may  think  that  courtesy  is 
a  thing  which  you  may  take  off  and  put 
on  at  pleasure,  just  as  a  man  takes  off 
and  puts  on  his  clothes  ;  but  I  liold  that 
bad  manners  are  bad  models,  and  I  say 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  ought  to  learn 
this  lesson  and  treat  hon.  Gentlemen  of 
this  House  invariably  with  courtesy, 
and  in  a  very  different  style  to  that  in 
which  he  acted  when  the  Crimes  Bill 
was  passing  through  the  House.  There 
is  another  charge  still  graver  which  I 
desire  to  bring  against  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman.  I  deliberately  charge  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  with  breaking  a 
pledge  whieh  he  solemnly  gave  to  this 
House.  My  hon.  Friend  the  junior 
Member  for  the  City  of  Cork  (Mr. 
Maurice  Healy)  made  this  clear  to  the 
world,  and  it  was  commented  upon  in 
various  newspapers,  and  even  the  most 
moderate  newspapers  gave  a  verdict 
against  the  right  hon.  Gentleman.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  distinctly  pro- 
mised, when  the  Crimes  Bill  was  passing 
through  Committee,  that  he  would  in- 
troduce a  clause  in  it  which  would  pro- 
vide that  anyone  accused  under  the  Act 
should  have  a  right  of  appeal,  no  matter 
how  short  the  term  of  his  imprisonment 
might  be.  It  was  not  convenient  to  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  to  keep  that 
pledge.  The  Times  newspaper  shrieked 
against  it,  and,  of  course,  he  immediately 
followed  the  doctrine  taught  him  by  The 
TimeSf  and  he  backed  out  of  the  assur- 
ance, telling  the  House  he  had  changed 
his  mind.  But  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
is  a  student  of  ethics,  and  he  knows  per- 
fectly well  that  there  is  the  widest  dif- 
ference in  the  world  between  a  broken 
promise  and  an  altered  intention.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  may  alter  his 
intention  a  thousand  times  a-day  if  he 
is  only  affected ;  but  he  has  no  right  to 
break  a  pledge  solemnly  given  to  this 
House.  This,  Mr.  Courtney,  is  the  man 
to  whose  tender  mercies  we  are  to  be 
subjected  during  the  next  winter.  I  do 
not  care  to  attack  subordinates,  but  to 
put  the  blame  upon  what  I  think  are 
the  right  shoulders.  What  are  the  com- 
plaints I  have  to  make  against  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman?  I  have  to  complain 
that  he  is  ignorant  of  Ireland,  and  is 
resolved  to  remain  ignorant;   that  ho 
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at  the  end  of  Question  time ;  and 
any  Questions  put  to  me  in  re- 
gard to  policy,  and  which  are  not 
down  upon  the  Paper,  I  am  always ! 
ready  to  answer.  I  appeal  to  hon.  Gen- 
tlemen whether  I  do  not  always  do  my 
bestto  answer  such  Questions  efficiently? 
Having  pointed  r.nt  exactly  what  tlie 
functions  are  which  I  have  asked  my 
right  hon.  and  gallant  Friend  to  dis- 
charge in  this  House,  may  I,  without 
being  egotistical,  ask  the  Committee  to 
consider  what  are  the  duties  I  have 
myself  to  undertake  in  this  House? 
Hon.  Gentlemen  have  drawn  a  compa- 
rison, as  I  said  before,  between  me  and 
my  Predecessors  in  Office.  I  have  no 
desire  to  measure  myself  against  those 
Gentlemen  as  regards  qualifications  for 
the  Office ;  that  is  not  my  business ;  but 
I  say  this  with  absolute  confidence— that 
no  Irish  Secretary  has  ever  had  to  con- 
duct, in  the  same  space  of  time,  so  large 
and  difficult  an  amount  of  Irish  Busi- 
ness in  this  House  as  I  have  had.  Since 
I  camo  into  Office  in  March,  I  have  been 
the  Minister  responsible  for  the  prepa- 
ration and  for  the  conduct  in  this  House 
of  two  enormous  Bills — the  Criminal 
Law  Amendment  Bill  and  the  Irish 
Land  Bill.  These  Bills  have  taken  up 
almost  the  whole  time  of  the  House 
since  I  came  into  Office.  It  would  be 
in  vain  for  anyone  to  search,  the  records 
of  any  previous  Chief  Secretary  to  find 
any  occasion  upon  which  a  Chief  Secre- 
tary has  been  responsible  for  two  great 
Irish  Bills  which  have  occupied  any- 
thing like  the  same  amount  of  Parlia- 
mentary time.  I  do  not  wish  to  dwell 
upon  this  point — it  is,  perhaps,  a  rather 
egotistical  one.  But  let  me  ask  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  to  cast  their  minds 
back  to  the  great  Irish  Bills  that  have 
previously  occupied  the  attention  of 
Parliament.  What  are  they?  The 
two  greatest  that  I  can  recollect  have 
been  the  Land  Bill  of  1881  and  the 
Crimes  Bill  of  1882.  Neither  the  Land 
Bill  of  1881  nor  the  Crimes  Bill  of  1882 
were  in  charge  of  the  Chief  Secretary 
of  to-day.  The  Land  Act  of  1881  was 
in  charge  of  the  Prime  Minister,  and 
the  Crimes  Act  of  1882  was  in  charge  of 
the  then  Homo  Secretary;  but  I  have 
had  charge  of  the  two  great  Bills — the 
Land  Act  and  the  Crimes  Act — both  of 
which  have  been  carried  this  year. 
Well,  Sir,  this  is  all  I  think  it  is  neces- 
sary to  say  to  the  Committee  in  reply  to 
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the  ionamerable  attacks  which  have 
been  made  on  mv  conduct  since  I  took 
Office.  I  consider  the  facts  I  have 
sketched  to  the  Committee  an  ample 
vindication  of  all  I  have  done.  I  hare, 
it  is  true,  divided  between  mj  right  hon. 
and  gallant  Friend  [Colonel  Xing-Har- 
man;  and  myself  some  of  the  grreat 
burden  of  Parliamentary  work  which 
has  been  thrown  npoo  the  Office.  I 
have  asked  him  to  undertake  the  easiest 
and  least  responsible — incomparably  the 
least  responsible — part  of  the  work,  and 
I  have  reserved  for  myself  the  most 
difficult  and  responsible  part  of  the 
work.  I  hope  I  shall  not  hear  from 
any  impartial  person  any  more  of  the 
absurd  accusation  that  I  have  in  any 
way  shirked  or  scamped  the  Parlia- 
mentary work. 

Mb.  M.  J.  KENNY  (Tyrone.  Mid;  : 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour)  has  gone  the  length  of  saying 
he  has  given  more  attention  to  the  con- 
duct of  Irish  Business  during  this  Ses- 
sion than  any  previous  Chief  Secretary 
for  Ireland  has  ever  given  in  a  Session. 
Now,  that  is  a  statement  I  altogether 
traverse,  for  I  maintain  that,  so  far 
from  it  being  true,  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman has  given  less  of  his  time  and  at- 
tention to  the  conduct  of  Irish  Business 
in  this  House  than  any  of  the  Chief 
Secretaries  in  the  last  six  years  have 
given.  He  has  spoken  of  the  Land  Act 
of  1881,  and  of  the  Coercion  Act  of 
1881.  He  seems  to  forget  that  there 
was  a  Crimes  Bill,  as  well  as  a  Land 
Bill,  passed  in  1881;  that  the  conduct 
of  the  Crimes  Bill  devolved  upon  the 
late  Mr.  W.  E.  Forster,  and  that  that 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  a  consider- 
able share  in  conducting  the  Land  Bill 
of  1881,  which  was  an  infinitely  more 
important  measure  than  the  Land  Bill 
which  has  just  been  passed.  So  far  as 
I  have  observed  the  conduct  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  this  Session,  he 
was  conspicuous  by  his  absence  from 
this  House  during  the  passage  of  the 
Crimes  Bill.  I  should  like  to  know 
where  he  is  during  Question  time? 
Does  he  want  us  to  imagine  that  he 
does  not  scamp  the  answering  of  Ques- 
tions in  this  rHouse  ?  The  conduct  of 
the  Crimes  Bill  practically  devolved  on 
Mr.  Justice  Holmes,  then  the  Attorney 
General  for  Ireland,  and  the  Attorney 
General  for  England.  I  do  not  believe 
the  Chief  Secretary  himself  made  more 
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than  a  dozen  speeches  on  the  Bill 
during  the  whole  of  its  progress 
through  the  House.  Contrast  his 
action  with  that  of  Mr.  Forster  in 
1881.  Mr.  Forster  spoke  dozens  of 
times  erery  night. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  That  was  a 
Bill  of  one  clause. 

Mr.  M.  J.  KENNY :  I  am  speaking 
of  the  Bill  for  the  suspension  of  the 
Habeas  Corpus,  which  consisted  of  many 
clauses,  and  occupied  more  than  two 
months  of  the  Session.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  opposite  seems  to  think  that 
he  has  done  extremely  well  under  the 
circumstances  ;  but  we  complain  that,  so 
far  from  having  done  well,  he  has  gone 
beyond  all  other  Chief  Secretaries,  and 
has  added  to  other  defects  a  flippancy 
of  manner,  and  a  general  demeanour 
of  insolence  towards  the  Irish  Mem- 
bers  

The  CHAIEMAN:  Order,  order! 
The  hon.  Member  must  withdraw  that 
expression. 

Mr.  M.  J.  KENNY:  I  meant  ap- 
parent. Sir. 

The  chairman  :  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man  must  not  trifle  with  the  House  in 
this  manner. 

Mr.  M.  J.  KENNY :  I  obey  your  ruling 
at  once,  Mr.  Courtney.  We  have  here 
an  evidence  of  the  manner  in  which  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  conducts  his  Busi- 
ness in  this  House  ;  and  though  we  may 
be  precluded  by  the  Rules  of  the  House 
from  giving  expression  to  what  we  feel 
on  the  subject,  we  will  never  miss  an 
opportunity,  outside  this  House,  of 
stating  our  opinions  in  regard  to  the 
manner  in  which  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man discharges  his  duties,  and  in  re- 
gard to  the  manner  in  which  he  acts 
towards  Irish  Members.  I  have  con- 
demned the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  in- 
attention to  the  Business  of  this  House. 
I  have  shown  that  he  has  difl^ered  in  his 
course  of  action  from  all  previous  Chief 
Secretaries.  Other  Chief  Secretaries 
before  his  time  have  been  at  least  care- 
ful to  attend  in  their  places  in  order  to 
hear  and  answer  Questions  addressed  to 
him  by  the  Irish  Members.  They  did 
not  act  upon  the  miserable  plea  that  the 
Questions  addressed  to  them  were  of  a 
local  character.  They  did  not  declare  them- 
.selves,  as  he  declares  himself,  or  as  the 
right  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  the  Isle  of  Thanet  shows  him- 
self, the  mere  mouthpiece  of  the  police.  I 
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have  mentioned  cases  of  previous  Chief 
Secretaries,  which  stand  in  extraordinary 
contrast  to  the  case  of  the  present  Chief 
Secretary.     I  have  reminded  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  course  of  action  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
the  Bridgeton  Division  of  Glasgow  (Sir 
George  Trevelyan) — whom  we  of  course 
criticized  as  we  criticize  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour),  and  as 
we  shall  criticize  every  Chief  Secretary 
so  long  as  they  continue  to  act  in  the 
manner  in  which  they  have  acted  for 
years  past — and  I  have  drawn  a  com- 
parison between  that  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man and  the  Member  for  East  Manches- 
ter.    Why  we  particularly  complain  of 
the  latter  is  that  he  is  an  aggravation 
of  everything  most  disagreeable  in  pre- 
vious Chief  Secretaries!     On  many  occa- 
sions we  criticized  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Member  for  the  Bridgeton 
Division ;  but  he,  at  least,  did  not  con- 
sent to  make  himself  a  mere  mouthpiece 
of  the  police.     He  frequently  instituted 
independent   inquiries    when    he    bad 
reason  to  suspect  that  the  answers  ot 
the  magistrates,    and  the  police,  and 
other  officials  were  faulty,  and  not  to 
be  depended  upon.    It  may  be  all  very 
well  to  sneer  at  Questions  with  regard 
to  magistrates  and  the  police;    but  it 
must  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  magis- 
trates and  the  police  are  the  real  gover- 
nors in  Ireland.     It  is  the  magistrates 
and  the  police  who  have,  at  the  present 
time,  and  who  have  had  for  a  dozen 
years  past,  the  lives  and  liberties  of 
Irishmen  in  their  hands.     [Laughter,^ 
It  is  all  very  well  for  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  laugh  at  that.     Those  persons 
are  not  less  important   in    Ireland,  in 
their  localities,  and  are  not  less  capable 
of  doing  mischief,  even  than  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  himself.  Now,  I  should 
not  have  referred  to  the  attitude  and 
the  conduct  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
in  his  capacity  of  Chief  Secretary  if  be 
had  not  got  up  in  his  place   and   at- 
tempted,  in  a   very   lame  fashion,  to 
defend  his  attitude  and  conduct.     He 
has,  in  his  defence,  particularly  in  re- 
gard to  his  want  of  attention  to  Ques- 
tions in  this  House,  stated  that  there 
is  less  responsibility  attaching   to  the 
matter  of  replying  to  Questions  put  in 
the  House  than  to  any  other  branch  of 
the  business  of  Chief  Secretary.    Now, 
I  traverse  that  statement.    There  are  in 
this  House  three  Ministers  respoosible 
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for  one  Department.  I  have  never 
noticed  that  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  sends  a  substitute  to  answer  a 
serious  Question  in  regard  to  the  War 
JJepartment.  The  Secretary  for  War 
is  always  in  his  place,  and  previous  Se- 
cretaries for  War  have  always  been  in 
their  places  when  Questions  were  put. 
Then,  again,  the  Home  Secretary  is 
always  in  his  place,  not  only  the  pro- 
sent  Home  Secretary,  but  previous 
Home  Secretaries  ;  and  when  their  sub- 
ordinates have  come  forward  to  answer 
Questions  they  have  always  done  so 
with  an  apology — they  have  always 
asked  permission  to  answer  the  Ques- 
tion. The  present  Parliamentary 
Under  Secretary  for  Ireland,  how- 
ever, whenever  a  Question  is  ad- 
dressed to  the  Chief  Secretary,  rushes 
up  to  the  Table,  and  without  an 
apology  or  anything  of  the  kind  pro- 
ceeds to  read  out  his  reply.  I  am  glad 
to  seo  that  the  right  hon.  and  gallant 
Gentleman  the  Parliamentary  Under 
Secretary  is  in  his'place.  He  has  this 
advantage  over  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Chief  Secretary — namely,  that 
he  has  some  slight  knowledge  of  Irish 
affairs.  There  is  a  question  I  wish  to 
put  to  him,  and  I  trust  that  he  will  do 
me  the  honour  to  answer  it.  I  will  not 
put  it  to  the  Chief  Secretary,  as  pro- 
bably it  will  relate  to  a  subject  about 
which  he  knows  nothing.  It  arises 
under  this  Vote,  and  it  is  with  reference 
to  the  manner  in  which  the  Veterinary 
Inspectors'  Department  in  Dublin  Castle 
is  managed.  There  have  been  Keports 
supplied  to  that  Department  from  time 
to  time  with  regard  to  the  prevalence  of 
pleuro-pneumonia  in  Ireland.  The  Re- 
ports go  to  prove  that  tho  disease  con- 
tinues not  only  to  exist,  but  even  to  grow 
in  intensity  in  the  neighbourhood  of  tho 
City  of  Dublin.  Now,  that  is  a  very 
serious  question  for  persons  engaged  in 
the  Irish  cattle  trade ;  because,  in  con- 
sequence, restrictions  frequently  have  to 
be  enforced — the  export  of  Irish  cattle 
from  the  Port  of  Dublin — and  the  result 
is  that  the  English  and  Irish  dealers  are 
afraid  to  purchase  Irish  cattle,  lest  they 
should  infect  healthy  cattle  in  England 
and  Scotland.  Now  wo  liave  had  Re- 
ports supplied  to  us  this  year,  and  we 
have  had  Reports  supplied  to  us  for  the 
past  two  or  three  years  on  this  subject ; 
and  though  the  allegation  is  that  efforts 
are  being  made  to  cope  with  this  disease, 

Mr,  M,  J.  Kenny 


that  still  the  authorities  are  unable  to 
prevent  its  growth.  Well,  those  Veteri- 
nary Inspeotord  are  the  persons  on  whom 
the  duty  principally  devolves  of  check- 
ing the  growth  of  this  disease.  These 
Veterinary  Inspectors  are  armed  with 
considerable  powers  under  the  Act  of 
1878,  and  it  remains  mainly  with  the 
Boards  of  Guardians  to  put  in  force  the 
remaining  powers  of  tho  Act  in  order  to 
set  it  thoroughly  in  operation.  These 
Boards  of  Guardians  are  bodies  in  the 
North  and  South  Dublin  Unions  upon 
whom  pressure  could  easily  be  brought 
to  bear  by  the  Chief  Secretary,  if  he 
chose  to  exercise  his  authoritv.  It  is 
said,  however,  that  greater  powers 
should  be  placed  in  the  Veterioarj 
Department,  in  order  to  enable  them 
to  stamp  out  this  disease.  The 
stamping  out  of  the  disease  can  only  be 
brought  about  by  slaughtering  the 
cattle  under  the  Act  of  1878,  and  going 
to  the  expense  of  compensating  the 
owners  for  the  cattle  destroyed.  Surely 
it  is  more  desirable  to  go  to  that  ex- 
pense than  to  let  the  disease  continue  to 
exist,  inflicting,  as  it  does,  enormous 
damage  to  the  general  cattle  trade  in 
Ireland.  I  want  to  know  whether  the 
right  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  the 
Under  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
will  devote  his  attention  to  this  question, 
and  see  if  a  very  short  Bill  cannot  be 
passed  through  this  House  for  giving  the 
further  powers  required  to  enable  the 
Veterinary  Inspectors  to  order  the  com- 
pulsory slaughter  of  cattle  infected  by 
this  disease  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Dublin  and  other  parts  of  Ireland— to 
enable  them  to  stamp  out  a  disease 
which  is  doing  an  incalculable  amount 
of  damage  in  Ireland?  Probably  this  is 
too  small  a  matter  for  the  exalted  mind 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief 
Secretary  for  Ireland  to  deal  with  ;  but 
the  right  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman 
the  Parliamentary  Under  Secretary 
knows  something  about  Dublin,  and  may 
probably  be  aware  of  the  trouble  and 
loss  consequent  upon  this  diseasCi  and  I 
would  ask  the  right  hon.  and  gallant 
Gentleman  to  distinguish  his  term  of 
Of&ce  by,  at  least,  one  useful  act.  I 
would  ask  him  to  do  what  he  can  to 
enable  the  Veterinary  Inspectors  to 
stamp  out  this  disease  which  is  doing  so 
much  harm. 

Mr.  sexton  (Belfast,  W.) :  There 
is  one  thing  quite  certain  in  conneotion 
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with  this  discussion,  whatever  mav  be 
doubtful  in  it,  and  that  is  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  tho  Cliief  Secretary  for 
Ireland  has  a  comfortable  opinion  of 
himself.  Well,  Sir,  I  do  not  feel  much 
coucemed  to  dispute  it.  After  having 
heard  his  eloquent  and,  to  his  own  mind, 
conclusive  account  of  his  extraordinary 
qualitications  for  the  Office  which  he 
happens  to  fill  at  present,  I  turn  with 
somo  surprise  to  a  statement  which  he 
made  at  an  earlier  period  of  the  evening, 
to  tho  effect  that  he  received  valuable 
assistance  and  advice  from  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland.  I  should  havo 
thought  that  a  statesman  so  rarely  quali- 
fied to  fill  an  official  position  as  he  de- 
scribes himself  to  be  would  not  be  con- 
tent to  fall  back  for  assistance  and 
advice  on  so  ordinary  a  politician  as  the 
Lord  Lieutenant.  I  differ  entirely  from 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  as  to  tho  im- 
portance to  us  and  to  our  country  of  re- 
ceiving, when  we  put  Questions  in  this 
House,  answers  from  the  Minister  who 
is  directly  responsible  for  the  affairs  of 
Ireland.  We  cannot,  Sir,  bring  in  Bills 
and  bring  forward  Motions  when  we 
please.  As  we  are  situated,  the  method 
of  interrogation  is  the  readiest  and  most 
effective  method  we  can  avail  ourselves 
of  for  endeavouring  to  right  our  griev- 
ances. It  is  by  putting  Questions  from 
day  to  day  that  we  are  able  to  challenge 
in  this  House  the  action  of  Irish  officials, 
from  the  Judge  himself  down  to  the 
lowest  constable.  But  it  is  necessary 
for  the  satisfaction  of  our  grievances 
that  the  answers  on  this  subject  should 
be  given  by  a  Minister,  who,  being  a 
Member  of  the  Cabinet  and  one  of  the 
immediate  Advisers  of  the  Crown,  is  in 
a  position  to  state  with  authority  what 
policy  will  be  pursued  by  the  Govern- 
ment. I  have  often  heard  the  Parlia- 
mentAry  Under  Secretary  lumbering 
through  his  replies  in  this  House.  I  do 
not  quarrel  with  the  information  which 
dictates  his  replies,  because  whoever  an- 
swers a  Question  the  information  must 
be  the  same ;  but  I  do  object  to  having 
Questions,  not  only  as  to  matters  of  fact, 
but  as  to  matters  of  policy,  constantly 
answered  in  the  House  by  a  Minister 
who  so  often  excuses  himself  from 
giving  answers  on  Questions  of  policy 
on  the  plea  that  they  do  not  come 
within  the  range  of  his  Office.  It  is  re- 
ducing the  practice  of  questioning  to  a 
nullity  and  a  farce,  so  far  as  the  public 


aro  concerned,  if  a  Minister  is  able  to 
plead  that  he  is  not  vested  with  that 
responsibility  which  enables  him  to 
give  a  complete  answer.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  tho  Chief  Secretary  excuses 
himself  for  not  giving  answers  with  re- 
gard to  what  is  going  on  in  Ireland  by 
stating  that  he  has  to  attend  to  his 
duties  here,  and  that  they  take  up  so 
much  of  his  time  that  he  is  not  able  to 
attend  to  those  in  Ireland.  Well,  Sir, 
we  complain  that  he  does  not  attend  to 
his  duties,  and  also  that  he  does  not 
take  pains  to  inform  himself  as  to  what 
is  going  on  in  Ireland.  I  have  often 
noticed  the  picturesque  form  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  behind  that  wooden 
arrangement  at  the  Speaker's  back, 
carefully  waiting  until  Question  time  is 
over  before  presenting  himself.  I  have 
noticed  how  he  has  waited  until  tho 
Speaker  has  announced  that  *'tho 
Clerk  of  the  House  will  now  proceed  to 
read  the  Orders  of  the  Day,"  and  until 
the  first  Order  has  been  read  out,  be- 
fore attending  in  his  place  on  the  Front 
Ministerial  Bench.  Well,  Sir,  in  my 
opinion,  that  is  a  gross  malfeasance  of 
duty  ;  and  no  degree  of  self-assertion  on 
the  part  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
can  gloss  over  the  fact  that  he  con- 
stantly and  by  habit  evades  the  per- 
formance of  that  duty  which  has  been 
regarded  by  his  Predecessors  as  their 
principal  dut}'.  It  happens  that  past 
Chief  Secretaries  have  been  converted 
by  the  Questions  which  have  been  put 
to  them,  and  by  the  knowledge  they 
have  derived  of  the  condition  of  things 
existing  in  Ireland.  I  believe  that 
almost  every  Gentleman  who  now  occu- 
pies a  seat  in  this  House — except  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  himself — who  has 
occupied  the  post  of  Chief  Secretary, 
has,  by  the  force  of  his  official  expe- 
rience, become  converted  in  his  views 
as  to  the  proper  course  to  be  pursued  in 
Ireland.  Those  right  hon.  Gentlemen, 
as,  indeed,  most  people  in  this  country, 
have  come  to  look  with  favour  upon 
Irish  agitators,  and  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman opposite  is  mistaken  if  he  thinks 
that  the  altered  feeling  with  regard  to 
Irish  National  Leaders  is  peculiar  to 
Irish  Members  at  present  in  the  House. 
He  will  find  Daniel  O'Connell  and  Mr. 
Isaac  Butt,  for  whom  he  has  no  better 
names  than  murderers,  occupying  at 
this  moment  prominent  places  in  your 
galleries  of  celebrities,   and  the  time 
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may  come  when  he  may  admire  and  ^ 
when  this  country  may  bestow  similar 
l^onourable  distinction  upon  us.  Judging 
from  the  changes  of  mind  that  English 
Governments  have  gone  through  with 
regard  to  successive  generations  of  Irish 
politicians,  I  think  that  if  another  few 
years  should  happen  to  pass  before 
the  Irish  militant  case  is  closed  in 
triumph,  that  they  may  find  amongst 
Irish  politicians  of  later  days  that  even 
my  hon.  and  learned  Friend  the  Member 
for  North  Longford  (Mr.  T.  M.  Healy) 
is  a  moderate  and  polite  agitator.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Treasury  (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith)  finds 
fault  with  us  on  the  ground  that  we 
have  not  a  sympathetic  perception  of  the 
good  qualities  of  our  political  opponents. 
Well,  Sir,  in  the  remarks  I  am  now 
about  to  address  to  the  Committee,  I 
shall  not  attempt  to  deal  with  politics 
so  much  as  with  facts.  I  think  the 
moment  has  come  when  we  must  chal- 
lenge the  Minister  responsible  for  the 
afifairs  of  Ireland  to  offer  such  explana- 
tion as  he  can  of  the  use  the  Irish  Exe- 
cutive have  made  of  the  powers  vested  in 
them  under  the  5th  section  of  the  Coer- 
cion Act  of  this  year.  The  Committee 
will  observe  that  it  is  necessary  under 
the  Act,  not  only  that  crime  should  pre- 
vail in  any  district  that  is  proclaimed, 
but  also  that  that  crime  should  have 
attached  to  it  the  character  of  outrage. 
Now,  it  is  under  the  guarantee  of  the 
language  of  this  clause  that  the  House 
passed  the  Coercion  Act.  We  were 
assured  that  the  Lord  Lieutenant  would 
take  the  advice  of  the  Privy  Council,  and 
that  the  section  would  only  be  applied 
to  districts  in  Ireland  where  the  powers 
conveyed  by  the  Proclamation  were  neces- 
sary for  the  detection,  prevention,  and 
punishment  of  crime  and  outrage.  It 
was  declared  by  Ministers  in  this  House 
from  time  to  time  that  the  complexion 
of  outrage  should  be  attached  to  the 
crimes  proclaimed.  I  could  quote  many 
of  these  utterances;  but  wiU  content 
myself  with  referring  to  the  observations 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief 
Secretary  during  the  progress  of  the 
debates  on  the  Crimes  Bill  on  the  27th 
of  June,     He  said — 

"  Wo  hope  thvit  the  area  of  Ireland  over 
which  it  will  over  be  necessary  to  use  it  will  be 
but  a  small  part  of  the  country  ;  we  hope  that 
for  years  t^^gethor  it  may  be  possible  to  allow 
the  Bill  to  remain  quiescent.'* — (3  Hansitrdy 
[316]  UHkS.) 
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What  I  have  to  ask,  in  the  first  instance, 
is  this — what  has  occurred  in  the  con- 
dition of  Ireland  since  the  27th  of  June 
to  entitle  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to 
abandon  that  hope,  and  to  depart  from 
the  line  of  policy  which  the  expression 
of  that  hope  entitled  the  House  to  ex- 
pect? Now,  the  Coercion  Act  passed 
into  law  and  received  the  Queen's  As- 
sent on  the  19th  of  July.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary,  who,  four 
weeks  before,  had  expressed  the  hope 
that  for  many  years  the  Bill  would  re- 
main quiescent,  and  would  never  be 
applied  except  to  a  small  part  of  Ireland, 
two  days  after  the  Bill  received  the  Hoyal 
Assent  apparently  changed  his  opinion, 
and  sped  to  Dublin.  He  did  not  even 
wait  for  a  copy  of  the  Act.  I  think  it 
was  my  hon.  and  learned  Friend  the 
Member  for  North  Longford  (Mr.  T.  M. 
Healy)  who  pointed  out  on  a  previous 
occasion  that  when  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
proceeded  under  the  5th  clause  to  apply 
the  drastic  powers  of  the  Act,  the  ma- 
jority of  the  people  of  Ireland  had  not 
before  them  a  copy  of  the  Statute,  as 
none  had  been  issued  by  the  pubHc 
Press.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  did 
not  consult  the  Lord  Lieutenant  or  the 
Privy  Council  when  he  arriyed  in  Ire- 
land, but  retired  to  his  Lodge  in  Phcenix 
Park.  He  saw  in  private  some  magis- 
trates— he  was  guilty  of  the  un-Constitu- 
tional  course  of  consulting  in  private, 
with  regard  to  the  suspension  of  the 
liberties  of  the  people,  a  number  of 
magistrates  who  will  afterwards  in  the 
course  of  their  duty  have  to  deal  with, 
and  perhaps  send  to  prison,  the  very 
men  with  regard  to  whom  the  powers 
given  under  the  Proclamation  is  to  be 
applied.  The  magistrates  are  first  con- 
sulted as  to  whether  a  certain  organiza- 
tion and  certain  individuals  shall  be 
brought  within  the  provisions  of  the 
special  Criminal  Law  ;  and  these  i^ntle- 
men  having  given  the  advice  that  the 
ordinary  law  ought  to  be  suspended,  and 
that  the  special  Criminal  Law  ought  to  be 
applied — these  men  with  whom  he  has 
consulted  in  his  Star  Chamber  at  Phcenix 
Park  are  to  be  the  very  men  ta  adminis- 
ter justice  under  that  Act.  That  even- 
ing, Sir,  determined  the  liberties  of  the 
people  of  Ireland.  When  Friday  even- 
ing came  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
determined  to  put  Ireland  outside  the 
pale  of  the  Constitution.  Why,  Sir,  we 
are  living  under  a  personal  Government. 
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Talk  of  the  Government  of  the  Queen, 
talk  of  the  Three  Estates  of  the  Realm, 
they  have  no  existence  for  us !  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary 
exercises  a  power  as  absolute  as  any 
Pasha  in  Turkey  or  any  Mandarin  in 
Ohina.  On  the  Saturday  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant arrived  in  Ireland,  and  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  said  he  consulted  him  ; 
but  the  Lord  Lieutenant  spent  Friday 
night  tossing  in  the  Channel.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  says  he  saw  him  on 
Saturday  morning  at  1 2  o'clock,  and  not 
only  met  him,  but  got  his  opinion  and 
advice;  but  will  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man say  that  any  advice  he  got  from  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  had  any  effect  upon  the 
decision  which  he  and  his  shtrri  had 
arrived  at  ?  Now,  the  Privy  Council 
consists  of  50  persons,  but  only  1 1  Mem- 
bers out  of  the  50  were  present  when  the 
Proclamation  was  issued.  There  was 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  himself  as 
Dictator — there  was  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
who  played  into  his  hands,  and  the 
Commander  of  the  Forces,  Prince 
Edward  of  Saxe-Weimar,  a  polite  and 
gallant  gentleman  who,  whenever  he 
goes  into  the  society  of  ladies  suspected 
of  National  sympathies,  excuses  himself 
for  having  signed  the  Proclamation. 
We  know,  of  course,  that  the  Com- 
mander of  the  Forces,  very  properly 
considering  his  profession,  is  nothing 
if  not  a  soldier.  I  would  go  further  and 
say  he  is  a  soldier,  and  nothing  else.  He 
cares  nothing  for  public  life,  but  he  is 
bound  to  obey  the  orders  received  from 
others.  There  were  four  other  Members 
of  the  Privy  Council  present — four  Tory 
lawyers — namely,  the  Chancellor,  the 
Ex- Chancellor,  Dr.  Ball,  the  Vice  Chan- 
cellor, and  Mr.  Justice  Monroe,  four 
gentlemen  who  have  climbed  to  dignity, 
emolument,  and  power  by  political  ser- 
vices rendered  to  the  Party  opposite. 
The  right  hon.  and  learned  Attorney 
General  for  Ireland  told  us  on  the  15th 
June  that  the  Judges  were  never  con- 
sulted ;  but  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  went  further, 
for  he  told  us  that  there  was  no  consul- 
tation on  this  occasion,  and  he  added, 
moreover,  thisvery  curious  phrase — that 
**  when  a  matter  of  this  kind  is  brought 
forward  it  is  never  debated ;  "  Judges 
were  there  to  give  solemnity  to  him. 
Surely  even  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer will  agree  that  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary is  solemn  enough  for  anyone,  and 


that  he  wants  no  judicial  aid  to  make 
him  more  funereal  than  nature  has 
already  made  him.  These  four  Judges 
were  there,  and  we  are  asked  to  believe 
that  these  four  judicial  persons  and  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  and  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary sat  for  two  hours  round  that 
Table,  that  they  said  nothing  to  the 
Chief  Secretary,  that  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary said  nothing  to  the  Lord  Lieuten- 
ant, and  that  they  said  nothing  to  one 
another.  [An  hon.  Member:  They  were 
mutes  !]  Yes  ;  we  are  asked  to  believe 
that  they  were  mutes  at  the  funeral 
of  the  League.  Of  course,  we  can- 
not penetrate  the  Privy  Council  Cham- 
ber, but  we  know  what  came  out 
of  it ;  we  know  what  was  the  promise 
of  the  27th  June  ;  but  when  we  arrived 
at  the  23rd  July  it  was  upon  that  day 
determined  to  apply  the  provisions  of  the 
Act  to  every  inch  of  the  soil  of  Ireland ; 
first  of  all  to  apply  the  first  four  clauses 
to  18  counties  of  Ireland.  The  Com- 
mittee will  remember  the  drastic  powers 
contained  in  the  first  four  clauses ;  and 
these  powers  were  applied  on  the  instant 
to  the  whole  Province  of  Munster,  to  the 
whole  Province  of  Connaught,  to  half 
the  Province  of  Leinster,  and  to  two 
counties  of  the  Province  of  Ulster.  I 
observe,  however,  as  a  curious  fact,  that 
while  the  heavier  Proclamation  was  ap- 
plied to  all  counties  that  returned 
Nationalist  Members,  the  h'ghter  Pro- 
clamation was  applied  to  those  counties 
which  returned  Unionist  or  Tory  Mem- 
bers. The  Act  says  nothing  about 
counties ;  it  says  that  when  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  is  satisfied  it  is  necessary 
for  the  prevention  of  crime  and  outrage 
he  may  apply  the  provisions  of  the  Act 
to  "  any  such  district."  No  one  can  say 
that  a  district  means  a  county.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  was  challenged 
why  he  made  in  every  case  the  area  of 
Proclamation  a  county;  and  what  was 
his  reply  ? 

**  The  Government  have  resolved  to  proclaim 
no  smaller  area  than  a  county,  because  a  county 
appears  the  most  convenient  unit  for  adminis- 
trative purposes.*' 

Popular  liberty  is  a  mere  idle  phrase; 
the  phrase  now  is  "  a  convenient  unit.*' 
The  County  of  Cork  contains  500,000 
people,  and  Donegal  200,000.  The 
liberty  of  these  men  is  as  dear  to  them 
as  to  any  of  you.  The  Act  declares  that 
unless  a  district  is  in  a  state  of  crime 
I  and  outrage  it  should  not  be  proclaimed ; 
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hut  you  Ignore  the  phraseology  of  the 
Acf,  and  proclaim  a  county  with  600,000 
people,  and  deprive  thorn  of  the  right  of 
association,  oi  puhlic  meeting,  and  of 
fair  trial  by  jury,  and  other  rights,  and 
justify  these  acts  by  the  circumstance 
that  in  the  opinion  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  who  is  a  man  of  Oriental 
feeling  and  disposition,  a  county  **  is 
the  most  convenient  unit  for  adminis- 
trative purposes."  It  was  easier  for  him 
on  that  Friday  evening  in  his  Lodge  at 
PhcQuis  Park  to  issue  one  Proclamation 
for  a  county  than  to  issue  Proclamations 
for  six  districts.  There  are  other  units 
— a  county  is  one,  a  barony  is  another, 
a  half  barony  another,  a  Poor  Law  Union 
another,  a  Poor  Law  district  another,  and 
an  electoral  division  another.  But  whv 
not  choose  a  higher  unit  ?  Why  not  go 
as  high  as  a  Province,  or  treat  the  whole 
of  Ireland  at  once  as  a  unit  for  adminis- 
trative purposes  ?     He  goes  on  to  say — 

**  It  therefore  happens  that  while  the  statistics 
of  crime  for  the  county  may  seem  satisfactory, 
they  are  not,  since  they  really  indicate  a  serious 
state  of  things  in  a  relatively  small  area  that 
calls  for  increased  stringency  in  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  law," 

What  does  that  mean  ?  It  means  that 
though  crime  may  bo  small,  the  crime 
may  be  congested  in  a  district;  and 
therefore,  though  the  Act  speaks  only  of 
a  district,  you  ought  to  proclaim  the 
whole  county.  Ho  illustrated  that  in 
reference  to  the  case  of  Donegal.  He 
said  that — **  Although  the  crime  for 
Donegal  is  not  considerable,  the  barony 
of  Kilmacrennan  is  not  satisfactory."  I 
turn  to  the  record  of  crime  for  the 
quarter  ending  June — that  is  to  say,  I 
turn  to  the  record  that  must  have  been 
before  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  himself 
when  he  determined  to  proclaim  the 
county,  in  order  to  find,  if  I  can,  some 
justification  or  some  excuse  for  the  pro- 
clamation of  the  county,  and  I  find  the 
crime  committed  in  the  whole  county  for 
the  quarter  ending  June  was  three  in 
number.  There  was  an  incendiary  fire, 
a  threatening  letter,  and  there  was  an 
injury  to  property;  and  I  suppose.  Sir, 
these  three  crimes  were  in  the  mind  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  when  he  said 
— **They  indicate  a  serious  state  of 
things  that  specially  calls  for  increased 
stringency."  It  is  not  even  alleged  that 
in  regard  to  these  three  crimes  there  was 
a  failure  of  justice.  I  have  not  heard 
anyone  say  they  had  any  evidence  with 
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regard  to  them,  or  that  it  was  forth- 
coming, or  that  there  was  any  difficulty  in 
procuring  a  conviction.  The  barony  of 
Kilmacrennan  is  only  one-sixth  of  Done- 
gal ;  the  county  contains  six  baronies 
with  200,000  inhabitants;  three  crimes 
were  committed  in  three  months,  and 
these  the  three  months  preceding  the 
Proclamation.  But  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman, by  his  Proclamation  in  respect 
of  these  three  crimes,  decreed  that  from 
the  date  of  the  Proclamation,  if  any 
crime  was  committed  in  any  part  of 
Donegal  with  its  200,000  inhabitants— 
and  observe  crime  is  not  merely  felony  or 
misdemeanour,  but  any  of  the  made-up 
crimes  introduced  into  the  Act — ^if  any 
offence  technically  known  as  crime  is 
committed  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  who  sits  so  placidly  opposite, 
the  Attorney  General  for  Ireland,  would 
be  able  to  despatch  two  magistrates  to 
hold  a  Star  Chamber,  to  summon  any- 
one before  it,  whether  anyone  was 
charged  or  not,  to  deny  any  witness 
Constitutional  rights,  to  commit  any- 
one to  prison  for  an  unsatisfactory  an- 
swer, and  to  send  anyone  to  prison  from 
time  to  time  at  their  discretion.  That 
is  the  effect  of  applying  the  Ist  clause. 
The  2nd  clause  was  applied,  and  under 
that  it  is  what  is  called  a  criminal  con- 
spiracy to  interfere  with  any  person 
with  regard  to  the  hire,  or  use,  or  occu- 
pation of  land,  and  other  matters  de- 
fined by  the  2nd  sub- section,  and  the 
right  of  trial  by  jury  is  taken  away. 
By  the  application  of  the  3rd  clause,  a 
trial  may  be  removed  to  any  other 
county.  And  by  the  application  of  the 
4th  clause  the  accused  person  is  de- 
prived of  trial  by  jury,  and  the  trial  of 
a  peasant  is  given  into  the  hands  of  12 
landlords,  and  of  a  Catholic  into  the 
hands  of  12  Protestants.  That  is  the 
effect  of  the  Proclamation  in  County 
Donegal,  and  the  only  justification  is 
that  throe  crimes  were  committed  in  this 
county  in  three  months.  That  is  only 
one  of  the  18  counties  where  this  hap- 
pened. The  other  county  I  refer  to  in 
Ulster  is  the  county  of  Monaghan.  Be- 
tween the  date  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man's pledge  on  the  27th  June  that  this 
Act  might  remain  quiescent  for  years, 
between  that  date  and  the  23rd  July  the 
Summer  Assizes  had  ocouired ;  and  did 
that  offer  any  evidence  in  support  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman's  conduct?  I 
refer  to  the  Assises  in  the  county  of 
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Monagban.  This  county  has  been  pro-  \ 
claimed  under  the  first  four  clauses. 
The  going  Judge  of  Assiza  last  month  | 
was  Mr.  Justice  Holmes,  who,  as  At- 
torney General  for  Ireland,  piloted  the 
Coercion  Bill  through  this  House.  On 
going  Circuit,  he  received  a  pair  of  white 
gloves  at  the  first  town,  and  here  are 
the  words  in  which  Mr.  Justice  Holmes 
addressed  the  Grand  Jury — 

"Mr.  Hamilton  and  Gentlemen,  there  are 
two  cases  to  go  before  you.  The  Calendar  ia 
perfectly  light.  In  turning  from  these  cases 
to  those  cases  which  have  been  reported  to  the 
Constabulary,  the  amount  of  cases  so  reported 
is  indicative  of  the  peaceful  and  prosperous 
state  of  this  county.  I  am  justified  in  con- 
gratulating the  county  on  the  absence  of 
crime." 


Observe  not  merely  on  the  lightness  of 
the  Calendar,  but  in  regard  to  the  light- 
ness and  condition  of  crime  as  it  ap- 
peared in  the  Eeport  of  the  polica  The 
Chief  Secretary  says  he  is  guided  by  the 
opinion  of  the  officers  of  police,  and  no 
officer  is  better  informed  than  the  local 
Inspector  of  Police.  It  was  on  the 
report  of  that  responsible  officer  that 
Mr.  Justice  Holmes,  the  pilot  of  the 
Coercion  Bill,  gave  that  account  of  the 
condition  of  Monaghan.  As  a  matter  of 
fact,  they  have  only  two  offences — there 
was  a  threatening  letter  and  an  injury 
to  property,  and  upon  that  the  learned 
Judge  so  justly  commented.  It  is  in 
face  of  that  just  comment  and  just 
eulogy  of  the  county  that  his  Colleague 
and  Co- partner  in  the  administration  of 
Ireland  proclaimed  the  county  of  Mona- 
ghan under  the  first  four  clauses.  What 
is  the  advantage  of  being  crimeless  in 
Ireland  ?  Virtue  may  be  its  own  reward ; 
but  we  might  have  expected  from  the 
Constitutional  Rulers  some  better  reward 
than  this,  and  I  say  that  in  presence  of 
a  blank  Calendar,  and  almost  a  blank 
Police  Eeport,  they  might  liave  been 
Eaved  the  indignity  that  has  been 
showered  on  their  heads.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  said  that  no  county  had 
been  proclaimed  except  for  crime  or  in- 
timidation, and  before  I  pass  from  the 
subject  of  crime  let  me  refer  to  the 
Eeport  for  the  quarter  ending  June. 
Taking  out  threatening  letters  the  Ee- 
port shows  the  total  number  of  agrarian 
offences  in  all  Ireland  to  have  been  131. 
In  four  counties  there  was  no  crime,  in 
nine  counties  there  was  one  crime  each, 
in  three  counties  there  were  two  crimes 
each,  and  in  four  counties  three  crimes 


each.     There  toq   L^re  a  cci&^tkm  of 
absolute  ai*Q^esssi€fis  or  iidTXiifial  rarme 
in  20    counties    in  Irelasii.     Xe^  lidi 
condition  of  cninel^isness  did  ikot  sare 
them  from    the   su^^nson   and   wi^kt- 
drawal  of   all   the    guarantees    of  t^ 
English  Constitution.     The  right  hoa. 
Gentleman  said  that  counties  had  bees 
proclaimed  for  intimidation,  and  in  re- 
spect of  intimidation   our  pressure    on 
the   Goremment  and  repeated  accusa- 
tions has   revealed  the   fact  that  they 
found  themselves  entirely  upon  the  Be- 
turn  of  Boycotting  and  persons  protected 
by  the  police.  Now,  Sir,  I  denounce  the 
Beturn  of  Boycotting  and  police  protec- 
tion as  an  immoral  contrivance.  I  attach 
no  weight  to  it,  and  I  appeal  to  the  Com- 
mittee and  to  the  pubhc  to  do  the  same. 
Let  me  ask  the  Committee  to  say  whe- 
ther, if  the  meanest  man  in  Britain  was 
on  his  trial,  would  jou  ask  any  magis- 
trate to  convict  that  man  on   evidence 
which  denied  to  the  consideration  of  the 
magistrate  or  the  jury    those  weapons 
of  evidence  which  are  held  to  be  essen- 
tial to  the  establishment  of  the  lightest 
allegation  of  crime  ?  We  have  columns 
of  figures  here ;   we  are  told  there  are 
so  many  people  Boycotted  in  one  county 
and  eo  many    protected  by  the  police 
in  another.     The  Committee  have  not 
forgotten  the  pungent  and    conclusive 
speech   of  the  hon.   Member    for  East 
Mayo  last  night.      He  pointed  out  that 
Boycotting  was  a  money-making  trade 
in  Ireland,  and  broken-down    farmers 
and  others  are  glad  to  bo  Boycotted  and 
protected  by   the  police  in   order  that 
they  may  lodge  the  police  and  charge 
the  Government  a  rack-rent  and  give  no 
abatement    upon   it ;    they  supply  the 
police  with  provisions,  goods,  and  some- 
times luxuries,  and  the  bill  is  paid  by 
the  Government  without  a  murmur  and 
without  inquiry.      These  persons  who 
are  said  to  be  Boycotted  are  better  off 
under  the  Boycotting  system  than  ever 
they   were  before  or  ever   hope  to  be 
again  in  their  lives.   The  Parliamentary 
Under  Secretary  for  Ireland  challengr*d 
me  last  night  on  a  contention  as  t/i  a 
matter  of  fact,  and  the  contention  him 
been  left  out  of  Th^  Tifne$  ;  but  rruri^/twly 
enough,  as  my  hon.  and  learn^^d  Vrifrnd 
the  Member  for  North  Jy/ogford  ha*  fAp^ 
served,  when  a  statem^mt  in  mn^ff  that 
is  damaging  to  th*f  VtaViAmHhiAfy  VwUtt 
HecreiAry  it  dom  n//t    H'P'''^   ^^    ^^ 
Tim4$  next  monmg.    wW  I  n»f  hf 
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that  we  are  entitled  to  have  the  names 
of  these  persons  who  are  Boycotted  and 
protected.  I  pointed  out  to  the  Govern- 
ment that  the  condition  of  Boycotting 
and  police  protection  is  invariably  con- 
ducted with  such  publicity  that  no  injury 
can  be  done  to  the  person  affected  by 
announcing  his  name  and  address.  My 
hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Ea,8t  Mayo 
went  further,  and  justly  so,  as  he  took  a 
keener  view  of  the  case  than  I  did,  and 
he  pointed  out  clearly  that  Boycotting 
and  police  protection  involved  absolute 
publicity,  and  that  if  the  Government 
went  further  and  gave  the  names,  that 
might  afford  these  Boycotted  persons  a 
measure  of  sympathy  of  which  they  were 
at  present  destitute.  [An  hon.  Member  : 
The  Ourtins,  for  instance.]  As  an  hon. 
Friend  remarks,  there  was  the  example 
of  the  Ourtin  case.  The  case  was  pub- 
lished in  The  Times  and  other  English 
newspapers,  with  the  result  that  a  sub- 
scription was  started,  a  liberal  sum  was 
collected,  and  the  Curtin  family  received 
favour  and  sympathy  which  they  would 
never  have  had  but  for  the  publicity 
that  was  given  to  their  case.  Even  the 
originator  of  the  name,  Captain  Boycott, 
received  thousands  of  pounds  in  conse- 
quence of  the  publicity  his  case  met 
with ;  therefore,  why  should  the  Govern- 
ment, upon  this  delusive  plea  that  secrecy 
is  necessary,  refuse  to  us  the  names  of 
these  people,  and,  at  the  same  time,  re- 
fuse to  these  people  the  sympathy  and 
help  that  would  be  given  from  various 
parts  of  the  United  Kingdom,  if  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  case  should  reveal 
that  they  were  suffering  hardship  ?  The 
Parliamentary  Under  Secretary  denied 
that  he  said  that  persons  who  received 
constant  protection  from  the  police  are 
always  protected  by  them. 

The  PAELIAMENTAEY  UNDER 
SECRETARY  fob  IRELAND  (Colonel 
Kinq-Harman)  (Kent,  Isle  of  Thanet) : 
No. 

Mr.  sexton  :  This  is  getting  com- 
plicated. The  right  hon.  and  gallant 
Gentleman  denied  it  last  night,  and 
now  he  denies  that  he  denied  it  last 
night. 

Colonel  KING-HARMAN  :  I  will 
state  what  I  stated  twice  last  night.  I 
said  that  entire  police  protection  meant 
that  the  persons  were  always  protected 
and  that  in  most  cases  they  were  pro- 
tected in  their  houses ;  but  I  also  stated 
there  were  many  cases  where  the  police 
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did  not  live  in  the  houses,  in  consequence 
of  their  being  unfit  to  afford  them  habi- 
tation. 

Mr.  SEXTON :    I  am  entirely  satis- 
fied for  that  makes  my  case  the  stronger. 
These  people  then.  Sir,  who  are  under 
constant  police   protection,   are  always 
protected ;  the  police,  when  the  houses 
are   good   enough,  live  in  the  houses; 
when  not  good  enough,  they  live  some- 
where else ;  therefore,  the  protection  is 
matter  of    notoriety,    and   that    every 
man,  woman,  and  child  in  the  district 
knows  it.    Again,  I  ask  upon  what  pre- 
tence are  the  names  and  addresses  of 
these  persons  refused,  and  the  circum- 
stances of  their  cases  withheld  ?    It  is 
certainly  not  for  the  purpose  of  protect- 
ing them.    I  suppose  the  Rules  of  the 
House  would  prevent  me  imputing  mo- 
tives to  the  Government;  but  I  say  I 
believe  the  motive  behind  them  is  this — 
that  this  is  a  false  case ;  that  this  is  a 
bogus  case ;  that  these  numbers  do  not 
correspond  with  the  facte;    that  these 
people  are  not  Boycotted ;  and  if  pro- 
tected, they  are  protected  for  their  own 
interests.     There  is  no  pretence  what- 
ever for  the  protection  of  these  people. 
Then  there  are  others  who  are  protected 
by  the  presence  of  the  police.     Is  it  not 
obvious  that  when  the  police  at  different 
times  in  the  24  hours  visit  the  place, 
that  everyone  in  the  district  is  familiar 
with  the  fact ;  and  with  regard  to  per- 
sons wholly  Boycotted,   is  it  not  the 
very  climax  of  absurdity  to  imagine  they 
are  not  known?    The  Government  tell 
us  that  persons  wholly  Boycotted  in 
Ireland  are  persons  for  whom  no  one  in 
their  neighbourhood  will  work,  supply 
goods  to,  or  have  any  intercourse  with ; 
therefore  we  have  set  before  us  by  the 
Government  the  picture  of  a  man  in 
Ireland  living  in  a  state  of  moial  and 
physical  assassination,  for  no  one  will 
have  any  intercourse  with  him,  or  do 
anything  for  him.     I  very  much  doubt 
if  such  a  state  of  things  exists  with  re- 
gard to  a  tithe  of  the  persons  mentioned ; 
but,  suppose  it  does,  why  not  tell  us 
where  it  is  ?    If  no  one  in  the  district 
will  speak  to  a  person,  everyone  in  the 
district  must  know  it,  and  therefore  the 
thing  cannot  be  more  public  than  it  is. 
The  only  reason  the  facts  are  withheld 
from  the  Irish  Members  here  is  that  if 
you  stated  it  you  would  knock  the  bottom 
out  of  your  vicious  case.    There  are  then 
the  x)eople  who  are  partially  Boycotted ; 
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they  are  not  altogether  unable  to  buy 
necessaries ;  they  find  someone  to  bow 
to  them,  or  to  speak  to  them,  and  to  buy 
from  or  sell  to ;  but  surely  that  consti- 
tutes a  condition  of  notorious  publicity. 
If  everyone  knows  that  to  be  the  fact, 
there  is  a  condition  of  absolute  notoriety 
as  between  the  persons  who  will  talk  to 
them  and  to  those  who  will  not.     I  say 
that  never  in  the  history  of  the  world 
before  did  any  Constitutional  Ministry, 
on  such  a  monstrous  plea,   take  away 
the  liberties  of  the  people.    This  Beturn 
is  not  worth  the  paper  it  is  printed  on  ; 
it  is  as  false  as  it  is  foolish.     Note  that 
this  is  the  kind  of  evidence  on  which  the 
people  are  being  outlawed  in  18  counties 
in  Ireland.    Almost  empty  Calendars, 
empty  Police  Eeports,  [and  anonymous 
Heturns  of  Boycotting  and  police  pro- 
tection; and  upon  that  kind  of  fabri- 
cated evidence,  manufactured  by  your 
instruments,   you  have    denied    to    18 
counties  in  Ireland  the  right  of  open 
fiat,  instituted  the  Star  Chamber  amongst 
them,  and  enabled  two  of  your  paid  ser- 
vants to  send  anyone  for  six  months  to 
gaol  for  delivering  a  speech  to  the  people 
upon  political   aSfairs.     A  man  has  a 
right  in  England  to  combine  with  his 
fellows  not  to  work  for  a  person  they 
regard  as  an  enemy,  to  conserve  to  them- 
selves their  means  of  living — if  you  in- 
terfered with  them  as  you  have  done  in 
Ireland,  they  would  tumble  you  head- 
over- heels  ofi^  that  Bench  in  24  hours ; 
but  if  anyone  in  Ireland  did  those  things, 
any  two  of  your  servants  who  draw  their 
salaries  by  your  favour,  who  live  by  your 
favour,  may  send  these  people  for  six 
months,  with  hard  labour,  to  prison  for 
doing    what    is    jealously   and  strictly 
guarded  by  the  Constitution  in  England. 
Well,  these    18    counties  are  not  only 
denied  all  this,  as  I  have  said,  but  the 
people,  for  offences  under  this  Act,  are 
denied  trial  by  a  jury  of  their  peers; 
they  are  to  be  tried  by  a  special  jury, 
and  may  be  removed  to  any  other  place 
in  Ireland.     And  why  is  this?    I  ask 
the  Attorney  General  for  Ireland  if  it 
has  been  alleged  on  the  part  of  the  Go- 
vernment that  in  these   18  counties  evi- 
dence has  been  withheld;  has  it  been 
alleged  by   your  Crown  prosecutors  or 
agents  that  evidence  has  been  withheld ; 
has  it  been  said  that  people  had  evidence, 
and  failed  to  come  before  the  tribunals  ? 
I  am  able  to  say,  from  the  Beturns  of 
agrarian  offences,  that  these  offences  are 


mostly  slight  in  their  nature ;  they  are 
divided  between  incendiary  fires,  injury 
to  property,  writing  threatening  letters, 
and  firing  into  dwellings.  These  offences 
are  committed  in  the  dead  of  night,  in 
lonely   places;   there  is  no  one  in  the 
teeming  population  who  is  aware  of  the 
offence,  and  you  take  care  they  shall  not 
be.     I  say  evidence  has  not  been  with- 
held.     We    are    sometimes    told   that 
mutilation    of   animals    is    an    offence 
peculiar    to     Ireland,    and     there    are 
reasons  which  account  for  this  in  Ire- 
land.    But  I  have  here  some  Beturns  of 
crime  in  England  for  the  year  1885,  and 
I  find  that  there  were  33  cases  of  muti- 
lation of  animals.     Now,  in  the  case  of 
Ireland,  jou  appear  to  think  that  unless 
a  criminal  is  brought  to  justice  for  every 
crime  there  is  something  wrong  in  the 
social  state  of  the  country.      Now,  of 
these  33  cases  of  mutilation  of  animals 
in  England,  how  many  convictions  were 
there?    Would  anyone  like   to  guess? 
There  were   33  crimes^  and   nine  con- 
victions.    It  is,  as  I  said  before,  owing 
to  the  secret  nature  of  the  crimes,  al- 
though  everyone  is   anxious    to    give 
evidence,  and  to  bring  the  criminals  to 
justice,  it  is  extremely  difficult  to  obtain 
a  conviction,  and  the  failure  to  obtain  a 
conviction   is  not  an  offence  to  be  de- 
nounced against  a  whole  people.    As  I 
am  speaking  of  England,  I  may  say  that 
the  number  of  cases  of  cruelty  to  animals 
in  1885   was  nearly  8,000.     I   am  not 
anxious  to  make  these  comparisons ;  bat 
they  are  thrust  upon  us.  These  offences, 
when  they  occur  in  Ireland,  are  spoken 
of  as  an  indignity  and  an  insult,  as  if 
there  were  no  such  offences  anywhere 
else.     In  Ireland,  there  were  240  ac- 
quittals and  1,260  committals  for  cruelty 
to  animals.    And  why  ?    Because  these 
things  take  place  in  open  day.     When 
an  offence  is  committed  in  Ireland  in 
the  presence   of  people  who  can  give 
evidence,  it  is  as  easy  to  obtain  a  convic- 
tion as  anywhere  else.     Does  the  Attor- 
ney General  say  that  juries  fail  in  their 
duty  ?     [The  Attoknbt  General  for 
Ireland  (Mr.  Gibson)  (Liverpool,  Wal- 
ton) assented.]     He  does.     I  challenged 
him  the  other  day,  and  he  returned  an 
answer    which,    while   it   professed  to 
exhibit  a  certain  opinion  in  his  mind, 
denied  any    facilities   for    testing    the 
truth  of  that  opinion.     I  asked  him,  in 
regard  to  the  Summer  Assizes,  whether 
any  Assizes  had  been  adjourned  or  cases 
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moment,  but  at  some  iudefiDitely  distant 
date,  and  after  the  lapse  of  an  unknown 
number  of  years,  then  the  Government 
might  find  it  necessary  to  put  the  Act 
into  force  ?  I  think  the  hon.  Gentleman 
will  see  that  the  interpretation  he  puts 
upon  my  words  is  contradicted,  not 
merely  by  the  meaning  of  the  words, 
but  by  the  circumstances  under  which 
they  were  uttered. 

Mr.  sexton  :  The  words  I  quoted 
were  accompanied  by  other  words — 

"  We  hope  that  the  area  of  Ireland  over 
which  it  will  ever  be  necessary  to  use  it  will  be 
but  a  small  part  of  the  country.** — (3  Hamard^ 
[316]  1068.) 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  The  hon. 
Member  is  confusing  two  distinct  issues. 
In  the  words  I  delivered  I  have  refuted, 
and  I  apprehend  refuted  conclusively, 
the  absurd  meaning  he  places  on  the 
first  part  of  the  quotation  he  has  read 
to  the  House. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  But  what  about 
the  second  part  ? 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  The  hon. 
Gentleman  has  with  others  of  his  Col- 
leagues attacked  the  statistics  we  have 
placed  before  the  House,  and  has  even 
gone  the  length  of  saying  that  they  are 
imaginary  statisticts  put  down  in  defiance 
of  truth  by  the  officials  responsible  for 
them — that  they  and  we  are  accomplices 
in  the  attempt  to  deceive  Parliament. 
I  think  it  is  only  necessary  to  state  that 
accusation  in  order  to  repudiate  it.  I 
do  not  apprehend  it  is  necessary  now, 
any  more  than  it  was  before,  for  me  to 
defend  servants  of  the  Crown  and  ofii- 
cials  under  them  against  this  charge  of 
deliberate  falsification  which  the  hon. 
Gentleman  with  a  light  heart  has  made. 
The  hon.  Member  wont  on  to  say  that  I 
had  consulted  magistrates  as  to  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  Crimes  Act  who 
would  be  themselves  responsible  for 
exercising  judicial  functions  under  it. 
That  is  inaccurate  and  wholly  baseless. 
He  also  stated,  in  direct  contravention  of 
what  I  stated  earlier  in  the  evening, 
that  I  did  not  consult  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant on  the  Proclamations,  and  I  re- 
peat what  I  said  earlier. 

Mr.  SEXTON :  I  said  his  advice  had 
no  effect. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  The  hon. 
Gentleman  went  much  further — he  said 
I  did  not  consult  the  Lord  Lieutenant. 
His  counsel  has  always  proved  of  value 
on  every  point.     The  hon.  Gentleman 
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went  on  to  say  that  we  had  gone  in 
direct  contradiction  of  assurances  given 
in  the  House,  and  that  we  debated  in 
Privy  Council  the  action  to  be  taken  in 
regard  to  this  Proclamation.  He  seems 
to  think  that  for  two  hours  together  this 
was  debated.  I  repeat  what  I  said  he- 
fore,  owing  to  the  necessity  of  rectifying 
a  clerical  error  the  Privy  Council  had  to 
sit  a  longer  period  than  it  is  ordinarily 
necessary  to  do  ;  but  during  the  whole 
of  that  period  they  were  not  asked  to 
give  their  advice  on  the  subject  of  tbo 
Proclamation.  The  hon.  Gentleman 
has  attacked  the  case  we  have  made 
out ;  but  it  appears  to  me  the  statistics 
we  have  laid  before  the  House  are  really 
ample  to  prove  there  exists  a  condition 
of  intimidation  which  is  ample  justifica- 
tion for  putting  in  force  the  first*  four 
clauses  of  the  Act.  To  support  that  as- 
sertion, it  is  only  necessary  to  call  atten- 
tion to  the  Returns  laid  on  the  Table 
showing  the  number  of  persona  suffer- 
ing Boycotting  and  the  number  receiv- 
ing police  protection.  The  hon.  Member 
has,  indeed,  endeavoured  to  prove  that 
it  is  a  privilege  to  receive  polioe  pro- 
tection, and  rather  a  lucrative  specula- 
tion to  be  Boycotted;  but  I  repudiate 
this  contention,  and,  like  other  accusa- 
tions, it  falls  by  its  own  extravagance. 
If  Boycotting  is  so  delightful,  why  is  it 
that  it  is  the  punishment  the  League 
inflicts  upon  those  who  offend  against 
its  rules  ?  Why  is  it  that  the  fear  of 
this  punishment  induces  unwillingpeople 
to  come  before  the  League  Courts  and 
make  abject  apology  for  doing  that 
which  in  happier  countries  every  citizen 
thinks  ho  has  a  right  to  do,  without 
consulting  anyone  else?  The  Commit- 
tee could  not  have  failed  to  note  the 
extraordinary  phrase  by  which  the  hon. 
Gentleman  indicated  the  monstrous,  the 
horrible  punishment  to  which  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Curtin  family  have  been  sub- 
jected  after  the  horrible  murder  of  the 
head  of  that  family ;  he  said  they  "  fell 
under  the  displeasure  of  their  neigh- 
bours ! ''  This  is  the  hon.  Member  s 
moderate  statement  of  a  systematic  per- 
secution that  has  made  everybody's 
blood  run  cold  who  has  followed  the 
case 

Mr.  SEXTON  :  What  I  said  was 
that  the  greater  publicity  helped  the 
family,  and  did  not  hurt  them. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUB :  I  refer  par- 
ticularly  to  the  aatoniahing  phrate  by 
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which  he  chose  to  indicate  the  Boycott- 
ing to  which  the  members  of  the  Curtin 
family  have  been  subjected.  Then  the 
hon.  Member  went  on  to  discuss  the 
14  counties  in  which  not  the  four 
clauses  of  the  Act  are  put  in  force,  but 
only  a  certain  limited  portion  of  one 
particular  clause.  Now,  there  are  two 
points  dealt  with  in  this  clause — taking 
forcible  possession  and  attacking  officers 
of  the  law,  and  I  argued  in  support  of 
making  this  a  part  of  the  general  law 
applicable  to  the  whole  of  Ireland,  irre- 
spective of  Proclamation. 

Mr.  sexton  :  And  why  not  apply 
it  to  England  ? 

LfR.  A.  J,  BALFOUR:  Therefore, 
my  consistency  is  beyond  reproach.  The 
unnecessary  interruption  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman has  just  made  reminds  me  of 
another  point.  He  asks  what  would  be 
thought  in  England  if,  at  a  meeting  in 
Trafalgar  Square,  there  was  public  ex- 
citement and  assaults  on  the  police,  and 
these  assaults  were  dealt  with  by  sum- 
mary jurisdiction  without  the  protection 
of  a  jury  ?  Well,  Sir,  that  is  actually 
what  would  happen  in  England.  That 
is  the  law  of  England  at  this  moment, 
and  all  we  have  done  by  extending  this 
particular  and  limited  portion  of  the 
Crimes  Act  to  Ireland  is  to  make  the  law 
in  Ireland  as  nearly  as  possible  uniform 
with  what  has  for  years  been  the  law  of 
England.  This  presents,  I  think,  a 
sufficient  answer  to  the  last  part  of  the 
hon.  Gentleman's  speech  when  he  asked 
how  it  came  about  that,  in  the  peaceful 
state  of  counties,  where  crime  was  un- 
known, we  nevertheless  used  our  power 
and  proclaimed  them  under  this  par- 
ticular sub-head.  "We  thought  it  desir- 
able and  expedient  to  extend  to  Ireland 
what  long  ago  ought  to  have  been  so 
extended,  and  what  is  the  law  of  Eng- 
land. There  may  at  any  time  be  riotous 
conduct  under  excitement  that  may  arise, 
and  we  have  made  the  Proclamation 
under  this  sub- head  universal  through- 
out Ireland. 

Colonel  NOLAN  (Galway,  N.):  I 
am  disposed  to  take  exception  to  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman's  statement  as  to 
the  application  of  summary  jurisdiction 
in  England  ;  but  I  am  not  a  lawyer,  and 
cannot  pretend  to  speak  with  any  au- 
thority upon  such  a  point. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  do  not  wish 
to  be  misunderstood.  What  I  asserted, 
and  all  that  it  was  neoessary  for  my 


argument  to  assert,  was  that  by  sum- 
mary jurisdiction,  and  not  by  jury,  the 
offence  of  assaults  on  the  police  was 
dealt  with.  The  punishment,  too,  is 
six  months'  imprisonment. 

Colonel  NOLAN  :  Well,  as  neither 
of  us  have  the  necessary  legal  quali6ca- 
tions,  I  think  it  is  a  point  we  had  better 
leave  the  lawyers  to  discuss ;  it  is  alto- 
gether another  point  to  which  I  wish  to 
call  attention.  I  want  to  complain  of 
the  official  who  supplied  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  with  false  information  in 
reference  to  alleged  Boycotting  at  Tuam, 
and  there  is  naturally  much  indignation 
at  the  false  account  of  what  actually 
took  place.  The  information  supplied 
to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief 
Secretary  was  to  the  effect  that  a  large 
grazier  near  Tuam  had  incurred  the 
popular  displeasure,  and  the  people  had 
torn  down  his  wall  and  filled  up  a  well 
of  his.  Of  course,  this  would  be  a  very 
wrong  thing  to  do  ;  but  the  information 
was  totally  incorrect,  and  so  gross  a 
misrepresentation  of  the  real  facts,  that 
I  hope  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Chief  Secretary  will,  after  investigation, 
take  some  steps  to  mark  his  sense  of  the 
conduct  of  whoever  supplied  him  with 
the  false  information.  I  have  a  tele- 
gram here  from  one  of  the  most  respect- 
able mercantile  men  of  the  town,  and  it 
confirms  the  statement  made  in  a  letter 
from  the  local  administrator,  which  I 
have  seen,  that  it  was  the  grazier  him- 
self who  pulled  down  the  wall  to  enable 
his  cattle  to  get  at  the  well ;  and  what 
the  people  did  was  to  complain  to  the 
Local  Board,  who  directed  that  the  wall 
should  be  built  up  again,  so  that  the 
people  who  had  always  been  accustomed 
to  use  the  well  might  have  the  water 
kept  pure  and  uncontaminated  by  cattle. 
I  believe  the  people  then  set  to  work 
and  did  actually  build  up  the  wall,  not 
waiting  for  the  action  of  the  Sanitary 
Board,  which  at  Tuam,  as  elsewhere,  is 
not  always  rapid.  Now,  I  think,  at  the 
very  outside,  supposing  the  people  were 
wrong  in  thus  anticipating  the  action  of 
the  Sanitary  Board,  it  is  only  a  case  for 
a  civil  action ;  and  I  do  not  suppose  any 
punishment  would  be  inflicted.  But 
surely  it  ought  not  to  be  represented  to 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Se- 
cretary as  a  case  of  Boycotting,  giving 
the  town  an  evil  reputation.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Seoretary  has 
the  means  of  knowing  that  the  infor- 
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ledge  of  Ireland  I  will  undertake,  if 
you  gire  me  names  or  references  to  Kil- 
kenny, to  show  that  four-fifths  of  these 
oases  are  inventions.  Certainly  there  are 
not  10  people  Boycotted  in  Kilkenny. 
JC  might  go  on  through  the  whole  list, 
and  I  have  no  doubt  there  are  a  numbei 
of  cases  equally  striking.  Take  Wes- 
ford,  where  there  are  more  cases  of 
Boycotting  probably  than  in  any  other 
county,  10  times  as  many  aa  in  Kilkenny 
I  should  say.  But  your  figure  is  292, 
and  there  are  no  Beturns  of  intimidation. 
Now,  I  ask  any  fair-minded  man,  could 
these  figures  present  a  stronger 
than  they  do  in  oar  favour  ?  Let  me 
call  attention  to  this  fact,  for  it  is 
portant  as  bearing  upon  this  Procla- 
mation and  the  justiGcation  upon  these 
Betuma  for  proclaiming  these  counties. 
We  were  told  when  the  Act  was  going 
through  Committee,  and  the  wording  of 
the  Proclamation  bears  me  out,  that  the 
Proclamation  should  be  for  crime  and 
outrage,  not  for  Boycotting.  The  Pro- 
clamation follows  the  wording  of  the 
Statute,  which  is — the  Lord  Lieutenant 
may,  by  and  with  the  advice  of  his  Privy 
Council,  from  time  to  time,  ae  he  deems 
it  necessary  for  the  "  prevention  or  de- 
tection of  crime  and  outrage."  Mind, 
crime  and  outrage,  not  the  new  offencee 
created  by  the  Act,  but  what  was  known 
before  as  crime  or  outrage.  There  is 
not  even  the  compensation  of  the  word 
"or."  Itaays,  crime  "and"  outrage,  not 
crime  "  or  "  outrage,  must  be  proved  to 
exist  before  a  Proclamation  can  be 
declared  under  the  provisions  of  thii 
Act.  Now,  Sir,  I  contend  that  that 
strictly  limits  it,  and  that  the  Govern- 
ment are  bound,  before  they  can  issue 
a  Proclamation  under  this  Act,  to  aeoer- 
tain  that  it  is  necessary  for  the  discovery 
and  punishment  of  crime  and  outrage. 
But  there  is  no  crime  or  outrage.  What 
do  these  figures  prove  ?  Suppose  that 
we  admit  that  there  are  some  Boycotted 
people  in,  say,  the  county  of  Kilkenny ; 
supposing  we  say  that  there  are  10  Boy- 
cotted people  in  that  county.  I  think, 
by-the-bye,  that  that  would  be  an  out- 
side figure,  for  it  is  a  very  quiet  county 
indeed,  and  there  have  been  very  few 
strikes  there  with  regard  to  rent.  But 
what  do  our  figures  pluced  side  by  side 
witli  your  figures  prove  ?  They  prove 
that  Boycotting  is  a  system  of  peaceful 
associations— that  it  is  a  peaceable  com- 
bination devoid  of  intimidation  among 
3lr.  Dillon 


a  certain  class  of  people  for  the  pro- 
tection of  their  own  interests ;  and  I 
contend  that  it  is  established  be- 
yond question  that  the  Betnm  yon 
have  given  showing  a  number  of 
cases  of  Boycotting  fails  to  show  that 
any  act  of  intimidation  has  been  com- 
mitted in  the  county.  You  can  make 
them  agree  one  with  the  other.  If  it  is 
a  comparatively  innocent  class  of  Boy- 
cotting, then  it  oannot  be  described  u 
crime  and  outrage.  It  is  simply  a 
peaceable  combination  among  the  people 
that  they  will  not  deal  with  certain 
individuala ;  and  we  contend  that  it  is 
not  illegal  under  the  Statute  ;  but  that 
the  wording  of  the  Statute,  as  I  havs 
read  it  out  to  you,  deprives  you  of  the 
power  of  issuing  a  Proclamation  in  re- 
spect of  districts  in  which  mere  Boy- 
cotting exists.  It  is  an  important  fact 
which  oannot  be  too  often  repeated ;  I 
believe,  and  I  am  convinced,  that  it  con- 
veys the  spirit  of  the  Statute,  that  the 
Executive  in  Ireland  have  violated  the 
law  in  issuing  this  Proclamation.  It  is 
not  enough,  as  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
said,  to  assert  that  the  matter  has  been 
decided  by  the  House,  The  mere  fact 
of  your  having  passed  a  Ooeroion  Act 
does  not  place  the  ExeeutiTe  at  liberty 
to  da  exactly  as  they  like.  It  does  not 
render  them  able  to  adminiatar  the  law 
irrespective  of  oritioism.  It  would  not 
enable  the  Executive  to  take  up  any- 
body or  everybody  and  have  thorn  shot 
on  the  spot.  Tou  oannot  do  that  avas 
if  you  have  a  Ooeroion  Act,  Ton  most 
bo  restrained;  you  must  be  kei>t  by  the 
wording  of  the  Statute  that  authority 
you  to  issue  a  Pro  cl  a  in  at  ton,  whers  ths  a 
Lord  Lieutenant,  by  aud  with  the  adno"' 
of  the  Privy  Council,  holds  that  *• 
necessary  for  the  prevention,  deteo^- 
and  punishment  of  crime  and  o 
I  have  proved  that  in  this  no 
Kilkenny  there  is  ni^ither  < 
outrage ;  and  I  ask,  how  ooul 
tend  that  you  are  justiSed  by  th«a 
of  the  Statute  in  applying  this  ^ 
mation  for  the  cILicovcry  aud  I 
meot  of  crime  aud  outrage 
county,  when  your  Police  B  ' 
beyond  all  question,  that  ii 
there  is  neither  crims  noi  oi 

right  to  criticize  theoomlui 
cutive,  especiallywl 
serious  acts  as  i]\e,x, 
described.      They    ari 
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not  aware  before  to-day — because  I  had 
not  had  an  opportunity  of  going  into 
the  statistics — that  the  case  of  the 
Government  for  this  Coercion  Act  was 
80  wretched  a  one.  How  has  the  charge 
beeu  met  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  ?  I 
never  knew  an  answer  more  inadequate 
than  the  one  we  have  had  to  listea  to 
to-night.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
says  you  must  not  impugn  our  actiou, 
because  a  Minister  of  the  Crown  is  a 
person  who  under  no  circumstances  can 
do  any  wrong.  But,  after  all,  Ministers 
of  the  Crown  are  only  mortal  beings, 
and  60  by  no  means  infallible,  as  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  seems  to  suggest. 
The  whole  Constitution  of  this  country 
is  framed  on  distrust  of  the  Ministers 
of  the  Crown;  and  now  my  hon. 
Friend  has  brought  forward  facts 
so  conclusive  as  to  blow  the  case 
of  the  Government  out  of  the  water. 
What  is  the  answer  to  his  contention  ? 
We  are  told  that  Ministers  of  the  Crown 
are  respectable  and  responsible  men ; 
that  they  would  not  be  parties  to  any- 
thing uu-Constitutional ;  and  that  is  the 
only  way  in  which  the  Government  seek 
to  defend  themselves.  They  want  to 
write  the  motto  **  All  serene  "  over  their 
doors.  But  let  us  assume  that  every- 
thing is  all  right,  and  that  **  All 
serene  "  is  to  be  the  watchword  of  future 
Governments.  What  are  we  brought 
here  for  if  that  is  the  kind  of  answer 
we  are  to  get  from  the  Government? 
I  will  take  one  point  which  was  sug- 
gested by  my  hon.  Friend  the  Member 
for  West  Belfast,  and  I  think  that  that 
one  point  will  be  sufficient  to  demonstrate 
the  hollowness  of  the  case  of  the  Govern- 
ment. My  hon.  Friend  quoted  the  state- 
ment of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Chief  Secretary  on  the  27th  of  June — 
that  he  not  only  hoped  not  to  have  to 
put  this  Act  in  force  for  large  districts, 
but  that  he  also  hoped  that  in  certain 
instances  he  would  not  have  to  put  it 
into  force  at  all.  Very  well.  He  hoped 
that  in  large  districts  it  would  not  be 
necessary  that  the  Act  should  be  enforced 
at  all.  If  that  was  so  then,  what  has 
happened  since  to  justify  its  being  put 
in  force  ?  We  are  entitled  to  an  answer 
to  that  question.  I  am  surprised,  be- 
cause I  know  some  hon.  Gentlemen 
below  the  Gangway  opposite  agreed  to 
this  Bill  being  carried'with  great  regret. 
Now,  it  seems  to  us  that  it  was  passed 
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under  false  pretences,  and  I  am  surprised 
that  they  do  not  insist  on  some  kind  of 
explanation  from  the  Government  as  to 
their  course  of  action.  I  have  already 
referred  to  the  words  in  which  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  said 
he  hoped  it  would  not  be  necessary  to 
put  the  Act  in  force  at  all  in  certain 
districts.  Yet  two  days  after  this  Act 
was  passed  through  the  House  he 
rushed  over  to  Ireland,  and  having 
taken  a  sniff  of  Irish  air,  then,  Sir,  he 
put  the  Act  in  force.  That  is  a  mon- 
strous thing.  It  is  like  the  conduct  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  in  the  matter 
of  appeals.  First,  he  promised  us  a 
right  of  appeal  in  certain  cases,  and  then 
he  refuses  us  the  privilege,  after  stating 
that  he  had  too  pedantically  followed 
the  Bill  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Derby  (Sir  WiUiam  Har- 
court).  I  press  for  an  explanation  of 
this  action.  I  say  we  are  entitled  to 
be  told  what  has  happened  between  the 
23rd  of  June  and  the  day  after  the 
passing  of  the  Bill,  the  12th  of  July,  to 
withdraw  the  rest  of  Ireland  from  the 
pale  of  the  Constitution.  Let  me  tell 
the  Government  this.  If  the  Irish 
people  are  not  to  gain  anything  by  being 
peaceful  they  might  just  as  well  be 
turbulent.  We  have  the  statement 
from  the  hon.  Member  for  South  Tyrone 
(Mr.  T.  W.  Russell)  that  it  is  only  by 
turbulence  and  disorder  that  rents 
have  been  reduced.  If  our  people  are 
not  to  enjoy  the  protection  of  the  Con- 
stitution when  they  are  peaceable  they 
might  just  as  well  be  turbulent;  and 
they  may  act  on  the  suggestion  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  South  Tyrone,  who 
says  that  men  may  secure  a  reduction  of 
rent  by  being  turbulent.  How  are  we 
then  to  be  rewarded  for  being  peaceful, 
if  the  country  is  to  be  proclaimed  when 
it  is  in  a  perfect  state  of  peace  ?  There 
is  a  county,  forsooth,  which  has  been 
quoted  as  the  worst  county  in  Ireland ; 
and  yet  the  county  of  Monaghan,  which 
is  undoubtedly  a  very  peaceful  oounty, 
has  been  placed  on  exactly  the  same 
footing  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Chief  Secretary  as  the  county  of 
Kerry,  although  Monaghan  does  not 
at  all  approach  Kerry  in  either  the  in- 
tensity or  the  character  of  its  crime. 
Hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  must  have  per- 
jured  consciences  if  they  are  prepared  to 
support  the  Government  in  a  BiU  oH  this 
kind.    Now,  with  regard  to  the  Boy* 
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cottingEeturnSylet  the  Govemment  take 
the  smallest  county  in  Ireland,  the 
county  of  Carlow.  Let  us  suppose  that 
there  are  100  Boycotted  persons  in  that 
county — but  stop,  let  us  see  how  many 
there  are.  The  Eetum  shows  that  the 
number  of  persons  protected  by  the 
police  patrols  is  two.  The  number 
of  persons  partially  Boycotted  is  16. 
Now  that  is  the  smallest  county  in  Ire- 
land, and  in  that  there  are  16  persons 
Boycotted.  Give  us  a  Select  Com- 
mittee of  this  House  which  can  sit 
next  week,  and  inquire  into  the  truth 
or  falsehood  of  this  Report.  Do  not 
publish  a  tittle  of  the  evidence.  Have 
a  majority  of  your  Party  on  that  Com- 
mittee, and  if  we  do  not  show  you  that 
14  out  of  the  16  of  these  cases  of  Boy- 
cotting are  lies  I  shall  be  very  much 
surprised  indeed.  There  is  an  offer  to 
the  Government.  It  is  a  real  offer. 
They  are  putting  forward  these  figures 
simply  for  their  own  purposes,  and  if 
they  do  not  accept  my  offer  we  shall 
know  what  to  think  of  it.  Kemember 
this  is  the  smallest  county  in  Ireland, 
and  I  can  assure  the  House  that  Irish 
Members  would  be  very  glad  to  spend 
some  of  their  time  during  the  waning  of 
this  Session  in  finding  out  the  truth  or 
falsity  of  the  statistics.  Will  you  give 
us  a  Select  Committee  to  inquire  into 
the  cases  of  these  16  persons  who  are 
reported  to  be  Boycotted  ?  Let  us  know 
what  has  been  the  nature  of  the  Boy- 
cotting. Are  they  cases  of  persons  Boy- 
cotted by  the  landlords  —  are  they 
included  in  the  Eeturn?  Suppose  a 
landlord  refuses  to  employ  a  labourer 
because  he  happens  to  be  a  member  of 
the  National  League,  is  a  case  of  Boy- 
cotting of  that  kind  included  in  the 
Heturn,  or  is  it  only  the  cases  of  the 
Boycotting  of  the  land-grabbers  that  are 
included  ?  Are  the  village  shopkeepers 
with  whom  the  landlords  never  deal 
included  in  the  Returns  ?  I  venture  to 
say  that  if  they  were,  instead  of  16  there 
would  be  more  than  1,600  persons  re- 
turned as  Boycotted  in  the  county  of 
Carlow.  I  know  a  little  about  the  Car- 
low  Union,  where  the  landlords  have  a 
majority,  and  I  venture  to  say  that  in  no 
Union  is  there  more  Boycotting  done  by 
the  landlords  as  against  the  Catholics. 
Now,  as  to  these  16  persons  you  have 
reported  to  be  Boycotted.  Give  us  their 
names ;  let  us  judge  for  ourselves  as  to 
whether  the  oases  are  well  founded  or 


not.  We  will  be  content  to  deal  with 
this  the  smallest  county  in  order  to 
judge  your  Returns;  and  I  warn  the 
Government  that  they  cannot  be  allowed 
to  blacken  the  character  of  the  Irish 
people  in  the  dark ;  and  we  insist  on 
having  some  proof  of  their  statistics,  and 
I  take  the  county  of  Carlow,  which  is 
the  smallest  county  in  Ireland,  and 
therefore  will  cost  the  Government  the 
least  trouble,  in  order  that  we  may 
judge  as  to  the  truth  or  falsehood  of 
the  Returns  they  have  laid  before  the 
House. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  must  say 
that  I  did  not  expect  to  be  charged  with 
having  sought  to  avoid  the  points  made 
by  hon.  Members  opposite. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY:  The  best  for 
them. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  The  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  who  has  just  sat 
down  (Mr.  T.  M.  Healy),  and  the  hon. 
Member  for  East  Mayo  (Mr.  Dillon),  as 
far  as  I  recollect,  brought  forward  three 
questions  which  they  reiterated  time 
after  time,  and  which  also  were  con- 
tained in  the  speech  of  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  West  Belfast  (Mr. 
Sexton).  The  first  point  had  reference 
to  statistics,  and  the  second  was  as  to 
the  area  proclaimed ;  and  the  third  was 
as  to  the  question  of  intimidation.  Now, 
as  regards  the  statistics.  I  have  replied 
to  that  more  than  once  to-day,  and  I 
also  replied  to  it  yesterday.  These  sta- 
tistics are  given  on  the  authority  of 
officials  in  Ireland  in  the  same  way  that 
other  statistics  are  given  both  in  Eng- 
land and  Scotland,  and  such  authority 
is  always  supposed  to  be  an  adequate 
authority,  and  it  is  an  authority  which 
the  House  habitually  accepts,  and  upon 
which  it  bases  its  decisions.  It  was  for 
not  giving  statistics  on  that  authority 
that  I  was  reproached  the  other  day  by 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  Mid  Lothian  (Mr.  W.  E.  Gladstone). 
I  therefore  cannot  admit  as  open  to 
argument  the  honesty  and  genuineness 
of  these  statistics. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY :  Which  are  we 
to  rely  upon  ?  One  set  of  your  statistics 
say  one  thing,  and  one  set  say  another. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  do  not  quite 
gather  what  the  hon.  and  learned  Mem- 
ber alludes  to. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY :  I  am  referring 
to  the  point  made  by  my  hon.  Friend 
the  Member  for  East  Mayo. 
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«ff  )f«f)f/«j<J«fi/^i«,  uri'J  Uiitt  i  n  ti  in  id  rtti on  ih 
il«<»  «.h)'<f  liUnitUiUfrinU'i  of  How;/itiitjf^,  ho 
fliwt.  wlfttfo  iJioio  m  no  ifitirfii'liilioM  thoro 
f.MM  ho  no  Mofi  (iM.inpr  tit  all  ;  uud  )io  has 
till* oil  Mmi  liUKo  of  rifrlfiiii  coiiriiioH  in 
Ift'liMi'l  III  wliinli  our  ftliiUftiif'.H  iilld^od 
Miiyi''ill.lii|i  l.o  iiJiinl,  lilLlioii^h  noitlior 
UitliiiM  nliiiiin  lliiiii  ilittro  urn  iiiiy 
i.iihiin  1(1'  lliihiildritlnii  nxiNtitif^  tlu^ro ; 
iiitd  lin  hiiM  imtiitd  luo  liow  I  iKMMMUit.  for 
llihi  liiiiiHiiiiuliiiiiiv,  hut,  Mir,  1  rontoiid 
Mint  II  lii  not  nil  ihoniiHintoiit'Y.  Tho  iii- 
fiihntitltiititv  to  III  tliti  ohnraotor  of  t-ho 
mipniiithi  \\m\\\  mid  ii  luuuifoHt  inoou- 
iil.i(iMii>V  1  iind  I  moot  (Ium  arguinont  by 
(ta\li4\  (tint  I  liu\o  uovor  UMHortod  that 
)l»i\i»ti<nu(^  oaunot  oxiiit  without  tho 
•tiut'Uon  tit  h\t\h\td;)tu'i\.  I  holiovothat 
tho\o  iit^M^^aoi  otf  Uo\\si(tiu^  in  whioh; 
th>««i»  u  \\\^  a«*tu;il  \u;iuud;4t)oi\.  Aud  ■ 
m^olh«i\  yy^\\\\  \a  th;^C  \i\i\iixid«-iuou  lu 
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I  tiiink  I 
'  ce&It  -riih  all  the  imp3rtant 
Licli  are  raiae*!    bv  the  hon. 
M<;mber  for  East  l^vo. 

Mh.  CLAXCT  'Dublin  Co..  N.) :  I 
am  afraid  we  are  not  yet  satisfied  with 
tho  answer  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland. 
I  think  there  are  very  many  points 
touched  apon  by  myhon. Friend  the  Mem- 
ber for  West  Belfast  (Mr.  Sexton)  with 
which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
(yhiof  Secretary  has  carefully  avoided 
dealing,  even  in  his  second  speech ;  and 
I  propose  reminding  him  of  one  or  two 
of  those  points.  But,  first,  may  1  point 
out  the  position  in  which  he  has  placed 
himself  by  the  explanation  he  has  given 
to  the  Committee?  He  says  he  has 
novor  admitted  that  the  case  of  the  hon. 
Oontloman  the  Member  for  East  Mayo 
vAfr.  Dillon)  is  made  out  by  the  facts. 
Thoro  are  700  persons  reported  as  Boy- 
oottod,  and  800  persons  reported  as 
undor  iv>liee  protection,  and  my  hon. 
Frioud  points  out  that  those  figures  re- 
prt^j^ont  a  state  of  gross  and  violent 
ir.:;:n;dauon  :  ret,  in  the  face  of  those 
!ti:'.;r^««  we  have  the  additional  fact  that 
^^.-To  ar^?  onlr  15  cases  of  intimidation 
ri-ivrt:>i  in  regard  :o  Ireland  daring  the 
r-i.^uih  of  Jzine.  How  are  you  satis- 
t4,^."Ti'T TO  exri&ia  »h£«  difference?  You 
^^juL^ica  i."  :7.  Tbs?  Chief  Secretanr  savs 
>..«  lixi  T-fT«fr  ijsec^sd  that  intimidation 
>  T:C:f:<sari>  £2.  aeecQtpa&imait  of 
"is. 'v.vcrT.j:  rjL-  5tr.  if  er£=e  or  inti- 
t:  :  l  -  .-.m  I>:«»  ticc  ftasixspaziT  Boy- 
-  iii^a  I  Tti^fn-r^f-y  rf>*^  there 
J  x:  rrsnj*  ia  Bctojcxm.  and 
."s,:  :t»  xj  7K«iiiM  wx&:er?r  for 
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fore  has  this  House  hoard  such  a  state- 
ment as  that  Boycotting  was  a  crime, 
although  it  was  not  sustained  by  the 
force  of  intimidation,  outrage,  or  murder. 
Now,  I  have  a  few  questions  to  ask  which, 
perhaps,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  (Mr. 
Goschen)  will  be  able  to  answer  in  the 
absence  of  the  Minister  for  Ireland.  The 
county  of  Antrim  shows  no  case  of  any 
person  being  partially  or  wholly  Boy- 
cotted— no  case  of  police  protection ; 
Tyrone  shows  only  four  cases  of  minor 
offences  in  the  June  quarter,  and  Dub- 
lin County  has  no  case  of  Boycotting 
and  only  three  persons  under  police 
protection.  Why  were  these  three 
counties,  showing  an  absolute  blank  in 
their  Criminal  Calendar,  proclaimed 
under  any  part  of  the  Crimes  Act  ? 
As  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief 
Secretary  has  returned  I  will  put  the 
question  to  him,  why  are  the  counties 
of  Antrim,  Tyrone,  and  Dublin,  the  re- 
cord of  which,  in  the  Criminal  Calendar, 
is  absolutely  blank  as  regards  Boy- 
cotting ;  why  were  these  proclaimed 
under  any  section  of  the  Crimes  Act  ? 
It  is  a  question  to  which  it  is  not  easy  to 
give  an  intelligent  or  satisfactory  an- 
swer. I  would  also  call  the  attention  of 
the  Committee  to  the  records  of  the 
counties  Donegal,  King's,  Queen's,  Long- 
ford, and  Mayo,  and  others,  which  show 
no  single  case  of  persons  being  wholly 
Boycotted ;  and  yet,  though  Boycotting  is 
made  the  chief  ground  on  which  the  Pro- 
clamation is  defended,  these  counties  also 
are  included  in  the  Proclamation.  In 
other  counties  there  are  no  cases  of 
Boycotting,  few  cases  of  serious  crime 
of  any  kind,  no  case  of  forcible  pos- 
session, no  case  of  assault  on  the  officers 
of  the  law ;  and  yet  nine  such  coun- 
ties are  proclaimed  under  the  section 
that  defines  the  offences  of  forcible  pos- 
session or  assaults  on  officers  of  the  law 
as  those  to  which  it  is  applicable.  I 
repeat,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has 
not  met  these  questions;  he  has  given  no 
answer  whatever,  and  it  will  not  do  for 
him,  either  in  this  House  or  in  the 
country,  by  getting  up  at  that  Table  and 
trying  to  dismiss  the  case  with  his  mere 
ipse  dixit.  These  statistics  I  believe  to 
be  a  mass  of  fraud ;  and  if  we  had  the 
opportunity  of  tracing  individual  cases, 
if  we  had  the  means  of  sifting  them,  we 
should  find  no  difficulty  in  establishing 
their  fictitious  character,  and  even  the 


Ministry  opposite  would  be  ashamed  of 
the  case  which  is  based  on  such  statis- 
tics. Attention  has  been  called  to  a 
supposed  case  of  Boycotting  in  County 
Kerry,  and  I  believe  that  is  a  sample  of 
the  majority  of  cases  if  we  could  sift 
them.  This  was  a  case  at  Bally  duff, 
where  a  process-server  had  police  pro- 
tection for  two  years.  The  police  lived 
in  his  house,  bought  his  goods,  and 
wherever  he  went  the  police  followed  in 
a  car  hired  from  himself,  while  he  rode 
before  them  in  a  common  cart.  He  could 
have  ridden  in  the  same  car ;  but  in 
order  to  get  the  12#.  a-day  for  car-hire, 
he  insisted  on  the  police  riding  alone  in 
the  car,  knowing  it  was  the  only  vehicle 
they  could  get  in  the  district.  He  re- 
presented that  he  had  been  fired  at  two 
or  three  times ;  but  the  people  of  the 
locality  believed  he  was  lying,  in  order 
to  keep  the  police  protection,  and  I  have 
little  doubt  the  people  were  right.  This 
is  a  sample  of  the  cases,  and  gives  an 
indication  of  what  would  be  the  result 
if  we  had  the  means  of  investigating 
them  all.  I  referred  last  night  to  that 
terrible  case  of  the  midwife,  with  which 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Se- 
cretary tried  to  harrow  the  feelings  of 
the  House  in  his  speech  on  introducing 
the  Coercion  Bill.  I  remember  how  he 
tried  to  show  the  terrible  extent  of  Boy- 
cotting by  this  instance  of  a  midwife  re- 
fusing to  attend  a  poor  woman  in  her 
confinement.  But  he  has  since  not  had 
the  courage  to  face  that  midwife  in 
Dublin.  He  knows  she  has  applied  to 
the  Court  for  a  writ,  and  that  he  is  out 
of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Court;  but  he 
has  not  the  manliness  to  say  he  will 
accept  service  of  the  writ  in  England,  and 
put  to  the  test  the  truth  of  the  libel  he 
has  uttered.  Another  case  was  made  a 
great  deal  of  at  one  time,  in  one  of  the 
most  powerful  and  pathetic  passages  of 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  that  of 
a  little  child  deprived  of  its  milk — a  most 
pathetic  case,  if  it  had  occurred  ;  but  it 
did  not  occur,  except  in  the  foul  ima- 
ginations of  the  witnesses  who  gave  evi- 
dence before  the  Oowper  Commission, 
landlord  witnesses  treated  in  an  excep- 
tional manner  by  the  Landlord  Conunis- 
sion,  and  never  cross- examined — treated 
as  if  they  were  persons  absolutely  to  be 
believed  without  an  inquiry  into  their 
antecedents.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  found 
this  case  in  the  Bias  Book,  and  h» 
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faftionrd  upon  it,  stuck  to  it  with  alor.ost 
t^houlish  delight,  and  it  turns  out  to  be 
but  a  figment  of  the  imagination.  If  we 
]iad  the  opportunity  of  investigating 
them,  I  am  sure  we  could  dispose  in  like 
manner  of  the  cases  upon  which  the  Go- 
vernment claim  to  exercise  arbitrary 
power.  In  consequence  of  the  manner 
in  which  our  case  has  been  evaded  we 
cannot  allow  this  discussion  to  close  to- 
night. It  may  be  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer has  failed  to  rise  because  he 
recognizes  that  he  has  no  case.  Earlier  in 
the  discussion  he  came  with  pencil  and 
paper,  and  seemed  to  be  preparing  to 
speak ;  but  after  the  speech  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  West  Belfast  I  remarked 
that  he  put  his  pencil  and  his  paper  in 
his  pocket.  It  may  be  that  Ministers 
do  not  rise  because  the  facts  put  forward 
by  my  hon.  Friend  are  new  to  them,  and 
that  they  want  time  to  make  up  their 
facta  in  reply.  With  the  view  of  giving 
them  an  opportunity,  I  now  move,  Sir, 
that  y  ou  report  Progress. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
'*  That  the  Chairman  do  report  Progress, 
and  ask  leave  to  sit  again." — (J/r. 
Clancy.) 

The  first  LOED  op  the  TREA- 
SURY  (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith)  (Strand, 
Westminster)  :  I  must,  though  I  do  not 
know  whether  it  is  any  use  to  do  so, 
appeal  to  the  hon.  Member  to  withdraw 
his  Motion. 

Mr.  CLANCY :  Not  a  bit  of  use. 

Mb.  W.  H.  smith  :  The  Govern- 
meat  cannot  accept  the  Motion  now. 
Wo  have  given  to  the  best  of  our  ability 
answers  to  all  inquiries  and  statements, 
and  it  will  be  useless  to  adjourn  the 
discussion  till  to-morrow  merely  to  repeat 
these  statements  and  answers.  I  would 
appeal  to  hon.  Gentlemen,  are  they  for- 
warding the  interests  they  have  at  heart 
by  the  mere  prolongation  of  discussion 
and  repetition  of  statements  ?  There  is 
no  new  matter  to  add.  I  have  heard 
myself  full  answers  given,  and  I  do  not 
see  that  we  can  go  further.  I  trust  we 
may  now  come  to  a  decision  on  the 
Vote. 

Mr.  sexton  :  I  do  not  think  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  could  have  heard 
the  speech  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Cliiof  Secretary,  or  he  would  not 
commit  himself  to  the  statement  that  a 
full  reply  was  made  or  attempted.     I 

J/r.  Clancy 


laid  before  the  right  hon.  Oentleman  the 
Chief  Secretary  the  case  of  the  18  coun- 
ties proclaimed  under  the  first  four 
clauses  of  the  Act.  I  pointed  out  that 
crime  was  almost  non-existent,  although 
the  Act  requires — and  my  hon.  Friend 
the  Member  for  East  Mayo  emphasized 
this  by  argument — that  tiie  justification 
of  such  a  Proclamation  should  be  the 
prevalence  of  crime  and  outrage.  But 
no  attempt  has  been  made  to  show  that 
such  exists  in  any  of  those  counties. 
Then  we  quoted  the  official  Returns; 
but  right  hon.  Gentlemen  are  busy  talk- 
ing ;  they  do  not  pay  attention  ;  and  that 
is  another  reason  for  reporting  Progress 
now  and  resuming  to-morrow,  when, 
perhaps,  they  will  be  in  a  more  business- 
like humour.  There  is  no  proof,  we 
say,  of  crime  and  outrage  existing,  and 
my  hon.  Friend  has  driven  home  the 
fact  from  two  Government  Returns  rest- 
ing on  the  same  authority — the  Inspec- 
tor General  of  Constabulary.  The  one 
says  there  are  some  700  or  800  persons 
wholly  or  partly  Boycotted,  and  that 
there  are  1,000  persons  under  police 
protection.  If  this  is  a  true  representa- 
tion of  the  condition  of  affairs,  then  jou 
have  some  1,700  persons  cutoff  from  all 
association  with  their  fellows,  or  pro- 
tected by  armed  men,  and  if  your  argu- 
ment holds  good  this  is  maintained  by 
constant  acts  of  intimidation.  But  then 
we  have  another  Beturn,  giving  the 
statement  of  the  Inspector  General  that 
there  were  only  15  acts  of  intimidation 
reported  in  the  quarter  ending  with  the 
month  of  June.  Has  any  attempt  been 
made  to  reconcile  these  statements  ?  Is 
it  a  reply  to  say  you  rely  on  statistics, 
when  we  set  the  fact  of  there  being  only 
15  cases  of  intimidation  by  the  side  of 
the  statement  that  there  are  1,700  cases 
of  persons  Boycotted  or  under  police 
protection.  It  is  manifestly  and  gprossly 
a  lie.  We  must  ask  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  before  he  is  entitled  to  re- 
present that  a  full  and  ample  reply  has 
been  given,  to  reconcile,  if  he  can,  this 
monstrous  contradiction.  I  appeal  tg 
the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
the  Attorney  General  for  Ireland  (Mr. 
Gibson)  to  tell  me  can  he  make  a  good 
case  out  of  such  evidence  ?  Can  he  show 
that  in  these  counties  a  man  cannot  have 
a  fair  trial,  and  is  there  any  justification 
for  withdrawing  the  usual  tribunals  for 
the  administration  of  justice  ?  We  have 
appealed  to  the  Summer  Assizesi  and 
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we  have  shown  that  there  is  no  justifi- 
cation for  your  action  in  16  counties. 
We  have  compared  1881  with  1887  in 
respect  to  convictions  for  crime ;  and  I 
have  laid  down  the  broad  principle, 
based  upon  the  figures  of  the  last  six 
years,  that  the  law  was  better  admi- 
nistered— that  convictions  wero  more 
often  obtained — when  you  had  no  Coer- 
cion Bill  than  when  you  had.  What 
reply  do  you  make  ?  I  am  prepared  to 
go  more  closely  into  it.  [Cries  of 
**  Question  !  "]  I  beg  the  ton.  and 
learned  Attornev  General  to  maintain 
the  courtesies  of  the  House,  as  behoves 
one  whom  we  have  heard  called  the 
'^  Bayard  of  Debate.''  I  beg  him  to  be  a 
little  more  patient  with  me  while  I  show 
that  I  have  proved  my  case  that  there 
has  not  been  an  ample  reply,  and  that 
the  claim  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  to  close 
the  discussion  on  that  account  is  illu- 
sory. We  have  not  had  a  reply ;  the 
Government  are  not  disposed  to  enter 
upoD  that  reply  ;  and  therefore  I  trust 
the  debate  may  be  resumed  to-morrow, 
and  not  closed  to-night. 

Mr.  DILLON  :  I  am  strongly  of  opi- 
nion that  it  is  absolutely  essential  to 
adjourn  the  discussion,  both  on  the 
ground  put  forward  by  my  hon.  Friend, 
and  on  another — and  equally  strong — 
ground  that  there  are  a  number  of  items 
dealing  with  the  administration  of  the 
Executive  in  Ireland  of  the  utmost  im- 
portance, and  some  involving  great 
abuses  that  require  to  be  discussed. 
There  is  the  item  of  £1,500  a-year  for 
the  drafting  of  Irish  Bills  we  wish  to 
strike  off,  and  there  are  various  other 
points ;  and  we  have  had  no  answer  in 
reference  to  the  item  of  £420  for  tho 
Chief  Secretary's  costs.  There  is  the 
item  for  the  Veterinary  Department,  on 
which  points  of  enormous  interest  arise ; 
there  is  the  Inspector  of  Fisheries,  and, 
indeed,  so  many  items  that  it  is  absurd 
to  think  we  can  close  discussion  on  the 
Vote  to-night. 

Mr.  W.  H.  SMITH:  Well,  Sir,  I 
will  not  contest  the  point  further;  but 
the  responsibility  of  this  delay  must  rest 
with  hon.  Members  who  cause  it.  I  feel 
confident  that  the  country  will  rightly 
judge  these  proceedings.  I  will  not,  if 
hon.  Gentlemen  insist  on  reporting  Pro- 
gress, enter  into  a  contest  which  is 
always  discreditable  to  the  House. 


Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  I  think  it  is 
only  fair  to  say,  on  behalf  of  my  hon. 
Friend,  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
is  mistaken  if  he  thinks  there  is  any 
intention  of  protracting  debate.  I  fuel 
satisfied  that  the  mere  fact  of  throwing 
over  this  Vote  for  another  night  will  not 
lead  to  a  single  further  day  being  con- 
sumed beyond  the  time  allotted  in  our 
minds  towards  these  discussions.  My 
hon.  Friend  has  made  clear  his  demand 
for  an  answer,  and,  having  that,  not 
anticipating  that  it  will  be  a  satisfactory 
one,  we  shall  be  prepared  to  bring  this 
discussion  to  a  close.  The  Votes  for  the 
Local  Government  Board  and  for  the 
Board  of  Works  are  matters  that  now 
shrink  into  comparatively  less  impor- 
tance as  compared  with  these  matters 
having  reference  to  the  administration 
of  the  Crimes  Act.  These  stand  for- 
ward as  the  main  question,  and  we 
shall  not-- if  met  in  a  reasonable  spirit 
— consume  an  equivalent  amount  of 
time  with  the  other  Votes,  which,  how- 
ever important  in  former  years,  do  not 
now  occupy  such  an  important  place 
relatively.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
has,  I  think,  acted  wisely  in  making 
this  concession,  and  I  think  he  will  find, 
in  the  long  run,  that  he  has  lost  no  time 
by  it.  In  conclusion,  I  would  advise  the 
Government,  if  they  think  time  eo  im- 
portant, to  give  proof  of  their  hond  fide 
desire  to  wind  up  the  Session,  and  drop 
contentious  Bills. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Eesolution  to  be  reported  To-morrow, 

Committee  also  report  Progress ;  to  sit 
again  To-morrow. 

CHARITY  COMMISSIONERS  (OFFICERS) 
BILL.— [Bill  362.] 
{Mr»  JaekBOftf  Mr.  WiUiam  Benry  Smith.) 
OOMMITTEE. 

Order  for  Committee  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
**  That  Mr.  Speaker  do  now  leave  the 
Chair." 

Mr.  T.  E.  ELLIS  (Merionethshire) : 
Before  you  leave  the  Chair,  Sir,  I  should 
like  to  obtain  from  the  Financial  Secre- 
tary to  the  Treasury,  or  from  the  At- 
torney General,  a  pledge  in  regard  to 
this  Bill.  I  have  once  or  twice  called 
the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  condi- 
tion of  the  Welsh  Charities ;  and  when 
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I  raised  the  discussion  in  Supply  the 
hon.  Gentleman  promised  that  inquiry 
should  immediately  he  made,  and,  if  neces- 
sary, that  the  Charity  Commissioners 
should  have  an  increase  in  their  Staff. 
Now,  I  believe  that  this  increase  in  their 
Staff  will  be  given  by  this  Bill ;  and  I 
wish  to  ask  the  hon.  Gentleman  for  a 
pledge  that  the  first  duty  of  the  Com- 
missioners will  be  to  inquire  into  the 
state  of  these  Welsh  Charities,  and  to 
hold  local  inquiries  in  the  various 
parishes  and  counties  in  Wales,  in  order 
to  obtain  some  idea  of  the  condition  of 
them.  I  will  refer  to  one  or  two  cases, 
and  will  take  one  or  two  of  the  parishes 
at  random.  In  one  of  them  there  are  five 
charities,  and  of  these  the  condition  of 
three  may  be  briefly  summarized.  One 
charity  of  £100  is  based  upon  personal 
security,  and  has  not  been  paid  for  many 
years.  The  second,  a  rent-charge  of 
£2  lOs.  a-year,  not  paid  for  many  years ; 
and  a  third,  a  rent-charge  of  Ids.  a-year, 
payment  withheld.  Now,  that  is  the 
case  with  regard  to  dozens  of  parishes 
in  Wales;  and  my  desire  is  that  the 
Charity  Commissioners,  now  that  they 
have  an  increase  in  their  official  Staff, 
should  undertake  the  work  of  inquiring 
into  them  without  delay.  And  I  hope 
that  the  hon.  Gentleman  will  be  able  to 
give  me  a  pledge  to  that  effect  before 
you,  Mr.  Speaker,  leave  the  Chair. 

Mr.  CONYBEARE  (Cornwall,  Cam- 
borne): Before  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  the  Attorney  General  replies 
T  should  like  to  say  one  word.  I 
do  not  propose  to  offer  any  opposition 
to  your  leaving  the  Chair,  Sir,  or  to 
getting  this  Bill  into  Committee  to- 
night ;  but  I  shall  oppose  any  further 
progress  being  made  on  it  this  evening, 
or  rather  this  morning,  because  I  ob- 
serve that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Vice  President  of  the  CounciK  in  whose 
Department  this  matter  priuoipally  lies, 
is  not  present.  I  do  not  think  it  desir- 
able to  discuss  this  matter  in  his  ab- 
sence, and  at  tins  hour  of  the  morning. 
I  have  gone  over  the  Bill  several  times 
with  great  care.  There  are  several 
questions  in  it  of  ci^nsidorable  import- 
auot\  and  which  s^»mv^  of  us,  at  any  rate, 
do  not  regard  wi;h  jwtioular  favv>ur.  One  ! 
ot  the*<>  qxiesrior.s  r^^Utes  to  the  genera'.  ! 
prvHwlurt^  of  :heCh,-ir:\vOo:u:i;:**:v^r.orik 
and  1  5sh»Il  foel  bo;;uvl  to  discuss  i:  in 
CVuuQiitie^  a;  length.  However.  I  will  j 
not  op{K\ii^  y\>ur  l««ving  ih«  Ciiair«  | 

Mr.  r  j:.  £1^ 


The  attorney  GENERAL  (Sir 
RiCHABD  Webster)  (Isle  of  Wight): 
With  regard  to  the  observations  of  the 
hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  T.  E.  Ellis)  as  to 
the  Welsh  Charities,  I  would  first  point 
out  to  him  that  on  the  face  of  this  Bill 
there  is  no  necessity  for  any  increase  of 
the  Staff  of  the  Charity  Commission  at 
all.  There  is  no  proposal  for  an  in- 
crease. It  may  be  that  if  further  work 
has  to  be  done  the  Staff  will  require  to 
be  increased ;  but  the  principal  object 
of  the  Bill  is  to  secure  greater  efifixdoDcy 
in  the  very  direction  which  the  hon. 
Member  pointed  out.  It  will  enable 
the  Assistant  Commissioners  to  conduct 
the  local  inquiries  which  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber demands  of  the  Commission.  It  is, 
practically  speaking,  to  enable  the  wish 
of  the  Commission  to  be  more  effi- 
ciently carried  out.  As  far  as  possible  I 
can  assure  the  hon.  Member  it  is  the 
wish  and  desire  of  the  Charity  Commis- 
sioners to  hold  local  inquiries  of  the  cha- 
racter suggested.  Now,  with  reference 
to  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for  the 
Camborne  Division  of  ComwaU,  the 
points  he  raised  will  be  for  the  House 
to  decide,  and  I  hope  that  he  will  let  the 
Bill  go  through  Committee  to-night. 

Mr.  CONYBEARE:  I  can  only 
speak  with  the  indulgence  of  the  House. 
I  do  not  wish  to  press  any  aadue  oppo- 
sition to  the  Bill ;  but  I  cannot  see  that 
the  statement  the  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman makes  is  correct,  seeLog^  that  the 
words  of  the  1st  sub-section  of  the  2nd 
clause  distinctly  are  that  the  Charity 
Commissioners  may  appoint  Assistant 
Commissioners.  That  seems  to  me  a 
distinct  provision  that  an  additional 
staff  shall  be  appointed.  Bat  the  espe- 
cial point  I  wish  earnestly  to  impress 
upon  Her  Majesty's  Gh>yemment  in 
connection  with  this  Bill  is,  that  if  addi- 
tional or  Assistant  Commissioners  are 
to  be  appointed,  they  should  appoint 
somebody  who  is  able  to  speak  on  be- 
half of  the  working  classes,  in  whose  in- 
terest these  charities  were  originally 
founded. 

Mr.  SPE-iKER:  Order,  order!  The 
hon.  Member  is  not  in  Order  in  intio- 
duoing  new  matter  into  his  speech. 

Question  put^  and  €/r»fd  f#. 
Bi.l  .\'%fiifrffM  in  Committee. 
Jn  the  Committee.) 
Clause  1  i^^r^M^  I*. 
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Clause  2  (Appointment  of  Assistant 
Commissioners). 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
*'  That  Clause  2  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

Sir  EICHAED  WEBSTEE  :  With 
reference  to  the  observations  made  by 
the  hon.  and  learned  Member  (Mr. 
Conybeare),  I  think  he  has  not  fully 
appreciated  the  scope  of  this  clause.  I 
repeat  that  it  is  not  intended  at  all  to 
increase  the  Staff  of  the  Charity  Com- 
mission, although  I  admit  that  if  it 
becomes  necessary  power  is  taken  by 
the  Bill  to  do  so.  If  you  will  kindly 
listen  to  me  I  will  show  that  this  clause 
merely  changes  the  Inspectors  into  As- 
sistant Commissioners.  The  Inspec- 
tors at  present  have  only  limited  powers  ; 
and  if  the  hon.  and  learned  Member 
will  look  at  Sub -section  4  of  the  clause 
he  will  observe  that  the  power  of  ap- 
pointing Inspectors  under  the  Chari- 
table Trusts  Act,  1852,  ceases.  The  ob- 
ject is  really  to  have  Assistant  Commis- 
sioners, instead  of  Inspectors,  and  these 
Assistant  Commissioners  will  be  able  to 
do  the  work  of  Commissioners.  There 
is  no  intention  to  increase  the  number  at 
present,  unless  it  is  found  desirable  to 
do  so  ;  and  I  need  not  assure  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  that  if  that  is 
done  opportunities  will  be  afforded  for 
discussing  the  matter,  as  a  Vote  will 
have  to  be  taken  for  the  purpose. 

Mr.  CONYBEAEE  :  I  am  perfectly 
well  satisfied  with  the  explanation  of 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman,  I 
knew  I  should  get  a  frank  one,  and  a 
perfectly  clear  statement  from  him.  But 
my  other  point  is  that  when  this  oppor- 
tunity occurs,  and  this  re-arrangement 
takes  place,  I  want  the  Government  to 
state  distinctly  that  they  will  undertake 
that  some  of  the  Assistant  Commissioners 
shall  be  appointed  from  that  class  which 
are  principally  interested  in  these  chari- 
ties. This  is  a  matter  in  which  working 
men  have  strong  feelings  throughout  the 
country.  I  shall  be  perfectly  satisfied 
if  the  Government  will  give  me  some 
assurance  that  they  will  consider  this 
point.  I  do  not  want  them  to  appoint 
persons  who  are  not  properly  qualified 
to  perform  the  duties  that  will  have  to 
be  undertaken  ;  but  I  can  assure  him 
that  in  the  class  mainly  interested  there 
are  numbers  of  men  fully  qualified  for 
the  office ;  and  if  the  Government  will 
give  me  some  assurance  of  the  kind  I 


have  suggested  I  will  not  press  my  ob  - 
jection  any  further  to  this  clause.  If 
they  cannot  give  me  that  assurance,  I  am 
afraid  I  shall  have  to  move  to  report 
Progress. 

Sir  EICHAED  WEBSTEE:  The 
suggestion  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  shall  be  carefully  considered  ; 
but,  having  considerable  knowledge  of 
the  duties  which  have  to  be  performed 
by  the  Charity  Commissioners,  I  do  not 
think  it  desirable  that  I  should  hold  out 
any  hope  that  the  working  class  Eepre- 
sentatives,  in  the  ordinary  sense  of  the 
word,  shall  be  appointed.  It  would  not 
be  at  all  possible  to  lay  down  that  prin- 
ciple. I  quite  agree  that  the  working 
classes  have  a  great  interest ;  but  that 
interest  they  may  turn  to  advantage  by 
looking  out  cases  in  which  injustice  is 
done,  and  bringing  all  such  questions 
under  the  notice  of  the  Charity  Commis- 
sioners. The  hon.  Member  for  Meri- 
onethshire (Mr.  T.  E.  Ellis)  has  pointed 
to  several  cases  in  which  he  finds  the 
charities  are  not  applied,  and  if  other 
Gentlemen  know  of  similar  cases  we 
shall  only  be  too  glad  to  be  informed  of 
them ;  but  I  do  not  think  it  desirable 
to  suggest  that  the  Government  are  at 
all  likely  to  accept  the  principle  that 
members  of  the  working  classes  will  be 
appointed  as  Assistant  Commissioners. 

Mr.  CONYBEAEE :  It  is  perfectly 
absurd  to  state  that  there  are  not  plenty 
of  men  representing  the  working  classes 
who  are  not  perfectly  well  qualified  to 
perform  these  duties.  If  you  cannot 
find  persons  of  the  calibre  necessary  for 
Assistant  Commissioners,  why  are  you 
abolishing  Inspectors?  At  any  rate, 
you  might  have  appointed  working  class 
representatives  as  Inspectors,  even  if 
you  did  not  think  them  fit  for  the  post 
of  Assistant  Commissioners.  I  repeat, 
from  my  acquaintance  with  and  know- 
ledge of  the  working  men  whom  I  repre- 
sent in  this  House,  more  than  does  any- 
one sitting  on  the  Government  BenoheSi 
that  there  are  heaps  of  men  who  are  in 
every  sense  as  qualified  and  as  fit  for 
these  duties  as  any  hon.  or  right  hon. 
Gentleman  on  the  Benches  opposite. 
It  is  all  very  well  for  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  the  Attorney  Gene- 
ral to  say  that,  while  admitting  that 
they  are  interested  in  this  matter,  they 
can  best  perform  their  function  by 
rooting  out  these  abuses.  They  can  do 
nothing  of  the  kind.    You  may  root  ont 
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any  amount  of  abuses,  but  you  cannot 
get  them  rectified.      You  cannot  stop 
the  poor  being  robbed  under  the  sanction 
of  the  Charity  Commissioners  until  the 
Bepresentatives    of    the    class    robbed 
are  placed  on  the  Commission.     I  will 
give  you  one  instance  of  the  difEculty  of 
preventing    this    pillage.       Everybody 
knows  of  the  Dauntsey  Charity,  and 
how  long  it  took  Mr.  William  Saunders, 
who  sat  in  this  House,  to  get  that  matter 
taken  up.     How  long  was  it  before  the 
truth  of  his  argument  was  forced  on  the 
mind  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Leader  of  the  House  ?    Had  it  not  been 
for  the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
the  Bordesley  Division  of  Birmingham 
(Mr.  Jesse  CoUings)  taking  this  matter 
up,  with  the  authority  which  attached 
to  him   as   a  Member   of  the  Liberal 
Unionist  Party,   and   insisting  on  the 
Government  setting  this  matter  right, 
there  would  have  been  another  instance 
of  spoliation  of  this  kind  in  the  country. 
I  say  it  must  be  and  shall  be  stopped, 
and  it  can  only  be  stopped  by  such  a 
measure  as  that  which  I  propose.     I  do 
not  want  to  put  a  majority  of  working 
class  [Representatives  on  this  Commis- 
sion ;  buti  say  that  they  ought  to  be  repre- 
sented on  it,  and  that  the  people  of  the 
country  will  insist  that  the  people  who 
are  principally  interested  in  these  chari- 
ties shall  have  that  representation,  and 
shall  have  some  shred  of  their  heritage 
secured  to  them  in  the  future  by  having 
their  men  placed  in  a  position  so  that 
their  representations  shall  receive  proper 
attention.    It  is  because   there  is  this 
strong  feeling  existing  that  I  press  this 
upon  the  attention  of  the  Government. 
I  have  taken  it  up,  too,  because  the  hon. 
Member  for  the  Haggerston  Division  of 
Shoreditch  (Mr.  Cremer)  told    me  the 
other  evening  he  intended  to  take  this 
step  himself,  and  impress  the  import- 
ance of  this  on  the  Government.     He 
did  not    know,   I    presume,  that   this 
matter  was  coming  on  at  3  o'clock  this 
morning,  and  so  he  is  not  in  his  place ; 
but  I  do  insist  most  strongly  that  this 
matter  shall  not  be  snuffed  out  as  the 
Attorney  General  seems  to  desire.     This 
must  be  considered  seriously  by  the  Go- 
vernment ;   and  as  they  are  not  able  to 
give  sufficient  serious  consideration  to 
it  at  a  quarter  to  3  in  the  morning,  I 
beg,  Mr.  Courtney,  to  move  that  you 
report  Progress.      I    cannot    see  what 
other  remedy  I    have.     There   is    no 
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Amendment  on  the  Paper  by  means  of 
which  this  matter  can  be  raised  in  Com- 
mittee. In  order  to  compromise  matters 
I  will  put  it  in  this  way — I  do  not  want 
to  be  unduly  pertinacious  or  hard  upon 
the  over-worked  Members  of  the  Go- 
vernment; therefore,  I  will  waive  my 
right  to  persist  in  this  Motion  at  this 
unseemly  hour  of  the  morning,  on  the 
understanding  that  the  Government 
will  give  some  further  slight  considera- 
tion to  the  point  I  have  pressed  upon 
them,  and  that  they  will  favourably  con- 
sider the  Amendment  I  will  put  on  the 
Paper  for  Beport. 

The  FIRST  LORD  of  thb  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith)  (Strand, 
AYestminster) :  The  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  is  speaking  entirely  under  a 
misapprehension.  This  is  not  a  Bill  to 
alter  the  constitution  of  the  Charity 
Commission  as  such ;  it  is  a  Bill  to  em- 
power the  substitution  of  Assistant  Com- 
missioners for  Inspectors,  so  as  to  make 
those  officials  more  efficient  for  the  work 
of  the  Commission,  to  give  them  larger 
powers,  and,  at  the  same  time,  to  secure 
a  reduction  of  expenditure.  But  when 
the  hon.  and  learned  Member  talks 
about  the  representation  of  the  working 
classes  on  the  Commission,  I  can  under- 
stand his  object  is  to  secure  for  that 
class  the  endowments  to  which  they  are 
entitled.  But  he  is  quite  mistaken  in 
supposing  that  he  can  attain  his  object 
by  insisting  on  gentlemen  representing 
the  working  classes  being  placed  in  the 
position  of  Assistant  Commissioners,  and 
to  conduct  inquiries  without  the  training 
and  the  knowledge  which,  in  the  judg- 
ment of  the  Government,  are  necessary 
to  enable  the  Commissioners  to  do  their 
work.  Evidently,  he  is  under  a  mis* 
conception  as  to  the  scope  and  operation 
of  this  Bill.  Anything  we  can  do  to 
make  the  functions  of  the  Commissioners 
thoroughly  efficient  in  accordance  with 
the  spirit  of  the  Report  of  the  Committee 
will  certainly  be  done  by  the  Govern- 
ment. This  Bill  is  simply  intended,  as 
I  have  said,  to  make  the  machinery 
more  efficient  than  it  now  is. 

Mr.  CONYBEARE  :  I  know  that 
you  here  bring  in  a  Bill  to  re-arrange, 
in  some  way,  the  composition  of  the 
Charity  Commission ;  and,  therefore,  I 
say  we  have  a  perfect  right  to  avail  our- 
selves of  this  opportunity  to  impress 
upon  the  Gt)vemment  the  yiews  we 
entertain  as  to  the  constitution  of  the 
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nissioQ.  It  is  all  very  well  for  the 
hon.  Gentleman  to  assure  us  that 
thing  shall  be  done  in  order  to 
e  the  interests  of  the  poor  people  ; 
verything  has  not  been  done  in  the 
and  it  is  because  the  Oommissioners 
been  so  shamefully  false  to  their 
9,  so  far  as  the  working  classes  are 
rned,  that  we  insist  on  this  point, 
can  say  with  reference  to  the  some- 
insulting  tone  which  has  been 
;ed  with  reference  to  the  working 
>8  is,  that  I  can  pledge  myself  to 
12  men  in  my  own  constituency 
'  whit  as  well  qualified  to  act  as 
tant  Commissioners  as  any  hon. 
eman  sitting  on  the  Benches  oppo- 
I  shall  ask,  at  any  rate,  if  we  pro- 
with  this  Bill  now,  that  the  Eeport 
shall  not  be  taken  before  Thurs- 
so  as  to  enable  me,  if  I  think  fit,  to 
Amendments  on  the  Paper. 
',.  T.  E.  ELLIS :  I  wish  to  make 
nore  suggestion  to  the  hon.  and 
ed  Attorney  General  on  this  clause, 
question  of  the  Welsh  Charities 
;ive  a  considerable  amount  of  work 
e  Charity  Commission  for  a  long 
to  come.  He  says  that  two  In- 
>r8'  offices  must  before  long  become 
it,  and  Assistant  Commissioners 
be  appointed.  I  would  ask  the 
rnment  to  adopt  some  suggestion 
regard  to  filling  the  vacancy,  and 
a  Welsh- speaking  Commissioner 
d  be  appointed  to  do  the  work  in 
>ction  with  the  inquiries  in  Wales. 
:ed  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
3  Department  to  -  night  quite  a 
e  question  with  regard  to  a  certain 
rt  being  issued  in  Welsh,  seeing 
he  Welsh-speaking  peasantry  took 
it  interest  in  the  matter ;  but,  with 
iual  supreme  disregard  for  simple 
e,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  re- 
I  say  it  was  wanton  conduct — 
»  of  "Order,  order!"]  Well,  I 
withdraw  the  expression  if  it  is  un- 
imentary. 

B  CHAIEMAN :  I  beg  to  call  the 
ion  of  the  hon.  Member  to  the 
hat  he  is  wandering  widely  from 
>int  before  the  Committee. 
.  T.  E.  ELLIS  :  My  point  is  this, 
e  abuses  of  charities  in  Welsh- 
ing counties  are  to  be  found  out, 
f  those  charities  are  to  be  rightly 
ged,  you  must  have  Commissioners 
can  understand  the  language  of 
people.    I  have  an  instance  here 


of  a  mountainous  parish,  the  inhabitants 
of  which  speak  Welsh  only.  There  are 
charities  there  to  the  amount  of  £250 
annually  which  we  say  are  misapplied. 

Sir  EICHARD  WEBSTER :  Under 
the  clause  Commissioners  can  be  ap- 
pointed temporarily  for  special  purposes; 
and  I  need  hardly  say  that  if  inquiry  is 
to  be  held  in  a  parish  where  the  people 
speak  Welsh  only,  a  Commissioner 
would,  no  doubt,  be  appointed  who  is 
acquainted  with  the  Welsh  language. 

Clause  agreed  to. 

Clauses  3  and  4  agreed  te. 

Clause  5  (Declaration  as  to  power  of 
official  trustee  of  charity  lands  to  take 
and  hold  land). 

Mr.  CONYBEARE  :  There  is  a  ques- 
tion  arising  on  this  clause. 

Sir  RICHARD  WEBSTER  :  In  reply 
to  the  hon.  and  learned  Member,  I  may 
say  the  object  of  the  clause  is  to  save 
expense,  and  to  enable  a  simple  con- 
veyance of  land  to  be  carried  out. 

Clause  agreed  to. 

Remaining  Clause  and  Schedules 
agreed  to. 

Bill  reported;  as  amended,  to  be  con- 
sidered upon  Thursday, 

TRAMWAYS    (WAR   DEPARTMENT) 

BILL.— [Bill  246.] 

{Mr.  Northeote,  Mr,  Secretary  Stanhope^  Mr, 

Brodrick,) 

COMlfiTTEE.       [adjourned  DEBATE.] 

Order  read,  for  resuming  adjourned 
Debate  on  Question  [3rd  August],  **That 
Mr.  Speaker  do  now  leave  the  Chair  " 
(for  Committee  on  the  Tramways  (War 
Department)  Bill). 

Question  again  proposed. 
Debate  resumed. 
Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 
Bill  considered  in  Committee. 
(In  the  Committee.) 
Clauses  1  to  3,  inclusive,  agreed  to. 

Clause  4  (Provision  for  protection  for 
local  and  road  authorities,  and  of  the 
public). 

Dr.  tanner  (Cork  Co.,  Mid) :  Be- 
fore  you  go  through  this  clause,  Sir, 
would  the  hon.  Gentleman  in  charge  of 
the  Bill  try  to  explain  it  ?  Otherwise,  I 
will  move  to  report  Progress. 
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offer  against  the  pickpocket  at  the  Old 
Bailey.  You  are  obliged  to  give  evi- 
dence as  to  the  fault  of  a  whole  county, 
just  as  you  would  give  it  to  a  jury  about 
a  single  individual.  We  say  that  there 
is  nothing  in  the  condition  of  these 
people  Boycotted,  or  in  the  condition  of 
these  people  who  are  protected  by  the 
police,  which  entitled  you  to  maintain 
the  strictest  secrecy  with  regard  to  them. 
If  a  man  is  protected  in  his  house,  and 
in  his  walks,  and  in  his  rides  abroad,  the 
fact  is  not  one  which  it  is  necessary  to 
keep  secret,  for  it  is  notorious  everybody 
in  the  district  is  aware  of  the  fact,  and 
the  man  can  lose  nothing  by  having  the 
fact  stated  in  this  House ;  but,  on  the 
oontrary,  he  can  gain  a  good  deal  by 
such  statement  being  made,  as  it  will 
bring  him  the  sympathy  of  this  House. 
I  protest  against  this  secrecy — against 
having  the  liberties  of  my  countrymen 
juggled  and  whispered  away  in  this 
fashion.  We  are  entitled  to  test  and  sift 
the  evidence  in  these  cases  ;  and,  there- 
fore, we  have  a  right  to  ask  to  be  sup- 
plied with  the  names  and  addresses  of 
persons  alleged  to  be  Boycotted.  If  the 
Government  will  agree  to  lay  upon  the 
Table  a  Eeturn  giving  the  names  and 
addresses,  and  showing  the  people  who 
are  wholly  or  partially  Boycotted,  and 
who  are  under  constant  or  general  police 
protection,  I,  on  my  part,  will  be 
willing  to  forego  the  continuance  of  this 
debate.  I  am  so  confident  that  in  regard 
to  the  great  mass  of  these  cases  we  shall 
be  able  to  show,  as  we  have  already  been 
able  to  show  whenever  we  have  been 
able  to  obtain  a  clue  as  to  the  persons 
alleged  to  be  outraged,  the  hollo wness 
and  falseness  of  the  pretensions  of  the 
Government,  that  I  should  be  willing 
not  to  proceed  with  this  debate  any 
longer,  relying  upon  our  ability  to  refute 
the  evidence  afforded  us.  We  shall  be 
satisfied  if  you  will  place  a  clue  before 
us.  If  the  Government  will  give  this 
information,  I  will  ask  my  hon.  Friends 
around  me  not  to  continue  the  debate. 
You  could  then  take  your  Vote,  and  we 
would  subsequently  find  an  opportunity 
of  discussing  the  matter.  The  second 
point  I  have  to  submit  is  this — and  I 
ask  the  Ooiumittoe  to  consider  the  matter 
in  a  rational  spirit.  According  to  the 
official  lloturns,  there  are  700  people  in 
Ireland  who  are  Boycotted,  and  1,000 
people  who  are  undor  pi>lioo  protection. 
Now,  if  thero  are  700  people  in  Ireland 

J/r.  SejctoH 


to  whom  their  neighbours  will  not  speak, 
from  whom  their  neighbours  will  not 
buy,  to  whom  their  neighbours  will  not 
sell,  and  if  there  are  1,000  persons  who 
are  obliged  to  be  protected  by  armed 
men,  and  acoompanied  by  armed  men 
when  they  go  abroad — and  I  do  not  be- 
lieve that  these  things  occur— can  any- 
one believe  that  acts  of  intimidation  are 
not  of  daily  occurrence  ?  If  it  is  true 
that  1,700  people  are  in  this  position, 
and  are  kept  in  it  from  day  to  day,  will 
anybody  believe  that  there  do  not  occur 
thousands  of  cases  of  intimidation  ? 
Such  a  state  of  things  could  not  be  main- 
tained and  kept  up  without  constant  in- 
timidation; and  yet,  according  to  the 
official  information  supplied  to  this 
Hou3e  during  the  whole  of  the  June 
quarter,  only  15  cases  of  intimidation 
were  committed  in  the  whole  of  Ireland. 
Now,  which  Eeturn  is  right  ?  The  two 
cannot  he  right.  One  is  incompatible 
with  the  other.  Is  the  Inspector  Gene- 
ral right  when  he  says  that  during 
the  June  quarter  there  were  only  15 
cases  of  intimidation,  or  are  the  offi- 
cial Eetums  correct  when  they  set 
forth  that  there  are  700  people  Boy- 
cotted and  1,000  people  under  police 
protection  in  Ireland  kept  in  a  state  of 
daily  and  hourly  intimidation  ?  We  are 
entitled  to  claim  a  more  satisfactory 
reply  from  the  Government  than  the 
curt  answer  we  received  from  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  yesterday.  We  must 
have  an  answer  seriously  delivered,  and 
without  unnecessary  careleasneas  and 
flippancy.  I  repeat  the  offer  I  made. 
If  the  Government  are  willing  to  aban- 
don their  policy  of  whisper  and  stealth 
and  are  wUling  to  give  us  such  informa- 
tion as  to  the  cases  of  Boycotting  and 
police  protection  as  will  enable  us  to 
sift  them,  we,  on  our  part,  will  be  pre- 
pared— and  no  doubt  my  hon.  Friends 
will  agree  with  me  in  this  —  not  any 
longer  to  continue  the  debate  upon  this 
subject. 

ThbOHIEF  SEORETARY  fob  IRE- 
LAND  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfofr)  (Manchester, 
E.):  I  venture  to  think  that  the  hon. 
Member  has  confused  two  very  different 
points.  He  has  confused  the  offence  of 
not  giving  an  answer  satisfactory  to 
himself,  and  the  offence  of  not  giving  an 
answer  at  all.  I  admit  that  I  have  not, 
either  in  this  or  in  any  previous  de- 
bates, been  fortunate  enough  to  lay  be* 
fore  the  House  any  argument   which 
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hon.  Members  from  Ireland  will  allow 
to  be  conclusive;  but  I  cannot 
admit  that  I  have  not  attempted  to 
give  an  answer  to  every  one  of  the 
points  raised  by  the  hon.  Member,  even 
if  I  have  not  succeeded  in  giving  a  satis- 
factory reply  to  the  hon.  Member  who 
has  just  sat  down  and  his  Friends' behind 
him  upon  everyone  of  the  points  he  has 
recapitulated  this  morning.  I  do  not 
think  that  I  was  guilty  of  omitting  to 
reply  to  any  single  point  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber raised  in  my  two  speeches.  I  think 
I  am  correct  in  saying  that  every  one  of 
the  points  he  has  now  laid  before  the 
House  for  a  second  time  has  already 
been  dealt  with — were,  in  fact,  dealt 
with  by  me  last  night.  Many  of  them 
were  dealt  with  by  me  last  night  not  for 
the  first  time.  There  is  one  exception 
only  to  that  broad  statement,  and  that 
is  the  alleged  irregularity  of  which  the 
Government  wore  guilty  in  proclaiming 
districts  under  the  Crimes  Act,  and 
where  overt  crimes,  or  which  the  hon. 
Member  described  as  ^' crime  and  out- 
rage '*  had  not  occurred.  Sir,  I  did  not 
deal  with  that  point  because  it  was  a 
legal  point,  and  I  confess  I  think  it  was 
not  a  point  of  great  importance.  I 
think  it  was  one  in  regard  to  which  fur- 
ther consideration  and  study  of  the  Act 
itself  would  convince  the  hon.  Member 
that  really  he  had  no  case.  If  he  will 
look  at  the  Act  he  will  see  that  the 
clause  enforced  by  the  Proclamation  is, 
amongst  other  clauses,  the  2nd  clause. 
Now,  that  2nd  clause  explicitly  deals 
with  offences  which  the  hon.  Member 
chooses  to  describe  as  '*  crime  and  out- 
rage ;  '*  therefore,  if  the  Legislature  had 
seriously  intended  to  use  the  words 
'*  crime  and  outrage  '*  in  the  sense  in 
which  the  hon.  Member  uses  them,  it  is 
clear  we  could  not  have  dealt  by  Pro- 
clamation with  Clause  2  of  the  Act  which 
contemplates  many  other  offences  than 
those  the  hon.  Member  has  referred  to. 
If  the  hon.  Member  considers  that  an- 
swer insufficient  and  unsatisfactory,  per- 
haps he  will  ask  my  right  hon.  and 
learned  Friend  the  Attorney  General  for 
Ireland  to  supplement  what  has  only 
been  a  very  short  sketch  which  I  have 
now  laid  before  the  Committee.  With 
that  exception,  I  am  sure  I  have  already 
dealt  more  or  less  satisfactorily  with 
every  point  the  hon.  Member  referred  to 
this  morning.  With  regard  to  the  state- 
ment he  has  repeated  —  a  statement 
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which  I  contradicted  last  night — that  I 
gave  a  pledge  to  the  House  that  an  in- 
definite time  would  elapse  before  the 
Crimes  Act  was  applied  to  Ireland,  the 
Committee  will  see  that  such  an  ad- 
mission on  my  part  would  have  been 
wholly  absurd,  and  would  have  been  in 
itself  an  adequate  reason  for  the  House 
declining  to  consider  further  the  Cri- 
minal Law  Amendment  Bill  at  all.  It 
would  have  been  ridiculous  to  ask  the 
House  to  accept  a  Bill  which  it  was 
not  intended  to  put  in  force  for  an  in- 
definite period.  Then  the  hon.  Member 
went  on  to  raise  a  question  as  to  a  sub- 
section of  that  particular  clause  which  is 
applied  to  the  whole  of  Ireland,  with 
regard  to  assaults  on  the  police.  I  have 
again  and  again  had  to  lay  before  tho 
Committee  the  grounds  on  which  I  think 
that  that  may  be  very  well  extended  to 
Ireland,  and  why  the  Government  are 
of  opinion  that  the  provision  should  be- 
come a  part  of  the  permanent  law  of 
Ireland,  as  it  is  a  part  of  the  permanent 
law  of  England  and  Scotland. 

Mr.  sexton  :  Why  do  you  upset 
the  ordinary  jurisdiction  where  crime 
does  not  exist  at  all  ? 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  The  fact  that 
assaults  on  police  have  not  occurred  for 
the  last  year  in  certain  counties — and 
the  hon.  Member  says  that  they  have 
not  occurred — assuming  his  facts  to  be 
true,  and  that  there  has  been  no  assault 
in  Cork  and  Limerick  during  the  last 
year,  that  can  be  no  argument  against 
substituting  an  improved  method  of  pro- 
cedure, in  case  these  offences  should 
occur,  over  the  antiquated  procedure 
which  has  already  been  abolished  in 
England  and  Scotland.  That  is  all  we 
have  done.  These  are  the  reasons  I 
have  already  given,  and  whether  they 
are  satisfactory  to  the  hon.  Member  or 
not,  they  are  reasons  satisfactory  enough 
to  ourselves.  Now,  leaving  the  question 
of  the  great  towns,  the  hon.  Member 
went  on  to  discuss  the  question  of  police 
protection  and  taking  forcible  possession, 
and  to  the  Proclamation  we  have  ex- 
tended to  all  the  counties  and  rural  dis- 
tricts of  Ireland.  He  says—**  You  have 
no  similar  law  in  England."  Well,  Sir, 
we  have  no  similar  law  in  England  and 
Scotland  for  the  reason  that  we  have  no 
similar  offences. 

Mb.  sexton  :  Neither  have  you  any 
such  offences  in  the  14  proclaimed  coun- 
ties— none  at  all. 
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Mr.   a.   J.   BALFOUR:    The    hon. 
Gentleman  fails  to  see  the  vital  and  fun- 
damental distinction  between  the  case  of 
Ireland  and  that  of  this  country.     All 
we  have  done  by  this  is  not  to  create  an 
offence,  but  to   establish  an  improved 
method  of  procedure  in  dealing  with  the 
offence,  and  the  question  we  have  to  con- 
sider is  whether  or  not  the  offence  is 
one  which  is  likely  to   be  committed. 
[**  Oh,  oh !  ^"^  from  Hie  Iruh  Memhtrs.']     I 
apprehend  that    hon.  Members  below 
the  Gangway  opposite  can  hardly  deny 
that  the  offence  of  taking  forcible  pos- 
session is  likely  to  be  committed.     It  is 
an  act  which  they  hold  to  be  justifiable 
on  the  part  of  the  tenant ;  an  act  which 
they  think  perfectly  proper,  and  which 
they  themselves  have  repeatedly  urged 
upon  the  public.    I  do  not  wish  to  intro- 
duce controversial  matter  into  this  dis- 
cussion ;    but  the   hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for   East  Mayo  (Mr.  Dillon), 
speaking  in   one  of  the  counties  pro- 
claimed, not  under  the  first  four  sections, 
but  under  this  sub-section,  urged  the 
people  to  commit  an  offence.      Discuss- 
ing some  evictions  on  Lord  Annesley*s 
estate,  in  order  to  carry  which  a  large 
military  force  would  be  required,   and 
which  force  it  would  be  impossible  to 
fc^ep   alive  in  the   district    where    the 
evictions  were  to  take  place  unless  they 
took  their   provisions  with   them,  the 
hon.   Member  said   to  the  people  that 
when  the  military  force  which  had  been 
employed  had  gone  away,  they  could  ^o 
back  to  their  homes,  and  be  just  as  com- 
fortable as  ever.     [  Cheers  from  the  Irish 
Members.']    The  hon.  Gentleman  recom- 
mends, and  other  hon.  Gentlemen  by  their 
cheers  also  recommend,  these  people  to 
go  back  to  their  homes  when  evicted. 
Under  the    circumstances,  is  it   not  a 
proper  precaution  for  the  Government 
to  take,  knowing  that  this  offence  is  one 
recommended  by  those  who  aspire  to  be 
the  leaders   of  the   Irish  people,    and 
knowing  that,  unfortunately,  it   is  an 
offence  of  too  frequent  an    occurrence 
already,  that  the   Government    should 
put  the  Act  in  force  in  regard  to  these 
districts.     Again,  I  say,  that  though  my 
arguments  may  be  not  satisfactory  to 
the    hon.    Gentleman,  I  think  he  will 
admit  from  my  point  of  view  that  I  have 
tried  as  well  as  I  can  to  meet  the  case 
hon.   Members    have    advanced.      The 
hon.  Gentleman  went  on  again  to  dis- 
cuss the  question  of  the  Boycotting  sta- 


tistics. With  regard  to  this  matter,  I 
think  he  will  a^it  that  I  have  dealt 
with  it  several  times  before — that  I  had 
dealt  with  it  before  he  spoke  last  night, 
and  that  I  did  so  after  he  had  spoken. 
He  says — **  Why  do  you  not  publish  the 
names  of  these  people  in  order  that  we 
may  test  the  accuracy  of  your  facts  ?  " 
Well,  to  begin  with,  it  has  never  been 
admitted  by  any  Government,  as  far  as 
I  know — it  certainly  has  not  been  ad- 
mitted by  this  Government — that  the 
official  statistics  are  tainted  at  their 
source.  We  cannot  admit  that  the  facts 
we  laid  before  the  House,  and  that  we 
are  asked  to  lay  before  the  House,  on 
official  authority  are  of  such  a  kind  that 
they  cannot  be  accepted  by  this  House 
until  hon.  Gentlemen  have  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  discussing  them  in  detail,  cross- 
examining  them,  and  so  on. 

Mr.  SEXTON :  They  are  contradicted 
by  other  official  Eetums. 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  I  can  only 
deal  with  the  hon.  Oentle^ian's  argu- 
ments in  their  order.  The  hon.  Gen- 
tleman says  the  statistics  in  regard  to 
Boycotting  are  contradicted  by  other 
official  Eetums.  Again,  I  dealt  with 
that  part  of  the  argument  yesterday, 
and  I  think  the  arguments  I  advanced 
against  it  were  of  the  clearest  kind.  The 
argimient  I  applied  was  this.  He  says 
Boycotting  requires  acts  of  intimidation 
to  support  it — that  Boycotting  must  be 
associated  with  acts  of  intimidation,  and 
that  it  cannot  exist  without  them.  He 
then  takes  the  statistics  in  a  particular 
county — I  think  the  particular  county 
chosen  last  night  was  Wexford.  He 
takes  a  particular  county,  and  says— 
''You  allege  that  so  many  persons  ia 
this  county  are  Boycotted,  but  your 
Police  Beturns  show  at  the  same  time 
that  there  is  little  or  no  intimidation  in 
that  county.  Therefore,  it  is  quite  clear 
that  when  your  official  Beturns  show 
that  there  is  Boycotting,  they  are  guilty 
of  gross  inaccuracy,  because  if  there  had 
been  Boycotting  there  must  also  have 
been  intimidation.''  I  apprehend  that 
I  have  not  in  any  way  misinter- 
preted or  misrepresented  the  argu- 
ments laid  before  the  House  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  West  Belfast,  and 
repeated  by  the  hon.  Member  for  East 
Mayo.  These  hon.  Gentlemen  appear 
to  be  of  opinion  that  this  intimidatioQ 
which  appears  in  the  Police  Beturns  is 
intimidation  which  includes  within  it  tho 
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appearances  of  Bo jcottmg;  but  that  is 
not  80.     It  is  perfectly  true  that  under 
Sub-section  2  of  this  Act  Boycotting  is 
an  offence  of  intimidation,  but  in  the 
Police  Returns   Boycotting  is   not  re- 
turned, aud  never  has  been  returned  as 
one  of  the  offences  described  as  intimi- 
dation.    I  have  not  the  o£B.cial  statistics 
here.     If  the  hon.  Gentleman  will  run 
over  the  heads  included  in  intimidation, 
he  will  see  that  Boycotting  is  not  now, 
and  never  has  been,  returned  as  one  of 
the  offences  described  as  intimidation. 
I  do  not  suppose  that  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man founded  this  particular  case  on  the 
supposed   fact  that  under  the  head  of 
intimidation   the  police  included  Boy- 
cotting.     I  must  entirely  traverse  the 
view  of  the  hon.  Gentleman.      It  may 
be  true  that  in  the  earlier  stages  of  this 
agitation  Boycotting  could  not  be  car- 
ried into  effect  except  under  the  threat 
of  intimidation  and  outrage.     That  was 
probable,  but  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  the 
machinery  of  the  League  has  been  so 
protected  since  then,  that  I  believe  it  is 
absolutely  necessary  now  to  use  intimi- 
dation in  most  cases,  at  aU  events,  to 
compel  persons  to  carry  out  the  verdicts 
of  the  League  by  which  certain  offenders 
against  their  rules  are  punished.     Then 
the  hon.  Member  asked  us  why  we  de- 
clined to  publish  the  names  of  persons 
Boycotted  ?    This,  again,  is  a  subject 
upon  which  I  have  had  more  than  once 
to  detain  the  Committee.     Our  ground 
is  this.     We  did  not  think  we  ought  to 
superadd  to  all  the  sufferings  inflicted 
upon  the  people  by  the  League  by  Boy- 
cotting the  further  sufferings  of  having 
their  cases  discussed  with  the  freedom 
— I   will   use  no  harsher  term — which 
hon.    Members    permit    themselves   to 
adopt  in  this  House.     We  see  no  reason 
why,    to   the    suffering    they    already 
endure,  that  an  additional  element  of 
suffering  should  be    added.     We  feel 
obliged  to  continue  the  invariable  prac- 
tice with  regard  to  criminal  statistics,  to 
give  the  total  number  of  cases,  but  not 
to  specify  the  names  of  the  victims. 

Mr.  sexton  :  What  is  the  reason 
why,  whenever  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
is  able  to  find  a  resolution  passed  by  a 
branch  of  the  League,  Boycotting  some 
person  by  name,  he  is  always  glad  to 
read  it  to  the  House  ? 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUB:  That  argu- 
ment I  will  answer  at  once.  The  reason 
I  read  out  the  names  in  such  a  case  is 


because  the  resolution    in   which    the 
name  occurs  is  one  which  has  appeared 
in  the  public  papers  by  the  sanction  of 
the   League,  and  I  presume,   in   that 
case  there  will  be  no  discussion  in  the 
matter  in  this  House.    The  newspaper 
resolution  I  read  is  a  resolution  of  a 
branch  of  the  League,  published  on  the 
authority  and  with  the  sanction  of  tho 
branch,  and  I  assume    that    the    cases 
dealt  with  in  such  resolutions  will  not 
be   subjected  to    that    minute    critical 
examination  which,  under  other  circum- 
stances, the  cases  would  certainly    be 
subjected  to.     That  is  the  last  observa- 
tion I  think  it  will  be  necessary  for  me 
to   address  to    the  Committee  on  the 
subject.     The   hon.  Member  has    said 
that  he    will  always  controvert    these 
statistics  which  I  have  laid  on  the  Table 
of  the  House  as  to  Boycotting,  and  that 
he  will  never  admit  that  they  are  other 
than    false  representations.      Well,   I 
cannot  prevent  his  adopting  that  suppo- 
sition if  he  chooses  to  do  so.     I  do  not 
believe,  however,  that  he  will  find  that 
the  majority  in  the  House  are  of  his 
opinion,  or  that  the  people  of  the  country 
will  take  his  view  of  the  value  of  the 
official  statistics.     But  I  would  remind 
him  that  I  have  not,  in  the  debates  which 
have  occurred  in  regard  to  the  National 
League,  relied  in  the  main  upon  these 
statistics.     I  have  relied  in  the  main, 
and  for  the  reasons  the   hon.  Gentle- 
man has  mentioned,  upon  the  published 
and  notorious  resolutionstbat  the  various 
branches  of   the  League  have  passed. 
I  cannot  flatter  myself  that  in  the  few 
observations  I  have    addressed  to  the 
House  I  have  been  so  fortunate  as  to 
carry  the  hon.  Gentleman  with  me.     I 
think  he   will  admit,  however,  that  I 
have  not  abated  one  bit  from  the  state- 
ment I  made  last  night;  but  I  have 
made  these    observations    in  order  to 
defend  myself  from  the  charge  of  dis- 
courtesy which  the  hon.  Gentleman  in 
the  statements  he  has  made  charged 
against  me,  but  which  I  think  circum- 
stances show  he  ought  never  to  have 
charged  against  me. 

Mr.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.):  I  fully 
admit  that  the  Chief  Secretary  has  this 
morning  met  us  in  a  better  spirit  and 
with  a  much  improved  tone  from  that 
which  he  employed  last  night.  I  must 
say  in  our  defence,  that  if  we  were  met 
in  that  way  oftener,  our  arguments  would 
be  considerably  shortened.    We  do  not 
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claim,  and  we  do  not  pretend  to  expect, 
that  Ministers  should  always  satisfy  us, 
but  we  do  claim,  and  we  are  here  to 
claim,  that  we  should  be  met  by  reason- 
able arguments,  whether  those  arguments 
should  be  satisfactory  to  us  or  not.  We 
claim  that  when  we  have  made  what  we 
consider  a  strong  case,  covering  a 
number  of  important  points,  that  aMinis- 
ter  shall  not  stand  up  and  dismiss  it, 
without  even  the  courtesy  of  a  notice 
of  the  most  important  points  that  we 
have  raised.  It  is  true  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  has  gone  over  all  the 
points  which  have  been  raised,  and  that, 
of  course,  he  has  not  satisfied  us.  He 
has  dealt  with  them  from  his  own  point 
of  view.  There  were  some  points  in 
the  course  of  his  speech  which  I  feel 
bound  to  endeavour  to  reply  to,  and 
particularly  as  to  this  case  of  Boycotting. 
This  question  will  undoubtedly  form 
matter  of  great  controversy  in  this  coun- 
try during  the  coming  autumn.  I 
have  absolute  confidence  that  the  people 
of  England  will  not  take  quite  the  same 
view  of  the  subject  as  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary. We  shall  go  to  the  people  of  this 
country  and  ask  them  what  is  the  value 
of  the  statistics  which  have  been  pre- 
sented to  us,  and  I  have  no  doubt  we 
shall  receive  an  answer  favourable  to  our 
view.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  says 
that  we  have  laid  it  down  that  Boy- 
cotting cannot  be  carried  out  without  acts 
of  intimidation.  Now,  that  is  not  what 
I  said  at  all  last  night ;  I  said  nothing 
of  the  kind.  What  I  said  was  this,  and 
it  will  be  in  the  recollection  of  every- 
body who  is  a  Member  of  the  House, 
and  who  has  attended  to  these  debates 
with  any  degree  of  care,  that  when- 
ever the  subject  of  Boycotting  was 
brought  forward  by  the  Ministers  of 
the  Crown  they  drew  most  appalling 
pictures  of  the  misery  resulting  from  it, 
and  endeavoured  to  lead  Members  of 
this  House  to  believe  that  these  cases  of 
Boycotting  were  cases  of  desperate  and 
outrageous  intimidation.  That  cannot 
be  denied.  It  was  not  I  who  defined 
Boycotting  ;  I  took  the  definition  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman.  I  said — **  You 
have  told  us  that  Boycotting  is  a  system 
based  upon  most  desperate  and  out- 
rageous terrorism." 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  think  the 
hon.  Member  has  mistaken  what  I  said. 
I  said  that  Boycotting  was  intimidation 
of  a  most  serious  kind  in  itself. 

J/r.  Billon 


Mr.  DILLON :  What  is  it  ?  If  Boy- 
cotting is  intimidation,  I  say  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  went  a  great  deal 
further  than  that..  The  Government 
have  always  led  us  to  believe,  or  have 
always  sought  to  do  so,  that  it  is  a 
system  involving  frightful  intimidation 
and  terrorism.  They  have  dropped  that 
position,  and  in  framing  my  argument 
I  accept  their  later  definition.  Let  me 
take  what  seems  to  be  their  argument 
now — that  Boycotting  as  a  system  is 
not  based  on  any  acts  of  intimidation 
or  threats  of  violence  of  any  kind,  but 
is  simply  a  question  of  peaceful,  exclu- 
sive dealing — a  combination  among  the 
people  themselves  to  refuse  to  speak 
with  individuals,  or  to  trade  with  indi- 
viduals. That  is  what  occurs  in  every 
trades  union  strike  in  England.  They 
cannot  deny  it.  There  is  not  a  single 
trades  union  strike  where  the  man  who 
takes  the  part  of  the  blackleg  is  not 
Boycotted  oy  his  fellow  workmen,  and 
when  you  say  that  Boycotting  is  intimi- 
dation, and  nothing  but  intimidation,  I 
say  that  it  is  just  the  system  of  intimi- 
dation that  the  trades  unions  make  use 
of  to  defend  themselves.  Do  not  we 
know  that  trades  unions  bring  this 
system  to  bear  upon  everybody  who 
breaks  their  rules?  In  cases  where 
men  break  the  rules  of  a  trades  union, 
men  refuse  to  work  with  them  in  the 
same  workshop,  and  refuse  to  have  any- 
thing to  do  with  them,  looking  upon 
them  as  blacklegs.  They  ostracise  them 
because  they  are  non-union  men,  and  ac- 
cording to  the  statement  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Boycotting  that  prevails 
in  Ireland,  and  in  consequence  of  which 
they  propose  to  take  away  the  liberties 
of  Ireland,  is  nothing  more  nor  less 
than  the  system  of  exclusive  dealing 
which  prevails  in  this  country  wherever 
you  have  trades  unions.  The  position 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  now  taken 
up  is  an  entirely  new  feature  in  the  case. 
If  that  be  so,  and  if  we  are  to  accept 
from  the  Government  the  statement  that 
the  Boycotting  which  exists  in  these  18 
counties  which  have  been  proclaimed 
under  the  four  first  sections  of  the  Act 
is  peaceful  Boycotting,  and  is  not  based 
upon  any  system  of  violence  to  person 
or  property — that  is  to  say,  is  only  a 
combination  not  to  deal  with,  or  speak 
to,  certain  persons,  then  I  ask  the  Go- 
vernment on  what  ground  they  have 
applied  Clauses  1,  8,  and  4  to  these  dis- 
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tricts,  in  addition  to  Clause  2  ?  Clause 
2  deals  with  Boycotting,  and  nothing 
but  Boycotting.  Let  us  look  at  it  for 
a  moment.  Clause  2  covers  the  whole 
field  of  Boycotting,  whereas  Clause  1 
deals  with  the  discovery  of  crime. 
When  you  have  no  crime  in  a  country 
at  all,  why  do  you  take  powers  to 
enable  you  to  discover  it?  Clauses  3 
and  4  deal  with  special  juries  and 
change  of  venue  for  the  trial  of  offences 
of  a  serious  character,  and  not  for  the 
trial  of  offences  of  Boycotting  pure  and 
simple,  without  cause  of  intimidation, 
which  are  fully  dealt  with  under  Clause 
2.  I  say,  therefore,  that  the  case  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  completely  falls  to 
the  ground,  and  that  he  has  not  a  leg  to 
stand  upon.  I  say  he  had  no  earthly 
right  to  apply  the  Sections  1,  3,  and  4 
to  any  of  these  districts  of  Ireland,  in- 
stead of  contenting  himself  with  the 
application  of  Section  2.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  referred  to  the  Irish 
Members  as  having  given  advice  to  the 
tenantry  of  Ireland  to  take  forcible 
possession  of  the  farms  from  which 
they  are  evicted.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  endeavoured  to  defend  the 
Proclamation  based  upon  the  ground 
of  taking  forcible  possession.  But  that 
is  not  the  question.  The  question  is, 
not  what  advice  has  been  given  to  the 
people,  but  where  there  have  been  any 
offences,  and  where  the  people  have 
taken  forcible  possession  in  these  coun- 
ties. Why  should  not  the  Government 
wait  until  they  know  whether  the  people 
are  going  to  take  forcible  possession  ? 
The  facts  the  Government  should  go  on 
are  not  the  speeches  of  Members  of 
Parliament  in  matters  of  this  kind,  but 
what  they  find  in  their  Police  Beturns, 
or  in  the  actual  occurrences.  They 
could  at  any  time  have  applied  this  pro- 
vision if  they  considered  themselves  jus- 
tified in  so  doing,  and  if  the  facts  justified 
them ;  that  is  to  say,  if  they  saw  that 
crime  existed,  or  was  likely  to  exist,  in 
three  or  four  of  the  counties  of  Ireland. 
I  utterly  traverse  the  statement  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  that  crime,  as  he 
calls  it,  exists  in  three  or  four  of  the 
counties  of  Ireland.  Even  if  it  were 
BO,  I  traverse  the  declaration  that  that 
would  be  a  justification  to  the  Govern- 
ment for  adopting  what  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  chooses  to  call  an  improved 
method  of  procedure.  What  does  he 
mean  by  an  improved  method  of  proce- 


dure ?  Why,  acting  without  any  regard 
being  had  to  the  merits  of  the  case.  An 
unfortunate  wretch  is,  under  this  **  im- 
proved method,"  to  be  convicted  by  men 
who  are  not  Judges  at  all,  and  sentenced 
to  a  terrible  term  of  imprisonment,  for 
a  most  trivial  offence.  What  right  has 
he  to  put  this  in  force  against  the  poor 
Irish  tenant?  Let  me  read  from  The 
Spectator  an  account  given  by  an  Eng- 
lish gentleman,  a  Unionist,  of  his  visit 
to  Glenbeigh,  when  the  people  of  Coo- 
massaharn  fled  at  his  approach.  The 
gentleman  I  speak  of  went  into  this 
region,  and  what  does  he  see  ?  When 
he  comes  to  within  two  miles  of  Ooo- 
massaharn,  he  sees  people  running  away 
like  Bed  Indians,  and  giving  warning, 
and  then  taking  to  the  hills.  He  dis- 
covered some  of  them  lying  in  ditches 
and  behind  rocks  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  their  own  houses.  Having  succeeded 
in  convincing  them  that  he  was  not  one 
of  the  emergency  men  who  were  rang- 
ing through  the  district,  he  gets  them 
to  come  and  sit  down  and  chat  with 
him.  What  was  it  that  this  Unionist 
gentleman  said  ?     Why,  that — 

"  This  people  of  Coomassaharn  were  brutally 
and  cruelly  evicted  from  their  homes,  and  are 
now  living  upon  charity  given  into  my  hands 
by  English  people.  They  have  been  supported 
by  that  means  for  six  months,  and  I  am  happy 
to  say  that  I  have  still  enough  to  keep  them  for 
six  months  more." 

How  do  these  wretched  women  and 
children  live  ?  Why,  they  are  put  into 
their  houses  at  night,  while  the  men  sleep 
out  on  the  open  mountain  side;  they  have 
guards  on  the  road,  and  whenever  a 
stranger  is  seen  approaching,  men, 
women,  and  children  fly  to  the  moun- 
tains. That  is  taking  forcible  possession 
which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  Procla- 
mation will  punish,  by  Resident  Magis- 
trates, with  six  months  hard  labour — that 
is  the  state  of  crime  of  that  district ;  that 
is  the  condition  of  things  which  the  Go- 
vernment profess  they  desire  to  apply  a 
new  method  of  procedure  to.  Only  last 
week  I  had  a  letter  from  Glenbeigh  in- 
forming me  that  a  number  of  women 
and  children  were  to  be  summoned 
before  the  magistrates — to  be  tried  by 
this  improved  method  of  procedure — for 
creeping  back  into  their  homes  and 
taking  that  kind  of  forcible  possession. 

The  CHAIRMAN :  The  hon.  Member 
is  now  criticizing  provisions  adopted  in 
an  Act  of  Parliament,  and  not  the  discre- 
tion of  the  Executive, 


651 


Supply — CMl 


(OOMMONS}         Serviee  Estimates.' 


652 


Mr.  DILLON  :  Well,  Sir,  I  will  not 
])ursue  that  line  of  argument  any  further. 
I  feel  very  strongly  on  the  point,  and 
am  carried  away  by  my  feelings;  but 
I  will  not  detain  the  Committee  any 
longer  in  regard  to  it.  I  will  refer  to 
the  point  upon  which  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  told  us  to  seek  information 
from  the  Irish  Attorney  General.  I  am 
convinced,  so  far  as  I  can  read  this  Act, 
that  we  are  right  in  the  legal  matter.  I 
am  not  a  lawyer,  but  I  think  it  is  as  I 
say.  The  statute  confers  on  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  discretion  to  proclaim  a  dis- 
trict only  where  he  finds  it  necessary  for 
the  prevention,  detection,  or  punishment 
of  crime  and  outrage.  How  does  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  seek  to  evade  the 
meaning  of  these  words  ?  He  said  that 
inasmuch  as  Clause  2  did  not  deal  with 
crime  and  outrage,  it  must  have  been 
manifest  that  Parliament  in  passing  this 
Act  did  not  intend  to  put  the  interpre- 
tation which  we  claim  upon  the  measure. 
I  have  looked  at  Clause  2,  and  I  put 
a  very  different  construction  upon  it. 
Clause  2  says  that — 

**  Any  one  who  shall  commit  any  of  the  follow- 
ing ofifences  in  a  proclaimed  district  shall  come 
under  a  provision.** 

And  then  it  goes  on  to  state  the  offences. 
The  meaning  of  it  is  that  when  a  dis- 
trict is  disturbed  and  crime  and  outrage 
prevail,  these  new  offences  are  to  be  set 
up  because  the  condition  of  the  country 
is  dangerous.  The  intention  of  the  Act 
was  that  you  are  not  to  have  these  new 
offences  set  up  in  every  district  which 
are  not  districts  in  which  these  things 
prevail.  The  meaning  of  Clause  2  is 
that  where  a  district  is  disturbed,  and 
law  and  order  are  interfered  with,  and 
crime  and  outrage  and  terrorism  pre- 
vail, it  is  necessary  then,  in  order  to 
maintain  the  law,  to  set  up  these  new 
offences.  That  is  plainly  the  meaning 
of  the  Act.  Therefore,  I  say  we  have  a 
very  strong  case  for  our  contention  that, 
in  issuing  this  Proclamation  on  the  large 
scale  that  he  did,  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
broke  the  law.  Supposing,  even  for  the 
sake  of  argment,  that  we  make  him  a 
present  of  Clause  2,  and  admit  that 
Clause  2  may  be  applied — although  I 
do  not  believe  that  it  was  intended  that 
it  should  be  applied  under  these  circum- 
stances when  the  Act  was  passed — but 
supposing  we  make  him  a  present  of 
Clause  2,  what  has  it  got  to  do  with 
Clauses  1,  3,  and  4  ?    There  is  not  a 


shred  of  argument  for  the  claim  that  the 
Lord  Lieutenantis  empowered  by  this  Act 
to  apply  Clauses  1 ,  3,  and  4  to  any  dis- 
trict in  which  he  is  not  satisfied  that  it 
is  necessary  for  the  prevention,  detec- 
tion, and  punishment  of  crime  and  out- 
rage. Crime  and  outrage  are  well  under- 
stood terms,  and  I  want  to  know  on  what 
ground— I  want  to  know  whether  the 
right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  will 
tell  the  House  on  what  ground  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  was  justified  in  applying 
these  provisions  to  these  diBtricts  where 
there  exists  neither  crime  nor  outrage  ? 
That  is  a  strong  case,  and  I  should  like 
to  hear  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman refer  to  it.  We  are  entitled  to 
ask  that  an  Act  of  Parliament  having 
been  passed,  it  shall  not  have  its  mean- 
ing distorted,  and  that  this  clause  shall 
not  be  illegally  applied. 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL   for 
IRELAND   (Mr.   Gibson)    (Liverpool, 
Walton) :  The  statement  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman has  made  is  not  well-founded  in 
law,  and  I  will  satisfy  him  as  well  as  I 
can  that  the  argument  he  has  advanced 
is  not  a  sound  one.     Now,  I  have  stated 
in  the  clearest  and  most  unambiguous 
language  that  Section  2  of  the  Act  of 
Parliament  creates  no  new  offences  or 
crimes,      I   am  wholly  unable  to  un- 
derstand how  it  is  that  a  thing  can  be 
criminal  and  not  criminal  at   the   same 
time,  and  I  assert  that  any  one  of  these 
offences  or  crimes  under  Section  2  are 
crimes  in  England  and  Scotland  as  well 
as  in  Ireland.    When  we  come  to  deal 
with  Section  5  of  the  Act  of  Parliament 
it  contemplates    the  Lord    lieutenant 
putting  in  force  the  operation  of  the  Act 
for  the  prevention,  detection,  or  punish- 
ment of  crimes  in  Ireland.     Now,    I 
assert  that  there  are  in  Section  2  of  the 
Act  of  Parliament  to  be  found  a  number 
of  offences  which  are  crimes,  and  which 
crimes  are  capable  of  being  committed 
without  any  overt  acts  at  all — such  as 
the  crime  of  conspiracy.    We  all  know 
that  if  A  B  and  0  conspire  together  to 
murder  a  man,  the  crime  of  conspiracy 
to  murder  is  complete,  although  the  man 
actually  escapes,  and  there  is  no  overt 
act  to  carry  out  the  criminal  design, 
and    therefore   no  outrage.    The  hon. 
Member  has  mentioned  that  the  words 
*^and  outrage"  are  to    be    found   in 
this   section ;  but  those    words,  in  my 
opinion,  do  not  qualify  or   out    down 
the  word  <'  crime.''    That  is  my  opinion 
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as  to  the  question  of  law  which  has  been 
raised.  The  hon.  Member  says  that 
though  that  may  be  so  with  regard  to 
Section  2,  it  would  not  apply  to  the 
other  sections.  The  hon.  Gentleman 
must  recollect  that  the  object  of  this  Act 
of  Parliament  is  to  check  crime,  as  well 
as  to  punish  overt  crime  where  it  actually 
exists.  It  appears  to  me  that  if  it  is 
necessary  to  apply  a  provision  of  the  Act 
of  Parliament  relating  to  intimidation 
to  certain  counties,  that  would  afford  a 
strong  argument  indeed  for  applying 
Sections  1,  3,  and  4  to  such  counties.  I 
do  not  say  that  it  would  be  conclusive, 
because  it  might  be  sufficient  in  certain 
counties  to  apply  that  provision  for 
intimidation  only.  But  we  do  know 
that  a  very  common  form  of  intimidation 
which  exists  is  intimidation  which  pre- 
vents witnesses  giving  evidence,  or  intimi- 
dation which  will  prevent  the  prosecution 
being  entered  upon,  and  this  intimidation 
would  render  it  necessary  to  have  a 
superior  class  of  jurors,  and,  in  the  same 
way,  there  might  be  intimidation  in  a 
certain  district  which  would  render  it 
improbable  that  a  just  verdict  would  be 
obtained,  and,  therefore,  it  might  be 
necessary  to  bring  about  a  change  of 
venue.  I  do  not  know  whether  I  have 
satisfied  the  hon.  Gentleman  by  what  I 
have  said ;  but  I  trust  he  will  see  that  I 
have  endeavoured  to  do  so  to  the  best  of 
my  ability. 

Mb.  sexton  :  I  very  humbly,  but 
firmly,  take  issue  with  the  right  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  on  the  first  line 
of  page  6  of  the  Act. 

Mb.  GIBSON  :  What  section  ? 

Mr.  SEXTON:  Section  5.  The  Lord 
Lieutenant  is  entitled  to  proclaim  certain 
districts  where  he  thinks  it  is  necessary 
for  the  purpose  of  the  prevention,  de- 
tection, or  punishment  of  *' crime  and 
outrage.**  Now,  why  do  they  not  say 
that  he  is  entitled  to  issue  a  Proclamation 
in  respect  of  "crime  and  outrage?" 
That  would  have  made  the  meaning 
clear,  according  to  the  sense  the  right 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  attaches  to 
the  words;  no  one  could  then  have  denied 
that  the  Lord  Lieutenant  would  be 
entitled  to  proclaim  a  district  where 
crime  existed,  or  even  where,  if  crime 
did  not  exist,  outrage  existed.  The 
word  **  and"  has  a  conjunctive  operation, 
and  it  is  clear,  unless  the  right  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  establishes  a 
Bystem  of  English  grammar  of  his  own, 


that  the  two  conditions  must  exist  in 
any  district,  in  order  to  justify  that 
Proclamation.  The  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  interprets  English 
in  an  unnatural  sense.  The  right  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  contends  that 
either  crime  or  outrage  is  sufficient ;  but 
why  does  not  the  Act  say  **  crime  or 
outrage  " — why  does  it  join  the  two  ? 
His  reply  in  regard  to  the  Proclamation 
as  to  the  1st,  3rd,  and  4th  sections, 
is  weaker  still.  Under  the  2nd  section, 
anyone  who  Boycotts  or  intimidates  a 
person  can  be  brought  before  two  paid 
magistrates,  and  sentenced  to  six  months' 
imprisonment  with  hard  labour.  Does  he 
say  that  is  not  sufficient?  Does  he  say  that 
the  adoption  of  these  powers  is  not  suffi- 
cient ?  Why  does  he  superadd  Procla- 
mations under  Sections  1 ,  3,  and  4  ?  The 
right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  says  it 
is  because  in  the  districts  contemplated 
in  the  section  there  may  be  such  intimi- 
dation as  would  prevent  witnesses  from 
coming  forward.  But  has  that  occurred  ? 
He  has  not  given  us  any  evidence  of  it. 
He  referred  generally  to  a  couple  of 
cases  in  the  West  of  Ireland,  and  to  a 
third  instance  in  some  other  case,  where 
he  said  the  witnesses  had  not  given 
proper  evidence.  Well,  I  have  gone 
over  the  whole  record  of  the  Summer 
Assizes,  and  have  not  found  a  trace  of 
evidence  to  show  that  witnesses,  who 
knew  anything,  have  failed  to  come 
forward,  or  have  failed  to  give  full  and 
satisfactory  evidence  for  the  guidance  of 
Judge  and  jury  when  they  have  come 
forward,  and  I  have  not  found  any 
evidence  to  show  that  juries  have  failed 
to  convict  when  they  should  do  so. 
What  is  the  meaning  of  setting  up  a 
Star  Chamber  in  18  counties,  unless  you 
are  able  to  say  that  evidence  is  being 
withheld—and  you  do  not  say  that? 
What  is  the  meaning  of  taking  power  to 
change  the  venue,  unless  you  show  that 
local  juries  have  failed  to  give  verdicts ; 
or  of  having  special  juries,  if  the  ordinary 
juries  return  true  and  honest  verdicts? 
There  is  not  a  scintilla  of  evidence  to 
any  such  effect,  and  not  a  word  has  been 
said  to  justify  the  Proclamation  under 
Sections  1,  3,  and  4  of  this  Act. 

Mr.  GIBSON  :  I  wish  to  point  out 
that  the  object  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
in  making  the  Proclamation  is  to  prevent 
crime  and  outrage.  The  section  referred 
to  by  the  hon.  Member  is  a  cumulative 
proviBion,  and  is  not  to  be  dealt  with  aa 
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if  the  word  '*  prevention "  was  to  be 
struck  out,  which  is  what  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber's argument  in  substance  comes  to. 
The  section  is  intended  to  indicate  the 
object  which  the  Lord  Lieutenant  is  to 
havo  in  view,  and  which  he  is  to  be 
satisfied  there  is  reasonable  prospect  of 
attaining  by  the  Proclamation — namely, 
the  prevention  of  crime  and  outrage. 
I  submit,  therefore,  with  great  confidence 
that  the  Proclamation  is  perfectly  legal. 
If  it  had  not  been  perfectly  legal,  I 
certainly  should  not  have  approved  of  it 
as  a  Law  Officer  of  the  Crown.  With 
regard  to  the  second  point  the  hon. 
Member  has  made,  he  suggests — and  I 
think  it  is  a  reproduction  of  the  observa- 
tions which  fell  from  him  last  night — 
that  the  provisions  relating  to  change  of 
venue  and  special  juries  are  of  no  use 
whatever  in  putting  down  crime.  The 
hon.  Gentleman  thinks  he  proved  a 
want  of  necessity  for  this ;  but  the  sta- 
tistics which  have  been  relied  upon  by 
the  Government  from  time  to  time  in 
this  House  appear  to  show  that  there 
was  an  enormous  amount  of  unpunished 
crime  of  a  serious  nature  existing  up  to 
the  passing  of  the  Crimes  Act  of  1882, 
and  that  the  effect  of  the  Act  was  to 
diminish  the  amount  of  crime,  and  in 
cases  of  a  serious  and  grave  character — 
in  cases  of  aggravated  crime  or  personal 
violence — to  increase  the  percentage  of 
convictions  very  largely.  There  is  no  doubt 
whatever  about  that.  There  is  no  doubt 
that  the  effect  of  the  Crimes  Act  was  to 
diminish  crime,  and  there  is  no  doubt 
that  the  percentage  of  convictions  was 
enormously  increased.  It  would  be  a 
strange  thing  to  suggest  that  the  provi- 
sions as  to  special  juries  and  change  of 
veuue  were  designed  to  give  the  prisoner 
an  additional  chance  of  acquittal.  We 
are  now  asked  t  j  believe  that  to  give  an 
opportunity  for  special  juries,  and  for 
chauge  of  venue,  increases  a  prisoner's 
chances  of  acquittal.  That  is  opposed 
to  all  the  experience  of  those  couuecteJ 
with  the  administration  of  the  law,  and  | 
the  very  fact  that  the  volume  of  crime 
is  diminished,  and  the  number  of  con- 
victions in  important  cases  is  increased 
under  the  special  jury  and  change  of 
venue  s^'stem,  appears  to  show  that  the 
hon.  Member's  view  is  not  well-founded. 
The  hon.  Member  asks  what  is  the  object 
of  extending  the  Proclamation  so  as  to  • 
apply  to  Sections  1,  o,  and  4,  instead  of 
relying  on  Section  2,  which  deals  with  ■ 
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cases  of  Boycotting  and  intimidation.  I 
think  I  have,  as  well  as  I  could,  already 
dealt  with  that  matter ;  becaiue  I  have 
called  attention  to  the  fact  that  where 
there  is  agrarian  intimidation  prevailing 
special  juries  and  change  of  venue  are 
felt  desirable,  together  or  apart.  In 
some  cases  special  juries  would  be 
enough ;  in  others  a  change  of  venue 
might  be  sufficient  without  special  juries. 
I  cannot  hope  to  satisfy  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite.  All  I  can  hope  to  do  is  to  show 
them  that  I  am  not  treating  them  with 
discourtesy  and  disrespect,  but  am 
anxious  to  give  them  the  best  reply  I 
can.  As  to  this  question  of  statistics, 
which  is  from  time  to  time  brought  for- 
ward, it  is  hard  to  be  always  able,  on  the 
spur  of  the  moment,  to  supply  figures;  bnt 
as  to  the  statement  the  hon.  Member 
opposite  made  as  to  the  failures  of  justice 
at  recent  Assizes,  I  would  say  he  asked 
me  a  Question  the  other  evening,  and  I 
gave  him  the  best  answer  I  could.  I 
quoted  a  great  number  of  instances  in 
which  cases  had  been  postponed  at  Clare 
and  other  Assizes,  owing  to  the  failure 
to  obtain  verdicts.  The  hon.  (Gentleman 
said  that  there  were  hardly  any  other 
cases ;  but  a  case  came  to  my  knowledge 
from  the  Midland  counties.  I  tele- 
graphed last  night,  in  consequence  of 
the  statement  of  the  hon.  Gentleman, 
to  ascertain  the  state  of  things  in  the 
City  of  Cork.  There  were  five  oases 
there,  I  was  informed,  and  in  one  of 
them  there  was  an  acquittal  of  a  very 
unsatisfactory  character.  However,  I 
can  only  say  that  I  have  attempted  to 
give  as  much  information  upon  this 
matter  as  I  possibly  could. 

Mr.  SEXTON:  The  case  the  right 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  referred  to 
was  that  of  a  seaman  who  came  into 
the  City  of  Cork,  and  was  not  an  Irish- 
man at  all. 

Mr.  GIBSON :  I  do  not  say  who  the 
man  was,  and  I  do  not  say  what  the 
reasons  were  for  the  verdict  of  the  jaiy. 
All  I  say  is  that  the  information  1  re- 
ceived was  that  there  were  five  oases  in 
the  City  of  Cork  at  the  last  Assiaes,  one 
of  which  was  an  important  case  of  mur- 
der, and  that  the  prisoner  was  acquitted 
in  a  manner  which  was  veij  unsatisfac- 
torv  to  those  who  watched  the  case. 

Mr.  CLANCY  (Dublin  Co.,  N.):  The 
speech  of  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  is  satisfactoiyon  the  sooreof 
its  conciliatoiy  tone;  but  it  iseztcemely 
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unsatisfactory  in  other  respects.  The 
greater  part  of  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman's  speech  was  taken 
lip  by  pure  speculation.  **You  can 
imagine  a  certain  state  of  things/'  he 
said,  **  and  if  even  half  is  realized 
our  policy  is  perfectly  right.'*  Of 
course,  you  can  imagine  anything  you 
like ;  but  is  the  Government  to  put  in 
force  the  provisions  of  a  Coercion  Act  of 
extraordinary  stringency  on  the  specula- 
tion of  the  bare  possibility  that  certain 
things  may  occur  ?  That  is  a  kind  of 
argument  which  I  think  would  not  com- 
mend itself  to  any  section  of  the  House 
in  the  case  of  any  matter  affecting  the 
people  of  this  country.  Now,  Sir,  I 
think  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman's observations  with  regard  to  the 
City  of  Cork  are  entirely  contradicted 
by  the  words  of  Mr.  Justice  O'Brien, 
which  were  read  last  night  by  my  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  West  Belfast. 
As  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman seems  to  have  forgotten  them 
I  will  read  them  again.  Mr.  Justice 
O'Brien  said — 

**  He  wished  the  City  was  as  prosperoas  as  it 
was  free  from  crime.  There  were  hut  two  oases 
to  go  hofore  thom,  and  they  were  hoth  against 
the  same  person  for  a  trivial  offence,  and  for 
the  same  offence. 

Mr.  sexton  :  That  refers  to  Lime- 
rick. 

Mr.  CLANCY:  Yes;  that  refers  to 
Limerick.  The  statement  he  made  as 
to  Cork  was  this — 

**  The  city  is  ahsolately  and  entirely  free 
from  crime.  It  is  not  the  first  time  that  I 
have  had  to  make  the  ohservation ;  bat  it  has 
enjoyed  now  for  a  considerable  time,  even 
within  our  own  times,  and  within  my  own 
experience,  an  entire  immunity  from  ordinary 
crime." 

That  is  a  great  deal  to  be  said  in  the  case 
of  a  population  numbering  somewhere 
about  100,000  persons.  I  think  those 
words  could  hardly  be  used  in  a  case 
of  any  city  of  equal  size  in  the  United 
Kingdom.  With  facts  like  this  staring 
him  in  the  face,  what  is  the  use 
of  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man getting  up  and  endeavouring  to 
show  that  the  condition  of  these  dis- 
tricts justifies  the  Proclamation  which 
has  been  issued  ? 

Mr.  GIBSON :  All  I  endeayoured  to 
do  was  to  give  the  actual  number  of 
cases  tried  in  Cork.  There  were  five 
altogether,  and  in  one  of  these  there 


was  an  acquittal  which  was  of  a  very 
unsatisfactory  character. 

Mr.  CLANCY  :  Notwithstanding 
those  five  cases,  the  Judge  said — ''  The 
city  is  absolutely  and  entirely  free  from 
crime;''  and  I  say  that  the  same 
thing  can  hardly  be  said  of  any  place 
of  the  same  size  in  any  other  part  of 
the  civilized  world ;  and  yet  it  is  to  this 
city  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  ap- 
lies  the  Coercion  Act.  Did  anyone  ever 
hear  of  anything  so  tyrannical,  prepos- 
terous, and  despotic?  I  think  we  can 
hardly  allow  this  matter  to  go  off  as  easily 
as  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man seemed  to  desire  in  the  latter  part 
of  his  remarks.  I  must  refer,  for  one 
moment,  at  least,  to  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman's  comments  on  the 
5th  section.    It  says — 

**  The  Lord  Lieutenant,  hy  and  with  the 
advice  of  the  Privy  Council,  may,  from  time 
to  time,  when  it  appears  to  him  to  be  necessary 
for  the  prevention,  detection,  or  punishment 
of  crime  and  outrage," 

do  so  and  so.  He  says  that  the  word 
''  and  "is  to  be  read  there  the  same  as 
**or."  I  may  be  very  stupid,  but  I 
must  say  I  am  not  able  to  grasp 
the  explanation  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  gave  of  that  as- 
tounding statement,  and  I  would  just 
remark  that  it  is  very  curious  that  when 
the  Act  of  Parliament  means  to  say  *'  or  " 
it  says  it.  When  you  want  the  section 
for  the  **  prevention,  detection,  or  pun- 
ishment of  crime," — that  is,  for  any  one 
of  those  purooses — ^you  may  say  so  in 
your  Act.  x  ou  do  not  say,  in  that  case, 
for   the    '^  prevention,    detection,     and 

Sunishment  of  crime  and  outrage." 
[ot  at  all ;  you  plainly  put  the  alterna- 
tive. You  may  want  your  powers  for  the 
prevention  of  crime ;  you  may  want  them 
for  the  detection  of  crime;  you  may 
want  them  for  the  punishment  of  crime 
— when  you  want  certain  powers  for  any 
one  of  these  purposes  the  language  of 
the  Act  is  clear  and  explicit ;  but  in  the 
same  line  the  word  '*and"  occurs,  con- 
necting, as  plainly  as  possible,  the  words 
''  crime  "  and  ''outrage,"  clearly  making 
it  necessary  for  the  two  things  to  co-exist 
before  the  section  can  be  put  in  force ; 
and  in  these  circumstances  you  ask  us  to 
believe  that  ''and"  means  "or."  I  think 
it  is  an  insult  to  the  intelligence  of  any- 
one to  say  that  '*  and,"  in  that  sentencei 
means  <'  or,"  in  the  faoe  of  the  f^ust  that 
you  use  the  word ''  or,"  when  yoa  w«nt 
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to  use  it,  three  words  before.  But, 
supposing  the  argument  of  the  right 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  is  correct, 
and  that  the  word  *'and  "  means  **or" 
— a  statement  which,  I  think,  will 
be  received  with  general  incredulity  to- 
morrow throughout  the  United  Kingdom 
— but,  supposing  for  a  moment  **  and 
''means  *'or,"  I  should  like  to  know 
what  answer  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  can  give  on  this  other  point  ? 
I  should  like  to  know  why  counties,  in 
which  neither  crime  nor  outrage  is  re- 
ported to  exist,  should  be  subjected  to 
this  section  ?  Will  the  right  hon.  and 
teamed  Gentleman  tell  me  why  Dub- 
lin County  is  subjected  to  this  section? 
I  feel  bound  to  refer  to  this  case  again 
and  again,  because  Dublin  County,  which 
I  represent,  has  been  about  the  most 
peaceful  county  not  only  in  Ireland, 
but,  I  believe,  in  the  civilized  world. 
I  mentioned  before,  by  way  of  a  Ques- 
tion in  this  House,  that  there  has  been 
practically  no  crime  in  Dublin  County 
of  a  serious  character,  or  almost  of  any 
other  character,  for  several  years.  In 
the  Police  Be  turns  for  June  last  I  find 
that  it  is  stated  that  in  Dublin  County 
there  was  one  man  under  constant  police 
protection,  and  three  houses  patrolled  by 
police,  but  that  there  was  no  Boycotting, 
and  no  serious  crime  of  any  kind.  I 
want  to  know  why  it  is  that  in  Dublin 
County,  to  which  these  figures  apply, 
this  Proclamation  should  be  in  force? 
Will  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man get  up  and  answer  that  question  ? 
It  is  said  that  there  is  a  man  in  Dublin 
County  under  constant  police  protection. 
I  do  not  believe  it;  and  this  is 
one  of  the  reasons  why  I  said  last 
night  that  which  I  repeat  to-day — 
namely,  that  these  statistics  of  Boycot- 
ting are  simply  a  mass  of  fraud  concocted 
by  persons  interested  in  maintaining  a 
Coercion  rigime,  the  more  easily  to  enable 
their  own  friends  to  ride  rough-shod  over 
the  people.  It  is  said  that  there  are  three 
persons  who  are  under  police  patrol.  I 
apprehend  that  that  statement  is  also 
a  falsehood,  and  I  challenge  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary 
to  mention  the  names  of  the  persons 
who  are  alleged  to  be  so  protected. 
[Laughter.^  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
laughs  at  that,  but  I  think  it  is  a 
serious  challenge.  I  think  it  is  a  chal- 
lenge at  which  he  ought  not  to  laugh. 
On  account  of  this  one  man  being  under 
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constant  police  protection^    and    these 
three  men  having  police  patrols — cases  in 
the  existence  of  which  I  do  not  believe— 
the  Government  intrusts  to  two  Kesident 
Magistrates  the  power  of  adjudicating 
in  cases  which,   when   thoy  do  occur, 
ought  certainly  to  be  tried   by  juries. 
The  excuse  for  the  action  of  the  Gt>vem- 
ment  in  the  case  of  the  County  of  Dublin 
and  other  such  counties,  is  that  though 
these  crimes  are  not  committed,  and  hare 
not  been  committed  for  the  last  10  years, 
still  they  may  be  committed.     Tius  re« 
minds  me  of  the  man  who  used  to  beat 
his  wife,  and  who  on  being  remonstrated 
with  on  one  occasion,  and  on  being  told 
by  his  wife  that  she  was  not  speaking  to 
him   at  all,   replied — **For  fear  you 
might.''     That  appears  to  be  the  argu- 
ment of  the  Chief  Secretary.     It  is  ''  for 
fear  there  might ''  be  crime  in  Duhlin 
Country  some  time  or  other  that  he  has 
the  audacity  to  take  away  from  that 
county    one    of   the    greatest    of   our 
Constitutional  safeguards.     But  I  know 
the  chief  reason  why  Dublin  County 
is    included.      I    know    that    in    that 
county  there  are  a  nest  of  Orange  land- 
lords and  land  agents  going  about  ever 
since    the    Proclamation    was    issued, 
riding    on    horse-back    and   ri^Ung  in 
carriages  telling  every  man  they  meet — 
''The  National  League  is    proclaimed 
and  now  we  are  able  to  be  at  you."    It 
is  these  men  who  want  a  little  more 
power  than  they  have  at  present,  and 
think  they  can  get  it  by  getting  the 
Coercion  Act  put  in  operation.     It  is  to 
the  whisperings  of  people  of  this  kind, 
whose  character  must  oy  this  time  be 
known  to  everyone  in  Dublin  Castle— 
it  is  owing  to  these  people  lliat  the 
Government  have  taken  this  step,  and 
not  because  there  is  any  cause  for  it 
at  all  in  the  character   or  conduct  of 
the    people    whose    liberty    has    been 
robbed  from  them.     We  have  heard  to- 
day  two  very    remarkable   statements 
from  the  Chief  Secretary,  and  I  should 
like  to  call  attention  to  them.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  is  confronted  now  with 
the  fact  that  his  Boycotting  Beturns  are 
contradicted  by  his  criminal   statistics. 
He  cannot  get  over  that  fact.     There 
are  700  people  reported  to  be  Boyootted 
and  1,000  persons  reported  to  be  under 
police    protection,   and  yet  there  were 
only  15  cases  of  intimidation  all   over 
Ireland  during  the  last  quarter.     But 
now  we  have  the  right  hon.  Gentlemaq 
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trying  to  Tvrigglo  out  of  the  difficulty 
by  giving  what,  for  him,  is  a  new  defi- 
nition of  Boycotting.  I  have  heard 
again  and  again  Members  on  the  other 
side  of  the  House  drawing  down 
the  cheers  of  the  Assembly  by  saying 
that  Boycotting  was  not  exclusive  deal- 
ing, but  exclusive  dealing  sustained, 
supported,  and  encouraged  by  crime 
and  outrage.  We  never  heard  any- 
thing else  before  this  debate,  but 
last  night  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
said — **  Whoever  else  has  made  the 
statement,  I  have  never  made  it.''  Well, 
I  have  not  had  time  to  look  through  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman's  speeches,  but  I 
will  do  so,  and  I  shall  be  very  much 
surprised  if  I  do  not  find  that  in  making 
that  statement  he  has  contradicted  him- 
self. But  he  says  now  that  Boycotting  is 
not  necessarily  sustained  by  outrage, 
and  that  outrage  has  not  necessarily  a 
connection  with  Boycotting.  Then  what 
is  Boycotting  ?  It  is  exclusive  dealing 
simply — a  perfectly  lawful  practice  ;  and 
now  he  proclaims  to  the  people  of  Eng- 
land through  this  House  that  he  is  using 
the  Coercion  Act  because  of  this  innocent 
Boycotting.  Well,  I  promise  him  that 
this  fact  shall  be  spread  far  and  wide 
amongst  the  people  of  this  country,  and 
I  doubt  if  the  result  will  be  so  pleasant 
as  he  seems  to  suppose.  Again,  he  makes 
another  admission  which  I  think  is  very 
remarkable.  He  has  been  driven  from 
pillar  to  post  in  defending  his  Coercion 

Eolicy.  At  first,  when  this  discussion 
egan,  he  said — finding  the  statistics  of 
crime  not  to  give  him  any  support 
in  the  matter — "We  do  not  rely  upon 
the  statistics  of  crime."  Then  he  said, 
**  We  rely  upon  intimidation,  upon 
Boycotting  cases,  and  so  on."  But  now, 
it  appears,  he  neither  relies  on  the  crimi- 
nal statistics  he  has  himself  produced,  nor 
on  Boycotting  cases,  but  upon  resolutions 
passed  by  branches  of  the  National 
League.  I  call  attention  to  that  fact. 
He  based  his  chief  defence  to-day  for  the 
step  he  has  taken  upon  the  fact  that  cer- 
tain branches  of  the  National  League 
have  passed  Boycotting  resolutions. 
What  do  they  amount  to  ?  He  has  been 
able  to  show  that  out  of  1,800  branches 
of  the  National  League  20  have  passed 
Boycotting  resolutions ;  and  he  declared 
that  it  is  chiefly  on  the  resolutions  of 
these  20  branches,  out  of  1,800  branches 
of  the  League,  that  he  founds  his  pre- 
sent action,  and  that  he  founded   his 


Coercion  Bill.  Has  there  ever  been  so 
weak  a  foundation  for  so  large  a  super- 
structure? And  the  foundation  is  not 
even  so  strong  as  I  have  stated  it ;  for, 
as  an  hon.  Member  near  me  reminds 
me,  out  of  the  20  branches,  whose  reso- 
lutions he  relies  upon,  to  sanction  his 
policy,  the  Secretary  to  the  National 
League  has  demolished  one  half  of  them. 
Now,  I  could  not  but  admire  the  sim- 
plicity with  which  the  Chief  Secretary 
replied  to  my  hon.  Friend  the  Member 
for  West  Belfast  (Mr.  Sexton),  who  asked 
for  the  names  of  the  persons  alleged  to 
be  Boycotted.  The  excuse  was,  that  if 
he  gave  the  names  the  notoriety  thereby 
imparted  would  aggravate  the  condition 
of  those  persons.  My  hon.  Friend  aptly 
interrupted  him  and  said — **  Did  you 
not  read  resolutions  passed  by  branches 
of  the  National  League  in  which  per- 
sons were  denounced  by  name  ?  "  And 
his  answer  was — "I  read  the  names 
because  they  were  published  in  local 
newspapers."  But  it  is  local  notoriety 
that  these  people  are  complaining  of, 
and  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  adds  to 
local  notoriety,  general  notoriety.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  does  the  very  thing 
in  reading  out  these  cases  which  he  says 
he  will  not  do  when  we  ask  him  for  inform- 
ation. He  has  said  something  about 
the  country  getting  at  the  truth  of  this 
matter,  and  forming  its  own  opinion  of 
these  debates.  We  have  this  sort  of 
talk  time  after  time,  and  we  know  now 
how  to  estimate  such  a  threat.  North- 
wich  has  been  fought  and  won  since 
this  Coercion  Bill  was  introduced, 
and  since  a  part  of  it  has  been  put 
into  operation,  the  Government  have 
sustained  other  defeats,  and  probably 
more  are  impending.  Having  some- 
thing to  do  with  the  matter  myself, 
I  beg  to  inform  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
that  I  will  make  it  my  business  to  placard 
all  over  England,  some  of  the  admissions 
he  has  made  to-day,  together  with  some 
of  the  figures  which  were  adduced  by 
my  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  North 
Belfast  and  my  hon.  Friend  the  Mem- 
ber for  East  Mayo,  which  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  not  ventured  or  dared  to 
correct,  and  which,  while  they  remain 
undisputed,  knock  the  bottom  out  of  his 
wholeoase.  Therighthon.Gentlemanhas 
declared  that  he  has  not  had  time  to  look 
into  the  statistics— he  says  he  gets  so  little 
sleep.  Well,  we  get  as  little  as  does  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  and  we  have  not 
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half  the  assistance  that  he  has.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  has  a  corps  of 
assistants,  all  of  whom  are  paid  out  of 
the  puhlio  funds,  and  notwithstanding 
all  this  assistance,  he  is  unable,  after  a 
whole  Night's  notice,  to  produce  a  single 
figure  in  contradiction  of  any  of  the 
figures  which  Lave  been  produced  from 
these  Benches.  I  promise  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  and  his  right  hon.  and  learned 
Colleague  the  Attorney  General  for  Ire- 
land, that  these  figures  shall  be  placarded 
all  over  England.  I  promise  him  that 
some  of  the  admissions  he  has  made  to- 
night, notably  the  admission  that  he  has 
placed  reliance  for  his  action  in  proclaim- 
ing the  League  chiefly  upon  resolutions 
passed  by  20  branches  of  the  League 
out  of  1 ,  800 ;  and;  secondly,  the  admission 
that  he  is  punishing  Ireland  for  what  is 
not  crime  at  all — namely,  for  Boycotting, 
unaccompanied  by  intimidation — I  pro- 
mise him  that  these  things  shall  be  made 
known  to  the  people  of  this  country,  who 
will  then  be  shown,  for  the  first  time,  the 
utter  hollo  wness  of  tho  pretences  on  which 
it  is  attempted,  in  the  name  of  the  Union, 
to  maintain  in  Ireland  one  of  the  most 
odious  tyrannies  ever  known  in  any 
region  of  the  earth. 

Mr.  CONYBEARE  (Cornwall,  Cam- 
borne) :  I  should  like  to  intervene  for  a 
very  few  moments  before  the  vote  is 
taken  in  this  important  discussion,  be- 
cause there  is  much  that  really  does  not 
concern  simply  the  terror-stricken  dis- 
tricts of  Ireland — I  mean  those  districts 
which  are  terror-stricken  by  the  tyranny 
of  Her  Majesty's  Government;  but 
which  inevitably  involves  the  interests 
of  this  country,  and  of  those  whom  we 
have  the  honour  to  represent  in  this 
House — that  is  to  say,  the  taxpayers  of 
the  United  Kingdom.  It  is  not  necessary 
for  me  to  labour  the  points,  but  I  will 
merely  remind  the  Committee  that  this 
is  a  Vote  involving  the  taxation  of  our 
own  constituents.  Now,  I  do  not  wish 
to  dwell  upon  the  legal  technicalities 
which  cost  so  much  discussion  last  night, 
and  which  are  costing  so  much  this  morn- 
ing. It  is,  to  me,  altogether  immaterial, 
except  as  exposing  the  incompetent 
blundering  of  Her  Majesty's  Ministers 
in  the  administration  of  this  new-fangled 
Coercion  Act.  I  certainly  have  not 
troubled  myself  over  much  in  my  time 
with  the  dusty  purlieus  of  the  law,  or 
the  fine  distinctions  which  lawyers  de- 
light to  bother  themselves  about,  and  I 
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do  not  desire  to  go  into  the  question  of 
the  grammatical  fitness  of  transposing 
''and"  and  ''or"  as  it  may  suit  Her 
Majesty's  Ministers — ^because  I  believe 
the  common  sense  of  this  country  will 
understand  "  and  "  to  mean  "  and  "  and 
not  *'  or."  If  there  is  a  transposition  of 
words  of  that  kind,  though  the  words 
may  be  insignificant  words  in  them- 
selves, the  transposition  might  lead  np 
to  a  further  tyrannical  dealing  with  our 
Irish  fellow-citizens,  and  I  think  that 
the  opinion  of  this  country  will  not  be 
difficult  to  arrive  at,  and  that  it  will  not 
be  long  before  it  is  made  still  further 
manifest,  even  to  the  dullest  compre- 
hensions  on  the  Tory  Benches.  I  hare 
sat  through  as  many  hours  of  the  pro- 
longed debater  of  the  Croeroion  Act  as 
any  hon.  Gentleman  in  this  House,  and 
I  have  no  hesitation  in  stating  that  my 
recollection  is  practically  that  which  has 
been  expressed  by  hon.  Members  on 
this  side  of  the  House  with  respect  of 
the  intention  which  was  in  the  mind  of 
the  House  generally  when  it  was  asked 
to  pass  the  different  clauses  of  the  Bill. 
I  refer  particularly  to  what  was  the 
condition  under  which  the  Proclamation 
was  to  take  place.  I  am  certain  that 
the  opinion  of  the  House  on  the  other 
side,  as  well  as  on  this  side  of  the  House 
— although,  of  course,  the  opinions  of 
hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  are  formed  to 
suit  the  designs  of  Her  Majesty's  (Go- 
vernment, so  that  they  do  not  count  for 
much — but  the  opinion  of  the  House 
generally,  and  the  opinion  of  the  conn- 
try  I  am  certain  was  that  the  House  was 
asked  to  pass  the  Act,  in  the  first  in- 
stance, because  of  the  alleged  terrible 
condition  of  Ireland.  It  was  understood 
that  the  Proclamation  of  partioolar  dis- 
tricts was,  in  the  first  place,  to  depend 
upon  those  districts  being  inflamed  dis- 
tricts—being districts  where  crime  and 
outrage  were  not  merely  imaginary, 
such  as  Her  Majesty's  Ministers  are 
now  resting  their  case  upon,  but  overt 
crime  was  actually  spoken  of.  We  had 
special  districts  held  up  to  us  as  models 
of  tyranny  and  of  the  generally  dis- 
turbed condition  of  particular  pavts  of 
Ireland.  The  Counties  of  Kerry  and 
Clare  were  pointed  out  as  districts  where 
we  were  sure  that  it  was  absolutely  neces- 
sary that  the  Proclamation  should  take 
force  and  effect,  and  in  which  this  new  and 
improved  method  of  procedure  should 
be  put  into  operation.    We  were  nsrer 
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once  given  to  understand  that  the  entire 
country  was  to  be  proclaimed  wholesale, 
as  has  been  done.  I  am  perfectly  certain 
that  even  the  most  Orange  of  the  Tory 
Party  opposite  would  have  been  im- 
pelled to  utter  a  faint  word  of  remon- 
strance if  they  had  been  given  for  a 
moment  to  understand  that  the  most 
peaceable  parts  of  their  own  districts 
and  neighbourhoods  were  to  be  pro- 
claimed under  this  savage  and  tyrannical 
cneasure.  Well,  then,  we  have  a  right 
^o  protest  in  the  strongest  language 
igainst  this  breach  of  faith,  not  by 
iny  means  unusual  with  Her  Majesty's 
Bd^inisters.  Their  breach  of  their  sacred 
pledges — because  pledges  made  on  the 
loor  of  this  House  may  be  termed 
sacred — I  protest  against  it  as  earnestly 
IS  my  hon.  Friends.  It  turns  out  that, 
practically,  no  crime  or  outrage  exists 
n  Ireland.  That  is,  of  course,  speak- 
ing generally,  that  no  criminal  offences 
ire  committed  there.  I  have  studied 
(vith  some  care  the  long  lists  and  tabu- 
lated statistics  which  have  been  pre- 
sented to  the  House  from  time  to  time 
ibout  crime  and  outrage  in  Ireland; 
ind  what  strikes  an  Englishman  more  in 
ooking  over  these  tabulated  statistics  is 
ibis — the  extraordinary  method  by  which 
)very  form,  every  conceivable  form  of 
>ffence,  is  netted  by  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
rernment  and  labelled  ''  agrarian  crime." 
Why,  Sir,  there  are  50  crimes  so-called 
—or  at  least  a  dozen,  not  to  put  it 
ligher — which  are  labelled  and  placed 
)n  the  Table  of  this  House  as  agrarian 
;rime  and  outrage — crimes  which  happen 
lonstantly  in  this  country,  but  which  no 
)ne  ever  dreams  of  specifying  as  ^*  agra- 
ian."  There  are  offences  and  crimes 
let  down  in  this  tabulated  statement 
)resented  to  the  House  which  have,  I 
vill  venture  to  say,  no  more  to  do  with 
igrarian  offences,  and  no  more  to  do 
vith  the  land  war  which  is  raging  in 
Ireland 

Thb  CHAIRMA.N :  I  see  no  connec- 
ion  between  the  hon.  Member's  re- 
narks  and  the  Vote  before  the  Oom- 
nittee. 

Mr.  CONYBEARE:  We  have  had, 
ViTf  this  tabulated  statement  placed  be- 
bre  us,  and  on  the  strengtn  of  it  we 
lave  been  asked  to  sanction  the  pro- 
eedings  of  Her  Majesty's  Government. 
Ve  have  been  asked  to  sanction  the 
?roolamation  of  the  whole  of  Ireland  on 
he  ground  that  these  statistios  show 


that  a  prodigious  amount  of  crime  and 
outrage  exists  in  Ireland.  But  I  will  not 
pursue  that  any  further.  I  was  showing 
that  the  people  who  commit  these  offences 
are  no  more  agrarian  offenders  than  the 
pickpockets  in  London  can  be  called 
agrarian  offenders.  But  passing  from 
that,  what  is  the  lesson  of  the  statistics. 
I  will  accept  the  assurance  of  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government  that  these  statistics 
are  prepared  with  all  the  honajidet  that 
they  and  their  myrmidons  in  Ireland 
are  capable  of.  What  did  that  prove  ? 
Why,  it  proved  that  crime  and  outrage 
in  Ireland  is  infinitesimal.  Besides, 
the  charges  of  the  Judges  to  the  juries 
prove  that.  They  were  fast  enough  in 
quoting  the  charges  of  the  Judges  in 
the  early  part  of  the  Session ;  but  we 
never  hear  the  charges  quoted  now,  be- 
cause we  know  very  well  that  they  dis- 
prove every  statement  which  the  Govern- 
ment have  made.  They  cannot  find  in 
these  charges  any  proof  of  the  existence 
of  crime  and  outrage — they  cannot  even 
find  in  them  any  justification  for  any- 
thing contained  in  the  Grimes  Act.  But 
having  this  toy — this  weapon  of  tyranny 
and  intimidation  in  their  possession — 
they  are  determined  to  use  it.  Why  ? 
Because,  forsooth,  if  they  do  not  they 
would  be  laughed  at  and  ridiculed  as,  if 
we  are  to  believe  the  information  we 
receive,  the  electors  of  Huntingdonshire 
have  laughed  at  them  for  having  passed 
this  Act.  They  have  changed  their 
tactics.  Finding  that  there  is  no  crime 
and  outrage  to  punish  with  this  new 
weapon  of  theirs,  they  say — **0h;  but 
there  is  Boycotting."  What  is  Boycot- 
ting? I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying 
that  from  beginning  to  end  of  this 
debate  we  have  been  given  to  under- 
stand by  the  most  eminent  authorities 
on  those  Benches  that  Boycotting  meant 
the  most  abominable  crime  and  outrage. 
It  turns  out  that  though  there  may  be 
Boycotting,  there  is  practically  no  out- 
rage and  intimidation  or  tyranny  con- 
nected with  it.  It  is  all  very  well  to 
talk  of  500  cases  of  Boycotting;  but 
they  have  to  prove  that  there  is  some- 
thing more  than  exclusive  dealing,  than 
refusal  to  shake  hands  with  a  man,  and 
refusal  to  have  anything  to  do  with  him 
connected  with  this  Boycotting.  They 
are  unable  to  prove  anything  of  the 
kind.  There  was  a  celebrated  case  men- 
tioned last  night — the  ease  of  the  poor 
child  who  died,  which  the  right  hon. 
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Gentleman  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer made  so  much  of  in  the  early  de- 
bates. You  find  that  placarded  all  over 
the  country  at  the  present  moment — you 
find  an  account  of  the  stricken  father 
burying  his  own  child.  You  know  that  | 
there  is  no  truth  in  the  story — the  story  | 
has  been  exploded  over  and  over  again. 
The  Government  cannot  prove  that  there 
is  either  crime  or  outrage  in  Ireland,  so 
they  come  down  to  us  now  with  a  new 
tale,  saying — '*  We  never  said  that  crime 
and  outrage  were  necessarily  connected 
with  Boycotting  at  all."  I  have  heard 
80  many  utterances  on  the  part  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary that  I  cannot  carry  them  all  in  my 
mind,  so  that  I  cannot  pledge  myself  as 
to  what  he  has  said  on  previous  occa- 
sions with  regard  to  the  Boycotting  cul- 
minating in  intimidation.  But  certainly 
the  whole  gist  of  his  argument  has  been 
hitherto  that  Boycotting  is  intimately 
connected  with  intimidation  and  out- 
rage. Now,  when  that  ground  of  argu- 
ment has  been  cut  from  under  their  feet, 
the  Government  come  forward  and  tell 
us — **  We  do  not  propose  anything  of 
the  kind.  We  mean  simply  exclusive 
dealing,  isolation,  and  what  is  popu- 
larly called  sending  people  to  Coventry." 
If  that  is  the  only  ground  that  they 
have  to  allege,  I  say  that  they  are  on 
the  horns  of  a  dilemma.  They  must 
show  that  it  is  only  in  Ireland,  and  that 
it  is  not  in  this  country  that  there  is  an 
urgent  claim  for  this  Proclamation,  and 
that  a  similar  Proclamation  is  not  neces- 
sary to  protect  people  in  England  from 
wealthy  persons  and  squires.  Why,  if 
this  were  a  fitting  occasion,  I  could  men- 
tion some  hundreds  of  cases  where 
people  in  this  country  are  not  only 
isolated  and  treated  in  a  cold  manner, 
which  is  complained  of  in  the  case  of 
Irish  Boycotting ;  but  where  people  are 
starved  and  deprived  of  their  means  of 
livelihood.  If  there  is  justification  for 
this  allegation  for  Boycotting  in  Ireland, 
there  are  stronger  claims  for  even  more 
stringent  measures  being  put  in  force  in 
this  country  against  the  Primrose  League. 
They  taunt  us  with  having  urged  the 
poor  poverty  stricken  people  of  Ireland, 
who  have  been  evicted  from  their  hold- 
ings, to  take  forcible  possession,  and 
they  tell  us  that  no  such  taunts  can  be 
urged  against  anybody  in  this  country. 
Well,  it  is  no  doubt  a  great  grievance  it 
does  not  exist  in  this  country.     If  it  did 
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exist  in  this  countrj,  there  would  pro- 
bably be  much  less  tyranny  than  there 
is. 

The  chairman  :  I  have  already 
told  the  bon.  Member  that  ho  is  not  ad- 
dressing himself  to  the  question  before 
the  Committee. 

Mb.  CONYBEAEE  :  The  question  of 
forcible  possession  has  been  referred  to ; 
but  I  will  not  go  into  it  at  length. 

The  chairman  :  Of  course,  it  has 
been  referred  to  ;  but  the  hon.  Member 
is  entering  into  a  long  discussion  as  to 
what  ought  to  be  done  in  England. 

Mb.  CONYBEARE  :  I  will  not  dwell 
upon  that  point  any  further  in  obedience 
to  your  ruling.  Sir,  nor  will  I  troubla 
the  Committee  with  a  single  word  as  to 
the  question  of  law,  or  the  discretion  of 
Her  Majesty's  Ministers  on  that  point 
in  Ireland.  All  I  would  say  is,  that 
whatever  the  law  may  be,  there  is  such  a 
thing  as  equity  and  as  humanity,  and  that 
we  should  insist  upon  the  one  as  well  as 
upon  the  other.  Sir,  we  have  no  hesi- 
tation in  coming  to  the  conclusion  that 
the  people  are  becoming  more  alive  to  the 
tyrannical  proceedings  of  Her  Majesty's 
Government,  and  that  the  Gk>vemment 
will  receive,  as  it  merits,  the  increasing 
condemnation  of  the  English  people. 

Mb.  MCLAREN  (Cheshire,  Crewe): 
It  seems  to  me  that  there  are  so  many 
specific  points  connected  with  this  Vote, 
that  it  would  be  a  pity  to  wander  over  so 
wide  a  field  as  my  hon.  Friend  has  done 
w b  o  has  j  ust  spoken .  I  shall,  therefore, 
only  endorse  what  has  been  said  by  my 
hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  North  Dub- 
lin (Mr.  Clancy),  with  regard  to  the  in- 
accuracy of  the  Returns  laid  upon  the 
Table  of  the  House  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ire- 
land, especially  with  reference  to  those 
persons  who  are  receiving  police  protec- 
tion. Here  is  a  case  specifically  charged 
against  the  Ofiice  of  which  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ire- 
land is  the  head — that  the  Returns  laid 
upon  the  Table  of  the  House  are  inaccu- 
rate. The  hon.  Member  for  North 
Dublin  deliberately  states  that  in  the  part 
of  the  county  which  he  himself  repre- 
sents there  are  persons  who  are  put  down 
as  being  under  police  protection,  and  he 
says  that  ho  does  not  believe  in  the  ac- 
curacy of  any  one  of  the  alleged  cases. 
I  have  no  knowledge  to  enable  me  to 
say  whether  they  are  true  or  not.  We 
have,  on  the  one  handj  the  Betoxiis 


669 


Supply^  Cwxl 


{ AuousT  31,  1 887 }  Service  Eeiimatee.         670 


fihowing  that  a  certain  number  of  per- 
sons are  under  the  protection  of  the 
police,  and  we  have  the  Irish  Members 
unanimously  askiDs:  that  the  names  of 
the  persons  receiving  that  police  protec- 
tion should  be  given.    If  Her  Majesty *8 
Government  will  accede  to  that  request 
of  Irish  Members,  we  shall  then  know 
the  truth  of  the  matter.    If  these  cases 
occurred  in  England,  and  if  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  were  an  English  instead 
of  an  Irish  Minister,  he  would  have  no 
hesitation,  I  believe,  in  complying  with 
the  request  of  a  body  of  English  Mem- 
bers to  furnish  names ;   and  I  cannot 
comment  too  strongly  on  the  fact  that 
Irish  Members  are  not  treated  as  being 
on  the  same  footing  as  English  Mem- 
bers.    The  great  mass  of  the  Members 
from  Ireland  have  made  a  reasonable 
request,  with  which  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland 
refuses  to  comply.     We  have  had  the 
case  of  the  City  and  County  of  Cork 
cited,  and  it  has  been  clearly  proved  that 
Cork  was  exceedingly  free  from  crime, 
and  yet  no  reply  has  come  from  the 
Government.     The  only  reply  given  is 
that  it  is  placed  under  the  provisions  of 
the  Crimes  Act.     For  my  part,  I  regret 
that  the  Government  have  not  spared 
those  parts  of  Ireland  which  are  so  com- 
pletely free  from  crime  as  that  to  which 
my  hon.  Friend  has  alluded.     I  think 
that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  should 
have  borne  generous  testimony  to  the 
fact  that  there  are  in  Ireland  many  dis- 
tricts which  are  free  from  crime,  and 
that  those  parts  of  the  country  should 
have  been  spared  the  ignominy  of  Procla- 
mation.    If  there  had  been  crime  of  any 
serious  nature  there,  I  should  have  said 
that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief 
Secretary  for  Ireland,  in  exercising  his 
discretion,  had  done  what  the  majority 
of  the  House  would  have  expected  from 
him  in  proclaiming  those  districts ;  but 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  I  think,  should 
have   waited  until    there   was    serious 
crime,  and  not  taken  this  step  in  ad- 
vance.    The  whole  thing  could  have 
been  done  after  crime  had  been  shown 
to  exist.     There  was  no  reason  for  the 
step  he  has  taken  in  the  case  of  Dublin 
or  Cork ;  no  outrage  has  taken  place 
there,  and  yet  the  Irish^  people  are  to  be 
insulted  by  this  undue  and  hasty  appli- 
cation of  the  Crimes  Act.    I  think  Eng- 
lish Members  should  protest  against  the 
action  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 


Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland — first,  with  re" 
gard  to  the  wholesale  way  in  which  he  has 
made  use  of  a  portion  of  the  Act  where 
no  need  for  that  course  existed ;  and,  in 
the  second  place,  with  regard  to  the 
manner  in  which  he  has  laid  the  Beturns 
of  Boycotting  on  the  Table  of  the  House, 
and  the  way  in  which  he  had  refused  to 
allow  the  House  to  judge  of  the  accu- 
racy of  those  Heturns.  I  am  yet  in  hope, 
however,  that  he  will  bear  some  testi- 
mony to  the  peaceable  state  of  Ire- 
land. I  am  not  speaking  in  a  carping 
way ;  but  if  he  would  bear  that  testi- 
mony, if  he  would  publicly  state  that  he 
recognizes  that  Ireland  is  free  from 
serious  outrage,  or  more  free  than  it  has 
been  for  years  past,  if  he  would  do  some- 
thing generous  to  show  the  Irish  people 
that  there  is  some  reason  for  putting 
into  operation  the  law  for  the  preserva- 
tion of  law  and  order,  he  might  go  some 
way  to  reconcile  them  to  an  Act  which 
they  bitterly  resent.  It  is  perhaps  too 
much  to  expect  from  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman ;  but  I  believe,  at  any  rate,  that 
such  a  course  would  tend  to  lessen  the 
bitterness  of  the  Crimes  Act.  If  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  will  allow  me  to 
say  so,  he  might  show  a  more  concili- 
atory manner  to  Irish  Members,  both  in 
respect  of  his  answers  and  the  tone  which 
he  adopts  towards  them ;  and  I  think 
that  would  create  a  better  feeling  in  Ire- 
land and  on  this  side  of  the  House. 

Mr,  GILHOOLY  (Cork,  W.) :  The 
first  matter  to  which  I  desire  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  is  that  of 
an  agent  and  Justice  of  the  district 
which  I  represent,  who  it  is  alleged 
altered  a  receipt  for  the  payment  of  rent 
by  a  tenant  who  wanted  to  take  the 
benefit  of  the  Arrears  Act.  On  the  occa- 
sion of  the  trial  which  took  place  subse- 
quently, the  Judge  stated  that  it  was 
dear  that  the  receipt  had  been  altered. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUE:  I  rise  to 
Order.  The  hon.  Gentleman  is  not  dis- 
cussing anything  connected  with  the 
Executive  in  Ireland ;  and  what  he  is 
saying  is,  therefore,  irrelevant  to  this 
Vote. 

Mr.  GILHOOLY :  I  was  going  to 
make  it  relevant  by  showing  that  it  is 
the  duty  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to 
investigate  the  matter. 

The  CHAIEMAN  :  The  discussion  of 
this  question  is  quite  inapplicable  to  the 
Vote  before  the  Oommittee. 
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Da.  FOX  (King's  County,  TuUamore) : 
I  asked  the  attention  some  time  ago  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Se- 
cretary for  Ireland  to  the  case  of  a  man 
who  was  committed  for  seven  days,  and 
who  was  kept  in  prison,  notwithstanding 
the  fact  that  an  excellent  gentleman  and 
a  Protestant  in  the  district  offered  to 
become  bail  for  him.  A  certificate  was 
presented  to  show  that  the  life  of  the 
person  he  was  charged  with  assaulting 
was  not  in  danger ;  but  the  magistrate, 
after  keeping  those  interested  in  the 
case  waiting  for  two  hours,  and  after 
consultation  with  his  clerk,  refused  to 
accept  bail  for  the  accused. 

The  chairman  :  I  do  not  see  how 
this  is  connected  with  the  action  of  the 
Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland. 

Dr.  fox  :  I  bring  it  forward  to  show 
that  the  Chief  Secretary  and  his  assist- 
ants did  not  perform  their  duty ;  they 
failed  in  getting  a  truthful  account  of 
the  proceedings,  and  the  reply  sent  to 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was  a  tissue  of 
falsehoods. 

The  CHAIRMAN :  It  is  impossible 
to  go  into  that  matter  on  this  Vote. 

Mr.  hooper  (Cork,  S.E.) :  I  trust 
there  is  no  doubt  as  to  the  relevancy  of 
the  matter  which  I  am  about  to  bring 
before  the  Committee.  About  a  month 
since  I  brought  under  the  notice  of  this 
House  in  the  form  of  a  Question  the 
resolution  of  the  magistrates  in  the 
City  of  Cork  calling  upon  the  Irish  Go- 
vernment to  grant  an  inquiry  into  the 
manner  in  which  certain  disturbances 
were  suppressed  in  the  City  of  Cork  on 
the  21st  of  June.  To  that  Question  I 
received  no  satisfactory  reply,  and  on  a 
second  appeal  the  refusal  previously 
given  was  repeated.  The  matter  arose 
out  of  the  Jubilee  celebrations  on  the 
21st  of  June.  A  certain  newspaper  of 
the  City  of  Cork  made  itself  conspicuous 
by  its  celebration  on  that  occasion.  It 
was,  of  course,  within  its  right  in  doing 
so.  Certain  disturbances  arose,  and  the 
Local  Authorities  were,  of  course,  within 
their  right  in  suppressing  those  dis- 
turbances. But  it  is  against  the  man- 
ner in  which  those  disturbances  were 
suppressed  that  my  complaint  lies.  The 
reports  in  the  local  newspapers,  and  the 
evidence  of  all  the  witnesses,  go  to  show 
that  those  disturbances  were  suppressed 
in  a  disorderly  and  riotous  manner  by 
the  authorities  who  put  the  law  in  force 
in  the  city.    There  were  no  proper  pro- 


visions made  to  keep  the  impulses  of  tho 
police  force  within  proper  bounds,  and 
the  consequence  was,  that  men  were 
maltreated  and  innocent  persons,  women 
and  children  were  injured  ;  whereas,  if 
there  had  been  a  strict  supervision  and 
control  of  the  men  whose  duty  it  is  to 
protect  the  lives  of  the  citizens  of  Cork, 
these  deplorable  events  would  have  been 
avoided  in  a  city  which  is  more  free 
from  crime  than  any  in  Ireland.  0! 
course,  if  the  appeal  had  como  from  an 
ordinary  body  of  guardians,  or  even 
from  the  Corporation  of  the  City  of 
Cork,  I  should  not  have  wondered  if  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  treated  it  with 
that  supercilious  disregard  we  have  so 
often  witnessed  in  this  House.  If  it 
had  come  from  a  branch  of  the  National 
League,  I  should  not  have  wondered  at 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  taking  no 
notice  of  the  appeal,  although  on  the 
branch  of  the  League  in  the  City  of 
Cork  are  some  of  the  most  respectable 
citizens  and  merchants,  including  the 
Mayor;  but  this  appeal  came  from  a 
body  of  20  magistrates  in  the  City  of 
Cork,  representing  every  shade  of  poli- 
tical and  religious  opinion.  It  did  not 
come  from  any  rump  or  section  of  tho 
magistracy;  it  emanated  from  a  large 
meeting  called  at  the  request  of  the 
Mayor,  and  if  there  is  anything  which 
to  my  mind  shows  how  utterly  this  Go- 
vernment is  out  of  touch  with  the  feel- 
ing of  the  Irish  people,  it  is  the  signal 
disregard  with  which  the  magistrates 
were  treated  by  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man, who,  I  regret  to  say,  has  left  the 
House  without  deignine  to  listen  to  the 
statement  I  have  to  make.  At  a  meet- 
ing of  tho  City  Magistrates,  specially 
convened  by  the  Mayor  on  the  27th  of 
June,  it  was  proposed  by  Mr.  James 
Lane,  J. P.,  seconded  by  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Donegal,  J.P.,  and  resolved 
unanimously— 

'*That  we,  the  Hay  or  of  Cork,  and  the 
Beveral  magistrates  of  the  City,  aBaembled  at 
tho  instance  of  the  Mayor  to  consider  the 
arrangements  of  the  Royal  Irish  ConstabQlary 
on  the  occasion  of  the  riots  which  took  place  ia 
this  City  on  the  21st  of  June  instant*  are  of 
opinion  that  a  commission  should  be  imme- 
diately issued  to  take  inquiry  upon  oath  as  to 
the  cause  and  result  of  such  riots,  and  who  are, 
or  were  responsible^ therefor.*' 

The  right  hon.  Gentleman  having  re- 
turned after  his  temporary  absenoe,  I 
trust  he  will  listen  to  the  statement  I 
have  to  make.    I  wish  to  know  who- 


673 


Supply -^Civil        { ArausT  31,  1887}         Service  Esiimales. 


674 


tlier  the  Chief  Secretary  really  per- 
BODally  considered  this  matter,  or  whe- 
ther he  did  not  place  himself  entirely  in 
the  hands  of  Captain  Plunkett,  who  has 
behaved  in  Ireland  as  despotically  as 
any  Turkish  Pasha.  A  more  reasonable 
request  could  not  have  been  addressed 
to  any  Government  than  this  application 
for  inquiry ;  but,  even  had  the  request 
been  made  in  unreasonable  language, 
I  should  say  that  the  fact  of  the  resolu- 
tion being  backed  by  20  magistrates  of 
all  shades  of  political  and  religious  opi- 
nion should  have  been  quite  sufficient  to 
give  it  passport  to  the  consideration  of 
Her  Majesty's  Government.  The  reso- 
lution and  the  letter  of  the  Mayor  were 
forwarded  to  Dublin  Castle,  and  on  the 
29th  of  June  a  letter  was  received  from 
General  BuUer,  stating  that  he  was 
directed  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant  to  ac- 
knowledge the  receipt  of  the  Mayor's 
letter  of  the  28th  instant,  and  the  accom- 
panying copy  of  a  resolution,  adopted  at 
a  meeting  of  the  magistrates  held  at 
Cork.  No  further  notice  of  the  com- 
munication having  been  received,  on  the 
6th  of  July  the  Secretary,  Mr.  Giltinan, 
wrote  the  following  letter,  addressed  to 
the  Under  Secretary  at  Dublin  Castle: — 

"  Sir,— Referring  to  your  letter  of  the  2»th 
ultimo,  acknowledg^g  receipt  of  the  Mayor's 
letter  of^the  28th,  and  of  its  accompanying 
copy  of  a  resolution  adopted  at  a  meeting  of 
magistrates  held  in  Cork,  in  reference  to  the 
disturbances  which  took  place  in  the  City  on 
the  2l8t  ultimo,  I  am  directed  by  the  Mayor  to 
ask  you  whether  he  is  to  regard  your  commu- 
nication as  final,  or  if  he  may  expect  to  receive 
an  explicit  answer  to  the  request  for  a  sworn 
inquiry  contained  in  the  magistrates*  resolu- 
tion." 

That  letter  was  written  a  week  after  the 
reply  was  received  from  General  Buller, 
and  another  week  elapsed  before  the 
following  answer  was  received.  General 
Buller  wrote  from  Dublin  Castle  on  the 
12th  of  July  that  he  was  directed  by  the 
Lords  Justices  to  acknowledge  the  re- 
ceipt of  the  Secretary's  further  letter  of 
the  6th  instant  on  the  subject  of  the  reso- 
lution recently  adopted  by  the  Magis- 
trates of  the  City  of  Cork,  praying  that 
an  inquiry  should  !be  held  into  disturb- 
ances which  occurred  in  the  City  of  Cork 
on  the  2 1 8t  ultimo,  and, in  re  ply, acquainted 
him,  for  the  information  of  the  Mayor 
of  Cork,  that  the  Government  had  no 
information  which  led  them  to  think 
that  adequate  reason  existed  for  holding 
such  inquiry.     That  very  unsatisfactory 

VOL.  COCXX.    [thikd  series.] 


answer  appears  to  me  to  show  that  Her 
Majesty's  Government  had  no  desire  to 
get  information,  because  they  never 
asked  the  Mayor  on  what  grounds  the 
resolution  was  passed,  and  they  did  not 
say  that  they  had  made  inquiry  in  any 
quarter  as  to  whether  there  were  suffi- 
cient grounds  for  passing  the  resolution ; 
they  simply  say  they  have  no  informa- 
tion which  leads  them  to  think  that 
adequate  reasons  exist  for  holding  such 
inquiry.  In  consequence  of  that,  on  the 
20  th  of  July  a  further  meeting  of  the  city 
magistrates  was  specially  convened  by 
the  Mayor.  The  Mayor  was  in  the 
chair,  and  on  hearing  read  the  resolu- 
tion unanimously  passed  by  20  magis- 
trates of  the  city  on  the  27th  ultimo, 
and  the  replies  of  Sir  Hedvers  Buller, 
Under  Secretary,  of  the  29th  ultimo  and 
the  12th  instant,  on  the  subject  of  the 
inquiry  asked  for  in  the  resolution 
referred  to.  it  was  resolved — 

**  That,  seeing  it  is  an  ascertained  fact  that  a 
riot  of  a  serious  character  took  place  in  this 
city  on  the  21st  ultimo,  and  that  property  to  a 
large  extent  was  on  that  occasion  damaged  and 
destroyed,  that  it  is  alleged  hy  the  Mayor  that 
unnecessary  violence  was  used  hy  memhers  of 
the  Royal  Irish  Constahulary,  and  that  several 
persons  were  severely  injured ;  that  it  is  also 
alleged  hy  the  Ma^or  that  the  arrangements 
made  hy  the  authorities  were  not  adequate,  and 
that  all  these  matters  were  reported  hy  the 
puhlio  journals — from  these  facts  and  state- 
ments the  magistrates  are  still  of  opinion  that 
the  inquiry  asked  for  hy  the  resolution  of  the 
27th  ultimo  ought  to  he  granted." 

This  was  signed  by  the  Mayor,  Mr.  J. 
O'Brien.  The  foregoing  resolution  was 
transmitted  on  the  2l8t  July,  with  the 
following  note  from  the  ohief  clerk  of 
the  Justices  of  Cork: — 

"  Sir,—  I  have  the  honour  to  transmit  herewith 
a  resolution  passed  hy  the  city  magistrates  at  a 
meeting  held  on  yesterday,  20th  instant,  again 
asking  the  Gk)yemment  to  grant  the  inquiry 
referred  to  in  the  former  resolution  adopted  hy 
them  on  the  27th  ultimo." 

To  this  communication  the  following 
reply  was  received  on  the  29th  of  July 
from  Sir  Bedyers  BuUer : — 

'*  I  am  directed  hy  the  Lttrd  Lieutenant  to 
acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  tho 
21st  instant,  transmitting  a  copy  of  a  resolu- 
tion passed  at  a  meeting  of  magistrates  of  tho 
City  of  Ck>rk  held  on  the  20th  instant,  respect- 
ing their  application  for  a  sworn  inquiry  into 
the  disturhances  which  recently  took  place  in 
the  city.  1  am  directed  to  refer  the  magistrates 
to  the  reply  sent  on  the  12th  instant,  and  to  add 
that  no  evidence  in  support  of  the  allegations 
(Contained  in  their  resolutions  has  been  received 
by  the  Government." 
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Now,  I  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
Tfhether  he  made  any  attempt  to  get 
this  information,  or  did  he  intend  that 
the  magistrates  should  forward  him  par- 
ticulars. Did  he  take  any  steps  to  ascer- 
tain whether  this  was  a  reasonable  or 
unreasonable  request  ?  I  ask  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  whether  he  did  not 
place  himself  entirely  in  the  hands  of 
Captain  Plunkett,  the  Resident  Magis- 
trate in  the  district  ?  Now,  a  good  deal 
depends  upon  the  conduct  of  Captain 
Plunkett  with  referehoe  to  this  par- 
ticular meeting.  He  was  invited  by  the 
Mayor  of  Cork  to  attend,  and  whatever 
his  politics  may  be  it  should  be  remem- 
bered that  upon  him  depends  the  peace 
of  the  city.  How  did  Captain  Plunkett 
treat  this  respectful  request  from  the 
Mayor  of  Cork  ? 

The  chairman  :  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man is  now  travelling  beyond  what  is 
appropriate  to  this  Yote.  The  question 
appropriate  to  the  Yote  on  which  we  are 
now  engaged  is  as  to  whether  the  Chief 
Secretary  for  Ireland  should  have 
ordered  an  inquiry ;  but  to  go  into  the 
occurrences  themselves  is  foreign  to  the 
Question  before  the  Committee. 

Mr.  hooper  :  I  intended  simply  to 
show  the  manner  in  which  the  Chief 
Secretary  had  treated  this  request,  and 
I  have  made  a  challenge  to  him  to  say 
whether  he  placed  himself  in  the  hands 
of  Captain  Plunkett. 

The  chairman  :  Up  to  that  point 
the  Member  was  speaking  quite  rele- 
vantly ;  but  when  he  proceeded  to  deal 
with  the  conduct  of  Captain  Plunkett  he 
went  beyond  this  Yote. 

Mb.  hooper  :  I  now  ask  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  for 
Ireland  to  give  an  explicit  statement  to 
the  Committee  of  his  reasons  for  re- 
fusing to  place  confidence  in  20  duly 
elected  magistrates  of  the  Irish  Bench. 
If  these  men  were  fit  for  their  commis- 
sions as  magistrates  they  were  surely 
worthy  of  the  confidence  of  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government.  If  they  were  not 
worthy  of  the  confidence  of  Her  Ma- 
jesty's GK)vernment  in  respect  of  this 
matter,  why  in  the  name  of  common 
sense  are  they  retained  on  the  Magis- 
terial Bench  ?  It  is  an  insult  to  every 
one  of  these  men  that  Her  Majesty^s 
Government  did  not  pay  attention  to  the 
request  of  such  a  body.  What  rc'gard  j 
can  the  people  of  Cork  or  the  people  of } 
the  district  pay  to  laws  which  are  en-  i 


forced  by  these  men  when  Her  Majesty's 
Government  refuse  to  receive  the  repre- 
sentations of  20  magistrates  of  the  loca- 
lity of  all  shades  of  political  and  reli- 
gious opinion  ?  The  statement,  I  say, 
deserved  the  most  serious  oonsideration 
of  the  Government.  Even  if  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  not  time  to  exa- 
mine this  Notice  which  has  been  ser7ed 
upon  him  by  20  magistrates  of  the  City 
of  Cork,  let  him  examine  into  the  facte 
now.  What^nre  want  is  an  assurance 
that  there  will  be  an  inquiry  in  order 
that  the  people  of  OoA  shall  have  some 
guarantee  that  they  will  not  be  left  to 
the  uncontrolled  and  brutal  discretion 
or  indiscretion  of  Captain  Plunkett 
during  the  coming  winter. 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  have  no 
objection  to  the  action  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber in  bringing  forward  this  ease  in 
which  he  naturally  takes  an  interest, 
and  I  will  state  very  briefly  to  the  Com* 
mittee  the  course  taken  by  the  Govern- 
ment in  this  matter.  But  first  allow  me 
to  correct  the  statement  of  the  hon. 
Gentleman  which  may  have  misled  the 
Committee,  nnintentionally  of  course, 
into  the  belief  that  the  reaolution  re- 
ferred to  was  that  of  aU  the  magistrates. 

Mb.  HOOPEB:  I  said  it  was  the 
action  of  a  body  of  the  magistrates,  20 
in  number,  who  obeyed  the  summons  of 
the  Mayor. 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOTJB :  I  admit  that 
the  number  is  considerable.  There  were 
20  out  of  a  total  number  of  48,  and  they 
were  all  the  magistrates  who  were  not 
absent  in  this  country  on  the  occasion  of 
the  Jubilee.  However,  I  do  not  want 
to  press  that  point,  because  the  action 
of  the  (Government  was  governed  by 
considerations  of  an  entirely  different 
character.  The  hon.  Glentleman  asks 
how  we  came  to  disregard  this  request. 
But  does  not  the  hon.  Ghentleman  see 
that  something  more  than  the  informa- 
tion furnished  is  neoessaiy  to  institute  an 
inquiry  into  a  case  of  riot  of  this  kind  ? 
The  Executive  clearly  ought  not  under 
any  circumstances  to  grant  a  formal,  an 
elaborate,  and  a  sworn  inquiry,  unless 
there  is  something  in  the  nature  of  a 
strong  primd  fack  case  in  oonneotion 
with  some  person  or  persons  oonneoted 
with  the  riot,  and  unless  there  is  some 
reason  to  believe  that  the  inquiry  woold 
elicit  facts  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Government,  would  justify  the  taking  of 
special  measures  in  Uie  fature.    ThaX 
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was  the  justification  for  the  Belfast  in- 
quiry ;  but  there  is  no  such  justification 
in  the  case  which  occurred  at  Cork.  The 
hon.  Member  has  not  alleged  any 
ground  for  supposing  that  any  future 
advantage  would  be  gained.  His  only 
ground  has  been  that  the  inquiry  was 
asked  for  by  20  magistrates  of  Cork. 

Mr.  hooper  :  Will  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  allow  me  to  say  that  I  was  not 
permitted  to  go  into  the  facts  at  all  ? 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  There  being 
no  facts,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Govern- 
ment,  to  support  a  primd  facie  case,  nor 
any  prospect  of  any  person  being  con- 
nected with  the  riot  in  the  way  I  have 
indicated,  I  see  no  reason  to  go  back  on 
the  decision  at  which  the  Irish  Govern- 
ment arrived  and  stated  to  the  magis- 
trates at  Cork. 

Mr.  DEA8Y  (Mayo,  W.)  :  I  alto- 
gether fail  to  gather  from  the  reply  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief 
Secretary  for  Ireland  to  this  statement 
of  my  hon.  Friend  that  the  Government 
made  any  inquiry  whatsoever  into  the 
facts  of  the  case.  We  wish  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  to  state  to  us  his  reasons 
for  not  making  inquiry  into  the  case. 
The  only  reason  against  this  appears  to 
be  that  the  hon.  Member  has  not  made 
out  a  primd  facie  case ;  but,  as  my  hon. 
Friend  pointed  out,  when  he  began  to 
go  outside  the  preliminary  statement 
of  the  case,  he  was  not  allowed  to  pro- 
ceed by  the  Chairman.  Therefore,  I 
think  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has 
offered  no  adequate  excuse  for  not 
granting  the  inquiry  demanded  by  my 
hon.  Friend.  I  regret  that  we  are  pre- 
cluded from  going  into  the  whole  ques- 
tion ;  but  we  say  that  we  are  entitled  to 
have  from  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  an 
explicit  statement  as  to  the  course  which 
the  Government  took  to  ascertain  the 
facts  of  the  case — a  statement  showing 
to  whom  they  applied,  and  the  nature  of 
the  accounts  they  received.  We  say 
that,  so  far  from  the  facts  contradicting 
the  statement  of  the  magistrates,  the 
Government  made  no  effort  to  get  any 
information.  We  know  that  they  re- 
fused to  consult  anyone  but  the  Resident 
Magistrate  or  Police  Authority  ;  and  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  excuses  himself 
by  saying  that  my  hon.  Friend  has  not 
made  out  a  primd  facie  case,  when  the 
truth  is  that  he  was  not  allowed  to  go 
into  the  facts.  If  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man is  not  to  rely  on  the  representation 


of  20  magistrates,  on  whom  or  what  is 
he  to  rely  ?  Many  of  those  magistrates 
were  Conservatives ;  and  as  to  their  not 
being  the  majority,  I  do  not  believe  that 
where  there  are  48  men  on  the  Commis- 
sion of  the  Peace,  it  is  possible  to  get 
the  whole  of  them  together  to  pass  a 
resolution  of  this  kind.  Are  we  to 
assume  that  if  47  of  the  magintrates 
came  together,  you  would  not  take  any 
action  because  the  whole  number  was 
not  present  ?  I  have  a  great  interest  in 
the  City  of  Cork,  political  and  other- 
wise ;  and  I  find  that  almost  every 
magistrate  who  was  in  Cork  at  the  time, 
and  who  could  by  any  possibility  take 
part  in  the  deliberations,  was  present. 
The  resolution  was  adopted  unanimously 
by  the  large  number  of  magistrates  of 
all  shades  of  opinion  who  attended  the 
meeting.  If  the  resolution  had  been 
passed  over  the  heads  of  the  Tory  mi- 
nority, I  could  have  understood  the  re- 
fusal of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to 
accede  to  the  demands  of  the  magis- 
trates ;  but  the  very  signing  of  the 
resolution  by  the  Mayor  and  his  brother 
magistrates  shows  conclusively  that  their 
only  object  was  to  have  this  matter 
sifted  to  the  bottom,  and  to  put  the 
responsibility  for  the  riot  on  the  proper 
shoulders.     The  Mayor  said — 

' '  I  am  ready  to  accept  any  responsibility  for 
the  people  of  Cork  which  may  be  fairly  called 
for  by  the  Government  for  these  disturbances  ; 
and  we  assert  that  these  riots  were  deliberately 
brought  about  by  the  action  of  the  police,  and 
that  it  is  unfair  to  screen  them.  The  Govern- 
ment cannot,  with  any  show  of  justice  or  fair 
play,  refuse  to  grant  an  investigation  into  these 
disturbances  which  took  place  in  the  city,  and 
which,  I  have  no  hesitation  in  asserting,  were 
brought  about  by  the  action  of  Captain  Plunkett 
and  the  policemen  under  his  charge." 

It  must  be  clear  that  the  only  object  of 
these  gentlemen  was  to  clear  up,  as  far 
as  they  could,  certain  rumours  and  re- 
ports spread  about  the  city  in  connection 
with  the  Police  Authorities  ;  and  all  I 
can  say  with  reference  to  that  portion  of 
the  statement  of  my  hon.  Friend  is  that 
the  course  which  the  Government  has 
now  adopted  is  to  take  the  administra- 
tion of  the  law  out  of  the  hands  of  those 
men  who  are  supposed  to  administer  it 
in  the  ordinary  course  ;  they  have  set 
up  another  practice  which  can  only  have 
the  effect  of  driving  out  of  the  minds  of 
the  people  any  small  respect  which  may 
be  lingering  there  for  the  law.  If  thete 
is  anyone  on  the  Irish  Bench  more  likely 
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formation.  I  entreat  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman to  consider  our  proposal — namely, 
that  if  he  will  not  gire  the  names 
and  addresses  of  the  persons  alleged  to 
be  Boycotted  and  under  police  protec- 
tion, he  shall  give,  at  least,  the  town 
lands  where  they  are,  without  the 
names.  Will  the  right  hon.  Q-entleman 
undertake  to  furnish  a  Bet  urn  of  the 
town  lands  where  the  police  protection 
has  been  giren,  which  will  give  us  the 
chance  of  testing  the  matter  without 
bringing  into  notoriety  the  persons  pro- 
tected ?  The  town  lands  are  sufficiently 
minute  for  our  purposes,  and  sufficiently 
wide  for  that  of  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman. Will  he  give  us  a  guarantee 
that  this  information  will  be  forth- 
coming? The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
makes  no  sign.  If  he  does  not,  our 
position  will  be  immeasurably  strength- 
ened, and  we  shall  be  able  to  say  when 
we  return  to  Ireland  that  not  alone  are 
these  statistics  concocted,  but  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  has  taken  no 
steps  to  show  that  they  are  accurate  and 
true. 

Mb.  HOOPER:  I  wish  to  impress 
upon  hon.  Gentlemen  the  necessity  of 
following  the  dates  I  have  quoted  in 
connection  with  this  matter,  because 
upon  them  a  great  deal  depends.  On 
the  29th  of  June  Sir  Eedvers  Buller 
acknowledges  the  receipt  of  the  request 
of  20  magistrates  of  Cork  for  this  in- 
quiry ;  on  the  6  th  of  July  the  Mayor 
wrote  to  ask  if  the  letter  was  to  be  re- 
garded as  final ;  on  the  12th  of  July  Sir 
Bedvers  Buller,  after  the  lapse  of  a 
week,  writes  to  say  that  the  Government 
have  no  information  which  leads  them 
to  think  that  adequate  reason  exists  for 
holding  such  inquiry.  Now,  I  ask  this 
question.  Did  the  Government  inquire 
during  the  fortnight  which  elapsed  ?  If 
they  wished  this  inquiry  to  be  held,  and 
if  they  wished  confidence  to  be  restored 
to  the  minds  of  the  people  of  Cork  in 
this  matter,  why  did  they  not  examine 
into  the  facts  ?  Instead  of  doing  that, 
they  put  at  the  end  of  the  letter  I  have 
read  a  vague  statement  as  to  the  want 
of  information,  which  might  be  taken 
to  mean  that  they  had  made  inquiry 
and  could  get  no  information.  I  chal- 
lenge the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  say 
if  the  Government  made  inquiry,  and, 
if  so,  of  whom  ?  If  their  intentions 
were  bond  Jide,  why  do  they  refuse  the 
inquiry  asked   for?    I  trust  my    hon. 

Mr.  Flynn 


Friends  will  not  allow  this  disoussion  to 
close  without  obtaining  from,  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  an  assurance  that  this 
case  will  be  investigated. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUB:  The  hon. 
Gentleman  asks  if  sufficient  facts  were 
before  the  Government  whether  the  in- 
quiry would  be  held  ?  Of  oourse,  if  any 
statement  is  made  which  would  justify 
the  course  in  their  opinion  it  would  in- 
duce them  to  make  such  inquiry ;  but  I 
would  point  out  that  what  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman asks  for  would  require  an  Act  of 
Parliament. 

Mr.  sexton  (Belfast,  W.)  :  I  wish 
to  mention  a  case  in  which  my  consti- 
tuents are  concerned.  I  refer  to  the 
Portrush  case,  which  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Ohief  Secretary  will 
recollect  was  the  case  of  an  attack  made 
upon  a  body  of  Foresters  who  were  on 
an  excursion.  I  am  in  posaession  of 
some  further  information  which  is  sup- 
plied by  the  public  Press  to-day.  The 
Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  appears  to 
have  been  in  some  doubt  as  to  whether 
the  blame  for  the  disorder  which  oc- 
curred ought  to  be  laid  on  the  Foresters 
or  on  the  Orangemen.  It  appears  that 
eight  persons  have  been  convicted  and 
sentenced  to  imprisonment  with  hard 
labour,  and  the  Crown  Solicitor  de- 
clared that  the  Foresters  and  excursion- 
ists had  given  no  provocation  whatever. 
It  is  admitted  that  they  fired  no  shots, 
although  the  Chief  Secretary  said  they 
did,  and  the  magistrate  declared  that 
there  was  no  justification  for  the  attack. 
These  Foresters  are  a  respectable  and 
decent  body  of  men ;  and  whenever  they 
take  their  annual  excursion,  no  matter 
where  they  go,  they  are  met  at  the  ter- 
mination of  their  excursions  by  a  body 
of  roughs  who  assemble,  according  to  a 
plan  previously  arranged,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  assaulting  them.  Before  they 
went  on  this  excursion  they  gave  nottee 
to  the  police,  who  made  no  adequate 
arrangements  for  their  protection.  I 
am  informed  that  the  organizing  of  the 
disorder  had  been  going  on  for  a  week 
beforehand.  A  body  of  men  were 
picked  and  organized  for  the  poipoae  of 
breaking  the  law ;  they  went  by  ex- 
cursion train ;  their  tickets  were  paid  for 
out  of  a  certain  purse.  Now,  will  the 
Government  any  longer  refuse  this  in- 
quiry ;  will  they  any  longer  deny  that 
the  responsibility  for  this  disorder  dees 
not   lie   upon  the  Foresters?    Stones 
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were  thrown  at  the  train,  and  a  lady 
inside  the  train  was  hurt.  The  responsi- 
bilitj,  if  there  should  be  a  recurrence  of 
these  disgraceful  proceedings,  will  lie 
with  the  Government  if  they  refuse  an 
inquiry.  I  maintain  that  the  origin  of 
these  disturbances  is  attributable  to  the 
action  of  the  man  who  organized  the 
body  of  men  at  Ooleraine  and  paid  their 
railway  fares  to  Portrush.  Will  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Ohief  Secretary 
proclaim  Oounty  Antrim  under  the  Ist 
section  of  the  Grimes  Act ;  will  he  in- 
quire what  man  organized  the  roughs  of 
Goleraine  ?  If  the  inquiry  I  ask  is 
refused  we  shall  know  what  to  think  of 
the  conduct  of  the  Government.  I  call 
upon  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr. 
A.  J.  Balfour),  as  one  who  endeavours 
to  preserve  a  reputation  for  fraakness, 
to  admit,  in  face  of  the  language  of  his 
own  magistrates,  that  the  blame  for  the 
recent  disturbances  lies  with  the  Orange- 
men and  not  with  the  National  Foresters. 
Mr.  a.  J.  BALFGUE :  I  should  like 
to  point  out  that  the  hon.  Gentleman 
(Mr.  Sexton)  ought  to  be  grateful  on 
behalf  of  his  clients  that  the  Grimes  Act 
has  been  passed,  because  if  it  had  not 
been  for  that  Act  there  would  not  in  all 
probability  have  been  a  conviction  of 
some  of  the  Orange  rioters.  The  first 
use  made  of  the  power  given  by  the 
Grimes  Act  has  been  to  convict  certain 
Orange  rioters  who  were  concerned  in 
these  riots.  The  hon.  Gentleman  has 
suggested  that  I  and  my  right  hon.  and 
gaOlant  Friend  (Golonel  King-Harman) 
have  in  this  House  asserted  or  implied 
that  the  first  provocation  was  given  by 
the  excursionists.  No  w,  in  the  various  ob- 
servations I  have  made  on  the  subject, 
I  have  always  and  consistently  asserted 
that  so  far  as  my  information  went — and 
that  information  appears  to  have  been 
confirmed  by  the  hon.  Gentleman — the 
first  provocation  came  from  the  roughs 
who  went  from  Goleraine  to  Portrush. 
But  what  I  have  said  in  addition  to  that 
is  that,  much  as  I  deplore  the  provoca- 
tion, I  do  not  think  it  was  adequate  jus- 
tification for  the  excursionists,  on  their 
return  home,  firing  revolvers  from 
the  windows  of  the  train  upon  the  un- 
armed crowd,  who,  from  the  position  of 
the  train,  could  not,  and  did  not,  make 
any  aggression  on  the  excursionists. 
That  view,  I  am  bound  to  say,  I  still 
adhere  to.  The  hon.  Gentleman  says 
the   police   did    not    make    adequate 


arrangements  to  guard  against  disturb- 
ance. The  police  made  all  the  arrange- 
ments that  were  in  their  power ;  and  I 
think  that  probably  nothing  will  more 
conduce  to  the  prevention  of  any  recur- 
rence of  this  kind  of  outrage  than  the 
fact  that  seven  or  eight  of  these  rioters 
have  been  summarily  convicted.  It  is 
upon  such  a  kind  of  inquiry  as  that 
which  has  taken  place  in  this  particular 
case  that  I  shall  really  depend  for  the 
prevention  of  the  repetition  of  the  scenes 
which  both  sides  of  the  House  alike 
deplore.  I  confess  I  greatly  regret  it  has 
not  been  found  possible  to  produce  evi- 
dence by  which  the  persons  who  fired 
the  shots  from  the  train  could  be 
brought  up  and  dealt  with  in  a  simi- 
larly summary  fashion.  The  hon.  Gen- 
tleman asks  me  whether  I  will  not  pro- 
claim Oounty  Antrim  under  the  1st  sec- 
tion of  the  Grimes  Act,  in  order  that  a 
secret  inquiry  shall  be  held.  If  we 
thought  that  a  secret  inquiry  would  lead 
to  the  detection  of  the  offenders  I  would 
consider  the  propriety  of  suggesting  to 
the  Government  the  Proclamation  of  the 
county,  as  the  hon.  Gentleman  suggests; 
but  nothing  I  have  heard  leads  me  to 
believe  that  any  such  secret  inquiry 
would  produce  the  desired  effect. 

Mr.  sexton  :  When  I  tell  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  that  the  battalion  that 
attacked  was  organized  in  the  town  of 
Goleraine,  and  that  out  of  a  certain 
purse  there  came  the  money  which  paid 
for  the  transport  of  the  150  men  from 
Goleraine  to  Portrush,  does  he  not  con- 
sider that  I  make  out  a  case  for  inquiry  ? 
Does  he  not  consider  that  the  person 
who  organized  the  attacking  party  is 
really  responsible  for  the  whole  of  the 
disorder  ? 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  The  holding 
of  a  secret  inquiry  depends  upon  whe- 
ther it  would  result  in  the  promotion  of 
the  interests  of  justice.  It  does  not  de- 
pend upon  the  fact  that  some  of  the 
perpetrators  of  the  outrage  are  un- 
known. 

Mr.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.) :  I  suppose, 
in  point  of  fact,  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man is  afraid  of  his  own  information ; 
that  in  this  case  it  was  some  magistrate 
who  organized  the  attacking  party.  He 
does  not  want  to  find  out  whether  it  was 
or  not.  My  experience  of  the  North  of 
Ireland  is,  that  generally  these  disordert 
are  organized  by  magistrates.  I  have 
been  attacked  by  a  orowd  myself  wbe 
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were  brought  and  paid  for  by  a  magis- 
trato  who  now  sits  as  a  Member  of  this 
House,  and  who  led  the  crowd  on  to  the 
attack.  I  do  not  see  why  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour)  should 
not  avail  himself  of  the  1st  section  of  the 
Crimes  Act  and  hold  a  secret  inquiry  in 
this  case 

Mr.  sexton  :  All  of  the  eight  con- 
victed men  but  two  had  witnesses  who 
swore  these  men  had  nothing  to  do  with 
the  matter.  Do  the  Government  think 
it  worth  their  attention  to  consider  whe- 
ther those  witnesses  who  swore  to  the 
innocence  of  the  men  ought  to  be  prose- 
cuted for  perjury  ? 

Mr.  M.  J.  KENNY  (Tyrone,  Mid) : 
There  is  one  question  I  wish  to  put  to 
the  Parliamentary  Under  Secretary  for 
Ireland  (Colonel  King  -  Harman),  and 
which  I  put  last  night ;  perhaps  he  will 
be  able  to  answer  it  now.  It  has  refer- 
ence to  the  Veterinary  Department  in 
Dublin.  I  desire  a  statement  from  the 
Government  as  to  the  means  that  are 
being  taken  to  suppress  pleuro-pneu- 
monia  in  Dublin  and  the  neighbour- 
hood. The  continued  existence  of 
plouro-pneumonia  in  Dublin  and  its 
vicinity  is  a  scandal  to  the  Government, 
and  results  in  great  loss  to  the  people. 
I  want  to  know  whether  this  Govern- 
ment, who  are  supposed  to  repreaent  the 
agricultural  interest,  intend  to  take  any 
steps  to  stamp  out  this  disease,  which 
they  can  easily  do  if  they  wish  ? 

The  PARLIAMENTARY  UNDER 
SECRETARY  for  IRELAND  (Colonel 
Kinq-Harman)  (Kent,  Isle  of  Thanet) : 
I  was  prepared  to  answer  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleraan  (Mr.  M.  J.  Kenny)  last  night ; 
but  he  was  followed  by  an  hon.  Friend 
of  his  who  put  some  other  question, 
and  in  the  course  of  the  debate  this 
particular  matter  was  lost  sight  of.  I 
think  that  if  the  hon.  Member  will  con- 
sider what  the  Government  have  done 
in  regard  to  the  existence  of  pleuro- 
pneumonia in  Ireland,  especially  in 
Dublin  and  district,  he  will  find  they 
have  done  a  great  deal  since  they  have 
been  in  Office.  They  recognize  the  im- 
portance of  stamping  out  pleuro-pneu- 
monia  to  the  full  extent  to  wliich  the 
foot-and-mouth  disease  was  stamped  out. 
We  are  fully  alive  to  the  fact  that  if 
proper  precautions  are  not  taken  in 
Ireland,  especially  near  Dublin,  Irish 
dealers  will  run  the  risk  of  having 
English  and  Scotch  markets  closed  to 

J/r.  Dilion 


their  cattle.  The  hon.  Gentleman  mast 
always  be  aware  that  the  whole  body  of 
his  Colleagues  from  Ireland  do  not  en- 
tirely agree  with  him  on  this  matter, 
and  that  Questions  have  been  put  to  the 
Chief  Secretary  from  time  to  time  rather 
condemning  the  action  of  the  Qovern- 
ment  as  being  too  seyere.  Of  course,  it 
is  impossible,  in  t)ie  endeayour  to  stamp 
out  the  disease,  to  prevent  oonsiderable 
individual  injury  being  done.  The  hon. 
Gentleman  will  bear  me  out  when  I  say 
that  in  order  to  stamp  out  a  disease  ia 
a  country  we  must  in  every  district  de- 
clared to  be  infected  enforce  the  most 
stringent  regulations.  These  steps  the 
Government  intend  to  take.  I  may 
mention  there  has  been  a  great  decrease 
during  the  past  12  months  in  the  num- 
ber of  cases  of  pleuro-pneumonia.  I  am 
not  quite  sure  that  I  can  at  this  moment 
lay  my  hand  upon  the  actual  number  of 
cases  ;  but  I  can  assure  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man that  the  decrease  is  very  marked 
indeed.  In  1885  the  number  of  out- 
breaks was  389,  and  animals  attacked 
1,246  ;  in  1886  the  outbreaks  numbered 
138,  and  the  animals  attacked  1,050, 
Since  then  very  stringent  measures  have 
been  taken,  especially  in  the  district 
surrounding  Dublin,  and  the  slaughter 
of  animals  may  be  said  to  have  been 
wholesale.  I  can  assure  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman that  every  precaution  has  been 
taken  and  will  be  taken  to  stamp  out 
the  disease. 

Mr.  M.  J.  KENNY :  Let  me  explain 
to  the  right  hon.  and  g^Uant  Gentleman 
that  I  quite  agree  with  those  who  say 
that  large  districts  should  not  be  un- 
necessarily proclaimed.  What  I  wish 
to  suggest  as  a  remedy  is  that  the  power 
of  slaughter  resting  with  the  Veterinary 
Department  should  be  exercised  in  the 
wholesale  manner  he  jspeaks  of.  The 
disease  should  be  stamped  out,  no  matter 
what  the  cost ;  thousands  of  pounds  may 
be  lost  by  compulsory  slaughter,  but  I 
am  persuaded  that  in  the  long  run  many 
more  thousands  will  be  sayed. 

Mr.  BIGGAE  (Cavan,  W.) :  I  desire 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  a  matter  the  consideration  of 
which  will  not  occupy  more  than  a  yery 
few  minutes.  At  the  same  time,  it  is 
one  of  considerable  importance  to  a 
large  class  of  people.  It  is  with  regard 
to  the  controversies  which  take  maoe 
around  the  whole  Coast  of  Ireland  be- 
tween the  persons  who  are  entitled  1^ 
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Charter  to  the  fishings  in  the  rivers,  and 
the  fishermen  outside  who  have  a  right 
to  fish  in  the  open  sea.  I  brought  this 
matter  before  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man's Predecessor  in  Office,  and  he  pro- 
mised to  appeal  to  the  Fishery  Inspec- 
tors to  have  the  matter  investigated  in 
the  different  parts  of  Ireland.  Accord- 
ing to  the  old  theory,  the  Fishery  In- 
spectors were  not  allowed  to  interfere  or 
to  take  any  part  in  the  controversies 
with  regard  to  boundaries  between  the 
claimants  to  the  different  fisheries ;  but 
the  Predecessor  of  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman— namely,  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  West  Bristol  (Sir 
Michael  Hicks-Beach)  did  undertake  to 
have  an  inquiry  made  with  regard  to 
the  fisheries  in  a  particular  part  of  Ire- 
land— in  the  neighbourhood  of  Fort 
Stewart.  I  am  informed  that  a  very 
great  deal  of  conflict  takes  place  on  the 
different  parts  of  the  coast ;  and  what  I 
ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  A. 
J.  Balfour)  to  do,  and  what  I  think  is 
perfectly  reasonable,  is  to  instruct  the 
Fishery  Inspectors  to  inquire  into  the 
controversies  which  take  place,  and  to 
make  a  Report  to  the  Government,  with 
the  intention  of  having  a  copy  of  that 
Report,  or  whatever  part  of  it  the  Go- 
vernment think  desirable  to  make  public, 
laid  before  Parliament  in  the  next 
Session.  I  think  that  what  I  ask  is  so 
thoroughly  reasonable  that  the  Govern- 
ment will  raise  no  objection  to  my  re- 
quest. At  present,  each  party  considers 
itself  aggrieved,  and  I  have  not  the 
slightest  doubt  that  each  party — I  mean 
those  who  have  Charter  rights  and  those 
who  have  Common  Law  rights— opposes 
the  other,  and  that  each  party  is  also 
naturally  disposed  to  complain  that  the 
other  encroaches  even  where,  in  point 
of  fact,  there  is  no  encroachment  at  all. 
Under  these  circumstances,  I  think  it 
would  be  a  beneficial  occupation  for  the 
Inspectors,  during  the  Recess,  to  make 
a  Report  in  respect  to  the  rights  of  the 
different  parties,  and  then,  if  the  Go- 
vernment think  fit,  I  will  move  for  a 
copy  of  the  whole  or  whatever  part  of 
the  Report  the  Government  may  choose 
to  make  public. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  1  am  afraid 
the  Fishery  Inspectors  have  not  power 
to  decide  questions  of  law  and  right. 

Mr.  BIGGAR  :  I  only  ask  that  they 
shall  report. 


Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  If  they  re- 
ported, it  is  very  possible  it  would  get 
them  into  trouble.  It  would  not  con- 
duce to  peace ;  and  the  question  would 
still  be  left  as  it  is  now — namely,  to  be 
settled  by  the  Courts  of  Law.  I  do  not 
think  anything  can  be  done,  unless  by 
legislation  we  transfer  the  functions  of 
a  Court  of  Law  to  the  Fishery  Inspec- 
tors. That  would  be  a  great  step  ;  and 
I  do  not  think  the  Inspectors  are  a  body 
in  whom  should  be  vested  the  functions 
of  a  Court  of  Law. 

Mr.  BIGGAR  :  I  do  not  ask  that  the 
Fishery  Inspectors  should  publish  their 
Report,  but  that  they  should  report  to 
the  Government,  and  that  then  the  Go- 
vernment should  use  their  own  discre- 
tion as  to  whether  or  not  they  will 
allow  the  whole  or  any  part  of  the  Re- 
port to  be  published.  I  do  not  ask  that 
these  gentlemen  should  hold  a  public 
Court  of  Inquiry  and  give  a  public  deci- 
sion. I  wish  them  to  make  private 
recommendations  to  the  Government, 
and  then,  if  the  Government  think  fit, 
they  can  afterwards  found  legislation  on 
the  Report  of  their  own  officials. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  have  no 
objection  to  do  what  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man suggests,  now  that  he  has  fully 
explained  his  object. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided: — Ayes  110  ; 
Noes  65  :  Majority  55. — (Div.  List, 
No.  439.)  [3.40  p.m.] 

(2.)  £1,145,  to  complete  the  sum  for 
the  Charitable  Donations  and  Bequests 
Office,  Ireland. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

"  That  a  sum,  not  exceedmg  £104,809,  bo 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sam 
necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come 
in  course  of  payment  daring  the  year  ending 
on  the  31st  (fay  of  March  1888.  for  the 
Salaries  and  Expenses  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  in  Ireland,  inclading  various 
Grants  in  Aid  of  Local  Taxation." 

Me.  CAREW  (KUdare,  N.) :  Upon 
this  Vote  I  desire  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Se- 
cretary to  the  working  of  the  Labourers' 
Acts  in  Ireland,  the  responsibility  for 
which  rests  with  the  Local  Government 
Board.  From  the  Return  which  was 
granted  upon  the  Motion  of  my  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  Wicklow  (Mr. 
Corbet)  I  find  that  the  total  amount 
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expended  in  the  erection  of  cottages  up 
to  the  Slst  of  March  of  this  year  is 
£153,000^  and  that  the  expenses  in  con- 
nection with  that  expenditure  amount  to 
no  less  than  £55,026.  This  certainly 
appears  to  be  monstrously  dispropor- 
tionate. It  must  be  recollected  that  the 
Acts  were  passed  as  beneficent  Acts,  and 
passed  in  the  interest  and  for  the  bene- 
fit of  the  labourers,  and  for  no  one  else  ; 
and  to  find  that  a  sum  equal  to  more 
than  one-third  of  the  actual  amount 
spent  in  the  erection  of  cottages  should 
have  found  its  way  into  the  pockets  of 
solicitors  and  other  professional  gentle- 
men— in  other  words,  devoted  to  a  pur- 
pose which  was  never  intended  by  the 
Act — is  perfectly  monstrous.  Of  the 
sum  of  £55,026,  no  less  than  £8,600  18«. 
has  gone  in  the  expenses  of  the  Local 
Government  Board.  Now,  this  sum  will 
have  to  come  out  of  the  local  rates. 
Notwithstanding  that  all  this  expense 
has  been  incurred,  only  £1,633  cottages 
have  been  erected ;  and  let  me  point  out 
that  though  the  sum  of  £100  5«.  9d,  has 
been  paid  to  the  Local  Government 
Board  in  respect  of  the  cottages  in 
Naas,  not  a  single  cottage  has  been 
erected  there.  I  wish  to  move  the 
reduction  of  this  Vote,  unless  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary, 
who  is  also  the  President  of  the  Irish 
Local  Gt)vernment  Board,  gives  me  an 
assurance  that  these  enormous  expenses 
will  be  greatly  contracted.  At  present 
there  is  a  most  ridiculous  system  of  red 
tapeism  at  work  in  the  Office  of  the 
Local  Government  Board.  As  a  matter 
of  fact,  the  Boards  of  Guardians  are  in 
the  hands  of  the  Local  Government 
Board.  Scheme  after  scheme  has  been 
approved  of  by  Guardians  and  sent  up ; 
representations  have  been  made;  but 
the  Local  Government  Board,  in  conse- 
quence of  their  supineness  and  inac- 
tivity, do  not  send  Inspectors  to  report 
on  the  schemes.  Only  the  other  day  I 
received  a  letter  from  a  constituent  com- 
plaining that  though  three  separate 
resolutions  were  sent  by  the  Celbridge 
Board  of  Guardians  to  the  Local  Go- 
vernment Board,  that  Board  had  not  the 
courtesy  to  give  the  Guardians  an 
answer.  In  another  division  of  the 
same  Union — though  a  representation 
was  made  upwards  of  20  months  ago — 
16  months  were  allowed  to  lapse  before 
an  Inspector  was  sent  down,  and  nearly 
five  months  have  elapsed  and  no  report 
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has  been  made.  This  is  scandalous. 
We  have  the  melanclioly  spectacle  of 
labourers  in  Ireland  olamouring  at  the 
doors  of  Boards  of  Guardians,  who  in 
turn  send  up  schemes  to  the  Local  Oo- 
vemment  Board,  asking  for  cottages  to 
be  built,  and  they  receive  no  reply.  I 
hope  the  Chief  Secretary  will  give  us 
his  assurance  that  this  state  of  things 
shall  cease. 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  The  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Member  for  North  Kildare 
(Mr.  Oarew)  has  oomplainei  of  the  cost 
of  carrying  out  the  labourers  Cottages 
Act.  It  is  a  matter  of  g^eat  regret  that 
the  working  of  any  Act  of  Parliament 
should  be  either  costly  or  take  a  long 
time.  I  think  he  will  see  that  in  thu 
case  both  the  cost  and  outlay  are  in- 
herent in  the  nature  of  the  Act  itself.  It 
is  necessary  under  the  Act  that  careful 
examination  should  be  made  by  the 
Local  Government  Board  into  eveiy 
scheme.  A  great  deal  of  the  outlay  has 
been  due  to  the  fact  that  in  many  in- 
stances the  rural  Sanitary  Authority,  the 
Local  Authority  under  the  Aet^  have  not 
supplied  the  Local  Goyemment  Board 
with  all  the  information  absolutelv 
necessary  in  order  that  they  may  pro- 
nounce an  opinion.  A  yery  large  num- 
ber of  schemes  have  been  presented  to 
the  Local  Government  Board,  and  a 
great  strain  has  thereby  been  put  on  the 
Department.  On  the  whole,  I  am  dis- 
posed to  think  that  what  the  officials 
have  done  is  highly  creditable  to  them. 
I  believe  that  at  tlus  moment  the  work 
is  very  little  in  arrear,  that  it  has  been 
overtaken,  and  that  there  will  be  no 
delay  in  future,  except  such  as  is  abso- 
lutely necessary  from  the  fact  that  infor- 
mation is  not  supplied  by  Local  Autho- 
rities. I  regret  I  cannot  give  the  hon. 
Gentleman  a  pledge  that  the  expenses 
of  working  the  Act  will  be  largely  dimi- 
nished ;  but  I  can  assure  him  that  no 
effort  will  be  spared  to  cut  down  the  cost 
wherever  it  is  possible  to  do  so. 

Mb.  macartney  (Antrim,  S.)  :  I 
should  like  to  call  attention  to  the  ex- 
cessive number  of  workhouses  in  Ire- 
land. This  is  a  question  which  has 
attracted  a  great  deal  of  notice  in  Ire- 
land, and  especially  in  Ulster.  It  was 
brought  before  the  House  so  long  ago 
as  1877,  when  Mr.  Macartney,  then 
Member  for  Tyrone,  moved  a  Besolution 
upon  the  subject,  which  had  the  sapport 
then  of  my  right  hon.  and  gallant  S!ne&d 
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the  Parliamentary  Under  Secretary  for 
Ireland  (Colonel  King-Harman).    The 
terms  of  the  Motion  of  Mr.  Macartney 
were  not  exactly  the  terms  of  the  Motion 
I  have  upon  the  Paper  of  the  House. 
The  Predecessor  of  the  present  Chief 
Secretary — namely,  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Member  for  West  Bristol 
(Sir  Michael    Hicks-Beaoh)  —  objected 
to   the  terms   of   the    Motion  of    Mr. 
Macartney,  though  he  eventually  agreed 
to  appoint  a  Commission  to  inquire  into 
the  amalgamation  of  workhouses  which 
he   did  not   object  to,   and   which  he 
thought  was  a  matter  worthy  of  inquiry. 
A  Commission  was  appointed,  and   a 
great  deal  of  information  was  obtained 
on  the  subject.     At  that  time  in  Ireland 
opinion  on  this  question  had  not  ad- 
vanced so  far  as  it  has  at  the  present 
time.  I  should  like  to  state  shortly  what 
was  the  result  of  the  inquiry   by  the 
Commission  ;  104  Unions  negatived  the 
question  of  amalgamation,  11  gave  an 
answer  in  the  affirmative,  and  23  Unions 
proposed  the  dissolution  of  other  Unions. 
In  one  paragraph  of  the  Beport  of  the 
Commission  it  was  said  that  there  existed 
among  a  considerable  number  of  rate- 
payers and  Boards  of  Guardians  a  strong 
feeling  that    amalgamation  would    be 
attended  with  advantage.     That  feeling 
has  grown  very  considerably  in  Ireland, 
and  I  speak  with  ereat  confidence  as  to 
its  growth  in  the  North.  There  is  a  very 
strong  feeling  that  the  accommodation 
provided  in  the  workhouses  is  excessive, 
and  that  the  accommodation  might  be 
reduced  with  g^eat  benefit  to  the  rate- 
payers.    Let  me  call  the  attention  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Se- 
cretary (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour)  to  a  short 
statement  of  the  decrease  in  the  number 
of  inmates  of   workhouses    since  185t 
taken  from  the  Beport  of  the  Commis- 
sion.    In   1851  the  number  of  inmates 
in  the  Irish  workhouses  was  250,000  ;  in 
1887  that  number  had  fallen  to  53,000  ; 
in  1881  the  average  number  of  inmates 
was  43,632.    Now,  there  is  accommoda- 
tion in  the  Irish  workhouses  for  100,000 
persons,  roughly  speaking,  in  excess  of 
the  average  number  of  inmates.    The 
excess  of  accommodation  is  distributed 
as  follows  : — 26,695  in  the  Province  of 
Ulster,     31,595     in    the    Province    of 
Munster,    25,510    in    the    Province  of 
Leinster,  and  17,686  in  the  Province  of 
Oonnaught.  The  Commissioners  in  their 
Keporft  came  to  the  conclusion,  firom  evi- 


dence they  deemed  to  be  satisfactory, 
that  the  estimated  accommodation  was 
too  high  by  45  or  50  per  cent.  Even 
taking  that  estimate,  which  I  think  to 
be  too  low,  of  the  Commissioners,  I  hold 
that  there  is  considerable  ground  for 
inquiry  at  the  present  moment,  and  that 
if  we  could  reduce  the  accommodation 
even  to  the  extent  the  Commissioners 
thought  to  be  necessary,  very  consider- 
able relief  would  be  given  to  the  rate- 
payers. The  Commissioners  reported 
adverselv  to  the  terms  of  the  Motion 
then  brought  before  the  House ;  but 
what  I  desire  to  impress  on  the  Chief 
Secretary  is,  that  since  the  day  on  which 
the  question  of  the  amalgamation  of  the 
workhouses  was  brought  before  the 
House,  there  has  been  a  very  great 
growth  of  opinion  in  Ireland,  at  aU 
events  in  the  North  of  Ireland,  upon 
this  question,  and  I  hope  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  will  look  into  the  matter.  I 
cannot  hardly  expect  him  to  pledge  him- 
self, or  to  give  me  a  definite  answer  now ; 
but  I  hope  he  will  see  his  way,  at  any 
rate  next  Session,  to  appoint  a  Select 
Committee  to  inquire  into  this  matter. 
I  believe  it  would  be  very  advantageous 
if  the  inquiry  were  not  confined  solely  to 
the  question  of  amalgamation  of  work- 
houses, there  are  many  other  questions 
which  might,  with  great  advantage  to 
the  administration  of  the  Poor  Law  in 
Ireland,  be  referred  to  a  Select  Com- 
mittee of  this  House. 

Mr.  CLANCY  (DubHn,  Co.  N.): 
With  referencejto  the  question  of  the 
erection  of  labourers'  cottages  in  Ire- 
land, I  should  like  to  mention  one  or 
two  facts  in  support  of  my  hon.  Friend's 
(Mr.  Carew's)  contention,  and  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  contention  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary.  It  is 
quite  true,  as  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
states,  that  some  of  the  delay  and  some 
of  the  cost  are  necessarily  inherent  in  the 
Acts  themselves.  Certain  proceedings 
preliminary  to  the  erection  of  cottages 
are  necessary,  and  certain  expenses,  of 
course,  are  incidental  to  those  proceed- 
ings; but  we  have  from  time  to  time 
g^ven  specific  instances  in  which  the  re- 
sponsibility for  the  delay  has  rested 
upon  the  Local  Government  Board. 
Take  the  case  of  the  Celbridge  Union. 
The  period  which  intervened  between 
the  application  for  the  erection  of  cot- 
tages and  the  date  at  which  the  Local 
Government  Board  sent  down  their  In* 
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that  a  low  price  of  agricultural  produce 
prevails  in  Ireland  now.  Wheat  is  now 
80  low  that  it  does  not  pay  farmers  to 
grow  it.  They  grow  barley  very  largely 
instead,  and  they  also  grow  a  very  large 
quantity  of  oats.  Everyone  knows  what 
the  harvest  turned  out  in  Ireland  last 
year.  Not  one  farmer  in  20  was  able  to 
get  the  top  price  for  his  barley,  and  not 
one  in  20  got  but  the  lowest  price  for 
his  oats.  What  do  I  find  quoted  here 
from  Thomas  Almanac?  The  price  of 
wheat  was  10«.  per  cwt.  All  I  can  say 
is  this.  I  know  hundreds  of  farmers  in 
the  South  of  Ireland,  some  personal 
friends  of  my  own,  who  were  very  glad 
to  get  5«.  per  owt.  for  their  wheat,  and  I 
do  not  know  a  farmer  who  got  this  top 
price  for  his  wheat.  In  some  cases  it 
was  black  and  discoloured  owing  to  the 
moisture  of  the  weather.  But  I  come  to 
a  more  glaring  case.  The  price  of  oats 
is  returned  at  8«.  a  owt.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  knows  perfectly  well 
that  there  was  no  such  price  in  Ire- 
land. He  knows  the  average  price  was 
not  more  than  3«.  He  knows  more  than 
that.  Many  farmers  were  obliged  to 
bring  their  oats  back  again  because  no 
one  would  buy  them  off  them.  To  give 
you  an  idea  of  the  state  of  the  harvest  in 
Ireland  last  summer,  it  is  a  matter  of 
common  notoriety,  having  appeared  in 
the  newspapers,  that  in  hundreds  and 
thousands  of  oases  farmers  carried  their 
oats  into  the  market  and  could  not  sell 
them.  The  average  sack  of  oats  weigh 
two  cwt  in  a  good  year.  Last  year  it 
did  not  weigh  half  a  cwt.  It  was  nearly 
all  chaff,  and  the  result  was  the  poor 
men  had  to  carry  it  home  again  and  give 
it  to  their  cattle.  The  price  of  oats  then 
is  over-stated  almost  three-fourths,  be- 
cause I  maintain  that  if  you  take  the 
average  weight  given  for  the  greater 
quantity  of  that  sold  last  year  it  would 
not  exceed  3«.  or  3».  6rf.  per  cwt.  instead 
of  the  enormous  price  of  8«.  the  cwt.  I 
recollect  15  years  ago  getting  8«.  or  9«. 
for  the  best  oats  in  the  South  of  Ire- 
land. Last  year  I  saw  them  sold  for 
As.  Sd.  1  know  many  more  experienced 
farmers  than  I  am  who  are  unable  to 
get  a  better  price  in  the  Province  of 
MuDster.  Whatdo  oats  make  in  the  moun- 
tainous districts  ?  Many  farmers  were 
obliged  to  turn  their  cattle  into  it  and 
let  them  eat  the  straw.  In  a  great  many 
other  cases  it  did  not  pay  for  the  trouble 
of  threshing  it  out.     I  know  some  cases 
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where  the  men  were  obliged  to  rake  the 
crop  up.  Then-,  coming  to  barley,  we 
are  told  that  the  Irish  farmers  ought  to 
turn  their  attention  to  barley  more  than 
they  do— that  they  ought  to  grow  it 
instead  of  oats  and  wheat.  And  it  is 
pointed  out  as  an  argument  for  this 
advice  that  an  enormous  quantity  of 
malt  and  an  enormous  quantity  of  barley 
are  imported  into  Ireland  from  foreign 
countries  for  the  purpose  of  growing 
and  distilling.  Barley  was  grown  to  a 
large  extent  in  Ireland  last  year ;  but  I 
do  not  think  it  will  be  grown  to  anything 
like  the  same  extent -again,  because  it  is 
one  of  the  most  risky  crops  that  can  be 
g^own.  Unless  the  weather  is  favour- 
able, and  unless  the  soil  is  good,  it  is  a 
losing  game  to  grow  barley  at  all.  As 
a  matter  of  fact,  at  the  Bandon  distil- 
lery and  other  distilleries  in  the  South 
of  Ireland,  where  an  enormous  quantity 
of  barley  is  purchased  year  after  year, 
I  am  aware  of  this — and  I  can  g^ve  the 
right  hon.  Qentleman  figures  and  facts 
which  will  place  my  statement  beyond 
dispute — the  average  price  of  barley 
was  not  a  quarter  of  what  it  was  in  the 
years  previous  to  last  year  or  the  year 
before.  Take  my  own  case.  I  recollect 
having  sold  barley  a  few  years  ago  at 
£1  per  barrel.  Last  year  I  had  to  sell 
it  at  12«.  Barley  per  cwt.  was  8«.  last 
year — that  is,  16«.  per  barrel.  If  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  will  take  the 
trouble  to  write  to  a  gentleman  who 
was  up  to  a  short  time  ago  a  Member  of 
this  House — he  sat  for  the  borough  of 
Bandon,  and  he  was  one  of  the  greatest 
distillers  in  the  South  of  Ireland — or  if 
he  will  take  the  trouble  to  oommunicate 
with  Mr.  Shaw,  another  gentleman  who 
occupied  a  prominent  position  in  this 
House  a  short  time  ago,  and  who  is 
connected  with  a  prominent  distillery — 
he  will  find  the  average  price  of  barley 
was  not  4«.  last  year.  And,  as  a  matter 
of  fact,  the  Bandon  distillery  bought 
barley  at  very  much  less  than  4«.  a  owt. 
The  farmers  were  obliged  to  give  it  to 
their  cattle.  It  was  absolutely  unsale- 
able. Here  we  have  the  highest  price 
given  by  Guiness's  for  the  best  barley 
last  year  quoted  in  Thorn's  Almanac.  If 
I  was  to  quote  the  average  price  of 
barley  throughout  the  country  I  would 
not  say  2«.  6^,  a  owt.,  because  it  has 
been  given  to  the  cattle  for  want  of 
buyers.  Such  a  Keturn  as  this  is  not 
satisfactory.     The  system  which  pre* 
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Tails  is  one  that  should  be  abolislied, 
particularly  in  the  face  of  the  facts 
stated  by  my  hon.  Friend  the  Member 
for  North  Oork.  The  significance  of 
this  Eeturn  is  much  greater  than  it  has 
been  before.  The  other  day  we  had, 
contrary  to  tlie  express  wishes  of  the 
National  Party  from  Ireland,  and  con- 
trary to  the  wishes  of  the  great  majority 
of  the  Liberal  Members  of  this  House, 
a  clause  embodied  in  an  important  Act 
of  Parliament  which  directs  the  Land 
Commissioners  in  making  reductions  on 
the  judicial  rents  in  Ireland — and  this 
will  affect  at  least  200,000,  or  a  third 
of  the  tenantry  of  Ireland— we  have 
these  men  directed  by  the  House  of 
Commons  in  these  circumstances,  that 
in  the  reduction  of  the  rents  fixed  be- 
tween 1881  and  last  year  they  shall 
have  regard  to  prices,  and  prices  alone. 
"Where  will  they  get  their  prices  ?  Will 
they  come  to  me  as  a  tenant  farmer  to 
give  them  an  idea  of  what  I  have  been 
realizing  as  a  tenant  farmer  ?  It  is  said 
we  only  make  these  statements  for  our 
own  benefit.  I  do  not  care  a  pinch,  so 
far  as  I  am  concerned,  what  is  said  by 
landlords;  but  I  do  say  this — that  if 
they  want  to  get  at  the  real  and  true 
figures  which  have  been  given  for  agri- 
cultural produce  for  the  last  two  or 
three  years — for  the  last  four  or  five 
years — since  the  passing  of  the  Land 
Act  of  1881,  they  will  have  to  cast 
aside  altogether  the  official  Eeturns  for 
these  years— they  will  have  to  com- 
mence afresh.  They  must  go  down  to 
the  South  of  Ireland — to  the  corn 
market  in  Cork — to  the  butter  market 
there,  which  is  the  greatest  market  for 
butter  in  the  world  I  understand ;  and 
they  must  ascertain,  what  I  have  already 
stated,  the  amount  of  butter  sold,  the 
particular  period  of  the  year,  and  the 
particular  prices.  They  must  base  their 
calculations  on  what  was  sold  at  a  par- 
ticular month  and  at  a  particular  price, 
and  compare  it  with  the  quantity  sold 
at  another  period,  and  the  price  ob- 
tained. The  market  virtually  closes  in 
the  month  of  November  or  December, 
when  butter  is,  perhaps,  at  130«.  or  140«. 
per  cwt.,  wherean  nine-tenths  of  the 
farmers  of  the  country  have  disposed  of 
all  their  butter  by  the  month  of  August. 
And  in  such  a  year  as  this — a  dry  and 
parched  year — I  do  not  believe  that  in 
the  mountainous  districts  the  average 
farmer,  who  keeps  only  a  few  cows,  will 
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make  a  single  firkin  of  butter  after  the 
month  of  July.  He  might  be  able  to  go 
into  the  local  markets,  and  sell  a  few 
pounds  of  butter  occasionally ;  but  I 
say  this  system,  which  is  carried  on  in 
a  manner  contrary  to  that  which  I  have 
indicated,  and  which  I  think  is  the  true 
method  of  arriving  at  a  proper  conclu- 
sion, can  have  nothing  but  a  disastrous 
effect  on  the  future  of  the  tenant 
farmers  of  the  country.  I  would, 
therefore,  suggest  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  in  view  of  the  important 
nature  of  this  Eeturn  now,  and  in  view 
of  the  tremendous  issues  which  I  sug- 
gest are  involved  in  a  proper  and  a 
satisfactory  Heturn,  such  as  will  not 
mislead  the  Land  Commissioners — I 
would  impress  on  the  Qovernment  the 
desirability  of  taking  this  question 
into  their  best  consideration.  Now, 
Sir,  to  go  a  little  further,  I  find  pota- 
toes quoted  at  60«.  per  ton.  I  was  up 
in  Lincolnshire  a  couple  of  months  ago, 
at  the  end  of  this  season,  and  potatoes 
were  much  higher  than  during  any 
season  of  the  year.  I  was  there  about 
the  1st  of  June  or  the  end  of  May,  and 
I  ascertained  that  at  that  season  of  the 
year  great  waste  had  taken  place,  and 
the  farmers  were  glad  to  sell  their  pota- 
toes in  the  London  Market  for  40«.  or 
45«.  per  ton.  In  Ireland  I  have  no 
hesitation  in  saying  the  average  price 
of  potatoes — that  the  great  bulk  of 
potatoes  were  sold  in  the  Irish  markets 
at  an  average  price  of  not  more  than 
35«.  per  ton;  and  most  of  the  Irish 
farmers  last  September  would  have 
been  glad  to  get  35«.  or  40«.  a  ton. 
Turnips  are  returned  at  20«.  a  ton. 
Well,  that  is  a  matter  on  which  I  do 
not  think  I  need  trouble  the  Committee. 
Now,  this  is  the  last  item  which  I  shall 
press  on  the  attention  of  the  Govern- 
ment. Hay  is  returned  at  45«.  a  ton. 
Does  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  believe 
that  the  average  price  of  hay  is  45«.  a 
a  ton  when  the  crop  was  a  very  large 
one  ?  I  have  bought  hay  within  the 
past  three  months  in  the  present  har- 
vest, and  had  it  delivered  10  miles 
to  me,  and  passed  through  the  Cork 
Market  at  £1  per  ton.  The  last  winter 
I  sold  an  enormous  quantity  of  hay — 
and  perhaps  I  sell  more  hay  than  any 
farmer  in  the  County  Oork — and  the 
average  price  I  got  in  the  Cork  Market, 
for  the  very  best  hay,  well  saved,  was 
from  82«.  to  d5«.  a  ton.    I  should  have 
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been  glad  to  sell  100  or  200  tons  of  hay 
last  September  for  85«.  a  ton,  if  I  could 
have  got  anyone  to  do  business  with  me  ; 
but  I  could  not  get  anyone.  Yet  here, 
in  this  Return,  we  have  it  quoted  at  45«. 
a  ton.  What  kind  of  rents  can  be  fixed 
by  the  Land  Commissioners  when  they 
come  to  consider  these  prices  in  relation 
to  the  prices  of  the  present  year  ?  I 
suppose  the  prices  for  the  present  year 
will  be  put  down  at  the  same  rate,  per- 
haps more.  But  I  do  say  that  this  is 
one  of  the  most  serious  things  which  we 
could  take  into  our  consideration.  I  say 
that  I  speak  upon  this  question  with 
more  authority  than  almost  any  hon. 
Member  on  these  Benches ;  and  I  say 
to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  if  he  has 
been  devoting  any  of  his  time  to  Ireland, 
from  contact  with  the  farmers  of  his  own 
district  and  with  his  own  tenants,  he 
must  be  aware  that  the  facts  I  have 
stated  cannot  be  controverted.  Under 
tliese  circumstances,  I  would  again  re- 
iterate my  hope  that  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman who  has  undertaken  the  govern- 
ment of  Ireland  will  investigate  the 
points  I  have  raised,  and  before  any 
serious  steps  are  taken  for  the  revision 
of  judicial  rents  that  they  will  take  care 
that  a  true  average  is  to  be  ascertained 
with  regard  to  agricultural  prices. 

Me.  FLYNN  :  This  question  has  been 
too  often  passed  by,  receiving  but  little 
attention,  and  I  am  glad  that  attention 
has  been  arrested  by  it  on  the  present 
occasion  in  view  of  the  interest  ts^en  on 
these  Benches  on  the  subject.  My  hon. 
Friend  who  has  just  sat  down  has  given 
a  clear  and  convincing  case  for  tho- 
roughly overhauling  this  Department. 
The  figures  on  which  they  have  based 
their  conclusions  are  thoroughly  mis- 
leading, and  have  undoubtedly  acted 
adversely  to  the  interest  of  the  tenant 
farmers  of  Ireland.  I  would  like,  in 
connection  with  this  very  important  sub- 
ject, to  point  to  one  matter  which  it  is 
possible  has  escaped  the  attention  of 
Her  Majesty's  Ministers,  and  others  con- 
nected with  the  administration  of  Irish 
affairs.  The  question  of  the  price  of 
butter  has  mu«.-h  to  do  with  the  question 
of  rent  paid,  especially  in  the  South  of 
Ireland.  To  all  hon.  and  right  hon. 
Gentlemen  who  are  interested,  and  who, 
I  hope,  will  be  prepared  to  carry  out  the 
suggestions  of  my  hon.  Friend  the  Mem> 
ber  for  West  \[ayo  y^Mr.  lVasv\  I  would 
like  to  point  to  the  evidence  srivon  before 
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the  Hoyal  Commission  by  Mr.  Clansby, 
of  Cork,  on  this  very  question  of  butter, 
because  we  find  the  price  of  butter  quoted 
in  27tom*8  Almanac,  which  is  the  official 
authority,  and  the  price  of  butter  quoted 
by  Ministers  in  this  House  in  reply  to 
the  arguments  whicli  were  advanced  on 
the  Bill  of  my  hon.  Friend  the  Member 
for  Cork  City  (Mr.  Parnell)  last  Septem- 
ber were  utterly  misleading,  and  as 
wrong  as  it  was  possible  for  them  to  be. 
In  many  cases  they  were  40  and  50,  and 
in  some  cases  60  per  cent  above  the  price 
of  the  article  in  question.  Mr.  Clausby's 
method  of  arriving  at  the  price  of  butter 
was  this.  He  took  the  quantities  de- 
livered in  the  Cork  markets  month  by 
month;  he  took  the  average  monthly 
price  of  the  various  qualities,  taking  the 
mean  price  in  each  month ;  and,  contrast- 
ing the  one  with  the  other,  be  took  the 
price  per  pound  of  the  quantities  de- 
livered throughout  the  entire  year.  We 
do  not  say  that  that  can  be  done  in  re- 
gard to  all  commodities ;  but,  with  regard 
to  the  great  staple  commodity  of  batter, 
the  price  in  the  Cork  Market  rales  the 
price  of  butter  not  only  in  Ireland,  but 
also  in  Great  Britain  very  largely.  What 
I  have  suggested  can  be  done  where 
there  are  well-kept  markets.  Of  this 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  may  be  per- 
fectly assured — ^that  if  the  Begistrar 
General  receives  explicit  directions  from 
the  Government  to  compile  these  im- 
portant statistics  in  the  manner  we  have 
indicated,  he  will  receive  eyery  possible 
assistance  from  the  officials  and  secre- 
taries of  the  local  markets  all  over  Ire- 
land, who  are  all  interested  in  arriving 
at  a  fair  idea  of  the  average  price  pre- 
vailing in  regard  to  all  agricultural  pro- 
duce. But,  Sir,  it  does  require  an  ex- 
plicit direction  from  the  Gk>vemment  to 
the  Eeg^strar  General  that  this  should 
be  carried  out,  because  there  are  other 
influences  at  work.  There  are  influences 
at  work  in  Ireland  which  find  expression 
in  this  House  and  elsewhere,  which 
would  prevent  this  from  being  done; 
and  if  we  do  not  get  some  distinct 
guarantee  from  the  Government — if  we 
do  not  get  something  definite  from  the 
Government  this  evening  on  this  Vote 
in  reference  to  the  Registrar  General's 
future  action — no  good  will  come  of  this 
discussion.  These  points  will  have  to  be 
raised  all  over  again,  and,  in  the  mean- 
time, a  great  injustice  will  have  been 
done  to  the  tenant  £umen  of  Ireland. 


709 


Supply — Civil 


{August  31,  1887}  Service  Estimates.        710 


The  Rules  of  Debate,  Mr.  Courtney,  will 
prevent  me  from  going  into  the  question 
of  judicial  rents ;  but  I  have  my  opinion 
as  to  the  hardship  of  judicial  rents,  and 
the  complaints  made  as  to  the  unjust 
scale  on  which  these  rents  are  fixed,  and 
this  to  a  large  extent  by  the  Sub-Com- 
missioners going  on  Beturns  prepared 
by  the  Registrar  General,  and  not  upon 
the  circumstances  of  the  locality.  Hence 
you  had  two  sets  of  facts.  You  had  the 
Sub-Commissioners  going  round  to  ad- 
minister what  wan  intended  to  be  a  bene- 
ficent Act  of  the  Legislature,  believing 
that  they  were  doing  their  duty  con- 
scientiously between  landlord  and  tenant 
in  arriving  at  a  fair  value  of  the  land. 
At  the  same  time,  they  were  totally  in 
error.  And  you  have  the  tenant  farmers 
— who,  together  with  their  advocates, 
are  unable,  on  account  of  having  such  an 
authority  as  this,  to  make  representations 
to  the  Commissioners — suffering  this 
injustice,  and  grumbling  at  what  they 
believe  to  be  an  unjust  scale  fixed.  I 
believe  that  unjust  scale  was  arrived  at 
on  account  of  the  defects  in  the  work  of 
the  Registrar  General.  I  have  no  desire 
to  be  captious  on  this  Vote,  and  to  throw 
blame  on  the  Registrar  General  and  his 
ofiice;  but  it  is  the  system  on  which 
they  have  gone  that  I  blame.  That 
system  is  notorious.  It  has  been  pointed 
out  in  the  leading  paper  in  Dublin — 
The  Freeman^ 8  Journal — the  injustice  of 
this  system  has  been  pointed  out  on 
more  than  one  occasion.  Attention 
has  also  been  called  to  it  by  ex- 
perts in  agriculture  who  have  written 
from  time  to  time  in  agricultural 
journals  ;  and  still  the  Registrar  Gene- 
ral has  gone  on  the  same  system  which, 
as  has  been  proved  conclusively  here  this 
afternoon,  is  utterly  misleading  and  un- 
just. I  feel  grateful  to  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  for  the 
undertaking  he  gave  us  to  look  into  the 
matter;  but  I  would  feel  additional 
gratitude,  and  I  think  this  debate 
would  be  productive  of  some  real  ulti- 
mate benefit,  if  he  could,  on  behalf  of 
the  Government,  give  us  some  assurance 
that  he  would  issue  some  explicit  direc- 
tions to  the  Registrar  General  to  frame 
these  tables  upon  the  data  which  we 
have  suggested,  and  upon  a  system  very 
different  from  that  which  at  present 
prevails  in  his  office. 

Mr.   M.  J.  KENNY:    I  think    we 
ought  to  have  some  reply  from  the  Chief 


Secretary  for  Ireland  to  the  able  and 
damaging  speech  of  my  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  "West  Mayo  (Mr.  Deasy), 
who  ha»  made  a  speech  of  great  power 
and  of  great  force  which  cannot  be  dis- 
regarded. By  the  proposal  of  this  Vote 
we  are  asked  to  undertake  a  further 
expense  as  to  the  collection  of  these 
statistics,  and  it  is  upon  the  accuracy  or 
otherwise  of  these  statistics  that  the  fate 
of  hundreds  and  thousands  of  Irish 
farmers  will  depend  for  the  next  three 
years.  If  judicial  rents  are  to  be  fixed 
on  rates  which  are  infinitely  too  high — 
sometimes  as  much  as  three  or  four 
times  higher  than  they  ought  to  be 
according  to  the  real  average  of  prices — 
then  the  suggestion  thrown  out  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  South  Tyrone  (Mr. 
T.  W.  Russell),  that  rents  in  Ireland 
will  be  raised  instead  of  lowered,  will 
become  an  accomplished  fact.  This  is 
too  serious  a  question  to  be  passed  by, 
and  I  should  like  to  know  what  the 
Parliamentary  Under  Secretary  (Colonel 
King-Harman)  has  to  say  upon  it,  for 
he  is  one  of  the  persons  who  will  be  con- 
cerned by  the  overhauling  of  judicial 
rents.  But  he  is  also  a  Member  of  the 
Government,  and  he  is  bound,  as  the 
mouthpiece  of  the  Government,  to  offer 
some  reply  to  the  observations  of  my 
hon.  Friend ;  because  it  is  perfectly 
clear  that  the  system  of  compiling  these 
Returns  year  after  year  goes  on  in  a 
manner  which  makes  the  figures  when 
obtained  absolutely  worthless.  ThonCs 
Almanac  copies  from  the  Registrar 
General,  and,  vice  versd,  the  Registrar 
General  copies  from  Thomas  Almanac. 
We  have  no  knowledge  of  the  system 
adopted  by  the  Registrar  General  in 
collecting  these  statistics ;  but  Thomas 
Almanac  is  made  up  in  the  interests  of 
the  landlords,  and  I  remember  that 
when  it  came  to  be  a  caluulation  of  the 
number  of  persons  on  the  rates  for  the 
purpose  of  the  Redistribution  of  Seats 
Act  there  was  an  alteration  made  there 
manifestly  for  the  purpose  of  securing  a 
separate  representation  in  Parliament 
for  the  town  of  Lisburn.  It  is  all  very 
well  for  the  Government  to  say  that  the 
Sub-Commissioners  would  go  by  the 
Registrar  General  in  revising  the  rents. 
But  I  believe  the  Registrar  General 
simply  makes  a  calculation  based  on  the 
figures  he  finds  in  Thoni^s  Almanac, 
and  thus  they  work  into  each  other's 
hands.    The  Registrar   General  takes 
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hints  from  Thomas  Almanac ^  and  Thomas 
Almanac  may  sometimes  take  hints  from 
the  Registrar  General.     We  know  the 
manner  in  which  use  has  been  made 
of   these  figures.     This   system   of  the 
Registrar    Generalship   is    a    humbug 
and  imposture,  and  ought  to  be  exposed  ; 
and  it  should  bo  understood   that   the 
revision  of  rents  is  to  be  calculated  on 
the  basis  of  fictitious  prices.  That  being 
the  case,  it  is  almost  certain  that,  in- 
stead of  receiving    relief    from  rocent 
legislation,  the  state  of  facts  is  likely  to 
be  aggravated  rather  than  relieved  by  it. 
Mr.  BLANE  (Armagh,  S.) :  I  should 
like     to     call     attention     to     tho   fact 
that    the    statistics   of     the    Registrar 
General  are  made  up  from  the  Returns 
collected  by  the  police,  who  first  take 
them    to   tho    agents  of  the   landlords 
in   the    district.     Now,  I  have  known 
in   the    county    of    Armagh,    and     in 
some  other  counties  as  well,   that  the 
police     have    gathered    together   these 
statistics   for    the   Registrar   General; 
but  before  they  were  taken  to  him  the 
figures  have   been    supervised   by   the 
local  agents  of  the  landlords,  who  were 
on  the  Commission  of  the  Peace,  for  the 
purpose  of  making  the  Return  as  false  as 
possible.     That  is  the  way  in  which  the 
Constabulary    make    the    Returns    for 
flax  and  other  things  in  the  North  of 
Ireland.     The  Returns  I  know  are  alto- 
gether fictitious,  because,  before  being 
returned  to  the  Registrar  General,  they 
are    supervised  by  those  local  agents. 
It  is,   therefore,    of    no    use    for    the 
Under  Secretary  to  rise  and  tell  us  that 
the  Returns  are  not  compiled  from  these 
almanacs  that  my  right  hon.  Friend  has 
referred  to,  but  from  independent  exa- 
mination by  the  police  in  the  district, 
because  that  is  not  «o.     Any  man  who 
has  taken  the  least  trouble  about  the 
matter  knows  that  when  the  police  have 
been   out    and  have  got  the   Returns, 
those  Returns    are  supervised   by    tho 
agents  of  the  landlords  in  tho  district, 
who  are  in  the  Commission  of  the  Peace 
and  have  power  over  the  police.     These 
agents  correct  the  Returns  before  they 
go  to  the  Registrar  General,  and,  there- 
fore, you  are  playing  into  the  hands  of 
the  landlord  party.     How,    then,    can 
you  come  down  to  the  House  and  say 
that  certain   statistics  show  that  more 
rent  can  be  paid  ?     The  rents  can  only  be 
raised  by   the  action  of  the   police    in 
working  into  the  hands  of  the  landlord 
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party.  Now,  I  protest  against  any 
parties  coming  down  to  this  House  and 
representing  the  landlords  and  saying 
that  these  Returns  are  not  challenged. 
It  is  of  no  use  for  the  Parliamentary 
Under  Secretary  to  say  that  these 
Returns  are  made  independently  by  the 
police.  I  say  they  are  not,  for  the  police 
cannot  make  them  independent  of  the 
local  magistrates,  and,  therefore,  they  are 
not  reliable;  and  I  join  with  my  hon. 
Friend  in  protesting  against  the  Returns 
now  made  by  the  Registrar  General. 

The  PARLIAMENTARY  UNDER 
SECRETARY  fob  IRELAND  (Colonel 
KiNO-HAasf  an)  (Kent,  Isle  of  Thanet) : 
I  have  had  a  pretty  good  experience  of 
Ireland  and  Irish  affairs;  but  I  mast 
say  that  the  statement  of  ^e  hon.  Gen- 
tleman who  has  just  sat  down  (Mr. 
Blane)  came  upon  me  with  great  sur- 
prise. If  the  hon.  Qentleman  can  and 
will  forward  to  us  one  single  case  of  a 
policeman  who,  after  collecting  statistics, 
Fiad  taken  them  to  a  land  agent  or  to  a 
landlord  before  sending  them  to  the 
Registrar  General,  I  will  pledge  myaeli 
that  I  will  take  care  that  that  case  is 
sifted  to  the  yery  bottom,  and  I  believe 
that  that  policeman  who  may  be  proved 
to  have  so  acted  will  find  that  he  has 
done  60  at  his  peril.  As  to  the  main 
question,  I  did  not  intend  to  have  risea ; 
but  I  must  say  that  I  listened  with  great 
interest  to  the  speech  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  West  Mayo  (Mr.  Deasy),  and  I 
can  assure  him  that  it  shall  receive  tho 
serious  consideration  of  Her  Majesty's 
Government. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  I  may  point  out 
that  this  Vote  is  reduced  by  £38  from 
what  it  was  last  year.  I  wish  to  ask 
the  hon.  Gentleman  whether  it  is  not  tho 
fact  that  strong  complaints  have  been 
made  that  some  of  the  police  who  were 
to  have  furnished  the  Returns  have 
neglected  their  duty  and  did  not  do  it, 
in  consequence  of  the  fact  that  they  had 
other  duties  to  perform  in  connection 
with  evictions,  &c.  ?  I  notice  that  the 
Vote  is  less  by  £38  for  their  services 
than  it  was  last  year.  The  question  of 
these  Returns  has  now  beoome  one  of 
national  importance,  and  I  wish  to  say 
that  if  the  service  is  to  be  oontinuod  at 
all,  money  should  not  be  spared  upon  it. 
I  would  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Trea- 
sury why  it  is  that  a  Vote  of  national 
importance  in  less  this  year  by  £38  than 
it  was  last  year  7 
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Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  I  understand 
that  tho  reason  for  the  reduction  has 
nothing  whatever  to  do  with,  and  is  in 
no  way  connected  with,  the  effi.ciencj  of 
the  collection  of  the  statistics. 

Mr.  DEASY  :  While  I  accept  the 
assurance  of  the  right  hon.  and  gallant 
Gentleman  (Colonel  King-Harman)  I 
should  like  to  say  that  I  hope  the  Go- 
vernment will  endeavour  to  do  something 
which  will  have  the  effect  of  bringing 
about  the  reconstruction  of  the  Office  in 
Dublin,  which  shall  result  in  giving 
some  really  valuable  guidance  to  the 
Sab- Commissioners  or  the  Land  Com- 
missioners is  assessing  fair  rents  on 
leaseholders. 

Mr.  BIGGAR  :  There  is  one  question 
which  I  should  like  to  put  to  the  Finan- 
cial Secretary  to  the  Treasury  (Mr. 
Jackson)  on  this  Vote.  The  salary  of 
the  Secretary  in  this  Vote  includes  re- 
muneration for  Census  duties.  But  the 
Census  is  only  taken  once  every  10 
years.  I  do  not  see  why  this  gentleman 
should  have  a  permanent  addition  to  his 
yearly  salary  for  Census  duties,  and  I 
think  that,  in  point  of  fact,  when  the 
Census  is  taken,  the  Secretary  gets  a  Yery 
large  lump  sum  for  his  extra  labour.  Of 
course,  this  annual  addition  to  his  salary 
for  Census  duties  amounts  at  the  end 
of  10  years  to  a  very  substantial  sum. 
The  hon.  Gentleman  will,  perhaps,  ex- 
plain that. 

The  secretary  to  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  Jackson)  (Leeds,  N.) :  I 
believe  the  fact  is  that  he  used  to  get  a 
bonus ;  but  this  question  was  raised 
last  year,  and  it  was  then  pointed  out 
that  there  was  an  arrangement  made  by 
which  he  should  have  an  extra  salary 
for  the  future  instead. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY:  Nothing  could 
be  worse  than  to  give  an  annual  sum 
in  connection  with  Census  duties,  because 
it  leads  to  action  of  a  mischievous 
kind,  for  the  thing  which  ought  to  be 
done  as  quickly  as  possible  is  prolonged 
over  10  years.  I  remember  a  man 
engaged  on  this  work  being  asked  how 
long  it  would  last,  and  he  replied  that 
*^ho  thought,  with  judicious  manage- 
ment, he  could  make  it  last  to  the  next 
decennial  period."  The  Government 
should  consider  these  duties  and  give  a 
lump  sum  to  the  gentlemen  who  have  to 
perform  them. 

Mr.  BIGGAR  :  We  ought  not  to 
keep  up  a  Icurge  permanent  staff  with 


nothing  to  do.  I  believe  that  if  this 
Office  were  re- arranged  we  should  not 
have  to  pay  so  much  in  salaries.  We 
want  a  thorough  reorganization  of  the 
Public  Departments,  and  it  is  the  same 
with  the  Army  and  Navy. 

Vote  agreed  to. 

(5.)  £12,047,  to  complete  the  sum  for 
the  Valuation  and  Boundary  Survey, 
Ireland. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Longford,  N.): 
I  wish  to  ask  the  Government  when  this 
survey  will  be  finished  in  Ireland  on  a 
similar  scale  to  that  which  I  am  glad  to 
say  has  been  completed  for  England  ? 

The  secretary  to  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  Jackson)  (Leeds,  N.):  That 
is  not  in  this  Vote.  I  have  an  answer 
to  give  to  that  when  the  Vote  comes  on. 

Mr.  DEASY  (Mayo,  W.) :  I  should 
like  to  know  what  the  Government  are 
doing  with  regard  to  this  Boundary 
Commission  ?  The  Boundary  Commis- 
sioners went  to  Cork  and  held  an  in- 
vestigation there  for  two  days,  and 
strong  evidence  was  given  in  favour  of 
the  ^x tension  of  the  boundaries  of  the 
city  so  as  to  include  some  of  the  villasiof 
a  great  many  wealthy  merchants.  As  I 
understand  it,  the  Boundary  Commis- 
sioners made  a  Report,  or  a  recommen- 
dation to  the  Government  at  the  time, 
to  have  the  wishes  of  the  great  majo- 
rity of  the  ratepayers  carried  into  exe- 
cution. But  for  the  last  half-dozen  years 
since  that  Boundary  Commission  went 
to  Cork  and  made  that  recommendation 
nothing  has  been  done.  Now,  I  should 
like  to  know  whether  that  delay  has 
been  caused  by  the  Boundary  Commis- 
sioners themselves,  and,  if  not,  who  is 
responsible?  I  need  hardly  point  out 
to  the  hon.  Gentleman  that  this  matter 
is  one  of  the  most  vitcd  importance  to  the 
ratepayers  of  the  city.  Those  who  are 
best  able  to  pay  for  the  lighting  of  the 
city  and  for  keeping  it  in  ordor  take 
care  to  reside  outside  the  boundary,  and 
pay  nothing  to  the  municipality.  The 
recommendations  of  the  Commission,  if 
not  carried  out  now,  will  have  to  be 
revised  in  a  couple  of  years  more,  and 
after  that  next  revision  and  inquiry  we 
shall  have  another  delay  of  half-a-dozen 
years,  so  that  this  century  will  probably 
see  no  alteration.  I  would  ask  the  hon. 
Gentleman  in  charge  of  this  what  ho 
intends  doing  in  connection  with  it — whe- 
ther he  will  make  inquiries  and  see  that 
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the  recommendations  have  been  made 
by  the  unanimous  direction  of  the  Com- 
missioners ;  and,  if  so,  whether  he  will 
see  that  these  recommendations  are  at 
once  carried  into  effect?  Will  he  do 
away,  once  and  for  all,  with  this  glaring 
injustice  to  the  ratepayers  of  the  city? 

Mr.  M.  J.  KENNY  (Tyrone,  Mid) : 
I  have  called  attention  many  times  to 
the  negligence  with  regard  to  the  Ee- 
port  of  the  Boundary  Commissioners, 
which  was  given  as  far  back  as  1881. 

Mr.  BIGGAR  (Cavan,  W.) :  It  was 
1879. 

Mr.  M.  J.  KENNY :  The  Commis- 
sion was  appointed  in  1879,  and  the 
Report  came  out  some  time  afterwards. 
The  then  Commission  made  some  recom- 
mendations, and  with  them  they  sent 
plans  of  the  different  boroughs  in  Ire- 
land, with  suggestions  for  the  alteration 
of  the  boundaries.  Well,  Sir,  that  Re- 
port, .^as  been  before  Parliament  for 
many  yb«M,  and  we  have  repeatedly 
referred  tortj«.^ear  after  year,  on  the 
Estimates;  but, fl^i^ithstanding  all  that, 
nothing  whatevei^i^done.  ^_Now,  Sir,  I 
thinkdi^'TSiy  hon.  Friend  oughtlH3c-to 
Ji^flfifisfied  with  a  mere  assurance  from 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  (Mr.  Jack- 
son), who,  of  course,  is  bound  to  give 
an  assurance  of  some  kind  to  placate 
opposition,  that  he  will  inquire  into  this 
matter.  We  want  to  know  what  is  to 
be  done.  There  is  a  wealth  of  material 
as  to  the  views  of  the  ratepayers,  and 
there  are  the  recommendations  of  the 
Commissioners  themselves.  These  re- 
commendations have  been  before  Par- 
liament so  long  a  time  that  the  rate- 
payers believe  their  adoption  will  not  be 
passed.  Successive  Governments  have 
done  absolutely  nothing  in  the  question. 
This  is  a  question  pre-eminently  for 
the  present  Government.  As  their  con- 
scientious Predecessors  have  not  been 
successful,  here  is  a  splendid  chance  for 
them  to  see  whether  they  cannot  be 
successful.  So  far  as  I  can  ascertain, 
all  residents  in  the  boroughs  in  Ireland 
are  extremely  anxious  to  see  the  recom- 
mendations of  the  Commission  carried 
into  effect  at  once. 

Mr.  murphy  (Dublin,  St.  Pa- 
trick's) :  The  present  Government  ought 
not  to  be  slow  in  giving  legislative  effect 
to  the  Report  of  the  Commissioners. 
That  Report  deals  not  only  with  the 
City  of  Cork,  but  with  the  boundaries 
of  all  the  principal  towns  in  Ireland, 

Mr,  Beasy 


and  proposes  to  adjust  and  improve  the 
boundaries  everywhere.  In  the  City  of 
Dublin  we  have  a  number  of  excre- 
scences in  the  form  of  townships  lying 
beyond  the  City,  but  having  the  bene- 
fit of  all  its  institutions  and  advantages, 
and  of  all  the  expenditure  which  it  has 
been  obliged  to  incur.  These  townships 
ought  to  be  in  the  City  of  Dublin.  These 
are  things  whic|i  have  been  before  the 
country  fbr  quite  seven  years ;  and  I  think 
the  Government  ought  to  take  up  the 
recommendations  of  their  own  Royal 
Commission,  and  give  them  legal  form 
and  binding  effect. 

Mr.  JACKSON  :  I  can  only  say  that 
I  will  inquire  into  this  matter.  I  do  not 
know  whether  it  is  the  fault  of  the 
Commissioners  or  not. 

Mr.  M.  J.  KENNY :  It  is  not  their 
fault ;  it  is  vour  fault. 

Mr.  JACKSON:  Well,  if  it  is  our 
fault,  I  can  only  say  that  I  will  look 
into  it.  But  it  does  not  rest  with  the  De- 
partment— it  rests  with  the  Government 
to  assign  the  means  of  patting  it  right. 

Mr.  BIGGAR:  I  should  like  to  call 
^he  hon.  Gentleman's  tittention  to  the 
fact  that  four  temporary  valuers  and 
surveyors  have  been  got  rid  of ;  but,  at 
the  same  time,  four  permanent  valuers 
and  assistant  surveyors  have  been  added 
to  the  staff  at  a  much  lower  salary.  I 
would  ask  what  is  the  reason  for  the 
addition  of  these  four  assistant  surveyors 
and  valuers  ?  I  think  the  principal  valua- 
tion and  survey  of  Ireland  took  place 
many  years  ago,  and  it  does  not  seem 
to  me  that  there  has  been  any  oocasion 
for  an  addition  to  the  permanent  staff. 

Mr.  JACKSON:  Four  supernume- 
raries of  a  high  class  have  been  dis- 
pensed with,  and  four  of  a  lower  dass 
have  been  added. 

Vote  agreed  to. 

Resolutions  to  be  reported  To-morrow. 

Committee  to  sit  again  To-morrow, 

Q  UESTIONS. 

LABOURERS*  ALLOTMENTS  BILL. 

Colonel  NOLAN  (Galway,  N.)  asked, 
Whether  the  Government  had  oome  to  a 
decision  as  to  the  extension  of  the  Allot- 
ments Bill  to  Ireland  ? 

The  president  op  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  Ritohib) 
(Tower  Hamlets,  St.  George's)  said,  tbat 
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the  matter  had  been  very  carefully  con-  QUESTIONS. 

sidered,  and  after  deliberating  with  the  

Irish  Officers  the  Government  had  come  _    ^«^„«    ^„ 

to  the   conclusion   that  they  could  not  ^^ST    OFFICE -MONEY    ORDER    DE- 

extend  the  Bill  to  Ireland  for  reasons  PARTMENT-THIRD  CLASS  CLERKS, 

which  he  would  state  to-morrow.     One  Mr.     CALDWELL    (Glasgow,    St. 

reason  was  that  so  late  a  period  of  the  Rollox)  (for  Mr.  Hobhouse)  (Somerset, 

Session  had  been  reached  that  no  time  E.)  asked  the  Postmaster  General,  Whe- 

could  be  found  for  discussing  the  large  ther  all  the   third    class  clerks   in   the 

number  of  Amendments  that  must  be  Money  Order  Department   of  the  Post 

introduced  if  the  Bill   were  to  be  ex-  Office  have  been  for   some   years,  and 

tended  to  Ireland.  ^re  still,  receiving  much  lower  salaries 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Longford,  N.)  than  third  class  clerks  in  other  Depart- 

said,  that  the   discussions   that   would  ments  of  the   Post  Office  ;    and,  if  so, 

arise  upon  the   new   clause   excluding  what  steps  it  is    proposed   to  take    to 

Ireland  from  the  Bill  would  probably  place  them  on  an  equality  with  the  other 

occupy  as  much  time  as  would  be  occu-  third  class  clerks,  and   to   recompense 

pied    by   the  Amendments  consequent  t^^m  for  the  comparative  loss  they  have 

upon  its  inclusion.     Time,  in  fact,  might  sustained  ;    and,  whether  any  appoint- 

be  saved   by  allowing  the  measure  to  ments  elsewhere  have    been   ofiFered  to 

extend  to  Ireland.  the  clerks  now  in  the  Money  Order  Office 

Mr.  MASON  asked  whether  the  de-  that  would  benefit  them  without  inflict- 

cision   of    the   Government   applied   to  ing  loss  of  seniority  and  position  ? 

Scotland  also  ?  Tiie    POSTMASTER     GENEEAL 

Mr.  RITCHIE:  Yes,   Sir;  it    does.  (Mr.  Raikes)  (Cambridge  University) : 

With  regard  to  what  had  fallen  from  The  Question  of  the  hon.  Member  re- 

the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for  North  ^©rs  to  the  few  clerks  who  still  remain 

Longford(Mr.T.M.Healy),hemightsay  oQ    the   old  third-class  of  the    Money 

that  the  period  of  the  Session  was  only  Order  Office.     It  is  not  my  intention  to 

one  of  the  reasons  which  he  would  have  ^^^^  a°J    alteration  in  their   salaries, 

to  state  tomorrow ;  and  he  hoped  that  Two  of  them  have  recently  been   ap- 

when  the  other  reasons  were  stated  the  pointed  to  other  offices,  and,  as  fitting 

hon.  and    learned  Member's  fear  with  opportunities  occur,  I  shall  be  glad  to 

reference  to  the  time  necessary  to  dis-  promote  the  others,  if  duly  qualified. 

cuss  the  new  clauses  would  not  be  rea-  ,  , ^ «„„^^^.^  .^r«   ,«^« 

jj^Q^  PRIVATE  EXECUTIONS  ACT,  1868— 

House  adjourned  at  five  minutes  EXECUTION    OF    ISRAEL    LIPSKI   AT 

before  Six  o'clock.  NEWGATE. 

Mr.  F.  PARKER  (Oxfordshire,  Hen- 

ley)  (for  Mr.  Kenton)  (Denbigh,  &c.) 

asked  the  Secretary   of  State  for    the 

HOUSE    OF     COMMONS,  Home  Department,  Whether  his  atten- 
tion has  been  called  to  the  fact  that  at  a 

Thursday,  Ut  September,  1887.  J'^^f^*  execution  a  large  crowd  was  col- 

lected  round  Newgate  Prison,  and  that 

on  the  hoisting  of  the  black  flag  cheers 

were  raised  by  those  assembled;    and, 

^IINUTES.]— New  Member  Sworn— AUwyn  whether,  having  regard  to  the  spirit  of 

Edward  Fellowes  esquire,  >•  the  County  of  ^    Private  Executions  Act,  the  Govern- 

Huntingdon  (Northern  or  Ramsey  Division).  ^  ,                        ,            n     xu          at_     • 

e                     .     .        ^        ..      ri         c  ment  have  power  to  enable  the  authori- 

VICE  Estimates  ;    Class  II.-Salaries  and  ties  at   Newgate   to  dispense    with   the 

KxpExsEs  OF  Civil  Departments,  Votes  38,  hoisting  of  the  flag,   and  thus  prevent 

39;    Class   III. — Law  and  Justice,  Votes  these  public  demonstrations  ? 

24,  26,  33  ;  Class  I. -Public  Works   and  Xhe  SECRETARY  OF  STATE    (Mr. 

Buildings.  Vote  23  Matthews)    (Birmingham,    E.)  :     Yes, 

Iusoliitions[AufrMst  31]  reported.  Mr.  Speaker ;    my   attention    has   been 

TuRLic     Bills -- Committee  —  Copyhold   En^  ^^jj^^  ^^  ^j^jg  matter.      The  Rules  made 

franchisement    P'^^J-k  P^             T      M  H  ^y  ^^^  Secretary  of  State,  under  the  Act 

Considered ae amended — Third Readina — inniaad  rioco    „«^   „^«,   -.-.^A^-m  «.^»;o:/^r.       TU^ 

and  Tobago*  [368]:   Tramway.  (War  De-  of  1868,  are  now  under  revwion      The 

partmont)  •  [240],  and  paittd.  question  of  diapenamg  with  tbe  hoist- 
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in;:^  of  the  black  flag  will  be  considered ; 
but  I  must  not  be  understood  as  pledg- 
ing myself  to  adopt  the  suggestion  of 
my  hon.  Friend.  Some  public  intima- 
tion that  an  excution  has  taken  place  is, 
I  think,  desirable. 

RIVERS  POLLUTION—THE  THAMES  AT 

BLACKWALL. 

Mr.  F.  PARKER  (Oxfordshire,  Hen- 
ley) (for  Mr.  Kenyon)  (Denbigh,  &c.) 
asked  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department,  Whether  his  atten- 
tion has  been  called  to  the  statement, 
by  Mr.  Mackie,  that  the  texture  of 
Thames  water  at  Blackwall  is  that  of 
ink;  whether  tho  Chairman  of  the 
Metropolitan  Board  of  Works  is  respon- 
sible for  this  alleged  condition  of  the 
River ;  and,  if  so,  to  what  authority ; 
and,  whether  the  Government  contem- 
plate any  legislation  on  the  subject  at 
an  earlv  period  ? 

The  "SECRETARY  of  STATE  (Mr. 
Matthews)  (Birmingham,  E.)  :  I  have 
called  the  attention  of  the  Metropolitan 
Board  of  Works  to  this  matter,  and  the 
Board  informs  me  it  is  doing  all  in  its 
power  to  improve,  by  chemical  agency, 
tho  bad  state  of  the  River  in  this  dis- 
trict. The  Board  of  Works  is  respon- 
sible, in  80  far  as  the  state  of  the  River 
is  due  to  an  imperfect  regulation  of 
sewage;  but  it  must  be  remembered 
that  the  long-continued  drought  of  this 
year  has  greatly  aggravated  the  difficul- 
ties they  have  had  to  contend  with.  I 
hope  that  when  the  new  works  now  in 
prv)gress  are  completed  the  causes  of 
complaint  will  be  lessened,  if  not  re- 
moved, and  no  legislation  will  be  neces- 
sary. 

LAW  AND  JUSTICE  (IRELAND)-GRAND 
JURY  OF  DONEGAL  —  LIFFORD 
ASSIZES  — CONVEYANCE  OF  PRI- 
SONERS. 

Mb.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR  (Done- 
gal,  E.)  (for  Mr.  O'Hea)  (Donegal,  \V.) 
aaked  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  If  it  is  a  fact 
that  the  Grand  Jury  of  the  County  Done- 
gal, at  the  recent  Summer  Assizes  in 
Litford,  refused  to  present  the  amount 
submitted  to  them  as  the  estimated  sum 
required  for  the  conveyance  of  prisoners, 
on  the  ground  that  a  large  portion  of 

Mr.  Matthewe 


the  expenditure  was    unnecessary;    if 
part  of  the  expenditure  was  for  '^car 
hire  and  sundries"  in  connection  with  the 
levying  of  fines  against    persons  who 
neglected  to  take  out  dog  licences ;  if, 
in  the  case  of  a  widow  named  Oatherine 
Curran,  who  was  unable  to  pay  a  small 
fine  for  having  a  little  dog  unlicensed, 
Sergeant  Mahoney,  of  G-weedore,  accom- 
panied  by  a   constable,    brought  this 
poor  woman,  in  very  inclement  weather, 
from  her  cabin  to  the  barracks,  a  distance 
of  six  Irish  miles,  and  after  refusing  to 
allow  his  men  at  the  barrack  to  sub- 
scribe the  amount  of  the  fine,  took  her 
by  car  to  Letterkenny,  a  distance  of  26 
Irish  miles,  to  be  kept  in  Bridewell  for 
24  hours;     whether    the    same    police 
sergeant  charged  for   a  special  cor  to 
attend  the  Falcaragh  Petty    Sessions, 
12  miles  distant,  to   prosecute   a  man 
named  James  Sweeny  for  not  registering 
his    dog,    and    subsequently,    because 
Sweeny  through  poverty  was  unable  to 
pay   the  fine,   went  to  the  further  ex- 
pense of  hiring  a  special  car  to  take  him 
in  custody  to  Letterkenny,  a  distance  oi 
nearly  30  Irish  miles,  to  be  kept  for  48 
hours  in  Bridewell ;   and,  whether  it  is 
the  intention  of  the  Executive  in  Ireland 
to  prevent  this  waste  of  public  money 
in  connection  with  dog  licences  ? 

The  PARLIAMENTARY  UNDER 
SECBETARY  (Colonel  Kino-Harmax) 
(Kent,  Isle  of  Thanet)  (who  replied] 
said :  The  Grand  Jury  of  the  County  of 
Donegal  at  the  recent  Summer  Assizes 
approved  of  a  less  sum  than  that  sub- 
mitted to  them  as  the  estimated  expen- 
diture for  the  conveyance  of  prisoners 
during  the  ensuing  half-year.  Their 
ground  for  doing  so  was  that  they  con- 
sidered it  an  over-estimate,  having  re- 
gard to  the  actual  expenditure  during 
the  previous  half-year.  The  part  of 
the  expenditure  in  connection  with  dog 
licence  cases  was  extremely  small.  I 
have  been  unable,  owing  to  the  short 
Notice  of  this  Question,  to  obtain  a  Be- 
port  as  regards  paragraphs  3  and  4, 
wliich  necessitated  a  local  reference.  As 
regards  paragraph  5,  the  Inspector 
General  of  Constabulary  reports  that  it 
is  of  rare  occurrence  .that  any  expense 
whatever  has  to  be  incurred  for  levying 
fines  in  dog  licence  cases.  I  maj  add 
that  the  sum  submitted  to  the  Grand 
Jury  was  £400,  and  the  sum  awarded 
by  them  was  £300. 
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AORIOULTURALDEPAHTMENTOFTHE 

PRIVY  COUNCITi-THE  INJDRIOUS 

INSECTS    ACT  —  THE    COLORADO 

BEETLE. 
Mr.  WFBSTEE  (St.  Pancras,  E.) 
asked  the  ChaDcollor  of  the  Duchy  of 
Lancaater,  Whether  he  has  noticed  the 
report  in  T/ie  Mark  Lane  Expreu  that  the 
Colorado  beetle  haa  appeared  in  Ger- 
many; if  he  has  ofiioial  information  if 
Buch  ia  the  case  or  not;  and,  if  that 
insect  has  appeared  in  Germany,  vhe- 
tlier  precautions  will  betaken  to  prevent 
its  importation  into  this  country  ? 

The  CHANOELLOB  of  the  DTTOHT 
(Lord  John  Manners)  (Leioeaterahire, 
E.) ;  Official  information  of  the  eziat- 
eace  of  the  Colorado  bettls  in  Germany 
was  received  on  August  5,  and  the 
Papers  were  at  once  referred  to  the 
agricultural  adviser  of  the  Department, 
Mr.  Whitehead,  who  advised  that  par- 
ticulars should  be  obtained  from  the 
German  Government  a  a  to  the  circum- 
stances in  which  the  beetle  bad  been 
found  in  Germany,  as  well  bb  to  the  ex- 
tent of  its  depredationf.  A  reply  has 
been  received  from  Germany  ;  and  Mr. 
Whitehead  had  ezpreaaed  hia  opinion 
that,  as  the  German  Authorities  have 
taken  auch  prompt  stepa  to  prevent  the 
spread  of  the  Colorado  beetle,  and,  as 
it  seems  to  have  been  conGned  to  two 
small  areas,  it  ia  hardly  necessary  for  the 
Government  to  adopt  meaeures  to  in- 
terfere with  the  importation  of  haulm  or 
soil  of  German  potatoes,  or  to  put  the 
Injurious  Insects  Act  into  operation. 
The  German  Government  have  been  re- 
quested to  furnish  a  further  Report  on 
the  Bubjeot  in  the  course  of  a  few 
weeks. 

METROPOLITAN  POLICE  —  EX.POLICE 
SERGEANT  DRDMMOND. 
Me.  DEA9T  {Mayo,  W.)  (for  Mr. 
Lawson)  (St.  Pancras,  W.)  aaked  the 
Secretary  of  State  tor  the  Home  De- 
partment, Whether  his  attention  has 
boon  called  to  the  case  of  ez-Folico 
Sorgt>iint  Drummoad  ;  can  he  state  what 
his  oUence  was;  whether  his  puniah- 
mont  was  increased  because  he  appealed 
from  the  decision  of  his  Superintendent 
to  the  Chief  Commiaaioner  of  Police; 

and,  if  so,  whether  he  had  aaked  to  have  <  the  East  End  of  London  ii 
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The  SEOEETART  of  STATE  (Mr. 
Uatthews)  (Birmingham,  E.):  The  last 
complaint  against  Sergeant  Dmmmond 
was  by  a  private  individual  for  assault 
and  using  offensive  language  when  on 
special  duty  on  the  2Iat  of  June.  His 
punishment  was  not  increased  because 
he  appealed  to  the  Chief  Commissioner. 
The  Chief  Commissioner  thought  that 
he  was  not  fit  to  discharge  the  duty  of 
sergeant  under  the  circumstances.  He 
was  not  refused  a  hearing,  and  the  evi- 
dence of  a  witnees  who  wrote  tbat  he 
did  not  see  the  assault  was  carefully 
considered. 

Mr.  PICKER8GILL(Bethnal  Green, 
S.W.)  inquired  whether  the  sergeant 
had  been  reduced  in  consequenoe  of  hia 
past  conduct  ? 

Me.  MATTHEWS  said,  lie  had  seen 
a  Hat  of  prior  charges  against  Drnm- 
mond,  and  he  was  informed  that  he  waa 
reduced  for  general  misconduct,  and  not 
for  this  particular  offence. 

EMIQBATION  AND  IMMIGRATION  — 
DESTITUTE  ALIENS. 
CAPrAiN  OOLOMB  (Tower  Hamlets, 
Bow,  &c.)  asked  the  Secretary  to  the 
Board  of  Trade,  What  number  of  persons 
during  the  past  year  have  been  sent 
back  to  the  United  Kingdom  from  the 
United  States,  and  from  other  countries, 
by  reason  of  their  being  destitute  aliens; 
whether  the  Labour  Correspondent,  or 
any  other  Department  of  the  Board  of 
Trade,  has  collected  information,  or  is 
investigating  facts,  respecting  destitute 
aliens  located  in  the  United  Kingdom ; 
and,  whether  the  attention  of  the  Labour 
Gorreapondent  has  been  directed  to  the 
alleged  effects  of  unrestricted  immigra- 
tion of  destitute  foreigners  upon  the 
system  commonly  known  in  East  London 
I  "  the  sweating  system  ?" 
The  SECRETARY  (Baron  Hemkt 
De  Wobms)  (Liverpool,  East  Toxteth) : 
I  can  only  give  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Member  information  with  regard  to  the 
number  of  persons  sent  bacE  from  the 
United  States  as  destitute  aliens,  and  in 
the  fir^t  six  months  of  1687  the  number 
so  returned  was  46.  Of  these,  nine  were 
said  to  be  foreigners.  Information  col* 
lected  by  the  Labour  Correspondent  on 
the  subject  of  foreign  immigration  into 
'""'"'      '       '  u  the 
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Correspondent  has  already  made  in- 
quiries with  regard  to  the  sweating 
system,  and  is  preparing  a  general  Ite- 
port,  which  I  hope  to  present  very 
shortly. 

Mr.  PICKEESGILL  (Bethnal  Green, 
S.W.)  asked,  whether  there  would  be 
any  great  difficulty  in  collecting  and 
publishing  statistics  respecting  foreign 
immigrants  into  this  country  from 
European  ports  similar  to  those  statis- 
tics  which  were  published  by  the  Board 
of  Trade  as  respected  foreign  im- 
migrants from  ports  outside  Europe  ? 

Baron  HENEY  DE  WOEMS  said, 
he  was  afraid  that  there  would  be  very 
great  difficulty  in  collecting  such  statis- 
tics. The  question  had  been,  and  was 
still  being,  considered  by  the  Labour 
Department. 

POPULATION- DEATHS  FROM  STARVA- 
TION IN  THE  METROPOLIS  AND  ALL 
IRELAND. 

Captain  COLOMB  (Tower  Hamlets, 
Bow,  &c.)  asked  the  Secretary  to  the 
Board  of  Trade,  How  many  persons  per 
1,000  of  the  population  have  died  from 
starvation  or  privation  in  the  Metropolis 
of  London  and  in  all  Ireland  respec- 
tively in  each  of  the  past  five  years 
ending  1st  January  last? 

The  SECEETAEY  (Baron  Henry 
De  Worms)  (Liverpool,  East  Toxteth) : 
The  Board  of  Trade  do  not  possess  the 
information  required  by  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Member ;  but  I  understand  that 
it  may  be  obtained  from  Betums  sup- 
plied by  the  Home  Office  and  the  Irish 
Office  respectively. 

LAW  AND  JUSTICE  (ENGLAND  AND 
WALES)— THE  GAINSBOROUGH  MA- 
GISTRATES— SIR  HICKMAN  BACON. 

Mr.  CONYBEAEE  (Cornwall,  Cam- 
borne) asked  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Home  Department,  Whether  his 
attention  has  been  drawn  to  the  convic- 
tion and  fining  of  a  number  of  poor 
persons  at  the  instance  of  Sir  Hickman 
Bacon,  baronet,  by  the  Gainsborough 
magistrates,  on  Tuesday,  9th  August, 
under  the  following  circunstances  : — A 
rumour  having  been  set  in  circulation  by 
some  individual,  as  a  hoax,  to  the  effect, 
that,  as  Sir  Hickman  had  not  contributed 
very  largely  to  the  local  Jubilee  Fund, 
he  had  thrown  a  pea  field  open  to  poor 

Baron  Henry  De  Wormi 


people ;  a  large  number  of  the  poor  of 
the  neighbourhood  availed  themselves  of 
what  they  believed  to  be  his  generosity, 
for  which  they  were  summoned  and 
fined  in  some  cases  4«.,  for  peas  not  worth 
more  than  1 8.  ;  whether  it  was  admitted 
by  the  prosecution  that  such  rumour  had 
been  circulated  for  three  or  four  days 
previously,  and  was  a  "  widespread 
rumour,"  and  that  there  was  written  in 
chalk  on  the  gate  of  the  field  '*  This 
field  is  thrown  open  as  a  Jubilee  Treat  f 
whether  it  was  proved  that  the  persons 
summoned  acted  under  the  hand  fide 
belief  that  the  field  had  been  thrown 
open  to  them ;  and,  if  so,  by  what  in- 
terpretation of  the  law  could  they  be 
held  guilty  of  any  offence ;  whether  the 
prosecutor  offered  to  withdraw  the  sum* 
mouses  if  the  defendants  would  pay  the 
costs,  and,  on  their  stating  their  inability 
to  pay,  insisted  on  a  conviction ;  and, 
whether,  having  regard  to  all  the  above 
circumstances,  he  will  order  the  fines  to 
be  refunded  ? 

The  SECEETAEY  of  STATE  (Mr. 
Matthews)  (Birmingham,  E.):  I  am 
imf  ormed  by  the  magistrate's  derk  that 
it  was  not  suggested  that  the  rumour 
referred  to  was  set  in  circulation  as  a 
hoax.  Sir  Hickman  Ba(x>n  was  the 
largest  contributor  to  the  Jubilee  in 
Gainsborough  and  three  adjoining 
parishes,  and,  moreover,  placed  50  acres 
of  his  park  at  the  disposal  of  the  Jubilee 
Committee.  It  was  not  admitted  by  the 
prosecutor  that  the  rumour  had  been 
circulated  or  was  widespread,  and  nothing 
was  written  in  chalk  on  the  gate.  There 
was  no  proof  given,  or  offered,  that  the 
persons  summoned  acted  under  a  bond 
fide  belief  that  the  field  had  been  thrown 
open  to  them.  The  prosecutor's  solicitor 
offered  to  withdraw  the  summonses  on 
payment  of  costs;  but  I  am  informed 
that  the  defendants,  except  one,  pre- 
ferred to  be  fined  rather  than  to  pay 
costs  without  a  conviction.  I  collect  Uiat 
no  fiue  was  imposed  for  the  value  of  the 
peas,  or  for  any  larger  amount  than  the 
costs ;  and,  having  regard  to  all  these 
circumstances,  I  see  no  ground  for  inter- 
ference. 

Mr.  CONYBEAEE  asked  whether  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  was  aware  that 
the  magistrate's  clerk  who  supplied  the 
information  was  solicitor  to  Sir  Hickman 
Bacon ;  and  whether  he  would  allow  him 
to  submit  a  Eeport  of  the  matter  for 
his  consideration  ? 
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Mr.  MATTHEWS  said,  that  he  was 
not  aware  of  the  fact  stated  by  the  hon. 
Gentleman.  He  should  be  very  glad  to 
see  any  information  which  the  hon. 
Member  had  in  his  possession  upon  the 
subject. 

LAW  AND  JUSTICE  (IRELAND)— TAR- 
BERT  PETTY  SESSIONS  —  CASE  OF 
DANIEL  SCAN  LAN. 

Mr.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.)  asked 
Mr.  Attorney  General  for  Ireland,  Whe- 
ther it  is  a  fact  that  a  man  named  Daniel 
Scanlan  was  sentenced  at  Tarbert  Petty 
Sessions,  on  the  10th  of  August,  to  three 
weeks'  imprisonment,  and  to  a  further 
term  of  three  months  if  he  failed  to  give 
security  for  his  good  behaviour,  himself 
in  £20  and  two  sureties  of  £10  each,  for 
an  alleged  assault  on  a  little  girl  whom 
he  found  tampering  with  the  village 
pump  ;  whether  the  evidence  went  to 
show  that  Mr.  Scanlan,  County  Kerry, 
who  is  70  years  of  age,  and  had  charge 
of  the  pump  for  a  considerable  time, 
merely  took  the  child  by  the  ear  and 
remonstrated  with  her ;  whether  the 
people  of  the  village  have  suffered  much 
from  the  children  injuring  the  pump 
and  depriving  them  of  the  necessary 
supply  of  water;  whether  Mr.  Sandes, 
who  is  landlord  of  the  village,  sat  on  the 
Bench  during  the  trial  and  adjudicated 
in  the  case ;  whether  Scanlan  asked  to 
h  ave  the  sentence  increased  to  four  weeks 
so  that  he  might  have  the  right  of  appeal, 
and  whether  this  was  refused  by  Mr. 
iSandes;  and,  whether,  under  the  cir- 
cumstances, he  will  call  the  attention  of 
fhe  Lord  Chancellor  to  the  conduct  of 
Mr.  Sandes  in  this  case  ? 

The  attorney  GENERAL  pob 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Gibson)  (Liverpool, 
Walton),  in  reply,  said,  the  facts  in  the 
first  paragraph  of  the  Question  were 
substantially  correct.  The  girl  assaulted 
was  a  little  girl  five  years  old,  and  it  was 
not  alleged  that  she  was  tampering  with 
the  public  well.  The  evidence  went  to 
show  that  he  dragged  her  by  the  ears 
and  lifted  her  off  where  she  was  stand- 
ing  to  the  ground.  Complaints  had  been 
m  ado  of  children  injuring  the  well;  but 
it  was  so  constructed  that  it  could  not  be 
materially  injured.  The  well  frequently 
ran  dry.  Mr.  Sandes  was  one  of  five 
magistrates  who  tried  the  case,  and 
when  asked  if  he  had  anything  to  say 
reply  to  the  charge,  Scanlan  replied  in 
the  negative. 


Mb.  DILLON  :  I  wish  to  ask  the  right 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  if  he  would 
make  some  inquiry  as  to  the  justice  of 
the  sentence  of  three  weeks'  imprison- 
ment on  a  man  of  70  years  of  age, 
where  no  allegation  was  made  that  the 
child  was  injured  in  any  way  ? 

[No  reply.] 

POOR  LAW  (ENGLAND  AND  WALES) - 
NOTTINGHAM  BOARD  OF  GUAR- 
DLINS  —  COMMEMORATION  PRE- 
SENTS  TO  OFFICIALS. 

Mb.  CONYBEAEE  (Cornwall.  Cam- 
borne) asked  the  President  of  the  Local 
Government  Board,  If  he  is  aware  that 
the  Nottingham  Board  of  Guardians,  in 
commemoration  of  the  official  opening 
of  new  Poor  Law  offices  at  Nottingham, 
have  purchased  out  of  the  rates  and  pre- 
sented to  the  Chairman  of  that  Board 
(Mr.  John  Burton),  and  the  Chairman 
of  the  Building  Committee  respectively, 
golden  keys ;  if  the  consent  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  to  this  expenditure 
has  been  g^ven,  and  if  funds  raised  from 
the  ratepayers  for  the  relief  of  the  poor 
may  legally  be  charged  with  the  cost 
incurred  by  the  Guardians  in  this  re- 
spect ;  and,  if  he  will  direct  that  the  at- 
tention of  the  auditor  be  called  specially 
to  this  particular  item,  and  to  the  general 
expenditure  incurred  by  the  Notting- 
ham Board  of  Guardians  in  furnishing 
and  decorating  this  building,  inasmuch 
as,  in  the  opinion  of  « a  large  number 
of  ratepayers,  the  cost  incurred  is  ex- 
travagant, especially  in  face  of  the 
present  depressed  state  of  the  local 
industries  ? 

Thb  PRESIDENT  (Mr.  Ritchie) 
(Tower  Hamlete,  St.  George's) :  The 
Local  Government  Board  have  no  infor- 
mation as  to  gold  keys  having  been 
purchased  at  the  cost  of  the  rates  and 
presented  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Guar- 
dians of  the  Nottingham  Union  and 
the  Chairman  of  the  Building  Commit- 
tee in  connection  with  the  opening  of 
the  new  Poor  Law  offices  at  Notting- 
ham. The  Local  Government  Board 
have  not  consented  to  any  such  expen* 
diture.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  district 
auditor  to  disallow  any  charge  which  he 
considers  to  be  illegal;  and  it  is  opea 
to  any  person  who  is  aggrieved  by  the 
decision  of  the  auditor  with  regard  to 
any  payment,  whether  he  allows  or  dis- 
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allows  the  payment,  to  appeal  against 
the  decision  either  to  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  or  to  the  High  Court  of 
Justice.  I  will  see  that  the  attention  of 
the  auditor  is  drawn  to  the  Question  of 
the  hon.  Member. 

THE  PARKS,  &c.  (METROPOLIS)— 
VAGRANTS  AT  NIGHT. 

Mr.  KIMBER  (Wandswoith)  asked 
the  First  Commissioner  of  Works,  Whe- 
ther he  is  aware,  or  has  been  informed, 
that  the  vagrants  occupying  Trafalgar 
Square  at  night  are  only  a  detachment 
of  a  larger  band  who  infest  the  Parks 
from  day  to  day,  and  at  night  sleep  on 
the  benches  in  the  Mall  of  St.  James's 
Park,  and  on  the  Thames  Embankment, 
and  other  public  places ;  that  in  St. 
James's  Park  alone  they  amount  to 
about  200  in  number,  of  whom  about 
one-fourth  are  women ;  that  they  lounge 
all  day  in  idleness  on  the  grass,  and  are 
well  provided  with  food,  small  knots 
sometimes  carrying  in  half  a  potato 
sackful  at  a  time ;  that  by  mid-day  all 
are  provided  for,  and  enjoy  al  fresco  en- 
tertainments, accompanied  by  conduct 
and  language  of  the  grossest  descrip- 
tion, to  the  great  scandal  of  the  general 
public,  and  the  depravement  and  detri- 
ment of  the  many  children  of  the  cleanly 
and  industrious  poor  seeking  health  and 
exercise,  and  who  cannot  even  play  on 
the  grass  without  contamination  by  ver- 
min; whether  the  Census  of  tramps, 
which  used  formerly  to  be  taken  once  a 
J  ear,  could  be  resumed,  and  a  Eetum 
obtained  of  persons  obtaining  hawkers' 
licences,  distinguishing  the  particular 
lines  for  which  ostensibly  they  are 
granted,  and  the  value  of  the  stock  they 
purport  to  carry ;  and,  whether  he  will 
endeavour  to  secure  to  the  deserving 
and  industrious  poor,  and  their  children, 
the  benefits  of  the  open  spaces  of  the 
Metropolis,  which  are  at  present  mono- 
polised by  vagrants  ? 

The  FIRST  COMMISSIONER  (Mr. 
Plunket)  (Dublin  University) :  I  am 
afraid  that  there  is  some  substantial 
foundation  for  the  statements  which 
appear  in  the  Question  of  my  hon. 
Friend,  though  some  of  them,  perhaps, 
are  a  little  warmly  coloured,  and  dressed 
up  with  considerable  powers  of  imagi- 
nation. No  doubt,  some  inconvenience 
is  caused  to  the  respectable  inhabitants 
of  London  by  the  presence  in  the  Parks 
of  a  number  of  tramps ;  but  the  ques« 
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tion  is,  what  is  to  be  done  ?  In  the  first 
place,  so  far  as  the  grosB  conduct  and 
language  complained  of  in  the  Question 
are  concerned,  the  Park  IBegulations 
contain  a  provision  which  forbids  aoj 
person  to  commit  an  act  in  violation  of 
public  decency,  or  to  use  profane,  inde- 
cent,  or  offensive  languag^e;  and  both 
the  park-keepers  and  the  police-con- 
stables who  are  told  off  for  the  Parks 
have  strict  instructions  to  see  that  these 
provisions  are  properly  enforced.  Bat 
if  we  went  beyond  this,  and  gave  au- 
thority to  those  officers  to  distinguisli 
between  those  of  the  public  who  ought 
and  those  who  ought  not  to  be  permitted 
to  use  the  benches .  or  lie  down  on  the 
grass,  I  think  such  discretion  must  be 
sometimes  unwisely  exercised,  and  would 
be  certainly  often  vigorously  resisted; 
and  that,  on  the  whole,  such  a  change 
in  the  law,  if  it  could  be  effected,  would 
do  more  harm  than  good.  I  have  no- 
thing to  do  with  the  resuming  of  any 
Census  of  hawkers,  tramps,  or  other 
persons,  nor  do  I  see  how  tiie  existence 
of  such  Census  would  affect  this  ques- 
tion. I  can  only  say  that  I  have  as 
earnest  a  desire  as  the  hon.  Member  can 
possibly  have  to  secure  to  the  deserving 
and  industrious  poor  and  their  children 
the  benefits  of  the  open  spaces  of  the 
Metropolis;  and  that,  if  any  practical 
suggestion  is  made  to  me  for  more  effec- 
tually protecting  them  from  annoyance, 
I  shall  give  it  my  most  careful  and  re- 
spectful consideration. 

Mb.  KIMBEB  :  Will  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  allow  me  to  ask  whether  the 
officials  have  power  to  turn  out  any 
people  who  use  gross  language  ? 

Mr.  PLUNKET  :  Not  only  the  power 
to  turn  them  out,  but  to  proceed  against 
them,  with  a  view  to  their  punishment. 

WAR  OFFICE  (ORDNANCE  DEPABT- 
MENT)-ISSUE  OF  H0BBI8*S  TUBES 
AND    AMMUNITION. 

Db.  CLAEK  (Caithness)  asked  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War,  Whether 
the  issue  of  Morris's  tubes  and  ammu- 
nition, sanctioned  by  General  Order, 
No.  98,  of  1886,  to  regiments  of  Militia 
and  Volunteers  has  been  stopped  or  siu- 
pendod ;  and,  whether,  oonsidering  the 
difficulty  of  earning  the  Oapitatum 
Grant  under  the  new  ICoskeiiy  Bflgt- 
lationsy  arrangements  wiU  be  made  to 
issue  the  tnbee  and  miaiatave 
tridges?  <*  >, 
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The  surveyor  GENERAL  of 
ORDNANCE(Mr.  Northcote)  (Exeter), 
(who  replied),  said:  The  issue  of  Mor- 
ris's tubes  and  ammunition  has  been 
deferred  for  the  present  in  consequence 
of  the  numerous  other  demands  on  the 
Vote  for  Warlike  Stores.  The  question 
of  their  issue  will  be  again  considered 
when  the  general  requirements  of  next 
year  are  ascertained. 

THE  MAGISTRACY— (IRELAND)  —  VA- 
CANT CORONERSHIP  OF  CO.  WEST- 
MEATH. 

Mr.D.  SULLIVAN  (Westmeath,  S.) 
asked  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  Whether  the 
Coronership  of  the  County  Westmeath 
is  now  over  seven  months  vacant ; 
whether  the  necessary  steps  have  yet 
been  taken  to  have  the  polling  stations 
arranged  for  the  election  of  the  Coroner  ; 
if  so,  what  prevents  the  issuing  of  the 
writ  ;  and,  whether  the  Clerk  of  the 
Peace  has  inserted  the  necessary  notice 
for  holding  the  election  in  the  local 
papers  and  I7i$  Dublin  OazHts  ? 

The  parliamentary  UNDER 
SECRETARr  (Colonel  Kino  -  Har- 
man)  (Kent,  Isle  of  Thanet)  (who 
replied)  said :  The  information  I  have 
just  received  is  that  the  magistrates 
have  made  an  order  fixing  the  polling 
stations,  and  the  Writ  for  the  election 
^'ssues  from  the  Hanaper  Office  to-day. 

IRELAND— CORK  CITY  CORPORATION 
AND  THE  LOCAL  GOVERNMENT 
BOARD. 

Dr.  tanner  (Cork  Co.,  Mid.) 
asked  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  If  it  is  a  fact  that 
the  Irish  Local  Government  Board  have 
recently  reccommended  the  Lords  Com- 
missioners of  the  Treasury  not  to 
permit  the  Corporation  of  the  City  of 
Cork  to  borrow  money  for  the  erection 
of  a  Town  Hall  and  offices ;  whether  it 
has  been  conclusively  proved  to  the 
Board  that  such  a  hall  and  offices  are 
necessary  to  the  Corporation,  and  will 
ultimately  prove  a  saving  of  expense ; 
whether  he  is  aware  that  the  reccom- 
mendation  g^ven  by  the  Board,  that  the 
Corporation  should  apply  to  Parliament 
for  an  extension  of  borrowing  powers 
under  the  Cork  Improyement  Act,  will, 
in  ito  applicationi  entail  not  merely  oon* 


siderable  expense,  but,  by  delay  in« 
ourred,  possibly  prevent  the  Corporation 
obtaining  the  desired  premises ;  whether 
he  will  recommend  the  authorization 
of  the  proposed  loan,  as  it  is  for  a  neces- 
sary public  work,  and  one  which  will 
proviae  considerable  employment  for 
our  artizans  and  labourers  in  this  period 
of  depression ;  and,  whether  he  can 
state  on  whose  reccommendation  the 
decision  of  the  Government  was  taken  ? 
The  secretary  to  the  TREA- 
SURY  (Mr.  Jackson)  (Leeds,  N.)  who 
replied)  said :  The  Treasury,  before 
refusing  to  sanction  the  loan  referred 
to,  had  consulted  the  Local  Government 
Board,  Ireland.  I  have  not  seen  any 
proof  of  the  absolute  necessity  for  the 
proposed  purchase,  or  of  the  saving  to 
be  effected.  The  recommendation  of 
the  Treasury,  that  the  Corporation 
should  apply  to  Parliament  for  further 
borrowing  powers,  was  made  on  the 
ground  that  the  borrowing  powers 
sanctioned  by  Parliament  have  been 
practically  exhausted.  The  arguments 
suggested  by  the  hon.  Member  do  not 
appear  to  me  to  be  sufficient  to  justify  a 
reversal  of  the  Treasury  decision. 

In  reply  to  a  further  Question  by  Dr. 
Tanner, 

Mr.  JACKSON  said,  the  question 
came  before  the  Treasury  in  this  way. 
The  borrowing  powers  of  the  Corpora- 
tion were  £62,000,  and  they  had  exer« 
cised  them  to  the  extent  of  £61,500.  In 
addition  to  borrowing  under  the  autho« 
rity  of  Parliament  the  Corporation  might 
also  borrow  on  the  security  of  the 
Borough  Fund;  but  he  believed  that 
Fund  was  already  charged,  if  not  to  the 
full  extent,  veiy  nearly ;  and  it  appeared 
to  the  Treasury,  therefore,  that  the 
better  course  would  be  for  the  Corpora- 
tion to  apply  for  the  sanction  of  Parlia- 
ment. 

Dr.  tanner  asked,  whether  the 
sum  of  £10,000  on  the  loan  mentioned 
by  the  hon.  Gentleman  was  not  allowed 
to  be  raised  to  meet  the  expenditure  in 
connection  with  the  Town  Hall?  The  hon. 
Gentleman  had  also  omitted  to  answer 
the  last  paragraph  of  the  Question. 

Mr.  JACKSON  :  With  regard  to  the 
last  paragpraph  of  the  Question,  I  think 
the  best  answer  I  can  give  is  that  the 
decision  of  the  Treasury  was  arrived  at 
on  the  recommendation  of  those  who 
are  reaponsible  for  this  business.    With 
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him  there  was  a  clause  which  hod  beea    and,  if  he  will  communicate  the  result  of 

omitted  from  it  as  printed.     The  claaee    the  inquiry  ? 

ran  thus— "Whether" The  LORD  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  J.  H.  A. 

Mb.  speaker  :  Order,  order!  That  ,  JUcDOSim)  (Edinbu^h   and    St.  An- 
was  omitted  by  mv  directioa.  ,  draw's  UniTersitieaJ :  Aq  hon.  Member 

ThbLORD  ADVOCATE(Mr.J.H.A.  .  lome  time  ago  called  m;  attentioo  to 
Maci>o>iai.i>^  (Edinburgh  aud  St.  Au-  this  matter  with  a  view  to  putting  a 
drew'e  UniTersitiesj  Cwho  replied)  said  ;  Qaestion  ;  but,  on  learning  the  result  at 
A  house  was  broken  into  oi)  the  date  ia  '  mj- inquiriee,  the  Question  was  not  asked, 
question,  and  the  man  Patterson  was  I  had  all  the  papers  connected  with  the 
stopped  by  the  police  in  consequence  of  |  dismissal  of  Donald  M'Murcby  from  the 
their  obserring  a  bulky  article  in  an  j  Argyllshire  Police  Force  before  me,  and 
inside  pocket.  He  was  asked  to  ^ve  hi«  was  at  the  time  satisfied  that  there  was 
name  and  address,  and  to  show  what  no  ground  for  the  allegation  made  b; 
he  had  in  his  packet ;  but  to  all  que3~  Donald  M'Morchy.  If  the  hon.  Member 
tions  he  replied  by  saying  to  the  officers  wishes  the  matter  to  be  reconsidered,  I 
— "  Uo  and  find  out."  He  refused  to  \  shall  be  g^d  if  he  will  int'orm  me  of 
show  what  he  had  in  his  pockets.  Ht  the  specific  points  on  vhich  he  desires 
was  not  searched  nor  dragged  by  th»  inquiry,  and  I  shall  have  the  Papers 
police.  On  reaching  tke  police  office  he  I  re- transmitted  from  the  Crown  Office  to 
was  again  asked  if  he  would  show  what  London. 
the  article  waa ;  and,  having  shown  that 
it  was  a  newspaper,  he  was  at  once 
liberated.  The  sergeant  of  police,  who 
bad  brought  him  to  the  police  office, 
gave  a  written  expression  of  hie  regret 
to  Patterson,  who  expressed  his  aatis- 
faction  with  it,  and  told  the  District 
Superintendent  that  he  did  not  wish 
Ih.  »,g»ut  to  be  deJt  with  in  ■«,  3S;,„°„-,-rf 
way  for  what  had  happened,     fiotwitu- 


palace    of    westminster  —  the 

l'loisteb— the  eleothic  light. 

Mb.    CUNNINGHAME    GBAHAM 

asked  the  First  Commissioner  of  Works, 

If,  during  the  Recess,  eleotrio  light  could 

be    substituted   for    the    gas    which   is 

spoiling  the  stonework  of  the  roof  of  the 

'lister  used  as  the  Cloak  Boom  F 

^  -  ,.        ^i.-  ■  -■■  ^      J        The  first  COMMISSIONER  f Mr 

?,'t7AX"ch',TSnrbir"^  '^T^^S'^T  ™T"^'-^  ?  "'■ 

■J..  °  .  '  no  doubt  that  the  use  of  iraii  IB   fTnimr  ■ 


Patterson   ' 


.  two  separate  occa- 


doubt  that  the  use  of  gaa  is  doing  a 


teSt^rmeTothel^uTry  but    -'^rtain  amount  of  injury  to  the  stone. 
,u„  ,;,_ , i,t„  * ?„      a„™„  '  "<"^K  111  some  of  the  oloistera  and  pas- 


did  not  take  the  trouble  to  come.  Some 
conversation  did  take  place  after  the 
newspaper  waa  produced  about  the  pro- 
clamation of  the  National  League  j  but 
it  was  entirely  of  a  passing  kind.  The 
Acting  Chief  Constable  has  informed 
the  Inspector  that  conversation  on  gene- 
ral or  political  subjects  ought  to  be 
avoided  between  police  officials  and  per- 
sona who  may  be  brought  to  the  office 
and  liberated.  I  have  to-day  received  a 
further  telegram,  informing  me  that 
Patterson,  on  being  visitod  oy  the  Pro- 
curator Fiscal,  has  ugain  expressed  him- 
self satisfied  with  the  sergeant's  expres- 
sion of  regret,  and  that  this  Question  is 
not  put  by  him  or  with  his  concur- 
rence. 

LAW  AND    POLICE   (SCOTLAND) -CASE 
OF  DONALD  M'ilURCHY,  OF  OBAN. 
Mb.    CUNNINGHAME     GRAHAM 
{Lanark,  N.W.)  asked  the  Lord  Advo- 
cate, If  he  has  made  a  full  inquiry  into 
the  case  of  Donald  M'Murchy,  of  Oban  ; 
Mr.  Cunningham*  Graham 


oloistera  aud  pas- 
nag  oa  of  the  Houses  of  Farliamen^ 
though  this  was,  in  the  case  of  the  Cloak 
Room,  to  some  extent  remediedin  1878; 
and  I  quite  agree  that  the  subatitution 
of  electric  lighting  is,  for  this  reason  and 
many  others,  most  desirable.  But,  un- 
fortunately, there  is  the  odious  question 
of  expense  to  be  considered  in  making 
such  an  improvement.  I  have  been  for 
some  time  engaged  in  having  estimates 
prepared  of  what  the  coat  would  be ;  and 
I  hope  very  soon  to  be  able  to  submit 
the  matter  to  the  proper  authorities, 
though  what  its  reception  will  be  I  can- 
not say.  At  present,  with  the  exisUng 
power.  It  IS  impossible  to  have  eleolrio 
light  in  that  part  of  the  House. 

THE    CIVIL    SERVICE.- WHITERS—DE 

LAY  IN  PATilENT  OF  BONUSES. 

Mr.  HOWELL  (Bethnal  Green   N  E  ^ 

askod  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchoot'ifir'' 

WL.,h.,  h.  i.  .„„  ,h..  .he 'eTS 

d.i.r  of  .f  ,  b,i«,„  ,"; 
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application  of  Civil  Service  writers  for  on  the  1 8tli  of  March  last,  and  is  niim* 

their  bonuses  and  the  issue  of  the  Civil  bered  5,006.   The  formal  legal  contracts 

Service  Commissioners'  draft  upon  the  based  on  this  correspondence  are  I'd  the 

Paymaster  Qoneral  for  payment ;  whe-  hands  of  the  Treasury  Solicitor, 
thor  such  delay  is  at  all  necessary;  and, 

whether  the  Treasury  will  direct  that  post  OFFICE  (IRELAND)— THE  STA- 

"iTv  ^.f^^''?  ^"^  expedite  the  payment  ^lON  AT  DRUMSNA. 

of  Uivil  Service  writers  bonuses  as  they  „    „.  -,_,ti»t  i,  ■.  •     c,  ^     ■,■>■, 

become  due,  under  the  provisions  of  the  „  ^^-  HOYDEN  (Leitnm  S.)  asked  the 

Treasury  Minute  of  December,  1886,  so  fo^tmaster  General,  Whether  Drumsna 

as  to  prevent  any  unnecessary  delay  in  "  *  ^^''^^g  o.^^e  for  Kilmore  and  Hil- 

future  ?                                      -i          •>  lotree ;   whether  the    day  mails    from 

The  CHANCELLOR  OF  TUB  EXCHE-  P'urasna    for    Dublin    are    forwarded 

QUER  (Mr.   Goschen)   (St.   George's,  ^?'^f'  ^'^«?'  that  station;    whether  the 

Hanover  Square):  Bonuses  are  paid  to  night  mails  are  first  sent  into  Carnck- 

Civil  Service  writers  in  respect  of  satis-  on-Shannon,   passing  by  the  Drumsna 

factory  service  during  a  previous  half-  R,«l'^»y  Station  to  Dublin  four  hours 

year  on  two  days  in  each  month;  and  f^*^/'  *°''.'  J^hether  he  will  so  arrange 

inquiries  are  sent  out  three  days  before  *^**  ',''«  night  mails  will  be  forwarded 

the  completion  of  the  half-year  to  each  ^^''^c*  .»»  the  day  mails  now  are,  and 

Department,  to  ascertain   whether  the  ^'^."f  »'^®  *>  P««Pj«  »'  t^o. three  dis- 

work  of  the  copyist  has  been  satisfac-  t"cts  named  a  much  longer  time  within 

tory,  and  as  soon  as  a  favourable  answer  ^^^ij  »«  ^'^'oVmTstEr'^  OENEH^^ 

is  received  the  claim  of  the  copyist  is  ,,/^?,    POSTMASTER     GENERAL 

entered  for  payment  on  the  next  bi-  C^'-  ^aikes)  (Cambridge  University), 

monthly  pay  Say.     Under  this  arrange-  1°  reply,  said,  inquiries  would  have  to  be 

ment  the  longest  delay  that  can  possibly  'instituted  with  reference  to  the  several 

arise  in  the  payment  of  a  claim  is  14  or  P"""*"  ^'^^^  '.f°*^?*  the  Question  only 

15  days.     Sometimes,  however,  applica-  «PPeared  on  the  Paper  that  morning, 

tions  are  made  before  the  half-fear  is  fJ^"^  ''  ^""^^^  *»'f®  *  ^"f  ^^^  *<>  ?V*"? 

ended,  and  such  applicants  may  have  to  *?«  necessary  information,  he  would  ask 

wait  a  longer  time     In  a  few  cases-  *•»«  ^»'^-  Member  to  postpone  it. 
which  will   not  recur — there  has  been 

considerable    delay    while    a    question  LAW  AND  JUSTICE  (IRELAND)-IMPRI. 

which  had    arisen  was    under  the  con-  SON  MENT     OF     JOHN     RYAN,     OF 

sideration  of  the  Treasury;  but  of  514  CLOUGHREADY,  CO.  TIPPERARY. 

payments  which  have   been   made  this  Mr.  W.  A.  MACDONALD  (Queen's 

year,  320  were  made  withm  a  week  of  q^,^  Oasory)  asked  the  Chief  Secretary 

the  Departmental  Report,  and  all  but  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland.  Whe- 

H  withm  a  fortnight.  ^h^r  John  Ryan,  of  Cloughready,  County 

ADMIRALTY-MERCHANT  STEAMERS  STd^fi^ntTerrbf  ^^  S>Jb;^^ 

,r       ^^;^T^^S^^!^^/^^^^'    T.,    .  Trench,  on  4th  June,    1886,  for  taking 

Mr.    PROy and    (Glasgow,   Black-  forcible  possession  of  his  holding  from 

fnars,  &c.)  asked  the  First  Lord  of  the  ^hj^h  he  had  been  evicted,  is  still  in 

Admiralty,  If  he  will  lay  upon  the  Table,  p^gon  ;  and,  if  so,  how  long  is  it  the 

before  the  Naval  Estimates  come  on,  the  intention   of  the  Government  to  keep 

Agreements    made   by   the    Admiralty  jj^^^  there  ? 

with  steamers  trading  to  New  York  for  Thb   PARLIAMENTARY  UNDER 

hiring  them  to  be  used  as  armed  cruisers  SECRETARY  (Colonel  King-Harman) 

or  otherwise  in  time  of  war,  and  also  /Rent,   Isle  of   Thanet)   (who  replied) 

such  Correspondence  as  will  enable  Mem-  g^ia,  he  was  informed    that  this  man 

hers  to  understand  the   contracts  that  ^^s  discharged  from  gaol  on  the  30th  of 

have  been  entered  into  ?  Jiilv  last 

The  first    LORD  (Lord  George  ^ 

Hamilton)  (Middlesex,   Ealing):    The  „^„,.,«  ^,,«^^,^„, ,„.,,„  ,^^     .. 

Correspondence,  which  details  at  length  TOWNS  IMPROVEMENT  ACT,  1854- 

the  arrangements  as  to  hiring  made  with  LISTOWEL. 

Bteamers  trading  to  New  York,  was  laid  Mr.  STACK  (Kerry,  N.)  asked  the 

on  the  Table  of  the  House  by  command  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
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of  Ireland,  If  it  is  a  fact  that  offences 
committed  against  the  Town  Improve- 
ment Act  of  1854  within  the  township  of 
Listowel  are  tried  at  Petty  Sessions, 
thereby  depriving  the  ratepayers  of  the 
town  of  a  sum  amounting  to  £150  per 
annum,  to  which  they  are  justly  entitled ; 
and,  whether  he  will  communicate  with 
the  Constabulary  Authorities,  with  a 
view  to  directing  the  local  police  to  bring 
all  prosecutions  which  may  be  instituted 
under  the  Act  before  the  Town  Court 
instead  of  at  Petty  Sessions  ? 

The  parliamentary  UNDEE 
SECRETARY  (Colonel  King-Harman) 
(Kent,  Isle  of  Thanet)  (who  replied) 
said,  the  Inspector  General  of  Con- 
stabulary informed  him  that  cases  of 
persons  in  which  the  offence  took  place 
outside  the  township  were  tried  at  the 
Petty  Sessions,  and  io  these  cases  the 
magistrates  got  one-half  the  fines ;  but 
offences  against  the  Towns  Improvement 
Act,  and  offences  such  as  drunkenness, 
committed  in  the  town,  were  brought 
before  the  Town  Court.  Such  being  the 
case,  any  recommendation,  such  as  that 
suggested  in  the  Question,  would  be 
unnecessary. 

Mr.  DEASY  (Mayo,  W.)  said,  as  a 
matter  of  fact,  the  townspeople  did  not 
derive  any  benefit  from  the  cases  which 
were  decided  at  the  Petty  Sessions. 

Colonel  KING- HARM  AN  said,  he 
had  answered  the  Question  from  the  in- 
formation he  had  received  ;  but  he 
would  make  further  inquiries  on  the 
subject. 

AFRICA  (WEST  COAST)— MR.  J.  R.  MAX- 
WELL,  CHIEF  MAGISTRATE  OF  THE 
GAMBIA. 

Sir  ROBERT  FOWLER  (London) 
asked  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies,  Whether  he  has  counter- 
manded the  appointment  of  Mr.  J.  R. 
Maxwell  as  Chief  Magistrate  of  the 
Gambia  ;  whether  he  is  aware  that  that 
appointment  gave  general  satisfaction 
to  the  inhabitants  ;  and,  whether,  in 
conformity  with  the  request  they  have 
made  through  Governor  Sir  Samuel 
Rowe,  he  will  re-consider  his  decision? 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  (Sir 
Henry  Holland)  (Hampstead) :  I  have 
not  yet  countermanded  the  appointment 
of  Mr.  J.  R.  Maxwell.  I  am  not  aware 
whether  that  appointment  gave  general 
satisfaction.     I   should    add  that  Mr. 

Mr,  Stack 


Maxwell  is  related  to  one  of  the  two 
members  of  the  local  Bar ;  and  that  he 
was  informed,  before  his  appointment 
was  actually  made,  that  he  would  be 
transferred  to  another  Colony  if  an  op- 
portunity occurred,  in  accordance  with 
the  settled  practice  and  the  Colonial 
Regulation,  which  lays  down  that  in  the 
case  of  the  chief  judicial  and  chief  fiscal 
offices  in  a  Colony  in  which  the  Crown 
is  responsible  for  the  appointments  local 
connection  with  the  Colony,  by  birth, 
family  ties,  or  otherwise,  will  be  con- 
sidered, generally  speaking,  to  render  a 
candidate  ineligible.  As  regards  the 
last  part  of  the  hon.  Baronet's  Ques- 
tion, I  may  state  that  no  request  has 
yet  been  received  from  any  quarter  as 
to  Mr.  Maxwell's  continuance  at  the 
Gambia. 

LAW  AND  POLICE-PROSECUTION  EX- 
PENSES  ACT  — EXPENSES    OF   WIT- 

NESSES. 

Mr.  PICKERSGILL  (Bethnal  Green, 
S.W.)  asked  the  Secretary  to  the  Trea- 
sury, Whether  his  attention  has  been 
drawn  to  the  Report  of  a  proceeding  at 
the  Westminster  Police  Court  on  Thurs- 
day last,  when  the  conductor  of  an 
omnibus,  who  had  been  subpoened  by 
the  Court  to  attend  and  give  evidence 
on  a  charge  which  was  ultimately  dis- 
missed, asked  for  his  costs,  mentioning 
that  he  had  lost  his  day's  employment, 
and  oould  ill  afford  to  do  so,  as  he  was 
only  what  was  called  '^  odd  man ;  "  and 
Mr.  Safford,  the  Chief  Clerk,  then  stated, 
on  the  authority  of  the  Clerk  of  the 
Peace,  that  the  Treasury  had  intimated 
that  they  would  not  repay  the  expenses 
of  witnesses,  allowed  in  accordance  with 
29  &  30,  Vict,  c.  52,  when  the  charge 
was  dismissed;  whether  the  statement 
of  Mr.  Safford  was  correct;  and,  whe- 
ther, in  future,  the  Treasury  will  repay 
such  expenses  when  they  have  been 
allowed  by  the  Local  Authorities? 

The  secretary  (Mr.  Jackson) 
(Leeds,  N.) :  It  is  the  fact  that  the 
Treasury  have  declined  to  repay  to  the 
Local  Authorities  the  expenses  allowed 
under  29  &  30  Viet,  c.  52,  as  such  ex- 
penses do  not  fall  within  the  terms  of 
the  Vote  for  the  Repayment  of  Criminal 
Prosecution  Expenses.  There  is  no  in- 
tention of  enlarging  the  classes  of  oases 
the  expenses  of  whjch  are  now  repay- 
able. 
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PARLIAMENTARY      REGISTRATION-  -  **""'.  ^;Vf,?  \-^^''"'?', ''  "'"j  ^^  T' 
ASSISTANT    REVISING   BABRISTEaS  ^  ^0^1  Slntirhf^  anTfh\' 
(IRELAND).                             ^    ^    xTx  House  that  I  shall  be  able  to  give  to- 
Mr    T.  M.  HEALY  (Longford,  N  )  sorrow   a   list   of  names  of  Eevising 
asked  Mr.  Attorney  General  for  Ireland,  Barristers. 
Has  the  ex-Attorney  General  been  con- 
sulted this  year,  or  is  it  intended  to  con-  AGRICULTURAL  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE 
suit  him,  in  accordance  with  precedent,  PRIVY    COUNCIL  —  STUDENTS    IN 
as  to  the  names  of  the  proposed  Assistant  AGRICULTURE  AT  SOUTH  KENSING- 
Kevising  Barristers ;  is  it  the  fact  that  TON. 

in  1885,  during  a  Tory  Administration,  j^^    LABOUCHERE  (Northampton) 

all  the  appointments  were  made  by  30th  ^sked  the  Vice  President  of  the  Com- 

August  (some  sittingsbeginning  as  early  mitte  of   Council  on  Agriculture,  How 

as  4th  September),  while  m  1886  the  j^^ny  students  have  been  examined  in 

appointments  were  made  even  earlier  by  the  principles  of  agriculture,  the  amount 

the  Liberal  Government ;  if  so,  what  is  p^id  to  professors,  and   the  incidental 

the  cause  of  the  delay  this  year ;  and,  is  expenses  in  connection  with  the  subject 

it  intended  not  to  announce  the  names  ^t  South  Kensington,  during  the  seven 

until  the  Estimates  have  W  years   ending   26th   May,    1887;    and, 

The   ATTORNEY  GENERAL    for  whether  the ftudents  who  pass  generall^ 

IRELAND    (Mr.   Gibson)    (Liverpool,  fallow  agriculture  as  a  business  after- 

Walton) :  The  ex- Attorney  General  has  wards  ? 

not  been  consulted,  nor  was  his  Prede-  The  VICE  PRESIDENT  (Sir  William 
cessor  last  year  by  the  late  Administra-  q^^  Dyke)  (Kent,  Dartford) :  A  Return 
tion.  In  1885  most  of  the  Revising  shall  be  prepared  giving  the  information 
Barristers  were  appointed  by  the  30th  required,  except  as  regards  the  last 
of  August,  but  some  at  a  later  date.  In  paragraph  of  the  Question.  When 
1885  it  was  important  to  commence  the  neariy  5,000  students  are  examined 
revision  as  soon  as  possible  after  the  Ist  annually  it  would  be  difficult  to  say 
of  September,  whereas  now  the  revision  whether  they  follow  the  business  of 
cannot  comnience  before  the  8th  of  agriculture  afterwards  or  not;  but  the 
September.  It  is  the  fact  that  Revising  Return  could  include,  if  desired,  the 
Barristers  were  appointed  earlier  by  the  ^ames  and  occupations  of  all  those  who 
Earl  of  Aberdeen,  who  appointed  28  on  h^d  passed  during  the  last  year,  from 
the  2nd  of  August,  three  days  before  the  ^^ich  it  would  be  seen  that  a  large  pro- 
Marquess  of  Londonderry  was  sworn  in,  portion  are  already  engaged  in  agricul- 
and  1 1  were  afterwards  added.  It  is  ture.  It  would  be  well  if  the  hon. 
proposed  to  appoint  26,  as  against  39  Member  could  see  me  as  to  the  form  of 
last  year.  There  is  no  such  intention  as  the  Return, 
suggested  in  the  last  paragraph  of  the 
Question.  PERU— THE    PERUVIAN    BOND- 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY :  In  view  of  the  HOLDERS, 

important  fact  that  the  seats  of  many  ^^  LABOUCHERE  (Northampton) 

Members  are  dependent  upon  whether  ^^^ed  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 

-True  Blues"  are  appointed  or  not,  I  foreign  Affairs.  Whether  the  Govern- 

want  to  know  whether  the  Government  ^ent    has    been  asked    to  give   their 

will  postpone    the    Estimates  for    the  countenance,  either  alone  or  in  conjunc- 

salaries  of  these  gentlemen  until  after  tion  with  France,  to  a  Mission  to  Chili 

we    have    been    furnished   with    their  ^^  ^^^alf  of  the  Peruvian  Bondholders' 

""^""^'i.  ^4^^"^*^  ?fJ^  ^'\^  ^  ^^  ^^«^®^  Committee ;  and,  if  so,  what  answer  has 

out  of  this  House  without ^^^^  ^yen  ? 

\]^'  ^I^t^^  A  ?1^^\^^^^t'   1.  11  The     under     SECRETARY    of 
Mr.  T.   M.  HEALY :    Then  I  shaU  gTATE  (Sir  James  Fergusson)  (Man- 
oppose  these  Estimates  being  brought  ^,,^gter,  N.E.) :  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
on  before  we  have  the  names  of  these  ^.^^t  have  not  been  asked  to  give  their 
gentlemen.  countenance  to  such  a  Mission  ;  nor  are 
Subsequently,  they   aware  that  any  such  is  contem- 
Thb  chief  secretary  for  IRE-  plated  ;  but  had  the  British  Peruvian 
LAND)  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour)  (Manohes-  bondholders  desired  for  themselveB  to 
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Rcheme,   and   whether  there  was   any 
truth  in  the  report  ? 

The  SECRETAEY  of  STATE  (Sir 
Henry  Holland)  (Hampstead) :  My 
attention  has  heen  called  to  the  article 
referred  to.  The  statement  is  quite  incor- 
rect. I  have  not  been  approached  by  the 
concessionuaires  of  the  alleged  scheme, 
nor  have  I  had  any  such  scheme  brought 
under  my  notice.  I  need  hardly  add, 
therefore,  that  I  have  expressed  no 
approval  of  it. 

BUSINESS  OF  THE   HOUSE. 

Colonel  NOLAN  (Galway,  N.)  asked 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury,  Whe- 
ther it  was  his  intention  to  report  Pro- 
gress in  Supply  at  an  early  hour  that 
evening  in  order  to  proceed  with  the 
Allotments  Bill  ? 

The  FIEST  LOED  (Mr,  W.  H. 
Smith)  (Strand,  Westminster)  said,  that 
looking  at  the  condition  of  Supply,  he 
was  not  in  a  position  to  ask  the  House 
to  report  Progress  at  an  early  hour ;  and 
therefore,  unless  they  got  through  the 
Irish  Estimates  before  half  -  past  I 
o'clock,  the  Allotments  Bill  would  not 
be  proceeded  with  that  evening. 

Mr.  OHANNING  (Northampton,  E.) 
asked,  what  day  the  Bill  would  be  taken 
if  they  did  not  reach  it  that  night  ?  At 
this  time  of  the  Session  it  would  be  most 
inconvenient  if  they  did  not  know  when 
the  Bill  would  be  taken. 

Mb.  W.  H.  smith  greatly  regretted 
the  inconvenience  to  which  hon.  Mem- 
bers were  put  in  consequence  of  the 
postponement  of  the  Bill ;  but  the  hon. 
Gentleman  would  see  that  it  was  very 
difficult  to  ^  a  day.  He  would,  how- 
ever, give  the  earliest  possible  Notice  as 
to  when  the  Bill  would  be  proceeded 
with.  They  must  get  Supply,  and  the 
Eeport  stage  of  the  Coal  Mines,  &c. 
Eegulation  Bill  must  be  taken  this  week 
— he  hoped  on  Saturday. 

Mr.  JESSE  COLLIN GS  (Birming- 
ham,  Bordesley) :  In  case  the  Allot- 
ments Bill  is  not  taken  to-night,  will  it 
be  taken  to-morrow  ? 

Mr.  W.  H.  SMITH:  If  the  Irish 
Estimates  are  disposed  of  to-morrow 
night  we  will  take  it  then. 

Mr.  CH  ANNING  asked,  whether  the 
Allotments  Bill  could  not  be  taken  at 
any  time  of  the  night?  Members  on 
the  Opposition  side  of  the  House  were 
perfectly  ready  to  deal  with  it  at  any 
Aour. 


Subsequently, 

Mr.  W.  H.  smith  said,  with  regard 
to  the  answer  he  had  given  a  few 
minutes  ago,  he  desired  to  state  that 
while  he  did  not  wish  the  House  to 
remain  sitting  till  a  very  late  hour  owing 
to  the  strain  put  upon  Members,  it  had 
been  represented  to  him  that  the  Bill 
would  not  take  a  very  long  time,  and  in 
that  case  he  would  not  object  to  its  being 
taken  at  half-past  1  in  the  morning. 
But  it  must  be  obvious  that  it  would  be 
impossible  to  enter  on  a  prolonged 
debate  after  that  hour  ;  and  therefore  be 
should  leave  it  to  the  good  feeling  of 
hon.  Members  to  say  whether  the  Bill 
should  be  taken  at  the  close  of  the 
Sitting  or  not. 

Mr.  SHAW  LEFEVEE  (Bradford, 
Central)  said,  he  had  some  important 
Amendments  on  the  Paper,  and  he  would 
not  wish  that  they  should  come  on  at  3 
o'clock  in  the  morning.  He  would 
prefer  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
should  say  something  definite. 

Colonel  NOLAN  announced  that  as 
the  Bill  had  been  altered  by  leaving  out 
Ireland,  he  should  move  that  it  be  post- 
poned until  Ireland  was  included  in  the 
measure. 

Mr.  W.  H.  smith  said,  under  those 
circumstances,  the  Bill  would  not  be 
taken  that  night. 

In  reply  to  Mr.  Wallace  (Edinburgh, 
E.), 

Mr.  W.  H.  smith  said,  that  the 
Technical  Schools  (Scotland)  Bill  would 
not  be  taken  to-night. 

the  magistracy  (england  and 
wales)-dartmouth  magistrates. 

Mr.  CLANCY  (Dublin  Co.,  N.)  asked 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  De- 
partment, with  reference  to  a  matter  to 
which  he  had  twice  called  his  attention. 
Whether  the  Lord  Chancellor  had 
arrived  at  a  decision  with  regard  to  cer- 
tain Dartmouth  magistrates,  who,  from 
a  recent  trial,  appeared  to  have  been 
guilty  of  gross  misconduct  on  the  public 
road? 

The  SECRETAJaY  of  STATE  (Mr. 
Matthews)  (Birmingham,  E.)  said,  he 
had  no  information  on  the  subject  more 
than  he  had  given  the  hon.  Member  be- 
fore. 

Mr.  CLANCY  said,  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  given  him  no  infor- 
mation. 
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COURSE   OF   BUSINESS. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  ([^ngford,  N.) 
Bubinitted  with  regard  ta  the  Bills  on 
the  Paper,  that  the  proper  course  for 
the  Government  to  take  would  be  at  the 
conclusion  of  their  own  Busineas  to  move 
the  adjourament  of  the  House. 

The  FIEST  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith)  (Strand, 
WestmioBter)  said,  he  would  consider 
the  suggestion;  but  no  disputed  Busi- 
ness would  be  taken  after  the  third  Go- 
vern meat  Order. 

Mr.  TOMLTNSON  (Preston)  sug- 
gested, with  a  view  to  complete  the  dis- 
cussion on  the  Coal  Mines,  &c.  Regula- 
tion Bill  on  Saturday,  that  the  Rule  with 
regard  to  Wednesday  Sittings  should 
not  be  applied  to  that  day. 

Mb.  "W,  H.  smith  said,  he  believed 
it  was  the  general  wish  of  the  House 
that  the  Wedoeaday  Rule  should  be  ad- 
hered to.  From  what  he  had  ascertained 
from  Qentlemen  on  both  side.^,  he  be- 
lieved there  was  no  doubt  that  the  dis- 
cussioD  on  the  Bill  would  be  completed 
before  6  o'clock  on  Saturday. 

MOTIONS. 


PARLIAMENT— THE  NEW  RULES  OF 
PROCEDURE  (1882)  — RULE  2  (AD- 
JOURNMENT  OF  THE  HOUSEJ. 

THE  PROCLAIMED  MEETING  AT  BAL- 
LYCOREE,  ENNIS,  CO,  CLARE. 


Mr.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.) ;  I  wish  to 
ask  tho  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  if  he  can  give  us 
any  information  on  two  matters  of  great 
importance  in  Ireland.  First,  I  want  to 
ask  bim  on  what  grounds  the  Govern- 
ment have  prohibited  the  meeting  an- 
nounced to  be  held  near  the  town  of 
Enuis  neit  Sunday,  and  also  if  he  will 
state  at  the  same  time  whether  the  pro- 
hibition will  bring  the  meeting  under 
the  definition  of  an  unlawful  assembly 
dealt  with  under  Clause  3  of  the  Crimes 
Act ;  and  also  I  wish  to  ask  how  it  is, 
in  spito  of  repeated  assurances  given  by 
him  iu  this  House,  evictions  are  still 
being  carried  out  on  tho  property  of 
The  O'Qrady  at  Herbertstown,  county 
Limerick,  of  tenants  under  £  100  a-year 

Thb  chief  secretary  (Mr.  A.J. 
Balfoub)  (Manchester,  N.E.) :  As  the 
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bon.  Gentleman  is  aware,  what  I  have 
said  in  the  House  with  regard  to  evic- 
tions does  not  depend  upon  any  asaur- 
aacee  of  mine,  but  upon  what  the  law 
is,  and  upon  that  point  the  bon.  Gen- 
tleman is  probably  as  i;ood  ajudgeaal 
am.  I  apprehend  the  law  to  be  exactly 
as  I  have  previously  stated — at  present 
there  can  be  no  legal  evictions  in  Ire- 
land  

Mb.  EDWARD  HARRINGTON 
(Kerry,  W.);  Why  do  you  supply 
police,  then? 

Mr.  speaker  :  Order,  order ! 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  Of  tenants 
under  £100  a-year,  and  therefore  every 
eviction  in  Ireland  muet  bo  either  upon 
title  or  where  the  rent  ia  over  £100. 
That  I  boliove  to  be  tho  law. 

Mb.  DILLON  :  The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman has  not  taken  the  least  notice  of 
the  first  Question  as  to  a  meeting  pro- 
posed to  be  held  at  Ennis,  in  County 
Clare,  being  proclaimed,  and  whether 
such  Proclamation  of  the  meeting  will 
bring  it  under  the  definition  of  an  un- 
lawful assembly  under  Clause  2  of  the 
Crimes  Act  ? 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  No,  Sir ;  I 
believe  not.  If  the  hon.  Gentlemaa 
would  address  that  Question  to  the  right 
hoD.  and  learned  Gentleman  near  m«, 
perhaps  he  would  get  a  fuller  answer. 

Me.  DILLON :  Perhaps  the  right 
hon,  and  learned  Gentleman  will  in- 
form me  ? 

The  attorney  GENERAL  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Gibson)  (Liverpool, 
Walton):  I  think  it  has  been  often  ex- 
ptaiaed  that  tho  action  of  the  Executive 
in  proolainting  any  assembly  is  only  a 
measure  of  a  precautionary  character, 
and  does  not  make  an  innocent  assembly 
an  unlawful  one.  There  is  no  additional 
efficacy  given  to  the  Proclamation  of  a 
meeting  by  the  recent  Act  of  Parlia* 
ment  passed  that  Session.  That  Act, 
under  Section  I,  deals  with  cases  of  riot 
and  unlawful  assembly.  The  Procla- 
mation of  the  Lord  Lieutenant  does  not 
constitute  an  innocent  assembly  an  un- 
lawful assembly,  but  it  la  n  warning 
that,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Executire, 
the  assembly  was  an  unlawful  one,  and, 
of  course,  law-abiding  citizens  would 
naturally  pay  attention  to  the  admoni- 
tion. 

Mr.  DILLON:  In  consequence  of 
the  answers  I  have  received  I  feel  com- 
pelled to  ask  the   permission    of  ths 
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the  opinion  given  by  the  Attorney  Gene- 
ral for  Ireland  as  to  its  lawfulness.  I 
say  it  is  not  unlawful.  Those  who  are 
seeking  to  put  down  this  meeting  are 
doing  a  most  dangerous  and  deadly  act 
against  the  public  peace  in  Ireland ;  and 
those  who  would  attempt,  by  means  of 
their  bludgeons  and  bayonets  and  buck- 
shot in  the  hands  of  men  under  the  com- 
mand of  ruffianly  inspectors,  instructed 
by  secret  telegrams  like  Captain  Plun- 
kett's,  not  to  hesitate  to  '^  shoot  down  the 
people  if  necessary,"  would  have  the 
blood  of  the  people  upon  their  heads. 
Very  little  would  induce  Captain  Plunkett 
to  think  it  necessary.  What  was  the 
action  of  Captain  Plunkett  the  othey  day 
as  reported  in  The  Times  of  this  morning  ? 
Why,  two  or  three  women  were  standing 
outside  a  house,  when  they  saw  Captain 
Plunkett  coming  along  the  road.  They 
called  him  a  hangman,  and  he  turned 
on  them  and  said — *'If  you  say  that 
again  I  will  send  the  police  in  amongst 
you."  That  is  the  kind  of  man  who  in 
all  probability  you  will  have  in  command 
next  Sunday.  I  say  we  will  bring  the 
peasantry  of  Clare  into  Ennis.  We  are 
standing  on  our  rights,  and  if,  when  the 
people  enter  Ennis  on  Sunday  they  are 
met  by  some  500  or  600  armed  men  with 
loaded  guns,  there  is  bloodshed,  it  will 
be  upon  the  head  of  the  Chief  Secretary 
for  Ireland,  who  is  breaking  the  law  in 
prohibiting  a  political  meeting  and  is 
allowing  himself  to  be  made  the  tool  of 
exterminating  and  rack-renting  and 
ruffianly  landlords  of  Clare,  who  dread 
the  public  opinion  of  this  country,  and 
know  that  their  action  towards  their 
tenants  had  best  be  done  in  the  dark. 
Why,  if,  as  they  are  proud  of  boasting, 
they  are  not  ashamed  of  these  evictions, 
why  are  they  afraid  of  our  going  to  Clare 
and  bringing  an  English  Member  of  Par- 
liament with  us  ?  They  want  bloodshed. 
They  have  tried  peace  for  six  months, 
have  found  the  people  too  strong,  and 
what  they  want  to  do  is  to  get  back  to 
the  old  and  evil  days,  and,  by  creating 
riots  and  disturbances,  be  allowed  to  let 
Plunkett  and  his  bludgeon  men  loose  on 
the  people.  I  look  forward  to  this  kind 
of  thing  with  the  greatest  possible 
anxiety  and  alarm ;  but  it  is  absurd  to 
suppose — and  I  do  not  think  the  Chief 
Secretary  even  can  suppose  that,  even  if 
we  were  cowardly  and  base  enough  to 
do  as  the  London  TimeSf  with  its  manly 
sneer,  thinks  we  would,  to  run  away,  we 

Mr.  Dillon 


could  not  do  it.  The  Times^  that  great 
advocate  of  law  and  order,  says  that 
"  Mr.  Dillon  and  Mr.  O'Brien  are  skilled 
in  the  art  c  C  running  away  from  a  police- 
man." I  would  like  to  see  the  editor  of 
the  London  Times  with  his  head  batoned 
by  a  constable,  and  without  any  means 
of  resistance.  I  promise  him  he  would 
run  faster  than  I  would.  But  whether 
we  are  inclined  to  run  away  or  not,  one 
thing  is  perfectly  certain — we  are  not  in 
a  position  to  do  it.  It  very  often  happens 
that  when  a  man  is  inclined  to  show  the 
white  feather  he  finds  it  far  more  diffi' 
cult  to  do  that  than  to  face  the  danger. 
I  am  bound  to  say  that  I  would  not  be 
the  least  ashamed,  to  run  away  from  a 
policeman,  though  I  never  did  so  in  my 
life.  But  if  a  man  with  no  weapon  in 
his  hands  is  attacked  by  20  or  30  men 
who  have  weapons,  I  do  not  think  the 
man  need  be  the  least  ashamed  to  run 
away.  I  have  seen  very  brave  men  run 
away  in  such  circumstances,  who,  if  they 
had  weapons,  would  have  made  short 
work  of  their  assailants ;  but,  what  we 
cannot  run  away  from  even  if  we  wanted, 
is  the  public  opinion  of  England  and  of 
Ireland.  Let  the  Government  be  under 
no  mistake  in  this  matter ;  the  meeting 
at  Ennis  next  Sunday  must  take  place, 
and  it  will  be  continued  until  it  is  dis- 
persed by  the  bludgeons  and  the  bayonets 
and  the  buckshot  of  the  armed  force  sent 
to  put  it  down.  I  call  upon  the  head  of 
the  Irish  Executive  to  justify  himself  in 
face  of  this  country  if  he  can  for  what 
he  is  going  to  do  in  Ennis  next  Sunday, 
and  if  he  has  not  got  very  much  stronger 
grounds  to  go  upon  than  anything  he  has 
been  able  to  put  forward  for  some  time 
past,  the  people  of  this  country  will 
teach  him  and  his  Gt>vemment  that* 
there  is  a  length  in  Ireland  to  which  he 
cannot  go  in  dealing  with  the  people. 
In  order  to  afford  the  right  hon.  Gentle 
man  an  opportunity  of  justifyiog  his 
action,  I  beg  to  move  the  adjournment 
of  the  House. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
**That  this  House  do  now  adjourn."— 
{Mr.  Dillon,) 

The  chief  SECRETABYforIRE- 
LAND  (Mr.  A.  J.  Bai^oub)  (Handles* 
ter,  E.) :  The  hon.  Gentleman  tho  Mem- 
ber for  East  Mayo  i  r.  Dillon)  might 
have  had  the  chief  poi  ion  of  tho  infor- 
mation I  shall  now  i  1^6  Mm  ol  At 
grounds  upon  wl         b)i*  aMNrtiig  at 
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Ennis  was  proclaimed  had  I  not  inad- 
vertently omitted  to  reply  to  one  part  of 
his  question.  I  the  more  greatly  regret 
that  inadvertence  on  my  part,  because 
it  has  afforded  the  hon.  Member  an 
opportunity  of  delivering  a  speech  which, 
however  innocent  it  may  be  in  this 
House,  will,  I  am  afraid,  have  an  evil 
effect  upon  people  on  the  other  side  of 
the  Irish  Channel.  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man asks  me  on  what  ground  we  have 
proclaimed  this  meeting,  and  he  has 
read  out  a  placard  as  proof  and  testi- 
mony that  the  objects  of  the  meeting  are 
purely  political,  and  that  it  ought,  there- 
fore, not  to  be  interfered  with  by  the 
Executive.  In  dealing  with  this  matter, 
the  Executive  have  to  consider  two 
questions — first,  what  are  the  real 
objects  of  the  meeting ;  and  secondly, 
what  are  likely  to  be  its  results.  I  am 
not  at  all  prepared  to  deny  that  the 
objects  of  this  meeting,  as  appearing 
from  the  placard  read  out  by  the  hon. 
Member,  are  entirely  and  purely  of  a 
political  character,  and  that  if  the  meet- 
ing had  no  other  object,  and  was  likely 
to  lead  to  no  more  serious  consequences 
than  an  ordinary  political  meeting  held 
in  the  Eotunda  in  Dublin  or  held  in  this 
country,  the  Irish  Executive  would  have 
had  no  right  to  interfere  at  all.  But  I 
would  remind  the  hon.  Gentleman  that 
those  who  have  called  meetings  in  dis- 
turbed districts  in  Ireland  have  never 
found  any  difficulty  whatever  in  showing 
that  the  avowed  objects  of  those  meet- 
ings were  of  the  most  innocent  political 
description.  The  principles  that  we  have 
adopted  in  proclaiming  the  meeting  are 
identical  with  those  that  were  adopted 
by  Lord  Spencer,  and  carried  out  year 
after  year  by  the  late  Liberal  Govern- 
ment. Looking  over  the  list  of  meetings 
which  Lord  Spencer  found  it  his  duty  to 
proclaim,  I  could  find  several  in  the  very 
county  with  which  we  are  now  dealing. 
In  Clare  Lord  Spencer  prohibited  a 
meeting  at  Feakle,  as  there  were  very 
serious  disturbances  in  the  immediate 
neighbourhood.  He  proclaimed  an  end- 
less number  of  meetings  altogether.  He 
proclaimed  one  at  this  very  place — at 
Ennis.  The  meeting  was  one  convened 
by  public  placard  for  the  purpose  of  the 
hon.  Gentleman  who  is  now  the  Mem- 
ber for  Mid-Tyrone  (Mr.  M.  J.  Kenny) 
•ddfeanng  hia  constituents,  and  that 
hfiftkm  Q«Didema  .  it  was  annoanced, 
■grid  h#  MOOD         d  on  the  platform 


by  Mr.  O'Brien,  M.P.,  Mr.  Biggar, 
M.P.,  and  other  gentlemen,  who  would 
address  the  meeting.  Is  there  anything 
more  innocent  than  a  Gentleman  going 
down  to  address  his  constituents  ?  And 
yet  Lord  Spencer,  on  the  ground,  and 
the  sole  ground,  that  Clare  at  that  time 
was  in  a  disturbed  state,  thought  it  was 
his  duty — and  I  believe  it  was  his  duty — 
to  prevent  that  meeting  taking  place.  I 
could  multiply  such  instances  times 
without  end;  but  there  is  no  doubt 
about  the  precedent  of  Lord  Spencer. 
The  right  hon.  Baronet  to  whom  allu- 
sion has  been  made  to-night,  who  is  now 
the  Member  for  the  Bridgeton  Division 
of  Glasgow  (Sir  George  Trevelyan),  and 
was  at  the  time  of  which  I  am  speaking 
Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland,  told  us  that 
in  his  opinion  the  National  League  was 
a  purely  political  organization,  and  as 
such  ought  to  be  spared  ;  but  I  observe 
the  Government  of  which  that  right  hon. 
Gentleman  was  the  chief  responsible 
officer  in  this  House  proclaimed  a  meet- 
ing in  County  Cork  which  was  avowedly 
called  for  no  other  purpose  whatever 
than  that  of  establishing  a  branch  of 
the  National  League.  In  other  words, 
he  proclaimed  a  meeting  which  had  for 
its  object  the  purely  political  one  of 
establishing  a  branch  of  what  he  re- 
garded as  a  purely  political  organization. 
[An  hon.  Member:  When  and  where 
was  that?]  At  Castle  Lyon,  County 
Cork,  23rd  October,  1883.  I  am  not 
going  to  labour  this  point  in  reference 
to  the  proceedings  of  Lord  Spencer  or 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  the  Bridgeton  Division,  because  pre- 
cedents abound.  There  is  no  question 
whatever  that  Lord  Spencer  invariably 
considered  it  to  be  his  duty,  and  one  of 
the  functions  of  a  responsible  Govern- 
ment, to  proclaim,  and,  in  so  far  as  he 
could,  to  stop,  any  public  meeting  what- 
ever where  its  avowed  objects,  however 
innocent,  or  purely  political,  providing 
he  thought  such  a  meeting  would  lead 
to  a  disturbance  of  the  public  peace.  But 
this  is  not  the  question.  Where,  I  ask, 
is  this  meeting  going  to  be  held  ? 
The  hon.  Member  lor  East  Mayo  said  it 
was  going  to  be  held  in  a  peaceful  part 
of  the  country. 

Mr.  DILLON  :  What  I  said  was  that 
it  was  going  to  be  held  in  Ennis,  away 
from  the  centre  of  disturbance. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUE :  This  meeting 
ia  to  be  held  in  the  very  centre  of  what 
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is  by  far  the  most  disturbed,  disorganized 
county  in  the  whole  of  Ireland  at  this 
present  moment.  If  any  gentleman 
chooses  to  consult  the  statistics  of  crime 
in  Ireland,  he  will  find  that  the  County 
of  Clare  stands  on  the  unenviable  pin- 
nacle of  having  produced  out  of  all  pro- 
portion the  largest  number  of  grave 
agrarian  crimes;  and  not  only  so,  but 
that  Clare  is  undoubtedly  a  county  in 
which  the  system  of  intimidation,  for 
which  we,  on  this  side  of  the  House, 
think  the  National  League  in  chiefly  re- 
sponsible, prevails  in  its  most  aggra- 
vated form  absolutely  unchecked.  Now, 
8ir,  the  hon.  Gentleman  has  told  us  that 
meetings  in  Ireland — at  any  rate  more 
in  Ireland  than  anywhere  else — are  in- 
nocent, as  they  are  a  peaceful  people. 
The  hon.  Gentleman  really  misappre- 
hends the  whole  purport  and  meaning 
of  Proclamations  of  this  kind.  I  do  not 
doubt  the  least  in  the  world  that  a  great 
majority  of  the  meetings  in  Ireland  are 
peaceful  meetings.  Wherever  the  mass 
of  the  population  is  in  favour  of  a  meet- 
ing there  is  no  reason  why  that  meeting 
should  not  be  peaceful,  whatever  the 
doctrines  proclaimed  at  it,  whatever 
result  in  the  form  of  outrage  might 
ultimately  spring  from  it.  The  evil 
of  these  meetings  does  not  exist,  as 
the  hon.  Gentleman  appears  to  think, 
judging  by  bis  speech,  in  any  dis- 
turbance of  the  public  peace  which 
occurs  at  the  meeting ;  the  evil  of  these 
meetings  arises  entirely  from  the  con- 
sequences they  produce  in  the  district 
where  they  are  held — the  disturbance 
of  the  public  peace,  the  crime,  the 
outrages  and  the  acts  of  intimidation 
which,  unhappily,  too  often  flow  from 
them.  The  hon.  Gentleman  has  told  us 
that  the  Executive  Government  has  been 
moved  in  this  matter  simply  by  the  pres- 
sure which  has  been  brought  to  bear 
upon  them  by  rack-renting  landlords  in 
the  County  of  Clare.  On  what  ground 
does  the  hon.  Gentleman  make  that 
accusation  against  the  Government? 
The  hon.  Member  in  the  speech  which 
he  has  just  delivered  has  spoken  of 
several  matters  which  are  within  his  own 
personal  knowledge,  and  on  which  his 
statements  and  opinions  are  entitled  to 
consideration  and  respect  by  the  House  ; 
but  when  the  hon.  Member  describes  the 
motives  which,  have  actuated  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government ;  when  he  tells  us 
what  kind  of  letters  we  have  received, 

Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour 


and  wbat  kind  of  effect  those  letters 
have  produced  in  our  minds,  it  is  mani- 
fest from  the  nature  of  the  case  that  he 
speaks  without  authority,  and  purely 
from  conjecture,  upon  a  subject  upon 
which  he  can  have  no  direct  knowledge 
whatever.  Sir,  I  directly  traverse  and 
contradict  the  statements  of  the  hon. 
Gentleman  in  that  respect.  So  far  as  I 
know,  at  all  events,  no  letter  has  come 
from  any  Clare  landlord. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  Oh,  no. 

Mb.  speaker  :  Order,  order ! 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  gave  my 
sanction,  and  am  responsible  for  this 
meeting  being  proclaimed.  Among  the 
documents  brought  before  to  my  notice 
when  I  gave  that  decision  there  was — 
so  far  as  I  am  aware — no  letter  from  any 
Clare  landlord ;  and  certainly  if  there 
was  one,  which  there  was  not,  I  was  not 
influenced  by  it.  I  was  influenced,  as 
every  man  in  my  position  would  be,  by 
information  and  opinions  given  me  by 
those  responsible  for  the  public  peace  on 
the  spot.  Their  dear  conviction  and 
opinion  was  that  the  meeting  to  be  held 
was  one  which  would  lead  to  a  disturb- 
ance of  the  public  peace  and  to  crime 
and  outrage,  and,  that  being  their 
opinion,  I  was  not  going  to  take  upon 
myself  the  responsibility  of  saying  that 
with  my  goodwill  the  meeting  should  go 
on.  The  hon.  Gentleman  has  told  us  that, 
whether  we  proclaim  this  meeting  or  not, 
the  meeting  will  be  held ;  and  he  has 
said  that  if,  in  consequence  of  holding 
that  meeting  in  defiance  of  the  Procla- 
mation, bloodshed  should  ensue,  that 
bloodshed  will  rest  on  the  head  of  the 
Government.  [An  hon.  Membbr:  On 
yours.]  Yes,  I  think  he  singled  me 
out  especially.  But  I  can  assure  the 
hon.  Member  that  responsibility  is  not 
to  be  fixed  on  one  person  or  another 
merely  on  the  fiat  of  the  hon.  Member. 
I  venture  to  tell  him  that  the  responsi* 
bility  for  the  evils  that  may — and  very 
likely  will — ensue,  if  in  defiance  of  the 
Proclamation  this  meeting  is  held,  will 
rest,  and  must  rest,  on  the  head  of  those 
who  insist  upon  holding  this  meeting  in 
defiance  of  the  Proclamation.  It  will 
rest  upon  those  leaders  of  the  Irish 
people  on  whom  already  rests  the  g^eat 
weight  of  responsibilities  in  these  mat- 
ters ;  and  if  the  hon.  Gentleman  thinks 
that  he  can  acquit  himself  and  absolve 
his  Friends  from  their  share  in  the  re- 
sponsibility by  pointing  over  to  us  and 


761     Th0  Proehimed  Ifeetinq    {Septtimbkr  I,  18B7}        at  Bally coree^  ^e.         7^2 


saying,  '*  Upon  your  head  will  rest  that 
responsibility,"  I  tell  him  that  that  will 
not  be  the  verdict  of  the  English  people, 
and  it  will  not  be  the  verdict  of  this 
House.  The  hon.  Member  (Mr.  Dillon) 
has  told  us  he  was  driven  to  take  the 
course  he  had  in  regard  to  this  meeting 
by  the  force  of  popular  opinion  behind 
him. 

Mu.  DILLON :  I  did  not  say  that  at 
all.  I  said  that  if  I  felt  any  inclination 
to  play  the  coward  I  dare  not  do  it. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  It  appears  to 
me  that  the  hon.  Gentleman  has  empha- 
sized the  sentiment  I  had  watered  down 
when  trying  to  repeat  it.  What  he  did 
say  is  that  if  he  wished  to  run  away  he 
would  be  afraid  to  do  so.  Well,  Sir, 
that  means,  and  can  only  mean,  that 
whatever  his  conscience  may  say,  he  is 
driven  on  by  a  force  over  which  he  has 
no  control.  [Mr.  Dillon  :  Absurd !]  I 
venture  to  dispute  that  proposition.  I 
believe  if  you  would  let  alone  this  un- 
happy peasantry — if  you  did  not  use 
that  influence  which  your  position  and 
your  abilities  give  you,  there  would  be 
no  difficulty  whatever  in  inducing  them 
to  be  the  law-abiding  members  of  a  law- 
abiding  community  which  I  hope  in  the 
near  future  we  shall  see  them  to  be. 
But,  Sir,  I  do  not  know  that  I  need  say 
anything  further  upon  this  question. 
[^interruption  from  the  Irish  Members,! 

Mb.  speaker  :  I  must  ask  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member  for  North  Long- 
ford (Mr.  T.  M.  Healy)  not  to  interrupt 
80  constantly. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  again  give 
the  House  the  assurance  which  I  have 
given  them  before  with  regard  to  this 
meeting  and  with  regard  to  every  such 
meeting  which  it  may  the  duty  of  the 
Executive  in  Ireland  to  proclaim.  We 
shall  not  be  influenced  under  any  cir- 
cumstances by  political  considerations. 
We  shall  in  no  degree  be  influenced 
towards  proclaiming  a  meeting  by  the 
political  objects  which  may  be  announced 
or  the  topics  to  be  dealt  with  at  that 
meeting ;  we  shall  be  influenced  by  the 
consideration  which  must  always  be 
present  to  our  minds,  that  on  us  rests 
the  responsibility,  in  as  far  as  we  can, 
of  preserving  law  and  order  in  Ireland, 
and  that  we  are  bound  to  suppress  all 
meetings  which,  in  our  judgment,  ezer- 
oised  to  the  best  of  our  ability,  may 
conduce  to  disorder,  to  outrage,  or  to 
intimidatioii. 


I  Mr.  p.  STANHOPE  (Wednesbury) 
!  said,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief 
Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  A.  J.  Bal- 
four) seemed  to  imagine  that  he  alone 
had  authority  to  speak  in  the  name  of 
the  English  people  ;  but  he  ventured  to 
say  that  the  English  people,  aye,  and 
those  who  elected  him  at  Manchester, 
if  called  upon  to  decide  on  this  question 
as  to  whether  the  right  of  free  speech 
was  to  be  abolished,  would  restore  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  to  the  manage- 
ment of  his  rack-rented  estates  in  Soot- 
land  and  deprive  that  House—if  it 
could  be  called  a  deprivation — of  the 
presence  of  the  modern  Stafford.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  said  to  the 
hon.  Member  for  East  Mayo  (Mr. 
Dillon)  **  Let  alone  the  unhappy  peasan- 
try of  Ireland."  Why,  for  700  years 
that  had  been  the  cry  of  the  Predeces- 
sors of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman.  For 
700  years  they  had  been  let  alone  to  be 
starved  and  evicted,  and  now,  because 
Englishmen  were  happily  alive  to  the 
miseries  the  Irish  peasantry  had  en- 
dured and  had  made  the  Irish  cause 
their  own,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  said 
they  were  defying  the  law — the  law 
which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  and  his 
Friends  had  made  in  opposition  to  the 
wishes  of  the  great  majority  of  the 
English  people — because  they  refused 
to  be  intimidated  into  silence  or  sup- 
pressed at  the  order  of  the  Irish  Execu- 
tive. The  right  hon.  Gentleman  said 
that  the  Government  had  not  in  that 
matter  been  inspired  by  the  landlords 
of  Clare.  He  (Mr.  P.  Stanhope)  would 
ask,  had  it  not  been  inspired  in  that 
matter  by  Captain  Plunkett  ?  Was  not 
Captain  Plunkett  the  agent  of  the  land- 
lords ? 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  The  hon. 
Member  is  under  a  misapprehension. 
Captain  Plunkett  has  nothing  to  do  with 
the  district  in  question. 

Mb.  p.  stanhope  said,  he  had, 
perhaps,  mistaken  the  name  of  the 
Resident  Magistrate  who  inspired  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  but,  whoever  tho 
Resident  Magistrate  might  be,  he,  in 
any  case,  must  be  by  the  very  circum- 
stances of  his  arbitrary  position  a  friend 
and  a  representative  of  the  landlord 
class.  He  hunted  and  shot  with  the 
landlords,  and  reserved  another  kind  of 
shooting  for  the  tenantry.  Well,  this 
meeting  in  question  was  called  for 
obj  eots  which  were  purely  politioaL    He 
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admitted,  however,  that  one  of  those 
objects  was  unpatriotic  and  unconstitu- 
tional in  the  eyes  of  the  Government. 
That  object  was  to  express  a  vote  of 
thanks  to  Mr.  Gladstone  for  bis  mes- 
sage of  peace  to  Ireland,  He  could 
understand  that  must  strike  the  lacka- 
daisical and  whimsical  mind  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  who  now  held 
the  reins  of  power  in  Ireland  as  being 
a  monstrous  proposition. 

Mr.  SPEA.KEE:  Order,  order!  I 
must  caution  the  hon.  Member  against 
using  language  which  is  not  Parliamen- 
tary nor  commonly  courteous.  If  the 
hon.  Member  repeats  that  language  I 
shall  name  him  to  the  House. 

Mr.  p.  stanhope  :  I  bow,  Sir,  to 
your  decision  If,  under  the  impulse  of 
a  very  strong  feeling  with  regard  to  the 
Executive  in  Ireland  I  used  an  expres- 
sion which  I  cannot  believe  will  be  con- 
demned by  the  majority  of  the  English 
people 

Mr.  SPEAKER:  Order,  order!  I 
must  ask  the  hon.  Member  not  to  defend 
language  which,  from  the  Chair,  I  have 
emphatically  condemned. 

Mr.  p.  stanhope,  resuming,  said, 
then  he  had  this  to  say,  that  his  con- 
tention was  that  the  meeting  in 
question  was  called  fgr  purely  Consti- 
tutional objects.  It  was  not  called  to 
excite  or  encourage  ill-feeling  or  any 
irritation  which  might  unfortunately 
exist  among  the  peasantry  in  Ireland  ; 
but  it  was  called  for  the  purpose  of 
saying  to  them  words  of  peace  and  good- 
will, and  of  telling  them — as  ho  (Mr. 
P.  Stanhope)  on  the  part  of  his  con- 
stituents now  told  them— that  they  were 
not  alone  in  this  fight,  but  that  they 
had  the  English  people  behind  them, 
and  that  while  there  was  no  doubt  that 
the  majority  seated  on  the  Ministerial 
Benches  were  willing  to  follow  the 
Government  in  whatever  courses  they 
might  desire  to  pursue,  yet  that  there 
was  flowing  now  throughout  the  con- 
stituencies of  England  a  tide  which  was 
rising — a  tide  which  would  sweep  away 
that  Act  under  which  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  suppressed  this  meeting, 
which  would  restore  to  the  people  of 
Ireland  the  right  of  free  speech,  and 
some  semblance  of  liberty,  and  which, 
in  doing  so,  would  also  remove  a  Govern- 
ment which  he  would  venture  to  call  both 
arbitrary  and  incompetent  from  the 
Trecwury  Bench.  - .  ovi,  i 

Mr,  P.  Stanhope 


Mr.  M.  J.  KENNY  (Tyrone,  Mid) 
said,  he  was  astounded  with  the  speech 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief 
Secretary  for  Ireland.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  proceeded  to  justify  his  action 
by  referring  to  the  precedents  set  by 
Lord  Spencer,  and  in  particular  to  a 
meeting  of  his  (Mr.  M.  J.  Kenny's)  con- 
stituents which  was  proclaimed  several 
years  ago.  He  would  tell  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  that  Lord  Spencer  subse- 
quently recognized  his  mistake,  and  that 
a  short  time  afterwards  the  meeting  was 
held,  and  in  no  way  molested.  What 
he  objected  to  in  regard  to  the  Procla- 
mation of  the  meeting  at  Ballycoree  was 
that  whereas  Lord  Spencer  proceeded 
under  specific  sections  of  the  Crimes 
Act  of  1882,  the  present  Government  had 
taken  no  such  powers.  They  went  upon 
what  they  said  was  the  Common  Law— 
though,  in  his  belief  it  was  not  the  Com- 
mon Law — and  they  proclaimed  a  meet- 
ing which,  in  his  opinion,  they  had  no 
power  whatever  to  proclaim.  The  Pro- 
clamation was  absolutely  valueless,  and 
every  bayonet  used  and  every  charge  of 
buckshot  fired  into  the  people  would  be 
a  crime,  and  if  the  lives  of  the  people 
were  taken  the  responsibility  would  rest 
on  those  who  had  suppressed  the  meeting. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief 
Secretary  had  stated  he  had  got  no  re- 
presentation from  the  landlords  of  Clare. 
Now,  it  was  a  matter  of  notoriety  that  a 
meeting  of  Clare  landlords  was  held— 
the  report  appeared  in  the  Press — and 
at  that  meeting  a  resolution  was  adopted 
calling  on  the  Government  to  proclaim 
the  Ballycoree  demonstration,  and  a  copy 
of  it  sent  to  the  Castle.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  said  he 
had  not  seen  that  representation ;  but  he 
(Mr.  M.  J.  Kenny]  would  like  to  know 
whether  the  Lord  Chancellor  of  Ireland 
(Lard  Ashbourne)  had  not  seen  it,  and 
whether  really  it  was  not  in  consequence 
of  that  representation  that  the  Castle 
Authorities  took  action  and  declared  the 
meeting  illegal.  The  meeting  had  been 
proclaimed,  in  the  first  place,  not  be- 
cause of  the  presence  of  Irish  Membera, 
but  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  English 
Members  of  Parliament  from  speaking  to 
the  people  of  Ireland.  It  was  a  very 
easy  thing  to  send  Irish  Members  to  the 
plank  bed.  That  was  done  before,  and 
would  be  done  again;  but  it  was  a 
totally  different  thing  to  send  an  English 
K^i^mber  to  prison.    He  should  like  to 
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Boe  the  Bench  of  Magistrates,  men  in 
Ireland,  who  would  venture  to  send  an 
English  Member  to  prison.  They  dare 
not  do  it ;  and  it  was  for  the  purpose  of 
preventing  English  Members  from  going 
across  to  Ireland  and  exemplifying  by 
their  presence  the  union  between  the 
peoples  of  England  and  Ireland,  and  of 
preventing  a  vote  of  thanks  being  parsed 
to  Mr.  Gladstone,  that  the  arbitrary  step 
of  proclaiming  the  meeting  was  taken 
by  the  Government.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  had  said 
the  meeting  was  to  be  held  in  the  centre 
of  a  disturbed  estate  ;  but  he  (Mr.  M.  J. 
Kenny)  challenged  the  Government  to 
prove  that  following  any  meeting  in 
Clare  there  had  been  an  outbreak  of 
crime.  It  was  meetings  of  this  kind 
held  throughout  Ireland  for  the  past 
seven  years  that  had  changed  the  coun- 
try from  a  country  abounding  in  agra- 
rian crime  to  a  country  in  which  agrarian 
crime  did  not  exist,  and  it  was  only  in 
districts  in  which  meetings  had  been 
proclaimed  that  disturbances  arose.  In 
the  second  place,  it  had  been  proclaimed 
for  the  purpose  of  giving  facilities  to 
certain  landlords  in  the  district  to  evict 
their  tenants.  It  was  in  order  to  enable 
the  rack-renting  landlords  to  proceed  to 
the  full  extent  in  evicting  their  tenants 
that  that  meeting  had  been  proclaimed. 
He  concurred  in  the  declaration  of  his 
hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  East  Mayo 
(Mr.  Dillon)  that  he  did  not  intend  to 
yield  to  that  Proclamation.  The  result 
of  the  Proclamation — if  it  were  persisted 
in — would  be  that  instead  of  only  one 
meeting  there  would  be  more  than  one 
held  on  the  hill  of  Ballycoree.  The 
Government  would  not  succeed  in  putting 
down  those  meetings.  The  Irish  Mem- 
bers did  not  care  a  pin  for  the  Procla- 
mations of  the  Government.  In  one 
respect  they  were  valueless,  and  could 
easily  be  avoided ;  but  by  this  debate 
they  wanted  to  show  the  people  of  Eng- 
land that  the  Government  were  acting 
illegally,  and  that  it  was  through  no 
fault  of  the  Government  that  free  speech 
was  not  entirely  suppressed  in  Ireland. 

Mr.  LABOUCHERE  (Northampton) 
said,  he  thought  that  the  House  and  the 
country  owed  a  great  debt  of  gratitude 
to  the  hon.  Member  for  East  Mayo  (Mr. 
Dillon)  for  bringing  that  matter  forward, 
because  they  had  an  opportunity  of 
learning  what  the  doctrine  of  the  Chief 
Secretary  was  in  regard  to  proolaiming 


meetings.  The  right  hon.  Gentlemen 
fully  admitted  that  the  meeting  was  es- 
sentially a  political  one,  so  far  as  the 
object  stated  in  the  placard  went,  and 
also  that  there  was  not  likely  to  be  any 
disturbance  at  the  meeting  itself. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  What  I  said 
was  that  Irish  meetings  are  usually 
peaceable. 

Mr.  LABOUCHERE :  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  did  not  affirm  that  the  meet- 
ing would  be  in  any  way  a  disorderly 
meeting,  provided  that  the  police  did 
not  interfere.  In  fact,  he  seemed  to  in- 
timate that  one  of  the  grounds  for  pro- 
claiming it  was  that  the  district  was  oo 
exceedingly  Nationalist,  the  people  being 
all  of  one  mind — and  it  takes  two  to 
make  a  quarrel — that  there  was  not 
likely  to  be  any  disturbance.  [  Cries  of 
'*No,  no!'*]  That  was  the  efPect  of 
what  he  had  said.  But  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  alleged  that  meetings  in  dis- 
turbed districts  might  incite  the  people 
to  outrage,  crime,  and  intimidation,  not 
at  the  meetings  but  subsequently,  on 
account  of  what  the  speakers  had  said. 
But  how  could  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
know  what  was  to  be  said  at  that  meet- 
ing ?  He  was  bound  to  accept  the  state- 
ment of  the  conveners  of  the  meeting 
that  they  would  meet  to  pass  a  vote  of 
thanks  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Mid  Lothian  (Mr.  W.  E. 
Gladstone)  to  express  confidence  in  the 
hon.  Member  for  Cork  (Mr.  Parnell), 
and  to  ask  God  to  protect  Ireland.  Were 
these  propositions  likely  to  lead  to  inti- 
midation and  outrage  ?  But  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  says  there  have  been 
outrages  in  that  part  of  Ireland.  His  (Mr. 
Labouchere's)  hon.  Friends  denied  that, 
and  said  there  were  these  landlords  who 
had  been  rack-renting  and  evicting,  and 
who  intended  to  evict.  Now  it  appeared 
to  him  that  all  the  landlords  of  any  part 
of  Ireland  had  to  do  was  to  rack-rent 
and  evict  to  produce  a  feeling  of  discon- 
tent, in  order  that  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Chief  Secretary  might  be  able 
to  say  to  the  people  in  consequence  of 
that  ill-feeling,  **  I  shall  deprive  you  of 
your  political  rights ;"  for,  be  it  remem- 
bered that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
acknowledged  that  this  was  a  political 
meeting.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
said  he  could  not  conceive  how  anybody 
would  suppose  that  the  landlords  of  that 
part  of  Ireland  had  influenced  him  to 
proclaim  the  meeting.    Then  why  did 
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crimes  had  occurred  in  the  districts 
where  the  public  meetings  had  been 
held.  [An  Irish  Member  :  Give  the 
statistics.]  He  was  not  going  into  the 
question  of  statistics  on  that  occasion. 
Now,  the  ground  upon  which  the  Go- 
vernment had  proclaimed  the  meeting 
as  an  illegal  one  was  this.  They  had 
proclaimed  the  meeting,  not  under 
Statute,  but  under  the  Common  Law, 
a9  he  had  stated  in  reply  to  a  Question 
from  the  hon.  Member  for  East  Mayo 
(Mr.  Dillon).  The  Common  Law  enabled 
the  Government — a  responsible  Govern- 
ment— to  declare  that  it  would  suppress 
and  prevent  the  holding  of  an  assembly, 
which  it  regarded,  upon  the  evidence 
before  it,  as  calculated  to  cause  public 
disorder,  or  to  be  called  for  a  legally 
improper  purpose. 

Mr.  DILLON :  Will  the  right  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  say  whether  this 
Proclamation  is  under  the  same  Common 
Law  as  exists  in  England  ? 

Mr.  GIBSON  :  It  is  under  the  Com- 
mon Law  of  the  land,  and  so  far  as  I 
know  it  is  the  same.  It  was  impossible 
to  say  beforehand,  from  the  mere  state- 
ments of  the  placards,  what  the  actual 
circumstances  of  the  meeting  would  be, 
or  what  would  be  the  danger  of  the 
meeting.  In  England  or  Scotland  meet- 
ings might  be  held  with  perfect  safety, 
and  he  should  not  be  uneasy  at  Eng- 
lish Members  going  over  and  rousing 
any  amount  of  popular  enthusiasm  in 
Ireland ;  but  the  view  which  the  Go- 
vernment took  was  that  Ennis  was  a 
disturbed  district.  There  was  no  doubt 
that  many  references  would  be  made  at 
this  meeting  next  Sunday  to  the  action 
of  the  Government  in  proclaiming  the 
League.  Having  regard  to  the  state  of 
the  country  there  could  be  little  doubt 
that  the  result  would  be  violation  of  the 
law,  possibly  actually  at  the  meeting ; 
and  the  persons  who  incited  disobedi- 
ence to  the  police  at  this  meeting  would 
themselves  be  liable,  as  hon.  Gentlemen 
knew,  to  be  proceeded  against.  Speeches 
would  probably  be  made  at  this  meeting 
inciting  the  people  wholly  to  disregard 
and  disobey  the  Act  of  Parliament ;  and 
responsible  officials  on  the  spot  had 
formed  the  opinion  that  it  would  be 
dangerous  to  the  public  peace  if  this 
meeting  was  held.  That  justified  the 
action  which  the  Executive  had  taken ; 
and  a  serious  responsibility  would  rest 
on  responsible  politicians  who,  instead 
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of  challenging  the  policy  of  the  Execu- 
tive, insisted  upon  setting  their  private 
judgment  against  the  decision  of  the 
Executive  and  trying  to  force  the  people 
of  the  country  into  a  conflict  with  the 
officers  of  the  law.  That  was  a  terrible 
responsibility  for  hon.  Gentlemen  below 
the  Gangway.  He  would  caution  them, 
and  he  would  ask  those  of  them  whom 
he  knew  were  interested  in  the  fortunes 
of  the  Irish  people  not,  by  their  example 
and  language  in  that  House,  to  try  and 
force  the  people  of  the  country  into  such 
a  disastrous  conflict.  The  Government 
in  this  Proclamation  had  declared  on 
Bworn  information  that  this  meeting  is 
to  be  proclaimed  and  not  allowed  to  be 
held. 

Mr.  DILLON :  Will  the  right  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  read  out  the 
terms  of  the  sworn  information  ? 

Mr.  GIBSON:  Certainly  not. 

Mr.  E.  ROBEETSON:  Read  the 
Proclamation,  then. 

Mr.  GIBSON  said,  the  terms  of  the 

Proclamation  were — 

**  Now,  we,  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and  Gene- 
ral Governor  of  Ireland,  do  hereby  prohibit 
such  meeting,  and  do  strictly  caution  and  fore- 
warn  all  persons  whomsoever  that  they  do 
abstain  from  taking  part  in,  or  encotiraging,  or 
inciting  to  the  same ;  and  we  hereby  give 
notice  that  if  in  defiance  of  this,  our  Proclama- 
tion, any  such  meeting  at  Ballycoree  or  its 
neighbourhood  shall  be  attempted  or  take  place 
the  same  will  be  prevented,  and  all  persons  at- 
tempting to  take  part  in  or  encouraging  the 
same  or  inciting  thereto  will  be  proceeded 
against  according  to  law.'' 

That  was  the  solemn  Proclamation  put 
forward  by  the  Executive  Government. 
Responsible  politicians  might  challenge 
the  policy  and  the  authority  of  the  Exe- 
cutive in  doing  this ;  but  as  far  as  his 
memory  went  back  he  could  not  recall 
an  instance  of  any  responsible  politician 
in  that  House  inciting  the  people  of  the 
country  to  violate  the  Proclamation  and 
insisting  upon  holding  a  meeting  which 
the  Executive  had  declared  to  be  illegal. 
Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Longford,  N.) 
said,  he  had  hoped  before  the  right  hon. 
and  learned  Attorney  General  for  Ire- 
land sat  down  that  he  would  have  set  at 
rest  one  point  which  had  been  urged  by 
more  than  one  previous  speaker.  Tho 
Irish  Members  had  specifically  pressed 
about  1 0  times  for  an  answer  to  a  plain 
question  ;  and  if  the  Government  found 
fault  with  his  hon.  Friend  the  Member 
for  East  Mayo  (Mr.  Dillon)  for  making 
a  Motion  of  this  kind,  he  must  point  out 
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it     The  people  of  Clare    would  jump  ;  Sunday,    I  should— while    deprecating 

through  the  Proclamation  as  the  acrobat  ■  the  impolicy  of  the  proceeding— abstain 
jumpod  through  tlio  hoop,  and  would  ,  from  condemning  them  by  followinf;  the 
then  hold  it  up  and  show  others  how  it  hoa.  Member  for  East  Mayo  (Mr.  Dillon) 
was  done.  The  Oovernment  would  issue  I  into  the  Lobby,  as  I  intend  on  the  pre- 
one  I'roclamation  after  another,  and  got  j  sent  evidence  to  do  to-night.  I  listened 
deeper  and  deeper  into  tho  miro,  until !  to  the  speech  of  the  right  hon,  Gentle- 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  j  man  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr. 
Secretary,  broken  in  health,  spirita,  and  j  A.  J.  Balfour)  and  that  of  tho  right  hon, 
perhaps  in  reputation,  would  he  replaced  ;  and  learned  Gentleman  the  Attorney  Go- 
by someone  who  knew  no  more  than  the  |  noral  for  Ireland  (Mr.  Gibson);  and  I  felt, 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  known  last  i  after  hearing  both  of  them,  more  entirely 
March,  drafted  on  to  the  Treasury  Bench  bewildered  than  I  was  before  they  began 
to  make  new  mistakes,  and  perhaps  spill  i  as  to  the  grounds  on  which  this  meeting 
new  blood.  The  Irish  people  knew  it  '  is  to  be  put  down.  What  is  the  legal 
was  useless  to  make  further  appeals  to  ground  given  by  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Attorney  General  for  Ireland  for  the 
course  the  Government  are  pursuing? 
It  is  not  statutory  ground.  Ho  said  that 
the  Government  were  proceeding  under 
Common  Law,  and  he  defined  tho  Com- 
mon Law  as  Ihis— that  Her  Majesty's 
Government  in  Ireland  wore  entitled  to 
suppress  any  meeting  which,  in  their 
opinion,  would  tend  to  disorder  and  vio- 
lence. Then  aa  to  the  reason  for  tho 
action  which  Her  Majesty's  Government 
have  taken.  The  right  hon.  and  learned 
Attorney  General  say  a  that  Clare — 
where  this  meeting  is  to  be  held — is  in 
a  disturbed  oondition ;  therefore,  the 
result  of  the  meeting  will  be  violence 
and  crime.  There  is  a  third  reason 
which  the  Government  allege  for  their 
action.  It  ia  that  the  Hesident  Magis- 
trates of  the  neighbourhood  are  of  opi- 
nion that  disturbance  of  the  peace  will 
be  the  result  of  tho  meeting.  Is  that 
the  Common  Law  of  England  ?  I,  for 
one,  should  be  both  sorry  and  surprised 
if  such  a  doctrine  could  be  proclaimed 
as  the  Common  Law  either  in  England 
or  Ireland.  If  this  meeting  is  to  be  sup- 
pressed, the  Government  ia  taking  upon 
itself  a  great  responsibility.  It  would 
be  a  great  responsibility,  even  if  the 
meeting  were  illegal,  to  put  it  down  by 
bote  brutal  force.  The  only  juBlihcation 
for  such  action  would  be  in  the  case  of 
what  is  called  an  unlawful  asfcmbly.  I 
am  going  to  read  to  tho  House  a  few 
sentences,  in  which  the  greatest  living 
master  of  Criminal  Law  in  England  has 
defined  what,  according  to  the  Common 
Law  ia  England  as  well  as  in  Ireland, 
is  an  unlawful  assembly.  Mr.  Justice 
Stephen  says — "  An  unlawful  assembly 
is  an  assembly  of  three  orfour  persona" — 
her«  tho  right  hon.  and  learned  Attorney 
General  for  IrelKnd  is  on  safe  ground- 


Secretary,  but  they  would  make  a^ 
peals  outside  ;  and  he  would  tell  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Hecro- 
tary  that  he  was  treading  in  a  path 
which  lead  nowhere,  oscept  todestruction 
BO  far  ashisownpersunal  reputation  waa 
concerned.  The  course  the  Government 
were  pursuing  would  do  the  landlords  no 
good ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  it  would  do 
them  mischief.  It  would  lead  to  irri- 
tation and,  perhaps,  to  disorder,  which 
in  the  end  would  only  bring  about  what 
all  must  desire  to  prevont.  It  would 
make  the  Irish  still  more  indignant 
against  the  English  laws,  would  make 
them  still  more  persistent,   and  might 

I  causo  them  to  iling  over  tho  advice  of 
d  their  Bepresentativos    as    the  advice  of 

II  men  who  were  too  moderate,  beoause  the 
H^  Irish  Mombers  had  strained  their  minds 
H  to  give  the  people  the  advice  of  modera- 
I'  tion  within  the  past  few  months.  He 
I  appealed  to  ban.  Members  opposite  to  use 
I  their  influence;  toendeavour  in  private 
I  —they  could  not  do  it  in  that  House 
\    because  they   would  be  denounced — to 

put  some  pressure  upon  Her  Majesty's 
Government  and  try  and  knock  a  little 
common  sense  into  the  heads  of  the 
managers  of  the  Irish  Government.  He 
assured  them  that  if  they  did  that  they 
would  do  more  good  for  their  own  country 
and  for  Ireland  than  they  would  do  by 
any  amount  of  support  they  gave  to  the 
policy  of  represuoD. 

Mh.  E.  E0BERT80N  (Dundee):  I 
wish  to  say  in  all  linoerity  that  if  I  were 
.  «QiiTiiii'Hi4  that  the  meeting  that  is  to  be 
b  liold  oit  Sunday  next  ii  ot  saoh  a  cha< 
ft  nict»r  as  to  le  mauC  It  an  illegal 
m  raoeling.  or  if  I  were  sd  that  the 

y  Oovernment  hn     I     i  RX       .  fiw  tho 
•ctioD  which  tl  «»  *«k«  iw»t 
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'  *  together  with  intent  to  commit  a  crime 
by  open  force."  Is  that  what  the  meet- 
ing in  County  Clare  is  going  to  do? 
Has  anybody  declared  that  they  intend 
to  commit  crimes  either  by  force 
or  without  force  ?  On  the  contrary, 
those  who  have  got  up  the  meeting 
haye  declared  their  objects  in  the 
placard  read  this  evening;  and  these 
objects  have  been  admitted  both  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary and  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Attorney  General  for  Ireland  to  be  dis- 
tinctly political,  and  not  criminal.  An- 
other definition  which  Mr.  Justice 
Stephen  gives  of  an  illegal  assembly  is 
thi* — 

**  They  must  meet  with  intent  to  carry  out 
any  common  purpose,  lawful  or  unlawful,  in 
such  a  manner  as  to  g^ve  firm  and  courageous 
persons  in  the  neighbourhood  reasonable 
grounds  for  apprehending  a  breach  of  the  peace 
in  consequence  of  it." 

Now,  who  are  the  firm  and  courageous 
persons  in  the  neighbourhood  of  this 
proposed  meeting  who  have  given  this 
information  to  the  Government?  Is 
that  doctrine  of  the  greatest  master  of 
the  Criminal  Law  now  living  in  England 
consistent  with  the  doctrines  laid  down 
by  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Attorney 
General  for  Ireland  —  namely,  that 
wherever  the  Government  believes  that 
a  meeting  will  tend  to  disorder,  no 
matter  what  the  intent  of  the  persons 
calling  it  may  be,  it  must  be  suppressed  ? 
"When  the  legality  of  this  procedure 
comes  to  be  decided  by  a  Court  of  Law,  one 
of  the  points  which  will  have  to  be  con- 
sidered is  whether  the  Government  have 
weakly  yielded  to  panic,  or  whether  their 
complainants  were  firm  and  courageous 
persons.  The  main  thing  is  this. 
There  must  be  an  intention  on  the  part 
of  those  who  get  up  the  meeting,  not 
only  to  carry  out  the  purpose  of  the 
meeting,  but  to  carry  it  out  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  give  those  persons  reason- 
able grounds  to  apprehend  a  breach  of 
the  peace.  I  call  the  House  to  bear 
witness  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  and  the 
right  hon.  and  learned  Attorney  Gene- 
ral for  Ireland  have  shown  nothing  to 
justify  a  reasonable  fear  that  any  breach 
of  the  peace  whatever  is  likely  to  result 
from  this  meeting.  All  they  allege  is 
that  this  is  a  public  meeting  on  an  ex- 
citing subject  in  an  excited  neighbour^' 
hood,  and  that  the  result  will  be  to  tend 

Mr.  £,  RoherUon 


to  disorder.  Is  the  language  of  Mr. 
Justice  Stephen  consistent  with  that 
position  ?  I  say,  with  reference  to  the 
action  the  Government  are  taking,  that 
this  House  is  called  upon  to  preserve,  not 
merely  the  liberties  of  Ireland,  but  the 
liberties  of  England — and,  as  a  Scotch 
Member,  I  will  say  the  liberties  of  Scot- 
land as  well.  The  House  should  follow 
the  well-beaten  and  authoritative  path 
marked  out  in  the  words  of  Mr.  Justice 
Stephen,  and  repudiate  and  refuse  the 
vague  and  unconstitutional  legal  doc- 
trines laid  down  by  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Attorney  General  for  Ireland. 
There  is  another  point.  Though  the 
Proclamation  has  been  read  to  the 
House,  we  do  not  yet  know  what  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secre- 
,  tary  or  the  right  hon.  and  learned  At- 
torney Genersd  for  Ireland  intend  to  do 
on  Sunday ;  but  I  now  put  the  question 
boldly  and  broadly  in  this  House.  Do 
they  mean  to  put  down  this  meeting 
widi  the  exercise  of  all  the  force  that 
may  be  necessary  to  prevent  the  people 
coming  together  to  that  assembly  ?  We 
are  told  by  those  who  are  well  entitled 
to  speak,  by  those  who  are  advertised 
to  address  the  meeting,  that  they  mean 
to  go  to  that  meeting  and  resist  with 
legal  force  any  force  that  may  be  used 
against  them.  I  put  it  to  the  Govern- 
ment— Do  you  intend  to  use  the  powers 
that  undoubtedly  are  at  your  dimposal? 
Do  you  intend  to  use  the  i^Uest  influence 
that  may  be  necessary  to  enable  you  to 
put  down  the  meeting  which  you  have 
declared  to  be  illegal  ?  Do  you  intend, 
if  necessary,  to  kUl  —  legally  if  your 
view  is  right,  but  illegally  if  your  view 
turns  out  to  be  wrong,  and  that  of  Mr. 
Justice  Stephen  is  right  —  those  who 
insist  on  holding  that  meeting,  contrary 
to  the  Proclamation  of  the  Lord  lieu- 
tenant? That  position  you  are  bound 
to  take  up.  Tour  ground  is  utterly 
worthless.  Unless  you  commit  your- 
self to  the  most  extreme  consequences — 
namely,  to  the  extent  of  bloodshed — 
you  will  not  prevent  that  meeting  being 
held.  What  I  ask  is  — Are  you  will- 
ing to  back  your  opinion  as  to  the  un- 
lawfulness of  this  assembly  to  the  extent 
of  killing  those  who  may  choose  to  take 
part  in  it  ?  If  you  have  not  that  inten- 
tion your  Proclamation,  I  venture  to 
say,  is  worthless.  If  you  have  that  in- 
tention, the  seriousness  of  the  case  is 
such  that  this  House  ought  to  pause 
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before  assenting  to  the  position  which 
Her  Majesty's  Government  have  taken 
up.  I,  for  one,  will  be  no  party  to  it, 
either  by  my  vote,  or  my  voice,  or  my 
silence.  I  hope  the  Tory  Party  itself 
will  pause  before  committing  the  House 
to  such  an  extreme  and  such  a  dangerous 
position  as  that  which  I  have  shown  to 
be  the  necessary  and  logical  consequence 
of  the  doctrines  which  have  been  laid 
down  in  this  House  to-night. 

Mr.  OLANCY  (Dublin  Co.,  N.)  said, 
they  were  entitled  to  assume,  and  did 
assume,  that  this  meeting,  which  was 
convened  for  political  i)-.irpoBes,  was,  by 
the  admission  of  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Attorney  General  for  Ireland 
(Mr.  Gibson),  suppressed  for  political 
purposes.  He  (Mr.  Clancy)  challenged 
contradiction  when  he  said  that  three- 
fourths  of  all  the  meetings  suppressed 
in  Ireland  had  been  suppressed  in  the 
counties  of  Clare  and  Kerry;  and  yet 
crime,  instead  of  decreasing,  had  actually 
increased  in  these  particular  localities  to 
a  larger  extent  than  in  any  other  part  of 
Ireland.  It  seemed  to  him  that  if  the  Go- 
vernment had  not  the  action  of  the  last 
Liberal  Government  to  point  to  in  de- 
fence of  coercion  they  would  not  have  a 
leg  to  stand  upon  in  this  controversy,  or 
any  of  the  recent  controversies  in  which 
they  were  engaged.  They  were  told,  as 
usual,  that  what  the  Government  pro- 
posed to  do  now  had  been  done  by 
Liberal  Governments  in  former  years. 
But,  even  if  that  were  true,  how  could  it 
be  argued  that  because  a  Liberal  Ad- 
ministration once  acted  in  defiance  of 
the  principles  of  liberty,  the  present  Go- 
vernment were  justified  in  acting  in  the 
same  way  ?  The  answer  to  that  was  this 
— that  two  wrongs  did  not  make  a  right. 
Among  the  many  remarkable  admis- 
sions which  Lord  Spencer  had  made 
since  he  gave  up  the  government  of  Ire- 
land the  most  remarkable  was  that  the 
result  of  his  action  in  suppressing  public 
meetings  and  carrying  out  the  coercion 
policy  of  the  last  Administration  was 
from  day  to  day  to  increase  the  power  of 
the  Nationalist  Party,  and  that  from  day 
to  day  the  power  of  the  English  Govern- 
ment in  Ireland  to  maintain  its  position 
decreased  steadily.  Let  the  Gt)vernment 
bear  that  iu  mind.  They  might  sup- 
press 50  or  60  meetings ;  they  might 
imprison  1,000  men;  they  might  hang 
20  or  30  persons  for  political  offences ; 
but  all  he  could  say  was  that  when  the 


present  Government  had  carried  out 
their  present  policy  of  coercion,  the 
result  would  inevitably  be  the  same  as 
in  Lord  Spencer's  experience,  and  they, 
or  their  Successors — if  Successors  of 
the  same  kidney  still  sat  upon  those 
Benches — would  be  forced  to  say  that 
their  policy  of  coercion  was  a  failure — 
that  from  day  to  day  the  consequence  of 
it  was  not  to  decrease  but  to  increae  the 
strength  of  the  National  Party  in  Ire- 
land and  weaken  the  power  of  the  Bri- 
tish Administration. 

Mr.  HUNTEE  (Aberdeen,  N.)  said, 
that,  as  a  Member  of  that  House,  hp 
desired  to  wash  his  hands  publicly  of 
the  awful  responsibility  that  rested  on 
those  who  supported  the  Government  on 
that  occasion .  The  right  hon .  and  learned 
Gentleman  the  Attorney  General  for 
Ireland  (Mr.  Gibson)  had  truly  said 
that  the  Proclamation  did  not  make 
illegal  that  which  was  innocent  in  Eng- 
land. He  would  remind  hon.  Mem- 
bers of  this — that  there  was  a  vital 
difference  between  the  position  of  the 
Government  now  and  that  of  Lord  Spen- 
cer's Government.  Lord  Spencer  had  a 
special  statutory  power  to  suppress  meet- 
ings at  his  own  discretion ;  but  that  was 
not  the  case  with  the  present  Govern- 
ment. He  gathered  from  tho  right  hon. 
and  learned  Attorney  General  that  what 
constituted  the  illegality  in  his  eyes  was 
not  what  would  occiir  at  the  meeting  on 
Sunday,  but  certain  "  ulterior  conse- 
quences "  of  an  injurious  character 
which  he  imagined,  at  some  future 
period,  might  flow  from  that  meeting. 
If  that  was  the  ground  on  which  the 
right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  rested, 
he  warned  him  that  if  any  of  his  subor- 
dinates should  come  before  a  jury  it 
would  be  the  duty  of  the  Judge  to 
charge  that  jury  that  that  afforded  no 
ground  of  illegality  whatsoever.  The 
only  circumstances  that  could  by  any 
possibility  make  an  ordinary  meeting 
unlawful  would  be  that  the  manner  in 
which  it  was  brought  about  was  such  as 
to  give  firm  and  courageous  men  reason- 
able belief  that  a  breach  of  the  peace 
would  arise.  Ulterior  consequences  had 
nothing  to  do  with  it ;  and  no  person,  no 
soldier  or  policeman,  engaged  at  the 
meeting  derived  any  protection  whatever 
from  that  Proclamation.  If  a  jury  found 
there  was  no  reasonable  ground  for 
anticipating  breach  of  the  peace,  every 
one  of  the  persons  was  liable  for  assault 
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and  if  any  lives  were  lost  they  would  be 
liable  to  be  tried  for  murder.     It  ap- 
peared to  him  that  the  Government  had 
now  entered  on  the  fatal  path  which  for 
some  time  he  had  foreseen  they  would 
be  obliged  to   take.     They    had    now 
openly  declared  war  on  public  meetings 
in   Ireland.     He  challenged  any  hon. 
Member   who  had  heard  the    placard 
read  to  say,  if  this  was  not  a  legitimate 
public  meeting,  what  political  meeting 
possibly  could  be  legitimate  in  Ireland. 
Nothing  had  been  alleged  to  justify  the 
Government  in  suppressing  this  meet- 
ing which  would  not  justify  them  in 
suppressing  all  meetings.     That  was  a 
very  serious  state  of  affairs.     If  it  was 
not  too  late,  he  would  address  a  word  of 
warning  to  the  Government.     For  many 
years  past  the  political  affairs  of  this 
country  had  been    conducted    without 
extreme    violence  on  the  part  of  one 
Party  towards  another ;  but  the  Govern- 
ment had  taken  powers  to  give  the  plank 
bed,  the  prison  code,  starvation  fare, 
and  the  treadmill  to  their  political  oppo- 
nents in  that  House.     That  was  a  very 
serious  thing,  because,  if  his  reading  of 
history  was  not  entirely  wrong,  wicked 
conduct  of  that  kind  led  to   reprisals. 
Hon.  Members  opposite  would  not  al- 
ways be  in  power.     The  turn   of  the 
other  side  would  come — the  turn  of  an 
indignant  and  an  outraged  democracy 
would  come— and  he   feared  that   the 
example  which  had  been  set  of  violence 
and  illegality  by  hon.  Members  on  the 
Ministerial  Benches  might  produce  evil 
and  injurious  consequences.     They  had 
heard   from    the    landlords    and   their 
friends  that  the  cure  for  all  the  diffi- 
culties of  the  Irish  tenant  was  the  emi- 
gration of  the  people  from  the  soil 

Mr.  SPEA.KER  :  Order,  order  !  The 
hon.  Gentleman  is  not  keeping  himself 
to  the  point  of  definite  public  importance 
— namely,  the  Prodamation  of  a  meet- 
ing next  Sunday. 

Mr.  hunter  said,  he  was  afraid 
that  in  his  illustration  he  had  gone  a 
little  beyond  that  point.  He  only  wished, 
before  sitting  down,  to  say  that  the  course 
which  the  Government  had  wantonly 
adopted  was  a  proceeding  like  that  of 
the  bloody  Peterloo ;  and  all  he  could 
say  was  that  they  would  be  very  fortu- 
nate if  the  massacre  of  Peterloo  was 
not  crowned  by  the  worse  massacre  of 
bloody  Ennis. 

Mr,  Hunter 


Mr.  T.  p.  O'CONNOR  (Liverpool 
Scotland)  said,  he  was  surprised  that  the 
two  able  addresses  from  two  able 
lawyers  had  received  no  reply  from  the 
Treasury  Bench.  He  had  heard  nothing 
from  the  Treasury  Bench  to  show  that 
in  the  opinion  of  the  Government  the 
meeting  was  illegal. 

Mr.  GIBSON  said,  it  was  the  duty 
of  the  Government  to  act  upon  the  view 
which  they  took. 

Mr.  T.  p.  O'CONNOR  said,  the  right 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  claimed  that 
if  they  thought  a  meeting  was  dangerous 
to  the  public  peace  they   were  acting 
legally  in  proclaiming  that  meeting.  He 
must  say  that  that  was  an  opinion  which 
might  have  been  proclaimed  with  some 
show  of  reason  some  time  ago  ;  bnt  the 
right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  was 
surely  not  unaware  of  the  fact  that  a  Mem- 
ber of  that  House— the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  Derby  (Sir  William 
Harcourt),  who  was  at  one  time  Home 
Secretary,  and  who  had  been  an  emi- 
nent practitioner  at  the  Bar — had  de- 
clared that  that  conception  of  the  Com- 
mon Law  right  of  the  Government  was 
wrong.      The  Executive  possessed   no 
such  right,  the  decision  in  the  Salvation 
Army  case  having  disposed  of  any  such 
claim.    If  Lord  Spencer  and  the  Execu- 
tive had  a  Common  Law  right  to  pro- 
claim meetings  and  prevent  them,  why 
was  it  necessary  to  confer  that  right  upon 
them  by  Statute  in  that  House?    He 
contended  that  the  Act  of  1881  was  un- 
necessary and  uncalled  for.  The  doctrine 
laid  down  seemed  to  be  that   because 
something    might   be   said   which   the 
Government  would  not  like,  therefore 
the  meeting  should  be  suppressed.     The 
position  they  were  in  then  was  that  if  a 
number  of  persons  meet  next  Sunday 
in  spite  of  that  Proclamation  they  would 
be  acting  perfectly  within   their  legal 
right,  and  if  they  disregarded  the  Pro- 
clamation of  the  Lord  Lieutenant  they 
would    disregard  a  Proclamation    that 
was  illegal,  and  that  if  they  defended 
their  rights  against  the  police  sent  to 
disperse  them  they  were  defending  their 
legal  right  against  illegal  offenders.  He 
wished  to  know  what  crime  the  Qovem- 
ment  would  be  guilty  of  if  their  soldiers 
or   police   shed  innocent  blood,   when 
they  were  acting    illegally,  and  when 
those  whom   they  killed    were  acting 
within  their  legal  rights  ?    He  was  asto- 
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nisbed  at  the  action  of  the  Government. 
Ho  thought  that  with  all  the  powers  they 
had  at  their  disposal  they  would,  at  all 
events,  attempt  to  minimize  the  action 
of  the  Executive  with  reference  to  large 
bodies  of  men.     They  bad  tbe  power  to 
strike,  and  to  strike  hard,  at  individuals 
who  offended  them  or  made  themselves 
unpleasant.     That  being  so,  surely  they 
might  bave  refrained  from  interfering 
with  large  political  rights.     He  should 
bave  thought,    also,   that  the  circum- 
stances of  the  times  would  bave  been  a 
reason  for  their  not  needlessly  provoking 
the  people.     The  fact  of  it  was  the  Go- 
vernment bad  proclaimed  war  against 
the  Irish  people.     Their  Proclamation 
was  issued  in  that  spirit,  and  it  would 
be  received  in  that  spirit  by  the  Irish 
people,  and  it  would  bo  resisted  in  that 
spirit.       By  the  time  this  conflict  was 
over,    the    right   hon.   Gentleman    the 
Chief  Secretary  would  be  as  bankrupt 
and  dishonoured  as  ever  Judge  Jeffreys 
was ;   and  right  hon.  Gentlemen   who 
were  in  the  position  of  the  Government 
would  be  as  bankrupt  and  disreputable 
a  political  Party  as  ever   used  power 
which   a  temporary  chance  had  given 
them. 

Mr.  ROWNTREE  (Scarborough)  said, 
that  a  more  unfortunate  expression  never 
was  used  than  the  expression  used  by 
the  right  hon.  and  learned  Attorney 
General  for  Ireland  (Mr.  Gibson)  with 
reference  to  English  and  Scotch  political 
Reformers.  The  right  hon.  and  learned 
Attorney  General  told  them  that  if  the 
people  of  Ireland  were  left  alone  and 
were  not  interfered  with  by  political 
performers  things  would  go  on  all  right ; 
but  it  was  because  he  and  others  be- 
lieved they  had  a  great  duty  to  do  to- 
wards the  poor  peasants  of  Ireland  that 
they  were  found  devoting  themselves  to 
that  duty.  Perhaps  at  no  period  of 
history  had  so  many  evictions  gone  on 
without  crime  being  committed ;  and 
wore  English  Members  to  be  warned 
away  from  Ireland  and  be  told  that  they 
were  political  performers  ?  The  abject 
condition  into  which  the  Irish  people 
had  sunk  might  be  inferred  from  the  fact 
that  when  he  was  in  Ireland  the  people, 
hearing  that  ho  was  a  Member  of  Par- 
liament, crowded  round  him,  and  asked 
him  whether  he  could  not  do  them  some 
good,  imploring  him,  at  all  events,  not 
to  do  them  any  harm.  It  would  be 
doing  the  Irish  people  a  great  deal  of 


harm  and  a  great  wrong  to  take  away 
the  last  miserable  rag  of  their  liberty 
which  existed  in  the  right  of  public  meet- 
ing; and  it  struck  him  that  it  was  a 
most  melancholy  finish  of  this  Session  of 
Parliament. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided: — ^Ayes  61 ;  Noes 
97  :  Majority  36.— (Div.  List,  No.  440.) 

[7.20  P.M.] 

ORDERS  OF  TEE  DA  Y. 


SUPPLY -CIVIL  SERVICE  ESTIMATES. 

Supply — considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Class  II. — Salaries  and  Expenses  of 

Civil  Departments. 

(1.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  pro- 
posed, 

<*That  a  sum,  not  exceedhig  £104,809,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum 
necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come 
in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending 
on  the  31st  day  of  March  1888,  for  the  Salaries 
and  Expenses  of  the  Local  Goyernment  Board 
in  Ireland,  including  various  Grants  in  Aid  of 
Local  Taxation." 

Mr.  DEASY(Mayo,W.):  Some  cases 
connected  witb  tbe  attempts  wbiob  bave 
been  made  by  tbe  Emigration  Com- 
mittee 'appointed  by  the  authorities  in 
Dublin  to  emigrate  the  peasants  from 
Westport  and  Newport  have  recently 
been  under  investigation  in  the  con- 
stituency which  I  represent  —  West 
Mayo.  I  have  on  more  than  ono 
occasion  put  a  Question  to  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  on  the 
subject.  Under  the  Tramways  Act  of 
1882,  a  sum  of  £100,000  was  granted 
for  aiding  emigrants,  and  the  Tram- 
ways Act  of  1883  authorized  the  Trea- 
sury to  grant  a  further  sum  for  the 
same  purpose.  The  money,  I  believe, 
was  handed  over  to  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board,  and  is  now  being  expended 
under  their  supervision.  Close  upon 
£1,450  has  been  expended  within  the 
last  few  months  by  a  Mr.  Stoney,  a  gen- 
tleman residing  in  West  Mayo,  in  aid  of 
the  passages  and  expenses  of  emigrants 
from  the  West  of  Ireland,  although 
not  one  of  the  emigrants  was  allowed  to 
leave  the  country  without  the  sanction  of 
the  Inspector  of  the  Local  Government 
Board,  Captain  Sampson.  In  connection 
with  this  emigration  a  great  deal  of  scan- 
dal arose,  wmoh  for  a  considerable  time 
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was  concealed  from  the  Government. 
The  parish  priest  of  Newport,  near 
which  place  Mr.  Stoney  resides,  ascer- 
tained that  many  things  were  sanctioned 
by  Mr.  Stoney  and  the  Inspector  which 
were  not  creditable  to  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board.  He  therefore  demanded  the 
strictest  investigation  and  inquiry  into 
the  charges  which  were  made  against 
Mr.  Stoney,  with  the  result  that  an 
Inspector  was  sent  down  to  inquire  into 
the  charges  which  were  made.  I  have 
now  to  complain  that,  although  a  month 
has  elapsed  since  the  inquiry  was  com- 
menced, I  have  been  absolutely  unable 
to  obtedn  any  details  of  the  investigation 
from  any  Member  of  the  Irish  Govern- 
ment. I  have  put  several  Questions  to 
the  Chief  Secretary,  and  I  have  received 
answers  from  the  right  hon.  and  gallant 
Gentleman  the  Parliamentary  Under 
Secretary  ;  but  he  has  only  told  me  that 
no  decision  has  yet  been  arrived  at  by 
the  Local  Government  Board,  and  there- 
fore that  it  would  be  neither  fair  nor  just 
towards  Mr.  Stoney  to  give  me  the  par- 
ticulars which  I  ought  to  have  in  order  to 
bring  forward  the  question  I  desire  to 
discuss.  It  is  certainly  important  to 
know  what  conclusion  has  been  arrived 
at  in  reference  to  Mr.  Stoney  and  Cap- 
tain Sampson;  and  it  appears  to  me 
that  information  has  been  suppressed  in 
order  to  prevent  any  hon.  Members  from 
going  into  the  question  as  fully  as  it 
ought  to  be  gone  into.  I  must  say  that 
the  deliberate  refusal  to  give  informa- 
tion has  occasioned  great  inconvenience, 
and  I  hope  the  Chief  Secretarjjyiti-b^UJgfi^ 
to  give  the  Committer  some  explanation 
for  the  delay  in  producing  the  Beport, 
which  I  consider  to  have  been  both  un- 
warrantable and  unnecessary.  I  have 
been  told  that  the  gentlemen  against 
whom  the  charges  have  been  made  have 
given  a  complete  and  detailed  account 
of  the  way  in  which  the  money  was 
spent.  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary 
believes  that,  but  I  certainly  do  not ; 
and  I  have  strong  reason  to  believe,  from 
information  I  have  received  from  my 
constituents  in  AVest  Majo,  that  Mr. 
Stoney  was  not  able  to  produce  more 
than  a  few  receipts  from  the  hundreds 
of  families  he  has  emigrated  from  the 
West  of  Ireland.  On  the  contrary,  there 
is  reason  to  believe  that  this  gentleman 
has  put  a  considerable  amount  of  money 
in  his  own  pocket,  and  that  the  agent 
Mr,  Deasy 
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he  employed  was  guilty  of  embezzling 
part  of  it.     Of  course,  it  is  easy  for  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  to  get  up  and  say 
that  Mr.  Stoney  has   rendered  a  com- 
plete  account;    but  he  is  only  acting 
upon    information     he     has     received 
from    Dublin   Castle.      The   reason  I 
press    the    Government    for    the   par- 
ticulars   is    that    I    think    the   Local 
Gt)vemment  Board  desire  to  shield  their 
own  officer.    The  manner  in  which  the 
Committee  was  appointed  is  worthy  of 
mention,  and  I  am  afraid  that  I  shall 
have  to  speak  for   some  time  on  the 
question,  because  I  look  upon  it  as  one 
of  national  as  well  as  locail  importanoe. 
The  policy  of  the  Government  has  been 
to  exterminate  the  population.     Thej 
simply  think    it    a  good  job  to  get 
rid  of  them  at  any  oost.     This  has  been 
their    persistent  polioy,  although  OTor 
and  over    again   it    has    been    shown 
not    to    be    in    the    interests   of  the 
people.      I  find    that,    in    an    under- 
hand way,  the   Government  appointed 
an  Emigration  Committee  in  F^niarj 
last,  and  another  in  March,  with  a  view 
of  getting  rid  of  what  they  call  the  con- 
gestion.   The  policy  of  suocesiive  Go- 
vernments has  been  to  keep  these  unfor- 
tunate people  in  poverty  and  ignorance, 
and  then  to  remove  them  from  remote 
districts  in  Ireland,  where  no  English  is 
spoken,  to  the  United  States,  or  any 
other  part  of  the  civilized  world,  where 
they  find  themselves  in  a  state  of  deiti- 
tution  and  surrounded  by  evil  influences. 
Surely  it  would  be  better  for  them  to  be 
liht^r  own  country  than  in  the  back 

slums  of  NewH^^iSSjL^  ^7  ^'*  ^  ^  ^^ 
policy,  and  one  whio^lt®  QovemmaD^ 


from  information  I  have  recm?jf  j!!!' 
nection  with    the    inquiry   whri!!? 
place  at  Westport,  that  the  Goveri 
will  desist  from  these  attempts  to 
grate  the  people.     Who  is  the  crem 
man  who  was  appointed  at  the  head  cm 
the  Emigration  Committee,  and  of  wha? 
is  the  Committee  composed  ?   Last  Feb 
ruary,  the  Local  Government  Board  or 
some  other  authority  in  Dublin,  nomi 
nated  a  number  of  gentlemen  in  West 
port  and  Newport,  without  their  know- 
ledge, to  act  on  the  Emigration  Commit- 
tee.    I  do  not  complain  of  the  nomina- 
tion  of  the  Committee  generally ;  but  I 
do  complain  of  the  apj  dntment  of  Ur 
Stoney  at  the  oi  it.  He  was  a 
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bankrupt  landlord,  notorious  for  rack- 
renting,  and  for  exterminating  the  small 
tenantry  on  his  own  estate  ;  and  to  give 
such  a  man  complete  control  of  the  funds 
voted  by  Parliament  for  the  purpose  of 
relieving  distress  was  nothing  short  of  a 
public  scandal.  I  have  received  a  letter 
from  gentlemen  at  Newport  who  say  that 
they  found  their  names  among  the  Com- 
mittee for  the  Relief  of  the  Poor  by 
Emigration  entirely  without  their  know- 
ledge, and  the  moment  they  ascertained 
that  they  had  been  associated  with  Mr. 
Stoney  and  others  they  at  once  refused 
to  have  anything  to  do  with  the  whole 
business.  On  the  5th  of  August  several 
clergymen  and  shopkeepers  disclaimed 
having  anything  to  do  with  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  Committee  or  the  distribu- 
tion of  the  money,  although  they  found, 
to  their  amazement,  that  their  names 
were  made  public  as  having  been  parties 
to  what  was  done  by  Mr.  Stoney.  One 
of  these  gentlemen  says  that  it  was  by 
mere  accident  he  found  his  name  men- 
tioned as  being  allied  to  this  gentle- 
man, and  he  adds  that  he  was  in  a  posi- 
tion to  deny  from  the  commencement  of 
the  proceedings  that  he  had  any  hand 
or  part  in  them,  and  that  on  no  account 
would  he  be  concerned  in  any  of  the 
transactions  to  which  this  gentleman 
had  been  a  party.  Why  I  principally 
object  to  Mr.  Stoney's  connection  with 
this  matter  is  that  he  is  notoriously  a 
man  who  has  been  endeavouring  to  ex- 
terminate his  own  tenants.  He  is  a  man 
who  wants  money,  and  it  is  perfectly 
obvious  to  anyone  who  knows  the  rela- 
tions between  Mr.  Stoney  and  the  people 
of  the  district,  and  especially  his  own 
tenants,  that  nothing  short  of  a  robbery 
of  the  public  funds  could  have  taken 
place  under  his  direction.  The  serious 
charge  which  I  bring  against  him  is  a 
^arge  which  I  shall  be  able  to  show, 
||froni  evidence  taken  by  the  Local  Go- 
Tl^ument  Board  Inspector  at  Westport, 
enitms  fully  proved.  Evidence  was  given 
a  J  c&a  great  number  of  disreputable  trans- 
irliAt  ions ;  although  I  willingly  admit  that 
Feb-  ^j  of  them  took  place  through  the 
\f  or  K>nduct  of  his  agent,  of  which  he 
have  had  no  direct  knowledge,  but 
which  I  hold  him  responsible,  be- 
e  he  ought  to  have  appointed  an 
It  of  respectability.  About  seven  or 
years  ago  a  Bill  was  passed  by 
ent  giving  to  the  Irish  land- 
£160,000  for  £e  purpose  of  re- 
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claiming  waste  lands.  We  know  what 
became  of  part  of  that  money ;  and  if 
the  Chief  Secretary  will  explain  how  the 
rest  of  it  went,  I  am  sure  he  will  give 
most  interesting  information  to  the 
Committee.  That  attempt  failed  to  do 
any  good  to  the  tenants  of  Ireland.  The 
landlords,  who  borrowed  the  greater 
part  of  the  money  themselves  under  that 
Act,  put  it  into  their  own  pockets. 

The  CHAIRMAN  :  I  must  point  out 
to  the  hon.  Member  that  he  is  now 
entering  into  a  question  which  is  alto- 
gether outside  this  Vote. 

Mr.  DEASY  :  Then  I  will  not  pursue 
the  matter  further.  I  was  merely  en- 
deavouring to  illustrate  the  policy  of 
the  Government,  and  attempting  to  show 
a  direct  connection  between  what  was 
done  then  under  the  Act  of  1881  and 
what  has  been  done  in  this  instance. 
However,  as  you,  Sir,  have  ruled  me 
out  of  Order,  I  will  not  pursue  the  sub- 
ject. I  will  only  say  that  to  place  the 
distribution  of  public  money  in  the 
hands  of  a  man  like  Mr.  Stoney  was  an 
act  of  folly  which  cannot  be  too  strongly 
reprobated.  It  is  only  because  I  be- 
lieve that  what  has  taken  place  is  part 
of  the  policy  of  the  Government  that 
I  desire  to  refer  to  what  occurred  seven 
or  eight  years  ago.  In  my  judgment, 
this  system  of  emigration  is  nothing  but 
a  means  for  putting  money  into  the 
pockets  of  impecunious  Irish  landlords. 
I  propose  to  make  three  charges  against 
Mr.  Stoney — first,  that  he  used  the 
money  for  the  purpose  of  exterminating 
his  own  tenants;  secondly,  that  he 
profited  directly  by  keeping  a  large 
amount  of  public  money  in  his  own 
hands  to  enlarge  his  own  estate,  with- 
out rendering  a  proper  account  of  the 
money  distributed;  and,  thirdly — and 
this  is  the  most  serious  charge  of  all — 
that  he  applied  a  large  amount  of  the 
money  for  the  purpose,  whether  inten- 
tionally or  not,  of  subsidizing  and  en- 
couraging immorality  among  the  emi- 
grants. He  offered  bribes  of  a  large 
amount  to  tradesmen  in  Newport,  in 
order  to  encourage  the  carrying  out  of 
this  policy,  so  as  to  secure  that  there 
should  be  no  failure  in  it,  and  that  he 
should  profit  by  what  went  on.  I  have 
here  a  letter  which  I  received  a  short 
time  ago  from  a  Mr.  Moran,  whose 
name  was  on  the  Emigration  Commit- 
tee, but  who  refused  to  have  anything 
to  do  with  Mr.  Stoney  in  the  matter. 
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Ho  states,  most  positively,  that  a  man 
named  Gannon,  an  agent  of  Mr.  Stoney, 
went  to  him  several  days  before  the  first 
batch  of  emigrants  were  sent  away,  and 
asked  him  if  he  would  act  on  the  Com- 
mittee, intimating  at  the  same  time  that 
if  he  consented  to  do  so  it  would   be 
made  worth  something  to  him.     This 
man  Gannon,  on  behalf  of  Mr.  Stoney, 
told  Moran  that  if  he  would  only  take 
part  on  the  Emigration  Committee  in 
sending  these  people  away  by  a  Trans- 
atlantic line  of  steamers  he  would  get 
at  least  £300.     A  more  disgraceful  pro- 
posal was  never  made  ;  but  Mr.  Moran, 
who  is  a  public- spirited  man,  refused  to 
have  anything  to  do  with  it,  and  then 
Mr.  Gannon  went  about  the  neighbour- 
hood stating  that  Mr.  Moran  had  lost  at 
least  £300,  because  he  refused  to  comply 
with  his  wishes.    Now,  if  this  agent 
was  able  to  offer  £300  to  another  per- 
son as  profit  out  of  the  transaction,  what 
was  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee, 
through  whose  hands  the  money  went, 
likely  to  get  for  his  own  purposes  ?    I 
am  quite  sure  that  Mr.  Stoney  and  his 
friends  would  have  had  nothing  to  do 
with  the   carrying  out  of  the  scheme 
if  they  had  not  thought  that  they  would 
derive    considerable     benefit    from    it 
themselves.     Of  course,  the  statement 
of  Moran  may  be  discredited  by  the 
Treasury  Bench,  on  the  ground  that  he 
gave  no  evidence  before  the  Inspector ; 
but  he  tendered  evidence,  and  the  Local 
Government  Board  Inspector  refused  to 
allow  him  to  put  a  single  question  to 
Mr.   Stoney.     What    was   the  ground 
upon  which  Mr.  Micks,  the  Local  Go- 
vernment Board  Inspector,  declined  to 
hear  what  Mr.  Moran  had  to  say,  and 
declined  to  allow  him  to  put  a  single 
question  to  the  witness,  I  am  unable  to 
say ;  but,  as  the  inquiry  was  held  for  a 
specific  purpose — namely,  to  investigate 
certain  charges    brought    against   the 
Emigration     Committee      by     Father 
Greedie  and   Father  Cohen — I  do  not 
complain  of  the  course  taken  by  the 
Inspector.     It  is  obvious  that  if  every 
man  who  chose  to  make  charges  against 
a  witness  were  allowed  to  do  so,  there 
would  have  been  no  end  to  the  inquiry. 
The  second  charge  which  I  have  brought 
against  Mr.  Stoney  is  that  he  has  used 
this  money  for  the  purpose  of  enlarging 
his  own  estate,  and  for  getting  his  ten- 
ants' land  into  his  own  hands,  and  for 
forcing  people  to  accept  emigration  with- 

Mr.  Deasy 


out  rendering  a  proper  account  of  the 
money  distributed.     I  have  here  in  my 
hand   a  letter  from    a  rev.  gentleman 
who  resides   in   Mr.   Stoney's   district. 
He  tells  me  that,  in   a  short  time,  no 
fewer  than  14  tenants  of  Mr.   Stoney's 
were  obliged  to  take  passage  tickets  to 
America,  and  to  give  up  their  land  to 
the  landlord.     [The  Chiep  Secketart 
for  Ireland  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour)  (Man- 
chester, E.)  dissented.]     The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  opposite    shakes  his  head. 
At  any  rate,  these  tenants  have  been 
obliged  to  shift  their  quarters  from  the 
land  they  held  formerly,  and  I  am  told 
that  most  of  them  have  emigrated.    I 
think  I  shall  be  able  to  prove,  according 
to  Mr.  Stoney's  own  admission,  that  this 
charge  is  well-founded ;  and  it  is  beyond 
all  question  that  this  man  has  been  in- 
ducing his  tenants  to  leave  the  country 
by  bribing  them  to  give  up  their  farms. 
A  very  large  portion  of    this  sum  of 
£1,450  has  been  used  for  that  purpose, 
and  that  is  the  reason  why  I  have  men- 
tioned the  matter.     My  third  charge  is 
that  Mr.    Stoney  has  applied  a  large 
amount  of  the  money  for  the  purpose  of 
subsidizing  and  encouraging  immorahty. 
The  cases  to  which  I  refer  are  cases 
which  have  been    brought  before  the 
Local    Government    Board    Inspector. 
They  have  been  shown  to  be  witlun  Mr. 
Stoney's  knowledge,  although  Captain 
Sampson,  who  from  the  first  said  he  had 
great  doubts  of  the  fact,  has  not  been 
shown  to  be  connected  with  it.     An  ad- 
mission was  made  by  three  of  the  wit- 
nesses examined  that  young  unmarried 
men,  and  young  unmarried  womeuy  were 
permitted  to  g^  to  America  as  man  and 
wife,  although  they  were  not  relatives, 
and  the  money  was  voted  by  Parliament 
for    an    entirely    different    purpose  — 
namely,  to  encourage  people  to  go  away 
in  families,  in  order  to  relieve  the  con- 
gestion which  existed  in  the  West  of 
Mayo.     In  a  very  nice  way,  assuredly, 
this  congestion  has  been  relieved  upon 
Mr.  Stoney's  property.     The  first  case 
investigated  was  that  of  Thomas  Hold- 
ing, and  the  first  witness  called  before 
Mr.  Micks  in  reference  to  that  case  was 
Mary  Waller,   who  deposed  that   she 
was  the  wife  of  Thomas  Waller;  that 
her    husband    g^t  a  ticket  from    Mr. 
Stoney ;  that  she  had  seven  children — 
four  boys  and  three  girls — but  that  some 
of  her  children  went  away  with  her 
husband,  althoogh   others   WMit  witi^ 
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him  as  members  of  his  family  who  were 
in  no  way  related  to  or  connected  with 
him.  Now,  this  is  a  case  in  which  Mr. 
Stonoy  deliberately  gave  a  passage  to  a 
man  and  allowed  his  family  to  remain, 
although  one  of  the  conditions  laid 
down  by  the  Acts  of  1882  and  1883  was 
that  whole  families  should  be  emigrated 
together,  and  that  on  no  account  should 
other  persons  go  with  the  family.  Mr. 
Stoney  knew  very  ^ell  everyone  who 
lived  within  15  or  20  miles  of  his  own 
residence  ;  and  yet  he  not  only  allowed, 
without  sufficient  inquiry,  a  number  of 
strangers  to  go  to  America  in  contraven- 
tion of  the  Act  of  Parliament,  but  he  en- 
couraged young  girls  to  go  with  families 
with  whom  they  had  no  connection.  This 
was  distinctly  shown  by  the  evidence  of 
a  woman  named  Kelly.  She  was  asked 
— **Did  Mr.  Stoney  tell  you  he  knew 
the  names  of  the  persons  who  went 
out?"  and  the  answer  was — **Yes;  he 
named  every  one  of  them."  On  being 
asked  if  any  of  her  own  family  went, 
she  replied— "  Yes ;  Bridget,  father, 
and  [one  daughter  out  of  seven."  She 
was  then  asked  why  her  husband  did 
not  take  the  others  with  him,  and  her 
answer  was  that  Mr.  Stoney  said  he  did 
not  care  who  he  took,  he  only  wanted 
to  let  them  have  their  fling.  At  the 
close  of  this  evidence  Mr.  Stoney  was 
asked  if  he  had  any  questions  to  put  to  the 
witness,  and  he  declined  to  do  so.  If 
Mr.  Stoney  had  any  denial  to  make  to 
these  statements,  I  should  like  to  know 
why  that  denial  was  not  forthcomiog  ? 
[The  hon.  Member  then  referred  to 
other  cases,  and  read  long  extracts  from 
the  depositions  of  the  witnesses.]  Con- 
tinuing, he  said — From  what  I  have 
statod  there  is  abundant  evidence  to 
show  that  Mr.  Stoney  has  misappro- 
priated the  public  funds,  and  that  he 
has  been  acting  entirely  contrary  to  the 
provisions  of  two  Acts  of  Parliament 
passed  for  the  purpose  of  assisting  emi- 
gration. The  Act  of  Parliament  ex- 
pressly stipulates  that  whole  families 
should  be  emigrated ;  but  Mr.  Stoney, 
acting  as  emigration  agent,  has  not  only 
allowed  parts  of  families  to  go,  but  has 
permitted  strangers  to  accompany  them. 
The  Act  of  Parliament  has  thus  been 
broken,  and  the  public  money  mis- 
applied. I  submit  that  this  is  a  most 
serious  state  of  things,  seeing  that  these 
acts  have  been  done  with  the  aid  of 
money  voted  by  this  House.    Perhaps 


I  may  be  allowed  to  refer  to  another 
case.  John  Mattherson  was  examined 
by  Mr.  Kelly 

The  chief  SEOEETAEY  for  IRE- 
LAND  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour)  (Manches- 
ter, E.) :  Perhaps  it  may  shorten  the 
hon.  Gentleman's  case  if  I  say  that  the 
evidence  he  has  quoted  is  admitted,  and 
that  it  is  not  my  intention  to  make  any 
defence. 

Mr.  DEASY  :  If  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman admits  the  fact,  and  will  give  me 
an  assurance  that  the  case  of  Mr.  Stoney 
will  be  considered  by  the  Law  Officers  of 
the  Crown  for  the  purpose  of  seeing 
whether  they  cannot  institute  a  criminal 
prosecution  against  him,  I  should  be 
quite  ready  to  leave  the  matter  where  it 
stands  at  present. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  cannot 
pledge  myself  to  go  as  far  as  the  hon. 
Gentleman  wishes;  but  I  am  quite  ready 
to  admit  that  Mr.  Stoney  has  been 
guilty  of  grave  dereliction  of  duty,  and 
possibly,  in  some  cases,  of  something 
more. 

Mr.  DEASY :  To  some  extent  I  am 
satisfied  with  the  admission  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  has  made,  but  only  to 
a  certain  extent.  Having  regard  to  the 
serious  nature  of  the  case,  I  hope  I  may 
be  permitted  to  ask  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman if  he  will  consult  the  Law  Officers 
of  the  Crown,  and  ask  them  to  consider 
whether  Mr.  Stoney  has  not  laid  himself 
open  to  a  criminal  prosecution  ?  If  the 
Law  Officers  think  so,  then  I  ask  that 
Mr.  Stoney  and  his  agent  shall  be  pro- 
secuted for  the  grave  offence  they  have 
committed.  I  would  further  ask  whe- 
ther the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will  lay 
a  statement  of  the  case  before  the  Lord 
Chancellor,  with  a  view  of  consulting 
him  on  the  propriety — indeed,  the  abso- 
lute advisability — of  depriving  Mr. 
Stoney  of  the  Commission  of  the 
Peace? 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  The  Report 
of  the  Local  Government  Board  Inspec- 
tor, who  carefully  inquired  into  the 
matter,  has  just  come  to  hand.  I  agree 
with  the  hon.  Gentleman  that  the  result 
of  the  investigation  has  been  to  show 
that  Mr.  Stoney  has  been  guilty  of  very 
grave  neglect,  and  in  some  cases  of  even 
more  than  that — namely,  wilful  neglect. 
[  shall  certainly  forward  the  Report  to 
the  Law  Officers  of  the  Crown ;  but  I 
doubt  whether  a  criminal  action  would 
lie  against  Mr.  Stoney. 
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Mr.  DEASY:  Will  the  riglit  hon. 
Gentleman  also  lay  the  case  before  the 
Lord  Chancellor  ? 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  The  Lord 
Chancellor  will  see  it  as  a  matter  of 
course. 

Mr.  M.  J.  KENNY  (Tyrone,  Mid) : 
I  think  this  is  a  case  which  calls  for 
immediate  action.  If  Mr.  Stoney  has 
misapplied  the  public  money — and  the 
Chief  Secretary  admits  that  he  has — he 
is  not  a  fit  person  to  bo  on  the  Commis- 
sion of  the  Peace  in  Ireland.  Men  have 
been  struck  off  the  Commission  of  the 
Peace  for  much  less  offences  than  that. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  says  that 
the  Lord  Chancellor  will  see  the  case  as 
a  matter  of  course.  I  think,  however, 
that  we  ought  to  have  a  distinct  pledge 
that  the  matter  will  be  brought  before 
the  Lord  Chancellor  at  once,  and  that  he 
will  take  immediate  action  upon  it. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  There  is  no 
proof  that  Mr.  Stoney  has  been  guilty 
of  malversation  of  public  money. 

Mr.  M.  J.  KENNY :  I  said  misappli- 
cation. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  There  cer- 
tainly has  been  misapplication,  and  I 
repeat  that  the  matter  will  come  before 
the  Lord  Chancellor  in  the  usual  way. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Longford,  N.) : 
I  hope  that  my  hon.  Friend  the  Mem- 
ber for  West  Mayo  (Mr.  Deasy)  will  be 
satisfied  with  the  assurance  he  has 
received,  and  that  he  will  not  at  the 
present  moment  press  the  matter  further. 
I  concur  in  the  view  that  the  Govern- 
ment ought  to  take  stringent  action  ;  but 
I  think  my  hon.  Friend  was  well  advised 
in  what  he  said  in  regard  to  the  Local 
Gt)vemment  Board  Inspector  not  having 
developed  any  further  eharges  than 
those  which  were  laid  before  him.  I 
believe  the  Inspector  who  conducted  the 
inquiry  is  a  public  authority  in  whom 
complete  confidence  is  reposed.  I  have 
risen  now,  however,  to  put  a  question 
to  the  Government  upon  the  very  grave 
national  question  which  has  arisen 
between  this  country  and  America  in 
consequence  of  the  emigration  of  penni- 
less people  from  Ireland  by  acts  similar 
to  those  which  have  taken  place  under 
Mr.  Stonev.  I  wish  to  know  whether 
the  Correspondence  which  has  passed  on 
the  subject  between  Lord  Salisbury  and 
our  Minister  at  Washington  (Sir  L. 
Sackville  West)  will  be  published  ?  I 
believe  the  last  telegram  was  one  from 


Lord  Salisbury,  in  which  he  sent  for  a 
list  of  cases  in  which  these  emigrants 
had  been  stopped  by  the  United  States. 
In  view  of  the  scandal  which  has  arisen 
already  from  the  way  in  which  this 
emigration  fund  has  been  managed,  and 
the  grave  scandals  which  may  arise  ^m 
the  indiscriminate  sending  over  of  poor 
people  from  Ireland,  I  wish  to  kaov 
whether  the  Government  intend  to  put 
a  stop,  in  future,  to  this  system  of  in- 
decent emigration,  which  offends  not 
only  the  public  sentiment  of  America, 
but  of  Ireland,  and  produces  the  veiy 
gravest  scandals  by  giving  power  to  such 
persons  as  Mr.  Stoney  to  squander  the 
public  money  P 

Mr.  A,  J.  BALFOUR :  It  is  not  the 
intention  of  the  Irish  Government  to 
allow  any  public  money  to  be  appUed 
to  emigration  purposes  during  this  year. 
I  am  afraid  I  cannot  give  any  further 
promise  than  that. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY :  May  I  also  ask 
when  the  further  Correspondence  on  the 
subject  will  be  published ;  because  I 
believe  that  public  feeling  both  in  Ire- 
land and  in  America  has  been  keenly 
aroused  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUB :  I  am  unable 
to  say  when  the  further  Correspondence 
will  be  published.  I  can  only  repeat 
that  there  is  no  intention  to  allow  further 
public  money  to  be  applied  to  emigration 
purposes  this  year. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY :  Will  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  kindly  give  an  answer 
to  the  question  I  put  to  him  yesterday 
in  reference  to  the  course  which  has  been 
taken  by  New  Boss  and  Wexford  in 
regard  to  the  payment  of  rates  ? 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUB :  The  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  has  given  the  House  to 
understand  that  peace  is  likely  to  be  esta- 
blished in  New  Boss,  and  that  the  decla- 
ration against  the  payment  of  rates  has 
been  withdrawn.  1  believe  that  there 
is  at  this  moment  a  financial  disturb- 
ance in  the  Union  in  consequence  of  a 
recent  dispute;  but  I  hope  in  a  short 
time  to  allow  the  Guardians  to  be  re- 
turned. I  am  anxious,  however,  that 
jQnancial  order  should  be  restored  before 
the  Union  is  returned  into  the  hands  of 
the  Local  Authorities. 

Mh.  M.  J.  KENNY :  I  wish  to  call 
attention  to  a  Question  asked  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  West  Clare  (Mr. 
Jordan)  a  short  time  ago,  in  referenoe  to 
the  desire  which  has  been  ezpreswd  by 
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the  Ennistymon  Board  of  Guardians 
that  one  of  the  chaplains  should  he  paid 
by  fees,  and  not  by  salary.  My  hon. 
Friend  complained  that  the  Local  Go- 
Temment  Board  insisted  upon  appoint- 
ing a  chaplain  to  the  workhouse  at  a 
fixed  salary.  The  salary,  no  doubt,  is 
very  small ;  but  the  objection  the  Board 
of  Guardians  take  to  it  is  that  it  is  fixed. 
They  do  not  objeot  to  the  chaplain  being 
paid  by  fees;  their  only  objection  is 
that  he  should  haye  a  fixed  salary.  As 
a  matter  of  fact,  the  predecessor  of  the 
gentleman  who  was  recently  appointed 
had  been  10  years  in  the  chaplaincy 
of  the  workhouse,  and  during  the  whole 
of  that  time  he  had  only  visited  two 
or  three  times.  A  fee  of  10«.  a  visit 
would,  I  think,  be  considered  a  fair  re- 
muneration for  walking  half-a-mile  to 
the  workhouse  and  back  again,  and,  of 
course,  it  would  be  much  cheaper  in  the 
long  run  for  the  Union.  I  would  ask 
the  Local  Government  Board  to  ascer- 
tain the  legal  meaning  of  the  word 
"salary,"  which  I  believe  has  never 
yet  been  defined.  I  believe,  however, 
that  when  a  person  is  paid  a  fixed  rate 
per  head  for  his  visits  that  that  is  con- 
sidered to  fall  within  the  meaning  of  the 
word  **  salary."  There  is  no  objection 
whatever  to  pay  this  rev.  gentleman 
so  much  per  visit;  biit  in  the  course 
of  10  years  his  predecessor  received 
£100  and  only  visited  the  workhouse 
three  times. 

The  parliamentary  UNDER 
SECRETARY  for  IRELAND  (Colonel 
Kinq-Harman)  (Kent,  Isle  of  Thanet)  : 
In  this  case,  the  rev.  gentleman  who 
has  been  referred  to  was  getting  £10 
a-year,  and  the  salary  has  been  re- 
duced to  £5.  The  Guardians  now  objeot 
to  pay  him  anything,  except  per  visit, 
and  they  have  offered  to  give  him  10«. 
per  visit.  The  sum  is  very  small,  and  I 
believe  it  would  require  fresh  legislation 
to  have  a  chaplain  paid  by  fees.  I  have 
received  a  piteous  letter  from  the  rev. 
gentleman  complaining  of  the  smallness 
of  the  sum  now  paid  to  him,  and  ex- 
pressing a  hope  that  it  will  not  be  still 
further  reduced. 

Mr.  M.  J.  KENNY:  Considering 
that  the  sum  has  been  reduced,  I  think 
I  may  waive  the  question  of  principle. 
The  answer  of  the  right  hon.  and  gallant 
Gentleman,  however,  is  not  entirely  satis- 
factory. My  hon.  Friend  the  Member 
for  West  Glare,  who  put  the  Question 


down  on  the  Paper,  is  not  now  in  his 
place,  and  therefore  I  have  brought  the 
matter  before  the  House  on  his  behalf. 

Mr.  HARRig  (Galway,  E.) :  May  I 
ask  if  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  send  paid  agents  for  the  relief  of 
the  distress  which  is  now  existing  at 
Clifden  ?  I  believe  that  the  poverty  of 
Clifden  and  the  neighbourhood  has  been 
brought  about  by  emigration,  although 
I  believe  that  Mr.  Tuke  and  Captain 
Laslett  have  acted  with  the  best  inten- 
tions in  their  endeavours  to  relieve  the 
people  of  the  locality  by  providing  them 
with  the  means  of  emigrating.  But  it 
has  had  an  entirely  opposite  effect  to  that 
which  was  intended;  because  the  per- 
sons who  have  been  emigrated  are  the 
young  and  the  strong  people  of  the  dis- 
trict, who  have  been  in  the  habit  of 
supportin  g  the  old  and  feeble.  There  have 
been  about  7,000  people  emigrated  from 
Conuemara,  the  old,  the  feeble,  and  the 
weak  being  left  behind ;  and  the  conse- 
quence is  that  the  shopkeepers  and  the 
persons  who  have  remained  have  suffered 
alike.  I  should  like  to  receive  from  the 
right  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  some 
assurance  that  a  little  relief  will  be 
afforded. 

Colonel  KING-HARMAN  :  I  do  not 
see  how  the  Government  is  to  say  either 
yea  or  nay.  If  young  people  will  go 
away,  we  cannot  object.  The  Govern- 
ment are  very  well  aware  of  the  poverty 
of  the  district,  and  from  my  own  expe- 
rience I  concur  with  the  hon.  Gentleman 
as  to  the  injurious  effect  of  emigrating 
the  bone  and  sinew  of  the  country  whole- 
sale; but  I  do  not  know  that  it  is  a 
matter  in  which  any  Government  can 
interfere. 

Mr.  HARRIS  :  I  am  very  glad  to  hear 
the  expression  of  opinion  which  has  fallen 
from  the  right  hon.  and  gallant  Gentle- 
man. I  should,  however,  like  to  know 
at  whose  expense  these  persons  have  been 
emigrated  ? 

Colonel  KING-HARMAN  :  I  be- 
lieve at  the  expense  of  an  emigration 
fund  which  has  been  administered  by 
Mr.  Tuke  and  Captain  Laslett. 

Mr.  TUITE  (Westmeath,  N.) :  The 
question  I  desire  to  call  attention  to  is 
the  delay  which  has  arisen  in  carrying 
out  the  Labourers'  Dwellings  Act.  I 
know  that  in  my  own  Union  the  Guar- 
dians have  made  applications,  and  that 
months  elapsed  before  the  Inspector 
held    any    inquiry.     Of    course,    the 
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labourers  have  suffered  greatly  in  con- 
sequence of  the  delay.  I  think  some 
power  should  be  taken  by  the  Local 
Government  Board  to  reduce,  if  pos- 
sible, the  cost  of  carrying  the  Act  into 
operation ;  and  I  should  like  to  know 
from  the  right  hon.  and  gallant  Gentle- 
man the  Parliamentary  Under  Secretary, 
or  from  the  Attorney  General  for  Ire- 
land, whether  the  proceedings  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  in  this  matter 
can  be  expedited  and  the  costs  reduced  ? 
In  cases  where  the  Board  of  Guardians 
have  promoted  the  scheme  great  delay 
and  expense  has  been  incurred  in  con- 
sequence of  the  claim  of  the  landlords 
to  be  exempted. 

The  ATTOENEY  GENEEAL  foe 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Gibson)  (Liverpool, 
Walton) :  I  am  aware  that  there  has 
been  some  delay,  owing  to  the  number  of 
applications  which  have  been  made 
under  the  Act.  I  will  inquire  into  the 
cause  of  the  delay,  and  also  into  the 
amount  of  the  cost.  I  am  aware  that  a 
considerable  amount  of  cost  attends  the 
working  of  the  Act.  The  employment 
of  engineers  and  of  law  agents,  I  am 
sorry |to  say,  entails  considerable  expense; 
and  then,  again,  there  is  the  cost  of  an 
investigation  by  the  Local  Government 
Board,  and  of  carrying  it  subsequently 
to  the  Privy  Council.  I  should  cer- 
tainly be  glad  if  something  could  be 
done  to  reduce  the  cost. 

Dr.  fox  (King's  Co.,  Tullamore) : 
May  I  call  the  attention  of  the  right 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  to  the  fact 
that  many  of  the  resolutions  which  have 
been  passed  at  public  meetings,  and 
which  have  been  forwarded  to  the  Local 
Government  Board,  have  received  no 
attention  ?  As  far  back  as  1885  the  first 
step  was  taken  towards  the  erection  of 
labourers'  cottages,  and  the  g^eat  delay 
which  has  taken  place  in  erecting  them 
is  principally  due  to  the  red-tape  of  the 
Local  Government  Board,  assisted  by 
the  obstructive  tactics  of  the  ex  officio 
Guardians.  A  resolution  has  been  passed 
asking  for  a  sworn  inquiry  before  a 
Local  Government  Board  Inspector; 
but  no  steps  have  been  taken  to  comply 
with  it.  I  hope  that  it  is  only  necessary 
to  call  attention  to  the  matter,  aud  that 
the  Government  will  do  something  in 
regard  to  it. 

Dr.  tanner  (Cork  Co.,  Mid) :  I 
desire  to  say  a  few  words  in  regard  to 
this  labourers'    question.      I  know  the 
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great  interest  which  has  always  been 
taken  in  the  matter  by  Members  of  this 
House,  and  especially  by  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite.  I  am  glad  to  see  that  the 
Parliamentary  Under  Secretary,  who  for 
some  time  was  blooming  alone  on  the 
Treasury,  tike  the  last  rose  of  sanmier, 
has  now  been  relieved  by  the  right  hon. 
and  learned  Attorney  General  for  Ire- 
land. I  only  wish  to  remind  th  e  Govern- 
ment that  they  have  long  been  endea- 
vouring to  ingratiate  themselves  with 
the  labouring  portion  of  the  population. 
Therefore,  I  presume  that  they  take  a 
deep  interest  in  this  labourers'  cottages 
question,  and  I  wish  to  make  an  appeal 
to  them  to  redeem  the  pledges  upon 
which  they  came  into  Office,  but  which 
they  have  never  yet  carried  out.  I  was 
accustomed  to  hear  from  my  Irish  Tory 
Friends  before  they  Boycotted  me  that 
they  were  going  to  take  np  the  case  of 
the  labourers  in  earnest. 

The  chairman  :  I  must  point  out 
to  the  hon.  Member  that  this  question 
can  only  be  discussed  in  reference  to  the 
action  of  the  Local  Government  Board. 

Da.  TANNER :  Quite  so,  Mr.  Ooart- 
ney ;  I  was  only  endeayouring  to  lead 
up  to  that  question. 

The  CHAIRMAN:  No  excuse  is 
necessary  if  the  hon.  Member  will  come 
to  the  point  at  once. 

Br.  TANNER :  I  always  feel  glad, 
Sir,  to  bow  to  any  ruling  that  may  fall 
from  you,  and  I  will  at  onoe  proceed  to 
the  point.  This  Vote  includes  the 
Local  Government  Inspectors  who  have 
to  proceed  to  various  districts  in  Ireland 
in  order  to  carry  out  the  duty  of  super- 
vising the  erection  of  labonrers'  cottages. 
In  the  district  which  I  represent  there 
are  three  Unions — ^Macroom,  Millstreet, 
and  a  portion  of  the  Cork  Union,  which 
from  time  to  time  have  been  subjected 
to  serious  annoyance  and  vexation  in 
their  efforts  to  get  the  Act  carried  out 
by  hook  or  by  crook.  They  have,  how- 
ever, failed,  as  a  rule,  to  indace  the  Local 
Government  Board  to  send  down  an  In- 
spector. So  sick  and  disgusted  am  I 
with  the  way  in  which  the  Government 
have  behaved  that,  unless  I  g^t  a  satis- 
factory assurance  from  the  Gk>Temment, 
I  shall  take  a  Division  upon  this  Vote, 
and  upon  three  or  four  other  points  in 
connection  with  the  Vote.  I  have  tried 
again  and  again  to  obtain  information. 
I  have  constantly  put  down  Questions, 
and  I  have  always  been  told  that  ^ 
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Government  would  take  cognizance  of 
the  remonstrances  I  have  made;  but 
it  has  all  been  of  no  avail.  Schemes  have 
been  passed,  and  money  has  been  voted ; 
but  owing  to  the  continued  and  persistent 
obstruotion  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  in  the  district  I  represent,  the 
cottages  which  are  bo  urgently  re- 
quired have  not  been  erected.  I  very 
much  regret  to  find  that  in  carrying  out 
the  duties  of  the  Local  Government 
Board,  the  Government  are  not  paying 
that  attention  to  the  case  of  the  labourers 
which  their  supporters  have  at  all  times 
demanded  in  the  South  of  Ireland. 
Unfortunately  they  never  practice  what 
they  preach.  In  connection  with  the 
subject,  however,  we  have  lately  been 
furnished  with  a  very  valuable  E.eturn 
which  was  asked  for  by  one  of  the  Mem- 
bers for  the  County  of  Wicklow — 
namely,  a  Betum  in  connection  with  the 
administration  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  as  to  the  Labourers'  Cottages 
Act.  That  Eeturn  shows  the  miserable 
half-heartedness  with  which  the  Local 
Government  Board  have  tried  to  carry 
on  its  business.  In  regard  to  the 
Macroom  Union,  there  were  420  cottages 
applied  for.  Of  that  number  3 1 5  were 
authorized  by  the  order  of  the  Local  Go- 
vernment Board  ;  but  of  those  we  have 
only  had  55  cottages  erected.  I  do  not 
propose  to  go  into  all  the  columns  of 
Bgures  contained  in  the  tabulated  state- 
ment which  has  been  presented  to  every 
Member  of  the  House.  Hon.  Members 
will  be  able  to  see  for  themselves,  that 
in  the  Macroom  Union  the  people  have 
probably  less  to  complain  of  than  in  any 
other  district,  and  it  was  only  because  I 
happen  to  represent  that  district  that  I 
have  brought  the  matter  before  the  Com- 
mittee. It  will  be  seen  that  in  the 
Macroom  district,  out  of  420  cottages 
applied  for,  and  315  passed  by  the  Local 
Government  Board  Inspector,  and  passed 
only  in  consequence  of  continual  remon- 
strances, and  only  one-sixth  of  those 
which  are  authorized  to  be  erected  have 
been  put  up.  I  have  been  down  to 
Macroom  myself  on  three  or  four 
occasions  in  order  to  try  and  settle 
the  differences  which  have  existed,  and 
to  egg  on  the  Government  to  get  these 
homes  erected.  If  hon.  Members  will 
compare  this  statement  in  connection 
with  the  Macroom  Union  with  any  other 
district  they  will  see  how  unsatisfactory 
^th#  whole  state  of  the  matter  is.    The 
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Labourers'  Act  was  passed  in  the  year 
1883,  and  a  second  Act  was  passed  in 
1885,  with  the  object  of  benefiting  a 
long  suffering  class  of  a  starving  popu- 
lation. The  Eeturn  I  hold  in  my  hand 
shows,  however,  that  neither  the  Local 
Government  Board  nor  Her  Majesty's 
Government  have  done  their  duty  in 
providing  what  it  was  the  intention  of 
this  House  to  provide.  In  the  Macroom 
Union  something  has  been  done  in  con- 
sequence of  the  action  of  persons  con- 
nected with  the  Union.  Her  Majesty's 
Government  are  in  the  habit  of  saying 
that  any  delay  or  obstruction  is  due  to 
local  causes.  I  deny  that  that  is  the 
case,  and  I  think  that  these  facts  and 
figures  show  tliat  I  am  correct.  In  the 
Millstreet  Union  leave  has  been  applied 
for  to  erect  133  cottages,  and  108  were 
authorized.  Of  the  total  number  only 
25  were  rejected  by  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board,  including  those  which  were 
withdrawn  by  the  Sanitary  Authority. 
There  have,  however,  been  none  built — 
not  a  single  cottage  has  been  erected. 
In  the  month  of  September  last  I  tried 
to  induce  the  Local  Government  Board 
to  send  down  an  Inspector;  but  they 
said  it  was  of  no  use,  because  there 
were  many  other  points  to  consider.  I 
believe  that  an  Inspector  went  down  in 
May  last;  and  that  is  the  manner  in 
which  the  Act  passed  in  1883  for  the 
relief  of  the  labourers  has  been  carried 
out.  If  it  had  been  a  Coercion  Act  it 
would  have  been  applied  at  once ;  but  a 
remedial  measure  is  always  delayed.  I 
have  said  that  there  have  been  no  cot- 
tages erected.  I  believe  there  are  a 
number  in  the  course  of  erection ;  but 
not  one  has  yet  been  completed.  Never- 
theless, the  preliminary  expenses  in- 
curred by  the  Local  Government  Board 
have  been  very  considerable.  I  find 
that  money  has  been  spent  in  every  way 
that  was  possible  except  in  the  erection 
of  these  cottages ;  £9  10«.  was  spent  in 
advertising,  £19  9«.  in  shorthand  writers, 
£37  7«.  in  solicitors  and  counsel,  £3  13«. 
in  the  publication  of  the  Order,  and 
there  were  minor  expenses  amounting  to 
£66  Is,  These  are  expenses  literally 
incurred  by  the  Local  Government  Board 
in  relation  to  this  scheme,  and  the  total 
amounts  to  £159  1«.  6d.  Nevertheless, 
nothing  has  been  done.  I  maintain 
that  the  carrying  out  of  the  Act  is 
shamefully  neglected  and  delayed.  Nu- 
merous   efforts    have   been   made   to 
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induce  the  Local  Government  Board  to 
do  something  in  the  matter,  and  surely 
the  Board  have  a  sufficient  amount  of 
power  in  their  own  hands  to  enable 
them  to  deal  with  the  question.  Never- 
theless, this  serious  delay  has  arisen 
from  some  cause  or  other.  Possibly  it 
is  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  authori- 
ties have  been  obstructed  by  the  action 
of  the  people  whose  land  is  proposed  to 
be  allocated  for  the  erection  of  labourers' 
cottages.  Another  cause,  I  am  told,  has 
been  the  position  selected  for  the  erec- 
tion of  the  cottages.  The  Government 
say  that  the  delay  is  entirely  attributable 
to  local  diflFereuces  ;  but  surely  the  Local 
Government  Board  have  Inspectors  of 
great  ability — for  instance,  there  is 
Colonel  Spaight,  who  has  been  men- 
tioned in  this  House  on  more  than  one 
occasion.  He  is  a  gentleman  of  the 
greatest  possible  courtesy  and  ability, 
and  he  has  tried,  as  well  as  he  could,  to 
settle  difficulties.  Then,  why  not  send 
down  that  gentleman  to  this  locality  ? 
I  am  satisfied  that  the  often er  he  goes 
down  the  faster  the  work  will  be  carried 
out.  I  will  put  it  to  any  man  of  com- 
mon sense  what  the  feeling  of  a  man 
must  be  who  proposed  to  build  a  house 
and  directed  it  to  be  built  in  1 883,  and 
then  found  that  even  the  foundation  of 
the  house  had  not  been  laid  down  in 
1887.  I  have  no  desire  to  be  tedious  or 
wearisome ;  but  I  wish  to  get  an  assur- 
ance from  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
opposite  that  something  will  be  done. 
Otherwise,  I  shall  have  to  multiply  the 
number  of  cases  in  which  a  similar  delay 
has  arisen.  I  am  satisfied  that  I  can 
mention  at  least  50 ;  but  I  have  no 
desire  to  go  into  them  fully,  because  it 
would  occupy  too  much  of  the  valuable 
time  of  the  Committee.  Before  I  sit 
down,  iu  order  to  show  the  delay  that 
has  occurred,  I  may  mention  that  on  the 
14th  of  March  last,  and  also  in  the  pre- 
ceding September,  I  asked  a  question  as 
to— 

"Whether,  in  October,  1 8S5,  all  the  neces- 
Bary  notices  wore  served  in  the  Blarney  dis- 
trict of  the  Cork  Union  upon  the  ratepayers 
and  all  whom  it  concerned  ;  .  .  ,  whether 
all  the  other  necessary  preliminaries  were  duly 
executed  for  the  erection  of  13  labourers'  dwell- 
ings in  the  said  district,  and  if,  notwithstand- 
ing the  lapse  of  a  year  and  a-half ,  nothing  has 
been  done  towards  the  erection  of  those 
houses,  whether  the  cabins  in  which  these  13 
applicants  lived  were  condemned  by  the  sani- 
tary officer  as  unlBt  for  habitation  in  October, 
ISSo,  and  if  it  is  tme  that  since  then  no  at- 
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tempt  has  been  made  to  improve  those  con- 
demned dwellings,  and  whether  some  of  those 
labourers  have  on  several  occasions  g^ne  before 
the  Board  of  Guardians,  and  were  told  the 
Locfil  Government  Board  blocked  the  way?" 

Well,  Sir,  I  got  no  answer  to  that  ques- 
tion. I  have,  however,  seen  some  of 
these  cottages,  and  the  picture  of  the 
unfortunate  people  dwelling  in  them, 
with  a  mass  of  green  mouldy  moss 
growing  over  the  roof,  and  falling 
through  into  the  interior,  the  roofs 
themselves  almost  falling  in,  .and  the 
walls  and  rough  stones  unmortared, 
through  which  the  winds  of  Heaven 
whistle  unhindered — the  sight  of  theso 
cabins,  and  the  poor  little  children  in 
rags,  with  very  little  to  feed  them  upon, 
is  enough  to  touch  the  heart  not  only  of 
a  Local  Qovernm6nt  Board  Inspector, 
but  even  of  Members  of  Her  Majesty's 
Tory  Administration.  [^A  laugh.']  This 
is  a  matter  for  deep  consideration,  and 
no  matter  for  laughter.  The  evil  lies  in 
this,  that  the  Local  Government  Board 
do  not  pay  that  attention  to  their  busi- 
ness which  they  ought  to  pay,  and  these 
people  are  still  compelled  to  occupy  these 
dwellings,  because  the  Gt)yemment  re* 
fuse  to  pay  attention  to  their  demands. 
I  think  the  people  of  England  will  con- 
sider the  conduct  of  the  Government  a 
burning  iu  justice,  which  cries  aloud  for 
redress.  They  have  shown  their  activity 
in  regard  to  coercion,  audit  is  high  time 
that  they  paid  attention  to  the  Ohristian 
demands  of  a  Ohristian  people.  If  this 
matter  is  not  taken  up,  we  shall  be 
obliged  to  call  attention  to  it  by  moving 
the  adjournment  of  the  House,  as  has 
been  done  this  evening  iu  regard  to 
another  question.  I  trust  that  a  Tory 
Government,  who  have  always  tried  to 
identify  themselves  with  the  cause  of 
the  labourers,  will  endeavour,  by  some 
means,  to  remedy  this  injustice,  and  re- 
lieve themselves  from  the  incubus  of 
responsibility  which  lies  upon  them. 

Mr.  J.  NOLAN  (Louth,  N.) :  I  also 
rise  to  impress  upon  the  Government  the 
importance  of  carrying  out  the  provisions 
of  the  Labourers'  (Ireland)  Act.  It  is, 
I  think,  most  unfortunate  that  a  matter 
of  such  grave  importance  should  have  to 
be  brought  before  the  House  at  the  end 
of  the  Session.  I  cannot  but  believe  that 
if  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  had  the  case 
of  the  labourers  of  Ireland  placed  dearly 
and  fearlessly  before  them,  they  would 
unite  their  voices  with  ours  for  tiie  pur- 
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pose  of  getting  the  Government  to  try 
to  remedy  the  existing  state  of  things. 
This  question  of  the  labourers  in  Ireland 
is  not  a  question  of  to-day  or  yesterday. 
For  100  years,  generation  after  genera- 
tion, English  Gentlemen  of  every  shade 
of  politics  who  have  visited  Ireland  have 
brought  before  suoeessive  Governments 
the  miserable  and  deplorable  way  in 
which  the  Irish  labourers  are  housed.  I 
do  not  intend  to  go  back  on  the  state- 
ments made  by  English  writers  from  the 
time  when  the  Bishop  of  Derry  brought 
this  question  before  the  English  public, 
down  to  the  time  when  General  Gordon 
spoke  in  striking  terms  of  the  Irish 
peasant  labourer's  position.  As  one  of 
the  Eepresentatives  of  a  constituency  in 
which  there  are  a  large  number  of  this 
class,  I  must  say  that  from  time  to  time 
since  I  have  had  the  honour  to  represent 
that  constituency,  I  have  been  appealed 
to,  not  only  by  the  labourers  themselves, 
but  by  friends  in  the  district,  to  try  to 
get  the  work  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  expedited ;  but  it  would  appear 
as  if  the  officials  at  Dublin  Castle  can- 
not be  induced  to  move  in  this  matter 
with  anything  like  speed.  In  the  first 
place,  it  requires  some  time  to  get  the 
Local  Authority  to  act ;  the  Board  of 
Guardians  have  first  to  be  set  in  motion  ; 
than,  when  the  application  is  made  to 
the  Local  Government  Board,  there  is  a 
long  delay,  and  month  after  month 
passes  before  a  reply  is  vouchsafed  to 
the  application.  An  Inspector  is  sent 
down,  an  inquiry  is  held  on  the  spot, 
and,  after  the  Inspector  goes  away,  there 
is  another  long  delay,  after  which  a 
communication  is  sent  to  the  Board  of 
Guardians  to  say  that  a  certain  number 
of  schemes  have  been  rejected,  owing 
to  some  trifling  informalities  in  the 
schemes  themselves,  and,  perhaps,  that 
a  few  of  the  schemes  have  been  ap- 
proved. After  another  long  delay,  a 
Provisional  Order  is  sent  down,  au- 
thorizing the  Local  Authority  to  proceed 
with  the  work  of  erecting  the  labourers' 
cottages.  Now,  that  is  the  process  which 
is  being  gone  through  over  the  length 
and  breadth  of  Ireland,  and  it  is  a  state 
of  things  for  which  the  people  of  Ireland 
can  find  no  remedy.  It  is  said  that  the 
officials  in  Dublin  Castle  are  doing  their 
best  in  the  matter.  I  venture  to  say  that 
if  these  officials  were  sent  down  to  live 
for  one  week  in  the  cottages  of  these 
poor  labourers,  and  were  foroed  to  live 


under  the  same  conditions  as  the  occu- 
pants, at  the  end  of  the  week  Dublin 
Castle  would  bestir  itself,  and  it  would 
not  be  necessary  for  the  Irish  Members 
to  complain  of  the  delay  of  the  Local 
Government  Board.  I,  for  one,  if  I  had 
it  in  my  power,  would  give  these  gentle- 
men a  taste  of  what  they  are  measuring 
out  to  the  labourers  in  Ireland.  Now, 
what  would  be  easier,  seeing  that  there 
is  some  difficulty  in  carrying  out  this 
Act,  than  for  the  officials  in  Dublin  con- 
nected with  the  Local  Government  Board 
to  send  down  a  simple  set  of  instructions 
to  the  Board  of  Guardians  as  to  what  is 
necessary  to  be  done  in  order  to  get  the 
schemes  passed,  and,  having  done  so,  at 
once  to  take  action  on  the  application 
made  by  the  Boards  of  Guardians? 
Either  the  authorities  in  Dublin  Castle 
have  a  sufficient  number  of  Inspectors 
to  put  the  Act  in  force,  or  they  have 
not.  If  they  have  a  sufficient  number, 
there  is  no  excuse  for  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  interposing  the  delay  ;  if 
they  have  not  a  sufficient  number  of  In- 
spectors, then  there  is  no  excuse  for  their 
not  applying  for  sufficient  money  to 
appoint  a  sufficient  number  for  a  few 
months,  or  until  such  time  as  the  claims 
which  are  sent  in  are  disposed  of.  We 
are  told  that  money  cannot  be  spared 
out  of  the  Treasury ;  but  you  can  find 
plenty  of  money  to  spend  in  Egypt, 
and  we  are  told  that  it  is  spent  on 
behalf  of  the  poor  fellaheen.  The 
position  of  the  fellaheen  in  Egypt  is 
bad  enough,  God  knows  ;  but  I  say  the 
condition  of  the  labourers  in  Ireland 
is  a  good  deal  worse,  and  that  we  are 
compelled  both  by  humanity  and  the 
principles  of  economy  to  do  what  is 
necessary  for  them.  No  one  having 
the  feelings  of  a  man  in  his  breast  can 
go  into  one  of  these  cottages  without 
feeling  that  people  in  a  Christian  and 
civilized  country  should  not  be  foroed  to 
dwell  in  such  houses;  and  on  the 
ground  of  economy,  I  take  it  for 
granted,  even  upon  that  low  ground, 
that  it  would  pay  the  nation  to  house 
the  labourers  better.  When  the  tram- 
way system  was  started,  it  was  found 
that  it  was  more  profitable  to  feed  the 
horses  well  than  to  keep  them  on  a  star- 
vation allowance ;  and  so  it  will  be 
found  in  the  case  of  labourers,  that  a 
nation  will  get  more  advantage  from 
them  when  they  are  taken  care  of.  Let 
the   Committee  imagine   the   case    of 
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these  men  who  have  to  work  at  all 
hours  of  the  day  and  night,  and  in  all 
seasons  of  the  year,  and  at  the  end  of 
their  labour  are  forced  to  go  into  such 
houses  as  I  shall  presently  describe. 
With  reference  to  my  own  constituency,  I 
find  that  so  long  ago  as  1 885,  the  labourers 
there  made  application  to  the  Guardians 
to  have  the  provisions  of  the  A.ct  put 
in  force.  In  August,  1886,  the  inertia 
of  the  Board  of  Guardians  was  over* 
come;  the  schemes  were  sent  forward 
to  the  Local  Government  Board,  and  in 
January,  1887,  the  Local  Government 
Board  sent  down  an  Inspector,  Mr. 
Connell,  who  spent  between  a  week  and  a 
fortnight  on  the  spot  making  inquiries, 
and  it  was  February,  1887,  before  the 
Beport  reached  the  Guardians  that  a  cer- 
tain number  of  the  schemes  were  ap- 
proved by  the  Local  Government  Board. 
Now,  I  cannot  understand  how  it  was 
that  the  Local  Government  Board, 
having  decided  upon  the  adoption  of  a 
certain  number  of  these  schemes  in 
February,  1887,  should  have  only 
issued  the  Provisional  Order  to  go 
on  with  the  work  in  the  month 
of  May.  The  number  of  cottages  for 
which  application  was  made  was  96, 
of  these  there  were  rejected  S6,  and  25 
fell  through  for  the  want  of  some  for- 
mality. So  that  only  35  out  of  the  96 
received  the  final  sanction  of  the  Local 
Government  Board.  Now  with  regard 
to  the  condition  of  the  labourers'  houses 
in  the  Union.  I  have  described  a  num- 
ber of  them  before,  and  I  shall  only  now 
trouble  the  Committee  with  a  descrip- 
tion of  one  or  two  of  them. 

The  chairman  :  That  would  be 
to  travel  outside  the  Vote.  The  only 
question  which  can  be  discussed  under 
this  Vote  is  that  of  neglect  on  the  part 
of  the  Local  Government  Board. 

Mr.  J.  NOLAN  :  I  should  have  liked 
to  g^ve  a  description  of  the  cottages ; 
but  as  you  consider  it  out  of  Order,  Mr. 
Courtney,  I  will  only  add  in  concluding 
my  remarks  that  I  join  with  my  Col- 
leagues in  saying  that  in  the  interest  of 
these  poor  and  oppressed  people,  there 
is  notlung  which  I  shall  not  do  to  push 
forward  this  movement,  and  no  matter 
how  long  we  may  be  compelled  to  sit 
here,  or  what  steps  we  may  be  called 
on  to  take  within  the  rules  of  the  House, 
I,  for  one,  shall  persist  in  the  object  I 
have  in  view.  I  say  this  not  because 
the  labourers  in  my  oo       ti     oj  aro  an 

Mr.  J.  Kq 


important  and  influential  body— tbe 
action  I  have  taken  in  this  matter  is 
dictated  simply  by  feelings  of  humanity. 
If  the  labourers  had  political  power  or 
influence,  they  would  be  in  a  different 
position  from  that  which  they  are  now 
placed  in ;  it  is  because  they  are  poor, 
ignorant  and  without  influence  that 
they  occupy  their  present  unfortunate 
position ;  and  I  say  it  is  the  duty  of 
hon.  Members  on  both  sides  of  the 
House  to  see  that  justice  is  done  in 
this  matter. 

The  attorney  GENERAL  foe 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Gibson)  (Liverpool, 
Walton):  I  need  not  say  that  I  fully 
sympathize  with  the  hon.  Member  for 
North  Louth  in  his  desire  that  the  con- 
dition ol  the  labourers  should  be  im- 
proved. At  the  same  time,  I  may  re- 
mark that  the  condition  of  the  cottages 
of  the  labourers  in  Ireland  now  is  very 
different  from  what  it  was  some  years 
ago,  although  I  do  not,  for  one  moment, 
say  that  it  might  not  be  improved.  With 
regard  to  the  time  occupied  in  putting 
the  Act  in  force,  I  wish  to  point  oat  that 
it  is  not  so  much  the  result  of  the  action 
of  the  Local  Government  Board  as  of 
the  provisions  of  the  Act  of  Parliament 
itself.  Under  that  Act,  representation 
has  to  be  made,  first,  to  the  Sanitary 
Authority  —  the  Sanitary  Authorities 
are  the  Boards  of  Guardians — and  these 
sometimes  act  with  a  knowledge  of  the 
Statute,  and  sometimes  they  do  not. 
When  they  act  at  all,  they  frame  a 
scheme  which  is  placed  before  the  Local 
Government  Board  in  Dublin ;  bat  be- 
fore they  do  that,  they  have  to  pablish 
a  number  of  advertisements  to  enable 
the  land  to  be  taken  compulsorily.  The 
matter  having  gone  before  the  Local  Gk)- 
vernment  Board,  they  send  down  an 
Inspector,  who,  after  examination  on  the 
spot,  proceeds  to  hold  an  inquiry,  and 
then  makes  a  Report  to  the  Local  Qo* 
vernment  Board ;  then  a  Provisional 
Order  is  prepared  adopting  the  soheme 
in  whole  or  in  part ;  then  an  opportunity, 
which  is  considerably  availed  of,  is  given 
to  persons  affected  by  the  scheme  to 
petition  against  it;  that  petition  goes 
before  the  Privy  Council,  and  their  order 
is  final.  The  Committee  will  see  that  a 
number  of  steps  have  to  be  taken,  and 
it  is  obvious  that  a  considerable  time 
must  necessarily  be  occupied  by  the  suc- 
cessive stages  of  the  business.  The  hon. 
Member  for  North  Louth  mentioned  that 
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the  labourers  in  his  district  set  to  work 
in  November,  1885,  to  influence  the 
Board  of  Guardians ;  but  the  real  cause 
of  the  delay  was  the  Board  of  Guardians, 
who,  apparently,  did  not  act  until  the 
month  of  August,  1 886,  or  nearly  a  year 
afterwards.  Then  in  January,  1887,  the 
Inspector  of  the  Local  Government  Board 
went  down  and  made  inquiry,  which 
could  not  have  been  done,  as  I  think 
the  hon.  Gentleman  said  it  was,  before 
that,  because  of  the  time  required  by  the 
advertising  in  the  newspapers.  The 
Provisional  Order  was  made  sometime 
in  the  month  of  May,  as  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber has  pointed  out ;  but  with  regard  to 
that,  I  do  not  think  there  was  any  ground 
for  imputing  delay  to  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board,  because  I  And  that  36  cot- 
tages were  struck  out  altogether  from 
the  original  scheme  for  97,  besides  25 
that  were  also  eliminated  on  the  ground  of 
informality,  so  that  there  were  only  35 
cottages  to  the  good,  so  to  speak,  in  the 
Order.  It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that 
the  Local  Government  Board  has  a  very 
responsible  duty  to  perform  in  these 
cases,  and  that  one  mistake  may  invali- 
date a  whole  plan.  I  can  assure  hon. 
Members  below  the  Gangway  opposite 
that  the  Local  Government  Board,  and 
those  concerned  in  the  administration 
of  the  Act,  are  not  all  to  blame  for  the 
course  that  they  have  taken.  With  re- 
gard to  the  Millstreet  Union,  referred 
to  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Mid  Oork 
(Dr.  Tanner),  it  is  obvious  that  the 
Guardians  did  not  sufficiently  consider 
beforehand  the  actual  number  of  *cot- 
tages  which  should  have  been  applied 
for,  because  a  number  were  struck  out 
of  the  scheme  by  the  Local  Government 
Board.  I  do  not  know — nor  did  the 
hon.  Member  mention — when  the  Board 
of  Guardians  presented  their  scheme  to 
the  Local  Government  Board  ;  but  I  am 
certain  it  was  not  presented  in  1883.  I 
believe  it  was  much  later.  [An  hon. 
Member:  In  1884.]  When  was  the 
Provisional  Order  made  ?  [Dr.  Tanner  : 
Early  in  1885.1  The  hon.  Member  will 
see  that  there  is  great  difficulty  in  deal- 
ing with  the  question  of  delay  in  the 
absence  of  dates,  and  that  it  is  from  no 
unwillingness  on  my  part  if  I  am  unable 
to  give  him  a  satisfactory  answer.  It  is 
the  Sanitary  Authority  that  is  respon- 
sible for  the  work,  and  the  moment  they 
get  their  Order  they  can  act ;  and  there- 
fore they,  and  no  one  else,  are  responsi- 


ble for  the  subsequent  delay.  The  same 
remarks  apply  to  the  other  Union  men- 
tioned by  the  hon.  Member.  With  re- 
ference to  the  point  in  connection  with 
the  Edenderry  Union  raised  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  the  TuUamore  Division  of 
King's  County  (Dr.  Fox),  I  do  not  know 
the  circumstances  of  the  case,  or  whe- 
ther they  concern  the  Local  Government 
Board  or  any  of  the  officers  whose  sala- 
ries come  under  this  Yote.  I  shall  have 
to  inquire  into  the  matter,  and  see  if 
there  is  any  delay  for  which  we  are 
accountable,  with  a  view  to  expediting 
the  work  if  such  is  the  case.  I  trust 
that  explanation  will  be  satisfactory  to 
the  hon.  Member.  Of  course,  hon.  Gen- 
tlemen know  well  that  when  a  general 
discussion  of  this  kind  is  entered  upon 
without  specific  Notice  being  given,  it  is 
impossible  for  anyone,  however  willing, 
to  give  a  satisfactory  answer  to  every- 
one; I  trust,  however,  that  hon.  Gen- 
tlemen will  recognize  that  I  have  tried 
to  deal  with  the  questions  brought  for- 
ward in  a  fair  spirit. 

Me.  FLYNN  (Oork,  N.) :  I  recognize 
the  manner  in  which  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  the  Attorney  General 
for  Ireland  has  looked  on  the  very  im- 
portant question  of  labourers'  cottages. 
W©  do  not  want  to  approach  the  consi- 
deration of  this  Vote  in  any  polemical 
spirit ;  we  merely  want  to  point  out  the 
defects  that  are  observable  in  the  work- 
ing of  the  Local  Government  Board, 
more  especially  in  connection  with  the 
Labourers'  Act.  At  the  outset  of  my 
remarks,  which  will  be  brief,  I  wish  to 
say  that  we  in  the  South  and  West  of 
Ireland  have  joined  in  recognizing  that 
on  the  part  of  many  Inspectors  there  is 
a  praiseworthy  desire  to  co-operate  with 
the  Sanitary  Authorities  in  the  matter 
of  erecting  labourers'  cottages.  But 
although  this  is  true,  in  many  cases 
there  are  exceptions  which  we  want  to 
bring  before  the  Committee,  and  which 
can  only  be  accounted  for  by  the  negli> 
gence  of  the  Board.  This  is  not  very 
gross ;  but  it  is  sufficiently  grave  in  its 
character  to  call  for  the  attention  of 
Irish  Members.  The  right  hon,  and 
learned  Gentleman  the  Attorney  General 
for  Ireland,  in  replying  to  my  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  Mid  Cork  (Dr. 
Tanner),  took  up  the  case  of  the  Mill- 
street  Union.  Now,  that  involves  a 
question  of  delay  in  connection  with 
labourers'  cottages  from  the  blame  for 
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man  (Oolonol  King-Harman),  as  the 
matter  does  not  como  within  the  purview 
of  the  Vote ;  but  I  think  the  matter  is 
one  which  may  be  fairly  entertained  by 
the  Government  with  a  view  of  lighten- 
ing the  duties  of  the  rate  collectors. 
Allow  me  to  say,  in  conclusion,  that 
while  I  do  not  wish  to  break  the  har- 
mony of  view  which  seems  to  exist  with 
regard  to  the  action  of  the  Local  Go- 
vernment Board,  my  experience  gained 
in  having  attended,  in  my  capacity  as  a 
newspaper  man,  Local  Board  meetings 
in  Ireland,  is  that  whenever  the  Local 
Government  Board  can  find  a  flaw  or 
irregularity  in  the  action  of  Guardians, 
especially  of  elected  Guardians,  who 
will  attend  to  delay  the  carrying  out  of 
Kchemes  under  the  Labourers'  Acts,  thoy 
have  only  been  too  glad.  I  do  not  deny 
that  there  has  been  some  improvement ; 
but  I  wish  to  impress  upon  the  right 
hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  the  Under 
Secretary  (Oolonel  King-Harman)  that 
there  is  room  for  even  greater  improve- 
ment. There  is  vast  room  for  improve- 
ment in  every  Department  of  the  Go- 
vernment in  Ireland,  and  in  none  more 
than  in  the  Local  Government  Board. 

Colonel  KING  -  HARMAN :  The 
hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Edward  Harring- 
ton) has  expressed  surprise  that  in  face 
of  the  questions  asked  in  this  House 
concerning  the  extra  dut3Mmposed  upon 
the  rate  collectors,  the  Government  have 
not  indicated  their  intention  of  dealing 
with  the  matter.  I  should  like  to  re* 
mind  him  that  the  only  question  asked 
about  rate  collectors  and  their  duties 
during  this  Session  was  that  asked  a 
few  days  ago. 

Mr.  J.  O'CONNOR  ^Tipperary,  S.)  : 
I  rise  for  the  purpose  of  asking  my  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  Mid  Cork  (^Dr. 
Ttmuer)  to  emphasize  his  remarks  by 
making  a  distinct  Motion  so  that  we  can 
take  a  Division  on  this  subject,  which  I 
hold  to  be  one  of  very  great  importani^ 
to  Ireland.  It  was  once  verv  trulv  said 
in  this  House  that  Ireland  is  the  mo'^t 
dolH>arded  country  in  the  world.  That 
oxpro*s:on  was  uttered  by  a  gr^at  Irish- 
r.iiiu.  Mr.  Butt.  Well,  we  have  had  a 
vory  iuten?8ting  speech  from  the  righ 
l;ou.  and  learned  Gentleman  the  Attorney 
Viottoral  for  Ireland  ^Mr.  Gibson \  Ue 
told  the  Committee  all  about  the  La- 
bourer** Acts :  he  de^^ribtni  the  routine 
i:  is  ne^v$s*ury  to  gv^  thrv^u^rh  in  order  to 
cArrv   out    A   ^chvmo   for"  buiUlin^  U- 


bourers'  cottages.  I  am  sorry  the  Com- 
mittee was  not  fuller  at  the  time  the 
right  hon.  and  learned  G-entleman  spoke; 
because  I  feel  that  hon.  Members  would 
have  been  very  much  inclined  to  agree 
with  the  Representatives  of  Ireland  as 
to  the  conflict  between  the  manner  in 
which  laws  are  drafted  in  that  country 
and  the  way  in  which  they  are  carried 
out.  But,  Sir,  if  we  have  had  the  ''laws 
delays"  of  the  Attorney  General  for 
Ireland  (Mr.  Gibson),  we  have  ''the  in- 
solence of  Office"  of  those  who  carry 
out  or  administer  law  in  Ireland.  Cer- 
tainly those  who  administer  the  law 
under  the  direction  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  did  all  in  their  power  by 
red  tapism,  by  insolence,  and  by  delay 
to  frustrate  the  intention  of  Parliament 
It  is  well  known  how  this  House  la- 
boured hard  in  the  years  1881,  1882, 
and  1883  to  pass  the  Irish  Labourers' 
Act.  We  all  know  the  efforts  made 
since  to  mend  that  Act.  I  believe  there 
have  been  two  Acts  ef  Parliament  to 
amend  the  original  Labourers'  Act.  At 
last;  the  Act  was  got  into  a  fair  shape. 
The  Board  of  Guardians  in  Ireland  were 
entrusted  with  the  carrying  oat  of  the 
Act,  and  notwithstanding  all  that  the 
Attorney  General  (Mr.  Gibson)  says, 
notwithstanding  all  that  he  has  hinted 
at,  rather  than  what  he  has  said,  re- 

garding  the  action  of  the  Poor  Law 
Guardians  in  Ireland,  I  maintain  the 
Act  has  had  fair  play  so  far  as  the 
action  of  the  tenant  farmers  of  Ireland 
who  mainly  compose  the  Poor  Law 
Boards  could  give  it  fair  plaj.  Bat,  Sir, 
the  Boards  of  Guardians  in  Ireland  are 
composed  of  two  distinct  classes.  You 
have  the  tenant  farmers  who  are  the 
representatives  of  the  people^  and  joa 
have  the  ex  ofieiQ  Gaaidians  who  are 
appointed  according  to  their  property. 
The  fx  ojii'io  Guardians  help  the  tenant 
farmers  to  make  the  mistakes  that  hare 
been  alluded  to  by  the  Attomej  Gene- 
ral. 

The  CHAIE\[AN  :  Sereral  times  I 
have  had  occasion  to  point  oat  that  the 
only  way  in  which  Uiis  matter  can  be 
discussed  is  with  refccrence  to  the  action 
of  the  Local  Government  Board,  and  not 
with  reference  to  the  action  oi  the 
Boards  of  Guardians. 

Ms.  J.  0*COXNOB  :  I  am  coming  to 
cha:«  Sir.  I  believe  it  was  tlu»  Autj  of 
the  Local  Goremment  Board  to  ael  the 
IVor  Lav  Gusidians  right  if  thej  wars 
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making  mistakes.     The  Inspectors  who 
wont  down  to  the  Unions  from  time  to 
time  should,  instead  of  hindering  and 
preventing  the  erection  of  cottages,  have 
instructed  the  Boards  of  Guardians  as  to 
the  manner  in  which  they  were  to  per- 
form their  duties.     There    have    been 
Croat  objections  put  in  the  way  of  carry- 
ing out  this  Act  of  Parliament.      We 
have  to  look  to  the  Government  for  the 
administration  of  the   Act ;    but  what 
will  the  value  of  this  discussion  be  if  it 
is  to  go  no  further  than  the  plausable 
speeches  to  which  we  have  listened  from 
the  Government  Benches.     Frankly,  we 
have  brought  before  the  notice  of  the 
House  the  maladministration  in  Ireland 
of  the  Acts  of  Parliament.     We  have 
always  been  mot  by  plausable  speeches 
from  Members  of  the  Government,  but 
not  one  step  has  been  taken  to  rectify 
the  defect  in  the  administration  of  which 
we  complain.     This  is  what  we  protest 
against.  We  have  had  a  speech  to-night 
from  the  Attorney  General  for  Ireland 
of  which  no  person  can  complain.     We 
have  had  a  speech  from  the  right  hon. 
and  gallant  Gentleman  the  Parliamen- 
tary     Under     Secretary    for    Ireland 
(Colonel  King-Harman)  of  which  no  one 
can    complain.     The    Government    are 
full  of  the  best  intentions,  but  it  is  neces- 
sary to  emphasize  our  protest  against 
their  neglect  by   every   means  in   our 
power.     This  is  the  only  time  we  have 
of  bringing  our  grievances  before  the 
cjuntry  ;  it  is  the  only  way  in  which  we 
can  make  the  Government  alive  to  their 
duties  ;  it  is  the  only  means  we  have  of 
showing  our  constituents  that  we   are 
watching  over  their  interests,  and  there- 
fore I  protest  against  being  put  off  with 
the  mild  and  plausable  speeches  which 
have  been  delivered  by  Members  of  the 
Government  to-night.     I  ask  my  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  Mid  Cork  (Dr. 
Tanner)  who  opened  this  discussion,  who 
pointed  out  the  defects  in  the  Poor  Law 
system  of  Ireland,  who  pointed  out  and 
clearly  proved  that  the  Local  Govem- 
moiit  Board  in  Ireland  threw  obstacles 
ill  the  way  of  a  proper  administration  of 
a  bonoficent  Act  of  Parliament,  an  Act 
of  Parliament  in  the  passing  of  which 
the  two  sides  joined,  an  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment which  was  passed  by  the  unani- 
mous decision  of  the  House,  and  with  as 
little  opposition  as  possible  from  any- 
body.   I  admit  that  some  of  the  best 
provisions,  the  best  Amendments  that 


were  proposed  to  the  Bill,  were  objected 
to,  and  thab  if  they  had  been  passed 
there  would  have  been  no  need  for  this 
discussion  to-night.  I  hope  my  hon. 
Friend  (Dr.  Tanner)  will  accept  my  sug- 
gestion— namely,  to  make  such  a  Motion 
that  we  can  go  to  a  Division.  The 
people  of  Ireland  will  thus  see  that  we 
are  alive  to  our  duties,  and  the  Govern- 
ment will  imderstand  that  we  are  not  to 
be  put  off  with  plausable  speeches,  but 
that  we  demand  that  they  shall  put  their 
expressed  good  intentions  into  effect. 

Colonel  NOLAN  (Galway,  N.) :  I 
think  this  is  a  good  time  to  bring  be- 
fore the  attention  of  the  Committee  a 
matter  in  which  10  or  15  Unions  in  Ire- 
land are  greatly  concerned.  Of  course 
the  Chief  Secretary  and  the  Parliamen- 
tary Under  Secretary  are  perfectly  aware 
that  this  year  the  Local  Government 
Board  have  ordered  the  levy  of  the  last 
instalment  of  the  Seed  Pate.  I  believe 
that  94  per  cent  or  95  per  cent  of  the 
Potato  Loan  has  been  paid  off,  which 
everyone  will  agree  is  a  very  satisfactory 
state  of  affairs.  In  some  well-to-do 
Unions,  the  whole  of  the  loan  has  been 
paid  off ;  but  there  is  a  balance  of  6  per 
cent  or  7  per  cent  unpaid,  and  the 
Local  Government  Board  have  ordered 
that  the  whole  of  this  amount  should  be 
raised  in  the  current  year.  I  brought 
this  subject  before  the  House  in  the 
short  Session  we  had  last  autumn. 

The  CHAIRMAN :  Order,  order  !  I 
think  I  told  the  hon.  and  gallant  Gentle- 
man (Colonel  Nolan)  last  autumn  that  the 
subject  could  not  be  introduced. 

Colonel  NOLAN :  But  since  then  the 
Local  Government  Board  have  taken 
action.  Of  course,  if  you  rule  that  the 
subject  cannot  be  referred  to,  I  will 
not  refer  to  it ;  but  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  have  issued  an  order  for  the 
levying  of  the  rate  this  year.  And  what 
I  want  to  do  is  to  impress  upon  them 
the  desirability  of  reconsidering  their 
decision  on  account  of  the  exceptional 
circumstances  of  the  year. 

The  chairman  :  It  is  out  of  Order 
to  refer  to  the  subject  this  year  for  pre- 
cisely the  same  reasons  as  it  was  out  of 
Order  to  refer  to  it  last  year. 

Mb.  W.  ABRAHAM  (Limerick,  W.) : 
There  is  a  matter  in  connection  with  this 
Vote  very  worthy  of  the  attention  of  the 
Chief  Secretary  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour)  as 
President  of  the  Local  Government 
Board.    The  right  hon.  Gentleman  has 
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:ii:iv  liinezy  it  die  ixsposal  of  the  Onar- 

i:.in:^  tor  zr^plin^  widi  this  starratioii 

li  ji.iie-^iare.  iry?j'ilarity  is  almost  in- 

:?v:c^le.  rhe  Local  GoTemment  Inspe^ 

ror  tuoit  parr  in  the  proceeding,  and,  as 

1  imzT'Sc  li  ihcr.  he  was  present  at  the 

dierin^   jf    the  Board  at  which  the 

-.rr-^c'iliritj  Tci^urr-r  J.     Why  did  not  the 

L-i:al    .V- r«r3.3ient  loLtpector  report  to 

Ills  roiiri  tiiiir  the  business  of  the  Union 

"«-k5  3«.c  remx  traasaeted  as  it  ought  to 

ix-r*    tern,  jmd  why  did  not  the  Locil 

.r'-:»r:i2iei:t   Boari  seep   in    and    give 

i.r-  ::  :i*  15  tj  the  mode  in  which  the 

'w:.*-.-,^s>  iz-i-ir  the  Act  should  be  cairicc 

^"jLj  .lii  the  Board  permit  fl» 

na  into  arrear  as  thcj 

h^v-:  ].y.\^  ?    It  li  perfectly  true  that  tbf 

ft  V-  <  i.'i  •  i  e  i  Lstr: .  t  are  extremely  higL 

y^  -<  p'Trf'V/,!y  tr:-^  thit.  to  some  exteK, 

U.f^  ^f  iHT'li^r.^  aro  to  blame  ;  but  it  h 

iilv,  ♦r:]';  that  the  Local  Governmeac 

lJ';-ir'l  and  their  Inspectors  are  primaiilT 

r<  ^j»  /fi-'IMe  for  the  present  state  of  affiun 

'.'..'  S  ":<i-*tsin  tho  West  of  Ireland  asc 

''U.^r   rji.,trict3.     1   ask   the  right  h-«. 

^'"iM'juian  ^Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour)  what  ht 
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he  is  tbe  head,  to  exercise  the  power 
given  to  it  by  Parliament  more  than  40 
years,  of  suppressing  the  present  Boards 
of  Guardians  and  appointing  Vice  Guar- 
dians ?  I  think  that  is  a  very  strong  and 
objectionable  step.  I  do  not  think  it  is 
absolutely  necessary  ;  but  it  is  preferable 
to  the  method  the  Local  Government 
Board  propose  to  adopt  in  dealing  with 
the  Distressed  Unions.  The  Local  Go- 
vernment Board  can  allow  the  Board  of 
Guardians  to  carry  on  their  work  as  best 
they  can,  possibly  enabling  them  by 
giving  them  loans  at  no  interest,  to  carry 
it  on,  or  they  can  appoint  Vice  Guar- 
dians which  will  take  up  the  business 
and  the  liabilities  of  the  present  Board, 
and  will  conduct  the  proceedings  as  if 
the  Guardians  were  not  in  existence. 
The  latter  course  is  not  one  which  com- 
mends itself  to  me  ;  but,  of  two  evils,  I 
choose  the  lesser.  I  now  ask  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  whether,  having  regard 
to  the  opposition  which  the  Distressed 
Unions  Bill  is  likely  to  receive  on  these 
Benches,  he  will  compel  the  Board  of 
which  he  is  nominally  the  head,  to  adopt 
the  course  which  for  the  last  45  years 
the  Local  Government  Board  have 
adopted  throughout  Ireland,  and  not 
have  recourse  to  the  extraordinary  and 
unnecessary  measure  of  altering  the  pre- 
sent law  which  he  has  been  telling  us 
for  the  last  three  or  four  weeks,  and  which 
is  necessary  in  order  to  prevent  the  poor 
people  of  the  West  of  Ireland  dying  of 
starvation.  I  think  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  in  the  interest  of  Public 
Business,  would  do  well  to  adopt  the 
suggestion  I  have  made. 

Mr.  a.  J.  B  ALFOUE  :  The  hon.  Gen- 
tleman  (Mr.  Deasy)  asks  me  what  course 
I  propose  to  pursue  with  regard  to  the 
Distressed  Unions  Bill  ?  The  course  the 
Government  desire  to  pursue  was  ade- 
quately explained  to  the  House  the 
other  day.  Owing*  to  the  opposition 
offered  by  some  of  the  Friends  and 
Colleagues  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  this 
Bill  has  not  very  much  chance  of  pass- 
ing this  Session.  The  hon.  Gentleman 
asks  me  whether,  if  I  cannot  pass  the 
Bill,  I  will  appoint  Vice  Guardians. 
Now,  in  the  earlier  part  of  the  debate 
this  evening,  the  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman the  Member  for  North  Longford 
(Mr.  T.  M.  Healy)  urged  me  to  reinstate 
the  elected  Guardians  in  New  Boss, 
and  to  dispossess  the  Vice  Guardians — 
[Mr.  Dkast:  For  different  reasons.] — 


I  told  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  I 
was  anxious  on  an  early  day  to  reinstate 
the  elected  Guardians.  I  desire  to  re- 
tain all  the  privileges  of  local  self-go- 
vernment which  exists  in  Ireland  as 
they  exist  in  England,  with  regard  to 
Poor  Law  matters,  and  therefore  I  can- 
not promise  to  adopt  the  suggestion  of 
the  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Deasy)—- 
namely,  to  appoint  Vice  Guardians  to 
deal  with  the  existing  condition  of  things 
in  the  Unions  in  the  West  of  Ireland. 
I  grant  that  the  state  of  affairs  in  these 
Unions  is  very  disastrous ;  but  to  what 
is  it  due?  It  is  due  entirely  to  the 
wretched  mismanagement  of  public 
funds  by  the  Boards  of  Guardians  of 
those  Unions.  The  hon.  Gentleman 
suggests,  as  an  easy  way  of  getting  over 
the  difficulty,  that  the  English  tax- 
payer should  come  to  the  relief  of  those 
Boards  of  Guardians.  I  do  not  feel  at 
all  disposed  to  ask  the  British  taxpayer 
to  supply  funds  for  the  relief  of  distress 
in  Ireland,  except  under  conditions 
which  would  render  the  repetition  of 
the  evils  which  have  occurred  impossible. 
I  do  not  know  I  can  add  anything  to 
what  I  have  said.  The  proposal  of  the 
Government  is  clearly  before  the  House, 
and  if  the  hon.  Gentleman  desires  that 
anything  should  be  done,  he  should  do 
his  best  to  facilitate  the  passing  of  the 
measure  I  have  introduced. 

Mb.  GILHOOLY  (Cork,  W.) :  I  de- 
sire  to  ask  for  an  explanation  from  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour)  as  to  why  a 
letter  sent  by  a  returning  officer  of  the 
Bantry  Union  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Looal  Government  Board  was  suppressed  ? 
The  letter  was  in  reply  to  a  telegram 
sent  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Local  Go- 
vernment Board  in  reference  to  a  recent 
election  in  the  Union. 

Colonel  KING-HABMAN  :  I  think 
that  if  the  hon.  Gentleman  had 
wished  to  call  attention  to  this  matter, 
it  would  have  been  better  to  have  done 
so  in  the  form  of  a  Question.  I  remem- 
ber I  answered  a  Question  on  this  sub- 
lect  some  time  ago.  I  did  so  to  the 
best  of  my  ability  upon  the  information 
I  received.  If  the  hon.  Gentleman  had 
a  copy  of  the  letter  in  question,  it  would 
have  been  as  well  if  he  had  supplied 
me  with  it. 

Mb.  GILHOOLY :  I  had  not  the 
letter  at  the  time  I  asked  the  Question, 
but  I  have  since  reoeived  one  fxom  the 
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returning  officer.  I  furnished  the 
Chief  Secretary  with  a  copy  of  it,  and 
asked  him  for  an  explanation ;  but  he 
treated  the  matter  with  complete  in- 
difference, if  not  with  contempt.  I  now 
ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  for  an 
explanation. 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUE :  I  assure  the 
hon.  Qentleman  I  have  never  had  the 
least  intention  to  be  discourteous  to 
him,  or  to  neglect  any  communication 
he  made  to  me.  I  do  not  recollect  the 
precise  circumstances  to  which  he 
alludes ;  but  if  he  will  put  a  Question 
upon  the  Paper  on  the  subject,  I  will 
do  my  best  to  give  him  as  satisfactory 
an  answer  as  I  can. 

Mr.  GILHOOLY:  I  complained  at 
the  time  of  the  action  of  the  Parliamen- 
tary Under  Secretary  (Colonel  King- 
Harman)  in  the  matter. 

Colonel  KING-HABMAN  :  I  assure 
the  hon.  Gentleman  that  I  never  saw  or 
heard  of  the  letter. 

Mr.  GILHOOLY :  You  answered  the 
Question,  and  not  the  Chief  Secretary. 
Now,  in  connection  with  this  Vote,  I 
have  to  complain  of  the  action  of  the 
gentleman  ^who  audits  the  accounts  of 
the  Bantry  Union.  As  I  understand 
the  law,  it  is  that  no  work  costing  more 
than  £20  can  be  done  for  the  Union 
without  there  being  a  contract.  The 
Chairman  of  the  Bantry  Union,  aided 
by  a  number  of  ex  officio  Guardians  who 
usually  come  in  to  do  a  job  when  the 
Chairman  summons  them,  gave  out 
work  costing  £61  without  a  contract. 
In  my  opinion,  this  was  quite  illegal 
and  irregular,  and  the  gentleman  who 
audits  the  accounts  at  the  Bantry  Union 
passed  the  matter.  I  wish  to  know 
from  the  Chief  Secretary  (Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour)  or  from  the  Attorney  General 
for  Ireland  (Mr.  Gibson)  whether  the 
auditor  acted  properly  and  legally  in  so 
doing?  I  wish  also  to  refer  to  the 
manner  in  which  the  Local  Government 
Board  treat  Minutes  of  some  Unions. 
The  Chairman  of  the  Bantry  Union  has 
refused  to  accept  Besolutions  in  regard 
to  which  he  could  have  his  will.  The 
Local  Government  Board  never  took 
notice  of  these  irregularities,  unless  some 
member  of  the  Boards  of  Guardians 
wrote  to  them.  I  hold,  Mr.  Courtney, 
that  the  Ldoal  Government  Board  ought 
to  see  that  Resolutions  referring  to  the 
business  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  is 
not  refused  by  the  Chairman.     It  is  t    ► 

Mr.  Oilhooly 


duty  of  the  Local  Government  Board  to 
remonstrate  with  Chairmen  of  Unions, 
and  instruct  them  as  to  their  duties^ 
There  is  another  matter  in  connection 
with  the  Bantry  Union  to  which  I  have 
to  call  attention.  The  doctor  of  the 
Bantry  Dispensary  holds  the  keys  of  the 
place,  and  keeps  the  Minute  Book  looked 
up.  On  some  occasions,  the  members 
of  the  Dispensary  Committee  have  been 
inconvenienced  by  the  doctor  being 
absent,  and  neglecting  to  leave  the  key 
in  some  convenient  place,  in  order  that 
the  Committee  might  gain  access  to  the 
Dispensary  in  which  to  hold  their  meet- 
ings. A  communication  was  sent  to  the 
Local  Government  Board  upon  this  sub- 
ject, but  they  took  no  notice  whatever 
of  it. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  The  hon. 
Gentleman  asked  me  whether  the  audi- 
tor has  acted  legally  in  passing  certain 
expenses  connected  with  the  Bantry 
Union  ?  I  presume  that  the  auditor 
acted  illegally,  if  he  broke  the  law. 

Mr.  GILHOOLY:  I  ask  for  the 
opinion  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  am  afraid 
I  cannot  give  an  opinion  off-hand.  The 
hon.  Gentleman  also  asked  me  whether 
the  Local  Government  Board  ought  to 
pass  Minutes  of  the  Poor  Law  Guar- 
dians which  are  not  countersigned  by 
the  Chairman. 

Mr.  GILHOOLY:  What  I  asked 
was  whether  it  was  not  the  duty  of  the 
Local  Government  Board,  when  they 
saw  that  Resolutions  were  refused  by 
the  Chairman,  to  remonstrate  with  him 
and  acquaint  him  with  his  duties. 

Mr.  W.  ABRAHAM  (Limerick,  W.):  I 
regret  to  have  to  recur  to  a  matter 
which  I  brought  under  the  notice  of  the 
Committee  a  few  moments  ago ;  but  it 
seems  to  me  a  matter  of  very  great  im- 
portance. The  Limerick  Union  Bank- 
ing Account  is  at  the  present  moment 
something  like  £10,000  overdrawn. 
There  is  a  large  amount  of  rates  due 
for  which  the  Guardians  are  unwilling 
to  press  the  ratepayers  unduly  in  con- 
sequence of  the  scarcity  of  money  in 
Ireland  at  the  present  time.  The  Union 
is  in  a  position  to  get  another  Banking 
Comiaar  '*Hjjkgf^*^  ^%t.a«ooant  of 
tho  ' 
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Limerick  Board  of  Ouardians  power  to 
ohaage  their  treasurer  ?  In  former 
years,  we  were  oblif^ed  to  make  remon- 
Btranoes  to  the  T-oeal  Government  Board 
in  re^'ard  to  the  way  which  we  were 
treated  by  the  National  Bank,  which  is 
treasurer  of  the  llDion.  I  think  it 
is  clear  that  the  Board  of  Guardians 
themselves  are  the  proper  persons  to 
jiid^o  who  they  will  have  for  their  trea- 
surer, and  I  now  ask  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  (Mr. 
A.  J.  Balfour)  whether  he  is  disposed  to 
allow  the  Board  of  Guardians  to  change 
their  treasurer,  on  the  understanding 
that  the  new  treasurer  will  pay  the  Na- 
tional Bank  alt  the  amount  due  to  them, 
and  that  the  Union  shall  keep  their 
account  with  the  new  Bank  ?  If  thn 
Local  Qovernmeot  Board  withhold  their 

Esrmission,  I  can  assure  them  that  the 
imarick  Board  of  Guardians  will  cease 
to  lodgo  any  money  with  the  National 
Bank,  and  that  will  be  a  very  serious 
matter.  It  is  absurd  that  we  should  be 
compelled  to  retain  a  treasurer  from 
whom  we  cannot  get  the  facilities  we 
require. 

Me.  a.  J.  BALFOUE :  Perhaps  I 
had  better  deal  with  this  qaestinu  at 
once.  1  am  sorry  to  say  that  the  Lime- 
rick Union  has  vary  largely  overdrawn 
its  account.  I  am  afraid  that  is  duo  to 
lttch«t  on  the  pari  qf  the  Board  of  Guar- 
dians themselves.  [Mr.  W.  Ashahah  : 
No,  no  !]  Tes,  the  Union  is  k  rich 
one.  The  rate  made  in  Uarch  lost  was 
calculated  to  produce  £31,500.  Only 
£7,800  of  that  was  collected  up  to  the 
end  of  June,  leaving  £28,000  out- 
standing- It  is  clear,  from  the  fact  that 
such  an  amount  of  rate  is  outstanding, 
that  there  has  been  great  neglect  on  the 
part  of  the  collectors.  I  am  now  asked 
that  the  Union  should  be  allowed  to 
transfer  its  account  to  a  treasurer  who 
will  lend  them  what  they  want.  It 
seems  to  me,  speaking  without  any  full 
knowledge  of  the  particular  circum- 
stances and  considerations  which  have 
influenced  the  Boards  of  Guardians  in 
desiring  t>  make  a  change  of  treasurer, 
that  the  change  is  one  which  ought  to 
be  made  with  great  caution.  I  am 
bound  to  say  that,  so  far  aa  I  am  able 
'  I  form  au  ot>inion,  the  difficulties  in 
the  Limerick  Guardians  find 
|lv«s  ara  chiedy  of  their  own  crea- 


Supphf—Cttil         {Septeiiber  1,  1867}  f^eniee  E4mat«t.        630 

Mr.  W.  ABRAHAM  :  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  seems  to  ignore  the  fact  that 
every  effort  has  been  made  on  the  part 
of  the  Board  of  Guardians,  through 
their  collectors,  to  get  in  the  rate. 
Surely,  the  Chief  Secretary  will  admit 
that  in  such  a  year  as  this  has  been 
the  Guardians  ought  \a  give  every  pos- 
sible latitude  to  the  over- burdened  tax- 
payers. When  the  National  Bank, 
which,  in  former  years,  allowed  Boards 
of  Guardians  to  overdraw  their  accounts 
more  than  at  present,  are  putting  the 
screw  on  a  Board,  and  when  another 
Joint  Stock  Bank  is  willing  to  relieve 
that  Board,  I  think  they  ought  to  be 
allowed  to  deal  with  that  Bank.  The 
National  Bank  has  sometimes  £15,000 
to  the  credit  of  the  Guardians,  yet  now 
that  they  are  overdrawn,  they  are  coolly 
told  that  if  they  wanted  money  thoy 
must  put  mora  pressure- on  the  rate- 
payers. The  Guardians  would  not  do 
that,  and  he  had  to  complain  on  behalf 
of  the  Limerick  Board  of  Guardians 
that  in  the  manaeement  of  their  affairs 
they  got  very  litUe  assistance  from  the 
Local  Government  Board  at  any  time, 
and  DOW  that  they  come  to  ask  this 
favour — when  they  come  to  ask  that 
they  might  be  allowed  to  transfer  their 
business  from  the  National  Bank  to  an- 
other Bank,  so  as  to  get  the  aooommo- 
dation  they  required— they  received  no 
assistance  or  advice  in  devising  a  means 
by  which  they  could  get  rid  of  their 
treasurer. 

Dr.  TANNEE  :  Might  I  point  out  to 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief 
Secretary,  with  reference  to  this  very 
subject  which  has  been  so  well  put  by 
my  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Lime- 
rick  (Mr.  W.  Abraham),  that  practically 
the  same  state  of  affairs  was  in  azist- 
enoe  in  the  Mocroom  Union  about  four 
or  five  months  ago ;  but  in  consequence 
of  the  strong  attitude  taken  by  the 
Boards  of  Guardians,  because  the  Na- 
tional Bank  wonld  not  allow  them  to 
overdraw,  and  another  Bank — namely, 
the  MuDsterand  Leinster  Bank — offer- 
ing them  the  necessary  aooommodation, 
the  difficulty  was  got  over.  After  re- 
monstrating on  several  occasions  with 
lie  right  hon.  Gentleman,  they  finally 
got  the  matter  squared,  the  Nationid 
Bank  gave  the  necessary  advances,  and 
everything  was  put  right.  The  same 
thing  could  easily  take  place  in  conneo- 
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tion  with  the  Limerick  Union,  if  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary would  only  give  hie  sanction  to 
the  transaction.  The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman knew  that  the  Limerick  Union 
was  a  rich  Union,  but  the  Macroom 
Union  was  not  a  rich  one,  not 
nearly  as  rich  as  the  Limerick  one. 
When  they  were  able  to  settle  the  diffi- 
culty which  existed  in  a  poor  Union  in 
the  early  months  of  this  year,  I  do  not 
see  why,  if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
seriously  took  the  business  of  his  Office 
into  his  own  hands,  and  went  into  these 
local  matters  personally,  and  put  the 
screw  on  his  subordinates,  the  diffi- 
culties in  connection  with  this  rich 
Union  should  not  cease  at  once.  If  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  would  do  this,  the 
consequence  would  be  that  he  would 
have  a  much  more  easy  time  of  it  than 
he  has.  He  would  have  in  every  sense 
an  easier  position,  and  every  one  would 
be  more  satisfied,  notwithstanding  his 
very  many  shortcomings. 

Mr.  GILHOOLY  :  Perhaps  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  will 
answer  the  question  put  to  him.  Will 
he  inquire  into  the  action  of  the  credi- 
tors of  the  Bantry  Union,  and  into  the 
action  of  the  dispensary  doctor  in  keep- 
ing the  account  book  locked  up,  and  re- 
fusing to  allow  members  of  the  Board 
of  Guardians  access  to  it  ?  Will  he  also 
inquire  as  to  the  action  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  in  regard  to  the 
resolutions  passed  by  the  Bantry  Guar- 
dians ? 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUE :  If  the  hon. 
Gentleman  will  do  me  the  honour  to 
communicate  with  me  as  to  the  various 
questions  he  has  raised,  I  will  take 
measures  to  have  them  inquired  into. 

Mr.  GILHOOLY :  I  have  done  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  that  honour  before 
he  asked  me. 

Mr.  MURPHY  (Dublin,  St.Patrick's) : 
The  question  of  the  Distressed  Unions 
Bill,  which  was  raised  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  West  Mayo  (Mr.  Deasy), 
and  replied  to  by  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Chief  Secretary,  requires,  I 
think,  little  more  discussion  on  this 
Vote,  which  will  be  the  only  opportunity 
we  shall  have  of  discussing  it,  unless 
the  Bill  at  present  before  the  House 
proceeds  further.  The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman drew  a  comparison  between  the 
case  of  New  Boss  and  the  case  of  the 
Western  Unions.   He  said  that  the  hon. 

Dr.  Tanner 


and  learned  Member  for  Longford  (Mr. 
T.  M.  Healy)  bad  called  upon  them  to 
replace  the  Vice  Guardians  by  elected 
Guardians  in  New  Ross ;  but  there  is 
no  parallel  between  the  two  cases.  The 
necessity  which  arises  in  the  one  case  is 
totally  different  from  that  which  arises 
in  the  other.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
states  the  reason  why  nothing  has  been 
done  in  the  case  of  the  Distressed 
Unions  Bill,  and  says  it  is  owing  to  the 
opposition  of  Members  on  this  side  of 
the  House.  I  regret  that  this  Bill  has 
been  opposed ;  but  I  would  point  out 
that  the  opposition  is  not  on  account  of 
the  action  of  the  Government,  who  con- 
sider it  necessary  to  do  something  in 
the  matter.  The  Irish  Members  them- 
selves think  that  special  legislation  is 
required;  but  the  objection  they  take 
to  the -Bill  is  on  account  of  its  form,  and 
from  that  point  of  view  they  hold  it  to 
be  objectionable  in  many  respects.  It 
is  objectionable  primarily  from  the  point 
of  view  that  it  proposes  to  enable  the 
Commissioners  whom  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  wishes  to  appoint 

The  chairman  :  It  is  out  of  Order 
to  discuss  this  particular  Bill.  AU  that 
can  be  discussed  is  the  action  of  the 
Local  Government  Board. 

Mr.  murphy  :  I  am  afraid  I  have 
perhaps  wandered  somewhat  beyond 
the  limits  I  am  entitled  to  walk  within 
under  the  Vote ;  but  I  desired  to  explain 
to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  that  our 
objection  to  the  Bill  was  htmdfide — ^that 
it  was  not  for  the  necessity  of  doing 
something;  but  to  the  form  in  which 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  proposed  to 
do  it.  I  have  some  Amendments  to  the 
Bill  on  the  Paper;  but  as  I  am  pre- 
cluded from  going  into  the  details  of  the 
Bill  itself  I  will  not  say  any  more  on 
the  question.  If  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man would  introduce  a  measure  of  a 
practical  and  useful  kind,  enabling  the 
Treasury  to  help  these  Unions,  and  if 
he  would  strike  out  the  objectionable 
clauses,  there  would  be  no  opposition  on 
this  side.  A  very  bad  state  of  things 
exists  in  the  Unions  to  which  this  Bill 
would  apply.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man attributes  it  to  the  Guardians 
themselves;  but  I  attribute  it  to  the 
way  in  which  the  money  was  advanced 
by  the  Local  Government  Board  of  Ire- 
land—that is  to  say,  to  it  having  be«n 
advanced  without  the  Local  Ghnrani* 
ment  Board  i       m         17  oonfarol  of  its 
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administration.  We  know  that  these 
districts  clamoured  for  money,  and  it 
was  very  natural  that  they  should  do 
80 ;  but  there  can  be  no  moral  doubt 
that  a  system  of  advancing  money  with- 
out retaining  control  over  its  administra- 
tion is  an  extremely  bad  one.  The  Local 
Government  Board  have  not  exercised 
iho  control  and  supervision  over  the  ad- 
ministration and  distribution  of  the 
money  which  they  ought  to  have  done. 
The  present  condition  of  the  district 
arises  from  that  cause.  On  the  part  of 
my  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  East 
Mayo,  who  has  put  down  a  Notice 
against  this  Bill,  I  wish  to  point  out 
that  it  is  not  for  the  purpose  of  prevent- 
ing the  Government  from  introducing 
a  measure  that  will  deal  with  this  matter 
that  he  has  taken  this  course.  The 
objection  taken  is  simply  to  the  form  of 
the  Bill. 

Mr.  MAHONY  (Meath,  N.):  I  do 
not  think  the  Chief  Secretary  fully  ap- 
preciates the  difficulties  under  which 
the  Guardians  in  those  Unions  laboured 
at  the  time  this  money  was  advanced  by 
this  House.  There  was  very  great  and 
acute  distress  in  those  districts  when 
this  money  was  advanced.  I  know  that 
for  a  fact,  because  I  was  in  the  district 
serving  under  another  Commission  at 
the  time 

The  CHAIEMAN:  I  would  point 
out  to  the  hon.  Member  that  the  ques- 
tion to  be  discussed  is  the  action  and 
power  of  the  Local  Government  Board. 

Mr.  MAHONY:  That  is  precisely 
what  I  am  going  to  deal  with.  I  am 
going  to  point  out  to  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  that  he 
did  not  give  credit  to  the  Board  of 
Guardians  for  the  difficulties  under 
which  they  laboured ;  and  I  am  going 
to  proceed  then  to  point  out  that,  in  a 
great  measure,  the  Local  Government 
Board,  and  not  the  Guardians,  are  to 
blame  for  the  mess  into  which  these 
Unions  have  got.  There  was  at  this 
time  very  great  distress  existing  in 
those  Unions.  There  was  undoubtedly 
very  grave  danger  of  death  from  starva- 
tion. These  Unions  had  been  asking 
the  Government  for  relief  sometime, 
when  suddenly,  very  suddenly,  the  Go- 
vernment granted  them  assistance  to  the 
extent  of  £20,000;  and  I  think  I  am 
oorreot  in  stating  that  they  were  actually 
attthorized  to  commence  this  system  of 
tfx  outdoor  relief  by  telegrams. 
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The  Guardians  finally  received  a  tele- 
gram saying  that  £20,000  was  at  their 
disposal.  The  Local  Government  Board 
had  the  power  of  dividing  that  £20,000 
between  the  various  Unions.  They  did 
not  intimate  to  each  Union  how  much 
money  would  be  at  their  disposal.  They 
went  on  working  in  the  dark  for  some 
weeks  ;  and  it  was  after  the  damage 
had  been  done — after  the  irregularities 
had  occurred — that  an  Inspector  was 
sent  down,  and  called  their  attention  to 
the  irregularities.  Nearly  all  the  damage 
had  been  done  before  their  attention 
was  called  to  it;  and  I  therefore  say 
that  there  is  a  great  deal  of  excuse  to 
be  made  for  those  Bodies,  who  were 
suddenly  called  in  to  perform  duties  of 
a  totally  new  character.  There  is  one 
other  point  I  wish  to  bring  under  the 
notice  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  and 
that  is  this,  that  at  a  trying  time,  when 
the  Boards  of  Guardians  were  being 
taxed  to  the  uttermost  of  their  power, 
the  ex  officio  Guardians,  to  a  man,  ab- 
sented themselves,  and  did  not  attend  a 
single  meeting,  though  only  a  short  time 
before  they  had  been  practically  the 
managers  of  those  Unions.  Their  con- 
duct has  been  commented  upon  very 
strongly  in  the  Commission  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  state  of  those  Unions ; 
and  when  the  Chief  Secretary  gets  up 
and  finds  fault  with  the  elected  Guar- 
dians, I  think  he  must  let  a  share  of  his 
wrath  fall  on  the  heads  of  the  ex  officios. 
I  think,  also,  that  the  Local  Government 
Board  are  in  some  measure  to  blame  in 
the  course  they  pursued.  They  gave  no 
previous  directions  to  the  Board  of  Guar- 
dians as  to  how  they  were  to  proceed  in 
administering  the  Act.  They  gave  no 
idea  whatever  as  to  the  amount  of 
money  which  should  be  allocated  to  each 
Union. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  The  hon. 
Member  has  asked  me  two  questions, 
and  I  will  answer  him  in  very  few 
words.  He  says  the  Local  Government 
Board,  when  they  sent  the  message  to 
the  Unions  to  spend  the  money,  did  not 
accompany  it  with  instructions  as  to  how 
it  was  to  be  spent.  But  that  is  not  the 
case,  and  the  Local  Government  Board 
cannot  be  held  to  blame  in  any  respects. 
The  hon.  Member  went  on  to  attack  the 
ex  officio  Guardians,  declaring  that  they 
might  have  attended  the  meetings  much 
better  than  they  did.  Well,  I  grant 
that  ;   but  I   would  point  out,  at  the 
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same  time,  tliat  the  life  of  ex  officio  Guar- 
dians has  not  been  made  very  pleasant 
to  tbem  during  the  last  few  years  by  the 
elected  Guardians.  The  responeibilitj 
for  the  condition  of  things  at  present 
existing  clearly    lies   with   the    elected 

Mr,  MAHONY:  As  a  member  of  a 
Board  of  Guardians,  and  as  an  ex  officio 
member,  I  am  bound  to  say  that  tbe 
statement  the  rigbt  boa.  Qentleman  tbe 
Chief  Secretary  has  just  made  is  a  moat 
uncalled-for  statement.  I  would  tell  him 
what  my  experience  haa  been  in  connec- 
tion with  the  Listowel  Board  of  Guar- 
dians— ^a  Board  which  Gentlemen  of  the 
right  huu.  Member's  opinions  declare  to 
be  one  of  the  worst  Boards  oi  Guardians 
in  Ireland.  I  do  not  think  that  the  »x 
officio  Guardians  who  have  attended  that 
Board  have  ever  mot  anything  but  a 
most  courteous  reception  at  the  hands  of 
the  elected  Guardians,  except  when  they 
went  out  of  their  way  to  introduce 
political  matter,  and  matters  upon  which 
the  Guardians  could  not  agree.  When 
they  flew  in  the  face  of  the  elected 
Guardians,  I  dare  say  they  got  tit  for 
tat.  But  I  am  bnund  to  say  that  in  that 
Board  of  Guardians  I  nave  always 
noticed  that  the  ex  officio  members  were 
treated  with  the  greatest  respect ;  and, 
more  than  that,  during  the  first  year  I 
attended  regularly  on  that  Board,  I  was 
opposed  to  the  elected  Guardians.  I 
acted  almost  universally  with  the  ex 
officio  Guardians,  and  in  opposition  to 
the  elected  Guardians,  and  I  am  bound 
to  aay  I  was  always  treated  in  a  most  con- 
siderate and  most  kind  manner  by  my 
Opponents. 

Mb.  DEA8Y  {Mayo,  W.):  I  merely 
rise  for  the  purpose  of  correcting  a  mis- 
apprehension on  the  mind  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  as  to  what  I  said  with 
regard  to  the  appointment  of  Vice  Guar- 
dians. I  did  not  advocate  the  appoint- 
ment of  Vice  Guardians,  except  against 
the  plan  of  tbe  Local  QoTernment  Board. 
I  maintain  that  some  stops  will  have  to 
be  taken  by  the  Government,  and  that, 
whatever  their  plan  is,  it  will  have  to 
include  the  granting  of  money  to  the 
preaentBoards  of  Guardians,  which  they 
can  spend  in  order  to  get  over  the  coming 
winter.  I  do  not  say  that  it  will  be 
necessary  to  hand  money  over  to  the 
Yice  Guardians  also.  I  think  it  will  be 
necessary  to  do  that  in  any  case.  A 
most  important  question — and  I  shall 
Mr.  A.  J.  P-"     ■ 


only  deal  with  it  for  a  few  moments- 
has  just  been  raised.  Hon.  Oentlemen 
who  have  been  attending  to  the  duties 
of  the  Cork  Guardians  must  know  tbe 
difficulties  that  the  Cork  Board  has  had 
from  time  to  time  with  regard  to  money 
matters.  More  than  once  when  I  was 
on  the  Board,  almost  the  entire  Board 
passed  resolutions  asking  the  Xjocal  Go- 
vernment Board  to  allow  them  to  change 
their  treasurer,  and  to  allow  them  to 
deal  with  a  bank  which  would  be  likely 
to  treat  them  fairly.  The  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  refused  them  permission  to 
go  to  tbe  Bank  of  Ireland,  in  place  of 
ute  National  Bank,  although  the  Bank 
of  Ireland  has  a  Government  (^nt,  and 
although  no  bank  can  be  more  solvent. 
I  do  not  think  there  would  be  likely  to 
be  any  disposition  on  the  part  of  the 
Cork  Guardians  or  the  Limerick  Guar- 
dians to  invest  the  money  of  the  rate- 
payers to  the  amount  of  some  £50,000 
a-year  in  any  Joint  Stock  Bank  that  was 
not  perfectly  solvent.  I  think  that  in 
this  matter  the  Guardians  may  be  per- 
fectly trusted  always  to  exercise  a 
proper  disoretion.  I  think  it  extremely 
hard  on  those  Boards  that  the  Locd 
Government  Board  will  not  allow  them 
to  change  their  treasurer.  With  regard 
to  the  questionof  auditorswhiohhae been 
discussed,  I  would  throw  out  a  suggestion 
— although  I  do  not  expeot  an  answer 
from  the  ri^t  hon.  and  gallant  Gentle- 
man. The  Parliamentary  Under  Secre- 
tary for  Ireland  seems  to  take  great  in- 
terest in  the  administration  of  Irish 
affairs,  and  I  would  ask  him  to  give  bis 
earliest  attention  to  one  or  two  points  I 
would  raise,  particularlyaa  to  administra- 
tion. I  have  referred  to  the  question 
of  the  treasurers,  and  I  would  ask 
the  right  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman 
to  look  into  the  matter,  and  consider 
the  observations  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Limerick  (Mr,  W.  Abraham), 
the  hon.  Member  for  Mid  Cork  (Dr. 
Tanner),  and  myself.  He  will  find,  iS  ha 
will  only  consult  the  Local  OoTernnent 
Board  officers  themselves,  that  there  has 
been  the  utmost  dissatial'action  upon 
theae  matters  amongst  the  officials.  But 
the  point  upon  which  I  now  wish  to 
speak  is  this — I  think  the  money  apenl 
upon theauditorsistLroivn  away.  Tbew 
men  do  nothing.     They  go  over  from 
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Boards.  Thoy  know  Dothing  about  the 
condition  of  the  Union ;  they  make  no 
inquiries  as  to  whether  items  are  legal 
or  illegal,  and  the  result  is.  that  thou- 
sands of  pounds  are  illegally  paid  under 
their  very  noses.  The  only  thing  they 
can  do  is  to  come  down  on  the  unfor- 
tunate Nationalist  Guardians  if  they 
have  taken  it  into  their  heads  to  sign 
for  £1  a-week  for  an  evicted  tenant,  or 
Bomsthing  of  that  kind.  I  have  been 
fined  in  that  way,  but  I  have  never  paid 
the  fiae,  and  the  auditor  who  has  come 
down  has  never  inquired  aa  to  whether 
I  have  paid  it  or  not.  He  has  clearly 
neglected  liis  duty  in  not  making  such 
an  inquiry,  and  not  insisting  upon  my 
paying  the  money.  Of  course,  it  would 
be  useless  if  he  did  insiat,  because  I 
should  not  pay  it ;  but  still  I  think  it  is 
his  duty  to  insiBt.  I  have  been  fined  £2, 
and  I  think  this  official  is  to  blame  for 
not  endeavouring  to  get  the  money  from 
me.  I  say  that  the  Local  Government 
Board,  in  regard  to  this  question  of 
granting  relief,  should  give  a  discretion 
to  the  Guardians.  They  give  us  power 
to  give  relief.  They  have  no  right  to  tell 
us — "You  may  give  12i,  Cii.  a-week,  but 
no  more."  A  pound  a-week  is  not  too 
much  for  a  family  thrown  on  the  road- 
aide  by  the  landlord,  with  no  provision 
for  them  except  the  workhouse — which 
provision,  if  it  were  resorted  to,  would 
be  infinitely  more  expensive  to  the  rate- 

Sayera  than  the  outdoor  relief  the  Gusr- 
iana  would  prefer  to  give.  I  would  ask 
the  right  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  the 
Parliamentary  Under  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Ijieutenant  to  consider  these  mat- 
ters. There  is  another  matter  about  which 
there  is  great  dissatisfaction — namely, 
the  way  in  which  the  National  School 
Teachers  are  treated  by  the  Local  Go- 
vernment Board.  The  Looal  Oovem- 
ment  Board  have  power  to  sanction,  or 
refuse  to  sanction,  the  salaries  granted 
by  the  Boards  of  Guardians  to  these 
teachers,  la  no  case  does  a  salary 
exceed  £80  a<year,  and  I  would  ask  the 
right  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  to 
consider  whether  the  Guardians  should 
not  bo  allowed  to  exercise  their  discre- 
tion in  this  matter  also.  I  hope  that 
iMzt  y«ar  we  shall  find  that  during  the 
uouiitig  uiut'.-i'  the  Boards  of  Guardians 
will  havefouod  menlarKed 

on  th'.'np  poini  the 
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MB.MUEPHY^Dublin.St.Patrick's): 
The  remarks  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Ohief  Secretary  as  to  the  manner  in 
which  the  lives  of  the  ex  officio  Guardians 
are  made  unpleasant  by  the  elected 
Guardians,  are  remarks  of  a  thoughtless 
character,  and  tend  to  render  discussions 
this  House  heated  and  longer  than 
they  otherwise  would  be,  I  can  assure 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  that  the  facts 

just  the  reverse  of  those  stated  by 
The  question  of  the  treasurers  to 
the  Boards  of  Guardians  has  been  dis- 
cussed OQ  the  Benches  opposite,  and  on 
these  Benches.    A  difficulty  has  arisen 

atly  of  obtaining  advances  from  some 
of  the  treasurers  of  the  Unions  in  Ire- 
land, and  I  believe  that  it  is  in  a  great 
measure  due  to  the  Bill  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  and  the  method  in  which  he 
proposed  to  deal  with  the  accumulated 
debts  of  the  Western  Unions.    I  am  not, 

ever,  entitled  to  discuss  the  form  of 
that  Bill.  Ferhapa  I  might  be  allowed 
to  suggest  some  meana  for  meeting  the 
case  of  the  Western  Unions,  which 
would,  to  some  extent,  be  accepted  on 
this  side  of  the  House.  I  would,  in  thd 
first  place,  suggest  that  as  there  is  no 
bankruptcy  in  these  districts,  the  Quar- 
dians  should  have  time,  when  they  would 

ible  to  pay  all  their  debts.  We 
think  that  money  should  be  advanced 
to  UnioDS  tsmporarilv  distressed.  It 
would  not  be  reasonable  to  give  entire 
control  of  the  money  to  the  Guardians ; 
but  whilst  keeping  the  control  in  their 
own  hands  to  some  extent,  the  Local 
Government  Board  should  provide  for 
some  combination  of  elected  Guardians 
and  represeutatives  of  the  Local  Go- 
vernment Board.  Such  joint  Board 
would,  I  think,  be  able  to  got  the  West- 
n  Unions  out  of  their  difficulties.  At 
ly  rate,  I  would  call  the  attention  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  that  proposition,  and  if  he 
will  consider  it  I  should  like  to  know 
what  view  he  forms  on  the  subject. 

Ha.  CEILLY  (Mayo,  N.) :  I  am  very 
sorry  to  stand  between  the  Committee 
and  this  Vote,  and  as  I  very  rarely 
trouble  the  House  I  think  the  Commit* 
tee  will  forgive  me  if  I  stand  up  for  a 
few  moments  to  join  my  protest  to  those 
which  have  already  fallen  from  this  side 
of  the  Committee  against  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  Local  Government  Board 
in  Ireland.     From  my  own  personal 

wledge,  io  my  own  constituency  in 

3 


839 


Supply-—  Civil 


{COMMONS}  8ervte$  mUwmU9. 


640 


Ireland,  the  records  of  the  Local  Go- 
yernment  Board  are  bristling  with  scan- 
dals and  injustice.     The  Local  Govem- 
ment  Board  is  not  in  touch  with   the 
people.    The  officials  of  that  Board  have 
no  sympathy  with  the  people,  nor  any 
sympathy   with  thoir  sufferings.     The 
Ijocal   Government  Board  is  part  and 
parcel  of  the  system  which  we  are  de- 
termined  to  break  down.     I  desire  to 
jf)in  my  Colleague  in  the  representation 
of  West  Mayo  (Mr.  Deasy)  in  express- 
ing a  hope  that  even  before  we  get  some 
measure  of  Home  Rule  from  this  Par- 
liament, you  will  adopt  some  method  by 
which  you  will  allow  the  auditors  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  to  do  justice 
to  the  acts  of  the  Boards  in  Ireland. 
Take  my  own  constituency — the  consti- 
tuency of  North  Mayo.     When  last  Ses- 
sion the  distressed  Unions  were  being 
discussed  in  this  House,  I  suggested 
that  the  Ballina  Union  should  be  in- 
serted in  the  Schedule.      The  House 
refused  to  do  that ;  and,  indeed.  Sir,  as 
events  have  gone,  I  am  very  glad  that 
the  Ballina  Union  was  not  inserted,  and 
the  people  of  North  Mayo,  I  dare  say, 
are  themselves  delighted  that  they  were 
not  put  in.     But,  as  a  matter  of  fact, 
two   other  Unions  —  namely,  those  of 
Swineford  and  BelmuUet,  were  permit- 
ted to  be  scheduled ;  and  I  remember  I 
said  at  the  time  that  no  two  Unions 
could  be  pointed  out  where  there  was 
greater  distress  and   poverty  than  in 
those.   I  stated — and  I  think  the  House 
agreed  with  me — that  this  being  so, 
there  must  necessarily  have  been  a  large 
amount  of  suffering  in  the  Ballina  Union 
as  well.    What  was  the  result  ?    As  the 
hon.  Member  for  West  Mayo  has  pointed 
out,  the  result  of  this  distress  was  that 
the  Boards  of  Guardians  gave  power 
of  making  grants  for  four  weeks  of  a 
larger  amount  than  they  can  usually 
offer.     The  Ballina  Union,  in   several 
cases,  granted — say,  to  Edward  Galla- 
gher with  six  children,  to  Martin  Gar- 
rette  with  a  wife  and  seven  children, 
and  four  or  five  others  with  families 
larger  or  smaller — a  larger  amount  of 
money  than  is  usually  distributed.     The 
Local  Government  Auditor  went  down 
to  the  Ballina  Union,  and,  without  act- 
ing upon  principle  or  upon  any  definite 
system  at  all,  disallowed  half  the  grants 
that  had   been    made   by  the    Ballina 
Union  in  good  faith,  and  because  they 
were  believed  to  be  absolutely  necessary 

Mr.  Crilly 


for  the  lives  of  those  distressed  people. 
The  auditor  disallowed  half  the  g^nts 
which  had  been  made ;  and  what  I  pro- 
test against  is  this — that  in  Ireland  this 
auditor  is  absolutely  autocratic.     In  the 
case  I  refer  to  the  Ballina  Union  made 
a  hondfid^,  grant.    Knowing  the  circum- 
stances of  the  poor  people  they  had  to 
deal   with,  they  made  a  grant  which 
they  believed  to  be  absolutely   neces- 
sary ;    and  this  auditor,  who,    as  has 
been  pointed  out,  merely  goes  down  to 
a  Union,  spends  a  pleasant  day  with  the 
clerk,  and  merely  puts  his  initials  to  the 
accounts  in  the  book  and  goes  away — 
this  gentleman,  on  his  own  authority, 
and  without  the  slightest  knowledge  of 
the  locality,  and  without  having  sym- 
pathy with  the  people,  disallowed  the 
grant.     The  result  is  that  one  of  the 
most  respectable  merchants  in  Ballina, 
the  Vice  Chairman  of  the    Board  of 
Guardians,  finds  himself  surcharged  to 
the  extent  of  £12.     This  gentleman  is 
called  upon    to  pay  this  amount   for 
merely  acting  as  Chairman  to  the  Board 
of    Guardians,   a  Board  consisting  of 
Conservatives  as  well  as  of  NationaUsts. 
No  regard  was  paid  to  the  fact  that  the 
Guardians,  feeling  that  the  amount  that 
was  granted  was  required  for  the  susten- 
ance of  the  poor  people  of  the  Union, 
made  it  freely  and  unanimously.    We 
have  no  appeal   against   the   decision 
of  this  auditor.    You  have  an  appeal 
against  the  decision  of  the  Local  Go- 
vernment Board  Inspector  in  England ; 
but  we  have  none  in  Ireland,  we  have 
no  remedy  whatever,  except  to  stand  up 
in  this  House  and  make  our  complaints. 
But  that,  as  the  Committee  is  well  aware, 
is  of  very  little  use,  particularly  so  far 
on  in  the  Session.     But  we  who  have 
the  interests  of    our   people  at  heart 
shall,  whatever  the  result  may  be,  con- 
tinue to  rise  in  this  House  and  make 
the  most  earnest  protests  we  can  against 
the  evils  of  the  present  system.    I  have 
now  only  to  say  that,  so  far  as  we  can 
do,  we  are  resolved  inside  this  House, 
and  outside,  to  pursue  a  policy  which 
will  result  in  the  administration  of  Ire- 
land being  re-organized  from    top    to 
bottom ;  and  I  certainly  join  my  Col- 
leagues on  these  Benches  in  protesting 
against  the  action  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  in  Ireland  for  the  past  12 
months. 

Db.  tanner  :  Might  I  finaUj  ask 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  wh^tw  1|9 
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\vill  do  anything  in  connection  with  the 
point  which  I  have  had  the  honour  of 
bringing  before  hira,  and  that  is  in  con- 
nection with  the  working  of  the  La- 
bourers* Act?  I  would  ask  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  whether  it  would  not 
bo  feasible,  in  connection  with  the  work- 
ing of  this  Act,  and  also  in  connection 
with  the  system  of  inspection,  seeing 
that  the  officers  who  carry  it  out  are 
under  the  Local  GoTernment  Board,  to 
offer  something  in  the  nature  of  a  com- 
mission to  look  into  these  matters,  so 
that  we  could  have  some  Eeturn  made 
after  the  Hecess.  I  trust  I  am  not  tres- 
passing upon  the  time  of  the  Committee 
by  going  into  this  matter ;  but  my  desire 
is  that  some  practical  result  should  come 
out  of  this  discussion.  We  are  approach- 
ing the  Dissolution  of  Parliament.  [**No, 
no  !  "]  Well,  we  are  approaching  the 
Prorogation,  at  any  rate.  We  are  ap- 
proaching both,  I  hope;  but,  at  any 
rate,  as  we  aro  approaching  the  Eecess, 
n  groat  deal  might  be  done  if  the  right 
Lon.  Gentleman  would  take  this  matter, 
and  try  to  force  the  Local  Government 
Inspectors  to  furnish  him  with  Hetums 
as  to  the  working  of  the  Act,  and  to 
show  us  practically  where  the  fault  lies. 
If  he  would  do  that  at  the  commence- 
ment of  next  Session,  we  should  be 
placed  in  a  much  better  position  to  deal 
with  the  subject.  I  hope  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  will  grant  us,  at  any  rate, 
that  consideration.  If  he  will  do  so,  he 
will  be  doing  a  work  not  merely  of  prac- 
tical utility,  but  a  work  which  I  consider 
an  absolute  charity.  We  have  heard 
from  his  own  lips  this  evening  that  he 
agrees  with  hon.  Members  sitting  on  this 
side  of  the  House ;  and  the  right  hon. 
and  gallant  Gentleman  the  Parliamen- 
tary Under  Secretary  (Colonel  King- 
Harman)  has  also  given  expression  to 
the  same  strain  of  ideas;  and  when  they 
both  agree,  and  might  be  said  to  agree 
with  hon.  Members  on  this  side  of  the 
House,  I  think  we  might,  at  any  rate, 
ask  thorn  for  this  practical  consideration 
of  which  I  speak.  I  should  like  to  get 
an  answer  from  them  upon  this  point 
before  I  draw  the  attention  of  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  another  matter,  in  which 
both  the  Local  Government  Board  and 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  are  inte- 
rested. 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  cannot 
admit  that  the  working  of  the  La- 
bonran'  Act  has  been  unsatisfactory. 


It  cannot  be  considered  unsatisfactory, 
seeing  that  the  work  has  been  overtaken 
by  the  Office  in  whose  province  it  lies. 
If  the  hon.  Member  desires  further  in- 
formation, and  if  he  thinks  that  which 
has  been  given  is  not  sufficient,  I  will 
endeavour  to  supplement  it. 

Dr.  tanner  :  This  afternoon  I  put 
a  Question  to  the  Chief  Secretary  with 
regard  to  the  application  of  the  Corpora- 
tion of  the  City  of  Cork  to  borrow  money 
for  the  erection  of  a  Town  Hall  and 
offices.  I  understood  I  was  putting  it 
to  the  right  person  whon  I  put  it  to  the 
Chief  Secretary.  I  was  dealing  with  the 
action  of  the  Local  Government  Board, 
who  recommended  the  Lords  Commis- 
sioners of  the  Treasury  not  to  accede  to 
this  application  on  the  part  of  the  Cor- 
poration. I  may  as  well  remind  the 
House  of  my  Question.  My  Notice 
was — 

"To  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  if  it  is  a  fact  that  the 
Irish  Local  Government  Board  have  recently 
recommended  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the 
Treasury  not  to  permit  the  Corporation  of  the 
City  of  Cork  to  borrow  money  for  the  erection 
of  a  Town  Hall  and  offices;  whether  it  has 
been  conclusively  proved  to  the  Board  that  such 
a  hall  and  offices  are  necessary  to  the  Corpora- 
tion, and  will  ultimately  prove  a  saving  of  ex- 
pense ;  whether  he  is  aware  that  the  recom- 
mendation given  by  the  Board  that  the 
Corporation  should  apply  to  Parliament  for 
an  extension  of  borrowing  powers  under  the 
Cork  Improvement  Act  will  in  its  application 
entail  not  merely  considerable  expense,  but,  by 
delay  incurred,  possibly  prevent  the  Corpora- 
tion obtaining  the  desired  premises ;  whether  he 
will  recommend  the  authorization  of  the  pro- 
posed loan,  as  it  is  for  a  necessary  public  work, 
and  one  which  will  provide  considerable  em- 
ployment for  our  artizans  and  labourers  in  this 
period  of  depression  ;  and  whether  he  can  state 
on  whose  recommendation  the  decision  of  the 
Government  was  taken  ?  " 

Now,  the  City  of  Cork  is  a  large  city  of 
over  80,000  inhabitants.  It  had,  at 
one  time,  100,000  inhabitants;  but  it 
has  gone  down  20,000.  Well,  Sir,  that 
City  is  not  provided  with  a  Town  Hall 
and  Corporation  offices,  which,  of  course, 
are  a  desideratum  ;  and  tho  want  of 
these  necessary  buildings  puts  the  Cor- 
poration to  a  great  deal  of  trouble  and 
expense.  They  are  obliged  to  carry  on  a 
portion  of  their  business  in  a  house  in 
the  South  Mall,  and  another  portion  of 
their  business,  as  well  as  the  meeting^ 
of  the  Town  Council,  is  carried  on  in 
the  Grand  Jury  Eoom  in  the  Cork  Court 
House.  Weill  it  is  needless  to  say  that 
where  you  have  the  work  divided  in  this 
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way,  and  whero  the  offices  of  the  Cor- 
poration are  apart  from  the  place  where 
the  diacusaion  of  City  afieira  goea  on, 
Tou  must  bs  at  a  manifest  disadvantage 
m  the  conduct  of  public  business.  Well, 
Sir,  to  refer  to  the  past  history  of  this 
euhject,  it  was  rather  difficult  for  the 
Corporation  to  get  hold  of  a  suitable  site 
for  a  Corporation  Hall  and  offices.  The 
Corporation,  to  my  certain  knowledge, 
have  been  trying  for  many  years  to  get 
Bome  place  which  would  be  euitable  and 
available  for  this  purpose,  and  alwj  which 
would  not  be  too  expenaive.  They  were 
ausious  to  get  a  site  where  they  would 
not  have  to  clear  away  existing  build- 
ings, aa  that  would  save  them  the  ex- 
pense of  demolishing  what  stood  on  the 
ground  before  they  could  putupanothi 
structure.  I  reoollect  that  at  one  time 
it  was  thought  that  a  site  on  the  South 
Mall  could  be  got — a  site  which  is 
occupied  by  large  atores.  I  suppose 
the  hon.  Member  for  South  Hunts 
(Mr.  Smith-Barry)  knows  the  site  very 
well,  as  it  is  opposite— or  nearly  op- 
posite— the  County  Club.  Those  build- 
ings it  would  haye  been  necessary  to 
demolish  in  order  that  the  Town  Hall 
may  be  built  upon  the  site ;  but  it  was 
found  almost  impossible  to  get  hold  of 
those  stores,  the  firm  in  possession  of 
them  being  anxious  to  keep  it.  A  great 
many  difficulties  lay  in  the  way  of  the 
Oorporatiou,  aad  accordingly  from  time 
to  time  this  subject  had  to  be  deferred. 
Well,  Sir,  there  is  a  building  situate  on 
the  south  bank  of  the  Biver  Lee,  a 
building  known  as  the  Corn  Market, 
and  latterly  the  Corporation  think  they 
can  acquire  this.  The  Corn  Market  is 
carried  on  by  a  very  antiquated  Board, 
which  conaists  of  ateady -going  old 
Tories,  and  as  usual  they  have  got  into 
trouble  and  are  just  as  badly  off  as  those 
unfortunate  Boards  of  Q-uardiana  in  the 
Western  districts  whoso  conduct  has 
been  condemned  by  the  Chief  Sorretary. 
They  have  got  into  arrears  and  into 
terrible  difficultiea.  They  are  prepared 
to  part  with  the  land  in  their  hands. 
Originally,  they  wanted  too  much  for 
it;  but  thoy  are  willing  now  to  transfer 
a  certain  portion  of  the  land  to  the  Cor- 
poration at  a  reduced  price,  and  the 
Corporation  have  nearly  unanimously 
agreed  to  adopt  the  selection  made  by 
their  officers  of  this  site  aa  a  good  one 
for  the  erection  of  a  Town  Hall  and 
Corporation  offices.  Accordingly.  I 
Dr.  Tanner 
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would  point  out  to  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman that  an  opportunity  hae  now 
ariaen  for  obtaining  a  suitable  site.  The 
hon.  Oentlemon  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury,  in  answer  to  my  Question,  says 
that  the  Cork  Corporation  have  ex- 
hausted their  borrowing  powers  ;  but  at 
any  rate  now  they  have  got  a  euitable 
site.  I  will  deal  with  the  site  first, 
because  at  one  time  it  was  difficult  to 
obtain,  and  sow  that  difficulty  has  been 
removed.  If  they  can  get  the  money, 
the  Corporation  can  now  go  on  with  the 
construction  of  a  Town  Hall,  and  on 
this  point  I  would  remind  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  that  when  an  opportunity 
occurs  of  getting  a  desirable  site,  it  is 
always  well  to  take  the  ball  at  the  hop, 
and  not  to  wait  until  by  some  means  or 
other  it  falls  and  evades  your  grasp. 
Now  as  to  the  action  of  the  Treaaury. 
In  the  first  place,  ia  the  year  1856  the 
Corporation  obtained  an  Act,  called  the 
Cork  Bridges  and  Water  Works  Act, 
which  waa  to  enable  them  to  construct 
the  present  water  works  which  are  situ- 
ated above  the  Wellington  Bridge  on 
the  upper  portion  of  the  Lee.  They  are 
very  escellent  works,  and  a  great  deal 
of  money  was  spent  upon  them.  The 
Act  was  also  to  enable  the  Corporation 
to  build  two  bridges,  one  known  as  St. 
Patrick's  Bridge  and  the  other  known 
as  the  North  Gate  Bridge.  Naturally 
enough,  in  connection  with  these  large 
public  works — namely,  the  building  of 
two  bridges  over  the  widest  branch  of 
the  Biver  Lee,  and  the  construction  of 
these  water  works,  there  was  more 
money  spent  than  was  allowed  to  he 
raised  by  the  Act.  The  ezoess  waa 
actually  £20,000.  The  Corporation 
finding  that  there  was  this  excess  orer 
the  amount  they  were  allowed  to  raise 
did  not  tike  to  go  to  the  ezpenss  of 
getting  a  new  Act  for  additional  borrow- 
ing powers,  but  avoided  that  by  borrow- 
ing money  on  the  credit  of  a  fond  known 
as  the  Borough  Fund,  which  couutad 
of  property  in  land,  tolls,  and  mAa. 
This  fund  was  more  in  &9  natOM  of 
revenue,  not  being  derivable  from  the 
rates,  whereas  the  money  which  was 
borrowed  for  the  ocinstruction  of  th« 
water  works  was  raised  on  the  security 
of  a  mortgage  on  the  water  works  and 
also  on  the  water  revonuo — the  incoms 
derived  from  the  water  supply  whioh 
was  furnished  for  manufacturing  pur- 
poses.   Wheu  they  had  got  this  money  . 
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raised  on  the  Borough  Fund  to  meet 
the  emergency  arising  in  consequence  of 
the  excess  in  expenditure  by  £20,000,  a 
Memorial  was  presented  to  the  Treasury 
setting  forth  the  entire  facts,  and  after 
a  certain  amount  of  pressure  had  been 
brought  to  bear  upon  the  Treasury — 
such  pressure  as  I  am  endeavouring  to 
bring  to  bear  upon  them  at  the  present 
moment — they  sanctioned  a  loan  in  or 
about  the  year  1861.  Now,  Sir,  that 
was  a  case  in  which  the  Treasury  might 
very  properly  have  refused  their  sanc- 
tion. Why?  Because  the  Corporation 
having  exceeded  the  am  )unt  they  were 
entitled  to  raise  by  Act  of  Parliament, 
Her  Majesty's  Government, or  rather  the 
Lords  of  the  Treasury,  might  very 
reasonably  turn  round,  and  say — **  If 
you  want  this  money,  all  you  have  got 
to  do  is  to  eet  an  extension  of  the  pre- 
vious Act."  Well,  Sir,  the  Govern- 
ment behaved  in  a  kinder  way  than 
that,  and  sanctioned  this  loan,  as  I 
have  stated,  in  or  about  1861.  But 
then,  in  the  year  1868,  a  new  Act 
came  into  existence,  an  Act  known  as 
the  Cork  Improvement  Act.  This  is 
rather  complicated,  but  still  I  should 
like  to  put  it  before  the  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  as  clearly 
as  I  can.  There  are  really  only  two 
Acts,  and  the  sanction  of  the  Govern- 
ment for  raising  of  this  loan  which  I 
have  just  mentioned.  In  1868  the  Cork 
Improvement  Act  was  obtained,  and  I 
will  ask  the  hon.  Gentleman's  attention 
to  these  facts  with  regard  to  it.  A 
clause  was  inserted  for  the  purpose  of 
making  the  water  rate  repay  the 
£20,000,  or,  at  any  rate,  the  interest, 
and  the  instalments  of  the  principal 
which  had  been  up  to  that  time  paid 
out  of  the  Borough  Fund.  The  hon. 
Gentleman  called  my  attention  to  that 
payment  out  of  the  Borough  Fund.  The 
Act  also  provided  for  future  payments 
of  interest  and  principal.  Well,  now, 
in  this  Act  of  1868,  it  was  enacted  that 
a  Town  Hall  was  urgently  required  for 
the  City  of  Cork,  and  the  sole  object  of 
taking  the  power  to  increase  the  amount 
of  money  which  that  Act  authorized  the 
Cork  Corporation  to  borrow  on  the  credit 
of  the  Improvement  Bate  to  the  extent 
of  £10,000  for  the  Town  Hall  and  offices 
was  because  it  would  save  the  heavy 
cost  of  a  mortgage  deed.  That  I  think 
explains  itself.  The  only  expense  in 
jMiiDg  money  on  the  credit  of  the  rate 


was  about  2b.  6d.  in  the  pound ;  whereas, 
on  the  other  hand,  we  know  that  raising 
money  on  a  deed  of  mortgage  amounts 
to  hundreds  of  pounds.  Accordingly,  I 
must  say  I  think  hon.  Members  will 
agree  with  me  that,  in  acting  as  the 
Cork  Corporation  did  at  that  time,  they 
acted  very  wisely,  and  trying  to  save 
the  money  of  the  unfortunate  ratepayers 
at  a  season  like  this  is  a  matter  of 
manifest  importance.  Well,  Sir,  I  would 
point  out  that  these  borrowing  powers 
in  no  way  prejudiced  or  affected  the 
powers  given  to  the  Corporations  by  the 
Irish  Municipal  Act,  3  &  4  VioL  o.  108. 
The  powers  given  to  the  Municipalities 
to  borrow  under  that  Act  enabled  the 
Corporation  to  borrow  money  for  the 
purpose  of  erecting  a  Town  Hall,  and 
hence  what  the  hon.  Gentleman  said  to 
me  to-day.  He  was  manifestly  labour- 
ing under  an  error,  because  there  was 
£10,000  under  this  Cork  Improvement 
Act  allocated  to  the  erection  of  a  Town 
Hall,  yet  the  Corporation  were  practi- 
cally not  bound,  as  the  hon.  Gentleman 
wished  to  imply  by  this  Improvement 
Act,  to  erect  a  Town  Hall.  They  might 
do  that,  Sir,  under  the  Municipal  Act 
to  which  I  have  alluded.  Now,  that 
borrowing  power  in  no  way  prejudiced 
or  aO^ected  the  powers  of  the  Corpora- 
tion,  and  the  Treasury  seems  to  be 
legally  wrong  as  well  as  wrong  in  the 
matter  of  common  sense  in  their  as- 
sumption that  unless  the  Act  of  1868 
had  been  passed  the  Cork  Corporation 
would  have  had  no  power  to  erect  a 
Town  Hall  at  all.  All  that  the  Act  of 
1868  said  was  that  a  Town  Hall  was 
desirable,  and  that  it  was  one  of  the 
purposes  for  which  another  sum  not  ex- 
ceeding £10,000  waste  be  raised  on  the 
credit  of  the  Improvement  Eate.  Well, 
£10,000  is  altogether  insufficient  for  the 
purpose.  In  the  first  place,  you  have 
to  purchase  the  site,  ana  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman surely  must  know  that  in  a 
city  like  Cork,  which  is  a  large  trading 
city,  anything  like  a  satisfactory  site 
would  cost  a  great  deal  of  money.  Then 
the  erection  of  the  building  must  neces- 
sarily cost  a  large  sum,  and  the  furnish- 
ing must  also  be  very  expensive.  The 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  will  be  able  to  take  all  these 
matters  into  consideration,  and  he  will 
know  and  will  be  generous  enough  to 
admit  that  £10,000  would  be  totally  in- 
sufficient.   Now,  the  Corporation  raised 
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all  the  money  they  could  under  the  Im- 
provement Act,  and  owing  to  the  urgent 
necessity  for  and  to  the  construction  of 
very  large  drainage  works,  which  were 
of  the  very  utmost  importance,  owing  to 
the  opening  of  new  streets  and  the 
clearing  away  of  a  certain  number  of 
slums — all  very  excellent  works  as  the 
Committee  will  admit — the  £10,000  has 
been  spent.  All  the  fever  districts  were 
cleared  out  by  the  judicious  action  of 
the  Corporation  of  the  City  of  Cork,  and 
all  the  money  which  they  had  power  to 
raise  was  spent  in  connection  with  this 
urgent  municipal  business.  Well,  having 
spent  this  money,  and  now  having  ob- 
tained a  suitable  site  for  a  Town  Hall 
and  offices,  they  try  to  get  sanction  for 
an  advance  of  money  to  enable  them  to 
carry  out  the  work.  They  applied  to 
the  Lords  of  the  Treasury.  The  Lords 
of  the  Treasury  referred  the  matter  to 
the  Local  Government  Board  for  some 
unexplained  reason,  and  the  Local  Go- 
vernment Board  advised  the  Treasury 
not  to  advance  the  money.  Well,  I  ask 
the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  who  is  responsible  for  the 
advice  so  given?  Is  it  owing  to  any 
legal  difficulties  or  deficiencies  ?  I  know. 
Sir,  that  in  the  City  of  Cork  there  is 
another  body  of  gentlemen  who  want  to 
try  and  force  the  Corporation  to  take 
over  some  premises  they  desire  to  part 
with.  My  hon.  Friends  have  asked  me 
not  to  go  into  that  matter,  and  I  will  not 
go  into  it.  I  would  a  great  deal  sooner 
leave  the  matter,  having  made  my  state- 
ment as  briefly  as  possible,  to  the  tender 
mercies  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  without 
doing  so.  I  sincerely  hope  I  shall  re- 
ceive a  favourable  answer  from  him.  I 
must  say  this  finally — that,  at  a  period 
like  the  present,  I  conceive  that  all  that 
is  required  is  the  sanction  of  the  Trea- 
sury. Surely  the  City  of  Cork  can  give 
good  security  for  the  money  they  re- 
quire ;  and  at  a  time  like  the  present  it 
would  be  a  great  advantage  to  enable 
public  works  to  bo  undertaken,  because 
not  only  are  these  works  necessary,  but, 
if  they  are  carried  out,  they  will  give  a 
great  deal  of  employment  to  the  dis- 
tressed population  during  the  coming 
winter.  I  think  the  hon.  Gentleman 
will  not  only  be  acting  in  a  humane 
way,  but  acting  in  a  way  which  I  believe 
the  whole  population  of  the  City  of  Cork 
will  thank  him  for,  if  he  gives  favour- 
able consideration  to  my  proposal. 

J)r»  Tanner 


The  secretary  to  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  Jackson)  (Leeds,  N.) :  I  am 
afraid  I  shall  not  be  able  to  give  what 
the  hon.  Member  calls  a  satisfactory 
reply  lo  his  question,  because  I  am 
afraid  I  cannot  promise  to  reverse  the 
decision  already  arrived  at.  The  hon. 
Gentleman  himself  has  pointed  out  to 
the  Committee  that  in  1868  a  Town  Hall, 
which  is  now  said  to  be  so  urgently  re- 
quired, was  then  also  said  to  be  urgently 
required.  I  have  no  doubt  that  it  would 
be  a  great  advantage  to  the  city.  I  do 
not  wish  to  offer  any  objection  to  the 
proposed  scheme,  and  I  do  not  wish  to 
say  anything  to  the  detriment  of  Cork, 
and  to  suggest  that  the  city  is  not  of 
sufficient  importance  to  warrant  the  con- 
struction of  a  Town  Hall.  I  would 
point  out,  however,  that  no  one  is  re- 
sponsible for  this  refusal  but  the  Trea- 
sury. The  whole  question  is  in  a  nut- 
shell. The  Corporation  of  Cork  must 
borrow  money  under  the  sanction  of 
Parliament.  As  I  understand  it,  the 
Corporation  of  Cork  obtained  Parlia- 
liamentary  sanction  to  borrow  to  the 
extent  of  £62,000.  I  also  understand 
that  they  have  exercised  that  power  to 
the  extent  of  £61,500,  and  therefore 
there  is  no  margin,  so  far  as  Parlia- 
mentary sanction  to  their  borrowing 
power  goes,  for  them  to  carry  out  the 
work  they  desire  to  undertake.  Then, 
in  addition  to  that,  they  have  already 
borrowed  money  on  the  security  of  the 
Borough  Fund.  Well,  I  am  informed 
that  this  fund,  as  it  at  present  exists,  is 
in  this  condition — that  the  expenditure 
slightly  exceeds  the  income.  Therefore, 
there  is  no  security  there  which  the 
Treasury  could  consent  to  lend  money 
on.  A  simple  solution  of  the  difficulty 
would  be  this— the  Corporation  ought 
to  come  to  Parliament  and  ask  Parlia- 
ment for  increased  borrowing  powers. 
Having  obtained  those  powers,  they 
could  exercise  them.  So  far  as  I  can 
see,  there  can  bo  no  doubt  that  Parlia- 
ment, on  a  good  case  being  made  out, 
would  give  Cork  power  to  exercise  larger 
borrowing  powers.  I  hope,  therefore, 
that,  so  far  as  the  refusal  of  the  Trea- 
sury in  this  particular  case  is  concerned, 
it  will  be  clearly  understood  by  the 
hon.  Gentleman  that  there  is  no  de- 
sire whatever  to  prevent  the  Corpo- 
ration from  borrowing  money  for  the 
objects  they  have  in  view.  The  ques- 
tion is  simply  one  of  finance.    We  are 
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bound  to  consider  the  question  of  the 
security  of  the  money  advanced.  I  think 
Cork  would  have  no  difficulty  in  borrow- 
ing if  it  had  Parliamentary  sanction; 
.and  I  am  one  of  those  who  strongly 
believe  that  it  is  desirable  to  impress 
every  district  in  Ireland,  as  well  as 
every  hon.  Member,  with  the  great  im- 
portance of  exercising— shall  I  say  local 
self-government  ? — and  helping  them- 
selves as  much  as  possible,  rather  than 
trusting  to  the  Government  to  do  these 
things  for  them. 

Dr.  TANNER:  Might  I  point  out 
that  if  the  Government  had  acted  on 
the  suggestion  of  their  own  Eoyal  Com- 
mission, and  if  they  had  extended  the 
municipal  areas  as  recommended,  there 
would  then  have  been  no  extra  rate.  If 
a  fault  exists  anywhere,  therefore,  it  is 
on  the  part  of  the  Government  of  the 
hon.  Gentleman,  because  they  have  not 
acted  on  the  suggestion  of  the  Eoyal 
Commission.  I  regret  that  the  hon. 
Gentleman  does  not  see  his  way  to  re- 
consider his  determination,  and  I  am 
sorry  that  he  has  misled  me  alogether ; 
because,  as  I  said,  it  was  in  consequence 
of  the  action  of  the  Local  Government 
Board's  representation  that  the  Treasury 
refused  the  application.  We  know  what 
the  Local  Government  Board  is  in  Ire- 
land, and  I  trust  that  my  hon.  Friends 
will  show  their  disapproval  of  the  action 
of  the  Board  by  not  allowing  the  Vote 
to  be  taken  without  a  Division. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to, 

(2.)  £23,751,  to  complete  the  sum  for 
the  Public  "Works  Office,  Ireland. 

Mr.  W.  a.  MACDONALD  (Queen's 
County,  Ossory) :  I  desire,  as  briefly  as 
possible,  to  draw  attention  to  a  matter 
which  has  excited  a  great  deal  of  in- 
terest in  the  central  districts  of  Ireland 
— namely,  the  drainage  of  the  Eiver 
Barrow.  That  subject  has  lately  occu- 
pied the  attention  of  a  Boyal  Commis- 
sion, and  the  recommendations  of  that 
Commission  have  been  before  the  House. 

The  CHAIRMAN:  I  do  not  see  in 
what  way  this  is  connected  with  the 
Vote  for  the  Board  of  Works. 

Mr.  W.  a.  MACDONALD  :  The 
Board  of  Works  has  entirely  neglected 
its  duty  in  this  matter,  and  will  not 
move  in  it,  in  spite  of  the  urgent  neces- 
sities of  the  case. 

The  chairman  :  It  is  no  part  of 
the  duty  of  the  Board  of  Publio  Works 


to  take  care  of  the  River  Barrow  until 
the  duty  is  imposed  upon  it  by  Parlia- 
ment. 

Mr  W.  a.  MACDONALD  :  Am  I  at 
liberty  to  speak  on  the  question  of 
£5,000,  which  was  promised,  but  has 
not  been  given  ? 

The  CHAIRMAN:  The  hon. Member 
would  not  be  in  Order  in  doing  so  on 
this  Vote. 

Colonel  NOLAN  (Galway,  N.) :  I 
wish  to  call  the  special  attention  of  the 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  (Mr.  Jackson)  to  Item  28,  on 
page  6.  It  appears  that  the  sum  of 
£647,000  has  been  advanced  in  Ireland, 
of  which  I  am  glad  to  see  that  £605,000 
has  been  returned,  and  it  is  the  balance 
of  about  £41,000  which  is  outstanding 
that  I  wish  to  refer  to.  I  want  to  im- 
press on  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
that  there  has  been  a  great  deal  of 
drought  in  Ireland,  and  I  do  not  think 
the  Treasury  ought  to  press  for  the  pay- 
ment of  this  amount  during  the  present 
year,  at  any  rate,  without  some  inquiry 
into  the  manner  in  which  the  money 
was  raised,  which  has  been  paid  back 
into  the  Treasury.  I  understand  that 
the  Treasury  have  been  pressing  for  the 
repayment  of  the  balance  this  year;  and 
I  think,  under  the  circumstances  in 
which  the  money  was  granted,  that  the 
Treasury  should  exercise  some  judgment 
in  the  matter,  and  ascertain  by  inquiry 
if  the  money  was  in  every  case  advanced 
to  the  people  of  whom  payment  is  now 
claimed.  I  believe  that,  owing  to  the 
pressure  and  hurry,  one  half  of  the 
money  was  not  advanced  to  the  par- 
ticular individuals  from  whom  payment 
is  demanded,  and  there  is,  consequently, 
very  great  difficulty  in  collecting  it. 
When  the  noble  Lord  the  Member  for 
South  Paddington  (Lord  Randolph 
Churchill)  was  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer I  had  a  sort  of  promise  that  there 
should  be  an  investigation  of  this  sub- 
ject, or,  rather,  that  the  subject  should 
be  considered.  I  thought  at  the  time 
that  the  Local  Government  Board  should 
examine  into  the  circumstances ;  but  I 
am  of  opinion  now  that  the  Treasury 
should  do  so.  I  propose  that  the  out- 
standing amount  should  not  be  pressed 
for  this  year,  on  the  ground  that  so 
large  a  proportion  of  the  debt  has  been 
repaid,  and  that  no  money  has  been 
advanced  this  year  for  seed  purposes.  I 
think  the  hon.  Gentleman  will  find  that 
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the  hurry  and  pressure  I  have  referred 
to  was  purely  owing  to  the  laches  of  the 
Government  in  sending  out  a  wrong  Cir- 
cular, which,  notwithstanding  my  re- 
presentations, they  refused  to  withdraw 
and  substitute  for  it  another.  On  the 
grounds  stated,  I  think  there  is  a  strong 
case  and  reason  why  the  balance  should 
be  remitted.  The  hon.  Gentleman  will  see 
that  the  whole  amount  outstanding  is 
only  6  per  cent  of  the  total  amount  ad- 
vanced, and  I  think  he  might  look  into 
the  matter,  and  see  how  much  it  is  pos- 
sible to  recover,  and  how  much  could 
not  possibly  be  got  in.  Then,  with  re- 
gard to  Galway  Harbour,  which  is  now 
in  the  hands  of  the  Board  of  Public 
Works.  In  this  case,  a  large  sum  of 
money  was  advanced  and  the  harbour 
authorities  got  into  great  trouble  with 
the  Treasury,  with  the  result  that  the 
Board  of  Public  Works  have  now  taken 
possession  of  the  work  and  are  the 
authorities  at  the  harbour.  They  have 
cleaned  out  the  passage  to  the  old  dock; 
but  the  drift  has  blocked  up  the  passage 
to  the  new  dock.  What  I  want  to  im- 
press upon  the  Treasury  is  that  they 
are  losing  money  under  the  present 
system,  because  ships  will  not  go  into 
the  new  dock. 

The  chairman  :  The  question 
raised  by  the  hon.  and  gallant  Gentle- 
man would  be  appropriate  to  the  Vote 
for  Public  Works  Loans  in  Class  I. 

Colonel  NOLAN :  I  am  not  asking 
for  any  improvement  in  the  harbour, 
Mr.  Courtney.  The  Board  of  Public 
Works  having  taken  over  the  harbour, 
I  am  only  asking  that  it  should  be  kept 
in  repair. 

The  CHAIEMAN:  That  is  work 
which  does  not  come  under  this  Vote. 

Colonel  NOLAN :  I  shall  be  satis- 
fied with  the  observations  I  have  made, 
and  I  hope  that,  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury's  attention  having  been  called 
to  the  subject,  he  will  see  that  the  ships 
are  allowed  to  go  into  the  new  dock.  I 
hope  I  shall  not  be  out  of  Order  in 
drawing  attention  to  the  way  in  which 
the  accounts  are  made  up  with  regard 
to  fishery  piers  and  harbours.  I  want 
the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  to  pet  the  Board  of  Public 
Works  to  publish  an  abstract  of  the 
actual  money  spent  on  these  works,  and 
how  much  has  now  been  spent  on  con- 
tracts. My  point  is,  that  if  these  ac- 
counts  were  published,    it    would   be 


shown  that  there  is  a  large  balance  of, 
say,  £20,000,  which  might  be  devoted 
to  building  and  other  purposes. 

Dk.  TANNEE  (Cork  Co.,  Mid) :  I 
wish  to  call  the  attention  of  the  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Secretary  to  the  Trea- 
sury (Mr.  Jackson)  to  one  or  two  points 
in  connection  with  the  Board  of  PubUc 
Works,  and  to  the  way  in  which  the 
Inspectors  do  their  duty.  A  great  many 
piers  and  harbours  on  the  South  Coast 
are,  in  the  first  place,  erected  at  a  con- 
siderable expense;  a  portion  of  the 
money  is  furnished  by  the  Treasury, 
and  a  portion  levied  on  the  local  rates  ; 
but,  unfortunately,  owing  to  the  de- 
ficiency ^of  inspection,  and  in  many  cases 
owing  to  the  deficiency  of  engineering, 
which  I  believe  may  be  referred  to  on 
this  Yote,  the  work  is  not  satisfactorily 
done.  I  wish  to  refer  to  some  circum- 
stances in  connection  with  the  new  piers 
which  have  just  been  finished. 

^Thb  CHAIEMAN :  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber will  not  be  in  Order  in  doing  that  on 
this  Vote. 

Db.  TANNEE :  Then,  I  should  Kke 
to  refer  to  the  subject  of  ancient  monu- 
ments. Oar  country  is  one  with  a  great 
and  glorious  history;  its  monuments 
ought  to  have  that  consideration  which 
they  would  certainly  receive  from.  Irish- 
men if  they  were  consulted  about  them. 
But  their  restoration  and  preservation 
are  in  the  hands  of  a  Department,  at  the 
head  of  which  there  is  a  Scotchman,  and 
not  an  Irishman ;  and  they  do  not,  there- 
fore, receive  the  consideration  which 
they  merit.  In  February  last  I  hap- 
pened to  be  in  the  county  of  Galway ; 
I  visited  the  town  called  Clonmacnoise, 
or  ''the  Home  of  the  Kings,"  where  there 
are  two  relics  of  the  past— one  the  Abbey, 
and  the  other  an  old  castle — which  are 
well  worthy  of  preservation,  and  demand 
that  cognizance  should  be  taken  of  them 
by  the  Inspector  of  Ancient  Monuments. 
These  relics  are  falling  into  a  bad  state 
of  disrepair,  and  I  hope  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman will  call  the  attention  of  the  In- 
spector to  them,  in  order  that  he  may 
visit  the  place,  and  see  that  proper  steps 
are  taken  for  their  preeervation.  Then 
there  is  the  Eound  Tower  of  Cloyne, 
which  belongs  to  a  class  of  antiquities 
that  receive  the  greatest  consideration 
at  the  hands  of  foreigners,  although  not 
so  much  at  the  hands  of  EagUshmen. 
With  regard  to  this  tower,  if  it  is  to  be 
repaired,  I  make  the  saggmtion  that  it 
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should  not  be  treated  in  the  same  way 
as  the  Round  Tower  of  Kildare,  which 
has  been  restored  with  battlements, 
which  is  absurd,  and  out  of  all  charac- 
ter with  these  constructions,  which  were 
cone-shaped.  The  architect  who  had 
this  matter  in  hand,  and  received  a 
large  sum  of  money  for  what  he  did,  has 
made  a  great  mull  of  the  restoration, 
and  I  urge  that  these  monuments  should 
not  be  treated  in  the  barbaric  manner 
in  which  this  gentleman  has  treated  the 
Bound  Tower  at  Kildare. 

The  secretary  to  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  Jackson)  (Leeds,  N.)  :  If 
the  hon.  Member  will  look  at  the  records 
of  public  works  in  Ireland,  he  will  see 
that  they  have  received  a  good  deal  of 
attention  during  last  year,  and  I  believe 
he  will  admit  that,  on  the  whole,  the 
work  has  been  done  in  a  very  intelli- 
gent manner;  indeed,  the  Treasury 
have  felt  that,  so  far  from  falling  short 
of  their  duties,  the  authorities  have 
rather  exceeded  them  in  this  matter. 
With  regard  to  what  has  fallen  from  the 
hon.  and  gallant  Member  for  North 
Galway  (Colonel  Nolan),  I  wish  to  say 
at  once  that  there  is  no  desire  to  press 
unduly  for  the  arrears  outstanding  for 
seed.  It  is  true  that  some  of  the  amounts 
are  small ;  but  I  dare  say  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Gentleman  is  perfectly  well 
aware  that  in  some  districts  the  amount 
outstanding  is  much  in  excess  of  what  it 
is  in  others.  [Colonel  Nolan  :  They  are 
richer.  ]  That  is  true  ;  but  in  some  dis- 
tricts although  the  persons  who  actually 
received  the  loans  have  paid  the  money 
back  to  the  Guardians,  who  have  not 
paid  it  over  to  the  Treasury.  I  am 
quite  sure  the  hon.  and  gallant  Gentle- 
man sees  the  distinction.  [Colonel 
Nolan  :  Hear,  hear  !]  With  that  reser- 
vation, then,  I  am  glad  to  say  that  I  am 
entirely  in  accord  with  him  in  thinking 
that  every  consideration  ought  to  be 
shown.  I  am  afraid  that  I  should  not 
be  in  Order  in  replying  in  detail  to  the 
hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman*s  remarks 
on  the  subject  of  Galway  Harbour  and 
Dock,  but  I  may  venture  to  say  that  the 
question  raised  by  him  shall  be  taken 
into  consideration,  with  regard  to  the 
contracts ;  although  it  is  true  that,  as 
compared  with  the  total  amount  of  the 
contracts,  there  appears  to  be  a  surplus, 
the  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  will 
know  that  Estimates  are  sometimes  ex- 
oeeded.    I  will,  however,  make  a  note 


of  the  subject  referred  to,  which  is  very 
worthy  of  consideration. 

Colonel  NOLAN  :  I  quite  agree  that 
the  Guardians  who  have  received  the 
money  for  the  seed  loans  ought  to  pay  it 
over  to  the  Treasury ;  but  there  is  a 
very  small  margin,  perhaps  not  more 
than  £7,000,  with  respect  to  which  it  is 
very  difficult  to  ascertain  who  got  the 
money,  in  consequence,  as  I  have  said, 
of  the  wrong  Circular  having  been  issued 
by  the  Government,  and  I  think  this 
amount  might  be  wiped  out. 

Mb.  JACKSON  was  understood  to 
signify  assent. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Longford,  N.) 
I  wish  to  say  that  Irish  Members  gene- 
rally regard  with  the  greatest  satisfac- 
tion, and  I,  for  my  part,  acknowledge 
the  spirit  in  which  the  work  with  regard 
to  ancient  monuments  has  been  carried 
on,  and  I  trust  the  Treasury  will  act 
liberally  in  the  matter. 

Mb.  M.  J.  KENNY  (Tyrone,  Mid) : 
While  agreeing  with  what  has  fallen 
from  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for 
North  Longford  (Mr.  T.  M.  Healy),  I 
wish  to  point  out  that  we  object  to  the 
insufficiency  of  the  work  done,  and  to 
the  amount  of  remuneration  to  the  offi- 
cers, which  is  not  sufficient  to  stimulate 
perseverance  in  the  work.  This  is  a 
question  I  take  some  personal  interest 
in.  The  attempt  at  restoration  has  in 
some  cases  been  a  failure,  while  in  other 
oases  it  has  been  comparatively  success- 
ful. I  think  fair  praise  is  to  be  given 
to  the  efforts  made,  and  I  only  complain 
that  greater  efforts  have  not  been  made, 
and  a  more  liberal  expenditure  incurred 
for  the  purpose  of  preserving  these  ruins. 
Now,  I  want  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  to  one  or  two 
matters  which  crop  up  on  this  Vote.  The 
point  I  wish  particularly  to  refer  to  has 
reference  to  the  reclamation  of  the  Clare 
slob  lands.  The  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr. 
Jackson)  is  aware,  as  previous  Secre- 
taries to  the  Treasury  are  aware,  to 
their  cost,  that  for  some  time  past  a 
considerable  expenditure  has  been  in- 
curred in  connection  with  these  lands. 
I  do  not  know  the  exact  amount  which 
has  been  expended  upon  these  works  in 
the  past,  but  an  additional  sum  of  some- 
thing like  £5,000  is  required  this  year 
for  the  purposes  of  this  reclamation.  A 
singular  thing  is  that,  when  these  works 
have  reached  a  certain  point  of  com- 
pleteness, a  storm  invariably  arises  and 
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blows  them  down  again.  It  is  some- 
thing like  the  attempts  of  Foreign 
Nations  to  invade  England.  Every 
time  the  enemy's  ships  have  got  near  to 
the  shores  a  storm  has  arisen  and  de- 
stroyed them.  Now,  I  want  to  know 
whether  this  storm  is  to  be  annual,  and 
whether  the  expenditure  is  to  go  on  for 
ever  ?  If  we  are  to  have  many  more  of 
these  annual  grants,  the  result  will  be 
that  the  Treasury  will  expend  some- 
thing like  £200,000  upon  something 
like  £10,000  worth  of  property.  That 
would  be  an  extremely  bad  bargain, 
and  it  would  be  very  much  better  to  let 
these  works  go  by  the  board  than  to 
spend  this  sum  of  money  upon  them 
annually.  I  believe  that  if  these  works 
had  been  properly  looked  after — if  the 
Irish  Board  of  Works  were  a  competent 
body,  instead  of  meriting  the  distinction 
of  being  the  most  incompetent  public 
body  in  the  whole  world,  infinitely  the 
worst  body  in  Ireland,  and,  therefore, 
the  worst  body — if  the  reclamation  of 
the  Clare  Slob  Lands  had  been  properly 
attended  to  they  would  now  have  been 
works  of  some  value.  I  believe  that  if 
they  had  been  reclaimed  before  the 
great  depression  of  land  in  Ireland  they 
would  very  nearly  have  recompensed  the 
original  outlay.  The  original  design 
was  a  swindle  undertaken  by  an  English 
adventurer  who  imposed  on  the  late  Mr. 
W.  E.  Forster  to  such  an  extent  that 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  induced  the 
Treasury  in  1880  to  make  certain  grants 
of  lands  towards  this  reclamation.  The 
Treasury  having  been  induced  to  make 
a  grant  of  something  like  £48,000,  I 
presume  they  feel  they  are  obliged  to 
proceed  with  the  works.  Fully  £70,000 
has  been  advanced  by  the  Treasury,  and 
still  we  are  no  nearer  the  completion  of 
the  works.  It  is  a  public  scandal  that 
this  money  should  be  thrown  away — 
thrown  as  it  were  into  the  sea,  or  into 
the  River  Shannon.  We  have  no  gua- 
rantee whatever  that  these  works  when 
completed  will  do  more  than  to,  a  very 
small  extent,  recoup  the  Treasury.  This 
A'oto  comes  on  every  year,  and  every 
year  the  Board  of  Trade  have  the  same 
weary  tale  to  tell.  It  is  time  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Treasury  took  some  strenuous 
action  with  regard  to  the  completion  of 
these  works.  Within  the  past  12  months 
£ 0,000  has  beoQ  spent  upon  what  ap- 
pears to  be  absolutely  useless  work,  and 
unless  wo  have  some  detiuite  assurance 


that  this  expenditure  will  not  be  con- 
tinued any  longer ;  but  that  the  works 
will  be  brought  to  a  completion,  and 
sometliing  done  to  recoup  the  taxpayers 
for  the  amount  expended  upon  the 
works,  I  shall  certainly  consider  it  my 
duty  to  divide  against  the  Vote  for 
Public  Works. 

Mr.  BIQGAJt  (Oavan,  W.) :  I  should 
like  some  information  from  the  Treasury 
with  regard  to  loans  made  in  respect  of 
the  construction  of  certain  railways  in 
Ireland.  There  is  a  railway  in  course 
of  construction  through  the  part  of  the 
County  of  Cavan  which  I  represent,  and 
I  want  to  know  to  what  extent  the  Trea- 
sury have  made  advances,  if  any,  in 
respect  of  this  line.  Then  there  is  the 
Oork  and  Coachford  line,  upon  which 
some  information  is  very  necessary.  I 
desire  to  view  this  matter  from  an  im- 
partial point  of  view,  and  now  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  (Mr.  Goschen)  is  in  his 
place,  let  me  appeal  to  him  to  put  some 
restraint  upon  the  system  of  lending 
money  in  Ireland  upon  bad  security.  Some 
of  my  hon.  Friends  think  it  is  a  very 
grand  thing  to  borrow  money  from  the 
British  Exchequer;  but  they  seem  to 
forget  that  we  are  a  partner  in  the  Ex- 
chequer or  firm.  Only  the  other  day  I 
was  impressing  upon  my  hon.  Friends 
the  absurdity  of  encouraging  the  squan- 
dering of  public  money  in  Ireland.  They 
said — '*  Oh !  it's  all  right ;  the  money 
will  be  supplied  by  the  English  Exche- 
quer, and  we  shall  never  be  expected  to 
pay."  Now,  I  should  like  to  offer  one 
argument  in  opposition  to  the  view  taken 
up  by  my  hon.  Friends,  and  it  is  that  if 
we  ever  get  Home  Bule  these  charges 
will  probably  be  handed  over  to  us  as 
good  assets,  and  the  losaes  may  possibly 
come  out  of  the  ratepayers.  I  therefore 
think  it  is  a  very  short-sighted  policy  to 
encourage  the  outlay  of  public  money 
that  is  not  going  to  be  reproductive.  It 
is  all  very  good  to  spend  money,  if  it  is 
to  be  reproductive ;  but  I  do  seriously 
object  to  a  system  of  expending  money 
which  is  not  going  to  pay  a  reasonable 
amount  of  interest.  Now,  some  of  my 
constituents  have  recently  held  a  meet- 
ing at  which  they  criticized  this  new 
railway — the  Cavan,  Leitrim,  and  Bos- 
common  Eailway  it  is  to  be  cailed.  They 
criticized  adversely  the  way  in  which  the 
i  work  has  been  done.  One  of  the  state- 
I  meats  made  at  the  meeting  was  that  the 
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County  Cayan  ratepayers  would  have  to 
pay  15  or  16  peuce  in  the  pound  to 
make  up  the  guarantee,  and  it  was 
maintained  that  the  loss  to  the  rate- 
payers would  actually  be  3«.  in  the 
pound,  which  would  amount  to  15  per 
cent  upon  the  rentals  of  the  properties. 
This  is  by  no  means  a  political  question. 
The  chairman  of  the  meeting  was  a  Con- 
servative landowner,  one  of  the  other 
speakers  was  a  Conservative  land  agent ; 
another  was  a  Catholic  magistrate  who 
lives  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  whom 
I  know  very  well,  and  there  were  pre- 
sent Nationalists  as  well  as  staunch 
Conservatives.  I  should  like  to  know, 
to 3,  what  has  been  done  in  the  case  of 
the  SchuU  and  Skibbereen  Line,  which 
appears  to  be  a  complete  failure  ? 

Colonel  NOLAN  :  I  quite  agree  that 
the  hon.  Member  for  West  Cavan  (Mr. 
Biggar)  is  justified  in  calling  attention 
to  the  schemes  in  which  his  constituents 
are  interested,  though  it  must  be  remem- 
bered there  are  other  Members  for  Cavan 
and  Eoscommon  and  Leitrim,  besides 
the  hon.  Member.    It  may  be  the  fact 
that  it  is  injudicious  to  construct  this 
Cavan  Railway,  and  that  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman is  justified  in   objecting  to  the 
expenditure  of   public  money  upon  it. 
It  is  only  when  my  hon.  Friend  gets 
more  enterprising  and  goes  into  other 
parts  of  the  coimtry,  and  he  falls  into 
mistakes.     Now,  in  Galway  the  people 
are  very  anxious  for  tramways  and  rail- 
ways,  and  all  the   regulations  passed 
have  been  in  favour   of  the  schemes. 
The  rate  of  interest  at  which  the  Trea- 
sury have  lent  money  has  been  reduced 
from  5  per  cent  to  4  per  cent ;  5  per  cent 
was  admitted  to  be  too  high  a  rate  of 
interest ;  indeed,  the  Government  have 
actually  made  money  by  the  advances 
towards  Irish  railways.     "Whatever  may 
be  the  case  in  Cavan,  I  know  cases  of 
small  railways  in  which  the  Government 
have   been  paid   most  regularly.     The 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  (Mr.  Jackson) 
must  recollect  that  if  he  makes  a  good 
railway  he  develops  a  whole   district. 
The  Treasury  are  quite  right  in  getting 
in  the  money.     I  admit  that  in  the  pre- 
sent year  the  repayment  has  not  been 
80  large  as  usual ;  but  that  is  owing  to 
the  present  unfortunate  circumstances  of 
Ireland.     The  question  of  railway  eom- 
munication  is  really  one  for  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  country.    In  small  countries, 
the  State  make  the  railways  at  their  own 


I  expense.  Such  a  system  is  not  suitable 
to  England ;  but  I  believe  it  is  suitable, 
to  a  certain  extent,  to  Ireland.  I  must 
say  that  in  the  case  of  most  of  the  tram- 
ways the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  now 
gets  ample  security.  He  gets  the  security 
of  the  rates  of  the  whole  land  in  the  dis- 
trict, and  there  is  a  good  collector  in  the 
shape  of  the  Grand  Jury.  My  hon. 
Friend  is  prejudiced  against  all  railways 
which  do  not  pay  good  dividends.  I 
will  not  go  as  far  as  that,  because  I 
think  it  is  very  often  to  the  interest  of 
the  State  to  advance  money  at  a  very 
low  rate  of  interest.  Of  course,  what- 
ever interest  is  charged  ought  to  be 
paid,  and  I  maintain  that  up  to  the  pre- 
sent the  Treasury  have  made  money  on 
what  they  have  advanced  upon  Irish 
railways. 

Ma.  T.  M.  HEALY:  I  entirely  sup- 
port the  views  of  my  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  West  Cavan  (Mr.  Biggar). 
I  maintain  that  if  we  are  going  to  take 
over  Ireland,  we  must  take  it  over  as 
a  going  concern.  That  being  so,  we 
ought,  at  the  present  time,  to  be  ex- 
tremely suspicious  of  the  vultures  who 
come  over  from  the  City  of  London,  and 
try  to  suck  our  blood.  I  quite  agree 
with  the  hon.  Gentleman  in  regard  to 
the  tramways.  What  are  the  facts  re- 
specting the  SchuU  and  Skibbereen 
Line?  I  do  not  know  whether  it  is 
true;  but  I  am  told  that  £60,000  has 
been  spent  upon  the  line,  but  that 
£50,000  could  not  be  got  for  it.  Take 
the  case  of  the  Waterford  Bailway. 
When  I  first  went  to  the  country  15  or  16 
years  ago  the  rate  was  8^.  in  the  pound 
for  the  half  year.  Now  it  is  2«.  6^., 
because  the  people  have  to  pay  for  this 
miserable  railway.  No  works  ought  to 
be  made  that  are  not  going  to  pay.  Why 
should  people  be  saddled  with  works 
which  will  be  unremunerative  ?  It  is 
all  very  well  for  contractors  to  say  that 
this  is  a  very  good  thing,  but  it  is  not 
the  interest  of  contractors  which  have 
to  be  consulted,  but  the  interests  of  the 
people  of  Ireland.  I  advise  the  Treasury 
to  beware  of  the  railway  contractors  and 
persons  in  the  City  of  London  who  only 
want  to  milk  the  Irish.  Personally,  I 
look  with  considerable  suspicion  upon 
Gentlemen  who  come  over  to  Ireland 
with  benevolent  paunches  to  try  and  show 
their  benevolence  to  the  Irish  people. 

Mr.  HAYDEN  (Leitrim,  S.) :  I  have 
received  strong  representations  from  my 
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what  is  the  condition  of  the  rolling 
stock  or  the  condition  of  the  permanent 
way ;  but  I  can  quite  understand  that, 
under  the  present  circumstances,  every 
economy  that  can  be  practised  is  prac- 
tised. I  am  able  to  say,  with  regard  to 
the  Ballymoney  and  Ballycastle  Eaii- 
way,  that  no  advance  has  been  made  by 
the  Treasury. 

Mr.  BIGGAR  :  Has  the  interest  been 
paid  upon  what  has  been  lent  ? 

Mr.  JACKSON :  We  have  been  re- 
ceiving some  interest ;  but  this  railway 
has  been  rather  in  difficulties.  I  do  not 
know  that  I  am  not  justified  in  saying 
to  the  Committee  that  the  rolling  stock, 
which  certainly  ought  to  have  been  in- 
cluded in  the  original  contract,  and 
ought  to  have  been  covered  by  the 
original  advances,  apparently  was  bought 
from  some  individual  or  from  some 
company  who  retain  a  charge  upon  it, 
and  the  position  is  that  unless  the  owners 
obtain  payment  for  their  rolling  stock, 
they  are  in  a  position,  being  the  owners 
of  it,  to  remove  it  from  the  line.  There- 
fore it  is  a  question  of  making  the  best 
of  a  bad  bargain.  But  I  am  able  to  say 
to  the  Committee  that  arrangements  are 
in  progress  by  which  I  hope  to  bring 
affairs  into  a  satisfactory  condition,  and 
that  I  have  reason  to  believe,  from 
the  figures  I  have  seen  in  the  traffic 
returns,  that  the  state  of  things  is  much 
more  promising  for  the  future.  In  fact, 
what  1  am  informed  leads  me  to  believe 
that  we  shall  get  back  our  money  with 
interest  in  the  course  of  time.  With 
regard  to  the  Cork  and  Coachford  line, 
I  must  plead  guilty  to  some  responsi- 
bility. It  appeared  to  me  to  be  an  in- 
stance in  which  a  gcod  case  had  been 
made  out  for  some  hel2>,  and  a  case  in 
which  unless  that  help  were  forthcoming 
the  large  expenditure  which  had  already 
taken  place  on  the  railway  would  be 
luort^  or  loss  saoritioed.  The  district 
would  have  been  saddled  with  a  great 
rt^spmwibility.  It  must  bo  boroe  in  mind 
that  in  this  )>aitioular  case — and  this  is 
rathor  a  onrious  instauoo  of  the  way  in 
whioh  buiitiuess  is  managed  in  i^rtain 
diMricts  in  Iri^land — that  whether  the 
railway  ^vutinutHi  to  run  or  not,  the 
Uvality  w^nUd  have  btvn  liable  for  pay* 
mont  of  iutor^^*:  on  iho  guaranNH»  *liares, 
Thoi)oVf^vuu\<M\t  iutonv^t  wa»  only  tWut 
a  ji>  noi^rtl  jsMuf  of  viow.  and  ftxxm  a  do-  I 
pi^v  h^  \MNMuo;o  I  ho  uuor^vitt^jt  ot  the 
\>^««h  \ .     \\>  haw  nudorl,^kx^»  to  tiad 


£20,000  for  the  completion  of  the  line, 
and  we  have  endeavoured  to  attach  to 
it  such  conditions  as  will  secure  that  the 
money  shall  not  be  thrown  away.  The 
Committee  must  bear  in  mind  that  there 
has  been  already  expended  upon  the 
line  more  than  £40,000,  and  that  to  the 
advance  which  has  been  proposed,  an 
additional  £10,000  will  be  adyanced  for 
the  completion  of  the  line  to  Blarney. 
The  additional  £10,000  wUl  only  be 
advanced  on  the  completion  of  the  line 
to  Coachford— the  completion  of  the 
whole  undertaking  including  the  rolling 
stock— and  the  line  being  certified  to  be 
in  working  order.  We  have  taken  such 
precautions  as  we  can  to  secure  that 
this  shall  be  found  to  be  one  of  the 
light  railways  in  Ireland  of  service  to 
the  district  through  whioh  it  runs.  It 
will  be  found,  I  hope,  ultimately  not  to 
be  a  charge  either  on  the  district  or  on 
the  Treasury.  Now,  with  regard  to  the 
SchuU  and  Skibbereen  Line,  I  have  no 
personal  responsibility  for  that,  and  the 
statement  made  by  the  hon.  Gentleman 
with  regard  to  inspection,  I  believe  to 
be  quite  correct.  What  I  would  point 
out  is,  that  it  appears  to  be  a  fatal  blot 
about  all  these  concerns,  that  the 
baroney  which,  in  the  first  instance,  is 
responsible  for  giving  encouragement  to 
the  scheme,  and  sanctioning  the  scheme, 
and  guaranteeing  the  interest  on  the 
amount  advanced,  seems  to  take  so  little 
interest  in  the  carrying  out  of  the 
works. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  It  is  the  Grand 
Jury. 

Mr.  JACKSON :  I  do  not  oare  who 
it  is ;  but  I  say  it  is  their  boanden  duty, 
if  they  sanction  these  lines,  to  pay  some 
attention  to  their  future  progress,  and 
to  endeavour  to  ensure  that  the  work 
is  carried  on  according  to  contract. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY :  They  are  your 
own  Party. 

Mh.  JACKSON :  I  am  not  seeking  to 
make  the  matter  a  Party  question  at  all ; 
but  I  am  endeavouring  to  treat  it  in  a 
business-like  manner.  What  I  say  is 
that  everybody  who  is  responsible  for 
sanctioning  a  Hue  in  a  district  is  bound 
to  see  that  the  work  is  done. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY:  Why  did  the 
Government  Icspector  pass  the  line  in 
an  improper  state  ? 

Mr.  JACKSON:  So  fiar  as  I  have 
Kvn  able  to  gather,  the  deficienoy  has 
rather  been  that  the  eng;inee  employed 
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upon  the  line  were  too  light  for  the 
traffic — too  light  for  the  traffic,  consider- 
ing the  gradients  they  had  to  overcome. 
It  has  been  rather  a  question  of  that 
kind  than  a  question  of  the  construction 
of  the  h'ne. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY:  Did  not  the 
Inspector  examine  the  engines  ? 

Mr.  JACKSON:  Certainly  not.  The 
Inspector  of  the  Board  of  Trade  has 
nothing  to  do  with  the  rolling  stock. 
All  he  has  to  do  is  to  certify  as  to  the 
permanent  way,  and  the  safety  of  the 
line.  I  think  I  have  noticed  most  of 
the  questions  which  have  been  raised. 
All  I  can  say,  in  conclusion,  is  this — that 
I  am  exceedingly  grateful  to  hon.  Mem- 
bers for  the  support  which  their  speeches 
and  the  action  tbey  have  taken  to-night 
will  give  me  in  my  endeavours  to  resist 
the  very  numerous  applications  which  I 
receive  from  speculative  contractors.  I 
should  like  to  put  it  in  this  way — that  I 
hope  the  action  taken  to-night  will  be 
looked  upon  as  an  indication  that  no 
encouragement  will  be  given  to  fresh 
undertakings  of  this  nature  by  hon. 
Members  opposite,  or  by  Her  Majesty's 
Government. 

Mr.  M.J.  KENNY:  There  is  one  defect 
in  the  Tramways  Act  which  may,  to  some 
extent,  account  for  the  blot  the  hon. 
Gentleman  has  referred  to.  Under  the 
Tramways  Act  there  appears  to  be  no 
power  given  to  the  County  Inspector  or 
Surveyor  to  inspect  the  lines  of  railway. 
I  contend  that  the  County  Surveyor 
should  always  have  power  to  go  and  in- 
spect works  in  course  of  progress.  If  that 
were  the  case,  I  believe  that  a  great  many 
evils  which  now  occur  would  be  obviated. 
It  is  no  use  appointing  Local  Authorities 
to  look  after  the  lines,  because  they 
may  know  nothing  about  surveying — it  is 
no  use  doing  this,  and  leaving  those  per- 
sons in  the  country  who  know  something 
about  the  matter  no  voice  in  the  ques- 
tion. I  think  if  that  defect  in  the  Tram- 
ways Act  had  been  remedied  when  the 
Act  was  passed,  a  good  many  of  the 
mistakes  which  have  occurred  would 
have  been  avoided.  But  I  am  princi- 
pally concerned  in  the  observations  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  West  Cavan  (Mr. 
Biggar),  and  the  reply  that  they  have 
elicited  from  the  Secretary  to  the  Trea- 
sury, My  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
West  Cavan  enunciated  certain  prin- 
ciples with  which  I  agree,  and  certain 
principles  with  which  I  utterly  disagree. 

VOL.  OCOXX.    [third  series.] 


I  believe  that  the  Tramways  Act  has  been 
in  a  good  many  instances  extremely 
beneficial,  and  that  there  have  been  cer- 
tain cases  where  encouragement  has 
been  given  to  undertakings  which  are 
certain  to  repay  any  sum  of  money 
advanced  upon  them.  I  would  point  to 
the  railway  in  which  a  Member  for  one 
of  the  Divisions  of  Dublin  is  interested 
— I  refer  to  the  Ennis  and  West  Clare 
Line.  Had  no  encouragement  been 
given  by  the  Government  to  that  line  it 
would  probably  never  have  been  con- 
structed ;  but  now  that  it  is  made  I  look 
upon  it  as  absolutely  sure  to  pay  its 
way,  and  more  than  pay  its  way. 
That  is  an  instance  which  distinctly 
disproves  the  general  principle  laid 
down  by  the  hon.  Member  for  West 
Cavan.  Whatljoin  with  him  in  objecting 
to  is  the  advance  of  money  on  insufficient 
security  for  projects  which  show  no 
reasonable  sign  of  giving  any  return.  I 
believe  that  the  onus  prohandi  should  be 
thrown  on  the  promoters  of  those 
schemes,  and  that  they  should  be 
proved  to  be  sound  before  the  Govern- 
ment advances  one  halfpenny  towards 
carrying  them  out.  I  think  that  the 
Treasury  should  only  advance  money 
on  schemes  of  this  kind  on  security 
that  can  be  considered  ample.  I 
have  seen  a  tabulated  statement  by 
the  Board  of  Public  Works  as  to  the 
security  afforded  by  the  baronies  and 
counties  for  public  works.  There  are 
some  oases  in  which  the  security  given 
is  totally  insufficient,  and,  of  course, 
there  are  other  cases  in  which  it  has 
been  ample.  It  is  only  in  these  cases,  I 
think,  that  advances  should  be  made 
by  the  Treasury.  My  hon.  Friend 
spoke  of  the  farmers  in  the  localities 
and  other  persons  being  capable,  or, 
rather,  being  in  a  position  to  invest 
money  in  undertakings  of  this  kind. 
He  said  that  if  imdertakings  of  this 
kind  were  of  a  healthy  description, 
these  persons  would  readUy  invest  their 
money  in  them.  I  do  not  for  a  moment 
agree  in  any  statement  to  the  effect  that 
any  appreciable  number  of  the  Irish  far- 
mers have  a  single  half  penny  to  invest,  so 
far  as  lending  money  to  the  banks  is  con- 
cerned. They  do  not  lend  money  to  the 
banks;  on  the  contrary,  as  a  general 
rule,  the  banks  have  to  lend  money  to 
them.  If  you  were  to  calculate  the  dif- 
ference between  the  amount  of  the 
advances  payable  by  the  banks  to  the 
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fjirniorH   iind   Iho   amount    payable  by    there  has  so  macb  force  that  the  waves 


\\u>  farinorH  to  the  I)ankH,  yoii  would 
Iind  that  in  tbo  raHo  of  ovory  £100  the 
farniors  would  Imvo  to  ho  dohitod  to  the 
t«\tonti>f  £l)l>.  If  niylum.  Friend  will 
h)ok  at  the  listn  of  the  Hharoholders  in 
(}uinno»»*H  Hrowory  and  n$  Freeman^ s 
Journaf  oonrorns,  lio  will  Iind  the  names 
Hi'iuvidy  iiu'ludo  asin^lo  fiirmor.  That  is 
about  t  ho  host  tost  you  can  possibly  apply 
to  a  <iuostion  of  this  kind.  But  I  quite 
«>?r«M*  that  unless  tho  promoters  of  a 
railway  oan  satisfv  tho  Troasurv  that 
tl\oro  is  an  nbsolulo  oortaintv  that  their 
undortakiukTs  will  p;w  working  oxpenses. 
and  will  not  bo  a  burdvu  on  the 
Oousolidatod    Fund 


are  almost  as  powerful  as  in  the  Atlantic 
Ocean  itself.  Even  if  you  had  the  sea- 
wall completed  to-morrow,  astormmi^ht 
come  like  that  of  December  last,  whicli 
will  never  be  forgotten  by  the  people  ia 
the  locality,  and  would  break  down  the 
result  of  all  your  labour.  The  work  i? 
a  bad  job,  and  tho  Goyernment  will 
never  be  able  to  make  anything  out  of 
it.  Tho  whole  wall  will  have  to  co:ne 
down  with  a  run.  If  I  were  the  Secre- 
tary t)  the  Treasury,  I  would  noTer 
spend  another  halfpenny  upon  what 
appears  to  me  to  be  an  altogether  im- 
possible and  useless  work. 

Mr.    murphy    (Dublin,    St.  Pd- 


l  or  tho  baronies,  . 
tho  Troasury  should  not  advance  tae:n  !  trick's; :  In  the  discussion  concerning 
a  siujrlo  haltponny.  With  regard  to  '.  the  railways  and  tramways  promoted  ia 
tho  OUr*  S\^b  l.iinds.  tho ^  m^^.:•T  .  Ireland  under  th^  Act  of  1883,  there 
advanotvl  on  this  rtvlamation  has  been  ,  ?e^=is  to  have  been  some  little  confusion 
lxvko\l  ups^n  by  suvvossivo  Se^'^retaries  .  i-  the  minis  of  hon.  Gentlemen.  I 
t.*  tho  IVasury  as  a  cs>uc;^ssL"»:i  fr."»n  think  they  have  been  confounding  the 
l*UjrlAv.d  t.^  IroUr.d,  I  VoMevo  tho  qao>ti.'»n  as  to  whether  these  under- 
\rorks  woro  orij:::*.*!^  ur.dertakon  n,^:  tdkipg*  *h5a!d  be  completed  or  not  by 
s.^  ".v.u^'h  outho  prt^to::^:^  v^i  tho  res: '.A.":: A-  :>:a1  oipcri:sxi>e  wiui  the  question 
Jix^n  ot'I*nd.  as  th*:  of  tho  npclirjiiti.^s  whfthor  1210  Tr«va5:iry  ahoold  have  lent 
^'f  tho  v.Atiros  A  ci-v.t*.o.v.Az  ,^:  livflv  m.rrTr  .?- :ie=i  or  n>t-  It  most  be  re- 
"Aj:*v.s::.^r.  Av..i  jT^^^a:  :v.c:'^.-i:y  cir^o  zif— :«rr*i  Z2.MI  lae  Xr»asnry  can  never 
•,;V  '-^  '"^.-.M;"  0A5*.r\  r.:^:  :hr  '.*:-■  >[?  1*?*  sirr'e  shilling  of  the  advance  it 
W  V  >Vrst^-r.  AT..i  "■.***.*  a  irA.v.i:i:  ht5  =.a I*,  r-set-se  :i  has  the  security  of 
s-jvorvh  r,*  hir,'..  :::  wh::h  h?  iTr'*::-*!  :i*  rAra*  :  flare*  iisrirts  for  the  repay- 
t.^AT  ::    tht*  r::.*r.rv   ,*:  thf    >tat^   v^r?    "nzz  :t  :i*  rxTiEi&I  a^i  interest    The 


•*.;'  '.^**j^?  :,v.;.  :h?  *"Ar5  ::?*'"JLrfrr  .1  :1*  Trrtsi-r   zc  roisr  i."«  pablic  aa- 

^  h.,^\  : :  5  r  :i.#vi ;  \  s.:--.    '.  :.;I  *  r-f  $.L::h  a  ri  citr-        Tir*   priL3»Ht:c»    vere   local 

* jv»fv:>.  A*  tJ". t:  v-A^  ."  I i :•.  li  i  n t  £ f    1  t-?  :  :«*■•.  ix i  :*;  »  r^  tisr  an^-set of  Iwk- 

::.?   y.rc^j*;-::!.'**   .-;  \1:    V  r>  ??   t:  i  1  :  >  .rx   tr'fc    ti*  Isa^  xiai   jioKably  the 

1  r«^   :.:t:    Vt     :V--s-f- ?   y*  .t.T:ir-:-  t-2.:iI*  ft:  lt*  »  re*.        1^»  j»sal  people 

r;.  T-i  Ar.i   • -iat:  ▼•tv  *    ;-.  :  r»'    :.:  :  ibL  ~i-#   f'lx.jiL^j'Jir  r*  xbe  conaactors, 

>*  ::i ::.*»£  t".-  f    ;-?»f'i  r  >    ;  :  :.:■:,••    ^    -:  ai-i  .:  ▼-*?  5/c  zi^iSL  11  «*  t^astiievork 

:*,'  'J->:tA*..-'f  r,-  jTsv  *:.  -  ::    :  • '  i  ■  ^t:  ,v-r  v-£;*  L  -i.*    Tcr:gwc":r      I  ha're  w>  hesita- 

V:    y.iTsv- *    ..:    iji-:^  :-    7-: -4...-:  t  w  .l  sfjix  "iixar  ^ai*  iriujie  respon- 

I  ^         -■   ■     V        «  m 


.:  V  A<  .* :  : ! 

i  -*f  .  .•*r>5Vi: 'iJl  .- 

p 

:.: :- 1:   v  : 

▼■:  :         ".  •   '      '. 

*• 

i.-»:       :      c*:  ■    :^ 

C 

'«-i.i'-'^j»i  . ::  : " 

T«!*'       f    -*:     .V:     ■ 

• 

T->r*k>.L-;'     V 

:'7^        ;  .   .    --..      - 

"ro-'-^L  1  V  :.* 

:i  V  ..  :  .  u       : 

■ 

".  ^s*  :^  «  a-? 

"l..x;i  -.i:*  - 

■■»»     *  •  -    •  ■ . 

k 

--::»..  -- 

- 

!•:    "V-    i.  11.  -. 

.    i  -    '  >     :■:  '^ 

". '  T     -  ~»       ;  " 

•    .    x»  ■  .  .  -       . 

n 

,    \ 


s  ; 

•             *^rc»      Si^ 

'ai*    annr   sf  1^   local 

:ro 

'?i  *.     Ti-fc* 

iis^^f    ml^r  ?>ie&  some 

'  J> 

.     •!    ^"i     TT  •■' 

-rrs  zsiSsr  ^*  Art.  and 

s.-.: 

.  T^tfS?    T* 

:i  :*  t»<d£l  -vikfSst  tome 

T 

.:^  i*-'.-^    ;  Udssmt  x?in:aMi2  vpoa  by 
:    "V  --a  risr  ?rc  "V«c  ^CWvaai  as  to 

.  ■>s^-s.•.]:■.^- 

\ 

■ :   ■-:-•    •  :  -r-ri: 

::.u.  n:  a -^wr  iwr  abort 

• 

■^     .    --tti'Try^ 

:     T2UPV    IlH  UK  Vw  a 

<  :. 

1^17    l.:n.-.-r    -;L-    .-  -•_•    a»4fc.    KXfcC    tt-    I»W      TKit*^    i^Ti* 


8f^9 


Supply^ Civil  {September  1,  1837}         Service  Eshmates,         870 


time,  there  have  been  two  or  three  which 
have  not  turned  out  as  it  was  anticipated 
they  would,  partly  owing  to  the  mis- 
management of  the  promoters  and  the 
people  who  had  charge  of  them,  and 
partly  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  schemes 
ought  never  to  have  been  undertaken. 
It  must  be  borne  in  mind,  however,  that 
in  addition  to  the  facilities  for  travelling 
which  have  been  given  by  all  those 
lines,  the  condition  of  the  districts 
through  which  they  run  has  been  greatly 
improved.  The  price  of  butter  and 
cattle  and  agricultural  produce  generally 
has  improved,  and  other  advantages 
have  accrued  to  the  locality.  As  I  have 
said,  some  six  or  seven  lines  have  been 
laid  down  under  the  Tramways  Act ;  and 
it  may  be  satisfactory  to  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber to  know  that  of  the  English  pro- 
moters who  went  over  to  Ireland  in 
order  to  promote  these  undertakings, 
not  a  single  one  was  successful  in  getting 
charge  of  a  line.  The  Irish  people  have 
carried  out  the  work  themselves.  I 
think  that  if  the  Treasury  could  see 
their  way  to  giving  assistance  of  one 
kind  or  another  to  the  exceptional  case 
of  the  Schull  and  Skibbereen  Tramway, 
they  would  remove  the  only  great 
scandal  of  this  kind  which  is  ever  likely 
to  occur  in  connection  with  these  schemes 
in  Ireland.  I  should  like  to  hear  from 
the  hon.  Gentleman  whether  the  Trea- 
sury can  see  their  way  to  do  something. 
The  liability  under  the  Act,  so  far  as  the 
localities  are  concerned,  is  very  great. 
They  are  not  only  obliged  to  pay  interest 
on  the  money  invested,  but  they  are 
also  obliged  to  raise  more  money  in 
order  to  complete  the  tramways,  to  keep 
them  in  order,  and,  if  necessary,  to 
work  them. 

Mr.  QILHOOLY  (Cork,  W,) :  In 
connection  with  this  tramway,  Sir,  I 
think  the  hon.  Gentleman  had  not  the 
means  of  ascertaining  the  facts  in  the 
same  way  as  the  Poor  Law  Guardians 
of  the  district  or  the  principal  rate- 
payers. Mr.  Justice  O'Brien,  at  the 
recent  Assizes  held  in  Cork,  said  that 
it  was  by  the  default  of  an  officer  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  that  the  line  was  now  in 
the  hopeless  condition  in  which  it  is.  A 
gentleman  was  sent  down  by  the  Board 
of  Trade,  and  passed  that  line;  yet 
seven  months  aiter  he  had  done  so  it 
was  practically  useless  for  all  purposes 
connected  with  traffic  in  the  district; 
and  it  is  very  strange,  Mr.  Courtney, 


that  such  a  thing  should  have  been 
allowed.  I  will  not  dwell  upon  it  at 
any  length ;  in  fact,  I  suppose  I  would 
not  be  in  Order  in  discussing  the  action 
of  the  Board  of  Trade  in  this  matter  ; 
but  I  feel  bound  to  point  out  that  the 
very  gentleman  who  passed  the  line 
was  himself  sent  down  to  investigate 
into  the  causes  of  its  collapse.  That, 
I  think,  is  most  strange.  According  to 
his  Eeport,  which  I  have  here,  the  loco- 
motive in  use  was  not  a  proper  one ; 
the  banks  had  fallen  in,  the  gradients 
were  too  steep,  and  the  curves  were  too 
sharp ;  and  if  he  were  able  to  find  all 
these  faults  with  it  now,  surely  he 
ought  to  have  seen  them  when  he 
passed  the  line  on  his  first  inspection. 
But,  however  that  may  be,  it  is  alto- 
gether a  most  lamentable  occurrence. 
I  can  call  it  nothing  else  ;  and  I  would 
ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  whom  I 
see  in  his  place,  if  he  will  take  into  con- 
sideration the  condition  of  the  rate- 
payers, who  are  a  very  poor  class  in 
that  locality,  and  if  he  will  come  to 
their  aid  by  giving  them  some  grant 
out  of  the  £50,000  which  he  proposes 
to  set  apart  for  the  relief  of  Ireland  ? 

Thr  CHAIRMAN:  Order,  order! 
The  hon.  Gentleman  is  not  in  Order  in 
discussing  that  grant. 

Mr.  GILHOOLY:  May  I  ask  a 
question,  at  all  events?  Two  of  the 
baronies  have  guaranteed  a  sum  of 
£57,000  for  this  tramway.  I  will  ask 
is  it  not  fair  that  the  Government,  by 
the  default  of  whose  officers  this  cala- 
mity has  been  brought  about,  should 
come  to  the  assistance  of  the  ratepayers, 
and  relieve  them  of  some  of  the  unjust 
burdens  which  will  be  thereby  cast 
upon  them  ? 

Mr.  BIGGAE:  Before  this  branch 
of  the  subject  is  dropped  I  wish  to  say 
one  or  two  words.  I  wish,  first,  to  apolo- 
gize to  the  Committee  for  speaking  so 
often ;  but  I  am  exceedingly  anxious 
that  this  matter  should  be  fully  inves- 
tigated. I  need  not  say  that  in  the  re- 
marks which  I  have  made  I  spoke  with- 
out reference  to  politics.  Some  of  my 
hon.  Friends  have  complained  of  what 
I  said  in  regard  to  the  farmers  of  Ire- 
land having  sufficient  money  to  carry 
out  any  reasonable  scheme.  Well,  I 
repeat  that  the  farmers  are  able  to  make 
investments,  and  that  there  is  in  the 
Irish  banks  a  large  amount  of  deposits. 
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I  happt-n  to  know  that  a  substantial 
namber  of  fanners  have  mcnE-y  tr>  lend. 
Of  couree,  thece  are  others  who  are 
Teij  needy.  I  did  not  intend  to  gene- 
Taliz9,  and  to  infer  that  eyeiy  fanner  was 
well  off.  But  I  junt  now  asked  a  quea- 
t:on  aViout  the  BallymonT  and  Bally- 
castle  Bailway ;  and  I  should  like  for  a 
moment  to  he  allowed  to  refer  to  an- 
other railway  which  has  been  in  exist- 
«nce  a  good  many  years— at  any  rate, 
10  years  to  my  knowledge — and  which 
rans  through  some  of  the  Northern  coun- 
ties. I  refer  to  the  Northern  Counties 
Bailway.  Now,  I  believe  that  is  notable 
to  pay  the  interest  on  the  money  bor- 
rowed from  the  Government,  and  I  wish 
to  ask  how  are  the  railways  which  are 
made  for  and  through  poor  districts 
vbere  the  traffic  is  exceedingly  small  to 
be  expected  to  pay  the  interest  on  money 
borrowed  fortheireonstruction?  Ireally 
do  not  see  any  possibility  of  Ireland 
being  able  to  pay  for  any  new  railway, 
and  I  therefore  do  protest  against  loans 
being  granted  for  the  making  of  any 
fresh  lines.  In  the  case  of  the  Caran, 
]jeitrim,  and  Boscommon  Bailway,  a  few 
thousand  pounds  were  first  asked  for, 
and  having  been  obtained  and  spent, 
then  the  promoters  came  to  us  and  said — 
"  Unless  yon  give  us  more  money  we 
shall  not  be  able  to  finish  the  lines,  and 
then  you  will  lose  all  the  money  you 
hare  already  invested."  The  same 
course  was  pursued  in  regard  to  the 
Slob  Line  in  County  Clare.  A  com- 
mencement was  made  by  the  Govem- 
ment  on  a  comparatively  small  sum, 
and  as  soon  as  the  cash  had  been  ex- 
haosted,  then  they  came  to  us  for 
more  money,  and  threatened  that  if  we 
did  not  give  it,  what  we  had  invested 
would  be  all  lost.  Now,  I  think 
that  this  is  very  wrong,  and  I  wish  to 
enter  my  protest  against  such  a  course 
of  action,  because  the  result  is  that 
money  is  obtained  by  one  means  or  the 
other,  and  a  great  deal  more  is  spent 
than  was  ever  contemplated.  A  reference 
has  been  made  to  the  line  which  is  to 
have  a  branch  to  Blarney.  I  believe 
this  is  nearly  finished ;  and  it  has  been 
suggested,  in  regard  to  the  application 
for  another  £10,000,  that  it  would  have 
been  hotter  to  sink  what  has  already 
been  invested  in  the  line,  and  not  to 
spend  any  more  money  upon  it.  The 
fact  is,  the  line  will  run  through  a  vil- 
lage in  which  there  are  very  few  inha- 
ifr.  Biggar 
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bitant?,  and  very  few  houses.  1  am  cot 
speaking  from  my  own  personal  knov- 
ledge ;  I  have  never  been  to  the  placs; 
but  I  am  told  there  are  not  more  thu 
dOhonaes;  that  neither  fair  nor  market  ii 
heldinthovillage;  andthatitisperfeetlj 
absurd  to  talk  about  making  a  ratlwij 
there.  I  advise  that  this  line  should  be 
mada  a  suburban  tramway,  and  I  think 
that  probably  then  it  might  pay. 

Mr.  EDWARD  HAEBINGTOS 
(Kerry,  W.) :  I  will  not  enter  at  an; 
great  length  into  these  matters,  as  I 
should  have  done  had  I  risen  earlier; 
but  I  would  like  to  aay  a  few  words  in 
reference  to  what  haa  fallen  from  the 
lips  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Wait  Csran. 
But  before  I  do  so  I  should  like  to  ask 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  a  qaeitian. 
Our  anxiety,  I  may  say,  is  to  keep  com- 
munication by  means  of  railways  to  As 
sea-coast ;  and  we  believe  that  there  irs 
many  small  towns  which,  if  they  conll 
he  brought  into  connection  with  the  mi- 
coast,  would  afford  great  encouragement 
to  the  work  of  developing  the  fishing 
industries.  Then  with  regard  to  the 
money  provided  for  these  undertakings. 
It  is  said  that  the  money  is  got  in  Gng< 
land.  Bat  what  ia  the  cause  of  the 
money  being  got  there  ?  It  ia  that  tlis 
Parliamentary  agents  are  in  Englssd; 
that  the  railway  engineers  live  in  Lon- 
don ;  and  that  the  lawyera  in  London 
have  the  first  grab  at  what  is  to  be  ob- 
tained from  it.  Therefore,  it  is  not  ■ 
matter  of  surprise  that  the  money  tkst 
is  necessary  to  be  advanced,  ia  also  tnwi 
in  Loudon.  We  do  not  find  fault  irith 
Englishmen  for  investing  their  monej 
in  this  case ;  wo  only  wish  they  crnild 
continue  to  do  so.  And  with  regard  to 
these  tramways,  I  have  no  fear  that  if 
they  were  properlj  managed,  if  there 
were  proper  local  management,  th^ 
would  show  much  better  results.  Let 
it  be  remembered  that  tlia  Grand  Zarj 
of  a  county  is  called  upon  to  pass  thee* 
undertakings,  and  that  in  that  GrMii 
Jury  there  are  not  only  the  representa- 
tives of  the  baronies  who  will  have  U 
contribute  to  the  cost,  but  there  are  re- 
presentatives of  other  bftronies  who  ba« 
no  interest  whatever  in  the  matter.  Th« 
Grand  Jury  do  not  have  to  pay  anything. 
The  majority  of  the  Grand  Jury  hare  aO 
earthly  interest  in  t  e  matter;  piw 
tieally  they  are  n  -ce«spayer& 
that  there  is  any  •  in  that  nt 
wish  to  oomplain  oi       rj  atiooglj: 
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I  do  wish  to  direot  the  attention  of  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  and  to  get  an 
answer — I  hope  a  favourable  one — with 
regard  to  the  loans  that  are  advanced  to 
tenants  by  the  Board  of  Works.   In  this 
matter  this  anomaly  has  often  happened 
in  Ireland,  and  I  ventured  to  draw  the 
attention  of  the  Government  to  it  some 
time  ago  by  a  Question ;  but  latterly 
the  putting  of  Questions  has  been  so 
futile  that  I  gave  up  the  practice  alto- 
gether.    There  is  a  class  of  tenants  in 
Ireland  who  have  not  come  under  the 
recent  Land  Act  of  1881.     They  prac- 
tically ought  to  be  under  it,  but  techni- 
cally they  are  not.     These  tenants  are 
those  on  the  estates  of  minors,  or  estates 
in   trust  for   minors,   administered    by 
Masters  in  Chancery ;  and  I  believe  this 
matter  also  affects  the  estates  of  persons 
in  lunacy,  and  therefore  the  unfortunate 
tenants,  in  consequence  of  the  minority 
or  lunacy  of  their  landlords.   They  have 
granted  to  them  a  series  of  seven  years' 
leases  which  are  really  nominal,  the  ob- 
ject being  to  keep  a  legal  grip  on  the 
property  until  it    shall  pass  into  the 
hands  of  a  properly  qualified  owner. 
The  Board  of  Works  has  positively  re- 
fused to  recognize  this  class  of  tenants 
as   tenants  for  the  purposes  of  these 
loans;  they  have  refused  to  advance  them 
any  money.     I  contend  that  that  is  a 
very  harsh  course  of  action  ;  because  it 
should  be  remembered  you  are  not  ad- 
vancing the  money  to  a  man ;  you  are 
advancing  it  to  the  land;  and  if  the 
money  is  advanced  the  Engineer  to  the 
Board  of  Works  has  to  certify  that  it  is 
properly  and  judiciously   sunk  in   the 
land.     I  hope  the  Government  will  look 
to  it,  and  deal  with  this  matter  from  a 
common* sense  point  of  view.     We  all 
know  that  the  moment  an  attempt  is 
made  to  disturb  any  of  these  tenants,  or 
to  treat  them  other  than  in  the  ordinary 
way,  it  is  at  once  recognized  that  they 
have  just  as  good  a  title  as  any  other  ten- 
ants. I  do,  Sir,  think  that  this  is  a  matter 
of  some  importance.     I  have  got  letters 
from  several  of  these  tenants  enclosing 
letters  from  the  Secretary  to  the  Public 
Works    Board    refusing  to    make  the 
loans,  because  he  says  that  they  have 
not  a  sufficient  tenure  of  their  land,  or 
a  sufficient  security.   Now,  that  is  owing 
to  the  technical  points  to  which  I  have 
drawn  attention — namely,  that  they  hold 
under  seven  years'  leases.     I  have  no 
doubt  that  there  may  be  other  points  in 


which  injustice  is  done ;  but  I  would  ask 
the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  if  he  will  kindly  inquire  into 
this  matter,  and  if  the  law  be  elastic 
enough  to  cover  this  classof  cases,  will  he 
give  instructions  that  loans  be  granted 
to  such  tenants  ?  To  my  mind,  the  Board 
of  Works  are  interpreting  the  law  too 
strictly.  I  think  the  money  should  be 
advanced  to  those  tenants  who  are  de- 
sirous of  improving  their  land.  The  land 
will  be  a  security  for  the  Board  of 
Works,  the  same  as  other  land  is  taken 
as  security.  Money  cannot  be  pocketed 
by  these  men;  they  cannot  run  away 
with  it.  It  can  only  be  advanced  under 
a  certificate  of  the  Engineer  of  the  Board 
of  Works  that  it  is  properly  sunk  in  the 
land ;  and  therefore  I  trust  that  the  Go- 
vernment will  give  attention  to  this  im- 
portant matter. 

Mr.  JACKSON :  My  attention  has 
been  drawn  to  this  subject  generally, 
although  not  to  particular  cases.  We 
think  that  the  Board  of  Works  are  ham- 
pered by  having  to  comply  with  certain 
conditions.  The  hon.  Member  has 
spoken  about  seven  years'  leases.  I  do 
not  think  that  the  Board  of  Works  have 
power  to  lend  money  to  tenants  who 
have  only  seven  years'  leases. 

Mb.  EDWAED  HAREINGTON  :  It 
is  only  technically  that  they  have  seven 
yeara'  leases. 

Mb.  JACKSON :  Well,  I  am  afraid 
it  is  impossible  for  the  Board  to  lend  the 
money  in  such  a  case ;  but  I  will  cause 
inquiries  to  be  made. 

Db.  tanner  (Cork  Co.,  Mid) :  I 
rise  in  consequence  of  the  few  remarks 
which  fell  from  my  hon.*  Friend  the 
Member  for  West  Cavan  (Mr.  Biggar). 
I  also  should  like  to  make  use  of  that 
Paul  Pry-like  apology  for  having  only 
just  popped  in,  and  hope  I  do  not  in- 
trude. But  I  wish  to  refer  to  the  Cork 
and  Coachford  Tramway,  because  I  have 
received  a  request  from  several  of  my 
constituents  to  giving  attention  to  this 
matter.  I  think  it  is  very  unfair  for 
my  hon.  Friend  to  couple  the  Cork  and 
Coachford  Tramway  with  that  foolish 
switchback  line — the  SohuU  and  Skib- 
bereen  Tramway.  [**  Oh,  oh  !  "J  Yes ; 
I  say  it  is  a  switchback  line.  Its  gra- 
dients are  something  absurd ;  it  is  an 
up-and-down  arrangement.  I  once  or 
twice  drove  alongside  when  it  was  in 
course  of  construction,  and  I  saw  at  the 
time  that  it  would  not  work.    Several 
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remarks  liave  been  very  properly  made 
this  evening  in  reference  to  the  money 
adyanced  for  that  tramway.     Practically 
speaking,  it  was  in  consequence  of  the 
action  of  the  Grand  Jury  that  the  line 
was    hurriedly  pushed   to   completion, 
and  I  hope  that  a  similar  course  will  not 
be  followed  in  connection  with  the  Cork 
and  Coachford  Line.     When  I  was  there 
last  autumn,  Mr.  Courtney,  I  took  the 
opportunity  of  driving  over  a  portion  of 
the  line  which  was  very  nearly  ready  for 
the  Government  Inspector.    He  had  not 
been  down  at  that  time ;  but  it  seemed 
to  me  that  the  line  was  very  well  laid 
down  so  far  as  I  could  see  superficially ; 
and  since  it  has  been  opened  gpreat  num- 
bers of  people  have  been  availing  them- 
selves of  this  route  to  Blarney.     The 
line  has  taken   great  numbers   there. 
Unfortunately,  it  is  in  connection  with 
the    Cork    and    Coachford    Tramway. 
Some  people  have  been  trying  on  a  little 
job.     I  find  that  some  private  grounds 
at  Blarney,  which  used  to  be  open  there 
to  the  public,  are  now  only  opened  sub- 
ject to  an  impost;   and  that,  I^think,  is 
a  reason  why  the  hon.  Gentleman  should 
be  cautious  in  advancing  loans  to  tram- 
ways, because    he    may  find  that   the 
people  who  are  the  supervisors  of  the 
line — the  baronial  directors  are  put  on 
in  consequence  of  a  job — that  they  are 
elected,  not  by  the  votes  of  the  tenant 
farmers,  who  have  to  look  after  every 
penny  in  these  times  of  depression,  and 
who,  after  all,  have  to  pay  for  this  land ; 
but  they  are  elected  for  interested  mo- 
tives.      I  see  in  this  case  one  of  the 
baronial  directors  was  appointed  by  the 
men  who  owned  land  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  tramway.     I  do  hope  that  the  hon. 
Gentleman  will   look    into  this  matter 
before  he  advances  any  more   money. 
Now,  Sir,  in  connection  with  this  Cork 
and  Coachford  Tramway  there  is   one 
point  to  which  I  should  like  to  call  at- 
tention, and  that  is  the  actual  appoint- 
ment of  these  baronial  directors.     One 
of  those  appointed  is  a  gentleman  who 
has  spent  the  major  portion  of  his  life 
in  the  bush  of  Australia  ;  but  a  gentle- 
man left  him  a  large  sum  of  money,  and 
therefore  he  came  back  home.  He  knows 
nothing  whatever  about  tramways ;  and 
his  colleague,  I  think,  is  a  gentleman 
known  as  Mr.  Hussey  Townsend,  whose 
appointment  was  a  perfect  job.    I  do  not 


I  think  we  are  bound  to  draw  atten- 
to  this  matter,  as  the  hon.  Gentleman 
has  told  us  he  has  advanced  £2,000  to 
this  tramway.     But  I  ask  him  if  he  will 
look  into  this  matter,  and  get  some  satis- 
factory assurance   that  in   future  the 
proper  men  shall  be  appointed  to  look 
after  the  interests  of  tbe  ratepayers  ?    I 
differ  from   the  remarks  of  my  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  West  Cavan.    I 
think  when  there  is  any  new  railway  or 
any  new  public  work  undertaken  which 
may  be  of  benefit  to  the  country,  it  is 
very  unwise  indeed  to  go  and  make  an 
attack  upon  it,  without  having  sufficient 
grounds  to  justify  the  attack.     I  think 
my  hon.  Friend  was  extremely  unwise 
in  his  remarks  as  to  the  tenant  farmers 
having   plenty  of  money   to  invest  in 
schemes  of  this  sort.    I  know  most  of 
the  people  in  my  own  district;  and  I 
can  certainly  say  that,  owing  to  the  way 
in  which  they  have  been  robbed  by  the 
landlords,  it  would  be  utterly  impossible 
for  them  to  invest  any  money  in  these 
undertakings. 

Mr.  hooper  (Cork,  S.B.) :  At  this 
late  hour  I  do  not  propose  to  detain 
the  Committee  at  any  length ;    but  I 
wish  to  make  an  appeal  to  the  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Secretary  to  the  Trea- 
sury, and  I  hope  he  will  pay  a  little 
attention  to  what  I  am  going  to  say. 
It  is  an  appeal  in  reference  to  a  matter 
affecting  one  of  our  great  industries  in 
Ireland — namely,  the  fishing  industry; 
and  I  wish  especially  to  refer  to  the  pier 
in  course  of  erection  at  Kinsale.     This 
work  was  undertaken  under  the  Kinsale 
Harbour  Act  of  1880.    I  would  ask  the 
attention  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  to  a 
few  figures  which  I  am  about  to  quote 
in  order  to  strengthen  the  line  which  I 
intend  to  take  up!    I  wish  to  ask  him 
for  a  reduction  of  the  amount  of  interest 
which  has  to  be  paid  in  this  ease.     I  am 
informed  that  it  is  5  per  cent,  and  that 
I  think  is  a  a  monstrously  high  rate  of 
interest,  because   the  money  has  been 
advanced  for  a  work  of  national  utility. 
Tho  original  estimate   of  expenditure 
was  £16,000,  to  be  made  up  by  a  grant 
of  £7,500,  a  loan  of  £6,500,  and  contri- 
butions from   the  locality  of  £2,000; 
but  it  has  now  been  ascertained  that 
the  sum  which  will  have  to  be  expended 
on  the  pier  is  about  £18,000,  and  the 
difference  between  this  and  the  original 


propose  to  trespass  much  further  upon    estimate  will  have  to  be  made  up  by  the 
the  attention  of  the   Committee ;   but   locality.   But  I  should  like  to  odl  atten- 
Dr.  Tanner 
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tion  to  the  fact  that  the  yearly  instal- 
inonts  actually  exceed  the  local  revenue 
of  the  liarbour  on  which  this  charge  is 
made,  and  for  the  past  year  the  locality 
lias  had  to  bear  a  deficiency  to  the  amount 
of  something  like  £100.  This  is  due  to 
the  fact  that  the  harbour  revenue  has 
doclined  in  the  past  few  years.  It  has 
declined  from  £835  in  1884  to  £622  in 
1886— a  reduction  of  over  £200.  Now, 
I  ask  the  hon.  Gentleman  to  consider 
this  fact ;  and  in  the  face  of  this  dimi- 
nishing revenue  and  increasing  liability 
on  account  of  the  loan,  does  he  not 
think  it  desirable,  and  of  urgent  neces- 
sity, that  some  reduction  should  be 
made  in  the  unusual  rate  of  interest — 
5  per  cent — which  is  charged  for  the 
loan  ?  The  words  in  the  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment are  that  the  interest  to  be  charged 
shall  be  at  the  rate  of  3J  per  cent,  or 
such  other  figure  as  Her  Majesty's 
Treasury  shall  fix,  in  order  to  secure 
the  Public  Revenue  from  loss.  The  hon. 
Gentleman  is,  of  course,  aware  that  in 
works  of  public  utility,  such  as  artizans' 
dwellings  and  matters  of  that  descrip- 
tion, which  are  of  great  advantage  to 
the  population,  the  Treasury  consent  to 
grant  loans  at  the  rate  of  £3  28,  6d ;  and, 
therefore,  seeing  that  5  per  cent  is 
charged  in  this  case,  I  think  the  matter 
deserves  the  careful  attention  of  the  hon. 
Gentleman.  And  I  make  this  appeal 
with  greater  reason  from  the  circum- 
stances of  the  time.  This  Government, 
which,  when  assuming  power,  made  a 
considerable  flourish  on  the  subject 
of  the  development  of  Irish  resources, 
ought  to  consider  the  case  of  Kinsale. 
Kinsale  Pier  was  started  for  the  advan- 
tage of  what  is  one  of  the  great  indus- 
tries of  the  South  of  Ireland  ;  but  it  was 
not  alone  for  the  advantage  of  the  local 
fishermen — it  was  for  the  advantage  of 
quite  400  ships,  one-half  of  which  cer- 
tainly come  from  Scotland  and  the  Isle 
of  Man.  On  that  account  the  Kinsale 
Pier  question  has  far  wider  than  a  local 
aspect ;  and  I  ask  the  hon.  Gentleman, 
bearing  in  mind  that  the  Government 
have  decided  that  £50,000  shall  be  ap- 
propriated in  developing  the  material 
resources  of  Ireland,  to  consider  whe- 
ther this  charge  of  5  per  cent  is  not  an 
unjust  imposition  in  a  work  of  national 
utility,  and  in  face  of  the  circumstance 
that  it  presses  unduly  on  the  resources 
of  the  locality  ?  It  taxes  a  locality  which 
has  a  rapidly  declining  revenue,  owing 


to  the  recent  adverse  seasons.  I  would 
ask  him  whether  he  cannot,  at  any  rate, 
reduce  the  charge  to  4  per  cent  ?  I  do 
not  ask  the  hon.  Gentleman  to  give  his 
answer  at  once  ;  I  merely  appeal  to  him 
to  look  into  the  facts  of  the  case,  and 
say  whether  it  is  not  one  of  the  most 
meritorious  which  have  been  brought 
under  his  notice  for  a  considerable  time  ? 
I  trust  that  he  will  soon  communicate 
with  the  authorities  of  the  harbour  and 
pier  of  Kinsale  in  the  manner  which  we 
desire. 

Mb.  JACKSON :  To  what  does  the 
hon.  Gentleman  refer  to  in  regard  to 
the  works  he  mentions  ? 

Mr.  HOOPER:  I  refer  to  the  Kinsale 
Harbour  Act  of  1880. 

Mil.  JACKSON :  As  I  understand  the 
matter,  the  Act  empowers  the  Treasury 
to  charge  3^  per  cent ;  but  it  is  not 
necessarily  to  be  3^  per  cent.  I  shall, 
however,  be  very  glad  to  look  into  the 
question. 

Mr.  CLANCY  (Dublin  Co.,  N.):  I 
observe  in  the  Report  of  the  Board  of 
Works  relative  to  Howth  Harbour  a 
statement  to  the  effect  that — 

"The  roads  and  piers  and  wharves  of  thi" 
harbour  have  been  kept  in  good  repair  during 
the  past  year,  and  we  had  a  steam  dredger  at 
Kingston  put  in  perfect  order  to  be  in  readinesi 
if  so  directed.'* 

I  would  ask  if  that  would  not  bring  the 
question  of  those  works  at  Howth 
Harbour  within  this  Vote  ? 

The  CHAIRMAN:  The  question  of 
these  works  comes  under  the  Vote  in 
Class  I.,  which  deals  with  the  work  done 
under  the  Board  of  Works  to  the 
harbour  referred  to. 

Mr.  CLANCY:  But  the  Board  of 
Works  speaks  of  the  dredger  being  put 
in  perfect  order  to  be  in  readiness  if  so 
directed,  and  I  would  submit  that  that 
would  bring  the  matter  under  the  purview 
of  this  Vote. 

The  CHAIRMAN:  I  have  told  the 
hon.  Member  that  the  matter  is  properly 
one  which  comes  under  the  Vote  in 
Class  I. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Longford,  N.) : 
But  this  Report  of  the  Board  of  Works 
says  —  *^  The  roads  and  piers  and 
wharves  of  this  harbour  have  been  kept 
in  good  repair  durng  the  past  year," 
which,  no  doubt,  comes  under  the  Effective 
Vote  of  the  past  year ;  but  it  also  says — 
'*  We  had  a  steam  dredger  at  Kingston 
put  in  perfect  order  and  readiness  if  so 
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diri^ctod,"  This,  I  think,  abows  that 
my  lion.  Friecil  is  correct  in  supposing 
that  tills  particular  charge  comee  within 
tho  present  year's  Estiuiate. 

Tub  UUAIRMAN:  But  there  are 
two  Votes,  one  of  them  being  for  the 
works  done  by  the  Board  of  Works,  and 
the  other — that  which  is  now  under  con- 
sideration— which  deals  with  thequestion 
of  loans  made  by  ths  Board  of  Works. 
The  matter  the  hon.  Gentleman  has 
alluded  to  is  one  that  comes  under  the 
first  of  these  headings,  and  ought  to  be 
considered  in  the  Vote  under  Class  I. 

Me.  T.  M.  HEALY:  The  salary  of 
the  Inspectors  and  officers  falling  under 
this  Vote,  would  not  my  hon.  Friend  be 
light  in  speaking  of  tho  action  of  the 
officers  under  the  Vote? 

TnH  CHAIRMAN  :  I  do  not  think 
the  disousaion  could  be  taken  under  this 
Vote.  Where  there  is  a  separate  Vote 
dealing  with  a  point  thus  raised,  the 
discussion  must  bo  taken  under  that 
Vote. 

Me.  CLANCY :  Well,  then,  I  would 
ask  tho  indulgence  of  the  Committee. 

The  CHAIRMAN:  I  would  remind 
the  hon.  Gentleman  that  the  other  Tote 
btts  not  been  taken;  and  therefore  it 
would  not  bi>  desirable  for  him  to  ask 
for  iudulgenoo  from  the  Couimittee. 
Vote  agrtti  to. 

Thk  first  lord  of  the  TREA- 
SURY ^Mt.  \V.  H.  Smith)  (Strand. 
Wostminstur^ :  I  should  like  to  asoertaiu 
ftt  this  jum'tur«  whether  hon.  Memben 
below  the  Gaug^war  opposite  would  be 
willing  to  pr^x■e.^l  with  Class  IH.  ?  Tht 
di«t  ^'otl'  i*  f>>r  I.aw  Charge*,  to  which  ] 
upprohond  thero  oan  be  no  objettioa. 

Mk.  T.  M.  UKALY  :  Tht'rt..  wouU  be 
no  objivtiou  to  takiv.g  the  Admir»l;v 
Coun  Ke(;i!itry  Vote,  Nv'.  i*.  the 
"L'te.  No.  -e, 
.  lu    >    ■    ;^  — 

CV*     III— I_w    N    T-,     s 
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Resolutions  to  the  House." — (M-.  A.  J. 
Balfour.) 

Me-  CLANCY  :  May  I  ask  in  what 
order  the  remaining  Votes  will  be  taken? 

Me.  W.  H.  smith  :  In  the  order  in 
which  they  stand  in  the  Estimates. 

Me.  T.  M.  HEALY:  There  is  a  mat- 
ter I  would  call  attention  to  in  relation 
to  the  Vote  with  regard  to  the  breeding 
of  horses.  If  that  could  be  taken  some 
time  to-morrow  it  would  suit  the  conYe- 
nience  of  many  Members. 

Ma.  W.  H.  SMITH:  It  might  be 
taken  at  an  early  hour,  provided  it  will 
only  ocupy  a  short  time.  In  that  case, 
I  will  endeavour  to  promote  the  conve- 
nience of  hon.  Members; 

Mb.  CLANOY  :  At  this  hour  of  the 
night  it  would  hardly  be  right  to  take 
^e  Public  Buildinga  Vote. 

Mb.  W.  H.  smith  :  W©  do  not  pro- 
pose to  take  it  now.  If  hon.  Members 
will  undertake  that  it  shall  not  be  dis- 
cussed for  more  than  half-an-hour,  I 
shall  be  willing  to  take  it,  as  I  have  just 
said,  at  an  early  hour. 

Me.  CLANCY  :  I  know  of  only  two 
points  that  are  likely  to  be  discussed,  and 
one  very  obvious  one  is  that  ia  reference 
to  the  Chief  Secretary's  Office. 

Me.  W.  H.  SMITH:  I  shaU  not  ob- 
ject to  its  being  taken  now,  if  hon. 
Members  think  it  can  be  disposed  of. 

Me.  HANDEL  C0S3HAU  (Bristol, 
E.J :  Will  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  say 
when  will  the  Allotments  Bill  be  taken  ? 

Mb.  W.  H.  SMITH :  I  should  not  be 
in  Onler  in  answering^that  qaeation  at 
this  moment. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY:  la  it  intended 
10    take    the  Supplementary  Vote  to- 


Tus  CHIEF  SECEETAHYFoa  lEE- 
LAXIV  ^Mr.  A.  J.  BAuorm),  (Manches- 
ter. E.' :  I  will  take  it  after  Class  IH. 

Ma.  T.M.  HEALY:  It  can  hardly  be 
:»Jte-  *~  X — w 

Ua    W     H      MITH    I  understood 

en       Vie       di-    Mr.  Clancy)  wae 

-^      *      A    we    !i      dttke  the  Public 

_Cf  ^     If       w     anl;  if  bo,  there 

'^  '«.  ^    Jiat    comae  being 

i      ^.NN-S  «.    kC>.,^d.]:  Itia 
V         t.  j^TTv  a    saj  agreement 

w  A  Ban.  The  other 

i,  -^^      .j;       XT   Bills   for  one 

—  <L-~i  ^u^L'^wiIii  not  aocept ; 
X         V    4  v:u.»  K.  zioaupjlixe  all  us 

—  ^     L  (CM     I  BOW  pat  it  to  tho 
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right  lion.  Gentleman  in  all  seriousness 
to  allow  Progress  to  be  reported. 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Class  I. — Public  Works  akd  Buildinqs. 

(6.)  £114,662,  to  complete  the  sum  for 
Public  Buildings,  Ireland. 

Mb.  CLANCY  (Dublin  Co.,  N.) :  The 
Government  could  not  expect  this  Vote 
to  be  passed  without  some  reference  to 
one  or  two  of  the  points  involved,  be- 
cause if  no  question  should  be  raised  it 
would  imply  that  everything  was  satis- 
factory in  this  Department ;  whereas  the 
very  reverse  is  the  fact.  I  refer  espe- 
cially to  the  condition  of  Ho wth  Harbour. 
The  pier  which  has  been  erected,  instead 
of  being  the  chief  protection  to  the  har- 
bour, has  been  not  only  no  protection ,  but 
an  injury  to  it.  It  has  been  contended  over 
and  over  again  that  this  pier  has  been 
the  chief  cause,  or  one  of  the  chief  causes, 
of  the  silting  up  of  the  harbour,  and, 
consequently,  of  why  the  harbour  is  less 
fitted  for  the  purposes  it  is  intended  to 
serve  than  it  was  20  years  ago.  The 
Report,  to  which  I  have  previously  re- 
ferred, speaks  of  a  steam  dredger  for 
the  deepening  of  the  harbour,  which 
dredger  is  to  be  kept  in  readiness,  if  so 
directed  ;  and  I  want  to  know  whether 
anything  is  to  be  done  to  improve  the 
present  condition  of  the  harbour,  which 
is  disgraceful  ?  In  the  evidence  given 
by  a  gentleman  well  known  in  Ireland 
as  a  Conservative — Judge  Boyd — one 
who  has,  with  great  credit  to  himself,  for 
a  number  of  years  taken  a  strong  inte- 
rest in  the  welfare  of  the  Ho  wth  fisher- 
men, that  gentleman  stated  in  reference 
to  this  subject,  at  a  public  inquiry  held 
by  the  Fishery  Commissioners,  that  the 
state  of  the  harbour  was  so  bad  that  it 
was  utterly  useless  for  any  purpose. 
Even  a  row  boat  can  hardly  get  in  or 
out  of  the  harbour  at  low  tide,  while 
ordinary  fishing  -  boats,  have  to  lie 
outside  or  inside  the  harbour,  as  the 
case  may  be,  for  some  three  or  four 
hours  until  the  tide  comes  in.  Such  is 
the  present  state  of  the  harbour;  and 
what  we  contend  is  that  that  condition 
is  due  to  the  action  of  the  Board  of 
Works  itself,  in  two  ways — first  of  all, 
because  20  years  ago,  when  the  harbour 
was  to  have  been  improved,  it  was  done 
in  the  most  imperfect  manner ;  and,  in 
the  second  place,  they  have  made  a 
pier  which,  instead  of  affordingprotection 


against  the  sea  or  the  silting  up  of  the 
harbour,  has  actually  facilitated  the 
silting  up,  and  prevented  it  from  being 
a  Harbour  of  Refuge  in  bad  and  stormy 
weather  for  the  fishing  people.  I  think 
the  right  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman 
the  Parliamentary  Under.  Secretary 
(Colonel  King-Harman)  will  bear  me 
ont  in  saying  that  the  present  condition 
of  Howth  Harbour  is,  in  reality,  that 
which  has  led  to  the  present  condition 
of  the  fishing  industry  and  the  declining 
number  of  the  fishermen  of  Howth. 
Steamers  used  formerly  to  come  there 
for  the  fish;  but  now  they  cannot  get 
inside,  and  the  consequence  is  that  the 
prices  have  gone  down  through  increased 
competition,  and  the  fishermen  have 
suffered  the  greatest  loss  and  incon- 
venience. There  is  a  statement  in  this 
year's  Report  of  the  Irish  Fishery  In- 
spectors, to  the  effect  that  although  the 
fish  harvest  last  year  was  very  abun- 
dant, it  was  of  little  or  no  use  to  the 
unfortunate  fishermen,  in  consequence 
of  the  low  price  of  the  fish.  That 
being  so,  I  think  we  are  entitled  to 
ask  the  Government  to  complete  the 
work  they  undertook,  and  make  this 
harbour,  under  the  arrangement  for 
which  they  were  themselves  responsible, 
more  fit  for  the  purposes  it  is  intended 
to  serve  than  it  is  at  the  present  time. 
As  an  additional  ground  for  some  relief 
being  afforded  to  the  fishermen  in  regard 
to  this  matter,  I  may  mention  that  about 
20  years  ago  a  toll  was  levied  on  the 
fishing-boats  at  Howth  ;  and  it  was 
stated,  in  an  inquiry  which  took  place  at 
that  time,  that  the  revenue  from  that 
toll  amounted  to  £600  a-year.  Well, 
there  is  a  sum  of  £300  or  £400  a-year 
that  is  voted  by  this  House  for  the  main- 
tenance of  the  harbour ;  and,  in  addition 
to  this,  there  is  the  £600  a-year  from 
tolls,  and  it  is  now  stated  that  the  Board 
of  Works  have  not  got  in  their  hands  as 
much  as  would  clean  out  the  harbour 
once  every  five  or  10  years.  I  want  to 
know  where  the  £600  a-year  goes  to  ? 
Ab  far  as  I  can  see,  it  is  not  expended 
on  the  harbour.  All  the  expenditure 
on  the  harbour,  as  far  as  I  can  find  in 
the  Estimates,  are  the  salaries  paid  to 
the  Master  and  Deputy  Master  of  the 
harbour,  and  any  sums  of  money  more 
scandalously  applied  I  have  never  heard 
of.  The  Harbour  Master  is  a  retired 
naval  officer,  and  he  receives  £150  a-year 
for  doing  absolutely  nothing,  the  fact 
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beinp^  that  his  duties  permit  him  to  live 
about  two  miles  away  from  Howtb ;  while 
the  Deputy  Master,  who  receives  another 
salary,  has  to  discharge  duties  of  so 
light  and  unimportant  a  character  that 
he  can  aObrd  to  be  away  every  day  of 
the  week  but  one.  This,  in  itself,  is 
a  scandal  that  ought  to  be  removed.  It 
is  quite  plain  that  the  duties  of  the 
Harbour  Master  might  be  committed  to 
a  man  who  would  perform  them  for  £l 
or  30«.  a- week ;  and,  in  that  case,  the 
balance  of  the  money  would  be  sufficient, 
after  a  few  years,  to  conduct  all  those 
dredging  operations  that  are  absolutely 
necessary  for  the  harbour.  What,  I  ask 
again,  is  the  meaning  of  that  passage  in 
the  Eeport  which  states  that  there  is  at 
Kingstown  a  steam-dredger  put  in  per- 
fect order,  so  as  to  be  in  readiness  if  so 
directed  ?  Is  this  intended  as  a  joke  ? 
If  it  be,  the  Board  of  Works  might  haye 
emplo^'ed  their  time  in  a  much  better 
way  ;  and  if  it  be  not  a  joke,  then  I  ask 
what  is  it  the  Board  propose  to  do? 
Certainly  the  matter  is  urgent.  I  have 
explained,  as  briefly  as  I  can,  that  the 
condition  in  which  Howth  Harbour  is 
now  placed  has  led  to  a  great  deal  of 
misery  in  Howth ;  that  the  want  of  access 
to  the  harbour  has  banished  customers 
and  lowered  the  price  of  fish,  because 
there  is  not  sufficient  competition.  The 
Liverpool  boats  would  come  if  they 
could,  but  they  cannot  get  there,  and 
the  consequence  is  that  there  are  few 
buyers  for  the  fish.  This  constitutes  a 
state  of  things  to  which  Her  Majesty's 
Qt)vernment  might  be  invited  to  pay 
attention.  Here  is  a  material  grievance, 
capable  of  being  remedied ;  and  as  the 
grievance  is  one  which  the  Board  of 
Works  have  themselves  occasioned,  I 
contend  that  Her  Majesty's  Government 
are  bound  to  apply  a  remedy  at  the 
earliest  opportunity. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  .Longford,  X.) : 
I  desire  to  support  my  hon.  Friend  in 
expressing  a  hope  that  Her  Majesty's 
Government  may  do  something  in  the 
direction  he  has  indicated.  I  have  had 
many  conversations  with  Judge  Boyd  on 
the  matter ;  and.  as  everyone  knows,  he 
t:ikes  the  greatest  possible  interest  in 
tlK>  welfare  of  the  fishing  population. 
He  has  dc«kTlbed  to  me>  in  a  way  that 
wv^ulvl  aUuv>:^t  make  a  horse  lau^h  if  i: 
ivulvl  be  tv>Ivl  to  him*  whit  ha*  been 
vl  »ut>  towarvU  the  tiUiu^  ot  thi*  harbv^ur. 
Why  will  tb»  Ku^U*h  v»s>Yermu«>ttt  do 


these  foolish  things  ?  All  I  can  say  is 
that  if  I  could  get  5  per  cent  on  the  job, 
I  would  undertake  to  run  Ireland  for 
half  the  money  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment expend  upon  it.  Here  is  the 
Harbour  of  Howth  lying  adjacent  to 
the  City  of  Dublin,  where  fish  is  of  some 
importance,  and  yet  there  is  not  a  real, 
substantial  boat-load  comes  into  Dublin 
more  than  once  a  month,  and  all  because 
you  let  the  harbour  sUt  up,  and  allow 
the  money  intended  for  its  improvement 
to  be  humbugged  away  by  gentlemen 
connected  with  the  Board  of  Works.  I 
hope  the  Treasury  will  say  that  they 
will  take  this  matter  in  hand,  and,  at 
any  cost,  endeavour  to  effect  the  desired 
improvement. 

The  secretary  to  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  Jackson)  (Leeds,  N.) :  It 
is,  no  doubt,  very  difficult  to  satisfy  hon. 
Members  who  take  an  interest  in  works 
in  a  particular  district  that  expenditure 
has  been  sufficient  in  quantity,  or  efficient 
in  its  application. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY:  Giye  us  the 
money,  and  we  will  spend  it  for  our- 
selves. 

Mr.  JACKSON:  Well,  I  am  quite 
sure  if  the  hon.  and  learned  Member 
had  the  direction  of  the  expenditure  the 
work  would  be  properly  done.  In  regard 
to  Howth  Harbour  there  baa  been  con- 
siderable expenditure,  and  I  do  not  think 
the  hon.  and  learned  Member  has  quite 
done  justice  to  the  Board  of  Works.  We 
have  had  a  great  deal  of  correspondence 
on  the  subject,  and  the  Board  express 
the  greatest  confidence  in  the  work 
done. 

Mb.  CLANCY :  Where  is  the  result? 

Mr.  JACKSON :  WeU,  there  is  the 
whole  secret.  If  we  are  correctly  in- 
formed, the  local  fishery  has  fallen  off, 
not  because  of  any  fault  with  the 
harbour  works  at  Howth,  but  because 
the  herrings  have  left  that  part  of  the 
coast  and  gone  elsewhere,  and  no  amount 
of  expenditure,  I  am  afraid,  wUl  influence 
their  movements.  I  am  quite  ready  to 
admit  this  harbour  is  of  considerable 
importance ;  and  though  it  may  be,  and 
very  probably  is,  true  that  there  is  no 
very  deep  water  at  low  tide,  that  is  only 
the  condi(ion  of  many  harbours  in  Eng- 
land and  Scotland,  into  which  veaads 
cannot  enter  at  low  tide.  I  believe  it 
i;»  intended  so  make  further  progress 
wish  (he  work  <^(  dredging  the  harbour. 
The  Oooimisaioaers  aasore  me  that  the 


8B5 


Supply^  Civil  {Septembeb  1,  1887|        Service  t!stmaU$.        886 


sea-wall  erected  is  staoding  the  test 
wonderfully  well,  and  that  there  is  a 
certain  scour  going  on  that  is  improving 
the  condition  of  the  harbour,  and,  ex- 
cept for  some  slight  silting  up  at  one 
end  of  the  wall,  they  have  every  reason 
to  be  satisfied  with  the  work  that  has 
been  done.  With  reference  to  the 
dredging  of  the  harbour,  I  shall  be 
glad  to  call  their  attention  to  it,  with 
the  idea  of  improving  it  as  far  as  they 
can,  and  I  will  inquire  into  the  funds 


the  works  when  the  fishing  revives,  and 
when  there  are  200  fishing  vessels  out- 
side waiting  to  get  into  the  harbour  ? 
Do  you  expect  the  work  to  be  done 
in  five  days  or  five  minutes?  It  is 
not  an  argument  which  a  sensible  per- 
son, with  knowledge  of  the  facts,  will 
listen  to.  Will  not  the  hon.  Gentleman 
give  a  straightforward  answer  ?  What 
does  this  memorandum  mean  ?  Is  this 
dredger  spoken  of  kept  in  readiness 
at  Kingstown  in  expectation  of  funds 


to  which  reference  has  been  made,  and    going    to    be    voted  ?    What    does    it 
endeavour  to  have  the  dredging  opera-    mean  ? — 


tions  carried  out. 

Mr.  CLANCY  :  It  is  no  matter  what 
the  Board  of  Works  may  say ;  they  or 
anybody    else     tell    you    lies    if    they 
say  the  sea-wall  is  doing  any  good  to 
tho    harbour  at    Howth.      It    is    the 
unanimous  testimony  of    all   who   are 
practically  acquainted  with  the  harbour 
that  this  wall  is  the  chief  cause  of  injury 
to  it.     It  is  simply  a  fashionable  pro- 
menade ;  it  has  been  concreted  all  over, 
and  big  stones  are  rolled  over  it  into 
the  harbour  in  stormy  weather.     I  have 
myself  seen  at  high  tide  stones,  shingle, 
and  sand  rolled  into  the  harbour  over 
the  smooth  concrete  of  which  the  Board 
of  Works  are  so  proud.     In  truth,  it  is 
the    general  opinion  that  the  harbour 
would    be    better    without    the    wall. 
[  Laughter,']   The  hon.  Gentleman  laughs 
incredulously ;    but  what  I   say  is  not 
an  exaggeration,  as  the  fishermen  will 
tell  you.     Judge  Boyd  would  tell  you 
that  he  had  to  take  his  yacht  out  of  the 
harbour. 

Mr.  JACKSON :  Surely,  not  on  ac- 
count of  tbe  sea-wall. 

Mr. CLANCY:  Yes;  certainly.  There 
is  absolutely  more  sand  and  shingle  gets 
into  the  harbour  than  if  the  wall  were 
not  there.  Its  former  condition  was 
that  of  a  big,  rough  sea-wall,  with  rough 
stones,  which  served  as  a  sort  of 
breakwater;  but  now  that  the  top 
has  been  made  smooth  the  waves 
roll  shingle  over  it,  and  big  stones 
come  over  it  like  balls  at  every  storm. 
The  hon.  Gentleman  says  the  decline 
of  tho  herring  fishery  is  due  to  the 
decrease  in  the  number  of  fish.  That 
id  an  old  pretence ;  we  have  heard  all 
that  before.  It  is  well  known  that  the 
fidhing  industry  declines  at  one  time, 
and  revives  at  another.  Does  the  hon. 
Gentleman  expect  us  to  believe  that  it 
will  be  quite  time  enough  to  go  on  with 


* '  In  anticipation  of  funds  being  made  avail- 
able for  the  harbour,  we  have  caused  a  dredger 
to  be  in  readiness  at  Kingstown  to  commence 
work  if  so  directed." 

Are  any  funds  to  be  made  available ;  or 
is  it  a  statement  merely  to  deceive  my- 
self and  others  who  may  be  interested  ? 
If  the  hon.  Gentleman  does  not  give  us 
some  assurance  that  the  work  of  dredg- 
ing the  harbour,  for  which  the  Govern- 
ment and  the  Board  of  Works  are 
responsible,  shall  be  carried  out,  I 
promise  to  give  him  as  much  trouble 
as  ever  I  can  on  this  subject. 

Mr.  JACKSON:  I  hope  the  hon. 
Member  does  not  think  that  whether  he 
gives  me  much  or  little  trouble  it  will 
make  any  difference  in  the  discharge  of 
my  duty.  I  should  be  sorry  to  suppose 
he  thinks  that  would  make  the  slightest 
difference.  I  shall  do  all  I  can  to  meet 
the  just  demands  of  the  question,  and 
what  I  believe  to  be  the  object  of  hon. 
Members.  The  hon.  Member  refers  to 
the  dredging ;  and  it  is  only  fair  to  the 
Board  of  Works  to  say  that  it  is  not 
their  fault  that  the  money  has  not  been 
voted  for  the  purpose ;  they  have 
already  made  application  for  it ;  but  the 
Treasury  said  they  could  not  ask  for  a 
Supplementary  Estimate  on  this  account, 
and  replied  that  the  application  must  be 
made  next  Session,  when,  I  suppose,  it 
will  be  dealt  with. 

Mr.  CLANCY :  Is  it  to  be  put  in  the 
Estimates  next  year  ? 

Mr.  JACKSON:  Undoubtedly,  it  is 
the  intention  of  the  Government  and 
the  Board  of  Works  that  there  shall  be 
a  Vote  on  next  year's  Estimates.  I 
think  hon.  Members  may  accept  mj 
belief  of  that  intention ;  and,  indeed,  I 
msy  go  80  far  as  to  ask  them  to  accept 
my  assurance  that  it  is  the  intention  of 
the  Government  to  consider  it  with  a 
view  to  asking  a  Vote  next  year. 


887 


Supply — Ci%il 


{COMMONSI 


Service  JSsiimatei. 


888 


Mr.  CLANCY  :  If ,  in  my  concluding 
romarks,  I  said  anything  calculated 
to  wound  the  susceptibiiitios  of  the 
hon.  Gfrntleman  I  wish  to  withdraw  it ; 
but  it  has  been  our  experience,  in  re- 
gard to  Irish  matters,  that  the  more 
we  hammer  away  at  grievances  the  more 
is  the  Qovernment  likely  to  listen  to  us. 
Too  long  we  took  things  easily,  sending 
an  humble  begging  petition  to  this  or 
that  Department ;  but,  as  we  kicked 
up  no  row,  we  received  no  relief.  I 
hope  I  am  not  wrong  now  in  assuming 
that  an  Estimate  will  bo  laid  before  us 
next  year  in  respect  to  this  object.  I 
do  not  demand  that  the  whole  of  the 
money  should  be  spent  in  one  year ; 
but  a  beginning  ought  to  be  made  next 
year  in  the  necessary  work  of  dredging 
the  harbour.  Do  I  understand  that  is 
the  intontion  ? 

Mil.  JACKSON :  Yes. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  No  one  is  more 
willing  to  admit  than  I  am  the  admi- 
rable manner  in  which  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man discharges  his  duty  as  Financial 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury ;  but  even  if 
Avo  allow  the  credit  he  takes  to  himself 
for  roctitude  in  his  Otfice,  yet  rectitude 
is  often  improvoil  by  a  little  pressure. 
Thoro  are  two  questions  I  wish  to  raise 
on  this  Vote,  and  the  first  has  reference 
to  tho  quarters  of  the  married  Constabu- 
lary in  IMuvuix  Ptirk.  Wo  had  a  pledi^e 
fr\>ui  tho  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Mombor  for  Eust  Wolverhampton  ^Mr. 
Uourv  11.  Fowlor>  when  he  was  Soore- 
tarv  thjit  tho  orootiou  of  the  married 
mou*s  quart  or;*  should  bo  stopped  :  but 
by  so  mo  duko  duriuj;  the  Pariia'nt'ntary 
iniorrx^jTMum  those  hideous  srrurruros 
di?vti;;uriuir  :ho  Tjirk  **rv^se  like  an  exh*- 
latiou.**      rUo  Tcivk  is  sv"»  Oxvuvici  w::h 
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all  over  Ireland.  With  a  quarter  of 
the  money  spent  on  these  ridiculous 
married  men's  quarters  we  could  have 
done  some  good.  Why  not  hand  over 
the  disposal  of  Irish  expenditure  to  a 
Grand  Committee  of  Irish  Members? 
Suppose  it  costs  £6,000,000  to  run  Ire- 
land, why  not  say  to  such  a  Committee 
carve  this  out  to  meet  your  requirements 
for  Ireland  ?  I  think  it  would  be  a  rea- 
sonable thing  to  imitate  the  noble  Lord 
the  Member  for  South  Padding^on — who 
has  a  separate  Committee  for  inquiry 
into  the  expenditure  of  the  Services, 
which,  if  I  were  an  Englishman,  I 
would  not  wish  to  see  cut  down — to 
refer  these  Irish  Votes  to  a  Committee. 
Then  there  is  an  item  for  the  Chief 
Secretary's  residence.  We  have  had 
£420  for  his  coals,  and  now  here  is  a 
sum  of  £900  for  his  Lodge  and  Garden. 
The  Chief  Secretary  does  not  use  it  as  a 
residence,  and  I  understand  he  has  sub- 
let it  to  the  Lord  Chancellor  of  Ireland. 
I  am  told  that  the  Lord  Chancellor  is 
living  in  the  Lodge.  I  do  not  grudge 
him  that ;  he  has  my  best  wishes  wher- 
ever he  lives ;  and  if  he  lodges  there  at 
the  expense  of  the  Chief  Secretary,  or 
if  the  latter  chooses  to  let  lodgings,  I 
am  quite  willing — ^but  why  should  we 
have  to  pay  this  ?  I  may  be  entirely 
mistaken  ;  but  it  is  common  gossip  in 
Dublin  that  the  Chief  Secretary's  Lodge 
is  now  in  the  occupation  of  the  Lord 
Chancellor.  If  the  Chief  Secretary  will 
not  live  in  Ireland,  then,  why,  in  the 
name  of  Heaven,  should  we  pay  for  his 
residence  ?  I  will  not  grudge  him  £420 
for  his ev.>als, though  I  should  like  to  know 
how  much  of  this  expenditure  really 
w^^e«  up  the  chimney,  and  how  much 
ic:>  the  contractors  pocket;  but  why 
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l.on.i    i):?Ov}  for  :he  L.xlge  ?    And  then  I  come 
>  :;u;:h:r  ::::ii  for  our  old  friend  the 
r*.u-.ov  Sv\iv:;iry.  ::io  H:V;'r:i:.-i::  5v:uvl.  i  l"l*:er  CiwdL  condngent  on  the  passing 
?iv,xl   5-xo   j:;, '•.;•.;.:  is   rxs;^rv-,v.  rVr  'jvl,\    o:  :h^  Ulsrer  Canal  Bill.     Now,  I  pro- 

:^:  d^::s:  this  grant    to  the  Lagan 

Xavr^::*::::!  Coaipasy;  and   I   ask  the 

,• ;  V  ;•  r ::  u:  -'  - : .  b  i v  ?  laey  any  expectation 

•  .i>*wA^  :lu<  CaziiiBIll?  It  has  been 

•,vi.l  X  i7<:  ri-iij.  stad  it  now  stands  for 

>;:\>r:I  r^-'a;  -^  ^2  th-?  2ad  September, 

'■v.:>.  jL  :-..vi  i,rii:i*:  ;:  in  the  name  of 

■--.   "..::    Yrwc'l  :ii?  Member  for  West 

Mr     ?i^«r  .    wa;>   was  never 

v   .'y:  r.'  .Mif  .*i!  dL  clock  in  all  his  life. 

^  \v  v  .  .T;ji.-r  i-^':c5;  La  i:al£cd  against 

L*-..  .  lit:   .:  Is  x*  p?  before  a  Select 
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hope  of  getting  the  Bill  through  ?  If  I 
move  the  discharge  of  the  Bill,  is  there 
any  reason  why  you  should  say  no  to  it? 
And  yet  you  vote  £12,000  on  account  of 
this  proposal — that  is  the  total ;  for  this 
year  it  is  £3,000.  Is  it  not  ahsurd  ? 
What  are  you  going  to  do  with  it?  You 
cannot  got  your  Bill,  and  this  money 
will  be  thrown  away.  Why  not  promise 
to  move  the  discharge  of  the  Ulster 
Oanal  Bill,  and  reduce  this  Vote  by 
£3,000  ? 

Mb.  JACKSON :  With  regard  to  the 
first  question  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member,  the  quarters  for  married  men, 
the  hon.  and  learned  Member  says  he 
had  a  promise  from  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Member  for  East  Wolver- 
hampton (Mr.  Henry  H.  Fowler)  that 
the  work  should  be  stopped ;  but  I 
believe  at  the  very  time  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  made  that  promise,  if  promise 
it  was,  he  was  under  some  misapprehen- 
sion— the  work  had  begun  under  contract, 
and  I  had  no  power  to  stop  it. 

Mr.  OLANOY:  Do  not  give  the 
money. 

Mr.  JACKSON:  That  would  be 
simply  throwing  away  the  money  al- 
ready spent ;  hardly  a  wise  policy  to 
pursue.  Therefore  I  am  afraid  I  cannot 
do  anything  in  regard  to  that. 

Mm.  T.  M.  HEALY:  The  place  is 
occupied ;  it  is  full  of  police  ;  and  little 
children  of  all  ages  have  been  there  for 
12  months  past. 

Mr.  JACKSON :  The  item.  I  think, 
is  £3,400,  and  I  suppose  that  is  for  work 
under  the  contract  that  will  come  in 
course  of  payment  during  the  present 
year. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY :  It  is  finished. 

Mr.  JACKSON :  It  may  be  finished 
now ;  but  hon.  Members  must  bear  in 
mind  that  this  includes  expenditure 
from  the  3l8t  March  last. 

Mr.  CLANCY :  It  was  finished  long 
before  March. 

Mr.  JACKSON :  Then,  I  am  afraid 
I  cannot  answer  the  queistion,  for  then 
it  would  not  come  into  the  payments  for 
this  year. 

Mr.  CLANCY :  It  is  most  incom- 
prehensible. 

Mr.  JACKSON  :  Then  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  refers  to  the  Chief 
Secretary's  Lodge,  and  seems  to  think 
that  £900  is  too  largo  an  amount.  Well, 
it  is  an  expensive  place  to  keep  up. 
Then  the  hon.  and    learned    Member 


made  some  joke  about  the  coals.  This 
allowance  was  fixed  a  long  time  ago, 
and  I  expect  it  really  represents  a  great 
deal  besides  actual  coal.  And  now  as 
to  the  Ulster  Canal.  I  hope  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member  does  not  think  that 
if  the  Bill  does  not  pass  this  money 
will  be  spent  ?  If  the  Bill  does  not  pass 
the  expenditure  will  not  be  incurred, 
and  the  money  will  return  to  the  Ex- 
chequer ;  so  in  any  case  there  will  be  no 
waste  of  the  £3,000. 

Mb.  CLANCY  :  Cannot  you  wait  until 
you  actually  want  it  ? 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  It  is  contingent 
upon  the  Bill  passing,  and  have  you  the 
slightest  hope  of  that  ? 

Mr.  JACKSON :  Well,  I  have  had 
that  hope,  and  still  I  do  not  relinquish 
all  hope.  The  hon.  Member  for  West 
Cavan  (Mr.  Biggar),  I  know,  is  very 
tenacious  when  he  blocks  a  Bill ;  but  I 
have  heard  this  Bill  urged  very  strongly, 
and,  no  doubt,  so  far  as  the  Government 
are  concerned,  it  would  be  a  considerable 
economy  if  the  Canal  were  handed  over 
to  the  Lagan  Navigation.  From  the 
Treasury  point  of  view,  it  would  be  a 
reduction  of  expenditure  if  they  were 
in  a  position  to  hand  it  over  to  the 
Lagan  Navigation,  where  it  might  serve 
a  useful  purpose  and  they  would  be 
definitely  relieved  of  an  expenditure 
that  attaches  to  their  responsibility. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY :  I  think  we  really 
cannot  leave  this  matter  where  it  is.  I 
will  throw  over  the  married  men's 
quarters  and  the  Chief  Secretary's 
Lodge ;  but  I  must  stick  to  this.  Here 
is  the  Government  going  to  devote 
£5,000  to  the  drainage  of  the  Bann,  and 
remember  the  Bann  drains  from  Lough 
Neagh  into  the  sea  and  this  Canal 
cannot  be  kept  up  if  Lough  Neagh  is 
reduced  below  a  certain  level,  as  reduced 
it  must  be,  if  the  Lower  Bann  is  to  be 
drained,  if  the  drainage  is  to  prevent  the 
valley  being  flooded.  So  you  lower  the 
level  of  Lough  Neagh  and  the  Canal 
runs  dry.  See  how  you  are  playing  at 
cross  purposes.  What  the  English  Go- 
vernment are  doing  I  cannot  under- 
stand. You  propose  to  drain  the  Lower 
Bann,  and  you  also  vote  money  to  keep 
up  the  Canal,  which  depends  upon  and 
cannot  be  kept  up  without  the  Lough 
being  at  a  certain  level.  So  you  vote 
money  for  one  purpose,  and  more  money 
for  another  purpose  in  opposition  to  the 
first;  and  therefore  it  ib  that  we    are 
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knpt  horo  on  tho  2nd  Hepteniber  to  fight 
lYio  (JlBtor  Canal  Bill,  when  the  Lord 
knowH  wo  havo  quite  enough  to  keep  us 
hero  without  that.  I  invite  the  First 
Ijord  of  the  Treasury  to  include  this 
Dill  in  }iis  sentence  of  massacre.  If  it 
paflflOH  its  second  reading,  it  is  to  be  re- 
ferred to  a  Select  Committee.  Can  any- 
thing be  more  absurd  ?   Tou  expect  to 


The  FIEST  LORD  of  tue  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith)  (Strand, 
Westminster):  I  must  ask  the  Com- 
mittee to  allow  this  Vote  to  be  passed 
this  evening.  I  must  remind  the  hon. 
Gentleman  who  has  just  made  an  in- 
teresting statement  with  reference  to  this 
particular  matter  that  a  Bill  bas  been 
before  the  House  for  a  yery  long  time  ; 


refer  this  Bill  to  a  Hybrid  Committee ; ;  that  the  measure  was  introduced  by  our 


you  send  out  your  notices,  and  I  suppose 
you  will  have  over  Mr.  Grey  Vesey 
Porter  and  others,  and  the  House  is  to 
bu  kopt  waiting  while  tho  Committee 
debate  the  srlieme.     Let  us  have  a  de- 


Predecessors,  and  not  by  ourselves ;  and 
that  we  are  simply  trying,  to  tbe  best  of 
our  ability,  to  carry  out  the  pledge  given 
by  the  previous  Administration.  Wo 
are  asked  to  give  up  the  Bill ;   but  we 


cidod  statomont.     I  will  forego  all  ob-  are  not  greatly  disposed  to  make  con- 

joriiou  to  tho  amoimt    for    the    Chief  cessions  at  this  time,  in  view  of  the pro- 

H(H'rotary*s  Lodge  and  his  coals,  and  to  gross  made  in  Committee,   and  we  will 

tho  married   men's  quarters ;  but  take  consider  to-morrow  what  we   shall  do 


out  tins  £3.000  and  move  the  discharge 


with  the  Bill. 


of  tho  Canal  Bill.  It  is  out  of  theques-  Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  As  far  as  I  am 
tion  to  keep  us  horo  to  discuss  the  Bill, .  concerned,  I  have  nothing  to  reproach 
and  it  is  impossible  to  let  this  Vote '  myself  with  in  regard  to  my  action  in 
pas9.                                                            I  Committee  of  Supply.     I  do  urge  tho 

Mu.  8EXT0N\lMfa3t.  W.^ :  I  hope '  Government   to  say  that    this   Ulster 

tho  Oovornmout  will  not  altogether  Canal  Bill  shall  not  be  proceeded  with 
Hivopt  tho  riow  of  my  hon.  and  learned ,  this  Session.     No  doubt,  there  are  a 

Frioud  as  ontiroly  ivrroot.  but  will  have  certain  number  of  people  who  are  in- 

»omo  nyar\l  to  that  commercial  opinion  ter«sted  in  it.     You  could  not  take  away 

intort^stod  in  tho  passage  of  tho  Bill.  a  dunghill  without  finding  that  there 

Mk.  IUOG.VK  :  This  prv'>pv^$i:i.>n  to  weT>^  a  cert&in  number  of  people  who 
loud  mouoT  to  tho  Tbtor  O^nal  i$  ox-  were  inten^it^  in  the  smell.  Of  course, 
ao;ly  tho  »aiuo  Sv>r:  of  tHin^:.  though  on  there  are  people  who  have  a  vested  in- 
a  »mAUor  ^jto^Kv  a»tho  Uud  rtvUma^i.^ns  ter^$t  in  the  Canal,  and  thej  make  re- 
in Oouury  O.aro,  It  h,i#vvs:  tl:?*  :^r:::$i  pr^^iitan^a*  to  the  Goremment.  But 
taxivAvor  1* I S.\v\V.  ar.d  r.o:  a  wr.uT  hi*  I  a 3:  **j:rrrl>^i  :ha:  »he  English  Govem- 
b<H»:\  r\^|xa;d.  and  ttow  cor.te<j  :h<>  v;;:>s:L>:i  nfc: — :h*  tr.^veniTnea:  of  haxd-headed 
ot  Ior,,;irir  £  "^vW^  :::,*ro  :.'*  K*  vvr.:-r.ut*i  ner  iha:  we  hear  so  much  about— 
ir,  ;*,;*;A>.v.o:xt*  f.*r  :"arv  \;*-ju*  :,*  *v~^  *"r,"*il\£  *r*ii  all  *h:5  moner  on  this  rat- 
\i  \\K\  ACTxv  to  :>.iik  v,'u  .•  >.*>*:>:  t*<:*.,1  r. ,"»'.*  I  r-rrurst-w.  when  I  first  came 
iv..vrv*'ii:;!i   :h*:  w:*;  r.;*^*!  ::   :.v.pv<*/:'c  '?.?.*  :i.*  H ;  *3*r.  irsoribing  the  Canal  as 

OT^'v.  :\#  Ivir,"  Va;,--v    Ar.,l  :Ji^  '.'cisjs  >t  i-.z  :::.  a:*!  4^i=x9  are  now  exactly  in 

wa;*.:  0:  .IrA-v.-^cc  "*  r.Mr.x  ::-i«i  ;rvar:r  :*■?  jujir.;  rosiri-.M  a*  ther  were  then. 

t>*v,  *v.T  X*";?'  :.**:  ,-A'*  wcftis.^l.-  ir.s*:  .1*    ^-.'TsTi.ajija*  ia£  «s  to  allow  this 

tr>v.''A  :'*^' V-svr  >^»rJ^'.       V\,*  :rjt.*. *  t> 'c  "-^^  t.*  >•*  7i&$»c:  rs?  they  will  not 

:>.^?  v\'**   ,v.:.;  r;:  .•»vr:^:-*  '^   :.r.  -v,'  c\r.'ii  ri-*  JLJ:.rrwa»  Bill  to  Ir^nd, 

r*  ^^^       *, '  i  -A     .*•.•.  V  '*A\  :•  .'  ,^•.•r'  ,c   ,\fcsj  :^*  ':=«*uffca;  SlII  ^r  do  anything 

v.*  *!s  '-S  >t*y  Xv  i/.v  rr.'-l       i  -  » >,  -  r  \<.     >  ;<  xcc  fiir.  mier  theeecir- 

t^<:  /■:  ^'w>.  V.,-  v^-;?*s»;.'.T  •    ",.\-i   ?»,:•:»  ,--.r..>-xji;sw.  r-   ^'vtoM  i»  of  being  un- 

*  *.*  /  *  *:-•;  i^    if  .1  •  •  ,  *  --rx  wc  ••  r^  --/  jT^i:.iL>^','.     I  xa^s  :iy?  vx?v«cBxnai:,  oa 

^•-  *•    *^V7>.     »*  s.    •     .     iri.     r,.  ^     s-    :i'    .'•:   5^c«i:«r.   1S87,  to 

tvcv*  A^    ty  >?5f  .r  .* '  - !  x  xv,i.-    t  !  v  :,  1  s.-t.v    :j.tr    ^»«r   vH' CTS^  A^   Ulster 

*.    v.<.    V      i  ,*.'  -vo'-    v:-i  :^          "  ."i-  £-.    V;  ..     Ttff  iat*  3»    kope  of 

^^.  ,^   ..           ..    .^.    4    •.,>.•    :♦  t-   •■  -.s^f-  -      Titf'r'i^t^  aavfeir Tielded 

*;  ^                     ,  i'*.     i  ■  ;.      •  .*:!       .^v.v."*     -    »i  ■.  -   ,- I'^ir^'ii:?  i».    Iraal  ^^fftt    Ixi;^  Go- 

•%       4    y.-  w.    V    .*  .           -  •vi'-5<^^^  •- ■'••  .tv?.,  soi^  sJ^KX^  3r  ]^fC3w&.  and  I 

* «  ■       '  ^.,  .  v-*vuiil*   I--..  r  a»'i  v-wn  'UsMt  ^oac  na  d 
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may  in  the  end  cost  them  a  little  too 
much. 

Mr.  W.  H.  smith  :  I  told  the  hon. 
Member  for  Mid  Cork  (Dr.  Tanner)  that 
we  would  state  this  afternoon  what 
couroe  we  would  take  with  regard  to  the 
Bill.  Mj  reason  for  saying  so  is  that 
we  cannot  say  whether  my  right  hon. 
Friend  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland 
(Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour),  who  has  been 
obliged  to  retire,  owing  to  excessive 
fatigue,  has  made  any  pledge  by  which 
the  Government  is  bound. 

Mr.  CLANCY :  The  item  respecting 
furniture,  which  caused  us  to  postpone 
the  Vote,  still  remains  unexplained.  I 
find  thai  £2,100  is  put  down  for  furni- 
ture for  the  Dublin  Castle  residence, 
£300  for  the  Chief  Secretary's  Lodge, 
£150  for  the  Under  Secretary's  Lodge, 
and  so  on.  I  could  understand  these 
sums  being  wanted  once  for  furnishing 
the  houses ;  but  I  cannot  understand 
why  they  should  be  required  every  year. 
I  would  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Trea- 
sury (Mr.  Jackson)  whether  £2,100  is 
required  every  year  for  the  Castle  ? 

Mr.  JACKSON:  No,  Sir;  £2,100  is 
not  wanted  every  year  for  the  furniture 
of  the  Castle.  I  have  obtained  the  do- 
tails  for  this  year,  and  I  find  that,  of  the 
£2,100,  a  very  considerable  portion  is 
for  items  not  likely  to  occur  again. 

Mr.  CLANCY :  A  considerable  sum 
is  voted  every  year. 

Mr.  JACKSON:  Yes;  and  I  am 
afraid  that  a  considerable  sum  will 
always  be  voted ;  because  the  Vote  is 
not  for  furniture  alone,  but  includes 
other  things,  such  as  painting. 

Mr.  CLANCY:  The  hon.  Gentleman 
is  mistaken.  Under  the  head  of  "  Sup- 
plies and  Maintenance,''  there  is  a  Vote 
of  £2,300. 

Mr.  JACKSON:  I  am  quite  aware 
of  that ;  but  this  year  there  has  been 
transferred  to  the  item  of  furniture,  so- 
called,  a  considerable  sum  which  for- 
merly appeared  in  the  item  to  which  the 
hon.  Member  has  called  attention.  I 
believe  that  £500  or  £600  was  so  trans- 
ferred, because  it  was  thought  it  more 
properly  came  under  this  item. 

Mr.  CLANCY:  Whatis  the  money  for? 

Mr.  JACKSON:  Well,  it  includes 
decorating  and  covering  chairs,  and  it 
also  includes  dismantling  and  pulling 
down.  It  further  includes  housekeepers' 
and  housemaids'  salaries,  and  a  great 


many  other  things.  It  appears  that 
there  is  certain  inside  decoration  done 
periodically  at  the  Castle,  and  that  this 
is  the  year  when  it  is  done.  It  costs 
probably  about  £2,000. 

Mr.  CLANCY:  Will  you  explain 
what  the  ''  maintenance  "  item  is  for  ? 

Mr.  JACKSON  :  I  am  afraid  I  have 
not  the  particulars  about  the  mainten- 
ance. It  appears  that  the  £3,700  in- 
cludes the  cost  of  certain  things  which 
will  not  again  be  necessary.  There  is 
an  item  of  about  £200  or  £300  which, 
it  is  said,  will  not  appear  again  for  15 
years.  [Laughter  from  the  Home  Rule 
Members/]  I  do  not  know  why  hon.  Mem- 
bers should  lau^h. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  The  statutory 
term  of  15  years. 

Mr.  JACKSON  :  Well,  a  great  many 
things  may  happen  during  the  next  1 5 
years.  It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that 
a  great  many  repairs  have  to  be  done  to 
these  buildings.  I  suppose  the  hon. 
Member  will  understand  that  a  place 
like  that  is  not  kept  up  without  great 
expenditure. 

Mr.  CLANCY:  Explain  what  the 
furniture  is. 

Mr.  JACKSON  :  Well,  Sir,  the 
£2,100  includes  the  cost  of  repairs  and 
furniture  of  one  kind  or  other.  It  in- 
cludes supplies  and  maintenance  for  the 
outside  quarters,  for  the  Chapel  Boyal, 
for  the  House  of  the  Master  of  the 
Horse,  for  the  Chamberlain's  house,  for 
the  Controller's  house,  for  the  estate- 
steward's  house,  for  the  stables 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY :  Does  the  kettle- 
drnmmer  get  anything  ? 

Mr.  JACKSON:  And  it  includes 
furniture  for  all  the  Departments.  There 
is,  as  I  haye  said,  about  £500  which  will 
not  appear  again.  I  have  been  through 
the  items,  and  I  can  honestly  say  that 
the  amount  could  not  have  been  kept 
down  this  year.  No  doubt  it  will  bo 
lower  next  year. 

Mr.  CLANCY :  But  for  the  lateness 
of  the  hour  I  would  divide  upon  every 
item  in  this  Vote.  I  consider  that  it  is 
a  perfect  scandal.  The  explanation  of 
the  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Jackson)  can 
hardly  have  satisfied  himself.  The  idea 
of  paying  such  an  amount  as  this  for 
the  decoration  of  Dublin  Castle,  when 
the  Government  absolutely  refuse  topay 
a  single  penny  to  clear  oat  Howth  Har- 
bour, is  a  shame  and  a  soandal. 
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::  :oi!i  not  be  made  fit.  If  tlii3  Navi- 
2i:::n  Co na.paiiy  would  take  it  over,  I 
re  illy  thiak  it  ir?  a  vory  rational  under- 
rikinz.  and  that  the  claim  ought  to  be 
5-:p7:r:ed.  I  sincerely  hope,  therefore, 
:!-e  G>verament  will  eee  their  way 
to  T->:e  this  £3,000,  and   that  they  will 


M?..  EIGjAS:    I 

na:i  •:"  :-*  sivk:  :j  t^hi.  I  i_  ::r  i  -^ 
sh,'rt  timr  ^2j- 

f:r  a  n:=:trr.:  ?     I  t :■;':.  :o  =iv  :".,i:  >.? 

will  anno'iiLoe  the  ojiTTe  we  will  take  at    not  withdraw  their  Bill. 

4  o'cl'xk  :>norr:T  i::-=rio?-.  a^i.  :: 

ti^  V::^  f  :t  £M  1  3  :*  ^>:  rr:"lrri  we 

shill  n  jve  t:-  re^i'ice  it  ol.  Eeport. 

Ma.  BI']^j.VR :  W:iat  I  sav  is  that  • 
the  while  arrjzient  is  tbat  the  present 
G:«T-rri.=ie:it  i:e  acting- uron an arrs.r.ge- 
zz^zLi  naie  bv  their  Preirces^ora.  Now.  ■ 
I  tLiik  that,  after  all.  that  is  a  weak 
arj.;r.:e~:.  b-Maise  njthi-g  has  tikon 
place  wLich  amo-iL.:?  to  a  csntra;:.  or 


Me.  W.  H.  smith  :  I  hope,  Sir, 
that  the  Committee  will  now  at  last  come 
to  a  deGision. 

Mr.  TUITE  ( Westmeath,  N.)  :  I  see, 
Sir.  that  the  Vote  includes  an  item  of 
£4.500  for  some  police  barracks  in  a 
SLiall  country  town.   Although  the  popn- 
liition  is  Tery  small,  there  are   30  police 
in  the  town.     Certainly  10  men  could  do 
all  that  is  required.     The  sum  of  £4,500 
ev-en  anijunts  to  an  unirrstaniin?,  as  to  ^  tor  police  barraoks  is  certainly  too  much, 
tlir  c:urie  which  wyjld  be  taken.    laci  :  Why,  it  would  build  a  palace. 
rrilly  sick  at  heart  t3  see  whit  ha?  hap- '      Ma.  JACKSON  :  I  see  that  there  is 
penvi  with  regard  to  nonrv  in  ca?e3  of!  only  £1.000  to  be  voted  this  year.    I 
this  kii.i.     I  think  it  is  time  that  the    will  inquire  about  the  £4,500,  and  as- 
Goverr.nient  should  put  a  per'ec-t  stop  1  certain  really  what  the  cost  of  the  bar- 
to  t.-.is  rvstem.  which  is  rea'.lva  scandal,    racks  is. 
My  theory  is  :ha:  the  Government  might 
leui  luriiev  at  low  interest  on  nrst-class 
Sccuri'v.  but  tiiat  thev  should  c:-t  lend 


money   on    any    pretence    upon    tnese 
shallow  securities. 

Da.  TAXXER  :  I  am  unable  to  sup- 
port mv  hon.  Friends  in  what  thev  have 
said  respecting;  the  Ulster  Navigation 
Bill.  I  have  been  over  these  works  ;  I 
have  ridden  on  the  Canal ;  and  I  can  tell 
mv  hon.  and  learned  Friend  the  Mem- 
ber  for  North  Longford  ^Mr.  T.  M. 
Healy'  that  it  is  not  only  able  to  swim 
a  kin-kin.  but  to  bear  a  boat.  I  think 
til  at  when  the  Canal  exists,  and  when 
there  is  a  possibility  of  handing  it  over 
to  any  Corporation  which  will  take  care 
of  it.  there  is  no  reason  why  the  Go- 
vernment should  not  advance  a  certain 
sum  of  money  in  order  to  benefit  the 
locality.  If  it  was  doing  a  very  great 
deal  of  harm,  the  Government  would  be 
sure  to  be  waited  upon  by  deputations, 
and  to  have  a  large  number  of  remon- 
strances addressed  to  them  from  the 
locali^tts.  I  think  that  if  this  Ulster 
Canal  were  opened  up  and  dredged,  and 


Mb.  TUITE  :  I  wish  to  know  whether 
it  relates  to  only  one  building? 

Mr.  JACKSON :  I  am  afraid  I  can- 
not say. 

Dr.  tanner  :  I  will  take  pity  on 
the  Government,  and,  as  far  as  I  am 
personally  concerned,  will  make  my  re- 
marks as  short  as  possible.  There  are 
two  subjects  to  which  I  would  call  atten- 
tion. One  is  that  of  the  Newcastle  Har- 
bour in  South  Down.  I  had  occasion  to 
visit  the  place  not  long  ago,  and  I  have 
been  asked  by  my  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  South  Down  (Mr.  M'Gartan] 
to  bring  the  matter  forward.  A  great 
deal  of  money  has  been  spent  in  building 
an  artificial  harbour  at  South  Down; 
but  a  number  of  large  blocks  of  granite 
having  been  employed  to  form  the 
entrance,  a  quantity  of  sand  has  collected 
about  them,  and  the  result  is  that  ships 
cannot  get  in.  I  would  ask  the  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
(Mr.  Jackson)  whether  he  will  see  if 
anything  can  be  done  to  remove  the  ob- 
struction ?  The  second  matter  to  which 
I  wish  to  call  attention  is  this.    A  fish- 


made  tit  for  carrying  canal  boats,  it  j  ing  pier  has  lately  been  opened  at 
would  be  very  useful  for  such  purposes  '  Ballycotton,  in  County  Cork.  Well,  the 
as  the  conveyance  of  coal,  and  I  do  not  ...       * 

see  why  it  should  not  be  made  use  of. 
It  has  been  allowed,  to  fall  into  disre- 


pair, and,  of  course,  the  upper  portion 
is  not  at  the  present  time  in  a  fit  state 
for  canal  boats ;  but  I  do  not  see  why 


wrong  site  has  been  chosen,  because  in- 
side  the  pier  is  a  whole  reef  of  loakfl 
on  which  ships  have  ^t  aground  on 
several  oocasions.  I  have  been  aiked 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  Qentlenenin 
charge  of  the  Yote   to   this   matter. 
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These  rocks  could  be  easily  blown  away 
without  any  very  great  expenditure  of 
money,  and  the  pier  would  then  be  a 
very  great  protection  to  vessels  which 
have  to  run  into  Ballycotton  in  stress  of 
weather,  and  also  a  great  protection  to 
fishing  boats  during  the  bad  seasons. 
I  should  have  liked  to  bring  other 
matters  before  the  Government — notably, 
the  case  of  Queen's  College,  Cork,  but, 
as  the  hour  is  so  late,  I  will  confine  my 
remarks  to  these  two  matters,  and  I  will 
ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  to 
favourably  consider  them. 

Mr.   JACKSON:    Yes,   Sir,   I    will 
promise  to  look  into  the  matters. 

Vote  agreed  to. 

Resolutions  to  be  reported  To-morrow, 

Committee  to  sit  again  To-morrow, 

Uouse  adjourned  at  half  after 
Three  o'clock. 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS, 
Friday^  2nd  September^  1887. 


MINUTES.]— Supply— conjiflfor^rf  in  Committee 
— Civil  Service  Estimates  ;  Class  III. — 
La^  and  Justice,  Votes  21  to  23,  25,  27,  29, 
31.32 
Resolutions  [September  1]  reported. 

Public  Ji\iA.9,— Second  Reading— Deeds  of  Ar- 
rangement (No.  2)  •  [381]. 

Considered  as  amended — Third  Reading— OhsiTity 
Commissioners  (OflScers)  •  [362],  and  passed. 

Withdrawn —Viator  Canal  and  Tyrone  Naviga- 
tion* [313]. 

QUESTION'S. 

0 

REGISTRATION     OF     VOTERS     (SCOT- 
LAND)—THE  CROFTER  VOTERS. 

Db.  CLAEK  (Caithness)  (for  Dr.  R. 
Macdonald)  (Ross  and  Cromarty)  asked 
the  Lord  Advocate,  Whether  it  is  a  fact 
that  at  Barra,  on  the  last  day  previous 
to  that  on  which  payment  of  rates  en- 
titled the  crofters  to  be  put  on  the 
Register  for  this  year,  there  wai  no 
collector  of  rates  to  receive  their  money, 
and  in  consequence  thereof  great  num- 
bers of  those  who  were  able  and  willing 
to  pay  rates  were  disfranchised ;  whether 
the  fact  of  nearly  4,000  voters-  being 
diaCraaohiBed  in  the  counties  of  Ross 
and  Livwness  is  largely  due  to  the  bad 

YOL.  CXXIXX.    [thqo)  sxbiss.] 


arrangements  for  collecting  their  rates, 
large  districts  being  without  post  ofEce 
arrangements  to  enable  the  crofters  to 
pay  their  rates  by  postal  orders ;  whe- 
ther he  will  take  means  in  the  near 
future  to  press  upon  Parochial  Boards 
the  necessity  of  having  rate  collectors  in 
sparsely  populated  country  districts 
within  a  reasonable  distance  from>  the 
abodes  of  the  ratepayers ;  and,  whether, 
in  the  case  of  tenants  under  £4  a-year, 
who  have  paid  their  rates  to  their  land- 
lords, but  which  the  latter  neglected  to 
pay  the  collector  in  time  to  entitle  the 
names  of  these  tenants  to  be  put  on  the 
Parliamentary  Register,  he  will  take 
such  means  as  will  prevent  defaulting 
landlords  to  have  it  in  their  power  to 
disfranchise  their  small  tenants  ? 

The  LORD  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  J.  H.  A. 
Macdonald)  (Edinburgh  and  St.  An- 
drew's Universities) :  The  collector  for 
Barra,  who  has  more  than  one  Island  in 
his  district,  went  to  Barra  on  four  sepa- 
rate days — twice  in  March  and  twice  in 
June — to  collect  rates,  after  giving  due 
notice,  both  through  the  ground  officer 
and  through  the  priest,  who  announced 
the  date  of  one  visit  in  March  and  one  in 
June  to  the  congregation  in  church.  The 
last  of  these  visits  was  on  June  24.  So  far 
as  I  can  ascertain,  no  one  came  forward 
to  Castlebay,  the  place  of  payment,  in 
order  to  pay  his  rates  on  the  last  day  of 
June.  I  answer  the  second  paragraph 
in  the  negative.  In  answer  to  the  third 
paragraph,  I  do  not  think  it  would  be 
possible  to  have  more  collectors  with- 
out making  the  expense  of  the  collec- 
tion out  of  all  proportion  to  the  amount 
collected,  and  would  place  a  very  serious 
additional  burden  on  the  ratepayers.  I 
have  not  been  able  to  ascertain  that 
there  is  any  gpround  for  the  suggestion 
in  the  last  paragraph. 

LAND    (SCOTLAND)  —  LEASEHOLD 
FARMERa 

Db.  CLARK  (Caithness)  (for  Dr. 
R.  Macdonald)  (Ross  and  Cromarty) 
asked  the  Lord  Advocate,  Whether 
his  attention  has  been  called  to  the 
eviction  of  Mr.  T.  M.  Russell,  a 
leading  farmer  of  East  Lothian,  who 
was  made  a  bankrupt  by  his  landlord, 
although  his  estate  left  a  surplus  of 
£500,  after  paying  his  creditors  in  full ; 
and,  if  the  Government  are  prepared  to 
appoint  a  Commission  to  inquire  into 
the  position  of  Scotch  leasehold  farmers 
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iptvtion ;  and  his  attention  will  bo 
capmally  tallod  to  the  al!egatioa  that 
bridges  aiid  other  works  are  not  aatis- 
factoriiy  executed.  Tho  Board  of  Trade 
have  no  information  on  the  other  points 
roferrod  to  in  tho  hon.  Uember's  Ques- 
tion. 

^[B.  n.\YDEN:  Will  the  hon.  Gen- 
ttinnnn  ast  for  information  on  the  other 
points  ? 

Harok  nENRT  DE  WOKMS :  I  am 
nfniid  tliey  do  sot  oome  within  the  pro- 
vinco  of  tho  Board  of  Trade. 

1<.VMI  fOMMISSUIN  —  BARONY  OF 
l,OWKIl  nUNIULK,  CO.  LOUTH— 
K.Vlll  HKNTW. 

Mr.  NOIAN  (r/.uth,  N.)  asked  tho 
(%ii>f  Sorrotnry  to  tho  Lord  Lieutenant 
iif  rrolniid,  it  it  is  true  that  SO  tenants 
biilouKiiiff  to  tho  Poor  Law  Division  of 
PruniuUnfth,  barony  of  Lover  Dundalb, 
(Viinty  1.011th,  applied  to  tho  Land  Oom- 
iiiiNsinn  on  4th  Mny  hist  to  have  a  fair 
iwnt  lixod;  and,  ifitia  true  that  their 
rnHiin  hnro  not  yot  Ikiou  listed  for  hear- 
tnK :  and,  if  xii,  will  ho  have  them  heard 
in  tho  town  of  Uarliugfurd  (as  the  most 
(■oitvi>niiint)  in  timo  t»  have  a  fair  rent 
lixwl  beforo  1st  Novombor  next  (gale 
day)P 

TiiK  I'AELIAMENTARY  UNDER 
ShXJJlETARY  (Colonel  KinqHaruam) 
{Kent,  Isle  of  Thanet)  (who  replied) 
said:  The  Land  Commissioners  inform 
me  that  50  originating  Notices  were  re- 
ceived on  the  3rd  of  May  last.  A  sub- 
Gommission  commenced  its  sittings  for 
tho  County  Louth  on  the  previous  day  ; 
but  even  if  there  had  been  time  to  dispose 
of  these  cases  at  that  sitting,  they  could 
not  have  been  listed,  as  the  practice  of 
the  Commissioners  is  to  give  three 
week's  notice  of  hearing.  The  next 
sitting  for  Louth  has  not  yet  been  fixed, 
as  tho  oloims  of  other  counties  have  also 
to  be  considered.  \Vhen,  however,  it 
is  arranged,  the  Commissioners  trill , 
decide  on  the  place  of  hearing,  so  aa  to  , 
convenience  all  parties  as  far  as  possible.  1 
i 
CRIME  AXn  OUTKACK  ilUKLAXD:— ' 
KIOTOUS  I'HOCEKnlSliS  AT  MAltKKT- 
JIILL,  fU.  AKM.UiH. 
Mil.  BLAXK  ^.\rnlach.i,;-.^  nsk.-d  tho 
Chift  Scri'tiiry  t»  th,>'l.oid  lJ«wtonaut 
i>f  ht'hind.  If.  oil  Siiturddv  I'Tth  .W"*'- 
IH•'*T.an^^rnll|;.>dnlmmi^lg|l,u■!ymii^^'l>^'J 
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through  Blarkethill,  County  Armagli, 
using  offensive  and  threateniDg  lan- 
guage to  the  CathoUcs,  inhabitants,  and 
finally  aaaatiltin^  them  with  violenca  in 
their  owa  dvellings  ;  whether  the  Ber. 
Mr.  Short,  when  trying  to  preserve  the 
people  from  the  violence  of  the  invading 
mob,  was  assaulted  by  the  Orange  parly; 
and,  if  he  will  make  inquiries  into  tbs 
ooourrence     from     some     independeDl 

BOUtCQ? 

Thb  PAKUAMENTAHY  UWDEH 
8ECRETABY  (Colonel  Krao-Hiuus) 
(Kent.  Isle  of  Thanot)  (who  replied) 
said,  the  Local  Constabulary  Anthoritieg 
reported  that  a  Protestant  drumming 
party  entered  the  town  of  Markothill  on 
Saturday  last.  They  did  not  assault 
any  Eoman  Oatholio  inhabitants,  or 
enter  their  dwellings.  The  Hev.  Mr. 
Short  did  not  complain  to  the  police  of 
having  been  assaulted ;  but  a  msa 
named  Edward  Bhort  complained  of 
some  party  having  obalienged  him  and 
used  party  ezpresaioos.  The  drumming 
party  also  charged  the  Bomau  Catholics 
with  having  likewise  used  party  expres- 
sions. The  whole  case  waa  laid  before 
the  magistrates  at  Petty  Sessions ;  and 
after  hearing  all  the  oircumstances  in 
open  Court  they  directed  that  the  police 
should  not  prosecute,  as  it  waa  open  to 
Edward  Short  to  proceed  by  summoiuif 
he  chose  to  do  bo. 

RAILWAYS— STATE  ACQUISITION  OF 
TBDNE  UKES. 

Mb  watt  (Olasgow,  Cbmlaohie) 
asked  Ur.  Chancellor  of  the  Ezoheqner, 
Whether,  having  regard  to  the  euormons 
growth  of  taxation  during  recent  years 
in  inverse  ratio  to  the  conditioa  of  trade 
and  commerce,  he  will,  during  the  Ke- 
CBBS,  take  into  consideration  the  qnestioD 
of  the  acquisition  of  the  trunk  lines  of 
railway  by  the  State,  with  a  view  to 
further  enhance  public  satefy  and  aSbid 
greater  facilities  to  the  tiading  ooin- 
munity  by  the  establishment  of  a  oni- 
form  administration,  and  as  oaloulated 
to  prove  a  large  souroe  of  revenue  to 
the  country? 

The  OnAXCELIX)B  ofthbEXOHB- 
Ql'Ell  ^Mr.  Goschejt)  (St.  George's, 
Hanover  Square) :  No,  Sir.  I  must 
frankly  say  that  I  am  not  prepared  to 
con»idor  the  policy  of  acquiring  the 
gr(<ai  trunk  railways  of  the  oountiy  for 
tho  :5tat«.  1 
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POST    OFFICE— RATES     OF    POSTAGE 
FOR  NEWSPAPERS—*'  THE  MILLER." 

Mr.  PIOKERSGILL(Bethnal  Green, 
8.W.)  asked  the  Postmaster  General, 
Whether  it  is  a  fact  that  the  proprietor 
of  a  weekly  newspaper,  The  Miller^  duly 
authorised  by  the  Post  Office  in  1877  in 
a  certain  form  submitted  for  approval, 
in  which  it  has  been  published  for  the 
past  nine  years,  has  received  notice  that 
the  withdrawal  of  its  registration  will 
take  place  in  the  present  month,  after 
which  the  paper  in  question  will  no 
longer  be  transmitted  r  t  the  halfpenny 
rate  of  postage;  if  he  can  state  why 
this  publication,  consisting  of  current 
topics  and  of  articles  relating  thereto, 
with  advertisements,  and  being  printed 
and  published  in  the  United  Kingdom, 
in  numbers  at  intervals  of  not  more  than 
seven  days,  is  not  entitled  to  the  privi- 
leges of  other  newspapers ;  whether, 
having  regard  to  the  long  usage  of 
transmission  (nearly  10  years)  and  under 
various  Postmasters  General,  he  will 
consider  the  advisability  of  granting  a 
special  sanction  for  the  continuance  of 
the  terms  as  originally  granted ;  and, 
whether  the  request  of  the  proprietor 
for  an  extension  of  time  for  one  year,  to 
enable  him  to  complete  existing  con- 
tracts, has  been  refused  ? 

The  POSTMASTER  GENERAL 
(Mr.  Raikes)  (Cambridge  University) : 
The  ordinary  weekly  issue  of  The  Miller 
consists  of  about  six  pages  only;  this 
passes,  and  will  continue  to  pass,  at  a 
halfpenny  postage.  The  proprietor  of 
Ths  Miller  newspaper  has  been  informed 
that  the  monthly  Technical  Issue  of  that 
publication,  consisting  of  about  100 
pages,  will  not  be  permitted  to  pass  in 
this  country  as  a  newspaper  after  the 
end  of  the  present  month.  The  inten- 
tion of  the  Legislature  in  passing  the 
Act  of  1870  was  to  make  a  clear  dis- 
tinction between  weekly  publications  and 
those  issued  at  greater  intervals.  I  hold 
in  my  hand  copies  of  the  weekly  and  of 
the  monthly  issue  of  The  Miller,  and  the 
House  will  not  fail  to  appreciate  the 
immense  difference  between  them.  The 
one  is  really  a  newspaper,  the  other  is 
practically  a  magazine.  A  great  con- 
cession was  made  in  reducing  the  postage 
on  newspapers ;  and  I  feel  it  my  duty 
to  put  an  end  to  the  abuse  of  that  con- 
cession, which  would  otherwise  become 
very  prevalent.  Notice  to  the  proprietor 
of  The  Miller  was  given  in  April  last, 


and  I  have  intimated  to  him  that  I  must 
insist  upon  payment  of  the  legal— that 
is,  the  book — postage  after  the  end  of 
this  month. 

Mr.  PICKER8GILL  :  May  I  ask  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  whether  it  is  not 
a  fact  that  in  1878— that  is,  eight  years 
after  the  Act  to  which  he  has  referred 
was  passed — The  Miller,  substantially  in 
its  present  form,  was  registered  by  the 
Post  Office  Authorities  ? 

Mr.  RAIKES  :  I  do  not  believe  The 
Miller  was  ever  registered  in  its  present 
form ;  but  if  it  ever  was  it  must  have 
been  by  inadvertence. 

IRELAND— HORSE  BREEDING. 
Mr.  STEPHENS  ( Middlesex,  Homsey) 
asked  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
Whether,  as  the  horses  now  bred  in 
Ireland  are  acknowledged  to  be  better 
than  those  of  every  other  country,  he 
will  consider  the  advisability  of  trans- 
ferring the  public  money,  now  granted 
in  aid  of  horse  breeding,  to  some  L:ish 
industry  in  a  backward  or  undeveloped 
condition  ? 

The  CHANOELLORofthe  EXCHE- 
QUER (Mr.  Goschen)  (St.  George's, 
Hanover  Square) :  The  grant  of  £5,000 
to  which  the  hon.  Member's  Question 
refers  will  be  applied  to  the  encourage- 
ment of  cattle  breeding  as  well  as  of 
horse  breeding  in  Ireland.  It  is  quite 
true  that  Ireland  has  been  pre-eminent 
in  horse  breeding.  It  is  equally  certain, 
I  regret  to  say,  that  of  late  years  there 
has  been  a  deplorable  tendency  to  de- 
terioration in  this  respect.  The  danger 
of  a  permanent  falling-off  in  the  quality 
of  Irish  horses  and  stock  has  been  re- 
eatedly  urged  upon  the  Government 
y  the  persons  best  qualified  to  judge  ; 
and  it  is  in  order  to  avert  such  a  cala-* 
mity  that  we  are  asking  Parliament  for 
this  grant.  The  Government  is  ex- 
tremely anxious  to  do  everything  in  its 
power  to  improve  the  industrial  resources 
of  Ireland.  But  I  think  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber will  admit  that  it  is  as  important  to 
check  decay  in  a  branch  of  industry  for 
which  experience  has  shown  Ireland  to 
be  peculiarly  suited,  as  to  develop  others 
with  regard  to  which  success  is  more  or 
less  problematical. 

MERCHANT  SHIPPING— THE  LIME- 
RICK FLOATING  DOCK. 

Mr.  FINUCANE  (Limerick,  E.)  asked 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  What  is 
the  reason  for  the  delay  in  replying  to 
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an  .'i|» [/Ilea lion  by  tho  Limerick  Har- 
bour Board  for  a  loan  to  repair  damages 
douo  to  Limerick  floating  dock;  and, 
will  the  Treasury  direct  the  immediate 
iishue  of  tho  loan,  eo  as  to  enable  the 
Board  to  make  these  necessary  repairs  ? 
Tub  SECKETARY  (Mr.  Jacksox) 
(Leeds,  N.)  :  It  was  found  necessary  to 
ruaku  certain  inquiries  as  to  the  financial 
position  of  the  Limerick  Harbour  Board. 
I  understand  that  the  reply  to  the  in- 
quiries of  the  Treasury  is  being  sent 
to-day ;  and  I  hope  on  receipt  of  it  to  be 
in  a  position  to  come  to  a  decision. 

THE  NEW  FISHERY  COMMISSION 
(CANADA  AND  THE  UNITED  STATES), 
r-  Mr.  GOURLEY  (Sunderland)  asked 
the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs,  If  it  is  intended  to  refer  Article  30 
of  the  Treaty  of  Washington,  1871,  to 
tho  New  Fishery  Commission,  as  well 
as  the  Fishery  Articles  of  the  Treaty; 
whether  the  composition  and  powers  of 
tho  Commissioners  will  be  in  accordance 
with  the  Memorandum  forwarded  by 
tlio  American  Government  on  the  22nd 
Juno,  1885;  whether  the  terms  of  the 
draft  IVotoool  submitted  by  Mr.  Adams 
to  Lord  Clarendon  in  1866  will  also  form 
part  of  the  reference ;  and,  if  the  Alaskan 
Seal  Fisheries  disputes  are  also  to  be 
referred  to  the  now  Commissioners  for 
adjustment;  if  not,  can  he  state  for 
what  reason  ? 

Tub  under  SEORETAEY  or 
STATE  (Sir  James  Fergusson)  (Man- 
chester, N.E  ^ :  It  is  not  intended,  at 
present,  to  refer  to  the  new  Fishery 
Ooiu mission  Article  30,  which  relates  to 
tho  passage  of  goods  through  Canada 
and  tho  United  States  respectively, 
freely  and  without  duty.  The  Jilemo- 
ruudum  referred  to  (see  page  15  of  Par- 
liauientary  Paper,  United  States,  No.  1, 
1887)  expressed  the  views  of  the  United 
States  Governmout  at  the  time.  I  am 
not  prepared  to  say  that  it  will  limit  the 
scope  of  the  present  reference.  I  may 
refer  the  hon.  Moinbor  to  the  Marquess 
of  Salisbury's  despatch  of  March  24 
lii!st,  at  page  l>3  of  Parliamentary  Paper, 
rnitod  States,  No.  2,  1887,  for  the  views 
of  Her  Majesty's  Government  in  pro- 
p.>!^iug  tho  appointment  of  a  Commis- 
sion. The  full  terms  of  reference  have 
iu>i  yot  been  decided  upon,  and  this 
iH»iut  will  vivoivo  cou.sidoration. 

w^.*"*!   ^^'     l^'^^t^t-lii^SON     .Dundee): 
^^  la  tho  vight  hou.  Gontlomau  havoanv 


objection  to  state  who  the  other  Mem- 
bers of  the  Commission  are  to  be,  ia 
addition  to  the  right  hon.  Member  for 
West  Birmingham  (Mr.  Ohamberlain]  ? 
Sib  JAMES  FERGUS80N :  Her 
Majesty's  Minister  at  Washing^n  will 
be  one  of  the  other  Commissioners,  and 
tho  third  will  be  a  Canadian ;  but  he 
has  not  yet  been  named. 

LAW    AND   JUSTICE  —  ARREST   AND 
FLOGGING  OF  A  CHILD  AT  RIPLEY. 

Sm    WALTER    FOSTER    (Derby, 
Ilkeston)  asked  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Home  Department,  Whether  he 
has  received  a  Report  from  a  Committee 
of  County  Magistrates  held  at  Derby  od 
9th  August,  to  consider  the    case  of 
James  Smith  Buckberry,  who  was  flogged 
at  Ripley  on  11th  July;  whether  tho 
magistrates  have  in  any  way  censured 
or  punished  the  police  for  their  conduct 
in  arresting  the  child  in  the  middle  of 
the  night,  or  for  the  manner  in  which 
the  sentence  of  four  strokes  with  a  birch 
rod  was  inflicted ;  whether  he  is  aware 
that  it  was  disclosed  at  the  inquiry  that 
the  rod  used  in  flogging  the  child  had 
been  shortened  before  it  was  shown  to 
the  magistrates  ;  whether  he  is  aware 
that  two  large  public  meetings  held  at 
Ilkeston  on  August  17th  and  1 8th  have, 
by  Resolutions,   protested   against  the 
punishment  inflicted  on  James  Smith 
Buckberry,  expressed  the  public  belief 
in  his  innocence,  and  demanded  a  fur- 
ther public  inquiry  at  Ilkeston  on  ac- 
count of  the  dissatisfaction  felt  at  the 
place  (Derby)   of  the  magistrates'  in- 
quiry, the  short  notice  given  of  it,  and 
the  refusal  of  the  magistrates  to  adjourn 
it,  in  order  to  give  time  for  further  evi- 
dence to  be  brought  forward ;  and,  whe- 
ther, under  these  circumstances^  he  will 
order  a  public  inquiry  to  be  held  at 
Ilkeston,  and  will  carefully  consider  any 
evidence  submitted  to  him  in  proof  of 
the  child's  innocence ;  and,   if  satisfied 
thereof,  grant  him  a  free  pardon  ? 

The  secretary  of  STATE  (Mr. 
Matthews)  (Birmingham,  £.) :  I  have 
received  a  full  and  exhaustive  Beport 
from  the  County  Police  Committee  in 
reference  to  this  case.  Thej  report  that 
the  arrest  of  so  young  a  boj  in  the 
middle  of  the  night  was  Yvtj  unneces- 
sary and  injudicious;  and  that  the  case 
of  very  juvenile  offenders,  uoleas  under 
special  circumstances,  might  be  dealt 
with  on  summons  without  arrest.    Thoy 
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also  state  that  no  special  instructions  to 
that  effect  have  boon  given  to  the  police, 
and  that  the  invariable  practice  has 
been  to  arrest  in  all  cases  of  alleged 
felony ;  and,  under  the  circumstances, 
thoy  do  not  consider  the  constables  were 
open  to  serious  blame  for  the  arrest. 
Thoy  report  that  they  consider  the 
charge  of  undue  severity  against  the 
police  in  the  infliction  of  the  penalty 
has  not  been  made  out.  It  was  proved 
at  the  inquiry  that  the  birch  rod  had 
boon  shortened.  I  am  aivare  that  publio 
meetings  have  been  held  as  suggested. 
I  regret  that  the  magistrates  did  not  And 
it  possible  to  give  longer  notice  of  the 
inquiry,  and  to  hold  it  at  Ilkeston  ;  but 
I  iind  that  four  witnesses,  including  Dr. 
Tobin  and  the  boy*s  mother,  were  heard 
on  behalf  of  the  boy,  and  that  every 
material  fact  as  to  the  arrest  and  the 
flogging  was  brought  before  the  magis- 
trates, so  that  further  inquiry  could 
throw  no  additional  light  on  the  case, 
which  is  ripe  for  judgment.  I  concur 
with  the  magistrates  in  their  condemna- 
tion of  the  arrest ;  and  I  think  it  is  clear 
that  the  punishment  of  the  boy  was  far 
too  severe.  That  seems  to  have  been 
due  in  part  to  the  character  of  the  rod 
used  and  in  part  to  the  delicate  state  of 
the  boy.  I  have  already  given  directions 
for  the  issue  of  a  Circular,  which  will,  I 
hope,  prevent  any  such  occurrences  in 
future  ;  and  I  shall  be  happy  to  consider 
any  evidence  submitted  to  me  in  proof 
of  the  boy's  innocence  of  the  original 
charge. 

Mr.  CHANNING  (Northampton,  E.) 
asked,  Whether  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man would  prohibit  the  infliction  of 
punishment  of  this  kind  by  policemen 
in  the  absence  of  a  magistrate  or  some 
person  of  position  superior  to  that  of 
the  police  ? 

Mr.  MATTHEWS :  I  am  afraid  I 
have  no  authority  by  law  to  prohibit  a 
sontence  which  the  Statute  imposes  being 
carried  out  by  the  Legal  Authorities.  All 
I  can  do  is  to  offer  recommendations  to 
them.  I  have  not  the  terms  of  the  Cir- 
cular I  have  issued ;  but  it  recommended 
in  general  terms  that  in  the  case  of  young 
offenders  a  birch  rod  of  a  certain  size 
should  be  used,  and  that  on  the  question 
of  the  health  of  the  child  a  medical  man 
should  bo  consulted. 

Mr.  CHANNING  :  Will  some  superior 
person  be  present  at  the  time  of  the  in- 
fliction of  the  punishment  ? 


Mr.  MATTHEWS :  The  Act  of  Par- 
liament  does  not  require  that.  It  says 
that  the  punishment  is  to  be  inflicted  by 
some  police  constable. 

WAR  OFFICE  (ORDNANCE  DEPART- 
MENTS-CONVERSION OF  ENFIELD- 
MARTINI  RIFLES. 

Mr.  HANBURY  (Preston)  asked  tho 
Secretary  of  State  for  War,  What  is  the 
actual  number  of  Enfield-Martini  rifles 
which  have  been  turned  out  at  Enfield 
Lock  and  by  private  firms ;  what  has 
been  their  actual  cost ;  by  the  advice  of 
what  Committee  or  other  skilled  autho- 
rity was  the  pattern  of  this  arm  sealed, 
and  at  what  date  did  their  manufacture 
finally  cease  ;  whether  they  are  already 
being  converted  into  the  Martini-Henry, 
which  they  were  designed  to  supersede ; 
whether  there  is  already  a  sufficient  sup- 
ply of  the  Martini-Henry  arm  now  that 
a  magazine  rifle  with  a  much  smaller 
bore  is  about  to  be  adopted  ;  what  will 
be  the  fresh  cost  of  re-boring  and  re- 
rifling  the  barrel  of  the  new  Enfield- 
Martini  to  the  calibre  of  tho  Martini- 
Henry  rifle;  whether  any,  And,  if  so, 
what,  amount  of  ammunition  has  been 
manufactured  for  the  use  of  the  Enfield- 
Martini  with  its  present  bore ;  and,  what 
other  alterations,  in  addition  to  the  re- 
boring  of  the  barrel,  will  be  necessary, 
and  at  what  cost,  to  convert  the  Enfield* 
Martini  rifle,  as  a  whole,  to  the  pattern 
of  the  older  weapon  ? 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  (Mr. 
E-  Stanhope)  (Lincolnshire,  Horncastle): 
In  answer  to  the  first  two  Questions  of 
my  hon.  Friend,  I  may  say  that  65,000 
Enfield-Martini  rifles  have  been  com- 
pleted, and  others  are  in  various  stages 
of  advancement.  Their  cost  is  estimated 
at  £2  12«.  per  rifle.  They  have  all  been 
manufactured  at  Enfield.  In  answer  to 
the  third  Question,  the  pattern  was  re- 
commended bv  the  Small  Arms  Commit- 
tee,  and  it  was  adopted  pending  the 
introduction  of  a  magazine  rifle.  In 
answer  to  the  remaining  Questions,  I 
may  say  that  as  the  bore  of  the  new 
magazine  rifle  is  to  be  less  than  0*4,  and 
as  it  was  out  of  the  question  to  have  a 
third  bore  in  the  hands  of  the  troops,  it 
has  now  been  decided  to  convert  these 
rifles  into  Martini- Henrys,  of  which  the 
supplies  will  not  be  sufficient  to  last 
until  the  magazine  rifle  can  be  issued. 
The  total  cost  of  adapting  each  rifle  will 
I  be  6«.  6J.,  and  as  they  have  the  samQ 
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external  diameter  the  result  will  be  a 
barrel  of  practically  the  same  weight 
and  strength  as  the  present  arm.  Some 
ammunition  has  been  manufactured  for 
the  Enfield-Martini  rifle,  but  it  can  all 
be  utilized  without  expense. 

Mr.  HANBURY  :  What  other  parts 
of  the  rifle  besides  the  barrel  will  have 
to  be  altered  ? 

Mr.  E.  STANHOPE:  Only  a  very 
few  of  them.  Some  of  them  of  the  earlier 
manufacture  will  have  to  be  modified. 

LOCAL    GOVERNMENT   BOARD-JUBI- 
LEE  BONUSES-VESTRY  OFFICIALS. 

Mr.  SHIRLEY  (Yorkshire,  W.R., 
Doncaster)  asked  the  President  of  the 
Local  Government  Board,  Whether  his 
attention  has  been  called  to  the  case  of 
Mr.  T.  Oox,  at  the  Bow  Street  Police 
Court,  on  Wednesday,  31st  August,  and 
the  granting  of  Jubilee  bonuses  to  Vestry 
officials  out  of  the  rates ;  whether  such 
bonuses  have  been  paid  with  the  know- 
ledge and  consent  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board;  and,  if  so,  in  respect  of 
what  services  rendered;  and,  whether 
such  bonuses  have  ever  been  paid  before 
the  present  year  in  the  parishes  of  St. 
Giles  -  in  -  the  -  Fields  and  St.  George, 
Bloomsbury  ? 

The  PKESIDENT  (Mr.  Ritchie) 
(Tower  Hamlets,  St.  George's):  The 
Local  Government  Board  have  not  sanc- 
tioned the  granting  of  Jubilee  bonuses 
to  Yestry  officials  out  of  the  rates ;  and 
they  have  no  knowledge  that  any  such 
payments  have  been  made,  either  in  the 
present  year  or  in  past  years.  In  a 
letter  of  a  Vestryman,  which  appeared 
in  The  Standard  of  to-day,  it  is  stated 
that  no  such  payments  have,  in  fact, 
been  made  to  any  officer  or  servant  of 
the  Vestry  ;  and  that  the  sums  referred 
to  were  granted  for  expenses  incurred 
under  recent  Statutes  for  services  in  con- 
nection with  the  registration  of  voters. 

LICENSING     ACTS— REFUSAL    OF 
LICENCE   AT    STOWMARKET. 

Mr.  BLANE  (Armagh,  S.)  asked  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  De- 
partment, If  he  is  aware  that  the  pre- 
sent proprietor  of  the  **  King's  Head," 
Stowmarket,  has  been  refused  his  licence, 
and  that  his  predecessors,  at  the  last 
licensing  day,  applied  for  a  renewal  in 
their  name  and  obtained  same,  although 
they  live  out  of  the  locality  and  do  not 

Mr.  E.  Stanhope 


in  any  way  take  part  in  the  business, 
and  that  Johnson,  the  present  proprietor, 
pays  the  late  holders  for  permission  to 
trade  in  their  name ;  and,  if  such  action 
is  legal  ? 

The  SEORETAEY  of  STATE  (Mr. 
Matthews)  (Birmingham,  E.),  in  reply, 
said,  he  had  no  information  with  regard 
to  the  circumstances  referred  to.  If  the 
facts  were  fully  stated,  they  would  involye 
in  answer  the  expression  of  a  legal  opi- 
nion as  to  the  action  of  the  lacensing 
Authority.  It  was  not  for  him  to  express 
any  such  opinion  on  the  matter,  and  it 
was  one  that  must  be  dealt  with  by  the 
Local  Authority. 

THE   MAaiSTBAOY   (SCOTLAND)— THE 
COUNTY  FI8CALS  AT  GREENOCK. 

Me.    OUNNINGHAME    GRAHAM 

(Lanark,  N.W.)  asked  the  Lord  Adro- 
cate,  Whether  he  is  aware  that  the  case 
of  JohnM'Giyeran,  assaulted  bj  a  pohce- 
man  at  Greenock,  was  inquired  into  by 
the  Oounty  Fiscals ;  whether  they  cany 
on  a  private  practice  under  the  title  of 
Blair  and  Cameron ;  whether  that  firm 
represented  ex-policeman  Innes  at  the 
Licensing  Oourt;  and,  whether  the  state- 
ments of  the  witnesses  can  now  be  ob- 
tained ? 

The  LOED  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  J.  H.  A. 
Ma^odonald)  (Edinburgh  and  St.  An- 
drew's Uniyersities) :  I  answer  the  first 
three  paragraphs  in  the  affirmative ;  but 
I  have  to  repeat  what  I  stated  formerly, 
that  the  case  was  one  for  the  Burgh 
Procurator  Fiscal — Mr.  Aold — who  in- 
vestigated it  at  the  time,  and  came  to 
the  same  conclusion.  I  cannot  supply 
the  hon.  Member  with  the  statements 
of  witnesses  and  precognitions. 

CRIME     (METROPOLIS)  —  BODIES    OF 

INFANTS    FOUND    IN    THE 

RIVIER  LEA. 

Me.  PICKER8GILL  (Bethnal  Green, 
S.W.)  asked  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Home  Department,  Whether  his  at- 
tention  has  been  drawn  to  the  fact  that 
no  fewer  than  eight  bodies  of  infants 
were  recovered  from  the  River  Lea 
during  the  month  of  August ;  whether 
special  efforts  have  been  made  to  ascer- 
tain under  what  circumstances  the  in- 
fants were  placed  in  the  Kiver;  and, 
whether  he  has  any  information  on  the 
subject  which  he  can  communicate  to  the 
House  ? 
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The  SECEETARY  of  STATE  (Mr. 
Matthews)  (Birmingham,  E.) :  I  have 
made  inquiry  of  the  Metropolitan  Police, 
and  they  inform  me  that  only  two  cases 
are  known  to  them  of  children  found 
drowned  in  the  Eiver  Lea  during  the 
month  of  August.  One  was  the  case  of 
a  female  child  found  on  the  27th  ultimo, 
in  which  case  the  verdict  was  **  Found 
Drowned ;  "  the  other  was  of  a  female 
child  found  on  the  29th,  in  which  case 
the  verdict  was  **  Stillborn."  I  have  no 
further  information  which  I  can  com- 
municate to  the  House. 

LAW  AND  POLICE  (METROPOLIS)  — 
ADMISSION  OF  WITNESSES  TO  A 
STATION   HOUSE. 

Mr.  PICKEESGILL  (Bethnal  Green, 
S.W.)  asked  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Home  Department,  What  are  the 
instructions  given  to  the  Metropolitan 
Police  with  regard  to  the  claim  of  an 
independent  witness  to  be  admitted  to  a 
station  house,  in  order  to  a  make  a  state- 
ment in  favour  of  a  person  in  custody, 
when  the  latter  is  charged  ? 

The  SEOEETAEY  of  STATE  (Mr. 
Matthews)  (Birmingham,  E.):  There 
are  no  instructions  beyond  a  General 
Police  Order  to  the  effect  that  persons 
who  come  to  a  police  station  as  witnesses 
when  a  charge  is  being  made  are  not  to 
be  taken  into  custody  or  charged  with 
being  concerned  in  the  offence,  so  that 
there  may  be  nothing  to  prevent  persons 
from  appearing  who  can  give  important 
evidence ;  and  so  that  there  may  be  no 
appearance  of  a  desire  by  the  police  to 
suppress  evidence  in  any  case,  especially 
when  the  charge  is  concerned  with  the 
conduct  of  the  police  themselves. 

LAW  AND  JUSTICE  (SCOTLAND)  — 
WRONGOUS  APPREHENSION  AND  IM- 
PRISONMENT  OF  JOHN  THOMSON 
AND  DUNCAN  LEITCH,  GLASGOW. 

Mr.  a.  SUTHERLAND  (Sutherland) 
asked  the  Lord  Advocate,  Whether  his 
attention  has  been  called  to  the  case  of 
wrongous  apprehension  and  imprison- 
ment of  two  young  men  named  respec- 
tively John  Thomson  and  Duncan  Leitch, 
at  Whiteinch,  near  Glasgow,  on  21st 
July  last,  on  a  charge  of  housebreaking ; 
whether,  though  there  was  no  evidence 
against  them,  they  were  detained  in 
prison  for  12  days;  whether  they  were 
repeatedly  marched   through    crowded 


thoroughfares  manacled,  as  described  by 
themselves  in  The  Glasgow  Daily  Mail; 
and,  whether,  in  consideration  of  the 
hardship,  public  exposure,  and  loss  of 
employment  thus  entailed  upon  inno- 
cent young  men  of  unstained  character, 
he  will  cause  a  thorough  and  impartial 
investigation  to  be  made  into  the  conduct 
of  the  police  in  this  case  ? 

TheLOED  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  J.  H.  A. 
Maodoxald)  (Edinburgh  and  St.  An- 
drew's Universities)  :  This  was  not  a 
case  of  wrongous  apprehension.  The 
police  and  the  Public  Prosecutor  had 
before  them  the  evidence  of,  at  least, 
three  respectable  witnesses,  who  posi- 
tively identified  the  men  as  having  com- 
mitted the  crime ;  and  the  latter  had  no 
alternative  but  to  put  them  on  their  trial, 
and  would  have  failed  in  his  duty  to  the 
public  and  to  them  had  he  not  done  so. 
The  defence  was  an  alihiy  and  was  suc- 
cessful. The  case  was  on  the  day  of  trial 
adjourned,  at  the  request  of  the  accused, 
in  consequence  of  the  absence  of  im- 
portant witnesses  for  the  defence.  The 
necessity  of  the  case  required  that  they 
should  be  twice  brought  to  the  Court  at 
Paisley  from  prison,  and  they  were  con- 
veyed with  as  little  publicity  as  possible. 
The  Court  House  at  Paisley  abuts  on 
the  railway  station ;  and  in  Glasgow 
they  were  conveyed  by  cab  through  the 
streets  between  the  station  and  the 
prison. 

CENTRAL  ASIA—THE  AFGHAN  FRON- 
TIER  DELIMITATION— RECOGNITION 
OF  SERVICES. 

Mr.  COQHILL  (Newcastle-under- 
Lyme)  asked  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War,  In  what  way  he  proposes  to  re- 
cognize the  services  of  Sir  W.  Bidgeway, 
Captain  A.  F.  Barrow,  and  Captain  F. 
de  Laessoe,  the  three  officers  entrusted 
with  the  negotiations  for  the  delimi- 
tation of  the  Afghan  frontier  line,  which 
have  been  brought  to  such  a  successful 
issue  ? 

The  under  SECRETARY  op 
STATE  FOB  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  (Sir 
James  Fergtjsson)  (Manchester,  N.E.) 
rwho  replied)  said :  In  reply  to  the 
Question  of  the  hon.  Member,  I  would 
submit  that  it  is  not  very  desirable  that 
statements  in  advance  in  regard  to  the 
bestowals  of  awards  for  good  service 
should  be  made  in  Parliament.  The 
question  of  the  bestowal  of  honours  in 
this  case  will  receive  the  consideration 
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of   Iler    Majesty's   Governmeiit    as    a  made  wiUi  the  Australasian  Oolonies,  to 

whole.  declare  her   sovereignty  over    British 

I'f  6w  Grill  Ilea 
NEW  GUINEA  —  ANNEXATION  —  SiR  GEORGE  CAMPBELL  was  under- 
BRITISH  SETTLEMENT  ACT.  stood  to  give  Notice  that  he  would 
Sir  GEOEGE  CAMPBELL  (Kirk  oppose  the  BilL  ^  ,  ^^^  . ,  , 
caldy,&c.)  asked  the  Secretary  of  State  ,  Sib  HENBY  HOLLAND  said,  the 
for  the  Colonies,  Whether,  in  the  event  J^on.  Memher  had  hlocked  the  Bill  under 
of  the  compliance  of  the  Australian  a  false  understanding  altogether,  as  was 
Colonies  with  the  terms  on  which  Her  further  shown  hy  the  Notice  ^  he  had 
Majesty's  Government  have  expressed  just  given.  The  Bill  had  nothing  to  do 
their  willingness  to  annex  the  portion  of  directly  and  speciaUy  with  New  Guinea ; 
New  Guinea  not  claimed  by  Germany  aud,  as  he  had  just  stated,  did  not  Con- 
or Holland,  Her  Majesty's  Government  ^^y  ^^J  powers  on  Her  Majesty  that  she 
propose  to  act  on  the  opinion  of  their  ^^  uot  already  possess,  except  as  to 
Law  Advisers  (quoted  at  page  136,  vol.  creating  Courts  of  Appeal.  He  had 
ii.  of  Proceedings  of  the  Coionial  Confer-  already  explained  that  m  a  letter  to 
gficg\  the  hon.  Member,  and  he  begged  him  to 

"that  the  territorj',  when  annexed,  must  be  ^^a^J^rT^dnav^ nA\fl>llJ?TT  .  T  \.^^ 

taken  to  have  been  acquired  by  setUemont  and  o"  U-ifiUliUi!i   t»AMf  15J!iLiLi :  1  beg 

not  by  conquest  or  cession ;  *'  to  ask,  whether  or  not  Her  Majesty's 

and.  if  they  really  intend  to  treat  that  J'7^^i"A„"!fr.!^!  ^Ll^^. '° 

territory  as  settled  by  Her  Majesty's  ^,.^^9    '*"'     "'«**-  —  -      —   - 


treat  New  Guinea  as  a  British  Posses- 
sion 


subjects,  and  to  constitute  a  "British  ^  *  xTxixTrfc-^r tt/\t t  a-ktt^     #^  _x  •  1 

Settlement,"  80  as  to  render  applicable  Sib  HENEY  HOLLAND :  Certainly, 

Act  23  &  24  Fiet.  c.   121,  or  the  new  °"" 

British    Settlements  Act,  in  case  that  UNITED  STATES— PAUPEE  EMIGRANTS 

should  be  passed  into  law  ?  FBOM  IBELAND. 

Tub  SECRETAET  of  STATE  (Sir  T>r  m  if  ttwatv  /t  .  -j  ^M^ 
Heney  Holland)  (Hampstead):  The  ^S"  J' ??•  .^^^^^/^"^'^J^  ?^ 
hon.  Member  has  correctly  stated  the  "ked  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
intentions  of  Her  Majesty's  Govern-  Foreign  Affaj™,  H  it  is  intended  to  pro- 
ment,  who  in  such  a  matter  are  guided  sent  further  Papers  aa  to  the  objection 
l.y  the  opinion  of  the  Law  AdVisers.  f  *^«  American  Goyemment  to  the 
There  is  no  doubt  that  the  territory  of  ""f "^S  ot  pauper  emigrants  from  Ire- 
British  New  Guinea,  over  which  it  is  land,  and,  can  he  state  if  any  condu- 
intended    to    proclaim     the     Queen's  <^°^^^  ^een  oome  to  by  the  Govern- 

^::::Tt:^:rJfj2iTt,i^^:.j^^y,r^^^  seoretary  o. 

c.  121.    As  a  matter  of  fact,  for  a  long  ^^^^^  ^''  f^^  FmauBSOw)  (Man- 

lime  past  missionary,  trading,  and  other  Sj'®''*^''  ^.K) :   There  are  no  further 

settlements    have    been   mide  on  the  fT'f^  ^*•  **"?  -•!*?«'«?  ^®?  "'S*  *''' 

Coast  of  New  Guinea,  and  in  some  cases  l?st  collection  laid  (Parliamentary  Paper. 

have  been  maintained ;  and,  as  I  pre-  ^*'-  t'  ^"**^  ^^"^  ^^Vl'   ^°  *« " 

viously  stated,  any  delay  in  establishing  ?*°°  has  been  come  to  yet  by  Her  Ma- 

theQueen'ssovereigntyin  British  New  J®*T^/S°;[?".S^"*TV    T    •*  ♦„     *i.  * 

Guinea  would  tend  to  cause  great  injury  „.*^*- J'  ^-.iFS^^X'  ^•'*  *~"  *^f* 

to  the  Natives.     I  may  add  that  thi  ?'!^^%S**'''"^^%^®1^^  «?^f?!2P^? 

British  Settlements  Bill  gives  no  further  *°  "^®  ^??,Ta°i^»?.^G^i^  M*"  * 

powers  to  Her  Majesty  as  to  adminis-  ,  ^.f  ^,^}^^  FERGU8S0N  «ud, 


tration  than  she  at  present  possesses  f^tljer  letter  on  the  matter  waa  before 

under  the  existing  Act.  **»«  **»  Departments  of  the  two  Go- 

X         ,    X       »    .,      ^       .      ,     „.  vemments;  and,  as  he  had  stated,  no 

In  reply  to  a  further  Question  by  Sir  decision  had  been  come  to. 

George  CampbeU,  Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  Can  the  right 

Sib  HENBY  HOLLAND  said,  it  had  hon.  Gentleman  give  us  any  idea  when 

been  stated  a  long  time  ago  that  Her  the  further  Papers  will  be  presented  f 

Majesty  was  prepared,  on  certain  legls-  Sm  JAMES  FEBGUS^N :    There 

lation  being  passed  by  the  Queensland  can  be  no  further  Papers  until  some 

Parliament,  and  an  arrangement  being  conclusion  is  arrived  at ;  and  I  am  ua- 

/dimet  Fergutson 
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able  to  say  vbat  will  'be  the  course  of 

tlio  negotiations. 

Me.  T.  M.  REALT  :  I  will  take  the 
liberty  of  asking  the  right  hon.  Oentli 
man,  whether  the  Foreign  Office  is  i 
communicntion  with  the  Irish  Office  to 
prevent  the  landing  of  further  paupe; 
OLuigrants  until  this  quoation  has  beei 
settled  betweeo  the  United  States  anc 
Great  Britaia  ? 

Sir  JAMES  FEEGUSSON:  I  think 
I  must  ask  the  boo.  and  learned  Uom- 
ber  to  give  Notice  of  that  Question. 

THE  CHURCH  OF  ENGLAND  IN  THE 
COLONIES— THE  SEE  OF  NATAL. 

Mk.  SUMMERS  (Huddersfield)  asked 
the  First  Lord  of,the  Treasury,  Whether, 
seeing  that  the  decisions  of  the  Judicial 
Committee  of  the  Privy  Council  sboi 
that  a  Bishop  nominated  by  the  Crown 
and  consecrated  by  the  Arohbiehop  of 
Canterbury  will  be  a  euccesaor  to  the 
Into  Bishop  of  Natal  for  all  practical 
2>urpoaes,  and  seeing  that  the  members 
of  the  Church  of  England  in  Natal  will 
be  perfectly  satisfied  with  such  an 
appointment,  the  Crown  will  nominate 
Sir  G.  Cox  (who  has  been  unanimously 
indicated  by  the  Church  Council  of 
Natal  aa  acceptable),  or  some  other  fit 
person  to  the  vacant  see  7 

The  first  LORD  (Mr.  W.  H. 
Smith)  (Strand,  Westminster):  I  must 
refer  the  hon.  Member  to  the  answer  I 
gave  him  on  the  18th  ultimo  tn  reply  to 
a  somewhat  similar  question.  As  I 
then  stated,  Her  Majesty's  Government 
do  not  intend  to  reverse  the  decision 
which  has  been  adhered  to  up  to  the 
present,  not  to  take  any  action  in  the 
absence  of  an  application  from  the  Arch- 
bishop of  Canterbury  for  a  mandate. 

THE  TREATY  WITH  CHINA-"  ENG- 
LAND" T.  "GREAT  BRITAIN." 

Dr.  CLARK  (Caithness)  asked  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury,  Why  the 
word  "England"  is  used  in  the  Treaty 
with  China,  just  issued,  instead  of 
"Groat  Britain?" 

Mr.  hunter  (Aberdeen,  N.)  also 
asked,  Whether  in  the  Convention  be- 
tween Her  Majesty  and  His  Majesty 
the  Emperor  of  China,  relative  to  Bur- 
mah  and  Thibet,  of  24th  July,  1B86,  in 
Articles  1,  2,  3,  and  4,  the  name  of 
"England"  alone  is  mentioned  as  one 
of  the  contracting  parties;  whether  the 


separate  use  of  the  name  "  England  " 
in  diplomatic  documents  intended  to 
bind  the  United  Kingdom  meets  bis 
approval;  and,  whether  such  usage  is 
consistent  with  the  terms  of  the  Act  of 
Union  betveen  England  and  Scotland? 
The  FlfiST  LORD  (Mr.  W.  H. 
Smith)  (Strand,  Westminster):  The 
Correspondence  relative  to  the  Treaty 
with  China  to  which  my  attention  has 
been  called  by  the  hon.  Members  was 
carried  on  by  telegraph.  The  Preamble 
of  the  Treaty  states  it  is  between  Her 
Majesty  the  Queen  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  Empress  of  India,  and  His 
Majesty  the  Emperor  of  China.  In 
Articles  1,  2,  and  4  England  appears  as 
the  agreeing  party.  The  term  "  Great 
Britain"  or  "the  United  Kingdom" 
would,  no  doubt,  have  been  the  correct 
term  to  use ;  and  had  there  been  time 
to  refer  the  text  of  the  draft  Convention 
home  before  the  signature  the  text 
would  have  been  amended  accordingly. 
Time  was  an  object,  however;  and  as 
the  test  was  approved  by  the  Emperor 
of  China   the  Convention  was  laid  as 

Dr.  CLARK  asked,  whether  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  was  aware  that 
the  use  of  the  word  "  England  "  in  such 
a  connection  was  a  direct  breach  of 
Article  1  of  the  Act  of  Union  between 
Scotland  and  England  7 

Mr.  W.  H.  smith  said,  it  was  only 
a  telegraphic  error,  or  rather  the  inad- 
vertent adoption  of  the  one  word  used  for 
brevity  in  telegraphing;  but,  as  the 
Treaty  had  been  rati£ed,  the  error 
could  not  be  corrected.  Undoubtedly 
there  had  been  no  intention  whatever 
cither  to  violate  the  Union  or  to  do  any 
violence  to  the  just  susceptibilities  of 
the  hon.  Gentleman  opposite. 

Mb.  M.  J.  KENNY  (Tyrone,  Mid.) : 
When  the  right  hon.  Qentleman  says 
that  either  "Great  Britain"  or  "the 
United  Kingdom  "  would  be  the  proper 
term  to  use,  does  he  recognize  no  differ- 
ence between  the  terms  ? 

Mr.  W.  H.  smith  :  The  short  term 
was  used,  and  the  diplomatists  ought  to 
have  amended  it.  There  was  no  inten- 
tion whatever  to  depart  &om  the  usual 
language. 

Dr.  OLARK:  WiU  the  Treaty  ba 
amended,  or  do  the  Qovemment  take 
upon  themselves  the  responsibility  of 
signing  a  Treaty  which  is  contrary  to 
Act  of  Parliament  and  pereisling  in 
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BO  doing  after  their  attention  has  been 
called  to  it  ? 

Mh.  W.  H.  smith  :  The  Treaty 
signed    and    ratified,   and    therefore 
cannot  be  altered.     The  error,  which  I 
legret,  cannot  be  corrected  unless  we  g 
through    the  process  of  reaounciog 
Treaty  which  is  desired  by  all  parties. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Longford,  N.) : 
May  I  ask,  is  it  a  fact  that  the  Treaty 
was  drafted  by  aa  Irishman  —  Mr. 
O'Connor  ? 

Mb.  W.   H.  SMITH  :  I  belieye  so. 


CRIMINAL     LAW     AND      PROCEDUKE 

(IRELAND)    ACT— PROSECUTION 

MR.  JOHN  HAYDEN. 

Mb.  TUITE  (Weatmeath,  N.) :  Iwiah 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  tiie  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  a  Question  of 
which  I  hare  given  him  private  Notice, 
Whether  Mr.  John  Hayden,  Town  Com- 
missioner, editor  of  ITie  JFatmsatk  Exa- 
tnitur,  Mullingar,  and  brother  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  South  Leitrim,  haa 
been  served  with  a  summons  under  the 
Crimes  Aot ;  what  is  the  nature  of  the 
charge  against  Mr.  Hayden  ;  when  and 
where  the  offence  was  committed  ;  and 
by  whoso  direction  the  prosecution  wa& 
instituted  P 

The  chief SECEETAEY  (Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfoub)  (Manchester,  E.) :  I  have  not 
had  time  to  obtain  the  information  the 
hon.  Gentleman  asks  for,  as  I  only  got 
notice  of  the  Question  a  few  moments 
ago. 

Me.  hayden  (Leitrim,  8.) :  May  I 

Me.  SPEAKEE;  Order,  Order! 

Subsequently, 

Mr.  TUITE  said,  I  wish  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary,  whether  he  will  give 
me  the  information  I  have  just  asked 
for  before  tho  House  adjourns  this  even- 
ing— if  ho  will  be  able  to  state  whether 
the  prosecution  of  Mr.  Hayden  is  due  to 
the  fact  that  both  himself  and  his 
brother  are  political  opponents  of  the 
Government  ? 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOIIE :  I  can  an- 
swer the  last  part  of  the  Question  at 
once.  That  is  certainly  not  the  ground 
for  the  prosecution,  if  prosecution  there 
bo.  I  have,  however,  no  information  on 
tho  subject ;  but  I  will  at  onco  send  and 
inquire  what  the  facts  are,  and,  if  I  can, 
I  will  tell  tho  bou.  Gentleman  to-night; 
J>r.  Clark 


if  not,  perhaps  be  will  Idndly  pid  Ui 
Question  down  for  to-monow. 

BUSINIISS  OF  THK  HOUSE. 

Mb.  H.  GABDNBR  (Emx,  8a&n 
Walden)  aaked,  when  the  Oovenunnt 
intended  to  proceed  with  the  Allotmenti 
BiU? 

Thb  FIBST  LOSD  of  the  TREl- 
STTBY  (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith)  (Stnnd, 
WeBtminster)  :  I  hope  to  be  able  to  do 
so  on  Monday,  after  Oommittae  of  Sup- 
ply. 

Mb.  JESBE  COUJNG8  CBirming- 
ham,  Bordesley)  naked,  whether  tksBiQ 
would  be  taken  at  any  hoar  at  whieli  it 
might  be  reached  on  Monday? 

Me.  W.  H.  smith  :  Well,  I  thinkit 
must  be  taken  on  Monday  imdet  uy 
circumstances;  and  I  hope  the  Houw 
will  make  suob  prog^reas  in  Supply  u 
will  enable  ns  to  proceed  with  it  at  i 
reasonable  hour. 

Mr.  BTJET  (Morpeth) :  B  it  the  io- 
teotion  of  the  Govenuuent  to  take  the 
Coal  Mines,   &o.    Begnlation  Bill  te- 


Mr.  W.  H.  smith  :  Ym,  it  is. 

Mr.  mason  (Lanark,  Mid}  asksd, 
whether  the  Technical  Sohoola  (Scot- 
land) Bill  would  be  taken  to-night  F 

Mb.  W.  H.  smith  said,  he  wu 
afraid  there  was  little  chaooe  of  dia 
Bill  being  taken  to-night. 

BULGARIA. 

Db.  tanner  (Cork  Co.,  Mid)  asked 
the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  a  Question  of  which  he  had 
given  prirate  Notice,  Whettier  it  was 
the  case,  as  had  been  stated,  that  the 
Forte  had  accepted  a  Baasian  propoul 
to  send  General  Emroth  on  a  special 
Mission  to  Bulgaria  ;  and  whether  sack 

Mission  would  not  be  a  riolation  of 
the  Treaty  of  Berlin  ? 

The  under  SEORETABT  of 
STATE  (Sir  Jambs  Fjbequbsoh)  (Xan- 
ohoster,  K.F.)  :  I  have  not  received  any 
Notice  of  the  hon.  Member's  Qnestion; 
but,  in  any  case,  I  should  have  asked 
him  to  put  it  on  the  Paper. 

De.  TANNER  gave  Notice  that  he 
would  repeat  the  Question  on  nntrrrini 

\ 
SORTII   SEA   FISHERIES— OPPOSITION 
AT  OSTEND. 

Mr.  ADDISON  (Ashton-nnder-Lyne) 
asked  the  Secretary  to  the  Board  of 
Trade,  Whether  he  could  give  the  House 
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any  further  information  relative  to  the 
outrages  on  British  fishermen  at 
Ostend  ? 

The  SECEETAEY  (Baron  Henky 
De  Worms)  (Liverpool,  East  Toxteth) : 
I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  state,  in  answer 
to  the  Question  of  my  hon.  and  learned 
Friend,  that  the  Board  of  Trade  have 
received  very  satisfactory  information 
from  Ostend.  The  Foreign  Office  have 
communicated  to  the  Board  of  Trade 
to-day  the  substance  of  a  despatch  from 
Her  Majesty's  Minister  at  Brussels  re- 
ceived to-day,  stating  that  he  believes 
that  British  fishermen  may  now  land  their 
fish  at  Ostend  unmolested ;  and  a  further 
despatch  has  been  received  from  Consul 
General  Grattan  from  Ostend  to  the  fol- 
lowing effect : — 

**  Ramsgate  boat  arrived  this  morning ;  fish 
landed  and  sold  ;  all  quiet." 

BUSINESS  OF  THE  HOUSE -IRISH 
BUSINESS. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Longford,  N.) 
asked,  If  it  was  intended  to  take  the 
Supplomentfid  Estimates,  or  go  on  with 
them  in  their  order,  and  also  did  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  intend  to 
make  any  statement  with  regard  to  the 
course  of  Business  ? 

The  FIEST  LOED  (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith) 
(Strand,  Westminster)  said,  it  was  in- 
tended to  take  the  Estimates  in  the 
order  in  which  they  stood.  With  regard 
to  the  measures  in  which  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  was  interested,  he 
might  say  it  was  not  the  intention  of  the 
Government  to  persevere  with  the  Ulster 
Canal  and  Tyrone  Navigation  Bill  and 
several  other  Irish  Bill,  and  they  were 
not  on  the  Paper  to-night. 

Mb.  SEXTON  (Belfast,  W.) :  I  would 
ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  why  it  is 
that  he  has  determined  not  to  proceed 
with  the  Ulster  Oanal  and  Tyrone  Navi- 
gation Bill  ? 

Mr.  W.  H.  SMITH:  Simply  on  the 
ground  that  it  is  so  opposed  by  the  hon. 
Gentleman's  Friends  as  to  render  it  ex- 
ceedingly improbable  that  we  would  be 
able  to  pass  it  at  this  late  period  of  the 
Session.  If  it  is  read  a  second  time  it 
must  be  referred  to  a  Select  Committee ; 
and  the  hon.  Gentleman  can  easily 
understand  that,  under  these  circum- 
stances, it  is  impossible  to  go  on  with 
the  Bill  at  this  period  of  the  Session. 

Mr.  sexton  :  Has  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  taken  the  trouble  to  ascer- 


tain how  many  of  the  Eepresentatives 
of  Ireland  are  opposed  to  this  Bill,  and 
particularly  how  many  of  the  Irish 
Members  connected  with  the  Province 
of  Ulster  are  opposed  to  it  ? 

Mr.  W.  H.  smith  :  I  have  taken 
the  trouble  to  satisfy  myself  that  it  will 
be  met  with  violent  opposition,  which,  I 
think,  we  ought  not  to  ask  the  House 
to  encounter  at  this  period  of  the  Session. 
I  would  point  out,  however,  that  it  is 
open  to  the  Government  to  introduce 
the  Bill  early  next  Session. 

Mr.  DEASY  (Mayo,  W.)  asked, 
whether  the  Distressed  Unions  (Ireland) 
Bill  was  one  of  the  Bills  the  Govern- 
ment intended  to  drop  ? 

The  chief  SECEETAEY  for  IEE- 
LAND  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour)  (Man- 
chester, E.) :  I  have  not  much  to  add  to 
what  I  have  already  said  as  to  this  Bill 
and  the  Municipal  Eegulation  (Consta- 
bulary, &c.)  (Belfast)  Bill.  I  have  no 
intention,  because  I  believe  it  is  impos- 
sible, to  force  these  Bills  through  against 
the  determined  opposition  of  any  section 
of  the  House.  I  have  no  grounds  for 
believing  that  the  opposition  which  has 
been  announced  has  in  any  way  relaxed 
and  therefore  practically  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber must  regard  the  Bill  as  dead. 

ORDER    OF   THE  DAY. 


SUPPLY—CIVIL   SERVICE  ESTIMATES. 
Supply — conndered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 
Class  III. — ^Law  and  Justice. 

(1.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  pro- 
posed, 

''That  a  sum,  not  exceeding^  £38,608,  be 
g^nted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum 
necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come 
in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending 
on  the  31st  day  of  March  1888,  of  Criminal 
Prosecutions  and  other  Law  Charges  in  Ireland, 
including  certain  Allowances  under  the  Act  16 
and  16  Vic.  c.  83." 

Mb.  FLYNN  (Cork,  N.) :  There  are 
several  matters  connected  with  this  Vote 
which  I  wish  to  bring  under  the  notice 
of  the  Committee.  In  the  first  place,  I 
find  that  a  recommendation  from  the 
Treasury  has  been  entirely  ignored  both 
by  the  Irish  Office  and  by  the  Treasury 
themselves.  The  recommendation  to 
which  I  refer  was  made  considerably 
over  12  months  ago.  It  was  made  when 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
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for    Nowcastle-upon-T^ne    (Mr.    Joha 
Morley)  was  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant,  but  it  was  followed  up  by 
another,  while  the  rip:ht  hon.  Gentleman 
the    Member    for     Wast    Bristol    (Sir 
Michael  Hicks-Beach)  was  Chief  Secre- 
tary. It  certainly  seems  to  be  somewhat 
strange  that  although  a  year  and  a-half 
have  elapsed  since  the  recommendation 
was  made,  the  same  sum  appears  in  the 
Estimates  for  the  salary  of  the  Attorney 
General  for  Ireland,  as  if  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  Treasury  had  never 
been  made.    It  would  not  perhaps  have 
been  so  strange  if  the  recommendation 
had  been  made  by  the  Treasury,  and  the 
Irish  OfRce  had  not  acted  upon  it;  but  it 
was  in  the  power  of  the  Treasury  itself 
to  determine  what  sum  should  be  paid. 
I  think  the  Committee  are  entitled  to 
look  closely  into  the  matter.     So  loo g 
as  March,  1886,  a  correspondence  passed 
between  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Newcastle-upon-Tyne  and 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  then  Se- 
cretary to  the  Treasury  (Mr.  Henry  H. 
Fowler)  in  regard  to  the  salary  of  the 
Attorney  General  for  Ireland,  and  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury  was  strongly  of  opinion 
that  it  ought  to  be  reduced  from  £5,000 
to  £4,000  for  non-contentious  business, 
while  for  contentious   business  a  libe- 
ral scale  of  fees  should    be    allowed. 
Soon    after    this    correspondence    was 
entered  into  a  change  of  Government 
took  place.     The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
wont  Out  of  Office,  and  he  was  succeoded 
as  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  West  Bristol,   and  I  find 
that  a  correspondence  passed  12  months 
ago — in  August,  1886 — between  iheright 
hon.  Gentleman  and  the  Treasury  upon 
this  very  question.     The  Treasury  still 
adhered  to  their  recommendation  that 
the  salary   should   be  fixed  at  £4,000, 
and  an   understanding   scorns   to   have 
been  arrived  at,  as  a  kind  of  compromise, 
that  so  long   as  the    right   hon.    and 
learned   Gentleman    who   is  now    Mr. 
Justice  Holmes  occupied  the    position, 
the  salary  should  remain  unaltered,  and 
therefore   it   was   allowed  to   stand   at 
£5.000.     But  the  Estimates  we  are  now 
considering  are  for  the   financial  year 
ending  the  31st  of  March  next,  and  a 
change  in  the  Office  of  Attorney  General 
has  very  recently  taken  place.     For  my 
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own  party  I  think  there  ought  to  bo  a 
Select  Committee  appointed  to  examine 
these  Estimates,  especially  in  regard  to 
Ireland.    In  this  instance   alone  it  is 
palpable  that  as  flagrant   a  piece  of 
jobbery  has  been  perpetrated  as  it  is 
possible  to  imagine.      What    are   the 
facts  of  the  case  ?    Mr.  Justice  Holmes 
was  made  a  Judge  when  three  moaths 
of  the  financial  year  had  elapsed,  and 
the     reduction    recommended    by   the 
Treasury  ought  to  have  been  made ;  but 
the  Committee  are  now  asked  to  vote  a 
sum  of  £750  over  and  above  what  tho 
present  occupant  of   the   Office  is  en- 
titled  to   and   above    what  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Treasury  recommended  a 
year  and  a-half  .ago.      But  the  jobbeiy 
does  not  end  here.     I  can  understaad 
the  entente  cordiale  which  now  exists  be- 
tween the  Office  of  the  Attorney  General 
and  the  Treasury  and  other  Offices  con- 
nected  with  the  Irish   Executive.    Of 
course,   all    notions  of   cheese  -  parin;^ 
economy  are  carefully  kept  out  of  view, 
but  I  think  the  Committee  are  entitled 
to  look  at  the  matter  in  a  very  different 
light.    They  have  a  right  to  consider 
the  recommendation  which  the  right  hon. 
Qentleman  the  Secretary  to  the  Trea- 
sury made  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Chief  Secretary  as  far  back  as  a 
year  and  a-half  ago,  and  which  related 
to  the  very  item  which  is  here  presented 
in  this  Estimate.     I  have  here  a  copy  of 
the  correspondence  between  the  Trea- 
sury and  the  Irish  Office  as  to  the  re- 
muneration of  the  Attorney  and  Solicitor 
General  for  Ireland,  and  I  think  the 
best  course  I  can  take  is  to  read  it  to  the 
Committeo  in  order  to  explain  the  matter 
to  which  it  refers.     The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Secretary  to  uie  Treasury, 
writing  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  tho 
Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  on  the  10th 
of  April,  1886,  says — 

^  **  Their  Jjordships  havo  very  carefully  con- 
sidered the  facta  and  statistics  on  whidh  thepro- 
posiils  of  the  Irish  Govemment  are  founded,  and 
they  are  prepared  to  assent  to  the  following; 
arrangements : — From  the  Ist  instant,  the  sala- 
ries and  allowances  now  paid  to  the  Law  Officers 
shall  cease,  and  in  their  stead  shall  be  paid 
thu  following  salaries  to  be  annually  Totedby 
Parliament.  (1.)  To  the  present  Attorney 
General  £5,000  a-year,  to  be  ndnced  in  the  case 
of  all  futuro  holders  of  the  Office  to  £4,000 
a-year.  (2.)  To  the  Solicitor  General,  £2,000 
a- year.  These  salaries  shall  cover  all  business 
of  whatover  kind  done  for  any  Department  of 
Government,  except  sudi  businesa  as  is  spe- 
cially described  below  as  contentioat  bnnness. 
'J'hey  cannot  consent,  however,  to  the  present 
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scale  of  salary  beiDg  altered  in  the  case  of 
future  holders  of  the  Office,  as  they  are  de- 
cidedly  of  opinion  that  it  is  sufflcient  to  com- 
mand the  services  of  an  officer  in  all  respects 
competent  to  discharge  the  duties  of  the 
Office." 

Appended  to  the  letter  is  an  amplei.  list 
of  the  feo3  prescribed  for  any  conten- 
tious business  which  may  devolve  upon 
the  Attorney  General ;  and  the  reason 
why  the  Treasury  recommend  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  salary  is  fully  and  clearly 
stated — namely,  because — 

"They  are  decidedly  of  opinion  that  it  is 
sufficient  to  command  the  ssrvices  of  an  officer 
in  all  respects  competent  to  discharge  the  duties 
of  the  Office." 

The  then  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland — 
Lord  Aberdeen — demurred  to  the  re- 
commendation of  the  Treasury,  as  will 
be  seen  from  the  letter  of  the  Under  Se- 
cretary for  Ireland  to  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
dated — 

''Dublin  Castle,  May  3,  1886. 

'*  His  Excellency  directs  me  to  state  that  there 
is  one  point  only  in  their  Lordships*  letter  of 
the  10th  instant,  which  he  finds  himself  unable 
to  accept,  and  that  is  the  proposed  reduction  of 
the  salary  of  £5,000  a-year  sanctioned  for  the 
present  Attorney  General  to  £4,000  in  the  case 
of  all  future  appointments.*' 

But  the  Treasury  adhered  to  their  re- 
commendation^ and  on  the  12th  of  May, 
1886,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Se- 
cretary to  the  Treasury  wrote  the  follow- 
ing letter  to  the  Under  Secretary  for 
Ireland  : — 

**I  am  to  request  you  to  inform  His  Excellency 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  that  after  carefully  con- 
sidering the  argument  put  forward  by  the  Irish 
Government,  my  Lords  see  no  reason  for  de- 
parting from  the  view  expressed  in  their  letter 
of  the  10th  ultimo,  that  the  salary  of  any  future 
Attorney  General  should  be  £4,000  per  annum, 
and  they  trust  that  His  Excellency  will  be  able 
to  concur  with  them  in  this  matter.*' 

In  a  subsequent  letter  they  say — 

"  When  to  these  considerations  is  added  the 
right  enjoyed  by  the  Attorney  General  to  pro- 
motion to  the  judicial  Bench  if  any  vacancy 
should  occur  during  his  tenure  of  Office,  my 
Lords  feel  very  strongly  that  a  salary  of  £4,000 
a-year,  with  the  other  conditions  of  the  ap- 
pointment, is  amply  sufficient  to  command  the 
services  of  the  most  eminent  leaders  of  the  Bar 
in  Ireland.'* 

Nevertheless,  there  has  been  a  change 
in  the  Office  of  Attorney  General,  and 
the  main  portion  of  the  recommendation 
of  the  Treasury  that  the  salary  should 
be  reduced  from  J^5,000  to  £4,000  has 
not  been  acted  upon.  As  yet  we  have 
recei?ed  no  information  as  to  the  reason 


which  has  induced  the  Treasury  to  give 
way  on  so  important  a  point,  and  why 
this  recommendation,  made  a  year  and 
a  half  ago,  has  not  been  carried  out.  I 
should  be  the  last  person  to  underrate 
the  eminent  ability  of  the  right  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  (Mr.  Gibson) 
who  is  the  present  holder  of  the  Office. 
He  is,  no  doubt,  an  eminent  lawyer 
and  a  gentleman  in  the  fullest  degree 
competent  to  advise  the  Irish  Executive, 
and  to  defend  in  this  House  the  action 
of  the  Government.  Nevertheless,  the 
fact  remains  that  the  salary  of  £5,000 
which  is  paid  for  the  services  of  the 
right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  is  a 
very  large  one,  and  that  it  has  been  con- 
demned by  the  Treasury  as  exorbitant. 
It  must  also  be  borne  in  mind  that  the 
right  hon.  and  learned  Attorney  General 
has  the  advantage  of  receiving  large  and 
liberal  fees  for  the  contentious  business 
he  is  called  upon  to  conduct.  No  doubt, 
it  is  true  that  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Attorney  General  for  Ireland  has  very 
little  opportunity  of  carrying  on  a 
private  practice  seeing  that  it  is  essen- 
tial for  him  to  be  absent  from  Ireland 
while  he  is  discharging  his  Parliamen- 
tary duties.  At  the  same  time,  I  agree 
with  the  Treasury  that  a  salary  of 
£4,000  a-year  together  with  the  other 
sources  of  remuneration  which  are  open 
to  him,  and  the  fees  which  he  receives 
for  conducting  contentious  business,  are 
ample  for  any  services  he  is  called  upon 
to  perform.  I  confess  that  I  have  been 
surprised  to  find  this  item  of  £5,000 
presented  in  the  present  Estimate  in 
connection  with  the  Office  of  Attorney 
General  after  the  recommendation  of  the 
Treasury.  Of  course,  we  must  not  look 
too  closely  into  the  relations  which  exist 
between  the  Irish  Officers  and  the  pre- 
sent Treasury  Bench;  but  I  maintain 
that  it  is  the  business  of  this  Oommittee 
when  we  find  the  Government  napping 
to  bring  them  to  their  senses.  I  believe 
that  in  the  interests  of  economy  what 
was  wise  a  year  and  a-half  ago  is  none 
the  less  wise  now.  It  is  to  be  regretted 
that  the  Estimates  have  been  brought 
on  for  discussion  at  so  late  a  period  of 
the  year,  when  a  large  number  of  Mem- 
bers are  absent,  and  when  it  is  impos- 
sible to  g^ve  the  matter  that  close  atten- 
tion which  it  would  otherwise  have 
received.  Personally,  I  very  much  re- 
grret  the  oiroumstanoe,  because  I  believe 
that  if  the  Vote  oould  have  been  brought 
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under  tho  notice  of  the  Committee  at  an 
earlier  period,  they  would  have  viewed 
with  great  jealousy  the  setting  aside  of 
a  recommendation  made  by  the  Treasury 
themselves  for  the  sole  purpose  of  secu- 
ring economy  and  efficiency  in  the 
administration  of  the  country.  I  regret 
to  find  that  the  Government  do  not  feel 
themselves  in  a  position  to  carry  out  a 
recommendation  to  which  they  are  them- 
selves parties,  and  I  am  afraid  that  their 
reason  for  not  doing  so  is  obvious.  I 
think  I  am  fairly  entitled  to  ask  why  the 
recommendation  of  the  Treasury  for  the 
reduction  of  the  salary  has  not  been 
carried  out,  and  why  the  Committee 
should  now  be  asked  to  vote  a  sum  of 
£5,000,  when  the  Treasury  has  said  that 
£4,000  a-year  is  adequate  ? 

The  chief  SECKETARY  foe  IRE- 
LAND (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour)  (Man- 
chester, E.) :  The  hon.  Gentleman  asks 
why  the  Government  have  not  carried 
out  tho  recommendation  of  the  Trea- 
sury to  reduce  the  salary  of  the  Attorney 
General  for  Ireland  from  £5,000  to 
£4,000  whenever  a  vacancy  arose.  The 
reason  why  the  Government  have  not 
carried  out  the  recommendation  is  be- 
cause they  yielded  to  the  very  strong 
representations  made  on  the  subject  by 
myself,  as  representing  the  Irish  Go- 
vernment ;  and  in  giving  that  advice  I 
was  only  following  the  precedent  set  by 
my  Predecessors  in  Office,  who,  irre- 
spective of  Party,  have  always  taken  the 
view  which  I  myself  take  very  strongly. 
The  hon.  Gentleman  has  called  the 
attention  of  the  Committee  to  the 
recommendation  of  the  Treasury  ;  but  I 
do  not  know  whether  he  gave  the  Com- 
mittee to  understand — I  rather  gather 
that  he  did  not — how  great  a  reduction 
has  taken  place  in  the  fees  received  by 
the  Attorney  General.  Looking  at  a 
table  of  the  emoluments  of  the  Office 
which  has  been  drawn  up,  I  observe 
that  from  1877  to  1885  in  no  case  did 
the  amount  received  by  the  Attorney 
General  for  Ireland  sink  below  £6,000 
a-year.  There  were  two  cases  in  which 
it  was  above  £9,000,  and  two  in  which 
it  was  above  £7,000,  the  average  of 
the  salary  during  those  years  being  con- 
siderably above  £7, 000  per  annum.  In  the 
future  it  may  be  taken  that  the  salary — 
fees  for  contentious  business  included — 
will  never  reach,  not  £9,000  or  £7,000, 
but  not  even  £6,000.  An  enormous 
reduction,  therefore,  has  already  been 
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made  in  the  salaries  of  the  Irish  Law 
Officers  of  the  Crown,  and  the  question 
now  before  the  Cooamittee  is  whetha 
that  reduction  should  be  carried  further. 
In  my  opinion,  it  ought  not  to  be  carried 
furtljier  in  view  of  the  fact  that  an  Irish 
Law  Officer  has  to  give  up  all  his  private 
practice  when  he  accepts  Office,  and  finds 
it  altogether  lost  when  he  leaves  Office. 
The  Oommittee  must  remember  that  the 
work  of  the  Irish  Attorney  General  is 
one  which  is  of  so  prodigious  a  character     ' 
that  it  occupies  his  whole  time ;  he  has 
no   time  for  private   practice,  but  his 
entire  time  is  taken  up  in  the  onerous 
duty  of  advising  and    supporting  the 
Government.      Compare    the    business 
of  the  Irish  and  English  Law  O&sxm, 
I  have  had  some  opportunity  of  making 
myself  acquainted  both  with  the  duties 
of  the  Irish  and  of  the   Scotch  Lav 
Officers,  and  I  would  point  out,  in  the 
case  both  of  the  Irish  and  the  Scotch 
Law  Officers  of  the  Grown,  that  Dablin 
and  Edinburgh  are  separated  by  long' 
distances  from  London,  where  the  greater 
part  of  the  duties  of  the  Office  must 
necessarily  be  carried   on.     Therefore, 
when  a  gentleman  accepts  the  position 
of  Irish  or  Scotch  Law  Officer,  he  at 
once    finds    himself    deprived    of    the 
greater  part   of   his    private  practice, 
while  an  English  Law  Officer  is  left  in 
the  full  enjoyment  of  his.     I  think  the 
Committee  will  agree  with  me  that  this 
ought  to  be  marked  by  a  corresponding 
difference  in  the  amount  of  salary,  and 
I  am  quite  satisfied  that  the  amount  of 
salary  received  by  the  Attorney  General 
is  not  equal  to  the  earnings  of  a  success- 
ful lawyer  from  private  practice.     la 
addition  to  this,  we  must  bear  in  mind 
the  fact  that  ho  has  to  g^ve  up  the  whole 
of  his  private  practice. 

An  hon.  Member  :  Not  all. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  Well,  prac- 
tically all.     There  may  be  cases  in  which 
a  man  who  has  been  in  command  of  a 
large  private  practice  may  be  able  iao 
resume  it  when  he  goes  back  to  Dablin ; 
but  such  cases  are,  I  believe,  very  rare. 
Those  in  which  private  practice  is  shtlf^t 
beyond  recovery,  are,  however,  most^^* 
quent.  Then,  again,  the  work  which  the 
Attorney  Generfid  for  Ireland  has  to  do 
is  of  the  most  arduous  nature,  and  I 
think    it    would   be    contrary  to     our 
instincts  of  common  justice  to  send  him 
back,  upon  a  change  of  Office,  to  his 
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profession,  with  the  hopeless  prospect  of 
attempting  to  regain  his  private  practice. 
I  believe  I  am  accurately  stating  the 
view  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Newcastle-upon-Tyne  (Mr. 
John  Morley),  who  was  my  Predecessor 
in  the  Office  of  Chief  Secretary,  when  I 
say  that  he  entirely  shares  my  view  that 
the  salary  should  be  maintained. 

Genebal  Sib  GEORGE  BALFOUR 
(Kincardine) :  I  have  no  opinion  to 
express  in  regard  to  the  capacity  either 
of  the  Attorney  General  for  England, 
of  the  Lord  Advocate,  or  of  the  Attornev 
General  for  Ireland ;  but  I  want  to  know 
why  the  order  of  the  Treasury  to  reduce 
the  salary  of  the  Irish  Attorney  General 
to  £4,000  on  the  next  vacancy  has  not 
been  carried  out?  Is  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  (Mr. 
W.  n.  Smith)  responsible  for  the  non- 
observance  of  the  reeommendation  made 
by  his  own  Department?  Did  it  rest 
with  the  Auditor  General  ? 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  I  think  I  can 
satisfy  the  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman 
upon  that  subject.  It  did  not  rest  with 
the  Auditor  General.  If  he  will  read 
the  last  letter  which  appears  in  the 
Oorrespondence,  he  will  find  that  it  is  as 
follows : — 

**  I  have  laid  before  the  Lordf  Commissioners 
of  Her  Majesty's  Treasury  your  letter  of  the  30th 
ultimo,  referring  to  the  correspondence  which 
passed  last  year  as  to  the  future  salary  and 
emoluments  of  the  Irish  Law  Officers,  and  oon- 
Teying  the  recommendation  of  His  Excellency 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  that  the  salary  of  the  At- 
torney Oeneral  should  now  be  fixed  at  £5,000 
instead  of  £4,000,  the  rate  then  sanctioned  by 
this  Board.  In  reply,  I  am  to  state  that  Her 
Majesty's  Advisers,  in  view  of  the  very  strong 
opinion  ag^ain  urged  by  His  Excellency,  assent 
to  the  appointment,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Holmes, 
who  has  become  a  Judge  of  the  High  Court, 
being  made  at  the  salary  of  £5,000  a-year,  to- 
gether with  fees  on  the  usual  professional  scale 
for  contentious  business.  Their  Lordships  of 
the  Treasury  will  accordingly  be  prepared  to 
give  instructions  for  the  payment  of  the  salary 
at  the  above  rate  to  the  officer  now  to  be  ap- 
pointed.** 

General  Si  GEORGE  BALFOUR : 
I  do  not  recollect  the  Oorrespondence 
now  quoted  having  been  laid  before  the 
House.  In  the  letter  just  read  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  Mr.  Holmes  is 
mentioned  as  having  vacated  the  Office, 
and  I  want  to  know  whether  the  letter 
refers  solely  to  the  last  holder  ? 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  No ;  to  the 
ikresent  holder. 

VOL.  OOOXX.     r™™>  MMBB.] 


Mr.  M.  J.  KENNY  (Tyrone,  Mid) :  I 
should  like  to  know  what  is  meant  by 
the  term  ''the  present  Attorney  Gene- 
ral?" At  the  time  the  Estimates  were 
presented  "  the  present  Attorney  Gene- 
ral "  was  Mr.  Hugh  Holmes,  and  not  the 
right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  who 
now  holds  the  Office.  When  an  Irish 
barrister  is  appointed  Attorney  General, 
he  probably  gives  up  a  private  practice 
worth,  perhaps,  £3,000  a-year  for  a  posi- 
tion worth  at  least  £6,000  or  £8.000 
a-year.  That  is  the  position  of  every 
Gentleman  who  has  held  the  Office— 
namely,  that  he  gives  up  bis  private 
practice,  and  takes  a  position  which  gives 
him  two  or  three  times  what  he  was 
ever  able  to  obtain  as  a  private  practi- 
tioner. The  right  hon.  Gentleman  says 
that  a  high  salary  is  necessary  to  com- 
pensate the  Attorney  General  when  he 
finds  it  necessary  to  go  back  to  the  Bar 
and  endeavour  to  piece  up  his  broken 
private  practice.  But  that  is  not  really 
the  case.  The  rule  in  nine  cases  out  of 
10  is  that  the  Irish  Attorney  General 
does  not  go  back  to  a  broken-up  private 
practice,  but  he  jumps  at  once  to  the 
Bench.  The  only  instance  to  the  con- 
trary which  has  occurred  for  some  time 
is,  I  believe,  that  of  Mr.  Samuel  Walker, 
who  was  Attorney  General  to  the  late 
Government.  But  whenever  a  Liberal 
Government  returns  to  power  Mr.  Samuel 
Walker  will  be  Attorney  General  again. 
I  have  read  very  carefully  the  Oorre- 
spondence which  has  passed  between  the 
Treasury  and  the  Irish  Office  on  this 
question,  and  I  find  it  expressly  stipu- 
lated that  although  the  salary  of  Mr. 
Holmes  was  not  to  be  interfered  with 
whenever  a  vacancy  occurred  the  salary 
should  be  reduced  from  £5,000  to 
£4,000.  Mr.  Holmes  became  Solicitor 
General  for  Ireland  in  1885,  and  by 
good  fortune  succeeded  rapidly  to  the 
position  of  Attorney  General,  thereby 
becoming  perfectly  safe  for  a  seat  on  tho 
Irish  Bench.  He  was,  therefore,  not  in 
the  position  of  having  the  contingency 
before  him  of  having  to  go  back  to  Ire  • 
land  to  restore  a  broken-up  practice. 
The  point  in  regard  to  salary  appears  to 
have  been  strained  in  regard  to  liCr. 
Holmes,  who,  having  been  Solicitor 
General,  may  appear  to  have  had  some 
claim  to  consideration. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  The  salary  is 
not  personal  to  the  holder  of  the  Office. 
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Mr.  M.  J.  KENNY :  At  any  rate, 
according  to  the  recommendation  of  the 
Treasury  the  higher  salary  was  to  cease 
with  Mr.  Holmes.  I  am  afraid  that  all 
the  good  resolutions  which  have  been 
made  for  the  reduction  of  expenditure 
when  OfRces  fall  vacant  have  resulted  in 
a  very  small  amount  of  economy.  There 
is  a  decrease  in  the  present  Vote  of 
something  like  £530 ;  but  I  wish  to  point 
out  that  the  amount  of  the  Vote  does 
not  appear  to  have  been  affected  by  the 
apparent  reduction  in  the  nominal  salary 
of  the  Irish  Attorney  General,  the 
amount  of  that  reduction  having  pos- 
sibly beon  mado  up  under  the  head  of 
Miscellaneous  Charges,  which  appear  to 
have  increased  during  the  year  by  a 
sum  of  £5,000.  I  notice  also  that  during 
the  present  year  certain  fees  under  the 
head  of  Law  Expenses,  which  were  pro- 
mised to  be  reduced,  still  remain  at  the 
came  figure.  The  fact  is  that  when 
once  the  expenditure  for  legal  matters 
reaches  a  certain  level  it  is  extremely 
difficult  to  drag  it  below  that  level.  I 
know  how  difficult  it  is  to  effect  economy 
except  by  those  who  are  responsible  for 
the  preparation  of  the  Estimate ;  but  I 
know  also  the  great  ease  by  which  they 
can  cut  down  these  charges,  and  that  was 
the  reason  which  induced  me  to  rise  for 
the  purpose  of  calling  attention  to  the 
Estimate.  Let  me  go  a  step  further. 
The  Irish  Legal  Advisers  of  the  Govern- 
ment never  represent  the  feeling  of  the 
Irish  people.  The  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  who  a  few  months  ago  was 
Solicitor  General  for  Ireland,  and  who 
is  now  Attorney  General,  would  not  have 
been  a  Member  of  this  House  but  for 
the  fact  that  he  was  returned  for  the 
Walton  Division  of  Liverpool.  A  gen- 
tleman occupying  that  distinguished 
position  knows  that  he  must  gird  him- 
self up  for  a  fight  against  the  liberties 
of  the  Irish  nation,  and  he  knows  also 
that  no  Irish  popular  constituency  would 
return  him  as  their  Representative.  He 
gives  up  no  private  practice  except  for 
his  own  advantage,  and  he  would  never 
leave  Dublin  except  to  come  over  here 
as  one  of  the  Law  Advisers  of  the 
Crown.  I  believe  that  in  the  long  run 
these  gentlemen  find  that  they  are  able 
to  make  a  good  deal  more  money  by 
sacrificing  their  private  practice. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Longford,  N.)  : 
I  think  I  never  read  a  more  charming 
Correspondence,  and  I  only  rise  for  the 


purpose  of  pointing  out  that  while  the 
Liberal  Governments  have  invariably 
to  put  up  with  snubs  from  the  Treasury, 
as  soon  as  a  Tory  Government  comes 
into  Office  they  have  no  difficulty  in  ex- 
tracting whatever  money  they  desire. 
This  charming  incident  is  chiefly  re- 
markable for  its  political  significance. 
It  is  to  this  Correspondence  that  we  owe 
the  transportation  of  Sir  Robert  Hamil- 
ton to  Van  Diemen's  Land.  It  is  a 
popular  error  to  suppose  that  Sir 
Robert  Hamilton  was  banished  because 
he  was  a  Home  Ruler. 

The  CHAIRMAN:  The  hon.  SDci 
learned  Member  knows  that  this  has  no 
relation  to  the  Vote. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY :  I  will  not  refer 
to  it  further.  I  will  only  note  the  fact 
that  the  moment  every  Irish  Seoretary 
has  come  into  the  field  he  has  had  to 
give  way.  The  right  hon.  Oentleman 
the  Member  for  Newcastle- npon-Tjne 
(Mr.  John  Morley)  suocumbed  early  ia 
the  fight.  Then  a  new  Ruler  came  in— 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  West  Bristol  (Sir  Michael  Hicks- 
Beach)  —  and,  although  months  had 
elapsed,  the  very  day  following  his 
arrival  in  Dublin  Castle— on  the  6th  of 
August — he  took  up  the  Correspondence 
just  as  if  nothing  had  happened.  No- 
thing can  be  more  instructive  than  the 
way  in  which  the  right  hon.  Member  for 
West  Bristol  commenced  this  Corre- 
spondence. The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
only  reached  the  Castle  on  the  night  of 
the  5th  of  August,  and  on  the  6th  he 
got  up  at  6  in  the  morning  to  open 
this  correspondence.     He  writes : — 

'*  I  have  to  inform  the  Secretary  to  Hc-r 
Majesty's  Treasury  that  I  have  had  before  me 
the  question  of  the  remuneration  of  the  Irish 
Law  Officers  of  the  Crown." 

Although  Belfast  was  in  a  state  of  riot 
and  turmoil,  the  first  thing  tiie  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  before  him  was  the 
important  question  of  the  salary  of  the 
Attorney  General.  I  must  congratulate 
the  Attorney  Generals  for  Ireland  on 
the  admirable  way  in  which  they  are 
looked  after,  and  I  trust  it  will  con- 
tinue. I  hope  the  Gtovemment  will 
devote  similar  attention  to  matters  of 
equal  importance,  especially  the  serious 
inconvenience  and  loss  inyolved  in  the 
present  arrangements  for  the  Winter 
Assizes,  under  which  witnesses  haye  in 
many  cases  to  go  great  distances,  and 
have  no  means  of  knowing  when  the 
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cases  in  which  thoj  are  required  to  give 
evidence  are  likely  to  come  on.    I  have 
heard  of  cases  where  witnesses  have  had 
to  go  into  the  workhouse  to  eat  their 
Christmas  dinners  while   awaiting  the 
trial  of  a  prisoner.     The  present  system 
may  be  convenient  to  the  Court,  and 
convenient  to  the  Bar ;  but  the  first  study 
should  be  the  convenience  of  the  poor. 
No  doubt,  it  is  convenient  to  group  all 
Leinster  cases  and  try  them  in  Dublin ; 
but  it  is  not  fair  to  the  prisoners.    There 
is  one  other  matter  to  which  I  wish  to 
invite  the  attention  of  the  Government. 
I  see  in  the  Estimate  an  item  of  £300 
for  the  expenses  of  juries  at  Assizes.     I 
blame  the  Government  for  having  allowed 
the  Bill  of  my  hon.  and  learned  Friend 
the  Member  for  York  (Mr.  Lockwood) 
to  be  thrown  out  in  the  House  of  Lords. 
It  would  have  obviated  the  necessity  for 
juries  being  locked  up  in  cases  of  felony, 
and  I  would  earnestly  impress  upon  the 
Government  the  necessity  of   allowing 
some  such  measure  as  that  to  be  passed, 
and  of  giving  the  Judge  the  right  of 
allowing  a  jury  to  go  home  in  the  event 
of  a  trial  not  being  concluded  without 
locking  them  up.     The  Bill  of  my  hon. 
and  learned  Friend  passed  this  House 
unanimously,  but  it  was  thrown  out  in  the 
House  of  Lords,  because  they  would  not 
entrust  the  Judge  with  a  discretionary 
power  to   decide   in  what  cases  juries 
ought  to  bo  locked  up.     I  maintain  that 
in  charges  of  felony  of  a  trumpery  cha- 
racter it  would  be  right  and  proper  to 
allow  persons  serving  on  a  jury  to  return 
to  their  homes.     The  result  of  the  rejec- 
tion of  the  Bill  of  my  hon.  and  learned 
Friend  is  that  we  are  now  called  on  to 
pay  this  sum  of  £300.     I  trust  the  Com- 
mittee will  take  a  financial  and   eco- 
nomical view  of  the  matter,  and  will 
bring  some  pressure  to  bear  upon  the 
Government  with  the  view  of  passing 
the  Bill  which  the  House  of  Lords  have 
rejected.     I  should  like  to  know  whether 
any  portion  of  this  sum  was  spent  in 
i  mproperly  supplying  j  urors  with  refresh- 
ments ?     I   have  heard  of   a  case  in 
the    County    Court    in   which,  in    the 
trial  of  prisoners  under  the  Crimes  Act, 
a  good  convicting  jury  were  supplied 
with  champagne  ;  and  I  should  therefore 
like  to  know  whether  this  sum  of  £300 
includes  any  sum  for  refreshments  ?    If 
such  a  practice  exists,  I  think  it  ought 
to  be  abandoned.     I  do  not  think  it  right 
that  money  should  be  spent  by  the  Crown 


officials  in  this  way.  No  doubt  it  is  ne- 
cessary that  juries  who  are  locked  up 
should  have  refreshment;  but  I  trust 
that  the  Treasury  will  very  sharply 
scrutinize  anything  which  touches  the 
supply  of  drink  to  juries  in  Ireland.  The 
practice  of  dosing  Irish  juries  with 
champagne  and  strong  drink  is  one 
which  should  altogether  be  avoided. 

The  attorney  GENERAL  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Gibson)  (Liverpool, 
Walton) :  The  Treasury  have  a  scale  of 
allowances,  which  is  about  1«.  6^.  or 
2s.  6d,f  and  would  certainly  not  be  suffi- 
cient to  provide  champagne.  If  a  juror  re- 
quires more  than  the  ordinary  allowance, 
he  must  pay  for  it  out  of  his  own  pocket. 
All  I  can  say  is  that  the  contribution  of 
the  Treasury  is  a  very  moderate  one. 
With  regard  to  what  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  has  said  as  to  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  for  York's  Bill  being  a 
Private  Bill,  it  was  not  a  matter  with 
which  I  could  deal.  I  can  assure  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  that  his 
suggestion  concerning  the  Winter  Assizes 
shall  receive  the  careful  consideration  of 
the  Government. 

Mr.  BIGGAR  (Cavan,  W.) :  There 
is  one  question  I  should  like  to  put  to 
the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
in  reference  to  the  discharge  of  prisoners 
from  Armagh  Gaol.  I  want  to  know 
whether  the  prisoners  on  their  discharge 
receive  any  portion  of  their  travelling 
expenses  for  their  return.home  ? 

The  chairman  :  TTiere  is  nothing 
in  this  Vote  in  connection  with  the  con- 
veyance of  prisoners.  The  question 
had  better  be  reserved  for  the  Prisons' 
Vote. 

Mr.  DEASY  (Mayo,  W.) :  I  wish  to 
draw  the  attention  of  the  Committee  to 
a  matter  of  very  considerable  import- 
ance. More  than  once  a  question  has 
been  asked  of  the  Irish  Law  Officers  in 
reference  to  the  failure  to  prosecute 
Sub -Inspector  Sullivan  and  Head  Con- 
stable Ward  for  a  murder  of  which  they 
were  declared  to  be  guilty  by  a  Coroner's 
jury  in  the  county  of  Cork  in  the  early 
part  of  the  year.  The  Coroner's  inquiry 
lasted  for  several  days,  and  in  the  end 
returned  a  verdict  of  wilful  murder 
against  the  District  Inspector  and  the 
head-constable.  The  Coroner  made  out 
an  order  for  the  arrest  of  these  men  and 
their  committal  for  trial ;  but  they  were 
allowed  to  retire  for  a  few  weeks  on 
leave  without  being  arrested  or  tried, 
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and  ultimately  they  were  reinstated  in 
the  positions  they  formerly  occupied.  I 
want  to  know  why  the  farce  of  em- 
pannelling  a  Coroner's  jury  should  be 
gone  into,  and  considerable  expense  en- 
tailed, if  no  regard  whatever  is  to  be 
paid  to  the  finding  of  the  jury,  and 
there  is  to  be  a  refusal  to  execute  the 
warrant  made  out  by  the  Coroner?  I 
am  told  that  the  Goyernment  are  anxious 
to  mete  out  equal  justice  to  Her  Ma- 
jesty's subjects  both  in  England  and 
Ireland.  Let  me  ask  them,  then,  what 
would  have  been  the  course  pursued  if 
a  Coroner's  jury  in  England  had  found 
a  verdict  of  wilful  murder  against  par- 
ticular individuals?  The  warrant  of 
the  Coroner  would  have  been  put  in 
execution  at  once.  A  very  different 
state  of  things  seems  to  prevail  in  Ire- 
land, and  the  Law  Officers  of  the  Crown 
seem  to  do  anything  they  like.  I  have 
to  complain,  first  of  all,  against  the  con- 
duct of  the  police  at  Youghal ;  but  a  more 
serious  charge  rests  against  the  Govern- 
ment in  not  having  presented  these  men, 
upon  the  verdict  of  the  Coroner's  jury, 
for  trial  at  the  Cork  Summer  Assizes. 
A  charge  of  wilful  murder  is  a  very 
serious  charge ;  and  it  must  be  borne  in 
mind  that  if  there  were  any  elements 
of  doubt  in  the  case  the  matter  would 
have  to  be  fully  sifted  by  a  Grand  Jury 
before  the  prisoners  were  sent  for  trial. 
If  there  was  any  loophole  for  escape,  .it 
is  quite  certain  ihat  a  Grand  Jury  of  the 
County  of  Cork,  or  of  any  other  county 
in  Ireland,  would  refuse  to  find  a  true 
bill.  But  in  this  case,  although  there 
was  the  verdict  of  a  Coroner's  jury,  and 
strong  primd  facie  evidence,  the  Govern- 
ment themselves  refused  to  send  the 
accused  for  trial,  or  to  present  a  bill. 
Surely,  while  these  things  are  allowed 
to  occur,  the  Government  cannot  expect 
the  people  of  Ireland  to  have  any  respect 
for  the  administration  of  the  law.  It  is 
impossible  for  me  at  this  moment  to 
enter  into  all  the  circumstances  of  the 
case  ;  and  therefore  I  will  confine  myself, 
first  of  all,  to  asking  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  why  it  is  that  Sub- 
Inspector  Sullivan  and  Head  Constable 
Ward  were  not  sent  for  trial  on  the 
Coroner's  inquisition,  and  if,  in  future, 
regard  will  be  paid  to  the  finding  of  a 
Coroner's  jury,  with  the  view  of  pre- 
venting a  similar  act  of  injustice  from 
being  done  ? 

J/r.  D^asy 


I 


Mb.  GIBSON  :  I  maj  explain  that 
the  reason  why,  in  the  case  referred  to 
by  the  hon.  Member,  the  warrant  was 
not  executed,  was  that  it  was  informal. 
I  will  ask  the  hon.  Member  to  bear  with 
me  for  a  few  moments  while  I  explain 
the  circumstances.  In  all  my  acquaint- 
ance with  the  administration  of  the  Cri- 
minal Law,  I  cannot  recall  any  instance 
in  which  a  man  has  been  put  upon  his 
trial  for  murder  upon  a  mere  Goroner's 
inquisition,  when  the  matter  has  not  gone 
in  the  ordinary  course  before  the  Jus- 
tices, and,  after  the  examination  of  wit- 
nesses in  the  presence  of  the  accused, 
been  sent  by  them  for  trial.  In  this 
case  there  was  no  inquiry  before  the 
Justices,  and  no  opportunity  was  afforded 
to  the  accused  for  cross-examining  the 
witnesses.  No  person  ought  to  be  tried 
for  his  life  without  these  preliminary 
safeguards.-  In  the  course  of  the  ordi- 
nary administration  of  the  Criminal 
Law  the  person  charged  is  brought  be- 
fore the  committing  magistrates,  wit- 
nesses are  examined  and  may  be  cross- 
examined,  so  that  the  prisoner  may 
know  the  worst  of  the  case  that  can  he 
brought  against  him ;  the  prisoner  is 
not  bound  to  make  any  statement,  but 
if  he  does  so  he  is  warned  that  it  may  be 
used  against  him ;  and  after  he  is  com- 
mitted for  trial  the  case  has  to  go  before 
the  Grand  Jury,  with  whom  it  rests  to 
say  whether  or  not  they  find  a  true  bill 
against  the  prisoner.  I  do  not  think  a 
man  ought  to  be  put  on  his  trial  for  his 
life  without  these  preliminary  safeguards 
and  formalities.  The  action  of  the 
Crown  in  regard  to  the  case  of  the  man 
who  was  killed  at  Youghal  during  a 
time  of  commotion  is  not  isolated,  bo- 
cause  in  certain  other  cases  the  direction 
has  been  g^ven  that  the  prosecution 
should  not  proceed  on  the  Ooroner's 
inquisition,  on  the  ground  that  the 
matter  ought  to  be  dealt  witfi  in  the 
ordinary  way,  and  that  the  prisoner 
ought  to  have  an  opportunity  of  fighting 
his  case  out  properly,  and  ought  not  to 
be  put  in  jeopardy  of  his  life  merely  on 
the  finding  of  a  Ooroner's  jury. 

Mb.  EDWARD  HARRINGTON 
(Kerry,  W.) :  In  what  case  was  that 
laid  down  ? 

Ma.  GIBSON :  A  woman  was  kiUed 
and  the  Coroner's  jury  found  a  yerdiot  of 
wilful  murder,  but  &e  inquisition  was 
proved  to  be  wrong  in  point  of  form,  and 
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the  accused  could  not  be  put  on  his  trial. 
I  only  mention  this  matter  as  a  small 
matter  in  connection  with  the  present 
case,  but  as  showing  what  has  been  the 
ruling  in  other  instances.  It  has  never 
been  considered  right  to  put  a  man  on  his 
trial  for  his  life  merely  upon  a  Coroner's 
inquisition,  where  the  accused  has  not 
had  a  full  opportunity  of  sifting  the 
evidence  by  cross-examination.  At  the 
time  this  man  was  killed  the  town  of 
Youghal  was  in  a  state  of  great  excite- 
ment owing  to  the  arrest  of  Father 
Fahy ;  there  were  riots  in  the  town ; 
windows  were  broken,  and  it  was  known 
that  the  police  had  been  sent  for.  They 
arrived  on  the  following  day  The  shop 
windows  were  shut  at  an  early  hour  in 
the  morning;  but  the  disturbance  was 
great,  and  unfortunately  this  man  was 
killed. 

Mr.  EDWAED  HARRINGTON  was 
proceeding  to  enter  into  the  details  of 
the  case  when 

The  chairman  :  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber is  out  of  Order. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY:  The  case  at 
Youghal  amounted,  at  least,  to  one  of 
manslaughter,  and  it  would  have  been 
only  fair  and  right  that  an  inquiry 
sliould  have  taken  place  into  the  conduct 
of  the  police.  The  finding  of  the 
Coroner's  Court  ought  to  have  had  some 
weight,  at  least,  attached  to  it.  In 
England  the  Crown  does  not  persist  in 
refusing  to  satisfy  public  feeling  in  re- 
gard to  the  conduct  of  the  police,  as  the 
proceedings  in  the  case  of  Miss  Cass 
testify.  The  policeman  may  not  have 
been  at  fault ;  but  the  charge  is  one  of 
breach  of  duty,  and  the  Crown  are 
taking  proceedings  against  the  police- 
man. In  the  case  of  a  lady  who  was 
alleged  to  have  been  poisoned  at  Cork, 
the  Coroner's  inquest  established  that  a 
crime  had  been  committed,  and  the 
Crown  then  proceeded  to  take  steps  to 
find  out  the  guilty  party ;  but  in  the 
Youghal  case  the  Government  did  not 
even  take  the  trouble  of  having  the  in- 
quisition quashed  by  the  Court  of 
Queen's  Bench.  In  the  case  of  Police 
Constable  Endacott,  if  instead  of  assault- 
ing Miss  Cass  and  improperly  arresting 
her  the  constable  had  murdered  her,  in 
the  event  of  the  Coroner's  jury  finding 
him  guilty  of  murder,  I  should  like  to 
know  what  Home  Secretary  who  allowed 
Endacott  to  remain  on  leave  of  absence 
for  a  fortnight  and  then  restored  him  to 


his  position,  without  giving  Miss  Cass's 
relatives  the  slightest  redress,  would 
have  been  allowed  to  remain  in  Office  ? 
When  a  respectable  girl  in  England  is 
arrested  for  half-an-hour  the  whole  of 
the  country  is  wrung  with  her  wrongs  ; 
but  in  Ireland  if  a  constable  does  not 
simply  arrest  3'ou,  but  sends  you  to 
eternity,  no  notice  is  taken.  That  is 
the  difference  between  the  people  and 
their  relations  with  the  Government  in 
the  two  countries.  I  maintain  that  in 
the  Youghal  case  justice  ought  to  have 
been  done,  and  the  Government  have 
set  a  very  bad  precedent  for  future  Ad- 
ministrations by  not  satisfying  popular 
feeling  in  directing  an  inquiry  to  be 
made.  If  upon  a  fair  trial  the  Judge 
was  satisfied  that  these  men  were  not 
guilty,  he  would  have  directed  an 
acquittal,  and  all  the  indignity  the 
accused  would  have  been  subjected  to 
would  have  been  the  indignity  of  stand- 
ing in  the  dock  to  answer  the  charge 
made  against  him,  which  is  not  much 
of  an  indignity  after  all,  and  is  only 
what  I  have  been  subjected  to  myself. 
I  say  that  these  men  ought  to  have  been 
tried.  They  killed  a  man ;  it  may  not 
have  amounted  to  the  crime  of  murder, 
but  certainly  they  were  guilty  of  man- 
slaughter, and  the  course  taken  by  the 
Irish  Executive  affords  a  most  unfavour- 
able contrast  to  the  course  taken  in  this 
country  in  the  Regent  Street  case.  It 
is  a  monstrous  thing  that  policemen  in 
Ireland  should  be  allowed  to  kill  people 
and  run  their  bayonets  through  them 
without  the  smallest  notice  being  taken 
by  Her  Majesty's  Government. 

Mr.  EDWARD  HARRINGTON:  I 
think  it  is  a  disgraceful  blot  in  the  sys- 
tem of  the  administration  of  justice  in 
Ireland  that  policemen,  no  matter  what 
they  do,  should  be  allowed  to  get  off  scot 
free.  In  this  case  a  man's  life  was  lost. 
It  may  not  have  amounted  to  murder ; 
there  may  have  been  extenuating  cir- 
cumstances, owing  to  the  excitement 
which  prevailed ;  but  it  was  tho  duty  of 
the  Government  to  make  a  full  inquiry. 
I  think  there  has  been  such  a  doubt  that 
it  would  have  been  much  better  if  the 
Crown  had  not  shown  its  partizanship. 
What  the  Crown  do  in  Ireland  is  that 
they  pick  the  jurors  in  cases  where  they 
want  a  conviction.  If  anyone  who  is 
accused  is  suspected  of  Nationalist  feel- 
ing, no  matter  what  the  class  of  offence 
charged  against  him,  he  is  made  to  feel 
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not  suppose  that  we  should  produoe 
much  effect,  eyen  in  what  we  might  de- 
scribe as  a  normal  Session,  when  the 
Estimates  are  reached  earlier  and  there 
is  a  fuller  House.  Still  less  can  we  ex- 
pect to  produce  any  great  effect  in  the 
present  state  of  the  House.  Yet  I  cannot 
help  thinking  that  when  the  points  we 
have  been  calling  attention  to  go  before 
the  people  of  this  country,  together  with 
the  very  imperfect  answers  given  to 
them  from  the  Treasury,  these  discus- 
sions will  prove  to  be  a  very  useful  pro- 
cess in  educating  the  people  of  this 
country  in  a  knowledge  of  the  system 
of  government  we  have  iu  Ireland. 

Mb.  T.  p.  O'OONNOE  (Liverpool, 
Scotland) :  Force,  corruption,  and  base 
juggling  with  the  law  and  the  Law 
Courts  are  the  means  by  which  govern- 
ment is  carried  on  in  Ireland.  We  have 
instances  of  each  time-honoured  method 
in  these  Estimates.  I  congratulate  the 
Government  on  the  Estimates  coming  on 
at  this  late  period  of  the  Session.  Our 
discussion  is  now  almost  of  an  academi- 
cal character.  We  address  empty  Benches. 
The  House  is  tired  of  the  protracted 
Session.  The  Members  of  the  House 
are  still  more  tired  of  it,  and  we  are 
addressing  deaf  and  unwilling  ears. 
Nevertheless,  we  have  our  duty  to  per- 
form, and  we  shall  perform  it.  I  remem- 
ber the  long  and  weary  years  during 
which  the  Irish  Nationalists  were  en- 
deavouring to  awaken  the  English  people 
to  the  right  of  the  Irish  people  to  self- 
government.  I  remember  how  our  ap- 
peals used  to  fall  on  deaf  and  unwilling 
ears,  and  it  was  not  until  a  great  states- 
man took  up  the  question  that  the  people 
of  England  began  to  listen.  It  will  be 
the  same  with  these  Estimates.  I  say 
that  corruption  and  jugglery  of  the  Law 
Courts  are  the  methods  of  government 
in  Ireland.  I  have  sometimes  a  difficulty 
in  understanding  how  honourable  men 
can  ally  themselves  with  such  a  Govern- 
ment. I  say  that  corruption  is  one  of 
the  methods  of  government  in  Ireland. 
Look  at  the  salaries,  bloated  almost  be- 
yond the  conception  of  corruption  enter- 
tained in  any  country  in  the  world,  ex- 
cept in  Ireland,  and  perhaps  in  New 
York.  The  right  hon.  and  learned 
Attornev   General   for  Ireland  has    a 
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charge.  I  do  not  grudge  the  right  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  the  money  per- 
sonally. I  treat  him  not  personally  bat 
officially,  and  I  say  that  his  salaries  and 
those  of  his  Colleagues  in  Office  are 
gross  specimens  of  corraptioii.  In  Eng- 
land, when  a  Law  Officer  of  the  Crown, 
or  a  leading  member  of  the  Bar,  is  ele- 
vated to  the  Bench,  he  sacrifices  a  con- 
siderable amount  of  income.  In  Ireland 
the  case  is  reversed,  and  every  man  who 
leaves  the  Bar  for  the  Bench  does  so 
with  an  increase  instead  of  a  decrease 
of  income.  Will  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  the  Attorney  General 
tell  me  an  instance  to  the  contrary  ?  I 
do  not  know  what  the  income  of  the 
right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  ^m 
private  practice  was  before  he  came 
over  here  as  Solicitor  General';  bat  I 
know  it  was  a  large  income  which  his 
great  abilities  entitled  him  to  enjoy. 
Probably,  however,  it  was  not  more 
than  £2,500  or  £3,000  a-year  from  the 
professional  element,  putting  on  one 
side  his  emoluments  as  a  Law  Officer  of 
the  Crown ;  but  no  man  is  raised 
to  the  Bench  who  does  not  get  an 
increase  to  £4,000  or  £5,000.  When- 
ever you  have  to  govern  a  country 
against  the  will  of  the  people  you  always 
find  this  state  of  ciroumstancea ;  you  keep 
down  popular  will  by  the  bayonet,  and 
you  give  excessive  salaries  to  the  Judges, 
and  to  the  Attorney  General  and  his 
Colleagues,  for  the  purpose  of  deg^ding 
and  corrupting  the  able  men  you  select 
for  your  Officers  of  the  Law.  Let  me 
take  the  case  of  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  the  Attorney  General 
himself.  The  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  gets  a  salary  of  £5,000 
a-year.  Had  he  ever  approached  an  in- 
come like  that  from  private  practice 
when  at  the  Bar  ?  I  remember  a  time 
when  Mr.  Justice  Lawson,  dming  the 
Fenian  trials,  might  have  been  seen 
going  about  the  Four  Courts  in  Dublin, 
and  the  jingle  of  the  guineas  in  his 
pocket  could  actually  be  heard,  beoanse 
he  was  eng^aged  as  the  leading  counsel  in 
prosecuting  honest  men  who  had  the 
interests  of  Ireland  at  heart.  Whenever 
you  have  a  political  struggle  in  Ireland 
— and  it  is  often  the  chim  of  want  and 
distress — wherever  you  hare  misery, 
suffering,  and  wretchedness — ^then  isthe 
golden  harvest  of  the  creatures  who  do 
the  bidding  of  the  Government  Besides 
the  salary  of  £5,000  paid  to  the  Attor- 
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ney  General,  the  Solicitor  General  for 
Ireland  receives  a  salary  of  £1,700,  and 
the  two  divide  between  them  a  further 
sum  of  £2,000  for  the  trouble  and 
laborious  work  of  drawing  up  Orown 
prosecutions,  and  conducting  other  con- 
tentious business.  And  these  sums  do 
not  include  the  fees  paid  for  non- 
contentious  business.  I  venture  to  say 
that  there  have  been  epochs  in  the  his- 
tory of  Ireland  during  the  last  20  years 
when  the  Irish  Attorney  General  has 
pocketed  at  least  £15,000  in  the  course 
of  a  year  out  of  the  blood  and  tears  of 
the  Irish  nation.  I  know  that  hon.  and 
right  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  do  not 
sympathize  with  my  political  views ;  but 
I  ask  them  to  sympathize  with  my  feel- 
ing for  economy.  Why  should  the  tax- 
payers of  this  country  pay  to  a  Law 
Officer  of  the  Grown  four  or  five  times 
as  much  as  he  would  have  earned  from 
his  private  practice  at  the  Bar,  simply 
because  he  has  given  it  up  with  the 
view  of  qualifying  himself  for  some- 
thing better  ?  There  is  no  use  in  talking 
about  considerations  of  economy  as  long 
as  you  allow  this  orgie  of  corruption. 
The  administration  of  the  law  in  Ire- 
land is  a  base  jugglery.  There  is  not 
a  single  man  who  is  suspected  of  Na- 
tionalist principles  who  is  not  brought 
into  the  Law  Oourts  as  into  a  shamble ; 
while  there  is  not  a  sinele  man  who 
represents  anti-National  feeling  who  is 
ashamed  to  steal,  waylay,  and  even  kill. 
What  we  want  to  see  in  Ireland  is  an 
Administration  in  which  the  scales  of 
justice  shall  be  evenly  held.  Let  me 
take  the  Youghal  case,  which  has  just 
been  referred  to.  Does  any  hon.  Mem- 
ber imagine  that  if  in  this  country  a 
policeman  were  found  by  a  Coroner's 
jury  guilty  of  wilful  murder  he  would 
not  be  put  on  his  trial?  I  accept 
at  once  the  statement  of  the  right  hon. 
and  learned  Attorney  General  for  Ire- 
land that  there  was  an  informality  in 
the  warrant;  but  I  think  it  is  a  dan- 
gerous thing  to  allow  a  man  accused  of 
80  serious  a  crime  to  escape  all  conse- 
quences on  such  a  ground.  I  believe 
that  accused  persons  in  this  country 
have  repeatedly  been  put  on  their  triiu 
simply  upon  the  finding  of  a  Coroner's 
jury.  The  verdict  of  the  Coroner's  jury 
affords  a  primd  facie  case  which  would 
be  accepted  in  any  other  country  in  the 
world  than  Ireland.  The  duty  of  the 
Government  was  to  have  had  the  case 


tested  by  bringing  it  to  the  Assizes. 
But  what  did  they  do?  They  disre- 
garded the  verdict  of  the  Coroner's 
jury,  and  by  sneaking  round  a  bye  alley 
of  the  Court  of  Queen's  Bench  got  it 
quashed.  Am  I  not  justified  in  saying 
that  the  administration  of  the  law  in 
Ireland  is  a  base  jugglery?  Let  me 
take  another  case.  The  Crown  Prose- 
cutor shows  no  favour  to  any  Nation- 
alist prisoner  brought  up  for  trial ;  but 
he  tases  care  that  when  it  is  necessary 
to  try  an  Emergency  man  he  shall  be 
tried  by  Emergency  men  only.  Of  course, 
the  Emergency  man  goes  scot  free ; 
in  his  case  it  is  only  a  delusion  to  sup- 
pose that  killing  is  murder.  But  what 
do  the  Government  think  will  be  the 
state  of  Ireland  if  these  things  are 
to  go  on  ?  The  officials  of  Ireland 
are  poisoning  the  very  source  and 
origin  of  justice  in  Ireland.  They  are 
the  enemies  of  justice  in  Ireland,  and 
they  are  forcing  the  people  of  that 
country  into  hatred  of  the  law  and  of  its 
administration.  When  we  see  the  law 
so  basely  and  foully  administered  it  is 
necessary  that  the  Representatives  of 
the  Irish  people  should  take  every 
opportunity  of  bringing  before  this 
Committee — although,  no  doubt,  they 
are  not  often  listened  to — and  before 
the  country  these  terrible  stories,  in 
order  to  show  at  what  price  and  cost  of 
misery  and  suffering  to  the  people  of 
Ireland  justice  is  being  administered. 

Mr.  GIBSON:  The  hon.  Member 
for  the  Scotland  Division  of  Liverpool 
has  made  use  of  a  number  of  highly- 
coloured  adjectives  in  denouncing  the 
administration  of  the  law  in  Ireland. 
For  my  part,  I  do  not  propose  to  notice 
the  charge  of  corruption  brought 
against  the  Attorney  General  and  the 
Law  Officers  of  the  Crown  in  Ireland. 
Speaking  for  my  Predecessors  and  Col- 
leagues, I  may,  however,  be  allowed  to 
say  that  they  are  as  fair  and  high- 
minded  a  body  of  men  as  can  be  found 
representing  the  Orown  in  this  or  any 
other  country,  and  it  is  a  matter  of 
great  pain  to  me  to  hear  language  such 
as  has  been  used  with  regard  to  them 
employed  by  any  Irish  Member.  Now, 
with  regard  to  the  case  brought  forward 
by  the  hon.  Member,  I  am  as  good 
an  authority  on  this  subject  as  most 
hon.  Gentlemen  in  this  House.  With  re- 
gard to  the  cases  brought  forward 
by  the  hon.  Member  for  West  Kerry 
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(Mr.  Edward  Tlarringtoii),  I  am  not 
BO  familiar  with  them,  and  I  do  not 
know  that  tho  hon.  Member  referred 
to  them  in  any  way  as  constituting  a 
charge  against  the  Law  Officers  of  the 
Crown. 

Mr.  EDWARD  HARRINGTON: 
Tho  charge  is  that  tho  Law  Officers 
allowed  tho  venue  to  bo  changed  in  the 
case  of  an  Emergency  man  which  would 
not  Iiave  been  allowed  in  the  case  of  a 
Nationalist. 

Mk.  GIBSON :  The  venue  is  changed 
because  a  man  cannot  get  a  fair  trial  in 
tho  place  where  the  proceedings  com- 
inoncod.  Tho  responsibility  iov  the 
change  of  venue  rests  entirely  with  the 
Court.  I  was  surprised  to  hoar  the 
charge  mado  against  the  Cork  jury  that 
it  was  a  jury  of  Emergency  mon.  I 
should  \\hVQ  thought  that  a  Cork  jury 
might  have  been  spared  tho  charge 
brought  against  them  by  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  tho  Scotland  Division  of  Liver- 
pool. [An  hon.  Member:  You  pack 
tho  juries  thero.l  Without  going  into 
tho  facts  of  tho  Youghal  case,  I  can  say 
that  my  attitude  and  that  of  my  Pre- 
doooaaor  has  been  ono  of  strict  impar- 
tiality, as  between  the  Crown  on  ono 
hido  and  tho  prisoner  on  the  other.  I 
liavo  no  dosiro  to  screen  the  guilty,  nor 
got  a  verdict  against  an  innoeont  man, 
or  against  a  man  whom  the  evidence 
does  not  convict  of  the  olfonce  charged. 
Tho  hon.  and  learned  Member  for  North 
Longford  (Mr.  T.  M.  Healy)  said  tho 
ui'tion  of  the  Crown  in  the  Youghal 
iMj»o  was  different  from  that  in  the  Bel- 
fast ease.  But  tho  hon.  and  learned 
Gontloman  forgets  that  the  late  At- 
toruov  General  for  Ireland,  when  he 
was  satisfied  that  there  was  no  evidence 
t.>  sustain  the  case,  diroi'ted  a  Holh 
pr.iffqui  to  bo  entered,  just  as  in  the  case 
i*f  the  Youghal  poliooman.  The  other 
i*ast\  however,  referroil  to  by  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member  for  North  Louir- 
forii  is  one  which  is  n>w  ponding,  and 
as  I  think  it  would  not  bo  prv>por  tv> 
reior  to  that  or  any  other  case  ia  that 
p^>itiou  I  shall  abistaiu  frv.nu  doing  so. 
ii:  d  I  hope  that  other  Members  of  tho 
<\^Mxuiit:tv  will  follow  my  example.  It 
!8,  under  the  pn»*out  cirv*amstd'»ioes.  iui- 
pv^s;?iMo  to  make  r^ferenco  to  i:*  and  I 
ani  !5urpri:s^\l  that  the  hoc.  and  learned  j 
Motubor  hdis  not  takea  she  same  view.  . 
1  d  >  not  kuow  that  I  hav^  anyrhlag 
u:or^»  C>  *ay  tv.*  the  critLci*iu#ot'hoa.  i.K^u- 


tlemen  opposite  on  the  action  of  the 
Officers  of  the  Law  in  Ireland.  In  my 
opinion  the  administration  of  the  law 
there  is  pure.  Hon.  Gentlemen  below 
the  Gangway  I  know,  from  the  observa- 
tions they  have  made,  suspect  that  there 
is  not  perfect  rectitude  in  regard  to 
prosecutions  in  Ireland.  All  I  can  say 
is  that  it  is  a  very  lamentable  thing  that 
such  a  suspicion  should  exist,  because 
it  is  a  great  misfortune  to  the  interests 
of  the  people  whose  case  is  discussed  in 
this  House.  But  that  suspicion  is  en- 
tirely unfounded.  For  my  own  part,  I 
say  that  I  have  done  my  duty,  and  shall 
continue  to  do  it.  I  will  never  have  the 
charge  justly  made  against  me  that  in 
discharging  my  duty  I  have  not  been 
fair  and  independent. 

Mr.  CLANCY  (Dublin  Co.,  N.): 
There  is  one  thing  which  the  right  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  the  Attorney 
General  for  Ireland  has  noticed,  and  in 
which  I  entirely  agree — that  is,  that  there 
exists  in  the  mindsof  the  people  of  Ireland 
the  suspicion  that  the  administration  of 
justice  is  not  pure.  There  is  no  greater 
evil  in  existence  than  that  such  a  sus- 
picion should  prevail.  But  I  put  it  to 
the  Committee  whether  such  suspicion 
existing  in  the  minds  of  a  large  body 
of  Her  Majesty's  subjects,  and  the  fact 
that  it  has  continued  to  exist  for  100 
years  is  not  enough  to  raise  doubts  as 
to  whether  there  is  not  g^und  for  the 
suspicion.  When  you  find  the  mass 
of  the  people  harbouring  sospicions  of 
this  sort,  you  have  hit  upon  a  state 
of  things  which  shows  that  there 
is  something  rotten  in  the  system  of 
administration.  It  was  certainly  re- 
freshing to  hear  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  defending  Irish 
juries^  for  we  have  been  accustomed 
hitherto  to  hear  them  attached ;  but  the 
right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  rather 
misconceived  the  purport  of  the  remarks 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  the  Scotland 
Division  of  Liverpool  (Mr.  T.  P. 
0*Connor\  He  referred  to  the  pack- 
ing of  juries.  It  is  a  notorious 
face  that  the  juries  in  Ireland  are 
packed:  i:  is  a  fact  that  at  the  last 
Assize  the  juries  were  paired,  and  that 
is  one  of  the  very  abases  that  have 
served  to  bring  your  law  into  utter  con- 
tempt in  Ireland.  But  it  is  veij  carious 
tha:  the  action  of  the  ExecutiTe  in 
cas^  of  this  kind  is  josl  the  saoM  as 
the  action  always  tak^a  in  Ireland  in 
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reference   to     the  police.      No   matter 
whether  you  find  them  rightly  accused 
of  crime  or  not,  no  matter  if  the  case 
contains  elementsof  suspicion  and  doubt, 
no  matter  if  it  is  clear  or  otherwise,  you 
find  the  action  of  the  Government  in 
both  cases  exactly  the  same.     The  Go- 
vernment dare  not  prosecute  the  police ; 
they  dare  not  discredit  their  own  agents 
in  Ireland  ;  and  that  is  the  reason  why 
every  policeman,   no   matter  what  his 
crime  may  be,  is  allowed  to  get  off  scot 
free,  while  every  case  against  an  ordi- 
nary Irishman  is  treated  as  primd  facie 
sufficient    for    sending    him    before  a 
packed  jury.     I  will  now  refer  to  an- 
other  matter.     It  is   well  known  that 
last  winter  the  Government  made  the 
experiment  of  trying  to  govern  the  Irish 
people  by  what  is  called  ordinary  Law ; 
and  I  am  free  to   admit  that  if  that 
experiment  were  honestly  made — that 
is    to    say,    if  what  is  understood   in 
this  country  as  ordinary  law  had  been 
tried  in  Ireland,  the  result  might  not 
have  been  at  all  unpleasant  to  the  ad- 
ministrators of  the  law  at  Dublin  Oastle. 
Although  we  are  very  often  accused  in 
this   House  by  Liberal  Unionists  and 
Tories  of  having  no  respect  for  law  and 
justice,   yet  I  believe  it  is  true  that 
the   Irish  people  love  equal   and   im- 
partial justice,    and   I   believe,    also, 
that  if  you  had  endeavoured  last  winter 
to  govern  them  by  the  ordinary  law  some 
little  degree   of   respect    for    the  law 
might  have  begun  to  grow  up  in  the 
minds  of  the  people.     But  the  ordinary 
law  of  last  winter  was  a  most  extra- 
ordinary and  scandalous  fiction  of  law, 
I    venture    to    draw    attention    to    it 
for  a  short  time.     I  refer  particularly 
to  the  prosecutions  undertaken  in  the 
country  districts ;    and  these  are  more 
important,    in   my  opinion,  than  pro- 
secutions undertaken    as  State   prose- 
cutions, and  conducted  in  Dublin  and 
other  large  centres.  In  country  districts 
3'ou  do  not  and  cannot  know  all  that  goes 
on ;  casesarenotreported  in  the  Press,  and 
are,  consequently,  not  sufficiently  brought 
under  notice,  and  in  such  cases  as  these 
you  have  the  Eepresentatives   of   the 
Crown  and  their  Colleagues  sitting  on 
the  Bench  "  playing  such  pranks  before 
high  Heaven  as  would  make  the  Angels 
weep.''     I  would  ask  the  attention  of 
right  hon.  Gentlemen  on  the  Treasury 
Bench,  who  are  supposed  to  represent 
the  interests  of  Ireland,  to  a  case  which 


occurred  last  September.    At  that  time 
two  men  in  the   county  of    Limerick 
were    ordered    to   give   bail    for  good 
behaviour,  or  in  default  to  go  to  gaol,  be- 
cause they  had  published  a  placard  dis- 
respectfully criticizing  the  conduct  of  a 
land  agent.   Now,  if  it  had  been  alleged 
that  this  placard  was  a  Boycotting  notice, 
or  one  which  conveyed  any  threat,  some 
ground  would  have  been  made  out  for 
the  prosecution  ;  a  primd  facie  case  would 
have  been  made  out,  and  it  would  have 
seemed  a  fair  case  to  be  taken  up  by  the 
Crown.     But  it  was  not  even  alleged 
that  it  was  a  Boycotting  notice ;  it  was 
not  even   alleged  that  there  was  any 
threat  in    the    placard,  which    simply 
animadverted  on  the  agent's  conduct  in 
obstructing  a  tenants'  offer  of  settlement 
at  a  Sheriff's  sale.       If  the  case  had 
occurred  in  this  cotmtry  and  such  a  pla- 
card had  been  issued,  a  proper  and  Con- 
stitutional   remedy    would    have   been 
applied — that    is    to    say,    the    party 
eLggrwYedi    would    have     brought    his 
action  for  libel,  which  would  have  been 
tried  in  one  of  the  Civil  Courts,  and  if 
the  case  were  proved  damages  would 
have  been  recovered.   But  in  Ireland  the 
land  agent  is  a  sacred  person  in  the  eyes 
of  the  Judges,  and,  instead  of  being  left 
to  his  ordinary  resources,  a  State  prose- 
cution was  instituted  to  deal  with  the 
matter.     I  say  that  a  more  scandalous 
proceeding  cannot  be  imagined.    Again, 
in  January  this  year,  at  a  village  in  the 
county  of  Wicklow,  the  police  actually 
charged  four  youths  under  14  years  of 
age  under  a  Statute  of  Edward  III.  in 
order  to  get  them  sent  to  gaol.     It  was 
found  that  the  prosecutors  had  not  got 
a  copy  of  the  Act ;  a  telegram  was  sent 
to  Sir  Redvers  Buller,  at  Dublin  CasUe, 
to  forward  a  copy  of  the  Act,  and  the 
answer  he  sent  in  reply  was  that  it  was 
out  of  print,  and  it  was  only  because  a 
copy  of  the  Statute  could  not  be  pro- 
cured that  these  four  youths  who  re- 
fused to  give  bail  were  saved  from  going 
to  gaol.     It  seems  to  me  that  this  is  a 
monstrous  case,  and,  moreover,  a  silly - 
one,  and  deserving   of  reprobation   if 
it  cannot  be  satisfactorily    explained. 
Then  I  would  call  the  attention  of  the 
right  hon.  and  learned   Gentleman  to 
another  case.    In  January  last,  in  con- 
sequence of  a  Resolution  said  to  be  passed 
at    County   Limerick    branch    of   the 
National  League,   three  persons  were 
prosecuted  before  the  local  magistrates 
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I  presume  I  am  in  Order  in  calling 
attention  to  this  subject  to-night,  and  I 
desire  to  do  so,  because  these  illegalities 
are  committed  by  men  who  are  receiving 
a  certain   amount  of  money  from  the 
State ;  and  I  think  that,  perhaps,  if  the 
Government  were  to  take  notice  of  these 
illegalities,  of  which  there  is  evidence  of 
an  unquestionable  character,  it  would 
have  the  effect  of  making  the  Grown 
Solicitors  act  better  in  the  future.  These 
j  ury  lists  are'prepared  some  time  before 
the  Assizes  take  place ;  and  with  regard 
to  the  Cork  Assize,  I  find  that  the  lists 
are  not  sent  round  in  a  fair  way.    Prac- 
tically dpeaking,  the  preference  is  given 
to  people  who  have  landlord  politics,  and 
who  call  themselves  supporters  of  law 
and  order  in  the  City  and  County  of 
Cork.     When  these  lists  are  prepared 
they  are  sent  round,  and  every  possible 
inquiry  is  made  as  to  the  private  opinions 
and  public  opinions  of  those  gentlemen 
who  will  serve  on  juries.    This  is  really 
quite  as  bad  as  the  intimidation  carried 
on  the  other  day  in  North  Hunts.  There 
are  a  number  of  tradesmen  in  the  City  of 
Cork  who  serve  on  juries.    The  list  is 
sent  round  to  such  places  as  the  Cork 
County  Club;  the  Crown  Solicitor  sup- 
plies the  list,  and  if  the  men  who  serve 
on  the  jury  do  not  behave  in  the  way  in 
which  the  Crown  Solicitor  wants  them 
to  behave  they  are  Boycotted.      These 
lists  ought  not  to  be  published  before- 
hand, and  if  they  are  published  I  think 
that  everyone  will  agree  with  me  that 
they  ought  to  be  given  to  one  side  as 
well  as  the  other.      At  any  rate,  I  say 
they  should  not  be  produced  before  the 
day   on  which    the  Judge   makes    his 
charge,    because  otherwise  you   alTord 
one  section  of  the  papulation  a  chance 
of  Boycotting  the  other.     Hon.  Gentle- 
men opposite  have  no  knowledge  of  the 
logal  Boycotting  carried  on  in  towns  in 
the   South   of    Ireland,    which   I.    for 
one,  can  bear  witness  t.>.      But,  pass- 
ing from  that  subjott.  I  merely  wish  to 
call  attention  to  one  or  two  facta  which 
came  under  my  own  special  notice.    The 
lirst  prosecution  to  which  I  call  atten- 
tion oct*urred  at  Millstroet  on  the  8th  j 
Februarv  this  vear.    In  that  case  I  was,  I 
to  a  certain  degree,  interested.     I  hap-  , 
pened  to  he  returning  from  a  meeting  j 
lu  Id  near  the  Kiver  Blackwater  on  the  ' 
Oivasion  when  the  people  showed  their  ' 
enthusiasm  bv  building:  a  bridire  of  boats 
aorvv^s  the  Black  water:   and  whvn  they 


refused  to  allow  the  police  to  make  use 
of  that  bridge  in  crossing  the  river,  as, 
of  course,  they  had  a  right  to  do,  what 
happened  ?  When  we  got  within  about 
200  yards  of  the  town  of  Millstreet  two 
cars  containing  policemen  drove  up ;  we 
had  formed  a  procession,  and  were  just 
going  into  the  town ;  when  these  men 
came  up  there  was  a  little  bit  of  chafT 
and  a  little  badinage ;  a  boy  who  wa^ 
seated  on  one  of  the  cars,  having  a  key 
bugle,  strnok  up  ''  Harvey  Duff/'  a  tune 
which  is  not  appreciated  by  the  poUce  ia 
Ireland.  The  police  drove  into  the  car  on 
which  I  sat,  and  because  I  did  not  want 
to  have  my  leg  broken  I  asked  them  to 
keep  back,  and  they  had  to  go  back.  The 
police  did  not  go  against  me ;  but  thej 
summoned  the  unfortunate  driver  for 
obstruction,  and  the  man  was  fined.  I 
brought  forward  the  case  in  March  last ; 
I  showed  how  the  Crown  Solicitor  was 
sent  down,  and  had  to  be  paid. 

Thb  chairman  :  This  has  no  con- 
nection with  the  present  Vote.  Thehon. 
Gentleman  is  dealing  with  the  action  of 
the  police. 

D&.  TANNER :  I  said,  Mr.  Courtney, 
that  the  Crown  Solicitor  was  sent  down, 
and  had  to  be  paid ;  and  I  submit  that 
that  fact  brings  it  under  the  present 
Vote.  The  men  were  fined,  but  the  fines 
were  partially  remitted  subsequently. 
But  I  wish  to  show  hon.  Memhers  the 
way  in  which  these  prosecutions  are 
conducted,  notably  in  country  districts— 
a  subject  which  has  been  alluded 
to  by  my  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
North  Dublin  (Mr.  Clancy).  My  hon. 
Friend  referred  to  cases  of  commission, 
and  I  have  now  to  call  attention  to  a 
particular  case  of  omission  on  the  part 
of  the  Law  Officers.  I  refer  to  the  case 
of  Inspector  Milling,  who  was  com- 
mitted for  trial  by  the  magistrates  of 
Cork.  The  case  occupied  two  long  days 
at  the  Cork  Police  Court,  and  it  is  to 
what  happened  subsequently  that  I  par- 
ticularly refer.  The  then  Attorney 
G-:>neral  for  Ireland — ^Mr.  Hugh  Holmes 
— quashed  the  verdict  of  the  magistrates. 
I  maintain  that  this  was  not  dealing 
with  the  matter  in  a  fair  spirit.  It 
amounted,  in  a  case  where  a  few  Na- 
tionalist Members  happened  to  be 
assaulted,  to  a  rerdiet  on  the  part  of 
II vr  Majesty's  GoTernment  of  "  Served 
the:n  right."  I  know  that  to  be  the 
opiuiv'n  of  »ome  hon.  Gentlemen ;  but  I 
do  nvt  think,  if  you  take  seriously  into 
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who  was  being  hustled  ;  I  went  to 
him,  and  my  hon.  Friend  and  I  got 
him  up  into  the  car,  and  would  not 
allow  anything  to  be  said  to  him.  Cer- 
tainly, the  people  were  rather  angry, 
and  said,  ''Let  him  get  down ;  "  when 
he  got  down  he  thought  it  better  to  get 
a  little  way  off.  Mr.  Milling  came  up 
in  plain  clothes,  notwithstanding  which 
his  characteristics  were  such  that  he 
could  not  be  mistaken  for  anything  but  a 
Eoyal  Irish  Constabulary  officer.  There- 
upon he  told  my  hon.  Friend  to  stop  speak- 
ing. The  policemen  immediately  drew 
their  swords  ;  the  first  thing  I  saw  was 
a  poor  old  woman  struck  by  a  sword ;  I 
saw  the  sword  flash,  and  the  poor  old 
woman  was  knocked  down.  In  reply  to 
my  remonstrance  the  policemen  said, 
"You  should  speak  to  Mr.  Milling." 
He  spoke  roughly,  and  I  answered  him 
not  with  the  best  temper  in  the  world. 
What  happened  then?  I  was  struck 
down,  and  Mr.  Milling,  on  the  evidence 
of  some  persons,  had  the  brutality  to 
kick  me.  I  bore  the  marks  of  that  some 
time  subsequently.  Hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite  may  probably  rejoice  at  that. 
The  police  are  a  fine  body  of  men,  and 
they  are  very  good  at  getting  up  evi- 
dence ;  but  in  this  case  our  evidence  was 
preferred  to  theirs,  and  Mr.  Milling  was 
returned  for  trial.  I  have  only  told  a 
few  of  the  points,  because  were  I  to  tell 
the  story  iu  detail,  as  it  was  stated  by 
my  counsel,  it  would  take  up  an  hour 
and  a-half  of  the  time  of  the  Committee, 
which  I  wish  to  spare.  I  hope  I  shall 
receive  in  return  some  justice  from  the 
Qovemment  in  the  shape  of  a  promise 
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consideration  the  fact  that  Irish  Repre- 
sentatives are  returned  by  a  section  of 
the  population,  and  a  very  large  one, 
that  the  beating  of  those  Irish  Repre- 
sentatives will  tend  to  the  establishment 
of  order,  peace,  and  tranquillity  in  Ire- 
land. What  took  place?  I  will  just 
state  a  few  points  in  connection  with  the 
case  which  might  certainly  have  some 
weight  with  hon.  Members  opposite.  I 
will  put  it  in  as  short  a  way  as  I  can.  I 
came  to  the  Court ;  a  procession  was 
formed ;  I  went  to  a  meeting  opposite 
the  Cork  Court  House ;  when  I  arrived 
my  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  South 
Tipperary  (Mr.  John  O'Connor)  made  a 
speech  ;  shortly  after  he  commenced 
speaking  there  was  a  little  hustling  in 
one  corner;  we  found  out  that  it  was 
of  the  Government     note-takers 
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that  they  will  inquire  into  the  matter,  in 
order  to  see  who  was  right  and  who  was 
wrong.  Mr.  Milling  had  solicitors  and 
lawyers  to  appear  for  him.  I  do  not 
know  who  paid  for  them,  but  I  am 
given  to  understand  that  it  was  the  Go- 
vernment. The  case  cost  a  deal  of  money, 
and  stirred  up  a  great  deal  of  feeling.  I 
am  proud  to  say  that  the  Mayor  of  Cork, 
who  was  in  the  chair,  has  been,  and  will 
continue  to  be  in  future,  a  strong  Na- 
tionalist ;  but  the  point  is  that,  the 
magistrates  having  given  their  verdict, 
the  whole  thing  was  afterwards  quashed. 
That,  I  maintain,  was  not  a  wise  or 
judicious  proceeding.  Of  course,  I  know 
that  in  asking  anything  from  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government,  at  any  time,  on  any 
point,  we  shall  always  be  met  with  a 
blank  denial,  which,  I  suppose,  is  the 
commencement  of  that  20  years'  govern- 
ment promised  by  the  Prime  Minister  ; 
but  I  think  it  is  desirable,  in  behalf 
of  law  and  order  in  Ireland,  and  in  be- 
half of  a  large  section  of  the  population 
which  may  at  any  time  be  subject  to  the 
violence  of  the  Constabulary,  that  atten- 
tion should  be  paid  to  this  matter.  I 
am  not  going  to  call  the  Constabulary 
any  names,  or  say  anything  against 
them,  because  there  are  many  of  them 
who  are  good  men.  I  know  the  man 
who  knocked  me  down.  He  was  an 
Orangeman  from  the  North  of  Ireland ; 
and  I  know,  also,  that  he  got  a  right 
good  handling  from  a  Nationalist  mem- 
ber of  the  Police  Force  within  the  last 
few  months.  I  hope  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  the  Attorney  General 
will  give  us  no  scholastic  or  pettifogging 
answer  on  this  subject,  but  one  calculated 
to  satisfy  the  wants  and  feeling  of  the 
people  to  whom  I  belong. 

Mb.  H.  J.  GILL  (Limerick) :  Does 
the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
really  think  that  his  duties  do  not  oblige 
him  to  take  notice  of  these  matters  when 
they  are  brought  forward  ?  Here  are 
several  subordinates  of  the  right  hon. 
and  learned  Gentlemen  who  have  been 
impugned  by  my  hon.  Friends  for  con- 
duct which  certainly  would  not  have 
been  permitted  in  the  case  of  Solicitors 
of  the  Crown  in  England,  and  the  right 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  before  the 
discussion  is  ended  leaves  the  Committee 
without  anybody  to  answer  for  him  in 
his  absence — because  no  one  here  is 
entitled  to  speak  for  the  Office  of  At- 
torney General  for  Ireland  except  him- 
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suit.  The  Business  of  the  Committee 
will  be  expedited,  and  the  actions  of 
the  officials  in  Ireland  will  be  re- 
strained within  the  limits  of  the  law. 
If  ho  does  not  express  disapproval  of 
them,  but,  on  the  contrary,  gives  an 
equivocal  answer,  his  agents  and  subor- 
dinates in  Ireland  will  be  more  rampant 
tlian  ever,  and  I  promise  him  that  the 
lousiness  of  the  Committee  will  not  be 
expedited. 

Mr.  GIBSON :  The  hon.  Gentleman 
the  ^Member  for  North  Dublin  (Mr. 
Clancy)  mentioned,  I  think,  two  cases 
in  his  original  observations. 

Mr.  CLANCY :  I  could  mention  half- 
a-dozen. 

Mr.  GIBSON :  I  am  not  saying  what 
he  could  mention,  but  that  he  did  men- 
tion two  cases.  He  said  that  two  men 
were  charged  with  the  publication  of 
some  Boycotting  notices. 

Mr.  CLANCY :  I  said,  and  this  is 
the  material  point,  that  the  men  were 
charged  with  having  published  the  pla- 
card ;  but  it  was  not  alleged  that  the 
X)lacard  contained  a  threat,  or  amounted 
to  a  Boycotting  notice. 

Mr.  GIBSON  :  I  am  not  at  liberty  to 
express  an  opinion  without  seeing  the 
placard,  and  without  knowing  the  exact 
facts  upon  which  the  prosecution  was 
founded.  The  hon.  Gentleman  did  not 
mention  what  happened. 

Mr.  CLANCY :  They  were  held  to 
bail  for  good  behaviour. 

Mr.  GIBSON:  Then  it  appears,  as 
far  as  one  can  judge,  that  there  was  a 
case  against  these  men  for  the  publica- 
tion of  this  placard. 

Mr.  CLANCY:  It  does  not  follow. 

Mr.  GIBSON  :  We  are  bound  by  the 
action  of  the  Court,  and  I,  as  Attorney 
General,  have  got,  as  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man knows  perfectly  well,  no  control 
over  the  action  of  the  Court  which  acts 
upon  its  own  discretion. 

Mr.  CLANCY  :  I  am  sorry  to  inter- 
rupt the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man, but  he  completely  misapprehends 
my  point.  I  do  not  say  he  has  any  con- 
trol over  the  magistrates.  I  did  not 
dwell  upon  the  conviction  of  these  men  ; 
I  did  not  even  mention  it.  "What  I  found 
fault  with  was  the  fact  that  the  prose- 
cution was  undertaken  by  the  Govern- 
ment and  at  their  instance. 

Mr.  GIBSON :  I  am  wholly  unable 
to  say  whether  there  was  a  case  for  a 
prosecution  or  not ;  but  we  can  infer  that 

Mr,  Clancy 


from  the  magistrates'  decieion.  I  am 
not  able  to  express  an  opinion  from  the 
evidence  before  me — as  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman caii  see.  Even  if  I  were  so  dis- 
posed, it  would  be  irregular  and  im- 
proper in  me  as  a  Law  Officer  to  express 
an  opinion  unless  I  had  all  the  docu- 
ments and  matters  before  me.  The  hoo. 
Gentleman  must  know  I  should  be  in- 
curring an  unprecedented  responsibihty 
as  a  Law  Officer,  if  I  expressed  a  cate- 
gorical opinion  upon  statements  made 
by  hon.  Gentlemen  in  any  part  of  the 
House  without  having  before  me  all  the 
facts  and  documents  upon  which  the 
decision  of  the  Court  was  founded. 

Mr.  CLANCY  :  I  regret  having  again 
to  interrupt  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman,  but  this  case  has  been  men- 
tioned three  or  four  times  already  in 
this  House. 

Mb.  GIBSON :  It  may  have  been  men- 
tioned, but  my  attention  was  not  drawn 
to  it.  I  am  only  trying  to  exculpate  my- 
self. I,  myself,  am  not  oonversant  with 
the  facts  of  the  case.  As  far  as  I  can 
judge  from  the  action  of  the  Court,  it 
was  one  in  which  the  parties  were  in  the 
wrong,  and  the  point  which  the  hon. 
Gentleman  has  raised  is  whether  the 
Crown,  through  the  police,  ought  to 
have  prosecuted  or  not.  Upon  that  I 
cannot  express  an  opinion ;  die  general 
rule  in  Ireland  is  that  the  police  inter- 
fere in  all  cases  where  public  interesfs 
are  involved,  or  where  there  is  anything 
in  the  nature  of  a  criminal  offence.  Now, 
the  next  case  which  the  hon.  Gentleman 
raised  in  his  original  observations  was 
that  of  certain  boys  who  were  charged, 
under  a  Statute  of  Edward  III.,  with 
blowing  horns.  I  do  not  know  the  cir- 
cumstances under  which  these  young  gen- 
tlemen blew  horns;  hut  I  apprehend  from 
the  fact  of  their  having  been  proceeded 
against  under  the  Statute  of  Edward 
III.,  that  there  was  a  strong  idea  on  the 
part  of  the  police  that  these  hoys  acted  | 
for  some  purpose  in  connection  with  in- 
timidation, because  the  blowing  of  horns 
or  bugles,  or  the  playing  of  musical  in- 
struments generally,  is  not  necessarily 
regarded  by  the  police  as  a  criminal 
offence. 

Mr.  CLANCY :  The  boys  were  under 
14  years  of  age. 

Mr.  GIBSON :  Yes ;  but  very  many 
Irish  boys  under  14  years  of  age  possess 
a  great  deal  of  intelligenoey  and  it  is 
quite  possible  to  conceive  their  being 
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participators  in  intimidatory  action. 
Then  the  hon.  Gentleman  referred  to  the 
action  of  the  Crown  Solicitor  at  Drum- 
coUogher,  County  Limerick.  The  hon. 
Gentleman  is  perfectly  well  aware  that 
questions  are  again  and  again  asked  as 
to  which  there  is  very  considerable 
conflict  of  opinion  between  counsel  and 
the  Bench  as  to  whether  or  not  the  ques- 
tions are  of  an  incriminatory  character. 
From  the  action  of  the  Bench  in  this 
instance,  I  understand  that  the  question 
could  not  be  deemed  incriminatory.  The 
hon.  Gentleman  said  that  if  the  Crimes 
Act  had  been  already  passed  at  that 
time  the  magistrates  could  have  sent  the 
witness  to  prison  for  refusing  to  answer. 
Mr.  CLANCY:  I  said  that  they 
anticipated  the  Coercion  Act  by  eight 
months. 

Mr.  GIBSON :  The  hon.  Gentleman 
has  certainly  adopted  a  strained  inter- 
pretation of  that  Act.  His  statement 
completely  misrepresents  the  object  and 
effect  of  that  Act  of  Parliament.  In 
fact,  it  is  just  as  incorrect  as  his  refer- 
ence to  the  possible  effect  of  that  Act 
of  Parliament  on  the  decision  of  the 
Court.  There  is  no  provision  in  the  Act, 
as  the  hon.  Gentleman  must  be  aware, 
which  alters  the  Law  of  Evidence.  The 
hon.  Gentleman  contemplates  a  case  of  a 
question  being  asked  in  a  Court  of  Jus- 
tice the  answer  to  which  could  be  used 
criminally.  Now,  he  will  see  on  reflec- 
tion that  there  is  no  provision  in  the 
Criminal  Law  Procedure  Act,  1887, 
affecting  this  matter.  I  now  come  to 
deal  with  this  question  as  it  stands  at 
Common  Law.  In  this  case  the  witness 
was  asked  a  certain  question  which  he 
declined  to  answer.  I  know  nothing 
about  the  facts  of  the  case;  but  it  appears 
to  me  a  very  unfair  thing  that,  when 
the  Court  have  adopted  a  certain  view 
of  the  evidence,  and  have  acted  in  their 
discretion,  he  should  ask  me  to  express 
an  opinion  concerning  the  action  of  the 
Court,  especially  in  face  of  the  fact  that 
the  person  aggrieved  has  a  remedy 
against  the  Court.  I  do  not  say  whe- 
ther the  decision  of  the  Court  was  right 
or  not ;  it  would  be  impertinent  on  my 
part  to  express  an  opinion  at  present  of 
the  case  ;  so  much  depends  upon  the  facts 
of  the  case,  and  the  view  the  Court  took  of 
i\iQ  bond  fide  of  the  witness.  It  would  be 
an  intolerable  thing  to  any  advocate,  if 
he  got  the  decision  of  a  Court  in  his 
Davour,  for  the  House  of  Commons  to 


censure  him  and  hold  him  up  as  cul- 
pable for  getting  the  decision  of  the 
Court  in  his  favour.  I  must  object  very 
strongly  to  the  pressure  which  the  hon. 
Gentleman  has  wished  to  apply  to  me 
this  evening,  in  order  to  cause  me  to  ex- 
press an  opinion  on  this  matter.  I  ask 
him  whether  it  would  not  be  unjust  on 
my  part  to  do  so  ?  I  can  conceive  a 
very  obvious  state  of  facts  in  which  it 
would  have  been  the  duty  of  the  Crown 
Solicitor  to  ask  certain  questions.  Sup- 
pose Boycotting  resolutions  were  pub- 
lished, and  certain  witnesses  were  called 
to  say  whether  they  could  explain  who 
was  the  person  really  responsible  for 
the  publication  of  the  resolutions. 
These  witnesses  may  evade  responsi- 
bility by  saying  that  by  answering  they 
would  incriminate  themselves.  I  gather 
that  the  Crown  Solicitor  never  suggested 
that  there  was  any  intention  to  prosecute 
any  persons  who  were  asked  these  ques- 
tions. It  would  not  be  just  or  right  for 
me  to  express  an  opinion,  and  I  am  con- 
vinced the  hon.  Gentlemen  really  does 
not  expect  me,  as  Attorney  General,  to 
give  specific  answers  upon  all  the  points 
he  has  raised. 

Mr.  FLYNN:  I  do  not  think  the 
answer  of  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  the  Attorney  General  for 
Ireland  can  be  considered  very  satisfac- 
tory. My  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
North  Dublin  (Mr.  Clancy)  has  made  a 
distinct  and  specific  allegation  against 
the  Crown  Solicitor.  It  is  not  a  ques- 
tion of  the  action  of  the  magistrates, 
because  my  hon.  Friend  could  not  bring 
a  charge  against  the  magistrates  on  this 
Yote.  The  magistrates,  no  doubt,  acted 
in  a  very  loose  and  extraordinary  manner ; 
but  the  specific  charge  made  by  my  hon. 
Friend  is  against  the  Crown  Solicitor. 
It  amounts  to  this,  that  the  Crown 
Solicitor  sought  to  force  this  unfortu- 
nate man  into  answering  a  question, 
though  he  solemnly  declared  that  the 
answering  of  the  question  would  in- 
criminate himself.  Is  that  not  a  dis- 
tinct breach  of  duty  on  the  part  of  the 
Crown  Solicitor,  is  that  not  a  most  cul- 
pable act  on  the  part  of  the  Crown 
Solicitor?  Of  course,  the  right  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  the  Attorney 
General  made  a  rather  clever  and — if 
he  will  excuse  me  for  saying  so — a 
rather  quibbly  defence.  So  to  my  hon. 
Friend's  allegation  with  regard  to  the 
Crown  Solicitor    and   the   magistrates 
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anticipating:  the  operation  of  the  Crimes 
Act  by  eight  montlic,  what  my  hon. 
Friend  meant  to  convey  was  that  under 
the  lat  section  of  tho  Crimes  Act — that 
section  which  deals  with  preliminary 
inquiries — a  man  may  be  brought  be- 
fore a  Uesidoat  Magistrate,  and  not 
even  the  fact  that  tho  answering  of 
question  put  to  him  may  incriminate 
himself  will  prevent  him  being  called 
upon  to  answer  any  question  the  Eeat- 
dont  Magistrate  sitting  in  private  may 
put  to  him.  That  is  the  course  which 
the  Crown  Solicitor  seems  to  have 
adopted  in  this  case.  Over  and  over 
again  the  witness  stated  that  tho  auswei- 
ing  of  the  question  would  incriminate 
himself.  It  is  all  very  well  to  say  the 
witness  had  his  rights  at  Common  Law  : 
he  had  his  right  at  Common  Law  not 
to  answer  the  question  ;  but  for  all  that 
we  find  that  this  Crown  Solicitor  made 
an  elementary  mistake  of  this  kind. 
This  Crown  Solicitor  must  have  known 
his  duty  better  than  to  do  what  he  did. 
"We  are  not  here  to  inquire  into  the 
motives  of  the  Crown  Solicitor;  we  are 
seeking  to  take  cognizance  of  the  fact 
that  the  Crown  Solicitor  who  is  to  be 
paid  in  this  Vote  acted  most  illegallv-, 
and  that  tho  result  of  his  action  was 
that  this  unfortunate  man  got  eight 
days'  imprisonment.  It  is  well  that  the 
tight  hoQ.  and  learned  Attorney  Ge- 
neral for  Ireland  should  remember  that 
DO  depositions  were  taken — a  very  re- 
mark a  Die  incident — in  this  entire  case,  a 
case  of  sheer  tyranny  and  despotism. 
Wo  are  entitled  to  call  upon  the  right 
hon.  and  learned  Qentlomaii  to  give  us 
such  a  pledge  that  those  things  shall 
not  occur  again  in  Ireland.  He  even 
knows  that  the  Crimes  Act  just  passed 
gives  powers,  ample,  and  wide,  and 
large  enough  to  destroy  almost  every 
vestige  of  liberty  in  Ireland.  We  ask 
the  right  hon.  and  learned  Attorney 
Qeueral's  protection  ;  it  is  our  most  ob- 
vious duty  as  the  Bepresontatives  of 
the  people  to  call  upon  the  Representa- 
tive of  law  and  order  in  Ireland,  the 
Ilepresentative  of  the  Government  en- 
trusted with  the  carrying  out  of  law,  to 
give  US  a  pledge  that  in  future  hia  subor- 
dinate nill  not  administer  the  law  solely 
in  the  interest  of  any  one  class  of  the 
community.  My  hon.  Friend  the  Mem- 
ber for  Mid  Cork  (Dr.  Tanner)  referred 
a  while  ago— and,  if  I  mistake  not,  the 
right  hon.  and  learned  Attorney  Ge- 
3/r.  Flyiia 


neral  for  Ireland  was  not  ia  hia  place  at 
the  time— to  an  even  more  flagrant  csie 
of  miaoonduct  on  the  part  of  the  Crown 
Solicitor  than  that  brought  tinder  the 
notice  of  the  Committee  by  m;  bon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  North  Dublin 
(Mr.  Clancy).  It  is  a  case  which  was 
broughtbefore  the  attention  of  the  House 
on  a  former  occasion,  and  one  which 
has  not  yet  been  thoroughly  discussed. 
I  should  certainly  have  preferred 
that  we  should  have  had  an  opportunity 
of  brioging  this  case  on  at  a  time  whes 
a  more  leisurely  discussion  of  it  might 
have  taken  place,  bacaoae  I  am  per- 
suaded that  we  could  have  convinced 
hon.  Members  that  in  this  case  there  was 
a  serious  failure  of  justice,  and  that  this 
failure  of  justice  was  entirely  and  escla- 
sively  owing  to  the  action  of  the  Attorney 
General  for  Ireland.  We  have  nothing 
to  do  with  the  fact  that  the  right  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  the  present  At- 
torney General  for  Ireland  was  not  the 
Attorney  General  at  the  time  the  case 
happened  ;  but  we  have  to  do  with  the 
fact  that  the  Irish  Attorney  General 
receives  a  large  salary,  and  has  within 
the  past  12  months  been  guilty  of 
several  aenons  breaches  of  uie  dnij 
by  omission  and  commission.  We  have 
a  serious  bill  of  indictments  to  bring 
against  tho  Irish  Attorney  GeneraL  Tfae 
case  to  which  my  hon.  Friend  the  Mem- 
ber for  Mid  Cork  referred  occurred  in 
tho  City  of  Cork  last  December.  I  did 
not  see  the  events  which  led  to  the 
assault,  though  I  was  on  the  spot  imme- 
diately afterwards.  I  confess  I  should 
not  bo  in  Order  in  relating  the  detaiU  of 
the  assault,  and  therefore  I  shall  only 
give  the  Committee  those  details  whidi 
bear  out  my  contention — namely,  that 
there  was  a  serious  and  culpable  neglect 
of  duty  on  the  part  of  tne  Attorney 
Generalin  not  carrying  outthelaw.  Onthe 
occasion  in  question  there  was  a  meeting 
of  amoreor  less  public  character  in  Cork. 
An  attack  was  made  on  that  meeting  by 
an  officer  of  police  in  plain  clothes,  and  a 
large  body  of  men  armed  with  batons 
and  sword  bayonets  ;  the  attack  was 
made  without  warning,  as  was  proved 
by  the  evidence  of  the  polioemen  them- 
selves. My  hon.  Friend  the  Member  ior 
South  Tipperaiy  (Mr.  John  O'OonnorJ 
was  violently  assaulted  and  thrown  dowiii 
and  my  hon.  Friend  flte  Hsmbar  tat 
Mid  Cork  was  a  wlyeoted  to  i 
bmtal   treatment.  '  * 
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Friends  summoned  the  District  In- 
spector in  charge  of  the  police  before  the 
magistrates  within  a  fe^  days  of  the 
time  of  tho  occurrence,  and  the  District 
Inspector  eervod  summonses  on  vay  hon. 
Friends ;  therefore  they  all  came  hefore 
tho  Court  on  equal  terms.  After  the 
closest  investigation  of  the  case,  the  Cork 
magistrates  returned  tho  District  In- 
spector, Milling,  to  take  his  trial  for  the 
assault.  What  happened  ?  The  At- 
torney General  for  Ireland — who  is  now 
Mr.  Justice  Holmes — refused  to  go  a 
step  further  in  the  case,  and  District 
Inspector  Milling  went  scot-free.  Does 
such  action  on  the  part  of  a  reepon- 
sihlo  Officar  of  the  Crown  promote 
respect  for  law  and  order  in  Ire- 
land ?  Does  it  not  burn  deep  into 
tho  hearts  of  tho  people  a  beliof  that 
there  is  one  law  for  ono  set  of  men  and 
another  law  for  another  set  of  men  ? 
When  a  Bench  of  Magistrates  have  lO- 
turned  the  man  for  trial,  why  should 
tho  Attorney  General  refuse  to  send  him 
for  (rial  ?  It  cannot  be  alleged  that  a 
fair  trial  could  not  be  bad  in  Cork,  be- 
cause a  special  jury  could  have  been 
empaQuoUod  and  a  going  Judge  of 
Assize  could  have  boon  surely  trusted  by 
the  Qovorument  to  do  what  was  right 
and  proper.  It  is  on  account  of  actions 
such  as  this  on  the  part  of  responsible 
Law  Olhcers  that  the  administration  of 
justice  in  Ireland  is  looked  upon  with 
jealousy  and  suspicion  by  19  out  of 
every  20  of  the  population.  I  do  not 
know  that  out  of  tho  many  examples  we 
have  had  of  extraordinary  action  taken 
by  tho  Attorney  Generals  for  Ireland 
thore  has  boen  anything  more  serious 
and  extraordinary  than  this  case  of  the 
not! -prosecution  of  District  Inspector 
Milling  last  winter.  What  redress  have 
wo  in  such  cases  as  this?  We  know 
what  redress  we  should  have  if  a  case 
like  this  occurred  in  any  city  of  Eng- 
land. Tho  Press,  for  instance,  would 
cry  out  (or  redress.  The  Irish  Press 
cried  out.  Tka  Fratman'i  Journal  in 
Dublio,  the  Cork  papers,  and,  indeed, 
alt  the  popular  Press  cried  out  in  indig- 
nation against  the  miscarriage  of  justice 
in  this  case.  They  said  that  the  At- 
torney General  bad  failed  in  the  most 
obvious  and  ordinary  duties  of  his  Office. 
What  attention  did  the  right  hon.  and 
.  learned  Gentleman  paj_  to  the  Press  of 
I^JJulaiid  ?  Public  opinion  was  against 
H^K  iQoiiatrous  miscarriage    of  justice, 


but  the  public  opinion  of  Ireland  has  no 
effect  upon  Irish  Law  Officers.  Is  it 
conceivable  that  a  case  of  this  kind  could 
occur  in  England  ?  Let  us  take  the  case  of 
the  Salvation  Army.  Supposing  two 
Radical  or  Tory  Members  went  down  to 
address  a  meeting  of  tho  Salvation 
Army  and  were  assaulted  by  the  police  ; 
supposing  that  the  Inspector  in  charge 
of  the  police  was  brought  up  before  the 
local  magistrates,  and  that  they  returned 
bim  upon  informations  for  trial;  eim- 
posing  that  the  Attorney  General  tot 
England  refused  to  send  the  Inspector 
of  Police  to  trial,  why  you  would  have  a 
howl  of  indignation  all  over  England, 
you  would  have  an  outburst  of  public 
opinion  that  no  Government  could  stand 
against.  Allusion  has  been  made  more 
than  once  in  the  debates  on  the  Irish 
Estimates  to  the  case  of  Miss  Case, 
and  how  quickly  Members  of  the  Go- 
vernment found  it  necessary  to  take 
action  in  the  Cass  case,  because  they 
found  that  there  was  a  strong  opinion 
on  all  sides  of  tho  House,  and  on  the 
part  of  tho  English  public  generally,  as 
to  the  injustice  that  had  been  done.  All 
that  we  want  is  investigation;  but  our 
desires  are  of  no  moment  whatever  to 
Irish  Law  Officers  or  to  Members  of  Her 
Majesty's  Government.  Our  contention 
is  that  the  occurrences  in  Ireland  to 
which  we  have  called  attention  are  scan- 
dalous, that  they  tend  to  discredit  the 
administration  of  justice,  and  that  they 
still  further  hel^  to  provoke  all  the 
eloments  of  social  disordei*.  This  ia 
only  natural.  It  is  only  natural  that 
it  should  be  so,  when  the  people  see 
that  the  men  who  ought  to  be  the  very 
first  to  see  that  there  is  an  impartial 
administration  of  justice,  are  the  very 
first  to  take  sides  against  them  because 
they  Itappen  to  b^ong  to  a  political 
Party.  We  feel  bound  to  make  a  stand, 
to  tell  the  right  lion.  Gentleman  the 
Attorney  General  for  Ireland  that  every 
little  bit  of  tyranny  in  Ireland  is  closely 
noted,  and  the  people  are  watching 
anxiously  for  tho  golden  momonta  that 
are  fast  approaching.  Every  possible 
persecution  that  legal  tyranny  can  de- 
vise is  heaped  upon  those  who  have  been 
ir  are  looked  upon  as  popular  leaders,  as 
nen  who  ore  engaged  on  the  popular 
ide  in  this  great  struggle.  We  ask 
that  the  men  who  administer  tho  law 
shall  be  kept  within  the  narrow  limits 
of  the  law.     A  close  eye  will  be  kept  oa 
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every  local  tyrant,  upon  every  Crown 
Solicitor,  on  District  Inspector  Milling, 
and  on  all  other  men  who  act  unconsti- 
tutionally and  illegally.  Such  of  us 
who  are  in  a  position  to  do  so  will  keep 
a  close  record  of  the  doings  of  these 
men,  and  we  shall  not  fail,  ^hen  the 
Estimates  are  brought  on  for  discussion, 
again  to  bring  the  conduct  of  these 
ofEcials  to  the  notice  of  the  House 
much  more  persistently  than  we  have 
done  on  the  present  occasion.  We  have 
mado  a  distinct  case  out  for  the  right 
hou.  and  learned  Gentleman  the 
Attorney  General  for  Ireland's  at- 
tention this  evening.  Our  points  are 
whether  Crown  Solicitors  are  to  go  so 
obviously  outside  their  duty,  as  Mr. 
Leahy  did  at  DrumcoUogher,  and 
whether  such  men  as  District  Inspector 
Milling  should  receive  exceptional  pro- 
tection at  the  hands  of  the  Attorney 
General  for  Ireland.  We  want  distinct 
answers  upon  these  questions,  and  upon 
the  answers  we  receive  will  largely 
depend  whether  we  consider  it  necessary 
or  not  to  continue  to  discuss  at  greater 
length  and  with  greater  minuteness  the 
details  of  this  Vote. 

Mr.  BLANE  (Armagh,  S.) :  Mr. 
Courtney,  it  is  not  a  very  pleasant  duty 
for  Irish  Bepresentatives  in  this  House 
to  have  from  time  to  time  to  bring  for- 
ward allegations  against  those  who  ad- 
minister the  law  in  Ireland.  It  is  not 
a  duty  we  at  all  care  for.  We  would 
much  prefer  that  there  was  no  occasion 
to  draw  the  attention  of  the  right  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  the  Attorney 
General  for  Ireland  to  these  matters. 
The  Government,  however,  seem  to  be 
altogether  in  the  hands  of  the  Law 
Officers  whose  conduct  we  challenge. 
That  is  a  very  regrettable  circumstance ; 
but,  fortunately,  the  complaints  that  are 
made  against  the  Irish  Law  Officers  of 
the  Crown  and  their  subordinates  in  re- 
ference to  the  administration  of  justice 
are  not  now  confined  to  Irish  Members, 
but  many  English  Members  who  are 
well  versed  in  law  themselves  join  with 
us  in  complaining.  This  matter  has 
actually  become  an  International  one, 
and  it  is  a  matter  of  humiliation  for 
Englishmen,  especially  Englishmen  con- 
nected with  the  administration  of  law, 
that  it  has  become  an  International 
question.  A  short  time  ago  a  complaint 
was  made  upon  representations  of  the 
Law  Officers  of  the  Crown  in  Ireland 

Mr,  Flynn 


of  certain  aotion  of  Irishmen  in  the 
United  States.  The  answer  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  gave  ought 
to  make  every  Englishman  blush.  The 
President  of  the  United  States  said  in 
his  answer  that  if  the  English  Govern- 
ment would  prevent  the  corruption  of 
the  Irish  Judges,  and  the  hiring  of  wit- 
nesses, and  the  corruption  of  other 
sources  of  justice  in  Ireland,  there 
would  be  less  to  complain  of  in  Ireland 
or  in  America.  This,  therefore,  has 
become  an  International  question.  Oar 
Law  Officers  have  caused  other  countries 
to  look  with  contempt  upon  our  sense 
of  justice  and  fair  play:  the  President 
of  the  United  States  condemned  the  ad- 
ministration of  justice  in  Ireland,  and 
he  did  that  in  an  International  docu- 
ment. I  maintain  it  is  the  Members 
who  have  been  retuned  to  this  House 
by  Trinity  College,  Dublin,  who  are 
largely  responsible  for  this  condition  of 
affairs.  Year  after  year  we  are  an- 
swered in  the  same  platitudes  hunted 
up  from  ffanBard,  We  know  when  we 
raise  discussions  upon  the  Estimates 
what  answers  we  shall  receive ;  we  can 
anticipate  the  answers,  which  is  much 
to  be  regretted.  Members  of  the 
Government  accuse  us  of  obstructing 
Business,  whereas  it  is  they  themselves 
who  do  the  very  thing  they  complain  of 
in  us.  The  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  the  Attorney  General  for 
Ireland  (Mr.  Gibson)  says  it  is  necessary 
for  the  Law  Officers  of  the  Crown  to 
make  good  their  case.  I  deny  that  if  a 
Law  Officer  of  the  Crown  believes  a 
prisoner  to  be  innocent  he  has  any 
right  to  push  the  case  against  the  pri- 
soner. I  am  firmly  convined  that  this 
Vote  provides  for  the  hiring  of  wit- 
nesses in  my  own  county.  Hiring  of 
witnesses  or  suborning  of  testimony  is 
paid  for  in  this  Vote. 

The  CHAIEMAN:  Order,  order! 
The  hon.  Gentleman  has  made  a  state- 
ment which  is  absolutely  uncorroborated 
by  tho  Vote  or  Estimate  as  put  before 
the  Committee,  and  he  is  not  at  all  con- 
fining himself  to  the  Question  under 
debate.  I  must  ask  him  not  to  wander, 
as  he  has  been  wandering,  from  the 
Question  under  discussion. 

Mr.  BLANE:  I  understand  that 
this  is  a  Vote  for  Criminal  Prosecutions 
in  Ireland,  and  under  the  head  of  cri- 
minal prosecutions  the  hiring  of  wit- 
nesses is  forced  to  come  up. 
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by  the  total  abolition  of  Dublin  Castle 
itself.  I  regret  very  much  that  the  hon. 
Qentleman  who  moved  this  Amendment 
does  not  intend  to  divide  the  Committee, 
because  I  really  think  this  matter  ought 
to  be  brought  to  a  Division.  There  is 
no  power  entrusted  to  lawyers  in  Ireland 
that  is  not  put  to  a  bad  purpose ;  but  I 
Lave  no  desire  to  occupy  the  time  of  the 
Committee  any  further  upon  the  point. 

Mr.  TUITE  (Westmeath,  N.)  :  I 
hope  the  Qovernment  are  now  in  a 
position  to  afford  me  some  information 
on  the  subject  I  referred  to  a  while  ago. 

Mk.  GIBSON  (who  was  indistinctly 
heard)  was  understood  to  say  that  he 
had  received  no  information  with  regard 
to  the  case  the  hon.  Member  had  re- 
ferred to,  and  was  not  in  a  position  to 
give  a  reply.  Moreover,  he  understood 
that  prosecutions  were  pending ;  and,  if 
that  were  the  case,  even  if  he  had  infor- 
mation on  the  subject  he  would  be  un- 
able to  go  into  the  question. 

Mr.  TUITE  :  Did  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Qentleman  himself  direct  the 
prosecutions  ? 

Mr.  GIBSON  was  understood  to  reply 
in  the  negative. 

Mr.  TUITE:  I  have  received  suffi- 
cient  information  from  Mullingar  to 
enable  me  to  discuss  on  this  Vote  the 
conduct  of  the  Government  in  regard  to 
this  prosecution.  I  have  learned  that 
Mr.   John  P.   Hayden  is  about  to  be 

Srosecuted  for  attending  an  eviction  at 
!ang,  in  County  Westmeath,  and  that  27 
jOthers  are  also  to  be  prosecuted.     I  have 
»t  received  the  details  of  the  charges 
be   brought  against  these  persons ; 
I  understand  that  the  summonses 
so  framed  that  cumulative  sentences 
^        '  be  passed.     I  think  it  a  mean  and 
temptible  dodge  to  put  one  of  my 
Qcipal  constituents  into  prison  with- 
^  ^  fair  and  legitimate  trial.     This  is, 
'^u.at  say,  a  desperate  act  on  the  part 
^^o  Government.     The  County  West- 
®^t.lx  is,  at  this  period,  in  a  state  of 
"^^^lute  peace,  and  has  been  so  for  a 
"^*^^i<ierable  time.    The  landlords  and 
^'-^^txts  there,  except  in  three  or  four 
^^^^nces,  are  living  on  the  very  best  of 
^^'^[^s  with  each  other.     The  tenantry 
^^      ^ome  cases,  no  doubt,   have  borne 
^^^^ahips  patiently.     They  have  waited 
^^^  legislation  which,  to  a  certain  extent 
r^^  very  inadequate  extent — has  now 
*^^^n  provided.    But  the  Government 
^^Hl  not  allow  that  legislation  to  take 


efifect.  They  have  started  these  prose- 
cutions against  men  who  have  done 
nothing  more  than  offer  a  passive  resist- 
ance, and  by  no  means  a  violent  resist- 
ance, to  the  evictions.  So  passive,  in- 
deed, has  been  the  resistance,  that  the 
Sheriff  of  Westmeath  has  been  able  to 
travel  22  miles  across  the  mountains  to 
effect  the  evictions  without  the  slightest 
escort.  Surely  that  shows  the  passive 
condition  of  the  district.  It  will  be 
seen,  under  these  circumstances,  that 
anything  in  the  form  of  a  prosecution 
must  be  in  the  last  degree  irritating  to 
these  people,  so  peacefully  disposea  at 
this  moment.  I  should  like  to  know 
who  directed  these  prosecutions?  Are 
we  in  Ireland  to  have  the  administration 
of  the  Crimes  Act  left  in  the  hands  of 
the  magistrates?  Are  the  magistrates 
to  direct  prosecutions  in  every  case,  or  is 
the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
the  Attorney  General  for  Ireland  to  be 
consulted  before  prosecutions  take  place. 
I  say  this  is  a  monstrous  thing,  and 
unless  some  explanation  is  given  by  the 
right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  I 
shall  feel  it  my  duty  to  move  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  Vote  by  such  a  sum  as  will 
mark  the  sense  of  the  Committee  on  the 
action  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  GIBSON :  I  would  point  out  to 
the  hon.  Member  the  extreme  incon- 
venience, if  not  danger,  of  discussing  a 
matter  which  is  the  subject  of  a  pend- 
ing prosecution.  I  would  ask  the  hon. 
Member  not  to  enter  into  the  case  for 
the  reason  that  I  have  received  no  in- 
formation with  regard  to  it,  and  am, 
therefore,  unable  to  give  a  satisfactory 
answer.  I  have  telegraphed  to  Dublin 
for  particulars. 

Mr.  TUITE:  The  Government,  I 
suppose,  have  made  up  their  minds  as  to 
the  sentence  they  will  pass  on  these 
gentlemen,  and  therefore  this  prose- 
cution is  a  mockery  and  a  sham  alto- 
gether. I  will  read^to  the  Committee 
what  I  suppose  is  the  charge  brought 
against  Mr.  Hayden.  Mr.  Hayden 
attended  an  eviction  at  Tang,  and  here 
is  a  report  published  in  his  own  paper. 
The  fFestmeath  Examiner ^  on  the  20 tn  of 
August,  with  reference  to  the  eviction — 

<*  The  Head  Constable,  who  previously  sought 
to  strike  down  the  people,  now  sought  to  work 
up  a  little  prosecution  by  calling  the  Resident 
Magistrate  8  attention  to  an  observation  of  Mr. 
John  P.  Hayden,  T.C.,  of  The  Westmeath  Ex- 
aminer, He  told  Mr.  Beckett,  R.M.,  that  Mr. 
Hayden  told  the  girl '  to  got  them  to  break  th« 
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',  lli'ihritt  inqiilriJ  of  Mr.  Ilaydnn  if    to  tbis  and  Similar 


till  H 


il  tho  liittor  ropliod— 'No.    jg  ^g  receirtoK  \a*  Miazj  fct? ! 
right  lion,  and  1        ed  Q«iitiaai 


Kir :  I  t<il'l  tlir>  Kii*!  who  ovna  thia  lund  to  cloie 
lliii  K'<i«  on  tliu  tTuqmsaors.'  Thou  tho  Hoad 
C%iii>iiii1ilii  iimilii  uniiwiir — 'Ayo;  iLnd  ho  said 
lii'iHili  Ihii  K'>t"-'  '  Voii,'  utid  Air.  Ilnj-den  ; 
■  1  lulil  luT  Irt  llioHO  who  iini  trftspnaaing  break 
UiK  K<>ti<  if  th<'\  dnn','  !>lr.  Itockctt  did  not 
think  Uk'  iiinllo'r  wiirthv  ot  tha itttontion  which 
lliu  ILiiiKViiHliiUuK^vdit." 

It  IN  i>n  tlmt  orcun'i 
Iho  iiriWiH'iiliou  of  my  lion.  Friend 
I'll  riDimlinl.  itnil  I  wiiut  to  know  from 
llui  UiivoriintonI  what  instructions  they 
ImVD  i^iroi)  to  tho  KositU'nt  Ma^c'^'i'^t^s 
of  \\\c  (U«triot  in  thisi-aw?  I  believe, 
Sir.  tUiit  tho  lnn.)l)rd  in  the  district  who 
iviite.1  the  tonanta  on  thnt  liav  has 
evi'tythinji to  .!■>  with  tho?;' pwsei '.i:i.ins, 
au.l  ;h»!  it  i»  mikj^Iv  a  .to-Jirt'  on  tlio  p.*r: 
of  the*  laM.tK»t\!»  ;.*  rtr-Ve  li-rr.-r  iv.:.'  :h? 
hi-ar;*  of  an  y",for;us«;e  p^^ple  w!;,i  ai* 
at  vw-sfKt  UTiaWoto  pav  ;ii«TTaoi-pect». 
Thw  ■:*  a»  at1«.-V  r.-.a.i;>  uyvw  a  pecfie 


doubt  haa  bean    vB>y  covitNu- 
appreciate   all   that— %at  at  th  a 
tiiue  ho  onght  to  liaTe  rewind  ■ 
particulars  about  this     .s>  ^^i 
earns  one  of  my  constitU' 
not  been  coii8alt«d  in  ■.'■i'.  wSa,* 
doubt,  that    haps  Mr.  Jury-packer  (I'Bnei  tkl 
''-•-—'"'"    citor  General  has  been  consaM  8 
h&pB   it   is    between  Mr.  InH^ 
O'Brien  and  Dublin  Co^'Je  tht« 
munications  with  regazl 
going  on.    Is  it  Mr.  0''~: 
communicate   ta    the    ' 
particulaia  of  sach  a  ei.- 
shall  receive  wluteret 
mav   cet    with    the    t< 
eTerrihicg  vhich  doibk 
de««TTes.    Xow,  Sir,  3  d?  not  nit 
i-jrade  Itirther  fin  the  C>3tiH 
win  C'ilT  saT  that  I  fc*l  tctji 
17..J  j>M.-^-    :V;*=iaTi.erasa»ini^e -JieT 
'it."*:  a::i    r-vr-mi^Tx  of  hrin^::^  it  np 
t  ihsT  Mr.    tIt-.  I'Tust.  i^eii^h- ^locu  >nl] 
>  Viv-i-M     ,-=•— J^fcii  -win  I*  aiJ^  M  ^nwtf 
■.(  ,-.TYT^-    iz.i::r=J^'.t-  Tnih  ggg-ar.!  m  it 

.:'Z.    -f    ■::;    !  .-.^.j -riii  TS=iaerpat?  fcroaendi* 

I.    .   t;.:;k    T.;i   :(f  If  :^  iet  emBaaaiaHnail* 

iT.rri*-'*  L#    i.tr-i  Tc-T'-j.'iBa:*-  afin^r-^d  in  au 
V';.-^    -    i.  3i7j"-j.>ia   rnessni^   iaa  been 


Supply — Civil         {Septembbb2,  1887}         Service  Estimates. 


9S2 


ctTo  about  to  be  prosccutod.     I  do 

say  that  as  wishing  to  imply  that 

^re  has  been  obstruction,  or  that  any 

^ons  who  may  be    prosecuted    are 

Lty   of  the   charges   which   may   be 

^mig^ht  against  them.     I  only  say  it  in 

^r  to   show  how   prosecutions    may 

e.     Of  the  circumstances  themselves, 

ow  nothing. 

R.  SEXTON  (Belfast,  W.) :  I  think 

lion.  Members  for  Westmeath  have 

e  no  more  than  their  duty  in  bringing 

matter  forward.     I  go  further  and 

that  I    believe   they   would    have 

ed  in  their  duty   if  they  had  not 

ught  this  matter  forward.     I  would 

mit  to  the  Committee  that  the  law  in 

land  places  the  duty  of  initiating  and 

oeeding  with   a  prosecution  of  this 

upon  the  shoulders  of  the  right  hon. 

learned  Gentleman  opposite. 

.,  Mr.  GIBSON :  No,  no ! 

;  "Mr.  sexton  :  Yes.     The  right  hon. 

^  id  learned  Gentleman  can  either  allow 

^ese  prosecutions   to   proceed   or  can 

"^^reyent  them.     If,  as  the  right  hon.  and 

ed  Gentleman  says  he  is  at   the 

sent   moment   unaware  of  the  facts 

^hich    for    several     days     have    been 

*otorious  in  Ireland  that  would  lead  me 

^^  the  conclusion  that  this  Vote  should  be 

ostponed  or  that  the  right  hon.  and 

?jamed  Gentleman  should  give  an  un- 

ertaking  that  he  will  be  prepared  to 

^  lake  a  statement  on  Eeport.     It  is  fitter 

-liat  he  should  do   this  than  that    we 

Ikould  allow  the  state  of  his  mind   at 

"^^is   moment  to  be  made  the  cause  of 

UT  foregoing  a  discussion  on  a  matter 

f    urgent   public  importance.     Is  the 

ight  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  aware 

!;hat  the  Sheriff  proceede<1  to  this  district 

of  Tang  to  carry  out  these  evictions  with 

is  escort  of  four  bailiffs,  but  without 

,iiy  policemen  or  any  armed  attendants 

^whatever?    If  that  is  so,   and  if  the 

Sheriff  of  Westmeath  was  able  to  proceed 

:Sn  a  matter,  and  on  an  occasion  so  likely 

■%o  excite  public  passion  as  the  eviction  of 

m.  number  of  persons  from  their  homes — 

df  ho  was  able  to  proceed  without    a 

^uard  of  police  or  soldiers,  that,  it  seems 

to   mo,   is  sufficient  to  show  that  the 

district  was  in  a  quiet   state.     Then 

another  fact  to  which  the  Committee 

must  have  regard  is  that  the  Sheriff 

liaving    gone    through    the    Town    of 

Hullingar  with  his  four  bailiffs,    and 

without  an  escort  was  able  on  that  day 

to  vindicate  the  law,  and  to  enforce  the 


processes  of  the  law  placed  in  his  hands 
by  evicting  all  the  people  mentioned  in 
the  processes  from  their  homes.     I  say 
that  if  the  Sheriff  went  without  escort, 
and  was  able  to  evict  these  people  with- 
out resistance  it  would  appear  that  primd 
facte  a  case  is  established  of  the  impolicy 
of  these  prosecutions,  and  I  would  say 
that  looking  at    the  state  of    County 
Westmeath,    as  established  by    police 
returns  which  show  an  absence  of  crime, 
that  public  poliey  dictates  that  the  right 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  ought  to 
accept  my  view  of  this  matter — that  view 
being    that  a    number  of   highly   re- 
spectable persons  whose  characters  are 
unimpeachable  should  not  be  prosecuted 
under  the  powers  the  Government  have 
lately  acquired  in  the  state  in  which  we 
find  this  county.     If  these  prosecutions 
take  place   what  will   be  their  result? 
Why    the  result   will    be    to    implant 
feelings  of  resentment,  possibly  of  exas- 
peration in  the  minds  of  the  g^eat  body 
of  the  people  of  Westmeath,  and  to  keep 
open  a  sore  in  the  county  by  placing  a 
number  of  men  in  prison  for  acts  which 
though  they  may  havo  exceeded   the 
bounds  of  discretion  were  certainly  con- 
ceived in  the  public  interest.    I  notice 
also  a  very  curious  thing  which  is  this, 
that  these  men  are  summoned  on  double 
sets  of  summonses.     Surely  when  the 
law  is  vindicated,  when  the  Sheriff  has 
carried  out  his  object,  when  the  people 
have  been  driven  from  their  homes,  and 
the  landlord  has  obtained  the  full  effect 
of  the  letter  of  the  law  and  the  last 
atom  of  bis  rights,  I  may  ask  what  more 
can  be  desired  ?    Has  not  the  landlord 
had  his  way,  has  not  the  Sheriff  had  his 
way,  have  not*the  Government  had  their 
way?    Why  should  you  pursue  these 
people  vindictively    in  this  way,    and 
issue  double  sets  of  summonses  against 
them  ?    Let  the    Government    proceed 
fairly  in  this  matter.    Let  them  indict 
the  defendants  either  for  riot  or  for  re- 
sistance whichever  the  evidence  in  their 
hands  might  seem  more  fully  to  support, 
but  do  not  let  them  avail  themselves  of 
double  sets  of  summonses,  otherwise  it 
will  seem  that  they  are  actuated  by  a 
cowardly  and  vindictive  policy,  and  that 
their  object  is  to  enable  magistrates  to 
inflict     sentences     apparently    light  — 
namely,  three  weeks  for  obstruction  and 
three  weeks  for  riot — ^to  inflict  sentences 
separately  which  if  inflicted  in  one  term 
would  entitle  the  defendants  to  an  appeaL 
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Sentences  of  this  kind  if  inflicted  in  in- 
btalments,  neither  of  thein  exceeding  a 
month,  would  deprive  the  defendants  of  . 
the  right  of  appeal,  and  would  place 
them  at  the  mercy  of  two  Resident 
Magistrates.  That  is  not  a  true  inter- 
pretation of  the  law,  and  I  would  ask  the 
right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  to 
require  the  Local  Authorities  to  proceed 
either  on  one  summons  or  on  the  other, 
but  not  on  both.  The  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  has  appealed  to  mj 
hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Tuite)  to  be  silent  on 
this  question  —  silent  where  silence 
would  mean  approval  of  illegal  doings 
on  the  part  of  those  who  put  the  Crimes 
Act  into  operation.  If  we  were  silent 
on  these  things  every  petty  magistrate 
and  every  little  pasha  in  Ireland  will 
have  his  own  way.  My  hon.  Friends 
the  Members  for  Westmeath  are  in- 
telligent enough  to  know  that  whatever 
else  may  serve  an  Irishman  in  the  House 
of  Commons  silence  never  does. 

Mr.  HAYDEN  (Leitrim,  S.) :  When 
the  case  comes  on  next  Wednesday,  I 
shall  be  able  to  bring  before  the  right 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  sufficient 
evidence  to  show  him  that  this  prosecu- 
cution  is  undertaken  altogether  from 
vindictive  motives.  It  is  not  undertaken 
in  the  public  interest,  but  to  punish  men 
who  have  successfully  carried  out  the 
Plan  of  Campaign  in  Westmeath.  I  can 
assure  him  that  he  is  very  much  mis- 
taken if  ho  thinks  that  the  men  who 
have  taken  part  in  operations  of  that  kind, 
which  have  had  for  their  object  the  alle- 
viation of  the  distress  of  the  tenantry, 
are  not  prepared  to  accept  the  conse- 
quences their  acts  entail.  Not  even 
u  few  months'  imprisonment  under 
the  Grimes  Act  will  deter  them  from 
doing  their  duty. 

Mil.  EDWARD  HARRINGTON :  I 
would  draw  the  attention  of  the  Com- 
mittee to  a  statement  which  has  fallen 
from  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man the  Attorney  General  for  Ireland, 
lie  has  admitted  that  he  knows  nothing 
at  all  about  this  prosecution,  and  that  he 
has  wired  to  Dublin  Castle,  and  that  they 
know  nothing  about  it.  Evidently,  then, 
lie  would  imply  that  the  Local  Authori- 
ties, or  local  individuals,  have  initiated 
this  prosecution  on  their  own  hook.  Very 
well ;  but  when  once  a  case  is  brought 
into  Court,  and  when  once  the  authori- 
ties are  moved,  the  Government  are 
committed  to  the  preceedings ;  and  we 

Mr.  Sexton 


know  how,  under  such  circumstances, 
they  strain  every  point  in  order  to  insure 
success.  This  is  a  serious  matter  for  all 
of  us  representing  constituencies  in  Ire- 
land. I  speak  as  representing  a  con- 
stituency far  more  disturbed  than  anj 
part  of  Westmeath.  It  is  important  tlu^ 
we  should  know  from  the  Government 
who  are  responsible  for  the  condnct  of 
these  prosecutions — we  should  know 
whether  every  local  despot  and  petty 
magnate,  who  may  be  a  landlord,  and 
who  may  be  hand-and-gloTe  with  the 
district  Inspector,  is  to  be  allowed  to 
organize  a  series  of  important  prosecn- 
tions  far-reachiofi^  in  their  effect  npon 
public  liberty  ?  We  hare  a  right  to  ask 
the  Government  to  tell  us  something  on 
this  point — we  have  a  right  to  complain 
that  their  only  answer  should  be— *'Wd 
know  nothing  at  all  about  it."  I  think 
that  this  is  a  very  grave  state  of  affairs. 
If  we  allow  this  sort  of  thing  to  pass,  we 
shall  really  be  losing  our  g^ip  on  Par- 
liament. No  matter  how  disagreeable 
it  is  for  hon.  Members  on  the  other  side 
of  the  House  to  have  to  listen  to  osnigbt 
after  night  talking  about  subjects  with 
regard  to  which  they  would  rather  hare 
us  silent,  I  would  tell  them  that  we  hare 
reason  to  stand  up  and  speak  in  Parlia- 
ment. If  we  did  not  trouble  the  Hoose, 
as  we  are  doing  to-night,  if  we  did  not 
strain  every  nerve  to  bring  light  to  bear 
upon  transactions  such  as  this  that  forms 
the  subject  of  our  complaint  to-night,  if 
we  did  not  investigate  these  transactions^ 
it  would  hardly  be  possible  for  any 
decent  man  to  live  in  Ireland.  I  coold 
myself  bear  strong  and  distinct  testimony 
to  the  great  value  of  putting  questions  in 
this  House  with  regard  to  Irish  grioT- 
ances.  I  remember — I  do  not  care  to 
refer  to  these  things,  but  it  is  necessary 
to  do  so  now  for  the  purposes  of  illns- 
tration — I  remember  when  1  was  f aTOured 
at  one  time  with  some  attention  under  a 
previous  Crimes  Act.  I  got  six  months' 
imprisonment  under  it.  I  remember 
when  my  case  was  brought  before  this 
House  that  every  time  a  question  was 
put  in  this  House  with  regard  to  it,  some 
concession  or  casement  was  granted  to 
me,  and  no  doubt  at  the  time  I  appre- 
ciated it.  I  believe,  if  I  had  been  kept 
in  gaol  up  to  this  time,  that,  as  toe 
result  of  the  interrogations  of  my  hon. 
Friends,  the  Prison  Authorities  woald 
now  be  supplying  me  with  turtle  soup 
and  champagne.    I  did  not  seek  these 
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of  them,  as  I  am  sure  we  shall  do  in 
January  or  February  next,  when  we 
meet  again,  he  will  be  able  to  tell  us  on 
what  grounds  it  was  he  advised  these 
prosecutions,  or  allowed  them  to  take 
place.  He  must  accept  the  responsibility 
of  the  initial  steps  that  are  taken,  as  well 
as  all  further  prosecutions.  If  he  does  not 
do  that,  but  allows  the  local  police  and 
magisterial  authorities  to  take  the  initia- 
tive, I  say  that  the  Government  are 
committed  to  a  policy  of  prosecutions 
which  will  shock  the  feelings  of  all  other 
countries — which  the  better  judgment 
of  all  but  the  Government  and  their 
supporters  will  condemn.  The  small  Local 
Authorities  cannot  be  condemned  as  it 
will  be  possible  to  condemn  highofficials. 
The  Head  Constable  we  know  backs  the 
Sergeant;  the  District  Inspector  backs 
the  Head  Constable ;  the  County  In- 
spector backs  the  District  Inspector; 
the  Crown  Prosecutor  backs  the  County 
Inspector,  and  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  will  back  the  Crown  Prose- 
cutor and  all  the  rest  of  them ;  so  that 
he  it  is  who  is  and  must  be  responsible. 
We  want  to  know  where  the  real  initia- 
tive is  in  these  g^ave  cases,  and  we  have 
a  right  to  demand  an  answer. 

Mb.  GIBSON:  The  hon.  Member 
says  that,  because  these  prosecutions  are 
several  days  old  I  ought  to  know  some- 
thing about  them.  I  have  already  said, 
and  I  now  repeat,  that  I  have  no  know- 
ledge of  these  prosecutions.  For  aught 
I  know,  they  may  be  private  prosecutions. 
If  they  are  private  prosecutions  they 
cannot,  as  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  must 
know  very  well,  in  any  way  come  under 
my  observation. 

Mr.  TUITE:  These  ard^not  private 
prosecutions. 

Mr.  GIBSON:  The  hon.  Gentleman 
has  not  told  us  the  names  of  the  prose- 
cutors. 

Mr.  TUITE :  Here  is  a  telegram  I 
have  received  to-day — 


B      favours,  and  I  only  mention  them  as  a 
I      clear  and  distinct  proof  of  the  value  of 
I      calling  attention  to  these  subjects  in  this 
I      House.  The  Local  Authorities  in  Ireland 
E      are  afraid  of  these  discussions.     Well, 
I      inasmuch   as  we  are  approaching  the 
I      dark  night  of  the  Parliamentary  Eecess 
i      in   a  short  time,  the  right  hon.    and 
I!     learned  Gentleman  will  be  freed  from 
I     the  importunities  of  the  Irish  Members. 
[i     I  want,  therefore,  while  there  is  still  time, 
I     to   impress   upon   the   right  hon.  and 
I      learned  Gentleman   the  desirability  of 
t      acquainting  himself  with  the  circum- 
stances of  these  prosecutions  before  he 
allows  them  to  take  place — I  do  not  say 
with  the  circumstances  of  every  petti- 
fogging case,  but  with  the  circumstances 
of  every  serious  matter  that  arises — 
wherever  there  is  a  case  involving  the 
imprisonment  of  a  number  of  respectable 
persons  in  a  district,  especially  in  a  dis- 
trict where  you  have  begun  to  use  the 
Crimes  Act  for  the  first  time  that  he 
should  not  allow  proceedings  to  go  on 
without  knowing  the  nature  of  them,  and 
without  being  able  to  accept  full  respon- 
sibility for  what  is  done.     Seeing  that 
the  Crimes  Act  was  wrenched  from  our 
grasp  by  the  closure,  and  taken  from 
this  House  to  be  applied  to  Ireland,  it 
is  not  too  much  for  us  to  expect  and  to 
demand  that  the  Goverment  should  make 
themselves  aware  of  every  step  that  is 
taken  under  it — certainly  of  every  initial 
step    taken   under    it — and    that    they 
should  be  ready  at  any  moment  to  enter 
into  a  discussion  of  the  cases.     It  would 
not  be  proper  now,  not  having  the  sum- 
monses or  the  facts  before  us  to  go  into 
the  merits  of  the  cases  referred  by  my 
hon.  Friend ;  but  it  is  a  very  strong 
proceeding,  when  a  case  of  this  magni- 
tude arises,  if  it  is  allowed  to  go  on 
without  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman giving  us  an  answer  as  to  who 
directed  this  prosecution,  what  it  is  for, 
and  what  is  the  policy  at  the  root  of  it  ? 
It    is   not   enough   to  say  people   are 

Erosecuted  in  Ireland  because  they 
roke  the  law.  People  sometimes 
break  the  law  with  impunity,  and 
are  sometimes  prosecuted  vindictively, 
without  having  broken  the  law ;  and 
I  think  that  every  Member  representing 
an  Irish  constituency  ought  to  do  his 
best  to  extract  from  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  a  promise  that  he 
will  apply  his  mind  to  these  serious  cases, 
and  that  when  we  come  to  the  discussion 


'*  Both  sammoDHos  for  Tang  Evictions.  Sco 
Examintr  for  Saturday  week.  One  for  riot; 
other,  resistance  and  obstruction—*' 

An  hon.  Member  :  Name. 

Mr.  TUITE:  T.  H.  Davis  is  the 
name. 

'*  One  for  riot ;  other,  resistance  and  obstruc- 
tion under  Section  2,  Sub-section  3  a.  Will  be 
heard  at  Glasson,  Wednesday  next.  Two 
summonses  framed  to  get  accumulative  sentence 
and  thus  prevent  appeaL  Have  just  hei^  26 
others  summoned.    Hayden.'* 
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The  telegram  says  the  prosecution  is 
under  Section  2,  Sub-section  3a,  of  the 
Crimes  Act.  Surely,  then,  that  is  a 
Government  prosecution. 

Mr.  GIBSON :  I  am  quite  right  in 
my  surmise.  The  name  of  the  prose- 
cutor is  not  mentioned  in  the  telegram, 
and,  for  all  the  Committee  knows,  the 
prosecution  may  be  private. 

Mr.  SEXTON:  Under  the  Crimes 
Act? 

Mr.  GIBSON :  It  is  perfectly  possible, 
on  the  information  the  hon.  Member 
has  submitted  to  us,  that  these  prosecu- 
tions may  be  private  prosecutions,  be- 
cause I  may  tell  the  hon.  Gentleman 
that  if  any  person  felt  himself  aggrieved 
by  resistance  offered  to  the  action  of  the 
Sheriff,  there  is  nothing  to  prevent  him 
taking  out  the  summonses.  There  is 
nothing  to  prevent  a  bailiff  taking  out  a 
summons  if  he  has  been  obstructed,  and 
the  point  we  have  to  deal  with  is  whe- 
ther these  are  private  summonses  or 
official  summonses.  But,  whether  they 
are  or  not,  I  have  said  I  am  not  ac- 
quainted with  the  facts.  I  have  informed 
hon.  Members  that  I  have  wired  for  the 
facts,  and  notwithstanding  that,  they 
will  persist  in  going  on  with  the  inquiry. 
With  regard  to  what  has  fallen  from 
them,  I  do  not  think  it  would  be  right 
for  me  to  make  any  statement  as  to 
matters  of  which  I  know  nothing — it 
would  not  be  right  for  me  to  make  any 
statement  without  knowing  who  the 
prosecutor  is,  and  without  knowing  any- 
thing about  the  facts.  With  regard  to 
the  allegation  that  two  summonses  ha^e 
been  issued  in  each  case,  that  allegation 
may  or  may  not  be  well  founded,  but 
even  if  it  is  the  two  summonses  may  be 
requisite  under  the  two  heads  to  ensure 
that  a  sufficient  amount  of  material  is 
obtained  to  bring  home  the  guilt  of  the 
parties.  It  might  be  that  the  facts  in 
the  one  summons  were  not  sufficient  to 
support  one  charge,  and  that  it  would 
be  necessary  to  proceed  under  the  other ; 
but,  as  I  say,  I  am  not  able  to  discuss 
the  matter  without  knowing  what  the 
facts  are.  I  cannot  go  into  the  matter 
under  existing  circumstances  at  all.  An 
hon.  Member  said,  in  the  course  of  this 
discussion,  that  no  prosecution  should 
over  be  initiated  without  some  pre- 
liminary direction  on  the  part  of  the 
Attorney  General.  Let  mo  mention 
what  has  been  often  stated  by  my  right 
hon.   and   learned  Predecessor   in  this 

Mr.  Tuite 


Office — namely,  that  if  the  Irish  At- 
torney General  is  to  direct  every  prose- 
cution in  the  first  instance — that  is  to 
say,  in  its  initial  stage,  before  the  sum- 
mons is  taken  out — he  would  requira 
to  have  every  day  a  day  of  48 
hours,  and  to  work  through  every  hour. 
He  has,  as  things  are  at  present,  an 
enormous  amount  of  work  to  do ;  but  it 
would  be  impossible  for  him,  even 
though  he  worked  like  a  slave,  to  get 
through  the  business  hon.  Gentlemen 
wish  him  to  attend  to.  The  directing  of 
prosecutions  is  not  a  thing  whieli  can  be 
done  by  the  finger;  it  is  not  a  thing 
which  can  be  done  by  turning  over  page 
after  page.  I  have  done  a  great  deal  oi 
finger  business,  and  everyone  who  has 
been  at  the  Bar  knows  the  immense 
amount  of  work  which  is  done  in  that 
way;  but  in  the  matter  of  these  pro- 
secutions, it  is  necessary  to  proceed  very 
carefully,  to  read  a  great  deal  of  evi- 
dence, and  a  great  many  commanications 
which  may  be  brought  before  you.  The 
method  of  proceeding  is  this.  In  the 
initial  stages  steps  are  taken  by  the 
parties  on  the  spot,  and  when  the  cases 
have  proceeded  some  distanoe,  they  are 
brought  before  the  attention  of  the  At- 
torney General.  If  the  cases  are  of  an 
important  character  which  should  be 
proceeded  with  at  once,  they  are  placed 
in  the  hands  of  the  Crown  Solicitor,  and 
are  sent  to  the  Attorney  General ;  but 
as  hon.  Members  opposite  are  aware,  it 
is  only  in  very  few  cases  that  that  coarse 
is  pursued.  In  the  great  majority  of 
cases  the  police  prosecute.  It  is  only 
when  cases  have  arrived  at  a  certain 
period  of  development  that  thenr  are  sub- 
mitted to  the  Attorney  General.  To  say 
that  no  prosecutions  should  take  place 
throughout  the  whole  of  Ireland  until 
they  received  the  sanction  of  the  At- 
torney General  would  be  to  require  an 
amount  of  work  from  that  official  whicb 
it  would  be  physically  impossible  lor 
liim  to  undertake.  I  state  that  at  once. 
I  do  not  avoid  the  responsibiUty  of  all 
Crown  prosecutions.  I  think  the  respon- 
sibility for  all  prosecutions  initiated  by 
officials  representing  the  Qovemment 
should  be  assumed  by  the  Attorney 
General;  and  let  not  hon.  Genlleman 
opposite  think  that  becanse  I  have  not 
personally  directed  a  proseoation  in  the 
tirst  instance  that  I  wish  to  evade  re- 
sponsibility for  that  proseontiim.  I 
desire  to  do  nothing  of  the  kind.    I  am 
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responsible  for  the  action  of  every  Ses- 
sional Grown  Solicitor  and  every  Crown 
Prosecutor;  but  I  would  repeat  the 
appeal  I  addressed  to  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite  at  the  beginning — I  would  ask 
them  not  to  continue  this  discussion 
until  we  know  what  the  nature  of  the 
prosecution  is.  I  have  done  the  utmost 
in  my  power  to  obtain  information,  and 
I  do  not  think  hon.  Members  can  charge 
me  with  treating  the  case  with  indiffer- 
ence. 

Mr.  DEASY  :  I  would  press  the  right 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  to  give  us 
some  kind  of  assurance  that  on  the 
Report  stage  of  this  Vote  he  will  be 
able  to  give  us  a  full  explanation  of  the 
matter  referred  to  by  the  hon.  Member 
for  West  Belfast  (Mr.  Sexton.)  That  is 
a  very  fair  proposition,  particularly  after 
the  speech  we  have  just  heard  from  the 
right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman.  He 
says  he  undertakes  to  be  responsible  for 
every  prosecution  under  the  Grimes  Act. 
Well,  Sir,  if  he  is  responsible  for  every 
prosecution  under  the  Grimes  Act,  why 
not  in  a  couple  of  days  hence — say,  on 
Monday,  when  the  Eeport  stage  of  the 
Vote  will  be  taken — be  prepared  to  come 
down  and,  in  a  few  sentences,  give  my 
hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  West  Bel- 
fast the  particulars  he  has  demanded. 
Let  me  point  out  that  the  alleged  offences 
in  respect  of  which  these  prosecutions 
are  about  to  take  place  occurred  a  fort- 
night ago,  and  that  it  is  only  reasonable 
to  think  that  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  should  have  been  consulted 
in  a  matter  of  such  grave  importance  as 
this  is — particularly  as  the  Government 
are  at  the  initial  stages  of  putting  the 
Crimes  Act  into  operation.  This  is  one 
of  the  most  important  prosecutions  which 
have  yet  been  initiated.  The  prose- 
cution of  the  hon.  Member  for  North- 
East  Cork  (Mr.  William  O'Brien)  is, 
perhaps,  the  most  important ;  but  the 
prosecution  we  are  now  discussing  is 
only  of  secondary  importance  to  that,  on 
account  of  the  importance  of  the  gen- 
tleman who  is  mainly  interested,  and 
are  we  to  believe  that  the  Law  Officers  of 
the  Crown  in  Dublin  Castle  have  not 
been  consulted  in  regard  to  this  case  ? 
Why  it  is  not  one  man,  but  27  gentle- 
men, who  are  to  be  prosecuted,  and  the 
prosecution  is  to  take  place  under  the 
2nd  clause  of  the  Crimes  Act.  I 
refuse  to  credit  the  statement  of  the 
right  hon.   and  learned  Gentleman.    I 


do  not  mean  to  say  that  I  believe  the 
right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  has 
heard  about  the  case,  hut  I  think  I  know 
who  has  heard  about  it.  I  think  Mr. 
Peter  O'Brien,  the  Solicitor  General  for 
Ireland,  whose  name  is  so  heartily  de- 
tested by  every  right  thinking  man  in 
that  country,  knows  something  about 
the  matter.  I  believe  that  Mr.  Peter 
O'Brien  has  refrained  from  giving  the 
right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  any 
information  upon  the  subject,  because 
he  knew  that  the  question  would  be 
raised  in  this  House,  and  he  desired  the 
right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  to  be 
in  a  comfortable  state  of  ignorance,  and 
unable  to  answer  Questions  put  to  him 
in  this  House.  So  far  as  my  limited 
knowledge  of  Criminal  Law  is  con- 
cerned, especially  of  the  working  of  the 
Crimes  Acts,  I  believe  that  the  informa- 
tion the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man has  conveyed,  whether  unwillingly 
or  not,  is  erroneous.  He  led  the  Com- 
mittee to  believe  that  there  was  a  pro- 
secution, or  that  there  may  be  a  prose- 
cution instituted  by  private  individuals 
under  the  Grimes  Act  uninstruoted  by 
the  Government.  Will  the  right  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  be  kind  enough 
to  inform  me  of  any  case  of  this  kind 
where  a  private  individual  has  initi- 
ated a  prosecution  without  the  aid  of 
the  Crown  Lawyers  ?  I  believe  the  right 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman's  statement 
is  entirely  at  variance  with  the  facts,  and 
entirely  at  variance  with  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  Criminal  Law,  so  far  as 
these  exceptional  measures  are  con- 
cerned. This  prosecution  must  of  neces- 
sity have  been  initiated  by  the  police  or 
by  the  Authorities  at  Dublin  Castle; 
and  that  being '  so,  it  is  impossible  for 
the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
to  get  up  in  this  House  and  persuade  us 
that  we  are  not  entitled  to  discuss  the 
question  until  we  are  in  a  position 
to  name  the  prosecutors  in  the  case. 
We  all  know  who  the  prosecutor  is, 
though  we  have  not  had  his  name 
mentioned  to-night.  The  Sub-Inspector 
in  charge  of  the  police  at  Tang,  no 
doubt,  is  prosecuting  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Solicitor  General  (Mr.  Peter 
O'Brien). 

Mr.  GIBSON:  The  hon.  Member's 
statement  is  entirely  incorrect.  He 
owes  the  statement  entirely  to  his  own 
imagination. 

Mr.  DEASY :  Which  statement  ? 
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Mb.  GIBSON  :  The  statement  that 
these  prosecutions  are  being  conducted 
with  the  knowledge  of  the  Solicitor 
General  for  Ireland. 

Me.  T.  M.  HEALY:  How  do  you 
know  they  are  not  ? 

Mb.  DEASY  :  Here,  then,  is  a  new 
light  thrown  on  this  subject.  Until  now 
we  thought  that  Mr.  Peter  0*Brien  was 
consulted  in  this  case ;  but  now  we  are 
asked  to  give  credence  to  the  extra- 
ordinary statement  that  the  Solicitor 
General  in  Dublin  Castle  is  doing  no- 
thing but  receiving  his  large  salary  from 
this  House,  and  is  not  consulted  by 
Local  Authorities  with  reference  to  im- 
portant prosecutions  under  the  Crimes 
Act.  I  leave  that  statement  to  the  Com- 
mittee— I  leave  the  Committee  to  form 
its  own  opinion  upon  it.  I  ask  them 
this  one  question — whether,  if  assertions 
of  that  kind  had  been  made  during  the 
passage  of  the  Crimes  Act  through  this 
House,  the  House  would  have  been  so 
ready  to  place  the  administration  of  that 
drastic  Act  in  the  hands  of  local  police- 
men ;  because  that  is  what  the  statement 
of  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
amounts  to.  It  amounts  to  this — that  the 
Executive  Authority  in  Dublin  is  not  con- 
sulted by  the  Local  Authorities  as  to  the 
prosecutions  entered  upon  under  the 
Crimes  Act.  We  Irish  Members  were  all 
under  the  impression,  and  I  believe  Eng- 
lish Members  were  under  the  impression 
as  well,  that  nothing  of  consequence 
would  be  done  under  that  Act  without 
consultation  with  the  highest  Legal 
Authorities  in  Ireland.  We  were  under 
the  impression  that  the  Government 
would  control  all  these  matters;  and  I  do 
not  think  it  possible  .that  the  number  of 
Gentlemen  who  voted  for  the  passing  of 
this  Act,  having  regard  to  the  character 
of  the  police  and  the  magistrates  of  Ire- 
land, would  have  sanctioned  the  prin- 
ciple of  allowing  these  people  to  initiate 
prosecutions  without  consulting  the  right 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the  Attorney 
General  for  Ireland,  or  the  Solicitor  Gene- 
ral, who  acts  under  him.  I  do  not  believe 
it  possible.  I  believe  this  House  acted 
under  a  misapprehension  in  passing  the 
Crimes  Act,  and  I  was  never  more  con- 
vinced of  it  than  at  this  moment.  I  do 
not  think  anyone  would  have  dared  to 
make  the  statement  which  the  right 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  has  made 
to-night  when  the  Crimes  Act  was 
under    discussion    in    this    House  —  I 


mean  the  statement  that  District  In- 
spector Davis  could  initiate  a  prose- 
cution under  this  Act  without  the  know- 
ledge of  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman. It  seems  to  me  that  the  deli- 
berate policy  of  the  Police  Authorities 
under  the  control  of  the  Irish  Executive 
who  are  responsible  to  the  right  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  is  to  bring  about 
disturbance.  Their  action,  I  believe,' 
has  been  dictated  by  a  desire  and  a  wish 
to  stir  up ill-feelingin  County  Westmeath, 
and  to  turn  that  county  from  a  peace- 
able and  orderly  condition  into  such  a 
condition  as  it  was  in  15  or  16  years 
ago,  when  it  was  found  necessary  to 
pass  several  Coercion  Acts  for  it  in 
order  to  keep  the  people  within  the  law. 
Never  has  the  county  been  in  a  more 
orderly,  quiet,  and  peaceable  state  than 
it  is  at  this  moment.  No  crimes  have 
occurred  there  ;  nothing  in  the  nature  of 
intimidation  or  Boycotting  worth  men- 
tioning has  occurred  there;  evictions 
have  been  carried  out  without  disturb- 
ance, and  everything  has  gone  on 
smoothly  and  peaceably.  But  now  we 
have  a  District  Inspector,  or  one  of 
his  constables,  initiating  a  prosecution 
against  a  body  of  respectable  men  with 
the  deliberate  object  of  driving  the 
county  into  a  state  of  disorder.  I  shall 
have  a  word  or  two  to  say  directly  in 
regard  to  another  matter ;  but,  before  I 
sit  down,  I  would  demand,  on  the  part 
of  my  hon.  Friends,  that  the  right  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  will  be  prepared 
to  make  a  statement  on  this  question  on 
Beport  of  the  Vote,  when  it  comes  to  be 
taken  on  Monday  night.  He  has  given 
as  an  excuse  for  not  doing  anything  of 
the  sort  now,  that  it  may,  perhaps, 
militate  against  the  prisoners  or  the 
accused.  We  have  had  a  declaration 
on  behalf  of  those  gentlemen  that  they 
are  not  afraid  of  anything  that  may  take 
place  on  Wednesday  next.  They  are 
ready  to  take  the  risk  of  any  announce- 
ment that  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  may  make  in  this  House. 
The  excuse  of  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  makes  is  one  that  we  are 
thoroughly  sick  of.  I  have  heard  ex- 
cuses of  this  kind  put  forward  time  after 
time  during  the  last  three  or  four  years. 
Their  object  is  to  shield  the  officials  in 
Ireland.  They  are  put  forward  in  order 
to  save  members  of  the  Executive  from 
the  inconvenience  of  making  statements 
that  would  reflect  upon  the  conduct  of 
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the  Government  with  which  they  are 
connected.  So  far  as  I  am  concerned,  I 
do  not  attach  the  slightest  importance 
to  the  scruples  of  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman.  I  think  they  are 
Boruples  which  are  entirely  baseless,  for 
surely  when  hon.  Members  connected 
with  the  county,  and  when  one  hon.  Gen- 
tleman who  is  a  brother  of  one  of  the 
persons  prosecuted  has  consented  to 
come  forward  and  to  say  that  they  are 
willing,  on  the  part  of  those  accused,  to 
take  any  responsibility  which  might 
attach  to  a  declaration  of  the  policy  of 
the  Government  in  this  matter  on 
Monday  next,  I  cannot  see  that  the  Go- 
vernment have  the  slightest  excuse  for 
not  giving  us  that  explanation,  and  all 
the  information  we  require.  If  we  do 
not  get  some  reply  on  this  point  from 
the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman, 
I  think  it  will  be  necessary  for  us  to 
move  the  postponement  of  the  Vote,  or  to 
move  that  Progress  be  reported.  I  ask 
the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
if  ho  will  give  us  some  assurance  on  the 
points  which  have  been  raised  by  my 
hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  West 
Belfast? 

Colonel  NOLAN  (Galway,  N.) :  We 
are  always  ready  to  believe  the  state- 
ments of  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  the  Attorney  General  for 
Ireland,  and  when  he  told  us  that  he 
could  read  very  quickly  with  his  fingers 
we  accepted  that  statement  very  readily. 
1  think  on  the  present  occasion,  how- 
ever, that  he  has  been  very  badly  served 
by  the  telegraph  clerks.  I  see  that  he 
has  something  that  appears  very  much 
like  a  telegram  in  his  hand  at  this 
moment — probably  it  is  a  telegram 
bearing  upon  this  matter. 

Mr.  GIBSON  :  It  is.  It  was  put  into 
my  hands  while  the  hon.  Member  for 
West  Mayo  (Mr.  Deasy)  was  speaking. 
It  states  that  the  summonses  have  been 
served  for  riot  and  obstructing  the  police. 
The  cases  will  be  heard  at  the  Glasson 
Petty  Sessions  on  the  17th  instant,  and 
the  proceedings  have  been  initiated  with 
the  concurrence  of  the  Divisional  Magis- 
trates 

Mr.  SEXTON:  The  interruption  of 
the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
leaves  this  case  in  a  very  singular  posi- 
tion. He  stated  that  he  was  ignorant  of 
the  circumstances  of  the  cases.  We  can 
ezcase  him  for  that.  He  is  removed 
from  Dublin  Castle,  and  has  been  for 
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some  time.  We  all  admit  that  his  at- 
tention has  been  largely  taken  up  by 
affairs  of  great  importance  in  this  House, 
so  that  we  can  quite  understand  his 
ignorance.  But  he  told  us  that  the 
Solicitor  General  was  also  ignorant  of 
what  was  going  on  in  connection  with 
these  prosecutions.  He  knows  nothing 
about  the  matter  himself,  and  the  Soli- 
citor General  for  Ireland  knows  nothing 
about  it.  Surely  this  is  very  extra- 
ordinary. The  telegram  he  has  just 
read  shows  that  the  matters  out  of 
which  this  prosecution  arises  occurred 
on  the  1 7th  ultimo — that  is  1 6  days  ago— 
at  Mullingar,  only  a  short  distance  from 
the  seat  of  government  in  Ireland.  A 
new  Coercion  Act  has  been  passed ;  a 
Sheriff  proceeds  to  evict  a  number  of 
persons  50  miles  from  Dublin  ;  a  dis- 
turbance arises,  and  prosecutions  are 
initiated  ;  and  actually  16  days  after- 
wards we  are  told  that  the  Law  Officers 
of  the  Crown,  whose  enormous  salaries 
were  discussed  here  in  the  earlier  part 
of  the  evening,  are  ignorant  of  the  cir- 
cumstances under  which  the  prosecu- 
tions arise,  and  have  not  made  up  their 
minds  whether  the  policy  of  the  prose- 
cutions is  such  as  they  can  approve  of. 
That,  Sir,  seems  to  me  an  exhibition  of 
administrative  incapacity,  or  negligence, 
which  would  disgrace  the  Government 
of  China.  If  I  knew  any  other  phrase 
more  wedded  to  the  situation  than 
administrative  incapacity  I  would  substi- 
tute that  phrase.  The  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  endeavoured  to  in- 
duce the  Committee  to  abandon  the  dis- 
cussion on  this  question,  on  the  plea 
that  this  might  not  be  a  prosecution, 
but  that  some  private  person  might 
have  been  so  anxious  to  vindicate  the 
law  as  to  proceed  against  these  27  per- 
sons on  his  own  responsibility. 

Mr.  GIBSON :  I  said  nothing  of  the 
sort.  What  I  said  was  that  I  knew 
nothing  of  the  facts ;  but  that,  for  all 
we  knew,  the  prosecutions  might  have 
been  initiated  by  private  persons. 

Mr.  SEXTON:  The  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  might  just  as  well 
suggest  that  the  prosecutions  were 
initiated  by  an  Archangel  as,  in  a  case 
of  this  kind,  that  they  might  have  been 
initiated  by  a  private  individual.  Who 
ever  heard  of  the  like  ?  There  was  a 
Crimes  Act  in  force  between  the  12th  of 
June,  1882,  and  the  14th  of  Augusti 
1885.    A  great  many  men  were  prose- 
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outed  during  that  time — a  great  many 
went  to  gaol,  and  some  to  the  gallows. 
But  does  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  know  any  persons  being 
prosecuted  by  private  individuals  under 
that  Act  ? 

Me.  GIBSON:  No. 

^  Me.    sexton  :  Then,  let  him  hold 
his  peace. 

Me.  GIBSON:  The  hon.  Member 
must  permit  me  to  claim  to  know  some- 
thing about  these  matters.  Without 
referring  to  the  Act  of  1882,  I  would 
remind  the  hon.  Member  that  Sub- 
Inspector  Milling  was  prosecuted  pri- 
vately by  the  hon.  Member  for  Mid 
Cork  (Dr.  Tanner).  Then,  again,  Lord 
Milltown's  prosecution  was  a  private 
affair.  The  hon.  Member  must  know 
perfectly  well  that  prosecutions  can  bo 
initiated  by  private  individuals. 

Me.  sexton  :  The  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman's  argument  would 
lose  nothing  if  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  GenUeman  himself  endeavoured 
to  be  a  little  more  calm.  I  was  making 
no  reflection  upon  the  fullness  of  his 
knowledge.  I  am  perfectly  sensible  of 
the  amount  of  his  information  on  these 
subjects.  All  I  would  ask  is  that  he 
should  share  that  knowledge  with  us. 
The  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
is  asked  to  cite  a  case  where  a  prosecu- 
tion occurred,  under  the  Crimes  Act, 
initiated  by  a  private  person,  and  he  has 
not  done  so  yet.  He  mentions  Sub- 
Inspector  Milling's  case ;  but  I  would 
remind  him  that  the  prosecution,  in 
that  instance,  was  under  the  ordinary 
law.  I  understand  also  that  Lord 
Milltown's  case  was  under  the  ordinary 
law? 

Mb.  GIBSON :  No ;  it  was  under  the 
Crimes  Act. 

Me.  SEXTON :  Then,  it  was  a  soli- 
tary case ;  and  the  other  case  referred 
to  by  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man was  under  the  ordinary  law:  Our 
contention  is  that  private  prosecutions 
are  not  initiated  under  Coercion  Law  in 
Ireland.  If  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  expected  any  of  us  to  be- 
lieve that  in  a  case  where  a  landlord  has 
got  possession  of  his  land,  where  the 
Sherm  has  executed  his  functions,  where 
the  bailiffs  have  got  their  fees,  and 
where  the  process  of  the  law  has  been 
fully  and  completely  effected,  that  it  is 
necessary  to  institute  a  prosecution 
against  27  persons  for  the  mere  purpose 
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of  vindicating  the  law  in  Ireland,  he 
asks  us  to  accept  a  thing  which  common 
sense  at  once  rejects.  The  suggestion 
he  made  a  little  time  ago,  that  this 
prosecution  might  have  been  a  private 
one,  was  a  suggestion  which  was  not 
worthy  of  his  ingenuity.  I  would  ask 
the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
whether,  on  this  occasion,  he,  in  conjunc- 
tion with  the  Solicitor  General  for  Ire- 
land, will  examine  into  the  details  of 
this  case,  and  elect  to  proceed  upon  one 
or  other  of  the  summonses  issued 
against  these  defendants  ? 

Mb.  GIBSON:  I  would  point  out 
that  these  are  alternative  summonses, 
enabling  the  proceedings  to  be  taken 
under  one  charge  should  the  evidence  in 
the  other  one  prove  insufficient. 

Me.  sexton  :  I  ask  that  the  right 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  or  the 
hon.  and  learned  Solicitor  General  for 
Ireland  will  be  good  enough  to  look 
over  the  evidence,  and  to  make  up  their 
minds  upon  which  summons  they  should 
proceed.  Surely  that  is  not  too  great  an 
exaction  to  place  on  the  intelligence  and 
patience  of  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  and  his  Colleague.  The  magis- 
trates may  be  found  perfectly  willing  to 
And  these  defendants  guilty  twice  over 
for  the  same  proceeding.  We  wish  to 
avoid  the  possibility  of  any  such  occur- 
rence. We  ask  that  the  charge  shall 
only  be  one,  and  that  if  these  gentle- 
men are  punished  it  shall  only  be  for 
one  offence.  We  ask,  therefore,  th^t  the 
right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  will 
decide  which  of  the  summonses  shall 
form  the  subject  of  the  prosecution,  be- 
cause if  the  Divisional  Magistrates  at  the 
head  of  the  local  hierarchy  are  called 
upon  to  try  these  persons  under  the  two 
summonses  they  may  And  them  guilty 
under  each,  and  sentence  them  to  impri- 
sonment for  two  offences,  and  send  them 
to  gaol  for  two  short  periods  which,  if 
put  together,  would  exceed  the  period  of 
imprisonment  that,  if  given  in  one  sen- 
tence, would  entitle  the  accused  to  an 
appeal.  The  cases  are  down  to  be  heard 
on  Wednesday  next.  Well,  Sir,  we  will 
raise  this  matter  on  the  Report  of  the 
present  Vote ;  and  I  ask  the  right  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  to  make  the 
most  of  the  interval  between  now  and 
the  Eeport  stage,  and  to  obtain  informa- 
tion on  this  subject.  I  ask  him  to  give 
some  consideration  to  the  point  I  have 
just  raised. 
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Mb.  TUITE  :  I  must  press,  on  behalf 
of  mj  constituents  and  of  the  electors  in 
my  Colleague's  Division,  for  an  answer 
to  the  statement  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  West  Belfast.  It  is  now  evident  that 
the  apprehensions  that  the  Irish  Party 
expressed  in  this  House  during  the  dis- 
cussions on  the  Crimes  Bill  were  amply 
justi&ed.  I  submit  that  the  course  which 
is  about  to  be  taken  of  proceeding  against 
persons  on  two  separate  charges  in  order 
to  obtain  two  separate  sentences  for  what 
is  practically  one  offence  is  a  proceeding 
in  the  last  degree  contemptible.  It  is  a 
mean  and  contemptible  dodge,  and  un- 
less I  get  a  satisfactory  reply  from  the 
right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  I 
shall  be  constrained  to  move  the  reduc- 
tion of  this  Vote  by  the  sum  of  £1,000. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
**  That  Item  E— £2,000,  Fees  to  Law 
Officers — be  reduced  by  the  sum  of 
£1,000."— (ifr.  Tuite.) 

Mr.  DEASY  :  Before  this  is  put,  Sir, 
I  would  make  one  observation.  Surely  | 
the  speeches  which  have  come  from  \ 
these  Benches  deserve  some  sort  of  reply 
from  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man the  Attorney  General  for  Ireland. 
We  do  not  wish  to  press  this  matter  un- 
duly ;  but  it  is  of  importance  that  we 
should  have  some  expression  of  opinion 
by  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
as  to  his  intentions  on  the  Eeport  stage 
of  this  Vote.  At  any  rate,  it  will  be  our 
duty  to  see  that  the  matter  is  further 
discussed.  The  two  points  upon  which 
we  are  most  anxious  to  have  information 
are  these — whether  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  will,  if  he  is  unable  to 
thoroughly  investigate  the  matter  before 
next  Wednesday,  postpone  the  prosecu- 
tions until  some  later  date ;  and,  secondly, 
we  desire  to  know  whether  he  will  be 
able  to  say  that  the  authorities  who  have 
charge  of  the  prosecutions  will  proceed 
on  one  summons  only  or  on  two  ?  These 
double  summonses  are  evidently  a  dodge 
on  the  part  of  the  police  to  get  the  men 
they  are  proceeding  against  committed 
to  prison  for  a  term  of  six  or  seven  weeks 
without  the  chance  of  an  appeal.  Now, 
Sir,  if  we  have  an  undertaking  from 
the  Government  that  they  will  proceed 
upon  one  charge  only  instead  of  two, 
my  hon.  Friend  will  withdraw  his  oppo- 
sition to  the  Vote.  All  we  want  is  fair 
play.  We  feel  that  it  is  not  the  inten- 
tion of  the  Resident  Magistrates,  who- 


ever they  may  be,  who  will  have  to  hear 
these  cases  to  grant  fair  play  to  these 
accused  persons ;  and  we  submit  that  it 
is  essential,  particularly  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  application  of  such 
an  Act  as  the  Crimes  Act,  for  the  right 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  to  see  that 
everything  is  done  legally,  and  that 
nothing  is  done  which  will  militate 
against  the  liberties  of  the  country. 
There  appears  to  me  to  be  a  conspiracy 
between  the  Resident  Magistrates  and 
the  Police  Authorities  to  drive  the  people 
of  Westmeath  from  peaceful  agitation 
to  a  course  of  action  which  can  only  cul- 
minate in  bloodshed  and  disorder.  It  is 
all  very  well  to  disregard  the  advice  of 
the  Irish  Members ;  but  surely  it  is  to 
our  interest,  as  well  as  it  is  to  the  inte- 
rest of  everyone  living  in  Ireland,  that 
peace  should  be  maintained  in  the  coun- 
try. We  have  no  desire  to  bring  the 
people  into  collision  with  the  powers 
that  be.  We  know  very  well  that  if  a 
collision  should  unfortimately  take  place, 
owing  to  that  difference  in  the  condi* 
tions  of  the  contending  parties,  the 
people  would  come  off  second  best.  We 
do  not  want  to  see  that.  We  wish  to 
have  the  country  in  as  peaceable  and 
quiet  a  state  as  possible.  We  ask  the 
Government  for  their  motive  in  bringing 
forward  this  prosecution,  and  we  also 
ask  them  on  what  the  prosecution  is 
based.  The  difference  between  this 
prosecution  and  that  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  North-East  Cork  (Mr.  William 
O'Brien)  is  well  known.  We  have  heard 
the  grounds  upon  which  proceedings  are 
to  be  taken  against  him  stated  re- 
peatedly here  and  in  the  newspapers; 
but  we  are  not  told  the  facts  in  the  pre- 
sent c^ase.  Parliament,  in  a  few  days, 
will  cease  to  exist  till  next  year,  and  we 
shall  have  no  further  control  over  the 
action  of  the  Executive.  I  say  this  case 
is  an  important  one,  on  account  of  the 
number  of  men  who  are  to  be  prose- 
cuted, and  for  the  reason  that  Mr. 
Hayden,  one  of  the  defendants,  is  a 
prominent  Nationalist  in  Westmeath, 
and  the  proprietor  of  a  newspaper, 
against  which  I  believe  the  prosecution 
is  levelled  far  more  than  against  the 
other  26  men. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  With  regard 
to  the  first  point  of  the  hon.  Member,  it 
is  perfectly  true  that  the  present  arrange- 
ment with  regard  to  the  salaries  of  the 
Resident  Magistrates  is  not  wholly  sati^- 
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abuses  as  we  are  now  contending  against 
could  take  place.  The  Act  has  not  been 
long  in  existence,  and  I  think  we  have 
now  before  us  an  instance  of  the  many 
abuses  that  will  take  place  under  it. 
We  6nd  a  most  important  prosecution 
instituted  without  even  the  right  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  the  Attorney 
General  for  Ireland  or  his  Colleague, 
the  famous  Mr.  Peter  O'Brien,  knowing 
anything  about  it.  That,  we  know, 
confirms  the  opinion  that  the  magis- 
trates in  Ireland  are  our  political  oppo- 
nents, and  more  anxious  to  punish  us 
than  anything  else.  The  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  has  confessed  to  us 
that  he  knows  nothing  of  this  case,  and 
the  Solicitor  General  for  Ireland  has 
confessed  the  same.  We  ask  him  to 
postpone  the  trial  to  a  certain  date,  in 
order  that  he  may  make  himself  con- 
versant with  the  facts.  If  you  want  to 
make  law  and  order  respected  in  Ire- 
land, the  first  thing  you  have  to  do  is 
to  make  it  worthy  of  respect.  The 
Stipendiary  Magistrate,  if  he  is  to  have 
before  him  two  or  three  charges  con- 
nected with  the  same  transaction,  will, 
in  all  probability,  inflict  three  punish- 
ments, one  for  each  charge,  and  thereby 
deprive  the  accused  of  the  right  of 
appeal.  Let  the  Government  recollect 
that  this  is  one  of  the  first  proceedings 
they  are  taking  under  the  Act,  which  is 
a  repulsive  one  in  itself,  even  if  ad- 
ministered in  a  fair  spirit ;  but  if  they 
wish  to  drive  the  people  of  Ireland,  as 
I  believe  they  do,  into  a  desperate  spirit, 
they  will  pursue  their  present  course. 

The  chairman  :  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber must  withdraw  that  expression. 

Mb.  p.  J.  POWER :  I  withdraw  the 
words  **  I  believe  they  do." 

Mb.  FLYNN  :  It  will  be  in  the  re- 
collection  of  the  Committee  that  my 
hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  the  City  of 
Cork  (Mr.  Pamell)  pleaded  for  this  right 
of  appeal,  and  that  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland 
^  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour)  deliberately  evaded 
the  pledge  given  on  that  subject.  Now, 
the  question  which  my  hon.  Friend 
raised  is  the  very  one  which  will  come  on 
.  before  the  Resident  Magistrates.  Butthe 
fright  hon.  and  learned  Attorney  General 
for  Ireland  ays  it  is  easy  to  imagine  a 
case  in  which  there  will  be  three  or  four 
different  sorts  of  summonses  arising  out 
of  acta  done.  That  is  so  ;  but  they  will 
<  not  be  brought  for  the  purpose  of  hav- 


ing different  punishments  awarded  for 
what  arises  out  of  the  same  circum- 
stances. Take  the  case  of  a  trivial 
assault.  Would  it  not  be  most  unjust 
and  unreasonable  that,  arising  out  of 
that  one  assault,  there  should  be  ac- 
cumulative sentences  passed,  amounting 
to,  say,  nine  weeks'  hard  labour  for  one 
offence?  The  effect  of  this  would  be 
that  there  would  be  no  right  of  appeal. 
That  point  was  pressed  with  very  g^eat 
force  in  this  House,  and  also  in  corre- 
spondence in  the  public  Press,  in  which, 
undoubtedly,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  came 
off  second  best.  That  right  of  appeal 
was  contended  for  here,  and  the  ques- 
tion was  fought  over  with  great  perti- 
nacity ;  and  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Chief  Secretary,  as  I  have  said, 
gave  a  distinct  pledge  that  in  these 
cases  the  right  of  appeal  would  lie.  We 
now  test  the  Government  on  the  point. 
We  showed  clearly  at  the  time  that  the 
ingenuity  of  Crown  lawyers  or  District 
Inspectors  would  be  exercised  in  such  a 
manner  that  out  of  one  circumstance 
three  or  four  charges  might  be  made, 
and  a  different  sentence  passed  in  con- 
nection with  each  charge,  and  that  thus, 
if  there  were  no  right  of  appeal,  a  man 
would  practically  get  nine  or  10  weeks, 
or  even  more,  without  any  appeal  what- 
ever. Under  the  Act,  as  it  stands  at 
E resent,  any  sentence  for  a  month  can 
e  appealed  against;  but  there  is  no 
appeal  where  the  sentence  is  under  a 
month.  The  great  ability  of  th^  right 
hon.  and  learned  Attorney  General  is 
recognized ;  but  it  is  also  well  known 
that  in  powers  of  assertion  there  is  no 
man  in  this  Committee  who  can  equal 
him. 

The  chairman  :  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber must  withdraw  that  expression. 

Mb.  FLYNN :  I  only  meant  that  in 
respect  of  assertion  the  hon.  Gentleman 
was  an  adept  of  the  highest  order. 

The  CHAIRMAN  :  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber must  withdraw  the  expression. 

Mb.  FLYNN:  I  withdraw  it.  Sir. 
The  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the 
Attorney  General  (Sir  Richard  Webster) 
has  stated  to-night  that  several  sum- 
monses may  be  brought  against  the 
same  defendants  arising  out  of  the  same 
set  of  circumstances.  But  does  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  not  see  that  this 
is  the  case  for  which  we  are  contending  ? 
We  say  that  this  danger  exists  at  the 
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present  moment,   and  that  these  men 
will  bo  punished  with  a  long  and  severe 
sentenoe  simply   because   the  right   of 
appeal  is  evaded.    Does  not  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  see  the  point  ? 
Does  not  the  right   hon.    and  learned 
Gentleman   the    Attorney  General    for 
Ireland  see  it  ?     We   must  press  this 
point  upon  the  Committee ;  it  is  a  most 
important  one.     We  are  now  under  the 
operation  of  the   most  drastic  Crimes 
Act  that  ever  stained  the  Statute  Book 
of   this  country.     The   Session  is  now 
drawing  to  a  close,  and  if  these  things 
are  done  before  Parliament  is  prorogued, 
who  can  tell  to  what  extent  injustice 
and  tyranny  may  go  on  in  Ireland  during 
the  Eecess  ?    We  press  for  an  answer  on 
this  point,  and  we  shall  certainly  press 
the  Committee  to  consider  the  reduction 
of  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man's salary,  unless  we  receive  a  satis* 
factory  assurance  that  accumulated  sen- 
tences will  not  be  passed.     The  right 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  must  well 
recollect  the  circumstance  to  which   I 
refer — namely,  when   my  hon.    Friend 
the  Member  for  the  City  of  Cork  pleaded 
in  this  House  for  hours  for  the  right  of 
appeal  under  this  Coercion  Act.     My 
hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Cork,  I  can 
say  with  all  justice,  is  inferior   to  no 
lawyer  in  this  House  in  reading  the 
Statutes,  and  in  the  power  of  express- 
ing the  meaning  of  any  Statute  which 
comes  before  him.     He  pointed  out  the 
effect  of  the  Bill  as  it  then  stood,  and 
a  most  explicit  pledge  was  given  that 
there  would  be  the  right  of  appeal  given 
to  all  men  coming  before  the  Eesident 
Magistrates.     It  was  acknowledged  by 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Se- 
cretary for  Ireland,   and,  if  I  mistake 
not,  it  was  acknowledged  by  the  right 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman   the   At- 
torney  General  for  Ireland,   that   the 
right  of  appeal  should  be  given  ;  and  I 
say  that  if  the  Government  maintain 
their  present   attitude,   and  we  cannot 
obtain  any  redress,  a  distinct  breach  of 
faith  has  been  committed. 

TuE  FIEST  LOED  of  the  TEEA- 
SURY  (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith)  (Strand, 
Westminster) :  I  wish  to  make  an  ap- 
peal to  you,  Sir,  and  to  the  Committee. 
We  have  been  discussing  for  some  hours 
pending  proceedings  in  a  Court  of  Jus- 
tice; and  I  venture  to  say  that  it  has 
always  been  held  in  this  House  that  it 
is  not  fitting,  and  that  it  is  not  decent —  I 
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ICries  of  **  Hear,  hear !  "]— ^or  Parlia- 
ment to  discuss  proceedings  which  are 
pending,  and  the  discussion  of  which 
must  influence  the  decision  of  the  Court 
one  way  or  the  other.  I  do  not  know 
whether  there  remains  in  the  Chair  any 
authority,  any  power,  or  any  discretion 
which  can  limit  discussion  in  this  House 
when  the  credit  of  this  House  as  a  Par- 
liamentary institution  is  at  stake.  When 
that  which  constitutes  one  of  the  great 
powers  of  the  State  is  at  stake,  and 
when.  Sir,  interests  of  the  greatest  mo- 
ment and  concern  to  the  population  of 
the  United  Kingdom  are  imperilled  by 
the  course  which  hon.  Gentlemen  think 
it  their  duty  to  take,  I  appeal  to  you, 
Sir,  to  say  whether  the  time  has  not 
come  when  a  discussion  of  this  character 
should  end,  and  whether  we  should  not 
proceed  to  the  decision  of  a  question 
which  has  been  more  than  adequately 
debated  ? 

The  CHAIRMAN:  I  regret  very 
much  the  position  in  which  the  Com- 
mittee finds  itself.  I  made  an  appeal 
to  the  hon.  Member  for  North  Ai^st- 
meath  (Mr.  Tuite)  almost  as  soon  as  the 
first  proceedings  began.  I  said  it  would 
be  extremely  inconvenient  to  strain  the 
powers  of  the  Committee  to  such  a 
perilous  extent  that  they  might  almost 
be  taken  away.  The  hoQ.  Member  did 
not  comply  with  that  appeal,  and  I  have 
now  no  power  to  stop  the  proceedings  of 
the  Committee. 

Mr.  tuite  :  I  am  not  at  all  sur- 
prised  at  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  say- 
ing that  we  have  been  for  hours  de- 
bating this  question,  because  he  has  not 
been  in  the  House,  and  therefore  does 
not  know  how  long  we  have  been  dis- 
cussing it.  I  have  no  doubt  that  if  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  had  200  of 
his  followers  present  he  would  have 
applied  the  closure.  We  commenced 
the  discussion  at  half-past  9  o'clock. 
The  question  is  one  which  concerns  my 
constituents,  and  I  intend  to  press  the 
Amendment  to  a  Division,  and,  if  neoes- 
sary,  to  move  to  report  Progress.  This 
question  concerns  the  liberty  of  the  sub- 
ject in  Ireland.  I  say  you  are  outraging 
the  powers  given  to  you  by  Parliament ; 
you  are  abusing  those  powers  by  placing 
them  in  the  hands  of  irresponsible  indi- 
viduals in  Ireland ;  and  you  have  not 
heard  the  last  of  this  question  to-night, 
or  the  last  of  it  this  Session,  which, 
when  the  Eeport  comes  up,  you  will 
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uadorstand,  for  you  will  have  to  get 
your  200  back  to  London. 

Mr.  CONYBEAEE  (Cornwall,  Cam- 
borno) :  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  has  treated 
us  to  one  of  those  sermons  which  have  ! 
earned  for  him  a  soubriquet.  [  Cries  of 
**  Order!"]  It  is  all  very  well  for  a 
Government  which  is  shocking  public 
feeling  in  Irdand  to  appeal  to  Members 
on  this  side  of  the  House;  but  their 
appeals  will  fall  on  our  heads  as  dead 
as  our  appeals  have  fallen  upon  them. 
We  have  a  duty  to  perform ;  we  have  to 
rouse  the  attention  of  the  country  to  the 
atrocious  tyranny  which  is  now  being 
inflicted  on  the  people  of  Ireland ;  and 
no  appeal  from  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
will  influence  us  one  jot  in  the  course 
which  we  feel  it  our  duty  to  pursue.  It 
is  unfortunate  for  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman a,nd  his  Colleagues  that  they 
have  begun  the  application  of  this  most 
drastic  measure  so  early.  If  they  had 
postponed  their  operations  a  little 
longer  the  House  might  have  risen, 
and  the  Government  might  have  had 
full  swing,  and  been  free  from  that 
control  which,  fortunately,  we  are  able  to 
put  upon  them.  We  know  now  what  is 
the  value  of  the  pledges  given,  because 
we  on  these  Benches  have  had  full  ex- 
perience of  them.  Their  contemptible 
conduct  in  repressing  public  meet- 
ing  

The  chairman  :  Order,  order  ! 
The  hon.  Member  must  withdraw  the 
expression  **  contemptible  conduct." 

Mr.  CONYBEAEE  :  I  withdraw  the 
word  **  contemptible,"  and  say  that 
their  conduct  shows  how  far  we  may 
rely  on  the  pledges  of  the  Ministers  of 
the  Crown.  I  rejoice  to  think  that  the 
opportunity  has  arisen  this  evening  of 
discussing  the  position  of  affairs  in  Ire- 
land at  the  present  moment.  It  is  all 
very  well  to  talk  to  us  about  the  discus- 
sions in  this  House  affecting  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Court.  It  is  an  idle 
technicality,  if  you  will,  by  which  we 
shall  not  be  deterred  for  one  moment. 
It  is  all  very  well  to  talk  about  our  dis- 
cussions affecting  those  who  have  these 
matters  in  hand,  who  are  mere  myrmi- 
dons of  illegality 

The  CHANCELLOE  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUEE  (Mr.  Goschen)  (St.  George's, 
llano ver  Square) :  I  rise  to  Order,  Sir. 
Is  it  in  Order  to  call  the  magistrates  in 
Ireland  the  ''  myrmidons  of  illegality?" 


The  CHAIEMAN:  The  language  of 
the  hon.  Member  is  most  incorrect  in 
fact,  and  incorrect  in  terms,  as  applied 
to  those  who  have  the  administration  of 
the  law  in  Ireland,  and  those  who  have 
the  conduct  of  affairs  in  this  House. 

Mr.  CONYBEAEE :  I  shall  be  most 
happy  to  withdraw  the  word  **  myrmi- 
don ;  "  and  I  can  assure  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer that  there  was  not  the  slightest 
desire  on  my  part  to  wound  his  sensi- 
bility. But  in  whatever  light  we  may 
regard  the  Officers  of  the  Law  in  Ireland, 
we  do  not  feel  in  them  that  confidence 
which  we  all  happily  possess  in  the  case 
of  the  Judges  of  this  country.  The 
argument  I  was  using,  and  what  I 
wanted  to  express,  was  that,  not  having 
that  confidence,  we  feel  it  our  duty  to 
impress  on  the  nation  the  necessity  of 
keeping  a  close  watch  on  the  action  of 
the  Government  with  reference  to  legal 
proceedings  in  Ireland  which  have  al- 
ready commenced.  The  proceedings  of 
the  Government  at  the  present  time  are 
precisely  the  same  as  the  actions  of 
those  who  ruled — or,  rather,  misruled — 
Ireland  in  the  early  part  of  the  century. 
I  am  not  going  to  refer  to  what  hap- 
pened in  those  dark  days  ;  but  I  say  it 
is  absolutely  necessary  for  every  man  in 
this  country  to  wake  up  to  the  fearful 
results  which  may  spring  from  the  action 
of  Her  Majesty's  Government  in  Ireland 
at  the  present  moment.  They  are  sup- 
pressing the  right  of  public  meetings 
and  free  speech,  and  there  is  practically 
no  liberty  left  in  Ireland.  I  only  hope 
we  shall  be  able  to  impress  on  the  people 
of  the  country  what  it  is  the  Government 
are  doing  in  Ireland ;  and  as  we  can 
only  express  our  views  and  feelings  on 
the  floor  of  this  House  we  shall  use 
every  moment  for  the  purpose,  unless 
the  Government  give  us  satisfaction  on 
the  matter  which  has  been  brought  for- 
ward. This  is  the  Supreme  Court  of 
Appeal  in  this  country.  Although  there 
may  be  a  packed  jury  empannelled  at 
the  present  time,  still  we  are  able  to 
raise  our  voices  here,  and  are  able  to 
make  our  voices  heard  throughout  the 
country. 

Mr.  sexton  :  I  must  earnestly  pro- 
test against  the  speech  which  has  been 
delivered  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Leader  of  the  House.  He  cannot 
evade  the  responsibility  which  lies  upon 
him,   and  that  reaponsibility  is  to  ao- 
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quaint  himself  with  the  facts  of  the  case 
before  he  presumes  to  address  the  Com- 
mittee in  the  tone  he  has  just  adopted. 
Sir,  before  he  appealed  for  the  applica- 
tion of  the  power  of  the  Chair  to  the 
suppression  of  the  liberties  of  Members, 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has,  in  a  great 
measure,  misrepresented  the  time  that 
we  have  been  employed  upon  this  Vote, 
and  he  has  misrepresented  our  motives 
and  our  purposes.  He  said  we  had  been 
engaged  for  hours  in  the  discussion  of 
the  question  before  the  Committee. 
Now,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  we  have 
only  been  discussing  this  question  for 
an  hour  and  a-quarter  ;  and  con- 
sidering that  the  liberties  of  86  Irish- 
men about  to  be  impeached  before 
an.  irresponsible  Court  of  Summary 
Jurisdiction  are  at  stake,  I  think  it  will 
be  admitted  by  everyone  of  impartial 
mind  that  the  time  occupied  in  discussing 
this  question  has  not  been  excessive. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman's  second 
allegation  was  that  we  have  endeavoured 
to  push  this  question  on  the  Committee 
with  the  view  of  affecting  the  decision  of 
a  Court  of  Justice.  I  give  that  allega- 
tion the  strongest  contradiction.  We 
have  no  such  object,  and  no  such  pur- 
pose appears  from  the  debate.  We  do 
not  desire,  or  hope,  or  intend  to  affect 
the  decision  of  the  Court  upon  this  ques- 
tion. What  we  desire  is,  that  the  re- 
sponsibility of  the  Government  should 
be  exercised.  Does  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
know  anything  about  the  case ;  does  he 
know  that  in  regard  to  the  policy  of  a 
prosecution  arising  out  of  an  occurrence 
which  happened  16  days  ago  the  right 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the  At- 
torney General  for  Ireland  (Mr.  Gibson) 
has  confessed  his  entire  ignorance  ?  Does 
he  know  that  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Attorney  General  for  Ireland  has  said  the 
Solicitor  General  for  Ireland  is  also  igno- 
rant of  the  matter  ?  Doeshe  know  that  the 
Sheriff  of  the  county,  having  driven 
across  the  county  without  escort,  accom- 
plished the  evictions  easily,  and  yet  that 
out  of  that  occurrence  so  peaceably 
ended  the  police  authorities  have  got  up 
two  charges?  Anyone  found  guilty 
before  a  Court  of  Summary  Jurisdiction 
under  the  2Qd  section  of  the  Crimes  Act 
maybe  sent  to  prison  for  six  months  with 
hard  labour.  Did  the  House  intend 
when  it  passed  the  Crimes  Act  that  if  a 
person  was  convicted  of  obstructing  the 

Mr,  Sexton 


of&cors  of  the  law  in  the  course  of  evic- 
tions he  should  also  be  proceeded 
against  on  a  charge  of  riot  ?  That  is 
what  has  been  done  in  Westmeath  and 
in  Mullingar.  The  gravity  of  the  case 
is  that  this  is  a  test  case.  Under  the 
new  Crimes  Act  men  are  to  be  proceeded 
against  for  obstruction  and  then  for  riot. 
If  the  magistrates  inflict  the  maximum 
penalty  they  may  send  the  prisoners  to 
gaol  for  12  months,  six  months  upon 
each  charge.  This  is  an  affair  of  the 
utmost  gravity.  Are  you  going  to 
allow  the  police  acting  under  the  new 
Coercion  Act  to  fabulate  accumulative 
charges  arising  out  of  the  same  trans- 
action, and  to  pile  up  sentences  against 
men  ?  We  are  bound  to  face  this  at  the 
outset ;  and  none  of  the  threats  which 
are  so  familiar  in  the  mouth  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  will  prevent  us  when  this 
House  assembles  again  saying  all  we 
can  in  resistance  to  a  policy  whi«h  de- 
stroys public  liberty,  and  is  so  provo- 
cative of  those  passions  which  lead  to 
opposition  and  crime.  Now,  let  us  sup- 
pose that  the  Court  sentences  these  men 
to  27  days'  imprisonment  each  upon 
each  charge  ;  that  will  be  54  days'  im- 
prisonment with  hard  labour;  and  by 
that  simple  process  the  prisoner  will  be 
robbed  of  the  right  of  appeal.  Now,  Sir, 
does  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  mean  to  contend 
that  this  is  a  case  not  worthy  of  atten- 
tion ;  does  he  say  that  we  are  not  justi- 
fied in  bringing  it  forward ;  does  he  say 
that  the  Members  for  Westmeath  would 
deserve  to  be  re-elected  for  that  county 
if  they  had  been  silent  on  this  occasion ; 
does  he  think  that  the  Members  for 
Westmeath  would  not  have  had  fair 
ground  of  complaint  against  us  if  we, 
the  general  body  of  Irish  Members,  had 
been  silent  on  this  occasion?  Am  I 
going  beyond  my  right  in  complaining 
that  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Attorney 
General  for  Ireland  has  allowed  16  days 
to  elapse  without  making:  himself  ac- 
quainted with  the  facts  of  this  case  ?  I 
appeal  to  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  whether  it  is  desirable  to 
manufacture  two  charges  out  of  one 
transaction  ?  He  has  the  power  of  option 
if  he  has  the  will ;  let  it  be  obstruction 
or  rioting,  let  it  be  rioting  or  obstruc- 
tion, let  us  have  one  charge  or  the 
other.  At  any  rate,  let  us  have  some 
assurance,  on  the  one  hand,  that    the 
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magistrates  cannot  inflict  12  months' 
imprisonment,  and,  on  the  other  hand, 
that  they  cannot,  by  inflicting  a  low 
sentence  in  each  case,  evade  the  ordinary 
right  of  appeal.  We  have  an  undoubted 
right  to  press  this  matter,  and  certainly 
we  shall  not  be  deterred  by  anything 
we  have  heard  from  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Treasury,  whose  speech  I  cannot 
for  a  moment  consider  at  all  likely  to 
facilitate  the  transaction  of  Business. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided: — Ayes  49; 
Noes  116:  Majority  67.—(Div.  List, 
No.  441.)  [11.5  P.M.] 

Original  Question  again  proposed. 

Mr.  TUITE  :  I  wish  to  give  timely 
notice  to  the  Government  that  when  the 
Report  upon  this  Vote  is  brought  on  I 
shfiJl  expect  to  receive  definite  informa- 
tion from  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Attorney  General  for  Ireland  (Mr. 
Gibson),  as  to  whether  the  Government 
will  proceed  on  the  double  charge 
against  Mr.  Hayden  and  his  friends.  If 
I  do  not  receive  such  information  I  shall 
certainly  protract  the  discussion  upon 
the  Eeport  stage  as  much  as  I  possibly 
can. 

Mr.  EDWARD  HARRINGTON :  I 
should  like  to  ask  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Attorney  General  for  Ireland 
whether  he  will  take  steps  to  prevent 
many  Grimes  Act  oases  being  sent  to  the 
Assizes  ?  I  know  there  have  been  cases 
which  in  the  j  udgment  of  many  ought 
never  to  have  been  brought  before 
Assizes.  There  is  a  common  practice  in 
the  county  of  Kerry  to  send  cases  to  the 
Assizes,  and  the  accused  experience  a 
great  deal  of  difficulty  in  bringing  up 
their  witnesses.  That  is  a  matter  which 
the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
would  do  well  to  pay  some  attention  to. 
There  are  manv  cases  which  could  be 
yery  well  disposed  of  at  Quarter  Sessions. 
There  are  too  many  prosecutions  which 
may  be  dealt  with  under  the  ordinary 
law  instead  of  under  the  Crimes  Act. 
I  do  not  wish  to  cause  any  irritation ; 
but  I  ask  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  the  Attorney  General  for 
Ireland,  in  the  first  place,  that  he  will 
personally  assume  official  responsibility 
whenever  questions  involving  prose- 
cutions arise ;  and,  secondly,  that  as  far 
as  possible  he  will,  through  those  con- 
nected with  the  administration  of  the 
law,  discourage  the  practice  of  bringing 


too  many  of  these  Crimes  Act  cases.  Let 
me  mention  a  case  which  occurred  under 
the  last  Crimes  Act.  An  old  man,  75 
years  of  age,  went  to  a  land  agent  and 
paid  his  rent,  and  then  returned  to  his 
house.  The  police  had  not  received 
notice  of  what  he  had  done,  but  brought 
him  up  and  charged  him  with  taking 
forcible  possession.  I  saw  that  old  man, 
who  had  never  been  accused  of  crime, 
sufi'ering  a  month's  imprisonment  under 
the  Crimes  Act.  I  also  saw  children 
of  between  nine  and  12  years  of  age 
sent  into  prison  because  they  had  used 
what  were  considered  insulting  names 
to  the  children  of  land-grabbers  and 
other  persons  in  their  locality.  It  is  a 
shame,  and  a  disgrace,  that  these  things 
should  be.  I  know  they  occurred  under 
a  former  Administration  ;  but  it  must  be 
remembered  that  the  officials  in  Ireland 
never  change  with  the  Administration. 
The  officials  carry  out  the  policy  of  Dublin 
Castle.  I  ask  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  the  Attorney  General  for  Ire- 
land (Mr.  Gibson)  if  the  Administration 
may  not  be  improved  by  his  giving  such 
directions  as  I  suggest  ?  I  have  also  seen 
young  girls,  daughters  of  farmers,  cast 
into  prison  under  the  Crimes  Act,  because 
they  rescued  cattle — [  Criee  of  *  *  Name ! "  ] 
— I  certainly  could  give  the  names  ;  but 
I  do  not  know  what  good  purpose  would 
be  served  by  doing  so.  The  people 
are  acquaintances  of  mine;  they  are 
people  whose  troubles  I  have  had 
personal  knowledge  of;  and  they  are 
people  whose  interests  I  delight  to  pro- 
tect as  much  as  I  can.  I  do  not  say  that 
these  things  are  specially  connected 
with  the  present  Administration ;  but  I 
think  that  we  may  fairly  make  an 
appeal  in  advance  to  the  right  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  the  Attorney 
General  for  Ireland  that  he  will 
give  directions  to  the  police  officers 
in  Ireland  that  they  are  not  to  use 
the  Crimes  Act  in  a  needless  and 
useless  way,  and  simply  for  the  purpose 
of  irritation.  Of  course,  if  it  is  so  used, 
it  will  be  our  duty  to  bring  these  matters 
before  the  House.  It  is  quite  possible 
that  many  Irish  Members  will  have 
personal  grievances  of  their  own;  but 
there  is  every  probability  that  some  of 
us  at  least  will  be  left  at  liberty  to  tell  the 
story  of  how  we  fought  and  how  we  fell. 
If  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Attorney 
General  will  avail  himself  of  the  advice 
I  tender  him  he  will  do  much  to  allay 
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irritation,  and  in  this  way  lighten  the 
labours  of  the  House  of  Commons  in 
the  coming  Session. 

Me.  J.  O'CONNOR  (Tipperary,  S.) : 
I  am  constrained,  very  much  against  my 
will,  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  Com> 
mittee  to  the  fact  that  the  right  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  the  Attorney 
General  for  Ireland  has  not  taken  any 
notice  whatever  of  a  matter  which  was 
brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Committee 
a  short  time  ago  by  my  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  North  Cork  (Mr.  Flynn). 
We  have  had  many  interesting  speeches 
from  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Attorney 
General  for  Ireland  to-night.  They 
were  plausible  speeches  indeed.  He 
endeavoured  to  meet  the  arguments  and 
cases  brought  to  his  notice  in  a  fair  and 
reasonable  fashion.  In  one  of  his  speeches 
he  said  he  would  take  good  care  to  pre- 
serve his  character.  He  has  done  his 
best  in  that  direction  to-night ;  but  I  wish 
he  had  given  us  some  satisfaction  re- 
garding the  proceedings  of  Inspector 
Milling,  of  Cork.  Inspector  Milling 
and  those  under  his  charge  committed 
a  gross  outrage  on  the  people  of  the 
City  of  Cork.  The  right  hon.  and 
learned  Attorney  General  for  Ireland 
of  that  day  is  now  Mr.  Justice  Holmes, 
and  he  advised  the  Government  to  enter 
a  nolle  prosequi  in  the  matter.  Inspector 
Afilling  was  returned  for  trial  by  the 
Bench  of  Magistrates  of  Cork.  We 
want  to  know,  very  reasonably  as  I 
think,  why  Inspector  Milling  was  not 
prosecuted.  I  was  not  present  when 
my  hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Flynn)  spoke  ;  but 
perhaps  he  did  not  explain  sufficiently 
why  the  meeting  at  Cork  was  held,  and 
the  circumstances  under  which  it  was 
broken  up.  I  trust  I  shall  be  in  Order 
if  I  endeavour  to  enlighten  the  Com- 
mittee as  to  the  circumstancf^s  under 
which  the  meeting  was  dispersed.  Now, 
trial  by  jury  is  a  precious  gem  of  the 
British  Constitution.  The  citizens  of 
Cork  met  last  December  for  the  purpose 
of  asking  that  trial  by  jury  should  get 
fair  play  in  Ireland.  Trial  by  jury  had 
not  received  fair  play  in  that  country. 
Juries  were  packed  in  Ireland 

The  chairman  :  The  subject  with 
which  the  hon.  Gentleman  is  dealing 
was  raised  on  the  items  which  included 
the  salary  of  the  Attorney  General  for 
Ireland  and  the  Crown  Solicitors.  Both 
those  items  have  now  been  passed  by, 
therefore  the  hon.    Gentleman   cannot 

Jilr.  Edward  Sarrinyton 


recur  to  them.  I  see  no  other  item  in 
connection  with  which  the  matter  can  be 
again  raised. 

Mr.  J.  O'CONNOR :  I  thought  we 
were  on  the  original  Vote.  Inspector 
Milling  committed  a  gross  outrage  on 
the  liberties  of  the  people,  and  we  desire 
to  know  why  he  was  not  prosecuted. 

Thb  chairman  :  We  are  on  the 
Main  Question  ;  but  an  Amendment  has 
bean  moved  to  Item  E  and  voted  upon. 
It  is,  therefore,  no  longer  competent  to 
discuss  anything  connected  with  the 
previous  items.  The  Attorney  Gene- 
ral's salary  is  provided  for  under  Item 
A,  and  the  salaries  of  the  Crown  Solici- 
tors are  provided  for  under  Items  B 
and  C. 

Mr.  J.  O'CONNOR:  Under  Sub- 
head H  provision  is  made  for  the  ex- 
penses incurred  by  Resident  Magistrates 
and  Constabulary  in  the  execution  of 
their  duty ;  and  under  this  Sub-head  I 
respectfully  submit  it  is  competent  for 
me  to  call  attention  to  the  conduct  of 
Inspector  Milling  at  Cork,  and  of  all 
those  who  acted  under  his  orders  when, 
armed  with  batons  and  sword  bayonets, 
they  scattered  a  meeting  of  citizens. 

The  chairman  :  No  ;  it  is  not 
competent  to  question  the  conduct  of  the 
police  under  this  Vote  at  all.  The 
question  that  was  raised  was  the  ques- 
tion of  prosecutions. 

Mr.  T.  p.  O'CONNOR :  I  beg  to  re- 
mind my  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
South  Tipperary  (Mr.  J.  O'Connor)  that 
upon  the  Report  stage  he  will  have  an 
opportunity  of  recurring  to  this  ques- 
tion. Such  being  the  case,  and  that  he 
may  obey  your  ruling.  Sir,  I  advise  my 
hon.  Friend  not  to  press  the  subject  at 
the  present  moment. 

Mr.  J.  O'CONNOR:  In  accordance 
with  your  ruling,  Sir,  I  shall  forego  my 
intention  of  raising  the  question  now ; 
but  unless  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Attorney  General  for  Ireland  does,  in 
the  meantime,  give  us  some  satisfaction 
in  this  matter,  I  shall  bring  the  question 
forward  oa  Report. 

Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

(2.)  £47,387,  to  complete  the  sum  for 
the  Supreme  Court  of  Judicature  in  Ire- 
land. 

Mr.  T.  p.  O'CONNOR  (Liverpool, 
Scotland) :  Even  the  most  cursory  glance 
at  this  Vote  will  show  that  the  same  vice 
runs  through  all  Irish  administration. 
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Here  are  the  same  bloated  sums.  I 
know  that  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Attorney  General  for  Ireland  (Mr.  Gib- 
son) regards  this  as  a  very  good  joke ; 
but  it  is  a  better  joke  for  the  official  than 
for  the  unhappy  taxpayer.  I  maintain 
that  if  you  compare  this  Vote  with  the 
corresponding  Vote  for  England,  you 
will  find  a  vast  disproportion  between 
this  amount  and  the  duties  involved 
under  it,  and  the  amount  of  the  English 
Vote  and  the  duties  involved  under 
that.  Now,  Sir,  just  let  me  point  out  to 
the  Committee  the  number  of  persons 
under  the  Vote  who  have  salaries  of 
£1,000  a-year.  In  the  first  place,  the 
Chief  Clerk  in  the  Lord  Chancellor's 
Office  has  £1,000,  the  Chief  Clerk  in  the 
Office  of  the  Master  of  the  Kolls  has 
£1,000  a-year,  the  Chief  Clerk  in  the 
Vice  Chancellor's  Office  has  £1,000; 
then  there  is  the  First  Assistant 
Registrar  in  the  Eegistrar's  Office 
of  the  Vice  Chancellor's  Department, 
who  has  £1,000  a-year;  then  the 
Begistrar  of  the  Land  Division  Court 
has  the  same  salary.  The  Master 
of  the  Queen's  Bench  has  £1,200,  and 
80  on.  I  could  enumerate  many  more 
such  instances.  Now,  the  right  hon. 
and  learned  Attorney  General  for  Ire- 
land found  fault  with  me  some  time  ago 
when  I  said  that  the  highest  income 
obtained  at  the  Irish  Bar  was  £1,500 
a-year.  He  found  fault  with  me,  and 
said  that  there  were  many  instances  to 
the  contrary.  He  found  fault  with  me 
on  account  of  another  statement  I  made 
— namely,  that  every  barrister  who  got 
a  seat  on  the  Bench  in  Ireland  improved 
his  income  by  so  doing.  Well,  I  lis- 
tened very  attentively  to  the  right  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  when  he  came 
to  reply  to  me ;  but  I  found  that  he  was 
discreetly  silent  on  the  matter,  and  did 
not  cite  cases  to  disprove  my  allega- 
tion. He  satisfied  himself  with  vague 
generalities  which  learned  lawyers  like 
himself  always  seek  refuge  in  when 
they  have  no  facts  to  back  up  their 
position.  There  is  not  a  single  one 
of  these  persons  whose  names  I  have 
mentioned  as  receiving  £1,000  who 
would  not  originally  have  been  delighted 
to  accept  his  office  at  £500  a-year.  The 
whole  system  of  these  payments  in  Ire- 
land is  out  of  proportion  to  the  resources 
of  the  country.  What  are  these  offices 
in  the  Courts  of  Law  in  Dublin  ?  Why, 
they  are  merely  opportunities  of  finding 


places  and  comfortable  incomes  for  the 
relatives  and  dependents  of  high  legal 
and  political  functionaries  in  Ireland. 
The  late  Sir  Edward  Sullivan,  who  was 
Lord  Chancellor  when  he  died,  was 
Master  of  the  Rolls  in  Ireland  for  many 
years,  and  there  was  a  common  saying 
about  the  Courts — I  do  not  know  whe- 
ther I  correctly  quote  it  or  not — but  it 
was  said  that  the  Office  of  the  Master 
of  the  Rolls  ought  to  be  known  as  the 
Mallow  Division  of  the  High  Court  of 
Judicature.  The  origin  of  that  was  that 
Sir  Edward  Sullivan  came  from  Mallow, 
and  as  a  result  almost  every  man — and  I 
am  not  sure,  if  female  suffrage  had  been 
in  existence  at  that  time,  that  I  might 
not  have  been  able  to  say  every  woman 
in  Mallow  as  well — got  something  out  of 
the  Department  of  the  Master  of  the 
Rolls.  There  was  hardly  anyone  who 
had  to  do  with  Mallow  who  did  not  find 
a  snug  place  under  Sir  Edward  Sullivan 
in  secretaryships,  clerkships,  and  in  the 
offices  of  train-bearer,  crier,  and  so  on. 
I  venture  to  say  that  all  the  business  in 
the  Offices  of  the  Master  of  the  Rolls  in 
Ireland  could  be  done  by  at  most  a 
quarter  of  the  number  of  officials  at 
present  employed  there.  If  the  staff 
were  reduced  to  one-fourth,  even  then 
it  would  be  able  to  do  its  work  efficiently 
if  the  salaries  received  by  the  empJoyis 
were  reduced  by  one  half.  The  Judges 
in  Ireland  are  idle  during  half  the  year, 
and  during  that  half  of  the  year  that 
they  are  at  work  are  only  engaged  in 
their  professional  duties  half  the  time. 
If  you  go  into  a  Court  of  Justice  in  Eng- 
land you  find  that  the  Judge  sitting  upon 
the  Bench  is  one  of  the  most  hard- 
worked  officials  in  the  country.  He  has 
cases  of  enormous  importance  to  decide 
almost  every  day  of  bis  life,  and  when 
he  is  relieved  from  his  duties  in  the 
Courts  in  London  he  has  to  undertake 
very  arduous  duties  at  Assizes.  It  is  an 
extraordinary  fact  that  in  England  the 
Judges  are  so  few  in  number  for  the 
work  that  has  to  be  done  that  they  are 
greatly  over-worked,  whilst  in  Ireland 
the  Judges  have  scarcely  anything  to  do. 
That  is  an  extraordinary  contradiction 
which  no  one  but  an  official  of  the  Go- 
vernment can  explain.  The  fact  of  the 
matter  is  that  the  Judges  in  Ireland  are 
the  most  idle  and  over-paid  men  in  the 
whole  world,  and  as  it  is  at  the  top  of 
the  tree,  bo  it  descends  throogh  all  the 
branches  of  the  legal  department.  Look 
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at  this  Vote  for  a  poor  country  like  Ire- 
land—£87,387  !  Why,  £20,000  would 
be  amply  sufficient  for  all  that  is  done 
in  Ireland 

Several  hon.  Members:  Too  much, 
too  much ! 

Mr.  T.  p.  O'CONNOR :  £20,000 
would  be  quite  sufficient,  looking  at  all 
the  corruption  that  runs  through  every 
vein  and  artery  of  the  system  under  the 
present  practice.  I  know  very  well  that 
my  protest  against  this  sort  of  thing 
will  be  all  in  vain.  Every  protest  that 
we  Irish  Members  utter  in  this  House 
against  extravagance  is  in  vain.  I  con- 
ceive it,  however,  to  be  my  duty,  in 
season  and  out  of  season,  to  call  attention 
to  the  extraordinary  and  shameless  ex- 
travagance of  the  Irish  Administration. 
I  shall  lose  no  opportunity  of  calling  the 
attention  of  the  taxpayers  of  this  coun- 
try to  the  extraordinary  amount  which 
it  costs  them  to  govern  Ireland. 

Mr.  M.  J.  KENNY  (Tyrone,  Mid) : 
My  hon.  Friend,  in  speaking  of  the  gross 
extravagance  which  characterizes  the 
judicial  system  in  Ireland,  has  forgotten 
to  mention  the  fact  that  this  Vote  by  no 
means  covers  all  the  money  expended 
upon  that  system.  It  does  not  corre- 
spond with  the  English  Vote  for  this 
purpose,  because  the  English  Vote 
covers  not  only  the  ground  covered  by 
this  Vote,  but  the  ground  which  is 
covered  by  the  two  Irish  Votes  which 
follow,  because  the  Court  of  Bankruptcy 
is  included  in  the  English  Estimates 
and  the  Land  Commission  also — there  is 
no  parallel  in  England  for  the  Irish 
Land  Commission,  which  is  an  extra  as 
compared  with  the  English  Vote.  The 
Irish  Land  Commission  costs  as  much  as 
the  whole  of  this  Vote,  so  that  if  we  in- 
cluded the  whole  cost  of  the  judicial 
system  in  Ireland,  we  are  face  to  face 
with  the  fact  that  that  judicial  system 
under  which  there  is  not  one  25th,  or  one 
30th,  or  perhaps  even  one  50th  the 
amount  oi  work  done  under  the  English 
system  costs  nearly  £200,000  a-year, 
whilst  the  English  system  costs  only 
some £400, 000  a-year.  That  shows  in  the 
plainest  manner  the  difference  in  the 
course  of  the  administration  of  justice 
in  these  two  countries  —  that  shows 
in  the  plainest  way  the  extravagance 
of  the  system  as  it  exists  in  Ireland.  And 
this  is  not  the  only  comparison  unfavour- 
able to  Ireland  which  may  be  made  in 
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this  matter,  because  persons  who  practise 
at  the  Bar  in  Ireland  in  all  cases  where 
they  stepped  from  the  Bar  to  the  Bench 
it  was  to  their  great  financial  profit ; 
whereas  in  England,  as  a  general  rule, 
it  is  a  great  financial  loss  to  a  leading 
barrister  to  take  a  place  upon  the  Bench, 
and  the  only  inducement  for  such  men 
to  accept  the  position  is  the  financial 
benefit  they  derive  in  their  declining 
years.  I  must  point  out  also,  as  a  pro- 
test against  the  existing  system  in  Ire- 
laud,  the  enormous  personal  salaries 
paid  to  almost  all  the  clerks  in  the  Foar 
Courts.  There  is  a  foot  note  appended 
here  to  this  effect — **  This  salary  is  per- 
sonal to  the  present  holder."  Well,  it 
appears  to  me  that  these  salaries,  per- 
sonal to  the  present  holder,  are  so  gene- 
ral that  there  is  no  salary  which  does 
not  appear  to  be  personal  to  the  pre- 
sent holder  ;  and  as  personality  is  made 
a  reason  for  granting  an  additional  sum 
over  and  above  that  which  ought  to  be 
allowed  by  the  law  to  persons  holding 
these  offices  the  spirit  of  the  Civil  Ser- 
vice system  is  altogether  evaded  by  the 
practice  which  prevails  in  Ireland.  I  think 
if  I  were  to  go  through  the  whole  figures 
composing  the  list  of  salaries  personal  to 
the  present  holders,  I  could  show  that 
this  Vote  is  immoderately  swollen,  and 
swollen  beyond  the  proper  limits  of  the 
Civil  Service  requirements.  I  see  in  the 
three  pages  of  particulars  that  we  have 
here  tnat  there  are  a  series  of  foot  notes 
coming  down  as  far  as  the  letter  H 
explaining  the  excesses  on  these  salaries. 
Now,  Sir,  I  know  it  is  absolutely  useless 
for  us  to  apply  to  the  Irish  Attorney 
General  or  to  the  Irish  Solicitor  Generid 
or  to  the  Irish  lawyers  in  matters  of  this 
kind.  I  do  not,  therefore,  appeal  to  those 
whose  manifest  interest  it  is  to  preserve 
the  status  qtM.  The  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman,  no  doubt,  being  mixed  up 
with  the  practice  of  the  Four  Courts,  is 
anxious  to  maintain  the  flow  of  money 
which  at  the  present  time  proceeds  from 
the  Exchequer  of  the  United  Eling^om 
into  the  Four  Courts  at  its  present  some- 
what excessive  level.  But  I  would 
appeal  to  the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Treasury  (Mr.  Jackson),  who 
is  practically  the  guardian  of  the  I^ablic 
Purse  when  we  are  in  Committee  of 
Supply.  He  is  the  person  who  speaks 
for  the  Public  Purse,  and  it  is  to  him, 
and  not  to  any  Irish  Law  Officer,  that  I 
must  address  an  appeal  in  order  to  in- 
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duce  liim  to  set  his  Department  at  work 
for  the  purpose  of  cutting  down  this 
extravagant  expenditure.  It  is  not  at  all 
necessary  to  sacrifice  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  on 
the  altar  of  economy,  in  order  to  secure 
a  material  reduction  in  this  Vote.  There 
is  no  suggestion  that  he  ought  to  follow 
the  course  adopted  by  the  late  illustrious 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  the  noble 
Lord  the  Member  for  South  Paddington 
(Lord  Randolph  Ohurohill),  and  sacrifice 
himself  on  the  altar  of  economy.  If  he 
sets  himself  yigorously  to  work  and 
overhauls  all  these  excessive  salaries 
and  inquires  into  the  excessive  number 
of  clerkships  in  the  Four  Courts  he  would 
see  that  there  is  an  immense  field  open 
to  him  for  economy.  The  amount  that 
is  ex pended— something  like  £87,000 
a-year — in  maintaining  these  clerks  is 
■imply  an  imposture  on  the  taxpayers 
of  this  country ;  and  if  they  could  only 
understand  this  abuse,  they  would  cer- 
tainly pull  down  this  expenditure  to 
something  like  one-quarter  of  what  it  is. 
It  is  absolutely  melancholy  in  one  sense 
to  go  into  the  Four  Courts  in  Dublin, 
because  you  go  from  Court  to  Court,  and 
what  do  you  see  ?  Why,  you  see  a  lot 
of  clerks  there  twiddling  their  thumbs 
and  having  nothing  to  do,  and  you  look 
at  the  Judges  and  you  find  that  they 
also  have  nothing  to  do.  The  fact  is, 
there  are  Courts  in  Dublin  which  have 
something  like  three  working  days  in 
the  whole  year.  I  think  I  am  not  far 
wrong  when  I  say  the  amount  of  busi- 
ness to  be  done  in  the  Four  Courts  in 
Ireland  at  the  present  time  is  almost  nil. 
The  only  Department  in  which  there 
seems  to  be  any  work  going  on  at  the 
present  moment  is  the  Land  Court,  where 
the  eternal  Land  Question  is  being  fought 
out.  In  almost  all  the  other  Courts 
there  seems  to  bo  nothing  whatever  to 
do.  I  think  it  is  high  time  that  we 
should  inquire  into  the  extravagance  of 
this  amount.  I  believe  that  all  the 
barristers  in  Ireland  put  together  do  not 
earn  so  much  as  is  paid  to  these  clerks. 
The  fact  that  £87,000  is  paid  to  the 
olerks  in  the  Four  Courts  in  Dublin 
really  amounts  to  a  financial  scandal, 
and  it  seems  to  me  to  be  certainly  a 
thing  which  should  be  put  an  end  to. 
I  appeal  to  the  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  who  has  the 
cause  of  economy  at  heart,  to  consider 
whether  something  cannot  be  done  with 


the  object  of  breaking  down  this  extrava- 
gant  expenditure. 

The  SECRETARY  to  the  TREA- 
SURY  (Mr.  Jackson)  (Leeds,  N.) :  I 
have  no  hesitation  in  replying  to  the 
appeal  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  opposite, 
and  I  can  assure  him  that  I  have  eco- 
nomy at  heart  just  as  much  as  he  has, 
and  that  I  shall  be  very  glad  if  I  can 
see  any  plan  by  which  economy  can  be 
effected.  He  has  referred  to  what  cer- 
tainly seems  a  very  extraordinary  con- 
dition of  things  on  the  face  of  the  Esti- 
mates as  to  a  very  large  number 'of  offices 
in  connection  with  these  items  of  per- 
sonal salaries.  I  believe  the  explanation 
of  these  items  is  that  when  an  alteration 
in  the  organization  took  place  a  few  years 
ago,  the  officers  who  were  then  in  office, 
with  the  salaries  which  they  then  held, 
had  certain  rights  of  promotion,  and, 
losing  these  advantages,  personal  salaries 
were  given  to  them.  These  personal 
salaries  will  not  be  renewed  as  vacancies 
arise  and  other  officers  take  the  places 
of  those  employed.  I  am  obliged  to  the 
hon.  Member  opposite  for  having  called 
my  attention  to  this  matter  in  the  way 
in  which  he  has  done,  because  before 
the  Estimates  come  on  again  I  can  assure 
him  I  will  look  into  the  matter,  and 
endeavour  to  effect  something  in  the 
nature  of  economy. 

Me.  T.  p.  O'CONNOR  :  After  the 
very  satisfactory  answer  of  the  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Secretary  to  the  Trea- 
sury, I  do  not  think  it  is  necessary  to 
address  any  further  observations  to  the 
Committee  on  this  matter. 

Vote  agreed  to, 

(3.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  pro- 
posed, 

**That  a  sam,  not  exceeding  £6, HO,  be 
granted  to  Her  ^lajesty,  to  complete  the  sum 
necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come 
in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending 
on  the  dlst  day  of  March  1888,  for  the  Salaries 
and  Incidental  Expenses  of  the  Court  of  Bank- 
ruptcy in  Irsland.*' 

Mr.  FLYNN  (Cork,  N.) :  I  do  not 
wish  to  detain  the  Committee  by  any 
lengthened  remarks  on  this  Vote.  The 
whole  Vote  is  a  very  large  one,  seeing 
that  the  Court  does  not  do  a  very  large 
amount  of  business.  £10,140  is  the 
whole  sum,  and,  knowing  the  total 
amount  of  bankruptcy  business  done  in 
Ireland,  I  certainly  think  the  sum  is  a 
large  one.  As  the  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Financicd   Secretary  to   the   Treasury 
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(Mr.  Jackson)  has  promised  to  give  his 
attention  during  the  Eecess  to  the  Vote 
for  judicial  expenditure,  I  trust  he  will 
also  give  his  attention  to  this  very  ex- 
pensive Court  of  Bankruptcy.  There  is 
another  reason  for  calling  attention  to 
the  Vote,  and  it  is  one  which,  though  I 
did  not  mention  it  at  first,  is,  perhaps,  the 
more  important  of  the  two.  When  the 
Court  of  Bankruptcy  was  originally  in- 
stituted I  presume  it  was  instituted  for 
the  same  reason  that  you  have  a  Court 
of  Bankruptcy  in  England,  and  every- 
where else  whore  there  is  fair  dealing 
with  cases  of  insolvency  and  commercial 
bankruptcy.  It  was  never  understood, 
I  believe — it  was  never  dreamt  when  the 
Court  of  Bankruptcy  was  originally 
established  in  Ireland — that  it  would  be 
diverted  into  an  institution  for  political 
persecution.  I  do  not  believe  that  Par- 
liament would  have  sanctioned  anything 
of  that  kind.  Under  Subhead  ''  C," 
for  incidental  expenditure,  we  have  a 
Bum  of  £94,  being  the  item  for  the 
expenses  of  messengers  in  the  Bank- 
ruptcy Office.  What  does  this  arise 
from?  It  arises  in  this  way.  Judge 
Monroe,  who  is  one  of  the  Judges  men- 
tioned here,  is  responsible  for  it.  He 
has  taken  a  fanatical  view  of  his  posi- 
tion. He  thinks  that  because  the  large 
powers  of  the  Court  of  Bankruptcy  are 
vested  in  him,  he  has  a  perfect  right, 
notwithstanding  that  his  salary  comes 
under  the  Vote  of  this  Committee,  to 
serve  his  political  friends  and  partizans 
in  the  exercise  of  the  powers  of  the 
Court.  Well,  now,  Sir,  in  eonnection 
with  the  action  of  the  Court  of  Bank- 
ruptcy in  the  case  at  Youghal,  and  in 
some  other  cases,  the  Court  has  gone  to 
enormous  expense,  not  in  vindication  of 
the  commercial  status  of  the  country, 
not  for  the  purpose  of  realizing  the 
assets  of  an  estate  which  comes  before 
the  Court,  but  has  gone  to  expense 
entirely  disproportionate  to  the  gravity 
of  the  cause  that  came  before  it,  in  order 
that  a  certain  line  of  political  action 
which  seemed  right  and  proper  to  the 
Judge  of  the  Court  of  Bankruptcy  might 
be  followed  out.  I  am  drawing  atten- 
tion to  the  large  expense  incurred  by 
the  action  of  Judge  Boyd  in  connection 
with  the  famous  Youghal  case.  The 
amount  of  the  debt  was  inconsiderable, 
but  the  expense  gone  to  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Judge  in  bringing  up  an 
unfortunate  man  who  was  in  defiance  to 
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Dublin,  and  for  the  sending  of  mes- 
sengers around,  and  the  obtaining  of 
witnesses,  including,  amongst  other 
things,  the  arrest  of  a  priest  at  Youghal, 
amounted  to  a  large  sum.  The  action 
of  this  Judge  had  the  effect  of  throwing 
the  town  of  Youghal  into  disorder,  in 
which,  through  the  brutality  of  a  police- 
man, an  unfortunate  young  man  met  his 
death.  The  whole  of  this  disorder  was 
owing  to  the  action  of  Judge  BoyJ.  which 
action  I  am  persuaded  was  never  con- 
templated when  these  powers  were  vested 
in  the  County  Court  Judges.  As  I  under- 
stand it,  the  Court  of  Bankruptcy  was 
established  for  the  purpose  of  dealing  with 
insolvency,  and  for  the  purpose  of  dealing 
with  fraudulent  bankrupts  when  desir- 
able in  the  interests  of  the  commercial 
community,  and  in  the  interests  of  com- 
mercial morality  and  honesty,  that  an  ex- 
ample should  be  made.  There  was  no  such 
object  in  the  case  I  refer  to.  The  Judge 
was  perfectly  well  aware — as  well  aware 
as  it  could  be  possible  for  him  to  be — on 
the  affidavits  before  him  that  the  course 
he  followed  would  cost  an  enormous 
amount  of  money.  He  was  well  aware 
of  the  death  of  the  young  man  I  have 
referred  to,  and  from  a  very  mistakea 
view,  not  of  his  powers,  but  as  to  the 
action  he  ought  to  take,  and  as  to  the 
way  in  which  he  should  administer  the 
Bankruptcy  Law,  put  the  taxpayers  of 
the  country  to  enormous  expense,  threvr 
the  country  into  turmoil  and  disorder, 
and  all  for  what  ?  That  a  parish  priest 
who,  no  matter  what  the  other  circum- 
stances involved  are,  was  always  looked 
up  to  as  the  very  model  of  all  that  a 
Christian  pastor  ought  to  be,  should  be 
arrested.  This  reverend  gentleman  was 
arrested  in  his  own  house  and  taken  t  > 
Kilmainham  Prison,  and  there  he  lay  in 
durance  vile  for  several  months.  Was 
it  ever  contemplated  by  those  who  es- 
tablished the  Court  of  Bankruptcy  in 
Ireland  that  its  power  should  be  used 
for  this  purpose  ?  Of  course,  it  is  too 
late  in  the  Session  forhon.  Members  on 
these  Benches  to  bring  forward  a  measure 
dealing  with  the  Court  of  Bankruptcy, 
and  declaring  that  action  of  this  kind 
shall  not  be  taken  under  the  direotion  of 
the  Judges — declaring  that  only  a  legiti  • 
mate  use  shall  be  made  of  the  powers 
vested  in  the  County  Court  Judges.  The 
Judges  ought  not  to  have  the  authority 
of  using  those  extraordinary  powers  for 
avowedly  political  objects.      Of  course, 
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it  is  not  competent  for  us,  on  these 
Estimates,  to  attack  the  conduct  of  a 
Judge  of  the  Supreme  Oourt  of  Judica- 
ture, or  any  Judges  of  the  Supreme 
Court  in  Ireland.  But,  as  I  see  an  item 
here  of  £2,000  in  respect  of  the  salary 
of  one  of  these  Judges,  I  presume  it  is 
competent  for  me  to  impugn  their  conduct. 
Judge  Boyd  had  brought  before  him 
cases  of  bankruptcy  in  connection  with 
the  Fonsonby  estate,  at  Youghal,  and 
he  has  shown  in  connection  with  these 
cases  an  animus  which  is  unjudicial. 

The  chairman  :  The  Question  the 
hon.  Gentleman  is  now  dealing  with  has 
been  considered  more  than  once  in  this 
House,  and  more  than  once  decided.  It 
is  not  legitimate  for  criticism  to  take  this 
form. 

Mr.  FLYNN  :  I  bow  to  your  decision, 
Sir.  I  would  merely  call  the  attention 
of  the  Committee  to  the  large  amount 
of  expense  incurred  under  the  item  to 
which  I  have  referred.  I  wish  to  bring 
before  the  notice  of  hon.  Members  the 
large  amount  expended  in  a  manner 
never  contemplated  when  the  Bankruptcy 
Court  was  established. 

Mr.  sexton  (Belfast,  W.) :  I  wish 
to  ask  the  right   hon.  Gentleman   the 
Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour),  in  regard  to  this  Vote,  whe- 
ther it  is  intended  to  proceed  with  the 
Bankruptcy  Bill  they  brought  in  at  an 
earlier  period  of  the  Session?    Under 
the  present  system,  bankruptcy  in  Ire- 
land, no  matter  how  limited,  is  adjudi- 
cated upon  by  one  or  other  of  two  Judges 
in   Dublin,    which   is  injurious  to  the 
public  interest.    Bankruptcies  in  Ireland 
are  usually  of  small  amount,  and  the 
bulk  of  the  assets  are  swallowed  up  by 
this  costly  adjudication  in  Dublin.    The 
right  hon.   Gentleman  some  time   ago 
said  the  Government  would  be  glad  to 
facilitate  the  introduction  of  a  Bill  by 
any  private  Member ;  but  my  experience 
has  been  very  sad  in  that  respect.     I 
myself  have  given  a  great  deal  of  time 
and  attention  to  the  subject — I  have 
been  before  the  Examiner  and  a  Select 
Committee.  My  hon.  and  learned  Friend 
the  Member  for  the  University  of  Dublin 
(Mr.  Serjeant  Madden)  was  present  upon 
the  Select  Committee,  and  moved  several 
Amendments  on  behalf  of  the  Treasury, 
which  were  unanimously  accepted  by  the 
Committee,  and  the  Bill  has  been  unani- 
mously reported  with  the  Amendments 
inserted  in  it.     The  Bill  is  non-conten- 


tious, except  so  far  that  it  has  been 
blocked,  and  it  is  a  Bill  that  is  desired 
by  all  parties,  and  was  approved  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary in  the  early  period  of  the  Session. 
The  Bill  would  establish  local  Courts  in 
Belfast,  and  as  it  is  particularly  desired 
by  the  commercial  classes,  I  would  take 
this  opportunity  of  making  a  strong 
appeal  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Chief  Secretary  on  behalf  of  this  Bill, 
which  really  is  a  non-contentious  one. 

The  chief  SECRET AEY  for  IRE- 
LAND  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour)  (Manches- 
ter, E.) :  The  hon.  Gentleman  asks  me 
a  question  as  to  the  views  of  the  Go- 
vernment regarding  the  Bill  he  brought 
in  at  an  earlier  period  of  the  Session. 
So  far  as  I  am  personally  concerned,  I 
think  that  this,  or  some  Bill  on  the 
same  lines,  ought  certainly  to  be  passed 
by  this  House;  but,  the  Bill  being 
blocked,  it  may  not  be  possible  to  pass 
it.  If  it  is  not  passed  this  Session,  I 
hope  early  next  year  this,  or  a  similar 
Bill,  will  be  adopted  by  the  House. 

Mr.  T.  p.  O'CONNOR  (Liverpool, 
Scotland) :  I  think  as  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  agrees 
with  the  principle  of  the  Bill  he  has 
the  power  to  pass  it.  It  is  true  the 
Bill  is  blocked,  but  only  by  the  hon. 
Baronet  opposite  the  Member  for 
Mid  Armagh  (Sir  James  Corry).  I 
feel  bound  to  call  attention  to  this  fact 
that  another  hon.  Gentleman — the  Mem- 
ber for  North  Belfast  (Mr.  Ewart)— 
was  on  the  Committee  which  reported  this 
Bill,  and  I  believe  the  hon.  Gentleman 
is  quite  in  favour  of  the  principle  of  the 
Bill.  My  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
West  Belfast  (Mr.  Sexton)  is  making 
himself  the  mouthpiece  of  almost  the 
unanimous  demand  of  the  commercial 
class  of  Belfast ;  and  I  therefore  would 
appeal  to  the  hon.  Baronet  to  yield  his 
opinion  to  that  of  the  people  of  Belfast, 
the  more  especially  as  I  understand  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary is  in  favour  of  the  principle  of  the 
Bill.  Under  these  circumstances,  I 
would  appeal  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
to  use  his  influence  with  his  followers, 
and  I  would  appeal  to  them  to  relax 
their  opposition.  I  understand  it  is  also 
blocked  by  an  English  Conservative 
Member,  the  hon.  Member  for  the  Tor- 
quay Division  of  Devon  (Mr.  Mallock), 
and  I  think  it  is  rather  hard  that  a 
Gentleman  representing  Torquay  should 
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ence  in  the  bargain  that  prevented  it 
being  brought  forward. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided: — Ayes  47; 
Noes  112:  Majority  65. — (Div.  List, 
No.  442.)  [12.30  a.m.] 

Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to, 

(4.)  £9,266,  to  complete  the  sum  for 
Registry  of  Deeds,  Ireland. 

(5.)  £73,028  (including  a  Supple- 
mentary sum  of  £37,675),  to  complete 
the  sum  for  the  Irish  Land  Commission. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Longford,  N.) : 
I  know  that  it  is  difficult  to  criticize  a 
Vote  of  this  important  character  at  this 
time,  especially  when  a  new  Land  Act 
has  just  come  before  the  country.  I  do 
not  see  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman the  Attorney  General  for  Ireland 
here;  but  before  I  touch  on  the  tech- 
nical part  of  the  Vote,  I  will  express  my 
deep  regret  that  the  Land  Commission 
should  have  issued  the  notification  to 
the  Government  that  they  did  with  re- 
gard to  a  Bill  passing  through  this 
House.  I  think  their  conduct  in  this 
respect  is  absolutely  without  parallel  in 
the  history  of  Government  Departments 
in  Ireland,  especially  where,  as  is  the 
case  in  the  present  instance,  the  Depart- 
ment taking  such  a  course  had  judicial, 
and,  I  might  almost  say.  Executive 
functions  committed  to  it.  And  I  must 
say  that  I  think  it  is  a  matter  calling  for 
strong  observation  that  the  Land  Com- 
mission should  have  addressed  a  joint 
note  signed  by  the  three  Commissioners  to 
Her  Majesty's  Government  requiring  or 
suggesting  that  a  particular  Bill  passing 
through  the  House  of  Commons  should 
be  shaped  in  a  particular  manner.  I 
think  no  \^or8e  instance  of  the  decompo- 
sition of  public  life  in  Ireland  could  be 
instanced  than  that  a  Judge  of  the 
Supreme  Court  of  Judicature,  accompa- 
nied by  two  gentlemen  who  have  occu- 
pied seats  on  the  Judicial  Bench  for 
seven  years,  should  have  put  their  names 
to  this  unfortunate  document.  I  deplore 
it  as  an  instance  of  the  complete  wreck 
and  chaos  to  which  we  are  reduced 
in  Ireland,  that  these  gentlemen  who 
occupy  a  judicial  position  in  Ireland, 
are,  at  the  same  time,  part  of  the  work- 
ing executive  in  Ireland,  should  take  it 
upon  themselves  to  declare  that  the 
House  of  Commons  was  not  sufficiently 
explicit  in  its  statements.     I  say  that 
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this  statement  is  not  only  an  insult  to 
the  House  of  Commons,  and  an  insult  to 
the  House  of  Lords,  to  which  the  Bill 
had  then  passed,  but  that  the  action  of 
the  Commissioners  is  absolutely  foreign 
to  every  idea  of  what  ought  to  be  the 
action  of  men  possessing  and  exercising 
judicial  functions.  Let  us  take  it  in  this 
way.  Suppose  that  the  Cass  case  in 
England  were  to  result  in  the  introduc- 
tion of  some  now  law  relating  to  the 
action  of  magistrates  in  such  eases ;  and 
suppose  that  in  connection  with  that  Bill 
Mr.  Stead's  Act  dealing  with  solicitation 
came  under  consideration,  and  that  some 
twopenny-halfpenny  dog-breaker  in  the 
oountry  who  was  not  satisfied  with  the 
Bill  said — **  I  think  the  House  of  Com- 
mons is  making  a  great  mistake.  I  am 
one  of  the  Great  Unpaid,  and  I  desire 
to  place  my  opinions  on  record — which 
I  put  in  the  shape  of  a  letter  to  the 
Home  Secretary — that  the  House  of 
Commons'  manner  of  dealing  with  an 
important  Act  is  not  satisfactory  " — the 
only  result  would  be  this  gentleman 
would  be  laughed  at.  Why  should  it 
be  different  when  we  are  dealing  with 
Ireland,  and  with  a  question  of  rent  and 
cash  ?  I  wonder  who  it  was  that  gave 
these  gentlemen  the  idea  of  writing  this 
unfortunate  document  on  the  9th  of  the 
last  month.  They  begin  their  letter  as 
if  it  were  a  State  document,  and  I 
have  no  doubt  that  the  penny  stamp 
which  carried  their  letter  was  paid  for 
by  the  Inaperial  Exchequer.  They  had 
no  idea,  I  am  sure,  of  charging  them- 
selves with  even  a  penny  stamp  in 
connection  with  the  writing  of  this 
monstrous  and  indecent  letter.  Here  is 
the  letter  in  regard  to  a  Bill  passing 
through  the  House  of  Commons— a 
House  elected  as  the  Bepresentatives  of 
the  people.  It  is  said  that  we  do  not 
know  what  we  are  doing ;  that  even  the 
great  Primrose  League  Party  in  this 
and  the  other  House  do  not  know  what 
they  are  doing ;  that  we  are  mere  scum 
on  the  waves  of  legislation  in  regard  to 
Irish  land  ;  and  that,  therefore,  the  Irish 
Land  Court  is  going  to  ask  the  House  of 
Commons  and  the  House  of  Lords  what 
they  shall  do.  Here  is  what  they  have 
the  audacity  to  say — *' Considering  the 
enormous  responsibility  thrown  on  the 
Court  "  —  as  if  they  were  not  well 
paid  for  bearing  this  responsibility ;  as 
if  they  would  not  willingly  take  that 
responsibility  for  £5,000   a-jear  paid 
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quarterly.  Then  they  go  on  to  talk  of 
''  the  reBponsibility  in  regard  to  the 
temporary  reduction  of  judicial  rents/' 
as  if  they  had  not  already  dealt  with  a 
quarter  of  a  million  of  judicial  rents. 
Then  they  say,  as  to  the  Bill  before 
Parliament — and  I  consider  this  almost 
amounts  to  a  Breach  of  Privilege — "that 
more  precise  guidance  should  be  given 
in  the  Act  of  Parliament " — it  was  not 
then  an  Act  of  Parliament,  but  only  a 
Bill ;  fancy  members  of  the  judicature 
speaking  of  a  Bill  as  if  it  were  an 
Act  of  Parliament — a  Bill  that  might 
have  been  rejected  at  any  part  of  its 
course.  But  let  that  pass.  They  say 
that  they  *'are  of  opinion  that  more 
precise  guidance  should  be  given  in 
the  Act  of  Parliament  as  to  the  nature 
of  the  provisions  to  be  applied  to  the 
reduction  of  judicial  rents.''  A  more 
incongruous  document  was  surely  never 
addressed  to  the  House  of  Commons; 
but  bad  as  was  the  act  of  the  Commis- 
sioners in  penning  this  mean  and  miser- 
able letter,  I  think  it  was  even  worse 
for  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief 
Secretary  for  Ireland  to  produce  it.  These 
men  might  have  been  misled ;  they  might 
have  written  this  letter  in  a  moment  of 
passion.  [ Cries  of  **  Oh,  oh  !  " j  Well, 
I  will  withdraw  the  word  **  passion,"  as 
unfit  for  the  cerulean  atmosphere  of  the 
Land  Commission.  But  then  comes  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary for  Ireland  and  produces  their  letter. 
They  did  not  put  private  on  the  letter, 
I  imagine,  and  that  I  suppose  was  their 
error;  but  both  Mr.  Justice  O'Hagan 
and  Mr.  Litton,  on  reading  their  letter 
next  morning  in  the  newspapers,  must, 
I  should  think,  have  been  surprised  that 
it  should  be  made  public.  They  meant, 
no  doubt,  to  have  kept  it  between  them- 
selves. They  only  wanted  to  do  a  little 
of  that  nudging  which  goes  on  between 
the  Irish  judicature  and  the  Irish  Exe- 
cutive; but  the  Government  went  and 
published  their  letter,  and  under  what 
circumstances?  The  Bill  had  been  sent 
down  from  the  House  of  Lords,  where 
g^ve  changes  had  been  made  in  it. 
The  House  of  Lords  have  had  the  Bill 
before  them  from  Thursday  to  Saturday, 

and  the  complaint  was 

The  chief  SEOEETAEY  for  IRE- 
LAND (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour)  (Manchester, 
E.) :  I  rise  to  a  point  of  Order.  I  wish 
to.  ask  whether  in  connection  with  this 
Vote  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  is 


justified  in  criticizing  the  action  of  the 
Government  in  producing  this  letter  ? 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  no  right  to  assume  to 
know  what  I  am  going  to  say.    I  am 

going  to  deal  with  this  point,  that  the 
ovemment  produced  this  letter  in  the 
House  of  Commons  on  a  given  date,  and 
stated  in  the  House  of  Commons  that 
their  reason  for  making  certain  altera- 
tions in  the  Bill  was  this  letter,  whereas 
they  did  not  produce  it  in  the  House  of 
Lords,  but  allowed  the  House  of  Lords 
to  remain  suspended  in  judgment  from 
Thursday  to  Saturday,  and  this,  too, 
although  the  Amendments  submitted  to 
the  Lords  had  only  been  printed  half- 
an-hour  before  they  were  submitted  to 
them.  What  is  the  excuse  of  the  Go- 
verement  for  at  last  producing  this 
letter  ?  It  was  that  pressure  was  brought 
to  bear  upon  them  by  the  Land  Com- 
mission. But  I  think  that  all  ends 
would  have  been  attained  if  the  Go- 
vernment would  have  stood  up  at  that 
Table  and  justified  the  Amendments 
they  were  proposing.  But  the  letter, 
whether  written  for  production  or  not, 
was  a  most  deplorable  letter.  It  shows 
that  in  dealing  with  the  Land  Commis- 
sion we  are  not  dealing  with  a  firm  and 
stable  body,  but  with  men  who  are 
blown  aside  by  every  wind  of  doctrine. 
This  letter  was  addressed  to  the  Govern- 
ment by  two  gentlemen  who  are  to  go 
out  of  office  next  year,  and  whose  ap- 
pointments are  in  the  hands  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary. 
Now,  one  of  them — Mr.  Wrench — has 
only  been  lately  appointed  in  the  place 
of  the  late  Mr,  Vernon.  I  will  therefore 
say  nothing  of  Mr.  Wrench.  My  expe- 
rience of  him  extends  only  to  two  or 
three  cases,  and  therefore  I  will  suspend 
niy  judgment  until  I  have  had  more  ex- 
perience of  him.  Mr.  Litton  has  had 
more  experience.  He  sat  in  this  House 
all  the  time  that  the  Land  Act  was 
passing  through  it,  and  has  since  had 
six  years'  experience  on  the  Bench.  Mr. 
Justice  O'Hagan  is  the  best  poet  and 
the  worst  Judge  that  ever  sat  on  tho 
Irish  Bench.  His  poetry  is  admirable. 
You  could  sit  all  day  and  read,  and 
then  spend  all  the  night  thinking  of 
it. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  Is  it  in  Order 
that  on  this  Vote  Members  should  at« 
taok  both  the  motives  and  the  actions  ot 
the  Land  Commissioners  ? 
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The  chairman  :  Tho  action  of  the 
Land  Commission  as  a  body  is  subject 
to  criticism  on  this  Vote.  The  personal 
action  of  the  head  of  a  Judicial  Commis- 
sion who  is  also  a  member  of  the  High 
Court  of  Judicature  is  not  a  fitting  sub- 
ject of  criticism. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  But  Mr.  Justice 
O^Hagan  signs  this  letter,  and  it  is  im- 
possible therefore  to  separate  him  from 
his  colleagues.     If  I  were  to  criticize  or 
to  blame  Mr.  Litton  and  Mr.  Wrench 
and  were  not  to  criticize  or  to  apportion 
any  blame  to   the  third  gentleman    it 
might  be  considered  that  I  was  unjust 
to  Mr.  Litton  and  Mr.  Wrench.      How- 
ever, I  am  glad  to  have  twice  had  these 
interruptions  from  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Chief  Secretary.     It  shows 
that  the  Government  are  aware  of  and 
appreciate  the  fact  that  these  gentlemen 
have  acted  in  an  improper  manner ;  and 
that  this  action  of  a  Judicial   Commis- 
sion  in  regard  to  judicial  rents   is  a 
matter  in  regard  to  which  the  Govern- 
ment do  not  feel  on  safe  ground.   I  now 
come  to  the  question  of  the  manner  in 
which  the  Lind  Commission  propose  to 
administer    the    new  Act.       We   have 
passed  an  Act  dealing  with  leaseholders  ; 
ind  I  would  first  call  attention  to  the 
fact  that  under  this  Statute  there  has 
necessarily  been  an  appointment  of  a 
number  of  Sub-Commissioners,  with  re- 
jj^ard  to  whom  grave  doubt  must  be  felt. 
It  is  understood  that  these  Sub- Commis- 
sioners   have  been  appointed    for  one 
year — if  I  am  wrong  as  to  tho  length  of 
the  term  I  shall  be  glad  to  be  corrected — 
but  I  condemn  altogether  the  appoint- 
ment of  men  for  only  one  year  certain  as 
most  unfortunate.      For  the  men   thus 
appointed  go  about  the  country  believing 
that  their  appointment  will  be  exhausted 
in  a  year's  time;  and  they,  therefore, 
naturally    want    during  that    time    to 
make  friends  with  the  mammon  of  ini- 
quity.    Being  only  appointed  for  a  year 
they  believe  that  their  only    hope    of 
re- appointment    lies    in    pleasing    the 
Qovernment.     We  found  that  the  judg- 
ments of  the  men  appointed  for  one  year 
in  1881-2  3   were  wanting  in  stability. 
It  would  be  far  better  that  these  men 
should  be  appointed  in  fewer  numbers 
than  that  they  should  only  be  appointed 
for  one  year ;  for  these  men  hardly  get 
accustomed  to  their  office  or  able  to  dis- 
charge its   duties  satisfactorily   in  less 
than  a  year's  time,  and  yet  it  must  be 


remembered  that  every    decision  they 
give  is  subject  to  criticism.     A  number 
of  these    gentlemen    indeed     are    re- 
appointed,  nor  do  I  blame  the  Govern- 
ment for  having  gone  back  to  some  of 
the  old  Commissioners.      On  the  con- 
trary, I  think  they  are  well-advised  in 
taking  that  course,  but  then  I  cannot 
help    remarking    that    the    gentlemen 
whom  they  have  selected    very   much 
belong  to  one  class.     I  do  npt  want  to 
bring  in  the  names  of  particular  gentle- 
men, but  I  must  say  that  the  fact  is  very 
curious  that  the  majority  in  all  Govern- 
ment appointments   in  Ireland  should 
always  belong  to  one  class.     When  you 
dismiss  Ee&ident  Magistrates  it  is  re- 
markable that  they  should  be  Catholics, 
and  that,  on  the  other  hand,  those  who 
are  re-appointed  to  office  should  be  Pro- 
testants.     That  offers  a    very  serious 
subject  for  consideration,  but  I  will  not 
dwell  on  it  now  in  the  hope  that  the 
Government  will  abstain  from  bringing 
pressure  to  bear  on  these  Commissioners, 
and,  at  the  same  time,  bearing  in  mind 
the  fact  that  they  are  now  only  on  the 
threshold  of  their  career.     Oonsidering 
what  mistakes  were  made  by  their  Pre- 
decessors whereby  Parliament  was  com- 
pelled   to    revise  the    rents    fixed   in 
188 1-2-3  I  would  hope  that  this  fact  may 
have  some  effect  on  these  gentlemen,  and 
may  induce  them  to  fix  rents  without  re- 
gard to  class  or  influence.      Professor 
Baldwin,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  is  now  no 
more.     I  greatly  deplore  his  loss.    The 
hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  the  Par- 
liamentary Under  Secretary  for  Ireland 
(Colonel  King-Harman)  will,  I  am  sure, 
bear  me  out  when  I  say  that  he  certainly 
did    endeavour    to  do  justice  between 
landlord  and  tenant.     But  there  was  a 
remark  made  by  Professor  Baldwin,  and 
I  thought  it  showed  the  prescience  of 
the  man.  He  had  been  a  party  to  fixing 
some  very  high  rents,  and  so  long  bac^ 
as  1882  or  1883  he  wrote  to  the  papers 
to  say  that  those  rents  would  not  be  fair 
if  prices  fell  to  their  present  level.  This 
gentleman    is  dead,  but  his  words  re* 
main,    and  I  trust  that  his  words  will 
fix  themselves  in  the  minds  and  in  the 
memory  of  the  remaining  members  of  the 
Sub^Commission  so  that  whether  their 
term  of  office  extends  for  two,  three  or 
six  months,  they  will  endeavour  to  do 
justice    in    regard   to   the  rents  they 
^x  altogether  indifferent  to  the  losses 
that  may  accrue  to   th^  landlords   in 
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consequence  of  their  making  reductions, 
or  to   the   tenants  by  their  failing  to 
make    reductions.      I    hope    they    will 
decide  the  questions  submitted  to  them 
solely  by  reference  to  the  character  of 
the   improvements  on   the    farms,    the 
state  of  the  seasons  and  prices  and  so 
OD,  without  regard  to  politics.     If  any- 
one will  look  back  to  Hansard  for  the 
last  five  years,  they  will  see  that  so  long 
back  I  have  lifted  up  my  voice  against 
the   action   of  the   Land    Commission. 
The    Government  did  not    then    take 
our  advice,  and  consequently  you  are 
now  in   your   present  positions.     Now 
that  you  have  appointo  1  a  fresh  Com- 
mission I  ask  them  to  remember  that 
they  are  Eworn  to  administer  the  law 
without  regard  to  politics,  and  that  they 
will  not    in    that    respect    follow    the 
example   of  Mr.  Cecil  Rhodes.     I  now 
pass  to  the  question  of  the  appeals  made 
from  the  Sub-  Commissioners  to  the  Land 
Commission.     On  a  matter  of  this  kind 
no  one  will  speak  with  more  deference 
than  I  shall  do  to  the  opinion  of  the 
right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the 
Attorney  General  for  Ireland  (Mr.  Gib- 
son).    I  think  that  we  have  been  for- 
tunate in  his  presence    during    these 
debates,  and  that  we  have  had  opposed 
to  us  a  Gentleman  of  his  experience 
and  of  his  type  of   character.     I   am 
sorry  that  he  is  going  to  be  made  a 
Judge,    and  that   he  will   perhaps   be 
spoiled.     I  fear  he  may  then   become 
possessed  of  those  objectionable  quali- 
ties which  belong  to  so  many  of  our 
Judges.     But  although  his  views  as  to 
the  rules  drafted  by  the  Commissioners 
are  entitled  to  great  respect,  it   must 
not  be  forgotten  that  it  is  easy  to  make 
statements  which  will  not  always  bear 
the  light  of  experience.     I  quite  agree 
that  future  experience  may  prove    my 
observations  to  be  incorrect,  but  I  do 
not  think  that  the  two   meagre  rules 
issued   by  the  Land  Commission  with 
regard  to  leaseholders  entirely  meet  the 
case.     I  do  not  care  now  to  go  further 
than  this ;  but  finding  myself  on  that 
broad  statement  I  will  reserve  my  judg- 
ment on  other  points.     I  am  merely  a 
critic,  and   I   admit   a  very  imperfect 
critic,  but  still  while  admitting  my  own 
imperfection,  I  must  say  that  I  do  not 
think  that  the  two  rules  of  the   Land 
Commission  will  entirely  meet  the  case. 
I  think  cases  will  arise  that  will  break 
down  the  rules.     It  is  a  delicate  matter, 


and  I  will  not  go  further  now  than  to 
sav  that  the  leaseholders  of  Ireland  are 
entitled  to  great  consideration.      The 
Government     refused     to    accept     our 
Amendments  dealing  with  leaseholders. 
They  met  our  views  no  doubt  to  a  cer- 
tain extent,   but  without  meeting  the 
bottom  point  we  had  in  our  minds  as  to 
the    non-recognition   of  the  status    of 
these  men.     I  have  asked  a  question 
that  would  go  to  the  bottom  of  the  land- 
lords' action  in  regard  to  leaseholders 
by  requesting  that  when  an  originating 
notice  is  served  by  anyone   from  this 
time  forward   that  that  notice  should 
simply  be   dealt    with   as  a    question 
of  fair  rent  and  nothing  else,  unless  the 
landlord  lodges  an  action.     I  am  told 
that  this  is  merely  a  matter  of  pleading; 
but  that  I  deny,  and  moreover  I  say  that 
in   this  matter  the  Land   Commission 
have  been  ruled  to  too  great  an  extent 
by  the  Kesolutions  of  the  House    of 
Lords  passed  in  1882-3.     I  now  ask  the 
Government  and  the  Land  Commission 
to  consider  whether,  on  serving  an  origi- 
nating notice  by  the    tenant    on    the 
landlord,  the  law  should  not  require  the 
landlord  to  lodge  an  action  within  a  cer- 
tain time  if  he  desires  to  raise  any  other 
than  a  question  of  fair  rent.     I  think 
that  would  not  be  unreasonable.      I 
think  that  the  present  system  does  not 
work  satisfactorily,  and  no  one  knows 
it  better  than  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
opposite.    And  even  if  he  does  not  know 
it  himself,  he  has  Mr.  Carson  as  his  as- 
sistant, and  a  more  competent  man  he 
cannot  have.     Mr.  Carson  is  one  of  the 
most   adroit  practitioners  in  the  Land 
Court,  and  he  knows  as  well  as  I  do  that 
when  the  tenant  has  got  a  fair  rent  in 
the  Sub- Commission    Court,    and    the 
landlord  appeals  on    the    question   of 
rent  and   value,    it   is  monstrous   that 
the  landlord  should  then  be  allowed  to 
commence  a  cross-examination  as  to  sub- 
letting or  status.    I  think  the  tenant 
should  be  forewarned  and  advised  on 
points  of   this    kind.     I  think    as  the 
Irish  Land  Commission  have  given  in 
to  the  opinion  of  the  House  of  Lords  on 
the  question  of  Procedure,  every  opinion 
in  favour  of  the  tenants  is  of  some  value 
on  the  other  side.     We  only  want  the 
rights  of  the  tenants  protected  as  those 
of  the  landlords  are,  and  I  think  we 
may    fairly    ask     the    Government    to 
consider  this  point.    The  Land  Commis- 
sion have  decided  that  an  appeal  is  a 
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rehearing.  I  say  that  it  is  most  unjust. 
I  say  that  the  tenant  should  know  the 
horse  that  the  landlord  is  going  to  win 
upon.  There  are  other  questions  re- 
garding the  whole  rental  of  Ireland,  and 
I  think  the  Land  Oommission  and  the 
Government  would  be  well  advised,  and 
their  action  would  inspire  public  confi- 
dence in  regard  to  appointments  and  re- 
appointments, if  they  considered  that 
subject.  Any  appointments  which  re- 
main, whether  of  the  Land  Commis- 
sioners or  Sub-Commissioners,  are  a 
matter  of  some  importance,  and  we 
shall  know  from  their  action  and  acts, 
whether  their  appointments  are  execu- 
tive acts  or  judicial  acts.  We  ask  that 
the  Land  Commission  should  have  some 
little  say  in  the  matter  of  reappointment. 
The  matter  is  one  of  considerable 
urgency  as  well  as  of  some  considerable 
delicacy — I  believe  even  Land  Commis- 
sioners can  learn  wisdom  from  what  has 
taken  place — therefore,  in  the  present 
circumstances,  I  guard  myself  from 
making  what  might  be  unfairly  critical 
observations  on  these  appointments. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUE:  The  speech 
which  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man has  just  delivered,  I  am  glad  to 
recognize  as  being,  on  the  whole, 
a  moderate  speech,  though  I  am 
sorry  to  say,  he  did  not  refrain  alto- 
gether from  casting  imputations  on 
the  Court  whose  usefulness  he  recog- 
nized. Two  of  the  Land  Commissioners, 
not  being  permanent  appointments,  are 
not  free  as  other  Judges  are  from  Par- 
liamentary criticism  of  the  kind  which 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  has 
made. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY:  Might  I,  Mr. 
Courtney,  with  great  respect  point  out 
that  the  ruling  of  Mr.  Speaker  Brand, 
and  of  the  present  Speaker  following 
him,  was  that  as  the  salaries  of  these 
Judges  fell  on  the  Consolidated  Fund,  a 
distinct  Motion  to  impeach  them  would 
require  to  be  made.  I  think  that  is  a 
matter  of  the  utmost  importance.  I 
would  not  be  even  in  Order  in  criticiz- 
ing the  salary  of  Judge  O'Hagan. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  The  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  mistook  the  point  of 
my  remarks.  I  did  not  suggest  he  was 
out  of  Order,  because  I  conceive  if  he 
had  been  out  of  Order,  you,  Mr.  Court- 
ney, would  have  called  him  to  Order. 
What  I  say  caused  the  regret  I  expressed 
was  that  a  technical  difference  in  the 

Mr.  T,  M.  Healy 


mode  in  which  these  Judges  and  other 
Judges  are  paid,  should  render  it  pos- 
sible for  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man to  make  imputations  on  their  con- 
duct which  he  would  haTe  been  pre- 
vented by  the  Eules  of  the  House  from 
doing  in  the  case  of  the  other  Judges. 
I  will  deal  with  the  points  which  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  has  raised, 
in  the  reverse  order  of  that  in  which  ho 
has  raised  them.  The  last  question  he 
put  was  whether  we  were  to  regard  the 
appointment  of  the  Sub- Commissioners 
as  purely  coming  from  the  Executive  or 
whether  the  Land  Commissioners  were 
consulted.  The  Executive  is  purely 
responsible  for  these  appointments, 
though  any  representation  made  by  the 
Land  Commission  would  receive  consi- 
deration from  those  who  are  responsible 
for  these  appointments.  Then  the  next 
point  he  proceeded  to  deal  with  was,  I 
think,  the  question  of  the  Bules  of 
Court.  Upon  that  subject  I  confess  I 
do  not  feel  competent  to  give  any 
opinion.  It  is  not  a  matter  which  comes 
within  my  cognizance.  The  Land  Com- 
missioners are  solely  responsible,  and 
even  if  I  were  competent  to  criticize 
them,  I  should  not  feel  inclined  to  do  so. 
Then  the  next  point  which  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  touched  upon  was 
the  permanent  nature  of  the  sub-Com- 
missioners' appointments. 

Mr.  T.  M.    HEALY:    Non-perma- 
nent. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUE :  Exactly  so— 
the  non- permanent  nature  of  the  ap- 
pointments of  the  Sub-Commissioners. 
The  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  pointed 
out  that  they  were  appointed  for  one 
year.  With  the  general  spirit  of  his 
observations  I  am  disposed  to  concur. 
I  thing  that  on  the  whole,  speaking 
broadly,  the  longer  the  tenure  of  office 
of  a  Judge  is,  the  more  his  usefulness 
will  be.  But  the  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman must  be  aware  that  by  the  re- 
cent Bill,  we  have  brought  in  a  flood  of 
business  that  requires  temporarily  deal- 
ing with.  If,  therefore,  we  oiuj  ap- 
pointed a  few  Sub-CommissionerB  and 
gave  them  a  permanent  tenure  of  office, 
we  should  have  a  g^eat  mass  of  arrears ; 
and  if  we  appointed  a  large  number 
permanently,  we  should  haTe  to  saddle 
the  country  with  the  payment  of  officials 
who  might  find  themselyes  with  nothing 
to  do.  Then  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  said  that  the  Sab*Oomm]s- 
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sioners  who  had  been  appointed  had  been 
selected  on  Party  grounds,  or,  at  all 
events,  on  religious  grounds. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  I  did  not  say 
that. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUE  :  The  hou.  and 
learned  Gentleman  hinted  at  that. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  I  said  that  it 
was  a  curious  fact  that  of  the  appoint- 
ments the  majority  were  Protestants, 
and  of  omissions  made  the  majority 
were  Catholics. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  think,  Sir, 
I  was  justified  in  saying  that  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  had  hinted  that 
we  were  influenced  by  political  consi- 
derations— at  all  events  religious  consi- 
derations. He  will  not  deny  that.  I 
can  only  say  on  behalf  of  the  Irish 
Government  that  no  such  motives  have 
influenced  us  at  all.  I  believe  in  the 
gentlemen  we  have  appointed  all  the 
leading — if  I  may  use  such  an  expres- 
sion—all the  leading  creeds  in  Ireland 
are  represented.  There  are  Eoman 
Catholics,  there  are  Presbyterians, 
and  there  are  members  of  the  Irish 
Episcopal  Church ;  and  I  do  not  think 
there  is  any  ground  for  the  suggestions 
or  the  hints  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  that  we  have  been  influenced 
by  any  other  motive  than  that  of  com- 
petence in  the  persons  to  be  appointed. 
Then  I  pass  to  the  first  part  of  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman's  speech — 
that  part,  namely,  in  which  he  impugns 
the  personal  action  of  the  Government, 
and  more  especially  the  action  of  the 
Land  Court  in  writing  to  the  Govern- 
ment that  letter  the  terms  of  which  he 
has  so  severely  criticized.  Sir,  in  my 
opinion,  the  Land  Court,  holding  the 
opinions  they  did  upon  the  subject, 
were  well  advised,  and  did  no  more  than 
their  simple  duty,  in  calling  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Government  to  the  difficul- 
ties of  the  Act  which  they  have  to  carry 
out.  I  am  sure  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  may  find  some  cases — the 
codification  of  the  Criminal  Law,  for  in- 
stance— in  which  the  opinions  of  the 
Judges  have  been  taken.  But  I  do  not 
wish  to  dwell  upon  that— I  do  not  admit 
that  that  case  is  absolutely  on  all  fours 
with  the  present  case.  And  why  are 
they  not  on  all  fours?  Because 
the  action  of  the  Land  Commission 
under  this  new  Bill,  is  not  a  judicial 
action  in  the  sense  in  which  an  ordinary 
Court  performs  a  judicial  action  when 
it  interprets  an  Act  of  Parliament. 


Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY :  Why  did  you 
rise  to  Order  ?  You  rose  to  Order,  and 
said  I  was  raising  a  question  with  re- 
gard to  these  gentlemen  performing 
judicial  actions.  Now  you  make  a  con- 
trary assertion. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  What  I  ob- 
jected to,  and  what  I  still  object  to,  is 
that  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
made  a  most  offensive  suggestion  with 
reference  to  the  Land  Commission — 
namely,  that  two  of  their  members 
were  actually  influenced,  or  might  be 
influenced  in  the  course  they  pursued, 
by  the  fact  that  the  tenure  of  their 
office  was  temporary.  If  anything  I 
could  have  done  could  have  prevented 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  making 
that  observation,  I  would  have  been 
glad  to  do  it.  I  come  back  to  the  ar- 
gument of  the  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman on  the  question.  What  is  the 
character  of  the  duties  which  the 
Land  Commission  has  to  perform 
under  the  Act  ?  In  fact — the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  will  not  deny — 
the  duties  they  have  to  perform  are 
really  the  duties  of  arbitration.  We 
are  casting  upon  these  three  geu-> 
tlemen  the  unexampled  duty — the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  asked  for 
a  precedent — is  there  any  precedent 
for  such  a  duty  ? — of  the  arbitration  of 
an  enormous  number  of  agricultural  dis- 
putes, affecting  a  large  proportion  of  the 
agricultural  population  over  the  whole 
of  Ireland.  I  venture  to  say,  never  was 
an  attempt  made  by  the  Legislature  of 
any  country,  to  throw  on  any  body  of 
men,  the  powers  of  dealing  with  the 
interests  of  a  large  class,  such  as  we 
have  thrown  upon  the  Land  Commission. 
In  my  opinion,  they  would  have  been 
guilty  of  a  grave  dereliction  of  duty,  if, 
knowing  that  this  power  was  to  be  cast 
upon  them  without  their  consent,  they 
had  not  asked  the  House,  to,  at  all 
events,  lay  down  rules  of  such  precision, 
such  clearness,  and  of  such  unquestion- 
able a  character,  that  they  should  have 
no  doubt  as  to  how  they  should  exercise 
the  unexampled  powers  entrusted  to 
them.  I  apprehend  that  that  con- 
sideration, and  that  consideration  alone, 
meets  the  two  points  of  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman.  It  meets  the  point 
that  there  was  no  precedent  for  such 
action,  the  point  that  there  was  no  such 
appeal  from  the  judicial  body  to  this 
House,  and  it  meets  the  point  that  there 
was  no  precedent  for  this  House  giving 
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them  advice  on  the  subject.  I  certainly 
think  when  tliey  asked  for  instruction  as 
to  how  they  should  act  in  the  exercise  of 
the  enormous  duties  that  were  cast  upon 
them  in  every  direction,  that  this  House 
was  bound  to  give  them  all  the  assistance 
in  that  respect  which  it  had  in  its  power 
to  give. 

Mr.  BLANE  (Armagh,  S.) :  I  wish  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  right  hon.  and 
gallant  Gentleman  the   Parliamentary 
Under  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Colonel 
King-Harman)y  or  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the   Chief  Secretary  (Mr.  A.    J. 
Balfour)  to  the  fact  that  there  are  a  great 
many  people  who  are  put  to  expense  by 
reason  of  the  negligence  of  the  ofiBcials 
who  serve  under  the  Commissioners.     I 
could    instance    one    case    where    the 
solicitor  of  a  tenant  wrote  to  the  Com- 
mission asking  if  they  have  power  to 
stay  proceedings  on  a  notice  to  quit  by 
reason  of  sub-letting,    and  the    Com- 
missioners wrote  back  to  say  they  had. 
When  the  case  came  on  for  trial  the 
Commissioners   declared    they    had   no 
jurisdiction,   and  the  man  had  to  bear 
the  cost  of  witnesses,  solicitor,  and  other 
law  costs,  he  had  involved  himself  in. 
Even  if  he  had  got  a  reduction,  these 
costs  would  cover  for  a  great  many  years 
the  benefit  he  would  have  got  from  the 
reduction.     At  any  rate,  the  small  re- 
ductions which  the  Sub-Commissioners 
did  give  were  utterly    useless  to    the 
people,  and  unless  in  the  administration 
of  this  Act  reductions  are  given  so  as  to 
enable  people  to  live  and  thrive,  the  Act 
will  be  a  nullity.     Therefore  we  press 
on  the  Government  the  necessity,  in  any 
appointments  to  the  Land  Commission, 
of  appointing  men  who  will  really  take 
the  circumstances   of  the  tenants  into 
consideration.     If  proper  reductions  had 
been  given  under  the  Act  of  1881  and 
until  now,  you  would  not  have  had  cause 
for  recent  legislation.     It  was  because 
the  Commissioners  did  not  g^ve  adequate 
reductions   that  the  Government  were 
compelled  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  deal  with 
the  subject.     I  merely  mention  this  in 
order  that  the  Government  may  use  such 
pressure  upon  the  Sub- Commissioners  as 
will   enable   the  tenants  to   get    some 
relief. 

Mb.  NOLAN  (Louth,  N.):  Before  the 
Vote  is  taken  I  want  to  direct  the 
attention  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the    Chief    Secretary    to   a    matter  of 
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common  complaint.    In  the  Estimate, 
under  the  head  of  the  Irish  Land  Com- 
mission, there  appear  the  items,  Judicial 
Commissioner  and  Assistant   Commis- 
sioners, first,   second,  and  third  class, 
and    lower  division  clerks.     And   yet, 
when  the  very  simplest  Question  is  ad- 
dressed to  the  Department  by  people  who 
are  interested  in  obtaining  a  straight- 
forward answer,  they  are  put  off  with  the 
vaguest  possible  kind  of  an  answer.    As 
a  case  in  point,  I  a%ked  a  Question  to- 
day of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Chief  Secretary  about  some  constituents 
of  mine.     They  applied  in  last  May  to 
have  a  fair  rent  fixed  for  their  farms— 
not  a  matter  of  very  g^eat  importance  to 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  perhaps,  but 
still  a  matter  of  very  g^eat  importance 
to  these  poor  people — and  they  wanted 
to  know  whether  the  fair  rent  will  be 
fixed,  or  their  cases  will  be  heard  before 
the   1st  of  November  or    not.     WeD, 
one  would  think  that  even  one  of  the 
third  class  clerks  that  are   spoken  of 
here,  who  takes  in  the  names  of  the 
applicants  and  enters  the  applications  up, 
would,  after  this  Department  has  been 
in  work  for  six  years,  be  able  to  calculate 
the  rate  of  prog^ss,  and  give  the  ten- 
ants some  idea  when  their  cases  would 
be  heard.    Well,  I  am  told  to-day,  and 
it  is  all  the  answer  I  have  to  give  to 
these  people,  that  their  cases  will  be 
heard  some  time — whether  before  Christ- 
mas or  after  Christmas,  we  have  no  idea. 
What  I  want  to  know  now.  Sir,  is  whe- 
ther the  cases  of  these  tenants  will  be 
heard  before  November  or  not  ?    It  will 
surely  be  a  very  easy  thing  to  answer 
that    simple    question — not    narrowing 
down  the   right  hon.  Gentleman  to  a 
day,  or  a  week,  or  even  a  month — so 
that  these  people  may  know  that  their 
cases  will  be  heard   in   Noyember  or 
after.    It  is  a  matter  of  yeiy  great  im- 
portance to  these  people,  because  they 
want  to  know  whether  they  wiU  have  to 
pay  their  rent  upon  an  unfair  renter 
upon  a  fair  rent,  which  they  hope  to 
have  fixed  at  some  time ;  and  I  snonld 
like  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  give 
me  some  satisfaction  upon   this  point 
before  the  Vote  is  taken. 

The  PAELIAMENTAET  XJNDEE 
SEOEETARY  for  IRELAND  (Colonel 
Ki^q-Habman)  (Kent,  Ida  of  Thanet) : 
I  wish  very  much  that  I  could  answer 
the  hon.  Gentleman  in  a  manner  satis- 
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factory   to    his   coaetUuent^.     I  qiiitt' 

uDderstand  tho  hardship  in  the  case  of 
people  not  knowing  exactly  when  their 
rentBwilJbofixed;  but  it  is  really  impoe- 
Biblo  for  theCommiaslonera  to  know  until 
some  little  time  before  when  those  cflacf^ 
will  be  taken.  It  ia  impne^ible  to  knon- 
the  number  of  applications  that  will  comt' 
beforB  them  at  a  particular  time.  There 
may  be  in  the  two  or  three  counties 
which  precede  this  paiticular  county  a 
large  number  of  applications  or  a  small 
number,  and  it  ia  their  duty  to  hear  all 
the  caaea  that  come  before  them,  and  to 
consider  the  number  when  Ihey  make 
their  appointments.  There  may  be  200 
cases,  or  there  may  be  300  cases,  and 
until  the  Commissioners  know  the  num- 
ber of  cases  put  down  for  the  Session, 
which  will  be  coming  ou  in  the  ensuing 
autumn,  it  is  impossible  to  say  when 
they  will  be  in  a  certain  county  on  the 
Circuit.  I  can  assure  the  hou.  Oentls- 
man  that  the  Commissioners  do  their 
best  to  fix  the  earliest  day  they  possibly 

,  :  Me.  NOLAN  :  I  would  ask  the 
right  hon.  and  gallant  Oentlemau  it  he 
will  promise  to  communicate  with  the 
Land  Commission,  and  ask  them  to  gire 
an  answer  to  these  farmers  7 

ColonrlKING-HAEMAN:  I  will. 

Vote  agreed  to. 

Me.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  I  would  ask  the 
Govemment  respectfully  to  postpone  the 
next  Tote — "  County  Court  Officers,  &c." 
It  is  one  on  which  a  great  deal  of  dis- 
cussion will  arise,  and  we  have  only 
just  put  into  our  hands  the  names  of  the 
geatlemen  who  are  to  be  appointed  Be- 
vising  Barristers.  I  blame  myself  I 
did  not  ask  a  question  this  morning  as 
to  who  the  16  gentlemen  are  to  be,  and 
Z  think  it  is  a  reasonable  thing  to  ask 
the  Ooverament  to  consent  to  postpone 
this  Vote.  There  are  only  two  other 
Votes  in  the  Class  which  are  likely  to 
give  rise  to  much  discussion. 

Ma.  A.  J.  BALFOUK:  I  am  quite 
ready  to  p<iBtpone  thie  Vote,  if,  as  I 
understand,  tho  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman would  allow  us  to  hare  the 
other  Votes  without  much  discussion. 

Mb.  T.  11.  HEALY:  The  Prisons 
Vote  must  have  discussion. 

Ma.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  have  no 
objeotion  to  postpone  this  Vote. 

(6.)  £85,000,  to  complete  the  sum 
for  the  Dubliu  Metropolitan  Police. 
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Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Longford,  N.) : 
I  now  ask  the  Oorernment  to  fulfil  the 
pledge  which  was  given  by  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary 
during  the  discussions  on  the  Crimes 
Act.  The  Government  were  asked  to 
consider  the  question  of  the  treatment 
of  prisoners  under  the  Crimes  Act,  and 
especially  prisoners  committed  for  minor 
offences.  With  regard  to  men  of  a 
high  rank  in  life,  entrusted  with  posi- 
tions of  great  confidence,  these  mon 
ought  not  to  be  put  in  the  position  of 
Moonlighters.  For  myself,  if  I  have  to 
go  to  prison  I  ask  for  no  favour.  I  will 
endeavour  to  keep  out  of  prison  as  long 
as  I  can,  but  asking  for  no  favour  what- 
ever myself,  or  for  anything  but  fair 
play,  I  say  it  is  against  the  best  interests 
of  the  Government  to  reduce  a  Bepre- 
eentative  of  the  people  to  the  position  of 
a  Moonlighter,  to  reduce  persons  accused, 
say,  of  the  ofi'ence  of  sedition,  of  what  is 
a  political  ofi'ence,  to  the  same  class  as 
that  of  a  man  charged  with  Moonlight- 
ing. Tho  Government  have  great  power. 
I  think  they  should  work  this  Act  ob 
Mr.  Forster  did.  He  worked  it,  it  is 
true,  under  circumstances  which  gave 
rise  to  great  hardship.  Nevertheless, 
there  waa  no  such  feeling  generated 
under  Mr.  Forster'a  working  of  the 
Crimes  Act  as  there  was  In  1867  and 
1868  with  regard  to  the  treatment  of 
prisoners  then.  We  know  a  great  deal 
of  feehng  has  arisen  among  persons  in 
America  on  this  subject.  It  was  simply 
because  of  your  treatment  of  O'Donovan 
Rossa  in  prison  that  the  dynamite  cam- 
paign arose.  You  had  that  man  for  40 
days  with  his  hands  tied  behind  his  back, 
90  that  he  had  to  lis  down  and  lap  his 
food  like  a  dog.  These  men  who  wUl  go 
in  under  this  Act  ought  to  be  treated 
according  to  the  measure  of  their  in- 
iquity— no  better  and  no  worse.  The 
Government  will  have  nothing  to  gain 
by  treating  these  men  as  if  they  were 
criminals  of  the  darkest  die.  Sis  ounoei 
if  oatmeal  in  the  morning,  plus  six 
ounces  at  night,  plus  six  ounces  of  bread 
the  middle  of  the  day,  is  an  absurd 
diet  to  give  to  a  prisoner.  It  is  absurd 
to  suppose  that  the  influence  of  bad  food 
d  a  miserable  diet  will  bring  a  man's 
slings  down.  Instead  of  having  bad 
food,  a  man  ought  to  hare  good  food. 
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Thon  a  man  should  have  the  option  of 
hard  labour.  I  think  every  prisoner 
sentoQced  undor  the  Crimes  Act  should 
have  the  option  oi  having  hard  labour, 
because  he  gets  several  ounces  more 
food,  and  what  is  involved  by  hard  labour 
is  extremely  little  more.  One  of  the 
meanest  things  about  England  is  its 
fallacy  about  this  matter.  You  talk 
about  this  confinement  Trithin  high 
walls  aaa  pleasant  enjoyable  relaxation. 
Why  do  not  you  try  it  ?  The  Govern- 
ment have  given  ue  a  pledge  as  to  how 
they  will  treat  their  political  prisoners. 
If  they  do  not  do  so,  these  men  will,  in 
their  own  locality,  have  their  prestige 
added  to  and  will  be  regarded  as  martyrs 
in  consequence  of  the  prison  treatment 
to  which  they  will  have  been  subjected. 
There  is  not  a  man  on  the  Treasury 
Bench  I  could  not  reduce  to  a  condition 
of  ineptitude  if  I  had  it  in  my  powor 
to  deprive  them  of  sunlight  for  several 
months.  When  I  was  in  Biohmond  we 
were  drilled  in  a  yard  which  was  sur- 
rounded  on  all  sides  with  high  walls, 
and  the  smoke  blew  into  our  faces. 
During  the  four  months  I  was  in  there 
I  never  breathed  a  breath  of  fresh  air, 
and  the  only  place  we  were  ojieroised  in 
was  a  little  miserable  triangular  place 
where  we  marched  round  and  round, 
and  where  we  had  tLe  smoke  blown 
right  into  our  faces.  I  say  that  pri- 
soners are  entitled  to  fresh  air  if  not  to 
food,  and  to  food  if  not  to  fresh  air. 
Prisoners  are  men,  and  it  is  a.  monstrous 
thing  to  deprive  them  of  both.  The  idea 
of  this  Grimes  Act  of  yours  is  not  simply 
that  it  is  a  punitive  measure  hut  a  pre- 
ventive measure.  Now,  it  may  seom 
that  I  am  pleading  for  ourselves,  but  I 
am  not  doing  that.  As  I  have  said,  I 
shall  do  my  best  to  keep  out  of  prison, 
and  I  shall  only  go  in  when  it  is  abso- 
lutely necessary  to  do  so ;  therefore  do 
not  attach  any  foeling  of  bravado  to 
what  I  say  on  this  matter.  I  plead  for 
men  unable  to  plead  for  themselves, 
men  imprisoned  for  simply  returning 
for  shelter  to  their  miserable  hold- 
ings after  being  put  out  by  the 
Sheriff,  men  who  are  carrying  on  a 
purely  political  fight  such  a^  you  have 
applauded  when  carried  on  in  Hungary, 
in  Italy,  or  in  Greece.  They  will  go 
into  prison,  and  they  will  come  out  again 
as  martyrs  to  the  cause  in  which  they 
are  engaged,  and  your  prison  rules  will 
not  deprive  them  of  the  respect  of  their 
Mr.  T.  if.  Mealy 
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!ounti-ymen.  Now,  Mr.  Fotster  treated 
his  prisoners  fairly  well ;  but  every  one 
of  them  suffered  in  health  from  the  con- 
finement. The  illness  from  which  my 
hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Cork  (Mr. 
FarneJlJ  is  now  suffering  was,  I  believe, 
brought  about  by  that  imprisonment,  and 
the  health  of  others  of  my  hon.  Friends 
has  suffered  from  the  same  cause.  Bat 
not  to  apeak  of  these,  dozens  of  men 
have  died — some  have  gone  out  of  their 
minds,  and  all  have  been  impaired  in 
health,  from  their  prison  treatment.  I 
say  you  have  no  right  to  take  away  their 
liberty,  and  inflict  a  life-long  disabihty 
upon  them  and  sufferings  felt  years 
hence.  Confinement  between  high  pri- 
son  walla  is  bad  enough  for  the  most 
vigorous  constitutions;  the  least  you  can 
do  is  not  to  starve  the  prisoners  and 
deprive  them  of  fresh  air. 

The  OHIEF  SEOHETABYfok  IEE- 
LAND  (Mr.  A.  J.  Bauvck)  (Manchester, 
E.) :  I  sincerely  hope  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  will  not  have  to 
undergo  the  disagreeable  inoidants  to 
which  he  has  alluded. 

Mk.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  That  is  not  the 
point. 

Me.  a.  J.  BALFOUE :  It  is  a  point 
to  which  the  hon.  Member  himself  made 
reference,  and  that  is  whjr  I  refer  to  it. 
The  policy  upon  which  we  have  pro- 
ceeded is  simple.  Wa  are  not  of  opi- 
nion, and  I  have  never  had  the  opinion, 
that  prisoners  under  the  Aot  require 
exceptional  treatment.  We  conudec 
that  every  man  who  is  an  offender  under 
this  Aot,  and  is  condemned  for  hie 
oSenoe,  ought  to  have  been  condemned 
underthe  ordinary  law;  andif  he  wasnot 
socondemned,  it ishecaoseof  afoilureof 
the  machinery  of  the  ordinary  law,  not 
that  there  is  any  difference  in  sabatance 
between  the  old  law  and  the  new.  The 
offences  are  substantially  the  same,  sad 
I  do  not  see  any  ground  for  altering  the 
treatment  of  those  who  oome  under  Ihs 
operation  of  the  law  in  one  wajr  or  the 
other.  I  have  made  it  my  buainMi  to 
inquire  into  the  treatment  of  priooutl, 
and  to  find  out  whether  that  treatment 
is  the  same  in  Ireland  as  in  England, 
and  I  tind  it  is  undor  similar  clrui 
stances.  I  cannot  suggest  that  i 
alteration  in  Irish  prison  di 
should  be  made  in  regard  to  c 
If  that  discipline  ii 
try  it  is  wrong  ii 
to  deal  with  it 
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the  Criminal  Law  as  a  whole,  and  not 
in  reference  to  one  Criminal  Act.  The 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  has  at- 
tempted to  draw  a3  distinction  between 
Members  of  Parliament 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY:  No.  I  said 
that  political  prisoners  should  be  treated 
differently  to  those  convicted  of  man- 
slaughter and  other  criminal  acts.  I 
would  like  to  know — I  hope  the  Com- 
mittee will  pardon  me  for  using  a  vulgar 
illustration — how  would  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  like  to  be  treated  as  my  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  the  Harbour 
Division  of  Dublin  (Mr.  T.  C.  Har- 
rington) was,  and  be  deprived  of  a 
pocket-handkerchief  for  a  month,  and 
obliged  to  blow  his  nose  with  his 
fingers  ? 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUE  :  The  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  alluded  in  his  speech 
to  certain  imaginary  persons^— • 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  He  is  not  an 
imaginary  person. 

The  CHAIEMAN  :  Order,  order ! 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUE:  Who  were 
disposed  to  look  upon  prison  life  as 
rather  an  agreeablo  retirement.  I  do 
not  myself  adopt  that  view- 
Ma.  T.  M.  HEALY:  We  ask  for 
decency,  nothing  more. 

The  CHAIEMAN  :  Order,  order! 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUE :  The  hon.  and 
learned  Member  asks  that  a  certain  class 
of  prisoners  convicted  under  the  new  law 
should  be  subject  to  a  different  discipline. 
My  view  is  that  the  discipline  should  be 
the  same  as  under  the  old  law. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY :  Give  us  hand- 
kerchiefs. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUE :  I  hope  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  will  allow  me 
to  finish  my  remarks,  however  he  may 
differ  from  their  substance.  The  dis- 
cipline under  the  old  and  new  law  should 
be  the  same.  There  may  be  grounds  for 
changing  that  discipline  in  the  prisons 
of  England  and  Ireland ;  but  if  that  be 
the  case,  it  is  not  more  or  less  because 
of  the  passing  of  the  Crimes  Act,  it  is  a 

?ue3tion  to  be  dealt  with  on  its  merits, 
have  inquired  into  the  Irish  system  of 
prison  discipline  to  ascertain  if  it  differed 
from  the  English  discipline,  and  I  find 
there  is  no  difference — ^it  is  the  same. 
Under  the  circumstances,  I  see  no 
ground  for  making  a  special  inquiry 
iato  the  Irish  prison  discipline,  though 
I  am  perfectly  ready,  on  the  part  of  the 
Xrifth  Ezeoatiyei  to  enter  into  an  inquiry 


into  the  whole^system  of  prison  discipline 
in  England  and  Ireland. 

Mr.  EDWAED  HAEEINGTON 
(Kerry,  W.) :  It  arouses  indignation 
against  the  Government  of  our  unfor- 
tunate country,  it  is  a  burning  shame,  a 
crying  injustice,  that  an  Act  essentially 
political  In  its  application  to  the  people 
of  Ireland  should  be  administered  by 
rules  under  which  you  say  prisoners 
shall  be  just  as  well  treated  as  thieves 
and  pickpockets  in  England;  that  no 
change  in  discipline  is  required.  What 
is  that  treatment  ?  I  suppose  it  would 
be  almost  sacrilege  to  suggest  that  any 
right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite  would 
be  subject  to  it.  Yet,  Sir,  some  of  us 
who  have  been  so  treated  have  been 
as  honest  men  from  our  boyhood,  and 
held  as  blameless  in  our  lives  as  any  of 
the  occupants  of  that  Bench.  We  have 
been  known  in  the  locality  in  which  we 
lived,  and  have  earned  here  the  confi- 
dence and  respect  of  our  people,  and  have 
never  been  accused  of  any  crime  except 
those  your  Government  invented  for  us, 
and  for  which  we  have  been  flung  into 
prison  and  treated  like  dogs.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  talks  in  frigid  tones  of 
prison  discipline;  let  me  refer  to  my 
own  case.  [^  laujh.']  The  right  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  the  Attorney 
General  for  Ireland  laughs ;  but  it  is  no 
laughing  matter  to  me 

Mr.  GIBSON:  Indeed,  I  did  not 
laugh. 

Mr.  EDWAED  HAEEINGTON: 
No;  I  beg  pardon.  I  will  not  say  he 
did.  I  was  too  hot  in  this  matter. 
I  beg  his  pardon.  Perhaps  it  will  be 
no  great  infliction  on  the  Committee  if 
I  detail  the  treatment  of  those  you  have 
kept  in  prison,  and  who  were  honest  and 
respected  among  their  fellows  up  to  the 
time  the  Government  laid  hands  upon 
them,  on  no  charge,  and  brought  them 
within  the  purview  of  the  Criminal  Law. 
In  the  first  place,  after  being  conducted 
to  prison,  I  was  required  to  take  off  my 
clothes  and  dress  myself  in  prisoners' 
garments.  It  is  not  too  much  to  ask,  I 
think,  that  these  should  be  clean.  It 
may  be  unpleasant,  but  we  must  talk  of 
these  matters.  Among  the  garments  that 
come  down  by  devolution  from  criminals 
who  have  worn  them,  there  is  one  a  man 
has  naturally  the  greatest  objection  to  get 
into — the  breeches,  in  fact.  I  got  a  new 
jacket  and  waistcoat,  but  an  old  pair  of 
breeches  in  which  some  criminal  had 
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luxuriated  in  company  witb  a  number  of  i 
parasites  for  months  before.  I  know  these 
are  nasty  subjects ;  but  remember,  at 
the  same  time,  that  this  is  the  treatment 
that  will  be  applied  to  present  Members 
of  Parliament,  and  every  respectable 
man,  convicted  of  crimes  you  have  manu- 
factured in  this  House  under  false  pre- 
tences. It  would  have  been  no  great 
extravagance,  seeing  I  had  half-a-year 
before  me,  to  have  given  me  a  new  pair 
of  breeches ;  but  the  officials  would  do 
no  such  thing.  Hon.  Gentlemen  may, 
perhaps,  turn  up  their  noses  at  the 
attempt  to  discuss  these  and  similar 
matters ;  but  recollect  we  stand  in  danger 
of  this  treatment.  Here  I  see  an  Esti- 
mate for  bedding.  Good  Heavens !  was 
there  ever  such  a  fraud  ?  I  will  tell  you 
what  happened  to  Mr.  O'Mahoney,  who 
was  brought  up  under  a  section  of  the 
Coercion  Act,  under  which  cumulative 
sentences  were  possible.  What  did  the 
magistrates  do.  Instead  of  inflicting  a 
sentence  of  six  months'  imprisonment, 
they  sentenced  him  to  a  month's  impri- 
sonment on  each  of  six  separate  charges. 
And  what  was  their  object  ?  The  rules 
provide,  under  the  ordinary  Criminal 
Law,  that  a  prisoner  sentenced  to  not 
more  than  a  month's  imprisonment  shall 
use  a  plank  bed,  and  if  for  a  longer 
period  then  he  shall  use  it  for  the  first 
month  only.  So,  through  the  vindictive- 
ness  of  the  magistrates.  Mr.  O'Mahoney 
had  every  month  of  the  whole  six  months 
to  go  upon  the  plank  bed,  and  every  first 
week  of  each  month  he  had  to  go  through 
a  course  of  bread  and  water  as  if  he 
were  a  prisoner  commencing  a  first  sen- 
tence. Such  was  the  system  of  perse- 
cution pursued  in  Ireland,  and  in  the 
result  this  House,  slow  to  move  in  the 
interests  of  humanity  when  Ireland  is 
concerned,  had  to  interfere  and  order 
that  when  a  prisoner  goes  into  gaol  upon 
cumulative  sentences  he  shall  be  treated 
as  for  one  term  of  imprisonment,  that  the 
treatment  of  Mr.  0*Mahoney  might  not 
bo  repeated.  What  is  the  bedding  wo 
get?  You  may  often  hear  a  man  say 
he  can  enjoy  a  strc tcii  on  the  hearthrug, 
and  that  he  can  sleep  very  well  on  a 
bench  at  a  railway  station ;  but  let  him 
try  it  for  a  month,  and  let  him  try  sleep- 
ing on  a  plauk  for  a  month.  I  wish 
there  wore  more  Howards  in  the  present 
generation  ;  wo  have  a  groat  many  Man- 
tiliuis,  but  vorv  few  Howards.  If  there 
is  any  hon.  Gontloman  who  desires  to 
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know  what  the  treatment  is,  let  him 
manage  through  his  friends  in  the  Go- 
vernment to  obtain  a  taste  of  it  for  a 
month.  The  pleink  bed  is  not  the  worst 
institution  applied  to  political  prisoners. 
What  were  the  hardships  of  prison  life 
invented  for  ?  Were  they  not  to  give 
gaols  a  deterring  influence  on  hardened 
criminals  going  in  from  time  to  time? 
Was  it  ever  intended  as  a  system  for 
the  class  of  prisoners  who  are  to  be  com- 
mitted under  this  Bill  ?  A  greater  tor- 
ture than  the  plank  bed  itself  is  the 
pillow  supplied.  I  could  sleep  on  the 
hard  plank  bed  myself  if  only  I  hail 
half-a-pound  of  feathers  to  put  my  head 
on.  Our  heads  contain  our  whole  stock 
in  trade,  and  you  might  leave  them 
to  us  at  least.  Moreover,  you  torture 
our  bodies,  whinb  in  some  oases,  thank 
God,  are  strong  enough  to  bear  it. 
But  your  system  is  calculated  to  drive 
out  of  his  mind  a  man  who  has 
been  accustomed  to  do  any  intellectual 
or  clerical  work  of  any  kind.  The  pri- 
soner gets  a  pillow  of  oakum.  It  is 
pleasant  enough  at  first;  you  would 
hardly  care  to  exchange  it  for  eider 
down,  and  as  you  stretch  yourself  out 
you  disregard  the  plank  bed.  But  as 
your  head  rolls  about  in  the  course  of 
the  night,  and  many  an  unpleasant 
dream  follows  your  wandering  thoughts, 
you  roll  the  tarry  oakum  into  hard 
lumps,  until  you  fancy  you  have  a  bag 
of  small  potatoes  or  marbles  under  your 
head.  If  you  will  not  abolish  plank 
beds,  if  you  say  the  body  shall  not  be 
at  ease  by  day  or  night,  for  goodness 
sake  spare  the  head,  which  represents 
all  that  is  intellectual,  and  contains 
whatever  there  is  of  the  Divine  in  the 
attributes  of  man.  Why  we  often  see, 
from  the  attitude  of  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Chief  Secretary,  the  discom- 
fort he  feels  from  resting  continaally  on 
one  part  of  his  body,  and  we  see  him 
change  his  posture,  and  rest  on  the  eunre 
of  his  spine.  I  ask  him  to  imagine  how 
he  would  feel  if  he  had  to  recline  with  his 
head  on  a  bag  of  marbles.  I  would  not 
wish  that  any  hon.  or  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man  should  undergo  the  experience;  I 
would  not  have  a  dog  treated  so.  When 
by  allusion  I  call  up  the  prospect  of  any 
hon.  Gentleman  enduring  these  suffer- 
ings, do  not  mistake  mo.  It  is  not  that 
I  would  wioh  our  bitterest  political 
opponent  treated  in  the  way  we  have 
been  treated,  and  I  could  wish  them 
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that  state  of  mind  that  would  not  allow 
us  to  be  treated  so.  But  that  is  a  matter 
for  themselves.     If  I  have  said  a  harsh 
thing  at  all,  I  would  recall  it,  and  not 
even  make  an  exception  in  the  case  of 
the  hon.   Member   for   Mid   Leicester- 
shire (Mr.    De  Lisle).     These  are  not 
?leasant     subjects,     I     know.      These 
rish  nights  have  not  the  interest  and 
romance   of    The  Arabian   NighU^   and 
half-  a-  year's    experience   in   an  Irish 
prison  is  not  calculated   to    oil   one's 
tongue,   especially   when  we  speak  to 
men  who  were  our  gaolers  and  connived 
at  every  instrument  of   torture,  every 
evil  method    of   securing   our    convic- 
tion and  punishment.     But  I  pass  it  by 
now,  emphasizing  what   my  hon.  and 
learned  Friend  has  said,  that  you  should 
bear  in  mind  that  those  against  whom 
this  Act  will  be  specially  directed  are 
not  the  inhabitants  of  towns  accustomed 
to  a  certain  quantity  of  impure  air,  but 
unfortunate   farmers   and  those  accus- 
tomed to  the  pure  air  of  rural  life.    The 
sentences  will  be  generally  imprison- 
ment   without    hard    labour,   and   the 
pious,   Pharisaic  Englishman,   reading 
this,  says — "  Well,  that  is  not  so  hard." 
But  the  fact  is,  that  the  punishment  of 
hard  labour  consists  in  being  sent  into 
the  prison  yard  to  break  stones,  and  the 
prisoner  gets  two  extra  ounces  of  bread. 
This  is  a  great  consideration  to  a  pri- 
soner;   he  has  the  opportunity  of  air 
and  exercise.      He  may  even  be  sent 
outside  the  inner  walls  to  work  in  a 
quarry  or  field,  where  a  man  accustomed 
to  working  in  the  open  air  would  get 
through  the  work  of  two  men  not  so 
brought  up  easily  enough.     What  he 
feels  acutely  is  being  kept  in  his  cell  22 
hours  out  or  the  24,  and  set  to  teazing 
oakum.      Furthermore,  if  he  has  even 
finished  his  allotted  quantity  of  oakum, 
and  a  warder  passing  by  reports  him 
idle,   that  prisoner  is  put  upon  brea^ 
and  water  punishment.    Take  the  case 
of  a  man,  a  poor  farmer,  50  or  60  years 
of  age,  never   before   accused   of  any 
crime,  who  in  a  hasty  moment,  perhaps, 
has  resisted  the  writ  of  the  Sheriff  or 
returned  for  shelter  to  the  home  from 
which  he  has  been  turned  out,  or,  per- 
haps, he  has  attempted  to  tell  the  agent 
a  bit  of  his  mind  in  the  street,  that  man 
is  looked  up  under  the  Act,  and,  unac- 
customed to  prison  life,   he  may  for  a 
moment  stop  his  weary  work,  his  allotted 
task  being  done ;  he  may  offer  a  prayer 


or  lapse  into  thoughts  of  his  wife  and 
children,  and  a  warder  passing  catches 
his  fingers  idle,  even  though  nis  work 
is  done,  that  man  is  put  on  bread  and 
water.    You  say  the  same  punishment 
is  applied  to  all  convicted  under  the 
Criminal  Law,  but  that  is  not  so.   I  have 
known  a  man  convicted  a  score  of  times 
enjoy  his  life  in  gaol,  while  a  farmer, 
imprisoned  for  a  slight  offence  under 
the  Act,  has  been  treated  barbarously. 
The  accredited  corrupt    and  hardened 
scoundrel  is  a  sort  of  midshipman,  and 
can  ''boss"  all  around  him.    I  do  not 
wish  to  wound  the  susceptibilities  of  the 
gallant  Admiral  opposite;   I  have  the 
greatest  respect  for  all  sailors.     I  will 
say  he  is  a  sort  of  petty  officer ;  I  will  tell 
you  what  I  mean.    A  farmer's  son — a  re- 
spectable young  man — may  be  sentenced 
to  six  months  under  the  Act,  and  simul- 
taneously on  the  same  day  a  hardened 
criminal  may  receive  a  similar  sentence ; 
the  one  may  be  committed  to  prison  for 
being  a  member  of  the  Land  League, 
the  other,  perhaps,  for  an    attempted 
outrage  on  a  girl.     These  two  prisoners 
enter  the  gaol  together ;  the  one  has 
been  in  gaol  many  times  before,  the 
other  hears  the  door  close  behind  him 
for  the  first  time.    Each  of  these  is  en- 
titled to  be  called  upon  for  fatigue  duty, 
sweeping  and  washing  the  corridors,  and 
so  on ;  and  very  acceptable  duty  it  is  for 
those  who  would  otherwise  be  locked  in 
their  cells.     They  have  the  exercise  in 
the  corridors  and  fresher  air.  The  work, 
however,  is  such  as  the  farmer  has  not 
been  accustomed  to,  while  the  criminal 
has  often  done  the  work    before;    he 
knows  every  corner,  and  does  the  work 
adroitly  and  gets  approbation,  while  the 
farmer  gets  complaints  and  bread  and 
water  punishment.      I  have  seen  men 
thus  ill-treated,  not  because  there  was 
any  fair  ground  for  complaint,  but  for 
what  was  called  their   stupidity.     In 
Heaven's  name,  cannot  you  understand 
that  this  stupidity,   this  want   of  ac- 
quaintance with   the  routine  of  prison 
work,  means  innocence— means  that  the 
man  is  not  a  criminal !    The  effect  of 
your  prison  discipline  is  to  give  reward 
in  the  shape  of  better  treatment  to  the 
more  experienced  criminal.     The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  says  that  Irish  prisoners 
are  to  be  treated  exactly  as  those  in 
England.    That  is  not  what  we  want, 
nor  do  we  ask  for  special  favours.   Will 
you  do  this?     Will  you  give  to  pri- 
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soners  going  in  under  the  Coercion  Act 
the  option  of  getting  the  additional 
punishment  of  hard  labour  which  makes 
prison  life  more  endurable,  and  do  not, 
by  your  system,  make  them  devils  when 
they  come  out  of  prison,  or  make  them 
lunatics  ?  There  is  another  odious  cus- 
tom. When  the  prisoners  are  paraded 
and  drilled  by  the  warders,  the  pri- 
soners are  required  to  lift  their  caps  to 
every  little  brass-buttoned  boy  official. 
Why  should  this  be  ?  The  law  does  not 
require  it.  The  Irish  people  have  given 
up  the  old  habit  of  lifting  their  hats  to 
their  landlords,  and  they  do  not  care  to 
renew  the  custom  towards  their  gaolers. 
But,  after  all,  that  may  be  counted 
but  a  sentimental  grievance;  but 
such  grievances  couut  for  something 
among  educated,  thoughtful  men  who  are 
sent  to  this  House  to  represent  their 
countrymen,  and,  man  for  man,  are  as 
capable  of  doing  their  duty  in  the  House 
as  any  right  hon.  Gentleman  over  the 
way.  Then  there  is  another  barbarous 
and  outrageous  custom  which  exists  at 
present  in  the  gaols.  The  rules  are  bad 
enough,  but  the  way  in  which  they  are 
carried  out  is  worse.  After  the  pri- 
soners have  been  looked  in  at  8  o'clock 
at  night,  they  are  wakened  up,  if  they 
have  been  able  to  get  to  sleep,  once, 
twice,  or  thrice  in  the  night,  to  say  whe- 
ther they  are  all  right.  When  I  first 
heard  that  phrase  and  was  taught  the 
answer  to  it,  I  thought  it  the  greatest 
mockery  on  earth.  The  guard  goes 
round  to  every  cell ;  there  is  a  loose 
flange  of  iron  on  the  door  which  is 
struck  with  a  blow  of  a  heavy  key 
that  makes  as  much  noise  as  if  it 
had  been  delivered  with  a  sledge 
hammer,  and  the  prisoner  has  to 
waken  up  from  sleep  and  to  say,  **A11 
right."  Was  there  ever  a  greater 
satire  than  that?  A  man  lying  on  a 
plank  bed,  sore  all  over,  feeling  as  if 
every  bone  in  his  body  was  travelling 
all  round  the  cell,  and  with  his  head 
aching,  is  wakened  up  in  the  midst  of 
torturing  dreams  to  tell  the  warder  that 
he  is  '*  all  right !  '*  He  is  forced  to  go 
through  that  farce  in  the  middle  of  the 
night.  The  prison  rules  do  not  re- 
quire it,  and  yet  it  is  done.  If  the 
prisoner  does  not  answer,  the  Go- 
vernor goes  into  the  cell,  pulls  all 
the  clothes  off  him,  drags  him  by  the 
toes  on  to  the  floor  and  makes  him 
answer.      Now  this,   I   say,  is  a  bar- 
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barous  cosiom.  Why  do  not  the  warders 
go  into  the  cell  and  merely  throw  the 
light  of  their  lamps  on  the  prisoner,  so 
as  to  see  for  themselves  whether  he  is  all 
right  ?  He  is  not  all  right,  and  he  is 
forced  to  tell  a  lie  and  say  he  is.  There 
is  another  thing  I  wish  to  refer  to,  and 
it  relates  to  the  class  of  prisoners  who 
will  be  sent  to  gaol  under  this  Act.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department  (Mr. 
Matthews)  is  going  to  approach  the  sub- 
ject of  changing  the  prison  rules  and 
prison  discipline.  We  shall  be  able  to 
give  him  every  assistance,  and  we  can 
throw  some  practical  light — that  is  to 
say,  the  light  of  experience— on  the  sub- 
ject. But  I  wish  now  to  treat  of  the 
class  of  men  who  will  be  imprisoned 
under  this  Act,  and  to  ask  whether  it  is 
fair  to  make  those  men  herd  with  all  the 
criminals  in  the  gaols  ?  I  may  say  that 
there  is  nothing  that  causes  more  fric- 
tion and  irritation  between  Parties  ia 
this  House  than  the  manner  in  which  we 
are  met  when  we  try  to  draw  a  distinc- 
tion between  what  are  called  political 
prisoners  and  other  prisoners  in  Ireland. 
I  can  tell  this  Oommittee  that  the  men 
who  have  suffered  political  imprison- 
ment in  Ireland  are  men  who — whether 
they  be  alive  or  dead — will  ever  live  in 
the  minds  of  the  Irish  people,  and  some 
of  them  are  as  revered  as  the  greatest 
patriots  of  whom  any  country  can  boast. 
When  we  know  how  such  men  as  these 
will  be  treated  in  gaol  if  the  present 
system  is  maintained,  it  is  not  unreason- 
able that  we  should  ask  that  there 
should  be  some  distinction  made  between 
them  and  ordinary  prisoners.  I  do  not 
think  that  hon.  Members  opposite,  if 
they  visited  an  Irish  prison  and  saw 
what  happens  there — if  they  saw  my 
hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  North-East 
Cork  (Mr.  William  O'Brien),  the  editor 
of  United  Ireland^  walking  round  the 
prison  yard  between  two  of  the  blackest 
criminals  in  the  gaol — would  be  proud 
of  the  Government  which  sanctions  such 
things  or  proud  of  the  work  of  this 
House.  The  men  who  are  convicted 
under  this  Act  will  be  dressed  in  prison 
clothes  with  the  name  of  the  gaol  painted 
on  them  as  large  as  the  name  on  a  man- 
of-war,  and  will  have  to  take  their 
rounds,  in  the  manner  described  by  my 
hon.  and  learned  Friend,  between  two 
of  the  lowest  and  worst  class  of  criminals. 
The  policy  of  the  Governors  of  gaols  is 
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to  put  political  prisoners  in  all  kinds  of 
odious  positions.  There  is  one  barbarous 
and  beastly  custom  which  I  must  refer 
to.  "Wo  are  oblip^ed  to  speak  plainly  on 
these  subjects.  Each  prisoner  when  he 
gets  up  in  the  morning  has  to  sweep  his 
cell.  He  is  not  trusted  with  a  brush 
with  a  handle  for  fear  that  he  might 
destroy  the  British  Government  with  it. 
He,  therefore,  has  to  go  down  on  his 
knees  and  sweep  the  cell  with  a  brush 
without  a  handle,  then  he  has  to  take 
his  slops  and  go  into  the  closet  with 
them,  there  is  nothing  to  prevent  pri- 
soners of  nasty  habits  from  using  their 
chamber  utensils  in  any  way  they  like 
in  following  the  ordinary  dictates  of 
nature.  Every  man  has  to  take  the 
same  towel  to  wipe  out  his  utensil.  The 
result  is  that  every  man  of  ordinary 
cleanliness  is  in  danger,  if  not  of  catch- 
ing fever,  certainly  of  being  disgusted 
for  the  remainder  of  his  life.  I  wish 
also  to  speak  of  the  manner  in  which 
children  and  women  will  be  treated 
under  this  Act.  The  British  Govern- 
ment sometimes  affects  to  be  too  noble 
to  war  with  women  and  children.  As 
far  as  my  experience  goes,  however, 
they  war  chiefly  with  women  and  chil- 
dren in  Ireland.  I  have  seen  children 
of  tender  years  in  gaol.  The  greatest 
punishment  of  my  imprisonment  was  to 
see  in  the  gaol  a  little  boy  whom  I  knew  to 
be  an  orphan,  looking  up  to  the  skies  and 
calling  on  his  mother  and  then  bursting 
out  crying.  That  was  worse  to  mo  than 
the  three  months'  imprisonment  which 
I  had  still  to  serve.  This  boy  was  sent 
to  gaol  for  two  months  for  intimida- 
tion. I  have  seen  respectable  young 
girls  sent  to  gaol  because  they  went  out 
on  to  the  roadway  to  try  and  prevent 
cattle  being  seized.  There  was  a  house, 
used  by  the  doctor,  which  stood  between 
the  male  and  female  yards  in  the  prison 
in  which  I  was  confined,  and  from  the 
male  exercise  yard  I  have  looked  through 
the  open  door  and  the  window  of  that 
house  and  seen  those  respectable  girls 
taking  exercise  between  two  women  of 
the  streets.  Sir,  that  is  a  disgrace.  I 
swear  before  Heaven  that,  in  any  effort 
that  could  be  made,  I  would  willingly 
lose  my  life  to  prevent  that  wrong  occur- 
ring again.  And,  Sir,  if  we  do  no  more 
than  talk  about  these  matters,  without 
being  able  to  get  tham  remedied  by 
Parliament,  it  is  only  because  we  believe 
and  hope  that  we  are  near  getting  the 


whole  system  of  tyranny  abolished. 
Otherwise  the  indignities  which  we  have 
seen  inflicted  on  our  people  would  make 
us  gladly  lose  our  lives,  or,  at  least,  set 
very  little  value  on  them,  whether  we 
lost  them  or  not.  Whatever  charges  of 
treason  you  may  bring  against  us,  you 
cannot  bring  any  such  charges  against 
these  young  girls.  They  may  try  to 
prevent  their  cattle  being  seized ;  they 
may  throw  a  stone  at  the  cattle  to  drive 
them  back,  or  they  may  use  words  of 
intimidation,  but  they  will  do  nothing 
more  serious  than  this.  And  yet,  says 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Ohief 
Secretary  for  Ireland,  if  they  are  put 
into  gaol  they  will  be  treated  like  crimi- 
nals in  England.  They  will  be  treated 
like  the  vile  prostitutes  of  the  streets ; 
like  those  who  have  lost  all  title  to  the 
name  of  woman.  No,  they  will  be 
treated  worse,  because  women  of  that 
character  know  the  ways  of  gaols,  and 
the  matrons  are  glad  of  their  help ;  but 
are  hard  upon  young  women  and  girls 
who  are  learning  for  the  first  time  what 
prison  life  is  like.  I  would  say  to  hon. 
Members  that  when  they  passed  the 
Crimes  Bill  they  should  have  known 
what  was  before  them,  and  that  they 
should  not  have  let  go  of  it  until  they 
had  measured  the  possibility  of  a  great 
number  of  citizens  coming  under  its 
operation.  We  hear  to-night  that  26 
or  27  respectable  men,  who  have  never 
before  been  charged  with  crime,  are  to 
come  under  the  operation  of  this  law. 
One  of  them  is  the  brother  of  my  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  South  Leitrim 
(Mr.  Hayden),  and  the  others  are  men 
of  position.  I  have  the  pleasure  of 
being  acquainted  with  some  of  them. 
Whatever  else  may  be  said  about  them, 
they  are  men  who  have  never  been 
charged  with  the  foul  crimes  that  bring 
the  barbarous  punishment  that  I  have 
been  endeavouring  to  describe,  and  yet 
they  are  to  be  treated  in  this  way.  I 
see  over  the  way  an  hon.  and  gallant 
Gentleman  who  is  on  the  move  as  if  he 
wanted  to  say  something  upon  this 
matter.  I  will  just  refer  to  what  he 
knows  to  be  the  case.  The  Visiting 
Justices,  who  go  to  these  prisons  from 
time  to  time  to  make  inquiries,  and  to 
see  how  the  prisoners  are  treated,  can- 
not, of  course,  be  kept  out  of  the  gaols. 
But  if  they  visited  the  political  pri- 
soners they  would  only  be  accused  of 
doing  so  in   order  to  enjoy  the  fun 
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of    seeinf^    their   former  opponents  in 
prison.     I  will  pay  this  oompliment  to 
the  Visiting  Justices  of  Korry,  who  arc 
opposed  to  me  in  politics,  that  they  had 
the  fair  play  and  the  manliness  to  re- 
frain from  coming  to  see  mo  dressed  up 
in  the  way  I  have   described,  and  per- 
forming the   menial  functions    of  the 
prison.     I  think  it  was  to  their  credit, 
and  I  thank  them  for  it.     It  would  not 
bo  a  very  pleasant  thing  for  us  to  be 
visited   by  one  of  these  Visiting  Jus- 
tices, and  to  have  him  smoking  his  cigar 
and  watching  you  emptying  your  slops 
into  the  cess-pool.     But  then,  if  they 
do  not  come  there  is  no  one  to  protect 
the  prisoners  against  arbitrary  and  un- 
lawful   conduct    on    the    part    of   the 
gaolers.   In  average  oases,  when  Prison 
Inspectors  come  round  —  and  this  is 
a  matter  to  which  some  statesman  will 
have  to   give   his  mind  at  some  time 
— they  simply  thrust  open  the  door  of 
the  cell,  say,  "  Well,  prisoner,"  with- 
out allowing  the  prisoner  time  to  realize 
who  they  are,  and  then  go  away.     How 
can  these  people,    who    are   suffering 
theso    tortures   and    indignities,    have 
ready  on  their  lips,  when  no  announce- 
ment has   been  made  to  them  of   the 
coming  of  the  Visiting  Magistrates,  any 
charges    which    might    be  formulated 
against  their  warders  ?    To  be  sure,  the 
better  educated   among   the  prisoners 
might  have  a  whole  budget  of   these 
things  to  bring  forward,  and  they  could 
tell  the  Justices  their  complaints.     But 
what  is  the  good  of  it  ?  We  do  not  want 
to  tell  them.  We  want  to  be  more  manly 
than  that.     We  do  not  like  to  sit  at  the 
pillar  of  the  gate  and  expose  our  sore 
legs  to  the  public  gaze.     I  should  not 
like  to  do  that ;  and  I  should  not  have 
referred  to  these  matters  at  all,  but  that 
I  look  on  the  speech  which   has  just 
been  delivered  by  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  as 
the  most  heartless  and  frigid  announce- 
ment I  ever  heard.     Perhaps  I  am  not 
right  in  making  a  charge  of  heartless- 
ness  against  the  right  hon.  Gentleman. 
Perhaps,  if  he  went  over  to  Ireland  and 
saw  these  things  for  himself,  even  he 
would   alter  his  mind  with   regard  to 
them.      But   then   the  mischief   would 
have  been  done,  and  redress  would  be 
hopeless.     If    the    Government   would 
consent  to  give  orders  to  intelligent  and 
fair-minded  men  from  England  to  visit 
the  Irish  gaols  to  see  the  class  of  men 
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who  are  imprisoned,  to  see  how  they  are 
treated,  to  bear  in  mind  that  they  are 
being  dealt  with  under  a  needless  and 
exceptional  law,  which  makes  new  crimes 
and  attaches  to  them  a  barbarous  system 
of  punishment,  I  think  that  the  public 
opinion  of  England  would  sweep  from 
power  the  men  who  are  responsible  for 
what  is  taking  place.  I  foar  I  have 
troubled  the  Committee  too  long  upon 
this  subject;,  but  I  should  like  to  say  a 
few  words  more.  What  I  have  been 
saying  has  been  wrung  from  me,  and 
dictated  solely  by  the  view  that  you 
should  have  some  consideration  and 
some  commiseration  for  the  class  of 
people  who  have  never  seen  the  inside 
of  a  prison  before,  and  that  you  should 
not  treat  them  as  ordinary  prisoners  are 
treated.  I  think  I  have  shown  that 
these  people  are  punished  five  times  as 
much  as  the  class  of  men  who  habituate 
gaols.  When  I  was  in  prison,  and  was 
in  the  exercise  yard,  there  was  nothing 
but  a  cold  and  cheerless  shed  in  which 
to  shelter  from  the  rain,  and  there  I  had 
to  stand,  almost  famished,  and  in  clothes 
that  did  not  fit.  Next  door  to  me  was  a 
prisoner  who  was  undergoing  his  twenty- 
fifth  term  of  imprisonment,  and  he  had 
a  rousing  fire  because  he  was  a  tinker. 
I  almost  blamed  my  father  for  not 
making  a  tinker  of  me.  The  fact  is 
that  the  ruffian  and  the  pickpocket 
manages  to  get  the  soft  treatment  in 
gaol,  whilst  the  man  who  was  never 
intended  for  gaol,  or  for  association  with 
criminals,  comes  off  the  worst.  I  think 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Se- 
cretary for  Ireland,  even  though  he  has 
given  his  answer — and,  of  course,  after 
the  step  the  Government  have  taken  no 
other  answer  was  to  be  expected  from 
him — will  do  well  to  exercise  a  wise 
discretion  in  this  matter.  Believe  me 
that  if  he  does  not  this  country  and  the 
world  will  hear  of  the  consequences. 

Mr.  T.  p.  O'CONNOR  (Liverpool, 
Scotland) :  Sir,  I  consider  the  answer 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief 
Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  A.  J.  Bal- 
four) to  be  quite  worthy  of  the  despotic 
and  brutal  policy  of  which  he  is  the 
mouthpiece.  I  do  not  think  there  was 
ever  a  policy  more  despicable  and  more 
brutal  than  that  of  endeavouriuK  to 
stifle  political  opponents  by  giving  them 
six  months'  imprisonment  with  hard 
labour.  In  all  the  annals  of  coeroionist 
ministries  there  never  was  a  record  so 
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brutal  and  so  horrible  as  that  of  Her  Ma- 
jestj's  present  Government.    What  does 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Se- 
cretary say  ?  He  gave  us  an  undertaking 
to  look  into  this  question,  and  the  result 
of  his  far- sighted  and  elaborate  investi- 
gation is  that  the  rules  of  prisons  are 
the  same  in  England  as  in  Ireland.  That 
was  not  the  question  wo  asked  him  to 
consider.     We  asked  him  whether  his 
was  alone  amongst  European  Ministries, 
excepting  that  of  Eussia,  in  treating 
political  opponents  in  this  way  ?    There 
8  not  a  Minister  in  any  European  coun- 
try, except  Eussia,  that  would  have  the 
courage  to  stand  up  before  a  delibera- 
tive Assembly  and  declare  that  starva- 
tion and  solitude  and  every  instrument 
available  for  maddening  and  murdering 
prisoners  should  be  used  against  poli- 
tical opponents.     This  is  a  question  on 
which  I  have  often  had  to  speak  in  this 
House,  and  it  is  a  question  on  which  I 
feel  most  deeply,     I  can  tell  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  that 
men  like  him,  language  like  his,  con- 
duct like  his,  have  done  more  to  produce 
dynamitards  than  the  moat  reckless  agi- 
tation or  than  the  most  violent  journal- 
ism.    No  doubt  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man will  be  ready  to  denounce  the  con- 
duct of  his  Predecessors  in  Office,  just 
as,  five  years  hence,  the  speech  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  to-night  will  be 
marked  out  for  infamy,  as  showing  the 
last  shameful  stage  which  the  Govern- 
ment have  reached  in  this  matter.  What 
is   the  history  of  the  action   taken  by 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  Predecessors 
on  this  subject?    In  1865  the  Habeas 
Corpus  Act  was  suspended,  and  numbers 
of  men  were  put  in  prison  in  all  parts  of 
Ireland.     Of  those  men  a  considerable 
percentage  went  out  of  prison  lunatics. 
\_Laughter,']     That  seems  to  extremely 
amuse  the  hon.  Member  for  the  Eye 
Division  of  Sussex  (Mr.  Brookfield).     I 
wish  he  would  have  the  courage  to  give 
articulate  expression  to  his  sentiments, 
instead  of   taking  refuge  in  murmurs 
when  a  Member  is  talking  of  matters 
that  ought  to  bring  the  blush  of  shame 
to  his  face.     A  large  number  of  these 
men,  I  say,  were  lunatics  when  they  left 
prison,  a  large  number  sought  refuge  in 
a  suicide's  grave  from  the  miseries  in- 
flicted on  mind  and  body  by  the  Govern- 
ment, and  the  only  man  in  America  that 
I  ever  heard  express  himself  in  favour 
of  the  policy  of  dynamite  was  a  man 
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who  for  seven  years  had  been  tortured  in 
prison  in  Ireland.  These  are  the  things, 
and  not  any  speeches,  or  any  acts,  or  any 
silence  of  ours,  that  have  created  the 
terrible  condition  of  affairs  which  has 
been  alarming  mankind  during  the  last 
few  years.     And  yet,  in  face  of  these 
facts,  up  gets  the  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
in  a  manner  which  I  slioiild  be  un-Par- 
liamentary  if  I  described  as  I  think  it 
ought  to  be  described,  and,  in  his  airiest 
style,  says  that  offences  of  this  kind  are 
ordinary  offences,  which  existed  before 
the  Act  was  passed.     Is  there  a  man  in 
the  country   who  will  be  deceived  by 
language  like  that,  and  who  does  not 
know  that  this  is  an  Act  directed  against 
political    opponents  ?    Such    language 
deceives  no  man  outside  of  this  House. 
I  do  not  know  that  it  deceives  even  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  himself.     Is  there 
any  other  country  but  Eussia — and  I 
always  except  Eussia — that  makes  no 
distinction  between  the  ordinary  criminal 
and  the  political  opponent  ?    I  am  old 
enough  to  remember  the  great  outcry 
made  by  the  Liberal  and  Conservative 
Press  of  this  country  over  the  despotism 
of  tho  Third  Napoleon,  and  how  France 
was  commiserated  because  she  had  not 
the  benefit  of  a  free  Press  and  a  free 
Parliament.      Napoleon     III.     wai    a 
despot ;  but,  under  his  rule,  there  never 
were  practised  in  France  such  cruelties 
and  brutalities  as  are  now  inflicted  on 
political    opponents    in    Ireland.       M. 
Eochfort  was  put  in  prison  for  having 
made  war  upon  the  Government  of  the 
Emperor  Napoleon  with  a  vigour,  and 
I  might  almost  say  a  savagery,  unpre- 
cedented in  the  annals  of  the  country. 
And  the  despot  Napoleon,  with  all  the 
forces  of  France   at  his  back,   with  a 
fettered  Press  and  an  enslaved  Parlia- 
ment— did  he  make  M.  Eoohfort  pick 
oakum  or  sleep  upon  a  plank  bed  ?  No ; 
he  did  what  every  decent  despot  and 
almost  ervery  civilized  statesman  would 
do  ;   he    treated   him  like    a  political 
prisoner,  and  M.  Eochfort  was  allowed, 
when  in  prison,  to  edit  his  paper,  to  see 
his  friends,  to  order  his  dinner  to  be 
sent  to  him  from   any    restaurant   he 
liked ;  and,  indeed,  except  that  he  had 
not  his  liberty,  he  was  allowed  to  occupy 
exactly  the  same  position  as  before  his 
arrest.  Compare  that  with  the  despotism 
which  you  exercise  in  Ireland,  where 
you   are   starving   and    torturing   and 
driving  into  madness  your  political  op- 
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ponents.     I  do  not  know  any  page  in 
political  history  tliat  is  so  bloody  as  that 
which  records  your  treatment  of  political 
opponents  in   Ireland.      And    yet    we 
see  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  who  were 
elected  to   this  Ilouse  on  the   cry  of 
equality  for  Ireland.     [Mr.  Brookfield 
dissented.]     The  hon.  Member  for  the 
I^yo    Division    of    Sussex    shakes    his 
head.      I  dare  say  he  was  unpledged 
on  the  point;  but  I  say  that,  with  the 
exception  of  two  or  three  men — and  that 
is  the  most  I  can  allow,  for  I  have  read 
all  your  addresses  to  your  constituents 
at  the  General  Election — there  is  not  a 
single  Member  sitting  opposite  who  did 
not  gain  his  scat  in  this  House  by  telling 
his  constituents  that  ho  was  in  favour  of 
absolutely  equal  rights  for  Irishmen  and 
Englishmen.     And  do  you  call  it  carry- 
ing out  that  pledge  to  say  that  because 
a  man  happens   to   be  of   a   different 
political  opinion  from  yourselves,    be- 
cause he  is  opposed  to  your  system  of 
Government,  ho  is  to  be  treated  as  no 
political  o£fender  is  treated  in  any  coun- 
try except  in  Eussia  ?     1  do  not  know 
that  a  polifical  prisoner  is  treated,  even 
in  Ilussia,  as  badly  as  he  is  treated  in 
Ireland.     I  do  not  join  in  the  generous 
language    used    by    my    hon.    Friend 
the    ^Member    for    "West    Kerry    (Mr. 
Edward  Harrington)  with  regard  to  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary for  Ireland  ;  and  I  do  wish  the  day 
might  come  when  I  could  give  the  right 
hon.   Gentleman    the   six   months'  im- 
prisonment which  he  is  giving  to  many 
a  braver  and  many  a  bettor  man  in  Ire- 
land. 

Mr.  CONYBEARE  (Cornwall,  Cam- 
borne) :  Mr.  Courtney,  I  am  bound  to 
say  that  I  think  the  eloquent   speech 
which  we  have  just  listened  to,  and  the 
experiences    which     my    hou.    Friend 
the    Member    for    West     Kerry   ;Mr. 
Edward  Harrington)  stated  to  the  Com- 
mittee just  now,  should  make  a  deep 
impression.  I  do  not  say  up'.>n  the  Com- 
mittee, because  I  apprehend  that  hon.  ! 
Members  opposite  are  far  beyond  being 
impressed  by  anything  that  can  be  said 
on  this  side   of  the   House,  but   upon 
those  who  read  of  them.     I  believe  that  \ 
those  speeches,  if  it  were  not  too  late  for  j 
any  report  of  them  to  get  to  the  outer  ' 
world,  and  the  proceedings  within  these  | 
walls  to -night,  would  make  a  deep  im- ! 
pressiou  on  the  miuvl  and  the  conscience  ' 
of  the  people  of  England.     And  though  ; 


it  may  be  very  painful  to  G-endemen 
like  my  hon.  Fnend  the  Member  for 
West  Kerry  to  recount  the   dreadful 
experiences  they  have  endured  to  their 
friends  and  supporters  in  this  country, 
I  do  hope  that  they  will  be  nerved  by 
the  importance  of  the  subject  to  that 
effort,  and  that  they  will  make  these 
horrible    stories   ring    throughout  the 
country  to  such  an  extent  as  shall  shake 
this  miserable  Goyernment  to  its  founda- 
tions, both  in  England  and  Ireland.    I 
am  almost  amazed  at  the   audacity  of 
some  of  the  utterances  that  have  pro- 
ceeded from  the  Treasury  Bench.    The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Score- 
tsLTy  for  Ireland  (Mr.   A.  J.   Balfour) 
gets  up  and  talks  in  sanctified  tones 
about  no    new  crimes  being  inveuted 
under  this  Act.    I  will  not  characterize 
that  statement ;  but  the  country  knows 
how  to  characterize  it.     Although  the 
right  hon.    Gentleman  may,   perhaps* 
delude  himself  into  the  belief  that  he  is 
telling  the  truth,  it  is  perfectly  notorious 
throughout  the  country  that  it  is  for  a 
new  crime  that  my  hon.    Friend  the 
Member   for    North-East     Cork    (Mr. 
William  O'Brien)  is  being  prosecuted, 
and  will,  in  all  probability,  be  consigned 
to  the  horrors  of  that  gaol  life  which 
has  been  just  described  so  graphically. 
It  is  perfectly  certain  that  it  is  a  new 
crime ;  and  when  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man tells  us  that  the   acts  which  my 
hon.  Friend  has  committed,  and  which 
have  brought  him  to  this  pass,  are  acts 
that  ought  to  be,  and  always  have  been, 
punished  under  the  Statute  Law  of  this 
country,  I  will  not  say  that  is  nntme, 
because  that  would  be  un-Parliamentaiy, 
but  I  will  say  that  it  is  a  statement 
which  will  not  be  accepted  by  those,  both 
in  this  House  and  in  the  country,  who 
know  what  has  been  going  on  in  Par- 
liament.   What  has  been  done  in  the 
case  of  those  26  men  whose  prosecution 
we  have  heard  of  this  evening  ?    What 
has  been  done  in  the  case  of  the  brother 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  South  Leitrim 
(Mr.  Hayden),  of  whose  arrest  we  have 
been  informed  to-day?     Will  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Seeretaxy  get 
up  and  state  as  the  truth  that  these 
gentlemen  have  been  guilty  of  criines 
for  which  they  deserve  to  be  ranked 
as  common  criminals,  and  punished  like 
pickpockets,  or  men  who  oonimit  rape 
and  every  other  crime  in  thia  (Sty? 
^LaHf^hterJ     Hon.    Members    opposite 
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may  laugh  now ;  but  the  time  will  come 
when  the  laugh  will  be  on  the  other 
side.  Will  the  hon.  Member  opposite 
have  the  audacity  to  get  up  and  say 
that  these  gentlemen  have  committed  a 
single  offence  for  which,  if  they  had 
been  in  this  country,  they  could  have 
been  made  to  suffer  in  this  country's 
laws,  which  you  pretend,  falsely,  are 
equal? 

Captain  OOLOMB  (Tower  Hamlets, 
Bow,  &o.):  I  rise,  Sir,  to  a  point  of 
Order.  I  want  to  know  if  it  is  in  Order 
for  the  hon.  Member  to  discuss  a  ques- 
tion already  discussed  under  a  former 
Vote? 

The  chairman  :  It  is  advanced  as 
an  illustration  of  what  is  supposed  to  be 
the  discipline  in  the  prisons.  I  think  it 
is  not  out  of  Order ;  but  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber is,  in  my  opinion,  allowing  himself 
great  latitude,  and  is  somewhat  abusing 
the  privileges  of  debate  as  well  as  the 
patience  of  the  Committee. 

Mr.  CONYBEARE  :  I  hardly  think 
the  Committee  has  shown  any  patience, 
so  I  can  scarcely  be  said  to  be  abusing 
it.  With  respect  to  the  interruption  of 
the  hon.  and  gallant  Member  opposite, 
I  was  not  commenting  on  the  crime 
for  which  these  gentlemen  had  been 
arrested  and  prosecuted — I  was  merely 
employing  it  as  an  illustration,  in  order 
to  traverse  the  assertion  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary. 
He  says  he  is  making  inquiries  into  this 
matter.  He  looked  into  these  prisons 
himself.  Has  he  taken  the  trouble  to 
ascertain  for  himself  what  is  the  condi- 
tion of  things  there,  and  what  is  the 
treatment  to  which  political  prisoners 
are  so  cruelly  subjected  ?  Has  he  taken 
the  trouble  to  ascertain  for  himself  a 
single  one  of  these  facts  so  vividly 
placed  before  us  by  the  hon.  Member  ? 
I  suppose  that  when  he  gets  away  from 
the  trammels  of  business  in  this  House 
he  will  go  and  look  into  these  matters. 
Well,  whether  or  not  he  does,  we  will 
take  care  that  there  shall  be  men  in  this 
country  and  in  Ireland  who  will  act  as  a 
vigilance  committee,  who  will  see  what 
is  the  condition  of  your  gaols,  who  will 
see  what  the  treatment  of  political 
prisoners  is,  and  who  will  let  the  people 
of  England  know  of  this  consummate 
tyranny.  [^Ironical  cheers,']  You  may 
cheer  ironically  at  that;  out  I  am  in 
the  habit  of  addressing  public  and  not 
packed  meetings,  and  I  know  what  we 


can  do.  I  know  what  the  feeling  of  the 
people  on  this  subject  is,  and  if  we  do 
not  make  the  whole  country  ring  with 
our  denunciations  it  will  not  be  for  want 
of  effort  on  our  part.  [Laughter,']  Hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  wno  laugh  will  not 
trouble  themselves  about  anything  but 
their  own  comfort.  They  are  but  smug- 
faced  Pharisees 

The  chairman  :  I  have  already 
reproved  the  hon.  Member  for  allowing 
himself  so  much  latitude.  I  must  ask 
him  to  be  a  little  more  careful  in  the 
language  he  uses. 

Mb.  CONYBEARE :  I  was  not  aware 
that  I  had  used  any  language  objec- 
tionable to  hon.  Members ;  but  if  you 
ask  mo  to  withdraw  the  expression  I 
will  do  so.  I  was  commenting  on  the 
indifference  with  which  a  great  many 
Members  of  the  House  treat  these 
things  and  these  statements  by  men  who 
have  experienced  these  horrors — horrors 
enough  to  make  any  man  shudder.  The 
British  people  have  not  yet  been  stung 
into  action  upon  them,  but  I  hope  soon 
that  they  will  be.  I  think  it  is  a  pity 
the  Representatives  of  the  people  do  not 
take  more  interest  in  these  matters, 
which  are  of  supreme  importance.  These 
diabolical  laws,  so  far  from  promoting 
the  cause  of  law  and  order  which  you 
are  always  prating  about,  are  rebel- 
making  laws  which  drive  men  into 
despair.  I  hope  the  time  will  come,  when 
the  whole  nation  will  rebel  against  such 
a  dastardly  state  of  thing^. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  When  the  hon. 
Member  for  the  Harbour  Division  of 
Dublin  (Mr.  T.  C.  Harrington)  came 
out  of  prison  I  wanted  him  to  tell  the 
story  of  his  treatment,  and  I  suggested 
that  he  should  take  an  opportunity  of 
doing  so  when  the  Princess  of  Wales 
and  a  number  of  Duchesses  and  Coun- 
tesses and  all  your  fine  ladies  were  in 
the  Gallery,  and  say  how  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  country  made  him  blow  his 
nose  with  his  fingers,  and,  while  the 
Governor's  {daughters  were  watching 
him  through  opera  classes,  carry  the 
slops  from  his  cell  in  a  bucket  to  empty 
them  into  the  cesspool.  So  far  as  my 
experience  goes,  I  have  nothing  what- 
ever to  complain  of  against  the  Govern- 
ment of  their  treatment  of  me  in  prison  ; 
but  I  say,  and  with  regret,  that  in  my 
opinion  there  is  no )  retribution  which 
these  men  could  visit  on  their  enemies 
that  could  be  sufficient.  They  are  going 
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to  put  ibom  in  gaol  by  the  score,  and  I 
declare  before  Heaven  that  if  I  were 
put  into  gaol  like  my  hon.  Friend,  and 
compelled  to  do  the  tasks  which  he  was 
compelled  to  do,  I  would  save  up  a 
bucket  of  the  slops,  carry  it  across  the 
floor  of  this  House,  and  fling  it  in  the 
face  of  the  Irish  Secretary  as  he  sat  on 
that  Bench. 

The  OHAIEMAN:  The  hon.  and 
learned  Member  must  be  aware  that  he 
is  quite  out  of  Order  in  using  such  lan- 
guage.   I  call  on  him  to  withdraw  it. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  not  comply- 
ing  

Mr.  DE  lisle  (Leicestershire,  Mid): 
I  beg  to  say.  Sir 

Tub  chairman  :  Order,  order !  I 
call  on  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for 
North  Longford  to  withdraw  the  expres- 
sion he  used. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY :  I  say  that  the 
fact  that  these  things  have  been  com- 
mitted induced  me  to  use  language 
which  if  it  is  language  I  ought  not  to 
have  used  I  regret.  But  I  do  say  that  you 
are  manufacturing  men  by  the  thousand 
who  will  be  opposed  to  you.  You  are 
modelling  them  on  your  own  models. 
Fancy  depriving  a  man  of  a  pocket- 
handkerchief  for  an  entire  month,  and 
compelling  them  to  such  hideous  degra- 
dation !  Can  you  expect  to  make  patriots 
in  that  way  r  If  it  had  been  done  to 
me,  I  would  have  waited  until  the  Prin- 
cess of  Wales  was  in  the  Gallery  and 
then  made  a  statement  about  it.  Aye ; 
if  you  do  it,  why  should  we  not  tell 
you  about  it?  I  say,  Sir,  that  the 
callousness  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Chief  Secretary  fbr  Ireland  may  be 
in  the  end  the  best  thing  for  the  Irish 
people.  We  have  told  you  what  is 
going  to  take  place ;  we  have  warned 
you  what  we  will  do,  and  I  will  raise  up 
m}'  voice  no  more  against  it.  Let  the 
result  be  on  your  heads.  When  I  see 
my  poor  friend — William  O'Brien — in 
his  prison  dross  walking  between  con- 
victs and  subjected  to  such  treatment  as 
I  have  described,  I  pray  God  that  the 
time  may  come  for  his  release,  for  he 
will  have  1,000,000  friends  here  and 
in  Ireland  who  will  be  revenged  for 
vour  horrible  despotism. 

Mr.  BIGOtAE  ^Oavi^n,  W.) :  I  wish 
to  ask  a  question  with  regard  to  the  i 
esivrt  of  prisoners  in  Ireland.     It  ap- 
pears it  is  oustoiuary  to  soiui  prisoners 
to  gaoK  althoxigh  only,  perhaps,  for  a 


short  term  of  imprisonment,  for  oflences 
such  as  drunkenness;  it  is  deemed  neces- 
sary to  have  a  large  escort  of  police.  I 
wish  to  ask  whether  or  not  some  cheaper 
mode  could  be  arranged  ?  I  should  cdso 
like  to  know  if  prisoners  when  released 
have  anything  given  them  to  pay  their 
fares  home?  No  doubt  it  is  necessary 
that  the  prisoners  should  have  no  chance 
of  escaping  while  being  sent  to  prison ; 
but  I  am  told  that  never  less  than  half-a- 
dozen  constables  are  sent  as  an  escort 
even  for  a  small  number  of  prisoners. 
It  seems  to  me  that  thereby  much  un- 
necessary expense  is  incurred. 

The  PARLIAMENTAEY  UNDEB 
SECEETARY  for  IRELAND  (Colonel 
King-Haeman)  (Kent,  Isle  of  Thanet) : 
The  question  of  the  escort  of  prisoners 
has  very  often  been  brought  before 
Grand  Juries.  I  can  promise  that  at- 
tention shall  be  given  to  the  matter  with 
a  view  to  reducing  the  expense. 

Mb.  BIGGAR:  Is  the  expense  paid 
out  of  this  Vote  or  by  the  Local  Autho- 
rities  1 

Colonel  KING-HARMAN:  The 
Local  Authorities  have  to  pay  their 
share 

Mb.  BIGGAR:  Now,  with  regard 
to  the  return  expenses.  Do  the  prisoners 
have  to  return  nome  at  their  own  ex- 
pense, or  do  they  have  some  of  it  allowed 
them? 

OoLONBL  KING-HARMAN:  I  am 
afraid  I  cannot  give  an  exact  answer  to 
that.  The  allowances  differ  aoeordiog 
to  the  train  the  men  travel  by. 

Mb.  BIGGAR :  I  will  ask  the  right 
hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  to  make  in- 
quiries between  now  and  the  Report 
stage.  I  think  it  is  in  his  power  to  do 
so. 

Colonel  KING-HARMAN:  I  am 
afraid  I  cannot  get  any  further  informa- 
tion on  this  point  before  the  Report 
stage. 

Mb.  NOLAN  (Louth,  N.) :  Afler  the 
eloquent  speeches  we  have  heard  from 
this  Bench  with  reference  to  the  treat- 
ment of  political  prisoners  in  Irish 
prisons  I  do  not  feel  caUed  upon  to  deal 
further  with  that  subject ;  but  I  should 
like  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  SeeietaiT  for 
Ireland  to  a  ease  which  has  been 
brought  under  my  notice — ^that  of  n  pri- 
soner condned  in  Dundalk  iSnaon  by 
order  of  a  Coimty  Court  Judge  for  le- 
fusing  to  sign  some  docnment.  I  abonld 
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like  to  know  what  are  the  powers  of 
Judges  in  connection  with  these  matters . 
In  tnis  case  I  have  heard 

The  CHAIRMAN:  Order,  order! 
That  is  not  a  question  which  can  be  dis- 
cussed on  this  Vote  at  all.  The  powers 
of  a  Judge  cannot  be  discussed  on  this 
Vote. 

Mr.  NOLAN :  If  I  am  permitted  to 
do  so,  I  should  like  to  ask  if  there  is 
any  chance  of  this  man  being  released 
from  prison  ?  Is  there  any  way  by 
which  he  can  be  discharged  ?  He  is  a 
man  who  has  been  30  years  in  America, 
and  since  then  he  has  b^on  a  number  of 
years  working  upon  the  farm  in  Ireland 
on  which  he  invested  his  savings ;  and  I 
think  it  is  a  hard  thing  if  he  is  to  be 
kept  in  prison  for  a  much  longer  time. 
I  remember  a  case  in  which  a  woman 
was  kept  in  prison  six  or  seven  years, 
because  her  friends  had  gone  away  to 
America,  and  she  was  forgotten.  She 
has  only  recently  been  released. 

Vote  agreed  to. 

Resolutions  to  be  reported  To-morrow. 

Committee  to  sit  again  upon  Monday 
next. 

SUPPLY— REPORT. 
Resolutions  [1st  September]  reported. 
First  Five  Resolutions  agreed  to. 
Sixth  Resolution  read  a  second  time. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Longford,  N.) : 
I  understood  the  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  to  promise  to 
reduce  this  Vote  by  £3,000. 

The  secretary  to  the  TREA- 
SURY  (Mr.  Jaokson)  (Leeds,  N.):  I 
made  no  promise  to  the  House  to  that 
effect.  I  would  point  out  to  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  that  it  is  not  by  any 
means  necessary  to  reduce  the  Vote. 
The  money  cannot  be  expended  for  any 
other  purpose. 

Me.  T.  M.  HEALY :  I  do  not  agree 
with  that.  Last  year  a  sum  of  £3,000 
was  spent  for  certain  decorations  in  con- 
nection with  the  Prince  of  Wales's  visit. 
My  objection  is  that  the  saving  on  this 
particular  Vote  may  be  used  for  other 
purposes.  My  impression  is  that  last 
night  a  pledge  was  given  to  lessen  the 
Vote  by  the  sum  of  £3,000.  If  that  is 
not  the  general  impression  of  the  Com- 
mittee I  will  withdraw  my  opposition. 

Mr.  HALLEY  STEWART  (Lincoln- 
shire,  Spaldiog) :  A  most  distinct  assur- 


ance was  given  us  by  the  Government 
last  night  that  this  amount  would  be 
withdrawn  if  the  Bill  to  which  it  applied 
was  not  proceeded  with.  I  take  it  it  was 
as  distinct  an  assurance  as  is  possible. 

Me.  JACKSON:  I  can  only  speak 
again  with  the  indulgence  of  the  House. 
I  will  point  out  that  the  suggestion  that 
the  money  may  be  devoted  to  other  pur- 
poses is  absolutely  impossible.  The 
money  voted  for  a  special  purpose  in 
one  Vote  cannot  be  devoted  to  any  other 

f>urpose;   and    therefore  the  hon.  and 
earned  Member's  object  in  preventing 
it  being  thus  appropriated  is  attained. 

Me.  BIQQAR  (Oavan,  W.) :  I  speak 
with  a  very  clear  recollection  of  what 
took  place.  I  say  that  pledge  was  given. 
I  beg  to  move  that  the  Vote  be  reduced 
by  a  sum  of  £3,000. 

Mb.  JACKSON :  Very  well ;  we  will 
do  that.     I  will  myself  propose  it. 

Amendment  proposed,  to  leave  out 
"£114.662,"  in  order  to  insert 
*«  £11 1,662."— (Jfr.  Jackson.) 

Question,  ''That  '£114,662'  stand 
part  of  the  Resolution,"  put,  and  nega^ 
tived. 

&n\fi%2  inserted. 

Resolution,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

CHARITY  C0MMI88I0NEBS  (OFFIOERSJ 

BILL.— [Bill  562.] 

{Mr.  Jaeksotif  Mr.  William  Hittry  Smith.) 

OOKSIDEBATION. 

Bill,  as  amended,  considered. 

New  Clause — 

(Appointment  of  working-men  Assifltant  Oom- 

missioners. ) 

"  One  at  least  in  every  three  of  the  Assistant 
Commissioners  to  be  appointed  under  this  Act 
shall  be  selected  from  the  working  classes. 
And,  upon  any  vacancy  arising,  due  notice 
thereof  shall  be  advertised  in  Th4  London 
OazetU,''^ — {Mr.  Conyhearej) 

— hrought  up,  and  read  the  first  time. 

Me.  OONYBEARE  (OornwaU,  Cam- 
borne) :  I  do  not  want  to  detain  the 
Committee  long;  but  I  should  like  to 
take  the  opportunity  of  saying  a  few 
words  in  moving  that  this  new  clause  be 
read  a  second  time.  I  do  not  for  one 
moment  suppose,  after  what  was  said 
the  other  evening,  that  the  Government 
will  be  able  to  meet  me,  or  to  accept  my 
Amen^lment ;  but  I  intend  to  emphasize 
the  point  I  have  taken  up  by  going  to  a 
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Division.  I  can  only  say  in  reference 
to  the  object  of  tlie  Amendment,  and 
to  the  action  of  the  Government  in  op- 
posing the  appointment  of  Assietant 
Commipsioners  taken  from  the  working 
classes,  that  to  say  you  cannot  find  work- 
ing men  qualified  to  perform  these  duties 
is  a  most  hollow  and  unfounded  conten- 
tion. I  need  only  point  to  the  fact  that 
there  are  in  this  House  hon.  Members 
who  belong  to  the  working  classes — 
men  who  have  been  trained  in  mines 
and  in  quarries,  and  from  other  ranks 
where  they  have  to  earn  their  own  living 
by  the  toll  of  their  hands  rather  than 
that  of  their  brains;  and  these  facts 
alone  show  how  absurd  it  is  for  anybody 
to  get  up  and  say  that  you  cannot  find 
in  the  ranks  of  the  working  classes  men 
qualified  to  perform  the  clerical  functions 
of  these  Assistant  Oommissioners.  It  is 
said  that  they  will  have  to  decipher  all 
Statutes  and  old  legal  documents,  or 
what  not ;  but  that  fact  need  not  inter- 
fere with  their  appointment,  for  the 
very  good  reason  that  the  law  requires 
that  the  two  principal  Oommissioners 
should  in  any  case  be  barristers  of  a  cer- 
tain standing  versed  in  the  law.  I  main- 
tain— without  troubling  the  House  with 
any  further  words — that  in  the  interests 
of  those  to  whom  these  endowments 
properly  belong,  and  from  whom  they 
have  been  wrongfully  taken  for  years 
past,  it  is  essential  that  there  should  be 
men  placed  in  a  position  in  which  they 
can,  to  a  certain  extent,  control  and 
check  new  schemes  which  are  calculated 
to  continue  this  system  of  the  spoliation 
of  the  poor  of  this  country ;  and  it  is  for 
that  reason  I  must  insist  on  pressing 
this  clause  to  a  Division. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
*'That  the  said  Clause  be  now  read  a 
second  time." — (J/r.  Conyhear$,) 

The  ATTOENEY  GENERAL  (Sir 
RicnARD  Webster)  (Isle  of  Wight) : 
Notwithstanding  the  judgment  passed 
by  the  hon.  Member,  that  my  argument 
against  his  Motion  is  absurd,  I  feel  com- 
pelled to  address  to  the  House  a  few 
words  in  order  to  explain  why  it  is 
simply  impossible  to  recognize  such  a 
principle  as  the  hon.  Member  suggests, 
even  assuming  we  know  what  he  means 
by  the  working  classes.  As  to  the  duties 
these  Assistant  Commissioners  will  have 
to  perform — they  will  have  to  go  into 
difi'erent  districts  to  hold  legal  inquiries 

Mr,  Cony  hears 


— they  will  have  to  perform  judicial 
functions.  I  have  bad  considerable  ex- 
perience of  these  inquiries ;  I  have  had 
to  deal  with  several ;  the  opposite  parties 
are  frequently  represented  by  advocates, 
between  whom  the  Assistant  Commis- 
sioner will  have-  to  decide ;  and  it  will 
also  be  necessary  for  him  to  preside  at 
local  public  meetings,  at  which  by  no 
means  uneinimify  of  opinion  exists  as  to 
what  is  to  be  done,  or  as  to  whether  the 
charities  have  been  improperly  dealt 
with  in  the  past.  Then,  to  be  able  to 
properly  fulfil  his  duties,  the  Assistant 
Commissioner  ought  certainly  to  have 
some  knowledge  of  the  Mortmain  Acts, 
the  Statute  of  Limitations,  and  other 
complicated  pieces  of  legislation.  I  be- 
lieve the  hon.  Gentleman  objects  to 
sinecures.  I  cannot  imagine  any  ap- 
pointment partaking  more  of  that 
character ;  and  I  believe  it  would  defeat 
entirely  the  objects  of  those  who  are 
disposed  to  take  an  interest  in  these 
matters  if  we  make  such  appointments 
as  he  suggests.  At  the  same  time,  I 
must  say  it  is  casting  no  slur  on  work- 
ing men,  as  they  would  be  the  first  to 
confess  that  they  could  not  fulfil  these 
duties.  I  hope  the  Committee  will  not 
accept  this  Amendment. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided  :  —  Ayes  26  ; 
Noes  94:  Majority  68— (Div.  List, 
No.  443.)  [3.0  A.M.] 

Mr.  CONYBEARE:  I  will  not 
trouble  the  House  by  moving  my  second 
Amendment ;  but  I  will  move  the  third 
one  that  stands  in  my  name.  I  do  not 
know  whether  the  Government  will 
accept  it ;  but  I  trust  they  may  so  far 
do  so  in  principle  as  to  suggest  to  the 
Commissioners  the  adoption  of  it  in  a 
rule.  The  Amendment  is  iutended  to 
secure  the  publication  of  a  list  of  schemes 
at  regular  intervals,  so  that  the  public 
may  know  what  is  going  on  in  connection 
with  the  different  schemes  relating  to 
charitable  trusts  and  endowments.  I  am 
led  to  propose  the  Amendment  because 
I,  or  my  hon.  Friends  interested  in  a  par- 
ticular scheme,  have  found  it  a  matter 
of  exceeding  difficulty  to  find  out  what 
schemes  are  in  progress,  and  how  far 
the  Commissioners  have  dealt  with 
them.  If  you  write  to  the  Oommissioners 
it  is  difficult  to  extract  a  satisfactory 
answer,  and  finally  you  find  yourself  too 
late  to  suggest  any  modification  in  any 
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scheme  that,  for  some  reason  or  other, 
may  be  unsatisfactory.  The  only  way 
at  the  present  time  in  which  you  can  get 
any  information  beyond  inquiring  of  the 
Commissioners  is  to  wade  through  the 
columns  of  the  local  newspapers,  or  of  The 
Timesy  to  see  what  schemes  have  been 
drafted  —  a  very  laborious  business. 
Nothing  would  be  more  simple  than  that 
tho  Commissioners  should,  as  part  of 
the  routine  office  work,  publish  every 
month  in  The  Gazette  a  list  of  the  schemes 
under  consideration  by  them.  If  there 
is  any  technical  reason  why  this  should 
not  be  done,  there  can  be  no  reason 
against  tho  adoption  of  the  last  part  of 
the  clause.  I  cannot  see  why  a  list  should 
not  bo  kept  hanging  up  in  the  office  of 
the  Commissioners,  a  list  of  the  schemes 
in  progress,  so  that  by  inspection  of 
this  list  the  public  may  ascertain  for 
themselves  what  schemes  are  about  to 
pass,  and  so  on.  This,  I  imagine,  is 
no  unreasonable  demand ;  but  if  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  tho  Attorney 
General  cannot  see  his  way  to  embody 
it  in  the  Bill  now  before  the  House,  per- 
haps he  will  give  directions,  or  make  the 
suggestion,  that  the  Commissioners,  for 
the  convenience  of  the  public,  should 
adopt  it  as  a  rule. 

New  Clause^ 

(Publication   of    monthly  list   of   schemes  in 

preparation.) 

**  Tho  Board  shall  publish,  at  the  commence- 
ment of  every  month,  in  The  London  OazettCy  a 
complete  list  of  all  schemes  at  the  time  being 
in  preparation  or  under  their  consideration,  and 
a  copy  of  such  list  shall  be  kept  posted  up  in 
tho  office  of  tho  Charity  Commission,  and  shall 
bo  open  to  the  inspection,  without  fee,  at  all 
reasonable  times,  of  all  persons  desiring  to  in- 
spect the  same/* — {Mr,  Conybcarey) 

— brought  up,  and  read  the  first  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
*'  That  the  said  Clause  be  now  read  a 
second  time." 

Mb.  HALLEY  STEWART  (Lincoln- 
shire, Spalding) :  I  should  like  to  say 
something  in  corroboration  of  what  has 
been  said  by  the  hon.  Member  for  the 
Camborne  Division  of  Cornwall.  I 
have  found  the  difficulty  of  ascertaining 
what  schemes  the  Commissioners  have 
in  progress.  If  the  latter  part  of  the 
clause  were  accepted,  I  have  no  doubt 
that  the  public  Press,  or  a  certain  section 
of  it,  would  find  it  to  its  interest  to  gra- 
tuitously make  the  list  public.  I  have 
known  instances  in  Lincolnshire  where 


parties  locally  interested  have  not  had 
the  desired  information ;  and  I  hope 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the 
Attorney  General  will  help  us  to  some 
simpler  method  than  that  which  now 
prevails  of  knowing  what  schemes  the 
Charity  Commissioners  have  in  pro- 
gress. 

Sir  RICHARD  WEBSTER:  I  do 
not  think  this  can  be  made  the  subject 
of  statutory  enactment ;  but  I  will  un- 
dertake to  communicate  to  the  Commis- 
sioners what  has  been  said  by  the  hon. 
Gentlemen  the  Members  for  Camborne 
and  Spalding.  But  I  think  the  hon. 
Members  have  rather  missed  the  point 
in  their  desire  to  have  the  information 
made  known  locally.  This  is  already 
done  by  advertisement  in  local  news- 
papers at  considerable  expense,  and  by 
this  means  I  do  not  think  there  will  be 
any  real  difficulty  in  finding  out  the 
stages  of  progress.  The  hon.  Member 
for  Camborne  desires  to  supplement  this 
by  a  monthly  list  in  The  London  Gazette. 
But  this  is  not  in  the  ordinary  sense  a 
newspaper,  and  it  does  not  coo^e  gene- 
rally before  the  public,  and  a  similar 
list  at  the  office  would  not  convey  in- 
formation to  those  in  the  particular 
locality  concerned.  The  inquiry  into, 
and  consideration  of,  a  scheme  goes  on 
often  for  a  lengthened  period.  But  I 
will  make  it  my  duty  to  communicate 
with  the  Charity  Commissioners,  and  if 
by  any  means  any  part  of  the  sugges- 
tion can  be  carried  out  by  rule  or  prac- 
tice of  the  office,  I  am  sure  they  would 
be  glad  to  carry  it  out.  But  it  is  scarcely 
a  matter  to  insert  in  a  Statute;  it  should 
be  left  to  the  discretion  of  the  Commis- 
sioners 

Mr.  CONYBEARE  :  After  this  state- 
ment I  shall  be  happy  to  save  the  House 
further  trouble  by  withdrawing  my 
Amendment.  I  am  obliged  to  the  hon. 
and  learned  ^Attorney  General  for  so 
courteously  promising  to  lay  the  matter 
before  the  Commissioners.  If  a  list 
were  hung  up  in  the  office  it  would,  to  a 
great  extent,  meet  the  objections  I  have 
urged. 

Motion  and  Clause,  by  leave,  with' 
drawn. 

Amendment  proposed, 

In  Clause  6,  page  3,  line  13,  after  sub-seotion 
(a),  add,  **  (b).  This  repeal,  so  far  as  regards  the 
official  trmstees  of  chitfitable  funds,  shall  take 
effect  on  the  date  on  which  regulations  under 
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this  Act  in  relation  to  such  trustees  come  into 
operation.'*— (Afr.  Attormy  General.) 

Question,  **  That  those  words  be  there 
added,"  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  the  third  time,  and  passed, 
MOTION. 

SITTING  OP  THE  HOUSE   (sATURDAlf). 

Beaolvedf  That  the  sitting  of  the  House  on 
Saturday  be  held  subject  to  the  Standing 
Orders  that  regulate  the  Sitting  of  the  House 
on  Wednesdays. — {Mr  Jackson,) 

House  adjourned  at  a  quarter 
i^ter  Three  o'clock. 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS, 
Saturday,  Zrd  September,  1887. 


The"  House  met  at  Twelve  of  the 
clock. 

MINUTES.]— Supply— ron^iefer^c/ in  Committee 
— Resolutions  [September  2]  reported. 

Public  Bills  —  Second  Heading  —  Merchant 
Shipping  (Miscellaneous)  •  [348]. 

Considered  as  amended — Third  Reading ~-Gob,\ 
Mines,  &c.  Regulation  [383],  di.udi  passed, 

QUESTIONS. 


BUSINESS  OF  THE  HOUSE-SUPPLY. 

In  reply  to  Sir  George  Campbell 
(Kirkcaldy,  &c.), 

The  FIRST  LORD  of  the  TREA.- 
SURY  (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith)  (Strand, 
Westminster)  said,  the  Irish  Estimates 
would  be  taken  until  they  were  con- 
cluded, and  then  the  other  Estimates  in 
the  order  in  which  they  stood  upon  the 
Paper.  The  Supplementary  Estimates 
for  the  Glasses  which  were  not  yet  taken 
would  be  included  in  those  Classes  ;  and 
then  any  Supplementary  Estimates 
which  remained  would  be  taken  in  their 
order  after  the  ordinary  Estimates  had 
been  voted  for  the  Civil  Service. 

CRIMINAL  LAW— THE  COXFESSTON 
OF  ISRAEL  LIPSKI. 

Sib  RICHARD  TEMPLE  (Worcester, 
Evesham)  asked  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Home  Department,  Whether  his 
attention  has  been  called  to  a  letter  pub- 


lished in  The  Pail  Mall  OmtetU  of  let 
September,  from  Mr.  Hay  ward,  who  was 
solicitor  to  Lipski,  the  convict  recently 
executed  for  murder,  alle^ng  that  the 
fact  of  Lipski  having  prepared  to  write 
a  confession  in  prison  on  the  14th  ultimo 
was  known  to  the  Prison  Authorities  aod 
to  the  Home  Office  before  the  announce- 
ment on  the  30th  of  the  determination 
of  the  Secretary  of  State  that  the  law 
should  take  its  course;  and,  whether 
there  is  any  truth  in  such  allegation  ? 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  (Mr. 
Matthews)  (Birmingham,  E.):  My 
attention  has  been  caUed  to  this  letter. 
There  is  no  truth  whatever  in  the 
allegation  referred  to,  either  as  reg^ards 
the  Home  Office  or  the  Gk>vemor  of 
Newgate. 

BULGARIAN-MISSION  OF  GENERAL 
ERNROTH  TO  SOPHIA. 

Dr.  TANNER  (Cork  Co.,  Mid)  had 
the  following  Question  on  the  Paper,  bnt 
was  not  present  when  it  was  called :~ 
To  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Aflfairs,  If  the  report  is  correct 
which  states  that  the  Porte  has  aocepted 
the  Eussian  proposal  to  send  General 
Eroroth  on  a  special  Mission  to  Bulgaria ; 
and,  whether  the  said  Mission,  if  under- 
taken, will  be  in  accordance  with  the 
terms  of  the  Berlin  Treaty  ? 

The  under  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  (Sir  James  Febqxtsson)  (Man- 
chester, N.E.) :  As  the  hon.  Member  for 
Mid  Cork  has  not  found  it  conrenient  to 
be  in  his  place  in  order  to  put  the  Ques- 
tion he  has  placed  on  the  Paper  on  a 
matter  in  which  he  naturally  takes  great 
interest,  and  as  it  is  undesirable  that  the 
Question  should  be  allowed  to  remain  on 
the  Paper  unanswered,  I  beg  to  say  I 
think  it  is  inexpedient  to  make  any  state- 
ment at  present  on  the  subject  of  the 
hon.  Member's  Question. 

ORDERS   OF  TEE  DAT. 


COAL  MINES,    &c.   REGULATION 
BILL.— [Bill  383.] 

{Mr,  Secretary  Matthews,  Mr,  Stuart' Woriley,) 
CONSIDEBATIOir. 

Bill,  as  amended,  considered. 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  fob 
THE  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Mr.  Mat- 
thews)  (Birmingham,  E.)  moved,  after 
Clause  73,  to  insert  the  following 
Clause : — 
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dians  and  other  public  bodies  in  Lanca- 
shire  and    Yorkshire;    and  a   general 
feeling  existed  amongst  the  men  that 
the  Bill,  if  passed  in  its  present  shape, 
would  be  little  better  than  the  death- 
warrant  of  the  coal-mining  industry  in 
the  thin-seam  districts.  The  work  of  coal 
miners  was  carried  on  in  different  dis- 
tricts under  circumstances,   conditions, 
and  customs,  which  varied  as  much  as 
the  dialect  spoken  by  the  men  in  the 
pits  ;  and  he  believed  the  Home  Secre- 
tary would  admit  that  the  gpreat  difficulty 
he  had  to  face  in  framing  this  Bill  was 
the  impossibility  of  passing  one  hard* 
and- fast    measure   which   would    meet 
the   di£ferent  requirements  of  the  dif- 
ferent  localities  throughout    England. 
This  was  a  case  of  local  necessity.    The 
hon.   Member  for  Morpeth  had  great 
influence  in  questions  of  this  kind,  and 
he  hoped  that  ho  would  give  this  matter 
his    serious    consideration.      The   hon. 
Member  had  recently   stated  that  he 
meant  ''  to  stick  to  his  guns  "  on  this 
matter.     He  did  not  ask  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber to  abandon  his  guns,  but  to  lay  them 
in  a  different  direction,  and  to  limit  the 
range  of  his  artillery  so  that  it  would 
not  touch  Lancashire  and  Yorkshire. 
A  very  large  proportion  of  the  half- 
timers  employed  in  pits  worked  in  Lan- 
cashire and  Yorkshire.    Figures  showed 
that  out  of  the  311  boys  under  the  age 
of   12   employed  in  mines  throughout 
England,  808  were  employed  in  Lanca- 
shire and  Yorkshire,  and  only  three  else* 
where.     The  hon.  Member  for  Morpeth 
might  do  what  he  liked  with  the  three 
boys  whom  he  represented  in  Northum- 
berland so  long  as  he  allowed  him  (Mr. 
Hermon-Hodge)  to   do  as  he  pleased 
with  the  odd  300  whom  he  represented 
in  Lancashire  and    Yorkshire.    There 
were  many   other  districts   where  this 
power  might  have  been  exercised,  but 
had  not  been  exercised.     Surely  the  fact 
that,  practically  speaking,  all  the  boys 
under  12  were  employed  in  this  particu- 
lar district  to  which  he  referred,  and 
that   no    boys    under    that  age    were 
employed  elsewhere,  established  primd 
facie  grounds  for  the  belief  that  in  other 
places  there  was  no  need  for  their  em- 
ployment ;  but  in  the  limited  district  to 
which    his    clause  would  apply  there 
was  a  necessity,  and  a  great  necessity. 
His  whole  case  was  based  on  the  fact  that 
the  boys,  all  of  them,  were  employed  in 
a  limited  district.    If  the  311  boys  were 


*'  Section  thirty-eight  of  *  The  Public  Health 
Act,  1875  '  (which  relates  to  privy  accommoda- 
tion for  any  house  used  as  a  factory  or  building 
in  which  both  sexes  are  employed),  shall  apply 
to  the  portions  of  a  mine  which  are  above  ground, 
and  in  which  girls  and  women  are  employed, 
in  like  manner  as  if  it  were  herein  re-enacted, 
with  the  substitution  of  *  those  portions  of  the 
mine '  for  the  house  in  the  said  section  men- 
tioned.*' 

Clause  (Application  of  38  &  39  Vic. 
c.  55,  s.  38,) — (J/r.  Secretary  Matthews,) 
— brought  up,  and  read  the  first  and 
second  time,  and  added, 

Mr.  HERMON-HODQE  (Lancashire, 
Aocrington),  in  moving  the  insertion  of 
the  following  clause  after  Clause  4  : — 

**  Where  it  is  proved  to  the  satisfaction  of  a 
Secretary  of  State,  by  reason  of  the  thinness  of 
the  seams  or  of  any  other  exigencies  affecting 
any  mine  or  class  of  mines,  situated  in  the 
counties  of  Lancaster  or  York,  that  boys  be- 
tween  the  ages  of  ten  and  twelve  years  should 
be  allowed  to  be  employed  in  or  about  any 
such  mine  or  class  of  mines,  either  above  or 
below  ground,  such  Secretary  of  State  may,  if 
he  think  fit,  by  order  allow  the  same,  any  pro- 
vision contained  in  this  Act  to  the  eontrary 
notwithstanding.  Provided  always,  that  no  boy 
under  the  age  of  twelve  years  shall  be  so 
employed — (a)  For  more  than  six  days  in  any 
one  week ;  or  (b)  if  he  is  employed  for  more 
than  three  days  in  any  one  week  for  more  than 
six  hours  in  any  one  day  ;  or  (c)  in  any  other 
case  for  more  than  ten  hours  in  any  one  day ; 
or  (d)  otherwise  than  in  accordance  with  the 
regulations  hereinafter  contained  with  respect 
to  the  employment  of  boys  in  a  mine  below 
ground," 

said,  the  object  of  the  clause  was  to 
place  in  the  hands  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department  a  discretionary  power 
to  allow  boys  known  as  half-timers  to 
be  employed  in  coal  mines  in  the  coun- 
ties of  Lancaster  and  York.  That  had 
been  the  law  hitherto  throughout  all 
England  ;  but  in  the  Committee  stage 
of  the  Bill  the  hon.  Member  for  Morpeth 
(Mr.  Burt)  had  moved  an  Amendment, 
which  was  accepted  by  the  Committee, 
which  would  have  the  eflfect  of  putting 
a  stop  to  the  employment  of  boys  under 
12.  He  (Mr.  Hermon-Hodge)  himself 
had  no  interest  in  the  matter ;  but  he 
knew  thousands  of  miners  who  were, 
together  with  their  employers,  unani- 
mous in  asking  the  House  to  give  them 
the  privilege  of  having  boys  under  12 
years  of  age  in  the  pits.  Deputations 
from  the  masters  and  men  had  waited 
upon  the  Home  Secretary  in  the  matter, 
and  Petitions  had  been  signed  by  the 
men    and    also    by    Boards   of  Guar- 
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distributod  in  driblets,  so  to  spoak,  all 
over  the  whole  country,  he  should  have 
no  case  to  present  to  the  House.  With 
regard  to  the  position  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Morpeth  in  the  House,  no  doubt 
it  was  a  delicate  one,  as  he  was  the 
Eepresentative  of  a  particular  class,  or 
perhaps  it  would  be  more  correct  to  say 
the  Eepresentative  of  a  section  of  a  par- 
ticular class.  The  hon.  Member  had 
great  influence  in  matters  of  this  kind, 
and  a  correspondingly  great  responsi- 
bility. It  was  by  his  Amendment  that 
the  age  had  been  raised  from  10  to  12. 
It  must  be  fresh  in  the  hon.  Member's 
mind  what  had  taken  place  at  the  great 
meeting  of  miners  held  on  the  Saturday 
before  Bank  Holiday  on  Blyth  Links. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Morpeth  then  said, 
in  a  speech  to  which  he  had  already 
alluded,  that  he  had  been  approached  in 
this  matter  subsequent  to  the  proceed- 
ings in  Committee  by  a  considerable 
number  of  coal  owners,  and  also,  the 
hon.  Member  for  Morpeth  proceeded, 
ho  was  sorry  to  say  by  a  number  of 
working  miners.  Why  the  hon.  Member 
for  Morpeth  should  have  been  sorry  to 
learn  the  wishes  of  the  men  on  this 
matter  from  their  own  lips  he  was  at  a 
loss  to  imagine ;  it  was  satisfactory, 
however,  for  the  House  to  learn  that 
the  hon.  Member  for  Morpeth  had  been 
in  direct  communication  with  the  men 
on  this  point,  as  it  would  tend  to 
remove  the  impression  that  the  men 
wore  not  free  to  act  as  they  pleased 
in  the  matter.  He  had  pointed  out 
that  the  coal  got  from  the  mines  in  his 
district  was  three  feet  thick  or  under ; 
but  that  was  not  to  be  compared  with 
tho  thin  seams  of  Lancashire  and  York- 
shire— seams  which  were  only  two  feet 
thick  and  under.  This  fact  made  all 
the  difference  in  the  world  in  the  work- 
ing of  the  coal.  The  hon.  Member  for 
Morpeth  knew  how  excited  miners  be- 
came if  they  thought,  rightly  or  wrongly, 
they  were  unjustly  or  unfairly  treated  ; 
but  all  he  could  say  was  that  the  miners 
on  whose  behalf  he  spoke  believed  that 
this  was  a  deliberate  attempt  on  the  part 
of  those  who  were  interested  in  the 
t!iick-seam  coal  mines  to  crush  out  those 
who  worked  in  the  thin-seam  coal  mines. 
[  Laughter, ']  He  saw  hon.  Members  op- 
posite smiled;  but  it  was  no  laughing 
matter  to  men  who  feared  they  were 
about  to  lose  their  means  of  earning  a 
living.     He  would  be  the  last  man  to 

Mr,  Hernion-Hodgt 


bring  any  charge  of  unworthy  motives 
against  hon.  Members  opposite  ;  but  he 
thought  it  his  duty  to  inform  them  of 
the  feeling  which  existed.  In  North- 
umberland, and  other  parts 'of  England 
where  these  thin  seams  were  worked,  the 
seams  were  either  underlaid  by  fire  day 
or  surrounded  by  ironstone  or  by  friable 
roofs ;  but  in  Lancashire  and  Yorkshire 
the  thin  seams  were  not  worked  in  con- 
junction with  fire  clay,  and  the  roofs 
were  of  hard  shale,  which  it  would  be 
dangerous  and  expensive  to  remove.  To 
work  in  these  seams  the  boys  must  be 
taken  young,  as  older  boys  were  a  size 
too  big,  and  did  not  take  kindly  to  the 
work,  and  the  difficulty  of  getting  them 
was  very  great.  Ninety  per  cent  of  the 
men  now  working  in  these  mines  entered 
at  the  age  of  10.  It  could  not  be  said 
that  the  boys  were  overworked,  because 
they  were  only  underground  some  four 
and  a-half  or  five  hours  daily.  Apart 
from  the  thinness  of  the  seams,  there 
was  another  reason  why  this  district 
should  be  exempt  from  the  operation 
of  this  Bill.  The  pits  were  situated  in 
the  hills  where  Lancashire  and  York- 
shire marched,  and  they  were  surrounded 
on  the  one  side  by  the  cotton  mills  of 
Lancashire,  and  on  the  other  by  the 
worsted  mills  of  Bradford.  Half-timers 
at  10  years  of  age  were  allowed  to  work 
in  these  mills ;  and  was  it  likely  that  when 
boys  had  been  trained  in  them  for  two 
years  they  would  leave  at  12  years  of 
age  and  go  down  the  pits?  The  evi- 
dence taken  before  the  Select  Committee 
proved  that  unless  the  boys  were  allowed 
to  enter  the  pits  at  the  same  age  as  they 
entered  the  factories,  the  result  would 
be  that  they  would  go  to  the  factories 
instead,  and  the  pits  would  be  abso- 
lutely stripped  of  boys.  Neither  could 
it  be  said  that  the  work  was  injurious 
to  boys.  ["Oh,  oh!"]  It  was  only 
on  the  ground  that  it  was  injurious  to 
the  boys  that  the  House  was  justified  in 
refusing  to  allow  their  parents  to  send 
them  to  this  particular  work;  yet  no- 
thing of  the  kind  was  set  forth  before 
the  Committee.  There  was  no  evidence 
at  all  before  the  Committee  showing 
injury  to  these  boys  beyond  the  merest 
sentimentalism,  and  a  belief  in  a  state  of 
things  underground  which,  if  it  had  been 
true,  would  only  have  been  an  argu- 
ment against  the  employment  of  boys  in 
pits  at  any  age.  A  case  certainly  had 
been  mentioned  in  Committee  of  a  miner 
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whose  growth  had  been  stunted  by  work 
in  the  mines  in  his  youth ;  but,  on  the 
other  side,  he  might  point  to  the  hon. 
!Momber  for  the  Wansbeck  Division  of 
Northumberland  (Mr.  Fenwick),  the  de- 
velopment of  whose  physique  had  cer- 
tainly not  been  interfered  with  by  this 
kind  of  labour,  although  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber had  himself  told  the  House  that  he 
was  at  work  in  the  mines  when  he  was 
10  years  of  age.  In  a  similar  manner, 
he  might  point  to  the  hon.  Baronet  on 
that  side  of  the  House  (Sir  George 
Elliot),  who  had  had  a  corresponding 
experience.  The  health  of  the  boys,  he 
contended,  was  not  injured  in  any  shape 
or  way.  If  it  were,  would  it  not  at 
once  be  apparent  in  the  way  in  which 
they  did  their  lessons  ?  The  Eeport  of 
the  Education  Department  called  especial 
attention  to  the  fact  that,  though  50  per 
cent  of  the  half-timers  in  England  were 
employed  in  Lancashire,  yet  the  per- 
centage of  passes  in  Lancashire  was 
higher  than  that  of  any  other  county. 
From  schoolmasters,  from  medical  men, 
came  evidence  that  the  half-time  work 
of  boys  in  mines  in  no  way  checked 
their  mental  development  or  bodily 
physique,  and  that  they  would  compare 
favourably  with  half-timers  employed 
in  factories.  Beyond  all,  as  having 
a  general  bearing  on  the  coal  trade 
generally,  he  argued  that  accidents  were 
likely  to  be  more  frequent  in  mines 
where  the  men  had  not  been  properly 
trained  ;  and,  beginning  as  boys  at  half- 
time  miners,  they  had  a  more  complete 
training.  When  they  knocked  off  the  em- 

Eloyment  of  300  boys  in  a  limited  district, 
e  believed  the  Committee  acted  upon  im- 
perfect acquaintance  with  the  facts,  and 
therefore  he  raised  the  question  again. 
The  State  was  now  asked  to  undertake 
duties  of  the  most  onerous  description, 
and  to  regulate  the  great  industries  of 
the  country  in  the  most  minute  parti- 
culars. Was  it  possible  to  suppose  that 
the  State  could  instantly  carry  out  those 
duties,  unless  a  certain  amount  of  elasti- 
city was  introduced  into  measures  of  this 
kind  ?  If  the  State  was  to  undertake 
^tfi#t-parental  duties,  it  must  have  quasi- 
parental  discretion  ;  and  it  was  on  these 
grounds  he  asked  the  House  to  give  in 
that  limited  district,  that  limited  discre- 
tionary power  to  the  Home  Secretary. 
^y  hard-and-fast  legislation,  such  as 
that  to  which  he  objected,  industries 
might  very  easily  be  crushed  out    of 


existence,  and  when  once  they  were 
destroyed  the  State  could  not  restore 
them. 

Clause  (Employment  of  boys  between 
ten  and  twelve  years  in  certain  cases,) — 
{Mr.  Hermon- Hodge,) — brought  up,  and 
read  the  first  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
''That  the  said  Clause  be  now  read  a 
second  time." 

Colonel  BLUNDELL  (Lancashire, 
S.W.,  Ince)  said,  he  wished  to  point  out 
that  the  statistics  of  the  Begistrar 
General  showed  that,  even  allowing  for 
accidents,  mining,  compared  with  many 
other  occupations,  was  very  healthy. 
If  a  boy  went  down  a  pit,  he  was  more 
likely  to  live  than  if  he  worked  in  a 
factory.  Upon  what  principle,  he  asked, 
were  hon.  Members  tabooing  a  particular 
industry  by  preventing  boys  from  follow- 
ing the  occupation  of  mining  in  Lan- 
cashire and  Yorkshire,  whilst,  at  the 
same  time,  they  were  driving  them  into 
the  worsted  and  cotton  mills,  where  the 
mortality  returns  were  higher  by  1 0  per 
cent  than  the  mining  mortality  returns, 
which  were  below  the  average  ? 

Mb.  BUHT  (Morpeth)  said,  he  re- 
gretted that  this  question  should  be  re- 
newed again  after  having  been  so  very  de- 
cisively disposed  of  in  Committee.  The 
hon.  Member  (Mr.  Hermon-Hodge)  was 
within  his  right ;  but  if  all  Members  in- 
terested in  any  point  followed  his  ex- 
ample, there  would  be  no  hope  of  the 
Bill  passing.  He  would  admit  that 
deputations  had  come,  and  Petitions  and 
Circulars  had  been  sent  to  the  House  of 
Commons,  apparently  evincing  a  keen 
interest  on  the  part  of  miners  in  favour 
of  the  proposal  of  the  hon.  Gentleman ; 
but  he  had  reason  to  believe  that  for  the 
deputations  and  Circulars  the  coalowners 
had  found  the  money,  that  they  had 
been  pulling  the  strings,  and  that  the 
movement  had  not  been  so  spontaneous 
as  the  hon.  Member  seemed  to  think. 
The  hon.  Member  said  that  Petitions  in 
support  of  the  proposal  had  also  come 
from  Boards  of  Guardians ;  but  children 
were  apprenticed  by  Boards  of  Guardians 
to  coalowners  until  they  were  21  years  of 
age,  and  therefore  these  bodies  had  a 
direct  interest  in  the  matter.  The  hon. 
Member  was  mistaken  in  thinking  that 
in  the  North  of  England  there  were  no 
thin  seams ;  there  were  both  thick  and 
thin,  half  of  the  coal  which  was  obtained 
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in  Northumberland  and  Durham  being  Clause  (Workmen  to  be  taken  to  the 

obtained  out  of  coal  seams  which  were  surface  under  certain  oonditions), — [Mr. 

under  three  feet  in  thickness.    They  had  Mason^) — brought  ttp,  and  read  the  first 

also  factories  on  the  Tyne,  and  yet  they  time. 

found  they  could  work  their  thin  seams  Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

without  the  inhumanity— for  he  could  u  xhat  the  said  Clause  be  now  read  a 

call  it  nothing  else,  and  he  urgently  pro-  second  time  " 

tested  against  it~of  sending  their  young  sprT?PTA"RV  ^^    STATF   t^t. 

children  into  the  mines,  and  so  to  twist  ^""^^K*^^                           r^"" 

and  dwarf  their  forms  to  adapt  them  for  ™«    HOME    DEPARTMENT     (Mr. 

working  these  thin  seams.    He  was  quite  Matthbws)  (Birmmgham,  E.)  said,  he 

prepared  to  make  this  provision  of  the  was  sorry  he  could  not  accept  the  clause 

Bill  prospective,  and  exempt  boys  now  iJ  *^  ^^™  ^^^  ^hioh  it  appeared  upon 

employed,  so  as  to  allow  boys  between  tlie  Paper.    It  would  entirely  alter  the 

10  and  12  years  of  age  now  employed  mode  of  the  special  rules  which  rested 

to  go  on,  and  thus  give  the  owners  time  ^PO?  arbitration,  and  substitute,  in  thw 

to  adapt  themselves  to  the  altered  cir-  Particular  instance,  an  alto«ttier  dif- 

cumstances ;  but  further    than  that  he  £®'®?*  method  of  anranging  differences. 

and  his  friends  would  not  go.  Sections  51  and  63  provided  the  ma- 

.  chmery  for  setthng  such  points;   and 

Question  put.  ^hjle  he  quite  adhered  to  the  pledge  he 

The  House  divided : — Ayes  40  ;  Noes  had  given  to  the  hon.  Member  for  the 

54:    Majority  14.--(Div.  List,  No.  444).  Kilmarnock    Burghs,   he   thought   the 

Mb.  MASON(Lanark,  Mid),  inmoving  ^^^®«  Si^J^^  ^^^'  Member  would  be 

in  page  4,  after  Clause  11,  to  insert  the  accomplished  by  inteoducmg  into  Sec- 

following  New  Clause:-  tions  51  and  68   additional   words,  by 

ii^tm-     XV         1              1      J  .        XX  which  the  Home  Secretary  could  mter- 

"  When  the  workmen  employed  in  contract  x.  ,^    ;/.  „   ^„i^  „_  _    ;^  r^^r,   ^^:,.:^«   ;« 

work  underground  in  any  mine  to  which  this  ^®'®'  .if  a  rule  was,  m  his   opinion,  m- 

Act  applies  are  dissatisfied  with  the  hours  pre-  sufficient  to  prevent  acddents  or  for  the 

scribed  it  shall  be  lawful  for  such  workmen  to  safety  of  the  miners.  He  would  propose, 

apply  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  the  Secre-  therefore,  to  insert  the  WOrds,    "  safety 

aind'^^bTJS  JStcS  'r^LTc^l^  and  conyonienoe  of  the  persons  employed 

as  he  thinks  proper,  and  so  as  to  enable  the  ^^  ^^^  mine. 

workmen  to  be  brought  to  the  surface  without  Mr.  MASON  said,   he  woold  accept 

unnecessary  delay,"  the  proposal  of  the  right  hon.  Gtentle- 

said,   that  in  some  parts  of  Scotland  ^^^' 

the  hours  were  very  long,  being  in  some  Motion  and  Clauae,  by  leave,   with- 

instances  10  hours  a- day-  He  understood  drawn. 

the  Home  Secretary  had  given  a  verbal  ._    »r  AOi-.-^rx-r         t_  -^.-.^ix  . 

promise  to  his  hon.  Friend  the  Member  Mb.  MASON  (Lanark,  l^d),in  moving 

for  the   Kilmarnock   Burghs    (Mr.   S.  *?  *^8?r*»  P  P?8f®  ^6,  after  Olaose  60, 

WiUiamson)  to  the  effect  that  he  would  the  foUo wing  New  Clauae  for  the  esta- 

be  prepared  to  make  such  an  order  as  D"shment  of  an  accident  and  insurance 

that  proposed  wherever  it  might  be  found  f  *^^^  • 

necessarj-.     The  right   hon.  Gentleman  "  There  shall  be  esUbliihed  under  thii  Act 

had  shown  his  appreciation  of  the  ques-  a  fund  to  make  proviaioii  (a)  for  the  relativM  of 

tion.      The  discussions  that  had  taken  F^ons  kiUed  in  the  mines :  (b)  for  workmen 

place  had,  he   (Mr.    Mason^   believed,  S^^iJ!^n^m'^S?5\iidi^L^^ 

convinced  him  that  such  a  rule  might  be  thi[i'\en  Jn^StW^'v^B^SSe  forty  years 

necessary-    in    the   circumstances    iiidi-  of  a^^^  or  upwards,  and  nnable,  ihroogh  old  age 

cated.     But  while  that  was  satisfactorv  ''^^  intirmity,  to  continue  at  work;  niohfand 

so  far  as  it  went,  it  was  possible  that  »^*n  I  o  contributed  to  in  eqnal  parte  by  (a)  the 

t  t.         TT          o         A*          '1^       ^^1-  workmen  emploved  m  the  mines :  Ch)  the  mine 

future  Home  becretanos  might  not  take  ^,^„,„.    ■,  Pj,^  i^„  of™ifai2iiu  :^d 

quite    the    samo    viow ;    and    ho    (Mr.  sb.ul  bo  administered  by  district  committees, 

Maseru ^  thorotoro  wished  to  have  in  the  aiil  okvtt^i  in  equal  proportions  by  the  tiiwe 

Bill    a    provision    whorobv.    when   the  *'••'•  =^*-*i»*-?  pirtios.   Each  snch  eommittee  dudl 

Home  S.vrotarv  was  approached    in  a  '  f'^*""^^  *-f^ .'^'f  "  "^^^ ^"^^^^.^^ 
,1            *     .            '  V  1                  i^  •  rTv'ivr  Aviniinistration  of  the  nmd  witfain  their 
reasoiiablo  wav.   ho  would  pu:  such  a  iij-Hoi.    Such  rulea  and  districts  duOl  heap- 
rule  in  operation  whoro  ui\  ossary.  provivd  by  the  Secretarr  of  Slate.    The  levor 

J/r.  Burt  * 
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or  lessors  shall  contribute  to  the  fund  a  per- 
centage of  the  rent  or  royalty  receivable  by 
them ;  the  mine  owner  or  mine  owners  shall 
contribute  a  percentage  of  the  rent  or  royalty 
payable  by  them ;  and,  where  the  landlord 
works  the  mine,  he  shall  contribute  both  the 
landlord's  and  tenant's  share ;  the  workman  or 
workmen  shall  contribute  a  percentage  of  the 
wages  earned  by  them,  and  such  percentage 
shall  be  deducted  by  the  employers  and  handed 
over  to  the  properly  appointed  treasurer  of  the 
fund.  No  person  shall  be  eligible  to  vote  or 
have  a  seat  on  the  committee  who  has  not  at- 
tained the  age  of  twenty-one  years/' 

said,  it  was  absolutely  required  that 
something  should  be  done  to  provide 
for  those  who  suffered,  not  only  from 
the  terrible  accidents  which  every  now 
and  again  occurred,  but  also  from  those 
smaller  and  almost  daily  occurring  acci- 
dents in  connection  with  the  work  of  coal 
mining.  In  the  recent  accident  in  the 
Mid  Division  of  Lanarkshire  73  men  lost 
their  lives,  and  a  feeling  of  sympathy 
was  aroused  on  behalf  of  those  who  had 
been  left  destitute  through  the  loss  of 
their  bread-winners.  They  immediately 
set  about  raising  a  fund  to  make  pro- 
vision for  the  widows  and  fatherless 
children,  in  order  that  the  latter  might 
be  educated  and  brought  up  in  a  similar 
way  as  they  would  have  been  if  their 
fathers  had  been  spared  to  them.  But 
very  great  difficulty  was  found  in  get- 
ting up  a  fund  sufficient  to  enable  that 
to  be  done.  They  made  an  appeal  to  the 
citizens  of  Glasgow.  The  Lord  Provost 
acted  spontaneously  in  calling  a  meet- 
ing, and'  the  citizens  of  Glasgow  re- 
sponded very  readily  and  gave  liberally 
to  the  fund.  The  sum  calculated  to  be 
required  was  £18,000;  but  he  was 
sorry  they  had  not  been  able  to  obtain 
that  sum.  They  had  only  obtained 
about  £11,000  up  to  the  present 
time.  The  landowners  in  the  county 
where  the  accident  took  place  had  not, 
in  his  opinion,  done  their  duty  in  con- 
nection with  the  contributions  they 
made  to  the  fund.  Some  of  these  were 
drawing  very  large  sums  of  money  from 
mineral  rents  and  rovalties.  One  of  them 
in  his  (the  Mid)  Division  of  Lanarkshire 
was  reported  to  be  drawing  £100,000 
to  £120,000  a-year.  He  was  appealed 
to  for  a  subscription — he  was  not  going 
to  name  him — and  he  contributed  the 
miserable  sum  of  £50,  which  was  alto- 
gether inadequate  for  the  purpose  they 
had  in  view.  Property  had  its  duties, 
as  well  as  its  privileges,  and  he  thought 
it  was  very  desirable  they  should  en- 


deavour to  get  at  these  parties  who 
would  not  do  their  duty.  He  did 
not  think  he  was  asking  anything 
very  extraordinary  when  by  his  clause 
he  proposed  to  compel  the  mining 
royalty  receivers  to  contribute  one- 
third  towards  a  permanent  accident 
insurance  fund.  They  also  asked  that 
one-third  should  be  contributed  by  the 
mineowners,  and  one-third  by  the  miners 
themselves.  He  thought  that  would  be 
a  fair  arrangement.  He  believed  the 
men  would  be  willing  to  go  into  an 
arrangement  of  that  kind,  which  would 
distribute  fairly  the  incidence  of  the 
sum  which  would  be  required  for  the 
establishment  of  a  permanent  fund  for 
the  maintenance  of  the  people  who 
suffered  by  accidents  in  mines.  He 
thought  if  they  got  powers  from  the 
Secretary  of  State  to  set  up  a  Board, 
elected  one-third  by  each  of  the  con- 
tributing parties,  such  Board  might 
represent  the  area  of  a  county,  or 
a  Mining  Inspector's  district.  That 
seemed  to  him  to  be  a  fair  and  equitable 
arrangement.  The  men  themselves,  in 
the  North  of  England  and  elsewhere, 
had  done  a  great  deal  in  the  direction  of 
providing  funds.  Now,  he  did  not  pro- 
pose to  interfere  with  those  funds  in  the 
slightest  degree,  or  to  interfere  with 
anything  now  existing ;  but  he  believed 
if  such  an  arrangement  as  he  proposed 
were  made,  it  would  compel  reluctant 
and  unwilling  land  lords  who  were  reaping 
so  much  from  royalties  to  contribute  a 
fair  share  to  the  fund.  It  might  be 
objected  that  the  proposal  approached 
to  national  insurance.  He  denied  that 
entirely.  It  had  nothing  to  do  with 
national  insurance.  It  simply  asked 
those  who  really  derived  proQt  and 
benefit  out  of  the  working  of  a  business 
which  was  profitable  to  all  the  three 
parties  concerned  to  contribute.  National 
insurance  would  compel  parties  to  con- 
tribute who  never  derived  any  benefit, 
and  many  would  be  compelled  to  contri- 
bute who  were  not  interested  or  connected 
with  the  matter  in  any  way.  It  might 
also  be  said,  and  probably  would  be  by 
some,  "  If  you  begin  this,  you  may  as 
well  apply  it  to  railway  servants,  and 
to  other  industries."  Well,  if  a  case 
was  made  out  for  applying  this  to  other 
branches  of  work,  let  each  be  discussed 
on  its  merits ;  but,  in  this  particular  in- 
stance, he  thought  a  good  case  had  been 
made  out  for  the  necessity  of  such  a 
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fund  for  the  benefit  of  those  who  were 
exposed  to  the  constantly  -  recurring 
accidents  in  mines.  The  idea  was  not 
entirely  new,  so  far,  at  all  events,  as 
mineowners  were  concerned.  He  had 
been  handed  by  a  right  hon.  Gentleman 
on  the  Front  Opposition  Bench  a  letter 
sent  to  that  right  hon.  Gentleman,  which 
showed  very  clearly  the  benefits  which 
might  arise  from  such  an  arrangement. 
The  writer — he  would  not  give  his  name 
— said — 

<*  Tt  is  a  matter  of  fact  that  for  a  long  time  I 
have  taken  a  great  interest  in  such  a  fund  as  is 
suggested.  Some  years  ago  I  was  the  means  of 
arranging  a  scheme  between  the  employers  and 
employes  at  a  colliery  in  South  Stafifordshire, 
and  in  my  21  years'  experience|there  was  nothing 
I  had  greater  pleasure  in.  Rules  were  arranged, 
and  the  employers  contributed  25  per  cent  on 
the  employes  contributions.  The  employers 
had  one-fourth  in  the  number  of  the  Board  of 
Management,  the  remaining  three-fourths  being 
composed  of  the  workmen.  Voting  and  every- 
thing else  was  arranged  on  the  same  principle. 
We  also  did  what  we  could  to  get  the  lessor  to 
contribute  ;  but  we  did  not  succeed.  One  in- 
valuable advantage  was  that  the  emplo^'ers  or 
their  representatives  and  the  employes  met 
periodically  on  common  ground,  in  a^  pleasant 
way,  and  there  was  opportunity  of  which  gene- 
ral advantage  was  taken  to  adjust  questions 
between  masters  and  men  in  a  mutually  satis- 
factory manner.  The  good  feeling  which  it 
fostered  was,  1  can  assure  you,  very  pleasant  to 
witness." 

It  seemed  to  him  (Mr.  Mason)  that  if 
they  had  such  a  Board  as  that  the 
opportunity  would  bo  given  to  the  parties 
interested  to  meet,  and  many  questions 
of  dispute  as  to  wages  and  other  matters 
could  be  very  conveniently  settled  by  it. 

Clause  (Accident  and  insurance  fund,) 
— {Mr.  Masorit) — brought  up,  and  read  the 
first  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
**  That  the  said  Clause  be  now  read  a 
second  time." 

The  SEOEETARY  of  STATE  fou 
THE  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Mr. 
Matthews)  (Birmingham,  E.)  said,  that 
everybody  must  sympathize  with  the 
motives  of  the  hon.  Member  in  the  pro- 
posal he  had  made;  but  ho  (Mr. 
Matthews)  feared  it  would  be  impossible 
for  the  Government  to  accept  the  clause 
in  it  present  shape.  The  hon.  Member 
must  feel  that  his  scheme,  laudable  as 
it  was,  would  not  be  workable  without 
the  addition  of  a  great  number  of  other 
clauses.  Machinery  for  compelling  these 
contributions,  for  the  organization  of 
the  body  which  was  to  administer  them, 

3Ir.  Mason 


for  giving  it  legal  form  and  shape,  and 
for  enabhng  somebody  to  set  about  col- 
looting  contributions  would  have  to  be 
arranged.  He  did  not  know  the  num- 
ber of  lessors,  or  of  mineowners,  every- 
one of  whom  would  be  legally  bound  to 
contribute.  The  hon.  Member  for  the 
Central  Division  of  Glasgow  (Mr.  Baird) 
had  framed  a  very  valuable  Bill,  and 
arranged  all  details  on  this  subject,  that 
extended  to  four  or  five  pages,  and  pro- 
vided all  the  necessary  machinery.  It 
was  obvious,  unless  all  this  machinery 
was  supplied  in  this  case,  that  the  bene- 
volent intentions  of  the  hon.  Member 
would  fail  to  have  any  practical  effect. 
Prince  Bismarck  had  in  Prussia  intro- 
duced a  scheme  of  this  sort,  but  appli- 
cable not  merely  to  coal  mines,  but  to  all 
dangerous  occupations.  If  we  were  to 
embark  on  legislation  of  this  kind,  wc 
ought  also  to  include  railways  and  other 
dangerous  occupations.  It  was  an  ex- 
tremely interesting  subject  to  discuss; 
but  he  trusted  that  the  hon.  Member 
would  see  that  they  could  not,  at  the 
present  stage  and  at  that  late  period  of 
the  Session,  deal  with  it  in  a  single 
clause 

Me.'  CUNNINQHAME   GRAHAM 
(Lanark,    N.W.),    in    supporting    the 
clause,  said,  that  the  hon.  Member  for 
Mid  Lanark  (Mr.   Mason)   had  placed 
before  the  House  the  way  in  which  ho 
wished  the  scheme  to  be  carried  out, 
and  the  classes  who  were  desired  to  con- 
tribute.     In  regard  to  the  objection  of 
the  Home  Secretary,  that    tne  elauso 
needed    other   provisions    to    make  it 
workable,  he  (Mr.  Graham)  presumed 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  did  not  wish 
them  to  fight  out  the  whole  question  ia 
Scotland  unaided  by  the  advice  of  him- 
self and  others  who  had  access  to  facts 
which  the  people  living  in  the  district 
did  not  possess.     It  was  very  evident 
that  the  mining  industry  was  a  much 
more  dangerous   industry  than  almost 
any  other,  not  even  excepting  that  of 
the  railways.     All  the  miners  in  Scot- 
land whom    he  represented  were  per- 
fectly agreed  as  to  the  advisability  of 
the  institution  of  such  a  fund  as  that 
proposed  by  his  hon.  Friend ;  and  he 
hoped  the  clause  would  be  pressed  to  a 
Division,  in  order  to  take  the  feeling  of 
the  House  on  that  important  subject 

Mb.  BUET  (Morpeth)  said,  he  was 
glad  to  receive  the  expressions  of  sym- 
pathy which  had  fallen  from  the  light 
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hon.  Qentleman  the  Home  Secretary 
in  regard  to  the  principle  of  the  esta- 
blishment of  an  accident  fund  of  this 
kind.  Ae  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
was  aware,  the  miners  of  the  North  of 
England  and  elsewhere  in  different 
parts  of  the  country  were  by  voluntary 
association  doing  for  themselveH  what 
it  was  proposed  to  do  for  the  miners  by 
the  clause  now  under  discuesion.  Many 
of  the  coalowners  had  acted  gener- 
ously— ho  might  even  eay  munifi- 
cently— in  support  of  these  funds ;  but 
others  had  given  nothing  at  all,  but 
had  contented  themselves  with  meeting 
their  legal  obligatione.  lie  had  al- 
ways felt  that  that  was  not  suffi- 
cient, considering  the  risk  and  danger 
wbiuh  attended  mining  operations,  but 
that  all  parties  interested  in  mines 
should  contribute  iu  some  sort  to  the 
support  of  the  widows  and  orphans  who 
were  left  destitute  through  accident. 
But  it  must  not  be  forgotten  that  this 
was  a  very  large  and  complex  question. 
Even  the  hou.  Member  for  Mid  Lanark- 
shire, who  bad  given  great  attention  to 
the  matter,  had  not  completely  matured 
his  scheme.  He  simplysaidthatacertain 
percentage  should  be  contributed.  But 
it  was  necessary  in  legislation  to  be 
mote  precise  than  that,  and  it  was 
also  neceesary  to  have  some  machinery, 
which  the  clause  did  not  provide,  to 
carry  out  this  scheme.  He  thought 
that  if  this  subject  was  one  for 
legislation — and  he  was  not  quite  clear 
about  that— it  should  be  dealt  with 
by  a  separate  Bill,  to  which  the  House 
could,  when  it  was  before  them,  devote 
all  the  time  and  attention  which  the  sub- 
ject so  eminently  deserved  and  required. 
Holding  these  opinions  he  could  not,  of 
course,  but  concur  in  the  expression  of 
opinion  that  the  hon.  Member  for 
Hid  Lanarkshire  would  do  well  not  to 
press  this  question  to  a  Division  on  that 
occasion ;  but,  of  course,  on  that  point 
he  would  exercise  hie  own  discretion. 

Mh.  mason  said,  that  after  the  ex- 
pression of  opinion  be  had  obtained 
from  the  Government,  and  from  his 
hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Burt),  having  no  de- 
sire to  imperil  the  Bill  by  prolonging 
the  discussiou,  he  thought  he  would  be 
acting  judiciously  if  he  asked  leave  to 
withdraw  the  clause.  He  wished  to 
state,  however,  that,  in  his  opinion,  the 
Bill  framed  by  the  bon.  Member  for  the 
Oentral    Division   of     Glasgow    (Mr. 
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Baird)    was    an    utterly    unworkable 
Bill. 
Motion  and  Clause,  by  leave,  uath- 

draien. 

Mr.  sexton  (Belfast,  W.)  moved, 
after  Clause  59,  to  insert  the  following 
clause :  — 

"  A  ref^fister  of  minerB'  ngenta  sbnll  be  kept 
Bt  tho  Home  Office,  tor  uw  by  a  Secretary  of 
Stato  aiid  the  Inapcctora  under  this  Act,  when- 
over  it  may  be  deemed  necessary  or  conreDient 
to  eorreapond  with  the  body  of  minera  in  a 
dUtnct." 

Clause  (Register  of  miners'  agents  to 
be  kept  at  Home  Office,) — {Mr.  Sexton,) 
—brought  up,  and  read  the  first  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  said  Clause  be  now  read  a 
second  time." 

The    under     SECRETARY     of 

STATE  FOB  THE  HOME  DEPART- 
MENT (Mr.  8tu4rt-Wobtley)  (Shef- 
field, Hallam)  said,  he  objected  that  such 
an  obligation  should  not  be  imposed  on 
the  Home  Office,  unless  there  was  a  pro- 
vision compelling  miners'  unions  to  send 
in  all  such  names.  He  would  promise 
that  the  Home  Office  would  do  its  best 
to  keep  up  such  a  Register. 

Me.  fen  wick  (Northumberland, 
Wansbeck)  said,  he  thought  the  under- 
taking Buf&cient. 

Ma.  SEXTON  said,  he  would  with- 
draw tho  clause. 

Motion  aud  Clause,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  T0MLIN80N  (Preston)  moved 
to  insert  the  following  clause,  after 
Clause  80  : — 

'The  pravisione  of  this  Act  Hball  not  (a) 
prevent  a  boy  under  the  a^  of  twelve  years 
nha  before  the  commencement  of  this  Act  is 
lawfully  employed  in  any  mine  bolow  ground 
from  continuing  to  be  employed  in  a  mine ;  nor 
" '  prevent  a  boy  or  girl  who,  before  the  com* 

Dcement  of  this  Act,  is  lawfully  employed 

ive  ground  in  conoection  with  any  mine  from 

itinuing  to  be  employed  above  ground  in  oon- 
noction  with  a  mine,  in  like  manner  and  subject 
to  the  same  prorieions  and  regulationa  as  before 
■'  ommencament  of  this  Aot,  and  the  provi- 
of  the  Acts  repealed  by  this  Act,  with  re- 
tpect  to  the  employment  of  suoh  boy  or  girl 
shall  continue  to  apply  accordingly. " 

Olause  (Temporary  saving  for  employe 
ment  of  boys  and  girls  between  ten  and 
twelve,) — (ifr.  I\»nlinton,) — brought  up, 
and  read  the  first  time. 
Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed. 
That  the  said  Olauae  be  now  read  a 
second  time," 
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Mr.  MATTHEWS  said,  he  hoped  the 
House  would  see  no  difficulty  in  accept- 
ing the  clause,  as  it  would  be  accepted 
by  the  Government. 

Mr.  BURT  said,  he  was  willing  to 
accept  it  as  a  compromise;  but  hon. 
Members  had  shown  themselves  in  such 
a  combative  humour  when  the  same 
point  was  raised  earlier  that  he  would 
be  justified  in  dividing  against  the  pro- 
posal. He  would  not,  however,  follow 
an  evil  example. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Clause  aided. 

Mr.  CUNNINGHAME    GEAHAM 

(Lanark,  N.W.),  in  moving  the  following 
New  Clause : — 

**  In  Scotland,  no  workman  shall  be  employed 
below  ground  in  any  mine  to  whieh  this  Act 
applies  (except  in  cases  of  emergency)  for  a 
long(.'r  period  than  eight  (8)  consecutive  hours, 
and  for  more  than  eight  (8)  hours  in  any  twenty- 
four  hours, when  the  mine  is  worked  on  the  single 
shift  system.  The  period  of  such  employment 
shall  bo  deemed  to  begin  at  the  time  of  leaving 
the  surface,  and  to  end  at  the  time  of  returning 
to  tho  surface," 

said,  ho  knew  the  clause  would  meet 
with  considerable  opposition  ;  but  it  was 
a  singular  fact  that  all  the  Members  for 
Lanarkshire,  irrespective  of  Party,  were 
agreed  upon  the  question.  The  clause 
was  framed  to  avoid  opposition  as  far  as 
possible.  It  was  framed  to  apply  only 
to  Scotland,  where  there  were  65,000 
miners — men  who  dug  the  coal  they 
talked  about  here — united  as  one  man 
in  their  demand  for  the  clause.  He  did 
not  claim  for  one  moment  to  represent 
the  miners  of  Scotland  more  than  any 
of  the  other  Members  for  Scotland  who 
had  miners  in  their  constituencies,  ex- 
cept on  this  one  clause  ;  and  on  that  he 
claimed  to  be  their  spokesman  and  to 
speak  for  them.  He  knew  that  not  a 
single  voice  would  be  raised  from  the 
miners  in  Scotland  to  controvert  or  tra- 
verse one  single  proposal  that  he  should 
lay  before  the  House.  It  was  said  he 
was  asking  for  a  new  thing.  One  would 
think  he  wished  to  subvert  the  Constitu- 
tion by  taking  out  the  Mace  from  the 
Table  and  pawning  it,  or  something  of 
that  sort.  It  was  said  that  Parliament 
had  never  interfered  with  adult  labour, 
and  that  this  was  a  question  which 
should  be  left  to  individual  exertion — 
that  the  minors  in  Scotland  were  strong 
enough  to  agitate  for  therasolvos  and  to 
get  what  they  wanted  carried  into  law. 


Whether  or  not  the  minera  in  England 
were  strong  enough  to  agitate  for  them- 
selves and  get  their  wishes  carried  oat, 
the  miners  in  Scotland  were  not  able 
to  do  80.      In  proof  of  that  he  would 
allude    to    the    strike    now    going  on 
amongst  the  Broxburn e  shale  miners. 
Those    men    had    lowered    the    hours 
of  labour  by  organization.     TVbat  had 
happened  ?    They  were  now  on  strike, 
simply  and    solely  because    their  em- 
ployers had  been  able  to  break  up  their 
organization,  and  would  not  open  the 
mines,  unless  the  miners  consented  to 
work  9)^  hours  from  bank  to  bank.  More 
than  that,    800   of  them — 120,  as  the 
Home  Secretary  said — were  that  very 
day  being  evicted   from   their  homes. 
And  in  what  condition  ?     Anyone  who 
knew  the    miners   of    Scotland  would 
know  the  miserable  condition  those  men 
were  in — that  little  by  little  they  had 
disposed  of   their  wretched  goods  and 
chattels.    He  (Mr.  Graham)  appealed 
to  anyone  who  had  seen  the  eviction  of 
a  miner's  family  whether    a  wretched 
rickety  table,  a  dirty  chair,  and  a  few 
pots  and  pans  did  not  constitute  their 
whole  household  gods  ?    In  the  face  of  a 
scene  like  that  they  were  to  have  poli- 
tical economy — supply  and    demand— 
and  the  mumbo-jumbo  of  books  thrust 
down  their  throats.     They  were  to  sit 
there  prating  and  prating,  and  65,000 
men  who  came  to  them  in  their  simple 
faith  were  to  go  away  empty-handed. 
He  had  been  challenged  to  produce  a 
single  instance  where  a  properly  accre- 
dited body  of  working  men  haa  passed 
a  resolution    in    favour  of  the  Eight 
Hours'  Movement.    The  Trades  Unions 
Congress  at  Nottingham  in  1883  unani- 
mously passed  a  resolution  to  that  effect, 
and  the  Trades  Council  of  Glasgow  in 
January  of  this  year  unanimously  passed 
a  similar  resolution.     Were  those  not 
properly  accredited  bodies  of  workmen, 
whose  opinions  went  for  something  on 
this  subject?   But  he  supposed  it  would 
be  said  that  trades  unions,  as  a  whole, 
had  not  spoken  out,  and  given  them 
their  opinion.     Far  be  it  from  him  to 
attack  trades  unions  ;  but  he  wished  to 
supplement  trades  unionism.     Where 
trades  unionism  was  too  weak  to  protect 
the  working  classes,  he  wished  Parlia- 
ment to  step  in  and  g^ve  them  that  pro- 
tection by  giving  them  an  eight  hoars' 
day.     It  had  been  said  that  they  would 
be  opening  the  gate  to  other  questions 
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of  a  yastly  wider  scope  by  accepting  this 
Amendment.  If  they  did  so,  he  for  one 
would  be  glady  because  he  wished  to  see 
this  principle  applied  to  every  trade  in 
the  country.  But  before  sitting  down 
ho  would  like  to  say  this.  If  they  passed 
this  eight  hours'  clause,  and  he  had  great 
hopes  they  would  do  so,  it  would  not 
interfere  one  jot,  tittle,  or  iota  with  any 
other  district  where  the  men  had  al- 
ready obtained  by  their  own  exertions 
what  he  was  now  seeking  for  these 
miners  in  Scotland.  The  clause  only 
fixed  a  maximum.  It  did  not  force  the 
men  to  work  up  to  that  maximum,  but, 
of  course,  it  said  that  beyond  eight 
hours  they  should  not  work  in  the  mine. 
It  was  a  question  of  great  importance  to 
the  future  welfare  of  the  miners  in  Soot- 
land,  and  if  hon.  Members  opposite, 
who,  he  was  willing  to  believe,  were 
anxious  to  do  what  they  could  for  the 
miners,  could  not  vote  with  him,  he  en- 
treated them  not  to  vote  against  him, 
but  to  walk  out,  and  not  defeat  those 
who  really  knew  what  they  were  talking 
about,  and  who  did  know  something 
about  the  matter.  On  this  question  he 
claimed  to  be  the  practical  man,  and 
that  those  who  disagreed  with  him  were 
the  academicians.  The  question  was 
none  of  his  raising.  For  his  sins  and 
theirs,  he  had  been  speaking  lately  in 
every  mining  district  in  Scotland,  at# 
some  63  or  64  meetings,  and  at  every 
one  of  them  a  resolution  was  unani- 
mously carried  in  favour  of  eight  hours 
a-day.  The  miners  of  Scotland  were 
looking  to  this  House  to  holp  them  in 
this  matter,  and  he  hoped  every  Mem- 
ber would  bring  a  fair  and  unbiased 
judgment  to  bear  upon  the  question. 

Clause  (Eight  working  hours)  (Scotch 
Mines,) — {Mr.  Cunninghame  Graham,) — 
brought  up,  and  read  the  first  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
''That  the  said  Clause  be  now  read  a 
second  time." 

Me.  H.  F.  H.  ELLIOT  (Ayrshire.  N.) 
said,  he  was  sorry  he  could  not  agree 
with  the  hon.  Gentleman's  proposal,  al- 
though ho  confessed  that  it  was  brouc^ht 
forward  with  the  object  of  remedying 
evils  which  undoubtedly  existed.  No 
doubt,  the  miners  of  Scotland — in  Ayr- 
shire, at  any  rate — were  in  what  might 
be  called  a  bad  way.  They  had  to  work 
nine  and  10  hours  a-day,and  no  one  who 
knew  anything  about  work    in    mines 
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would  say  that  10  hours  was  a  reason- 
able period.  But  ho  doubted  very  much 
whether  he  would  better  their  position 
by  this  clause.  It  was  framed  on  an 
entirely  wrong  principle.  It  would,  he 
believed,  be  injurious  to  the  employers  ; 
but  it  would  most  of  all  be  injurious  to 
the  miners  themselves.  In  his  opinion, 
there  was  no  more  precious  possession 
to  a  workman  than  the  power  to  sell  his 
labour ;  and  it  was  far  better  that  a  man 
should,  if  he  liked,  work  10  hours  and 
make  more  money  than  that  he  should 
work  a  shorter  time  and  earn  less.  It 
was  true  that  the  hon.  Member,  if  ho 
did  not  represent  all  the  miners  of  Scot- 
land on  this  question,  represented  at 
least  a  large  majority,  say  three - 
fourths,  of  them;  yet  he  (Mr.  Elliot) 
could  not  support  the  new  clause,  be- 
cause he  did  not  believe  it  to  be  in  the 
interests  of  the  men  themselves  that  it 
should  be  adopted.  What  he  had 
always  told  the  men,  and  by  so  doing 
he  had  angered  the  employers,  was  that 
they  should  do  all  they  possibly  could 
to  strengthen  their  union,  and  thereby 
make  the  best  terms  they  could,  and 
sell  their  labour  on  the  best  terms  they 
could  secure,  but  not  to  introduce  this 
restriction  of  labour. 

Mr.  MATTHEWS  said,  he  hoped  the 
discussion  would  not  be  prolonged.  Tho 
matter  had  been  thoroughly  threshed 
out  in  Committe,  and  it  was  quite  ob- 
vious that  the  Government  could  not  on 
the  third  reading  pass  by  a  side  wind 
what  would  practically  amount  to  an 
Eight  Hours'  Act.,  and  he  therefore 
trusted  that  the  clause  would  not  be 
Dressed 

Mr.  "pICKARD  (York,  W.R.,  Nor- 
manton)  said,  he  had  hoped  that  as  tho 
clause  was  confined  to  Scotland,  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  would  have  seen 
his  way  to  accept  it. 

Dr.  OLABK  (Caithness)  said,  the  hon. 
Member  (Mr.  H.  F.  H.  Elliot)  was  not 
representing  his  constituents  in  tho 
matter,  for  he  (Dr.  Clark)  received  a 
number  of  letters  from  North  Ayrshire 
miners,  who  were  very  anxious  to  have 
an  eight  hours'  measure  passed.  He  was 
glad  the  hon.  Member  had  so  clearly 
expressed  his  views  upon  the  subject ; 
but  it  was  to  be  remembered  that  tho 
clause  was  not  an  Eight  Hours'  Bill 
generally,  but  a  clause  that  would  apply 
to  only  a  portion  of  the  men.  The  Home 
Secretary    must   surely    consider    that 

2  N 
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eight  hours'  absence  from  the  sunshine,  learned  Member  called  **  a  just  and  rea- 

eight  hours  in  the  bowels  of  the  earth,  sonable  cause"  of  dismissal.     The  clause 

and  in  a  fsotid  atmosphere,  was  quite  would    also    make     employment    per- 

long  enough  for  one  day  for  any  man.  manent,  continuous,   and  for  life,  and 

It  was  quite  possible  that  if  the  House  there  was  no  reason  why  a  principle  of 

rejected  the  clause,  the  Scotch  miners,  that  kind,   if  adopted,  should   not  be 

who   hitherto    had  not  been    so    well  extended  to  employments  of  every  kind. 

organized  as  the  English  miners,  would  Mr.  BUBT  said,  the  difficulty  he  saw 

organize  for  the  purpose  of  enforcing  its  in  the  way  of  the  adoption  of  the  clause 

provisions  by  their  own  action ;  but  still  was  not  that  pointed  out  by  the  right 

it  would  be  a  greater  boon  if  the  House  hon.  Gentleman — that  if  it  was  incor- 

agreed  to  gi^e  it  them  now.      If  the  porated  in  the  Bill,  it  would  be  necessary 

House  was  going  to  legislate  in  accord-  to  extend  its  provisions  to  other  employ- 

ance  with  the  wishes  of  the  miners  of   ments.      That,   if    the  principle    itself 

Scotland,  they  would  certainly  pass  the  were  sound,  would  not,  in  his  opinion, 

clauso.  be  a  fatal  objection ;  but  he  thought 

^      ..           .  on   the   fiTOund    of   equity  if  an   em- 

Question  put.  p^^^^^^  J^^^  ^^j^^  ^^^  workmen  pro- 

The  House  divided:— A,jes  24;  Noes  per    notice,   was  liable     to    have    his 

84  :  Majority  60.— (Div.  List,  No.  445.)  conduct  challenged,  then    a    workman 

Mb.  CONYBEAEE  (Cornwall,  Cam-  ^^^o  caused  his  employer  inconvenience 

borne),  in  moving  the  insertion  of  the  by  leaving  his  employment,  although  he 

following  New  Clause :—  ^^  1^18  turn  might  have  given  proper 

"  In  any  action  by  a  minor  for  wrongful  die-  ^<>*if®»    must  also   be  Hable  to  have  his 

missal,  it  shall  bo  competent  for  such  miner,  conduct    challenged.      It^  was     obviOUS 

notwithstanding  that  he   has   received    legal  that   it  would  be  very  difficult  to  canj 

notice  of  dismissal,  to  prove  that  he  was  dis-  out  a  provision  of  this  kind.       If  the 

niissed  without  just  or  reasonable  cause,  and  ^ouse  would  do  anything  to  prevent  or 

thereupon  he  shall  be  entitled  to  such  compensa-  ,     .    T    ,.          v     "B  •;*' r*"'^**  "' 

tion  as  the  court  may  deem  fit,"  remedy  injustice  or  narosmp,  ne  snoald 

said,  he  would  call  the  attention  of  hon.  ^®  T^^^^S^  to  see  it  done ;  but  he  must 

Members  to  a  case  in  which  a  miner  had  f^^  *^^*  a™"*  f^  best  consideration  he 

been  unjustly    dismissed  for   refusing  ^?f  ^^^'l  ?H^®  ^  «^T®  *^  **^®  matter,  he 

to    work     for    24     hours    *'on   end."  ^i^  not  think  that  the  clause  in  its  pre- 

He  contended  that  in  all  cases  of  dis-  ,??'^*  »^'*P®  ^^^^\  be  adopted    by  the 

missal,  a  workman  should  have  the  right  House,  and  he  therefore  hoped  that  it 

of  forcing  his  employer  to  prove  that  "^""^^  °™^n®i??^"T.        -^     ^ 

the  dismissal  was  right  and  equitable,  ^^'  CONYBEAJIE    said,^  he    was 

even  although  the  ordinary  notice  had  aware  the  clause  was  greatly  m  advance 

been  given.  of  existing  legislation,   and  he    would 

r^^          /ri               x-       x        •          n  therefore  withdraw  it. 
Clause  (Compensation  to  miners  for 

wrongful  dismissal,)— (J/r.    Conyheare,)  Motion   and  Clause,   by  leave,  with- 

— brought  up,  and  read  the  first  time.  drawn. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  Mr.  CONYBEARB,  in  moving  the 

**That  the  said  Clauso  be  now  read  a  insertion  of  the  following  New C^use:— 

second  time 

nr      lirAmaitTTiiTrrcr      -j    i  "  Xo  miner  shaU  be  required  to  take  OT  occupy 

Mr.  MA.iiJtliljW»S  said,  ho  was  sorry  any  house  belonging  to  the  mineowner  as  a 


he  could  not  accept  the  proposal,  as  he  condition  of  his  employment,  and  in  all  oases 

considered  the  provisions  already  in  itho  "^'^^^^  ™^°®y?  occupy  houses  belonging  to  the 

BiU  were  sufficient.  At  present.  althoUgh  rntHolL^t'tl^l'lroTtr^'d^^ 

hardship  might  sometimes  arise,  it  was  and  every  miner  so  occupying  a  house  shall  be 

sufficient  reason  at  law  for  a  man's  dis-  entitled  to  one  clear  month*8  notice  to  quit  be- 

missal,  that  it  should  no  longer  suit  an  ^^^^  ^^^^S  ejected  therefrom," 

employer  to  keep  him  in  his  employ-  said,    he    did    not  know  whether  the 

ment ;   but  the   present    clause    would  rumour  was  correct  that  the  right  hon. 

introduce  an  entirely  n^  principle —  Gentleman  the  Home  Seoretary  was  in- 

namely,  that  although  a  mA®'®^  acted  clined  to  look  with  some  favour  upon  his 

within  his   legal    right    hetij^^^*  Paj  clause  if  a  modification  was  made  from 

^^°^P®J8ation  unless  ho  could  prt?^®  ^^**  *  month's  notice  to  a  fortnight's.    At 

there  had    been    what  the    hou'*    *^^  present,  miners  in  the  North  of  England 

■^r.  Ciarl: 
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and  in  Scotland  occupied  cottages  built 
by  the  owners,  the  rents  of  which  were 
deducted  from  the  wages  in  advance ; 
and  on  the  occasion  of  strikes,  or  when 
there  was  a  difference,  the  men  were  at 
the  mercy  of  their  employers,  and  were 
liable  to  be  turned  out  at  a  moment's 
notice.  He  had  visited  the  miners  of 
Scotland  recently,  and  he  had  seen  their 
miserable  dwellings,  not  fit  for  pigs,  far 
less  human  beings.  In  many  cases,  the 
condition  of  these  villages  was  of  the 
most  distressing  character.  There  was 
one  village  which  he  had  in  his  mind 
called  Paradise ;  but  anything  more  op- 
posite to  one's  usual  idea  of  Paradise  it 
was  impossible  to  conceive.  No  provi- 
sion was  made  in  most  of  these  villages 
for  anything  except  the  coarsest  appe- 
tites and  passions  of  the  population, 
such  as  gin  palaces  and  public-houses. 
There  was  nothing  like  a  reading-room 
in  many  of  them,  and  in  some  cases 
there  was  not  e^en  a  chapel  or  a  church. 
At  that  very  time,  a  great  many  people 
were  being  evicted  in  connection  with  a 
strike  going  on  in  Scotland.  He  had  a 
letter  asking  him  to  attend  a  meeting 
that  day,  and  in  that  letter  they  said 
that  after  a  struggle  of  se^en  or  eight 
weeks,  they  were  being  evicted  simply 
to  force  them  into  acceptance  of  their 
employers'  terms,  which  were  17  per 
cent  reduction,  although  the  average 
wage  was  not  more  than  3f .  %d.  per  day, 
the  abolition  of  the  nine  hours  from 
bank  to  bank,  and  the  enforcement  of 
the  condition  that  the  men  should  not 
be  allowed  to  combine  for  their  mutual 
protection  against  arbitrary  demands  on 
the  part  of  their  employers.  In  placing 
this  clause  upon  the  Paper  he  was  the 
spokesman  of  the  miners  of  Scotland. 
It  was  not  of  his  own  motion  that  he 
had  brought  this  matter  forward ;  but 
because  he  had  seen  the  misery  in  which 
the  men  lived,  and  because  he  had  at- 
tended a  large  number  of  meetings,  at 
which  resolutions  were  unanimously 
passed  on  the  subject ;  and  therefore  he 
felt  it  his  duty  to  speak  in  their  behalf 
in  this  House. 

Clause  (Occupation  of  cottage  not  to  be 
a  condition  of  hiring,)  —  {Mr,  Cony' 
beare,) — brought  up,  and  read  the  first 
time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
''That  the  said  Clause  be  now  read  a 
second  time." 


Mr.  MATTHEWS  said,  he  would 
admit  that  hardship  might  occur  in  some 
cases ;  but  it  seemed  to  him  unreasonable 
on  the  other  hand,  that  any  man,  be- 
cause  he  was  a  miner  occupying  a  house, 
should  necessarily  be  entitled  to  a 
month's  notice  to  quit.  If  he  paid  his 
rent  weekly,  he  was  entitled  only  to  a 
week's  notice  in  the  same  way  as  any 
other  occupier  who  was  not  a  miner. 
Hundreds  of  thousands  of  the  working 
population  of  this  country  had  only  a 
weekly  tenancy  of  their  houses,  and 
were  liable  to  be  turned  out  at  a  week's 
notice.  That  part  of  the  clause,  there- 
fore, was  unreasonable.  Then  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member  would  not  allow 
the  rent  to  be  deducted  froift  the  wages  ; 
but  the  House,  when  dealing  with  the 
Truck  Act  this  Session,  allowed  that  to 
be  done.  As  to  that  portion  of  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member's  clause,  providing 
that  a  miner  should  not  be  required  to 
occupy  a  house  belonging  to  a  mine- 
owner  as  a  condition  of  his  employment, 
that,  he  thought,  would  be  a  hard  and 
unreasonable  thing  to  do.  Therefore, 
while  hoping  that  the  miners  in  Scot- 
land were  not  treated  harshly  in  this 
respect  by  their  employers,  he  did  not 
think  the  proposed  clause  was  a  wise 
way  of  procuring  relief  for  any  hardship 
that  might  exist. 

Mr.  PICKAED  (York,  W.R.,  Nor- 
manton)  said,  that  this  was  a  question 
which  did  not  affect  Scotland  alone,  be- 
cause, in  Yorkshire,  all  the  mining 
communities  were  very  much  affected 
through  want  of  freedom  on  the  part  of 
the  colliers  to  reside  in  houses  of  their 
own  choice.  It  was  held  in  many 
quarters  of  the  House  to  be  a  very 
wrong  thing  to  eject  tenants  in  Ireland  ; 
but,  in  this  respect,  the  colliers  at  a 
great  many  collieries  were  quite  as  much 
deserving  of  sympathy  as  the  Irish  ten- 
antry, ior  not  only  were  the  colliers 
obliged  to  take  houses  belonging  to  the 
colliery  proprietors,  and  not  only  were 
the  rents  stopped  from  their  wages,  but 
they  could  be  ejected  without  substan- 
tial notice.  The  miner  ought  to  be 
allowed  to  live  in  a  house  the  rent  of 
which  was  not  above  his  means.  In 
some  places  in  Yorkshire  notices  were 
issued  now  and  then  by  the  colliery  pro- 
prietors stating  that  if  the  men  did  not 
live  in  their  houses  they  should  be 
compelled  to  leave  their  work.  If  any- 
thing could  be  done  to  obviate  this  evil, 
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Amendment  proposed,  in  page  4,  line 
36,  after  the  word  ** shall,"  to  insert  the 
words  '^  unless  the  mine  is  exempted  by 
order  of  a  Secretary  of  State.'' — {Mr, 
J^arnea.) 

Question,  '^That  those  words  be  there 
inserted,"  put,  and  negatived. 

Amendment  proposed, 

In  page  4,  line  37,  to  leave  out  from  the 
word  **  weight,"  to  the  word  "accordingly," 
in  line  38,  both  inclusive,  in  order  to  insert  the 
words  **  Actual  weight  gotten  by  them  of  the 
mineral  contracted  to  be  gotten,  and  the 
mineral  gotten  by  them  shall  bo  truly  weighed 
at  a  place  as  near  to  the  pit  mouth  as  is  reason- 
ably practicable.'*— (J/>'.  Secretary  Matthews.) 

Question  proposed,  **  That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
the  Bill." 

Mb.  BIJET  said,  he  and  those  asso* 
ciated  with  him  preferred  the  clause  in 
its  original  form.  He  was  sorry  that  a 
full  explanation  had  not  been  youchsafed 
on  the  Amendment.  Not  having  had 
time  to  fully  consider  them,  he  was  not 
prepared  to  express  a  definite  opinion  on 
the  many  Amendments  introduced  by 
the  Home  Secretary,  and  he  should 
prefer  to  take  a  Division  against  one  in 
order  to  record  his  protest,  leaving  it  to 
the  Government  to  carry  them  on  their 
own  responsibility. 

Mr.  MATTHEWS  said,  the  Amend- 
monts  he  had  placed  on  the  Paper  to 
Clauses  12  and  18  were  the  only  ones  he 
had  put  down,  except  such  as  were  sug- 
gested in  the  course  of  the  proceedings 
in  Committee.  The  Amendment  now 
before  the  House,  and  some  consequen- 
tial Amendments,  were  intended  to  meet 
the  decision  given  by  the  Court  of 
Quoen*8  Bench  in  the  case  of  the  Nether- 
seal  Coal  Company.  That  decision  was 
a  most  startling  one.  It  amounted  to 
this,  that  every  ounce  of  mineral,  what- 
ever it  were — coal,  stone,  or  anything 
else  got  out  of  the  mine— must  be  paid 
for,  unless  the  deductions  from  that  groes 
amount  were  ascertained  by  the  banks- 
man and  the  checkweigher  both  being 
present,  and  that,  for  instance,  any  as- 
certainment of  the  deduction  by  **  Billy 
Fairplay  "  would  be  of  no  avail  at  all  if 
the  checkweigher  was  not  present ;  so 
that  the  owner  was  liable  to  pay  for  half 
a  ton  of  stone  brought  up  with  half  a 
ton  of  coal.  That  was  a  result  so  unjust 
that  he  could  not  allow  the  Bill  to  pass 
with  those  defects  in  it.  The  changes  he 
proposed  to  introduce  were  to  this  effect. 


He  provided  that  the  ded  actions  might 
be  ascertained  in  three  ways.  First,  by 
any  special  mode  that  might  be  agreed 
on  between  the  owner  and  the  men.  That 
let  in  all  such  arrangements  as  the  use  of 
a  *^  Billy  Fairplay/'  and  the  establish- 
ment of  a  certain  average  percentage  for 
dirt,  stones,  and  so  on.  Secondly,  he 
provided  that  the  workmen  might,  if 
they  thought  fit,  have  a  separate  check- 
weigher  on  the  spot  to  determine  the 
deductions  together  with  the  banksman 
or  representative  of  the  owner;  and, 
lastly,  if  the  workmen  did  not  care  to 
appoint  a  checkweigher,  or  if  that  check- 
weifi^her  was  culpably  absent,  then  the 
banksman  or  man  appointed  by  the 
owner  was  empowered  to  go  on  alone 
and  determine  the  deductions;  He  had 
endeavoured  to  protect  the  interests  both 
of  the  owner  and  of  the  men.  The  de- 
ductions would,  he  thought,  be  fairly 
made  under  the  plan  which  he  proposed. 
Of  course  no  one  would  wish  that  an 
owner  should  be  compelled  to  pay  for 
stone  as  if  it  were  coal.  He  very  much 
regretted  to  have  to  introduce  the  Amend- 
ment on  the  Eeport  stage ;  but,  in  view 
of  the  decision  to  which  he  had  referred, 
he  felt  he  would  be  very  much  to  blame 
if  he  did  not  attempt  to  clear  up  the 
point. 

Me.  FENWICK  (Northumberland, 
Wansbeck)  asked  if  the  decision  referred 
to  was  not  based  on  the  fact  that  the 
**  Billy  Fairplay"  was  situated  40  yards 
from  where  the  checkweigher  was,  and 
he  therefore  could  not  superintend  the 
operation  ? 

Me.  BAENE8  (Derbyshire,  Chester- 
field) said,  he  thought  the  Amendment 
reasonable,  and  hoped  that  after  the  ex- 
planation of  tho  Home  Secretary,  which 
must  be  held  to  be  satisfactory,  the  oppo- 
sition would  be  withdrawn. 

Mb.  W.  ABRAHAM  (GHamorgan, 
Rhondda;  expressed  his  obligations  to 
the  Home  Secretary  for  the  trouble  he 
had  taken  in  the  interests  of  the  work- 
men, and  regretted  that  as  the  matter 
was  one  of  vital  importance  to  the  men, 
he  and  his  Friends  would  be  obliged  to 
divide  the  House. 

Me.  CUNNINGHAME  GRAHAM, 
at  the  request  of  the  men  of  South  Staf- 
fordshire, hoped  that  the  bon.  Member 
would  divide  the  House 

SiE  JOSEPH  PEASE  (Durham,  Bar- 
nard Castle)  regretted  that  the  hon.' 
Member  felt  it  necessary  to  take  the 
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son  so  of  the  House  on  the  matter.  He 
would  point  out  that  it  was  not  a  hard- 
and-fast  law  which  was  proposed,  but 
one  that  could  be  amended  in  case  of 
necessity.  He  thought  it  would  be 
better  to  leave  the  matter  in  the 
1  lands  of  the  Home  Secretary.  He 
himself  had  not  as  yet  had  time  to 
consider  the  effect  of  the  Amendment ; 
but  he  should  support  it,  feeling  sure 
that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
only  introduced  it  to  meet  a  difficulty 
which  might  arise. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided : — Ayes  43  ;  Noes 
87  :  Majority  44.— (Div.  List,  No.  447.) 

Question, 

**  That  the  words  *  Actual  weight  gotten  by 
them  of  tho  mineral  contracted  to  be  gotten, 
and  tho  mineral  gotten  by  them  shall  l^  truly 
weighed  at  a  place  as  near  to  the  pit  mouth  as 
is  reasonably  practicable,'  be  there  inserted,'* 

— put,  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HERMON- HODGE  (Lancashire, 
Accrington),  in  moving,  in  page  6,  line 
1 1 ,  to  insert  the  following  sub-section : — 

"  Where  it  is  proved  to  the  satisfaction  of  a 
Secretary  of  State,  in  the  case  of  any  mine  or 
class  of  mines,  to  be  expedient  that  the  persons 
employed  therein  should,  upon  the  joint  repre- 
sentation of  the  owner  or  owners  of  any  such 
mine  or  class  of  mines  and  the  said  persons,  be 
paid  by  any  method  other  than  that  provided 
by  this  Act,  such  Secretary  of  State  may,  if  he 
think  fit,  by  order  allow  the  same,  either  with- 
out conditions  or  during  the  time  and  on  the 
conditions  specified  in  the  order,'' 

said,  there  were  many  localities  in  which 
the  men  were  now  paid  by  measure  and 
were  satisfied.  Why  should  the  House 
step  into  a  district  where  masters  and 
men  were  satisfied  with  the  basis  upon 
which  wages  were  paid  and  force  upon 
them  a  system  which  they  did  not  want  ? 
This  alteration  was  in  the  interest  of 
small  collieries,  which  ought  not  to 
be  saddled  with  the  expense  of  pro- 
viding weighing  machinery  and  a  check 
weigher. 

Amendment  proposed, 

In  page  5,  line  11,  after  the  word  **  other,'' 
to  insert  the  words  *'  where  it  is  proved  to  the 
satisfaction  of  a  Secretary  of  State,  in  the  case 
of  any  mine  or  class  of  mines,  to  be  expedient 
that  the  persons  employed  therein  should,  upon 
the  joint  representation  of  the  owner  or  owners 
of  any  such  mine  or  class  of  mines,  and  the 
said  persons  be  paid  by  any  method  other  than 
that  provided  by  this  Act,  such  Secretary  of 
State  may,  if  he  think  fit,  by  order  allow  the 
aamo  either  without  conditions  or  during  the 


time   and  on  the  conditions  specified  in  the 
order." —  ( Mr.  Bermon-  Eodge. ) 

Question  proposed,  ''That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

Me.  MATTHEWS  said,  he  should 
support  his  hon.  Friend's  Amendment. 
He  would  give  one  instance.  A  col- 
liery owner  had  written  to  him,  saying 
that  he  had  a  colliery  which  he  kept  open 
simply  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  coal 
for  a  pumping  machine,  and  asking 
whether  he  must  have  a  weighing 
machine,  merely  in  order  to  ascertain  the 
pay  of  the  one  or  two  colliers  who  got 
the  coal.  He  (Mr.  Matthews)  thought 
the  clause  would  apply  only  to  a  few 
cases  such  as  this,  and  would  thus  avoid 
instances  of  hardship. 

Mr.  FENWICK  thought  this  was 
rather  an  ingenious  way  of  inserting  an 
Amendment  which  had  already  been 
negatived  by  the  House,  and  stood  in 
the  name  of  the  hon.  and  learned  Mem- 
ber for  Preston  (Mr.  Tomlinson),  but 
which  he  was  not  in  his  place  to  move 
when  it  was  called.  He  (Mr.  Fenwick) 
had  a  most  decided  objection  to  the  House 
being  asked  to  leave  it  optional  on  the 
part  of  the  employers  and  employed  to 
say  how  they  would  pay  and  be  paid.  In 
every  mine,  a  man  should  be  paid  accord- 
ing to  the  actual  amounts  of  mineral 
which  was  got  out  of  it,  but  if  this 
Amendment  were  agreed  to,  it  would 
simply  enable  the  Home  Secretary  to 
exempt  any  colliery  he  thought  fit  from 
paying  by  weight.  There  was  nothing 
in  the  proposed  sub- section  to  confine 
the  change  to  small  collieries,  and,  that 
being  so,  he  had  no  doubt  they  would 
have  large  collieries  exempted  from  the 
provisions  of  the  Bill  as  well  as  small 
ones,  if  the  proposal  of  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man was  agreed  to.  He  sincerely  hoped 
the  House  would  reject  the  Amendment, 
notwithstanding  the  fact  that  the  Home 
Secretary  had  accepted  it. 

Mr.  tomlinson  (Preston)  said,  he 
was  accidentally  absent  when  his  Amend- 
ment was  called ;  but  he  did  not  think  it 
was  necessary  for  giving  efi'ect  to  the 
present  Amendment,  and  he  hoped  the 
House  would  support  it.  Last  night,  he 
was  met  by  a  deputation  of  miners,  re- 
presenting a  district  where  there  was  a 
number  of  small  mines,  and  they  ex* 
pressed  a  unanimous  opinion  in  favour 
of  a  proposal  of  this  kind. 

Mr.  W.  ABRAHAM  (Glamorgan, 
Bhondda)  said,  he  felt  it  to  be  his  im« 


state  by  reason  of  the  thinDssa  of  tho  Beaml  or 
otber  exigencies  affectiog  that  mme  or  class 
of  mines,  and  an  long  as  tho  conditions  (if 
anv)  annexed  to  the  order  of  exemption  are 
duly  observed," 

said,  that  representationB  had  been  made 
to  him  that  in  thin  seam  distriots,  al- 
though the  shafts  might  be  a  mile  or 
more  apart,  the  aeams  were  so  thin  that 
in  working  the  coat  you  did  not  get 
anything  like  a  height  of  four  feet, 
whioh  was  now  the  increased  height 
required. 

Amendment  proposed. 

In  page  9,  line  42,  after  the  word  "  obaerved," 
to  insort,  aa  a  new  paragraph,  the  words, — 
"  The  forgoing  provisions  of  this  Act  as  to 
the  dimonsione  of  the  communication  between 
two  shafta  or  outlets,  shall  not  apply  to  any 
mine  or  class  of  mines  so  long  as  the  same  is 
exempted  therefrom  by  order  of  a  Secretary  of 
Htato  by  reaeon  of  the  thinness  of  the  seams  or 
other  exigencies  affecting  that  mine  or  class  of 
mines,  end  so  long  as  tho  conditions  (if  anv^ 
annexed  to  the  order  of  exemption  are  duly 
obsBTvad."— (Afr.  Secretary  Matthewi.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  HERMON-HODGE  entirely  en- 
dorsed all  that  had  fallen  from  the  lips 
of  the  Home  Secretary,  and  earnestly 
begged  the  House  to  accept  the  clause 
which  was  essential  to  the  working  of 
tlie  thin  seamed  mines  in  the  consti- 
tuency whioh  he  represented. 

Mb.  W.  ABEAHAM  (Glamorgan, 
Bhondda)  said,  tho  hon.  Members  upon 
the  Government  Benches  spoke  as  if 
there  were  no  thin  aeams  except  in  the 
parts  of  the  North  of  England  with 
whioh  they  were  connected.  II  they 
went  down  to  South  Wales,  and  saw 
seams  there  only  22  inches  wide,  they 
would  Bclcuawledge  that  there  were  tUin 
aeams  somewhere  else  than  in  their  dis- 
trict. 

Ma.  FENWICK  said,  he  thought  the 
Home  Secretary  would  be  well  advised  if 
he  withdrew  the  Amendment.  It  was 
an  entirely  new  Amendment,  for  they 
had  no  opportunity  of  considering  it  in 
Committee. 

Mb.  BARNES  supported  the  Amend- 
ment. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided  .-—Ayes  B2  ;  Noes 
63  :  Majority  29.— (Div.  List,  No.  i-18.) 

Olauae,  as  amended,  agreid  to. . 

Clauses  19  to  23,  inclusivo,  agreed  to. 

Clause  24  {Proceedings  and  powers  of 
boards  for  appointing  examinera). 
Ifr  Matthewi 


[00UM0N8)  BeguUtton  Bitt.  1106 

Amendment  proposed. 
In  page  12,  line  15,  after  the   word  "  Eing- 
im,"  to  insert  the  words  "and  that  the  exa- 
minations and  qualificationa  of  applicants  tor 
second  class  certificates  shall  be  snitablo  for 


'—{Mr.    Setrilnry 
latthewi.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 


working  miners,"  and  to  insert  in  their 
place  "  underlookers  or  overmen." 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  proposed 
Amendment,  to  Uavo  out  the  words 
"  working  miners,"  and  insert  the  wordi 
"  underlookers  or  overmen,"  — (Jfr. 
Tumlituim.) 

Qusation  proposed,  "That  the  vordi 
'  working  miners'  stand  part  of  the  pro- 
posed Amendment." 

Ma.  W.  ABRAHAM  (Glamorgan, 
Bhonnda)  said  he  could  not  assent  to 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman's  (Mr. 
Tomlinaon's)  proposal,  as  its  effect  would 
be  that  working  miners  would  be  ex- 
cluded from  the  examinations. 

Mk.  MATTHEWS  aaid,  that  aU  that 
was  wanted  was  that  only  qualified  men 
should  be  able  to  become  managers  or 
under-managers.  He  would,  therefore, 
accept  the  Amendment  of  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman.  In  Committee  he 
had  promised  that  the  examlaadon 
shoiild  not  be  such  as  to  exclude  work- 
ing miners  from  those  positions,  but 
they  ought  to  secure  men  who  were 
likely  to  ne  qualified  for  the  work. 

Hb.  W.  ABRAHAM  said,  he  pre- 
sumed that  the  right  hoo.  Gentleman 
did  not  mean  to  exclude  working  miners 
from  filling  the  higher  positions  in 
minea,  but  such  would  be  the  effect  of 
the  Amendment  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  Preston, 

era  JOSEPH  PEASE  said,  he  thought 
the  Amendment  of  the  Home  Secretary 
would  be  better  anamended. 

Mb.  FENWICK  objected  to  the 
Amendment  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man. The  Amendment,  aa  proposed  by 
the  hon.  and  learned  Memberfor  Preston 
— the  words"  practical  working  miner" 
— covered  all  that  was  desired  by  the 
words  "  underlooker  or  overman.' 

Mr.  STAVELEY  HILL  (Stafford- 
shire, Kingawinford)  said,  he  also  took 
the  same  view  as  the  hon,  Gentleman 
opposite  (Mr.  Fenwick], 
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Mr.  TOMLINSON  said,  he  had  no 
desire  to  exclude  practical  miners.  All 
ho  wished  was,  that  the  men  appointed 
managers  should  be  fit  for  the  respon- 
sible position  of  undorlookers  or  over- 
men. 

Mk.  FICKARD  said,  he  quite  agreed 
with  hishon.  Friends  that  by  the  Amend- 
ment working  miners  would  be  shut  out 
from  examination.  There  were  many 
working  miners  who  were  not  undor- 
lookers or  overmen,  but  who  were  quite 
capable  and  prepared  to  pass  the  exa- 
mination. 

Mr.  TOMLINSON  said,  he  would 
withdraw  his  proposed  Amendment  to 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  Amendment, 
and,  in  doing  so,  he  trusted  he  might 
be  allowed  to  explain  that  his  only  de- 
sire in  moving  it  was  that  the  most 
competent  working  men  should  be  ap- 
pointed to  the  higher  positions  in 
mines. 

Amendment  to  the  proposed  Amend- 
ment, by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clauses  25  to  33,  inclusive,  agreed  to. 

Clause  34  (Plan  of  mine  to  be  kept 
at  office). 

Mr.  J.  W.  SIDEBOTHAM  (Cheshire, 

Hyde),  in  moving  an  Amendment  that 

the  plan  should  show  the  workings  up 

to  a  date  not  more  than  three  months 

previously, 

'*  or  such  longer  period  not  exceeding  six 
months  as  the  inspector  may  determine,  having 
regard  to  special  circumstances  existing  at  any 
particular  mine,** 

said,  he  did  not  wish  to  reverse  the  de- 
cision of  the  Committee ;  but  the  Amend- 
ment he  now  proposed  had  the  approval 
of  the  Eepresentatives  of  the  mines  in 
his  constituency. 

Amendment  proposed, 

Tn  page  16,  line  14,  after  the  word  **  pre- 
viously," to  insert  the  words  "  or  such  longer 
period  not  exceeding  six  months  as  the  inspec- 
tor may  determine,  having  regard  to  special 
circumstances  existing  at  any  particular  mine.'* 
—{Mr.  J,  jr.  Sidehotham.) 

Question  proposed,  ''That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  MATTHEWS  said,  the  Commit- 
tee agreed  to  *' three"  months,  and  he 
did  not  think  the  House  would  be  dis- 
posed to  reverse  the  decision  arrived  at. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

On  the  Motion  of  Mr.  Tomlinson,  the 
following  Amendments  made :— In  page 


16,  line  39,  leave  out  ''  two  chains  to 
one  inch,"  and  insert  ^*  that  of  the  Ord- 
nance Survey  of  twenty- five  inches  to 
the  mile." 

Clause  35  (Notice  to  be  given  of  acci- 
dents in  mines). 

On  the  Motion  of  Mr.  Secretary  Mat- 
thews, the  following  Amendment  made: 
— In  page  17,  lino  21,  leave  out  from 
**  accident,"  to  ** unless,"  in  line  23,  and 
insert — 

'*  Until  the  expiration  of  at  least  three  days 
after  the  sending  of  such  notice  as  aforesaid  of 
such  explosion  or  accident,  or  until  the  visit  of 
the  place  hy  an  inspector,  whichever  first 
happens  or." 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clauses  36  to  38,  inclusive,  agreed  to. 

Clause  39  (Appointment  of  inspectors 
of  mines). 

An  Amendment  made. 

On  the  Motion  of  Mr.  Secretary  Mat- 
thews, the  following  Amendment  made: 
— At  end  of  Clause,  insert  as  a  new 
sub-section — 

*'  (5.)  The  salaries  of  the  inspectors  and  the 
expenses  incurred  by  them  or  by  a  Secretary  of 
State  in  the  execution  of  this  Act  shall  continue 
to  he  paid  out  of  moneys  to  be  provided  by 
Parliament." 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clauses  40  and  41  agreed  to. 

Clause  42  (Notice  by  inspector  of 
causes  of  danger  not  expressly  provided 
for). 

On  the  Motion  of  Mr.  Secretary  Mat- 
thews, the  following  Amendment  made: 
— In  page  21,  line  11,  leave  out  from 
beginning  of  line  to  '*  and,"  in  line  16, 
and  insert — 

<*  If  the  owner,  agent,  or  manager  fail,  when 
no  objection  is  sent  as  aforesaid,  to  comply 
with  the  requisition  of  the  notice  within  ten 
days  after  the  expiration  of  the  time  for  objec- 
tion, or  when  there  has  been  an  arbitration  to 
comply  with  the  award  within  the  time  fixed 
by  the  award,  he  shall  be  guilty  of  an  offence 
against  this  Act." 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  43  (Annual  reports  of  inspec- 
tors). 
Amendment  proposed, 

In  page  21,  line  31,  at  the  end  of  Clause  43, 
to  insert  the  words, — "And  where  a  special 
examination  of  a  mine,  or  any  portion  thereof, 
has  been  made  by  au  inspector  of  mines  at  the 
request  of  ^e  workmen  employed  in  suoh  mine, 
the  inspector  shall  forthwith  make  and  forward 
a  report  of  said  examination  to  the  Secretary 
of  State."-(ifr.  Fiekard,) 

Question  proposed,  ''That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 
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Mr.  MATTHEWS  said,  he  could  not 
accept  tho  Amendment,  the  object  of 
which  he  failed  to  perceive.  He  further 
objected  to  it  on  the  ground  that  it 
would  only  lead  to  confusion.  He 
would,  however,  be  quite  ready  to 
issue  a  general  instruction  to  the  effect 
of  the  Amendment.  Tlie  Inspector  made 
examinations  for  a  variety  of  reasons, 
and  if  there  was  any  matter  of  conse- 
quence connected  with  it,  he  always  re- 
ported to  the  Secretary  of  State.  But 
this  proposal  might  lead  the  Inspector 
to  believe  that  it  was  only  in  tho  special 
case  referred  to  that  he  ought  to  report. 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Clause  agreed  to. 

Clause  44  agreed  to. 

Clause  45  (Formal  investigation  when 
directed  by  Secretary  of  State). 

Mr.  PICKARD,  in  the  sub-section 
providing  that  the  formal  investigations 
under  the  clause  should  be  heard  in  open 
Court  unless  otherwise  directed  by  the 
Secretary  of  State,  moved  to  omit  the 
words  giving  the  Secretary  of  State  dis- 
cretionary power  in  the  matter. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  22, 
line  2,  to  leave  out  from  *' shall'*  to 
'']io\dL:''-i,Mr,  Piekard.) 

Question  proposed,  ^*  That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Clause." 

Mr.  MATTHEWS  assented  to  the 
proposal. 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Clause  agreed  to. 

Clause  46  agreed  to. 

Clause  47  (Provisions  as  to  arbitra- 
tions). 

Mr.  PICKARD  said,  he  wished  to 
amend  Sub-section  4,  which  stood  as 
follows: — 

**  The  appointment  of  an  arbitrator  under  this 
section  shall  be  in  writing,  and  notice  of  tho 
appointment  shall  be  forthwith  sent  to  the  other 
party  to  the  arbitration,  and  shall  not  be  re- 
voked without  the  consent  of  that  party." 

Ho  wished  to  leave  out  the  words  "  other 
party  to  the  arbitration,  and  shall  not  be 
revoked  without  the  consent  of  that 
party,"  in  order  to  insert  the  words 
*'  umpire,  and  shall  not  be  revoked  with- 
out the  consent  of  the  umpire." 

Amendment  proposed. 

In  page  23,  line  28,  to  leave  out  from  the 
word  "the"  to  the  word  "party,"  in  line  29, 


and  insert  tho  words  "  umpire,  and  shall  not  be 
revoked  without  the  consent  of  the  umpire.'*— 
(Mr,  Fiekard.) 

Question  proposed,  ''  That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Bill." 

Mr.  MATTHEWS  said,  that  this  was 
the  first  of  a  series  of  Amendments,  the 
scheme  of  which  he  could  not  agree  to. 
This  was  an  arbitration  between  the 
Secretary  of  State  on  the  one  hand  and 
the  mineowner  on  the  other,  and  the 
hon.  Member  had  such  confidiBnce  in  the 
Secretary  of  State  that  he  would  make 
him  appoint  the  umpire.  Well,  he  (Mr. 
Matthews)  did  not  think  that  was  an 
arrangement  which  would  give  satis- 
faction to  the  coalowners.  There  were 
other  objeotions  to  other  parts  of  the 
scheme,  but  there  was  one  part  to  which 
he  could  assent — namely,  that  in  which 
the  hon.  Gentleman  proposed  that  the 
umpire  in  all  eases  of  reference  should 
be  either  a  County  Oourfc  Judge,  Stipen- 
diary Magistrate,  Becorder,  or  Begistrar 
of  a  County  Court.  He  was  prepared  to 
accept  the  latter  proposal  with  some 
slight  amendment. 

Mb.  PICKABD  said,  that  under  the 
circumstances  he  would  not  press  the 
Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

On  the  Motion  of  Mr.  Secretary  Mat- 
thews, the  following  Amendment  made : 
— In  page  24,  leave  out  Sub-seotion  10, 
and  insert  the  following  Sab-section : — 

**  Every  person  who  is  appointed  an  umpire 
under  this  section  shall  be  either  a  County  Court 
Judge,  Police  or  Stipendiary  Magistrate,  Re- 
corder of  a  borough,  or  Registrar  of  a  County 
Court." 

Me.  DONALD  CEAWFORD  sug- 
gested that  the  word  ''sheriff"  should 
be  inserted  with  reference  to  Scotland* 

Mr.  MATTELEWS  said,  that  would  be 
done  in  the  clause  applying  the  Act  to 
Scotland. 

SirRICHARD  temple  (Worcester, 
shire,  Evesham)  said,  he  wished  to  move 
an  Amendment  to  Sub-section  7  standing 
in  the  name  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Stockport  (Mr.  Gedge).  He  explained 
that  the  section,  as  it  at  present  stood, 
provided  that  in  the  event  of  an  arbi- 
trator dying  or  becoming  incapable  of 
acting  before  an  award  had  been  made, 
or  for  seven  days  refused  or  negleoted  to 
act,  the  party  by  whom  such  arbitrator 
was  appointed  might  appoint  some  other 
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person  to  act  in  his  place,  and  if  he 
failed  to  do  so  within  seven  days  after 
notice  in  writing  from  the  other  party 
for  the  purpose,  the  remaining  arbi- 
trator might  proceed  to  hear  and  de- 
termine the  matter  in  difference,  and  in 
that  case  the  award  of  the  single  arbi- 
trator should  be  final.  The  Amendment 
was  to  the  latter  part  of  the  sub-section, 
to  provide  that  the  remaining  arbitrator 
might '  *  act  alone  in  the  appointment  of  an 
umpire,  and  in  hearing  and  determining 
conjointly  with  him  the  matters  in  dif- 
ference." The  Amendment  would  secure 
that  the  arbitrator  and  umpire  should 
sit  together.  It  would  avoid  the  neces- 
sity of  separate  hearings  and  in  that  way 
save  trouble  and  expense  to  the  parties. 

Amendment  proposed. 

In  page  24,  line  1,  sub- section  7,  to  leave  out 
from  the  word  *'  to,"  to  end  of  sub-section,  and 
insert  the  words  "  act  alone  in  the  appointment 
of  an  umpire,  and  in  hearing  and  determining 
conjointly  with  him  the  matters  in  difference." 
— {Sir  Richard  Temple,) 

Question  proposed,  ''  That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Bill." 

Mr.  MATTHEWS  said,  it  was  im- 
possible  to  accept  both  the  scheme  of 
arbitration  in  the  Bill,  with  the  modi- 
fications which  he  had  already  accepted 
as  proposed  by  the  hon.  Member  (Mr. 
Pickard),  and  the  proposal  now  made  by 
the  hon.  Baronet.  There  was  one  point 
in  the  hon.  Baronet's  Amendment,  how- 
ever, which  might  be  accepted  with  ad- 
vantage— that  was  to  say,  the  proposal 
that  the  umpire  should  be  able  to  sit  at 
the  same  time  as  the  arbitrator.  By  that 
arrangement  they  would  always  have  a 
lawyer  sitting  on  the  arbitration.  With 
that  view,  he  bad  prepared  the  following 
Amendment  in  these  words  : — 

"Arrangements  shall,  whenever  practicable, 
be  made  for  the  matter  in  difference  being 
heard  at  the  same  time  before  the  arbitrator  and 
umpire." 

That  would  be  an  additional  sub-section 
which  would  come  after  Sub-section  14 
— as  the  first  of  the  sub-sectioDS  re- 
gulating the  conduct  of  the  reference. 

Sir  RICHARD  TEMPLE  said,  he 
thought  the  proposal  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  perfectly  satisfactory. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  proposed, 

In  page  24,  after  sub-section  14,  to  insert 
as  a  new  sub-section — *'  Arrangements  shall, 
wherever  practicable,  be  made  for  the  matter  in 


difference  being  heard  at  the  same  time  before 
the  arbitrator  and  umpire." — (Mr.  Secretary 
Matthews.) 

Question  proposed,  ''That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  F.  8.  POWELL  (Wigan)  said, 
he  saw  a  difficulty  in  the  Amendment 
proposed  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
on  the  ground  that  it  would  render  it 
necessary  for  the  umpire  to  take  part  in 
every  inquiry. 

Mr.  MATTHEWS :  That,  no  doubt, 
is  a  disadvantage ;  but  you  must  take 
the  advantages  with  the  disadvantages. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  48  agreed  to. 

Clause  49  (General  rules). 

Mr.  MATTHEWS  said,  he  wished  to 
draw  attention  to  Rule  2  (Ventilation  of 
mines).     The  rule  stated — 

**  Where  a  fire  is  used  for  ventilation,  the 
return  air,  unless  it  it  is  free  from  inflammable 
gas,  shall  be  carried  off  clear  of  the  fire  by 
means  of  a  dumb  drift  or  airway." 

He  proposed,  after  the  word  "  ventila- 
tion," to  insert  "in  any  mine  newly 
opened  after  the  passing  of  this  Act." 

Amendment  proposed. 

In  page  27,  line  3,  after  the  word  ''  ventila- 
tion,"  to  insert  the  words  '*  in  any  mine  newly 
opened  after  the  passing  of  this  Act."— (ilfr. 
Secretary  Matthews.) 

Question,  "  That  those  words  be  there 
inserted,"  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed, 

In  page  27,  line  4,  to  leave  out  the  words 
'*  unless  it  is  free  from  inflammable  gas,*'  and 
insert  the  words  '*  unless  it  be  so  diluted  as  not 
to  be  inflammable." — {Mr.  Secretary  Matthews.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Bill." 

Mr.  BUBT  said,  he  thought  that  this 
Amendment  would  be  a  serious  detri- 
ment to  the  Bill. 

Mr.  MATTHEWS  said,  it  was  agreed 
in  Committee  that  the  requirements  with 
regard  to  a  dumb  drift  had  been  pro- 
spective only.  The  Amendment  he  was 
proposing  would  carry  that  out.  It  had 
appeared  to  him  that  there  were  no 
mines  that  were  absolutely  free  from 
inflammable  gas;  although  there  were 
many  where  they  contained  gas,  it  was 
not  in  sufficient  quantities  to  be  in  the 
slightest  degree  dangerous.  In  such 
cases  there  could  be  no  need  for  the 
stringent  regulation  oontained  in  Bule  2. 
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Bome  expedients  required  with  powder 
cartridges. 

AmendmeDt  proposed,  in  page  30, 
line  43,  to  leave  out  from  the  words 
"or  (2),"  to  the  word  **  unless,"  in 
page  31,  line  1. — {Mr.  Woodall.) 

Question  proposed,  '*  That  the  words 
proposed  to  oe  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Bill." 

Mb.  MATTHEWS  said,  he  had  spent 
hours  over  the  Bill,  seeking  to  find  out 
what  was  and  what  was  not  indispensable, 
and  the  result  was  he  could  not  accept 
such  an  Amendment.  Certainly,  water 
cartridges  were  most  desirable  things, 
and  carefully  used  by  an  expert  might, 
without  danger,  be  exploded  over  a 
barrel  of  gunpowder.  Not  so,  however, 
in  the  hands  of  a  rough  collier,  who 
might  jam  the  cartridge  into  a  hole, 
letting  aU  the  water  escape  in  the  pro- 
cess. They  ought,  therefore,  to  persist 
in  the  provisions  for  watering  all  round 
the  shot  holes.  The  preponderance  of 
opinion  was  in  favour  of  that  course 
being  followed,  and  therefore  he  could 
not  agree  to  the  Amendment. 

Mr.  BARNES  (Derbyshire,  Chester- 
field) said,  he  must  deny  that  the  water 
cartridges  were  roughly  used  by  inex- 
perienced men.  They  were  used  by  men 
whose  special  duty  it  was  to  fire  the 
shots,  and  not  a  spark  came  from  them. 

Mr.  PICKARD  said,  he  trusted  that 
the  Home  Secretary  would  stand  to  the 
Bill,  which  was  by  no  means  stringent 
on  the  point. 

Mr.  TOMLINSON  said,  to  insist  on 
the  same  precautions  being  taken 
with  water  cartridges  as  powder  cart- 
ridges would  lead  to  their  disuse,  and 
they  were  acknowledged  the  safest  form 
of  mining  explosives. 

Mr.  W.  ABRAHAM  (Glamorgan, 
Rhondda)  said,  he  also  trusted  the  Home 
Secretary  would  adhere  to  the  Bill. 
Experience  had  shown  that  safe  as  they 
usually  might  be,  the  water  cartridge 
sometimes  failed.  Where  explosions 
had  occurred,  it  could  be  shown  that 
fire  had  been  stopped  where  the  colliery 
was  damp.  He  could  convince  anyone 
of  tho  advantages  of  watering,  if  he 
could  show  him  the  scheme  introduced 
in  South  Wnles  for  the  watering  of  roof, 
walls,  and  sides,  which  cooled  the  atmos- 
phere and  made  work  more  pleasant. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to, 

Mr.  Woodall 


Mr.  TOMLINSON  moved  the  addition 
of  a  sub-section  providing^  that  shots 
might  be  fired  in  mines  on  the  conditions 
contained  in  the  following  words : — 

''All  workmen  liave  been  removed  from  the 
seam  in  which  the  shot  is  to  be  fired,  and  from 
all  seams  communicating  with  the  shaft  on  the 
same  level,  except  the  men  engaged  in  firing 
the  shot,  and  sudi  other  persons,  not  exceeding 
ten,  as  are  necessarily  employed  in  attending  to 
the  ventilating  furnaces,  steam  boilers,  engines, 
machinery,  winding  apparatus,  signals,  or 
horses,  or  in  inspecting  Uie  mine." 

Amendment  proposed, 

In  page  31,  line  4,  at  the  end,  to  add  the 
words  "  or  (3)  All  workmen  have  been  removed 
from  the  seam  in  which  the  shot  is  to  be  fired,and 
from  all  seams  communicating  with  the  shaft  on 
the  same  level,  except  the  men  engaged  in  firing 
tho  shot,  and  such  other  persons,  not  exceeding 
ten,  as  are  necessarily  employed  in  attending 
to  the  ventilating  furnaces,  steam  boilers, 
engines,  machinery,  winding  apparatus,  signals, 
or  horses,  or  in  inspecting  the  mine.*' — (Mr. 
Tomlinton,) 

Question  proposed,  ''That  those  words 
be  there  inserted" 

Mb.  MATTHEWS  said,  his  hon.  and 
learned  Friend's  proposal  meant  in  a 
dry  and  dusty  mine  a  shot  might  be 
fired  with  gunpowder  and  without 
watering,  on  condition  that  not  more 
than  ten  men  might  be  killed.  To  such 
a  proposal  he  could  not  assent.  The 
removal  of  the  men  was  no  protection 
against  an  explosion.  It  only  limited 
the  disastrous  effects  of  the  explosion, 
and  confined  it  to  the  men  whom  it  was 
absolutely  necessary  to  have  present. 
He  considered  the  proposal  would  be  a 
most  dangerous  relaxation  of  the  rale. 

Ojlonel  BLUNDELL  said,  he  muse 
point  out  that  the  (removal  of  the  work- 
men from  the  mine  was  the  safest  course 
to  take  when  shots  were  being  fired.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  took  upon  himself 
the  most  serious  responsibility  if  he  for- 
bade the  use  of  that  precaution. 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 
Other  Amendments  made. 

Eule    25    (Means  of  signalling    for 

working  shaft). 

Mr.  PICKAED  proposed  the  follow- 
ing Amendment:  — 

"  Within  six  months  after  the  passing  of  this 
Act,  in  every  such  shaft  of  any  mine  employ- 
ing below  ground  at  any  one  time  fifty  or  more 
persons,  the  winding  rope  shaUhaTo  attached  a 
detaching  and  suspending  hook  or  other  aato- 
matic  apparatus  to  detach  the  rope  and  suspend 
the  cage  in  case  of  overwinding.^* 
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Amendment  proposed, 

In  page  33,  line  33,  after  the  word  '*  shaft " 
to  insert  the  words,  "  Within  six  months  after 
the  passing  of  this  Act,  in  every  such  shaft  of 
any  mine  employing  below  ground  at  any  one 
time  fifty  or  more  persons,  the  winding  rope 
shall  have  attached  a  detaching  and  suspending 
hook  or  other  automatic  apparatus  to  detach  the 
rope  and  suspend  the  cage  in  case  of  over-wind- 
ing. "_(3/r.  Pichard,) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
bo  there  inserted." 

Mr.  niNGLEY  (Worcestershire,  N.): 
said,  he  thought  it  would  not  be  wise  to 
make  tho  provision  of  this  invention 
compulsory.  In  the  Midland  Counties 
they  pulled  up  the  men  at  half- speed, 
and  they  have  not  had  an  accident.  It 
would  bo  better  to  leave  mineowners, 
workmen,  and  Inspectors  a  discretion  in 
I  he  matter.  Moreover,  the  proposal  was 
(;ne  which  would  not  be  applicable  to 
all  cases.  He  did  not  wish  to  say  one 
word  to  detract  from  the  merits  of  the 
detaching  hook,  which  was  a  very  ingeni- 
ous invention,  and  no  doubt,  under  some 
circumstances,  might  be  tho  means  of 
saving  life.  The  apparatus  was  not, 
however,  infallible,  and  cases  had  been 
known  in  which  it  had  failed.  In  the 
old  mining  districts  of  South  Stafford- 
shire and  Worcestershire  there  were 
about  1,000  pits,  and  at  very  few  of 
them  were  there  pits  frames  suitable 
for  detaching  gear.  That  being  so,  the 
detaching  hook  at  those  collieries  would 
become  a  positive  source  of  danger,  and 
might  result  in  loss  of  life.  Personally, 
he  should  not  have  any  objection  to 
applying  the  detaching  hook  to  the  pits 
with  which  he  was  connected;  but  most 
of  the  miners  were  averse  to  it,  and  one 
which  he  adopted  some  years  ago  was 
objected  to  by  them,  and  really  failed  in 
use.  It  must  also  bo  borne  in  mind  that 
many  of  tho  mines  in  the  Midlands 
were  now  being  rapidly  worked  out, 
and  the  consequence  was  that  it  would 
not  pay  the  owners  to  erect  new  frames 
in  order  that  they  might  use  detaching 
hooks. 

Mb.  MATTHEWS  said,  the  Eoyal 
Commissioners  on  Accidents  in  Mines 
had  expressed  the  opinion  that  whilst 
the  safety  hooks  at  present  available 
might  have  contributed  to  the  prevention 
of  accidents  from  over- winding,  the  auto- 
matic steam  brake  constituted  a  better 
Erotection.  Under  these  circumstances, 
e  thought  that,  instead  of  adopting  the 
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Amendment,  it  would  be  well  to  provide 
that  if  at  any  colliery  there  was  no  de- 
taching hook,  the  rate  of  speed  at  which 
men  were  taken  up  or  down  a  shaft 
should  not  exceed  two  miles  an  hour. 

Mr.  FENWICK  remarked  that  it 
would  be  a  great  hardship  to  reduce  the 
rate  of  speed  in  some  collieries  where  it 
now  was  as  much  as  could  be  done  to 
get  out  the  coal  at  a  sufficient  rate.  He 
wished  to  point  out  to  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Home  Secretary  that  these 
detaching  and  suspending  hooks  were 
already  largely  in  use  in  the  large  and 
better-managed  collieries  of  the  King- 
dom ;  and  the  hon.  and  learned  Member 
for  Preston  (Mr.  Tomlinson)  had  them  at 
nearly  the  whole  of  his  collieries.  A 
Circular  was  issued  in  1879  by  Viscount 
Cross,  who  was  then  Homo  Secretary,  in 
which  that  right  hon.  Gentleman  drew 
attention  to  the  occurrence  of  accidents 
through  over- winding,  and  the  conse- 
quent breakage  of  winding  ropes.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  further  drew  the 
attention  of  mine  managers  and  agents 
to  the  invention  of  the  automatic  appa- 
ratus, with  the  object  of  providing  for 
the  safety  and  the  lives  of  working 
miners,  and  expressed  a  hope  that  the 
managers  would  give  the  subject  their 
earnest  consideration,  with  the  view  of 
having  such  appliances  introduced  in 
case  they  had  not  already  been  adopted 
in  the  mines  under  the  charge  of  the 
managers  to  whom  the  Circulars  were 
addressed.  That  Circular,  he  (Mr.  Fen- 
wick)  might  add,  had  the  support  of 
nearly  every  Inspector  of  Mines  in  the 
country.  He  would  quote  from  various 
Inspectors'  letters  evidence  bearing  upon 
this  question.  Tho  Inspector  for  the 
Newcastle  district  said  that  motives  of 
economy  should  have  no  weight  at  all 
where  danger  to  life  or  limb  was  even 
remotely  possible.  The  Inspector  for 
the  Durham  district  said  that,  inhisopi* 
nion,  there  was  a  necessity  for  the  use 
of  safety  hooks  in  every  instance  where 
winding  machines  were  used  for  the 
winding  of  men  from  mines,  and  whero 
consequently  life  was  entrusted  to  human 
weakness.  He  would  also  mention  a 
case  in  which  10  lives  were  saved  in 
consequence  of  the  use  of  these  detach- 
ing and  suspending  hooks.  Seeing  that 
the  spirit  of  the  Bill  was  to  provide 
greater  safety  for  working  miners  in 
following  their  dangerous  avocations,  he 
hoped   me  right   hon.  Gentleman  the 

2  0 


Coal  ifiMi,  i[e. 


Home  Secretary  would  see  his  iray 
accept  the  Amendment.  It  had  been 
objected  that  the  expense  of  providing 
this  machinery  in  small  mines  would 
prevent  their  working;  but  he  wi 
point  out  that  the  objection  was  met  by 
the  Amendment,  which  would  not  inter- 
fero  with  mines  in  which  leas  than  50 
mou  were  employed.  There  were  over 
3,000  of  these  hooks  now  employed  in 
mines,  which  number  was  rapidly  in- 
creasing ;  and  he  submitted  that  their 
use  ought  to  be  made  compulsory. 

Mb.  MATTHEWS  suggested  that  the 
hon.  Qentlomau  (Mr.  Fickard)  should 
withdraw  his  proposal  in  favour  of  an 
Amendment  which  he  (Mr.  Matthews) 
would  propose. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

On  the  Motion'  of  Mr.  Secretary 
Matthews,  the  following  Amendment 
made: — In  page  33,  line  93,  after  the 
word  "shaft,"  insert — 

"K  in  any  mine  the  wiodin^  appaiatus  is 
□ot  provided  with  some  automatic  contrivanca 
to  prevent  over-iriiidiiig,  then  the  cage,  when 
men  are  being  i&ised,  ehalt  not  he  wound  up  at 
a  speed  exceeding  three  miles  an  hour." 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  .15, 
line  4,  to  leave  out  from  Uie  word 
"  number,"  to  the  end  of  line  5,  inclu- 
sive,— {^Mr.  Tomlimon.) 

Question,  "  That  the  words  proposed 
to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the  Bill," 
put,  and  agreed  to. 

On  the  Motion  of  Mr.  BtrKT  (for  Sir 
Joseph  Fease),  the  following  Amend- 
ment made: — In  page  35,  line  21,  leave 
out  from  "no  person"  to  "workman," 
in  line  24,  both  inclusive,  and  insert— 

"  No  perBon  not  now  employed  as  a  coal  or 
ironstone  getter  shall  he  allowed  to  work  alone 
as  a  coal  or  ironstone  getter  in  the  face  of  the 
workings  until  he  has  had  two  years'  oxperienco 
of  such  work  under  the  supervision  of  a  skilled 
workman,  or  unless  he  shall  have  been  pre- 
viDualy  employed  for  two  years  in  or  ahout  the 
face  of  the  worUngB  of  a  mine." 

Mb.  W.  ABRAHAM  (Glamorgan, 
Ehondda)  (for  Mr.  A.  J.  Williams) 
{Glamorgan,  S.)  proposed  the  insertion 
of  the  following  Proviso : — 

"  There  shall  be  established  at  one  or  more 
central  places  in  every  district,  to  ho  selected 
by  the  Inspector  for  such  district,  a  station  or 
stations,  which  shall  be  provided  with  such  ap- 
lionces  and  apparatus  as  the  Inspector  shall 
cousider  necessary  for  oicploring  puruosos,  and 
for  succour  and  relief,  in  case  of  colliery  acci- 
dents. The  expense  of  establEshing  and  main- 
i£r.  Femoick 
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taining  soch  atatiMi  or  stationa,  aa  w^  u  the 
expense  of  employing  mon  for  the  pnipose  of 
keeping  in  efGcient  order,  managing,  and  nnog 
such  appliances  and  apparatus,  shaU  be  borne 
and  paid  by  the  urban  sanitary  authorities 
and  the  rural  sanitary  authorities  respactirely 
comprised  within  each  snob  district  in  aoch  pro- 
poriiion  as  shall  from  time  to  time  be  appor- 
tioned by  the  Local  Qovemment  Board." 
In  proposing  that  Amendment,  he  did 
so  because  he  believed  that  if  such  a 
provision  had  been  in  force  in  former 
years  a  number  of  valuable  lives  might 
have  been  saved. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  line  24,  at 
end,  add — 

"  There  shall  be  esiahlished  at  one  or  more 
central  place  in  every  district,  to  be  selected  bj 
the  inspocbir  for  such  disbict,  a  station  or 
stations,  which  shall  be  provided  with  lach  sp- 
pHances  and  apparatus  as  the  inspector  sh^ 
consider  uecessary  for  exploring  purposes,  and 
for  succour  and  relief,  in  case  of  colliery  acd- 

"  The  expense  of  establiihing  and  maintain- 
ing such  station  or  stations,  as  well  aa  the  ex- 
pense of  employing  men  for  the  purpose  of 
keeping  in  efficient  order,  managing,  and 
using  such  appliances  and  apparatus  i£!ill  be 
borne  and  paid  bv  the  urban  sanitary  autho- 
rities and  the  rural  sanitary  authorities  respec- 
tively comprised  within  each  snch  district  in 
Euoh  proportion  as  shall  from  time  to  time  be 
apportioned  by  the  Local  Qovemment  Board," 
—{Mr.  W.  Abraham.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  vords 
be  there  added." 

Mb.  SPEAKEB  pointed  oat  that,  as 
the  proposal  involved  expanditore  wMeh 
was  to  be  ohai^able  to  the  rates,  it  was 
out  of  Order. 

Mr.  W.  ABRAHAM  said,  thatonder 
the  circumaitanoes  he  would  only  move 
the  first  part  of  the  Amendment. 

Mr.  speaker  observed  that  in  that 
case  the  proposal  would  neoesBariiy  be 
inoperative. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  8S, 
line  31,  to  leave  out  from  the  vord 
"  Act,"  to  the  end  of  the  Clause.— (Jfr, 
Pickard.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Bill." 

Amendment,  by  leave,  mlhdravm. 

Other  Amendments  made. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  40, 
line  17,  to  leave  out  from  uie  woid 
"  Act,"  to  the  words  "  he  mar,"  in  line 
■-      {ilr.  Woodall.) 
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Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
proposed  to  Deleft  out  stand  part  of  the 
Bill." 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Other  Amendments  made. 

Bill  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

SUPPLY.— REPORT. 

Besolutions  [2nd  September]  r^/^or/^i. 

First  Eesolution  postponed  till  Monday 
next. 

Subsequent  Besolutions  agreed  to. 

House  adjourned  at  five  Minutes 

before  Six  o'clock  till 

Monday  next. 


HOUSE    OF     COMMONS,^ 
Monday  J  5th  September,  1887. 


MINUTES.]— Supply— rwwirftfr^i  in  Committee 
— Civil  Service  Estimates;  Class  III.  — 
Law  and  Justice,  Vote  28;  Class  IV. — 
Education,  Science,  and  Art,  Votes  13  to 
18  ;  Class  VI.  —  Non  -  Effective  and 
Charitable  Services,  Votes  6,  6,  8 ; 
Class  I.  —  Public  Works  and  Buildings, 
Vote  24;  Class  VII.— Miscellaneous. 

Public  Bills  —  Ordered  —  Firet  Reading  — 
Vacant  Grounds  (Nuisances  Prevention)  • 
[388]. 

Committee  —  Deeds  of  Arrangement  (No.  2) 
[381]— R.P. ;  Sheriffs  (Consolidation)  [262], 
debate  adjourned;  Technical  Schools  (Scot- 
Land)  [368]-R.p. 

Considered  as  amended  —  Third  Reading  — 
Labonrors'  Allotmeats  [3S7],  iiniipaitid. 

Withdrawn-^hskvr  of  Evidence  Amendment* 
[316]. 

Q  UE8TI0N8. 


DISPENSARIES,  &c.  (IRELAND)— DR. 
CORRY,  MEDICAL  DISPENSARY  DOC- 
TOR OF  DRUMQUIN,  CO.  TYRONE. 
Mb.  sexton  (Belfast,  W.)  (for  Mr. 
M.  J.  Kenny)  (Tyrone,  Mid)  asked  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland,  If  the  Local  Government 
Board  have  considered  the  charge  of 
neglect  of  duty  brought  by  Mr.  William 
Hegarty,  of  Curraghmacall,  against  Dr. 
Corry,  Medical  Dispensary  Doctor  of 
Dirumquin,  in  the  Castledery  Union, 
County  Tyrone;  if  he  can  state  the 
effect  of  the  Eeport  of  the  Inspector; 
and,  whether  the  Local  Q-overnment 
Board  have  come  to  any  decision  there- 
upon? 


The  PARLIAMENTAEY  UNDER 
SEORETAEY  (Colonel  Kino-Haeman) 
(Kent,  Isle  of  Thanet)  (who  replied) 
said,  the  Local  Government  Board  had 
had  correspondence  with  Dr.  Corry  in 
respect  to  the  matter  alluded  to.  There 
had  not  been  a  sworn  inquiry  held  by 
an  Inspector,  as  Dr.  Corry  had  satisfac- 
torily explained  his  conduct,  and  the 
Board  did  not  see  anything  in  the 
matter  calling  for  further  inquiry. 

Me.  sexton  :  Has  the  right  hon. 
and  gallant  Gentleman  any  objection  to 
say  what  was  the  nature  of  the  satisfac- 
tory explanation  ? 

Colonel  KING-HARMAN  said,  it 
seemed  that,  in  the  first  instance,  a 
ticket  was  brought  to  Dr.  Corry  which 
was  not  signed  by  the  person  whose 
name  it  bore,  but  wjiich  purported  to 
be  signed  by  a  gentleman  named 
Hamilton.  Dr.  Corry  knew  the  signa- 
ture  of  Dr.  Hamilton,  and  was  satisfied 
that  the  ticket  did  come  from  him.  At 
1  o'clock  on  the  following  morning  it 
was  brought  back  signed  by  Dr. 
Hamilton,  and  Dr.  Corry  went  imme- 
diately and  found  that  the  case  was  by  no 
means  urgent,  and  gave  the  husband 
his  opinion  that  his  services  would  not 
be  needed  till  12  o'clock  next  day. 
Early  in  the  forenoon  the  husband  came 
again  with  another  ticket,  which  he 
handed  to  Dr.  Corry,  informing  him 
that  ho  had  telegraphed  to  Omagh  for 
the  services  of  Dr.  Todd.  Dr.  Corry 
said  in  that  case  he  could  not  interfere 
with  Dr.  Todd.  The  woman  was  de- 
livered about  6  o'clock  on  that  evening 
safely  and  satisfactorily. 

WAR    OFFICE     (ORDNANCE     DEPART. 

MENT)— THE  BURSTING  OF  A   GUN 

ON  TRIAL  AT  HOUNSLOW. 

Colonel  DUNCAN  (Finsbury,  Hol- 
bom)  asked  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War,  Whether  the  gun  which  was 
stated  in  The  Globe  of  August  25  to  have 
burst  at  Hounslow  when  tested  by  *'a 
party  of  artillerymen,"  was  made  in 
Woolwich  Arsenal,  or  where  ? 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  (Mr.  E. 
Stanhope)  (Lincolnshire,  Horncastle) : 
No  official  Report  of  the  occurrence  has 
been  received  ;  but  it  is  understood  that 
the  gun  which  burst  was  a  gun  designed 
by  Colonel  Hope  and  fired  by  Colonel 
Hope  himself,  and  that  it  burst  with 
great  violence  at  the  first  round.  It 
was  not  made  at  Woolwich  Arseniil. 
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having  such  prosecutions  conducted  be- 
fore the  Town  Court  ? 

Tub  PARLIAMENTAEY  UNDER 
SECRETARY  (Colonel  Krya-HARMAs) 
(Kent,  Isle  of  Thanet)  (who  replied) 
said,  the  District  Inspector  of  Constabu- 
lary informed  him  that  the  Clerk  of 
Li'itowel  Petty  Sessions  reported  that 
tlie  Town  Commissioners  do  get  one- 
half  of  the  fines  referred  to.  The  pre- 
sent arrangement  with  regard  to  these 
prosecutions  appeared  to  be  proper  and 
fair;  and  the  Government  could  not 
undertake  to  make  representations  to 
the  Constabulary  Authorities  to  the 
effect  stated  in  the  Question. 

BAILWAYS  (IRELAND)  —  CORK  AND 
arUSKERRY  LIGHT  RAILWAY— EX- 
HEAD  CONSTABLE  IRVINE. 

Mr.  MACARTNEY  (Antrim,  S.) 
asked  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  Whether  ex- 
Head  Constable  Irvine  was  appointed 
to  the  position  of  station-master  at  Cork, 
on  the  Cork  and  Muskerry  Light  Rail- 
way ;  whether  the  following  notice  was 
posted  up  in  Cork  on  the  12  th  August 
last — 

"  Boycott  the  new  line  of  railway  unless 
ex-IIcad  Constable  Irving  is  removed  from  the 
position  of  station-master  at  Cork.  Numbers 
of  respectable  citizens  are  walking  the  streets 
idle,  and  their  families  starving,  while  Irvine, 
who  draws  a  large  pension  and  owns  consider- 
able house  property  near  8t.  Luke^s,  gets  im- 
portant employment  from  a  Company  got  up 
expressly  to  benefit  idle  people  from  the  country. 
Irvine  was  known  as  the  most  insulting  bigot 
in  the  Force,  and  his  conduct  on  the  day  of 
Father  Keller's  arrest  called  forth  the  condem- 
nation of  the  Press  ;  " 

whether,  since  the  posting  up  of  the 
above  notice,  ox-Head  Constable  Irvine 
has  been  frequently  subjected  to  an- 
noyance in  public;  and,  whether,  in 
consequence,  he  has  been  obliged  to 
resign  his  position  as  station-master  ? 

Mk.  FLYNN  (Cork,  N.) :  Before 
the  right  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman 
answers  the  Question,  might  I  ask  if  it 
is  not  a  fact  that  Ilead  Constable  Irvine, 
referred  to  in  the  Question,  gave  public 
notice  that  he  had  resigned  his  position 
on  the  Cork  and  Muskerry  Light  Eail- 
way  on  account  of  the  long  hours  of 
dutv — from  early  morning  till  late  at 
night — hours  which  he  had  no  reason 
to  believe  would  form  part  of  his  duty 
when  he  accepted  the  position  ? 

Mr*  Flynn 


Thb  paeliamentaky  under 

SECRETARY  ^Colonel  Kcto-Harmas) 
(Kent,  Isle  of  Thanet)  (irho  replied) 
said :  No,  Sir.  I  have  no  reaeon  to  be- 
lieve that  Head  Constable  Iryine  made 
any  such  Report. 

Mb.  FLYNN:  It  appeared  in  the 
public  papers. 

CoLosTEL  KING-HARMAN :  I  have 
read  some  of  the  public  papers,  and 
have  seen  no  such  information.  Witk 
regard  to  the  Question  of  my  hon. 
Friend,  I  am  informed  that  ex- Head 
Constable  Irvine,  who  was  reported  by 
the  Inspector  General  of  Constabulary 
to  be  a  man  of  exemplary  character, 
was,  upon  his  recent  retirement  from 
the  Force  on  pension,  appointed  to  the 
position  mentioned.  Notices  in  the 
terms  quoted  were  posted  up  in  Cork 
on  the  night  of  the  12th  of  August. 
Following  upon  these  notices,  the  ex- 
Head  Constable  was  jeered  at  and  other- 
wise interfered  with  when  proceeding  \a 
and  from  his  place  of  employment  (a 
consequence  of  this  he  has  resigned  his 
position  as  station-master. 

POST  OFFICE— THE    CIRCULAR  POST. 

Mk.  WOODALL  (Haniey)  asked  the 
Postmaster  General,  Whether  his  atten- 
tion has  been  called  to  the  numerous 
complaints  in  regard  to  restrictions  upon 
the  use  of  the  circular  post,  and  espe- 
cially as  to  the  severe  interpretations  of 
the  term  "  communications  in  the  nature 
of  a  letter ; "  and,  whether  he  will  en- 
deavour to  relax  these  restrictions,  and 
to  allow  any  open  communications  in 
the  general  nature  of  circulars,  or  which, 
being  business  orders  or  invoices,  are 
clearly  distinguishable  from  letters,  to 
pass  unchallenged  by  the  halfpenny 
post? 

The  POSTMASTER  GENERAL  (Mr. 
Raiees)  (Cambridge  University):  As  I 
replied  to  a  Question  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  East  Norfolk  (Sir  Edward  Blrk- 
beck)  on  the  2oth  ultimo,  on  a  some- 
what similar  subject,  so  I  beg  to  answer 
the  hon.  Member's  Question —  namely, 
that  the  subject  has  been  for  some  time 
under  my  consideration,  and  that  there 
is,  without  doubt,  some  anomaly  in  the 

Present  practice ;  and  it  is  one  I  hope 
shall  see  my  way,  with  further  con- 
sideration, to  remove. 

Db.  CLARK  (Caithness)  asked,  if 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would  con- 
sider the  cases  of  those  who  were  oom« 
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fielled  to  issuo  ciroulara  by  Act  of  Far- 1 
iameat,  Bucb  as  Friendly  Societies,  In- 
eurance  Companiea,  &c.,  wlio  aent  out 
thousands  anaually,  all  in  the  same 
terms,  but  were  charged  the  penny 
rate? 

Mb.  HAIKBS:  That  is  the  aubject 
to  which  I  referred. 

WAR    OFFICE— WARRANT    OFFICERS 

IN    CIVIL    COSTDUE-THE  QUEEN'S 

REQULATIONS. 

Mr.  p.  O'BRIEN  (Monaghan,  N.) 
aaked  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War, 
Whether  warrant  officers  are  permitted, 
whea  off  duty,  to  appear  in  civilian 
clothing  in  the  locality  in  which  the; 
are  quartered  ? 

The  secretary  of  STATE  (Mr. 
E.  Stanuopb)  (Lineolnahire,  Horn- 
castle) :  The  Order  on  the  subject  ia  as 
follows  (Queen's  BegulationB,  sec.  vii. 
paragraph  IID  A) :  — 

"  Conductors  of  siipp lies,  conductors  of  stores, 
and  master  guimors  of  the  first  and  socond 
classos  are  permitted  to  wear  plain  clothw  under 
tho  same  cooditiona  aa  Ihoso  laid  down  for  offi- 
cers, aud  alt  warrant  oGcera  whon  on  pasa  or 
furlough  and  leaving  the  (ilace  where  tncy  are 
stationed  may  dresa  in  plain  clothea." 

POST  OFFICE  (IRELAND)— MAIL  CAE 
FROM  SKIBBEREEN  TO  BALTIMORE. 
Mb.  GILHOOLT  (Cork,  W.)  asked 
the  Postmaater  General,  WheUier  the 
mail  car  running  between  Skibbereen 
and  Baltimore  will  be  permanently  con- 
tinued ? 

The  POSTMASTER  GENERAL  (Mr. 
EAiKEs){Camhridg9Univer8ity),inreply, 
Baid,  heknew  the  interest  which  the  hoc. 
Member  took  in  this  quealion,  and  he 
had  had  further  inquiry  made  upon  it. 
He  could  not  yet  state,  however,  whe- 
ther the  car  wotild  be  permanently  con- 
tinued. He  would  require  further  time 
to  enable  him  to  form  a  permanent 
judgment  on  the  matter.  Meanwhile, 
the  car  would  be  temporarily  continued. 

CRIME    AND   OUTRAGE  (IRELAND) - 
ASSAULT  BY  MISTAKE  IN  CORK 

OITT. 
Dtt.  TANNER  {Cork  Co.,  Mid)  asked 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland,  Whether  complainte 
have  reached  him  that,  on  the  night  ol 
the  Slst  of  Angust,  John  Sheehan,  a 
lamplighter,  while  porformine  his 
nightly  duty,  waa  attacked  and  beaten 


At  Shinnicks  Well,  in  the  City  of  Cork, 

by  a  sub-constable  named  Brown,  who 
{vas  somi-intoxicated ;  whether  an  ex- 
planation was  made  on  the  night  of  the 
alleged  assault  by  Sub-Constable  Brown 
and  Constable  Kirby  to  tho  effect  that 
they  were  executing  a  warrant,  and 
they  thought  Sheehan  was  the  person 
wanted ;  and,  whether  investigation 
into  the  matter  will  be  made  ? 

The  PARLIAMENTARY  UNDER 
SECRETARY  (Colonel  Kino-Habmam) 
'Kent,  Isle  of  Thanet)  (who  replied) 
laid,  the  Constabulary  reported  that  at 
1  A.M.  a  constable  and  a  sergeant  pro- 
ceeded to  a  lane  to  execute  a  warrant 
against  a  bad  character.  While  the 
sergeant  entered  the  house  a  man  came 
down  the  lane  and  was  stopped  by 
Brown,  the  constable,  who  thought  he 
was  the  man  wanted.  But  on  identify- 
ing him  ho  allowed  him  to  proceed. 
The  constable  denied  that  he  had  done 
more  than  stop  this  man  Sheehan  and 
prevent  him  froni  breaking  away. 
Sheehan  reported  tho  matter  to  a 
Superintendent,  by  whom  the  sergeant 
and  the  constable  were  shortly  after- 
wards met ;  and  the  Superintendent 
says  that,  so  far  from  having  charged 
tho  constable  with  being  drunk,  he  cen- 
sured Sheehan. 

Db.  TANNER  asked,  how  it  was  that 
Sheehan  was  so  much  bruised,  and  how 
he  was  incapacitated  from  doing  hia  duty 
if  the  constable  did  not  assault  him  ? 

Colonel  KING-HARMAN  said,  he 
bad  no  Report  as  to  Sheehan  having 
been  incapacitated  from  doing  his  duty. 
He  understood  that  Sheehan  had  been 
directed  by  the  Corporation  to  proceed 
by  summons,  and  until  that  summons 
was  disposed  of  no  further  action  would 
be  taken. 

UNITED  STATES— SEIZURE  OF  BRITISH 
FISHING  VESSELS  IN  BEHRING'S 

STRAITS. 
De.  TANNER  {Cork  Co.,  Mid)  asked 
the  Hnder  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs,  If  the  report  from  Victoria, 
British  Columbia,  31st  Ai^ust,  ia 
correot — namely — 

"  Another  British  aealinff  schooner  baa  been 
seiied  u  a  prize  b^  a  United  Stataa  Bevenas 
cutter,  for  illegal  fishing  in  Behriag'i  Straits  ; " 
whether  her  papers,  arms,  and  firearms, 
and  cargo  of  eeal^ins,  were  taken  on 
board  ue  cutter,  and  that  she  was 
ordered  to  proceed  to  Sitka ;  and,  whe- 
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allocation  of  tlie  Fund  being  regulated 
by  Statute,  the  Government  have  no 
poirer  to  inteifore. 

EDUCATION  DEPARTMENT  —  STARV- 
ING PDPIL3  IN  ELEMENTARY 
BOARD   SCHOOLS. 

GoLOKBL  EYHE  (Lineolnsbire,  Oains- 
barougb)  asked  the  Vice  President  of 
the  Oommittee  of  Oounoil  on  !Educatioa. 
Whether  he  is  aware  that,  on  the  2nil 
of  thia  month,  at  Stanhope  Street  Board 
School,  Arthur  Bailey,  aged  10  years, 
of  6,  Little  Panoras  Street,  Tottenham 
Court  Itoad,  and  Qabriel  Jones,  aged 
10  years,  of  '29,  Drummond  Street, 
Euaton  Square,  were  in  sohool  between 
the  hours  of  10  a.m.  and  noon,  having 
had  no  food  einoe  noon  the  preriousdaj; 
and,  whether  he  could  arrange  with  the 
School  Board  Authorities  that  these  cases 
might  be  brought  under  the  immediate 
notice  of  the  Boards  of  Ouardiane  in  the 
event  of  there  being  no  local  charity  b; 
which  they  might  be  relieved  ? 

The  vice  PEESIDENT  (Sir  Wil- 
liam Habt  Dtkb)  (Kent,  Dartford) ;  I 
believe  the  facts  as  stated  in  the  first 
paragraph  of  the  Question  to  be  correct. 
How  cases  of  this  kind  should  be  dealt 
with  involves  a  question  of  policy ;  but 

uiiu  ground  I  ^  ^*'^  hsea   glad   to    bring    my  hen. 

d'"allocated    ^"'^  gallant  Friend's  suggestion  under 
the  notice  of  the  School  Board  Autho- 

LAW  AND  POLICE  (SCOTLAND) -DIS- 
MISSAL  OP  WALTEE  STEWART 
FROM  THE  RENFREWSHIRE  POLICE 
FOllCE. 

Mr.  D.  OEAWFOED  (Lanark,  N.B.) 
asked  the  Lord  Advocate,  Whether  the 
attention  of  the  Secretary  for  Scotland 


tlier  her  captain,  in  taking  the  captured 
ai'hoonor  into  British  wafera,  will  be 
protected  by  the  British  Authorities,  or 
will  be  by  them  obliged  to  fulfil  his 
promise  and  obligation  and  take  the 
ecliooner  into  Sitka  ? 

The  under  SEOEETAEY  of 
STATE  (Sir  JAME3  Feuojsson)  (Man- 
chester, N.E.) :  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment have  no  iuformation  of  any  seizure 
within  the  last  few  days.  We  are  in- 
furmeil  that  American  revenue  cutters 
seized  certain  Canadian  vessels  on  the 
2nd,  9th,  12th,  and  17th  of  August. 
Hor  Majeaty'a  Government  are  in  com- 
munication with  the  Governniont  of  the 
United  States  on  the  subject  of  these 
seizures. 

IRISH  REPRODUCTIVE  LOAN  FUND- 
REFUSAL  OF  LOANS  TO  FISHER. 
MEN  IN  BALLTCOTTON,  CO.  COBK. 
Da.  TANNER  (Cork  Co.,  Mid)  asked 
the  Chief  Secretary  fo  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland,  Whether  he  is  aware 
that  the  Eeverend  Mr.  Norris,  C.C.,  of 
Ballycottou,  lately  made  an  application 
to  the  Dublin  Fishery  Board  for  a  loan 
of  £500  out  of  the  Irish  Eeproductire 
Loan  Fund  to  purchase  a  first-class 
fishing  boat  (passage  built)  for  the 
Ballycotton  fishermen,  and  that  thi 
application  was  refuaed,  o 
that  the  portion  of  the  Fi 
to  the  County  Cork  waa  exhausted ;  whe- 
ther it  is  a  fact  that  large  sums  which 
have  been  allocated  out  of  the  Fund  to 
other  districts  are  lyinfi;  idle,  amongst 
which  ia  a  sum  of  £17,000  for  the 
County  Kerry  ;  if  so,  for  how  long  has 
this  sum  been  unexpended ;  and,  whe- 
ther he  will  consider  whether  a  recom- 
mendation could  be  made  that  if  tho 
amount  allocated  to  a  county  be  not 
claimed  within  a  specified  time  it  may  I  has    been   called    to    the  complaint  of 


be  given  to  applicants  in  anothei 
trict   on  their  satiefjing   the  Board  as 
to  the  justice  of  their  claim  ? 

Tub  PARLIAMENTAET  UNDER 
SECRETARY  (Colonel  KisoHakman; 


Walter  Stewart,  for  eight  years  a  con- 
stable in  the  Renfrewshire  Police  Force, 
who  had  b^en  rewarded  for  meritorious 
services,  and  who  was  informed  by 
letter  on  the  9th  August,  18S5,  that  his 


(Kent,  Isle  of  Thanet)   (who  replied)  j  services  would  no  longer   be  required 
said:  The  application  made  by  tho  Rev.    after   7th  September;  whether,   in  the 


Mr.  Norria  was  refused  ou  the  ground    previous  year,  the  constables  had  peti- 


stated.  It  is  the  ease  that 
allocated  toother  districts  are  lyiug  idle, 
including  a  sum  of  £12,000  for  the 
County  Kerry,  the  greater  portion  of 
which  sum  has  remained  unexpended 
since  the  passing  of  the  Iriih  Repro- 
ductive I/oan  Fuod  Act  in  1874.  The 
J>r.  Tannir 


tioned  the  CommissionarB  of  Supply  to 
adopt  the  first  OoTemmeot  model  scale 
of  pay,  with  a  view  to  increase  of  pay,  ■ 
and  the  scale  was  adopted,  but  was  fol- 
lowed by  new  arrangements,  whioh  re- 
sulted in  a  diminution  instead  of  an 
increase  of  pay;  whether  Steirart  had 
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committed  no  offence,  except  to  repre-    „„ 

eent  this  respectfully  to  the  Inspector    POST  OFFIOE-MEMORIAL  OF  SORTEBS 


of  CoDstnbularj  on  31st  July,  II 
vlion  the  men  wore  aikod  whether  they 
had  any  complaintH ;  whether  he  is 
aware  that  it  is  alleged  that  the  example 
of  Stewart  has  intimidated  other  con- 
Btahles,  who  suffered  from  the  same 
I,  but  aro  afraid  to  comph 


OF  THE  LONDON  DISTRIOT. 
Ma.  J.  ROWLANDS  (Finabury,  E.) 
asked  the  Poetmaeter  General,  Whether 
he  now  can  give  his  promieed  reply  to 
the  Memorial  of  the  sorters  of  the  Lon- 
don District  asking  that  the  Order  of 
30th  November  shall  be  extended  to 


whether  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  will    ^^'^'^ 

protect  the  constables  in  eiorei«ne  their        THEP0STMA8TEEQENEEAL(Mr. 

right  of  complaint  when  Her  Majesty's    I^aik^s)    (Cambridge    University):    A 


Inspector  invitog  them  to    make  corn- 


has  been  come  to  in  this  case, 


plaints ;  and,   whether,  if  the  facts  as    which   will  shortly  be  conveyed  to  the 
above   stated  are  correct,  he  will  give    Memorialists  in  the  usual  way.  It  would 
Stewart     some     redress,    or     use     his  ,  ^^  prematura  to  notify  the  change  now. 
influence  to   obtain   some   redress    for  1 1*  "•"  ^"''^  ^^^^t  next  year, 
him? 

TnELORDADVOCATEfMr.  J.H.A.  1^*^  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT-IM 
Macrokat.b)  (Edinburgh  and  St.  An-  PORTATION     OF     ADULTERATED 

drew's  Universities):  The  attention  of  YEAST. 

the  Secretary  for  Scotland  has  been  Ma.  OHANNINQ  (Northampton,  B.) 
called  to  the  case  of  Walter  Stewart,  (for  Mr.  P.  STANHorE)  (Wedneabury) 
from  whom  no  complaint  was  received  asked  the  President  of  the  Local  Go- 
for  21  months,  and  till  after  the  recent  Temment  Board,  Whether  he  ie  aware 
death  of  the  Chief  Constable,  who  alone  '  that  large  quantities  of  yeast  adulte- 
could  have  fully  explained  the  ciroum-  |  rated  with  potato  and  maize  starch  are 
stances  of  the  case.  The  result  of  the  imported  into  England,  and  that  there 
inquiry  which  has  been  made  was  com-  have  been  frequent  convictions  of  per- 
municated  to  Stewart  on  the  IStli  ultimo.  !  sons,  who  have  innocently  sold  suoh 
The  effect  of  the  adjustment  of  the '  yeast ;  and,  whether  he  will  take  steps 
model  scale  of  pay  is  correctly  described  .  to   prevent  the  importation  of  adnlte- 


.  Membi 


by  the  hon.  Member.     But  the  Police    rated  yeast,  or  to  have  its  character  more 
Committee  state  that  this    matter    has    distinctly  declared  by  the  importer 


long  s 


)  bean    reotieed;    and   that  if       TEBSECRETART(Mr.LoNo)  [Wilts, 


there  are  constables  still  dissatisfied  Devizes)  (who  replied)  said  :  I  am  aware 
any  representation  they  may  make  to  that  large  quantities  of  yeast  are  im- 
thera    will    be    duly   considered.     The  '  ported  into  this  country ;  but  I  do  not 


Police  Committee  have  been  unable,  i 


to   what    extent    such    yeast    : 


consequence  of  the  death  of  the  Chief ,  adulterated  with  potato  and  maize  starch, 
Constable,  to  furnish  the  speciflo  ground  i  nor  has  my  attention  been  called  to  fre- 
upon  which  notice  of  discharge  was  queet  convictions  of  persona  who  have 
given  to  Walter  Stewart.  Butthohon.  innocently  sold  it.  Any  examination  of 
Member  must,  from  his  experience,  be  the  yeast  at  the  time  of  importation 
fully  aware  that  the  right  of  dismissal  would  have  to  be  undertaken  by  the 
or  discharge  rests  entirely  with  the  Chief  ofBcere  of  Customs  ;  but  I  learn  from 
Constable.     The  Secretary  for  Scotland    the  Board  of  Customs  that  they  have  no 


has  no  grounds  to  believe  that  the  late 


s  of  asoertaining  whether  the  yeast 


Chief  Constable  exercised  his  statutory  ie  adulterated  or  not.  I  think  that 
powers  otherwise  than  for  the  well-being  adulterated  yeast  may  be  left  to  be  dealt 
find  good  discipline  of  his  police  force ;  with  under  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs 
and  he  cannot,  therefore,  promise  any  Act.  The  seller  can  protect  himself  by 
further  redress  to  Walter  Stewart.  The  obtaining  a  written  warranty  from  those 
Secretary  for  Scotland  has  no  ground  for  from  whom  ha  buys  the  yeast, 
supposing  that  constables  require  pro- 
tection if  they  complain  to  the  Inspector  BOARD  OF  TRADE  (RAILWAY  DEPART- 

1.  ,-,        ...     1             *      1    ■.             n    1        1  muHTi      •/-•ruTiE'Kr'Po    rw    t<ao    Mm. 


of  Constabulary ;  and  it  would  be  di 
trimental  to  the  control  and  discipline  of 
police  forces  in  Scotland  to  interfere 
generally  with  the  statutory  powers  of 
Loc:il  Authorities. 


MENT)-ACCrDENTS    ON  THB  MID- 

LAND  RAILWAY. 

Mr.  OHAKNING  (Northampton,  E.) 
asked  the  Secretary  to  the  Board  of 
Trade,  Wliether  bis  attention  hot  been 
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the  Vote  for  Law  Charges  and  Criminal 
Prosocutiona  ? 

Colonel  KING-HAEMAN  :  Perhaps 
thehon.  Go  atl  em  a  a  will  allow  me  toeay 
to  what  extent  my  information  gooa. 
The  hon.  Uontleman  says  that  a  stone 
bridge  was  blown  up.  My  information 
is  that  it  was  a  temporary  bridge  com- 

!08ed  of  sleepers.  All  the  information 
have  receivod  so  far  is  in  favour  of 
Major  Lidwell ;  but  I  did  not  think  it 
right  to  giyo  that  information,  wbioh  is 
only  from  one  source,  without  making 
further  inquiries  in  order  to  test  its 
accuracy. 

LAW  AND  JUSTICE  (IRELAND)  — 
LAND  AND  QUARTER  SESSIONS  AT 
URANARD. 

Mr.  CAREW  (Kildate,  N.)  (for  Mr. 
T.  M.  Healy)  (Longford,  N.)  asked  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland,  What  is  the  esplanation  of 
the  eiz  months'  delay  in  dealing  witli 
the  Granard  Memorial  as  to  Land  and 
Quarter  Beeeions  being  held  in  that 
town ;  and,  when  will  the  matter  be 
settled  ? 

The  PAELTAMENTAKT  UNDEE 
SEOKETABY  (Colonel  Kino-Harman) 
(Kent,  Isle  of  Thanet)  (who  replied) 
said,  the  matter  referred  to  iu  the  Ques- 
tion would  be  before  tho  Committee  of 
the  Frivy  Council  this  week,  and  the 
Beport  would  be  submitted  as  soon  as 
possiblo  afterwards.  Some  time  was 
necessary  for  the  usual  inquiries ;  and 
the  Question  was  not  ono  of  urgency,  as 
any  order  made  for  additional  Courts 
would  not  take  effect  until  after  the  Ses- 
sions, and  the  new  Courts  could  not  be 
held  till  next  year. 

ESIIGRATION  (SC0TLAND)-ASSI8TED 
EMIGRATION  FROM  THE  HIGH- 
LANDS. 

Ma.  A.  SUTHERLAND  (Sutherland) 
asked  the  Lord  Advocate,  What  are  the 
intentions  of  Her  Majesty's  Gtovernment 
with  regard  to  emigration  from  the 
Highlands  of  Scotland  ? 

The  LOItD  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  J.  H.  A. 
Macdonald)  (Bdinbuigh  and  St.  An- 
drew's Universities),  in  roply,  said, 
matters  in  connection  with  this  Question 
were  on  the  point  of  decision  ;  and  he 
would  therefore  oak  his  hon.  Friend  to 
repeat  the  Question  on  Thursday. 
Mr.  Sexton 


LAW     AND     JUSTICE     (8C0TLAND)- 

8BQUESTRATI0N8     OP     MR.    J.    IL 

RUSSELL. 

Mr.  HUNTER  (Aberdeen,  N.)  (for 
Mr.  CirinnNOHAUB  Gsaham)  (Lanark, 
N.W.)  asked  the  Lord  Advocate,  Whe- 
ther, in  the  recent  sequestrations  of  lb. 
James  M.  Russell,  which  has  excited  so 
much  attention  in  Scotland,  it  is  a  fact 
that  Mr.  Todrich,  Procurator  Fiscal  o( 
Haddingtonshire,  acted  as  agent  both 
for  Mr.  A.  H.  Tennent  (the  landlord] 
and  also  for  Mr.  Russell's  Trustee? 

Tub  lord  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  J.  H.  A 
Macdonald)  (Edinburgh  and  St.  An- 
drew's Universities):  No,  Sir.  It  la 
not  the  fact  that  Mr.  Todriob,  the  Pro- 
curator Fiscal  of  Haddingtonshire,  acted 
as  agent  either  for  Mr.  A.  H.  Tennent, 
Mr.  Russell's  landlord,  or  for  tha 
Trustee. 

RULES  AND  ORDEES  OF  THE  HODSE- 

DrviaioNS. 

Mr.  COBB  (Warwick,  8.K,  Rngby) 
asked  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury, 
Whether  he  will,  at  the  commencemcQt 
of  next  Session,  give  the  House  an  op- 
portunity of  expressing  an  opinion  as  to 
the  continuance  or  discontinuance  of  the 
present  method  of  taking  Divisions? 

The  FIRST  LORD  (Mr.  W.  H. 
Sunn)  (Strand,  Westminster) :  This  is 
a  matter  upon  which  I  must  cwnfer  with 
the  Speaker  and  the  UfBcets  of  the 
House,  as  I  am  unabUto  give  a  podtive 
answer  to  the  Question. 

LABOURERS'  ALLOTMENTS  BILL. 

Me.  COBB  (Warwick,  8.E.,  Bughy) 
asked  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury,  At 
what  hour  he  proposed  to  take  the 
Labourers'  Allotments  Bill  that  even- 
ing? 

The  FIEST  LORD  (Mr.  W,  H. 
Sunn)  (Strand,  Westminster) :  I  hops 
to  take  it  at  as  early  an  hour  as  the  con- 
clusion of  the  Irish  Estimates  will 
permit  me  to  do. 

Mk.  CHANNING  (Northampton,  E.) 
asked,  whether  they  could  count  upon 
the  Bill  being  taken  that  evening  ? 

Mb.  W.  H.  smith  :  Certainly. 


PUBLIC  I 
In  reply  to  Mr.  Woodaj,!.  (Hanley), 
The  FIRST  LORD  oir  thb  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  W.  H.  Smitb)    (Strand, 
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Westminster)  said,  he  hoped  the  Army 
Votes  might  be  taken  on  Wednesday ; 
but  ho  was  not  able  to  say  positively. 
The  order  of  procedure  was  that  the 
Civil  Service  Votes  would  be  taken  first, 
after  which  the  Navy  Votes  would  be 
proceeded  with,  and  then  the  Army 
Votes 

Mr!  BRADLAUGH  (Northampton) : 
Can  the  ri^ht  hon.  Gentleman  fix  a  day 
for  the  Indian  Budget  ? 

Mr.  W.  H.  smith  :  It  will  be  taken 
as  soon  as  Supply  is  concluded.  I  am 
not  able  to  say  when  that  will  be. 

EVICTIONS  (IRELAND)-EVICTIONSAT 
HERBERTSTOWN,  CO.  LIMERICK— 
DEATH  OF  MRS.  MOLONEY. 

Mr.  FINUCANE  (Limerick,  E.) 
asked  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  If  his  attention 
had  been  directed  to  the  eviction  of 
Mrs.  Moloney,  at  Herbertstown,  County 
Limerick ;  whether  he  was  aware  that 
she  was  80  years  of  age  and  in  a  bad 
condition  of  health;  and,  whether  the 
evicting  landlords  and  the  Sheriff  were 
not  told  that  the  eviction  would  pro- 
bably lead  to  her  death,  yet  refused  to 
stay  the  eviction  ;  whether  Mrs.  Moloney 
died  the  third  day  after  her  eviction  ; 
and,  whether  the  Government  would 
order  an  investigation  into  the  conduct 
of  the  Sheriff? 

The  chief  SECRETARY  (Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour)  (Manchester,  E.) :  My  recol- 
lection of  the  facts  does  not  absolutely 
tally  with  that  of  the  hon.  Gentleman ; 
and  I  must  ask  him  to  put  the  Question 
on  the  Paper,  and  I  will  look  into  it,  as 
I  would  not  like  to  trust  myself  to  give 
an  answer  to  the  House  without  having 
an  opportunity  of  refreshing  my 
memory, 

CRIMINAL  LAW  AND  PROCEDURE 
(IRELAND)  ACT,  1887  —  PROSECU- 
TION OF  MR.  JOHN  HAYDEN. 

Mr.  TUITE  (Westmeath,  N.)  asked 
the  Attorney  General  for  Ireland  the 
following  Question,  of  which  he  had 
given  private  Notice  :  —  Whether, 
having  considered  the  case  of  Mr.  Hay- 
den,  who  had  been  served  with  two 
summonses  under  the  Coercion  Act,  he 
had  decided  to  proceed  against  that 
gentleman  upon  two  charges  arising 
out  of  the  same  transaction  ? 


The  attorney  GENERAL  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Gibson)  (Liverpool, 
Walton) :  I  cannot  make  any  statement 
with  regard  to  pending  prosecutions, 
which  would  limit  the  discretion  and 
responsibility  of  the  officials  prose- 
cuting, which  must  be  exercised  on 
facts  as  established  in  evidence  before 
the  Court.  I  may  add,  for  the  informa- 
tion of  the  hon.  Member,  that  if  it 
should  appear  that  the  summonses  were 
for  the  same  cause  of  complaint,  and 
only  alternative  methods  of  procedure, 
of  course  only  one  sentence  could  in 
that  case  be  imposed. 

ORDERS    OF  THE    BAY, 


SUPPLY— CIVIL  SERVICE  ESTIMATES. 
^vvvin—comidered  in  Committee. 
(In  the  Committee.) 
Class  III. — Law  and  Justice. 

(1.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  pro- 
posed, 

"That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £60,854,  bo 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum 
necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come 
in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending 
on  the  31st  day  of  March  1888,  for  the 
Salaries,  Allowances,  and  Expenses  of  various 
County  Court  Officers,  and  of  Magistrates  in 
Ireland,  and  of  the  Revising  Barristers  of  the 
City  of  DubUn." 

Mr.  FLYNN  (Cork,  N.) :  I  am 
desirous,  on  this  Vote,  to  call  attention 
to  the  extraordinary  manner  in  which 
the  Eesident  Magistrates  have  been 
appointed  in  Ireland  ;  to  direct  atten- 
tion also  to  the  very  curious  classifica- 
tion adopted  in  regard  to  them ;  and, 
further,  to  their  utter  unfitness,  as  a 
rule,  to  discharge  the  very  responsible 
duties  which  may  be  cast  upon  them  in 
the  near  future.  It  is  all  the  more 
necessary  that,  on  this  Vote,  the  Com- 
mittee should  have  their  attention 
drawn  to  the  qualification  of  the  Eesi< 
dent  Magistrates  in  Ireland,  on  account  of 
the  passing  of  a  recent  measure  in  this 
House  called  '*  The  Crimes  Act,"  the 
very  first  section  of  which  enables  these 
Eesident  Magistrates  to  conduct  a  pre- 
liminary inquiry  when  any  person  is 
accused  of  an  offence  under  the  Act. 
We  are  told  in  the  Act  that  these  pre- 
liminary inquiries  are  to  be  conducted 
by  two  Eesident  Magistrates,  of  whose 
legal  knowledge  and  experience  the 
Lord  Chancellor  shall  be  satisfied.  Now, 
if    a    Eesident    Magistrate   is   to    be 
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entrusted  with  the  exercise  of  these 
powers — which  are  nothing  more  nor 
less  than  a  revival  of  the  old  Star 
Chamber  powers — it  is  only  natural  to 
expect  that  the  magistrates  should  be, 
to  use  the  words  of  the  Act,  "  men  of 
legal  knowledge  and  legal  experience;" 
not  only  that,  but  the  Lord  Chancellor 
is  to  be  satisfied  that  they  are  men  of 
legal  knowledge  and  legal  experience ; 
and  that  is  laid  down  as  the  source  or 
the  qualification  which  is  to  guide  him 
in  drawing  his  supply  of  Besident 
Magistrates.  Now,  when  I  turn  to  the 
list  of  Eesident  Magistrates  in  Ireland 
I  find  that  out  of  56  whose  names  are 
included  in  the  Eetum  which  has  been 
laid  before  the  House  20  have  been 
Army  officers,  and  19  officers  of  the 
Constabulary.  Out  of  the  entire  num- 
ber there  are  only  five  in  whom  the 
Lord  Chancellor  could  have  any  con- 
fidence whatever  on  account  of  their 
legal  knowledge  and  experience.  Taking 
into  consideration  the  present  state  of 
Ireland,  in  view  of  the  legislation  which 
the  Government  have  forced  upon  an 
unwilling  House  by  means  of  their 
mechanical  majorities,  I  think  we  ought 
to  view  with  suspicion  any  Vote  pro- 
posed to  this  Committee  for  the  payment 
of  Eesident  Magistrates  appointed  under 
such  an  anomalous  system  as  I  have 
described.  What  confidence  can  the 
people  of  Ireland  have  in  a  body  of 
Besident  Magistrates  constituted  as 
these  men  are,  19  of  them  having  been 
selected  from  the  Constabulary,  and  20 
from  the  Army,  with  a  few  also  from  the 
Navy.  It  will  be  seen  that  they  are 
almost  entirely  selected  from  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Forces,  and  from  the  Constabu- 
lary, which  must  be  regarded  as  a  semi- 
military  force.  I  look  upon  it  as  a  grave 
and  startling  fact  that  two-thirds  of  the 
Irish  Eesident  Magistrates  should  be 
promoted  from  those  Services ;  and  I 
trust  that  the  Committee  will  not  pass 
the  Vote  without  having  a  close  and 
strict  explanation  from  the  Government 
as  to  what  the  qualifications  of  these 
gentlemen  are,  and  why,  in  the  present 
state  of  things,  they  should  be  retained 
in  this  position .  In  addition  to  the  fact  that 
the  1 9  Constabulary  officers  have  never 
had  any  opportunity  of  acquiring  either 
legal  knowledge  or  legal  experience, 
there  are  these  20  Army  officers  who 
have  never  had  any  acquaintance  with 
legal  procedure  or  Courts    of   Justice, 

Mr.  Flynn 


and  who  are  far  better  acquainted  with 
the  proceedings  of  a  drum-head  court 
martial.  In  addition  to  the  gentlemea 
I  have  referred  to,  I  find  one  magistrato 
down  the  list  who  seems  to  have  quali- 
fied himself  for  the  important  position 
of  Eesident  Magistrate  in  Ireland  at  a 
salary  of  £550  a-year  by  following  the 
avocation  of  an  ^my  tutor.  I  have  no 
doubt  that  an  Army  tutor  is  a  very  use- 
ful agent.  He  has  not  only  gone  througli 
his  degrees  in  the  Army,  but  he  has 
been  appointed  to  teach  the  elementary 
tactics  of  war,  and  he  ought  to  be  well 
up  in  what  is  known  as  strategy.  A 
part  of  his  duty  was  to  qualify  Militia- 
men for  commissions  in  the  Army— 
a  very  useful  qualification,  no  doubt; 
but  I  fail  to  see— and  I  think  the  Com- 
mittee will  be  in  a  similar  position — ^what 
qualification  an  Army  tutor  has  for  the 
appointment  of  Besident  Magistrate 
in  Ireland.  So  far  as  military  tactics 
fiure  concerned,  this  gentleman,  Mr.  John 
Bristol,  has  very  high  qualifications, 
and  will  probably  know  how  to  surround 
a  large  number  of  people  with  a  small 
number  of  military  or  police.  So  far 
as  that  qualification  goes,  he  may  be  in 
the  position  to  give  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
the  highest  satisfaction.  But  what  I 
want  to  know  is,  what  qualification  this 
gentleman  possesses  for  sitting  upon  the 
Bench  and  dispensing  justice  to  Her 
Majesty's  subjects;  and  especially  what 
qualification  he  possesses,  in  the  present 
condition  of  things  in  Ireland,  when  it 
is  absolutely  necessary  that  men  of  legal 
training  and  legal  mind  should  sit  upon 
the  Bench  in  order  to  hold  a  fair  balimce 
between  the  authorities  and  the  people 
who  may  be  brought  before  them,  and 
who  may  find  it  necessary  to  discuss 
points  of  law  of  the  greatest  possible 
nicety  ?  The  duty  the  Besident  Magis- 
trate has  to  discharge  in  the  first  in- 
stance is  to  make  a  special  inquiry  of  a 
somewhat  private  nature,  ana  then  to 
preside  and  administer  justice  in  a  Court 
of  Summary  Jurisdiction.  Whatqnali- 
fication  has  an  Army  tutor  for  such  a 
position  ?  Absolutely  none.  I  main- 
tain that  the  appointment  of  these  20 
Army  officers  and  the  1 9  Constabulary 
officers  is  a  scandal,  and  I  trust  the 
Committee  will  closely  scrutinize  the 
Vote  before  they  allow  it  to  be  taken. 
Looking  down  the  list  I  find  that  in 
addition  to  the  qualifications  I  have 
mentioned  there  is  a  Mr.  Lynch|  whose 
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qualification  is  that  he  has  occupied  a 
position  of  Consul  in  the  Colonies.  Now, 
what  qualification  is  that  for  dispensing 
justice  and  dealing  with  nice  points  of 
law  in  Ireland  ?  What  qualification  it 
is  for  dealing  with  a  country  which  is 
supposed  to  be  an  integral  part  of  the 
United  Kingdom  I  am  altogether  at  a 
loss  to  say.  A  gentleman  who  has 
occupied  this  position  can  have  no  idea 
whatever  of  the  equal  laws  and  equal 
liberties  which  hon.  Gentlemen  on  the 
other  side  of  the  House,  and  hon.  Gen- 
tlemen on  the  Benches  above  the  Gang- 
way on  this  side,  have  so  repeatedly 
assured  the  House  that  they  are  anxious 
to  give  tD  Ireland.  Will  Mr.  Lynch 
bring  to  the  Magisterial  Bench  in 
Queen's  County  his  notions  of  Colonial 
justice — his  notions  of  justice  as  it  is 
administered  to  the  niggers?  I  have 
not  the  most  remote  doubt  that,  in  the 
idea  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  and  the 
Assistant  Secretfiury,  a  man  who  has  ad- 
ministered justice  to  niggers  is  quite 
good  enough,  if  not  even  too  good,  to 
deal  with  the  circumstances  of  Ireland. 
My  contention  is  that,  at  any  rate,  the 
Besident  Magistrates  ought  to  be 
lawyers  capable  of  trying  these  cases 
in  a  legal  and  satisfactory  manner. 
They  ought  to  be  tried  in  accordance 
with  the  law  of  this  Bealm,  so  that 
that  justice  which  the  Dissentient 
Liberals  were  so  fond  of  talking  about 
during  the  debate  on  the  Coercion  Bill 
in  this  House,  and  even  more  fond  of 
talking  about  on  various  platforms 
throughout  the  country,  may  be  duly 
administered.  Looking  further  into 
this  list,  I  see  the  name  of  a  Mr. 
Vickers,  and  of  a  Mr.  J.  Peel  of  Balli- 
nasloe,  who  are  to  receive  salaries  of 
£550  a-year,  and  whose  only  qualifica- 
tions for  the  post  are  that  hitherto  they 
have  had  no  avocation  whatever.  They 
have  not  even  been  in  the  Army,  the 
Navy,  or  the  Militia.  Nevertheless, 
although  they  have  never  done  any- 
thing in  their  lives,  they  are  quite  good 
enough  to  go  to  Ireland  and  receive 
£550  a-year  for  taking  the  side  of  the 
Government  against  the  unfortunate 
people  who  will  be  brought  before  them. 
The  Government  have  searched  the 
Army ;  they  have  searched  the  Navy ;  they 
have  even  dredged  the  Militia  ;  and  they 
have  taken  men  wholesale  from  the 
Constabulary.      They   have  appointed 


one  man  who  has  served  as  one  of  Her 
Majesty's  Consuls  abroad,  although  the 
Eeturn  does  not  say  in  what  part  of  the 
civilized  or  uncivilized  world  he  has 
served.  What  guarantee  can  the  Lord 
Chancellor  have  that  these  men  have 
derived  any  legal  knowledge  or  experi- 
ence from  any  source  whatever  ?  I  have 
no  doubt  that  they  have  got  a  good 
certificate  from  Dublin  Castle,  and  the 
right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the 
Attorney  General  for  Ireland  ^Mr. 
Gibson)  may  say  that  the  Colonial  Con- 
sul displayed  distinguished  abilities 
abroad ;  but  how  that  assertion  can  be 
made  to  fit  in  with  a  proper  legal  know- 
ledge and  training  for  the  administration 
of  the  law  of  Ireland,  so  as  to  enable 
him  to  deal  with  a  new  Coercion  Bill 
involving  nice  and  delicate  points  of  law, 
I  am  unable  to  apprehend.  For  instance, 
the  Law  of  Conspiracy  may  be  constantly 
evaded  by  the  Constabulary  officers,  who 
will  be  in  a  position  to  bring  charges 
against  the  unfortunate  and  ignorant 
Irish  peasantry.  What  qualifications 
can  a  Consul  to  Her  Majesty  possess  for 
dealing  with  such  nice  and  difficult 
questions  of  law  ?  I  have  shown  that 
among  the  Eesident  Magistrates  are 
gentlemen  from  the  Army,  from  the  Navy, 
and  from  the  Militia ;  a  gentleman  who 
has  been  a  Consul  abroad,  others  who 
have  had  no  avocation  at  all,  and  now 
I  come  to  those  who  claim  to  have  some 
knowledge  of  the  law — namely,  barris- 
ters. Out  of  the  entire  number  of 
magistrates  whose  names  appear  in  this 
list  I  find  there  are  only  five  practising 
barristers.  We  have  a  great  many 
gentlemen  who  are  learned  in  the  law, 
but  they  are  gentlemen  who  never  held 
a  brief,  such  as  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Chief  Secretary,  who,  if  my 
information  is  not  incorrect,  is  himself 
learned  in  the  law.  Speaking  as  an 
ordinary  civilian,  not  knowing  much 
about  the  law,  and  not  wishing  to  know 
much  about  it,  I  should  certainly  prefer, 
if  I  had  to  take  my  chance  of  being  tried 
for  any  offence  under  this  Crimes  Bill, 
to  go  before  a  practising  barrister 
possessing  some  knowledge  and  ex- 
perience of  the  law  rather  than  a  man 
who  is  a  mere  dilettante  barrister.  A 
barrister  without  a  brief  is  very  like  a 
man  who  has  written  a  five-act  tragedy, 
but  has  never  seen  one  acted.  If  a 
manager  wanted  a  play  that  was  fit  to 
be  put  upon  the  stage  to-daj,  he  would 
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telegram  private,  and  notwithstanding 
the  inquiry  which  was  afterwards  set  on 
foot,  the  right  hon.  Q-entleman  the  Chief 
Secretary  came  down  to  that  Table  and 
gravely  informed  the  House  that  the 
telegram  was  sent  in  order  that  it  might 
be  made  as  public  as  possible.  The 
words  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will 
bear  no  other  construction.  If  the  tele- 
gram was  intended  to  be  made  as  public 
as  possible,  how  was  it  not  made  known 
at  once  in  Youghal  that  the  police  had 
been  instructed  to  proceed  with  mur- 
derous and  merciless  severity  ?  If  that 
was  the  object,  why,  when  Captain 
Plunkott  sent  down  the  telegram,  was  it 
not  immediately  published  by  the  Police 
Authorities  who  were  in  charge  of  the 
town  ?  If  that  course  had  been  taken 
the  people  would  have  gathered  around 
their  parish  priest,  they  would  have 
known  that  such  a  telegram  had  been 
sent,  they  would  have  been  aware  that 
it  was  intended  to  act  with  merciless 
rigour  and  severity,  and  the  killing  of 
the  unfortunate  man,  O'Hanlon,  would 
probably  not  have  taken  place.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  told  the  House 
that  the  telegram  was  sent  down  in  order 
to  prevent  a  collision  between  the  people 
and  the  police.  It  did  not  prevent  a 
collision ;  and  why  was  that  ?  Because 
tlie  telegram  itself  was  a  direct  incentive 
to  the  police  to  act  in  a  murderous  man- 
ner. On  that  occasion  the  unfortunate 
man  O'Hanlon,  a  Youghal  fisherman, 
was  stabbed  in  the  back  when  he  was 
running  away.  Is  it  the  duty  of  a  police 
officer,  when  he  sees  a  man  running 
away,  to  chase  him  and  drive  a  deadly 
weapon  through  his  back  ?  I  think  that 
that  very  significant  fact  contains  a 
whole  volume  in  itself.  No  matter  what 
Captain  Flunkett  does  as  a  Divisional 
Magistrate,  no  matter  who  he  chooses  to 
shoot,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Chief  Secretary  does  not  hesitate  to 
come  down  here  and  defend  his  action. 
Not  with  fair  and  legitimate  argument 
merely,  but  with  underhand  and  most 
disingenuous  assertion.  There  was  no 
necessity  for  the  telegram  whatever;  but 
the  tolegram  having  been  sent,  if  it  had 
been  made  public,  and  was  intended  to 
be  made  public,  I  would  fro(»ly  allow 
that  there  is  some  substance  in  the 
contention  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man. But  the  telegram  was  sent  in 
cipher,  and  its  contents  were  known  only 
to  Captain  Plunkett  and  the  recipient, 
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or  supposed  to  be  known  only  to  them. 
I  think  that  fact  throws  a  deadly  li^ 
upon  the  conduct  of  Captain  Plunkett, 
and  upon  the  apology  of  his  apologist^ 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Se- 
cretary. It  is  a  lamentable  state  of  things 
that  a  man  like  Captain  Plunkett  should 
be  allowed  to  exercise  jurisdiction  in 
Ireland  ;  it  is  a  terrible  state  of  affairs. 
Let  any  English  Member  in  this  Com- 
mittee imagine  for  a  moment  a  similar 
state  of  things  occurring  in  England; 
let  them  imagine  that  a  strike  had  bro- 
ken out  in  the  North,  and  that  the  fore- 
man of  the  works  was  on  the  side  of  the 
strikers  in  the  object  they  sought  to 
carry  out.  Suppose  that  in  such  cir- 
cumstances a  strong  body  of  police  was 
sent  down,  and  a  large  force  of  military 
held  in  reserve;  that,  in  the  distarb- 
ancos  which  subsequently  followed,  at 
the  very  worst,  a  few  threepenny  panes 
of  glass  were  broken ;  that  not  a  single  ! 
police  constable  was  able  to  show  any 
marks  of  ill-usage,  or  declared  that  he 
had  sustained  any  injure  whatever. 
Imagine  that  such  a  thing  had  occoned 
in  England,  and  that  the  disorder  was 
confined  entirely  to  shouting  and  hal- 
looing, and  to  the  breaking  of  a  few 
windows,  and  that  all  this  occurred  while 
a  large  crowd  of  people  were  in  the 
streets.  Of  course  there  are  no  Besident 
Magistrates  here ;  but  what  would  hon. 
Members  say  if  Sir  Charles  Warren  had 
sent  down  an  order  to  the  local  constabu- 
lary officer  to  "  Shoot  down  the  people; 
do  not  hesitate  to  fire  into  them?" 
Would  he  have  been  allowed  to  retain 
his  position  for  24  hours  longer?  He 
would  have  been  compelled  to  retire  in 
disgrace  without  a  pension,  and  his  con- 
duct would  have  met  with  the  execration 
of  every  member  of  the  community.  That 
is  what  would  have  occurred  if  this  ont- 
rago  had  happened  in  England.  But  in 
Ireland  it  is  regarded  as  part  of  the 
ordinary  duty  of  the  police,  and  the 
District  Inspector  is  complimented  upon 
his  good  conduct.  I  have  felt  it  my  duty 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  Committee, 
and  of  the  House  generally,  to  the  pro- 
coedings  of  Captain  Plunkett,  and  his 
arbitrary,  illegal,  and  indefensible  con- 
duct in  Ireland.  All  I  will  add  is  that 
if  such  a  man  is  retained  in  his  present 
position,  a  heavy  responsibility  will  rest 
on  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief 
Secretary.  He  may  think  lightly  of  the 
matter  to-day ;  but,  to  quote  an  old  say- 
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ing,  he  is  at  present  in  the  position  of 
''  a  young  bear  with  all  his  troubles  be- 
fore him."  All  I  can  say  is  that  the 
responsibility  of  whatever  disaster  may 
occur  in  Ireland  through  the  action  of 
such  men  as  Captain  Piunkett  will  fall 
on  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief 
Secretary,  and  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment, who  retain  persons  of  this  kind 
in  office.  I  have  shown  the  Committee 
what  class  of  men  the  Eesident  Magis- 
trates are,  and  what  sort  of  a  man  the  Di- 
visional Magistrate — Captain  Piunkett — 
is ;  and  if,  instead  of  law  and  order  being 
less  respected  than  it  is  at  present,  you 
have  more  difficulty  in  maintaining  it, 
you  will  have  to  blame  such  men  as 
Captain  Piunkett,  and  such  Ministerial 
apologists  as  the  light  hon.  Gentleman, 
who  hesitates  to  adopt  that  fair  and 
legitimate  course  of  argument  which  is 
alone  honourable  to  a  Member  of  the 
Government. 

The  chief  SECEETAEY  for  IRE- 
LAND (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfoue)  (Manches- 
ter, E.) :  The  hon.  Member  has  been 
good  enough  to  describe  my  conduct  in 
this  House  as  disingenuous  and  under- 
hand. I  will  not  inquire  how  far,  in 
such  circumstances,  it  deserves  a  reply, 
and  how  far  the  use  of  the  language  of 
that  kind  is  in  order  in  our  debates. 
Before  using  such  language  the  hon. 
Member  ought,  at  all  events,  to  have 
taken  the  precaution  of  seeing  that  he 
was  himself  accurately  stating  the  ele- 
mentary facts  of  the  case  to  which  he 
was  calling  the  attention  of  the  Com- 
mittee. The  hon.  Gentleman  has  told 
us  two  alleged  facts  in  regard  to  the 
recent  occurrences  at  Youghal,  both  of 
which  are  entirely  inaccurate,  and  both 
of  which  are,  as  I  understand,  necessary 
to  the  hon.  Member's  case.  One  is 
that  nobody  was  injured  except  the  man 
who  was  killed. 

Me.  FLYNN  :  Not  seriously  injured. 

Me.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  The  hon. 
Member  must  be  aware  that  I  have  on 
more  than  one  occasion  stated  that  many 
policemen  were  struck,  and  three  con- 
siderably injured,  by  the  stones  thrown 
at  them.  The  hon.  Member  has  further 
stated,  in  direct  contradiction  to  what 
has  been  told  to  the  House  on  Minis- 
terial authority,  that  the  telegram  to 
Captain  Piunkett  was  sent  under  condi- 
tions which  insured  its  privaoy.  One  of 
the  statements  I  have  made  to  the  House 
was  that  the  telegram  was  s^nt  under 


such  conditions  that  it  would  immedi- 
ately leak  out — as  it  did,  in  fact,  leak 
out.  The  hon.  Member  says  thai  the 
telegram  was  in  cipher.  The  telegram 
was  not  sent  in  cipher,  and  the  state- 
ment I  made  to  the  House  was  perfectly 
correct.  The  telegram  was  not  only 
justified  in  itself,  but  was  further  justi- 
fied by  the  fact  that  it  was  certain  to 
leak  out,  and  that  the  result  of  its  being 
made  public  would  undoubtedly  be  to 
prevent  an  attack  on  the  police.  The 
hon.  Gentleman  went  so  far,  I  think,  as 
to  say  that  if  the  telegram  had  not  been 
sent  in  cipher  the  man  0*Hanlon  would 
not  have  been  killed. 

Mb.  FLYNN :  Oh,  no ;  I  did  not  say 
that.  I  said  that  the  telegram  was  made 
public,  and  that  it  was  of  such  a  cha- 
racter that  it  naturally  led  the  Nationalist 
Party  to  apprehend  some  possible  vio- 
lence. 

Me.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  understood 
the  hon.  Member  in  some  way  to  con- 
nect H anion  with  the  telegram.  If, 
however,  I  misunderstood  him  I  will 
withdraw  that  part  of  my  argument.  I 
will  only  take  the  opportunity  of  re- 
asserting in  this  House  that  Captain 
Plunkett's  action  in  this  matter  was 
absolutely  justifiable,  and  resulted  in 
stopping  scenes  which  might,  and  pro- 
bably would,  under  other  circumstances, 
have  resulted  in  bloodshed  and  possible 
loss  of  life.  Leaving  the  case  of  Cap- 
tain Piunkett,  and  going  to  the  earlier 
part  of  the  hon.  Member's  speech — 
namely,  the  part  in  which  he  contended 
at  great  length  that  there  is  a  want  of 
proper  qualifications  in  the  Resident 
Magistrates  to  administer  the  law  in 
Ireland,  and  especially  the  Criminal 
Law  Amendment  Act,  the  hon.  Member 
appears  to  be  extremely  hard  to  please. 
He  will  not  admit  that  a  man  who  has 
served  in  the  Colonies  is  qualified  to 
administer  the  law  in  Ireland.  On  the 
contrary,  as  I  understand  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman, he  seems  to  draw  a  distinction 
between  justice  as  it  is  administered 
abroad  and  as  it  is  administered  at  home, 
for  he  asks — **  Are  Irishmen  only  to  be 
treated  to  Colonial  justice  ?  "  I  appre- 
hend that  justice  is  justice  everywhere, 
and  that  if  a  man  is  qualified  to  ad- 
minister justice  in  the  Colonies,  he  is 
equally  qualified  to  administer  it  in 
England,  Scotland,  Ireland,  or  anywhere 
else.  Not  only  does  the  hon.  Member 
object  to  the  unfitness  of  a  Resident 
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Magistrate  who  comes  from  the  Colonies, 
but  he  takes  exception  also  to  everybody 
who  has  been  a  soldier,  to  everybody 
who  has  been  a  sailor,  to  everybody  who 
has  had  no  avocation  at  all ;  but,  not 
satisfied  with  that,  ho  has  also  attacked 
the  appointment  of  barristers. 

Mb.  FLYNN  :  May  I  explain  that  I 
objected  only  to  those  who  were  not 
l)racti8ing  barristers  ? 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  The  hon. 
Member  would  apparently  be  content 
with  a  barrister  in  large  practice. 

Mr.  FLYNN :  Certainly. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  Well,  you 
cannot  get  a  barrister  in  largo  practice 
to  accept  Resident  Magistrateship  at 
£400  a-year.  If  the  Government  were 
to  restrict  themselves  to  the  supply  of 
men  furnished  by  the  Irish  Bar  they 
would  deliberately  deprive  themselves  of 
many  of  the  best  qualified  gentlemen 
whose  services  are  at  their  disposal.  I 
and  my  Predecessors  in  the  Office  of 
Chief  Secretary  are  of  opinion  that 
probably  the  very  best  policy  is  to  draw 
them  largely  from  the  Army.  I  believe 
that  from  that  source  you  will  get  men 
bettor  qualified  to  serve  you  at  £400, 
£500,  or  £600  a-year,  than  you  will  if 
you  restrict  yourselves  to  the  unsuccess- 
ful barristers  at  the  Irish  Bar.  It  is 
better  to  have  a  successful  soldier  than 
an  unsuccessful  barrister.  I  am  ready 
to  admit,  however,  that  wherever  circum- 
stances enable  us  to  obtain  the  services 
of  a  barrister  who  has  shown  that  he 
possessed  legal  knowledge  we  ought  to 
try  to  avail  ourselves  of  his  services,  and, 
in  point  of  fact,  the  proportion  of  barristers 
now  acting  as  Resident  Magistrates  is 
far  larger  than  it  was  in  the  time  of 
Lord  Spencer.  The  hon.  Member  has 
passed  a  condemnation  on  the  general 
qualifications  of  these  Resident  Magis- 
trates. I  beliovo  that  they  have  rendered 
great  and  valuable  services  in  the  past, 
and  that  they  are  qualified  to  render 
similar  services  to  the  State  in  the  future. 
On  this  point  I  would  advise  the  hon. 
Member  to  refer  to  the  opinion  ex- 
pressed in  public  by  Lord  Spencer,  and 
by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  present 
Member  for  the  Bridgeton  Division  of 
Glasgow  (Sir  George  Trevelyan).  The 
hon.  Member  has  drawn  largely  on  the 
speech  made  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
the  Harbour  Division  of  Dublin  (Mr. 
T.  C.  Harrington)  in  the  earlier  part  of 
the   Session,    and   has   asked   how   the 
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Government  could  possibly  think  of 
appointing  men  of  the  character  de* 
scribed  by  the  hon.  Member  to  the 
position  of  Resident  Magistrates.  Per- 
haps the  Committee  will  allow  me  to  re- 
call what  happened  on  that  occasioD. 
The  hon.  Member  for  the  Harbour 
Division  of  Dublin  called  attention  to 
certain  circumstances  which  occurred  30 
years  ago,  and  read  out  to  the  Hoase 
certain  letters  of  an  amusing  description 
that  he  had  obtained  at  an  auction  of  the 
effects  of  a  gentleman  who  had  been 
Secretary  to  a  Liberal  Lord  Lieutenant, 
and  he  implied  to  the  House  that  all  the 
gentlemen  to  whom  the  letters  referred 
had  been  appointed  Besident  Magis- 
tirates 

Mr.  FLYNN :  Some  of  them. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  When  he  was 
challenged  on  the  subject  by  the  noble 
Lord  the  Member  for  South  Paddington 
(Lord  Bandolph  Churchill),  the  hon. 
Gentleman  said  that  some  of  those  gentle- 
men— I  think  he  said  all — had  been  ap- 
pointed. Now,  this  is  not  the  first  time 
that  the  hon.  Member  for  the  Harbour 
Division  of  Dublin  has  shown  very  great 
readiness  of  resource  in  matters  of 
assertion.  \_Crie9  of  "  Order !  "  ]  Any 
hon.  Member  opposite  can  rise  to  Order 
if  he  likes.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  on  this 
particular  occasion  the  hon.  Member  was 
labouring  under  a  g^ve  misappre- 
hension. 

Mr.  sexton  (Belfast,  W.)  :  A  few 
hours  ago,  Mr.  Courtney,  you  ruled  that 
an  hon.  Member  was  out  of  Order  in 
accusing  another  hon.  Member  of  the 
same  thing  as  the  right  hon.  Qentleman 
is  now  accusing  my  hon.  Friend.  May 
I  ask  whether  it  is  in  Order  to  speak  of 
my  hon.  Friend  as  having  a  readiness  of 
resource  in  matters  of  assertion  ? 

The  chairman  :  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  is,  no  doubt,  goinff  very 
near  the  limit  of  disorder,  out  1  think 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  is  entitled  to 
proceed. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  What  I  was 
going  to  say  was  this — that  the  hon. 
Member  for  the  Harbour  Division  of 
Dublin  was  entirely  in  error  when  he 
made  that  statement.  I  have  inquired 
into  the  cases,  and  I  am  informed  that 
not  one  of  tho  gentlemen  recommended 
in  the  letters  which  the  hon.  Member 
read  to  the  House  was  appointed  by  the 
Liberal  Lord  Lieutenant  to  the  post  ot 
Resident  Magistrate. 
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Mr.  sexton  :  I  know  of  one  instance 
myself. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  I  am  informed 
that  there  was  one  gentleman  appointed 
of  the  same  name,  but  it  was  not  the 
gentleman  on  whose  behalf  the  letter  was 
written  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant.  Speaking 
generally,  I  do  not  think  it  will  be 
possible  to  improve  the  qualifications  of 
the  class  of  men  who  now  fill  the  re- 
sponsible position  of  Resident  Magistrates 
in  Ireland.  I  believe  that  they  have  in 
the  past,  and  that  they  will  continue  in 
the  future  to  discharge  to  the  satisfaction 
of  the  House  and  of  the  country  the  re- 
sponsible duties  which  have  been  en- 
trusted to  them. 

DR.TANNER(CorkCo.,Mid.):  I  must 
congratulate  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
on  his  readiness  of  assertion,  and  also 
upon  the  readiness  of  his  instruments,  the 
Dublin  Castle  officials,  who  supply  him 
with  the  information  which  from  time 
to  time  we  receive  in  this  House.  I 
have  listened  carefully  to  the  statement 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  this  even- 
ing, as  I  have  done  on  many  previous 
occasions.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
seems  to  have  made  up  his  mind  before 
taking  the  Office  of  Chief  Secretary 
that  everything  was  right,  and  that  he 
had  only  to  carry  out  to  the  uttermost 
the  proposals  of  the  detestable  gang 
who  rule  in  Dublin  Castle,  whose  con- 
duct in  respect  to  the  men  for  whom 
this  Vote  is  asked  to-night  has  been 
constantly  shown  up  in  this  House. 
From  the  beginning  to  the  end  of  this 
Vote  there  are  points  which  could  be 
raised  and  which  ought  to  be  raised.  Un- 
fortunately, we  are  approaching  the  end 
of  the  Session;  and  our  time  being 
well  nigh  spent  the  amount  of  attention 
which  the  Vote  ought  to  receive  cannot 
possibly  be  devoted  to  it.  It  is,  there- 
fore, impossible  for  us  in  this  matter  to 
do  justice  to  the  constituents  who  sent 
us  here.  We  may,  however,  do  some- 
thing to  endeavour  to  alleviate  their 
Bufierings  and  prevent  gross  injustice 
and  shameful  wrong  from  being  inflicted 
upon  them.  The  principal  item  of  the 
Vote  to  which  the  attention  of  the 
House  has  been  this  evening  directed  is 
the  item  for  the  magistrates — notably 
for  Special  Magistrates  and  Resident 
Magistrates.  Again  and  again  in  pre- 
Tious  Sessions  of  Parliament  has  the 
oonduot  of  these  men,  who  have  always 
been  the  partizans  of  one  section  of  the 


people  —  the  landocracy  —  been  shown 
up,  and  I,  for  one,  have  repeatedly  en- 
deavoured, in  my  own  way,  to  show  it 
up.  I  regret  that  I  have  not  that 
readiness  of  expression  and  happiness 
of  phraseology  which  some  of  my 
hon.  Friends  possess,  and  that  I 
cannot,  accordingly,  deal  with  these 
matters  in  the  way  in  which  I 
should  like  to  deal  with  them.  But  I 
have  known — and  have  known  from  my 
youth  upwards— during  all  that  part  of 
my  time  which  I  have  spent  in  Ireland, 
the  character  and  conduct  of  these  Resi- 
dent Magistrates,  and  I  can  assure  the 
Committee  that  whenever  there  is  any 
little  job  to  be  done  on  the  part  of  the 
landlords  in  Ireland  these  men  are 
invariably  consulted.  In  my  own  dis- 
trict— Macroom — what  happens?  Let 
me  instance  the  case  of  Mr.  James  Gal- 
lagher in  the  Ardilaun  district.  Being 
desirous  of  getting  his  rents  he  wrote  a 
letter  to  Captain  Stokes,  who  went  to 
the  County  Club  on  the  Saturday  after- 
noon, and  there  and  then  the  two  settled 
the  whole  business  between  them.  This 
kind  of  **  hugger-muggering  "  goes  on 
Saturday  after  Saturday ;  and  let  me  say 
that  I  only  speak  of  what  I  have  heard 
and  seen,  and  it  certainly  goes  beyond 
what  hon.  Members  generally  can  have 
any  idea  of.  When  we  raise  specific 
issues  as  to  the  mode  in  which  these 
men  exercise  their  administrative 
functions  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Chief  Secretary — who  appears  to  have 
made  up  his  mind  at  the  outset — re- 
fuses to  give  us  a  hearing,  although  one 
of  the  cases  we  are  anxious  to  direct 
attention  to  is  the  murder  at  Youghal, 
which  strongly  stirred  up  the  feeling  of 
the  people  in  this  country  in  reference 
to  the  unfortunate  Irish  people.  When 
the  circumstance  was  brought  before 
the  House  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
rose,  on  the  occasion,  with  a  laugh — a 
laugh  which  I  hope  his  constituents 
will  remember  and  the  country  will  bear 
in  mind  on  the  first  opportunity  that 
may  arise.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
ought  to  have  felt  that  the  life  of  a  poor 
fisherman  of  Youghal  was  deserving  of 
as  much  care  and  as  much  attention,  and 
that  there  ought  to  be  as  much  pity 
shown  for  his  case  as  there  would  have 
been  if  he  was  one  of  the  lords  of  the 
land.  If  there  is  anything  that  could 
make  the  people  of  Ireland  naturally 
indignant  and  exasperated,  it  is  the  fact 
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that    a  poor    fisherman  was  wantonly 
slain  in  tho  streets  of  Youghal  in  con- 
sequence of    the  violence — the    insane 
and  senseless  violence — of  the  officials  of 
the  Department  now  under  considera- 
tion.    The  name  of  Captain  Plunkett 
has  heen  brought  under  the  notice  of 
the  House  again  and  again.     Who  is 
Captain  Plunkett?     Why  was  he  ap- 
pointed ?     He  served  for  a  short  time 
in  the  Army;   but  his  name  does  not 
appear  in  the  Beturn  because  he  is  a 
Divisional  Magistrate,  and  not  a  Besi- 
dent  Magistrate.     I  hapx^en  to   know 
all  about  Captain  Plunkett,  however,  and 
on  other  occasions  I  have  endeavoured 
to  enlighten  the  House  as  to  what  he  is. 
He  is    now  a  Divisional    Magistrate ; 
he  was  taken  from  the  Army,  but  he 
does  not  appear  to  have  achieved  any 
great  or  glorious  position  while  in  that 
position.     He  handles  the  billiard  cue 
much  better  than  the  sword ;  and  I  have 
not  heard  that  since  he  left  the  Army 
he    has     distinguished    himself    much 
better   with    the    pen    than  with    the 
sword.     With  the  billiard  cue,  however, 
he    certainly    is     accomplished.       The 
greatest  exploit  of  Captain  Plunkett' s 
was  in  the  City  of  Cork,  in  days  gone 
by,  when  he  drove  a  tamdem  down  a 
steep  hill  at  full  gallop.     Fortunately 
for  the    gallant  Captain,   he    did    not 
break  his  neck  on  that   occasion,  nor 
that  of  a  relative  of  mine  who  accom- 
paaied  him.     He  is  an  extremely  bad- 
tempered  man,  and  it  is  deplorable  that 
such  a  man  should  be  placed  in  the  position 
of  Divisional  Magistrate,  in  charge  of 
three  of  the  most  important  counties  of 
Ireland — Cork,   Kerry    and    Limerick. 
With  a  bad-tempered  man  in  charge  of 
those  three  counties  it  cannot  be  sur- 
prising that  you  occasionally  have  such 
cases  as  that  of  O'Hanlon.     The  hon. 
and    learned    Gentleman    the  Solicitor 
General  laughs,  but  it  is  not  a  laughable 
matter.     With    the    liability    of    such 
cases  as  that  of  O'Hanlon  occurring  in 
the  district,  it  is  much  to  be  deplored 
that  such   a  man  as  Captain  Plunkett 
should  be  in  charge  of   it.     I  recollect 
an  instance   which  occurred  this   time 
last  year,  when  two  of  my  hon.  Friends 
were  returned  for   the    City   of    Cork. 
Captain   Plunkett  was  in  the  billiard 
room  of  the  County  Club  at  the  time 
the     announcement    of    their     return 
was  made,   and  in  a   fit  of  passion  he 
at  once  broke  his   billiard   cue    across 
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his  knee,  and  threw  it  to  the  other  side 
of  the  room.     On  another  occasion  Cap- 
tain Plunkett,  acting  upon  the  powers 
with  which    he    was    entrusted,    pro- 
claimed   a    meeting    which    I   was  to 
have  attended  at  Youghal.     We  heard 
a    great      deal    about      Youghal    in 
the  autumn  of  last  year.     I  ought  to 
know    something    about    Youghal.    1 
have  been  for  a  long  time  in  the  dis- 
trict,  and  I  know   that   the  town   of 
Youghal  is  one  of  the  most  peaceful, 
quiet,  and  tranquil  towns  in  Ireland,  and 
that  it  was  in  the  centre  of  one  of  the 
most  peaceful  districts  in  the    South, 
until  Captain    Plunkett    succeeded  in 
stirring  up  bad  feeling  and  inciting  to 
disturbance  and  disorder.     I  trust  that 
that  was  not  the  reason  why  he  was  sent 
there.     On  the  occasion  to  which  I  refer 
a  meeting  was  called  in  connection  with 
the  evictions  on  the  Ponsonby  estate, 
and  the  night  before  the  meeting  was 
to  take  place,    Captain   Plunkett  sent    | 
down  a  bundle  of  bills,  drawn  up  the 
night  before,  proclaiming  the  meeting; 
and  this  is  a  matter  to  which  I  feel  it 
necessary  to  enforce  attention.    Captain 
Plunkett  and  other  magistrates,  who 
have  fplenty  of  time  at  their  disposal, 
have  never  proclaimed  a  meeting  until 
shortly  before  it  is  going  to  be  held, 
and  the  precedent  of  Captain  Plunkett 
is  what    was    practically  adopted  tho 
other  day  in  County  Clare.     In  conso- 
quence  of  his  well-know  predilection  for 
this  mode  of  proceeding,   the  gallant 
captain  has  obtained  the  name  of  "Paste 
Pot  Plunkett"  in  the  South  of  Ireland. 
As  it  was,  at  the  last  moment  that  the 
meeting  at  Youghal    was    proclaimed 
people  naturally  got  indignant.     When 
a  meeting  has  been  proclaimed,  a  large 
body  of  police  is  sent  down — ^which  is 
another    mistake,    because    when   the 
people  have  become  indignant  there  is 
sometimes  a  row,  and  when  there  is  a 
row,  the  police  charge  the  people,  and 
generally  a  number  of  persons  are  hurt. 
I  mention  this  as  a  deplorable  fact,  and 
I  certainly  attribute  it  to  the  known 
predilection  of  this  man,  Plunkett,  for 
this  particular  mode  of  procedure  in 
these  matters.    On  the  oooasion  I  am 
referring  to  at  Youghal,  he  proclaimed 
the  meeting  on  the  night  before.  Having 
fortunately  heard  of  it,  and  ezeroisiDg  a 
little  discretion,  I  was  able  on  that  day 
to  address  no  less  than  about  five  meet- 
ings in  and  about  the  district.   To  show 
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tho  stupidity  of  Captain  Plunkett,  I  may 
Bay  that  ho  proclaimed  the  town  of 
Youghal,  but  he  never  dreamt  of  pro- 
claiming tho  County  of  Waterford,  which 
is  on  the  other  side  of  the  water.  Ac- 
cordingly I  went  from  Youghal,  met  a 
number  of  my  friends,  and  told  them 
that  Captain  Plunkett  had  proclaimed 
the  County  of  Cork;  ^but  he  had  no 
power  whatever  to  proclaim  the  County 
of  Waterford,  seeing  that  he  is  only 
Divisional  Magistrate  for  the  counties 
of  Cork,  Kerry,  and  Limerick.  There- 
fore, all  we  had  to  do  was  to  get  a  ferry 
boat  and  go  across  the  river  to  hold 
meetings  in  the  County  of  Waterford, 
which  we  accordingly  did,  much  to 
Captain  Plunkett's  disgust.  Generally 
Captain  Plunkett  contrives  to  gloss  over 
his  stupidity,  but  he  invariably  acts 
with  increased  brutality  on  the  next  oc- 
casion. I  certainly  think  that  his  con- 
duct and  character  ought  to  be  inquired 
into.  Even  the  unfortunate  "shadows" 
who  follow  him  about — I  can  assure  the 
Committee  that  I  have  had  some  of  these 
men  under  my  own  personal  care — are 
nearly  worried  to  death  owing  to  the 
abnormal  hours  the  gallant  captain 
affects.  Of  course,  when  he  has  a  game 
of  cards,  or  a  billiard  match  in  hand,  he 
does  not  like  to  break  up  the  game 
until  he  has  made  his  money,  and  in 
that  way,  or  in  his  attendance  on 
married  ladies,  he  keeps  the  persons 
who  follow  him  about  up  all  night  till 
they  break  down  in  health. 

Tub  chairman  :  I  must  ask  the 
hon.  Gentleman  to  moderate  his  lan- 
guage. The  hon.  Member  must  re- 
member what  is  due  to  the  House  of 
Commons. 

Dr.  tanner  :  I  always  remember 
what  is  due  to  the  House  of  Commons ; 
but  I  could  not  help  adverting,  in  pass- 
ing, in  the  mildest  manner,  to  the  well- 
known  character  of  Captain  Plunkett  in 
the  County  of  Cork.  But  Captain  Plun- 
kett does  not  stand  alone.  There  are 
many  others  of  the  same  class.  The 
Committee  were  told  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  just  now 
that  there  could  be  no  better  men  for 
the  position  of  magistrates  than  gentle- 
men who  have  graduated  in  the  Army. 
I  think  that  is  a  singular  admission — a 
very  cynical  and  sinister  admission  on 
the  part  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman. 
If  it  were  necessary  to  hold  drumhead 
courts  martial  upon  the  people,  of  course 


it  would  be  very  well  to  get  military 
officers  to  conduct  them.  But  if  you 
wish  to  deal  with  the  people  in  a  legal 
way,  you  should  appoint  men  who  are 
capable  of  reasoning  and  bringing  a 
certain  amount  of  technical  knowledge 
to  bear  upon  the  cases  brought  before 
them.  I  should  certainly  say — looking 
at  the  matter  from  a  plain,  common-sense 
point  of  view — that  a  soldier  cannot 
be  the  best  man  to  appoint.  We  know 
that  soldiers  are  generally  gentlemen 
who  have  a  certain  number  of  aristo- 
cratic relatives.  This  is  the  case  with 
Captain  Plunkett,  Captain  Stokes,  Mr. 
Warburton,  Mr.  Carew,  and  others. 
If  hon.  Members  will  run  their  eye 
over  the  list  of  Resident  Magistrates 
they  must  see  that  the  way  in  which 
most  of  these  military  magistrates  have 
been  appointed  is  a  job  is  consequence  of 
their  having  aristocratic  connections,  who 
want  to  pension  off  their  poor  relations 
upon  the  State.  I  could  give  the  Com- 
mittee dozens  of  instances.  A  man 
is  sent  into  the  Army,  and  after  serving 
for  a  time,  a  noble  or  distinguished 
relative  looks  out  for  a  comfortable  berth 
for  him.  I  remember  a  case  which 
occurred  in  the  City  of  Cork  not  long 
ago.  The  relatives  of  one  gentleman 
there — poor  fellow,  he  is  dead  now — 
simply  because  he  happened  to  be  a 
bankrupt,  worked  Heaven  and  earth  to 
get  a  Resident  Magistracy  for  him. 
His  name  was  put  down  upon  the  list 
for  such  a  post,  but,  unfortunately, 
before  his  turn  came  round  he  died. 
The  sooner  all  of  them  are  super- 
annuated— I  will  not  say  dead — the 
better.  No  doubt  these  gentlemen  may 
be  pleasant  men  to  meet  socially — 
Captain  Plunkett  is  pleasant  enough, 
socially — except  that  he  uses  too  much 
patchouli.  The  present  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Chief  Secretary  has  had  very 
little  experience  of  these  matters.  He 
only  met  the  Divisional  Magistrates  the 
other  day  for  the  first  time,  and  even 
then  only  a  select  few,  and  Captain 
Plunkett  was  one  of  them.  As  to  Cap- 
tain Stokes,  he  is  a  Resident  Magistrate ; 
he  has  been  in  the  Army,  and  his  age 
when  he  was  appointed  was  37.  He  is 
stationed  at  Blarney  in  the  Coimty  of 
Cork;  originally,  he  had  £300  a  year, 
and  he  now  gets  £550.  I  am  afraid 
I  shall  feel  it  my  duty  to  wind  up  my 
remarks  by  moving  the  reduction  of  the 
Vote  by  the  amount  of  Captain  Stokes' 
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salary.  I  am  sorry  that  I  should  have 
to  mentioa  so  many  facts  that  are  really 
to  the  discredit  of  the  Irish  Magistracy, 
Lilt  there  are  so  many  things  to  object 
to  in  them  in  their  personal  character. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Sec- 
rotary  has  expressed  unqualified  approba- 
tion of  Eesident  Magistrates  who  have 
graduated  in  the  Army.  Now,  there 
has  been  a  g^eat  deal  of  disturbance  in 
the  district  in  which  Captain  Stokes  is 
placed.  Again  and  again  I  have 
brought  cases  before  the  House  in  con- 
nection with  the  action  of  Captain  Stokes, 
and  I  propose  now  to  call  attention  to 
two  or  three  of  the  various  cases  which 
I  have  brought  forward.  Not  long  ago 
a  man  named  Timothy  Buckley  was 
charged  before  a  Bench  of  Magistrates 
— I  think  it  was  on  the  27th  of  April 
last — with  attacking  the  dwelling-house 
of  a  man  named  Farrell,  and  with  pre- 
senting a  revolver  at  Farr ell's  head. 
Now,  it  is  not  everybody  who  is  allowed 
to  go  about  the  streets  armed  with  a 
revolver,  and  this  man,  Buckley,  was  a 
notoriously  bad  character.  There  had 
been  a  previous  conviction  against  him, 
and  he  was  deemed  a  rowdy  in  every 
sense  of  the  word.  I  endeavoured  to 
obtain  some  information  from  tho  right 
hon.  Gentleman  whose  duty  it  is  to 
answer  Questions  dealing  with  these 
points,  but  no  information  could  I  get. 
Buckley  was  in  the  employ  as  an  emer- 
gency man  of  the  Cork  Defence  Union, 
with  the  members  of  which  Captain 
Stokes  was  on  intimate  terms.  Buck- 
ley was  brought  before  the  Magistrates, 
Captain  Stokes  and  Mr.  Lynch,  when  it 
was  clearly  proved  that  he  had  the 
revolver,  that  ho  drew  it  upon  this  old 
man,  the  owner  of  the  dwelling-house 
that  was  attacked,  and  his  two  daughters. 
It  was  also  proved  that  another  of  the 
persons  who  was  charged  with  Buckley 
had  undergone  confinement  for  a  term 
of  five  years  in  the  County  of  Cork. 
Captain  Stokes  admitted  thatthe  evidence 
given  satisfied  the  Bench  that  these 
emergency  men  had  committed  tho 
offence  with  which  they  were  charged. 
But  what  happened  on  that  occasion? 
Captain  Stokes,  although  he  said  that 
the  outrage  ought  not  to  have  been 
committed,  refused  to  send  the  case  for 
trial,  and  the  other  Magistrate,  Mr. 
Lynch,  disagreeing  with  that  decision, 
said  that  such  downright  blackguardism 
ought  not  to  go  unpunished.     That  is 
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case  No.  1  against  Captain  Stokes. 
Captain  Stokes  was  on  the  Bench  not 
merely  performing  a  mag'lsterial  func- 
tion, but  he  was  there  also  as  a  friend 
and  admirer  of  the  Cork  Defence 
Union.  He  is  altogether  one  of  the 
Club,  and  ho  really  lives  there  when 
in  the  County  of  Cork.  It  could 
hardly  be  expected  that  a  man  enjoy- 
ing favouritism  of  that  kind  would 
go  and  desert  his  friends,  or  when  an 
opportunity  arose,  would  not  stand  up  for 
them.  It  was  a  case  of — **  If  you  will 
scratch  me,  I  will  scratch  you."  Case 
No.  2  occurred  in  the  BallyTOurnoen  dis- 
trict on  tho  20  th  May  last.  Captain  Stokes 
was  on  the  Bench  with  a  well  known 
man— I  am  sorry  I  cannot  call  him  a 
gentleman  —  Jeremiah  Hafferty.  On 
that  occasion  an  unfortunate  old  man, 
who  did  not  know  a  word  of  English, 
and  whose  name  was  Casey,  was  brought 
before  the  Bench  in  consequence  of  some 
small  row  that  had  occurred  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood. What  did  Captain  Stokos 
say  from  the  Bench  about  that  unforta- 
nate  old  man?  The  remark  he  made 
was — *'The  old  gentleman  appears  to 
have  been  a  fighting  old  rascal."  Now, 
is  that  language  which  any  magistrate 
ought  to  make  use  of  ?  I  am  only  giving 
the  Committee  one  or  two  instances  t) 
show  the  kind  of  magistrate  Captain 
Stokes  is ;  but,  if  I  were  so  disposed,  I 
could  take  up  the  time  of  the  Committee 
for  hours  in  giving  instances  as  to  the 
way  in  which  this  gentleman  deals  wilii 
the  cases  which  are  brought  before  him. 
An  Irish-speaking  witness  gave  evidence 
on  behalf  of  Casey,  which  was  impro- 
perly interpreted  by  the  Court.  A 
neophite,  under  the  control  of  Captain 
Stokes,  performed  the  task  of  inter- 
proter,  and  his  interpretation  was  ob- 
jected to  on  the  ground  that  it  was  an 
improper  translation  of  the  evidence 
given  on  behalf  of  the  prisoner.  It  was 
then  that  Captain  Stokes  turned  round, 
in  a  laughing  way,  and  spoke  of  Oasey 
being  *'a  fighting  old  rascal."  On  a 
subsequent  occasion,  some  other  persons 
were  brought  before  the  Ballyyoameen 
Bench  of  Magistrates— third  cousins  of 
Mr.  Qaggerty — who  were  charged  with 
throwing  stones  at  some  houses  belong- 
ing  a  person  they  did  not  like,  and  with 
creating  a  disturbance.  In  that  case,  of 
course,  there  was  no  rule;  it  is  only 
when  a  case  is  preferred  against  one  of 
the  people  that  Captain  Stokes  shines. 
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I  implore  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  to  look  into 
the  conduct  of  these  magistrates  in  a 
more  independent  spirit  than  he  has  yet 
displayed.     I  ask  him  to  make  an  in- 
quiry from  all  sides.     I  do  not  want  a 
sort  of  left-handed  inquiry.     Of  course, 
if  you  inquire  from  one  official  what  the 
action  of  another  official  is  one  will  back 
up  the  other.     We  have  had  that  de- 
monstrated over  and  over  again  to  the 
satisfaction  of  all  sane  and  moderate 
individuals.     But  I  say  that  these  men, 
whose  conduct  I  have  impeached — and 
shall  be  prepared  to  impeach  whenever 
an  opportunity  is  afforded  to  me — are 
manifestly  unfit  to  discharge  the  duties 
of  magistrates.     Their  conduct  stands 
indicted  before  the  House,  and  I  invite 
the  right  lion.  Gentleman,  if  he  is  really 
desirous  of  having  law  and  order  re- 
spected in  Ireland,  to  do  something  in 
the  matter.     Only  about  three  months 
ago  another  point  occurred  in  reference 
to  Captain  Stokes  and  the  administra- 
tion of  justice.     The  Macroom  band  has 
been   in  the   habit  of   performing    on 
Saturday    evening    in    the    square    of 
Macroom.     Some  evictions  were  threa- 
tened in  the  district  about  six  miles  from 
Macroom.     A  meeting  was  called,  but 
although  it  was  postponed,  it  was  pro- 
claimed ;  and  the  authorities  would  not 
allow  the  band  to  go  into  the  square  to 
play,  as  usual,  because  a  meeting  had 
been  proclaimed  six  miles  off.     What 
would  be  said  in  England  if  such  an 
occurrence  happened  ?    If  a  man  in  this 
country,  filling  a  similar  position  to  that 
which  is  occupied  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  in  con- 
nection with  Ireland,  prevented  a  band 
from  performing  for  the  amusement  of 
the  town's  people,  he  would  be  over- 
whelmed with  ridicule  and  contempt. 
I  contend  that  the  way  in  which  these 
men  act  is  absurd  and  contemptible. 
They  conduct  themselves  as  tyrants  and 
despots ;  and  I  presume  it  is  because  the 
Irish  Hepresentatives  are  now   deter- 
mined in  every  possible  way  to  show  up 
their  actions,  that  we  are  refused  an  in- 
vestigation into  the  circumstances  of  the 
cases  which  we  have  brought  before  the 
IIou83.      I  shall   not  trespass  further 
upon  the  time  of  the  House,  nor  shall  I 
at  the  present  moment  move  a  reduction 
of  the  Vote.    I  hope,  however,  to  receive 
from  the  right  hon.  Gentleman   some 
answer  to  the  cases  I  have  quoted,  and 


to  get  from  him  an  assurance  that  in  the 
fulfilment  of  his  function  he  will  com- 
mand an  investigation  to  be  made  into 
these  matters.  He  will  certainly  do  so 
if  he  is  desirous  to  see  the  winter  pass 
over  our  heads  tranquilly — as  I  sincerely 
hope  it  will — and  by  so  doing  he  will 
do  something  to  guard  the  sacred  cause 
of  law  and  order. 

Mr.  GILHOOLY  (Cork,  W. ) :  Having 
had  some  experience  of  the  manner  in 
which  the  magistrates  appointed  in  Ire- 
land perform  their  duty,  I  have  come  to 
the  conclusion  that  they  are  utterly 
unfit  for  the  posts  they  occupy.  Men- 
tion has  been  made  by  my  hon.  Friend 
the  Member  for  Mid  Cork  (Dr.  Tanner) 
of  the  conduct  of  Captain  Stokes  on 
various  occasions.  Perhaps  I  may  be 
allowed  to  relate  to  the  Cfommittee  an 
extraordinary  incident  which  relates  to 
the  conduct  of  Captain  Stokes  and  Mr. 
Warburton,  another  Hesident  Magis- 
trate, which  incident  no  one  in  this 
House  will  be  prepared  to  deny.  Imme- 
diately after  the  passing  of  the  Crimes 
Act  of  1882  I  presided  at  a  meeting  in 
my  native  town  of  Ban  try,  which  is  part 
of  the  Division  of  Cork  I  now  represent. 
After  the  meeting  was  held  I  was  served 
with  a  summons,  as  also  was  the  present 
Mayor  of  Cork  and  the  Chairman  of  the 
Board  of  Guardians.  Three  hours  after 
the  case  came  on  for  trial;  Captain 
Stokes  and  Mr.  Eaton,  who  conducted 
the  trial,  adjourned  for  luncheon  to  the 
home  of  Mr.  Warburton,  the  Eesident 
Magistrate,  and  the  question  was  there 
discussed  of  the  sentence  which  the  ac- 
cused  persons  should  receive.  Captain 
Stokes  proposed  that  I  should  get  six 
months,  and  the  other  two  three  months 
each  ;  but  Mr.  Warburton  remonstrated, 
and  said  three  months  for  me  and  two 
months  each  for  the  others.  The  trial 
went  on,  and,  after  three  dikys,  the  very 
sentence  which  was  settled  at  the 
luncheon  on  the  first  day  was  awarded ; 
I  got  three  months  and  my  friends  two 
months.  I  did  not  care  about  the  im- 
prisonment at  all;  it  did  not  take  a 
feather  out  of  me.  I  felt  that  I  was 
only  doing  my  duty  to  the  people  who 
are  now  my  constituents,  out  what  I 
do  complain  of  is  that  these  gentlemen 
should  have  arranged  at  luncheon  the 
punishment  I  was  to  get  t  ./o  days  after- 
wards. I  have  called  upon  Mr.  War- 
burton, from  my  place  in  this  House,  to 
contradict  a  statement  I  made  in  refer* 
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ence  to  the  action  of  Captain  Stokes  and 
Mr.  Eaton  on  another  occasion.  A 
friend  of  Mr.  Warburton,  well  known  in 
the  town,  has  said  that  I  acted  very  un- 
gratefully towards  that  gentleman,  see- 
ing that  he  had  on  the  previous  occasion 
taken  three  months  off  my  imprison- 
ment. I  replied  that  it  was  entirely 
upon  public  grounds  that  I  acted.  The 
case  was  Begina  against  Michael  Walsh, 
Thomas  Culler,  and  Robert  Kelly,  the 
last  two  of  whom  were  charged  with 
threatening  to  shoot  the  gamekeeper 
of  the  Earl  of  Kenmare  on  the  11th  of 
January  last.  In  the  first  place,  one  of 
the  witnesses  who  saw  the  attempted 
shooting  spoke  to  the  men  having  their 
faces  blackened  and  that  he  was  con- 
sequently unable  to  recognize  them; 
but  he  heard  a  shot  fired.  In  the  month 
of  February  this  witness  made  a  further 
deposition  to  the  effect  that  he  saw  two 
men  go  towards  the  gamekeeper,  and 
when  about  20  yards  off,  as  far  as  he 
could  judge,  he  saw  the  two  men.  He 
spoke  to  one  of  them,  whose  face  was 
coloured  black,  but  he  received  no 
answer.  He  then  saw  the  man  put  his 
hat  on  the  ground,  and  go  down  on  his 
knee.  He  had  a  gun  in  his  hand. 
**  That  man,"  he  added,  **  I  identify  as 
Bobert  Kelly."  Yet  this  man  had 
sworn  that  he  did  not  know  either  of 
the  men  because  their  faces  were 
blackened.  In  cross-examination  the 
witness  admitted  that  he  had  been  ac- 
cused of  homicide,  and  that  he  had  suf- 
fered 12  months'  imprisonment  for 
sheep  stealing.  In  the  case  of  which  I 
have  been  speaking,  the  prosecution 
was  in  the  end  withdrawn.  Now,  what 
I  complain  of  is  that  these  young  men, 
who  belonged  to  respectable  families, 
had  been  imprisoned  and  sent  for  trial 
on  the  information  of  a  man  who  was 
notoriously  one  of  the  worst  characters 
in  the  whole  district.  The  Attorney 
General  saw  at  once  that  it  was  not  a 
case  to  send  before  a  jury,  and  he  at 
once  had  it  withdrawn,  and  I  believe 
that  both  of  the  accused  subsequently 
received  licences  to  carry  guns.  It  was 
monstrously  unjust,  in  my  opinion,  on 
the  part  of  Mr.  Warburton  to  keep  these 
young  men  for  five  months  in  gaol,  and 
afterwards  to  grant  them  gun  licenses. 
It  turned  out  subsequently  that  another 
bailiff  of  Lord  Kenmare  brought  Keown 
—the  witness — to  the  accused  men,  and 
pointed  out  who  he  was  to  swear  against. 

Mr,  Gilhooly 


That  is  how  the  prosecution  was  got  up 
against  two  respectable  young  men  by 
the  family  of  Keown,  who  were  known 
to  be  the  most  dishonest  and  disreputable 
family  in  the  whole  parish.  I  think 
that  some  supervision  ought  to  be  exer- 
cized over  the  action  of  Mr.  Warburton, 
and  that  he  should  not  be  allowed  to 
proceed  with  impunity  against  persons 
whom  the  landlords  and  their  agents 
happen  to  have  a  grudge  against.  I  am 
afraid  that  the  system  of  tyranny  which 
prevails  in  this  part  of  Ireland  only 
tends  to  aggravate  the  people,  and  that 
it  fails  to  secure  their  respect  for  the 
administration  of  justice.  ILet  me  men- 
tion another  case  in  which  Mr.  War- 
burton was  concerned — the  case  of  the 
son  of  a  landlord  named  O'Donovan, 
who  was  caught  Moonlighting  and 
knocking  down  fences,  but  was  only 
fined  28.  6d,  Another  person,  brought 
into  court  for  attempted  murder,  had 
attacked  a  small  boy  and  thrown  him 
into  a  pool  of  water.  If  another  man 
had  not  been  coming  up  the  road,  tho 
boy  would  have  been  strangled  or 
drowned.  Yet  the  offender  only  got 
three  months'  imprisonment,  instead  of 
the  case  being  sent  to  the  Assizes  for 
trial. 

Mr.  SEXrON :  Who  was  the  magis- 
trate ? 

Mr.  GILHOOLY  :  The  same  gentle- 
man— Mr.  Warburton.  In  another  case 
— for  throwing  stones— Mr.  Warburton 
returned  the  prisoners  for  trial  at  the 
Oork  Assizes,  but  the  Crown  Prosecutor 
withdrew  the  information,  and  let  the 
men  out  on  their  own  recognizances. 
Persons  are  imprisoned  because  they 
oppose  the  landlords  and  give  them 
annoyance.  It  is  time,  in  my  judgment, 
for  this  scandal  to  be  put  a  stop  to,  and 
it  is  with  that  object  that  I  have  called 
the  attention  of  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  the  Attorney  Gkneral 
for  Ireland  (Mr.  Gibson)  and  the  Go- 
vernment to  it.  Before  any  man  is  im- 
prisoned the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  should  peruse  the  informa- 
tion, and  not  allow  the  Resident  Magis- 
trates in  small  country  towns  to  obey 
the  behests  of  the  landlords. 

Mr.  DEASY  (Mayo,  W.):  I  desire 
to  add  my  protest  against  the  way  in 
which  the  Eesident  Magistrates  perform 
their  duties.  I  have  had  some  experience 
of  the  action  of  Oaptain  Stokes  in 
the    South     of      Ireland;     bat    be« 
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fore   I     enter     into     the     conduct    of 
that  gentleman,  I    desire  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Oontleman  the  Attorney    General    for 
Ireland  and  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the    Chief  Secretary  to   some  circum- 
stances which  have  recently  occurred  in 
the  Island  of  Achill  on  the  West  Coast 
of  Mayo.     Last  summer,  some  few  in- 
dividuals in  that  Island  were  induced  to 
lay  a  sworn  information  about  a  con- 
spiracy which  was  alleged  to  have  been 
hatched  there.     Now,  the   unfortunate 
peasantry  of  the  Island  of  Achill  and  the 
West  of  Mayo  are  about  as  quiet  and 
and  simple-minded  a  people  as  are  to  be 
found  in  the  whole  of  Ireland.    Their 
only  desire  is  to  be  allowed  to  carry  on 
their  fishing  and  grazing  in  peace.     The 
Island  is  barren  and  sterile,  and  as  a 
class    they    are     much    impoverished. 
Nevertheless  they  are  contented,  and  by 
no  means  disorderly.     The  result  of  the 
information  sworn  against    them,   was 
that  a  large  force  of  police  was  drafted 
there  on  the  application  of  the  Resident 
Magistrate,    and    week    after  week    a 
Special  Court  was  held  to  inquire  into 
the  state  of  things  which  existed  on  the 
Island.      The    people    became    utterly 
paralyzed,  and  got  into  such  a  state  of 
fright    that  the  parish  priest,  the  Eev. 
Father  O'Connor,  had  to  send  to  Dublin 
and  bring  down  an  experienced  barrister 
for  the  purpose  of  making  an  applica- 
tion to  the  Kesident  Magistrate  to  get 
rid    of  the  police  force.     The  remon- 
strances against  the  conduct  of  the  au- 
thorities had    such    an  effect  that  the 
police  were  withdrawn,  and  an  interval 
was  allowed  to  elapse.     I  have  since  re- 
ceived letters  stating  that  the  same  kind 
of  terrorism  on  the  part  of  the  Resident 
Magistrate  has  been  renewed ;  and  that 
it  has  extended  beyond  the  Island  of 
Achill,  and  that  the  people  of  Westport 
and  Newport  have  been  subjected  to  the 
same  sort  of  annoyance.    I    therefore 
ask  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Attorney 
General  if  he  will  cause  some  inquiry  to 
be  instituted  into  the  course  which  has 
been  pursued  in  this   remote  part  of 
Western  Mayo?    I  presume  that   the 
Resident  Magistrates  of  Ireland,  like  all 
other  people  who  have  to  do  with  the 
administration  of  justice  in  that  coun- 
try, are  under  the  control  of  the  right 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman. 

The  attorney    GENERAL  fob 
IRELAND  (Mr.    Gibson)    (Liverpool, 


Walton) :  The  matter  is  not  under 
my  control,  but  under  that  of  the  Chief 
S  ecr 6  tar v 

Mr.  DEASY  :  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man  the  Chief  Secretary  then,  or  some- 
body, must  be  accountable  to  this  House 
for  the    way    in   which  the    Resident 
Magistrates  discharge  their  duty.     Let 
me  assume    it  is  that  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary<    I  suppose,  at  any  rate,  that  the 
right  hou.  and  learned  Attorney  General 
will  advise  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Chief  Secretary,  although  he  may  not 
be  directly  responsible  to  the  House  for 
what  may  have  been    done  by    these 
gentlemen.     Let  me  ask  hon.  and  right 
hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  what  may  be 
the  effect  of  this  constant  annoyance  on 
the  part  of  the  authorities  down  in  Mayo 
and  elsewhere,  if  there  is  any  real  desire 
to  bring    about  a  peaceable   state  of 
affairs,  and  I  hope  thoy  will  instruct  the 
Resident  Magistrates  and  County  Court 
Judges  not  to  avail  themselves  of  every 
opportunity  of    irritating    the    people. 
When  I  was  down  there,  a  short  time 
ago,  I  did  my  best  to  bring  the  people 
into  a  state  of  mind  that  would  enable 
them  to  bear  the  undue,  terrible,  and 
wanton  provocation  they  were  receiving 
at  the  hands  of  the  authorities.    This  is 
not  the  only  part  of  the  irritation  which 
is  carried  on  by  the  authorities,  because 
I  understand  that,  even  although  the 
people    have    taken     our    advice,  the 
police  authorities,  the  Resident  Magis- 
trates, and  others  have  become  worse 
and  worse  since.     Ever  since  the  Coer- 
cion Bill  passed,  these  men  believe  that 
they  have  nothing  to  do  but  to  ride 
roughshod  over  the  people.      They  are 
in  daily  communication  with  men  like 
Stoney,  whose  conduct  I  brought  before 
the  House  the  other  day,  when  the  right 
hon.   Gentleman    the    Chief   Secretary 
admitted  that  many  of  the  charges  I 
brought  against  him  were  true,  and  that 
he  had  been  guilty  of  wilful  neglect,  if 
not  of  something  worse.     These  magis- 
trates are  the  constant  companions  of 
such  men  as  Stoney,  and  the  result  of 
this  constant  association  with  local  land- 
lords who  are  unable  to  get  their  rents, 
owing  to  the  bad  weather  the  farmers  in 
the  West  have  had  to  contend  against, 
together  with  the  fall  of  prices  which 
has  affected  the  farmers  more  in   the 
West  of  Ireland  than  elsewhere,  is  that 
they  have  an  undue  sym^thy  with  the 
landlords  in  their  relations  with   the 
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tenants.  I  would  suggest  to  the  right 
hon.  and  learned  Attorney  General  and 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Se- 
cretary, to  consider  whether  it  is  not 
desirable,  in  the  interests  of  justice,  to 
pass  some  new  rule,  or  even  an  Act  of 
Parliament,  to  guard  against  the  pos- 
sibility of  the  magistrates  getting  on  too 
familiar  terms  with  the  landlords,  by 
shifting  them  from  one  part  of  the  coun- 
try to  another  every  six  or  1 2  months. 
Such  a  course  as  that  would,  I  think, 
have  an  immediate  beneficial  effect 
upon  the  constitution  of  the  Magisterial 
Bench  in  Ireland.  They  would  not,  in 
that  case,  be  the  mere  creatures  they 
now  are  of  the  local  gentry  of  the  coun- 
try. The  magistrates  would  bo  stationed 
for  too  short  a  time  in  any  one  particu- 
lar district  to  enable  the  landlords  to 
acquire  an  entire  mastery  over  them. 
I  will  put  it  to  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man whether,  if  he  bad  a  Besident 
Magistrate,  living  close  to  his  own 
house,  dining  night  after  night  at  his 
table,  and  any  cases  concerning  his 
tenantry  were  brought  before  the  Court 
presided  over  by  that  magistrate,  would 
it  not  be  natural  to  suppose,  not 
that  the  magistrate  would  knowingly 
strain  the  law  in  favour  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman,  but  that  his  mind 
would  bo  biased  in  some  way  so  that 
it  would  be  almost  impossible  for  him 
to  come  to  a  fair  decision  in  any  case 
affecting  the  relation  between  landlord 
and  tenant  ?  If  that  were  not  so  in  the 
case  of  these  landlords  he  would  at  once 
be  Boycotted  by  the  gentlemen  he  is  in 
the  habit  of  dining  with,  who  would,  in 
all  probability,  make  the  place  so  hot 
for  him  that  he  would  have  to  apply  for 
his  removal  from  the  district.  I  main- 
tain that  the  only  way  of  remedying  this 
evil  is  to  shift  these  magistrates  around 
the  country  every  six  months,  or  at  least 
every  12  months.  That  would  to  some 
extent  —  I  do  not  say  that  it  would 
wholly  —  remove  the  evil,  and  would 
secure  the  better  administration  of  jus- 
tice in  the  country.  I  feel  most  strongly 
upon  the  way  in  which  the  people  have 
been  treated  in  the  West  of  Ireland, 
and  I  contend  that  this  is  the  only  way 
of  getting  out  of  the  difficulty.  My 
hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  North  Cork 
(Mr.  Flynn)  referred  to  the  conduct  of 
Captain  Flunkett  in  proclaiming  meet- 
ings. We  shall  probably  hear  a  good 
deal  upon  that  subject  during  the  next 

Mr.  BeaBy 


six  or  eight  months.  I  should,  there- 
fore, like  to  g^ve  some  idea  of  my  ex- 
perience in  connection  with  the  pro- 
clamation of  meetings,  and  I  should  like 
to  show  the  Government  what  they  may 
expect  from  the  exercise  of  this  power 
by  the  Resident  Magistrates.  It  may 
be  in  contemplation  to  hold  a  perfectly 
legal  and  lawful  meeting  of  the  people 
of  a  particular  district ;  but  under  cer- 
tain conditions  the  Gx)vernment  are  to 
be  justified  in  preventing  public  meet- 
ings, provided  the  placard  conyening 
the  meeting  is  drawn  up  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  show  that  it  is  possible  a 
breach  of  the  peace  may  td:e  place. 
Now,  I  have  never  beard  of  such  a 
meeting,  and  I  absolutely  deny  that  any 
notice  convening  a  meeting  issued  by 
any  branch  of  the  Irish  National  Leagpie, 
or  the  Land  League  before  them,  could 
have  induced  any  man  in  his  senses  to 
believe  that  the  promoters  of  the  meet- 
ing desired  in  any  way  to  lead  up  to  a 
breach  of  the  peace,  or  to  any  illegality. 
I  remember,  under  the  Crimes  Act  of 
1882,  the  way  in  which  these  Proclama- 
tions were  issued.  I  entirely  agree  with 
my  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Mid 
Cork  (Dr.  Tanner)  when  he  says  that 
although  a  week  or  10  days'  notice  may 
have  been  given  of  a  meeting,  and  the 
fact  was  well  known  to  the  authorities, 
the  magistrates  have  not  stepped  in  to 
proclaim  the  meeting  until  late  on  the 
Saturday  night — the  night  before  the 
meeting  was  fixed  to  take  place.  Surely 
if  a  meeting  is  announced  10  or  11  days 
before,  the  Government  have  ample  no- 
tice of  it,  and  can  get  all  their  informa- 
tion sworn,  as  they  were  obliged  to  do 
under  the  Act  of  1882,  to  show  that  the 
meeting  is  likely  to  be  dangerous.  They 
would  be  able  to  have  a  telegram  down 
to  prohibit  the  meeting  in  sufficient  time 
to  prevent  any  large  gathering  of  the 
people,  because,  under  the  circumstances, 
they  would  be  indisposed  to  attend  it. 
Instead  of  taking  that  course,  at  2  o'clock 
or  3  o'clock  on  the  Sunday  morning 
a  Proclamation  is  posted  up  on  the 
dond  walls  of  the  town  in  which  the 
meeting  is  to  bo  held,  which  can  have 
no  other  object  than  to  bring  the  people 
into  collision  with  the  police,  and  bring 
about  the  shedding  of  blood,  so  that  in 
fear  of  a  massacre  the  people  of  Ireland 
may  be  terrorized  into  abstaining  from 
daring  to  holding  a  meeting.  I  believe 
that  this  has  been  the  deliberate  object 


1177  Sti^ply^  Civil         \  September  5,1887}        8t  rv%e$  Etimaies.        1 1 78 


of  Captain  Flankett  and  other  gentle- 
men who  have  had  to  do  with  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  law  in  Ireland,  and 
who  have,  ud fortunately,  yet  to  do  with 
it.  I  trust,  in  the  interests  of  this  coun- 
try, as  well  as  of  Ireland,  that,  at  any 
rate,  when  the  Qovernment  make  up 
their  minds  that  a  meeting  shall  not 
take  place,  they  will  order  the  Eesident 
Magistrates  to  give  duo  notice  to  the 
people  that  such  meeting  will  not  be 
permitted  by  the  Government,  and  that 
it  will,  if  necessary,  be  dispersed  by 
force.  But  what  is  likely  to  happen  the 
very  moment  this  House  is  prorogued, 
which  I  presume  will  take  place  in  the 
course  of  another  fortnight  ?  We  know 
very  well  what  the  authority  is  which  is 
given  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  and  we 
know  what  is  likely  to  be  the  authority 
given  to  men  like  Captain  Plunkett. 
We  know  that  only  the  other  day  a 
resolution,  signed  by  21  magistrates 
of  the  City  of  Cork,  comprising  men 
of  all  shades  of  opinion,  was  sent  up  to 
the  Chief  Secretary ;  but  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  altogether  disregarded  the 
resolution,  and  preferred  to  take  the 
advice  of  Captain  Plunkett — or  if  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  did  not,  his  subor- 
dinates undoubtedly  did.  The  conse- 
quence is  that  we  have  a  man  in  supreme 
control  over  the  lives  of  the  people  of 
three  counties  in  the  South  of  Ireland, 
and  a  man,  too,  who  would  not  be 
allowed  in  England  to  have  anything  to 
do  with  the  administration  of  justice  in 
any  part  of  the  country  at  all.  If  there 
is  any  one  man  who  is  more  thoroughly 
detested  in  Ireland  than  another — more 
thoroughly  and  cordially  hated — and 
against  whom  there  are  most  just  com- 
plaints, it  is  Captain  Plunkett.  He  is 
a  man  who  was  taken  out  of  the  Army 
— a  man  possessing  no  knowledge  of  the 
law,  or  of  the  country  he  is  assisting  to 
govern,  and  a  man  associated  and  con- 
nected with  almost  all  the  landlords  in 
Ireland.  This  is  the  man  you  sent  down 
to  the  South  of  Ireland  to  keep  the  un- 
fortunate peasantry  imder  control,  and 
to  prevent  them  from  giving  expression 
in  an  open  and  Constitutional  manner 
to  the  grievances  from  which  they  suffer, 
and  which  are  admitted  even  by  the 
legislation  of  the  Government  them- 
BeTves.  I  have  stated  that  I  have  had 
Bomo  experience  of  a  proclaimed  meet- 
ing in  Ireland.  The  sole  object,  I  say, 
is  to  prevent  the  people  from  coming 


together,  and  giving  expression  to  their 
grievances.  If  they  are  not  allowed  to 
do  so  at  a  public  meeting  they  will  do  so 
in  some  other  way.  They  have  never 
yet  been  prevented  from  holding  a 
public  meeting;  and  although  the  police 
and  the  military  have  been  scattered 
broadcast  all  over  the  country,  and  every 
wall  covered  with  Proclamations,  the 
people  have  come  together,  have  passed 
resolutions,  and  have  formed  branches  of 
the  Irish  National  League.  Some  time 
ago  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  called  at- 
tention to  the  fact  that  under  the  Act  of 
1882  some  of  the  meetings  were  called 
to  form  branches  of  the  Land  League, 
and  that  they  were  proclaimed  by  Lord 
Spencer.  They  were  proclaimed;  but 
before  three  months  had  elapsed  Earl 
Spencer  gave  up  his  Proclamations, 
because  it  was  found  impossible  for 
Captain  Plunkott,  or  for  Earl  Spencer, 
with  all  their  resources,  to  prevent  the 
formation  of  branches  of  the  Land 
League  when  the  people  were  so  inclined. 
I  have  attended  dozens  of  these  meet- 
ings with  the  detectives  a  few  yards  from 
my  heel.  Whether  by  day  or  night,  we 
were  always  able  to  hold  our  meetings ; 
we  had  our  regular  quarters,  and  kept 
minutes  of  our  proceedings;  and 
similar  meetings  will  continue  to  be  held 
in  spite  of  all  the  Government  can  do. 
The  conduct  of  Captain  Plunkett  in 
reference  to  these  meetings  was  such 
that  I  will  not  attempt  to  characterize 
it.  The  very  meeting  to  which  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  re- 
ferred at  Castlelinn  was  a  deliberate 
attempt  to  bring  the  people  into  collision 
with  the  police,  and  a  deliberate  attempt 
at  wanton  murder,  such  as  did  subse- 
quently occurlin  the  town  of  Youghal. 
In  that  case,  Captain  Plunkett  succeeded 
in  preventing  an  inquiry  from  being 
held  into  the  conduct  of  the  Constabu- 
lary Force — ^he  prevented  an  inquiry 
into  the  kicking  of  a  man  deliberately 
to  death.  The  man  who  committed  the 
crime  is  still  at  large,  no  charge  having 
been  preferred  against  him.  But  we 
have  met  Captain  Plunkett  before,  and 
have  been  able  to  defeat  him,  and  we 
have  no  fear  as  to  the  accoimt  we  shall 
be  able  to  give  of  him  in  the  conflict  we 
are  likely  to  be  engaged  in  next  year. 
Before  I  pass  from  Captain  Plunkett,  I 
should  like  to  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man one  question — Under  what  Bole  or 
under  what  Act  of  Parliament  does  Cap- 
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tain  Flunkett  receive  a  salary  of  £2,000 
a-year  ?  I  understand  that  before  the 
inquiry  upstairs — the  inquiry  into  the 
Civil  Service  Estimates — it  was  stated 
by  the  gentleman  who  is  at  the  head  of 
the  Department,  more  than  once,  that 
the  payment  of  £1,700  odd  is  an  illegal 
payment — that  the  Government  have 
never  come  forward  here  to  bring  in  a 
Bill  to  sanction  the  payment  of  that 
sum.  What  I  want  to  know  is  whether 
the  Committee  are  asked  to-night  to 
vote  £2,000  to  Captain  Plunkett,  with- 
out anyjustification  in  law  for  the  charge, 
and  contrary  to  the  usage  of  this  House  ? 
That  is  a  point  upon  which  I  shall  en- 
deavour to  extract  an  answer  if  I  pos- 
sibly can  from  the  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
because  I  entertain  the  belief  that  this 
Vote  is  an  illegal  Vote,  which  cannot  be 
passed  here  according  to  the  rule  and 
practice  of  the  House  without  an  Act  of 
Parliament.  I  will  now  pass  on  to  Cap- 
tain Stokes,  who  is  another  of  these 
worthies,  but  one  who  has  not  been  en- 
trusted with  the  same  authority  as 
Captain  Plunkett ;  he  is  a  mere  creature 
of  Captain  Plunkett.  Now,  I  have  had 
some  experience  of  Captain  Stokes,  too. 
Indeed,  there  are  very  few  magistrates 
in  the  South  of  Ireland  in  regard  to 
whom  I  am  not  able  to  tell  some  story. 
I  shall  confine  myself,  however,  to  a 
few  words  about  Captain  Stokes,  simply 
because  he  officiates  in  the  city  in  which 
I  live.  At  one  of  the  meetings  which  I 
attended,  and  which  was  proclaimed,  the 
people  assembled  to  the  number  of 
10,000  or  12,000,  and  they  were  ex- 
ceedingly annoyed  at  the  high-handed 
conduct  of  the  authorities.  They  pressed 
around  the  Hesident  Magistrate  and  the 
police,  and  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  in- 
tervention of  the  parish  priest  and  other 
influential  gentlemen,  there  might  have 
been  a  serious  disturbance.  I  went  up 
to  Captain  Stokes,  and  asked  him  to 
allow  me  to  go  upon  the  platform  for 
a  moment,  in  order  to  ask  the  people 
to  disperse  quietly ;  but  he  said  I  should 
do  nothing  of  the  kind,  and  that  if  the 
people  did  not  disperse  immediately  he 
would  at  once  order  the  police  to  fire 
into  them.  We  made  our  apologies, 
and  the  result  was  that  we  held  three 
mild  demonstrations  within  three  miles 
of  the  place  where  the  original  meeting 
was  to  have  been  held,  and  we  had  the 
speeches  reported  in  the  newspapers 
next    morning.       So     much    for     the 


foolishness  of  endeavouring  to  pat 
down  public  sentiment  in  the  methods 
pursued  by  the  Government.  Then  I 
ask  would  it  not  be  better  to  allow  these 
meetings  to  go  on,  and  have  the  speeches 
made  upon  a  regular  open  platform? 
Surely  that  would  be  the  best  way  to 
meet  us  and  deal  with  us,  having  re- 
gard to  the  fact  that  the  Government 
have  no  power  to  deal  with  public  meet- 
ings beyond  the  power  of  prosecuting 
before  two  Eesident  Magistrates  the  per- 
sons who  deliver  speeches  at  them,  who 
would  not  dare  to  refuse  to  convict  lest  tho 
magistrate  might  lose  his  £550  a-year, 
or,  in  the  case  of  Captain  Plunkett,  his 
allowance  of  £2,000  a-year.  We  may 
be  told  that  Captain  Plunkett  has  no 
power  to  dictate  the  law,  and  that  ho 
takes  no  opportunity  of  doing  so,  so  far 
as  sitting  on  the  Magisterial  Bench  is 
concerned ;  but  we  know  how  the  walls 
were  recently  placarded  in  the  County 
of  Clare.  We  know  how  unsuccessful 
the  attempt  was  to  stop  the  meeting  at 
Ennis  on  Sunday.  [  Cries  of  "  Oh,  oh ! "] 
Some  hon.  Gentleman  opposite  seem  to 
be  of  opinion  that  the  meeting  did  not 
come  off,  but  there  are  hon.  Members  in 
this  House  who  can  testify  to  the  con- 
trary. As  to  the  appointment  of  men 
like  Captain  Plunket^  Captain  Stokes, 
and  others,  I  have  only  to  add  my 
testimony  to  what  has  been  stated  by 
the  hon.  Member  for  West  Cork  (Mr. 
Gilhooly)  with  regard  to  the  conduct  of 
these  Besident  Magistrates.  I  am 
acquainted  with  the  general  conduct  of 
the  magistrates  in  the  county,  and  I 
can  corroborate  fully  every  stiatement 
my  hon.  Friend  has  made.  I  want  to 
know  from  the  Minister  who  is  re- 
sponsible for  the  conduct  of  the  Hesident 
Magistrates  how  he  can  account  for 
what  took  place  at  Galway  on  Saturday 
last  ?  A  man  named  O'Donovan  and 
11  others  were  summoned  before  Mr. 
T.  Gibson,  a  Eesident  Magistrate,  by 
the  District  Inspector,  under  the  Grimes 
Act.  These  men  were  kept  in  custody, 
and  when  they  were  brought  before  the 
Court  there  was  only  one  magistrate  on 
the  Bench  ;  therefore  the  Court  was  not 
properly  constituted.  The  accused,  at 
considerable  expense,  had  brought  down 
from  Dublin  Mr.  Bodkin,  a  barrister, 
but  it  was  impossible  to  go  into  the 
case.  Mr.  Bodkin  applied  that  the  men 
should  be  allowed  out  on  bail;  but 
they  were  remanded   ba^k   to   prison 
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by  Mr.  Gibson,  the  sole  magistrate 
upon  the  Bench.  Now,  this  is 
the  most  convenient  way  I  know  of 
for  keeping  men  in  prison  without 
trial  at  all.  It  is  much  worse  than  the 
Crimes  Act  itself,  under  which  you  can 
only  sentence  men  to  three  or  six  months' 
imprisonment  after  having  undergone 
the  farce  of  an  inquiry.  But  here  you 
have  a  Eesident  Magistrate  keeping  12 
men  in  prison,  at  the  instance  of  a  Dis- 
trict Inspector,  with  the  result  that  the 
unfortunate  men  have  been  sent  back 
for  another  fortnight,  until  the  next 
Petty  Sessions  are  held.  It  will  be  very 
easy  when  men  are  remanded  under  the 
Crimes  Act  for  the  Resident  Magistrates 
not  to  appear  on  the  Bench,  in  which 
case  the  prisoners  will  not  have  at  least 
the  semblance  of  a  trial,  but  will  be 
sent  back  to  gaol  for  indefinite  periods, 
possibly  because  one  of  the  Besident 
Magistrates  is  out  boating,  or  attending 
a  race  meeting,  or  something  of  that 
sort.  When  the  trial  does  come  on,  and 
they  are  awarded  their  three  months' 
imprisonment,  the  time  they  have  already 
spent  in  gaol  will  not  be  taken  into  ac- 
count at  all,  but  they  will  be  tried  as  if 
they  had  not  undergone  any  confine- 
ment whatever.  I  think  this  is  a  state 
of  affairs  which  calls  for  some  explana- 
tion from  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Chief  Secretary.  I  hope  that  in  future 
he  will  see  when  men  are  summoned 
under  the  Crimes  Act  to  appear  before 
the  Bench  of  Magistrates  to  be  prose- 
cuted under  that  Act,  that  the  Bench 
itself  is  legally  constituted,  so  that  the 
trial  may  take  place  at  once,  or  that  the 
prisoners  shall  be  permitted  to  go  out  on 
bail  until  the  next  day  of  trial.  It  can- 
not be  anticipated  in  such  case  that  the 
men  would  run  away;  if  they  did,  nothing 
would  please  the  Government  better.  I 
can  assure  the  Government,  however, 
that  they  intend  to  stand  their  ground, 
and  that  they  do  not  fear  any  punishment 
the  Resident  Magistrates  may  be  pleased 
to  inflict  upon  them.  Now,  let  me  in- 
vite the  intention  of  the  Committee  to  a 
disgraceful  scene  that  occurred  at  Clare 
between  a  Mr.  Eoche  —  a  relative  of 
Lord  De  Freyne — who  had  been  sub- 
jected to  the  Plan  of  Campaign,  and  has 
got  no  rent  for  eight  months,  nor  is 
he  likely  to  get  any  for  the  next  eight 
months,  notwithstanding  the  Crimes  Act, 
unless  he  will  give  fair  terms  to  his 
tenants  •*-  and  Mr.  Kilkenny,   another 


magistrate.  Mr.  Boohe  is  Besident 
Magistrate  in  County  Clare,  and  on  a 
recent  occasion — about  three  months  ago 
— when  some  men  were  brought  before 
tho  Bench  for  riot,  so  gross  was  the 
conduct  of  Mr.  Boche  that  Mr.  Kilkenny 
refused  to  act  with  him,  and  actually 
retired  from  the  Bench.  The  proper 
course  would  have  been  for  an  inquiry 
to  be  instituted  at  once  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary.  Mr. 
Kilkenny  was  so  disgusted  at  the  way 
in  which  Mr.  Boche  behaved  on  the 
Bench,  and  the  harsh  and  unjust  sen- 
tences passed  by  him  on  unfortunate 
people  who  had  been  guilty  of  no  offence 
whatever,  that  he  refused  to  sit  with 
him  on  the  Bench.  In  one  of  the  oases 
the  man  was  simply  guilty  of  the  trivial 
offence  of  taking  forcible  possession  of 
the  place  from  which  he  had  been 
evicted  in  order  to  obtain  shelter  for  the 
night.  Of  course,  Mr.  Boche  will  be 
retained  in  the  position  he  now  occupies ; 
but  I  should  not  be  surprised  to  find 
that  Mr.  Kilkenny  is  removed.  I  will 
not  detain  the  Committee  further ;  but 
I  must  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Chief  Secretary  if  he  will  endeavour 
to  throw  light,  at  any  rate,  upon  the 
two  points  I  have  raised — first,  by  what 
authority  Captain  Plunkett  receives  a 
salary  of  £2,000  ?  And,  secondly,  when 
an  unfortunate  man  or  woman,  as  the 
case  may  be — for  women  may  be  pro- 
ceeded with  under  the  Crimes  Act  as 
well  as  men — that  when  these  persons 
are  brought  before  a  Bench  of  Magis- 
trates under  the  Crimes  Act,  care  will  be 
taken  to  have  two  Besident  Magistrates 
upon  the  Bench  authorized  to  try  the 
case,  and  if,  by  accident,  one  of  them  is 
absent,  that  the  unfortunate  persons 
accused  shall  be  admitted  to  bail  ? 

Me.  a.  J.  BALFOUB:  I  think  I 
shall  be  able  to  satisfy  the  hon.  Member 
both  with  regard  to  the  salaries  of  Divi- 
sional Magistrates  and  also  with  regard 
to  the  question  of  the  attendance  of 
magistrates.  With  regard  to  the  first 
point,  it  is  perfectly  true  that  the  form 
in  which  these  salaries  are  presented  to 
the  House  is  not  wholly  satisfactory, 
and  the  Treasury  intend  to  put  it  on  a 
more  satisfactory  basis.  The  duties  of 
these  magistrates  are  more  of  a  police 
character  than  of  a  magisterial.  They 
have  not  for  some  years  acted  as  magis- 
trates in  a  Court  of  Law,  but  controlled 
the  police  in  their  district.    It  will  be 
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better,  therefore,  that  these  salaries 
should  come  under  the  Police  Vote. 
That  alteration  requires  legislation,  for 
which  no  opportunity  has  been  afforded 
this  Session.  With  regard  to  the  ques- 
tion of  the  presence  of  two  Eesident 
Magistrates  where  persons  are  to  be 
tried  under  the  Crimes  Act,  it  is  cer- 
tainly highly  inconvenient  that  there 
should  not  be  two  magistrates  present. 
I  am  not  aware  that  the  case  has  oc- 
curred in  the  past,  and  I  will  do  what  I 
can  to  prevent  its  occurrence. 

Mr.  DEA8Y :  I  should  like  to  know 
whether  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will 
order  these  12  men  to  be  released  on 
bail? 

Mn.  A.  J.  BALFOUE :  I  will  inquire 
into  the  case. 

Me.  CAREW  (Kildare,  N.) :  I  wish 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  of  Ire- 
land to  the  conduct  of  Major  Traill, 
whose  appointment  was  an  outrage  on 
public  decency,  and  whose  continuance 
on  the  Bench  I  think  is  certainly  not 
calculated  to  inspire  confidence  on  the 
part  of  the  people  of  Ireland  in  the 
administration  of  the  law  in  that  coun- 
try, and,  in  doing  so,  I  wish  to  draw 
attention  to  the  antecedents  of  that 
gentleman  in  order  that  the  Government 
may  know  what  sort  of  man  has  been 
appointed  to  carry  out  that  important 
work.  Major  Traill  was  an  officer  of 
the  Army,  publicly  reprimanded  by  the 
Commander-in-Chief,  and  his  removal 
was  requested  by  his  superior  officer. 
This  is  the  man  who  was  appointed 
Besident  Magistrate  in  one  of  the  most 
peaceful  districts  in  Ireland.  One  of 
his  first  exploits  was  to  hold  a  Court  on 
Sunday  at  the  police  barracks,  where  ho 
sentenced  throo  men  to  various  terms  of 
imprisonment  with  hard  labour.  Tho 
case  came  before  the  Appeal  Court,  and 
Baron  Fitzgerald  stated  that  these  men 
had  been  illegally  sentenced.  Tho  only 
answer  his  counsel  could  make  was,  that 
Major  Traill  was  but  a  major  in  the 
Army,  and  as  such  could  not  bo  expected 
to  know  the  law.  I  now  wish  to  draw 
attention  to  the  case  of  a  lad  named 
Killen.  On  the  5th  July  last,  in  the 
County  of  Meath,  Mr.  Tyrrell,  J.P.,  laid 
an  information  before  Major  Traill 
against  this  lad.  The  information  was 
that  Killon  had  attempted  to  rescue  a 
horse  which  Tyrrell  was  driving  home, 
in    order    that  he    might   charge    the 

Mr^  -4.  t/l  Balfour 


owner  for  trespass.  This  poor  lad  was 
dragged  out  of  his  bed  early  in  the 
morning,  and  brought  before  the  Court 
and  sentenced  to  three  months'  imprison- 
ment, in  default  of  finding  sureties,  and 
he  would  have  suffered  that  sentence  if 
the  sureties  had  not  turned  up.  Major 
Traill  asked  if  he  had  anything  to  say ; 
and  on  the  lad  stating  that  he  had  wit- 
nesses, he  turned  round  and  said,  *'  Wit- 
nesses be  d d!"  and  sentenced  him 

to  three  months'  imprisonment.  This 
offence  was  committed  on  the  10  th 
June,  but  it  was  not  until  four  weeks 
afterwards  that  the  information  was  laid, 
although  at  the  time  the  offence  was 
committed  the  Petty  Sessions  were  being 
held.  I  put  a  Question  to  the  right  hon. 
and  gallant  Gentleman  the  Parliamen- 
tary Undersecretary  for  Ireland  (Colonel 
King-Harman)  in  this  House,  and  his 
reply  was  that  my  facts  were  not  cor- 
rectly given ;  that  the  offence  was  com- 
mitted on  the  18th  June,  and  that  tho 
case  was  heard  at  the  first  Petty  Sessions 
after  the  offence,  and  he  went  on  to  saj 
that  tho  magistrate  stated  that  the  case 
was  treated  as  one  of  misbehaviour,  and 
not  of  crime.  I  contend  that  there  was 
not  one  word  of  truth  in  that  statement. 
If  the  case  was  one  of  misbehaviour, 
and  not  of  crime,  why  was  the  lad 
ordered  to  be  arrested  ?  I  say,  that  a 
more  scandalous  case  never  ooourred  in 
Ireland,  and  unless  I  get  a  satisfactory 
reply  that  it  v/ill  be  inquired  into  when 
the  Vote  is  put  from  the  Chair,  I  shall 
divide  against  it. 

Mb.  HAERIS  (Galway,  E.)  :  I  should 
like  the  right  hon.  and  gallant  Gentle- 
man the  Parliamentary  Under  Seoretary 
for  Ireland  to  give  some  informatiou 
with  regard  to  the  Besident  Magistrate 
at  Ballinasloe.  I  cannot  say  what  the 
Eesident  Magistrates  in  the  district  are 
doing,  but  I  know  that  it  is  one  of  tho 
most  peaceful  in  Ireland.  I  want. to 
know  whether  the  Government  intend  to 
make  any  reform  in  the  class  of  men 
who  are  selected  for  Besident  Magis- 
trates? The  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  the  Attomev  General  for 
Ireland  (Mr.  Gibson)  knows  very  well 
that  there  are  no  two  things  which  it  is 
necessary  to  keep  more  distinct  from 
each  other  than  the  Commission  of  the 
Peace  and  the  Commission  in  the  Army, 
because  it  is  not  to  be  expected  that  an 
olficer  who  has  spent  his  life  in  tho 
Army  will  act  impartially,  or   under- 
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stand  the  law.  The  desire  of  these  men 
is  to  oppress  and  tyrannize.  It  is  well 
known  that  those  gentry  throughout 
Ireland  are  thoroughly  opposed  to  the 
people,  and  several  of  the  ordinary 
magistrates  are  opposed  to  them  in 
religion.  As  long  as  this  state  of  things 
continues  we  cannot  look  for  justice  as 
between  man  and  man,  although  the 
Government  must  know  perfectly  well 
that  nothing  is  more  necessary  than  that 
the  magistrates  should,  if  possible,  be 
absolutely  impartial.  Then,  again,  we 
object  to  the  conversion  of  policemen 
into  magistrates.  The  nature  of  a 
policeman  is  to  oppress ;  his  business  is 
to  run  down  criminals ;  and  long  expe- 
rience has  given  these  men  the  desire  to 
get  convictions.  But  you  will  never  find 
a  policeman  who  has  been  raised  to  the 
Bench  adjudicating  on  a  charge  against 
a  policeman ;  in  no  country  in  the  world 
can  such  a  thing  be  found.  The  best 
persons  to  discharge  these  duties  are  to 
be  found  among  the  municipal  magis- 
trates who  are  members  of  the  various 
Town  Councils,  and  have,  therefore,  a 
sort  of  popular  consent.  There  are 
many  of  these  men  in  Ireland,  and  I 
ask  how  it  is  that  the  Government 
never  think  of  making  them  Stipen- 
diary Magistrates?  I  say  that  these 
men,  educated  as  they  are,  have  a  better 
knowledge  of  the  people,  and  act  more 
impartially  and  wisely,  than  officers 
brought  from  the  Colonies  and  from 
India,  whose  whole  lives  have  been 
passed,  perhaps,  in  the  practice  of 
every  form  of  iniquity.  But  my  sug- 
gestion, I  know,  would  not  answer  the 
purpose  of  the  landlords ;  the  gentry  of 
the  country  must  be  coaxed  and  sus- 
tained in  every  possible  manner ;  they 
must  have  their  friends  in  the  Stipen- 
diary Magistrates.  Thus  we  have  a 
class  of  men  whom  the  people  regard  as 
hostile  to  them ;  and  when  we  in  this 
House  desire  to  bring  about  a  change, 
and  to  have  magistrates  appointed  more 
in  accordance  with  the  feelings  of  the 
people,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  and 
others  get  up  and  say  a  few  bland 
words,  pass  over  the  occasion  as  well  as 
they  can,  and  we  hear  no  more  about 
it.  Now,  I  ask  whether  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  will  make  any  change  in  this 
respect?  Will  Government  put  upon 
the  f^aid    Bench    men  who    are   inde- 

{>endent  of  the    Government   and  the 
andlords,  and  who  are  uninfluenced  by 
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any  other  consideration  than  doing 
justice  as  between  man  and  man  ? 

Mr.  CLANCY  (Dublin  Co.,  N.) :  It 
is  quite  impossible  for  the  Government 
to  pretend  that  the  case  made  out  by  my 
hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  North  Kil- 
dare  (Mr.  Carew)  is  not  deserving  of  an 
answer.  The  idea  of  passing  over  this 
very  grave  scandal  without  saying  a 
word  in  explanation  or  reprobation  of  it 
is  one  which  must  rather  amuse  than 
otherwise,  and  certainly  it  will  not  tend 
to  shorten  debate  or  expedite  the  Busi- 
ness of  the  Committee.  Here  is  a  man 
whose  antecedents  have  clearly  unfitted 
him  for  any  post  in  the  service  of  the 
country;  a  man  practically  dismissed 
from  his  regiment  by  his  commanding 
officer,  and  set  up  in  Ireland  to  show 
some  of  the  qualities  he  displayed  in 
the  Army,  and  for  which  he  was  dis- 
missed ;  and  yet  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland 
actually  takes  pride  out  of  the  doughty 
deeds  of  Major  Traill.  Here  is  a  man 
who  had  the  audacity  to  say  in  Court — 

**  Witnesses  be  d d ! "  and  sent  the 

accused  person  to  gaol  without  hearing 
evidence.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
pretends  now  to  be  disoussing  other 
subjects  with  his  Colleagues,  and  to 
pass  this  over ;  but  I  can  assure  him 
that  this  is  not  the  way  to  get  the  Busi- 
ness of  the  Committee  concluded  quickly, 
and  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  may  rely 
that  if  he  does  not  make  some  promise 
with  regard  to  the  matter  he  will  not  get 
this  Yote  as  soon  as  he  expects.  This 
Major  Traill  is  simply  a  madman.  That 
is  the  most  charitable  description  of  him, 
and  why  a  madman  is  thought  necessary 
to  administer  law  and  order  in  Kildare  I 
cannot  imagine.  I  should  have  thought 
it  would  be  better  to  employ.  Instead  of 
this  madman,  a  man  who  has  some  of  the 
craft  of  the  serpent,  and  who  would  not 
bo  simply  audacious  in  his  disregard  of 
the  proprieties  in  the  discharge  of  his 
duties..  The  treatment  of  this  subject 
to-night  is  simply  the  culmination  of 
the  treatment  accorded  whenever  ques- 
tions on  this  subject  have  been  asked  in 
this  House.  Questions  have  a^ain  and 
again  been  asked  upon  the  subject,  and 
the  answers  have  invariably  been  shifty, 
evasive,  and  lying. 

The  CHAIEMAN :  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber knows  very  well  that  that  word  can- 
not be  used  here. 

An  hon.  Member  :  Name ! 
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Now,  Sir,  I  ask  this  question— Is  a 
magistrate  having  such  a  small  know- 
ledge of  the  Oriminal  Law  a  proper  per- 
son to  administer  the  Grimes  Act  in  Ire- 
land ?  I  believe  Major  Traill  was  simply 
endeavouring  to  overdo  his  rights  as  a 
magistrate.  He  had  no  right  or  title 
to  ask  for  a  warrant.  Major  Traill  has 
gone  in  for  keeping  fowls  and  selling 
eggs ;  ho  has  also  taken  to  summoning 
people  for  trespass,  and  about  a  fortnight 
ago  the  whole  time  of  the  Court  was  taken 
up  between  Major  Traill  and  neighbours 
who  were  disputing  a  question  of  tres- 
pass. Under  these  circumstances,  it  is 
absurd  to  expect  that  this  man  can  ad- 
minister the  Crimes  Act  properly.  He 
is  a  man  of  irritable  temper,  and  his 
action  is  such  as  in  Ireland  is  cal- 
culated to  provoke  riot.  A  short 
time  ago  an  execution  was  being 
made  by  the  SherifP,  and  Major  Traill 
was  sent  in  command  of  the  police.  A 
most  inofPensive  crowd  assembled  merely 
to  witness  the  process  of  the  law  being 
carried  out.  There  was  some  groaning 
by  a  small  boy,  and  Major  Traill  rode 
through  the  crowd  and  said — **  Who 
dares  cough  here  ?  "  I  ask  whether 
those  sayings  are  consistent  with  the 
character  of  a  gentleman  and  a  magis- 
trate ?  I  think  it  is  most  monstrous  to 
allow  a  man  of  such  erratic  mind,  and 
with  such  a  disposition  to  quarrel  with 
his  neighbours,  to  have  any  authority  in 
these  matters ;  and  I  ask  whether  he  will 
be  allowed  to  administer  the  Crimes 
Act,  and  also  whether  the  Government 
consider  that  his  action  in  Kildare  and 
Meath  was  in  keeping  with  the  position 
he  holds  ? 

The  PARLIAMENTARY  UNDER 
SECRETARY  for  IRELAND  (Colonel 
King-Harman)  (Kent,  Isle  of  Thanet) : 
The  hon.  Member  for  North  Dublin 
(Mr.  Clancy)  has  made  an  attack  upon 
the  Resident  Magistrates  generally  ;  but 
I  must  remind  him,  even  supposing  there 
was  nothing  to  be  said  in  favour  of  tho 
Resident  Magistrates,  which  I  am  very 
far  from  saying,  believing  that  they 
have  done  their  duty  loyally  and  effi- 
ciently, that  the  greater  part  of  them 
were  appointed  by  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman on  the  Front  Opposition  Bench 
when  he  was  in  Office.  The  hon.  Gen- 
tleman spoke  of  the  question  of  re- 
ligion having  entered  into  the  considera- 
tion of  the  Government  when  they  were 
appointed ;  but  I  am  bound  to  say  that 
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neither  the  present  Ooverament  nor  any 
other  in  this  oountiy  has  ever  enter- 
tained the  question  of  religion  in  con- 
sidering the  appointment  of  magistrates 
when  they  believed  that  by  them  the 
law  would  be  fairly  and  impartially  ad- 
ministered. One  of  the  magistrates  who 
has  been  most  bitterly  attacked  is  Cap- 
tain Plunkett,  and  he  happens  to  be  a 
Roman  Catholic.  From  my  own  know- 
ledge of  Ireland,  and  speaking  of  the 
magistrates  as  a  whole,  I  believe  that 
both  those  who  are  Protestants  and 
those  who  are  Catholics  do  their  duty, 
and  that  they  are  entitled  to  the  respect 
of  the  oountiy.  A  good,  deal  of  the 
time  of  the  Committee  has  been  taken 
up  by  the  hon.  Member  for  North  Kil- 
dare (Mr.  Carew)  and  other  hon.  Gentle- 
men in  discussing  the  position  of  Major 
Traill,  and  matters  connected  with  his 
jurisdiction.  The  hon.  G-entleman  who 
brought  forward  the  case  and  the  hon. 
Member  for  North  Dublin  have  gone 
very  far  into  Major  Traill's  antecedents, 
and  the  latter  hon.  Gentleman  has  in- 
formed us  that  he  was  dismissed  from 
his  regiment  by  his  commanding  officer. 

Mr.  CLANCY :  I  believe  that  I  was 
not  technically  accurate ;  I  merely  in- 
tended to  put  in  popular  language  what 
was  stated  by  my  hon.  Friend. 

Mr.  CAREW:  He  was  publicly  re- 
primanded by  the  Commander-in-Qiief, 
and  his  removal  from  the  regiment  was 
recommended  by  his  commanding 
officer. 

Colonel  KENG-HARMAN  :  Thai 
may  be  correct ;  but  I  have  not  heard 
of  it  before.  Major  Traill,  however, 
has  done  his  duty  to  the  satisfaction  of 
successive  Governments.  The  point 
brought  before  the  Committee  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  North  Kildare  (Mr. 
Carew)  has  been  the  subject  of  Ques- 
tions put  and  answered  two  or  three 
times  in  this  House.  I,  of  courseyfmake 
no  complaint  whatever,  except  so  fiir  as 
this — that  I  answered  those  Questions 
on  the  best  information  I  could  prooorei 
and  to  the  best  of  my  ability,  and  the 
hon.  Gentleman  certainly  did  not  give 
me  any  reason  to  believe  at  the  time 
that  he  was  dissatisfied  with  my  answers. 
I  believe,  from  the  information  I  re- 
ceived, that  my  answer  was  in  the  main 
correct ;  and  I  have  no  doubt  the  state- 
ment of  the  hon.  Gentleman  is  also 
correct  according  to  his  information. 
But  if  the  hon.  Member  has  any  know* 
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3  that  the  man  is  going  to  bring  an 
n  against  Major  Traill  there  is 
ad  for  complaint,  because  he  might 
ip  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  tbe 
f  Secretary  for  Ireland  or  myself 
statements  which  might  be  used  to 
idice  the  case.  The  hon.  Member 
made  a  statement  which  I  know  is 
fically  denied.  He  said  that  Major 
1  used  the  words — **  Witnesses  be 
-d.''  My  information  is  that  he 
no  such  words ;  and  I  am  informed 
the  man  brought  up  no  witnesses 
ever.  Now,  I  maintain  that  in  this 
Major  Traill  really  acted  with  pro- 
y.  If  Major  Traill  had  sent  the 
g  man  to  the  Assizes,  he  would 
been  put  to  great  expense  in  en- 
ig  counsel  and  attending  at  the 
;es,  which  were  held  about  30  miles 
but,  instead  of  that,  Major  Traill— 
being  no  practical  defence — took 
a,cts  into  consideration,  and  bound 
over  to  good  behaviour  on  two 
ies.  With  regard  to  the  trial  of 
an,  I  can  only  say  that  this  is 
ler  instance  where  Her  Majesty's 
rnment  are  called  on  to  express  an 
on  in  a  case  which  is  very  likely  to 
t  in  an  action  ;  and  I,  therefore, 
le  to  express  any  opinion  in  the 
3r.  I  refer  the  hon.  Gentleman  to 
eords  used  by  the  right  hon.  and 
ed  Attorney  General  for  Ireland — 

Jy- 

this  warrant  were  illegal,  it  would  be  a 
31  civil  proceedings  against  the  magistrate 
isued  the  warrant.  And  1  decline  to  ex- 
\  farther  opinion  on  the  subject." 

nk  if  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
'ney  General  cannot  express  an 
on  on  the  case,  that  I  may  reason- 
refrain  from  doing  so.  At  the  same 

I  believe  that  if  a  case  of  injustice 
9ught  against  any  magistrate,  hon. 
Lemen  know  very  well  that  the 
)r  will  be  investigated. 
I.  OLANOY:  We  have  just  listened 
ipeech  of  the  precise  sort  which  we 
)ted  from  the  right  hon.  and  gallant 
[eman.  We  never  expected  to  hear 
)adiation  of  the  action  of  landlord 
strates  from    one    connected  with 

by  every  tie.  The  right  hon.  and 
nt  Gentleman  belongs  to  that  class  ; 
I  am  perfectly  ^ure  we  shall  never 

from  him  a  reprobation  of  any 
I  that  class,  whatever  be  the  outrage 
stice  which  may  be  perpetrated  by 


The  CHAIRMAN :  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber has  madea  most  unwarranted  accusa- 
tion in  saying  that  whatever  outrage  on 
justice  is  perpetrated  it  will  not  be 
reprobated  by  the  right  hon.  and  gallant 
Gentleman. 

Mr.  OLANOY  :  If  I  am  obliged  to 
withdraw,  of  course  I  do  so.  I  pro- 
ceed to  remark  upon  other  portions  of 
the  right  hon.  and  gallant  Gentle- 
man's speech.  He  says  that  the  present 
Government  are  not  responsible  for  the 
appointment  of  the  magistrates.  That 
is  what  we  hear  from  one  Government 
after  another ;  no  matter  what  Govern- 
ment is  in  power,  it  is  always  the  answer 
we  get.  Dublin  Oastle  remains  the  same 
iniquitous  despotism,  no  matter  what 
Party  occupies  the  Ministerial  Bench  in 
this  House.  That  is  one  of  the  things 
which  distinguishes  the  Government  of 
England  in  Ireland.  The  wishes  and 
opinions  of  the  majority  of  the  people  of 
England  are  deferred  to ;  but  in  Ireland, 
no  matter  what  Government  is  in  power, 
you  have  the  same  detestable  Govern- 
ment in  Dublin  Oastle.  On  another  point, 
also,  we  have  heard  from  the  right  hon. 
and  gallant  Gentleman  the  same  reply 
that  we  are  always  accustomed  to  hear — 
namely,  that  the  question  of  religion  is 
never  taken  into  account  in  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  magistrates.  But  you  will 
find  in  every  Department  of  Dublin 
Castle,  and  in  every  Department  of 
Government  in  Ireland,  a  small  minority 
of  Catholic  ofEcials  and  a  great  majority 
of  Protestants,  although,  as  I  have 
shown,  four-fifths  of  the  population  of 
the  country  are  of  the  Catholic  religion, 
and  it  is  simply  ridiculous  to  pretend  that 
all  this  comes  by  accident.  The  right 
hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman,  in  the 
course  of  his  remarks,  presumed  to  speak 
for  a  section  of  the  Irish  people.  I  deny 
that  the  right  hon.  and  gallant  Gentle- 
man is  competent  to  speak  on  behalf  of 
any  part  of  the  people  of  Ireland.  The 
right  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  was 
kicked  out  of  Dublin  County,  and  he 
could  not  get  a  seat  anywhere  else 
in  Ireland.  I  believe  he  tried  his 
luck  in  the  North  of  Ireland,  and  was 
as  unsuccessful  as  he  had  been  South 
of  the  Boyne;  and,  therefore,  I  say 
it  is  not  for  him  to  speak  on  behalf  of 
any  portion  of  the  people  of  Ireland. 
The  principle  of  your  Constitution 
is  most  beautiful  in  theory ;  you  can 
read  about  it  in  books,  and  can  hear 
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about  it  in  this  House;  but  when  you 
examine  it  in  practice,  you  find  it  to  be  a 
sham  and  a  delusion.  It  is  the  same  with 
regard  to  the  alleged  right  of  action 
against  magistrates  when  they  do  wrong. 
Whenever  an  action  is  brought  against  a 
magistrate  in  Ireland,  the  whole  power  of 
the  Treasury  is  applied  to  defend  that 
man,  no  matter  what  evidence  there  may 
be  against  him ;  and  yet  you  tell  us  that 
poor  men  who  cannot  afford  to  spend 
2t.  6d,  at  Petty  Sessions  have  a  right  of 
action  against  the  magistrates.  To  tell 
these  people  that  they  have  a  right  of 
action  against  magistrates  is  to  tell 
them  what  is  technically  true  but  sub- 
stantially false,  and  to  make  such  a 
statement  in  this  House  is  simply  to  add 
insult  to  injury. 

Mb.  BLA.NE  (Armagh,  S.) :  I  wish 
to  draw  the  attention  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ire- 
land to  the  nature  of  some  important 
statements  which  are  made  in  this  House 
on  the  authority  of  Resident  Magistrates 
and  others.  Irish  Members  know  wel\ 
that  the  Government  must  depend  on 
secondary  information,  and  that  upon 
information  of  that  kind  they  must  give 
us  answers.  The  information  supplied 
by  the  magistrates  in  Ireland  is  very 
often  lying  information,  because  it  is 
given  in  their  own  defence,  and  we  can- 
not, therefore,  rely  upon  it.  Whenever 
I  put  a  Question  to  the  right  hon.  and 
gallant  Gentleman  the  Parliamentary 
Under  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Colonel 
King-Harman)  I  find  that,  with  regard 
to  the  cases  brought  forward,  the  Resi- 
dent Magistrates  supply  information 
altogether  wide  of  the  mark.  It  was 
only  last  Saturday  that  a  number  of 
Orangemen  entered  a  place  within  my 
district  and  challenged  the  people  to 
come  out  and  tight  them ;  the  Resident 
Magistrate  of  Armagh,  Mr.  Thomas 
Hamilton,  gave  no  instructions  to  the 
police  to  summon  these  people.  He  is 
an  Orangeman  ;  and  I  know,  of  my  own 
knowledge,  that  Orangemen  in  Armagh 
where  I  reside  are  allowed  to  assemble, 
and  are  reviewed  by  the  Resident  Magis- 
trate. That  is  the  sort  of  thing  which 
does  not  create  any  regard  or  respect  for 
the  law.  This  magistrate  receive  £800 
a-year,  whereas  the  County  Court  Judge 
of  Armagh  has  only  £900  a-year,  and 
his  duties  are  very  onerous,  and,  so  far 
as  legal  requirements  are  concerned,  he 
is  a  very  excellent  man.     Now,  I  com- 
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plain  that  the  Resident  Magistrate  re- 
views these  Orangemen.     I  have  seen 
them  and  heard  them  parading  throngli 
the  town  under  the  leadership  of  Mr. 
Hamilton,   and    parading    and    dram- 
beating  even  when    the    Judg^  were 
sitting  on  the  Bench  administering  jus- 
tice.    The  Resident    Magistrate,    Mr. 
Hamilton,  permits    these    men    to  go 
drumming  tnroagh  Armagh  to  such  an 
extent  that  the  Judge  of  Assize  finds  it 
necessary  to  adjourn  the   Conrt.     The 
hon.  and  gallant  Member    for    North 
Armagh  (Colonel  Saonderson)  led  the 
drumming  party,  passed  the  place  where 
the  Judge  was  sitting  in  1886,  and  Mr. 
Hamilton  permitted  the  thing  to  take 
place,  and  allowed  it  to  interfere  with 
the  holding  of  the  Assizes  for  the  day. 
That  such  things  should  be  allowed  is 
most  extraordinary.    Imagine  such  a 
thing  being  allowed  in  Cork,  or  in  any 
other  city  in  Ireland !     We  have  heard 
great  complaints  in  this  country  about 
the  interference  with  the  administration 
of  justice  in  Ireland  ;  but  the  ooeur- 
rence  I  am  describing  took  plaoe  in  my 
own  county,  in  the  town  m  which  1 
reside,  and  there  never  was  a  word  of 
objection  raised.  If  complaint  had  been 
made  to  the  right  hon.  Qentleman  the 
Chief  Secretary  by  me,  I  should  have 
been  told  that  nothing  of  the  kind  had 
occurred,  because  the  right  hon.  Gtoitle- 
man  himself  would  not  have  known  the 
facts,  but  would  have  had  to  depend  for 
his  information  upon  the  Local  Authori- 
ties.    When  Questions  are  put  to  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  in  this  House  he 
bases  his  replies  on  information  of  this 
kind.     I  say  that  he  relies  altogether  on 
false  information.    I  tell  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  that,   in  my    opinion,    the 
Orange   organization  in    the  town  of 
Armagh  has  put    down    the  Queen's 
authority.    Its  operations  have  mani- 
festly displeased  the  people,  and  yet  the 
magistrates  leave  them  without  any  re- 
dress, notwithstanding  that  events  nave 
transpired   there  which,    if    they  had 
occurred  elsewhere,   would  have  been 
dealt  with  by  the  police  on  their  own 
authority,  without  even  waiting  for  the 
advice  of  the  magistrates.    I  do   not 
wish  to  ask  that  those  who  differ  from 
me  in   politics  may  be  punished — far 
from  it — but  there  is  no  doubt  that 
the  present  state  of  things  in  County 
Armagh  is  so  uncomfortable  and  irri- 
tating that  it  cannot  continue.    Some- 
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tbiog  must  be  done  to  give  the  people 
confidence  in  the  administration  of  the 
law ;  and  unless  pressuTe  is  put  upon 
Mr.  Hamilton  he  is  not  likely  to  admi- 
nister justice  fairly.  I  happened  to  put 
a  Question  once  in  this  House  with 
reference  to  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Hamilton 
on  the  occasion  of  the  demolition  of  my 
house  by  an  Orange  mob.  It  was  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne  (Mr.  John  Mor- 
ley)  who  was  then  Chief  Secretary. 
That  right  hon.  Gentleman  rose  at  that 
Table  and  made  a  statement  contrary  to 
the  fact ;  but  he  depend o  1,  of  course,  for 
his  information  upon  Mr.  Hamilton,  and 
of  course  the  information  he  received 
was  contrary  to  the  fact.  He  took  occa- 
sion, when  trying  some  of  the  rioters  at 
the  Petty  Sessions,  to  make  use  of  the 
expression  that  he  did  not  care  about 
Parliament.  If  I  made  such  a  state- 
ment in  this  House,  either  the  Speaker 
or  the  Chairman  of  Committees  would 
call  me  to  Order ;  and  this  man,  who  is 
in  the  pay  of  Parliament,  wishes,  appa- 
rently, to  have  his  salary  without  having 
his  conduct  commented  upon — at  any 
rate,  he  has  defied  Parliament  in  open 
Court.  It  is  of  no  use  asking  him  about 
it,  because  he  would  altogether  deny 
having  used  the  words  attributed  to 
him;  but  there  is  no  doubt  as  to  the 
fact,  because  his  observations  were  re- 
ported fully  in  the  public  Press.  When 
we  put  Questions  in  this  House  relating 
to  his  conduct,  the  answer  he  makes, 
when  he  comes  to  hear  the  circum- 
stances, is  that  he  does  not  care  about 
Parliament.  I  think  such  conduct  should 
not  be  tolerated  in  this  Resident  Magis- 
trate. If  any  Member  gave  utterance 
to  a  contempt  of  Parliament  in  this 
House  it  would  not  be  tolerated  ;  and  I 
certainly  think  that  where  you  have 
an  ex-policeman  administering  the  law, 
though  possessing  very  little  Jbiowledge 
of  that  law,  he  shoiUd  be  subject  to 
some  supervision  with  reference  to  his 
eonduct  towards  this  House,  and  with 
reference  to  his  language  towards  this 
House.  He  should  be  subject,  I  think, 
to  the  same  supervision  and  the  same 
control  as  a  Member  of  the  High  Court 
of  Parliament.  I  do  not  know  whether 
my  hon.  Friends  around  me  would  agree 
with  me  if  I  moved  the  reduction  of  this 
Yote.  I  will  not  adopt  that  coarse; 
but,  at  any  rate,  I  thought  it  my  duty  to 


bring  the  conduct  of  these  men  under 
the  notice  of  the  House. 

Mb.  EDWARD  HARRINGTON 
(Kerry,  W.):  The  hon.  Member  who 
has  just  sat  down  appealed  to  me  as  to 
whether  he  should  move  the  reduction 
of  the  Vote,  and  I  urged  him  not  to ; 
and  my  reason  for  so  doing  was  simply 
this — that  there  are  about  80  of  these 
Resident  Magistrates,  and  if  a  reduc- 
tion is  moved  in  one  case,  there  is  no 
reason  why  it  should  not  be  moved  in 
other  cases — it  would  simply  be  useless 
to  oppose  the  Vote  in  the  case  of  any 
single  magistrate.  We  do  not  wish  hon. 
Members  to  narrow  the  Vote  in  any  par- 
ticular direction,  and  if  we  oppose  it  it 
is  because  we  have  a  serious  objection  to 
all  these  Resident  Magistrates.  There 
may  possibly  be  a  few  righteous  men 
amongst  the  magistrates ;  but  I  believe 
it  is  about  the  proportion  which  of  old 
you  might  have  expected  to  find  in 
Sodom  and  Gt)morrah.  We  have  heard 
a  great  deal  to-night  about  Major  Traill. 
We  have  heard  a  great  deal  about  the 
performances  of  thismilitciry  gentleman, 
who  goes  in  for  what  we  might  call- 
to  use  an  Irish  phrase  —  '^  Bouiloms- 
kiagh,"  and  for  administering  justice 
according  to  his  own  ideas.  But  this 
Major  Traill  is  only  one  of  a  class  of 
military  magistrates;  but  he  is  typical 
of  the  rest — I  might  say  "the  trail  of 
the  serpent  is  over  them  all.''  What  I 
complain  of  more  than  anything  else  is 
that  they  are  backed  up  in  their  per- 
formances in  this  House.  I  do  not  like 
to  say  anything  in  the  absence  of  the 
Irish  Minister  responsible  in  some  de- 
gree for  these  persons — the  right  hon. 
and  gallant  Gentleman  the  Parliamentary 
Under  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Colonel 
King-Harman) — which  might  appear 
as  though  I  was  taking  advantage  of 
his  absence ;  but  I  think  I  have  a  perfect 
right  to  say  that  he  does  not  like  to  go 
back  on  his  class.  The  right  hon.  and 
gallant  Gentleman  might  have  been  one 
of  these  Resident  Magistrates  himself— 
probably  he  would  have  accepted  the 
post  some  time  ago  if  it  had  been  offered 
to  him.  Of  course,  I  may  be  wron^,  and 
the  right  hon.  and  gallant  Genueman 
might  have  fancied  himself  a  bit  above 
it.  He  has  endeavoured  to  defend  the 
Resident  Magistrates  here  to-night,  and 
has  said  a  lot  for  them,  which,  after  all, 
though  it  may  have  sounded  plausible 
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eaough,  to  our  minds  amounted  to  very 
little.     He  denied  that  Major  Traill  was 
dismissed  from  the  Army,  and  he  en- 
deavoured to  make  much  of  that  point. 
Now,  the  right  hon.  and  gallant  Gentle- 
man in  saying  that  played  upon  words. 
I  do  not  accuse  him  of  desiring  to  lead 
the  Committee  astray,  or  of  desiring  to  im- 
2)060  upon  them  with  a  falsehood ;  but,  as 
was  shown  by  the  interruptions  he  evoked 
whilst  he  was  speaking,  it  was  recog- 
nized that  he  merely  played  upon  words. 
Major  Traill  may  not  have  been  actually 
drummed  out  of  the  regiment,  and  may 
not  have  had  tin  kettles  thrown  after 
him  ;  but  he  was  dismissed  without  pay 
and   pension — he  was  ** requested"  to 
leave.     If  he  had  not  left  when  he  did 
there  can  be  very  little  doubt  that  he 
would  have  been  put  out  in  a  more  dis- 
graceful way,  and  we  all  know  what 
that  means.     Anyone  who  has  had  any- 
thing   to    do    with    public    boards    or 
offices    knows   exactly  what    it  means 
when  a  man  is  **  requested  to  resign.** 
It  means  that  if  he  does  not  resign 
he  will  be  dismissed ;  but  getting  rid 
of   him    in   this   way    leaves    him   an 
opportunity  of  getting  another  situation, 
which  he  might,  to  a  great  extent,  be 
deprived  of  if  he  were  absolutely  dis- 
missed.      This    has    been    the    course 
adopted  in  the  case  of  Major  Traill,  and 
I  think  that  the  Vote  which  is  down 
here  for  his  saltiry  shows  that  such  is  the 
case.     It  shows,  as  compared  with  other 
Votes,  that  whereas  an  average  military 
gentleman  coming  out  of  the  Army  with 
some   distinction  and  receiving  a  pen- 
sion is  compensated  for  his  services  when 
entering    the   ranks   of    the    Resident 
Magistrates  in  Ireland  by  a  salary  of 
£300  a-year.  Major  Traill,  because  he 
was  dismissed  from  the  Army  with  a 
certain  amount  of  disgrace  and  without  a 
pension,  is  compensated  by  the  Govern- 
ment by  being  started  at  a  salary  of 
£425  per  annum.     It  seems  from  this 
that  disgracing  an  honourable  profession 
represents  £125  a-yoar  in  the  eyes  of  the 
British  Government  in  its  administra- 
tion of  Irish  afiPairs.     At  any  rate,  that 
is  their  position  with  regard  to  the  case 
of  Major  Traill.       Then  we    heard   a 
great  deal  from  my  ho  a.  Friend   the 
Member  for  North  Kildare  (Mr.  Carew), 
who  very  rarely  troubles  us   in  these 
matters,  and  I  think  that  the  fact  of  his 
having  made  his  first  two  formal  speeches 
on  this  subject  shows  that  ho  feols  very 
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keenly  on  it.     We  have  heard  the  argu- 
ments of  my  hon.  Friend  used  in  the 
case  of  the  lad  Killen,   and   we  have 
heard  the  answer  of  the  right  hon.  and 
gallant  Gentleman  the  Member  for  the 
Isle  of  Thanet — or,  at  any  rate,  what 
the  right  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman 
considered   an  answer.       This    lad,   it 
seems,  had   endeavoured   to    rescue  a 
horse  which  one  Mr.  Tyrrell,  J.P.,  wa? 
engaged  in  driving  home  in  order  to 
charge  the  owner  with  trespass.     The 
boy  was  lugged  out  of  his    bed  at  5 
o'clock  in  the  morning  and   taken  SO 
miles  off  to  a  Court,  where  he  was  tried 
by  Mr.  Traill,  the  Besident  Magistrate. 
Well,  the  right  hon.  and  gallant  Gen- 
tleman says   that  if  Major  Traill  has 
acted  illegally  in  this  case  there  is  a 
remedy  against  him.  But,  granting  that 
there  is  a  remedy,  it  must  be  remem- 
bered that  this  is  a  poor  boy,  and  that 
the  resources  of  the  law  are  not  within 
easy  reach  of  such  a  person.     It  will  be 
admitted   by   everyone  practically   ac- 
quainted with  the  working  of  the  Go- 
vernment in   Ireland  that   all  the   re- 
sources of  the  law  and  all  the  funds  of 
the  Government  are  at  the  disposal  of 
the  Resident  Magistrate,  especially  when 
ho  breaks  the  law.  Then  the  right  hon. 
and   gallant  Gentleman  made  another 
point.   He  said — **  Oh ;  but  the  boy  was 
ready  with   his  sureties  in  Court,  and 
that  showed  he  was  ready  to  meet  the 
case.''     A  person  taken  out  of  his  bed 
at  5  o'clock  in  the  morning  and  conveyed 
to  a  Court  30  miles  away  is  said  to  be 
ready  to  meet  a  charge  brought  against 
him  under    those    circumstances;    but 
how  is  the  fact  that  the  boy  had  sure- 
ties   in  Court  accounted    for?      They 
are  accounted  for  in  this  way.      The 
boy's  father  naturally  could  not  sleep 
when  his  son  had  been  taken  away,  and 
he  therefore  got  up  and  made  the  best 
of  his  way  to  the  Court,  getting  a  neigh- 
bour to  accompany  him.    They  followed 
in  the  track  of  the  post  car  which  was 
carrying  away  the  lad,  and  the  conse- 
quence was  that  when  they  got  to  the 
Court  they  were  ready  to  be  sureties  for 
him.     I  say  they  were  ready  to  be  sure- 
ties, but  they  were  not  called  upon ;  for, 
as  a  matter  of  fact,  the  boy  was  sen- 
tenced to  three  months'  imprisonment 
before  the  father  or  his  friend  arrived 
at  all.     Even  if  that  had  not  been  so — 
even  if  the  boy  had  not  had  a  father,  or 
if  the  father  had  been  decrepit — ^thank 
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God  such  is  the  state  of  public  feeling 
in  Ireland  at  this  moment  that  there  is 
no  place,  however  obscure,  where  a 
youDg  man  like  this  could  be  tried,  and 
where  it  is  evident  to  the  people  around 
that  the  accused  is  deserving  of  sym- 
pathy and  is  beinej  persecuted,  where 
you  could  not  get  persons  to  come  for- 
ward and  pledge  everything  they  pos- 
sessed in  the  world  to  go  surety  for  him. 
That,  Sir,  is  the  state  of  things  in  Ire- 
land. It  is  not  sympathy  with  crime ; 
but  the  fact  is  firmly  imprinted  on  the 
minds  of  the  people  of  the  country  that 
ninety-nine  out  of  a  hundred  prisoners 
proceeded  against  in  cases  of  this  kind 
are  not  guilty  of  crime  at  all.  The  very 
arguments  that  the  right  hon.  and  gal- 
lant Gentleman  used  in  this  case  can  be 
turned  against  himself.  **  Oh,"  said  he, 
**  Major  Traill  would  have  been  guilty 
of  cruelty  if  he  had  postponed  this  case. 
He  would  have  been  acting  unjustly  if 
he  had  remanded  the  prisoner,  because 
the  case  would  have  been  put  off  to  the 
Petty  Sessions  ;  *^  and  he  says  that  at  the 
very  same  time  that  he  makes  a  point 
out  of  the  fact  that  the  father  and 
the  friend  of  this  young  man  were  pre- 
sent in  Court  to  go  bail  for  him.  Every- 
one who  knows  Ireland,  and  who  knows 
what  the  administration  of  the  law  is 
there,  need  do  nothing  more  than  take 
the  first  part  of  an  answer  made  by  any- 
one representing  the  Irish  Government, 
and  wait  for  the  second  part  of  the 
answer  before  the  conclusion  of  the 
speech,  in  order  to  find  one  part  contra- 
dict the  other.  All  you  have  to  do  is  to 
put  one  against  the  other,  and  you  will 
find  that  the  first  will  refute  the  last, 
nnd  the  last  will  refute  the  first.  If 
these  men  were  in  Court  ready  to  go 
bail  for  this  young  man,  surely  Major 
Traill  could  have  remanded  the  case, 
and  would  have  found  these  persons 
substantial  and  sufficient  surety.  If 
they  were  substantial  and  sufficient  bail 
for  three  months,  they  would  have  been 
substantial  and  sufficient  bail  for  the 
appearance  of  the  accused  at  the  expira- 
tion of  a  remand  to  allow  him  to  prepare 
his  defence.  Magistrates  in  Ireland 
have  no  right  to  dispense  what  has  been 
significantly  called  **  palm-tree  justice." 
It  is  their  duty  to  do  real  justice.  This 
case  has  been  raised  before.  The  proper 
thing  for  the  magistrate  to  have  done 
would  have  been  to  say — **Thi8  young 
man  does  not  seem  to  have  his  evidence 


ready,  and  I  will  therefore  remand  the 
case  to  the  ordinary  Petty  Sessions.  If 
I  am  there  I  should  try  it,  and  if  not  it 
will  be  taken  up  by  the  other  magis- 
trates ;  but  in  any  case  I  remand  this 
young  man  on  substantial  bail  being 
forthcoming.  I  consent  to  release  him 
from  this  day  to  the  Sessions  day."  The 
right  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  cannot 
say  that  there  would  have  been  anything 
unconstitutional  or  improper  in  the 
adoption  of  such  a  course  as  that.  The 
young  man  might  have  been  released 
during  the  interval  between  the  first 
hearing  of  the  case  and  the  Petty  Ses- 
sions, in  order  to  attend  to  his  work 
and  to  do  his  ordinary  business,  and 
then  in  the  course  of  time,  when  he  had 
his  case  ready,  he  would  have  come  for- 
ward to  stand  his  trial,  and  take  the 
consequences  of  his  action  if  he  were 
guilty.  But  what  are  the  facts  ?  Why, 
the  facts  are  these — that  there  is  this 
Justice  of  the  Peace,  named  Tyrrell, 
who  goes  down  into  County  Kildare 
and  into  County  Meath  occasionally. 
This  is  one  of  the  peculiarities  of  the 
system  of  government  in  Ireland — and 
it  really  is  very  wearisome  to  be  obliged 
to  inflict  these  descriptions  on  this 
House  time  after  time;  but  until  the 
House  tries  to  realize  the  kind  of  men 
they  keep  in  Ireland  in  the  form  of 
governors  we  shall  find  no  improvement 
in  these  matters,  and  cannot  avoid 
speaking  of  them.  Tou  have  a  class  of 
broken-down  adventurers  who  have 
become  magistrates,  and  are  local  Jus- 
tices, outside  the  class  of  Eesident 
Magistrates  altogether.  Belonging  to 
this  class  was  this  Mr.  Tyrrell.  He  was 
a  Justice  of  the  Peace,  having  got  the 
position  because  he  asked  for  it,  I 
suppose,  or  perhaps  because  the  Go- 
vernment thought  him  just  the  sort  of 
person  to  exercise  the  functions.  He 
had  no  property  qualification.  I  have 
known  a  case  in  Kerry  where  the  father 
has  ceased  to  have  the  property  qualifi- 
cation, and  his  three  sons  have  obtained 
it  in  rotation.  But  I  pass  from  the  ques- 
tion of  Justices  of  the  Peace.  This  man 
Tyrrell  was  engaged  in  driving  a  horse 
from  a  farm  from  which  a  tenant  had 
been  evicted  when  the  lad  Killen  tried 
to  rescue  the  horse.  Mr.  Tyrrell  prose- 
cuted the  boy,  and  the  Besident  Magis- 
trate, just  because  Mr.  Tyrrell  brought 
the  summons,  conceiving  it  to  be 
a    case    in    which   there   was    some 
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agrarian  or  political  aspect,  said  to  this 
adventurous  Justice  of  the  Peace,  who 
has  degenerated  through  all  the  grades 
which  are  known  in  Ireland  from  Jus- 
tice of  the  Peace  down  to  bum-bailiflP, 
"What  costs  do  you  require  ?  '*  Now, 
I  do  not  pretend  to  be  anything  of  a 
lawyer,  and  I  have  had  the  audacity  to 
publicly  thank  God  that  I  am  not ;  but 
I,  at  least,  know  this  with  regard  to  the 
Petty  Sessional  practice  in  Ireland — that 
no  costs  are  ever  given  in  such  cases, 
and  I  believe  that  the  law  does  not  allow 
the  magistrates  in  cases  of  trespass  to 
give  any  costs  at  all.  The  damages  which 
are  inflicted  under  the  Petty  Sessions 
Acts  are  damages  which  are  intended  to 
cover  costs.  Damages  are  given  in  the 
case  of  trespass  by  means  of  a  fine,  and 
there  is  no  provision  for  costs  at  all. 
But  Major  Traill  not  only  strained  the 
law,  but  invented  a  law  of  his  own.  He 
says — I  presume  in  the  words  of  that  other 
gentleman  of  whom  we  heard  some  time 
ago — **  What  do  I  care  for  Parliament," 

or  **  Parliament  may  go  to " — well 

a  place  that  was  designated.  Major 
Traill  said—"  Will  you  take  10«.  6d.  in 
one  case,  and  will  you  take  £  1  in  the 
other  ?  "  I  have  seen  magistrates  who 
seemed  to  affect  to  know  a  great  deal 
about  the  law — I  have  seen  them  going 
over  and  over  again  to  study  the  books 
to  see  whether  in  certain  cases  they 
could  not  give  58,  costs  to  the  solicitors  at 
Petty  Sessions.  I  see  the  right  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  the  Attorney 
General  for  Ireland  opposite  to  me,  and 
I  see  also  another  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman sitting  there,  one  high  in  the  pay 
of  the  Government.  I  ask  those  Gentle- 
men to  tell  me  under  what  Statute  it  is 
legal  to  give  these  costs,  and  even  if  they 
fall  back  on  that  beautiful  Elysium  of 
Common  Law,  I  ask  them  where  in 
Common  Law  is  power  given  to  a  magis- 
trate to  grant  costs  because  he  grants 
a  summons?  Now,  I  will  tell  hon. 
Members  who  are  doing  me  the  honour 
of  listening  to  me  that  the  real  and 
only  ground  upon  which  these  magis- 
trates go  is  this.  They  say  to  them- 
selves— "  This  man  has  acted  as  an 
Emergency  man  ;  he  has  shown  a  certain 
firmness;  there  is  a  bit  of  dash  about 
him ;  and  he  sets  himself  in  opposition  to 
the  Nationalists  to  whom  the  Govern- 
ment are  opposed — I  will  give  him 
lOtf.  6d,  in  one  case,  and  I  will  give  him 
£1  in  the  other  case."    I  need  not  say 
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that  it  is  absolutely  illegal  for  a  magis- 
trate to  take  such  a  position.     I  say  Uiat 
without  fear  of  contradiction — of  course, 
if  I  am  overstating  the  case,  there  are 
hon.  Gentlemen  on  the  opposite  side 
capable  of  correcting  me ;  and  I  think  it 
would  be  a  useful  thing  if  they  did  cor- 
rect me  if  I  am  overstating   the  case. 
When  we  were  discussing  the  salary  of 
the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the 
Attorney  General  for  Ireland  we  were 
careful  enough  to  raise  this  point,  and 
to  request  that  he  should  give  directions 
in  these  matters,  and  should  see  that 
these  magistrates  kept  within  the  law. 
Would  it  be  too  much  to  ask  him  that  he 
should  apply  his  mind  to  the  facts  of  the 
case  I  am  now  referring  to,  in  order  to  see 
if  this  man  Traill  has  gone  outside  the 
law  and  had  any  warrant  for  giving 
Tyrrell  £1  costs  in  one  case  and  10«.  6i^. 
in  another  ?    I  would  narrow  my  ques- 
tion to  these  two  fig^es.     Of  course 
this  30«.  is  a  small  consideration ;  bat 
there  is  a  great  principle  at  stake.    This 
is  not  a  matter  in  which  I  need  con- 
fine my  observations  to  what  I  may  call 
reflected  experiences  of  my  hon.  Friends 
representing  other  counties ;  but  I  speak 
of  what  comes  under  my  own  observatioa 
in  the  county  of  Kerry.    I  know  cases 
in  which  persons  are  boycotted  in  the 
sense  that  no  one  will  take  their  farms, 
and  the  landlord  levels  down  tfie  fences 
and  throws  the  land  open  to  the  cattle 
and  pigs  and  horses  of  Uie  neighbouring 
farmers,  and  then  he  occasionally  rides 
out,  finds  the  animals  trespassing,  and 
proceeds     against     their     owners    for 
damages  as  did  this  man  Tyrrell.    In 
cases  of  this  kind  damages  are  given 
such  as  were  allowed  by  Major  TraiU.  I 
would  ask  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman   the  Attorney  General   for 
Ireland  to  inquire  into  this  matter,  and 
to  see  what  warrant  Major  Traill  had 
for  the  action  he  took  in  the  case  to 
which  I  have  referred.    Under  what 
Statute  is  this  power  to  be  found  f    The 
right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  ap- 
pears   to    be   studying    JDod    at    this 
moment.     He  will    not    find    the   in- 
formation I  am  asking  for  in  that  book. 
If  it  is  to  be  found  in  the  Common  Law, 
I  would  ask  him  in  what  Beig^,  because 
even  Common  Law  begins  somewhere 
or  other,  I  presume.     When  was  the 
practice    first    established    of  allowing 
heavy  costs  in  the  case  of  the  trespass 
of  a  goat  ?   I  take  it  that  the  trespass  of 
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a  goat  will  last  from  half-an-hour  to  four 
hours,  and  at  the  very  outside  Qd.  will 
represent  all  the  damages  which  the 
animal  could  have  inflicted  in  that  time 
in  the  matter  of  the  consumption  of 
vegetables.  Why  should  you  give  a 
man  in  such  a  case  £1  as  costs  for 
his  trouble  in  turning  the  goat  out 
of  a  field  ?  And  yet  magistrates 
have  done  that.  I  do  not  think 
even  Common  Law  is  elastic  enough 
to  cover  cases  like  this.  Is  it  elastic 
enough  to  say  that  where  fences  have 
been  levelled  down,  and  that  where 
there  is  a  common  adjoining  the  public 
road  leading  to  the  fields,  the  fences 
round  which  have  been  levelled,  that 
the  owners  of  cattle  sent  to  graze  on 
such  common  shall  be  guilty  of  tres- 
pass if  their  animals  wander  on  to  the 
land  from  which  the  fences  have  been 
removed  ?  The  law  requires  that  you 
shall  take  reasonable  care  to  prevent 
trespass  upon  your  land  —that  is  to  say, 
that  you  shall  have  it  properly  pro- 
tected, so  that  trespass  shall  not  be 
easy,  before  you  can  recover  damages 
from  your  neighbour.  But  it  is  found 
in  practice  in  Ireland  that  the  magis- 
trates make  some  such  excuse  as  that 
the  fences  are  torn  down  by  vindictive 
persons.  They  say  this  in  cases  where 
the  fences  have  crumbled  through  old 
age,  and  where  they  have  been  levelled 
by  the  landlords  themselves.  Yet  the 
Besident  Magistrates  are  evincing  their 
vindictiveness  against  those  amongst 
whom  they  live,  inflict  not  only  punish- 
ment for  trespass,  but  also  allow  heavy 
costs  to  those  who  bring  the  actions. 
Probably  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  opposite  will  think  I  have 
said  enough  on  this  subject.  Well,  Sir, 
I  should  like  to  pass  from  it  to  another 
matter  which  more  closely  affects  my- 
self. There  is,  of  course,  no  Motion 
before  the  Committee.  I  should  not 
countenance  one,  and  I  do  not  intend  to 
move  one  myself,  because  I  believe  that 
a  Motion  for  reduction  might  as  reason- 
ably be  made  in  the  case  of  one  Resident 
Magistrate  as  another,  and  if  we  started 
moving  reductions  we  should  have  to 
move  a  matter  of  70  or  80  of  them. 
While  refraining  from  such  a  Motion, 
however,  I  desire  to  bring  before  the 
Committee  a  matter  which  I  have  already 
raised  in  this  House  on  previous  occa- 
sions. I  believe  that  when  I  have  pre- 
Tiously  brought  the  matter  to  which  I 


am  about  to  allude  before  the  notice  of 
the  Government,  the  attendance  of  hon. 
Members  has  been  just  as  thin  as  it  is  at 
present.  I  am  going  to  make  a  charge 
against  the  Irish  Executive,  and  I  make 
it  in  the  presence  of  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  the  Attorney  Gene- 
ral for  Ireland.  I  have  made  this 
charge  twice  before,  and  after  I  have 
solemnly  and  seriously  brought  it  for- 
ward for  the  third  time  in  this  House,  if 
he  does  not  think  it  right  to  formally 
refute  it,  I  shall  be  obliged  to  assume 
that  it  is  true.  I  Mr.  Gibson  dis^ 
seated.]  The  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  shakes  his  head ;  but  how 
many  times,  I  would  ask,  is  a  Mem- 
ber to  affirm  the  truth  of  a  certain  cir- 
cumstance without  receiving  a  refuta- 
tion before  he  is  entitled  to  believe  that 
the  circumstance  he  has  alleged  to  be 
true  is  so  ?  After  all,  I  am  a  Member  of 
Parliament  just  as  much  as  the  right 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  is.  Nay, 
more  than  that,  Sir,  I  represent  a  loca- 
lity in  which  I  am  known,  having  lived 
there  much  of  my  life,  which  is  more  than 
the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  can 
say.  I  am  elected  for  a  district  which 
the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
would  try  in  vain  to  get  returned  for.  I 
have  not  to  go  out  of  Ireland  to  get 
elected  to  this  House.  Well,  I  have  a 
right,  not  only  to  the  attention  of  this 
House,  but  to  some  credence ;  and  the 
charge  I  make,  if  it  is  not  answered — if 
it  is  not  disproved — I  shall  continue  to 
make  from  time  to  time,  and  shall  con- 
tinue to  assert  the  truth  of.  It  is  this. 
I  have  asserted  in  this  House  that  there 
is  a  practice  which  has  existed  under 
former  Governments,  and  which  at  pre- 
sent exists  under  this  GK)vemment,  and 
which,  I  believe,  will  continue  to  exist — 
that  is  to  say,  in  cases  where  two  Kesi- 
dent  Magistrates  are  called  upon  to  ad- 
judicate upon  cases  brought  before  them 
of  sending  to  those  magistrates  what  is 
known  in  Dublin  Castle  as  a  *'  file  of 
instructions,"  containing  the  history 
which  Dublin  Castle  has  secured  of  the 
men  under  trial,  and  all  the  circum- 
stances relating  to  them.  What  I  fully 
believe  these  files  contain  are  implied 
directions  as  to  what  is  to  be  the  sen- 
tence to  be  imposed  on  the  men  to  be 
tried.  That,  oir,  is  the  charge  I  hav« 
brought  against  the  Irish  Executive  be- 
fore. I  make  that  charge  again  to-night 
more  emphaticallj  than  ever   before. 
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Let  tho  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man sliirk  it  again  if  he  wishes.  I  do 
not  charge  it  particularly  to  the  pre- 
sent Government ;  but  I  charge  it  to 
the  system  of  Government  at  Dublin 
Castle,  because,  in  those  matters,  there 
is  no  choice  with  regard  to  particular 
Governments.  All  that  a  Tory  Govern- 
ment can  pretend  to  do  is  to  say  that 
they  have  got  so  far  in  the  administra- 
tion of  the  law  in  Ireland  as  a  Liberal  Go- 
vernment got  some  years  ago.  But  that 
is  not  enough  for  us.  They  have  only 
got  so  far  to  go  to  get  up  to  their  necks 
in  filth.  The  late  Government  have 
waded  through  it,  and  they  are  now 
sensible  enough  to  be  anxious  to  cleanse 
themselves  entirely.  I  say  that  a  mere 
wave  of  the  hand  from  the  right  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  the  Attorney 
General  for  Ireland,  denying  that  such 
a  thing  is  the  case,  is  not  enough  for 
me.  I  am  speaking  not  only  from  my 
own  information,  but  from  information 
supplied  to  me.  I  am  speaking  parti- 
cularly from  information  1  have  received 
from  a  respected  member  of  the  Irish 
Bar,  a  gentleman  very  well  known  to 
persons  practising  at  the  Irish  Bar — 
one  well  known,  1  have  no  doubt,  to  the 
right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the 
Attorney  General  for  Ireland  him- 
self  

Mr.  GIBSON :  What  is  his  name  ? 

Mr.  EDWARD  HAREINGTON  :  I 
was  about  to  say,  but  whose  name  I  will 
not  disclose.  Bight  hon.  Gentlemen  op- 
posite are  very  ready  to' stand  up  in  this 
House  and  to  say — "  1  make  this  state- 
ment on  my  honour — I  make  it  as  a 
Member  of  the  Irish  Government — for 
obvious  reasons  I  cannot  give  the  name 
of  my  informant."  Very  well,  Sir,  the 
Government  will  not  disclose  the  names 
of  men  who  receive  hundreds  of  pounds 
for  supplying  them  with  false  informa- 
tion ;  and  yet  when  gentlemen  are  good 
enough  to  allow  their  instincts  of  hu* 
manity  to  lead  them  to  give  information 
of  a  truthful  kind  reflecting  upon  the 
character  of  the  Government,  they  say, 
**  Give  us  their  names." 

An  hon.  Member  :  They  will  not  give 
us  the  names  of  the  persons  Boycotted. 

Mr.  EDWARD  HARRINGTON:  Of 
course  they  will  not.  These  names  ought 
to  be  as  easily  obtainable  as  the  directions 
upon  finger-posts  and  mile- stones  if  the 
statements  made  by  the  Government  as  to 
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Boycotting  are  true.  The  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  the  Attorney  Gene- 
ral for  Ireland  says,  with  a  simplicity 
which  I  should  hardly  have  given  him 
credit  for,  ''What  is  his  name?"  and  he 
asks  that  even  before  I  had  finished  that 
part  of  my  sentence  iu  which  I  was  going 
to  protect  myself  by  saying — **  whose 
name  I  will  not  give."  Do  not  mind  the 
name — suppose  I  heard  it  from  a  parrot 
or  a  starling.  I  make  the  charge  on  my 
responsibility  as  a  Member  of  Parlia- 
ment. I  pledge  my  faith — I  pledge  my 
soul — that  I  believe  the  truth  of  what  I 
say.  Do  you  think  it  worth  your  while 
to  answer  it  ?  I  pledge  myself  solemnly 
that  I  believe  the  truth  of  it ;  and,  more- 
over, I  pledge  myself  to  this^ — that  no- 
thing the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man shall  say  in  mere  evasion,  or  in 
mere  deprecation  of  raising  questions  of 
this  kind,  will  blot  it  out  from  my  mind 
imtil  he  gives  the  legal  proofs  that  such 
a  thing  is  impossible.  \_LaughterJ]  One 
of  my  hon.  Friends  says  that  the  right 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  is  laughing 
at  me.  Well,  I  think  his  laugh  will  not 
be  taken  as  against  myself,  but  as  against 
these  men  against  whom  this  serious 
charge  is  brought,  if  they  do  not  attempt 
to  show  that  it  is  unfounded.  After  all, 
this  Parliament  is  not  going  to  scatter 
quite  as  suddenly  as  might  have  been 
expected,  and  perhaps  I  may  be  able  to 
give  the  name  of  my  informant  in  order 
to  satisfy  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman.  The  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  thinks  it  my  duty  to  give 
this  name.  I  do  not ;  but  this  I  will 
promise,  that  I  will  write  to  my  friend 
in  order  to  ask  him  if  I  have  his 
authority  to  mention  his  name  in  the 
House.  I  know  that  my  friend  is  a  man 
who  has  the  means  of  knowing  the  cir- 
cumstances of  which  he  speaJks,  and  I 
certainly  think  it  would  be  just  that  we 
should  be  punished  if  we  are  deceiving 
the  House  in  this  matter.  My  firm  con- 
viction is  that  my  friend  is  not  deceiving 
me.  I  state  here  what  I  have  already 
said  on  a  previous  occasion,  that  I  my- 
self have  seen,  in  cases  where  there  have 
been  trials  before  two  magistrates,  no- 
tably in  the  case  tried  before  Messrs. 
Warburton  and  Stokes — I  have  seen 
parcels  brought  from  Dublin  by  the  mail 
train  and  handed  on  the  railway  platform 
to  the  District  Inspector,  who,  in  turn, 
has  handed  them  to  the  Resident  Magis- 
trates.   That  is  what  I  have  seen ;  and. 
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besides  that,  the  iDformation  I  have  re- 
ceived in  this  matter  is  given  me  by  a 
friend  of  mine  who  may  be  said  to  be  in 
the  green  room  of  Dublin  Oastlo.  Let- 
ters which  I  have  seen  handed  in  the 
way  I  have  pointed  out  have  been  de- 
scribed to  me  as  containing  instructions 
to  the  Eesident  Magistrates,  giving  the 
political  and  criminal  history  of  the  men 
to  be  tried,  and  the  decision  which  it 
was  expected  the  magistrates  would 
arrive  at.  That  is  the  system  of  admi- 
nistration in  Ireland.  Supposing  the 
allegation  is  not  true,  then  all  I  can  say 
is  that  it  is  six  months  ago  since  I  first 
brought  the  charge  in  this  House.  I 
asserted  it  subsequently,  and  it  has  now 
been  believed  for  many  months  in  Ire- 
land. 

An  hon.  Member  :  For  years. 

Mr.  EDWAED  HAERINGTON: 
That,  I  say,  is  the  system  of  administra- 
tion in  Ireland.  If  there  be  no  truth  in 
this  charge,  and  if  you  really  have  the 
interests  of  good  government  in  Ireland 
at  heart,  why  will  you  allow  belief  in 
its  truth  to  exist  in  the  minds  of  the 
Irish  people  ?  I  suppose  you  do  not  care 
for  the  opinion  of  the  Irish  people ;  but, 
after  all,  it  seems  to  me  that  anybody 
desiring  to  govern  a  country  properly 
must  be  anxious  to  have  the  confidence 
of  the  people  of  that  country.  Surely 
those  who  have  the  administration  of 
the  law  should  be  above  suspicion. 
I  will  just  mention  a  single  instance 
which  will,  perhaps,  show  how  wo 
have  reason  to  distrust  the  law  in 
Ireland.  I  mentioned  this  case  also  in 
this  House,  and  it  was  another  matter 
which  was  not  replied  to  by  the  right 
hon.  and  learned  Geotleman,  although 
the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
and  his  right  hon.  Colleague  the  Chief 
Secretary  for  Ireland  never  loses  an  op- 
portunity of  disproving  charges,  however 
email  they  may  be,  when  they  feel  them- 
selves in  a  position  to  disprove  them. 
I  instance  the  case  of  two  Eesident 
Magistrates  in  the  county  of  Kerry,  the 
case  of  Messrs  Considine  and  Butler,  who 
sat  at  the  Killarney  Petty  Sessions  a  few 
days  after  the  Glenbeigh  evictions. 
There  were  23  cases  of  obstruction  to 
the  officers  of  the  law  tried  there.  It 
was  proved  by  the  solicitor  for  the  pri- 
soners that  the  whole  proceedings  at  the 
evictions  at  Glenbeigh  were  illegal.  It 
was  proved  that  the  young  man  who 


went  out  there  as  bailiff  to  the  Sheriff 
to  take  possession  had  no  legal  title  to 
do  80.  He  was  merely  a  friend  of  the 
Sheriff,  and  was  sent  by  the  Sheriff  to 
do  the  work.  He  had  no  regular 
commission  approved  of  by  Act  of 
Parliament.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  in 
the  cases  of  the  10  or  11  houses  which 
were  demolished  by  crowbar,  and 
burnt  by  petroleum,  not  one  single 
tenant  was  lawfully  evicted,  and  for 
every  one  of  these  cases  the  police, 
the  Eesident  Magistrates,  the  agentfi, 
and  this  young  man  who  represented  the 
Sheriff  could  be  brought  to  book  for  in- 
cendiarism. It  may  be  said — **  Then 
why  do  you  not  bring  them  to  book  ?  " 
Well,  Sir,  this  is  one  of  the  cases  where 
the  people  have  the  law  on  their  side, 
but  in  which  they  are  utterly  unable  to 
enforce  it.  The  people  are  too  poor — 
they  are  starving  and  famishing  by  the 
roadside.  Their  houses  have  been  de- 
molished over  their  heads,  burned  to  the 
ground,  and  they  have  no  remedy. 
Well,  as  I  say,  these  two  Eesident 
Magistrates  sat  in  the  town  of  Eallamey 
with  two  other  Justices  of  the  Peace, 
because  it  was  the  ordinary  Petty  Ses- 
sions, and  in  the  case  of  these  prisoners 
brought  before  them  for  assault  the 
judgment  given  was  to  the  effect  that 
though  it  was  proved  that  there  was  as- 
sault committed,  the  police  and  the  repre- 
sentative of  the  Sheriff,  and  the  magis- 
trates and  all  those  who  had  taken  part  in 
the  proceedings,  were  trespassers,  and  ac- 
cordingly the  case  was  dismissed.  Well, 
the  magistrates  in  this  case  were  techni- 
cally right  and  morally  right ;  but  what 
was  the  result?  Why,  Mr.  Considine 
differed  from  the  judgment  of  the  ma- 
jority of  the  magistrates,  whereas  Mr. 
Butler  agreed  with  the  local  Justices  in 
their  view  of  the  matter ;  and  for  this, 
presumably,  Mr.  Butler  was  transferred 
to  a  far-away  district  at  great  personal 
inconvenience  and  expense  to  himself, 
while  Mr.  Considine  was  sent  up  to  the 
neighbourhood  of  Dublin,  very  near  his 
own  property,  to  a  place  where  there  was 
plenty  of  society  and  all  manner  of  com- 
forts to  his  personal  taste.  It  is  impos- 
sible to  refrain  from  the  view  that  in  the 
one  case  the  magistrate  was  punished, 
and  that  in  the  other  he  was  rewarded 
for  the  action  taken  at  the  trial  of  the 
prisoners  for  assault  in  Killorglin.  I  do 
not  say  that  it  is  actually  so,  but  such  is 
the  idea  in  the  minds  of  the  people, 
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and  I  say  I  have  made  this  charge  be- 
fore, but  without  receiving  any  answer. 
I  again  challoDge  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  upon  this  point,  and 
upon  the  point  to  which  I  have  just  re- 
ferred. I  think  it  has  come  to  a  point 
now  when  he  should  either  admit  or 
deny  the  justice  of  my  accusation.  The 
matter  is  serious  enough  to  be  taken 
notice  of;  but  no  mere  perfunctory 
denial,  no  statement  to  the  effect  that 
such  and  such  a  thing  is  impossible,  will 
be  satisfactory  to  mo  or  to  the  Com- 
mittee. Perhaps  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  will  not  reserve  his 
answer  for  a  moment. 

Mr.  TUITE  (Westmeath,  N.) :  I  wish 
to  ask  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman the  Attorney  General  for  Ireland 
a  question  with  regard  to  the  conduct  of 
a  Besident  Magistrate  at  Millstreet.  It 
appears  that  a  summons  was  issued  and 
signed  by  the  magistrates  in  MuUingar 
for  an  offence  committed  at  Millstreet. 
Why  was  not  Mr.  Beckett  asked  to  sign 
the  summons,  and  at  whose  instance 
was  the  prosecution  in  the  first  place 
instituted?  Did  Mr.  Beckett  institute 
it,  or  did  Colonel  Boulby  move  at  the 
instance  of  Mr.  Beckett  ?  Then,  as  to 
the  double  charge,  I  trust  the  right  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  will  give  me 
some  information  with  regard  to  that. 
He  left  the  point  in  an  incomplete  state 
the  last  time  it  was  raised ;  but  I  think 
he  will  be  able  to  give  some  information 
to-night.  I  desire  to  know  whether  Mr. 
Beckett  initiated  the  proceedings  in 
the  first  instance,  and  whether  Colonel 
Boulby  only  acted  under  his  advice? 
Mr.  Beckett  was  in  charge  of  the 
police. 

Mr.  GIBSON :  I  regret  to  say  that  I 
cannot  give  the  hon.  Member  any  infor- 
mation as  to  the  confidential  communica- 
tions made  to  the  authorities  on  which 
the  prosecution  has  been  instituted 
against  Mr.  Hayden  and  the  26  other 
gentlemen  for  illegal  conduct  on  the 
17th  of  August.  Mr.  Beckett  was  the 
Besident  Magistrate  in  charge  that  day, 
no  doubt,  and  the  hon.  Gentleman  will 
see  that  by  reason  of  the  circumstance 
of  his  being  actually  in  charge  he  would 
not  bo  a  proper  person  to  take  any  part 
in  tho  hearing  of  the  case.  Here  is  an- 
otlier  matter  which  will  probably  recom- 
mend itself  to  tho  hon.  Gentleman — per- 
haps it  is  known  to  him  already,  how- 
ever— that  Mr.  Beckett    went  away   a 

Mr.  Udward  Harrington 


short  time  ago  to  some  German  baths, 
in  Hamburg  or  some  other  place,  from 
which  he  has  been  summoned  as  a 
witness — as  I  am  informed — by  Mr. 
Hayden.  As  to  other  matters  bearing 
upon  this  case  which  have  been  alluded 
to,  I  will  not  enter  into  them,  as  I 
understand  they  are  to  be  dealt  with 
later  on  on  the  Beport  stage,  hon.  Mem- 
bers not  being  satisfied  with  what  thej 
have  learned  from  the  Government.  In 
regard  to  the  observations  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  West  Kerry  (Mr.  E.  Har- 
rington), I  have  often  been  struck  in 
this  House  with  the  extraordinary 
amount  of  information  of  an  imagina- 
tive character  enjoyed  by  hon.  Members 
opposite  as  to  what  takes  place  in  Go- 
vernment Offices.  The  hon.  Member  says 
that  his  information  has  been  supplied 
by  a  gentleman  that  I  am  acquainted 
with,  and  who  is  in  the  employment  of 
the  Government. 

Mb.  ED  WABD  HARRINGTON :  I 
did  not  say  anything  about  his  being 
employed  by  the  Government ;  and  will 
the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
allow  me  to  say  that  I  stated  that  the 
information  I  received  from  this  gentle- 
man was  amply  corroborated  by  my 
own  experience  ?  I  mean  as  to  the  hand- 
ing of  letters  from  the  authorities  in 
Dublin  Castle  to  the  District  Inspectors 
for  the  Resident  Magistrates. 

Mr.  GIBSON :  What  I  was  alluding 
to  was  the  hon.  Member's  statement 
here  to-night  in  my  own  hearing. 
What  he  said  was  that  the  information 
he  received  in  this  matter  was  from  a 
gentleman  well  known  to  me  who  was 
behind  the  scenes  in  Dublin  Castle.  All 
I  can  say  is  that  that  gentleman  who  is 
referred  to  as  being  behind  the  scenes, 
and  who  has  given  the  hon.  Member 
the  information  we  have  heard,  most  be 
much  more  behind  the  scenes  than  Her 
Majesty's  Attorney  General  for  Ireland. 
It  might  be  supposed  that  I,  at  all 
events,  should  have  some  knowledge  of 
the  facts  which  this  gentleman  to  whom 
reference  has  been  made  is  said  to  have 
suoh  complete  knowledge  of — ^this  gen- 
tleman to  whom  the  hon.  Member  says 
he  will  take  the  trouble  to  communicate, 
asking  for  his  authority  for  his  name  to 
be  mentioned  in  this  House.  I  should 
be  very  glad  to  hear  this  gentleman's 
name  mentioned — this  gehueman  who 
is  known  to  me,  with  whom  I  am  on 
terms  of  familiarity,  and  who  makes  a 
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statement  of  this  kind.  When  I  hear 
his  name  I  shall  be  able  to  deal  with 
his  allegation.  At  present,  however,  so 
far  as  I  am  aware  from  my  limited 
knowledge  as  Attorney  General  for  Ire- 
land, no  such  practice  as  that  described 
by  the  hon.  Gentleman  has  ever  existed. 
What  the  hon.  Member  states  in  confir- 
mation of  the  allegation  he  has  made  is 
of  a  purely  imaginative  character.  He 
says  he  has  seen  letters  given  to  the 
Hesident  Magistrates  on  the  platforms 
of  railways. 

Mr.  EDWARD  HARRINGTON: 
Always. 

Mr.  GIBSON:  ''Always,"  says  he. 
So  it  seems  that  the  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  West  Kerry  is  constantly  in 
the  habit  of  watching  the  proceedings  of 
the  police  authorities  and  the  Resident 
Magistrates  on  the  platforms  of  railway 
stations;  but  I  should  have  thought,  from 
my  own  experience  of  his  action  in  this 
House,  that  he  has  other  things  to 
occupy  his  attention  in  connection  with 
his  Parliamentary  duties. 

Mr.  EDWARD  HARRINGTON:  I 
am  a  newspaper  man  in  Ireland ,  and  my 
business  is  to  attend  at  railway  stations 
when  there  is  occasion  to  do  so.  In 
troublous  times  my  business  is  to  watch 
the  movements  of  troublous  Govern- 
ments. 

Mr.  GIBSON:  I  certauily  under- 
stood that  the  hon.  Member  was  in 
pretty  constant  attendance  in  this  House; 
but  I  now  gather  that  he  has  a  kind  of 
double  personality,  so  that  since  the 
passing  of  the  Grimes  Act  he  has  been 
apparently  sitting  and  voting  in  this 
House,  and  has  also  attended  at  the 
railway  platforms  in  Ireland.  The 
Orimes  Act  was  passed  in  July,  and  the 
hon.  Member  has  been  in  attendance  in 
the  House  since  then,  voting  on  all 
Divisions,  and,  notwithstanding  that,  he 
tells  us  that  he  has  the  remarkable  gift 
of  being  able  to  see  letters  presented  at 
railway  stations  in  remote  parts  of  Ire- 
land to  Resident  Magistrates. 

Mr. EDWARD  HARRINGTON:  lam 
very  loth  to  interrupt  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman,  but  I  am  sure  he 
does  not  quite  see  what  he  is  doing.  He 
is  making  an  accusation  as  to  the  im- 
possibility of  the  facts  which  I  stated. 
What  I  said  was  that  I  had  seen  these 
things  done  under  Coercion  Acts.  I 
would  point  out  to  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  that  this  is  not  the 


first  Coercion  Act  which  has  been  passed 
in  this  country  against  Ireland,  but 
about  the  85th.  The  occurrences  which 
I  have  described  to  the  House  have  not 
only  been  reported  to  me,  but  I  have 
seen  them  take  place  myself  on  scores  of 
occasions,  without  exaggeration.  The 
right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  will 
bear  in  mind  that  I  said  that  I  did  not 
want  to  make  an  accusation  against  the 
present  Government  specially  in  the 
matter,  but  that  what  I  complained  of 
was  the  practice  in  Dublin  Castle. 

Mr.  GIBSON :  I  understood  that  the 
hon.  Gentleman  was  referring  to  the 
Criminal  Law  Amendment  Act,  which 
was  passed  into  law  on  the  19  th  of  July 
last;  but  I  now  understand  that  he 
refers  to  85  previous  Coercion  Acts, 
and  the  connection  which  has  existed 
between  the  Government  and  the  Resi- 
dent Magistrates  as  to  the  administra- 
tion of  those  Acts.  I  am  not  able  to 
say  what  has  taken  place  on  railway 
platforms  under  those  Acts  of  Parlia- 
ment, and  under  previous  administra- 
tions. I  am  only  concerned  with  my 
own  administration,  and,  so  far  as  the 
secrets  of  the  prison  house  are  revealed 
to  me,  I  must  say  I  have  never  heard 
anything  of  the  kind  which  has  been 
related  by  the  hon.  Gentleman.  I  never 
heard  of  any  interference  with  the  de- 
cisions of  the  Resident  Magistrates 
on  the  part  of  the  Government. 
These  magistrates  have  got  some  small 
executive  duties  to  perform,  such  as 
were  performed  by  Mr.  Beckett  on  the 
occasion  of  these  evictions  to  which  refer- 
ence has  been  made.  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber is  aware  that  in  oases  of  riot,  or  in 
cases  where  public  order  is  involved, 
the  Resident  Magistrates  do,  to  some 
extent,  exercise  executive  functions. 
The  hon.  Member  for  West  Belfast 
(Mr.  Sexton)  will  know  that,  in  con- 
nection with  the  riots  in  Belfast, 
the  Resident  Magistrates  were  con- 
tinually in  the  streets  taking  part  in 
the  proceedings.  But  no  doubt  it  is 
desirable,  and  all  will  agree  with  me  in 
this,  that  persons  in  a  judicial  capacity 
should  be  entrusted  as  little  as  possible 
with  administrative  functions.  However, 
for  Resident  Magistrates  to  do  what 
I  have  described  has  been  the  custom 
for  some  time  past  in  Ireland.  With 
regard  to  the  observations  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  North  Westmeath  (Mr. 
Tuite)  in  regard  to  Mr.  Beckett,  it  is 
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plain  that  that  gentleman  could  not 
have  taken  any  part  in  the  proceedings 
in  qaestioD,  owing^  to  the  fact  that  he  is 
not  in  Ireland.  Having  regard  to  what 
has  fallen  from  my  right  hon.  Friend 
the  Chief  Secretary,  I  do  not  think  it  is 
necessary  for  me  to  say  anything  further 
in  justification  of  the  Eesident  Magis- 
trates in  Ireland.  My  right  hon.  Friend 
has  given  these  gentlemen  the  highest 
testimonial.  Then  I  would  remind  hon. 
Members  opposite  of  the  axiom  of  one 
of  their  own  distinguished  friends  with 
regard  to  approbation  and  reprobation  of 
the  Eesident  Magistrates  in  Ireland.  For 
goodness  sake,  when  thoy  receive  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
the  Bridgeton  Division  of  Glasgow  (Sir 
George  Trevelyan)  into  their  camp,  let 
them  take  him  with  all  his  allegations 
around  him,  including  his  allegation, 
which  he  has  never  disavowed,  that 
the  Eesident  Magistrates  do  their  duty 
like  men,  loyally  and  honestly. 

Mr.  EDWARD  HARRINGTON: 
Will  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man give  me  an  answer  as  to  the  two 
Resident  Magistrates  I  referred  to,  one 
as  having  been  punished  and  the  other 
rewarded  for  the  action  taken  by  them  at 
the  Killarney  Petty  Sessions  ? 

Mr.  GIBSON:  I  explained  at  an 
earlier  period  of  the  evening  that  I 
have  nothing  to  say  with  regard  to  the 
Resident  Magistrates.  It  does  not  rest 
with  me  to  take  any  part  iu  the  adminis- 
tration of  justice,  except  to  prosecute ; 
but  I  may  say  generally  that  I  am  satis- 
fied of  this — that  though  it  is  necessary 
from  time  to  time,  in  the  interests  of  the 
Public  Service,  to  move  these  Resident 
Magistrates  about  from  one  place  to 
another,  the  removal  of  the  gentlemen 
he  has  referred  to  had  nothing  whatever 
to  do  with  their  action  on  the  Bench. 
The  view  entertained  by  an  hon.  Mem- 
ber opposite  I  believe  is  that  Resident 
Magistrates  should  not  become,  like 
oysters,  too  much  attached  to  one  locality, 
but  that  it  is  desirable  to  move  them 
about,  putting  them  in  different  places, 
so  that  tliey  may  not  become  too  much 
attached  to  any  one  particular  view,  or 
any  one  particular  interest.  Yet  wo  find 
that  when  the  Government  move  these 
gentlemen  about,  though  it  is  a  matter 
of  every  day  occurrence,  it  is  said  that 
it  is  owing  to  a  desire  to  punish  the 
magistrate,  or  to  show  displeasure  at 
the  action  which  he  has  taken  on  the 
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Bench.  I  think  that  such  a  charge  is 
entirely  unfounded — as  unfounded  as 
other  charges  which  have  been  brought 
in  this  House.  I  can  only  say  that  I 
am  convinced  the  hon.  Member  is  en- 
tirely mistaken  in  this  matter.  I  do  not 
blame  the  hon.  Member  himself,  but  I 
must  say  he  has  the  misfortune  of  having 
a  highly  imaginative  correspondent. 

Mil.  EDWARD  HARRINGTON: 
I  have  the  advantage  of  personal  obserra- 
tion  in  the  matters  to  which  I  have  re- 
ferred. The  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man has  not  the  advantage  of  personal 
observation  extending  far  back  in  the  Go- 
vernment of  Ireland,  nor  is  he,  although 
responsible,  supplied  with  a  sufficient 
amount  of  information  to  enable  him  to 
answer  the  questions  which  I  have  put 
to  him  to  -night.  This  is  how  we  stand. 
I  have  made  certain  charges  which  have 
come  up  to  the  time  of  the  right  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman's  administration, 
and  he  stands  upon  this  point.  lie  sajs 
that  this  occurrence  has  not  taken  place 
in  his  time.  He  is  here  to-night  as  the 
sole  Representative  of  the  Government 
of  Ireland.  I  have  learned  that  certain 
things  of  a  questionable  character  have 
occurred  in  Ireland ;  I  have  questioned 
him  about  these  things ;  he  is  paid  a 
large  salary  to  attend  to  matters  of  this 
kind;  he  has  the  aid  of  Dublin  Castle; 
and  notwithstanding  this  he  is  not  able 
to  give  the  House  one  single  fact  in 
answer  to  my  statements.  It  is  all  very 
well  to  make  general  assertions.  I  did 
did  not  think  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  would  stoop  to  assertions, 
certainly  not  such  as  he  has  made.  He 
has  denie  1  the  truth  of  these  statements 
I  have  made  to  the  effect  that  it  is 
the  practice  of  Dublin  Oastle  to  senl 
down  a  file  of  instructions  to  Resident 
Magistrates  as  to  the  decisions  they 
are  to  give.  He  says — **  I  have  never 
known  such  a  thing  occur  during  my 
time.''  What  has  been  his  time.  Sir? 
He  says  that  I  have  attended  regularly 
in  this  House,  and  have  been  present  at 
nearly  all  its  Divisions.  I  have,  Sir ; 
but  then,  so  has  he ;  and  what,  then, 
has  been  his  time  in  Ireland?  How 
much  time  has  he  spent  at  Dubhn 
Castle?  Out  of  his  own  mouth  I  can 
convict  him.  According  to  his  own 
announcement  here  the  other  night,  he 
did  not  know  of  the  occurrence  of  the 
Wcstmeath  case ;  he  wired  to  Dublin, 
and  his  Colleague  the  Solicitor  General 
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for  Ireland  knew  nothing  about  it.     It 
is  plain,  therefore,  that  he  is  not  at  all 
in  touch  with  Dublin  Oastle.     What  is 
his   answer   to-night  ?     ^'  I  have  been 
Attorney  General  for  one  month,  but 
yet   have  not  heard '^of   these  proceed- 
ings, and  therefore  they  have  not  hap- 
pened.''    Surely  that  is  a  fine  sample  of 
Dublin   Oastle    logic  to   endeavour    to 
palm  off  on  this   House  ?     He  says — 
''  I  have  been  in  my  present  position  for 
one   month  ;    I  ^have   attended  to  ^the 
various  Votes  ;  Phavo'watchod  the  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  West  Kerry, 
and  I  have  seen  that  he  has  attended  to 
every  Vote  as  well ;   and  therefore  he 
cannot  bo  cognizant   of  anything  that 
takes  place  in  Dublin '^Castle."     Well, 
Sir,  I  have  had  the  advantage  of  seeing 
Coercion  Acts  worked  by  other  Gentle- 
men sitting  where  the  right  hon.  and 
learned   Gentleman    now  sits.     I  have 
had  the  advantage,  moreover,  of  know- 
ing the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man's Predecessor,  who  is  now  bloom- 
ing on  the  Bench  in  Ireland,  and  I  know 
how  this  matter  is  likely  to  be  pushed 
on  by  such  as  he.     The  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman's  Predecessor  knows 
all  about  the  system  of  which  I  com- 
plain, and  that  is  our  great  trouble,  for 
these  are  the  Gentlemen  who  have  to 
administer   the    law  in    Ireland    from 
Dublin  Castle.     All    these    Gentlemen 
get  the  very  same   training;    and  we 
know  how  they  keep  back,  as  the  very 
last    commodity  reluctantly  to   be    de- 
livered to  this  House,  the  real  truth  in 
these  cases.     I  challenge  the  right  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  again— I  warn 
him  that  this  is  a  charge  which  will  not 
stop  here,  but  which  will  ring  through- 
out   the    land.     There    are    plenty   of 
witnesses  as  to  what  takes  place — there 
are  plenty  of   people   who  can  speak 
positively  to  the  fact  that  it  has  been 
the  practice,  under  former  Governments 
in  Ireland,  to  prepare  a  ^'  file  of  instruc- 
tions," technically  so-called,  in   Dublin 
Oastle,  and  send  it  down  to  the  Eesi- 
dent  Magistrates  who  have  the  trial  of 
a  case,  and  I  say,  in  corroboration  of 
that,  that  I  myself  have  seen  these  files 

?a88  into  the  hands  of  the  local  officials. 
do  not  say  that  I  have  been  to  every 
railway  station  in  the  country  to  watch 
the  Besident  Magistrates  as  these  files 
of  instructions  have  come  in ;  but  I 
have  been  to  many  of  them,  having  felt 
it  my  duty  to  do  so,  and  I  may  say  that 
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I  have  vory  often  sacrificed  my  own  busi- 
ness to  do  the  duty  I  am  now  describing. 
I  have  in  every  case  seen  the  District 
Inspector  hand  by  letter  what  I  believe 
to  have  been  correctly  described  to  me 
as  private  instructions  to  the  Eesident 
Magistrates;    and  however  much    the 
right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  may 
pooh-pooh  the  matter,  he  cannot  assert, 
on  his  own  responsibility,  that  what  I 
describe  does  not  take  place.     If   he 
does,  let  the  House  take  his  assertion 
for  what  it  is  worth ;  let  hon.  Members 
take  his  and  mine  together — his  state- 
ment, with  his  £4,000  a-year  behind  it, 
and  mine,  with  only  the  trust  and  con- 
fidence of  the  paople  of  Ireland  behind 
it.     I  do  not  say  that  the  right  hon.  and 
learned   Gentleman   has    not    told  the 
truth  so  far    as  his  constituents   have 
sent  him  here  to  tell  the  truth,  and  so 
far  as  his  information  may  enable  him 
to  do  it ;  but  I  assert  that  the  system  I 
have  described  is  the  constant  practice 
of    the   Government  in  Ireland.     The 
right    hon.    and   learned    Gentleman's 
assertions  are  not  very  strong  on  this 
case.     He  has  been  one  month  Attorney 
General  for  Ireland,  and   yet  he  does 
not  know  of  these  occurrences. 

Mr.  GIBSON:  The  hon.  Gentleman, 
in  the  excitement  of  oratory,  has  rather 
forgotten  the  facts  with  which  he  is  deal- 
ing. I  have  been  in  my  present  Office 
more  than  one  month.  I  have  been 
nearly  three  months  Attorney  General 
for  Ireland ;  and  the  hon.  Member 
seems  to  forget  that  I  was  Solicitor 
General  for  Ireland  from  the  year 
1885,  and  that  everything  known  to  my 
right  hon.  and  learned  Friend  the  late 
Attorney  General  was  also  known  to 
me. 

Mr.  EDWARD  HARRINGTON  : 
The  Crimes  Act  has  not  been  in  exist- 
ence more  than  a  month  or  so ;  and  at 
the  period  of  which  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  speaks  there  was  no 
case  before  the  Resident  Magistrates 
in  regard  to  which  such  a  file  of  instruc- 
tions as  I  have  referred  to  could  have 
been  sent  down.  I  have  stated  that 
this  is  a  practice  which  exists  under  the 
administration  of  Coercion  Acts  in  Ire- 
land. The  practice  is  this.  The  Irish 
Government  in  the  first  place  pick  out 
two  Resident  Magistrates  from  amongst 
the  worst  and  most  prejudiced  magis- 
trates they  can  find,  and  then,  as  if  that 
were  not  bad  enough,  when  a  case  is 
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about  to  be  tried  they  send  down  from 
Dublin    Oastle    a    file    of   instructions 
describing  the  characters  of  the  accused 
and  the  kind  of  decision  which  is  to  be 
giren.    That  is  my  allegation,  and  the 
right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  says 
he  does  not  know  of  the  existence  of 
such  a  system.    I  ask  him  does  he  know 
anything  about  what  has  taken  place 
under  the   Grimes  Act  within  the  last 
month  ?    What  does  he  know  ?    Who 
has  dictated  the  prosecutions?     Who 
dictated  the  prosecution  in  the  County 
Westmeath? — who  has  dictated  the  prose- 
cution in  the  County  of  Kerry  ?  The  case 
I  refer  to  in  Kerry  is  that  of  a  person 
who  is  charged  with  endeavouring  to 
retake  possession.  In  this  case  the  person 
was  enticed  into  the  house  under  false 
pretences  by  those  who  are  now  under- 
taking the  prosecution.     Does  the  right 
hon.   and  learned  Gentleman  know  of 
these   circumstances  ?     If   he  does,  he 
ought  to  be  ashamed  of  them  ;  but  I  do 
not  beliere  that  he  does.     I  know  the 
circumstances  I  describe  to  have  taken 
place  within  the  past  fortnight  in  the 
County  of  Kerry.    I  know  a  case  where 
a  magistrate  has  gone  out  to  a  farm 
from  which  a  tenant  has  been  evicted, 
where  he  has  seen  the  evicted  tenant's 
child,  10  years  of  age,  and  has  sent  the 
child  on  that  to  bring  in  the  father,  and 
when  the  father  has  come  in,  this  magis- 
trate has    prosecuted    him   under    the 
Coercion  Act  for  retaking  possession. 
Does  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman know  of  these  things?    If  he 
does,  I  ask  is  such  a  case  as  this  a  thing 
that  he  has  reason  to  be  proud  of  ?    If 
he  does  not  know  anything  about  these 
things,  then  it  does  not  go  to  disprove 
the  truth  of  my  assertion  as  to  those 
files  of  instructions  being  sent  down  to 
the  Eesident  Magistrates,  that  he  is  igno- 
rant of  the  existence  of  the  practice.   In 
the  cases  in  question  the  files  of  instruc- 
tions may  not  have  been  sent  down  yet. 
They  may  be  sent  down  in  a  few  days ; 
and  this  leads  me  to  point  out  that  we 
are  about  to  plunge  into  the  darkness  of 
the  Kecess,  and  that  we  desire  to  have 
all  the  information  we  can  get  before 
we  leave  this  place  for  some  months, 
and  are  deprived  of  the  opportunity  of 
throwing  the  light  of  publicity  upon  the 
Irish  Executive  by  putting  Questions  and 
raising  discussions  in  this  House.     We 
ask  the  Committee,  by  an  expression  of 
opinion,  to  interpose  between  the  Irish 
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Government   and  the  victims  of  their 
operations.  If  there  is  a  case  to  be  tried 
under  the  Crimes  Acts  let  the  Resident 
Magistrates  be  indifferently  chosen,  ex- 
cept, of  course,  for  legal  knowledge,  and 
let  them  not  receive  instructions  as  to 
the  history  of  the  men  to  be  tried  and 
as  to  the  decisions  they  are  to  give.   Let 
the  cases  come  before  the  magistrates 
blindly,  and  when  the  magistrates  want 
to  inflict  a  heavy  punishment,  then  let 
them  ask,  if  they  like,  as  to  the  antece- 
dents of  the  prisoners,  and  then  let  the 
District  Inspector  or  any  other  witnew 
brought    forward  on  the  part   of  the 
Crown  say  whether  or  not  there  have 
been  previous  convictions.     Do  not  let 
the  fountains  of  justice  be  poisoned  by 
putting  into  the  hands  of  tne  Besident 
Magistrates  files  of  instructions    from 
Dublin  Castle,  saying — **  Oh,  an  enemy 
to  the  landlords !     An  old  offender !    A 
troublesome  character !    A  thorn  in  the 
side  of  the  landlords !    A  very  trouble- 
some fellow  I "   Why,  if  I  were  brooght 
up  before  two  Resident  Magistrates  and 
this  file  of  instructions  dealing  with  my 
case  were  sent  down,  it  would  be  as  long 
as  any  Petition  dver  presented  in  this 
House,  in  order  to  represent  the  ideas 
of  the  legal   functionaries  in    Dablin 
Castle  as  to  my  personal  character.  The 
object,  of  course,  would  be  that  I  shonld 
be  submitted  to  their  idea  of  a  trial,  and 
receive  their  idea  of  justice.  Trial  under 
these  circumstances  is  a  mockery.    It  is 
rendered    a    mockery  by  this  sending 
down  files  of  instructions  from  Dablin 
Castle.    A  great  deal  of  the  information 
contained    in    those   files    is    obtained 
in  this  way.    A  lot  of  stupid  police- 
men  are  put  into    plain   clothes,  and 
they    have  the   duty  put    upon  them 
of  watching  certain    men   and  certain 
localities,  and  the  pay  and  easement  of 
these  gentlemen  in  plain  clothes  depends 
on  their  making  certain  reports  ereiy 
day.     Of  course,  they  do  furnish  reports 
to  Dublin  Castle,  and  it  is  the  reflex  of 
these  which  comes  back  from  DabUn 
Castle  to  the  Resident  Magistrate.    I 
represent  the  case  as  it  is,  and  haTinff 
put  the  facts  before  the  Committee,  and 
having  heard  what  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  the  Attorney  Gtaieral 
for  Ireland  has  to  say  in  reply,  I  have' 
only  to  remark  that  I  am  satisfied  if  he  is. 
Mr.  HAEBIS  :  I  trust  we  shall  have 
some  statement  from  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  the  Attorney  Geiieral 
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for  Ireland  respecting  the  provision  to 
be  made  for  the  attendance  of  two 
Hesident  Magistrates  to  adjudicate  under 
the  Crimes  Act. 

Mr.  GIBSON  :  My  right  hon.  Friend 
the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  has 
stated  the  views  of  the  Government  with 
reference  to  the  administraotion  of  the 
Crimes  Act.  My  right  hon  Friend  has 
already  explained  that  when  parties  are 
summoned  under  the  Crimes  Act,  care 
will  be  taken  by  the  Government  to  see 
that  a  Bench  of  two  Hesident  Magis- 
trates shall  be  constituted,  so  that  the 
case  shall  be  determined  on  the  first 
opportunity  in  order  that  the  parties 
shall  not  be  subjected  to  delay,  and  in- 
convenience, and  possibly  unnecessary 
expense.  Of  course,  the  hon.  Member 
for  East  Gal  way  understands  that  when 
a  summons  is  taken  out  it  is  returnable 
on  a  fixed  day,  the  ordinary  Petty  Session 
day,  and  in  that  case,  of  course,  it  will  be 
the  duty  of  the  Eesident  Magistrates  to 
arrange  that  there  shall  be  a  properly 
constituted  Court  to  decide  the  case. 
But  where  a  man  is  arrested  on  warrant 
he  is  brought  before  a  Justice  on  the 
earliest  possible  opportunity.  There 
may  not  be  an  opportunity  for  the  case 
to  be  adjudicated  upon  immediately,  and 
it  may  be  necessary  to  bring  the  prisoner 
before  the  ordinary  Petty  Sessions  Court, 
and  that  Petty  Sessions  Court  may  not 
assemble  for  a  considerable  period  after 
the  arrest.  Suppose  he  were  taken 
before  the  Petty  Sessions  Court  the  hon. 
Gentleman  will  see  that  one  Besident 
Magistrate  may  only  be  in  attendance; 
indeed,  it  would  be  impossible  to  have 
two  Resident  Magistrates  in  every  Petty 
Sessions  dis-rict  in  the  country.  Now, 
in  such  a  case  as  that  we  must  of  course 
do  the  best  we  can.  If  the  arrest  takes 
place  at  such  a  period  that  it  is  impossible 
to  have  an  immediate  inquiry  before  a 

Eroperly  constituted  Bench,  I  assure  the 
on.  Gentleman  that  every  effort  will  be 
made  by  us  that  there  shall  not  be  any 
unnecessary  delay.  I  do  not  think  I  can 
give  the  hon.  Gentleman  any  further 
assurance,  but  I  admit  that  parties  who 
are  proceeded  against  should  not  be  left 
long  in  the  state  of  uncertainty.  I  think 
hon.  Gentlemen  will  agree  with  me  that 
we  have  done  our  best  this  evening  to 
answer  all  the  questions  that  have  been 
addressed  to  us,  and  that  we  may  now 
reasonably  ask  the  Committee  to  agree 
to  the  Vote. 


Mr.  GILHOOLY  :  I  should  like  to 
know  whether  it  is  intended  to  adopt 
any  safeguard  in  cases  where  the  Besi* 
dent  Magistrates  have  a  discretionary 
power  to  accept  or  refuse  bail.  I  have 
already  referred  to  the  case  of  the  young 
men  who  were  imprisoned  for  five  weeks 
in  consequence  of  the  refusal  on  the  part 
of  the  magistrates  to  accept  bail.  In 
that  case  the  immediate  predecessor  of 
the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
the  Attorney  General  for  Ireland  con- 
sidered that  there  had  been  a  gross 
abuse  of  the  power  of  the  magistrates. 
I  wish  to  know  whether  the  right  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  will  give  any 
pledge  or  promise  that  in  future  such 
cases  shall  not  arise,  and  that  Hesident 
Magistrates  before  refusing  bail  shall 
submit  depositions  to  him  ? 

Mr.  GIBSON :  That  would  be  quite 
outside  the  province  of  the  Attorney 
General.  There  are  two  classes  of  cases, 
one  in  which  bail  can  be  given  as  a 
matter  of  right,  and  the  other  in  which 
the  acceptance  of  bail  is  a  matter  within 
the  discretion  of  the  magistrates.  In  the 
latter  class  of  case  regard  is  had  to  two 
considerations ;  first  of  all  the  nature 
and  gravity  of  the  offence ;  and,  secondly, 
whether  the  person  charged  is  likely  to 
turn  up  for  trial.  It  would  be  out  of  all 
question  for  the  officer  who  prosecutes  to 
give  instructions  to  the  Court  which  is  to 
decide  the  case  as  to  the  granting  of 
bail.  It  is  quite  impossible  for  him  to 
do  anything  of  the  kind.  I  am  confident 
that  the  Hesident  Magistrates  will 
exercise  their  jurisdiction  upon  the 
principles  I  have  mentioned.  The  hon. 
Gentleman  has  referred  to  the  case  in 
which  my  predecessor  considered  the 
non-acceptance  of  bail  an  abuse  of  the 
discretionary  power  of  magistrates.  My 
experience  is  that  magistrates,  not  merely 
Hesident  Magistrates,  commit  cases  for 
trial  at  the  Assizes  on  information  which 
appears  to  show  that  there  is  a  case. 
The  Attorney  General  is  bound  to  act  for 
himself,  and  if  the  information  laid  be- 
fore him  does  not,  in  his  opinion,  warrant 
further  prosecution,  he  declines  to  direct 
one.  I  have  myself  refused  to  direct 
further  prosecutions.  I  may  call  the 
attention  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  to  the 
circumstance  that  if  bail  is  not  allowed 
the  parties  who  feel  aggrieved  can 
always  apply  to  the  Court  above. 

Mr.  GILHOOLY:  The  expense  of 
such  a  proceeding  is  yerj  great. 
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master  in  England  may  get  a  pension, 
subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Education 
Pt'partment,  after  30  years'  service. 
There  are  certain  pensions  given  every 
year,  and  30  years'  service  is  the  basis 
on  which  these  pensions  are  given.  In 
asking  for  35  years'  service  on  the  part 
of  a  man  and  30  j  ears'  service  on  the 
part  of  a  woman,  I  do  not  think  we  are 
asking  too  much  for  our  teachers,  who 
do  good  work.  These  are  the  chief 
points  I  wish  to  raise.  I  have  shown 
that  the  work  of  the  Irish  teachers  is 
good  in  quality,  and  that  it  bears  com- 

?ari8on  with  the  work  done  in  England, 
have  shown  how  well  the  English 
masters  are  paid,  how  well  the  Scotch 
masters  are  paid,  and  how  miserably 
the  Irish  masters  are  paid.  I  ask  some 
relief  in  the  matter  of  salaries  ;  and  in- 
asmuch as  the  masters  at  home  are 
practically  civil  servants,  I  ask  that  the 
question  of  residences  should  be  taken 
up,  and  that  some  relief  should  be  given 
in  the  matter  of  pensions.  There  has 
been  a  threat  that  the  services  of  the 
third-class  masters  will  be  dispensed 
with  unless  they  obtain  head  masters' 
certificates.  The  men  have  given  great 
services  to  the  nation,  and  I  appeal  to 
the  Treasury  not  to  dismiss  them  with- 
out good  and  sufRcient  reason.  Then, 
again,  the  first-class  assistants  complain 
of  their  scale  of  pay.  They  receive  pay 
just  at  the  same  rate  as  third-class 
masters — namely,  £31  per  annum.  I 
think  that  if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Chief  Secretary  will  take  these 
points  into  consideration,  and  do  some- 
thing for  the  amelioration  of  the  con- 
dition of  the  Irish  teachers  generally, 
ho  will  receive  the  gratitude  of  this 
deserving  body  of  people. 

The  CHIEF  SEGRETAEY  foe  IRE- 
LAND (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfouk)  (Manches- 
ter, E.) :  Perhaps  it  would  be  con- 
venient to  the  Committee  that  I  should 
rise  at  once  and  reply  to  the  remarks  of 
the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
North  Leitrim  (Mr.  Conway).  I  will 
take  the  various  points  ho  has  touched 
upon  in  the  order  in  which  ho  has  men- 
tioned them.  The  first  accusation  is  that 
the  control  of  teaching  in  Ireland  is  vested 
not  in  the  localities,  but  in  what  he  de- 
scribes as  an  irresponsible  Board.  Well, 
the  Board  may  not  be  responsible  to  the 
different  localities,  but  the  Board  is 
responsible  to  Parliament,  and  that 
seems  not    to    be    an    irrational    plan 
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when  you  are  dealing  with  a  system  of 
education  in  which  the  cost  is  borne  not 
by  the  different  localities,  but  by  Parlia- 
ment.    In  England,  undoubtedly,  those 
responsible  are  the  localities  in  the  first 
instance  ;  but  in  England  the  localities 
bear  the  cost,  or  a  very  large  propor- 
tion of  the  cost,  of  education.     In  Ire- 
land there  is  not  the  same  ground  for 
placing  responsibility  upon  the  localities, 
because  in  Ireland  a  very  small  propor- 
tion of  the  cost  of  education  is  borne  by 
the  localities.     My  recollection  of  the 
figures  is  that  in  England  about  23i. 
per  child  per  year,   counting    attend- 
ances, is  paid  by  the  localities.     In  Ire- 
land only  about  5^.  per  child  per  year  is 
paid,  and  yet  in  Ireland,  though  a  very 
small  and  insignificant  fraction  of  the 
cost  of  education  is  borne  by  the  locali- 
ties, with  the  localities  practically  rests 
the  responsibility    of   appointing    and 
dismissing  the  teachers.     Under  these 
circumstances,  I  think  the  first  accusa- 
tion of  the  hon.  Gentleman  falls  to  the 
ground.     He  then  went  on  to  complain 
that  whereas  the  Education  Vote  is,  as 
he  says,  stationary  as  regards  Ireland, 
it  is  progressive  as  regards  England  and 
Scotland.     But,  Sir,  I  do  not  think  he 
can  have  had  in  his  mind  when  he  made 
that    statement  the  figures    regarding 
the  payments  of  teachers  which  have 
obtained    during    the    last    20    or  SO 
years. 

Mr.  CONWAY :  The  salaries  were 
reviewed  in  1875. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUE :  I  think  the 
hon.  Gentleman  will  see  that  I  am  meet- 
ing his  arguments  quite  fairly.  I  will 
take  the  amount  paid  by  the  State  to- 
wards the  salaries  of  the  teachers  of  the 
Grst  class  from  the  year  1854  to  the 
year  1887. 

Colonel  NOLAN  (Gal way,  N.) :  How 
many  teachers  are  there  in  the  first 
class  ? 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  I  do  not  care 
what  class  I  take,  I  will  take  the  lowest 
class  if  tho  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman 
desires  me  to  do  so.  I  will  take  the  years 
1854,  1864,  1874,  and  1885.  Now,  I 
find  that  tho  average  pay  of  Irish 
teachers  of  the  first  class  has  been  in 
1854,  £36 ;  in  1864,  £54 ;  in  1874,  £87  ; 
andinl885,£l01.  So  that  in  the  30  years 
which  intervened  between  1854  and  1885 
the  salaries  of  the  Irish  teachers  of  the 
first  class,  paid  from  Imperial  sources, 
have  risen  from  £36  to  £101. 
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Colonel  NOLAN:  How  many 
teachers  are  there  in  the  first  class  ? 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUE :  And  this  is  a 
Vote  which  the  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr. 
Oonway)  describes  as  a  non- progressive 
Vote. 

CoLoxEL  NOLAN :  How  many 
tonohers  are  there  in  the  first  class  ? 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  have  not 
got  the  statistics  with  me,  but  I  do  not 
think  the  point  is  material. 

Mr.  CONWAY:  In  averaging  I  took 
head  masters  and  assistants. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  fail  to  see 
how  that  affects  the  matter.  I  will  now 
take  the  lowest  class  if  that  will  satisfy 
the  hoD.  and  gallant  Gentleman  (Oolonel 
Nolan). 

Colonel  NOLAN :  No  ;  I  want  the 
number  of  teachers  of  the  first  class. 

Mr.   a.  J.   BALFOUR:  I  think  I 
have  met  the  case  perfectly  fairly.     I 
am  dealing  with  the  argument  of  the 
hon.  Member    for  North  Lei  trim  that 
this  Vote  is  a  stationary  Vote.     I  think 
I  have  shown  that  so  far  as  the  salaries 
of    the  first-class   teachers,  which  are 
paid  from  Imperial  funds,  are  concerned, 
this  Vote  is  certainly  progressive.     Now, 
what  have  been  the'salaries  of  the  lowest 
class  of  teachers  ?    In  1 854  the  salaries 
of  these  teachers  amounted  to  £15,  in 
the  year  1864  to  £19,  in  1874  to  £86, 
and  "^  in  1885  to  £51.    So  that,  taking 
the  figures  of  the  lowest  class,  the  pro- 
gression or  the  actual  development  of 
the  supply  from  Imperial  sources  to  the 
salaries  of  these  teachers  of  the  lowest 
class  in  Ireland  has  been  from  £15  in 
1854  to  £51  in  1885.     I  think  that  I 
need  not  go  into   any  further  figures. 
After  this,  the  hon.  Gentleman,  I   am 
sure,  will  hardly  maintain  that  this  Vote, 
80  far  as  Imperial  contributions  to  the 
teachers'  salaries  are  concerned,  has  been 
a  stationary  Vote.    Then  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman went  on  to  say  that  the  Irish 
teachers  were  much  worse  off  than  the 
English    and    Scotch    teachers.     Well, 
Sir,     I    am     not    prepared    to     deny 
that  the  salaries  of  the  Irish  teachers 
are    Iowct  than   the  salaries  of    Eng- 
lish and    Scotch  teachers.    I    do   not 
deny  it ;  but  the  question  is  whether  that 
is   a  thing  which  can  or  ought  to  be 
remedied  by  the  action  of  the  Imperial 
Parliament,  and  I  apprehend  that  in 
considering  that  question  more  than  one 
argument  is  to  be  taken  into  account. 
First  of  all,  we  have  to  consider  the 


point  on  which  I  have  already  dwelt — 
namely,  what  is  the  comparative  con- 
tribution in  the  three  countries  from 
local  sources  to  teachers'  salaries?  I 
allow  that  in  Ireland  the  teachers' 
salaries  are  lower  than  in  England,  but, 
as  I  have  already  stated  to  the  Com- 
mittee, in  England  and  in  Scotland  the 
contribution  from  local  sources  is  about 
23«.  or  24*.  per  child  per  year,  while  in 
Ireland  it  is  only  about  Ss,  per  head  per 
year.  No ;  7«.  ^^d.  is  the  exact  amount. 
Now,  to  ask  this  House  to  contribute  an 
increased  sum  over  the  large  sum  that 
is  already  contributed  to  Irish  education, 
considering  how  little  is  contributed 
from  local  sources,  is  rather  hard  on  the 
English  taxpayer.  But  that  is  not  the 
only  point  we  have  to  take  into  consi- 
deration. We  have  to  consider  what  is 
the  comparative  amount  of  work  which 
is  being  done  respectively  by  Irish 
teachers  on  the  one  hand,  and  by 
English  and  Scotch  teachers  on  the  other 
hand.  Now,  I  find  that  there  is  one 
English  teacher,  on  the  average,  to  about 
83  pupils.  In  Ireland  there  is  a  teacher, 
on  the  average,  to  about  41  pupils.  So 
that  the  amount  of  work,  estimated  by 
the  number  of  pupils  taught,  is  rather 
more  than  double  in  England  what  it 
is  in  Ireland ;  and  that  alone — leaving 
out  the  arguments  I  have  already 
adduced — is  a  ground  for  making  some 
distinction  between  the  amount  of  the 
salaries  paid  in  England  and  the  amount 
of  the  salaries  paid  in  Ireland.  Sir, 
there  is  a  further  argument — are  the 
Irish  teachers  as  good  as  the  English 
teachers  ?  I  apprehend  that  it  is  per« 
f  eotly  certain  they  are  not. 

Mr.  W.  A.  MAODONALD  (Queen's 
Co.,  Ossory) :  You  will  not  get  them 
for  the  money. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  The  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  the  Ossory 
Division  of  Queen's  Oounty  appears  to 
think  that  we  should  pay  teachers  more 
than  their  market  value,  and  that  their 
value  as  teachers  will  increase  according 
to  the  salaries  you  choose  to  pay  them. 
That  is  not  the  ordinary  method  in  which 
business  is  conducted  on  this  side  of  the 
Channel,  and  I  do  not  think  it  is  on  the 
other.  But,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  take  aa 
a  test — ^I  admit  it  is  a  rough  one,  but  it 
is  a  test  up  to  a  certain  point— the 
number  of  teachers  you  have  got  from 
Training  Colleges  in  Ireland.  I  think 
it  will   not  be  denied  by  those  who 
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have  interested  themselves  in  the  sub- 
ject of  Irish  education  that  the  number 
of  Irish  teachers  who  have  gone 
through  Training  Colleges  is  incom- 
parably smaller  than  the  corresponding 
number  in  England  and  Scotland. 
Though  I  admit  that  is  a  test  you  can- 
not apply  absolutely,  it  is  an  indication 
which  is  supported  by  all  other  indica- 
tions we  have  on  the  subject,  that  Irish 
teachers  have  not  yet  reached  the 
standard  attained  by  their  English  and 
Scotch  confrkrei.  There  is  a  decided 
progress  visible  on  the  part  of  Irish 
teachers.  They  are  increasingly  able 
to  pass  examinations  which  do  give  them 
a  larger  salary.  Now,  Sir,  the  hon. 
Member  for  North  Leitrim  has  com- 
plained of  the  practice  of  paying  Irish 
teachers  to  a  certain  extent  by  result 
fees,  and  he  has  actually  compared  in 
this  respect  the  Irish  system  with  the 
English  system.  But  he  seems  to  for- 
get that  while  in  Ireland  the  largest 
proportion  of  a  teacher's  salary  is  a 
fixed  salary  irrespective  of  result  fees, 
in  England  the  whole  contribution  from 
the  State — call  it  by  what  name  you 
will  —  is  entirely  and  solely  paid  by 
results  ;  so  that  if  the  Irish  teacher  has 
ground  for  complaint  in  the  fact  that 
part  of  his  salary  depends  upon  the 
results  of  his  educational  efforts,  how 
much  greater  reason  has  his  English 
brother  to  complain  that  the  whole  con- 
tribution of  the  State  is  determined  by 
the  results  he  produces,  and  by  no  other 
consideration  whatever  ?  Then  the  hon. 
Gentleman  went  on  to  say  that  the 
teachers  of  Ireland  had  a  grievance  in 
regard  to  residences.  Sir,  I  am  bound 
to  say  that  if  there  be  any  failure  in  the 
provision  of  teachers'  residences  in  Ire- 
land, it  does  not  depend  upon  the  Board 
of  Education  in  Ireland,  or  upon  the 
efforts  that  this  House  has  made  towards 
providing  these  residences.  Under  the 
law  as  it  at  present  stands  money 
can  be  lent  by  this  House  at  5  per  cent, 
for  purposes  of  teachers'  residences. 
This  5  per  cent  includes  not  only  the 
interest  upon  the  capital  sum  expended, 
but  jiractically  pays  it  back  in  35  years, 
so  that  the  actual  interest  does^^not 
amount  to  more  than  SJ^  per  cent,  at)^ 
of  that  5  per  cent,  half  is  paid  by  the 
the  Board  of  Education  if  the  buildings 
are  bond  fide  waq^l  as  teachers'  residences. 
Now,  I  ask  the  Committee  whether  it  is 
possible  to  make  more  liberal  arrange- 

Mr.  A.  J,  Balfyur 


ments  than  those  which  liaye  been  pro- 
vided by  the  State  for  these  purposes? 

Mb.  SEXTON  (Belfast,  W.)  :  Is  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  aware  that  some 
of  the  landlords  will  not  giye  land  for 
the  purpose  of  building  teachers'  resi- 
dences ? 

Ms.  A.  J.  BALFOUB  :  I  have  never 
yet  heard  that  any  Irish  landlords  hare 
shown  any  unmlling^ess  to  dispose 
of  their  land  on  fair  tenure.  There- 
fore, if  you  take  into  aooount  these 
facts,  first,  that  the  payment  of  one- 
half  the  money  which  is  made  by  the 
Government  is  8upplem.ented  by  the 
Boards  of  Guardians  in  Ireland,  and, 
secondly,  that  England  and  Ireland  are 
on  an  equality  with  regard  to  the  taking 
of  land  for  teachers'  residences  by  com- 
pulsion, you  will,  I  think,  admit  that  if 
there  is  a  grievance  in  this  respect  in 
Ireland,  it  exists  in  tenfold  force  on  this 
side  of  the  Ohannel.  When  the  hon. 
Member  for  North  Leitrim  compared 
the  position  of  the  National  Sohool 
teachers  in  Ireland  with  the  position  of 
the  National  School  teachers  in  Eng- 
land, I  think  he  might  have  stated  to 
the  Committee  the  fact  that  in  England 
there  is  no  State  pension  fund  what- 
ever, while  in  Ireland  there  is  a  sum  of 
£1,000,000  and  more  set  apart  for  this 
purpose.  There  is  no  corresponding 
fund  in  England. 

Mb.  CONWAY :  The  prindpb  of 
pensions  is  accepted  in  England.  [Mr. 
A.  J.  Balfouk  :  No,  no ! J  I  beg  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman's  pardon.  If 
he  will  refer  to  the  Betums  issued  to 
Parliament  he  will  see  that  a  certain 
amount  of  money  is  allowed  for  the 
purpose  of  pensions  to  National  School 
teachers.  There  is  a  difference  in  form, 
but  the  principle  is  the  same. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  The  hon. 
Member  for  North  Leitrim  has,  I  think, 
not  made  himself  acquainted  with  the 
history  of  the  English  system.  Under 
the  old  system,  which  is  dying  out^  there 
was  some  provision  made  for  teadhers' 
pensions;  at  present  there  is  no  such 
provision  made. 

Mb.  CONWAY :  I  wish  to  state  that 
a  statement  has  been  issued  from  the 
Education  Office,  to  the  effect  that  a 
friend  of  mine,  on  his  retiring  firom  the 
service,  will  receive  a  pension.  Of  course, 
the  principle  is  that  those  who  were 
teachers  before  1862  would  be  entitled 
to  pensions ;  but  you  will,  in  the  course 
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of  a  few  years,  extend  the  principle  to 
the  years  1865  and  1870. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUE:  The  hon. 
Gentleman  has  founded  his  whole  case 
on  the  experience  of  one  of  his  friends, 
and  that  friend  was  a  teacher  before  the 
year  1 862.  The  hon .  Gentleman  is  in  error 
in  saying  that  the  past  state  of  things 
would  exist  in  the  future.  That,  will  not 
be  the  case.  In  England  we  no  longer 
recognize  that  the  State  is  responsible  in 
any  way  whatever  for  providing  pensions 
for  teachers  ;  but  in  Ireland  the  teachers 
are  so  much  better  off  that  £1.300,000 
has  been  allocated  from  the  Irish  Church 
Fund  for  the  purpose  of  providing  pen- 
sions for  all  time,  and  therefore  I 
repeat  that  if  there  is  an  Irish  grievance 
here,  there  is,  with  respect  to  teachers' 
pensions,  a  tenfold  English  grievance. 
The  hon.  Gentleman  thought  that  the 
pensions  ought  to  be  larger  than  they 
are  ;  but  I  would  point  out  that  although 
it  might  be  possible  to  distribute  the 
interest  on  the  pension  fund  in  a  diffe- 
rent way,  the  amount  cannot  be  in- 
creased, in  other  words,  if  an  alteration 
in  the  mode  of  distribution  were  to  be 
made  you  would,  by  giving  more  to 
some,  be  taking  away  from  others.  And 
if  you  decline  to  recognise  this  necessity 
and  insist  on  increasing  the  total  amount 
given  in  pensions,  this  would  only  re- 
sult in  making  the  fund  bankrupt, 
because  you  would  disturb  the  actuarial 
calculation  on  which  it  is  based.  If  you 
change  the  allocation  you  will  simply 
be  giving  to  A  in  the  future  what  you 
are  now  giving  to  B ;  and  I  am  not 
aware  that  there  is  any  possible  redis- 
tribution that  can  be  suggested  that 
will  place  the  teachers  in  a  better 
position  than  they  are  in  at  the  pre- 
sent time.  I  think  I  have  met  the 
case  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  fairly, 
and  shown  that  although  the  Irish 
teacher  is,  in  some  respects,  in  a  less 
advantageous  position  than  his  English 
brother,  it  is  no  fault  of  the  Imperial 
Parliament.  The  Imperial  Parliament 
does  more  for  education  in  Ireland  than 
in  any  other  part  of  the  United  King- 
dom, and  if  the  Irish  teacher  is  worse 
off  than  the  English  or  Scotch  teacher, 
it  is  because  the  Irish  people  contribute 
less  to  the  cost  of  education. 

Mb.  NOLAN  (Louth,  N.):  I  do  not 
desire  to  prevent  the  Allotments  Bill 
being  reached  at  a  reasonable  hour, 
which  I  believe  is  desired  by  the  Com- 


mittee, and  I  shall  therefore  be  as  brief 
as  possible  in  the  observations  I  have  to 
make  on  this  Vote.  In  my  opinion,  not 
only  is  there  ground  for  complaint  that 
there  is  no  pension  fund  established  for 
the  National  School  teachers  in  Ireland ; 
but  the  whole  education  system  as  re- 
gards Ireland  is  at  fault.  The  hon. 
Member  for  North  Leitrim  (Mr.  Con- 
way) has  drawn  attention  to  the  fact 
that  the  education  system  in  Ireland  is 
not  under  local  control.  I  point  out 
that  it  is  one  which  has  been  forced  on 
the  people  by  the  Government,  and  they 
ought  to  accept  the  responsibility  for  it. 
The  people  of  Ireland  have  no  voice 
whatever  in  the  appointment  of  the 
Commissioners,  and  although  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  for 
Ireland  has  stated  that  the  Commis- 
sioners are  a  responsible  body,  inasmuch 
as  they  are  appointed  by  the  Executive, 
which  holds  its  authority  from  this  Go- 
vernment, yet,  in  my  opinion,  the 
Irish  Bepreeentatives  in  this  House  have 
no  voice  in  their  appointment.  Now,  I 
was  not  prepared,  even  after  the  experi- 
ence of  this  Session,  to  find  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary for  Ireland  would  take  up  such  an 
attitude  of  uncompromising  hostility  to 
the  wishes  of  the  Irish  Members  with 
regard  to  this  question  of  the  position  of 
Irish  Natioral  School  teachers.  The 
Predecessor  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
— the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  West  Bristol  (Sir  Michael  Hicks- 
Beach)— when  this  Vote  was  under  con- 
sideration last  year,  said  that  there 
should  be  some  modification  of  the 
entire  system  of  national  education  in 
Ireland ;  and  although,  in  the  matter 
of  the  position  of  the  National  School 
teachers,  no  definite  promise  was  made, 
yet  he  gave  us  distinctly  to  understand 
that  amongst  other  matters  the  salaries 
of  the  National  School  teachers  should 
be  considered,  and  the  right  hon.  Ba« 
ronet  even  held  out  the  promise  that  he 
would  ask  the  Eepresentatives  of  Ire- 
land to  co-operate  with  him  in  reform- 
ing the  Irish  educational  system.  I  do 
not  know  whether  the  riffht  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  present  Chief  Secretary  for 
Ireland  is  so  over-taxed  that  he  cannot 
enter  upon  this  very  important  work; 
but,  however  that  may  be,  I  sincerely 
trust  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will  take 
some  steps  in  the  matter  before  long. 
I  do  not  want  to  approach  the  question 
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of  national  education  in  Ireland  entirely 
from  the  point  of  view  of  the  Irish 
National  School  teachers,  although  I 
believe  their  views  are  well  worthy  of 
consideration.  But  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland 
has  made  an  attack  upon  the  National 
School  teachers — [Mr.  A.  J.  Balfoue  : 
No,  no !] — I  speak  of  them  as  a  class, 
not  as  individuals  ;  and  I  want  to  draw 
attention  to  the  status  of  the  National 
School  teachers  in  Ireland.  When  the 
right  hon.  Qentleman  compared  the 
working  of  the  system  in  Ireland  with 
the  working  of  the  system  in  England, 
he  said  that  the  teachers  in  England 
were  very  much  better  than  those  in 
Ireland  ;  but  I  wish  to  point  out  that  if 
that  is  so  it  is  because  their  salaries  are 
higher,  and  higher  salaries  attract  a 
better  class  of  men  to  the  profession  of 
teaching.  The  right  hon.  Qentleman 
made  merry  over  the  fact  that  my  hon. 
Friend  proposed  to  increase  the  salaries 
of  the  lower  class  teachers  with  the  hope 
that  they  would  become  better;  but  can- 
not the  right  hon.  Gentleman  see  that 
if  higher  salaries  wore  offered  that 
men  of  a  higher  class  would  be  at- 
tracted to  the  profession,  while  the 
better  class  of  men  would  remain  in 
it  instead  of  leaving  it  and  going  into 
the  Civil  Service,  or  to  America;  or 
oven  into  the  Constabulary,  as  some 
have  done,  rather  than  work  on  the 
present  rate  of  pay?  The  scheme 
of  education  in  Ireland  may  be  de- 
scribed as  a  grand  one.  It  has  its  Com- 
missioners paid  and  unpaid ;  it  has 
splendid  offices,  with  a  largo  staff  of 
clerks,  who  are  appointed  from  the 
favoured  class,  and  a  largo  number  of 
Inspectors ;  but  the  people  on  whom  the 
successful  working  of  the  system  de- 
pends are  underpaid.  The  system  has 
always  reminded  me  of  the  spectacle 
which  would  be  presented  by  some 
fine  carriage  drawn  by  a  set  of 
starving  horses.  If  it  is  a  fact  that 
the  teachers  are  inadequate  to  the  work 
of  education  that  is  required,  I  am  pre- 
pared to  maintain  that  the  oxplanation  is 
to  be  found  in  the  words — **The  teachers 
are  underpaid.**  My  hon.  Friend  has 
alroady  pointed  out  tho  fact  that  in 
London  teachers  are  paid  on  an  average 
£l3o  per  annum.  My  figures  are  £140, 
and  I  have  taken  them  from  very  g^od 
authoi-ities.  The  teachers  in  England 
receive  on    an    average    £120  a-year, 

Mr.  Nolan 


while  those  in  Ireland  certainly  do  not 
receive  more  than  £59  on  an  average. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman    the  Chief 
Secretary  for   Ireland    says    that   the 
whole  of  the  salaries  of  the  teachers  in 
England  depends  upon  results ;   but  I 
wish  to  point  out  that  it  is  not  the 
teachers,    but    the    managers    of    tho 
schools  who  receive  the  result  fees.    The 
teachers  have  nothing  to  do  with  them ; 
the  manager  pays  the  teacher  a  fixed 
salary,  and  the  complaint  in  Ireland  is 
that  the  teacher  does  not  reoeive  a  fixed 
salary,  but  that  a  portion  of  his  salary 
depends  on  results.     Of  course,  you  can- 
not institute  a  compsuison  between  the 
two  systems.    In  Eneland  you  have  a 
system  belonging  to  the  people ;  in  Ire- 
land you  have  a  system  belonging  to 
the  Government,  and  there  can  be  no 
kind  of  comparison  instituted  between 
them.    You  have  taken  the  matter  of 
education    in    Ireland  into  your  own 
hands.      Now,    with    regard    to    the 
salaries    which    the    National    School 
teachers  receive,  Mr.  Eowntree,  the  In- 
spector of  National  Schools  in  Sligo, 
writing  in  1883,  says  that  of  164  teachers 
in  his  district,  there  was  only  one  who 
received  £100  a-year ;  and  of  123  prin- 
cipal teachers,  33  had  between  £70  and 
£100,  and  the  remaining  90  between 
£30  and  £70  a-year;  23  received  £60, 
39  £50,  30  £40,  five  £30,   and  three 
under  £30.    Notwithstanding  tins,  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary for  Ireland  stated  just  now  that 
the  lowest  class  of  teachers  in  Ireland 
received  £50  a-year.    Then  we  have  the 
fact  that  80  per  cent  of  the  teachers  in 
Ireland  are  without  houses.     The  right 
hon.  Qentleman,  upon  this  subject,  was 
reminded  by  my  hon.  Friend  the  Mem- 
ber for  West  Belfast  (Mr.  Sexton)  that 
there  was  a  difficulty  in  obtaining  sites 
for  both  school  rooms  and  for  houses  for 
schoolmasters  in  Ireland ;  but  that  is  a 
fact  that  would  be  in  the  knowledge  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  if  he  knew 
much  about  the  condition  of  the  coun- 
try.    It  is  a  matter  of  complaint  all 
over  the  country  that  landlords  will  not 
grant  sites  for  such  purposes  as  schools 
and  teachers'  residences,  and  the  com- 
plaint has  more  than  once  reached  mo 
from  clergymen  who  are  anxious   to 
build  school  houses  or  houses  for  them- 
selves that  they  cannot  get  the  land 
necessary  for   that  purpose  from  the 
landlords.     Then,  agaiui  there  ia  an- 
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other  matter  which  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman did  not  take  into  account,  and 
that  is  that  in  England  large  numbers 
of  resident  gentry  and  manufacturing 
firms  who  contribute  largely  to  the  local 
schools 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  When  I  spoke 
of  the  amount  of  contribution,  1  took 
every  source  of  contribution  within  the 
State. 

Mr.   NOLAN:    But  in  Ireland   we 
have    not  this   resident  gentry.      The 
landlords,  who  draw  large  revenues  out 
the  country,  prefer  to  leave  their  duties 
behind  them,  and  dwell  elsewhere  ;  and 
who  have  not  got  those  large  manufac- 
turing firms  who  in  England  contribute 
60   largely  to  the    local  schools  of   the 
country.     Now,  as  to  the  causes  of  low 
classification  in  Ireland.     I  do  not  intend 
to  enter  into  that  question.  The  teachers 
themselves  have  very  clearly  stated  their 
case  in  a  pamphlet,  to  which  I  would 
recommend  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to 
give  his  attention.      I  remember  that 
during  the  course  of  his   speech  this 
evening  he  spoke  of  the  small  number 
of  children  to  be  educated  in  Ireland  as 
compared  with  the  number  in  England. 
Now,  I  think,  if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
would  look  into  this  question,  he  would 
find  that  the  averages  are  different ;  and 
in  England  it  is  possible — particularly 
under  the  present  system  of  compulsory 
attendance — to  secure  a  better  average. 
The  case  is  very   different   in   Ireland 
where,  during  a  certain  part  of  the  year 
the  schools  are  almost  deserted,  because 
the  children  have  to  go  from  long  dis- 
tances, and  in  bad  weather  they  cannot 
attend    so    regularly,    and,    again,    in 
harvest  and  seed  time  they  are  engaged 
in  the  fields.     The  teachers  in  Ireland 
are  therefore  at  this  disadvantage,  that 
while  at  certain  times  of  the  year  they 
have  a  large  number  of  children  at  the 
schools,  at  others  the  attendance  is  out 
down  and  the  average  does  not  repre- 
sent the  number  of  children  for  whom 
they  are  responsible.     The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  thrown  the  blame  on  the 
Local  Authorities  in  Ireland,  and,  cer- 
tainly it  would  appear  that  the  Poor  Law 
Authorities  have  not  done  their  duty  in 
this  respect ;    but  I  point  out   that  the 
Irish  peoplo  are  powerless  in  the  matter 
of  education.      This  is    a  Government 
system  of  education  cut  and  dried.     The 
Commissioners  make  the  rules,  draw  up 
the  programme,  and  select  the  books. 


Books  cannot  be  used  in  the  schools  in 
Ireland  as  they  can  be  used  in  this  coun- 
try at  the  will  of  the  managers.  Some 
time  ago  you  might  take  up  a  whole  set 
of  books  used  in  the  Irish  National 
Schools,  read  them  right  through,  and 
not  find  the  name  of  Ireland  mentioned 
in  them ;  and  even  now  Irish  history  is 
not  taught ;  and  why  ?  The  Commis- 
sioners say  it  is  because  there  is  too 
much  contentious  matter  in  it,  and  I  may 
draw  attention  to  the  fact,  that  the  por- 
tion of  history  about  which  Irishmen 
have  the  best  right  to  be  heard,  has  no- 
thing contentious  about  it  at  all.  I  am 
speaking  of  the  period  before  the 
Danish  Invasion.  Perhaps  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  does  not  know  that  Ire- 
land had  a  histoiy  so  far  back,  but  I  beg 
to  assure  him  that  she  had,  and  that 
standing  monuments  remain  of  the 
schools  and  institutions  founded  in  the 
time  of  Charlemagne.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  made  a  comparison  of 
the  state  aid  as  between  England  and 
Ireland,  but  he  never  said  one  word 
about  the  immense  sum  given  out  of  the 
Treasury  for  the  police  in  Ireland, 
where  both  the  educational  and  police 
systems  are  grossly  mismanaged.  My 
hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  North 
Leitrim  has  drawn  attention  to  the 
amount  of  money  expended  on  the  rent 
extracting  machine — the  police  force. 
You  spend  upon  this  machine  £  1 ,000, 000, 
while  you  seem  to  think  it  too  much  to 
spend  £100,000  on  the  work  of  educa- 
tion— in  other  words  force  ad  libitum 
is  used  to  squeeze'  an  impossible  rent 
out  of  the  Irish  tenant,  even  if  it  is 
necessary  to  pull  down  his  house  or 
burn  the  roof  over  his  head,  while  you 
begrudge  the  money  for  educating  his 
children.  Now,  both  constables  and 
teachers  are  at  your  disposal  in  Ireland, 
but  you  limit  the  sphere  of  action  of  the 
latter  in  every  way.  I  should  like  hon. 
Members  opposite  to  consider  for  a 
moment  the  relative  position  of  the 
members  of  the  Constabulary  Force  to 
that  of  the  National  School  teachers.  A 
constable  in  Ireland  receives  from  £60 
to  £70  a-year;  teachers  of  the  same 
grade  receive  from  £30  to  £40.  Ser- 
geants of  police  receive  £70  to  £80 
a-year,  while  the  teacher  of  the  corre- 
sponding grade  gets  from  £40  to  £70. 
A  head  constable  receives  £90  to  £140, 
while  the  head  teachers  in  the  National 
Schools  receive   from    £70    to    £100. 


1243 


Supply — Civil 


{COMMONS} 


Service  JEstimaiei. 


124^ 


Then  the  members  of  the  police  force 
Btand  in  a  better  position  than  the  Na- 
tional School  teacher,  inasmuch  as  the 
police  have  barrack  accommodation. 
The  police  pay  a  trifling  amount  for 
barracks,  but  it  does  not  amount  to  as 
much  as  the  teachers  pay  for  houses. 
The  police  are  provided  with  medical 
attendance ;  but  whent  the  National 
School  teacher  is  away  through  illness, 
he  has  to  pay  for  a  substitute  as  well  as 
bear  his  own  medical  expenses.  Let  us 
look  at  the  salaries  from  the  point  of 
view  of  the  National  School  teachers, 
who  have  had  hopes  held  out  to  them  of 
improvement  from  year  to  year,  even  so 
far  back  as  1854,  and  in  1875  an  Act  of 
Parliament  was  passed  which  was 
intended  to  have  an  effect  in  the  direc- 
tion of  improving  the  teachers'  salaries, 
but  which  was  found  in  operation  to  be 
a  total  failure.  The  object  of  the  Act 
was  to  increase  the  salaries,  but  a  por- 
tion of  the  amount  was  to  be  dependent 
on  the  Local  Poor  Law  Unions,  and  it 
was  found  that  out  of  163  Unions  only 
21  contributed  to  the  teachers'  salaries, 
and  as  I  have  remarked,  the  Act  be- 
came a  failure.  Then,  again,  in  1878 
a  Eesolution  was  passed  in  this  House, 
to  the  effect,  that  with  reference 
to  the  position  of  the  Irish  National 
School  teachers  in  Ireland,  and  the  fact 
that  the  various  means  taken  by  Go- 
yernment  had  failed  to  satisfy  the  just 
demands  of  the  Irish  National  School 
teachers,  the  House  was  of  opinion  that 
their  present  position  'called  for  imme- 
diate attention  at  the  hands  of  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government,  with  a  view  to  the 
satisfactory  adjustment  of  their  claims. 
In  1879  there  was  an  increase  of  £4  per 
head,  but  this  concession  was  accom- 
panied by  a  falling  off  of  the  contri- 
butions of  the  Guardians,  so  that, 
notwithstanding  the  increase  in  ques- 
tion, the  National  School  teachers  were 
reduced  to  the  same  position  as  they 
occupied  in  1875.  Then  in  1883  a  depu- 
tation waited  on  the  then  Chief  Secre- 
tary for  Ireland,  consisting  of  Irish  Na- 
tional School  teachers,  and  to  this  depu- 
tation the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland 
said  that  he  was  so  strongly  impressed 
with  the  statements  made  by  the  depu- 
tation that  ho  considered  action  ought 
to  be  taken  by  the  Government  in  the 
matter,  and,  if  possible,  that  it  ought  to 
bo  taken  at  once.  He  said,  further,  that 
he  recognized   the  pledge  which   had 
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been  given  by  Parliament  in  1875,  and 
also  recognized  the  fact  that  the  mea- 
sures taken  by  Government  in  redemp- 
tion of  that  pledge  have  been,  only  of  a 
temporary  character,  and  that  he  would 
be  glad  to  introduce  a  measure  on  the 
subject  at  once.     In  18^4  a  Bill  was 
introduced  by  the  Chief  Secretary  for 
Ireland  to  deal  with  this  matter,  but  it 
was  unfortunately  dropped.     We  hear 
in  foreign  politics  a  great  deal  about 
continuity  of  policy,  and  I  do  not  see 
why  we  should  not  hear  more  about  it 
in  connection  with  the  Irish  teachen. 
As  to  the  few  thousand  pounds  it  would 
cost  to  put  the  system  of  education  ia 
Ireland  on  a  satisfactory  footing,  I  must 
say  that  I  cannot  see  why  Her  Majesty's 
Goyernment  should  shrink  from  it.    If 
people  are  educated,  they  will  be  more 
easily  dealt  with.     I  know  the  progress 
of  education   within  my  own  memory 
has  had  a  wonderful  effect  upon  the 
habits  of  the  people.     There  may  be 
some  pauperism  in  the  country,  but  I 
think  that    every  right-minded    man, 
whether  Tory  or  Liberal,  will  agree,  if 
ho  has  any  knowledge  of  the  subject  at 
all,  that  the  people  of  Ireland  are  in  a 
much  more  satisfactory  condition  now 
than  they  were  in  25  years  ag^,  and  this 
is  owing,  in  a  great  measure,  to   the 
work  which    has   been   done  amoDgst 
them    by   the  schools.      Although  the 
action  of  the  schools  is  very  important, 
much  better  results  could  have  been  ob- 
tained by  putting  them  in  a  better  state. 
Nothing,  I  believe,  would  contribute  to 
helping  the  work  on  more  than  raising 
the  status  of  the  teachers.     My  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  North  Leitrim 
(Mr.  Conway)  spoke  of  an  intention  on 
the  part  of  the  Government  to  dismiss 
the  third-class  teachers  who  have  been 
for  a  long  time  at  work  in  the  schools. 
I  hold  that  there  should  be  no  third-class 
teachers  in  the  service,  except  for  very 
elementary  purposes,  but  at  the  same 
time  it  would  scarcely  be  fair  to  throw 
overboard  men  who  have  been  induced 
to  enter  the  service,  and  who  have  dis- 
charged  their  duties  to  the  best  of  their 
abilities  for  a  number  of  years.     But 
something  must  be  done  by  the  Govern- 
ment in  the  matter  of  refusing  to  sanc- 
tion in  the  future  the  appointment  of 
third-class  teachers  or  men  who  are  not 
likely  to  be  suitable  men  for  the  work 
of  education,  and  I  hope  that  notwith- 
standing what  the  right  hon.  Gentlomaa 
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has  said  on  the  snbjeot,  that  he  will 
reconsider  his  decision,  and  see  if  he 
cannot  do  something  to  improve  the 
condition  of  affairs. 

Captain  COLOMB  (Tower  Hamlets, 
Bow,  &c.) :  I  do  not  mean  to  trouble 
the  Committee  with  many  remarks,  but 
I  should  be  sorry  to  allow  the  debate  to 
close  without  saying  something  on  the 
matter.    The  hon.  Gentleman  the  Mem- 
ber for  North  Leitrim  (Mr.  Conway), 
who  introduced  the  subject,  did  it  very 
temperately,  and  many  of  the  points 
upon  which  he  has  touched  have  been 
fairly  treated  by  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Chief  Secretary.     So  far  as 
money  goes,   comparing  England  with 
Ireland,  the  Imperial  Parliament  gives 
really  more  in  the  case  of  Ireland  than 
in  that  of  England ;  but  the  real  point 
in  this  question,  to  my  mind,  is  this, 
the  position  of    the  National   School- 
masters as  a  means  to  an  end,  as  a 
means  of  bringing  up  the  youth  of  Ire- 
land in  a  proper  way,  with  right  ideas, 
and  with  a  due  education.     Now,  Sir,  I 
speak — putting  aside  the  statistics — 
from  personal    knowledge.     The  view 
that  I  form  is  this — that  the  wisest  thing 
any  Government  could  possibly  do  is  to 
look  at  this  matter  from  the  point  of 
view  that  the  National    Schoolmasters 
constitute  this  means  to  an  end.   I  think 
the  Government  should  regard  it  in  the 
light  that  in  order  to  discharge  our  duty 
to  the  Irish  people,  it  is  a  matter  worthy 
of  their  most  serious  attention  to  deal 
with  their  position  in  such  a  way  as  to 
elevate   and    improve  the  masses.      I 
think  myself.   Sir,   that,  under  all  the 
circumstances,  putting  aside  the  ques- 
tion whether  we  pay  more  or  less  to 
Irish  schoolmasters  than  to  English,  I 
cannot  help  feeling  that  if  I  were  an 
Irish  schoolmaster  I  should  be  a  discon- 
tented man.     I  do  not  think  that  it  is  a 
good  thing  for  the  State  to  have  the 
schoolmasters,  as  a  body,  discontented 
men.    The  question  must  be  looked  at, 
not  as  one  to  be  determined  by  statistics, 
but  as  one  for  statesmanlike  inquiry  and 
for  grappling  with  the  facts.     I  am  sure 
that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  when 
he  has  a  little  more  time  to  give  to  con- 
siderations of  the  future,  will  find  that 
there  is  a  great  deal  in  the  way  of  im- 
proving the  population  which  can  and 
ought  to  be  done.     I  quite  agree  that 
though  the  State  does  g^ve  money  for 


residences,  still  I  know  many  districts 
where  the  money  is  valueless,  because 
there  is  no  possibility  of  obtaining  sites. 
The  real  difficulty  is  not  so  much  a  land- 
lords' difficulty.    The  fact  is  that  land- 
lords let  their  lands  to  tenants,  and,  as 
a  general  rule,  I  believe,  that  by  giving 
up  part  of  their  land— or,  rather,  taking 
it  from  tenants  for  the  purpose  of  offer- 
ing a  school  site — brings  about  conse- 
?uenoes  which  it  is  desirable  to  avoid, 
think,  therefore,  that  when  this  ques- 
tion is  fairly  approached,  it  will  be  seen 
that  there  is  room  for  improvement  in 
the  law  by  which  the  landlord  shall  be 
relieiMd  from  his  difficulties,  and  may 
be  able  to  give  sites  for  school  residences 
where  they  are  wanted.    And  there  is 
another  thing  to  be  considered,  even  if 
there  were  no  objection  on  the  part  of 
the  landlords,  and  that  is  one  of  the  ' 
difficulties  before  us  in  facilitating  edu- 
cation.    It  largely  proceeds  from  the 
fact  that  it  is  found  that  the  nature  of 
the  education  given  does  not  tend  to 
advance  the  agricultural  interests  of  the 
country.     It  is  found  that  the  present 
system  of  education  turns  out  a  large 
number  of   inferior    clerks,    who    are 
utterly  unfit  to  obtain  their  living  by 
agriculture.    I  would  ask  the  attention 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  this  point — the  character  of 
the  education  given.    There  is  a  point 
which  is  hardly  ever  alluded  to  on  these 
Benches,  or  by  the  National  Leaders  in 
Ireland,   and  it  is  with  regard  to  the 
National  Schoolmasters.  I  touched  upon 
it  last  year,  and  I  promised  the  House 
that  I  will  touch  upon  it  on  every  pos- 
sible occasion,  in  the  hope  of  getting  the 
evil  of  which  I  complain  remedied.     It 
has  been  pointed  out  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  that  the 
schoolmaster  in  this  country  is  a  local 
servant,  but  that  in  Ireland  he  is  a  State 
servant.     The   State  pays    the  school- 
master, but  they  are  the  only  servants  of 
the  State  in  the  whole  length  and  breadth 
of  the  Empire  whose  tenure  of  office  de- 
pends upon  the    will    of  private  indi- 
viduals.    Though  nominally  the  servant 
of  the  State — the  manager — that  is,  a 
landlord's  agent — the  parsons  and  the 
priests  may  discharge  the  schoolmaster 
at  three  months'  notice  on  the  merest 
caprice;  and  these  State-paid  servants  may 
not  only  lose  their  position  under  the  State 
and  their  present  means  of  living,  but 
also  the  prospective  advantages  of  pen- 
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aioas  which  the  State  offers.  Well,  now, 
to  rectify  this  state  of  things  would  not 
rei]^uire  any  addition  to  the  Estimates. 
It  is  a  grievance  capable  of  being 
remedied — a  grievance  which  is  work- 
ing a  great  deal  more  ill  in  Ireland  than 
those  who  have  not  a  clear  knowledge 
ot'  is  suppose.  I  do  entreat  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman,  when  he  gets  time  at 
his  disposal,  which  I  hope  he  soon  may 
— because  I  trust  that  we  shall  soon  see 
the  peace  and  settlement  of  Ireland — 
that  ho  will  look  into  this  question  of 
the  grievances  of  the  schoolmasters,  and 
1  trust  that,  above  all,  remembering 
that  thev  are  State  servants,  he  will 
secure  them  from  capricious  dismissal 
bv  private  individuals. 

'  Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUE :  The  hon.  and 
gillant    Gentleman    speaks  upon    this 
s'jbjec't  with  great  knowledge ;  but  his 
speech  indicates  what  I  am  sure  he  him- 
self is  alive  to— namely,  the  great  diflB.- 
culty  that  is  inherent  in  the  question,  do 
what  the  Government  mav,  and  do  what 
Parliament  may.     He  has  stated  very 
fairly  that  the  Irish  school  teachers  are, 
to  a  certain  extent,  a  discontented  body, 
owing  to  the  smallness  of  their  salaries  ; 
and  1  think  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member 
will  feel  just  as  much  as  I  feel  that  for  the 
State  on  that  account  to  step  in  and  add 
to  their  salaries  without  asking  them  to 
do  anything  for  the  increase  made,  may 
be,  to  a  certain  extent,  good   for   the 
teachers,  but  it  certainly  would  not  be 
^ood  for  the  oause  of  education,  which  I 
think  dooH  require  effort  on  the  part  of 
localities  corresponding  with  the  effort  of 
tho  Sluto,  for  its  healthy  development. 
T}io  Hocotid  point  my  hon.  and  gallant 
J^Vif!tid  Ft  I  nrtnd   was  this — he  said  that 
whilo     i\w    Mtato     pays    the    teacher, 
Honiobody  nlHo  appoints  him,  and  some- 
body oIho  (liHfiiiHHCH  liiin.     My  hon.  and 
gallant  Krioiid  huM  not  exaggerated  the 
I)Oculiarity  of  tho  Irish  educational  sys- 
tem,    lie    has    exactly    described    the 
system,  which  is  a  most  extraordinary 
one  ;  but  ho  knows,  as  well  as  I  do,  that 
to  attempt  to  take  out  of  the  control  of 
tlio  prioBts  of  the  country — for  that  is 
what    it    comes    to    practically  —  the 
managomout  of   the   education  of  the 
country,   would  be  to  throw  the  whole 
Catliolic  hierarchy  into  direct  and  violent 
antagonism  to  the  whole  system.     I  do 
not  hositato  to  say  that  I  have  always 
b(3on  anxious,    in   those   parts    of  Ire- 
land whore  the  Roman  Oatiiolio  religion 
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predominatds,  to  act,  as  far  as  I  can,  in 
the  direction  of  favoming  an  edacational 
system  in  accordance  with  the  prevailing 
feeling  and  sentiment  of  the  locality,  and 
any  alteration,  such  as  that  my  hon.  and 
gallant  Friend  proposes,  which  would 
bring  into  antagonism  with  the  system  of 
education  the  whole  Catholic  hierarchy, 
would  alone  be  enough  to  blast  the  most 
perfect  system  which  could  exist  on 
paper.  I  only  make  these  few  remarks 
in  order  to  show  my  hon.  and  gallant 
Friend  that  I  am  alive  to  the  evils  Le 
points  out,  and  that  I  recognize  with 
him  that  there  are  evils,  and  that  I  am 
also  alive  to  the  difficulties  which  beset 
not  only  this  Government,  but  I  am 
afraid  any  Government  for  a  long  time 
which  attempts  to  deal  in  a  comprehen- 
sive and  liberal  spirit  with  the  Irish 
educational  system. 

Mr.  TUITE  (Westmeath,  N.):  The 
speech  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Chief  Secretary,  in  reply  to  the  hon. 
Member  for  North  Leitrim  (Mr.  Conway), 
will  be  received  with  great  disappoint- 
ment by  the  school  teachers  of  Ireland, 
as,  during  the  early  part  of  the  Session,  the 
late  Attorney  General  for  Ireland  (Mr. 
Holmes),  in  reply  to  a  Question  of  mine, 
held  out  every  hope  that  the  case  of  the 
teachers  would  receive  attention.  Early 
in  the  Session  I  called  attention  to  the 

gosition  of  the  teachers,  and  the  right 
on.  and  learned  Gentleman,  in  reply, 
stated  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  late  Chief  Secretary  (Sir  AQchael 
Kicks-Beach)  was  engaged  at  the  time 
he  was  stricken  down  with  illness— an 
illness  which  we  all  very  much  regret^ 
in  dealing  with  this  question.  He 
said — 

'*  I  can  assore  hon.  Members  that  my  right 
hon.  Friend  has  been  working  lusiduotudy  for 
some  timo  on  several  matters  in  fulfilment  of 
his  promise  to  attend  to  this  subject." 

And  he  went  on  to  say — and  this  is  the 
point  to  which  I  would  more  particularly 
direct  attention — 

'^  He  has  luft  the  result  of  his  work  for  his 
successor,  and  I  am  certain  there  will  bo  no 
default  in  this  matter  on  the  part  of  my  right 
hon.  Friend  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour.)"-* (3  SaNSarJ^ 
[311]  1443.) 

I  want  to  know  how  far  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  the  Member  for  West  Bristol 
had  proceeded  with  the  scheme  which 
ho  intended  for  the  benefit  of  the  Na- 
tional teachers?  From  the  speech  of 
tho  thon  Attorney  General  for  Ireland| 


12^9 


Supply  "Civil        {Septembers,  1837}       Service  EsttmaUi.  1250 


the  right  hon.  Baronet  was  evidently 
at  work  upon  it,  and  in  view  of  that  I 
must  say  that  the  speech  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary 
to-night  will  be  received  with  great  dis- 
appointment by  those  persons  who  have 
been  so  long  promised  relief.  In  1879 
a  Resolution  was  passed  declaring  that 
the  salaries  of  the  teachers  in  Ireland 
was  altogether  inadequate,  and  that  the 
teachers  required  relief.  That  relief 
has  never  come,  though,  from  that  time 
to  this,  successive  Governments  have 
promised  relief,  particularly  the  Tory 
Government,  and  particularly  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for  West 
Bristol.  I  very  much  regret  that  right 
hon.  Gentleman's  absence  from  this 
House,  because  I  believe  that  if  he  had 
been  in  OfHce  since  last  March  the  case 
of  the  National  teachers  would  not  have 
remained  undealt  with. 

Mr.  CLANCY  (Dublin  Co.,  N.) : 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief 
Secretary,  in  the  course  of  his  speech, 
led  the  Committee  to  believe  that  the 
money  to  be  voted  towards  the  increase 
of  the  salaries  of  the  National  teachers 
in  recent  years  was  all  derived  from 
Imperial  funds.  I  think,  if  I  may  be 
permitted  to  say  so,  and  if  the  phrase  is 
not  un-Parliamentary,  that  that  is  alto- 
gether disingenuous.  The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman must  know  that  all  the  recent 
increases  in  salaries,  whether  to  National 
teachers  or  anyone  else  in  Ireland,  have 
come  out  of  the  Irish  Church  Surplus 
Fund — a  purely  Irish  fund.  This  has 
been  the  case  with  regard  to  all  the 
grants  from  this  Parliament  made  for 
the  promotion  of  intermediate  or  higher 
education,  or  for  the  relief  of  distress  or 
for  advances  to  the  landlords.  I  deny 
that  the  Government  are  entitled  to  take 
credit  for  having  been  generous  to  the 
Irish  people  in  the  matter  of  any  of 
these  grants  during  the  past  15  years. 
All  these  grants,  I  repeat,  have  been 
taken  out  of  the  Irish  Church  Fund,  which 
has  been  a  sort  of  milch  cow  for  Minis- 
ters, on  whichever  side  of  the  House 
they  sat,  whether  on  that  side  or  on  this. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  says  that  the 
demand  made  to-night  for  increased 
salaries  to  the  Irish  National  School 
teachers  would,  if  granted,  be  hard 
upon  the  English  taxpayers.  Undoubt- 
edly, it  is  hard  upon  the  English  tax- 
payer ;  but  that  is  the  fault  of  your 
Byst^m  of  goyemment.     Eyery  branch 
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of  Irish  Administration,  under  the 
present  system,  is  supported  in  an  ex- 
travagant manner,  because  you  are  up- 
holding a  system  of  government  in  Ire- 
land which  is  incapable  of  reasonable 
maintenance.  You  are  supporting  a 
system  of  government  which  is  entirely 
corrupt  and  corrupting,  and  the  conse- 
quence is  that  you  are  obliged  to  spend  an 
amount  of  money  which  no  purely  Irish 
Administration  would  dream  of  spend- 
ing. When  England  objects  to  spend 
more  money  on  Irish  education,  our  an- 
swer is — '*  Will  you  give  up  the  control 
of  Irish  education,  if  we,  the  Irish  people, 
pay  the  money  ?  "  Will  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  consent  to  give  us  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  Commissioners  in  Dublin, 
and  to  hand  over  to  us  the  framing  of 
the  rules  and  the  management  of  our 
whole  system  of  education  ?  If  he  will 
do  that,  we  shall  be  perfectly  content 
to  pay  the  cost.  If  he  will  not  do 
that,  what  right  has  he  to  complain 
of  the  demands  made  by  us  ?  The 
ratepayers  in  Ireland  have  refused  to 
avail  themselves  of  the  power  to  become 
contributory  to  the  support  of  the  Na- 
tional teachers.  They  have  done  so 
deliberately,  and,  for  my  own  part,  I  think 
they  have  done  right,  because  they  were 
refused  all  share  in  the  management  of 
the  schools  ;  and  so  long  as  the  British 
Parliament  refuses  to  the  people  of  Ire- 
land the  control  of  their  own  education 
— a  thing  which  every  people  ought  to 
possess— I  hope  the  people  of  Ireland 
will  persit  in  this  attitude.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  founded  an  argu- 
ment for  not  giving  an  increase  of 
salary  to  the  teachers  in  Ireland  on 
the  fact  that  very  few  of  them,  or  a 
comparatively  small  proportion  of  them, 
are  trained.  Now,  this  is  really 
too  bad  altogether.  After  having  for 
years  resisted  the  demands  of  the  Ee- 
presentatives  of  the  Irish  people,  in  and 
out  of  this  House,  for  denominational 
training  schools  —  the  only  training 
schools  which  the  Irish  people  would  be 
content  to  accept— and  having  by  that 
refusal  denied  an  opportunity  for  the 
training  of  teachers  in  Ireland,  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  now  comes  for 
ward  and  bases  [upon  the  result  an 
argument  against  us.  I  must  say  I 
never  heard  in  the  form  of  argument 
anything  so  preposterous  or  anything 
more  audacious,  if  I  may  be  allowed  to 
say  so.    In  the  first  place,  he  denies  us 
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desire  to  do  something  for  them.     The 
right  hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for  the 
Bridge  ton    Division    of   Glasgow    (Sir 
George  Trevelyan),  when  Chief  Secre- 
tary, also  spoke  sympathetically  of  this 
class,  and,  on  the  question  of  sites  for 
school  residences,  promised  to  do  some- 
thing.      Well,    there    is    no    question 
as  to  the  obtaining  of  these  sites  now 
before  the  Committee ;   but   the   right 
hon.    Gentleman     has     admitted    that 
the    case     of    the    teachers     deserves 
investigation,  though   he    has    treated 
them  with  extreme  coldness,  and  held 
out  no  hope  of  ameliorating  their  con- 
dition.    He  has  given  us  a  number  of 
arguments  which,  when  examined,  be- 
come of  extremely   small  value.     The 
hon.  Member  for  North    Dublin  (Mr. 
Clancy)  has  pointed  out  that  the  com- 
plaint of     the    right   hon.    Gentleman 
that    the  schoolmasters  have    not   got 
training  is  entirely  unfounded.     What 
did  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  say  to  the 
hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  the  Mem- 
ber for  the  Bow  Division  of  the  Tower 
Hamlets  (Captain  Colomb)  ?     Why,  he 
said  as  to  doing  away  with  the  power 
of  the  school  managers  to  dismiss  the 
teachers,  that  to  take  this  power  away 
would    be    to   set    the   whole  Catholic 
hierarchy  of  Ireland    against  the  sys- 
tem of  education.     I  agree  with  him  in 
that ;  but  ho  does  not  say  the  same  with 
regard  to  the  Training  Colleges — that  is 
to  say,  he  does  not  attach  the  same  im- 
portance to  the  opinion  of  the  Catholic 
hierarchy  on  that  subject.     He  knows 
very  well  that  they  set  their  face  against 
these  undenominational  Training  Col- 
leges, and  that  in  consequence  of  that  the 
Colleges  have  been  modified  within  the 
last  few  years.     Up  to  the  last  few  years 
teachers  could  not  go  to  the  Training 
Colleges    without    fighting  with    their 
ministers  and  the  whole  hierarchy  of 
Ireland.      I  think  the  hierarchy  were 
right,  because  they  would  never  have 
been    able    to   protect    denominational 
education  if  they  had  not  set  their  faces 
against  these  training  schools.     What- 
ever happened  was  not  the  fault  of  the 
teachers ;  but  the  responsibility,  such  as 
it  was,  rested  with    the    Government, 
who  would  not  allow  the  model  schools 
to  have  denominational  teaching.     The 
statistics    are    drawn    up    in    different 
forms.      I  think  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Chief  Secretary  will  admit  that 
in  England  the  average  amount  paid  to 


school  teachers,  including  nssistantp,  is 
£120  a-year,  and  that  in  many  cases  there 
are  residences  provided.    But  in  Ireland 
the  school  teacher  gets  on  the  average, 
if  we    throw  in   the    assistants,  about 
£65  a-year.     That  is  an  enormous  dis- 
crepancy, because  there  is  no  difference 
in  the  cost  of  living.   Perhaps  eggs  and 
butter  are  a  little  cheaper  in  Ireland  than 
in  England,  but  everything  else  is  quite 
as  dear;  clothes,  and  perhaps  tea,  are 
a  little  dearer  in  Ireland.     The  statis- 
tics on  which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Chief  Secretary  chiefly  dwelt  were 
somewhat  fallacious.      He  pointed  out 
that  the  first-class    teachers   got  £101 
a-year.     I  am  not  sure  he  included  the 
whole  of  the  first  class,  because  there 
are  two  divisions ;  but   if  even  he  in- 
cluded the  whole  class  they  form  only 
13  per  cent  of  the  whole  of  the  teachers 
of  Ireland,   and  out    of    this    number 
there  are  many  female  teachers.    There 
are  only  7  or  8  per  cent  male  teachers 
who  belong   to  the  first    class.       The 
average  salary    of   a  male    teacher  in 
England    is    £120  a-year;    there     are 
many  who  only  get  £40,  £50,  £C0,  or 
£70 — in  fact,  the  great  bulk  get  under 
£60.      Hon.  Gentlemen  must  see  that 
it  is  the  worst  possible  policy  that  they 
can    adopt     to    have    10,000    teachers 
throughout  Ireland  who  are  thoroughly 
discontented.     These  teachers  are  en- 
trusted with  the  education  of  the  future 
generation,  and    yet  you   do  not  pay 
them  sufficient  to  keep  them  contented. 
They  would  be  content,  I  think,  if  their 
remuneration  were  a  little  lower  than 
that  of  the  teachers  of  England.     The 
present  discrepancy  is  much  too  great,  and 
when  they  see  this  enormous  discrepancy 
in  their  position   they  are,   of    course, 
naturally  discontented,  and  I,  person- 
ally, wonder  they  are  not  more  so.     The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary  rather  denied  that  the  Estimate 
for  England  has  increased  much  faster 
than  that  for  Ireland.     As  a  matter  of 
fact,  the  English    Education  Estimate 
has  increased  very  rapidly  indeed.     In 
1874  the    sum   voted  for  education  in 
England  was  £1,500,000,  and  now  it  is 
upwards  of  £3,000,000 ;  although  there 
has  been  an  increase  in  the  grant  to 
Ireland,    there    has  been  no  such   in- 
crease as  that.     You  have  been  rapidly 
increasing  the  Estimate  for  England,  but 
you  have   made    no  corresponding  in- 
crease to  that  for  Ireland.      I  do  not 
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wish  to  go  at  length  into  the  question 
of  administration,  though  the  cost  of 
your  administration  is  much  more  ex- 
pensive in  Ireland  than  it  is  in  England 
in  proportion  to  the  population.  Our 
case  is  that  we  want  a  considerable 
share  of  the  money  we  subscribe  to  the 
Imperial  Eevenue  for  education ;  instead 
of  which  you  say — **0h,  no;  the  first 
mortgage  must  be  for  the  Army  and  the 
Constabulary."  The  money  spent  on 
the  Military  Forces  in  Ireland  is  about 
£4,200,000 ;  there  is  no  country  in 
Europe  —  no  military  country — which 
pays  the  same  percentage  for  an  armed 
force  as  Ireland.  I  say,  spend  a  little 
less  on  the  armed  force  and  a  little 
more  on  education;  £100,000  to  the 
National  School  teachers  would  be  an 
enormous  boon,  and  would  go  far  in- 
deed to  lessen  the  necessity  for  a  gigan- 
tic armed  force  in  the  country — gigantic 
in  proportion  to  the  Revenue  of  the 
country.  What  we  say  is,  redistribute 
the  Eevenue,  and  let  the  first  object  of 
your  redistribution  be  an  increase  of  the 
Irish  teachers'  salaries,  so  that  they 
may  live  decently.  I  think  there  is  one 
reason  why  Ireland,  if  she  were  allowed 
to  manage  these  things  for  herself, 
would  expect  to  pay  more  to  the 
teachers  per  head  of  the  population,  and 
it  is  this — England  is  only  twice  as  big 
in  area  as  Ireland,  but  it  has  got 
five  times  its  population ;  secondly,  the 
population  of  England  is  more  concen- 
trated, and  it  is  easier  to  collect  the 
children  in  the  schools.  I  think  that  if 
you  wish  to  give  equal  education  in  the 
two  countries,  you  cannot  do  it  as 
cheaply  in  Ireland,  where  the  popula- 
tion is  scattered,  as  you  can  in  England, 
where  the  population  is  concentrated, 
and  where  there  are  greater  fcu^ilities 
for  the  teaching  of  children.  Now, 
upon  the  question  of  sites  for  residences, 
I  must  say  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Chief  Secretary  has  not  inquired 
into  that  subject  sufficiently.  A  great 
many  landlords  will  not  give  sites  for 
teachers'  residences,  or  they  will  raise 
such  difficulties  as  are  tantamount  to  a 
refusal.  They  will  not  sell  the  land — 
that  is  out  of  the  question,  and  I  do  not 
altogether  blame  them  for  that;  but 
some  of  them  will  refuse  to  lease  land — 
at  any  rate,  land  in  a  proper  situation. 
I  know  that  in  my  own  neighbourhood 
certainly  one  or  two  landlords  either 
refuse  to  lease  land  for  such  purposes, 
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or,  while  not  actually  refusing,  they 
throw  almost  insuperable  difficulties  in 
the  way.  I  will  not  bring  the  charge 
against  Irish  landlords  that  as  a  gene- 
ral rule  they  refuse  sites — they  do  not; 
but  still  the  question  is  humiliating. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief 
Secretary  ought  to  look  to  this  point 
and  see  that  more  residences  are  built. 
There  are  now  71  per  cent  of  the  teachers 
in  Ireland  without  residences,  while  the 
proportion  in  England  without  resi- 
dences is  very  much  smaller  indeed.  I 
have  not  seen  the  figures  this  jear,  but 
I  have  seen  the  figures  for  several  years 
in  which  the  number  of  free  residences 
in  England  was  enormously  greater 
than  that  in  Ireland.  There  is  only 
one  other  point  I  have  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Chief  Secretary  to.  The  hon.  and  gal- 
lant Member  for  the  Bow  Division  of 
the  Tower  Hamlets  (Captain  Colomb) 
suggested  to  the  right  hon.  Gentlemaa 
the  Chief  Secretary  that  he  should  take 
over  the  teachers  as  State  servants,  and 
take  out  of  the  hands  of  managers  the 
power  of  dismissing  teachers ;  but  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary saw  what  a  political  flood  he  would 
bring  upon  himself  if  he  attempted  to 
grapple  with  such  a  question.  The 
whole  educational  history  of  Ireland  for 
the  last  40  years  has  been  a  constant 
struggle  between  proselytizing  on  the 
one  hand  and  the  denominational  sys- 
tem on  the  other.  At  the  present  time 
the  system  is  partly  denominational, 
protected  by  a  Conscience  Clause.  If 
you  once  interfere  with  the  power  of 
managers  you  open  the  whole  question, 
and  must  settle  at  once  whemer  you 
are  to  have  Protestant  schools  for  Ca- 
tholics, or  whether  you  are  to  have 
mixed  schools,  or  schools  without  any 
religion  at  all,  which  the  people  will 
never  stand  in  Ireland.  At  present 
there  is  a  fairly  satisfactory  working 
compromise  arrived  at  in  that  respect. 
I  do  not  think  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Gentleman  is  very  correct  when  he  says 
that  the  school  teachers  are  practically 
discharged  by  priests.  Now^  as  to  the 
question  of  the  taking  over  of  local 
schools  by  Poor  Law  Unions,  I  must 
say,  being  personally  acquainted  as  I 
am  with  the  working  of  the  Poor  Law 
system  in  Ireland  at  present,  that  the 
Unions  do  not  particularly  want  to  take 
over  the  schools.     There  is   no  other 
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properly  coostituted  Body  in  Ireland 
except  the  Poor  Law  Boards  ;  but  I  do 
not  consider  they  are  very  well  suited 
for  managing  schools.  It  is  perfectly 
clear  that  if  the  Poor  Law  Guardians  do 
not  want  to  take  over  the  schools,  they 
are  not  very  likely  to  grant  the  teachers 
any  increase  of  salary.  In  the  whole  of 
Connaught  there  is  not  one  contributory 
Union.  You  have  already  put  enor- 
mous burdens  on  the  Unions  for  the 
registration  of  voters  and  half-a-dozen 
other  things,  and  to  ask  them  to  assume 
a  new  burden  in  addition  would  be  very 
unfair,  and  would  be,  in  my  opinion, 
the  height  of  folly.  I  do  not  see  myself 
that  the  teachers  are  very  likely  at  pre- 
sent to  get  any  great  increase  of  salary 
unless  it  comes  through  the  Govern- 
ment, and  I  think  we  have  a  strong 
claim  on  the  Government  simply  because 
we  pay  such  a  large  revenue  to  the  Im- 
perial Exchequer,  and  that  very  little  is 
spent  in  Ireland  that  is  of  any  good  to 
the  country.  Either  the  State  will  have 
to  pay  more  towards  the  salaries  of  the 
National  School  teachers  of  Ireland,  or 
they  must  be  left  in  their  present 
wretched  and  discontented  position.  I 
think  that  if  you  want  to  make  the 
country  contented  the  very  first  thing 
you  should  do  is  to  put  the  teachers  of 
the  young  in  a  decent  position.  You 
have  always  been  told  this  by  your  own 
Irish  supporters,  and  I  think  it  is  one 
of  the  most  beneficial  uses  to  which  you 
could  put  the  Irish  Bevenue. 

Mr.  CLANOY:  Will  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  take  up 
the  question  I  put  to  him  some  time 
ago,  and  to  which  he  has  paid  no  atten- 
tion— namely,  the  question  of  the  Train- 
ing Colleges  ? 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  With  regard 
to  the  speech  of  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  North  Gal- 
way  (Colonel  Nolan),  I  have  to  say  that 
his  observations  about  sites  I  am  per- 
fectly ready  to  meet.  But  I  hope  that 
he,  on  his  part,  will  feel  that  a  great  por- 
tion of  the  difficulties  which  actually 
exist  in  Ireland  with  reference  to  the 
provision  of  sites  for  residences  of  school 
teachers  rests  with  the  slackness  of  the 
school  managers.  If  he,  on  his  part, 
will  recognize  that  difficulty  I  will  see 
what  I  can  do. 

Colonel  NOLAN :  No,  no  ! 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  am  afraid 
that  is  so.    The  terms  given  by  the 


Treasury  are  undoubtedly  very  good, 
and  it  is  impossible  to  admit  that  the 
non-provision  arises  from  the  fact  that 
the  landlords  will  not  give  land  for  sites. 

Colonel  NOLAN  :  Very  largely. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  If  landlords 
there  bo  who  are  unwilling  to  give  sites, 
and  the  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  will 
do  all  he  can  to  stir  up  the  school 
managers  to  take  advantage  of  the 
enormous  pecuniary  privileges  granted 
by  Parliament,  we  will  do  all  we  can 
to  obtain  sites  for  residences.  I  do 
not  think  the  hon.  and  gallant  Gentle- 
man will  himself  deny  that  the  terms 
offered  by  the  Treasury  are  generous. 

Colonel  NOLAN :  They  are  not  very 
bad. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  Now,  I  have 
been  very  unfortunate  in  the  remarks  I 
have  made  to  the  Committee  if  I  have 
led  any  hon.  Gentleman  to  suppose  that 
I  regard  the  present  state  of  education 
in  Ireland  as  perfectly  satisfactory,  or 
that  it   is   at  the  present  moment   so 
stereotyped  a  system  and  so  perfect  in 
itself  that  I  am  not  prepared  to  do  any- 
thing I  can  to  improve  it.     That  is  not 
my  belief.     All  I  attempted  to  show  in 
my  previous    speech    was  that  at   all 
events  if  there  be  grievances  as  regards 
the  payment  of  salaries  a  still  greater 
difficulty  exists  in  England  with  regard 
to  the  ^payment  by  the  Exchequer  of 
contributions  to  the  salaries  of  English 
teachers.    I  admit  that  the  system  of 
education  in  Ireland  is  not  one  which 
meets    with    universal    acceptance.     I 
think  that  fact  can  never  be  absent  from 
the  minds  of  the  Executive,  and  I  shall 
certainly  continue  to  give  my  best  atten- 
tion to  the  subject  and  do  what  I  can  to 
improve  the    system,    especially    with 
regard    to    the    subject     of    Training 
Colleges.   I  am  quite  aware  that  the  ex- 
isting system  of  Training  Colleges  does 
not  give  perfect  satisfaction,  because  it 
is  alleged — and   alleged    with    perfect 
truth — that  the  undenominational  Col« 
leges  have  special  advantages  oyer  the 
denominational  Colleges.  It  is  true,  and 
I  admit  that  it  is  a  subject  which  de- 
serves   consideration.     But   it   is    also 
true  that  the  denominational  Colleges  in 
Ireland,   if  they  have  less   favourable 
terms  as  regards  contributions  from  the 
Exchequer  than  undenominational  Col- 
leges,  they  have  as  favourable  terms 
as  denominational  Training  Colleges  in 
England  and  Scotland.    The  denomina- 
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tional  Training  Colleges  in  Dublin  have 
75  per  cent  of  the  cost  paid  by  the 
Imperial  Exchequer,  and  that  is  all 
that  is  paid  towards  denominational 
Colleges  in  England.  Therefore,  as 
compared  with  the  Colleges  in  England 
the  Irish  denominational  Colleges  have 
nothing  to  complain  of.  I  perfectly 
admit  that  the  inequality  at  present 
existing  between  denominational  Train- 
ing Colleges  and  undenominational 
Training  Colleges  in  Dublin  is  a  ques- 
tion which  has  engaged  the  attention  of 
Diy  Predecessor  in  Office,  and  which 
shall  engage  my  attention ;  but  it  is  a 
part  of  the  larger  question  of  Irish 
education — a  very  large  question  if  you 
include  in  it  not  merely  primary  educa- 
tion, but  also  University  education.  The 
subject  is  one  which  shall  receive  my 
most  careful  attention.  I  have  no 
scheme  to  propose  to  the  House,  but  I 
promise  hon.  Members  that  I  will  not 
fail  during  the  Recess  to  consider  the 
question  in  all  its  bearings. 

Mr.  M'LAREN  (Cheshire,  Crewe) :  I 
wish  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Commit- 
tee to  tlie  Vote  for  Irish  Agricultural  and 
Dairy  Schools,  because  I  think  the  far- 
mers of  England  should  know  what  is 
boing  done  by  the  State  for  agricultural 
education  in  Ireland.  I  gave  notice  some 
time  ago  to  move  to  reduce  the  Vote  of 
£3,968  by  £200,  under  the  impression 
that  I  could  thereby  endeavour  to  secure 
that  the  £200,  if  deducted,  should  be 
given  to  the  Cheshire  Dairy  Institute  ; 
but  I  found  that  that  was  irregular,  and 
therefore  I  can  merely  say  that  I  feel 
strongly  that  if  grants  are  given  by 
Parliament  to  Irish  dairy  schools  they 
should  also  be  given  to  English  ones.  The 
policy  which  has  been  pursued  towards 
these  schools  in  Ireland  is  remarkable, 
and  a  great  deal  of  money  has  been 
spent  on  them,  more,  perhaps,  than  is 
justifiable,  and  1  doubt  whether  at  the 
present  time  the  country  get  full  value 
for  the  money,  and  whether  the  schools 
are  fully  appreciated.  The  most  impor- 
tant and  the  earliest  is  the  Glasnevin 
Training  School  and  Farm,  which  was 
started  in  1838,  and  which  is  described 
as  follows  by  Sir  Patrick  Keenan  in 
1883  in  a  letter  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant — 

"The  CUasnevin  Farm  was  not  designed 
merely  to  bring  up  a  race  of  skilled  stewards 
and  practical  farmers.  Its  original  and  primary 
purpose,  on  the  contrary,  w^as  simply  to  qualify 
the  ordinary  elementary  schoolmasters  to  in- 
struct their  pupils  in   the  theory  of  agricul-  | 
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tural  science ;  and,  where  practicable  in  school 
gardens  and  small  farms  attached  to  the  national 
schools,  to  illustrate  their  teaching  by  reference 
to  the  operations  on  gardens  and  farms.'* 

There  are  also  farmers  trained  at  it; 
but  the  main  object  is  thus  seen  to  be 
a  Training    College  to    give    ordinary 
school  teachers  some  knowledge  of  agri- 
culture.    About  1850  to  1856  there  was 
a  further  development  of  these  schools. 
Parliament  spent  no  less  than  £1 15,000 
In  starting  20  school  farms  and  erecting 
farm  buildings  and  residences ;  in  the 
years  1853-4  the  Vote  for  such  purposes 
being    £15,500.     This  policy    was  not 
continued,  and  nearly  all   these  farms, 
with  their  costly  buildings,  were  handed 
back  to  the   landlords   owing   to   the 
hostility    of   succeeding  Irish  Govern- 
ments.   One  branch  of  the    education 
still  remains,  however,    in  full  opera- 
tion, for  every  rural  National  School  is 
obliged  to  teach  the  fundamental  prin- 
ciples of  agricultural  science  to  the  chil- 
dren in  the  4th,  5th,  and  6th  Standards. 
I  find  that  last  year   74,000  children 
have  thus  been  taught  and  examined, 
and  of  these  45,700  have  passed.     Now, 
what  is  called  a  result  fee  is,  I  under- 
stand, given  for  each  child  who  passes ; 
and,  so  far  as  I  can  learn,  this  result  fee 
or  grant  is  about  48.  If  so,  then  a  grant 
of  about  £9,000  is  paid  for  agricultural 
teaching,   in    addition    to   the  sum  of 
nearly  £4,000  we  are  now  asked  to  vote. 
I  think  the  British  farmer  should  know 
of  this,  and  should  know  how  the  money 
is  spent,  especially  when  no  such  money 
is  voted  for  England.    There  is,  how- 
ever, another  class  of  school  of  which  I 
very  much  approve,  and  I  should  like  to 
see  them  copied  in  England.     A  certain 
number    of    ordinary    rural    National 
Schools  have  attached  to  them  small 
farms  or  gardens  in  which  the  children 
are  taught  how  to  work ;  and  "  result 
fees "  or  grants  are  paid  for  passes  in 
them  according,  first,  to  the  degree  of 
merit  which  the  cultivation  of  the  little 
farm  or  garden  evince ;  and,  second,  ac- 
cording to  the  practical  powers  of  the 
pupils  as  agents  in  the  working  of  the 
farms.     Now,  good  as  these  are,  I  fear 
they  are  not  thriving  in  Ireland,  because 
in  1881  there  wore  93  of  them,  and  this 
year  we  are  only  asked  to  vote  money 
for  70.     I  regret  this  diminution,  but 
this,  along  with  other  signs,  makes  me 
fear  either  that  the  money  is  not  pro- 
perly spent,  or  that  the  schools  are  not 
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appreciated.  There  are  four  heads  for 
this  Vote.  Suporiatendence  takes  £650, 
all  of  which  goes  to  one  man,  and  I 
think  it  is  too  much.  The  Qlasnevin 
Scliool  gets  £3,061,  merely,  or  at  any 
rate  chiefly,  as  a  Training  College,  and  I 
want  to  know  whether  the  Government 
really  think  that  money  well  spent.  The 
Albert  Model  Farm  is  the  most  satis- 
factory, for,  though  its  expenses  aro 
£2,840,  it  makes  an  income  of  £3,333. 
The  Munster  Dairy  School  and  the  70 
small  farm  schools  get£2,500 ;  but  there 
are  receipts  from  fees  in  the  various 
schools  of  £500,  and  the  Munster  School 
makes  £1,250.  Thus  the  total  grant 
required  is  £3,968.  When  I  come  to 
examine  the  Appropriation  Accounts, 
however,  I  find  that  none  of  these 
schools  have  had  as  many  pupils  as  were 
expected,  and  therefore  have  not  spent 
the  whole  of  the  grant.  Qlasnevin  has 
saved  £576,  owing  to  vacancies  in  several 
classes,  and  consequent  saving  in  pro- 
visions ;  for  the  same  reason  the  Munster 
School  has  saved  £209  and  the  other 
schools  £284,  whilst  at  the  Albert  Farms 
£168  less  was  received  in  fees  than  was 
estimated.  I  consider  these  facts  unsatis- 
factory, and  they  justify  me  in  asking 
whether  the  country  is  getting  value  for 
its  money.  I  am  strongly  in  favour  of 
grants  for  technical  schools  where  it  is 
proved  they  are  well  used,  and  I  urge 
the  Government  to  make  some  declara- 
tion that  they  will  treat  England  in  the 
same  way  as  Ireland  in  the  matter.  In 
the  meantime,  I  think  public  attention 
should  be  called  to  these  grants,  because 
I  am  sure  that  very  few  persons  in  Eng- 
land— and  even  very  few  hon.  Members 
of  this  House — know  that  they  exist, 
and  I  want  some  explanation  from  the 
Government  as  to  the  results  that  are 
obtained  in  Ireland. 

The  PARLIAMENTARY  UNDER 
SECRETARY  for  IRELAND  (Colonel 
King-Harman)  (Kent,  Isle  of  Thanot) : 
I  am  perfectly  satisfied  that  only  a  very 
few  words  of  explanation  will  be  neces- 
sary to  satisfy  the  English  people  with 
the  Vote  as  it  stands  upon  the  Paper.  I 
am  sure  that  the  English  public  wish  to 
grive  every  facility  to  Irish  industries, 
and  especially  to  the  agricultural  in- 
dustry. The  hon.  Gentleman  opposite 
the  Member  for  the  Crewe  Division  of 
Cheshire  (Mr.  M'Laren),  to  my  intense 
surprise,  has,  for  the  first  time  in  this 
House,  practically  made  a   Motion    to 


reduce  the  wretched  pittance  given  for 
the  improvement  of  Irish  agriculture.  I 
do  think  that,  for  once  in  my  life,  I  shall 
receive  the  support  of  the  Irish  Members 
below  the  Gangway  in  resisting  that 
proposal.  [^Cheers.']  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man has  given  us  figures,  but  figures 
aro  not  of  much  use  when  in  ignorance 
of  the  facts.  The  hon.  Gentleman  really 
knows  nothing  of  the  subject.  These 
schools  have  done  a  great  deal  of  good 
in  Ireland,  and  have  turned  out  a  very 
useful  class  of  men  with  a  fair  know- 
ledge of  agriculture,  and  very  great  ser- 
vice has  thus  been  done,  not  only  in 
Munster,  but  elsewhere.  I  can  speak  of 
people  who  have  been  trained  in  the 
Munster  schools  who,  from  theirthorough 
knowledge  and  tenderness  of  habit  in 
making  their  butter 

Dr.  TANNER:  Dairy-maids? 

Colonel  KING-HARMAN:  Yes; 
dairy-maids.  They  have  acquired  a 
thorough  knowledge  themselves,  and 
they  have  been  able  to  impart  it  to  the 
wives  and  daughters  of  the  small  farmers 
all  round.  I  do  not  think  I  shall  be 
asked  at  this  hour  of  the  night  to  go  into 
particulars  on  this  point.  It  would  take 
a  very  long  time  to  do  that,  but  I  am 
quite  sure  the  House  will  believe  me 
when  I  say  that  in  this  one  particular  I 
do  not  think  the  House  will  grudge  to 
help  the  Irish  farmers  to  the  knowledge 
and  use  of  those  things  which  alone  can 
bring  them  to  prosperity.  I  cannot  be- 
lieve that  any  English  Member,  and  I 
am  sure  the  hon.  Member  himself  (Mr. 
McLaren),  when  he  thinks  over  it,  will 
be  the  last  to  press  the  idea  that  a  very 
small  sum  paid  for  teaching  ought  to  be 
got  rid  of  because  he  may  not  find  the 
system  of  teaching  pursued  quite  what 
he  expected  to  find  it.  I  cannot  allow 
this  occasion  to  pass  without  expressing 
my  deep  regret  for  the  lamented  death 
of  Professor  Baldwin,  who  has  done  so 
much  good  iu  the  school  at  Glasuovin. 

Mb.  F.  S.  POWELL  (Wigan) :  I  wish 
to  say  only  one  word,  for,  as  an  English 
Member  and  a  friend  of  education,  de- 
siring to  see  the  advancement  and  pro- 
gress of  technical  education,  I  cannot 
avoid  expressing  my  extreme  regret  at 
the  language  which  has  been  used  by 
the  hon.  Member  for  the  Crewe  Division 
of  Cheshire  (Mr.  M'Laren).  He  seems  to 
have  an  objection  to  the  extent  of  this 
Vote,  and  he  says  the  English  people 
ought  to  know  the  manner  in  which  tho 
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of  a  lot  of  *'  shoneeos  "  in  the  South  of 
Ireland,  whom  the  people  have  no  confi- 
dence in.  They  send  us  out  invitations 
to  take  luncheon,  prepared  by  the 
pupils ;  they  send  out  these  invitations 
twice  a-year  to  go  and  inspect  their 
dairymaids.  [^Criea  of  "Oh,  oh!"] 
Quite  so.  It  is  to  go  and  inspect  the 
school ;  but  the  school  produces  nothing 
but  dairy-maids.  I  maintain  that,  and  I 
say  that  this  school  does  not  command 
the  confidence  of  the  people  in  the  South 
of  Ireland ;  and  if  you  want  to  make  it 
a  really  good  school  you  should  have 
people  placed  on  the  management  who 
are  known  to  the  people  and  to  the 
friends  of  the  people ;  and  you  should 
take  away  those  who  are  now  connected 
with  the  management  of  this  Munster 
Model  Farm,  for  I  can  assure  you  that 
none  of  them  are  at  all  popular  in  the 
South  of  Ireland.  If  you  want  to  make 
this  a  good  and  going  concern  in  the 
South  of  Ireland,  where  you  have  a 
large  district  to  deal  with,  let  it  com- 
mand the  confidence  of  the  people  ;  and 
to  do  that  you  must  put  proper  people 
on  the  management,  instead  of  having 
it,  as  it  is  necessarily  at  present,  under 
**8honeen"  people.  Put  people  who 
are  more  popular  upon  the  management, 
and  then  you  may  do  somethiuK  with  it. 

Mr.  CONWAY :  I  should  like  to  say 
a  few  words  on  the  main  Vote.  In  con- 
sequence of  the  reply  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ire- 
land, I  would  venture  to  propose  the  re- 
duction of  the  Vote  by  a  certain  sum,  but 
that  I  am  restrained  by  my  hon.  Friends. 
I  am  alone  in  this  House  in  withstanding 
the  attitude,  and  manner,  and  eloquence 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman.  I  regret 
that  my  fears  were  realized  in  the  answer 
he  gave  on  behalf  of  the  teachers.  Ho  at- 
tempted a  rhetorical  diversion,  and  put 
forward  a  certain  percentage  of  teachers 
who  received  £  1 0 1  a-year  on  the  average, 
and  bolstered  up  his  case  by  leaving  out 
in  the  cold  those  below.  He  held  out  no 
hopes  to  those  teachers  when  he  was 
shown  the  distinction  exhibited  in  the 
character  of  the  pay  of  the  English  and 
Scotch  masters— he  held  out  no  helping 
hand  to  these  men  ;  but  he  threw  ridi- 
cule upon  them.  With  regard  to  the 
sites,  he  ought  to  make  the  sites  for 
residence  compulsory.  I  do  not  think 
there  has  been  any  answer  to  this. 

Mk.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  distinctly 
said  that  I  would  consider  the  question. 

Dr.  lanner 


Mr.  CONWAY:  Well,  our  hopes  are 
not  realized,  and  I  am  afraid  that  they 
will  not  be  realized.  The  Irish  masters 
say  that  when  they  do  get  residences 
they  have  to  pay  these  instalments  for 
35  years.  They  begin  their  labours  at 
18  years  of  age,  and  have  to  work  up  to 
65,  and  at  65  they  leave  the  premises. 
The  payments  should  be  extended  over 
a  longer  period  than  35  years,  so  that 
one  individual  should  not  pay  the  cost 
of  the  whole  tenement.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  did  not  go  into  the  question 
of  the  pensions  which  the  services  of  the 
masters  ought  to  get,  so  that  I  should 
be  warranted  in  moving  the  reduction  of 
the  Vote,  because  these  masters  produce 
results  that  ought  to  be  paid  for.  He 
held  out  no  hope  to  the  masters  at  all. 
But  I  simply  enter  a  protest  on  this  occa- 
sion, though  next  year  I  shall  move 
certain  reductions  in  the  Vote. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  sexton  (Belfast,  W.) :  My  hon. 
Friends  are  not  unwilling  that  the  Go- 
vernment bhould  take  the  remaining 
Votes  in  this  Class,  on  condition  that 
the  postponed  Besolution  may  be  fur- 
ther postponed  till  to-morrow,  in  order 
that  wo  may  now  proceed  with  the  Allot- 
ments Bill. 

The  chief  SECRETARY  fob  IEE- 
LA.ND  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfoub)  (Manches- 
ter, E.) :  Does  the  hon.  Gentleman  mean 
that  we  should  take  all  but  the  Supple- 
mentaries  ? 

Mk.  SEXTON:  No;  all  the  Irish 
^^otes 

The  first  LORD  or  thk  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith)  (Strand, 
Westminster) :  All  the  Irish  Votes  should 
be  taken ;  but  the  consideration  of  the 
postponed  Resolution  shall  not  be  taken 
to-night 

Mr.  SEXTON :  I  referred  to  Class  IV. 

Me.  W.  H.  SMITH :  There  is  nothing 
else  of  any  importance.  We  must  get 
all  the  Irish  Votes  this  evening. 

Mr.  M.  J.  KENNY  (Tyrone,  Mid) : 
Does  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  mean 
the  Supplementary  Irish  Votes  ? 

Mr.  W.  H.  SMITH:  The  under- 
standing is  that  all  the  regular  Irish 
Estimates  will  be  taken  this  evening; 
but  that  consideration  of  the  Report  of 
Supply  is  to  be  postponed. 

(3.)  £1,115,  to  complete  the  sum  for 
the  Teachers'  Pension  OffloOi  Ireland. 
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(4.)  £420,  to  complete  the  sum  for 
the  Endowed  Schools  Commissioaers, 
Ireland. 

Mr.  BLA.NE  (Armagh,  S.):  Will  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary for  Ireland  say  when  the  Report  of 
the  Endowed  Schools  Commission  will  be 
received  ? 

The  chief  SECRETARY  for  IRE- 
LAND (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour)  (Manchester, 
E.) :  I  think  the  hon.  Gentleman  rather 
makes  a  mistake.  There  is  a  consider- 
able difference  between  the  temporary 
Endowed  Schools  Commission  and  the 
permanent  body  to  which  this  Vote  alone 
applies,  and  which  carries  on  the  work 
which  is  being  criticized  by  the  tem- 
porary Commission. 

Vote  agreed  to, 

(5.)  £1,201,  to  complete  the  sum  for 
the  National  Gallery  of  Ireland. 

(6.)  £8,028,  to  complete  the  sum  for 
the  Queen's  Colleges,  Ireland. 

Dr.  tanner  (Cork  Co.,  Mid) :  I 
want  to  say  only  two  words  in  connec- 
tion with  this  Vote.  There  are  two  or 
three  points  in  the  Report  of  these  Col- 
leges to  which  I  wish  to  direct  attention. 
The  first  is  about  electric  lamps.  We 
find  in  the  Report  that  the  Chairman  or 
Vice  Chancellor  of  the  University  calls 
attention  to  this  fact — that  the  deficiency 
really  calls  for  remark,  and  he  hopes 
that  it  will  be  remedied. 

The  chairman  :  Order,  order  ! 
That  subject  would  come  under  the 
Buildings  Vote,  Class  I.  This  is  a  Vote 
for  Salaries. 

Dr.  tanner  :  There  is  a  point  in 
connection  with  Queen's  College,  Cork 
—  about  technical  education  —  about 
which  we  have  beard  this  evening. 
There  is  a  small  technical  school  there. 
[^Laughter,']  Some  hon.  Gentlemen  op- 
posite laugh ;  but  I  understood  hon. 
Gentlemen  on  the  other  side  are  in 
favour  of  technical  education.  The  Pro- 
fessor at  the  College  at  Cork  has  lately 
taken  steps  in  this  direction,  and  he  has 
made  rather  a  successful  commencement; 
but,  unfortunately,  he  has  not  the  funds 
at  his  command  in  order  to  bring  the 
matter  to  a  thoroughly  successful  issue. 
Accordingly  he  hopes,  and  we  in  the 
City  of  Cork  hope — for  my  own  part, 
having  been  a  student  at  that  College,  I 
certainly  wish  to  enforce  on  the  right 
bon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  the 


great  good  that  it  has  done  latterly,  and 
the  fact  that  it  has  been  beautified  to  a 
degree  that  I  hardly  ever  thought  the 
site  would  have  allowed  of,  owing  alto- 
gether to  private  endowment — I  repeat 
we  sincerely  hope  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man will  see  his  way  to  advance  a  cer- 
tain sum  of  money  to  promote  technical 
education  in  connection  with  that  Col- 
lege. I  should  like  to  hear  what  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  has  to  say  upon 
this  matter  that  I  have  raised. 

The  chief  SECRETARY  for  IRE- 
LAND (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour)  (Manchester, 
E.) :  I  am  afraid  it  would  not  be  right 
that  public  funds  designed  for  these 
Colleges  should  be  devoted  to  technical 
education  purposes.  If  private  funds 
were  forthcomin'g  they  might  be  so  ap- 
plied ;  but  I  am  afraid  it  cannot  be  done 
under  a  Parliamentary  grant. 

Dr.  TANNER:  Is  there  no  fund 
which  can  be  applied  to  such  a  pur- 
pose? 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  am  afraid 
not. 

Dr.  tanner  :  Will  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  look  into  this  matter  ? 

Vote  agreed  to. 

(7.)  £959,  to  complete  the  sum  for 
the  Royal  Irish  Academy. 

Class  VT. — ^Non-Effkctive  and 
Charitable  Services. 

(8.)  £1,800,  to  complete  the  sum  for 
Pauper  Lunatics,  Ireland. 

(9.)  £6,658,  to  complete  the  sum  for 
Hospitals  and  Infirmaries,  Ireland. 

(10.)  £1,535,  to  complete  the  sum 
for  Miscellaneous  Charitable  and  other 
Allowances,  Ireland. 

Class  I. — Public  Works  and  Buildings. 

(11.)  £2,230,  for  Royal  University 
(Ireland)  Buildings. 

Dr.  TANNER  (Cork  Co.,  Mid):  Is 
this  the  Vote,  Mr.  Courtney,  on  which  I 
can  raise  the  point  as  to  which  you  just 
now  called  me  to  Order  ? 

The  chairman  :  This  is  the  Vote 
for  the  Royal  University  Buildings. 

Dr.  TANNER:  It  is  the  Royal 
University  I  was  talking  about. 

Thk  CHAIRMAN :  The  hon.  Gen- 
tleman was  talking  about  the  Queen's 
Colleges. 

Db.  TANNER :  These  Colleges  form 
part  of  the  Royal  University. 
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The  chairman  :  This  Vote  is  for 
the  buildings  of  tho  Royal  University. 

Dr.  tanner  :  Tho  Report  I  was 
reading  from  is  the  Report  ot  the  Royal 
University  of  Ireland. 

The  chairman  :  Thehon.  Member 
knows  well  that  this  Vote  is  for  the 
buildings  of  the  Central  Establishment 
in  Dublin,  and  not  for  the  Colleges 
throughout  Ireland. 

Vote  agned  to. 

Class  VII. — Miscellaneous. 
(12.)  £50,000,  for  Public  Works  and 
Industries  (Ireland)  (Special  Grant). 

Resolutions  to  bo  reported  To-morrow, 
Committee  to  sit  again  To-morrow, 

LABOURERS'   ALLOTMENTS   BILL.— 

[Bill  329.] 

{Mr.  liitchiCf  Mr,  Secretary  Stanhope,  Mr.   IF. 

H.  Long.) 
CONSIDERATION. 

Bill,  as  amended,  considered. 

Colonel  NOLAN  (Galway,  N.) :  On 
the  Question  tbat  this  Bill  be  now  con- 
sidered, can  I  now  speak  as  to  the  ap- 
plication of  this  Bill  to  Ireland? 

Mr.  speaker  :  No.  There  is  no 
Question  before  the  House. 

Colonel  NOLAN :  Is  there  not  the 
Question  before  the  House  that  this  Bill 
bo  now  considered  ? 

Mr.  speaker  :  No. 

Clause  (Election  of  allotment  mana- 
gers)— 

"(1.)  Where  allotments  have  been  provided 
under  this  Act  for  a  parish  in  any  rural  district, 
a  petition  to  the  sanitary  authority  may  ho  pre- 
sented by  a  numhor  of  the  electors  of  allotment 
managers  in  such  parish,  not  being  less  than 
one-sixth  of  the  whole  number  of  such  electors, 
praying  for  the  election  of  allotment  managers 
m  such  parish,  and  thereupon  tho  sanitary 
authority  shall  order  such  election,  and  the 
allotment  managers  so  elected  shall  be  the  allot- 
ment managers  of  the  allotments  in  such  parish, 
in  lieu  of  allotment  managers  appointed  by  tho 
sanitary  authority,  who,  on  an  election  under 
this  Act,  shall  cease  to  hold  office. 

*'  (2.)  The  first  election  shall  be  held  on  such 
day  as  may,  subject  to  the  regulations  hereafter 
mentioned,  be  fixed  by  the  said  authority. 

'*  (3.)  The  number  of  allotment  managers  in 
each  case  shall  be  such  (not  being  less  than 
three  nor  more  than  five)  as  the  sanitary  autho- 
rity may  fix,  and  the  quorum  shall  be  three,  or, 
if  the  number  of  managers  is  less  than  five,  be 
two. 

'^(4.)  The  allotment  managers  shall  retire 
triennially  on  such  day  as  may  be  prescribed  by 
the  regulations  hereinafter  mentioned,  and  the 
allotment  managers  first  elected  shall  retire  on 
the  day  for  retirement  which  occurs  next  after 
tho  expiration  of  three  years  after  the  day  fixed 
for  their  election. 


''  (5.)  Any  casual  Tacancy  among  the  allot- 
ment managers  which  occurs  by  death,  resig- 
nation, disqualification,  or  otherwise,  mav,  if 
there  remains  a  quorum  of  allotment  managers, 
be  filled  up  by  such  managers  ;  but  the  penoc 
elected  to  fill  the  vacancy  shall  hold  office  only 
for  the  same  time  as  the  vacating  manager 
would  have  done. 

**  (6.)  If,  at  any  time,  by  reason  of  a  failare 
of  election,  either  by  electors  or  allotment 
managers,  or  of  any  other  cause,  there  is  no 
allotment  manager,  or  no  quorum  of  allotment 
managers  in  any  parish,  the  sanitary  anthoritr 
shall  appoint  allotment  managers  under  this 
Act  in  that  parish,  and  shall  continue  to  appoint 
the  same  until  another  petition  for  the  c^(ectio& 
of  allotment  managers  u  presented  under  this 
section. 

"  (7.)  The  electors  of  allotment  managers 
shall  be  the  parliamentary  electors  in  tlie 
parish,  that  is  to  say,  the  persons  registered  in 
any  list  of  parliamentary  electors  for  the  parish 
as  entitled  to  vote  at  an  election  of  a  Member 
to  serve  in  Parliament,  and  an  elector  shall  not 
give  more  than  one  vote  for  any  candidate  nor 
vote  for  more  candidates  than  the  number  to  be 
elected. 

*MB.)  The  election  of  allotment  managers 
shall  be  held  at  such  time,  and  in  such  manner, 
and  in  accordance  with  such  regulations  as  the 
Local  Government  Board  may  from  time  to 
time  by  order  prescribe  ;  and  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  may  make  regulations  respecting 
the  duties  of  the  returning  officer,  and  the  ex- 
penses of  the  election,  and  may  do  and  make 
regulations  respecting  all  such  tilings  as  appear 
to  them  necessary  or  proper  for  carrying  into 
effect  this  section,  whether  preliminary  or  in- 
cidental to  such  election,  and  for  applying  to 
such  election  any  enactments  respecting  oiSenccs 
at  the  election  of  guardians,  and  may  revoke  or 
alter  any  previous  order  under  this  section: 
Provided  as  follows:— 

<*(a.)  Such  guardian,  churchwarden,  or 
overseer  of  the  parish,  or  other  person  as 
the  sanitary  authority  may  appomt,  shall 
bo  the  returning  officer  ; 
*^  (b.)  A  poll,  if  demanded,  shall  be  taken  by 
ballot,  and  the  said  regulations  shall 
provide  for  the  appUoation  to  such  poU 
of  <  llie  Ballot  Act,  1872,'  indoding  the 
provisions  for  punishing  offences ; 
(c.)  The  poll  shall  he  hela  on  one  day  only, 
and  shall  close  at  eight  o'clock  in  the 
evening,  and  shall  be  open  for  at  least 
the  period  from  five  to  eight  o'clock  in 
the  evening  ; 

(d. )  The  returning  officer  shall  not  vote 
except  in  the  case  of  an  equality  of  votes 
between  any  candidates,  in  which  case  he 
shall  have  a  casting  vote ; 
**  (e.)  Any  ballot  boxes,  instraments,  fittings, 
and  compartments  provided  by  any 
public  authority  for  parliamentary, 
municipal,  or  school  board  elections,  or 
belonging  to  any  public  authority  for  the 
purpose  of  elections,  shall  be  lent  to  the 
returning  officer  on  his  request  for  the 
purpose  of  an  election  of  allotment 
managers,  under  such  conditions  and 
cither  free  of  charge  or  for  such  reason- 
able charge  as  nui^  be  pesoribed  by 
regulations  under  this  section  ; 
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**  (f.)  The  retaming  officer  may  ase  free  of 
charge  for  the  purpose  of  an  election 
under  this  section  any  room  in  a  school 
receiving  a  g^nt  out  of  moneys  provided 
by  Parliament,  and  any  room  the  expense 
of  maintaining  which  is  payable  out  of 
any  rate  in  the  parish,  but  he  shall  make 
good  any  damage  done  to  the  room,  and 
defray  any  expense  incurred  by  the 
person  or  body  of  persons,  corporate  or 
unincorporated  having  control  over  the 
room,  on  account  of  its  being  so  used. 

**  (9.)  An  election  under  this  section  shall  not 
be  questioned  except  in  such  manner  as  may  be 
proscribed  by  regulations  under  this  section,  and 
the  regulations  may  apply  to  such  election  any 
enactments  respecting  the  questioning  of  an 
election  of  guardians. 

"(10.)  If  an  allotment  manager  is  punished 
with  imprisonment  for  any  crime,  or  is  adjudged 
a  bankrupt,  or  enters  into  a  composition  or 
arrangement  with  his  creditors,  or  ceases  to 
reside  in,  or  in  the  neighbourhood  of,  the 
parish,  or  absents  himself  for  twelve  months 
from  all  meetings  of  the  allotment  managers, 
except  for  temporary  illness  or  other  cause,  to 
be  approved  by  such  managers,  or  is  a  tenant  of 
any  allotment  under  the  management  of  the 
managers,  he  shall  cease  to  be  an  allotment 
manager,  and  his  office  shall  be  vacant,  and  a 
person  who,  if  elected,  would  by  virtue  of  this 
enactment  cease,  otherwise  than  by  reason  of 
absence  from  meetings,  to  be  a  manager,  shall 
not  be  qualified  to  be  elected  a  manager,  but, 
save  as  aforesaid,  any  retiring  manager  shall  be 
eligible  for  re-election,** — (Mr.  Ritchie t) 

— brought  upy  and  read  a  first  and  second 
time. 

Mr.  COBB  (Warwick,  S.E.,  Rugby) : 
I  have  put  down  the  foUowiog  Amend- 
ment to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  New 
Clause  :  —To  leave  out  Sub-section  ( 1 )  of 
the  Clause,  and  insert  the  words — 

<*  In  every  parish  in  any  rural  district  in 
which  this  Act  is  put  in  force  allotment  mana- 
gers shall  be  elected  at  a  meeting  of  the  vestry, 
which,  for  that  purpose,  shall  be  summoned  by 
the  overseers  for  half-past  seven  o'clock  in  the 
evening." 

Sir,  I  move  this  Amendment  because  I 
think  it  will  dispose,  in  a  shorter  way, 
of  many  other  Amendments  on  the 
Paper.  The  object  of  it  is  to  amend 
the  Ist  sub-section  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman's  clause.  I  am  sure  many 
of  us  on  this  side  of  the  House  are 
deeply  obliged  to  him  for  having  placed 
the  election  of  allotment  managers  on  a 
much  more  satisfactory  basis.  But  this 
1st  sub-section  provides  that,  in  order 
that  the  allotment  managers  may  be 
elected  in  a  parish,  a  petition  shall  be 
presented  by  a  certain  proportion  of  the 
electors  of  the  allotment  managers,  who 
are  afterwards  defined  to  be  the  Parlia- 
mentary electors  on  the  register,  praying 
for  an  election  of  allotment  managers 


for  that  parish.  The  Amendment  which 
I  have  to  propose,  and  which,  as  I  have 
already  said,  will,  I  think,  dispose  of  a 
number  of  other  Amendments  on  the 
Paper,  raises  three  points.  First  of  all, 
I  think  the  Bill  should  itself  esta- 
blish the  allotment  managers.  I  do  not 
like  this  system  of  a  certain  propor- 
tion of  the  electors  in  a  parish  having 
to  go  praying  for  this  and  for  that.  I  do 
not  like  the  system  of  petitioning.  I 
would  prefer  that  the  Bill  should  confer 
what  the  people  claim  to  be  entitled  to  as 
a  right.  The  three  objects  I  have  in  this 
Amendment  are,  first  of  all,  that  the 
Bill  should  establish  this  power  of  elect- 
ing managers ;  and  I  would  remind  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  President  of 
the  Local  Government  Board  that  the 
Bill,  as  originally  drawn,  did  so ;  for 
Clause  5,  Sub-section  3,  in  the  original 
Bill,  provided  that  the  Local  Authority 
*'  might  " — which,  I  think,  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  said  the  other  night 
would  be  interpreted  **  would  " — appoint 
allotment  managers.  That  required  no 
petition  from  the  electors ;  but  they 
would  be  appointed  by  the  Sanitary 
Authority.  It  is  now  proposed  that  the 
allotment  managers  should  be  elected  by 
popular  election.  That,  I  think,  is  very 
much  better ;  but,  in  order  to  have  popu- 
lar election,  it  is  necessary  to  have  some 
nomination,  and  I  cannot  see  anything 
in  any  of  the  sub-sections  of  this  New 
Clause  which  makes  any  such  provision. 
I  do  not  think  that  is  altogether  satis- 
factory. I  think,  if  we  are  to  have  a 
popularly-elected  body,  the  nomination 
ought  to  be  at  some  public  meeting  of 
the  electorate,  and  I  have  chosen,  in  my 
Amendment,  the  Vestry.  I  am  not, 
however,  very  particular  about  that.  I 
chose  the  Vestry  because  it  included  the 
ratepayers  of  the  parish.  In  discussing 
this  question  you  must  remember,  with 
regard  to  registers  and  other  matters, 
that  this  clause  applies  only  to  parishes 
in  rural  districts,  and  therefore  in  very 
few  cases  will  there  be  a  large  number  of 
electors.  Consequently,  the  question 
arises,  who  shall  be  the  electors  ?  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  President  of 
the  Local  Government  Board  proposes 
that  the  electors  should  be  the  Parlia- 
mentary electors  on  the  Register.  That 
is  to  some  extent — I  do  not  mean 
entirely — ^inconsistent  with  the  amended 
Bill,  as  we  have  passed  it,  because  in 
Clause  2  of  the  amended  Bill  it  speaks 
not  only  of  the  electors,  but  also  of  the 
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ratepayers,  and  I  think  it  is  very  impor- 
tant that  the  ratepayers  should  have  an 
opportunity  of  nominating  and  electing 
the  allotment  managers.  If  the  ratepayers 
are  not  to  have  a  voice  in  the  matter,  it 
follows  that  women  will  have  no  voice  in 
the  election ;  and  as  I  presume  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  intends  that  women 
shall  be  eligible  to  be  allotment  holders, 
he  would  not  wish  them  to  be  excluded  not 
only  from  electing  allotment  managers, 
but  from  being  elected  themselves,  if  those 
electing  should  think  it  well  to  do  so. 
The  dilliculty  as  to  the  register  would 
be  very  small.     I  am  aware  that  the 
register  of  the  ratepayers  is  made  out 
in  a  dififerent  way  from  the  Parliamen- 
tary register,  and  there  would  be  some 
difficulty  at  first  in  combining  the  two 
registers  ;  but  with  such  a  small  register 
as  it  would  bo  in  a  rural  parish,  surely 
that  would  be  very  trifling,  and  might 
very  well  be  met  without  causing  any 
very   great   inconvenience.    Now,    Sir, 
I   am  not  going  to  enlarge  upon  this 
point,  because  I  am  very  anxious  to  get 
the  Bill  passed ;  but  there  is  one  other 
point  in  my  Amendment  which  I  think 
a   very  important    one,   and  which  is 
thought  a  great  deal  of  in  agricultural 
districts;  and  that  is,  if   the    Govern- 
ment will  consent  to  have  a  meeting  of 
the  ratepayers  in  order  to  nominate  the 
allotment  managers — because  it  is  quite 
clear  that  if  only  a  sufficient  number 
are  nominated,  there  will  be  no  need 
for  any  election  at  all — it  is  very  neces- 
sary indeed  that  such  a  meeting  should 
be  held  at  such  an  hour  as  will  place  it 
in  the  power  of  all  the  ratepayers  to  at- 
tend.   I  am  sure  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man must  know  that  it  is  a  very  common 
custom — I  am  afraid  it  is  almost  a  uni- 
versal custom — for  Vestries  to  be  called 
when  it  is   almost  impossible    for  the 
working  classes  to  attend ;   and  I  am 
sure  there  is  not  a  Member  represent 
ing  an   agricultural    constituency  who 
cannot  confirm    this.      The  objects  of 
the  Amendment  which  I  propose  are, 
first,  to  provide  means  of  nominating 
the  allotment  managers— and  I  believe 
the  holding  of  a  public  meeting  would 
bo  the  most  suitable,  because,  if  only  a 
sufficient  number  are  nominated,  it  will 
save  an  election ;  secondly,  to  havo  the 
electors,    the    ratepayers,     as    well  as 
the  Parliamentary  electors ;  and,  thirdly, 
to  have    the    meeting    at    which    the 
nomination    and,   perhaps,  the  election 
takes  place    at    such     an    hour    that 

i/r.  Cobb 


all  the  ratepayers  conid  attend.  I 
have  put  it  at  half-past  7  o'clock 
in  the  evening,  which  I  think  is  as  con- 
venient an  hour  as  can  be  named  for  the 
meeting  to  be  held.  I  say  no  more,  but 
move  the  Amendment  standing  in  my 
name. 

Amendment  proposed, 

To  leave  oat  Sab-section  (1)  of  the  Claoap. 
and  insert  the  words — **  In  every  parish  in 
any  rural  district  in  which  this  Act.  is  pat  in 
force  allotment  managers  shall  be  elected  at 
a  meeting  of  the  vestry,  which  for  that  pur- 
pose shall  be  summoned  by  the  overseers  for 
half-past  seven  o'clock  in  the  evening/'— 
(J/r.  Cobb,) 

Question  proposed, 

*<  That  the  words  <  (1)  Where  allotments  haye 
been  provided  under  this  Act  for  a  parish  in 
any  rural  district  a  petition  to  the  sanitarr 
authority  may  be  presented  by  a  number  of  the 
electors  of  allotment  managers  in  such  pariah,* 
stand  part  of  the  Clause." 

Mb.  EITOHIE:    There  are   several 
points  to  which  the  hon.  Gentleman  has 
aluded,  and  I  will  take  them  one  by 
one.     He  first  of  all  objects  to  any  re- 
quisition or  petition  on  the  part  of  the 
inhabitants  as  to  the  election  of  allotment 
managers.    As    the    hon.     Gentleman 
knows,  we  originally  provided  that  the 
allotment  wardens    should    be    nomi- 
nated by  the  Sanitary  Authority;  but 
there  seemed  to  be  a  diciposition   on 
the    part  of   certain   hon.   (Gentlemen 
who    take    a    great   interest   in    thia 
matter  to  think  that  there  should  bo 
opportunity  given  to  elect  if  it  were 
desired   that    the  wardens   should  be 
elected.    As  we  ourselres  had  not  any 
strong  objection — or,  indeed,  any  at 
all — to  that  proposal,  we  inserted  words 
in  this  Amendment  of  mine,  proTiding 
that  where  it  was  desired  by  a  certain 
proportion  of  the  inhabitants  that  the 
allotment  managers  should  be  elected, 
there  should  be  an  election,  instead  of 
the  managers  being  nominated  by  the 
Sanitary  Authority.  The  hon.  Gentleman 
objects  to  a  requisition;   but  I  would 
point  out  to  him  that  this  machinery  as  to 
elections  is  a  machinery  which  is  likely  to 
be  of  a  somewhat  expensive  character, 
and  it  may  well  be  that  in  some  parishes 
the  inhabitants  may  have  perfect  confi- 
denco  that  the  Sanitary  Authority  will  no- 
minate managers  who  will  be  acceptable 
to  the  general  body  of  the  community. 
I  say  it  ''may"  be  so,  and  the  hon. 
Gentleman  must  remember  this  as  well^ 
that  we  are  living  in  hopes  that  we  shall 
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have  in  rural  constituencies  a  different 
local  representative  body  to  that  which 
now  exists ;  and  it  may  very  well  bo, 
when  that  body  is  set  up,  that  it  will 
not  bo  desired — I  hope  that  will  be  the 
case — to  have  any  election  of  this  kind 
at  all.  In  case,  however,  there  should 
be  in  any  of  these  parishes  any  feeling 
among  the  inhabitants  that  they  would 
rather  have  the  allotment  wardens 
elected  than  nominated  by  the  Sanitary 
Authority,  we  have  provided  that  a 
very  small  number  of  the  electors — one- 
sixth  —  shall  be  able  to  call  for  an 
election  of  the  allotment  wardens,  and 
we  think  that  is  the  smallest  number 
that  ought  to  be  at  liberty  to  put  a 
parish  to  the  very  considerable  expense 
which  will  undoubtedly  be  involved  in 
the  election  of  allotment  wardens,  however 
it  may  be  done.  Then  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man says  there  is  no  power  of  nomination 
provided  for,  and  that  there  is  no  meeting 
of  the  ratepayers  provided  for  at  which 
the  nomination  could  take  place.  But 
I  would  point  out  that  this  is  only 
one  of  the  many  arrangements  which 
will  have  to  be  made  by  the  Local  Go- 
vernment Board  for  carrying  out  the 
election;  and  that  it  would  be  their 
duty,  amongst  other  things,  in  the  regu- 
lations they  will  make  for  conducting 
the  election,  to  lay  down  rules  that 
will  secure  that  nomination  shall  take 
place  at  a  public  meeting  of  the  in- 
habitants. We  have  not  attempted  to 
put  down  in  this  Amendment  of  mine 
all  the  various  pieces  of  the  machinery 
which  the  Local  Government  Board  will 
have  to  provide  for.  It  is  perfectly  well 
known  that  there  are  portions  of  the 
machinery  of  election  which  will  have 
to  be  laid  down  in  rules  by  the  Local 
Government  Board,  and  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man need  not  feel  the  least  alarm,  for,  of 
course,  a  public  meeting  for  the  nomi- 
nation will  be  provided  for  by  the  rules 
which  the  Local  Government  Board  will 
lay  down.  Then  the  hon.  Gentleman, 
in  his  Amendment,  fixes  an  hour  for 
the  holding  of  the  meeting.  He  will 
see  that  in  my  Amendment  we  provide 
that  the  election  must  be  open  for  at 
least  a  period  of  three  hours. 

Mr.  COBB  :  That  is  to  be  done  in 
the  Bill. 

Mr.EITCHIE  :  Surely,  that  provision 
being  made,  the  hon.  Gentleman  need 
not  be  afraid  that  the  Local  Government 
Board  will  not  equally  provide  for  the 
time  of  the  meeting  being  held.    Then, 


the  hon.  Gentleman  asks,  who  are  to  be 
the  electors — the  Parliamentary  electors 
or  the  ratepayers  ?  I  say  at  once,  we  do 
not  place  the  slightest  stress  upon  whe- 
ther they  are  the  Parliamentary  electors 
or  the  ratepayers.  We  selected  the 
Parliamentary  electors  solely  for  con- 
venience and  for  cheapness.  But  there 
is  this  material  difference  between  Par- 
liamentary electors  and  the  ratepayers — 
that  we  have  the  machinery  ready  to  our 
hands  in  the  case  of  the  Parliamentary 
electors.  We  have  the  electoral  roll — 
the  register.  The  hon.  Gentleman  will 
see  that  if  we  take  the  rate-book  it  will 
be  necessary  to  cut  it  up  into  alpha- 
betical order,  and  as  there  will  be  several 
polling  places,  you  will  have  to  do  that 
for  several  polling  places,  while  all  you 
have  to  do  in  the  case  of  the  Parliamen- 
tary register  is  to  provide  yourselves 
with  two  or  three  copies  of  it.  It  is 
purely  a  matter  of  convenience.  The 
hon.  Gentleman  says  the  Parliamentary 
register  would  exclude  women  ;  but,  on 
the  other  hand,  if  he  takes  the  rate- 
book he  will  exclude  a  very  important 
number  of  electors — he  would  exclude 
lodgers 

Mr.  JESSE  COLLINGS  (Birming- 
ham, Bordesley) :  And  service    voters. 

Mr.  RITCHIE:  Yes;  and  service 
voters.  I  venture  to  say  the  Parlia- 
mentary register  will  be  much  more  in- 
clusive than  the  rate-book.  I  have  ex- 
plained that  it  is  for  purely  a  matter  of 
convenience  and  cheapness  that  we  take 
the  register  of  Parliamentary  voters. 

Mr.  STAVELEY  HILL  (Stafford- 
shire, Kingswinford) :  I  venture  to 
suggest  to  the  House  a  course  which 
may,  perhaps,  save  some  time.  So  many 
Amendments  have  been  put  on  the  Paper 
that  it  is  impossible,  within  the  limited 
time  allowed  to  us  at  the  end  of  the 
Session,  to  consider  them  so  as  to  do 
justice  to  them.  The  Bill  is  a  piece  of 
bad  draftsmanship,  misconception  of 
facts,  and  such  an  utter  mass  of  rubbish, 
that  we  had  better  save  our  time  and 
pass  it  as  it  is.  It  will,  at  any  rate, 
serve  to  pad  the  lean  cover  of  our 
Statute  volume  of  this  Session,  and 
may  exist  then  as  a  monument  of  clap- 
trap legislation  and  of  incompetency. 

Sir  WALTER  FOSTER  (Derby, 
Ilkeston) :  I  wish  to  ask  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  President  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  whether  I  rightly 
understood  him  to  say  he  would  under- 
take that  the  nomination  of  these  allot* 
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ment    managers  would   be  made  at  a  managers  may  be  relatirely   a   small 

public  meeting,  and  that  such  meeting  proportion.      Some    of    the     parishes 

would  take  place  at  an  hour  which  was  affected  by  this  Bill  will  have  a  Torj 

convenient?  large  number  of  electors.       In  small 

Mr.  HITGHIE  :  Certainly.  parishes  a  sixth  is  very  fair ;  but  in  very 

Sir  WALTEE  FOSTER :  If  that  is  large    parishes,   even    that    proportion 

the  case,  I  think  my  hon.  Friend  the  might  be  an  obstacle. 

Member    for   Rugby    (Mr.  Cobb)  will  Amendment  proposed  to  the  Clause, 
withdraw  his  Amendment. 

Mr.    COBB:    I   will    withdraw    the  In  line  4,  after  the  word  "  number."  to  in- 

Am  ATI  dm  Ant  ®             words  "  where  such  namber  of  electcn 

is  less  than  two  hundred,  or  in  any  other  case 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn.  by  at  least  thirty  such  electors." — (Mr,  ChtM- 

Captain  COTTON  (Cheshire,  Wirral) :  '''"^  > 
I  rise  to  suggest,  in  the  proposed  now  Question  proposed,  "That  those  words 
clause    of   the    Government,    that    for  be  there  inserted." 
-one-sixth"    of   the     electors  J' one-  ^^    RITCHIE:    I  am   sorry  to  be 
third"  should  be  substituted,  because  eompeUed  to  decline  this  Amendment. 
I  think  a  sixth  of  the  who  e  number  i  assure  the  hon.  Gentleman  wiU  see 
would  be  a  very  small  fraction  to  set  ^^^  difficulty  it  would  raise,  and  I  trust 
the  expensive  machinery  m  motion  for  ^j^^  Amendment  will  not  be  pressed. 
the  election  of  three  allotment  managers  ^^  CHANNING :  I  do  not  press  the 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  President  Amendment 
of  the  Local  Government  Board  has  him- 
self alluded  to  expensive  machinery,  and  Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn, 
I  would  suggest  to  him  that  < '  one-third  "  ^^  ^^33 .  ^j^^  ^^^^^  ^^  ^^  ^^^. 
of  the  electors  would  be  a  more  ade-  ^^^^  j  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^           ^^  ^^j^^ 
quate   proportion  for  the    purpose  of  ^^^             ^  ^^^^  the  number  of  the 
setting  that  machmery  m    motion.    I  ^^^           ^^ould  be  fixed,  not  by  the 
beg  to  move,  m  line  4  of  the  proposed  g^^j^*     ^^thority,  but  by  the  reiula- 
new  clause    to    leave  out    the  words  .        of  the  Local  Qoveriment  Board ; 
'one-sixth,"  m  order  to  insert  « one-  ^^^  ^^^^    ^^^^   ^^^    Gentleman  the 

'^  '  President    of   the    Local    Government 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Clause,  Board  has  any  objection  to  them  I  will 

in  line  4,  to  leave  out  the  words  **  one-  withdraw  them. 

sixth,"   in  order  to    insert   the  words  Mr.  BITCHIE  :  I  have. 

''  one.third."-(C7fl??<am  Cotton.)  Amendments,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Question  proposed,  **That  the  words  __      n^.  a  x -n  tt  a -cnw-rci  /tx            *  i. 

'  one-sixth '  stand  part  of  the  Clause."  ^  ^k-  SEALE-HATNE  (Deron   Ash- 

■El-      -orm^TXTx.     X  xi-  1     xi_        •  burton):  My  Amendment  relates  to  the 

Mr    EITCHIE:  I  think   there  is  a  ^^^^^.^^  ^^  allotment  managers,  and  I 

great  deal  of  force  in  what  has  been  j^   jj^^   32  ^f  th?  right  hon. 

stated  by  my  hon    and  gallant  Friend  ;  Gentleman  the  President  of  the  Local 

but,  at  the  same  time,  I  feel  compelled  Government  Board's  clause,  after  the 

to  adhere  to  the  Bill  as  it  stands.  ^^^^^  .,  ^^^^  ^^^„  ^^  .^^^^  ^j^^  ^^^3 

Question,  *'That  the  words  *  one-  —<<  the  ratepayers  and."  I  cannot  con- 
sixth  "  stand  part  of  the  Clause,"  put,  ceive  on  what  possible  principle  the 
and  agreed  to.  Parliamentary  electors  are  to  be  made 

Mr.  CHANNING  (Northampton,  E.):  the  electors  of  the  allotment  managers, 

In  the  Amendment  I  am  about  to  move  and  one  of  the  results  of  the  clause  as  it 

J  gay —  stands  would  be  to  introduce  into  alec- 

"  Where  auoh  number  of  electors  is  less  than  tions  of  allotment  managers  a  decidedly 

two  hundred,  or  in  any  other  case  by  at  least  political  element.     I  was  glad  to  hear 

thirty  such  electors ; "  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  President 

but  I  shall  be  glad  to  accept  any  other  of  the  Local  Government  say  that  ho 

suitable  number  which  the  right  hon.  laid  no  stress  on  the  question  as  long  as 

Gentleman  the  President  of  the  Local  the  electing  body  were  the  ratepayers. 

Government  Board  may  suggest.     The  Nevertheless,  he  said,  he  preferred  the 

point  I  desire  to  enforce  is  simply  this —  Parliamentary    electors,    because    that 

the  number  of  those  who  are  interested  was  the  more  convenient  arrangement, 

in  allotments  and  in  the  appointment  of  Surely,  he  must  have  forgotten  that  all 
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our  Local  Boards.  Town  Counmls,  aod 
■o  forth,  are,  at  the  present  time,  elected 
by  the  ratepayers,  and  in  this  partioulaT 
case  I  hold  that  the  ratepayers  are  the 
proper  persons  to  elect  the  managers, 
because  they  are  in  the  first  instance 
responsible  for  the  loans  that  must  be 
obtained  for  the  purchase  of  the  allot- 
ment lands.  Then,  I  say  that  the  rate- 
payers are  a  larger  and  more  compre- 
hensiTe  body  than  the  Parliamentary 
electors.  They  include  women,  and  I 
think  that  as  they  are  reeponsible  for 
the  money  required,  they  ought  to  have 
a  voice  in  the  election  of  those  who  will 
manipulate  the  expenditure.  I  should 
be  glad  to  see  both  ratepayers  and 
Parliamootary  electors  included  ;  but  if 
we  must  have  one  or  the  other,  I  should 
prefer  the  ratepayers. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Clauae,  in 
line  32,  after  the  words  "  shall  be,"  to 
insert  the  words  "  the  ratepayers  and." 
—{Mr.  SiaU-ITayttf.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  thosewords 
be  there  inserted." 

Ur.  BITOHIE:  Allow  me  to  point 
out  that  the  Committee  have  already  l 
decided,  on  the  Amendment  of  the  hon.  ' 
Member  for  the  Rugby  Division  of 
Warwick  (Mr.  Cobb),  that  tho  electors 
are  not  to  be  the  ratepayers.  The  hon. 
Member's  Amendment  was  to  leave  out  ; 
Sub-section  1,  for  the  purpose  of  insert- ) 
ing  the  words — 

"  Id  every  pariah  id  any  rural  district  Id 
which  ttiis  Act  is  put  in  force  allotment  raana- 
gera  sboll  he  elected  nt  a  moeting  of  the  Vestry, 
which  for  that  purpose  shall  be  lummaned  by 
tho  oreraeers  for  half-past  levoD  o'clock  in  the 
evening." 

Of  course,  a  meeting  of  the  Vestry  means 
a  meeting  of  the  ratepayers,  and  that 
Amendment  was  not  assented  to.  What 
is  proposed  to  be  done  by  this  Amend- 
ment would  add  tenfold  to  the  difficulty,  ' 
because  the  hon.  Member  has  said  he 
would  like  to  make  the  constituency  ' 
both  tho  Parliamentary  electors  and  the  | 
ratepayers.  Therefore,  you  would  not  i 
only  require  the  Parliamentary  register 
of  electors,  but  also  the  rate-book,  and 
the  difficulty  which  would  thus  be  I 
(n«ated  is  the  reason  why  the  Govern-  | 
luent  object  to  the  Amendment. 

Mb.  M'LAREN  (Cheshire,  Crewe):  ; 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  President  | 
of  the  Local  Qovernment  Board  seems  i 
to  be  under  a  mistake.    The  Amend- 

VOL.  CCCXX.    [third  series.] 


1282 

meut  of  ihe  hon.  Member  for  the  Bugby 
Division  of  Warwick  was  withdrawn, 
and  not  negatived  ;  and  therefore,  I  take 
it,  that  the  hon.  Member  for  the  Ash- 
burton  Division  of  Devon  is  in  Order  in 
moving  this  Amendment.  I  sincerely 
trust  that  my  hon.  Friend  will  press  hie 
Amendment  to  a  Division,  because  I 
certainly  hold  that  the  ratepayers  are 
the  proper  authority  in  such  a  matter, 
and  that  it  would  be  improper  to  exclude 
from  the  election  of  allotment  managers 
women  who  are  ratepayers.  If  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  would  like  to  add  the 
Parliamentary  electors,  it  will  be  quite 
open  for  him  to  do  so,  and  probably 
there  would  be  no  objection  to  that  pro- 
posal. It  would  be  a  retrograde  step  if 
in  these  elections  wa  wore  to  go  back  to 
the  principle  which  withheld  the  local 
franchise  from  women.  I  very  strongly 
support  the  Amendment  of  my  hon. 
Friend. 

Mb.  JESSE  C0LLING8  (Birming- 
ham, Bordesley) :  I  cannot  concur  in 
this  Amendment,  because  I  think  it  - 
would  unnecsBsarily  complicate  the  ques- 
tion under  discussion.  As  the  Amend* 
ment  stands,  it  would  read  "The  rate- 
payers and  the  Parliamentary  electors," 
and  that  would  bo  the  cause  of  so  much 
confusion  and  unnecessary  expense  in 
tho  elections  under  the  Bill  that  I  am 
quite  certain  no  one  with  any  knowledge 
of  these  matters  would  desire  to  occasion. 
On  the  other  hand,  if  we  were  to  give 
the  election  to  the  ratepayers  only,  the 
Amendment  would  have  an  exclusive 
action,  because  it  would  leave  out  all 
the  lodgers  and  those  who  in  Parlia- 
mentary elections  possess  the  service 
franchise. 

Ma. ROUND (Bsaex.N.E.,  Harwich): 
I  should  hesitate  to  support  the  Amend* 
ment,  because  in  the  agricultural  dis- 
tricts it  would  practioally  exclude  the 
larger  portion  of  the  labourers. 

Question  put,  and  ntgativti. 

Mb.  COBB  :  I  do  not  propose  to  move 
the  whole  of  the  Amendments  I  have 
put  on  the  Paper,  but  I  propose  to  move 
the  one  which  applies  to  8ub-seotion  8, 
and  is  intended  to  leave  out  the  words 
' '  such  guardian,  ohnroh warden,  or  over- 
seer," and  insert  tho  words  "  one  of  the 
overseers."  It  seems  to  ma  that  it 
would  not  be  a  proper  thing  for  the 
Sanitary  Authority  to  have  a  member  of 
their  body  a  Returning  Officer,  nor  would 
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I  think,  in  mentioning  the  last  as  1886. 
I  think  it  was  1885. 

Mr.  EITOHIE:  No;  1886. 

Colonel  NOLA.N :  Well,  I  will  not 
contradict  that.     But  when  he  pointed 
out  the  Acts  that  applied  to  Ireland,  his 
argument  would  have  been  much  more 
convincing  to  me  if,  instead  of  showing 
there  were  four  Acts,  he  had  shown  there 
were  40,000  allotments  existing  under 
those  Acts.     That  would  have  been  an 
excellent  argument;    but  he    did    not 
show     that,    nor    could    he,    because 
they    are    not   numerous.     There    are 
none  in  my  part  of  the  country.    There 
are   some   houses  with   land  to  them, 
but   I   contemplate   a   totally  different 
condition    of   things.      I     contemplate 
artizans  in  towns  as  well  as  labourers 
in  the  country  getting  small  quantities 
of  land  without  the  necessity  of  building 
new  houses.     True,  under  one  of  our 
Acts  there  is  power  to  give  half-an-acre 
of  land;    but  this  power  has  been   in 
operation  to  a  trifling  extent  only.     I 
do  not  myself  know  any  case  in  which 
it  has  been  put  into  effect,  though  I 
dare  say  it   has  been  put  into  effect, 
though  to  a  very  small  extent.     There 
are  several  reasons  for   this.     On   the 
point  of  machinery  I  do  not  profess  to 
be  an  excellent  judge,  but  having  heard 
the  machinery  of   the   Labourers'  Act 
discussed  in  Ireland,  I  am  able  to  form 
some  opinion  upon  that.     The  reason  I 
wish  to  see  this  Bill  extended  to  Ireland 
is  for  the  Grazing  Clause — the  power  to 
acquire  pasture  land.    That  could  easily 
be  put  in  force  in  Ireland ;  the  Board  of 
Guardians  would  have  nothing   to   do 
but  take  a  field  and  allow  a  certain  num- 
ber of  people  to   turn    their  cows  or 
cattle  on  to  it.     Around  the  town  of 
Loughrea,  for  instance,  there  are  hun- 
dreds of  acres  of  grazing  land,  coming 
up  to  the  walls  of  the  houses,  and  yet 
you  will  find  the  labourers  there  com- 
plain they  cannot  get  the  smallest  bit 
of  pasture  land  for  a  cow ;  and  the  same 
sort   of   thing   exists  in  other    towns. 
This  alone  would  to  me  be  a  sufficient 
reason    for  rejecting    this    clause,    by 
which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  wishes 
to    exclude    Ireland    from     this    Bill. 
Again,  it  is  a  simple  question  of  quan- 
tity ;  it  is,  as  it  were,  the  difference  be- 
tween sixpence  and  a  shilling.     Under 
the  Irish  Labourers'    Allotments  Act, 
Boards   of  Guardians  or  other   bodies 
may  let  half-an-acre,  and  that   is  the  j 
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limit;  while  this  Bill  allows  one  acre. 
Now,  that  is  a  considerable  difference, 
and  will  be  of  so  much  greater  advan- 
tage that  people  will  go  to  the  trouble 
of  trying  to  obtain  land  by  compulsory 
purchase,  where  they  would  not  trouble 
to  agitate,  pay  the  law  expenses,  and 
other  expenses,  to  get  only  lialf-an- acre. 
I  can  quite  understand  that  townspeople 
would  desire  to  get  an  acre  of  land. 
There  are  two  reasons  why  I  wish  to 
see  the  Bill  extended  to  Ireland.  Again, 
the  greater  simplicity  of  the  machinery 
to  set  the  Bill  in  motion  is  a  great  ad- 
vantage.    To  begin  with,  it  is  better  to 
have  only  six  people  to  put  it  in  opera- 
tion than  10.    Altogether,  it  seems  to 
me  the  machinery  is  simpler  and  less 
open  to  the  objection  of  a  contentioas 
minority,    such    as    you    will    always 
have  on  these  bodies.    It  would  save 
those   appeals    to   the    Privy    Council 
which,  in  Ireland,  are  extremely  expen- 
sive. The  right  hon.  Gentleman  says  Irish 
Members  wished  to  have  the  reference 
to  the  Privy  Council;    well,   we  may 
have  made  a  mistake  in  imagining  the 
Privy  Council  to  be  be  better  than  it  is. 
But  there  is  no  doubt  the  result  in  Ire- 
land in  many  cases  has  been  that  people 
who  have  applied  have  had  their  appli- 
cations rejected  with   costs  quite  suffi- 
cient to  deter  many  others   making  a 
similar  application.     So  the  Labourers' 
Act  is  not  put  into  operation  on  a  large 
scale.      In  some  of  the  Southern  dis- 
tricts it  is,  perhaps,  used ;  but  in  the 
West  it  is  almost  a  dead  letter.    It  is 
not  because  the  people  do  not  wish  for 
it — they  are  anxious  to  get  the  allot- 
ment land — it  is  because  the  machinery 
is  not  available.    The  machinery  of  this 
Bill  is  much  more  available  from  its 
greater  simplicity.     Certainly  it  would 
provide    a    valuable    alternatiTC,    and 
might  prove  a  cheaper  plan.     Another' 
point  to   which  I  attach  great  impor- 
tance is  being  put  into  the  same  Allot- 
ments Act  with  England.    Althowh  I 
am  a  strong  advocate  for  Home  Kule, 
I  think   that  when  Englishmen  make 
laws  applicable  to  both  England  and 
Ireland,  they  are  much  more    careful 
than  when  they  apply  an  Act  to  Ireland 
only.    That,  of  course,  is  only  natural. 
With  the  Bill  applied  to  both  countries, 
we  should  be  able  to  compare  the  re- 
sults ;  and  if  our  Local  Authorities  threw 
obstacles  in  the  way  of  the  operation  of 
the  Bill,  we  should  be  able  to  detect 
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that  by  comparison  with  the  proper 
working  of  the  Act  under  English 
Local  Authorities.  Thus  we  should 
have  a  check  on  the  action  of  Irish 
Local  Authorities,  which  would  facili- 
tate the  action  of  the  Bill.  An  Allot- 
ment Act  is  useless  unless  it  is  actively 
employed.  It  is  not  an  Act  to  remain 
on  the  Statute  Book  useful  in  an  emer- 
gency, it  must  be  put  in  operation ;  but 
the  Labourers'  Act  in  my  country  is 
used  to  a  very  small  extent.  Therefore, 
I  think  it  would  be  a  great  advantage 
to  extend  this  Bill  to  Ireland.  Though 
I  move  to  reject  the  whole  clause,  I 
will,  if  it  is  the  desire  of  Scotch  Mem- 
bers, restrict  my  action  to  Ireland, 
leaving  Scotland  outside  the  Bill.  I 
am  extremely  sorry  the  question  was 
not  decided  in  Committee,  when  Irish 
Members,  who  are  now  scattered,  were 
in  attendance ;  still  I  think  wo  ought 
to  take  a  Division.  The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman holds  out  a  promise  that  the  sub- 
ject shall  be  considered  during  the  He- 
cess  ;  but  between  now  and  February 
many  things  may  happen  to  thrust  this 
matter  aside — a  General  Election  may 
occur,  for  instance,  and  there  is  an  old 
adage  that  **  a  bird  in  hand  is  worth  two 
in  the  bush."  We  have  only  an  inde- 
finite promise;  and  I  hope  the  few 
Members  we  have  will  mark  their 
sense  of  the  neglect  of  Ireland  in  the 
Division. 

Dr.  CLARK  (Caithness):  I  hoped 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  President 
of  the  Local  Government  Board  would 
have  had  something  to  say  as  regards 
Scotland.  Every  argument  he  has  used 
for  the  exclusion  of  Ireland  would  apply 
in  favour  of  including  Scotland.  It  is 
a  very  important  matter  for  *a  large 
number  of  my  constituents,  who  are 
compelled  to  pay  £6  or  £8  an  acre,  to 
get  a  small  portion  of  land  for  them- 
selves. It  would  affect  the  cotter  class, 
who  are  kept  outside  the  Crofters'  Act, 
and  who  have  no  land  around  their 
houses.  There  was  evidence  before  the 
Crofter  Commission  showing  the  dete- 
rioration of  children  from  the  want  of 
milk  among  the  cotter  class ;  and  this 
land  would  supply  pasturage.  Fisher- 
men also  want  small  quantities  of  land 
badly ;  and  the  same  may  be  said  of  the 
quarrymen,  who,  during  parts  of  the 
year,  work  upon  the  land.  Our  de- 
mands are,  at  least,  equal  to  those  in 
England.     I  do  not  say  this  Bill  is  very 


valuable  in  itself;  but  it  does  cental 
a  valuable  principle,  that  will  be  ex- 
tended by-and-bye.  It  will  be  urged 
that  to  apply  the  Bill  to  Scotland  would 
take  time ;  that  it  must  be  subjected  to 
great  modifications;  but  I  think,  on 
examination,  it  will  be  found  necessary 
to  use  a  few  Scotch  terms  in  addition 
to  English,  and  the  Amendments  in 
this  direction  need  take  but  a  short 
time. 

Mr.  HUNTEE  (Aberdeen,  N.) :  I 
beg  to  move  that  this  question  be  de- 
ferred. I  put  this  question  to  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Leader  of  the 
House  (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith) — Are  there 
not  two  Scotch  Bills  on  the  Orders  which 
will  occupy  some  time  ?  If  it  is  agreed 
that  these  Bills  are  not  to  be  taken 
to-night,  then  I  will  not  press  my 
Motion. 

The  FIRST  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith)  (Strand, 
Westminster):  I  trust  that  having  re- 
gard to  the  period  of  the  Session,  hon. 
Members  will  not  object  to  sitting  a 
little  later  than  usual,  seeing  also  that  a 
number  of  Members  interested  have 
waited  for  the  discussion  of  this  Bill. 
With  regard  to  the  Scotch  Bills,  I  am 
told  they  will  take  but  a  very  little  time, 
and  for  these  also  I  understand  Mem- 
bers have  waited.  I  do  not  wish  to  press 
my  view  unduly  ;  but  I  rather  think  the 
hon.  Member  for  North  Aberdeen  (Mr. 
Hunter)  will  find  himself  in  a  minority 
of  one  among  Scotch  Members  in  his 
desire  to  postpone  these  Bills. 

Mr.  SPEAKER:  The  Question  is 
that  this  clause  be  read  a  second 
time.  The  hon.  Member  has  not  moved 
anything ;  he  is  not  able  to  move  that 
this  Question  be  deferred. 

Mr.  MASON  (Lanark,  Mid) :  I  trust 
the  Government  wiU  insist  on  carrying 
the  clause,  and  that  there  will  be  no 
opposition  to  it.  I  do  not  consider  that 
this  Bill  is  at  all  applicable  to  Scotland, 
and  if  only  Irish  Members  will  stand  by 
us,  I  believe  we  shall  be  able  to  get  a 
muoh  better  Bill  for  Ireland  and  Scot- 
land. My  reason  for  suggesting  this  to 
our  Friends  from  Ireland  is  that,  in  my 
opinion,  the  Bill  contains  a  very  vicious 
principle,  giving  Local  Authorities  the 
power  to  acquire  land.  I  believe  we 
should  be  quite  content  with  a  Bill  if 
you  give  us  one  on  the  principle  of  com- 
pelling reluctant  and  unwilling  landlords 
to  sell  at  a  fair  valuation,  leaviog  the 
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peoplo  to  do  all  the  rost.  I  am  sure  if 
wo  can  get  a  Bill  of  that  kind  we  can 
accomplish  all  that  is  required  for  Ire- 
land and  Scotland .  I  can  quite  sympathize 
with  English  Members  who  are  anxious 
to  have  the  Bill  with  this  principle  in  it. 
I  am  quite  satisfied  if  they  are ;  but  we 
do  not  want  it  for  Scotland,  and  I  hope 
the  clause  will  be  agreed  to. 

Dr.  tanner  (Cork,  Co.,  Mid) :  I 
support  my  hon.  and  gallant  Friend 
(Colonel  Nolan)  who  suggested  the  re- 
jection of  the  clause.  As  there  is  a 
divergence  of  opinion  amongst  Scotch 
Members,  perhaps  it  would  be  better  to 
amend  the  clause  by  omitting  the  refer- 
ence to  Scotland. 

Mr.  speaker  :  The  hon.  Member 
would  not  be  in  Order  in  moving  an 
Amendment  now.  The  question  of  read- 
ing the  clause  has  to  be  first  decided. 

Dr.  tanner  :  Very  well,  Sir.  Then 
I  rise  rise  for  the  purpose  of  supporting 
my  hon.  and  gallant  Friend.  We  have 
heard  a  great  deal  about  labourers  in 
Ireland,  though  I  am  afraid  they  receive 
but  small  consideration.  I  do  not  say 
this  Bill  will  be  of  great  benefit  to  our 
people,  but  I  will  supplement  my  hon. 
Friend's  proverb  about  a  bird  in  hand, 
by  saying  half  a  loaf  is  better  than  no 
bread.  1  will  not  weary  the  House  by 
tedious  repetition  of  arguments  my  hon. 
and  gallant  Friend  has  adduced ;  I  will 
only  say  that  it  would  be  a  great  point 
gained  to  have  one  acre  instead  of  half- 
an-acre,  it  is  somewhat  nearer  the 
original  suggestion  of  three  acres.  Even 
minus  the  cow,  this  would  be  a  very 
great  thing  for  our  Irish  labourers.  It 
is  a  difficult  thing  for  them  to  get  half- 
an  acre  now,  and  when  they  do  get  it  it 
is  more  often  land  quite  unsuitable  for 
their  purpose.  There  are  points  in  the 
Bill  that  would  prove  of  permanent  ad- 
vantage to  us  if  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man will  show  a  little  of  that  charity 
which  has  been  talked  about.  We  have 
given  proof  that  **the  quality  of  mercy 
is  not  strained  ;  "  it  droppetli  from  the 
Irish  Benches  on  to  the  Treasury  Bench, 
and  if  we  have  done  them  some  service, 
surely  they  might,  oven  though  late,  re- 
ciprocate the  favours  they  have  received 
and  allow  the  extension  of  this  Bill  to 
Ireland.  It  would  be  doing  something 
for  the  poorer  people  in  a  time  of  neces- 
sity and  trouble.  In  any  case  it  can  do 
no  harm,  and  in  process  of  time  it  may 
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be  accounted  as  something  to  the  credit 
of  the  Conservative  Party. 

Mr.  SEXTON  (Belfast,  W.) :  I  think 
my  hon.  and  gallant  Friend  has  made 
out  a  conclusive  case.  I  intend  to  sup- 
port him,  and  I  apprehend  the  same 
course  will  be  followed  by  all  the  Irish 
Members  present. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided: — Ayes  117 ;  Noes 
42 :  Majority  76.  [2.0  a.m.] 

AYES. 

Giles,  A. 
Gilliat,  J.  S. 
Godson,  A.  F. 
Goldsworthv,     Major- 

General  W.  T. 
Goschen,  rt.  hon.  G.  J. 
Grimston,  Viscount 
Hall,  0. 
Hamilton,   right  hoa. 

Lord  G.  F. 
Hamilton,  CJol.  C.  E. 
Hamley,  Gen.  Sir  £.  B. 
Herbert,  hon.  S. 
Hilly  right  hon.  Lord 

A.  W. 
Holland,   rt   hon.  Sir 

H.  T. 
Hornby,  W.  H. 
Hunt,  F.  S. 
Isaacs,  L.  H. 
Isaacson,  F.  \V. 
Jackson,  W.  L. 
Jarvis,  A.  W. 
Kenyon  -  Slanoy,  Col. 

W. 
Kimber,  H. 
King-Harman,  r\p;ht 

hon.  Colonel  £.  R. 
Knowles,  L. 
Lafone,  A. 
Laurie,  Colonel  R.  P. 
Lawrance,  J.  C. 
Lewiaham,  right  hon. 

Viscount 
Long,  W.  H. 
Hacdonald,  rt.  hon.  J . 

H.  A. 
Madden,  D.  H. 
ftlarriott,  rt.  hn.  W.  T. 
Mason,  S. 

Matthe?rB,  rt.  hon.  U. 
Maxwell,  Sir  H.  E. 
Mayne,  Admiral  K.  G. 
Mills,  hon.  C.  W. 
MUvain,  T. 
Mowbray,  Si.  G.  C. 
Northoote,  hon.  H.  S. 
Parker,  hon.  F. 
Pearce,  Sir  W. 
Pelly,  Sir  L. 
Plunket,  rt.  hon.    P. 

K. 
Plunkett,  hon.  J.  W. 
PoweU,  F.  8. 
Rasoh,  Major  F.  0. 
Reed,  H.  B. 


Addison,  J.  E.  W. 
Agg-Gardner,  J.  T. 
Ambrose,  W. 
Amherst,  W.  A.  T. 
Anstruthor,  H.  T. 
Ashmead-Bartlett,  E. 
Baden- Powell,  G.  S. 
Balfour,  rt.  hon.  A.  J. 
Barry,  A.  H.  Smith- 
Bates,  Sir  E. 
Beach,  W.  W.  B. 
Beadel,  W.  J. 
Beresford,  Lord  C.  W. 

Do  la  Peer 
Bethell,  Commander  G. 

R. 
Bigwood,  J. 
Blundell,  Col.  H.  B.  H. 
Brodrick,  hon.  W.  St. 

J.  F. 
Bruce,  Lord  H. 
Burghley,  Lord 
Caldwell,  J. 
Campbell,  J.  A. 
Carmarthen,  Marq.  of 
Clarke,  Sir  E.  G. 
Colomb,  Capt.  J.  C.  R. 
Cooke,  C.  W.  R. 
Cotton,  Capt.  E.  T.  D. 
Dalrymple,  Sir  C. 
Davenport,  H.  T. 
De  Lisle,  E.  J.  L.  M. 

P. 
De  "Worms,  Baron  H. 
Dyke,  rt.  hn.   Sir  W. 

H. 
Egcrton,  hon.  A.  de  T. 
Elton,  C.  I. 
Evelyn,  W.  J. 
Eyro,  Colonel  H. 
Fellowes,  A.  E. 
Fergusson,  right  hon. 

Sir  J. 
Finch,  G.  II. 
Fisher,  \V.  II. 
Fitzgerald,  R.  U.  P. 
Fitz  -  Wygram,    Gen. 

Sir  F.  W. 
Fotcher,  Sir  H. 
Folkestone,  right  hon. 

Viscount 
For  wood,  A.  B. 
Eraser,  General  C.  C. 
Godge,  S. 
Gent-Davis,  R. 
Gibson,  J.  G. 
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Ritchie,  rt.  hon.  C.  T.  Tomlinson,  W.  E.  M. 

iiobcrtson,  J.  P.  B.  Vincent,  C.  E.  H. 

Robertson,  VV.  T,  Watson,  J. 

Hound,  J.  Webster,  Sir  R.  E. 

Selwin  -  Ibbetson,    rt.  Webster,  11.  G. 

hon.  Sir  II.  J.  Weymouth,  Viscount 

Selwyn,  Capt.  C.  W.  Whitmoro,  0.  A. 

Sidebotham,  J.  W.  Wood,  N. 

Smith,  rt.  hon.  W.  U.  Wortley,  C.  B.  Stuart- 
Stanhope,  rt.  hon.  E. 
Stephens,  H.  C.  tellers. 

Temple,  Sir  R.  Douglas,  A.  Akers- 

Theobald,  J.  Walrond,  Col.  W.  H. 
ToUemacho,  H.  J. 

NOES. 

Abraham,  W.   (Limo>  Kenny,  M.  J, 

rick,  W.)  Lawson,  Sir  W. 

Ballantine,  W.  H.  W.  Lawson.  H.  L.  W. 

Biggar,  J.  G.  Lefevre,  right  hon.  G. 

Burt,  T.  J.  S. 

Campbell,  II.  M*Arthur,  W.  A. 

Carcw,  J.  L.  M*Laren,  W.  S.  B. 

Chamberlain,  R.  Mulholland,  U.  L. 

Channing,  F.  A.  Nolan,  J. 

Clancy,  J.  J.  O'Brien,  P. 

Cobb,  H.  P.  O'Kelly,  J. 

Colbngs,  J.  Pickersgill,  E.  H. 

Conway,  M.  Quinn,  T. 

Conybeare,  C.  A.  V.  Rowlands,  J. 

Cossham,  H.  Sexton,  T. 

Deasy,  J.  Stack,  J. 

DillwjTi,  L.  L.  Stewart,  H. 

Dimsdale,  Baron  R.  Tanner,  C.  K. 

Finucane,  J.  Tuite,  J. 

Flynn,  J.  C.  Winterbotham,  A.  B. 

Fuller,  G.  P. 

Hayno,  C.  Scale-  tellers. 

Heathcotc,  Capt.  J.  H.  Clark,  Dr.  G.  B. 

Edwards-  Nolan,  Colonel  J.  P. 

lluntcr,  W.  A. 

Clause  added. 

Mr.  SHAW  LEFEVRE  (Bradford, 
Central} :  The  House  will  recollect  that 
in  Committee  on  this  Bill  my  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  Northampton 
(Mr.  Bradlaugh)  brought  forward  an 
Amendment,  the  object  of  which  was  to 
prevent  the  arbitrary  awarding  of  the 
10  per  cent  additional  compensation  in 
the  event  of  land  being  taken  compul- 
Borilj  for  the  purpose  of  this  Act.  The 
Amendment  came  on  for  discussion  at  a 
very  unfortunate  hour,  that  is  to  say,  at 
4  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  when  the 
hon.  and  learned  Attorney  General  (Sir 
Richard  Webster)  had  replied  on  behalf 
of  the  Government,  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
(Mr.  W.  H.  Smith)  moved  the  closure 
without  waiting  for  any  further  discus- 
sion. I  think  this  was  somewhat  un- 
fortunate, but  I  do  not  propose  on  the 
present  occasion  to  repeat  in  full  the 
proposal  of  the  hon.  Member  for  North- 
ampton. I  intend  to  move  it  in  a  some- 
what restricted  form,  however,  in  order 
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to  meet  the  objections  urged  by  the 
right  hon.  and  learned  Attorney  Gene- 
ral in  Committee.  The  hon.  and  learned 
Attorney  General  stated  very  correctly 
that  the  practice  of  giving  10  per  cent 
additional  compensation  for  land  taken 
compulsorily  is  universal,  except  in  the 
single  case  of  land  under  the  Artizans' 
Dwellings  Act,  and  he  pointed  out  that, 
under  that  measure,  if  a  landowner 
neglects  his  property  in  a  manner  that 
requires  the  intervention  of  the  Act,  the 
arbitrator  should  not  award  any  addi- 
tional compensation.  What  I  now  pro- 
pose is  to  apply  that  principle  to  this 
Bill.  It  appears  to  me  that  if  a  land- 
owner refuses  or  neglects  to  let  land  to 
his  labourers  for  allotments,  or  declines 
to  let  the  land  to  the  Local  Authorities 
for  that  purpose,  and  it  becomes  neces- 
sary to  have  resort  to  the  compulsory 
powers,  it  is  not  right  or  fair  that  the 
man  should  receive  the  additional  10 
per  cent,  compensation.  The  effect  of 
giving  him  such  additional  compensation 
would  be  to  enable  him  to  screw  a  higher 
rent  out  of  the  Local  Authority,  and 
therefore  out  of  the  allotment  holders, 
or  else  it  would  enable  him  to  compel 
the  Local  Authority  to  put  the  compul- 
sory powers  of  the  Act  in  force,  ana  to 
incur  all  the  expenses  attending  a  com- 
pulsory  purchase.  What  I  propose  is 
to  insert  after  Clause  3  the  following 
clause : — 


*'  The  arbitrator  appointed  under  Clause  3 
of  this  Act,  in  awarding  compensation  to  any 
owner  of  land  for  land  taken  for  the  purposes 
of  this  Act,  shall  not  give  any  allowance  in 
respect  of  compulsory  purchase  thereof,  if  it  is 
proved  to  his  satisfaction  that  the  persons  for 
whom  the  land  is  required  for  allotments,  or 
the  greater  number  thereof,  are  employed  as 
labourers  upon  land  belonging  to  such  owner." 

This  appears  to  me  to  be  a  sound  prin- 
ciple to  act  upon.  It  is,  as  I  have 
pointed  out,  in  accordance  with  the 
principle  laid  down  in  the  Artizans' 
Dwellings  Act,  and  is  a  proposal  which, 
I  think,  ought  to  be  adopted  in  this 
Bill.  It  may  be  said  that  the  clause  so 
restricted  will  have  a  somewhat  limited 
application,  but  that  is  ^not  so,  because 
the  House  will  know  that  the  great  ma- 
jority of  parishes  in  this  country  belong 
to  a  single  landowner.  \_Crie9  of  **  No, 
no !"]  Well,  hon.  Members  deny  that. 
I  have  taken  some  pains  at  various 
times  to  investigate  the  statistics  on  that 
pointy  and  I  am  very  confident  that  half 
the  parishes   either   belong  to  single 
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owners  or  aro  rated  to  eingle  owners. 
[6Vf>«  of  **More!"]  Some  say  more 
than  half.  At  all  events,  it  is  certain 
ihat  some  10,000  persons  own  between 
them  three-fourths  of  all  the  agricul- 
tural land  in  England  and  Wales,  and  as 
there  are  only  12,000  rural  iDarishes  it 
seems  probably  that  I  am  right  in  what 
I  have  said,  and  that  the  majority  of  the 
parishes  either  belong  to  single  owners, 
or  that  many  of  them  belong  to  one  owner, 
and  therefore  I  say  that  the  clause  would 
not  have  a  limited  application.  It  will 
only  apply  to  the  landowner  who  has 
refused  to  give  to  the  labourers  em- 
ployed on  his  property  proper  garden 
allotments,  or  has  refused  to  lease  the 
land  to  the  Local  Authorities  at  a  rea- 
sonable rent.  In  such  cases,  and  in 
such  cases  only,  I  propose  that  the 
additional  10  per  cent,  compensation 
shall  not  be  awarded  by  the  arbitrator. 

Clause  (Additional  compensation  for 
compulsory  purchase  not  to  be  awarded 
in  certain  cases,) — {Mr.  Shaw  Lefevref) 
— Ir ought  upf  and  read  the  first  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
'*  That  the  Clause  be  read  a  second 
time." 

The  ATTOENEY  QENEEAL  (Sir 
Richard  Webster)  (Isle  of  Wight) : 
Mr.  Speaker,  for  some  of  the  'reasons  I 
urged  on  a  previous  occasion,  I  am 
obliged  to  say  that  the  Government 
cannot  accept  this  clause.  I  would  sug- 
gest to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Central  Bradford  (Mr. 
Shaw  Lefevre)  that  he  has  not  very 
carefully  studied  the  operation  of  his 
own  clause.  He  proposes  that  a  sort  of 
penalty  should  be  imposed  in  one  parti- 
cular case — that  is  to  say,  where  the 
persons  for  whom  the  land  is  required 
for  allotments,  or  the  greater  number  of 
them  are  employed  as  labourers  upon 
land  belonging  to  the  owner.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  seems  entirely  to  have 
forgotten  that,  even  assuming  the  accu- 
racy of  the  somewhat  astonishing  state- 
ment that  the  great  majority  of  parishes 
are  owned  by  single  persons,  in  nearly 
all  of  them  the  land  would  be  let  to 
farmers.  He  does  not  mean  to  say  that 
of  the  10,000  owners  who  own  parishes 
every  one  of  them  farm  their  own  land. 
If  not,  his  suggestion  amounts  to  this — 
that  if  the  farmer,  who,  under  ordinary 
circumstances,  does  provide  his  la- 
bourers with  allotments,   does    not  do 

Mr.  Shaw  Lefevre 


so  in  a 'particular  instance,  the  owner 
is  to  be  the  sufferer.     I  say  that,  as  a 
rule,  the  labourers  who  are  employed 
by  farmers  have  allotments  provided  for 
them.    But  what  is  frequently  the  case? 
Labourers  are  not  perpetually  employed 
on  the  same  farm,  and  numbers  of  them 
frequently  move  about.     Does  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  mean   by  this  clause 
that  owners  are  to  be  deprived  of  the 
additional  compensation  if  they  do  not 
provide  allotments    for    labourers  who 
are  only  employed  for  a  few  months? 
It  must  also  be  remembered  that  cir- 
cumstances   mav   arise   in    which   the 
owner  is  not  himself  able  to  provide  the 
land  in  the  way  that  the  Act  provides, 
and  the  compulsory  powers  have  to  be 
put  in  force.    All  this  is  disregarded  bv 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman.  (There  is  one 
practical  objection  to  the  clause  to  which 
I  should  like  to  allude.     It  is  proposed 
to  raise  an  issue  which  is  entirely  foreign 
to  the  functions  of  the  arbitrator  who 
has  to  settle  the  award — namely,  whe- 
ther it  can  be  satisfactorily  proved  that 
the    persons   for   whom    the    land   is 
required  for  allotments  or  the  greater 
number  of  them  are  employed  as  la- 
bourers on  land  belonging  to  the  par- 
ticular owner.     Has  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman considered  what  would  be  the 
practical  results   of    such    an    inquiry 
taking  place  ?    They  would  be  that  a 
considerable  amount  of  evidence  would 
be  taken  and  very  considerable  discussion 
would  arise.   The  whole  thing  would  be 
entirely   foreign  to  the  functions  that 
even  have  to  be  performed  by  the  arbi- 
trator who  has  to  assess  compensation. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  referred 
to  no  one  case  in  support  of  his  proposal, 
and  I  ask  the  House  not  to  agree  to  the 
clause 

Mb.'  JESSE  COLUNGS  (Birming- 
ham,  Bordesley) :  I  quite  agree  with  the 
principle  contained  in  the  Amendment, 
and,  if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Central  Bradford  goes  to  a 
Division,  I  think  I  shall  be  obliged  to 
vote  with  him.  At  the  same  time,  I 
must  point  out  that  the  difficulties  of 
putting  a  provision  of  this  kind  in  force 
would  be  very  great.  In  some  villages 
there  might  be  part  of  the  land  taken 
from  a  man  who  would  oome  under  this 
clause,  and  part  taken  from  someone 
who  would  not  come  under  the  dause. 
These  labourers  who  occupy  these  allot* 
ments  are  a  changing  quantity.     A  man 
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who  to-day  is  settled  on  the  land  will 
in  tho  course  of  a  year  or  two  years  be 
in  a  different  place  altogether.  That 
being  so,  I  hope  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man who  has  moved  this  clause  will  be 
content  with  having  stated  the  principle, 
and  will  not  go  to  a  Division  upon  it. 
After  all,  it  would  only  make  a  differ- 
ence of  l«.,  or  1*.  6rf.,  or  2s.  per  acre  in 
the  rent  of  the  allotment ;  and,  on  the 
other  hand,  there  would  be  great  ex- 
pense connected  with  the  determining  of 
the  question  involved.  Therefore,  al- 
though the  principle  is  sound,  the  prac- 
tical application  would  be  difficult.  We 
must  bear  in  mind  that  what  we  have 
to  do  is  to  make  this  Act  popular  with 
the  ratepayers  and  to  all  concerned,  and 
that  the  more  difficulties  we  place  in  the 
way  of  its  operation  the  less  likely  are 
wo  to  make  it  popular.  I  hope  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  will  not  go  to  a  Divi- 
sion. 

Mr.  WINTERBOTHAM  (Gloucester, 
Cirencester) :  Mr.  Speaker,  I  hope,  on 
the  other  hand,  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  will  go  to  a  Division.  I  do 
not  believe  that  the  landowners  of  the 
country — the  Conservative  landowners 
included — wish  for  this  compensation 
clause,  and  I  should  like  to  hear  from 
the  other  side  of  the  House  an  expres- 
sion of  opinion,  such  as  I  have  heard 
outside  the  House,  to  that  effect  This 
matter  was  somewhat  rushed  through 
Committee,  owing  to  the  application  of 
the  closure,  when  we  wanted  to  contend 
that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  landowner  to 
facilitate  the  provision  of  these  allot- 
ments. I  believe  that  a  large  number 
of  landowners  feel  it  to  be  their  duty  to 
do  this,  and  are  quite  willing  to  do  it. 
But  I  wish  to  point  out  that  it  is  the  un- 
willing landowner  who  is  tho  man  likely 
to  take  the  greatest  advantage  of  this 
compensation.  The  difficulty  you  would 
have  in  getting  Boards  of  Guardians 
to  carry  out  the  provisions  of  the  Act 
would  be  principally  due  to  fear  of  loss 
to  the  ratepayers.  That  would  be  the 
great  argument  used  against  putting  the 
measure  in  force.  The  occasional  land- 
owner has  simply  to  hold  aloof;  to  say 
— **Iwill  not  come  to  any  terms  with 
you ;  I  require  such  and  such  an  impos- 
sible rent ;  and  you  can  only  drive  me 
at  last  to  an  impossible  scale  of  com- 
pensation." He  has  only  to  take  a 
course  of  this  kind,  and  he  will  have  the 
Sanitary  Authority  at  his  mercy.  There 


will  not  be  one  Sanitary  Authority  out 
of  20  that  will  run  the  risk  of  purchasing 
under  such  conditions.  I  regret  that  the 
whole  question  was  not  thoroughly  de- 
bated in  Committee,  and  I  shall  cer- 
tainly vote  for  the  Amendment  with  the 
object  of  seeing  how  many  hon.  Gentle- 
men will  support  this  10  per  cent  extra 
value— [OiM  of  **No,  no!"]— this  10 
per  cent  fine  upon  the  labourer's  allot- 
ment, this  10  per  cent  burden  put  upon 
the  experiment  which  they  say  they  are 
so  anxious  to  pay,  this  10  per  cent  ad- 
dition to  the  value  of  the  land.  I  hope 
my  right  hon.  Friend  will  go  to  a  Divi- 
sion. 

Mr.  ISAACS  (Newington,  Walworth): 
May  I  point  out  to  the  House  how  very 
inequitably  this  clause  might  be  made 
to  work  if  it  were  carried  into  law. 
Take  the  case  of  a  Local  Authority 
wishing  to  acquire  20  acres  of  land 
situated  10  acres  on  one  side  and  10  on 
the  other  side  of  a  road.  Such  20  acres 
to  accommodate  13  labourers.  If,  with 
regard  to  the  owner  of  the  land  on  the 
right  hand  side  of  the  road,  it  could  be 
proved  that  the  labourers  were  anxious 
for  allotments,  and  that  seven  out  of  the 
13  were  employed  by  him,  the  owner 
could  be  made  to  part  with  his  land  with- 
out obtaining  any  additional  compensa- 
tion. If,  however,  on  the  left  hand  side 
of  the  road  there  were  only  six  out  of 
tho  13  labourers  to  be  provided  with 
allotments,  the  owner  would  receive 
the  additional  10  per  cent.  The  la- 
bourers employed  on  the  land  are 
always  a  varying  number,  and  conse- 
quently this  clause  would  be  a  most 
inconvenient  one  to  work.  I  think,  also, 
it  would  be  most  inequitable  in  its  ap- 
plication, and  I  hope  that  the  House — 
seeing  that  the  clause  is  one  which  will 
give  rise  to  a  large  amount  of  injustice 
and  heart-burning — will  reject  it. 

Sir  WALTER  FOSTER  (Derby, 
Ilkeston) :  This,  Sir,  is  not  the  first 
time  in  the  course  of  the  debates  on  this 
Bill  that  we  have  heard  of  injustice  to 
the  landowner.  I  do  not  think,  how- 
ever, that  anyone  on  the  opposite  side  of 
the  House  has  spoken  of  the  injustice 
to  the  labourers,  which  has  been  going 
on  for  many  generations,  and  to  which 
we  are  anxious  to  put  an  end.  I  think 
that  the  marginal  note  to  this  clause, 
instead  of  beinff  **  Additional  compensa- 
tion for  oompiusory  purchase  not  to  be 
awarded  in  certain  oases/'  ought  to  be 
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Motion  and  Clause,  by  leave,  wi'iA- 
drawn. 

Clause  (Applicttlion  of  any  surplus  ia 
hands  of  rural  Sanitary  Autbonty,) — 
(.t/r.  Cohbi^—hrovght  up,  and  read  the 
first  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Clause  be  read  a  second 
time." 

Mk.  HITCHIE  :  The  bon.  Gentle- 
man, by  this  clause,  is  looking  very  far 
into  the  future.  He  is  providing  that  a 
certain  step  shall  be  taken  by  a  Sanitary 
Authority  50  years  hence,  as  it  is  quite 
certain  that  such  an  authority  will  not 
be  doing  its  duty  if  it  does  not  borrow 
the  money  on  a  scale  of  repayment  os- 
tending  over  as  long  a  period  as  possi- 
ble. That  money  can  easily  be  borrowed 
for  50  years  from  the  Public  Works 
Xioan  Commissioners,  while  I  have  no 
doubt  that  from  other  sources  it  could 
be  obtained  for  60  years.  Now,  the 
bon.  Gentleman  wants  the  Committee  to 
decide  exactly  what  is  to  be  done  with 
a  surplus  accruing  50  or  60  years  hence. 
He  fixes  by  his  clause  a  mode  in  which 
thatdecision  is  to  be  arrived  at.  I  think 
ho  ia  going  rather  beyond  the  necessities 
of  the  case.  "We  may  fairly  leave  this 
matter  to  settle  itself  in  the  future. 

Mb.  JESSE  C0LLING8  (Birming- 
ham, Bordesley) :  I  can  hardly  under- 
stand an  bon.  Member,  who  believes  in 
local  self-government,  desiring  to  tie 
tho  hands  of  a  Local  Authority  in  a 
matter  like  this.  The  object  of  those 
who  believe  in  the  principle  of  local 
aelf-govornment  is  to  enlarge  the  powers 
of  Local  Authoritioa,  especially  as  they 
are  to  be  placed  on  a  better  representa- 
tive footing,  Hon.  Members  may  smile, 
but  if  they  had  had  the  experience  which 
my  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  the 
Ilkeston  Division  of  Derby  (Sir  Walter 
Foster)  and  myself  have  had,  they  would 
see  the  desirability  of  trying  to  give  as 
large  powers  as  possible  to  a  Local  Autho- 
rity, instead  of  interfering  with  or  curtail- 
ing them.  This  clause  seeks  to  bind  the 
hands  of  Local  Authorities,  not  only  fo: 
tiie  present,  but  for  all  time ;  and  yet 
the  hon.  Member  states,  in  a  contradic- 
tory manner,  that  the  surplus  is  to  be 
spont  for  the  benefit  of  the  ratepayers  of 
a  parish,  as  they,  by  resolution  in  vestry, 
publicly  summoned,  shall  decide.  But 
that  is  a  power  which  they  will  possess 
even  if  this  proposalis  not  carried;  and, 
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therefore,  I  hope  the  Motion  will  not  be 
pressed. 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Mr.  OHANNING  (Northampton,  E.): 
I  beg  to  move  the  following  clause:— 

"  Nothing  in  this  Aot  bIibU  enable  any  mii- 
tary  authority  to  purahaBS  compnlaorilf  uy  i 
existing  labourere'  allotments,  whether  attached 
to  cottages  or  detached  therofrom,  or  anj-  lud  1 
owDed  or  bired  on  lease  by  any  aaaociation  ot 
■odety  legiitered  ander  the  Friendly  Sooistiu 
Acts,  or  under  the  Industrial  and  FroTidcnt 
Societies  Aota,  and  Mtoally  let  or  in  procai  of 
being  let  in  allotmeuts  to  member*  of  inch 
aoQieties," 

and  I  hope  that  the  Goverament  will  we 
their  way  to  accept  it.  It  is  very  simple 
and  is  proposed  chiefly  in  the  intermt) 
of  many  useful  friendly  aocieties  which, 
in  country  districts,  hare  acquired  or  are 
acquiring  land  for  the  purpose  of  letting 
it  out  in  allotments  to  their  members. 
One  of  my  friends  who  represents  > 
Division  of  Torkehire  telle  me  that  in 
several  parts  of  that  county  there  are 
friendly  and  co-operatire  societies— 
espeoially  in  the  larger  towns — which 
have  hired  land  some  distance  out- 
side their  district,  and  have  ased  it  for 
allotments  with  a  view  to  providing 
vegetables  and  other  produce  for  the 
consumption  of  their  oWB  members.  I 
hope  that  the  Government  will  accept 
the  principle  of  this  claoae,  and  will 
either  agree  to  it  as  I  have  framed  it  or 
accept  tiie  Amendment  whioh,  as  an 
alternative,  I  am  prepared  to  move,  on 
Keport,  to  Sub-section  6,  of  Clause  3, 
which  tends  In  the  same  direction.  It 
is  not  only  highly  desirable  to  protect 
the  existing  interests  of  sUatment 
holders  who  may  have  improved  their 
holdings,  but,  one  of  the  objeots  of  this 
Bill  being  to  enooutage  voluntary  effort 
for  the  provision  of  land,  so  far  as 
possible,  I  think  it  is  most  desirable  to 
protect  such  experiments,  and  to  leave 
societies  such  as  I  have  mentioned,  and 
to  exclude  them  from  compulsory  pur- 
chase. 

Clause  (Exclusion  of  labourers'  allot- 
ments, &c.,  from  compulsory  purchase,^ 
— (Mr.  CAanntn;,)— M'oit^Ai  up,  andread 
tho  first  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Clause  be  read  a   second 

Thb  president  of  tee  IiOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  Eitohib) 
(Tower  Hamlets,  St.  George's) :  Sir,  I 
oannot  conceive  that  any  Sanitaty  Autho- 
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rity  would  ever  desire  to  purchase  com- 
pulsorily  allotments  of  this  kind  pro- 
vided that  they  were  let  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  the  Bill  at  rea- 
sonable rents.  But  I  do  not  think  it 
would  do  to  exclude  all  such  lands  from 
the  operation  of  the  Bill,  because  it 
might  be  that  they  wore  the  most  desir- 
able contiguous  to  the  neighbourhood , 
and  they  might  be  let  at  rents  in  excess 
of  their  agricultural  value,  and  in  such 
case  I  do  not  think  it  would  be  in  the 
public  interest  to  absolutely  debar  the 
Sanitary  Authority  from  purchasing 
them. 

Question  put,  and  n$gat%v$d. 

Clause  (Costs  to  be  awarded  in  cer- 
tain cases,) 

**  Where  any  Bill  for  confirming  a  Provi- 
sional Order  authorising  an  improvement 
scheme  is  referred  to  a  Committee  of  eithei 
House  of  Parliament  upon  the  petition  of  any 
person  opposing  such  Bill,  the  Committee  shall 
take  into  consideration  the  circumstances  under 
which  such  opposition  is  made  to  the  Bill,  and 
whether  such  opposition  was  or  was  not  justi- 
fied by  the  circumstances,  and  shall  award  costs 
accordingly  to  be  paid  by  the  promoters  or  the 
opponents  of  the  Bill,  as  the  Committee  may 
think  just, 

''  Any  costs  under  this  section  may  be  taxed 
and  recovered  in  the  manner  in  which  costs 
may  be  taxed  and  recovered  under  the  twenty - 
eighth  and  twenty- ninth  Victoria,  chapter 
twenty-seven. 

"The  decision  of  the  majority  of  the  Mem- 
bers of  the  Committee  for  the  time  being  pre- 
sent and  voting  on  any  question  under  this 
section  shall  be  deemed  to  be  the  decision  of  the 
Committee.** 

{Mr,  Shaw  Lefevre,)  hrought  up^  and  read 
the  first  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question,  *^That 
the  Clause  be  read  a  second  time,"  put, 
and  agreed  to. 

Clause  added. 

Mr.  CONYBEARE  rCornwalJ,  Cam- 

borne),  in  moving  the  following  clause :  — 

**  Upon  any  scheme  for  providing  common 
pasture  being  proposed,  an  inquiry  shall  be 
made  as  to  what  lands,  if  any,  within  the 
parish  or  district  were  formerly  common  lands, 
and  when,  and  under  what  conditions,  and  upon 
what  terms  they  have  been  enclosed.  And  such 
lands  shall  be,  in  the  first  instance,  selected  in 
preference  to  other  lands  for  the  purposes  of 
such  scheme  of  common  pasture.  And  the  said 
lands  shall  be  taken  at  a  valuation  not  exceed- 
ing the  price  at  which  it  may  be  ascertained 
that  the  same  were  valued  at  the  date  of  their 
inclosure,  deducting  therefrom  the  amount  of 
compensation  money,  if  any,  paid  at  the  time 
to  the  parties  interested  therein  ;  or,  if  such 
previous  valuation  be  not  ascertainable,  then 
the  said  lands  shall  be  taken  for  such  scheme 
as  aforesaid  at  the  current  market  value  for 


agricultural  land  in  the  said  district,  without 
any  addition  thereto  for  severance  or  other- 
wise,** 

said  :  I  put  this  clause  on  the  Paper  in 
order  to  carry  out  what  the  Government 
have  declared  to  be  their  intention.     On 
a  recent  occasion  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man explained  that  in  making  provision 
for  establishing  a  common   pasture  it 
was  the   desire  of  the  Government  to 
return  to  the  system,  the  ancient  system 
of  this  country  under  which  there  was  a 
large  acreage  of  common  land.     My  con- 
tention   is    that     if    the    Government 
really  propose   to    return    to   the  old 
system,  they  should  do  so  in  a  thorough 
manner,  and  not  in  a  half-hearted  way. 
I  therefore   suggest   that  in  returning 
to  the  ancient  system  they  should  en- 
deavour   to    make    restitution    for  the 
spoliation    of    common    lands    which 
Reports  of  Select  Committee  has  proved 
to  have  taken  place.    I  desire   to   call 
attention  for  one  moment  to  the  facts 
of  this  case.     I  do  not  hesitate  to  call 
it  robbery  of  the  poor  in  the  matter  of 
depriving  them  of  their  common  lands. 
[^InterruptionJ]      Hon.    Gentlemen    op- 
posite seem  to  be  impatient,  but  I  may 
remind  them  that  I  have  not  spoken  yet 
this  evening  in  the  debate  on  the  pro- 
visions of  this  Bill,  I  propose  to  occupy 
a  short  time,  and  I  hope  they  will  not 
interrupt  me.     I  will  not  ask  the  Com- 
mittee to  go  farther  back  than  1845  in 
order  to  ascertain  how  the  lands  of  the 
poor  have  been  taken  away  from  them  by 
rich  landlords  by  means  of  Enclosure 
Acts.    A  Committee  reported    on   the 
working  of  those  Acts  in  1869,  it  being 
appointed  to  consider  how  far  the  provi- 
sions relating  to  the  labouring  poor  were 
being  carried  out,  and  whether,  in  order 
to   properly  protect  the  public  interest, 
the  Act  required  amending  in  the  matter 
of  the  provision  of  spaces  for  recreation 
and   for  allotments  for  the  labouring 
poor.     In  the  course  of  the  inquiry  by 
that  Committee,  it  was  ascertained  that 
out  of  368,000  acres  subject  to   these 
special  provisions  only  2,223  had  been 
sub-let    for    playgrounds,    and     1,742 
for    allotments.      I    think    that    is    a 
sufficient    condemnation    of    the    con- 
duct of  the  landlords  and  a  sufficient 
refutation     of    the     views     we     have 
heard  expressed  about  the  generosity  of 
the  landowners  in   giving  allotments. 
It  was  also  proved  that  none  but  agri- 
culturists were  allowed  under  the  title 
of  ''  the  labouring  poor."    Upon  89)791 
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acres  enclosed  no  allotments  had  been 
made  at  all.  The  noble  Lord  who  had 
the  Bill  of  1845  in  charge,  said,  in 
in  moving  its  second  reading,  that  in  19 
out  of  20  cases  the  conditions  of  en- 
closure neglected  to  secure  the  rights  of 
the  poor.  I  have,  in  my  hand,  a  well- 
known  volume  of  essays  by  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Central 
Bradford  (Mr.  Shaw  Lefevre),  in  which 
he  sums  up  the  operation  of  the  en- 
closure. He  says  that  though  the  pro- 
vision was  made  to  guard  public 
interests,  in  practical  working  the  Acts 
wore  detrimental  to  the  interests  of  the 
labouring  people. — \^ Inter ruptton,']  Well 
if  I  am  to  be  interrupted-— 

Mr.  speaker  :  Order,  order ! 

Mr.  CONYBEA.RE :  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  continues — No  regard  is  had 
to  the  interests  of  the  public.    He  adds — 

"  Commons  were  enclosod  which  were  in  no 
way  suitable  for  cultivation,  and  which,  in 
thoir  natural  state,  were  of  far  f^eater  value  to 
the  population,  many  being  within  easy  reach 
of  a  large  proportion  of  the  population.*' 

I  have  quoted  this  statement  by 
a  high  authority  in  order  to  show 
the  enormous  quantities  of  public  lands 
in  this  country  which  have  been 
deliberately  taken  away  from  [poor 
people,  and  diverted  to  the  interests  and 
uses  and  wealth  of  rich  and  powerful 
landlords.  Now,  that  is  t]ie  charge 
which  we  make  against  the  landowning 
class,  and  I  challenge  them  to  disprove 
it  if  they  possibly  can.  That  being  the 
state  of  things,  I  ask  the  Government, 
when  they  talk  of  returning  to  the 
ancient  order  of  things,  not  to  be  half- 
hearted about  it,  but  in  order  to  carry 
out  the  policy  of  relieving  the  rate- 
l^ayers  of  the  expense  which  the  Bill 
may  impose  on  them  to  see  whether 
they  cannot,  by  restoring  to  the  public 
some,  at  least,  of  that  land  which  has 
been  stolen  from  them  in  past  times, 
secure  for  their  Act  a  cheaper  and  more 
efficient  working  than  they  otherwise 
could.  Therefore,  I  propose  that  where 
any  scheme  is  undertaken  for  providing 
common  pastures,  an  inquiry  shall  be 
held  as  to  what  common  lands  have  been 
in  the  past  taken  away,  upon  what 
terms,  and  under  what  conditions.  I 
do  not  think  that  any  injustice  can  be 
done  by  this,  but  to  make  sure  it  is  not, 
I  propose  that  such  lands  should  be 
taken  at  a  price  not  exceeding  their 
ascertained  value  at  the  time  of  enclo- 
sure.    That  is  a  very  simple  proposal.  I 

Mr,  Conyheare 


Hon.  Members  opposite  may  meet  it  by 
declaring  that  it  is  a  policy  of  confisca- 
tion, of  spoliation.  I  can  only  reply  that 
the  object  is  to  restore  to  the  public  that 
which  has  been  taken  from  them  by 
confiscation  and  by  spoliation  in  the 
past.  There  is  embodied  in  the  provi- 
sion a  policy  of  mutual  concession.  The 
Government,  by  accepting  it,  would  re- 
lieve the  ratepayers,  and  make  their  Bill 
more  workable.  I  shall  consider  it  my 
duty  to  press  this  matter  to  a  Division. 

Clause  1  (In  providing  common  pas- 
ture, ancient  common  lands  to  be  first 
selected, ) — {Mr,  Cont/heare, ) — brought  up, 
and  read  the  first  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
^'  That  the  Clause  be  now  read  a  second 
time." 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  (Sir 
RiOHABD  Webster)  (Isle  of  Wight) : 
The  hon.  Member  has  told  us  it  will  b 
his  duty  to  speak  once  in  every  debate 
on  this  Bill.  [Mr.  Conybsake:  No.] 
Then  I  misunderstood  the  hon.  Member. 
But  I  certainly  think  it  is  unfortanate 
he  should  have  felt  it  his  duty  to  speak 
at  length  on  such  a  clause  as  this.  He 
professes  to  have  the  interests  of  the 
labourers  at  heart ;  he  says  he  wishes  to 
simplify  procedure  to  market  cheap,  and 
to  remove  every  obstacle  to  the  success- 
ful working  of  the  Bill.  How  does  ho 
do  so  ?  He  proposes,  as  a  first  step,  that 
in  every  parish  for  which  allotments  are 
held,  and  where  formerly  tiiere  were 
common  lands,  an  inquiry  shall  be  held 
as  to  when  and  under  what  conditions 
the  conversion  took  place.  I  should 
like  to  know  how  long  such  an  inquiry 
would  take ;  how  the  allotment  qu^tion 
would  come  out  of  it ;  and  how  much  the 
expense  would  be  increased?  Again, 
whether  these  lands  are  suitable  or  not, 
simply  because  of  the  fact  that  they 
have  been  enclosed,  are  to  be  taken  in 
prefereuce  to  other  lands.  In  support 
of  his  contention,  he  read  some  passages 
out  of  a  book  by  the  right  hon.  Gentlo- 
man  the  Member  for  Central  Bradford, 
which  had  not  the  slightest  application 
to  the  matter,  as  he  seemed  to  see,  for 
he  dropped  the  book  very  suddenly.  It 
referred  to  rough  land — land  used  for 
recreation  purposes,  and  certainly  not 
suitable  for  labourers'  allotments.  Then 
he  proposes  a  further  inquiry  as  to  the 
prices  at  which  it  is  to  be  bought.  The 
clause  is  not  one  which  could  oe  of  any 
service  to  the  cause  which  hoii.  Mem- 
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bers  who  desire  to  pass  this  Bill  have  at 
heart. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided : — Ayes  31  ;  Noes 
118:  Majority  87.  [2.50  a.m.] 

AYES 


Abraham,  W.  (Lime- 
rick, W.) 
Ballantine,  W.  H.  W. 
Biggar,  J.  (>. 
Burt,  T. 
Campbell,  H. 
Carow,  J.  L. 
Channing,  F.  A. 
Clancy,  J.  J. 
Clark,  Dr.  G.  B. 
Cobb,  H.  P. 
Conway,  M. 
Cossham,  H. 
Dillwyn,  L.  L. 
Finucane,  J. 
Flynn,  J.  C. 
Fuller,  O.  P. 
Hajme,  C.  Seale- 


Hunter,  W.  A. 
Lawson,  H.  L.  W. 
M*Artliur,  W.  A. 
Nolan,  J. 
O'Brien,  P. 
O'KeUy,  J. 
Pickersgill,  E.  H. 
Quinn,  T. 
RowlandB,  J. 
Sexton,  T. 
Stack,  J. 
Stewart,  H. 
Tanner,  C.  K. 
Winterbotham,  A.  B. 

TBLLBRS. 

Conybeare,  0.  A  V. 
Kenny,  M.  J. 


NOES. 


Addison.,  J.  E.  W. 
Agg-Gardner,  J.  T. 
Ambrose,  W. 
Amherst,  W.  A.  T. 
Anstruther,  H.  T. 
Ashmead-Bartlett,  E. 
Baden-Powell,  G.  S. 
Barry,  A.  H.  Smith- 
Bates,  Sir  E. 
Beach,  W.  W.  B. 
Beadel,  W.  J. 
Beresford,  Lord  C.  W. 

de  la  Poer 
Bethell,  Commander  G. 

R. 
Bigwood,  J. 
Blundell,  Col.H.B.  H. 
Brodrick,  hon.  W.  St. 

J.  F. 
Bruce,  Lord  H. 
Burghley,  Lord 
Caldwell,  J. 
Campbell,  J.  A. 
Carmarthen,  Marq.  of 
Chamberlain,  R. 
Clarke,  Sir  E.  G. 
Colling^,  J. 
Colomb,  Capt.  J.  C.  R. 
Cooke,  C.  W.  R. 
Cotton,  Capt.  E.  T.  D. 
Courtney,  L.  H. 
Dalrymple,  Sir  C. 
Davenport,  H.  T. 
DeLi8le,E.J.  L.  M.P. 
De  Worms,  Baron  H. 
Dimsdalo,  Baron  R. 
Dyke,  right  hon.    Sir 

W.  H. 
Egerton,  hon.  A.  de  T. 
Elton,  C.  I. 
Evelyn,  W.  J. 
Eyre,  Colonel  H. 
Fellowos,  A.  F. 
Fergusson,  right  hon. 

Sir  J. 


Finch,  G.  H. 
Fisher,  W.  H. 
Fitzgerald,  R.  U.  P. 
Fi  tz- Wygram,  General 

Sir  F.  W. 
Fletcher,  Sir  H. 
Folkestone,  right  hon. 

Viscount 
For  wood,  A.  B. 
Eraser,  General  0.  0. 
Gedge,  S. 
Gent-Davis,  R. 
Gibson,  J.  G. 
Giles,  A. 
Gilliat,  J.  S. 
Godson,  A.  F. 
Goldsworthy,    Major- 

General  W.  T. 
Goschen,  rt.  hon.  G.  J. 
Grimston,  Viscount 
Hall.  C. 
Hamilton,  right  hon. 

Lord  G.  F. 
Hamilton,  Col.  C.  E. 
Hamley,  Gen.  Sir  E. 

B. 
Heathcote,  Capt.  J.  H. 

Edwardji- 
Herbert,  hon.  S. 
Hill,  right  hon.  I<ord 

A.  W. 
Holland,     right    hon. 

Sir  H.  T. 
Hornby,  W.  H. 
Hunt,  F.  S. 
Isaacs,  L.  H. 
Jackson,  W.  L. 
Jarvis,  A.  W. 
Kenyon  -  Slaney,  Col. 

Kimber,  H. 
King-Harman,   right 

hon.  Colonel  E.  R. 
Knowles,  L. 
Lafone,  A. 


Robertson,  J.  P.  B. 

Round,  J. 

Selwin  -  Ibbetson,  rt. 

hon.  Sir  H.  J. 
Selwyn,  Captain  C.JW. 
Sidebotham,  J.  W. 
Smith,  rt.  hon.  W.  H. 
Stanhope,  rt.  hon.  E. 
Stephens,  H.  C. 
Temple,  Sir  R. 
Theobald,  J. 
Tollemaoho,  H.  J. 
Tomlinson,  W.  E.  M. 
Vincent,  C.  E.  H. 
Watson,  J. 
Webster,  Sir  R.  E. 
Webster,  R.  G. 
Weymouth,  Viscount 
Whitmore,  C.  A. 
Wood,  N. 
Wortley,  0.  B.  Stuart- 

TBLLBRS. 

Douglas,  A.  Akers- 
Walrond,  Col.  W.  H. 


Lawrance,  J.  C. 
Lawson,  Sir  W. 
Lefevre,  rt.  hn.G.  J.  S. 
Lewisham,  right  hon. 

Viscount 
Long,  W.  H. 
Macdonald,  right  hon. 

J.  H.  A. 
M»Laren,  W.  S.  B- 
Matthews,  rt.  hn.  H. 
Maxwell,  Sir  H.  E. 
Mayne,  Admiral  R.  C. 
Mills,  hon.  C.  W. 
MUvain,  T. 
Mowbray,  R.  G.  C. 
Northcote,  hon.  H.  S. 
Parker,  hon.  F. 
Pearce,  Sir  W. 
PeUy,  Sir  L. 
Plunket,  right  hon.  D. 

R. 
Plunkett,  hon.  J.  W. 
PoweU,  F.  S. 
Rasch,  Major  F.  C. 
Reed,  H.  B. 
Ritchie,  rt.  hn.  C.  T. 

Clause  2  (Duty  of  sanitary  authority 
to  acquire  land  for  allotments). 

Mr.  CHANNING  (Northampton,  E.) : 
It  will  he  in  the  recollection  of  ho  a. 
Memhers  that  an  Amendment  similar  to 
that  I  am  now  about  to  move  was  re- 
jected in  Committee,  but,  as  I  think,  and 
as  I  felt  at  the  time,  on  a  distinct  mis- 
understanding of  the  words — namely, 
that  the  Amendment  necessitated  a 
public  meeting  under  all  circumstances 
— but  the  words  did  not  necessitate  such 
an  inquiry  under  all  circumstances,  but 
only  when  the  Sanitary  Authority  deemed 
that  the  representation  was  based  on  in- 
sufficient grounds.  The  object  of  my 
present  Amendment  is  to  secure  that  when 
it  is  suggested  to  them  that  the  demand 
is  based  on  insufficient  grounds  that  they 
shall  not  reject  it  without  holding  an 
inquiry,  and  having  the  statements  upon 
which  the  representation  is  made  dis- 
proved. What  I  wish  to  test  is  whether 
the  Government  are  really  prepared  to 
make  the  initiative  steps  really  effective, 
or  whether  the  initiative  power  of  re- 
presentation g^ven  to  electors  under  the 
2nd  clause  shall  be  without  any  weight 
whatever.  As  the  clause  at  present 
stands  it  is  worth  nothing,  the  whole 
decision  depends  upon  the  state  of  mind 
of  the  Sanitary  Authority ;  and  what  I 
want  is  that,  if  the  Sanitary  Authority 
refuses  the  application  for  allotments, 
that  shall  only  be  done  after  an  inquiry 
has  been  held,  and  if  the  statements  of 
the  representation  have  been  shown 
to  be   unreasonable.    I  hope  the  Go- 
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vernment  may  accept  it.  When  I 
moved  it  in  Committee,  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  the  Sleaford 
Division  of  Lincolnshire  (Mr.  Chaplin) 
accepted  the  principle  ;  but  the  Amend- 
ment itself  was  rejected  because  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite  misun- 
derstood my  meaning,  and  supposed  it 
would  necessitate  an  inquiry  under  all 
circumstances. 

Amendment  proposed, 

In  page  1,  line  14,  before  the  word  "of," 
to  insert  the  words,  "  unless  the  statements  of 
such  representations  are  proved  to  be  without 
foundation,  at  an  inquiry  hold  by  such  authority, 
within  such  urban  district,  or  such  parish  or.*' 
— (iWr.  Channinff.) 

Question  proposed,  '^  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  EITCHIE  :  What  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman wishes  to  provide  is  that  every 
time  a  representation  is  made  by  six 
electors  in  the  parish,  or  in  such  district, 
then  this  representation  shall  be  taken 
to  have  been  proved,  and  that  such  need 
exists,  unless  by  inquiry  the  Sanitary 
Authority  are  satisfied  that  such  repre- 
sentations are  not  based  on  fact.  Yet 
the  hon.  Gentleman  says  he  does  not 
ask  for  a  public  inquiry.  But  I  ask 
what  other  form  of  inquiry  would  be 
acceptable  or  possible  where  the  onus 
would  lie  on  the  Sanitary  Authority  to 
prove  that  the  representation  was  not  a 
proper  or  right  one  ? 

Mr.  CHANNING  :  I  said  I  did  not 
ask  for  it  under  all  circumstances. 

Mr.  EITCHIE :  The  words  are— 

"  Unless  such  representation  is  proved  to  be 
without  foundation  at  an  inquiry  held  by  such 
sanitary  authority,*' 

which  clearly  points  out  that  it  is  their 
duty  every  time  a  representation  is 
made  by  six  electors  to  accept  that  as 
proof  of  fact,  unless  they  hold  an  in- 
quiry which  of  necessity  must  be  pub- 
lic. Now,  this  is  simply  the  old  Amend- 
ment we  discussed  in  Committee,  and  I 
showed  then  that  it  would  simply  tend 
to  expense  turmoil  and  trouble  to  intro- 
duce it,  and  the  Goverment  now,  as  then, 
cannot  accept  it. 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  1, 
line  16,  after  the  word  **  allotments "  in- 
sert the  words,  **  for  the  labouring 
population." — {Mr,  Ritchie,) 

Question  proposed,  **  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

Mr,  Channing 


Sir  WALTEE  FOSTEE  (Derby, 
Ilkeston) ;  I  should  like  the  rigbt  hoD. 
Gentleman  the  President  of  tbe  Local 
Government  Board  to  explain.  Will  this 
definition  include  small  shopkeepers  and 
other'members  of  the  community — what 
classes  will  be  allowed  to  have  allot- 
ments ? 

Mr.  HALLEY  STEWAET  (Lincoh- 
shire,  Spalding) :  Before  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  replies,  let  me  point  out  that 
he  is  very  considerably  narrowing  the 
scope  of  the  Bill  by  introducing  these 
words.  The  Bill  itself  makes  no  refer- 
ence whatever  to  the  labouring  popula- 
tion. 

Mb.  EITCHIE :  Yes ;  the  very  title. 

Me.  HALLEY  STEWAET:  The 
title  does,  and  I  have  put  down  a  proposal 
to  amend  that.  But  the  main  text  of 
the  Bill,  irrespective  of  the  title,  makes 
no  reference  to  the  labouring  popula- 
tion, and  the  reason  I  apprehend  why 
such  words  were  not  inserted  was  be- 
cause there  was  an  objection  to  such  a 
definition,  because  in  many  cases  Sani- 
tary Authorities  might  so  oonstrue  the 
Bill  that  it  should  only  apply  to  those 
actually  engaged  in  daily  labour.  Now, 
there  are  many  small  shopkeepers  who 
increase  their  income  by  the  sale  of  the 
produce  of  an  acre  of  land,  and  they 
might  fairly  be  excluded  by  these  words. 
If  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  inserts  this 
Amendment,  I  am  convinced  the  effect 
will  be  to  exclude  many  persons  who 
would  not  be  excluded  were  the  Bill 
allowed  to  remain  as  it  now  stands.  I 
hope  he  will  not  press  the  Amendment ; 
if  he  does  I  shall  certainly  divide  against 
it.  The  Bill  was  proposed  as  an  auxil- 
iary to  persons  who  have  some  other 
scanty  means  of  existence— saj,  holders 
of  annuities  of  7«.  or  8«.  a-week,  those 
who  receive  an  annuity  from  the  (Jo- 
vernraent,  retired  soldiers  and  such 
like,  and  shop  assistants  and  dorks, 
who  could  not  be  classed  as  labourers. 
I  hope  the  right  hon.  GFentleman  will 
not  press  it. 

Mk.  GEDGE  (Stockport):  I  also 
would  beg  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
not  to  press  the  Amendment.  Among 
the  population  of  towns  there  is  a  grow- 
ing need  of  allotments,  and  they  would 
not  come  under  the  definition  of  labour- 
ing population,  though  the  Bill  would 
be  just  as  much  advantage  to  them. 

Mr.  EITCHIE :  The  hon.  Member 
is  mistaken  in  supposing  there  is  nothing 
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in  the  Bill  having  reference  to  the  la- 
bouring classes  ;  the  Bill  itself  is  insti- 
tuted a  Bill  to  afford  facilities  for  afford- 
ing allotments  to  the  labouring  classes ; 
and,  I  may  say  at  once,  it  was  the 
intention  of  the  Government  in  bring- 
ing in  the  Bill  that  it  should  be  for 
the  benefit  of  the  labouring  popula- 
tion, and  in  Committee,  and  throughout 
its  progress,  it  has  been  discussed  upon 
that  supposition,  every  speaker  bringing 
prominently  to  the  front  the  fact  that  it 
IS  intended  for  the  labouring  classes. 
Though  the  object  has  been  clearly  de- 
fined in  the  title,  it  has  been  thought 
desirable  to  make  the  meaning  clear  in 
the  text,  and  that  is  the  intention  by 
this  Amendment.  I  know  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Member  for  the  Spalding 
Division  of  Lincolnshire  (Mr.  Halley 
Stewart)  holds  strong  views  on  the  ques- 
tion of  land.  I  think  I  am  not  going 
beyond  his  views  when  I  say  he  believes 
that  every  man  born  of  woman  has  a 
claim  to  an  allotment. 

Mr.  halley  STEWART :  A  right. 

Mr.  RITCHIE :  I  am  not  going  to 
argue  that  now ;  it  is  much  too  long 
an  argument  to  enter  upon;  but  he 
will  not  be  surprised  if  I  say  that  I  do 
not  quite  concur  in  his  contention.  But 
he  will  admit  that  the  first  class  of 
people  claiming  consideration  are  the 
labouring  classes.  If  you  extend  the 
principle  beyond  the  working  classes, 
then  the  effect  will  be  that  where  suit- 
able land  is  limited,  you  will,  by  the 
extension,  prevent  the  very  class  you 
desire  to  have  allotments  from  obtain- 
ing them.  I  do  not  wish  to  draw  the 
limit  too  finely,  and  I  have  no  doubt 
that  within  our  limit  the  Sanitary  Au- 
thority will  exercise  discretion;  but 
what  we  wish  to  represent  clearly  and 
distinctly  to  the  Sanitary  Authority  is, 
that  the  main  aim  and  object  of  this 
Bill  is  to  provide  allotments  for  the 
labouring  classes. 

Mr.  COBB  (Warwick,  S.E.,  Rugby) : 
I  am  very  glad  that  we  have  an  oppor- 
tunity now  of  knowing  at  last  what  the 
intention  of  the  Government  has  been 
in  regard  to  this  Bill.  I  must  say  for 
myself — and,  at  the  same  time,  I  know 
I  express  the  opinion  of  many  Members 
on  this  side— that  if  I  had  had  any  idea 
that  it  was  the  intention  from  the  first 
to  exclude  classes  of  men  who  have 
in  our  discussions  been  alluded  to  over 
and  over  again,   I,   and  many  of  us, 

VOL.  CCCXX,    [thikd  series.] 


would  have  voted  against  the  second 
reading  of  the  Bill.  I  dare  say  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  is  not  aware 
how  the  Amendment  he  proposes  to 
introduce  into  the  Act,  interpreted  as 
it  will  be,  let  us  not  forget,  in  hos- 
tility to  applicants  by  the  Boards  of  Guar- 
dians, will  tend  to  narrow  the  operation 
of  the  Act.  I  understand  that  in  the 
Irish  Act  this  was  so  constantly  felt  that 
other  Acts  had  to  be  passed  for  inter- 
pretation purposes. 

Mr.   RITCHIE:     It  is  confined  to 
agricultural  labourers. 

Mr.  COBB  :  My  hon.  Friend  just  now 
alluded  to  towns,  and  I  know  that  in 
my  Division,  at  Rugby,  Kenil worth, 
Southara,  Kineton,  and  other  places — 
there  are  a  number  of  men  who 
cannot  be  said  to  belong  to  the  labour- 
ing class  who  certainly  are  looking 
forward  to  having  allotments — men  of 
the  class  of  small  shopkeepers,  clerks, 
and  also  shop-assistants  and  apprentices. 
There  are  all  sorts  of  men  in  these 
positions  of  life  in  towns,  and  why 
should  they  not  have  allotments  ?  We 
certainly  contemplated  that  the  Bill 
would  give  everyone  the  opportunity  of 
getting  an  allotment ;  and,  depend  upon 
it,  to  do  so  would  be  a  national  benefit, 
and  would  tend  to  increase  the  wealth 
of  the  country.  I  shall  certainly  loin 
with  the  hon.  Member  for  ^the  Spalding 
Division  of  Lincolnshire  in  opposing  the 
Amendment. 

Mr.  WINTERBOTHAM  (Gloucester. 
Cirencester) :  I  am  very  glad  indeed 
that  we  shall  be  able  to  show  the  coun- 
try how  this  small,  this  miserable  Bill 
is  being  whittled  down.  Had  this 
Amendment  been  proposed  in  **  another 
place,''  I  should  not  have  been  surprised , 
and  I  am  very  glad  the  hon.  Member  for 
Stockport  (Mr.  Gedge)  has,  from  the  other 
side  of  the  House,  entered  his  protest 
against  it.  This  Bill  has  been  looked 
forward  to  by  dwellers  in  towns  and 
large  villages  as  a  distinct  benefit  to 
them.  There  are  large  numbers  of 
small  tradesmen,  clerks,  foremen,  me- 
chanics, people  who  could  not  be  classed 
among  the  labouring  population,  to 
whom  this  Bill  would  undoubtedly  be  a 
great  benefit,  and  you  are  going  to  shut 
them  out  at  the  last  moment  by  putting  in 
the  words  *  labouring  population  to  be  in- 
terpreted by  Boards  of  Guardians. ' '  I  hope, 
at  all  events,  that  Members  opposite  who 
represent  oonstituenoieB  where  they  know 
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vernment  Board  would  have  the  smallest 
objection  to  leaving  this  definition  out 
altogether,  if  the  House  wishes.  We 
were  pressed  to  give  some  definition, 
and  it  was  pointed  out  that  if  the  Local 
Authorities  were  called  on  to  pay  too 
high  a  rent  they  would  not  be  obtaining 
the  allotments  in  the  manner  desired  by 
the  House.  I  must  say  that  it  is  rather 
strange  that  no  hon.  Gentleman  has 
attempted  to  put  a  definition  on  the 
Paper. 

Mr.  CHANNING  (Northampton.  E.)  : 
A  definition  was  proposed  in  Com- 
mittee. 

Sir    RICHARD    WEBSTER:    The 
hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for  the  Ilkes- 
ton   Division    of    Derby    (Sir    Walter 
Foster)  has  kept  his  in  his  pocket,  but 
he   has  not  abstained  from   criticizing 
other  people's  proposals.     It  must  be 
remembered  that  some  of  the  allotments 
will  be  let  from  year  to  year,  and  some 
for  longer  periods.     The   Amendment 
makes  no  provision,  however,  for  meet- 
ing  differences  in  tenure.     Of  course, 
the  Local  Authorities,  in    considering 
the  price  to  be  given  for  land,  would 
take  into  account  the  value  of  land  of 
similar  quality  in  the    neighbourhood. 
The  hon.  Member  has  forgotten,  when 
he  talks  about  the  prices  paid  for  allot- 
ments in  country  districts,  that  when  a 
landlord  lets  land  for  allotments  he  pays 
all  the  rates,  taxes,  and  tithes.     This 
being  the  case,  of  course  the  rent  paid 
for  allotments  would  average  a  higher 
amount  than  that  paid  for  ordinary  agri- 
cultural land.     I  submit  that  my  right  j 
hon.  Friend  the  President  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  has  shown  that  this 
definition  gives  a  fair  standard  of  the 
rent  to  be  paid  for  allotments,  and  that 
it  is  a  distinct  fulfilment  of  our  pledge. 

Mb.  HALLEY  STEWART  (Lincoln- 
shire,  Spalding) :  I  wish  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  President  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  would  tell  us  whe- 
ther he  is  or  is  not  aware  that  the  rent 
paid  to  landlords  for  allotments  is 
generally  double  that  paid  for  agricul- 
tural land.  [(7rfMo/*'No,  no!*']  Well, 
I  speak  within  my  own  knowledge  when 
I  say  that  I  could  take  him  into  Lincoln- 
shire and  show  him  allotment  land  of 
exactly  the  same  quality,  in  exactly  the 
same  place,  and  able  to  produce  equally 
good  crops  under  the  same  cultivation 
as  the  agricultural  land  surrounding  it, 
and  yet  which  is  let  at  double  the  price 

Sir  Rivhird  Webster 


of  the  neighbouring  agricultural  land. 
It  is  a  standing  grievance  in  our  agri- 
cultural constituencies  that  the  landlord 
does  make  the  labourer  pay  for  allot- 
ments double  and  sometimes  treble  that 
which  is  payable  for  agricultural  land. 
We  think  we  are  asking  a  very  small 
concession  from  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  President  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  when  we  request  him  to 
omit  the  words  ''for  an  allotment."  If 
the  landowner  obtains  the  average 
value  of  agricultural  land  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood, he  surely  ought  to  be  content. 
I  hope  that  this  House,  or  rather  the 
minority  in  this  House,  will  place  on 
record  its  regret  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  should  assist  the  landlords 
to  get  double  the  ordinary  rent  for 
land  of  this  character. 

Mr.  OOURTNEY  (Cfomwall,  Bod- 
min) :  I  do  not  know  whether  the  hon. 
and  learned  Attorney  General  will  agree 
with  me;  but  I  think  it  might  save 
time  if  we  accepted  the  Amendment, 
because  it  really  makes  no  difference 
whatever  to  the  definition.  According 
to  the  Bill  itself,  the  expression  "reason- 
able rent "  means  a  rent  which  a  person 
taking  an  allotment  might  reasonably 
be  taken  to  pay  for  an  aUotment. 

Mb.  EITOHIE:  We  will  take  out 
the  words. 

Question  put,  and  negatwed. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  line  5  of  the 
new  sub-section,  to  leave  out  the  words, 
''agricultural  and  garden,"  and  insert 
the  word  "  similar." 

Question,  ''That  the  words  proposed 
to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the  Sab-Bee- 
tion/'  put  and  negatived. 

Question,  "That  the  word  'similar' 
be  there  inserted,"  put,  and  agreed  U. 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  Sub- 
section, as  amended,  be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  CHANNING  :  As  the  hon.  and 
learned  Attorney  General  stated  that 
no  suggestion  had  come  from  this  side 
of  the  House  as  to  the  definition  of 
"  reasonable  rent,"  I  wish  to  call  atten- 
tion to  the  fact  that  I,  myself,  moved  an 
Amendment  on  the  subject  in  Oommittee, 
to  insert  a  practical  definition  of  the 
"reasonable  rent  of  idlotments,"  and 
that  at  that  stage  the  Attorney  G^eneral 
argued  in  reply  that  no  definition  what- 
ever was  required,  and  that  the  olaose 
was  quite  good  enough  as  it  stood.  The 
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Government  have  now  accepted  the  prin- 
ciple which  I  then  insisted  on. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 
Clause^  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  3  (Acquisition  of  land  for  the 
purpose  of  this  Act). 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  3,  line 
17,  after  the  word  *' arbitrator,"  to 
insert  the  words  **  notwithstanding  any- 
thing in  the  said  Acts  shall  determine 
the  amount  of  the  costs  and." — {Mr, 
Eitchie.) 

Question,  **  That  those  words  be  there 
inserted  "  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  3, 
line  33,  to  leave  out  the  word  **  or." — 
{Mr,  Ritchie.) 

Question,  **  That  the  word  proposed 
to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the  Clause," 
put,  and  negatived. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  3,  line 
33,  to  leave  out  the  words  **  attached  to 
or,"  and  insert  the  words  **or  other 
land . " — {Mr,  Ritch ie. ) 

Question,  *^  That  the  words  proposed 
to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the  Clause," 
put,  and  negatived. 

Question,  '*  That  the  words  'or  other 
land '  be  there  inserted,"  put,  and 
agreed  to, 

Mr.  HALLEY  STEWAET:  I  beg 
to  move  that  the  words  **  or  may  be"  be 
omitted  from  the  36th  line.  At  present 
the  clause  relates  to  the  property  of  a 
Railway  Company  which  is  required  or 
may  be  required  for  the  purposes  of  their 
undertaking.  No  doubt  the  engineer  of 
every  Eailway  Company  in  this  Kingdom 
expects  that  every  bit  of  land  he  may 
have  in  his  possession  will  at  some  time 
or  other  be  likely  to  be  used  for  the  pur- 
poses of  the  undertaking  ;  but  I  do  not 
think  we  ought  to  take  into  account  the 
problematical  requirements  of  a  distant 
future. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  3,  line 
36,  to  leave  out  the  words  **  or  may  be." 
— (J/r.  Halley  Stewart,) 

Question  proposed,  '^  That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Clause." 

Sir  RICHARD  WEBSTER :  I  must 
point  out  to  the  hon.  Member  that  these 
words  are  necessary.  I  think  the  hon. 
Qentleman  forgets  that  unless  land  is 
actually  required  for  railway  purposes 


it  becomes  surplus  land,  and  that  at  the 
expiration  of  1 0  years  it  will  either  vest 
in  the  adjoining  owner  or  will  have  to 
be  sold.  It  would,  however,  certainly 
be  a  wrong  thing  to  say  that  because 
land  is  not  actually  de  facto  at  the  mo- 
ment required  for  the  purposes  of  the 
railway  it  may  be  used  for  the  purposes 
of  this  Act.  These  words  are  therefore 
necessary. 

Mr.  F.  S.  POWELL  (Wigan) :  I  am 
bound  to  say  that  the  words  are  still 
more  necessary  in  the  case  of  canals,  as 
I  have  reason  to  know  from  my  expe- 
rience of  canals. 

Mr.  HALLEY  STEWART:  I  will 
withdraw  the  Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  tcithdrawn. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  4,  to 
leave  out  Sub-section  (8),  and  insert-— 
*'  The  County  Authority  shall  not  make 
a  Provisional  Order  for  purchasing  any 
right  to  coal  or  metalliferous  ore." — 
{Mr,  Ritchie.) 

Question  proposed,  **That  Sub-section 
(8)  stand  part  of  the  Clause." 

Mr.  COBB  (Warwick,  S.E.,  Rugby) : 
May  I  ask  whether  this  Amendment 
means  that,  if  a  Sanitary  Authority  has 
purchased  land,  and  it  shall  be  after- 
wards found  that  coal  or  ore  is  under 
that  land,  the  purchase  shall  not  be 
taken  to  include  the  minerals  ? 

Mr.  RITCHIE  :  It  is  really  intended 
to  prevent  any  claim  arising  after  the 
purchase  money  has  been  settled.  No 
question  can  arise  if  no  power  is  taken 
to  purchase. 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Words  inserted. 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  4  (Improvement  and  adapta- 
tion of  land  for  allotments). 

Amendment  proposed, 

In  page  4,  line  13,  after  <<fit,"  to  add  the 
words  '*and  may  from  time  to  time  do  saoh 
things  as  may  be  necessary  for  maintaining 
such  drains,  fences,  approaches,  and  roads,  or 
otherwise,  for  maintaining  the  allotments  in  a 
proper  condition.'*— (ITr.  Ritchie.) 

Question,  '^That  those  words  be  there 
added,"  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  5  (Management  of  allotments). 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  4, 
line  36,  at  the  beginning  of  the  line,  to 
insert  the  words  ''subject  to  the  pro- 
visions of  this  Act.'' 
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Qafistion,  "  That  those  words  be  there 
inserted,"  put,  and  agreed  to. 

On  the  Motion  of  Mr.  Eitchie.  the 
following  Amendments  made  : — In  page 

4,  line  37,  to  leave  out  **  local,"  and  in- 
sert **  allotment ;  "  line  38,  to  leave  out 
»*  local,"  and  insert  **  allotment;  "  page 

5,  line  1,  to  leave  out  "local,"  and  in- 
sert "allotment;"  and  in  line  3,  to 
leave  out  "local"  and  insert  "allot- 
ment." 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  6  (Provisions  as  to  letting  and 

use  of  allotments). 

Amendment  proposed. 

In  page  o,  line  12,  after  <'  loss,"  to  insert 
''  but  in  calculating  such  loss  any  expenses  in- 
curred in  an  unsuccessful  attempt  to  acquire 
land  for  allotments  shall  be  excluded." — (Mr, 
Eitchie.) 

Question,  "  That  those  words  be  there 
inserted,"  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  5,  line 
20,  after  the  word  "  allotments"  to  in- 
sert the  words,  "  which  are  let." 

Question,  "That  those  words  be  there 
inserted,"  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SEALE-HAYNE  (Devon,  Ash- 

burton) :    I  beg  to   move   in   the   6th 

clause  to  insert  after  "  accordingly  "  the 

words — 

%\**  Provided  always,  that,  for  the  purposes  of  the 
Parliamentary  franchise  and  the  municipal  and 
all  other  local  franchises  the  tenants  shall  be 
deemed  to  be  the  occupiers,  and  such  rates  to 
have  been  paid  by  them,  not>vithstanding  the 
provisions  hereinbefore  contained." 

I  understand  that  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man (Mr.  Ritchie)  is  going  to  accept  this 
Amendment;  and  I  am  confident  ho 
does  not  wish  that  the  Bill  should  have 
a  disfranchising  effect. 

Amendment  proposed, 

In  page  5,  line  26,  after  the  word  ''ac- 
cordingly," to  insert  the  words  **  Provided 
alvays,  that,  for  the  purposes  of  the  Parlia- 
mentary franchise,  and  the  municipal  and  all 
other  local  franchises,  the  tenants  shall  be 
deemed  to  be  the  occupiers,  and  such  rates  to 
have  been  paid  by  them,  notwithstanding  the 
provisions  hereinbefore  contained."  —  {Mr, 
SeaU'Hayne.) 

Question,  proposed,  "That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  RITCHIE:  We  do  not  think 
that  there  is  any  necessity.  Sir,  for  this 
Amendment ;  but  wo  will  accept  it. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  pago  6, 
line  8,  to  leave  out  from  "same  "  to  the  | 


last  "  and  "  in  line  28,  inclasive. — {Mr 
Ritchie.) 

Question,  "  That  the  words  proposed 
to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the  Clause/' 
put,  and  negatived. 

Amendment  proposed, 

In  page  6,  at  end,  to  add  the  following  sab- 
section  : — '^  (6.)  A  tenant  of  an  allotment  may, 
before  the  expiration  of  his  tenancy,  remore 
any  fruit  and  other  trees  and  bushes  planted  or 
acquired  by  him,  for  which  he  has  no  claim  for 
compensation." 

Question,  -"  That  that  sub-section  be 
be  there  added,"  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  7  (Recovery  of  rent,  and  pos- 
session of  allotments). 

On  the  Motion  of  Mr.  Hitchie,  the  fol- 
lowing Amendmejits  made : — In  page  6, 
line  20,  before  "thereof,"  insert  "of 
the  tenancy ;  "  line  24,  leave  out  from 
"  parish  "  to  end  of  line  25,  and  insert 
"  leave  at  his  last  known  place  of  abode 
in  the  district  or  parish,  or  fix  in  some 
conspicuous  manner  on  the  allotment ; " 
line  29,  leave  out  "  or  the  incoming  ten- 
ant," and  insert  "in  default  of  agree- 
ment between  the  incoming  and  out- 
going tenant ; "  and,  in  line  33,  leave  out 
"  allotment  wardens,"  and  insert  "  sani- 
tary authority." 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  8  (Expenses  and  receipts). 

On  the  Motion  of  Mr.  Ritchie,  the  fol- 
lowing Amendments  made : — lu  page  7, 
line  2,  after  "Act,"  insert  <* including 
allowances  to  officers  of  such  authority 
for  duties  under  this  Act ; "  line  40, 
leave  out  "  local,"  and  insert  "  allot- 
ment ; "  line  41,  leave  out  "appointed  by 
them,"  and  insert  "and  other  persons 
acting  under  this  Act; "  pag^  8,  line  2, 
leave  out  "local,"  and  insert  "allot- 
ment ; "  and  after  "  managers,"  insert 
"  and  other  persons." 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to* 

Clauses  9  to  11,  inclusive,  agreed  is. 

Clause  12  (As  to  combination  of 
parishes  and  contributory  places). 

On  the  Motion  of  Mr.  Ritohik  the 
following  Amendment  made — 

In  page  10,  line  21,  at  end,  add  ''where  sach 
population  is  not  specified  in  saoh  •ensua,  then 
in  the  county  in  which  the  largest  part  of  the 
area  of  such  district  or  parish  is  situated,  and 
any  douht  which  may  arise  under  Uiis  aeetion 
as  to  the  county  shall  be  determined  by  the 
Local  Gt>vernment  Board.** 
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Mr.  RITCHIE  :  I  have  now  a  verbal 
Amendment  to  propose— namely,  at  the 
end  of  the  clause  to  add  these  words — 

"  Two  or  more  parishes  immediately  adjoin- 
ing each  other  may  ma^e  a  representation 
under  this  Act,  and  the  sanitary  authority  of  a 
rural  district  may  take  proceedings  in  respect 
of  such  parishes  as  if  they  were  a  single 
parish." 

This    is    to    provide    for    very   small 
parishes. 

Amendment  proposed,  Clause  12,  at 
end,  to  add — 

"  Two  or  more  parishes  immediately  adjoin- 
ing each  other  may  make  a  representation 
under  this  Act,  and  the  sanitary  authority  of  a 
rural  district  may  take  proceedings  in  respect 
of  such  parishes  as  if  they  were  a  single 
parish.'* — (J6-.  Ritchie.) 

Question,  '^  That  those  words  be  there 
added,''  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  13  (Register  of  tenancies). 

Mr.  RITCHIE  :  I  now  move  the 
Amendment,  of  which  I  gave  Notice 
earlier  in  the  evening,  to  come  in  at  the 
end  of  Clause  13. 

Amendment  proposed,  at  end  of 
Clause,  to  add — 

**  And  within  one  month  after  the  25th  day 
of  March  in  every  year  shall  cause  an  annual 
statement,  showing  the  receipts  and  expendi- 
ture under  this  Act  in  respect  of  the  year 
ending  on  that  day,and  their  bahilities  outstand- 
ing on  that  day,  to  he  deposited  at  some  con- 
venient place  in  the  district,  if  urhan,  or  the 
parish  to  which  the  statement  relates,  if  the 
district  is  rural,  and  any  ratepayer  may,  with- 
out fee,  inspect  and  take  copies  of  such  state- 
ment.'*— (Mr,  Ritchie.) 

Question,  '^  That  those  words  be  there 
added,"  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  14  (Definition  of  county 
authority). 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  10, 
io  leave  out  lines  39,  40,  and  41. 

Question  proposed,  ''That  the  lines 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Clause,"  put,  and  negatived. 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 
Clause  15  (Definitions). 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  11, 
line  2,  after  *'  a,'^  to  insert  '*  field." 

Question  proposed,  ''  That  that  word 
be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  CHANNING  (Northampton,  E.) : 
I  think  it  desirable  that  a  question 
should  be  asked  as  to  the  exact  mean- 
iDg  of  this  Amendment)  because  at  first 


sight  it  certainly  has  a  very  restrictive 
aspect. 

Mk.  EITCHIE  :  When  this  Bill  was 
going  through  Committee  a  question 
was  raised  as  to  whether  the  Sanitary 
Authority  ought  to  have  power  to 
obtain  land  for  the  purpose  of  adding 
to  the  land  attached  to  a  cottage,  and 
the  Committee,  I  think,  without  a  Divi- 
sion, agreed  that  that  was  not  the  inten- 
tion of  the  Bill,  but  that  the  intention 
was  that  where  there  was  a  strip  of 
garden  ground  in  the  immediate  prox- 
imity of  a  cottage  this  should  not  be 
excluded  from  the  definition  of  an  allot- 
ment. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  11, 
line  10,  to  leave  out  the  first  '*and," 
and,  after  **  arable,"  to  insert  **  and 
other  land." 

Question,**  That  the  word  proposed  to 
be  left  out  stand  part  of  the  Clause/' 
put,  and  negatived. 

Question,  **  That  those  words  be  there 
inserted,"  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to, 

Mr.  HALLEY  STEWART  (Lincoln- 
shire, Spalding) :  I  shall  not  divide  the 
House  upon  the  Amendment  I  have 
placed  on  the  Paper,  to  leave  out  *'  for 
the  labouring  classes "  in  the  title, 
because  that  question  has  been  already 
decided ;  but  I  must  express  my  regret 
that  this  Bill,  by  that  decision,  is  nar- 
rower than  when  it  was  introduced. 

Mr.  RITCHIE :  Perhaps  the  House 
will  allow  the  Bill  to  be  read  a  third 
time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question,  "  That 
the  Bill  be  now  read  the  third  time,"-— 
{Mr.  Ritchiey)—i^}xty  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

DEEDS    OF    ARRANGEMENT    (No.   2) 

BILL.  lLords]^lBiLh  381.] 

(Mr,  Attorney  General,) 

COMMITTEE. 

Order  for  Committee  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
**That  Mr.  Speaker  do  now  leave  the 
Chair." — {Mr.  Attorney/  General.) 

Dr.  tanner  (Cork  Co.,  Mid)  :  Mr. 
Speaker,  we  have  now  arrived  at  a  late 
hour  of  the  evening,  and  I  would  certainly 
appeal  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  (Mr.  W.  H. 
Smith)  not  to  proceed  with  this  Motion 
now.    I  had  Notice  of  opposition  to 
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this  Bill,  and  several  of  my  hon.  Friends, 
who  could  not  wait  up  till  this  hour,  have 
now  gone  away.  I  have  few  words  to 
say ;  but  I  sincerely  hope  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Treasury  will  not  press  this  Bill 
forward  now.  There  is  no  opposition 
beyond  opposition  of  a  tochnical  nature 
to  the  measure,  and  I  trust  therefore 
that  it  can  be  deferred  until  to-morrow. 
I  have  waited  here  for  the  purpose  of 
putting  the  matter  to  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  in  a  fair  way.  I  trust  I 
have  behaved  in  a  fair  spirit,  and  that 
he  will  reciprocate  it. 

The  attorney  GENERAL  (Sir 
Richard  Webster)  (Isle  of  Wight) : 
I  hope  we  shall  be  allowed  to  take  this 
Bill.     It  is  only  to  be  taken  formallv. 

Mr.  CONYBEARE  (Cornwall,  Cfam- 
borne) :  I  must  second  my  hon.  Friend 
the  Member  for  Mid  Cork  (Dr.  Tanner) 
in  the  matter  of  putting  the  second 
reading  aside  for  the  present. 

Mr.  SPEAKER:  This  is  not  the 
second  reading,  but  going  into  Com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  CONYBEARE:  I  thought  it  was 
the  other  Bill. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Dr.  tanner  :  I  rise  to  move,  Sir, 
that  you  report  Progress. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
V  That  the  Chairman  do  report  Progress, 
and  ask  leave  to  sit  again." — (i>r. 
Tanner.) 

Sir  RICHARD  WEBSTER :  May  I 
remind  the  hon.  Member  that  this  Bill 
is  absolutely  unopposed.  Nobody  has 
suggested  any  Amendment.  I  do  not 
wish  to  take  anything  which  the  hon. 
Member  desires  to  have  discussed ;  but 
we  are  anxious  to  get  some  of  these 
Bills  off  the  Order  Book. 

Du.  TANNER :  May  I  also  suggest 
to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  that  I  am  not 
speaking  on  behalf  of  myself.  I  am 
speaking  for  hon.  Members  not  now 
here,  who  wished  to  discuss  this  Bill. 
I  think  it  is  too  late  an  hour  to  proceed 
with  this  Bill.  I  have  not  done  any- 
thing of  the  character  of  persistent  op- 
position, and  I  therefore  hope  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman,  in  a  spirit  of 
common  sense,  will  allow  Progress  to 
be  reported. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to, 
Br,  Tanner 


Committee  report  Progress;  to  Bit 
again  To-morrow. 

SHERIFF'S   (CONSOLIDATION)    BILL. 
[Z;or</»]— [Bill  262.] 
(.l/r.   Solicitor   Oeiteral,) 
COMHITTEB. 

Order  for  Committee  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
^'  That  Mr.  Speaker  do  now  leave  the 
Chair." — {Mr.  Attorney  General.) 

Mr.  CONYBEARE  (Cornwall,  Cam- 
borne) :  I  want  to  know  how  long  the 
Government  intend  to  go  on  with  these 
things  ?  An  important  question  will 
arise  in  connection  with  this  measure. 

The  attorney  GENERAL  (Sir 
Richard  Webster)  (Isle  of  Wigtt): 
We  only  want  to  get  the  Speaker  out  of 
the  Chair. 

Mr.  CONYBEARE:  And  we  want 
to  discuss  the  principles  of  this  Bill, 
which  is  an  exceedingly  important  one. 
I  protest  against  your  taking  it  at 
4  o'clock  in  the  morning.  I  shall  there- 
fore move  the  adjournment  of  the  de- 
bate. 

Dr.  CLARK  (Caithness)  :  I  will 
second  this. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  put, 
<'  That  the  Debate  be  now  adjourned.'' 
— (J/r.  Conyheare,) 

The  House  divided : — Ayes  25 ;  Noes 
79  :  Majority  54.— (Div.  list,  No.  466.) 

[4.5  A.M.] 

Original  Question  again  proposed. 

Mr.  SEXTON  (Belfast,  W.) :  I  think 
it  is  time  I  interposed.  'M.j  experience 
is  that  very  frequently  in  this  Session 
useful  Bills  of  a  non- contentious  cha- 
racter have  been  defeated  and  delayed 
simply  because  the  GK>vernment  have 
not  cared  to  use  their  influence  with 
their  own  supporters  to  get  the  blocks 
removed.  Now,  I  am  not  disposed  to 
allow  progress  to  be  made  with  this  Bill. 
Therefore  I  move  the  adjournment  of 
the  House. 

Mr.  HUNTER  (Aberdeen,  E.):  I 
second  that. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
**  That  this  House  do  now  adjourn."— 

(Mr.  Sexton.) 

Sir  RICHARD  WEBSTER:  I  can 
scarcely  think  that  the  hon.  Member  for 
West  Belfast  will  not  adhere  to  an 
arrangement  which  has  been  come  to 
with  reference  to  certain  formal  Bills. 
I  made  a  distinct  arrangement'  with  the 
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Kepresentatives'of  his  Party  that,  upon 
certain  terms  which  I  will  strictly  adhere 
to,  those  Bills  which  are  purely  formal 
should  bo  allowed  to  pass.  I  hope  the 
hon.  Gentleman  will  allow  it  to  proceed. 
I  have  already  undertaken  that  we  will 
do  no  more  than  get  the  formal  step  of 
moving  the  Speaker  out  of  the  Chair. 
I  cannot  think  the  hon.  Member  will  be 
a  party  to  breaking  a  bargain  which  I 
have  made  with  another  Member  of  his 
Party 

Mr.  sexton  :  I  am  not  aware  of 
any  such  arrangement. 

Mr.  CONYBEARE:  Although  our 
Friends  from  Ireland  may  assent,  they  are 
not  the  only  persons  in  this  House  to  be 
considered.  There  are  a  good  many  of 
us  on  this  side  of  the  House  know 
nothing  of  any  such  arrangement.  I 
have  a  strong  objection  to  going  on  with 
this  Bill,  and  that  objection  applies  still 
more  strongly  to  the  Coroners' Bill,  which 
I  suppose  will  follow 

Mr.  speaker  :  Order,  order !  The 
hon.  Member  cannot  discuss  another 
Bill. 

Mr.  CONYBEARE :  I  was  only  going 
to  say  that,  as  far  as  I  have  been  able  to 
examine  these  Bills,  they  are  very  im- 
perfect attempts  at  codification.  I  am 
not  going  now  to  point  out  in  what 
particulars  ;  but  I  should  prefer  that 
these  Bills  should  be  thrown  over  to 
another  Session  in  order  that  they  may 
be  properly  considered. 

The  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  (Sir 
Edward  Clarke)  (Plymouth) :  I  hope 
that  the  objection  will  not  be  persisted 
in.  The  hon.  Member  talked  of  this  as 
a  Codification  Bill — it  is  not  that. 

Mr.  CONYBEARE :  No,  it  is  a  Con- 
solidation Bill. 

Sir  EDWARD  CLARKE :  It  is  a 
Consolidation  Bill  which  puts  into  one 
Statute  40  or  50  measures  on  the  Statute 
Book,  and  it  will  enable  the  revised 
edition  of  the  Statute  to  be  issued  in  a 
cheaper  and  more  convenient  form. 
When  I  moved  the  second  reading,  I 
said  that  the  Committee  stage  should  be 
put  off  for  a  considerable  time  in  order 
that  it  might  be  fully  considered.  It 
has  been  fully  considered  by  those 
interested  in  the  matter.  There  has  not 
been  one  objection  to  any  single  clause. 
I  do  hope,  therefore,  that  the  hon. 
Member  will  withdraw  his  objection. 

Mr.  CLANCY  (Dublin  Co.,  N.):  The 
hon.  and  learned  Attorney  General  (Sir 
Bichard  Webster)  alluded  to  an  arrange- 


ment  having  been  made  with  the  Irish 
Members.  I  am  an  Irish  Member  and 
I  heard  nothing  of  it,  and  the  Irish 
Members  here  present  are  prepared  to 
make  a  similar  statement.  The  hon. 
and  learned  Solicitor  General  says  this 
Bill  is  of  a  non-contentious  character. 
Well,  practically,  the  Bill  of  my  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  West  Belfast 
(Mr.  Sexton)  is  non-oontentious.  Is 
there  any  guarantee  that  that  Bill  will 
not  be  blocked  in  the  future  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER :  Order,  order !  The 
hon.  Member  cannot  discuss  that. 

Dr.  TANNER  (Cork  Co.,  Mid):  I 
must  join  issue  with  the  remarks  which 
fell  from  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man the  Attorney  General  for  England. 
He  stated  that  some  agreement  had  been 
entered  into.  Why,  Sir,  in  pursuit  of 
my  Parliamentary  functions  I  tried  to 
prevent  this  Bill  making  any  further 
progress.  I  think  we  ought  to  have 
reciprocity^  some  proof  of  that  mutual 
affection  which  should  exist  between 
both  sides  of  this  House,  from  the  re- 
sponsible Minister  of  the  Crown  down- 
wards. But,  unfortunately,  we  have* 
failed  in  that.  Mr.  Speaker,  in  the 
course  of  last  week  I  tried  to  impress 
upon  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  the  fact  that  if  he 
would  only  let  our  one  little  ewe  Iamb 
grow  up  and  become 

Mr.  speaker  :  Order,  order !  The 
hon.  Member  is  trifling  with  the  House. 

Dr.  TANNER :  May  I  be  permitted  to 
say,  in  as  few  words  as  I  can,  that  I  tried 
to  enter  into  some  arrangement  with  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Treasury,  and  I  succeeded  for  a 
time,  for  he  did  not  try  to  get  three  or 
four  stages  of  different  Bills. 

Mr.  SPEAKER :  Order,  order !  The 
hon.  Member's  remarks  are  irrelevent. 

Mr.  FLYNN  (Cork,  N.) :  It  is  now 
20  minutes  past  4  o'clock.  We  have 
been  here  since  half-past  3  o'clock  yester- 
day afternoon.  It  is  time  we  went  home 
to  our  beds.  Sir,  I  entertain  a  con- 
stitutional objection  and  a  rooted  dis- 
like to  legislating  at  this  hour  of  the 
morning.  The  hon.  and  learned  At- 
torney General  says  that  this  Bill  is 
a  non-contentious  one.  So  are  our  Bills 
non-oontentious,  and  especially  that  of 
my  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  West 
Belfast.  I  trust  that  he  will  persist  in 
his  Motion  for  the  adjournment  of  the 
House.  It  is  an  intolerable  condition 
of  things,  Sir,  that  hon.  Members  should 
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bo  kept  bote  till  3  o'clock  or  4  o'clock  in 
the  morning,  and  have  to  go  bome  at 
Buch  disreputable  bours  —  houra  wbicb 
do  not  add  to  the  dignity  of  the  Houne 
or  of  Farliament,  and  whiob  jeopardize 
bealtb  and  everything  that  makes  life 
worth  lining  for.  My  hon.  Friend'a 
Motion  is  ana  which  should  recommeiid 
itself  to  all  sides  of  the  House,  to  all 
hon.  Membere,  whether  OonservatireB, 
Liberals,  or  Nationalists.  I  say,  Sir,  it 
is'  an  intolerable  state  of  things  that, 
after  endeavouring  to  do  our  duty  to  the 
beet  of  our  ability  evening  after  evening 
we  should  be  obliged  by  the  perversity 
and  miemauageoient  of  hon.  Members 
opposite  to  remain  here  so  late. 

The  FIH8T  LOED  of  thb  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  W.  H.  SiiiTH)  (Strand, 
Westminatei^ :  I  will  ask  to  be  sliowed 
to  intervene  for  one  mooient.  It  is  per- 
fectly impossible  for  anyone  with  a  due 
regard  for  the  character  and  reputation 
of  this  House  to  enter  upon  a  contest  of 
this  character  at  this  time  of  the  morn- 
ing. I  deeply  regret  that  hon.  Gentle- 
men have  thought  it  right  to  prevent 
this  stage  being  taken.  The  Bill  is  not 
blocked,  and  it  certainly  was  understood 
that  it  would  bo  allowed  to  pass  this 
stage  without  opposition.  I  will  not 
refer  to  what  has  occurred ;  but  I  repeat 
it  is  undesirable  to  enter  into  a  contest 
of  this  character,  a  contest  which  cannot 
add  to  the  reputation  of  the  House — 
deeply  as  that  reputation  has  been 
lowered  by  bon.  Members  opposite. 

I>B,  OLARK :  I  suppose  the  right 
hon.  Qentleman  does  not  object  to  the 
adjournment  of  the  House  ? 

Mr.  W.  H.  smith  :  No  ;  I  agree  to 
the  adjournment  of  the  House. 

Dk.  CLARK :  I  understand  that  the 
Motion  before  the  House  is  that  it  now 
adjourn.  Unless  that  is  withdrawn  we 
adjourn  the  House  altogether.  Does 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  undertake  not 
to  take  any  more  Business  to-night  ? 

Mr.  W.  H.  SMITH :  I  must  appeal 
again  to  the  House.  I  have  said  lam 
anxious  to  consult  the  feelings  and 
wishes  of  hon.  Members,  especially  those 
from  Scotland.  If  it  is  not  their  desire 
to  proceed  with  the  Scotch  measures  on 
Ihe  Paper,  it  is  not  my  wish  to  insist  on 
taking  them  at  this  late  hour.  I  will 
push  no  measure  on  the  House  at  this 
period  of  the  night. 

Mr.  sexton  :  I  perceive  that  some 
hon.  Members  desire  to  proceed,  so  I 
Mr,  Flyntt 


withdraw  my  Motion.  But  I  repeat  that 
I  have  not  heard  a.  syllable  of  any  ar- 
rangement with  reference  to  these  Hills, 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdraien. 

Original  Question  a^ain  proposed. 

Debate  adjourned  till  To-n 


TECHNICAL     SCHOOLS      (SCOTLAXD) 

BILL.— [Bii.1,  358.] 

{Tht  Lord  Adeoealt,    Mr.  SoUdtor    General  jw 

Scolland,  Sir  Herbert  MaxireU.) 

cojiuiTTEE.     {^Progrett  2%th  Auffutl.'j 

Bill  eotuidend  in  Oommittea. 
(In  the  Committee.) 

Clause  6  (Duties  and  powers  of  school 
board  with  respect  tD  technical  achooh}. 

Dr.  CLARK  (Caithness)  :  I  undar- 
stood  from  the  right  hon.  Qentleman 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Treaaury  that  he 
was  not  gx)ing  to  take  any  more  conten- 
tious Business  to-night,  I  beg  to  mora 
that  you  now  report  Progress  and  ask 
leave  to  sit  again.  There  are  manycon- 
tentious  matters  in  this  Bill.  We  do 
not  want  another  hour's  debate ;  and  I 
think  after  the  understandiDg  we  have 
bad  with  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  it 
would  be  scarcely  possible  to  take  this 
to-night. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  Chairman  do  report  Progress 
and  ask  leave  to  sit  again." — (Dr.  Clark.) 

Mr.  mason  (Lanark,  Hid) :  1  do 
not  think  there  is  a  single  Amendment 
to  this  Bill  in  the  name  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Caithness  (Dr.  Oluk),  thus 
showing  the  extent  of  his  interest  inths 
matter.  I  hope  we  will  now  proceed  to 
Business. 

Me.  hunter  (Aberdeen,  N.) :  It  is 
an  entire  delusion  on  the  part  of  my  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  Mid  Luiark- 
shire  (Mi.  Mason)  to  eay  that  beoaiue  he 
puts  down  no  Amendment  aa  hon. 
Member  tabes  no  interest  in  a  Bill.  It 
the  Bill  is  now  taken,  I  shall  have  to 
move  some  Amendments  in  the  name 
of  an  bon.  Member  who  has  left  the 
House,  thinking  the  Bill  woald  not  be 
taken  to-night.  There  ore  three  very 
important  points  in  regard  to  this  Bill 
which  have  not  yet  been  disooaaed.  ^Diis 
is  an  example  of  scamped  legislation;  the 
Bill  was  not  properly  discussed  on  the 
second  reading,  or  on  going  into  Sapply. 

Question  put,  and  agrttd  U. 

Committee  report  Progress;  to  sit 
again  To-morroK. 


VACANT  GROUNDS  (NUISANCES  PREVENTION) 

BILL. 

()n  Motion  of  Mr.  Lawson,  Bill  to  prevent 
Nuisances  on  Vacant  Grounds  and  disused 
Huriai  Grounds,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by 
^fr.  Lawson,  Mr.  Hunt,  Mr.  Howell,  and  Mr. 
James  Rowlands. 
hill presen ted f  and  read  the  first  time.  [Bill  388.] 

House  adjourned  at  half  after 

Four  o'clock  in  the 

morning. 


HOUSE    OF     LORDS, 
Tuesday^  %th  September ^  1887. 


MINUTES.]— I'uHLic  Bills— J'lV*^  Reading^ 
Coal  Mines,  &c.  Regulation*  (251) ;  Labourers* 
Allotments  •  (252) ;  Charity  Commissioners 
(Officers)*  (254);  Tramways  (War  Depart- 
ment •  (255). 

Second  Reading — Duration  of  Speeches  in  Par- 
liament (97),  negatived. 

Committee  —  Friendly  Societies  Act  (1875) 
Amendment  (No.  3)  •  (237-256), 

Report  —Metropolitan  Police  •  (242). 

Third  Reading  "Cony eya.ncmg  (Scotland)  Acta 
Amendment  *  (233) ;  Savings  Banks  and 
Government  Annuities*  (243);  Sheriff  of 
Lanarkshire  ♦  (244),  and  passed, 

DURATION  OF  SPEECHES  IN  PARLIA- 
MENT BILL.- (No.  97.) 
(The  Lord  Denman.) 
SECOND   READING. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second  Bead- 
ing read. 

LoBD  DENMAN,  in  moving  that  the 
Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time,  said,  that 
its  object  was  to  limit  speeches  in  Par- 
liament, except  in  certain  cases,  to  a 
quarter  of  an  hour.  He  would  state 
the  reason  which  had  induced  him  to 
bring  forward  this  seemingly  rash  and 
adventurous  Bill.  It  was  that  he  had 
lately  noticed  a  marked  difference  be- 
tween the  progress  made  with  the  busi- 
ness at  the  meetings  of  the  International 
Convention  for  the  Diminution  of  Intem- 
perance held  in  Brussels,  and  in  the  West- 
minster Town  Hall.  In  Brussels,  where 
there  was  no  limit  to  speeches,  thepro- 
ceedings  lasted  seven  days ;  but  in  West- 
minster, where  the  Chairman  had  the 
power  of  shortening  speeches — and  by 
regulation  papers  to  be  read  were  limited 
to  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  and  speeoheB  to 
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MOTION  ^^®  minutes— the  result  was  that  the 

•  whole  business  was  transacted  in  one 

day.    The  mere  notice  to  anyone  that 
his  speech  had  lasted  a  certain  time  need 
no  be  considered  offensive,     and    Dr. 
Cameron,  M.P.,  who  was  in  the  chair,  had 
to  check  a  Chevalier  who,  in  reading  his 
paper,  exceeded  his  allotted  time.    It 
seemed  hardly  necessary  in  their  Lord- 
ships' House  to  prescribe  any  limit  to 
speeches;  but  he  must  be  allowed  to 
say  that    in    the  debate  on  the  Irish 
Land  Bill  his  Gbace  the  Duke  of  Argyll 
— whom  he  regretted  not  to  see   in  his 
^lace    to  hear   his    observations — as  a 
Liberal  Unionist,  protracted  the  debate 
to    a    great  extent     by    referring    to 
matters  not  before  their  Lordships.    In 
that  House  they  knew  nothing  of  Libe- 
ral Unionists.     Their  Lordships   only 
knew  that  there  was  a  Union  between 
Great  Britain    and  Ireland,   and  until 
it  was  legitimately  repealed  it  was  the 
law  of  the  land.    A  noble  Earl  (the  Earl 
of  Dunraven")  on  the  Conservative  side 
of  the  House  also  delivered,  a  short  time 
ago,  a  speech  on  the  defects  of  our  arma- 
ments.     It    might    have    been    made 
shorter   by  a   reference  to  documents. 
A  noble  Earl    who  sat    on  the    Cross 
Benches  (the  Earl  of  Wemyss)  had  been 
shown  up  by  a  humorous  reporter  in  this 
House  with  the    remark    that   he  re- 
ferred   to    every  topic  under  Heaven. 
There  could  be  no  doubt,  however,  that 
lately  the  noble  Earl's  speech  was  above 
an  hour  in  length,  and  at  the  end  of  it 
he  alluded  to  Mr.  Bradlaugh,  as  if  the 
hon.    Member    had   control    over    the 
legislation  of  this  country.     He  (Lord 
Denman)   ventured  to  think  that  refer- 
ence was  clearly  surplusage.  He  wished 
to    speak    of    his  noblo    Friend    with 
respect.     He  knew  that  the  noble  Earl 
was    a    very    good  landlord,   however 
much  he  might  be  attacked  by  indivi- 
duals.   In  the  House  of  Commons,  Mr. 
Caine  had,  on  the  Bules  of  Procedure, 
made  an  attempt  to  limit  the  duration 
of   speeches,   giving  a    preference    to 
Privy  Councillors.     If  the   hon.  Mem- 
ber brought  forward  his  Rule  again,  he 
(Lord  Denman)  hoped  he  would  consider 
whether  the  duration  of  all  speeches 
mieht  not  be  shortened  considerably.  He 
had  been  stopped  himself  at  the  Diocesan 
Conference  at  Nottingham,  and  he  would 
always  be  glad  to  abridge  any  remarks 
he  might  have  to  make  by  reierence  to 
documents  and  other  publications.    He 
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would  move  that  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  — Educatiox,  Sciencb,  and  Art;  Class  VU. 

second  time,  and  that  if  their  Lordships  Miscellaneous. 

,  J         i          J    'i                  J    i.*         L\J t.  Resoiuttotu  rSeptemDer  51  reporiM. 

could  not  read  it  a  second  time,  that  Po8tpnnednesolutionySe4te^\yeT2]a3rcfii^. 

they  would  reject  the  measure.  Public  Bills— CbwmtWtf*— Deeds  of  Arrange. 

Tub   LOED   CHANCELLOR   (Lord  ment  (No.  2)*  [381]  — r  p.;    Bankruptcy 

Halsdury)  :  The  noble  Lord  cannot  move  (Discharge  and  Closure^  •  [327]  -r.p. 

an  alternative  as  well.  ''^Xnt^J^'%^l'^'  ""^'""^  ^"^ 

Moved,  "That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2"." 

—{Tht  Lord  Denman.)  Q  jTjp  s  T I O  N 8. 

Tira    SEOEETAEY  of  STATE  por  o— 

INDIA  (Viscount  Caosa)  said,  he  was  IMMIGI)lA.TIOKr  OF  DESTITUTE 

very  much  interested  in  the  speech  of  ALIENS    1888. 

the  noble  Lord,  and  he  concurred  with  „      TiroT>oiircix>  '/ox     t>              •o\ 

him  in  his  desire  to  limit  the  duration  of  **?•  WEBSTER    (9t.    Pracras,  E.) 

speeches  in   Parliament.     He  did  not  »*®^     .  „*^?*^^  ?/  *H®        i*^  • 

think,  however,  that  the  speeches  in  their  verament  Board,  Whether  he  could  giTS 

Lordships'  House    were  too  long,  al-  »  Bet«m  of  the  number  of  Destitnte 

though,  no  doubt,  a  good  deal  of  time  ?;''?°'T?.°  ""▼»*,»?;  *1^®  ports  of  the 

was  consumed.  He  thought  it  was  hardly  Umted  Kingdom  of  Great  Bntam  and 

wiso  that  legislation  of  this  character  ^'fj*"^ i^J°® ^S"  4®^ ^          ,>«.^,^ 

should  be  initiated  in  that  House.    If  it  ^^  ?v^^S^^^^  ™  "^  ?5      , 

were  necessary  to  bring  anything  of  the  of  TRADE  (Baron  Hbtoy  Dk  Wobms 

kind  forward,  the  other  House  was  the  (Lijerpool,  East  Toxtetti)  (who  rephed; 

place  where  it  should  be  initiated.    He  ^^'•.  ^'»®  Board  of  Trade  are  unable 

would  advise  the  noble    Lord  not  to  *<>  g»'e  the  number  of  destitute  aliens 

press  his  measure  forward.    He  would  ^^°  ^rtn^  m  ttie  ports  of  l^e  Umted 

move  that  it  be  read  a  second  time  that  T^^'^.}^    ^,®?!5,„"    *^®   Passenger 

day  three  months.  ^*'*«'.  ^®^*  ^??  ^^^3'  ""i*®'  "^^^^  t^" 

LoedDENMAN:  Move  the  rejection,  Immigration  Eeturns  are  made  to  the 

too  please.  Board  of  Trade,  do  not  reqmre  the  con- 

.         ,    '             ,^  ,            ^,„        „,  dition  of  the  immigrants  to  be  stated, 

Amendmentwowrf,toleaveout("now';)  and  do  not  require  Returns  to  be  made 

and  add  at  the  end  of  the  motion  ("  this  of  persons  coming  from  places  in  Europe 

day    three    months"). -(^A^    ViMonnt  or  on  the  Coasts  of  the  kediterruiean. 
Cron.) 

On  Question,  That  the  words  proposed  UNITED  STATES— BEFUSAL  OF 

to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the  Motion,  DESTITUTE  ALIENS. 

n^oked  in  the  negaihe.  Captain  OOLOMB  (Tower  Hamlets, 

Bill  to  be  read  2*  tlm  day  three  months.  Bow,  &o.)  asked  the  Secretary  to  the 

House  adjourned  at  Five  o'clock,  ^?,f  ^  ''^  ^'/*^^  Whether  any  inquiry 

tiU  To-morrow,  a  quarter  ^"'   o«   made  into  the  cases  of  mne 

past  Four  o'clock,  persons,  said   to    be   foreigners,  who, 

with  others,  have   been    recently  sent 
back  to  the  United  Kingdom  by  the 

rrrtrrox.    ,-.  t.    ^  ,x  •.,  „  ,^  »t  «  United  States  as   destitute    aliens,  in 

HOUSE    OF    COMMONS,  order  to  ascertain  their  respeotiTTna- 

T....^^..    tm.  a    J     I      tooT  tionalities,  and  with  a  view  to  their 

Tuesday,  6lh  September,  1887.  being  returned  by  the  United  Eincdom 

to  their  own  countries  ren>eotiYeIy? 

The  SECRETAEY   (Baron    Exsry 

MrNOTS8J-SuppLY--w>«/V/..m/i/i  Commitiee  De  WoRMs)  (Liverpool,  East  Toxtoth) : 

—Civil    »kvice    Estimates ;    Class  I.  —  r\£  fi,^  _•  '  V^«^: Jn^-J  .^^^^.^^^    4.^  v« 

riBLicwa|KSANDBuiLDiN08,Vote8  2i,22;  Y^  r         f  foreigners  referred   to  by 

Class  IV. -TEdu cation,  Scibncb,  and  Aut,  the  hon.  and  gallant  Mom  Der,  eight  were 

Votes  10  t^2;    Class  V.— Foreign  and  said  to  be  of  German  nationality^  and 

Colonial  Beii^es,  Votes  5,  6, 8 ;  Class  VI.  one  was  said  to  be  of  Swedish  nationality. 

Non-EffectiveVi^  9,''^«"^3'?  Sebviceb,  The  Board  of  Trade  have  no  maohineiy 

votes  1  to  4,  7,  og   Class  VII. — Miscel-  ^a.  ai,   •    j*           i  ^            i^         -««*«*»-«  j 

laneous,  Votes  1,  \:     Retenub  Depabt-  ^*  ^^®^'  disposal  for  making  the  inquiry 

ments,   Votes  I,  II. ;  Class  I.  —  Public  suggested,  or  funds  at  their  disposal  for 

WoBKS  AND  Buildings,  Vote  7 ;  Class  IV.  dealing  with  euch  cases. 

Zord  Dmman 
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ENDOWED  SCHOOLS  ACTS— ST.  PAUL'S 
SCHOOL,  HAMMERSMITH. 

Mr.  LAWSON  (St.  Panoras,  W.) 
asked  the  Vice  President  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Council  on  Education,  Whether 
the  scheme  under  which  St.  Paul's 
School,  now  situated  at  Fulham  and 
Hammersmith,  can  be  so  modified  as  to 
give  effect  to  the  recommendation  of  the 
Endowed  Schools  Committee  in  favour 
of  local  control  and  sympathy  being  in- 
troduced into  the  management  of  such 
schools  by  allowing  the  Vestries  of  Ful- 
ham and  Hammersmith  to  be  repre- 
sented on  the  Governing  Body  ;  and,  if 
so,  what  steps  are  necessary  to  secure 
this  object  ? 

The  vice  PRESIDENT  (Sir  Wil- 
LiAM  Hart  Dyke)  (Kent,  Dartford) : 
Proceedings  for  the  modification  of  a 
scheme  made— as  is  that  for  St.  Paul's 
School — under  the  provisions  of  the  En- 
dowed Schools  Acts,  may  be  taken  by 
the  Commissioners  either  on  their  own 
initiative  or  upon  application  of  the  Go- 
vernors. In  view  of  the  fact  that  the 
scheme  has  been  recently  settled  as  the 
result  of  much  deliberation  and  of  full 
publicity,  and  that  the  locality  in  which 
the  school  happens  to  have  been  placed 
upon  its  removal  from  St.  Paul's  Church- 
yard has  no  special  claim  upon  the  en- 
dowment, it  is  improbable  that  proceed- 
ings will  be  taken  by  the  Charity  Com- 
missioners for  the  suggested  modification 
of  the  scheme. 


METROPOLITAN  POLICE  FORCE- 
ACTING  SERGEANTS. 

Mr.  PICKERSGILL  (Bethnal  Green, 
S.W.)  asked  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Home  Department,  What  is  the 
number  of  'acting  sergeants  (i.e.  con- 
stables performing  the  duties  of  ser- 
geants) in  the  Metropolitan  Police  Force, 
and  of  these  how  many  either  are  over 
85  years  of  age,  or  have  had  more  than 
10  years*  service? 

The  secretary  of  STATE  (Mr. 
Matthews)  (Birmingham,  E.) :  I  am 
informed  by  the  Chief  Commissioner  of 
Police  that  there  are  97  acting  sergeants 
in  the  Metropolitan  Police  Force,  ex- 
clusively of  the  Dockyard  Divisions ; 
and  of  these  90  are  either  over  35  years 
of  age  or  have  more  than  10  years' 
service. 


REGISTRATION  OF  VOTES— THE  POLL- 
ING DISTRICT  OF  GREAT  SANGHALL. 

Mr.  T.  E.  ELLIS  (Merionethshire) 
(for  Mr.  Brunner)  (Cheshire,  North- 
wich)  asked  the  President  of  the  Local 
Government  Board,  Why  the  Court  of 
the  Eevising  Barrister  for  the  Polling 
District  of  Great  Sangball  is  held  at 
Chester,  outside  the  Parliamentary  Divi- 
sion of  which  Great  Sanghall  forms  a 
part,  which  results  in  claimants,  over- 
seers, and  agents  having  to  walk  10, 
and  in  some  cases  14,  miles;  and,  whe- 
ther this  inconvenience  can  be  removed  ? 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
THE  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Mr. 
Matthews)  (Birmingham,  E.)  (who  re- 
plied) said  :  1  am  informed  by  the  Clerk 
of  the  Peace  that  Chester  was  appointed 
by  the  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions  as  on 
the  whole  the  most  convenient  place  at 
which  to  hold  the  Revising  Barrister's 
Court,  it  being  the  market  town  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Great  Sanghall  and  the 
other  townships  included  in  the  district, 
and  also  the  place  where  the  Petty  Ses- 
sions for  the  district  are  held.  Any 
alteration  cannot  now  be  made  by  Quar- 
ter Sessions  in  time  for  this  year's  revi- 
sion ;  but  the  question  will  be  brought 
forward  and  considered  by  the  Justices 
previously  to  the  revision  in  1888. 

LABOURERS  (IRELAND)  ACTS,  1883,  1885 
— LURGAN  BOARD  OF  GUARDIANS. 
Mr.    MACARTNEY    (Antrim,     S.) 
asked  the  Chief  Secretair  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  Whether  a  repre- 
sentation, under  the  Labourers  (Ireland) 
Acts,  1883  and  1885,  was  made  to  the 
Board  of  Guardians  of  the  Lurgan  Union 
on  the  9th  June  last,   suggesting  the 
erection  of  additional  house  accommo- 
dation in  Soldierstown,  Aghalee ;  whe- 
ther the  attention  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  has  been  directed  to  the 
action  of  the  said  Board  in  reference  to 
this  matter;    and,   whether  the  Local 
Government  Board  took  any  steps  to 
ascertain  whether  there  was  sufficient 
house  accommodation  within  the  meaning 
of  the  Labourers'  Acts  in  the  sair^  ** 'strict? 
The  PARLIAMENTARY  UNDER 
SECRETARY  (Colonel  Kmo-HABMAN) 
(^Kent,  Isle  of  Thanet)  (who  replied) 
said :  The  Board  of  Guardians  of  Lurgan 
Union  had  before  them  the  application 
referred  to,  but  decided  it  was  not  one 
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which  could  be  entertained.  The  atten- 
tion of  the  Local  Government  Board  was 
called  to  this  case  by  the  applicant. 
They  communicated  with  the  Guardians, 
who  stated  that  they  had  refused  the 
application  on  the  ground  that  in  ^  no 
part  of  the  Uuion  was  there  any  diffi- 
culty in  obtaining  this  class  of  house 
accommodation,  vacant  cottier  houses 
being  of  late  years  the  rule,  and  not  the 
exception,  in  the  rural  portion  of  the 
Union.  The  Local  Government  Board 
did  not  consider  it  necessary  to  interfere 
further  in  the  matter. 

LABOURERS  (IRELAND)  ACTS— KIL- 
BRIDE DIVISION  OF  RATHMINES 
UNION. 

Mb.  HARRIS  (Galway,  E.)  (for  Mr. 
W.  J.  Corbet)  (Wicklow,  E.)  asked  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland,  as  President  of  the  Local 
Government  Board,  Whether  it  is  a  fact 
that  the  Earl  of  Wicklow  got  several 
schemes  for  cottages  in  the  Kilbride 
Division  of  Rathmines  Union  thrown 
out,  by  undertaking  to  erect  whatever 
cottages  might  be  required  in  that  Divi- 
sion himself;  and,  whether  he  is  aware 
that  no  cottages  have  been  built  by  the 
Earl  of  Wicklow,  in  accordance  with 
that  undertaking,  and  that  a  number  of 
labourers  in  the  Division  are  conse- 
quently unable  to  obtain  house  accom- 
modation ? 

The  parliamentary  UNDER 
SECRETARY  (Colonel  Kinq-Habman) 
(Kent,  Isle  of  Thanet)  (who  replied) 
said:  The  Clerk  of  Rathdrum  Union 
reports  that  no  scheme  was  made  by 
the  Guardians  in  regard  to  building 
labourers*  cottages  in  the  Kilbride  Divi- 
sion. Representations  had  been  made 
for  the  building  of  seven  cottages  in  the 
Division;  but  an  undertaking  having 
been  g^ven  on  behalf  of  the  Earl  of 
Wicklow  that  he  would  build  whatever 
cottages  were  found  to  be  required,  the 
Guardians  did  not  proceed  further.  The 
Clerk  is  aware  that  the  Earl  of  Wicklow 
has  built  a  number  of  labourers'  cot- 
tages in  the  Division ;  but  he  does  not 
know  whether  any  of  them  were  built 
subsequent  to  the  undertaking.  He  is 
not  aware  of  a  number  of  labourers 
being  unable  to  obtain  house  accommo- 
dation in  the  Division.  If  the  hon. 
Gentleman  who  puts  this  Question  has 
any  definite  information  on  the  subject 
of  the  alleged  absence  of  accommoda- 

Colonel  King-Harman 


tion,  and  if  he  will  be  good  enougli  to 
communicate  it  to  me,  I  shall  be  bappj 
to  make  further  inquiry. 

BOARD  OP  TRADE  (RAII^WAY  DEPART- 
MENT)— BROMLEY  LEVEL  CROSSING 
—LONDON,  CHATHAM,  AND  DOVER 
RAILWAY. 

Me.  WOOTTON  ISAACSON  (Tower 
Hamlets.  Stepney)  asked  the  Secretaiy 
to  the  Board  of  Trade,  Whether  he  is 
aware  that  two  more  fatal  accidents 
have  occurred  in  the  last  fortnight  at  the 
Bromley  Level  Crossing  on  the  London, 
Chatham,  and  Dover  Hail  way,  making 
three  within  a  month ;  and,  whether  the 
Qovernment  have  any  power  to  compel 
the  London,  Obatham,  and  Dover  Bail- 
way  to  construct  a  foot-bridge,  without 
delay,  at  this  most  dangerous  level 
crossing  ? 

The  SECBETAEY  (Baron  Henry 
De  Worms)'  (Liverpool,  East  Toxteth) : 
Yes,  Sir;  the  Board  of  Trade  have 
been  informed  of  the  accidents  referred 
to  by  the  hon.  Member.  An  inquiry 
into  the  circumstances  attending  them 
has  been  made  by  one  of  the  Inspecting 
Officers  of  the  Board  of  Trade;  and 
when  his  Report  has  been  received  I 
shall  be  in  a  position  to  state  what  steps 
will  be  taken  to  prevent  the  recurrence 
of  similar  accidents. 

POST  OFFICE  (IRELAND)— CORK  AND 
MACROOM  RAILWAY  COMPANY- 
CONTRACT  FOR  CONVEYANCE  OF 
MAILS. 

Db.  tanner  (Oork  Co.,  Mid)  asked 
the  Postmaster  General,  What  mails  are 
being,  and  have  been,  sent  bj  the  Cork 
and  Macroom  Bailwaj  Company,  and 
whether  there  is  any  contract  between 
the  Company  and  the  Post  Office  for  the 
carriage  of  mails;  whether  it  is  a  fact 
that  they  are  booked  as  parcels; 
whether  the  Carriers  Act  protects  all 
Bail  way  Companies  for  any  loss  of 
parcel  above  £10,  unless  the  same  is  in- 
sured, and,  accordingly,  what  seoarity 
is  given  to  the  public  for  the  safe  trans- 
mission and  delivery  of  valuable  letters ; 
and,  for  what  reason  do  the  authorities 
endeavour  to  avoid  paying  this  Company 
the  legitimate  revenue  which  other  lines 
receive  for  the  carriage  of  maiU ;  and, 
if  so,  can  he  explain  why  this  Company 
is  not  paid  by  the  Post  Office  in  the 
same  manner  as  other  Bailway  Oom- 
panies  ? 
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The  POSTMASTER  GENERAL(Mr. 
Baikes)  (Cambridge  University) :  A  fetr 
small  day  mail  bags  are  carried  over  the 
Cork  and  MrtcTonm  Bailnaj,  and  there 
is  no  contract  for  the  carriage  of  mails  on 
this  line.  In  1885  the  Department  en- 
doaroured  to  come  to  an  agreement  with 
the  Company  for  a  yearly  payment  for 
the  conveyance  of  theee  mails  ;  but  the 
Company  declined  the  offer  made,  and 
the  maiU  are  now  carried  under 
provisions  of  the  Railway  and  Canal 
Traffic  Act,  1873.  A  charge  at  ordinary 
parcel  rates  is  made  by  the  company  and 
paid  by  the  Department.  This  practice 
will  continue,  unless  the  Company  pre- 
fer to  go  to  arbitration.  The  payments 
made  as  above  amount  to  slightly  les^ 
than  the  sum  the  Department  offered, 
and  appear  to  be  fair  and  reasonable. 
The  liability  of  the  Railway  Company  a& 
regards  the  safe  transmission  of  these 
bags  is  the  same  which  attaches  to  all 
Railway  Companies  in  respect  to  the 
conveyance  of  mails.  It  is  true  that  foi 
a  short  time  parcels  were  sent  in  the 
letter  bags ;  but  the  practice  has  been 
discontinued  since  March,  1886,  and  the 
parcel  mails  are  now  sent  separately. 
While  it  lasted,  however,  no  injury  was 
done  to  the  Company,  as  the  parcels, 
whether  sent  separately  or  otherwise, 
were  duly  accounted  for  to  the  London 
Railway  Clearing  Committee  under  the 
Post  Office  (Parcels)  Act.  Payments 
equivalent  to  parcel  rates  are  accepted 
voluntarily  (or  similar  services  in  many 
other  cases. 

PUBLIC     HEALTH  —  METROPOLITAN 
ASYLUMS      BOARD  —  THE     SOOTH 
WESTERN  HOSPITAL  (8T0CKWELL). 
The  Marquess  of  CAEMARTHEN 
(Lambeth,  Brixton)  asked  the  President 
of  the  Local  Qovernment  Board,  If  his 
attention  has  been  called  to  the  follow- 
ing Resolution,  passed  by  the   Metro- 
politan Asylums    Board   on    Saturday, 
27th  August;  — 

''That.  KhoaM  the  Ambulance  Committee  fiod 
it  Decenary,  Ihey  tie  empowered  to  open  the 
Bauth  Western  UospiUI  (Rtockwetl)  for  the 
raceptian  of  fever  patients ;  " 

and,  that,  considering  that  this  Hospital 
is  surrounded  by  401)  or  500  houses, 
mostly  inhabited  by  two  families,  and 
tliat  there  is  an  isolated  hospital  at 
Winohmore  Hill  quite  empty,  he  will 
recommend  that  the  latter  l}e  used,  in- 


stead of  opening  the  Stockwell  Hospital 
for  fever  patients  f 

Mr.  ISAACS  (Newington,  Walworth) 
inquired,  whether  it  was  not  the  Coot 
that  the  hospital  at  Winchmore  Hill 
was  entirely  unfurnished,  and  that  it 
would  cost  several  thousand  pounds  to 
prepare  it  for  the  reception  of  patients? 

The  PRESIDENT  (Mr.  Ritchie) 
(Tower  Hamlets,  St.  George's)  :  The 
fact  suggested  by  the  hon.  Member  (Mr. 
Isaacs  is  undoubtsdly  correct.  Mf 
attention  has  been  called  to  the  Resolu- 
tion referred  to.  The  question  whether 
the  South  Western  Hospital  or  that  at 
Winchmore  Hill  should  be  opened  was 
considered  by  the  managers,  who  deter- 
mined by  a  considerable  majority  in 
favour  of  opening  the  former.  The 
Winchmore  Hill  Hospital  is  not  fur- 
nished; and  it  would,  therefore,  have 
taken  longer  than  the  other  hospital  to 
prepare  for  patients.  The  matter,  bow- 
ever,  was  one  of  urgency  ;  and  the  Com- 
mittee have  already  found  it  necessary 
to  act  upon  the  resolution  of  the  mana- 
gers and  to  open  the  South  Western 
Hospital.  No  evidence  has  been  ad- 
duced to  show  that  during  the  17  years 
which  have  elapsed  since  this  Hospital 
was  first  opened  fever  has  spread  from 
it  to  the  surrounding  houses;  and,  under 
all  the  circumstances,  I  have  not  thought 
it  necessary  to  interfere  with  the  decision 
of  the  managers  on  the  subject. 

EVI0TI0N8(IRELAND)~MR.  SHIRLEY'S 
ESTATE  CARRICKM ACROSS,  CO. 
MONAQHAN. 
Me.  p.  O'BRIEN  (Monaghan,  N.) 
asked  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  Whether  it  la 
true  that  the  tenants  on  the  estate  of 
Mr.  Shirley,  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Carrlckmacross,  County  Monaghan,  who 
were  evicted  last  March,  and  who  retook 
possession  of  their  houses  pending  the 
hearing  of  their  applications  to  the 
Land  Court  to  have  a  fair  rent  fixed, 
have  been  recently  visited  by  the  police, 
and  by  them  threatened  that  unless  they 
quitted  their  homes  within  two  days  they 
would  be  proceeded  against  under  the 
Criminal  Law  and  Procedure  (Ireland) 
Act ;  whether  he  can  state  upon  whose 
authority  and  under  what  statute  the 
police  so  acted ;  whether  it  was  open  to 
Mr.  Shirley  to  remove  these  people  under 
the  ordinary  law ;  and,  whether,  in  view 
of  the  foot  that  their  appUoationB  to  have 
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a  fair  rent  fixed  are  listed  for  hearing 
at  the  next  sitting  of  the  Land  Oourt  in 
Oounty  Monaghan,  he  will  order  the 
police  to  suspend  their  action  ? 

The  PARLTAMENTAEY  UNDER 
SECRETARY  (Colonel  Kinq-Harman) 
(Kent,  Isle  of  Thanet)  (who  replied) 
said :  The  Constabulary  Authorities 
report  that  14  tenants  on  the  Shirley 
estate  evicted  last  September,  December, 
and  March  have  boon  noticed  by  the 
police  to  leave  their  houses  and  farms, 
whore  possession  has  been  unlawfully 
re-taken,  within  the  last  few  days,  and 
in  some  cases,  when  found  in  the  houses, 
they  were  informed  that  if  they  did  not 
leave,  they  would  be  prosecuted  under 
the  Statute  quoted.  These  instructions 
were  carried  out  by  order  of  the  Divisional 
Magistrate.  Mr.  Shirley  might  have 
taken  proceedings  to  recover  the  premises 
otherwise  than  by  means  of  the  recent 
Statute.  None  of  these  tenants  have 
served  notice  to  have  a  fair  rent  fixed ; 
and  in  the  case  of  seven  of  them  the 
statutable  period  for  doing  so  appears 
to  have  expired. 

WAR  OFFICE— ARMY  CONTUACTS- 
CONTRACT  FOR  SPONGES. 

Mb.  HANBURY  (Preston)  asked  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War,  Whether, 
in  the  year  1881,  the  contract  for  the 
supply  of  sponges  to  the  Army  was 
put  up  to  competition,  and  the  price 
of  sponges  was,  under  that  contract,  \\d, 
and  Gi.  each  for  Cavalry  and  Infantry 
respectively  for  three  years;  whether, 
on  the  termination  of  this  contract  by 
the  contractors,  the  same  contract  was 
in  188  2  given,  without  competition,  at 
the  price  of  2«.  3rf.  and  9rf.  respectively, 
and  for  the  unusual  term  of  six  years  ; 
whether  it  is  the  fact  that  the  present 
contractors  have  received  intimation  that 
their  contract  will  be  renewed  for  a 
further  period;  whether  the  sealed 
patterns,  according  to  which  sponges  are 
supplied  under  the  present  contract,  are 
the  same,  and  bear  the  same  numbers, 
as  those  which  supplied  the  standard 
for  preceding  contracts,  including  that 
of  1881 ;  and,  what  is  the  justification 
for  placing  this  and  other  contracts 
without  allowing  competition  ? 

The  surveyor  GENERAL  of 
ORDNANCE  (Mr.  Nortiicote)  (Exeter) 
(who  replied)  said:  The  case  of  the 
sponge  contract  is  peculiar.  The  facts 
are  substantially  as  stated  in  the  hon. 

Mr  P.  O'Brien 


Member's  Question ;  but  I  should  say 
that  the  contractor  of  1 881  was  a  heaYy 
loser  by  his  contract — although  the  War 
Department  only  partially  enforced  it— 
and  he  terminated  his  contract  at  the 
end  of  the  first  year.  In  1 882  compe- 
tition was  deliberately  dispensed  with, 
with  the  full  consent  of  the  then  Secre- 
tary of  State,  as  a  means  of  breaking 
down  a  ring  which  practically  constituted 
a  monopoly  against  the  War  Office  and 
deprived  competition  of  all  real  value. 
The  price  ag^ed  upon  with  Messrs. 
Cohen  in  1882  was  somewhat  below  tho 
average  paid  to  the  one  firm  which  had 
held  the  contract  for  14  years,  from 
18G6to  1880. 

Mr.  HANBURY  asked,  whether  it 
was  not  a  fact  that  tbis  contract,  which 
was  originally  granted  for  the  unusual 
period  of  six  years  without  any  compe- 
tition whatever,  was  about  to  be  re- 
newed for  a  further  term,  also  without 
any  competition  ? 

Mr.  NORTHCOTE  :  Yes ;  I  told  my 
hon.  Friend  that  the  facts  quoted  by  him 
in  his  Question  were  substantially  correct. 
The  contracts  have  been  renewed  on  the 
responsibility  of  the  Director  of  Con- 
tracts. 

Mr.  HANBURY :  For  how  long  ? 

Mr.  NORTHCOTE :  I  cannot  tell  my 
hon.  Friend  the  exact  period ;  but  I  will 
let  him  know. 

EXCISE  —  SKIZURE  OP  TOBACCO  OX 
BOARD  THE  "CITY  OP  BRISTOL" 
AT  BELFAST. 

Mr.  sexton  (Belfast,  W.)  asked 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  Whether 
Edwin  Duniam,  Chief  Officer  of  the 
steamship  City  of  Brietol  was,  at  Belfast, 
on  the  1st  of  June  last,  sentenced  to  a 
month's  imprisonment,  with  the  option 
of  a  fine,  in  consequence  of  the  discovery 
by  the  Customs  officers,  in  a  chain  locker 
of  the  fore-peak  hatch  of  the  ship,  of 
about  20  lbs.  of  tobacco  and  cigars; 
whether  the  ground  of  the  conviction 
was  that  Duniam  had  the  key  of  the 
fore-peak  hatch ;  whether  it  is  the  fact 
that  the  crew  had  continual  access  to 
the  hatch,  which  was  used  as  an  ordinary 
store  or  lumber  room,  and  whether  any- 
one could  enter,  without  touching  the 
lock,  by  merely  removing  a  bolt ;  whe- 
ther, adthough  Duniam  pleaded  this 
state  of  facts  before  the  Oolleotor  of 
Customs  and  the  magistrate,  his  request 
to  have  certain  members  of  the  or^w 
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with;  whether,  protesting  bis 
and  refusing  to  pay  the  fine,  he  was 
committed  to  prisoo,  but  relensod  nest 
day,  tho  fine  having  been  paid  on  his 
behalf  without  his  consent  or  know- 
ledge; whether,  in  consequence  of  a 
refusal  to  refund  the  sum  of  £20,  paid 
by  the  owners  of  the  City  of  Bristol  to 
clear  the  ship  at  Beirast  on  3Ist  May, 
except  on  condition  of  tho  dismissal  of 
Duniam,  the  owners  have  dismissed  him 
from  their  employment,  after  20  years 
of  service,  though  satisGed  of  his 
innocence;  and,  nhethtr  the  cass  will 
be  made  the  subject  of  inquiry? 

The  SECEETARY  (Mr.  Jackson) 
{Leeds,  N.)  :  The  facta  of  the  case  are 
Btibstantlally  as  stated  in  the  Question, 
with  some  exceptions,  and  the  Commis- 
eioners  of  Customs  have  directed  a  fur- 
ther inquiry  to  bo  made. 
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L\yV  AND  JUSTICE  (IRELAND) -PETTY 
SESSIONS  CLERK,  CD.  SLIGO. 
Mr.  sexton  (Belfast,  W.)  asked 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland,  Whether  the  Petty 
Sessions  clerk  of  the  districts  of  Skreen, 
Dromore  AVeat,  and  Easky  (County  ,  fa'"  in  the 
Sligo).  has  been  suspended  from  office  ;  )  Quarter  S.  ,  . 

whether  his  books  have  been  signed  by    Land  Sessions  are  held,  and  bos  been  a 
tho  local  Constabulary;     what  is    the  ,  J^^^^l^-q^arter  Constabulary  station  siuto 


In  aostvor  to  a  further  Qiio^tiun, 
ColokelKING-HAEMAN  said,  the 
failure  of  the  clerk  to  pay  public  money 
was  a  failure  to  pay  the  money  due  for  tha 
financial  quarter  ending  3Ist  July,  and 
to  furnish  an  account  to  the  Quarter  Sea- 
iioQS.  The  clerk  did  not  do  this  until  he 
received  notice  of  suspeneion.  He  ex- 
plained that  this  was  in  consequence  of 
a  previous  illness  ;  and  on  goinj^  through 
his  books,  as  he  had  said,  thecash  balance 
was  found  to  bo  perfectly  correct. 


Mb.  aiLHOOLY  (Cork,  W.)  (for 
Mr.  Flynn)  (Cork,  N.)  asked  the  Chief 
Secretary  t)  tho  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland,  Whether  he  is  aware  that  a 
protest  against  the  removal  of  the  head- 
quarter Rtation  of  the  Boyal  Irish  Con- 
stabulary from  Bftllyniote,  County  Sligo, 
has  been  extensively  signed  by  gentry, 
merchants,  and  traders  of  Ballymote 
and  district;  whether  Ballymote  is  by 
much  the  most  populous  town  in  the 
district,  is  centrally  situate  at  tho  junc- 
if  four  baronies,  has  12  important 
is  the  place  where  the 
,  Petty  Sessions,   and 


nature  of  the  charge  against  bin 
whether  an  investigation  has  bee 
and,  if  so,  by  whom,  and  in  whi 
-,  and  with  what  result  ? 


I  the  formation  of  this  force,  now  some  &' 
I  years  age;  and,  why  the  head-quarters 


The  PAELIAMENTARY    UNDEE    SECEETAKY  (Colonel  Kino-Haeman) 


SECEETAEY  (Colonel  Kino-Ha 
(Kent,  IsleofThanet)  (who  repliod)6 


„)    (Kent,  Isle   of   Thanet)  (who   replied) 
'    '  'aid,  the  Government  had  no  knowledge 


The  Petty  Sessions  clerk  refoTTod  to  was  '  o't^e  protest  referred  to  in  the  Oues- 
suspendod  and  his  official  hooka  taken  I  tio"  having  been  received  ;  but  thefacla 
possession  of  by  the  Constabulary.  The  '  were  substantially  as  stated  in  the  second 
charge  against  the  clerk  wasthat  ho  had  I  part  of  tho  Question.  The  head-quartera 
failed  to  duly  account  for  the  public  of  ^^^  Constabulary  had  been  removed 
moneysreceivodbyhim.  The Eegistrarof  from  Ballymote  owing  to  the  difficulty 
Petty  Sessions  Clerks  detailed  a  member    experienced  in  getting  a  suitable  butld- 


of  his  staff  to  inquire  into  tho  case, 
examined  tbeclerk'sbooks,  cash  balances, 
and  the  mode  in  which  his  general  duties 
were  discharged.  The  inspection  showed    dente. 
that  the  duties  of  the  clerk  were,  with 
the  exception  of  the  default  which  led  to 
his  suspension,  well  discharged,  and  that 
bis    books     and     cash    balances    were 
correct.     As  the  result  uf  this  investiga- 
tion the  clerk 
for  his  default. 


a  site  for  a  building,  at  a  rea- 

rate.     He  would  make  further 

iquiriea  as  to  tho  protest  from  the  resi- 


warnod  against  a 
jfit.     The 
removed, 
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THE  PICTURES    AT  THE  NATIONAL 

GALLERY— REMOVAL  OF  VARNISH. 

Ub.     LAFON^E     (Southwork,     Ber- 

severely  reprimanded    mondsey)   (for  Mr.   Mohoait  Howard) 

(Camberwell,  Dulwich]  asked  the  Secre- 


petition  of  it.     The  suspension  waa  then    tary  to  the  Treasury,  If  any  Beport  baa 
I  been  received  by  the  Ooverameiit  from 
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the  Director  of  the  National  Gallery  re- 
specting certain  successful  experiments 
made  by  Mr.  W.  E.  Jones,  of  Melbourne 
Grove,  East  Dulwich,  in  removing,  by 
a  new  method,  the  varnishes  of  pictures 
at  the  Gallery ;  whether  it  appears  by 
such  Eeport  that  certain  injurious 
chemicals  usually  employed  in  this 
work  have  been  superseded  by  Mr. 
Jones's  method,  and  whether  the  var- 
nislies  of  valuable  pictures  at  the  Gallery 
have  been  thereby  removed  without  the 
least  detriment  to  the  paint,  and  without 
the  slightest  ** skinning"  of  the  pic- 
tures ;  whether  the  Director  has  ex- 
pressed his  great  satisfaction  with  these 
experiments ;  and,  whether  the  Govern- 
ment will  recommend  the  Trustees  of 
the  National  Gallery  to  ascertain  the 
secret  of  the  discovery  referred  to,  in 
order  that  the  National  Collection  of 
valuable  pictures  there  may  be  protected 
and  preserved  ? 

The  secretary  (Mr.  Jackson) 
(Leeds,  N.)  :  I  understand  that  some 
experiments  were  made  by  Mr.  Jones 
in  the  presence  of  the  Director  of  the 
National  Gallery,  and  that  they  were 
successful;  but  the  Director  does  not 
think  it  necessary  to  adopt  Mr.  Jones's 
process  in  lieu  of  that  already  in  use  in 
the  Gallery. 

ITALY— DUTIES  ON  PIG  IRON-CON- 
TINUANCE OF  THE  GERMAN  AND 
ITALIAN  TREATY. 

Mr.  mason  (Lanark,  Mid)  asked 
the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs,  Whether  he  is  aware  that  the 
Italian  Chamber  of  Deputies  has  passed 
a  Bill  imposing  a  duty  of  8«.  per  ton 
upon  pig  iron,  and  proposing  to  levy 
very  heavy  duties  on  manufactured  iron ; 
whether  the  German  and  Italian  Treaty 
is  to  be  continued,  notice  of  its  termina- 
tion being  required  by  1st  August, 
1887;  and,  whether  Great  Britain  will 
enjoy  the  most  favoured  nation  treat- 
ment by  Convention,  and  without  a 
Treaty  ? 

The  under  SECEETAEY  of 
STATE  (Sir  James  Fergusson)  (Man- 
chester, N.E.)  :  The  Italian  Parliament 
has  passed  a  Tariff  Bill  having  effects 
such  as  are  described  in  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber's Question.  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment are  not  informed  if  the  German- 
Italian  Commercial  Treaty  has  been  de- 
nounced ;  but  it  is  probable  that  it  has, 
as  certain  Articles  in  the  Tariff  Act  are 

Mr,  Lafone 


inconsistent  with  it.  Great  Britain  will 
enjoy  the  most  favoured  Nation  treat- 
ment under  its  Oommercial  Treaty  with 
Italy,  which  continues  in  force. 

BULGARIA  —  MISSION     OF    GENERAL 
ERNROTH  TO   SOFIA.  j 

Db.  TANNER  (Cork  Co.,  Mid)  asked  : 
the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
I  Affaiis,  "Whether  the  report  is  true  that 
the  British  Ambassador  in  Constanti- 
nople, acting  in  concert  with  the  Aus- 
trian and  Italian  Ambassadors,  have 
protested  in  the  names  of  their  re- 
spective Governments  against  the  Mis- 
sion of  General  Emroth  to  Sofia ;  whe- 
ther the  case  has  been  submitted  to 
Germany  for  arbitration  ;  and,  whether 
that  Power  has  consented  to  undertake 
the  office  ? 

The  under  SEGRBTAEY  op 
STATE  (Sir  James  Febqusson)  (Man- 
Chester,  N.E.) :  I  am  not  able  to  give 
the  hon.  Member  any  information  on 
the  subject  of  his  Question. 

Dr.  TANNEE  :  May  I  ask  the  right 
Gentleman  what  reason  he  can  allege 
for  not  answering  the  Question,  or  is 
there  any  reason ['*  Order !  "1 

Sir  JAMES  FEEGUSSON:  It  ia 
extremely  inexpedient  to  give  any  infor- 
mation on  the  subject. 

Dr.  tanner  :  When  may  I  expect 
to  get  an  answer  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER:  Order,  order! 

Dr.  tanner  :  I  expect  to  get  an 
answer,  and  I  shall  put  the  Question 
down  again. 

EVICTIONS  (IRELAND)— EVICTIONS  AT 
TANG-PROSECUTIONS. 

Mr.  D.  SULLIVAN  (Westmeath,  8.): 
asked  Mr.  Attorney  General  for  be* 
land,  How  many  men  altogether  were 
summoned  for  taking  part  in  the  eviction 
at  Tang  on  the  17th  August;  whether 
all  of  them  will  be  prosecuted  on  the 
double  charge  preferred  in  the  sum- 
monses; whether,  since  Friday  last, 
additional  summonses  have  been  taken 
out  and  served  ;  and,  whether,  in  these 
cases  also,  it  is  intended  to  proceed  on  two 
distinct  charges  arising  out  of  the  same 
transaction  ? 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Gibson)  (Liverpool, 
Walton),  in  reply,  said,  that  altogether 
17  summonses  were  issued,  and  were 
issued  the  same  night.  No  summonses 
were  taken  out  after  Friday,     mih  re- 
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gard  to  the  latter  part  of  the  Question, 
he  had  to  repeat  the  answer  he  made  on 
Friday  morning — that  answer  was  that 
he  could  not  make  any  statement  with 
regard  to  the  pending  prosecutions,  fur- 
ther than  that  if  it  appeared  on  the  face 
of  the  evidence  that  only  one  ofPence 
had  been  committed,  only  one  sentence 
would  be  imposed. 

Mr.  sexton  (Belfast,  W.)  said,  that 
the  summons  was  not  served  on  some  of 
the  defendants  who  lived  a  great  distance 
from  Mullingar  until  Saturday  ;  and  he 
wished  to  know,  considering  the  gravity 
of  the  charges  and  the  novelty  of  the 
proceedings,  whether  these  men  would 
get  more  than  two  days  to  prepare  their 
defence,  the  cases  coming  on  for  hearing 
tomorrow  ? 

Mr.  GIBSON  said,  the  defence  of  one 
defendant  would  be  the  same  for  all  the 
others. 

Mr.  sexton  :  The  defence  will  in- 
volve  the  summoning  of  a  number  of 
witnesses. 

EVICTIONS  (SCOTLAND)- EVICTION  AT 
CAIRNS  ABERLOUR. 

Dr.  CLAjRK  (Caithness)  asked  the 
Lord  Advocate,  Whether  the  report  in 
the  Edinburgh  JEvening  Nacs  is  correct, 
describing  the  eviction  of  John  Middle- 
ton,  farmer,  of  Cairns  Aberlour,  by  a 
force  of  labourers  and  policemen,  who, 
without  notice,  turned  him  and  his 
family  out,  tore  off  the  roof,  and  de- 
molished the  farm  house,  or  left  it  in 
flames  ;  whether  it  is  true  that  Middle- 
ton  was  not  in  arrears  of  rent,  but  the 
rent  had  been  paid  up  till  the  last  term  ; 
and,  whether  the  Government  will  con- 
sider the  desirability  of  bringing  in  a 
measure  regulating  evictions  in  Scot- 
land? 

The  LOKD  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  J.  H.  A. 
Macdonald)  (Edinburgh  and  St.  An- 
drew's Universities) :  My  attention  was 
only  called  to  this  matter  last  night,  and 
I  am  not  prepared  to  give  an  answer  at 
present. 

REGISTRATION    OF   ELECTORS  (SCOT- 
LAND)-NON-PAYMENT  OF  RATES. 

Db.  CLAEK  (Caithness)  asked  the 
Lord  Advocate,  Whether  it  is  the  fact 
that  the  large  number  of  crofters  dis- 
franchised for  non-payment  of  rates  in 
the  Western  Highlands  and  Islands  are 
under  £4  a-year  rental,  and  have  been 
disfranchised  in  consequence  of  the  land- 


lords not  having  paid  the  compounded 
rates  within  the  appointed  time  ? 

TheLOKD  advocate  (Mr.  J.  H.  A. 
Macdonald)  (Edinburgh  and  St.  An- 
drew's Universities) :  I  have  no  infor- 
mation in  amplification  of  the  answer  I 
gave  on  the  3nd  of  September. 

SCOTLAND— THE     WESTERN    ISLES— 
LOCHMADDY,  UIST. 

Db.  CLARK  (Caithness)  asked  the 
Lord  Advocate,  Whether  his  attention 
had  been  called  to  the  allegation  that 
there  is  no  church  or  place  of  worship  at 
Lochmaddy,  the  principal  town  of  TJist, 
and  that  the  landlord  of  the  district 
refuses  to  grant  a  site  to  the  Free 
Church;  and,  whether  the  Government 
will  introduce  a  measure  next  Session  to 
compel  land  to  be  granted  for  places  of 
worship  where  such  are  required  ? 

The  LOED  advocate  (Mr.  J.  H.  A. 
Macdonald)  (Edinburgh  and  St.  An- 
drew's Universities) :  I  have  no  infor- 
mation on  this  matter,  and  it  will  take 
some  time  to  obtain  it. 

BURIAL  ACTS  —  THE  BATTERSEA 
BURIAL  BOARD  —  THE  ROSE  HILL 
CEMETERY. 

Mr.  PICKERSGILL  (Bethnal  Green, 
S.W.)  asked  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Home  Department,  Whether  his 
attention  has  been  called  to  a  public 
meeting  convened  on  Thursday  last  by 
the  Chairman  of  the  Sutton  (Surrey) 
Local  Board,  on  the  requisition  of  293 
of  the  principal  tradesmen,  medical 
men,  and  other  ratepayers  of  the  town, 
and  to  the  following  Eesolution  adopted 
by  an  overwhelming  majority  at  such 
meeting — 

*'That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  meeting,  the 
offer  of  the  Battersea  Burial  Board  as  to  Rose 
Hill  Cemetery  should  be  accepted,  with  the 
conditions  suggested  by  the  ^Local  Board  de- 
putation :  '* 

and,  whether,  having  regard  thereto, 
and  to  the  urgent  public  necessity  of  the 
case  to  a  large  Metropolitan  constitu- 
ency, and  also  to  the  parish  of  Sutton, 
he  is  now  prepared  to  accede  to  the 
application  of  the  Battersea  Burial 
Board  for  permission  to  use  the  Bose 
Hill  site  for  burial  purposes  ? 

The  SECEETAEY  of  STATE  ^Mr. 
Mjltthbws)  (Birmingham,  E.) :  My  at- 
tention has  been  called  to  the  fact  that  a 
meeting  was  held  on  Thursday  last.^  I 
was  not  informed  by  whom  the  reqaisi- 
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tion  wag  signed.     I  daily  received  con-  moned  before  tbe  Listowel  Petty  Sea- 

ilicting  statements  on  this  subject,  which  sions,  County  Kerry,  under  tbe  Criminal 

I  am  still  considering.  Law  and  Procedure  (Ireland)  Act,  for 

intimidating  and  preventing  tbe  collec- 

WAK   OFFICE  — REGIMENTAL    BANDS  tion  of  rent;  whether,  previous  to  the 

AT  PUBLIC  MEETINGS.  cases  being  heard,    tbe    three  farmers 

(Dnghton)  asked  tho  Secretary  of  State  o^ering  to  pay  aU  costs ;  and,  whether.   :. 

for  War.  Whether  an  Order  has  been  .^  ,„^ »     ,^^  „,  t^i^  ieknowlodgmeat    ' 

recently  issued  from  the  Horse  Guards  ^  ^o„|.doing,  all  proceedings  a|ainst 

to  prevent  regimental  bands  from  play-  ^^^^  ^  »^^  dropped  ? 

ingindistrictsotherthan  those  m  which  ^^  PAELiImENTARY  UNDER   < 

the  regiments  to  which  they  belong  is  gEORETABT  (Colonel  Kixg-HabjiW    I 

located ;  whether  he  is  aware  that  this  .^         ^^  of  Thanet)  (who  replied) 

now  Order  has  prevented  the  bands  of  ^  .^    -j         j     ^          ^^^   ^^    ^,^t 

the  Guards'  regiments  from  playing  in  ^  ^^  j  ^^  Jj^  ^'^  ^^j^  ^  l^^^^ 

several  places  where  they  had  under-  t^^  entire  of  tfe  Question  in  the  affirma- 

taken  to  play;  wnetber  this  new  Kegu-  .. 

lation  has  been  the  subject  of  complaint  *^®' 

from  various  towns  where  the  Guards'  vtvuirkj    rwrvthp    /Tvm^u. 

bands  had  been  engaged  to  play  ;  and,  ''^'^\}!^^'ii^i^  Il^^wInS^^^ 

whether    the   Regulation    had   his   ap-  HALF-STAFF  ALLOWANCES. 

proval?  Sir    WALTER    FOSTER    (Derby, 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  (Mr.  Ilkeston)  asked  the  Under  Secretary  of 

E.  Stanhope)  (Lincolnshire,  Homcastle):  State  for  India,  Whether  an  execative 

An  Order  was  issued   on  the  2nd  of  officer  of  the  Medical  Staff  in  India,  who 

August  under  which  regimental  bands  officiated  for  less  than  one  month  as 

were  forbidden  to  play  out  of  the  mili-  Deputy  Surgeon  General  in  the  absence 

tary  district  in  which  their  head -quarters  of  the  Deputy  Surgeon  General  on  sick 

were  situated,  without  special  permission  leave  or  furlough,  receives  no  allowaQces 

from  the  War  Office.     I  believe  that  the  for  the  period,  although  he  performed 

Guards'  bands  wore  prevented  by  this  the  duties  in  addition  to  his  other  duties ; 

Rule  from  fulfilling  some  of  their  en-  whether,  in  such  an  instance,  the  "half- 

gagements.     One  case— that  of  Brighton  staff''   of  the  appointment  reverted  to 

— has  already  been  brought  to  my  notice  the   State  ;   whether  the  acting  officer 

by  tho  Judge  Advocate  General.     In  would  be  held  pecuniarily  liable  in  the 

others  local  complaints  have  been  made ;  event  of  loss  of  stores  or  other  mistakes ; 

and  I  am  bound  to  say  that  I  think  it  and,  whether  officers  officiating  on  the 

would  have  been  better  if  longer  notice  Military  (combatant)  Staff  in  a  similar 

had  been  given  of  the  change  of  practice  way   would  draw  the  ''half-staff"  for 

intended.     As  regards  the  last  part  of  broken  periods;  and,  why  tbe  difference 

the  hon.  Member's  Question,  the  Com-  is  made  in  the  case  of  medical  officers  ? 

mander-in-Ohief  has  informed  me  that  The    UNDER     SEORETABY    of 

he  considers   the   Order  advisable    on  STATE  job  FOREIGN  APFAIRS  (Sir 

military  grounds.  James  Fergussok)  (Manchester,  N.K) 

Dk.  TANNER  (Cork  Co.,  Mid)  asked,  (who  replied)  said  :  In  accordance  with 

whether  the  same  Rule  applied  to  the  the  undertaking  g^ven  by   me  on  the 

Royal  Artillery  Woolwich  band  ?  1 7th  of  June,  when  this  Question  was 

Mb.  E.  STANHOPE  :  The  Rule  ap-  first  put,  a  Despatch  on  the  subject  waa 

plies  to  all  bands.  addressed  to  the  Government  of  India ; 

but  no  reply  has  yet  been  received. 
CRIMINAL     LAW     AND      PROCEDURE 

(IRELAND)  ACT,  J  887— INTIMIDATION  CRIME    AND     OUTRAGE    (IBELAND)- 

— LISTOWEL   PETTY    SESSIONS,    CO.  iMAJOR^LI DWELL,  DROMARD  HOUSE, 

KERRY.  CO.  TIPPERARY. 

Captain  COLOMB  (Tower  Hamlets,  Mb.   SEXTON  (Belfast,  W.)  asked 

Bow,  &o.)  asked  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 

the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  Whe-  tenant    of   Ireland,    Whether,    on  the 

ther  three  farmers  were  recently  sum-  i  morning  of  Sunday  the  32  oltimo,  Major 
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Lidwell,  of  Promard  House,  County 
Tippcrary,  wont,  accompanied  by  other 
persons,  to  the  farm  of  one  of  his 
tenants,  Patrick  Stapleton,  and,  by  the 
U80  of  an  explosive,  blew  up  a  bridge 
connecting  the  farm  with  the  public 
road  ;  whether,  in  consequence  of  the 
explosion,  a  woman  named  Kennedy 
was  struck  on  the  temple  by  a  stone  ; 
whether  Major  Lidwell  returned  to  the 
place  after  dark  the  same  evening,  and, 
hy  another  explosion,  completed  the 
destruction  of  the  bridge;  whether  he 
then  proceeded  to  the  house  occupied  by 
Mrs.  Stapleton  and  her  children, 
threatened  to  *'  blow  them  and  their 
house  into  the  elements,"  and  also 
threatened  some  neighbours  who  came 
to  the  assistance  of  Mrs.  Stapleton, 
that  he  would  make  them  suffer ; 
whether  Mrs.  Stapleton  immediately 
reported  the  case  to  the  local  police,  and 
has  been  since  informed  by  them  that 
they  are  awaiting  **  instructions  from 
the  authorities ;  "  whether  Major  Lid- 
well  adjudicates  as  a  magistrate  in  the 
Templemore  District ;  and,  what  deter- 
mination has  been  come  to  upon  the 
case  ? 

The  PAELIAMENTAEY  UNDER 
SECRETARY  (Colonel  Kixg-Harman) 
Kent,  Isle  of  Thanet)  (who  replied)  said, 
he  regretted  he  had  received  no  further 
information  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  SEXTON:  I  must  take  e^ery 
opportunity  that  occurs  to  get  an  an- 
swer to  this  Question. 

Colonel  KING-HARMAN  :  I  assure 
the  hon.  Gentleman  that  I  am  doing  all 
I  can  to  get  the  particulars,  and  I  in- 
tend to  take  further  steps. 

REGISTRATION  OF  VOTERS  (IRELAND) 
—REMUNERATION  OF  UNION  CLERKS. 

Mr.  W.  a.  MAODONALD  (Queen's 
Co.,  Ossory)  asked  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury,  Whether  he  is  aware  that  an 
opinion  has  been  universally  expressed 
by  Boards  of  Guardians  in  Ireland  that 
the  cost  of  remunerating  clerks  of 
Unions  employed  in  connection  with  the 
work  of  Parliamentary  registration 
should  be  defrayed  out  of  Imperial 
funds,  instead  of,  as  present,  out  of 
local  rates  ;  and,  whether  similar  repre- 
sentations have  reached  him  from  Eng- 
land ;  and,  if  so,  whether  he  will  con- 
sider the  advisability  of  introducing 
legislation  dealing  with  the  subject  ? 


The  SECRETARY  (Mr.  Jackson, 
Leeds,  N.) :  I  understand  that  the  Irish 
Government  has  received  from  Boards 
of  Guardians  expressions  of  opinion  in 
the  direction  indicated  by  the  hon. 
Member.  No  similar  representations 
have  been  made  to  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  in  England  ;  and  I  am  not 
aware  of  any  intention  on  the  part  of 
the  Government  of  initiating  legislation 
on  the  subject. 

CRBIINAL  LAW  AND  PROCEDURE  (IRE- 
LAND) ACT,  1887— **  BOYCOTTING" 
IN  THE  QUEEN'S  COUNTY. 

Mr.  W.  a.  MACDONALD  (Queen'  a 
Co.,  Ossory)  asked  the  Chief  Secretary 
to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  in 
reference  to  the  Eeturn  giving  21  cases 
of  Boycotting  in  the  Queen's  County, 
Whether  he  will  state  the  locality  in 
which  each  of  the  alleged  cases  has 
occurred,  with  a  view  to  enabling  the 
Representatives  of  the  county  to  test  the 
accuracy  of  the  Eeturn  by  personal  in- 
quiry ? 

The  PAELIAMENTAEY  UNDER 
SECRETAEY  (Colonel  King-Harman) 
(Kent,  Isle  of  Thanet),  (who  replied) 
said :  The  Government  have  already 
stated  to  the  House  that  they  cannot 
undertake  to  give  tlie  names  of  the 
persons  Boycotted,  or  the  particular 
locality  in  which  they  preside. 

POST  OFFICE— HOUSE  OF  COMMONS— 
RE-DIRECTION  OF  LETTERS. 

Mr.  W.  a.  MACDONALD  (Queen's 
Co.,  Ossory;  asked  the  Postmaster 
General,  Whether  his  attention  has 
been  directed  to  the  imperfect  way  in 
which  the  duty  of  re-directing  the 
letters  of  Members  which  are  sent,  in 
the  first  instance,  to  the  House  of  Com- 
mons is  at  present  performed;  and^ 
whether  he  will  give  instructions  that 
this  work  shall  be  more  efficiently  dis- 
charged during  the  Eecess  ? 

The  POSTMASTEE  GENERAL 
(Mr.  Eaikes)  (Cambridge  University) : 
The  short  Notice  which  the  hon.  Member 
has  given  has  prevented  me  from  making 
so  full  an  inquiry  into  the  matter  as  I 
should  have  desired ;  but  I  may,  neverthe- 
less, state  with  confidence  that  I  have  no 
reason  to  think  that  the  duty  of  re- direct- 
ing Members'  letters  from  the  House  is 
imperfectly  or  carelessly  performed,  but 
that  the  contrary  is  the  case.  In  order  to 
prevent  delay,  letters  which  have  to  be 
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re-diM -tpfl  are  not  sent  t^  tli9  House,  The   PABIJAMENTABY  XjXDEB 

but  are  dealt  with  in  the  District  Post  8ECBETABT  (Cktlonel  Kiso-HAmiAs; 

Offio'j  by  the  poUal  staff  of  the  House,  (Kent,  Isle  of  Thanet),   (who  replied 

with  Ruchassistance  as  may  be  necessary;  said:  An  authorized   atatement  on  tke 

and  I  am  informed  that,  on  an  average,  part  of  the  Boyal  Dublin   Society  ap- 

3,000  letters  a-day  are  thus  re-directed,  peared  some  time   ago    in  the  pnbUc 

the  number  sometime')  exceeding  5,000.  Press  giving  full  particnlara  as  to  the 

The  work  appears  to  be  done  so  care-  sires  and  the  head-quartexs  at  which  they 

fully  that  I  am  assured  that  no  written  will  be  stationed, 
complaint  of  an  error  in   re-directing 

has  been  received  during  the  present  POST  OFFICE  (IRELAND) — ^DAT  MJULS 

Hession,  and  only  one  personal  complaint.  FROM  DRUMSXA. 

This  was  from  the  hon.  Member  himself  ^^    TUVSR  (Westmoath,  N.)   (for 

about  a    month  ago.      He  was   then  ^^    Hatdkt)  (teitrim,  8.)  asked  the 

requested  to  furnish  the  covers  of  the  Postmaster  General,  Whether  Drumsna 

letters  stated  to  have  been  'ncorrectly  j^  ^  ^^^ing  office  for  Kilmoro  and  HiUo- 

treated,  with  a  view  to  inquiry ;  but  this  ^^^^      ^^^^^^^    ^y^^    j         ^^il,    ^^ 

ho  has  not  done.     I  may  remind  the  jy^^^^^    ^r    Dublin    are    forwarded 

llouso  that  there  are  three  other  Mem-  ^j^^^.^  ,^^  ^^^t  station;    whether  the 

bors  whose  names  are  similar  to  that  of  ^j^j  ^^j,  ^  ^^^  ^^^  j^j^  ^^^^^ 

the  hon.  Member  although  two  of  them  o„!gta„non,  passing  by  the  Drumsna 

are  not  spelt  in  the  same  way ;  and  it  is,  Railway  Station  to  Dublin  four  honn 

of  course,  possible  that  an  obscurely-  ^^^er ;  and,  whether  he  will  so  atiange 

a,ddressed  letter  may  have  been  sent  to  ^j^^^  ^^^     •  ^^  ^^^^  ^jy  y^  {oTYiJk 

tho  wrong  person ;  but  there  is  no  evi-  ^j^^^^  ^,  ^^  ^ay  mails  now  are,  and 

denceottlns.  thus  give  the  people  of  the  three  dis- 

•  w";  ^\^-  MAODONALD  :   Is  the  ^^^^^^  \^^^  ^  ^^^^  1^          ^j^^  ^j^^j^ 

right  hon.  aentloman  aware  of  tli^  fact  ^^^^^  ^  write  their  cor^pondence? 

that  two  letters  addressed  to  Mr.  W.M.  ^^^     POSTMASTER    ^ENERAL 

M'Arthur  M.P.,  have  been  received  by  (^^   ^^^^^^  (Cambridge  Uniyersity): 

me    recmty,    and    that    I    frequendy  i  undertook,  on  the  1st  Instant,  to  haw 

receive  letters   intended   for   the  Lord  i„q„i,y  „,ade  in  Ireland  on  the  several 

Advocate,  while  he  receives  letters   in-  points  embraced  in  the  hon.  Member'* 

tended  for  me ;  also,  that  two  letters  re-  ^ue^tion ;  but  there  has  not  been  time 

ceived  for  me  at  the  House  of  Commons  ^^  ^  jj    '^^  ^  be  furnished,  or  to  give 

wore  sent  to  the  9on8titutional  Club?  to  the  matter,  which  involyes  detaU,  the 

Perhaps  my  experience  in  this  respect  consideration  which  must  precede  a  de- 

"aL'7wBUTHER  (St.  Andrew's,  £?;    '''"'  *'^'  ""'  ""  ""'"""'' 

&c.)   stated   that    on    more    than    one  ^' 

occasion  his  letters  had  been  re-directed  .  T^^^rr.  a  t mxr    ^r^n.rr^r  *  ^^«    ^,., 

to  the  Members  whose  names  were  next  p,,f^'™^^^L:^^^^^ 

to  his  above  and  below  in  Vacher's  Par.  ^"^^^^   ^,!^o^!^^.o^^^^^^   ^^^^'^' 

liamentary  Guide.  ^'^^^  DOOKYAKD. 

Mr.  EATKES  :  I  think  it  is  possible  Sir  JOHN  PULESTON  (Devonport) 

that  the  letters   referred  to  may  have  asked  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiraltj, 

been  re  directed  at  some  other  office,  and  Whether,  having  reference  to  the  num- 

not  by  the  staff  in  the  llouso.  ber  of  men  in  the  Deyonport  Dockyard 

being  reduced  to  about  the  proportion 

lUKLAND  -HOUSE    BKEKDING-WIN-  assigned  to  it  of  the   18,000  at  which 

NKRS     AT     TllK^    ROYAL     DUBLIN  the  Dockyard  estabUshmento  are  to  be 

SOCIETY'S  SHOW.  maintained,  he  can  now  say  that  prefer- 

Mr.  TUITE  (Wostmeath,  N.)  (for  Mr.  ence  will  be  given  to  the  re-employment 

HAYnEN)(Loitrim.S.)  asked  the  Chief  Se-  of  those  discharged  in  filling  up  Tacan- 

crotaryto  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  cies   as   they  may  arise  from   deaths. 

Can  ho  now  give  the  information  promised  superannuation,  or  other  caosea  ? 

in  reference  to  tho  places  to  which  the  The   FIRST  LORD  (Lord  Oboboe 

winners  of  tho  prizes  for  sires  at  the  IIamilton)  (Middlesex,  Ealing):  In  the 

recent  Royal  Dublin  Society's  Show  will  event  of  any  re-entries,  preference  will 

be  stationed  ?  be  given  to  such  discharged  hands  as 
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may  present  themselves  for  re- employ- 
ment, provided  their  qualifications  are 
suitable. 

Dr.  tanner  (Cork  Co.,  Mid)  asked, 
what  was  the  average  number  of  re- 
entries per  annum  owing  to  the  cause 
mentioned  in  the  Question  ? 

Lord  GEORGE  HAMILTON  said, 
he  did  not  know  that  there  had  been 
any  hitherto,  because  the  tendency  in 
past  years  had  been  to  increase  rather 
than  diminish  establishments. 

ADMIRALTY  (SHIPS,  &c.)-SHrPS  BUILT 
BY  CONTRACT  —  REFUSAL  OF  THE 
"  AUSTRALIA  '*  AND  OTHERS. 

Sir  JOHN  PULESTON  (Devonport) 
asked  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty, 
Whether  the  Admiralty  declined  to  take 
over  the  Amtralia  on  account  of  defec- 
tive work ;  whether  the  extra  cost  is  to 
be  made  good  by  the  contractors  or  by 
the  Admiralty  ;  whether  more  than  one 
Survey  or  Report  has  been  made,  in 
which  it  is  stated  that  the  ship  was  not 
built  according  to  specification  in  many 
particulars ;  that  the  torpedo  arrange- 
ments were  faulty ;  that  the  racers  had 
not  been  fitted  with  the  care  necessary 
for  the  safe  working  of  the  guns ;  and 
that  the  quick  firing  guus  had  not  been 
placed  on  hard  wood,  in  the  manner 
such  work  is  done  in  the  Dockyards,  and 
80  forth ;  whether  the  Dockyard  officials 
have  recommended  the  retention  of  a 
large  sum  out  of  the  balance  remaining 
unpaid  to  the  contractors;  whether  the 
Phaeton  and  Galatea^  the  Archer^  and 
other  contract-built  ships  have  required 
alterations  and  repairs,  at  heavy  cost  to 
the  Admiralty;  and,  whether  he  will 
grant  a  Eeturn  of  the  cost  of  alterations 
and  repairs  of  ships  built  by  private 
firms  during  the  last  five  or  six  years, 
and  also  lay  upon  the  Table  of  the 
House  the  various  Eeports  made  by  the 
officials  of  the  Admiralty  or  Dockyards 
on  the  Australia  and  other  ships  handed 
over  by  the  shipbuilders  ? 

The  FIEST  LORD  (Lord  George 
Hamilton)  (Middlesex,  Ealing) :  The 
Admiralty  have  not  delined  to  take  over 
the  Australia,  TheBeport  of  Survey  is 
satisfactory ;  but  some  few  minor  items 
have  been  left  incomplete,  or  will  re- 
quire adjustment.  The  cost  of  com- 
pleting these  in  accordance  with  the 
contract  will  be  paid  by  the  contractors. 
The  racers  to  her  guns  and  the  sills  to 


torpedo  ports  require  slight  adjustment* 
The  stands  for  the  quick-firing  guns 
have  been  laid  on  hard  wood ;  but  there 
is  a  mistake  of  about  five-eighths  of  an 
inch  as  to  the  height  required.  In  ac- 
cordance with  the  usual  practice  and 
with  the  provisions  of  the  contract,  a 
sum  of  money  has  been  kept  back  to 
cover  the  cost  of  any  defects  or  de- 
ficiencies that  may  be  discovered.  With 
regard  to  other  con  tract- built  ships, 
some  defects  have  occurred  in  the  boilers 
of  three  of  the  vessels  of  the  Archer 
class,  which  are  being  made  good  by  the 
contractors.  The  defects  in  the  ma- 
chinery of  the  Phaeton  occurred  after 
the  expiration  of  her  12  months'  gua- 
rantee from  contractors,  and  were  con- 
sequeutly  made  good  at  the  cost  of  the 
Admiralty.  The  hulls  of  these  ships 
have  been  built  satisfactorily.  The 
Qalatea  is  still  in  the  contractors'  hands 
at  Glasgow.  There  will  be  no  objection 
to  give  the  Keturn  relating  to  the  cost 
of  alterations  and  repairs  of  ships  built 
by  contract.  The  Reports  of  Admiralty 
and  Dockyard  officers  are,  however, 
made  for  the  information  of  the  Admi- 
ralty, and  are  confidential. 

ROYAL  IRISH  CONSTABULARY  — 
CHARGE  AGAINST  THE  SERGEANT 
OF  POLICE  STATION  AT  PIKE,  BAL- 
LINGARRY,  CO.  TIPPERARY. 

Mr.  GILHOOLY  (Cork,  W.)  (for  Mr- 
P.  J.  O'Brien)  (Tipperary,  N.)  asked 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland,  "Whether  any  Beport 
has  been  received  with  reference  to  the 
sergeant  in  charge  of  the  police  station 
at  Pike,  County  of  Tipperary,  having 
been  drunk  on  the  evening  of  the  30tb 
June  last  when  absent  on  duty  at  Lorrha 
Petty  Sessions ;  and,  if  not,  will  he 
cause  inquiry  to  be  made  into  the 
fact? 

The  PAELIAMENTAEY  UNDER 
SECEETAEY  (Colonel  King-Harblan) 
(Kent,  Isle  of  Thanet)  (who  replied) 
said  :  No  Eeport  of  such  an  occurrence 
has  been  received  by  the  County  In- 
spector. 

Mr.  sexton  (Belfast,  W.) :  Whoso 
duty  would  it  be  to  report  to  the  County 
Inspector  ? 

Colonel  KING-HABMAN  :  The 
District  Inspector. 

Mr.  sexton  :  And  who  would  re- 
port to  the  District  Inspector?  Will 
the  right  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman 
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inquire  whothor  this  occurrence  took 
place  ? 

Colonel  KING-HARMAN:  In- 
quiries are  bein^  made. 

Mr.  GILHOOLY  :  I  will  repeat  the 
Question  on  Thursday. 

TITHE  CO^IMUTATION  ACIS  — INCI- 
DENCE OF  CHARGE. 

Mr.  HOWELL  (Bethnal  Green,  N.E.) 
asked  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury, 
Whether,  under  the  Acts  for  the  Com- 
mutation of  Tithes,  the  contributions 
towards  compulsory  redemption  are 
payable  by  the  occupier,  or  persons  in 
possession  of  the  land,  whether  as  free- 
holders, lessees  under  a  beneficial  lease, 
or  mortgagee  ;  whether  he  is  aware  that 
tithes  are  subject  to  local  rates,  and  that 
their  commutation  will  deprive  Local 
Authorities  of  the  moans  of  recovering 
that  source  of  income  ;  and,  whether,  if 
the  facts  be  as  stated,  Her  Majesty's 
Government  will  introduce  a  measure  to 
prevent  injustice  being  done  to  lease- 
holders and  the  ratepayers  generally, 
by  the  present  mode  of  compulsory  tithe 
redemption  ? 

The  first  LORD  (Mr.  W.  H. 
Smith)  (Strand,  Westminster) :  Contri- 
butions towards  the  compulsory  redemp- 
tion of  tithe  rent-charge  are,  under  the 
Acts  for  the  commutation  of  tithes, 
payable  by  the  owners  of  the  lands 
chargeable  therewith — that  is,  the  per- 
sons in  actual  receipt  of  the  rents  or 
profits  of  the  land,  whether  as  free- 
holders or  mortgagees,  in  possession.  In 
the  case  of  a  beneficial  lease  (on  which 
a  rent  less  than  two-thirds  the  value  of 
tho  premises  is  reserved,  and  of  which 
the  term  exceeds  14  years)  the  lessee  and 
lessor  are  jointly  liable  according  to 
their  respective  interests.  In  regard  to 
the  second  part  of  the  Question  of  the 
hon.  Member,  a  rent-charge  has  been 
substituted  for  tithes,  and  this  rent- 
charge  is  subiect  to  local  rates  under 
6  &  7  Will  IV.  c.  71,  ss.  69  and  70. 
When  the  rent-charge  is  redeemed  tho 
Local  Authorities  lose  tlie  rates  upon  it ; 
but  the  rateable  value  of  the  property 
which  was  subject  to  tho  rent-charge  is 
increased  when  freed  from  the  charge  ; 
and,  consequently,  the  rates  lost  in  re- 
spect of  the  rent- charge  are  practically 
recouped  by  the  increased  sum  received 
from  rates  on  the  property.  I  am  not 
prepared,  therefore,  to  accept  the  view 
of  the  hon.  JMember  that  injustice  is 

Mr,  Sexton 


done  either  to    leaseholders    or   rate- 
payers. 

BUSINESS  OF  THE  HOUSE— EAST  INDIA 
REVENUE  ACCOUNTS -THE  ANNUAL 
FINANCIAL  statement. 

In  reply  to  Mr.  BRADiiACGH  (North- 
ampton), 

The  first  LORD  of  the  TEEA- 
SURY  (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith)  (Strand. 
Westminster)  said :  In  the  event  of 
Supply  being  closed  on  Wednesday,  the 
Indian  Budget  will  be  taken  on  Thurs- 
day; and  in  the  event  of  Supply  not 
being  closed  until  Thursday  the  Indiaa 
Budget  will  be  taken  on  Friday.  I 
hope  I  may  rely  on  it  that  the  days  I 
havo  mentioned  will  be  the  last  days  of 
Supply. 

Subsequently, 

General  Sir  GEORGE  BALFOUE 
(Kincardine)  asked,  whether  the  Indian 
Budget,  when  taken,  would  be  the  first 
Order  of  the  Day  ? 

Mr.  W.  H.  SMITH :  I  should  be  ex- 
ceedingly happy  to  meet  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Gentleman's  views  in  the 
matter ;  but  he  must  be  aware  that  I 
cannot  enter  into  any  engagement  of 
tho  kind.  At  this  period  of  the  Session 
I  must  make  the  arrangements  which 
are  best  calculated,  in  my  judgpnent,  t) 
promote  the  convenience  of  the  Hoose. 

IRREGULAR  QUESTIONS. 

Sir  JOHN  PULE8T0N  (Devonport\ 
rose  to  put  a  Question  arising  out  of  an 
answer  which  had  been  given  with  refe- 
rence to  tho  reduction  of  men  in  tho 
Dockyards.  He  wished  to  ask,  was  it 
not  a  fact  that  some  1,200  or  1,300  men 
a-year  were  retired  by  deaths  or  super- 
annuation  

Mb.  SPEAXER  interposing,  said: 
I  hope  the  hon.  Gentleman  will  not  go 
back  on  Questions  which  have  boea 
answered  long  before.  The  practice  is 
very  inconvenient,  and  I  have  already 
expressed  a  hope  that  the  House  would 
not  sanction  it. 

T11EATRES-0FFICIA.L   SURVKYS- 
BURNINCr  OF  THE  EXETER  THEATRE. 

Sra  JOHN  PULESTON  (Devonport) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department,  Whether  he  has  any  infer- 
mation  whatever  which  has  not  been 
published,  relating  to  the  terrible  eatas- 
tropho    which   took    place    at    Exeter 
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Theatre  last  night ;  and  whether,  also, 
considering  that  this  was  a  new  theatre, 
having  been  built  but  very  recently, 
any  official  survey  was  deemed  neces- 
sary by  the  Home  Office  ? 

The  SEORETARY  of  STATE  (Mr. 
Maithews)  (Birmingham,  E.) :  No  offi- 
cial survey  was  held  by  the  Home 
Office,  becauso  the  Home  Office  has  no 
authority  to  hold  any  survey  in  the 
Provinces.  This  jurisdiction  rests  en- 
tirely with  the  Justices  in  Special  Ses- 
sion, who  may  require,  as  a  condition  of 
granting  a  licence,  that  a  survey  of  the 
building  shall,  be  made,  and  certain 
structural  conditions  be  complied  with. 
"With  regard  to  the  accident  itself,  I 
regret  to  say  that  I  am  informed  by 
telegraph  received  a  few  minutes  ago 
that  as  many  as  119  persons  are  dead  ; 
but  I  am  glad  to  say,  as  a  set-off  against 
that,  I  am  also  informed  that  those  who 
are  injured  are  progressing  favourably. 

Dr.  tanner  (Cork Co.,  Mid.):  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  a  Question 
of  which  I  have  given  him  private  Notice, 
Whether,  in  consequence  of  the  fre- 
quently-recurring disasters  and  loss  of 
11  fo  in  theatres,  and  other  places  of  public 
meeting  and  amusement,  steps  will  be 
immediately  taken  to  appoint  Inspectors 
by  and  under  the  Home  Department, 
whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  inspect  all  such 
places  of  amusement  and  meeting  in 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  who 
might  have  immediate  power  to  prevent 
any  performance  in  such  theatres  and 
places  as  shall  not  be  adequately  pro- 
vided with  commodious  exit  for  use  in 
all  cases  of  sudden  emergency ;  and 
also,  whether,  bearing  in  mind  the  fact 
that  most  of  the  fires  in  theatres — and 
notably  the  calamitous  fire  which  oc- 
curred last  night  in  the  City  of  Exeter — 
originate  on  the  stage,  an  iron  drop- 
screen  shall  in  future  be  deemed  a  neces- 
sary appurtenance  in  every  theatre  ? 

Mr.  MATTHEWS :  I  regret  to  say 
that  it  would  not  be  possible  to  act  on 
the  suggestion  of  the  hon.  Member 
without  legislation.  Outside  the  Metro- 
politan area  there  is  no  power  in  any 
Government  Department,  or  in  any  Local 
Authority,  to  inspect  theatres,  or  to  in- 
sist on  structural  alterations,  except  as 
a  condition  of  licensing  a  theatre  in  the 
first  instance,  and  possibly  under  local 
Acts  of  Parliament.  Within  the  Metro- 
politan area  the  Metropolitan  Board  of 
Works  have  sufficient  powers  to  enforce 


the  precautions  which  they  may  deem 
necessary ;  and  they  have  largely  acted 
on  those  powers.  The  dreadful  calamity 
which  has  occurred  at  Exeter  shows  the 
necessity  of  legislation  for  Provincial 
theatres,  and  the  Government  will  give 
their  attention  to  the  subject. 

ROYAL  IRISH  CONSTABULARY— AL- 
LEGED BRUTALITY  AT  BALLINA- 
SLOE. 

Mr.  HARRIS  (Galway,  E.) :  I  wish 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  If  he  can  g^ve 
any  information  as  to  the  truth  or  false- 
hood of  the  statement  in  The  Daily  News 
of  this  day,  as  to  the  outrage  by  a  con- 
stable on  Mr.  Lewis  Ward.  The  state- 
ment is : — 

"  A  despatch  from  Ballinasloe  states  that,  on 
Saturday  night,  a  roan  named  Patriok  Barratt 
was  being  convened  to  the  train  en  route  for 
Galway,  bail  having  been  refused  in  his  case, 
and  a  large  crowd  of  the  leading  inhabitants  of 
the  town  assembled  to  escort  the  prisoner  to  the 
station.  Barratt  a  short  time  ago  was  evicted. 
On  the  departure  of  the  train  loud  cheers  were 
given  for  Barratt  and  the  Plan  of  Campaign, 
and  this  appeared  to  provoke  the  police,  who 
proceeded  to  baton  every  person  on  the  railway 
platform  indiscriminately.  The  police,  in  passing 
through  the  town  subsequently,  were  hooted  by 
the  crowd  who  had  assembled  in  the  streets.  Mr. 
Lewis  Ward,  a  son  of  Mr.  Lewis  Ward,  builder 
and  contractor,  was  set  upon  by  Constable 
Nolan,  and  his  skull  was  fractured,  and  his  ear 
almost  severed  from  his  head.  The  young 
gentleman  was  borne  to  his  father's  house  in 
an  insensible  condition,  and  he  has  had  to  be 
left  downstairs,  as  the  doctor  advised  his  friends 
that  his  removal  upstairs  might  prove  fatal. 
The  constable  ran  away  after  perpetrating  this 
oatrage  ;  but  was  identified  by  Mr.  Harris,  jun. 
Several  gentlemen  witnessed  the  assault,  in- 
cluding Messrs.  J.  S.  Smith  and  Knox,  of  the 
National  Bank,  and  Mr.  R.  F.  Walker  of  The 
Western  yews.  Mr.  Ward,  who  is  in  a  most 
precarious  condition,  is  under  the  care  of  Dr. 
Delahunt,  who  is  in  constant  attendance  upon 
him." 

Oan  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  give  me 
any  information  as  to  this  statement?  The 
parties  concerned  are  friends  of  mine, 
and  I  shall  be  very  glad  to  receive  any 
information. 

The  chief  SECRETARY  (Mr. 
A.  J.  Balfour)  (Manchester,  E.) :  I  am 
afraid  I  have  no  information  to  g^ve  the 
hon.  Gentleman.  He  only  gave  me  his 
Notice  as  I  was  entering  the  House. 
I  have  heard  nothing  of  the  matter ;  but 
if  he  will  put  a  Notice  on  the  Paper  I 
will  inquire  about  it. 

Mb.  HARRIS :  WiU  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  give  me  the  information  to- 
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morrow,   or   will  he  be  likely  to  have 
it? 

Mu.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  may  be  able, 
but  I  cannot  (i^uaranteo  it. 

Mr.  sexton  (Belfast,  W.) :  I  wish 
to  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  con- 
sidering the  gravity   of  this  case  and 
also  the  number  of  these  unprovoked 
attacks  by  the  police  at  evictions,  and  , 
other  incidents,   and  what  may  happen  , 
during  the  winter,  whether  he  will  con-  ; 
aider  the  necessity  of  issuing  instructions  . 
to  the  police  to  abstain  from  violence,  j 
except  in  caseR  where  actual  violence  or  ' 
obstruction  is  offered  ? 

Mr.   a.  J.  BALFOUR  :   I  have  no  , 
reason  to  believe  that  the  police  have 
used  violence,  except  in  cases  in  which 
actual  violence  has  been  used  against 
them. 

Mr.  HARRIS :  Well,  I  can  read  a 
letter  which  I  have  got  on  the  subject, 
and  which  leaves  no  doubt  that  the  Con- 
stabulary do  so. 

Mr.  SPEAKER:  Order,  order!  If 
the  hon.  Gentleman  puts  his  Question 
down  on  the  Paper,  it  will,  no  doubt, 
receive  attention. 

BUSINESS  OF  THE  HOUSE -SUPERAN- 
NUATION ACTS  AMENDMENT  BILL. 

Mr.  PICKERSGILL  (Bethnal  Green, 
S.W.)  asked  the  First  Lord  of  the  Trea- 
sury, Whether,  seeing  that  the  Super- 
annuation Acts  Amendment  Bill  was 
only  introduced  on  the  4th  of  August, 
and  that  it  dealt  with  a  very  important 
subject,  the  Government  would  withdraw 
it  this  Session  and  re-introduce  it  early 
next  year  ? 

The  FIRST  LORD  (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith) 
(Strand,  Westminster) :  I  regret  that  it  is 
not  in  my  power  to  respond  to  the  appeal 
of  the  hon.  Member.  The  Bill  is  neces- 
sary in  order  to  validate  certain  arrange- 
ments which  have  been  made,  and  will 
be  made  from  time  to  time,  by  the 
Treasury  in  the  interests  of  the  Civil 
servants  themselves,  and  which  have  been 
called  in  question  by  the  Public  Accounts 
Committee.  The  Bill  has,  according  to 
the  hon.  Gentleman's  own  statement, 
boon  before  the  House  five  weeks,  and 
has  been  brought  to  the  notice  of  almost 
everyone  chiefly  concerned,  and  the 
Government  feel  it  necessary  to  press  it 
on  the  consideration  of  the  House  and 
pass  it  into  law,  if  we  can,  in  the  course 
of  the  present  Session. 

Mr,  Harris 


CRIMrNAL  LAW  AND  PROCEDURE 
(IRELAND)  ACT,  1887  —  THE  PRO- 
CLAIMED  MEETING  IN  CLARE. 

Sir  WILFRID  LAWSON  (Cumber- 
land, Oockermouth)  :  I  beg,  Sir,  to  ask 
a  Question  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Stockport  (Mr.  Gedge)  concerning  an 
important  Notice  which  he  has  put  down 
on  the  Order  Book — 

''To  call  the  attention  of  the  Ilooae  to  the 
conduct  of  the  Government  and  of  certain  Mem- 
bers of  the  House  with  respect  to  the  proclaimed 
meetings  in  the  County  of  C1m«,  on  Sunday  the 
4th  of  September;  and  to  move  a  Resolution/* 

I  wish  to  ask  the  hon.  Member  for  Stock- 
port whether  he  will  give  the  House  any 
intimation  of  the  time  when  he  intends  to 
bring  that  Eesolution  forward  ? 

[No  reply.] 

Sib  WILFRID  LAWSON  :  Well,  as 
I  cannot  get  any  answer  from  the  hon. 
Member,  I  will  ask  a  Question  of  the 
G-ovemment.  I  beg  to  ask,  whether  the 
Government  have  made  up  their  minds— 
as  it  appears  we  are  not  to  be  allowed  to 
disouss  this  question — whether  they  haye 
made  up  their  minds  to  prosecute  the 
hon.  Member  for  Wednesbury  (Mr.  P. 
Stanhope)  for  taking  part  in  a  proclaimed 
meeting  in  Ireland  last  Sunday? 

The  first  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith)  (Strand, 
Westminster) :  I  must  say  that  I  am 
taken  by  surprise.  It  is  not  in  my 
power  to  give  an  answer  to  such  a 
question;  and  even  if  it  were  in  my 
power  I  should  not  give  an  answer  to 
such  a  Question  as  that  which  the  hon. 
Baronet  has  addressed  to  me.  I  have  no 
knowledge  whatever  of  the  oircnmstances. 
It  is  not  within  my  Department;  and, 
therefore,  I  am  not  aware  whether  the 
hon.  Member  for  Wednesbury  has 
brought  himself  within  the  law  or  not 

Mb.  £.  ROBERTSON  (Dundee):  May 
I  ask  the  Attorney  General  forXreland 
whether  it  is  intended  to  prosecute  any 
persons  who  took  part  in  the  meeting  ? 

Tub  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  foe 
IRELA.ND  (Mr.  Gibson)  (Liverpool, 
Walton) :  It  is  not  the  practice,  as  far  as 
I  am  aware,  for  Questions  to  be  asked 
and  Questions  to  be  answered  as  to  the 
action  of  the  Grown  in  instituting  pro- 
secutions. 

Mr.  R.  T.  REID  (Dumfries,  fto.) :  I 
beg  to  ask,  whether  the  Government  will 
give  us  the   instructions  whioh   were 
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issued  to  the  of&eers  in  command  of  the 
military  and  police  as  to  the  circumstances 
under  which  they  were  or  were  not  to 
interfere  with  the  meetinj?  ? 

The  chief  SECRETARY  for  IRE- 
LAND (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour) (Manchester, 
E.) :  The  request  which  has  been  made 
to  the  Government  is  not  one  which  I 
think  is  usually  addressed  to  the  Govern- 
ment, or  one  which  I  think  it  would  be 
in  the  public  interest  to  answer. 

Mr.  R.  T.  REID  :  Allow  me  to  state 
my  reason  for  asking  the  Question.  It 
is  obviously  illegal  to  disperse  a  meeting 
if  that  meeting  be  of  a  peaceable  character, 
and  my  object  is  to  learn  from  the  right 
hon.  Gentlemen  whether  the  military 
and  police  are  commissioned  to  interfere 
with  peaceable  meetings  in  Ireland,  or 
only  when  they  became  otherwise  than 
peaceable  ? 

[No  reply.] 

ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY, 


SUPPLY- CIVIL  SERVICE  ESTIMATES. 
Supply — considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Class     I. — Public    Works     and 

Buildings. 

(1.)  £441,500  (including  a  Supple- 
mentary  sum  of  £256,000),  to  complete 
the  sum  for  Disturnpiked  and  Main 
Roads,  England  and  Wales. 

CoLONRL  NOLAN  (Galway,  N.) :  I 
wish  to  ask  the  Government  a  question 
in  reference  to  this  Supplementary  sum 
of  £256,000.  It  seems  to  me  to  be 
part  of  a  sum  of  £450,000  supplied  in 
the  beginning  of  the  year  by  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  for  the  high- 
ways generally.  It  would  appear  that 
there  is  a  sum  of  £50,000  given  to  Ire- 
land, though  it  is  not  a  g^ft  to  Ireland 
in  the  ordinary  sense  of  the  word,  but 
simply  an  equivalent — and  not  a  very 
large  one — for  the  sum  of  £450,000  allo- 
cated this  year  to  England  and  Scotland 
in  respect  of  highways.  The  £50,000 
given  to  Ireland  is  to  be  devoted  to  a 
variety  of  purposes,  one  of  them  being 
the  breeding  of  horses ;  but  I  under- 
stand that  more  than  that  sum  will  be 
taken  from  the  county  cess  towards  this 
grant. 

The  CHAIRMAN  :  I  must  point  out 
to  the  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  that 


the  question  he  is  raising  is  not  rele- 
vant to  the  present  Vote. 

Colonel  NOLAN :  The  grant  is  given 
to  relieve  the  highway  rates  in  England, 
and  I  want  to  know  what  equivalent 
sum  is  to  be  given  to  Ireland  as  against 
this  £450,000  ?  For  all  I  know  there 
may  be  another  item  in  the  Votes  deal- 
ing with  the  turnpike  rates  in  England, 
and  undoubtedly  the  Irish  people  have 
to  contribute  to  the  cost  out  of  the 
county  cess.  Therefore,  what  I  wish  to 
know  is,  whether  this  is  really  the  only 
sum  which  appears  in  the  Votes,  or 
whether  there  is  any  corresponding  sum 
for  Ireland  ? 

The  CH  ANCELLOE  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUER  (Mr.  Goschen)  (St.  George's, 
Hanover  Square) :  The  £50,000  which 
has  been  granted  to  Ireland  is  in  con- 
sideration of  the  extra  grant  which  this 
year  has  been  given  to  England  and 
Scotland  in  respect  of  highways. 

Colonel  NOLAN  :  Is  there  any  other 
sum? 

Mr.  goschen  :  It  has  no  reference 
to  the  ordinary  grant,  but  is  in  respect 
of  the  additional  grant  given  this  year 
which  appears  in  the  Supplementary 
Estimate.  It  is  given  in  order  that  Ire- 
land may  have  her  fair  share  this  year 
of  the  special  grant. 

Colonel  NOLAN :  I  do  not  clearly 
understand  how  the  matter  stands.  Are 
there  two  sums  given  for  highways  ? 

The  president  of  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  Ritchie) 
(Tower  Hamlets,  St.  George's) :  No. 

Colonel  NOLAN :  There  is  no  other 
sum  beyond  this  £450,000. 

Mr.  RITCHIE:  No. 

Vote  agreed  to. 

(2.)  £60,000  (including  a  Supple- 
mentary sum  of  £35,000),  to  complete 
the  sum  for  Disturnpiked  and  other 
Roads,  Scotland. 

Colonel  NOLAN:  I  am  not  going 
to  quarrel  with  the  amount  of  money 
proposed  to  be  given  to  Scotland ;  but  I 
would  point  out  that  while  £60,000  is 
given  to  Scotland  in  consideration  of  the 

froportion  of  her  contribution  to  the 
mperial  rates,  only  £50,000  is  given  to 
Ireland.  In  one  sense  I  am  sorry,  and 
in  another  I  am  glad,  that  Scotland  is  so 
well  off  that  she  is  able  to  contribute 
more  to  the  Imperial  Revenue  than  Ire- 
land ;  but  I  cannot  understand,  if  the 
population  of  the  two  countries  is  taken 
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into  consideration,  why  JScotland  should 
receive  £60,000,  and  Ireland  only 
£60,000. 

Vote  agreed  to, 

(3.)  £213,392,  to  complete  the  sum  for 
Public  Education,  Scotland. 

Dr.  OLARK  (Caithness) :  I  regret  that 
I  am  unable  to  see  upon  the  Treasury 
Bench  either  of  the  Members  who  repre- 
sent the  Scotch  Office — neither  the  Lord 
Advocate  nor  the  Scotch  Lord  of  the 
Treasury.  [The  Lord  Advocate  here 
entered  the  House.]  I  regret  that  I  feel 
myself  compelled  to  take  up  a  few 
minutes  of  the  time  of  the  House  ac  this 
late  period  of  the  Session  in  order  that  I 
may  bring  under  tlie  notice  of  my  right 
hon.  and  learned  Friend  the  Lord  Advo- 
cate a  question  which  afiPects  one  of  the 
local  school  boards  in  Caithness,  the 
county  which  I  represent.  Iftho  Vote  had 
been  brought  on  earlier  I  should  like  to 
have  said  something  about  the  present 
condition  of  education  in  the  Highlands, 
where  the  school  rates  only  run  from  2s. 
to  5>.«.  6d.  in  the  pound  in  consequence  of 
the  local  school  boards  having  been  com- 
pelled to  build  palatial  schoolhouses 
where  they  were  really  not  wanted.  I 
have  no  wish  to  move  the  reduction  of 
the  salary  of  the  Insjjector,  because  I 
think  my  right  hon.  and  learned  Friend 
will  agree  with  me  that  the  withholding 
of  the  grant  in  the  case  I  am  about  to 
call  attention  to  is  an  unjust  act,  and  will 
direct  the  money  which  lias  been  unlaw- 
fully and  unjustly  withheld  by  the  Educa- 
tion Department  to  be  paid  over,  and  that 
the  Government  will  not  allow  the  school 
board,  which  is  supported  out  of  the 
rates,  to  continue  an  unequal  fight  with 
the  Education  Department,  which  is 
supported  by  taxes.  The  Lispector  re- 
commended in  the  case  of  the  Highland 
School  at  Latheron  a  few  window  blinds, 
and  some  illustrations  of  natural  history 
might  be  supplied  with  advantage. 
When  the  school  board  expected  to  re- 
ceive their  grant  their  attention  was 
called  to  this  recommendation,  and 
**my  Lords**  stopped  one  tenth  of  the 
grant  because  it  had  not  been  complied 
with.  When  the  school  board  were 
made  acquainted  with  the  stoppage  they 
wrote  to  *'my  Lords"  asking  what  it 
was  they  wanted,  and  especially  to  in- 
form them  what  kind  of  natural  history 
illustrations  the  Inspector  required ;  but 
**my    Lords'*    refused    to    tell    them. 

Colonel  Nolan 


They  told  the  board  to  ask  the  Inspec- 
tor; but  the  Inspector,  on  being  appealed 
to,  said  he  was  nnable  to  instruct  them. 
They  put  up  a  blind  to  the  only  window 
at  which  the  sun  could  enter ;  but  the 
blind  they  put  up  did  not  satisfy  the 
Inspector,  and  because  the  window  blind 
of  a  small  Highland  school  does  not  suit 
the  Inspector  again  the  g^ant  is  stopped. 
Twice,  then,  the  grant  has  been  stopped 
upon  a  recommendation  which  the  In- 
spector says  he  has  no  power  to  define, 
and  in  regard  to  which   "my  Lords" 
refuse  to  give  any  information  whatever. 
I  maintain  that  the  g^ant  Las  been  ille- 
gally withheld.     The  board  put  up  one 
blind,  which  is  all  that  is  necessary,  and 
to    put    up   more  would    prejudicially 
affect  the  ventilation  of  the  school.    So 
far  as  the  natural  history  illustrationB 
are  concerned,  there  is  in  a  town  in  the 
neighbourhood  with  1,000    inhabitants 
a  big  school  where  secondary  education 
is  taught.    This  is  only  an  elementary 
school ;  but  the  Inspector  requires  in  the 
small    elementary  school    exactly   the 
same  natural  history  illustrations  as  are 
provided  in  the  school   for    secondary 
education.     The  result  is  that  the  school 
board  have  been  compelled  to  provide 
these  illustrations ;  but  I  hold  that  the 
act  of  the  Education  Department  was 
unjust,  and  I  will  go  farther  and  say 
that  it  was  illegal.    The  section  under 
which  ''my  Lords"  have  acted  is  the 
32nd  of  the   Scotch  Education    Code, 
which  allows  a  reduction  of  the  grant  or 
a  fine  if  the  Inspector  reports  that  there 
are  faults  in  the  instruction,  discipline, 
or  registration^  or  overcrowding  in  the 
class  rooms,  if  after  six  months'  notice 
there  has  been  a  failure  to  remedy  any 
defect  which  the  Inspector  has  pointed 
out  which  seriously  interferes  with  the 
efficiency  of  the  school,  or  if  the  mana- 
gers have  failed  to  provide  proper  books 
and  maps  for  the  carrying  on  of  elemen- 
tary instruction.     Now,  these  natural 
history  illustrations  have  no  connection 
with    elementary  instruction,    and   by 
compelling   the  school  board  to  obtain 
them   ''my  Lords"  have  g^ne  beyond 
the  limits  of  the  law.     It  would  appear, 
in  this  case,  that  the  Inspector  has  oeen 
animated  by  pique  against  the  school 
board,  and  "my  Lords"  distinctly  re- 
fused to  say  what  they  wanted.     When- 
ever they  have  stated  what  they  wanted 
their  wishes  have  been  oompued  with, 
whether  the  things  provided  were  con- 
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sidered  to  be  necessary  or  not.  The 
question  I  wish  to  put  to  the  Lord  Ad- 
vocate is  whether  he  considers  that  the 
action  of  "  my  Lords  "  has  been  justifi- 
able or  in  accordance  with  the  law  ? 

Mr.  a.  SUTHERLAND  (Suther- 
land) :  The  Lord  Advocate  went  mi- 
nutely through  the  heads  of  this  Vote 
when  he  introduced  it  the  other  day, 
and  I  must  congratulate  the  right  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  upon  the 
successful  work  which  has  been  done  by 
the  Scotch  Education  Department.  The 
Vote  has  been  of  a  most  interesting 
nature  for  the  last  five  or  six  years,  in- 
asmuch as  it  has  been  an  experiment  as 
to  the  result  of  separating  the  education 
of  Scotland  from  that  of  England,  the 
system  of  centralization  which  had  pre- 
viously been  carried  on  not  having  been 
attended  with  the  most  satisfactory  re- 
sults for  a  considerable  period  of 
years.  Viewed  in  that  light  the  Eeport 
of  the  Department  is  a  gratifying  one. 
We  have  the  Report  now  in  our  hands, 
and  I  am  sure  that  hon.  Members  must 
have  been  much  interested  not  only  by 
the  statement  which  was  made  by  the 
right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman,  but 
by  those  which  are  contained  in  the 
Beport.  In  the  part  of  the  country  in 
which  I  am  most  interested  myself — 
namely,  the  Highlands — there  has  been 
difiB.culty  in  regard  to  the  attendance, 
and  I  know  that  in  that  respect  greater 
difficulty  has  been  experienced  by  the 
Scotch  Education  Department  than  in 
any  other  part  of  the  country.  The 
root  of  the  difficulty  lies  in  the  fact  that 
the  country  has  hitherto  allowed  private 
persons — owners  of  land — to  interfere 
with  the  distribution  of  the  population 
in  the  Highlands  ;  and  the  consequence 
is  that  the  population  is  now  so  widely 
scattered  in  some  places,  and  the  condi- 
tions which  prevail  are  of  such  a  cha- 
racter, as  to  put  serious  difficulties  in 
the  way  of  the  rates,  and  to  prevent  the 
maintenance  of  proper  schools  except  at 
very  great  expense.  I  am  willing  to 
acknowledge  that  what  are  called  the 
attendance  grants  are  on  a  liberal  scale ; 
but  there  are  some  anomalies,  which 
arise  from  circumstances  I  have  already 
called  the  attention  of  the  Lord  Advo- 
cate to.  For  instance,  there  is  an 
invidious  distinction  drawn  between 
teachers  who  are  graduates  of  a  Scotch 
University  and  those  who  are  not.  In 
certain    specified    districts    any   school 


taught  by  a  University  graduate  can  get 
a  grant  of  10«.  for  certain  subjects ; 
whereas  teachers  who  are  not  University 
graduates  can  only  get  a  grant  of  6«. 
Only  the  other  day  there  was  a  meeting 
of  Scotch  teachers  and  members  of 
school  boards  at  Oban  to  take  into 
consideration  principally  the  working  of 
the  Scotch  Oode  as  applied  to  the  High- 
lands, and  that  meeting  came  to  the 
conclusion  that  the  distinction  between 
graduates  and  non-graduates  is  invidious 
and  unjust,  and  that  the  grant  should 
be  paid  for  good  results  irrespective  of 
such  distinctions.  I  think  that  when  the 
Education  Department  comes  to  think 
over  the  matter  that  should  be  the 
test  by  which  the  payment  of  grants 
should  be  made.  The  question  should 
not  be  considered  whether  they  have 
been  obtained  by  University  graduates 
or  non-University  graduates.  I  can 
understand  the  desire  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  get  the  most  highly  qualified 
teachers  they  can  obtain;  but  I  can 
scarcely  conceive  why  teachers  who  do 
not  happen  to  have  had  an  opportunity 
of  educating  themselves  at  a  Scotch 
University  should  be  placed  at  a  dis- 
advantage. At  the  same  time,  I  hope 
the  Government  will  be  able  to  see  their 
way  not  to  the  taking  away  of  the 
increased  grant  from  University  gradu- 
ates, but  to  extending  it  to  all  teachers 
who  can  show  the  same  results  in  the 
district  to  which  this  rule  applies.  There 
is  another  point  which  I  should  like  to 
bring  under  the  notice  of  the  right  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman,  and  that  is  the 
teaching  of  Gaelic  in  the  Highland 
schools.  I  know  quite  well  that  the 
sympathies  of  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  are  in  that  direc- 
tion, and  I  should  like  to  see  it  pro- 
perly dealt  with.  I  have  never  advo- 
cated it  on  purely  sentimental  but 
upon  utilitarian  grounds.  It  is  dis- 
tinctly stated  in  the  Report  that  the 
Education  Department  is  willing  to 
recognize  the  importance  of  teaching 
Gaelic,  because  it  would  facilitate  the 
teaching  of  English.  There  is  some- 
thing else  which  would  make  it  a  very 
valuable  adjunct  to  the  teaching  of  the 
young — namely,  that  it  would  be  a 
means  of  enabling  grants  to  be  earned 
in  connection  with  specific  subjects,  and 
of  earning  them  in  places  where  such 
grants  are  a  great  desideratum.  There- 
fore, upon  utilitarian  groundsi  I  think 
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the  teacbiag  of  Gaelic  ought  to  be 
encouraged.  I  am  not  going  to  attempt 
to  prove  why,  in  the  Highlands,  Gaelic 
should  be  taught  any  more  than  in 
England  the  English  language  should 
be  taught.  What  I  complain  of  is  that 
Her  Majesty's  Ministers  have  not 
encouraged  the  teaching  of  the  High- 
land language  in  the  same  way  as  they 
have  encouraged  the  giving  of  instruc- 
tion in  other  subjects.  As  far  back  as 
the  year  1875  there  was  a  Minute  of  the 
Scotch  Education  Department  admitting 
the  necessity  for  doing  this.  The  Minute 
stated  that  in  certain  specified  Highland 
counties  Gaelic  might  be  taught  as  a 
specific  subject,  provided  it  was  taught 
on  a  scheme  to  be  approved  by  Her 
Majesty's  Inspectors.  Such  a  scheme  was 
drawn  up,  but  it  never  got  beyond  the 
proof  stage.  Too  much  was  demanded, 
and  the  consequence  was  that  no  more 
was  heard  of  the  scheme.  In  a  subse- 
quent Minute  it  was  stated  that  a  scheme 
for  instruction  in  Gaelic  had  been 
drawn  up  by  the  Inspectors  and  sub- 
mitted to  the  Department,  which  had  it 
under  its  consideration.  On  page  248  of 
the  Blue  Book  hon.  Members  will  find 
what  one  of  the  Inspectors  says  on  the 
subject.  I  think  it  bears  out  what  I 
have  stated.  The  Inspector  says  that 
a  few  schools  offered  to  teach  Gaelic  as 
a  specific  subject ;  but  the  pupils  only 
numbered  39.  He  adds  that  the  con- 
ditions of  the  examination  were  of  an 
unsatisfactory  nature,  and  that  no  curri- 
culum was  prescribed.  I  think  it  is  not 
too  much  to  ask  that  the  Scotch  Educa- 
tion Department  should  put  the  matter 
upon  a  proper  footing.  This  Inspector 
says,  further,  that  he  has  never  seen  a 
graduated  scheme,  or  had  an  interview 
with  any  school  manager  on  the  subject, 
but  that  he  has  not,  on  that  account, 
refused  to  examine  the  pupils,  althougli 
he  adds  that  he  probably  ought  to  have 
done  so.  Nor,  he  says,  has  he  declined  to 
examine  any  work  submitted  to  him.  My 
complaint  is  that  Her  Majesty's  Inspector 
should  be  placed  in  such  a  position. 
There  ought  to  be  a  graduated  scheme 
by  which  to  examine  the  pupils,  the 
same  as  in  any  other  language,  and  in 
the  case  I  have  mentioned  the  Inspector 
was  obliged  to  put  his  feeliugs  against 
his  duty  as  an  officer  of  the  Education 
Department.  Then,  again,  the  Inspec- 
tor of  the  district  should  be  an  Inspec- 
tor qualified  by  his  knowledge  of  the 
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language  to  examine  the  pupils ;  and  if 
the  Department  are  of  opinion  that  they 
cannot  draw  up  a  Buffioientlj  good  scheme 
there  is  a  Professor  of  Celtic  in  the 
University  of  Edinburgh,  and  a  number 
of  teachers  with  a  knowledge  of  the 
Highland  language  who  would,  I  hare 
no  doubt,  be  glad  to  g^ve  their  aid  in  this 
direction.  I  sincerely  trust  that  the  pre- 
sent state  of  matters  will  not  be  allowed 
any  longer  to  exist,  and  I  urge  upon  the 
Department  the  necessity  of  doing  some- 
thing, because  it  would  afford  a  means 
whereby  the  least  populated  districts  of 
Scotland  may  be  able  to  earn  a  fair 
share  of  the  grant.  In  that  way  it 
would  be  of  great  service  to  the  school 
boards,  and  would  do  much  to  advance 
the  intelligence  of  the  children. 
Another  effect  it  would  have  is  that  it 
would  lead  to  the  development  of  the 
national  spirit  of  the  people  of  the  High- 
lands, which  I  am  sure  the  right  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  himself  would  be 
glad  to  see.  On  the  whole,  I  have  to  con- 
gratulate the  Scotch  Education  Depart- 
ment upon  the  good  work  they  have  done 
since  their  separation  from  the  English 
Department.  I  see  that  there  are  some 
references  in  the  Report  to  secondary 
education,  and  that  the  Scotch  Educa- 
tion Department  goes  as  far  as  to  pro- 
vide inspection  for  secondary  schools  in 
Scotland.  I  do  not  know  that  the  mere 
inspection  of  secondary  schools  will  do 
much  good  without  some  means  of  pro- 
viding  secondary  education  being  sup- 
plied ;  but  it  has  been  pointed  oat  by  a 
gentleman  who  is  a  high  official  autho- 
rity in  Scotland  that  the  secondary 
schools  in  Scotland  are  doing  admirable 
work — such  as  the  High  School  of  Glas- 
gow and  the  Glasgow  Academy.  I  hope 
that  the  Scotch  Education  Department 
will  be  able  shortly  to  deal  with  secon- 
dary education  in  a  better  way  than  now ; 
but  I  know  that  under  circumstances  of 
difficulty  the  Glasgow  Academy  is  doing 
very  good  work.  I  know  that  there 
are  great  difficulties  in  the  way,  bat  I 
think  that  if  my  suggestions  are  acted 
upon  a  great  deal  may  be  done  to  fur- 
ther the  cause  of  education  in  Scotland ; 
and  I  hope  that,  jud^ng  from  the  public 
spirit  shown  by  the  Department  of  late 
years,  they  will  continue  to  adyance,  and 
that  all  these  points  will  be  g:ivea  effect 
to. 

Mr.  CALDWELL  (Glasgow,  St.  Bol- 
lox) :  In  the  Beport  of   the  Commit- 
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tee  of  the  Council  on  Education  refer- 
ence is  made  to  the  subject  of  school 
attendance,  and  their  Lordships  state 
that  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  many 
boards  in  Scotland  are  not  carrying  out 
the  Compulsory  Clauses  of  the  Education 
Act  as  effectively  as  they  might.  The  Re- 
port adds  that  Her  Majesty's  Inspectors 
have  also  been  of  that  opinion  for  a 
great  number  of  years.  We  have  had 
the  same  complaint  detailed  in  the 
Scotch  Education  Department  year  after 
year,  yet  we  have  not  discovered  that  the 
Department  has  ever  made  any  repre- 
sentation to  any  school  board  on  the  sub- 
ject, or  has  taken  any  steps  against  a 
school  board  for  not  complying  with  the 
Compulsory  Clauses  of  the  Act.  The  ex- 
cuse is  that  it  is  undesirable  to  inter- 
fere with  the  action  of  the  local  boards 
in  these  matters ;  but  it  must  be  re- 
membered that  while  the  school  boards 
in  this  matter  have  the  interests  of  the 
ratepayers  to  look  after  primarily,  yet, 
on  the  other  hand,  they  get  from  Par- 
liament over  £500,000  for  the  purpose 
of  endowing  education  in  Scotland ;  and 
Parliament,  in  voting  that  large  sum  of 
money,  necessarily  looks  to  the  Scotch 
Education  Department  as  the  authority 
to  see  that  the  Act  is  being  carried  out, 
and  that  compulsory  education  is  being 
enforced  throughout  Scotland  in  the 
terms  of  the  Act.  If  they  tell  us  that 
they  do  not  desire  to  interfere  with  the 
local  boards,  the  result  is  that  Parlia- 
ment votes  the  money,  and  there  is  no- 
body taking  the  interest  necessary  to 
see  that  the  work  is  being  properly 
done.  If  the  Scotch  Education  Depart- 
ment is  not  able  to  do  the  work,  it  should 
see  that  some  other  Department  is  con- 
stituted which  would  ;  and  if  the  Scotch 
Education  Department  have  no  powers, 
they  should  have  come  to  Parliament 
and  asked  for  powers.  The  assertion  of 
the  Education  Department  that  they 
have  no  powers  is  not  an  argument 
which  should  be  held  to  justify  their 
inaction.  It  only  shows  the  necessity  of 
a  reform  of  the  Department  itself,  seeing 
that  this  is  a  very  important  part  of 
their  duty  that  compulsory  attendance  is 
not  enforced  by  a  single  authority;  and 
although  there  have  been  repeated  com- 
plaints, there  is  nothing  to  show  that 
the  Scotch  Education  Department  have 
done  anything  in  the  matter.  Another 
matter  which  I  desire  to  bring  under  the 
notice  of  the  Lord  Advocate  is  that  the 


Department  has  not  carried  out  the 
spirit  of  the  Act  of  1872.  When  that 
Act  was  brought  in  it  was  on  the  foot- 
ing that  board  schools  were  to  provide 
for  the  deficiency  of  school  accommoda- 
tion. It  was  not  intended  to  supersede 
the  existing  schools,  but  simply  to  be 
supplementary.  Now,  in  1872,  it  was 
found  that  the  non-State-aided  schools 
in  Scotland  took  in  a-half  of  the  whole 
school  attendance,  while,  at  present,  not 
one- seventh  of  the  children  attending 
the  schools  in  Scotland  are  in  non- State- 
aided  schools.  The  result  is  that  non- 
State-aided  schools  have  been  practically 
suppressed  by  one-half,  and  the  children 
have  been  transferred  to  the  State-aided 
schools.  But  the  Department  compare 
the  numbers  in  1872  with  the  present 
numbers,  and  say  that  the  progress 
made  is  1 25  per  cent,  while  there  really 
is  little  increase  of  attendance,  but 
merely  a  transfer  of  attendance  from 
non* State- aided  to  State-aided  schools. 
According  to  the  Census  of  1871,  there 
were  543,000  children  above  five  years 
of  age  receiving  State  education  in  Soot- 
land.  Sixteen  years  have  now  elapsed, 
and,  allowing  for  the  ratio  of  the  in- 
crease of  the  population  during  that 
period  at  1*3  per  cent  per  annum,  we 
should  have  a  total,  in  the  present  year, 
of  634,000  children  above  the  age  of  five 
years  receiving  education  in  Scotland. 
But  what  is  the  result,  according  to  the 
Report  of  the  Scotch  Education  Depart- 
ment ?  It  appears  that  there  are  only 
614,000  children  above  the  age  of  five 
years  receiving  education  in  the  State- 
aided  schools.  How  many  are  receiving 
education  in  the  non-State-aided  schools 
we  are  not  told.  That  important  fact  is 
carefully  concealed  from  us ;  probably 
about  one- seventh,  although  we  are  told 
that  year  by  year  the  attendance  in  the 
non-State-aided  schools  has  been  going 
down  in  Scotland.  According  to  the 
estimate  of  the  Department,  there  are  at 
the  present  moment  in  schools  of  all 
kinds  714,000  children  above  five  years 
of  age  receiving  education  in  Scotland, 
614,000  of  whom,  although  the  number 
ought  to  be  634,000,  ought  to  have  been 
there  if  we  had  never  had  any  Education 
Act  in  operation  at  all.  The  increase  in 
attendance  since  the  Act  of  1871  has 
really  been  only  80,000  in  a  total  of 
714,000  children  over  five  years  of  age, 
instead  of  the  increase  of  125  per  cent 
for  whioh   the  Education  Department 
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takes  credit.  Tlien  auotlior  point  to  which 
I  wish  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Lord 
Advocate  is  the  lowering  of  the  standard 
of  education  in  Scotland.  According  to 
the  Act,  the  standard  of  education  in 
Scotland  was  not  to  be  lowered.  The 
standard  of  education  in  the  elementary 
schools  was  not  to  bo  lowered ;  and  the 
education  given  in  the  parish  schools 
was  to  lead  directly  to  the  Universities. 
But  we  now  lind  it  acknowledged  for 
the  first  time  in  the  present  Beport  of 
the  Department  that  there  is  good 
ground  for  holding  that  the  fears  of 
those  who  thought  the  standard  of  edu- 
cation in  Scotland  would  be  lowered  were 
well-founded.  Ilere,  then,  is  a  direct 
acknowledgment  on  the  part  of  the  De- 
partment of  what  has  long  been  sus- 
pected. But  why  has  the  acknow- 
ledgment been  so  long  delayed?  It 
will  be  seen  that  the  children  are  exa- 
mined in  a  great  number  of  specific 
subjects ;  but  the  instruction  is  of  the 
most  flimsy  character,  and  the  Depart- 
ment now  acknowledge  that  the  whole 
thing  is  a  perfect  sham.  The  lowering 
of  the  standard  is  entirely  the  fault  of 
the  Department,  who  give  2».  for  the 
specific  subjects  in  the  first  stage,  and 
give  the  same  rate  in  the  second  and 
third  stages;  and  the  teacher,  who  is 
teaching  Latin,  French,  mathematics, 
and  Greek,  gets  no  more  for  teaching 
these  high  subjects  than  for  teaching 
the  commonest  subjects  for  which  the 
grant  is  given.  In  the  common  subjects 
he  may  have  50  in  a  class,  whereas  in 
the  higher  subjects  he  may  not  have 
more  than  five  or  six.  The  result  is 
that  he  concentrates  his  attention  on  the 
simple  subjects,  for  which  he  has  large 
classes,  and  neglects  the  higher  sub- 
jects, for  which  he  only  has  a  few 
pui)ils,  and  over  which  he  would  have 
to  spend  more  time  and  earn  less  money. 
If  you  wish  to  encourage  the  higher 
education,  why  not  give  2«.  for  the  first 
stage,  4«.  for  the  second — where  the 
work  is  more  difficult  and  the  scholars 
fewer — and  6«.  for  the  third  stage? 
In  that  way  the  Department  would  en- 
courage higher  education,  to  a  certain 
extent ;  whereas,  by  the  method  actually 
adopted  in  giving  grants  of  equal 
amount  for  elementary  subjects,  they 
have  practically  banished  the  teaching 
of  higher  subjects  out  of  the  Scotch 
schools.  Then,  again,  there  is  tho  pro- 
vision that  every  child  must  put  in  250 
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attendances  at  one  sohool  in  tbo  schojl 
year  before  he  can  be  examined  or  pass 
in  any  particular  standard   of  examina- 
tion.    See  how  that  works.     Take  the 
last  election  in  Glasgow  for  the  Bridge- 
ton  Division.     In  that  cose  it  was  found 
that  out  of  10,000  Toters    in  the  Di- 
vision,   2,000   had   ohangeil  their  resi- 
dence during  the  year.     The  time  of 
removal  is  Whitsuntide,  and  the  time 
of  the  school  board  examinations  is  the 
winter — about  January ;  so  that  when 
a  parent  removes  from  one  district  of 
Glasgow  to  another  it  is  impossible  for 
the  child  to  make  250  attondances  be- 
fore the    examinations,    either  at  the 
school  in  the  district  he  is  leaving,  or  in 
tho  school  in  the  district  to  which  he 
removes.     Consequently,   he   is  unable 
to  pass  that  year.    The  child  who  ought 
that  year  to  pass  Standard  III.  is  thus 
kept  back  for  a   whole  year ;  for  the 
teacher  in  the  sohool  to   wliich  he  is 
removed,  finding  that  he  has  not  paused 
Standard  III.,  naturally  puts  him  iota 
the  lower  and  easier  Standard,  so  as  to 
pass.     What  is  the  result  ?    The  result 
to  the  working  classes  is  that  a  boy  finds 
himself  unable  to  pass  Standard  Y.  when 
he  is  13  years  of  age,  even  though  he 
has  been  regularly  at  school.     When  he 
reaches  13  years  of  age,  he  is  found  to 
be  either  in  Standard  III.  or  IV.,  and, 
consequently,   he  is  unable   to  go  to 
work,  and  this  is  entirely  owing  to  the 
absurd  regulation  of  the  Sootoa  Edu- 
cation Department  that  there  must  have 
been  250  attendances  in  one  school  in 
order  to  entitle  him  to  pass  a  particular 
Standard.     I  hold  that  if  a  child  is  able 
to  pass  an  examination,  it  should  make 
no  difference  where  he  has  obtained  his 
education,  or  whether  he  has  put  in  his 
attendance  at  one  sohool  or  at  three. 
The  result  is  that  we  find  in  Scotland, 
notwithstanding    the    efficient    school 
board  system  which  exists  there,  that 
however  much  smaller  the  percentage  of 
passes  is  in  Standard  Y.  than  itouf^t  to 
bo,  it  is  simply  owing  to  the  changing 
habits  of  tho  population,   and  to  the 
child  not  having  been   able,  in  conse- 
quence, to  pass  through  a  Standard  once 
a-year,  however  qualified  he  may  be  to 
do  so.    There  is  another  matter  which 
has  been  referred  to  by  one  of  the  Be* 
presentatives  of  the  Highlands,  and  that 
is  the  absurd  provision  for  attendance  in 
the  schools  in  the  specified  Highland 
parishes.    The  schoof  rates  ha^e  been 
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brought  up  as  high  as  5a,  or  6«.  in  the 
pound  upon  the  rental  value,  and  the 
school  accommodation  provided  is  double 
what  is  absolutely  required.  The  High- 
land parishes  are  burdened  with  enor- 
mous local  rates;  and  hon.  Members 
will  be  aware  that  one  of  the  recom- 
mendations of  the  Crofters  Commission 
was  that  some  relief  should  be  given  to 
those  Highland  parishes.  But  the  Edu- 
cation Department  have  put  in  an  absurd 
provision,  requiring  that  the  grant  shall 
only  be  given  where  an  average  attend- 
ance of  80  per  cent  can  be  shown.  The 
very  districts  that  most  require  this  help 
are  those  which  are  not  able  to  give  the 
80  per  cent  necessary  to  earn  the  grant. 
How  is  it  possible,  in  these  sparsely 
populatad  districts,  to  secure  so  large  an 
attendance  ?  An  average  attendance  of 
80  per  cont  of  the  children  on  the  roll 
is  a  far  higher  percentage  than  is  pro- 
posed in  the  case  of  towns.  Before  im- 
posing such  a  condition  the  Department 
ought  to  have  considered  the  character 
of  those  different  localities,  the  distances 
the  children  have  to  travel,  and  various 
other  matters.  Every  school  should  be 
judged  upon  its  own  merits  as  to  whe- 
ther it  has  fairly  complied  with  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Education  Code,  whether 
there  are  peculiar  circumstances,  and 
whether  the  teachers  can  be  shown  to 
have  done  their  best  to  comply  with  the 
provisions  of  the  Code.  There  is  an- 
other point  in  connection  with  these 
Highland  schools — namely,  that  in  order 
to  obtain  the  full  grant,  the  teacher 
must  be  a  University  graduate.  That 
is  to  say,  that  if  the  teacher  is  a  Uni- 
versity graduate  he  gets  a  higher  grant 
than  another  teacher  who  is  not.  Now, 
that  I  consider  to  be  most  unfair. 
Having  appointed  a  teacher  who  may 
have  been  working  in  a  school  for  a 
considerable  number  of  years,  are  you 
to  dismiss  that  teacher  and  appoint  a 
University  graduate,  in  order  to  secure 
the  full  amount  of  the  grant  which  is 
intended  to  be  given  for  the  relief  of  the 
Highland  parishes  ?  In  my  opinion  it 
is  a  most  absurd  contention,  and  I  alto- 
gether fail  to  see  why  the  Department 
should  insist  that  in  order  to  get  the 
grant  the  teacher  must  be  a  graduate. 
A  man  may  be  a  University  graduate, 
and  still  not  be  a  good  teacher  and  in- 
structor of  youth.  I  hold  that  the  Edu- 
cation Department  should  be  compelled 
to  take  results  by  examination,  and  that 
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they  have  no  right  to  impose  a  restric- 
tion of  this  kind.  Teachers  appointed 
prior  to  1872  cannot  be  dismissed  by  the 
school  boards,  and,  therefore,  you  are 
refusing  them  these  grants  simply  be- 
cause they  are  unable  to  comply  with 
the  conditions  you  impose,  and  which 
are  most  unreasonable  conditions.  A 
demand  is  made  by  the  Education  De- 
partment in  regard  to  school  fees.  They 
say  that  in  those  districts  where  the  at- 
tendance is  worst  the  school  fees  are 
hardly  recovered  at  all.  That  argu- 
ment, I  think,  {coes  completely  against 
them.  It  means  that  where  there  is  a  bad 
attendance  the  people  are  poor.  Parents 
will  not  send  their  children  to  school  if 
they  have  not  the  money  to  pay  the  fees, 
and  the  poorer  a  man  is  the  more  he  is 
tempted  to  keep  his  child  at  home. 
Therefore  the  very  poverty  of  the  people 
tells  against  them,  and  it  is  because  they 
are  not  able  to  pay  the  school  fees  that 
they  do  not  send  their  children  to  school. 
But  if  the  school  fees  were  abolished, 
the  parents,  feeling  that  they  would  be 
free  from  any  persecution  on  the  part  of 
the  school  board,  would  have  greater 
reason  for  sending  their  children  to 
school.  With  regard  to  Dr.  Ker,  the 
Chief  Inspector  of  Schools  in  the  Glas- 
gow distnct,  he  receives  £900  a-year, 
on  condition  of  devoting  his  whole  time 
to  the  duties  of  his  appointment.  The 
Lord  Advocate  informed  the  House  yes- 
terday, in  answer  to  a  Question,  that 
Dr.  Ker  also  undertakes  certain  other 
duties,  but  that  he  does  so  in  his  holiday 
time.  I  was  very  much  surprised  to 
find  the  Lord  Advocate,  although  he  is 
merely  the  mouthpiece  of  the  Scotch 
Education  Department  in  this  matter, 
taking  up  such  a  position.  Why  does 
Parliament  give  Thr,  Ker  £900  a- year 
and  certain  holidays  ?  The  holidays  are 
given  with  a  view  of  recruiting  him  and 
re-invigorating  his  health,  so  that  the 
country  shall  have  the  benefit  of  fresh- 
ness and  vigour  when  he  returns  to  his 
duty.  Is  it  fair,  then,  if  the  country 
pays  a  man  for  taking  a  holiday,  that 
he  should,  in  defiance  of  that,  employ 
his  time  in  another  way,  and  not  as  a 
holiday,  and  make  a  profit  out  of  the 
matter  ?  I  say  that  it  is  unfair  that  a 
man  getting  such  a  large  salary  as  £900 
a-year,  together  with  holidays,  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  country,  should  be  allowed 
to  go  away  and  deprive  other  people  of 
work  who  are  more  needful  and  quite 
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as  capable  as  be  is  of  performing  tbe 
work.  I  am  astonisbed  tbat  tbe  Scot- 
tisb  Department  sbould  bave  come 
before  Parliament  to  vindicate  a  ser- 
vant of  tbe  Department  for  availing 
bimself  of  bis  holidays  in  order  to 
perform  work  of  tbis  kind,  when  be 
must  know  very  well  tbat  tbe  object  of 
the  holidays  is  to  reinvigorate  bim  for 
other  work.  Dr.  Ker  is  one  of  the  Ex- 
aminers for  tbe  Scottish  board  schools ; 
but  ho  has  been  inspecting  other  schools, 
and  depriving  other  persons  of  emolu- 
ments which  they  would  otherwise  bave 
received.  I  bold  that  the  course  Dr. 
Ker  has  pursued  is  altogether  incon- 
sistent with  tbe  independent  position  he 
ought  to  occupy  as  one  of  Ker  Majesty's 
Inspectors,  and  that  be  sbould,  at  all 
times,  be  able  to  inspect  the  schools  be 
is  directed  to  inspect  by  tbe  Education 
Department  without  fear  or  favour. 
Then,  again,  be  is  inspecting  schools 
which  be  is  also  required  to  inspect  for 
the  Department  —  his  own  schools,  in 
fact — and  I  maintain  that  tbis  work 
ought  to  be  done  by  an  Inspector 
who  has  nothing  at  all  to  do  with 
the  elementary  teaching  tbe  children 
receive.  It  is  improper,  in  my  view, 
that  tbe  same  Inspector  sbould  examine 
the  pupils  for  bursaries  who  has  con- 
ducted tbe  examination  in  regard  to 
elementary  education.  If  tbe  two  things 
are  inquired  into  by  two  different  In- 
spectors tbe  work  of  the  school  is  prac- 
tically overhauled,  and  we  bave  tbe 
advantage  of  an  independent  criticism 
on  tbe  part  of  a  stranger  as  to  whether 
tbe  school  work  has  been  rightly  per- 
formed or  not.  With  regard  to  the 
Education  Department  itself,  I  think  I 
bave  shown  to  a  certain  extent  that  there 
is  need  for  reform.  Tbe  Education 
Department  of  Scotland  is  really  nothing 
but  tbe  permanent  Secretary  to  the 
Department.  He  is  tbe  bead  and  soul 
of  tbe  whole  affair.  It  is  all  very  well 
to  send  out  letters  signed  by  **  My 
Lords/'  but,  after  all,  it  is  simply  tbe 
work  of  tbe  permanent  Secretary. 
When  we  take  into  consideration  that 
we  are  giving  upwards  of  £600,000  for 
purposes  of  education  in  Scotland,  I 
think  there  ought  to  be  a  large  repre- 
sentation of  this  House  on  the  board  in 
order  to  see  that  the  money  is  properly 
applied.  There  ought  to  be  a  board 
composed  of  men  to  a  considerable  ex- 
tent chosen  from  this  Kouse^men  who 
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remain  in  contact  with  tbe  people,  whom 
the  people  can  approach,  and  who  would 
take  care  tbat  tbe  grievances  of  the 
people  will  be  considered.  At  present 
we  receive  an  official  non  poMumut  to 
every  request  and  suggestion  tbat  we 
make.  It  was  complained  that  Dr.  Ker 
was  receiving  £900  a-year  for  doing 
certain  work  in  connection  with  educa- 
tion, and  tbat  be  was  not  doing  it.  The 
answer  we  got  was  merely  a  defence  of 
tbe  conduct  of  tbe  individual.  The 
Lord  Advocate  and  the  other  Heads  of 
tbe  Department  are  nothing  more  than 
mere  instruments  in  the  hands  of  the 
permanent  officials.  The  permanent 
officials  write  down  the  answers  to  all 
Questions  tbat  are  put  in  Parliament, 
and  the  Lord  Advocate  comes  down 
here  and  reads  tbem.  If  we  are  to  have 
anything  like  a  vigoroujs  administration, 
we  must  get  rid  of  the  influence  of  the 
permanent  officials  and  the  non  posiumui 
which  meets  us  at  every  step.  We 
ought  to  bave  a  Head  of  and  an  organi- 
sation in  tbe  Department  which  will  be 
able  to  control  the  official  element,  and 
to  give  due  consideration  to  the  different 
matters  brought  before  it,  without  being 
liable  to  be  told  at  every  comer  that 
tbe  work  is  being  done  for  the  officiab 
and  not  for  the  countiy. 

Mb.  J.  A.  OAMPBELL  fGlasgow  and 
Aberdeen  Universities):  I  know  the 
great  amount  of  attention  which  my  hon. 
Friend  tbe  Member  for  St.  Rollox  (Mr. 
Caldwell)  has  paid  to  this  subjeoti  and 
be  has  said  many  things  with  which  I 
bave  much  sympathy.  But  Icannot  agree 
with  all  be  has  advanoed,  nor  do  I  tUnk 
be  has  been  altogether  fair  in  the 
amount  of  blame  he  has  thrown  npon 
the  Scotch  Education  Department  As  to 
the  constitution  of  that  Department,  it 
does  not  become  me  to  say  anything, 
except  tbat  I  feel  sure  that  the  Ifombm 
of  the  Privy  Council  who  constitute  the 
Scotch  Education  Department  are  not 
men  who  are  likely  to  be  such  mere 
dummies  in  the  bands  of  the  permanent 
officials  as  my  hon.  Friend  seems  to 
think.  There  is  one  thinff,  however, 
which  we  may  be  sure  of,  and  that  is  tiiey 
are  acting  now,  and  will  act  in  the 
future,  under  very  vigilant  oritioism  on 
the  part  of  my  hon.  Friend  and  others. 
My  hon.  Friend  spoke  of  the  Depart- 
ment  as  having  aone  something  like 
injustice  or  injury  to  the  sohook  tiiatwere 
not  State-aided.    But  I  think  mj  hon. 
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Friend  has  been  misled  in  his  argament 
on  that  subject.  No  doubt,  there  are 
now  in  Scotland  a  comparatively  small 
number  of  schools  that  are  not  State- 
aided  ;  but  the  true  explanation  of  that 
fact  is,  that  there  is  no  reason  why  any 
good  school  should  not  be  State-inspected 
and  State-aided.  The  aid  that  the  State 
gives  to  a  school  does  not  interfere  with 
the  independence  of  the  managers  in 
anything  that  is  worth  maintaining.  It 
leaves  the  school  perfectly  free  in  all 
that  is  important,  and,  at  the  same  time, 
it  insures  that  there  is  a  thorough  inspec- 
tion by  eminently  qualified  men.  I  know 
that  after  the  passing  of  the  Education 
Act  many  of  the  schools  that  before  were 
not  aided  and  not  inspected  fell  out  of 
the  list  by  their  managers  surrendering 
them — not  that  they  were  obliged  to 
do  so,  but  that  they  felt  there  was  no 
longer  any  reason  for  maintaining 
these  schools,  considering  the  provision 
that  was  made  by  the  Education 
Act  for  others.  It  must  be  remem- 
bered, too,  that  the  schools  established 
under  the  Education  Act  were  very 
much  better  schools  than  most  of  those 
that  had  existed  before.  Since  the  Edu- 
cation Act  has  come  into  operation  we 
have  had  a  very  much  better  style  of 
school.  I  think  there  is  not  much  to 
regret  in  the  disappearance  of  the  great 
majority  of  the  schools  that  were  not  State- 
aided.  I  think  there  are  some  points  in 
this  Eeport  of  the  Scottish  Education 
Department  to  which  the  attention  of 
the  Committee  should  be  directed.  There 
is  one  very  startling  fact  and  no  explana- 
tion has  been  given  of  it,  and  that  is  the 
decrease  in  the  night  schools.  The  de- 
crease is  very  remarkable.  During  the 
last  six  years  they  have  diminished  in 
number  from  277  to  166.  The  average 
attendance  has  diminished  from  14,297 
to  8,759;  and  the  numbers  presented 
for  inspection  have  decreased  from 
14,809  to  8,120.  No  explanation  is 
given  of  this  extraordinary  decrease, 
but  I  believe,  to  some  extent,  it  is  due 
to  the  fact  that  in  the  early  years  of  the 
present  system  a  larger  number  of 
young  children  were  sent  to  night 
Bohools  than  are  sent  now.  For  such 
scholars  no  grant  is  given,  grants  only 
given  being  in  respect  of  the  higher 
Standards.  It  is  in  the  higher  Standards 
that  these  schools  are  most  required. 
The  Beport  states  that  a  wider  range  of 
instruction  is  now  given  in  the  evening 


schools ;  and  this,  it  is  hoped,  will  tend 
to  popularise  them.  This,  I  believe, 
is  already  carried  out  to  a  considerable 
extent.  It  is  in  large  cities  mostly 
that  these  night  schools  are  wanted.  In 
Glasgow,  which  has  the  largest  popula- 
tion of  any  town  in  Scotland,  there  has 
not  been  anything  like  a  marked  de- 
crease in  the  evening  schools.  In  that 
city  the  evening  schools  are  at  present 
attended  by  a  very  large  number  of 
pupils,  both  young  and  old.  In  fact, 
last  year  the  number  on  the  roll  in 
evening  schools  was  upwards  of  9,000. 
In  ordinary  classes  there  were  up- 
wards of  4,300,  and  in  advanced  classes 
4,680.  About  1,000  of  these  were  men 
over  21  years  of  age,  and  I  presume 
they  do  not  come  within  the  statistics  of 
the  Education  Department,  but  belong 
rather  to  the  Science  and  Art  Depart- 
ment. These  evening  classes  are,  no 
doubt,  of  immense  use  in  large  communi- 
ties. As  example,  I  may  state  that  in  the 
nightschoolsof  Glasgow  thepresentations 
in  Standard  YI.  have  increased  of  late 
years  from  268  in  1880  to  803  last 
winter.  The  Beport  complains  of  the 
school  attendance  ;  and  my  hon.  Friend 
the  Member  for  St.  BoUox  has  referred 
to  the  subject.  I  think,  however,  the 
Department  are  a  little  too  severe. 
They  seem  not  to  be  satisfied  unless 
every  child  of  what  is  called  school 
ago  is  to  be  found  at  school,  and 
they  bring  forward  this  rather  startling 
charge  against  the  condition  of  educa- 
tion in  Scotland,  that  there  are  100,000 
children  too  few  at  school.  There  are 
624,000  on  the  registers,  and  the  Depart- 
ment say  there  ought  to  be  100,000  more. 
I  think  that  the  Department  there  go 
a  great  deal  too  far.  In  the  Beport  the 
result  of  attendance  is  stated  as  follows, 
that  of  every  100  children  of  school 
age  79  are  on  the  register,  and  61  are 
in  daily  attendance.  Now,  the  principal 
explanation  why  the  attendance  and  the 
number  on  the  register  is  so  Very  much 
short  of  the  number  of  children  of  school 
age  is  that  the  Scottish  people  are  not 
accustomed  to  send  very  young  children 
to  school,  and  in  many  parts  of  Scotland 
it  is  a  sheer  impossibility.  In  large 
towns  it  is  advantageous  that  little  chil- 
dren should  go  to  school,  provided  there  ^ 
are  infant  schools  for  them.  We  are 
rather  behind  in  Scotland  in  the  matter 
of  infant  schools.  We  have  not  infant 
schools  to  the  same  extent  as  in  Eng- 
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land.  But  outside  the  large  towns  it  is 
almost  impossible — is  not  desirable  — 
that  very  young  children  should  be  sent 
to  school.  In  country  places  I  do  not 
think  little  children  lose  much  by  not 
going  to  school  very  early.  It  is  stated 
in  the  Eeport,  and  stated  as  a  matter  of 
regret,  that  only  38  per  cent  of  children 
between  five  and  six  years  of  age  are  on 
the  register  of  any  school.  I  think, 
taking  into  account  all  the  circumstances, 
that  38  per  cent  is  not  a  very  bad  pro- 
portion. But  one  fact  is  mentioned  in 
the  Beport,  which  is  undeniably  an  un- 
favourable one,  and  that  is  that  so 
many  schools  are  not  provided  with 
suitable  teachers  for  the  young  chil- 
dren. It  appears  that  of  88,000  chil- 
dren under  seven  years  of  age  there  are 
48,000,  or  more  than  one-half  of  them, 
taught  by  male  teachers— teachers,  as 
the  Beport  says,  obviously  unsuited 
for  such  work.  Another  reason  why 
attendance  at  schools  does  not  come 
up  to  the  full  standard,  is  that  children 
are  removed  to  work  before  they  have 
reached  the  limit  of  school  age.  That 
is  to  say,  they  have  passed  the  Fifth 
Standard,  when  it  is  no  longer  obli- 
gatory on  their  parents  or  guardians 
to  keep  them  at  school.  It  is  a  matter 
to  be  regretted  that  children  should 
pass  off  to  work  at  so  early  an  age 
as  they  do.  The  normal  age  is  12 
for  the  Fifth  Standard,  but  a  sharp  child 
can  pass  at  11,  and  it  is  a  deplorable 
thing  that  a  child  of  that  age  should  be 
sent  by  its  parents  or  guardians  to 
work. 

Mr.  CALDWELL:  They  cannot  be 
sent  to  a  factory  under  the  Factory  Acts 
under  13  years  of  age. 

Mr.  J.  A.  CAMPBELL :  But  they 
can  get  other  work.  At  any  rate,  they 
need  no  longer  be  kept  at  school ; 
and  the  fact  in  many  cases  is  that 
when  this  stage  has  been  reached  the 
parents  think  it  is  no  longer  neces- 
sary to  have  their  children  at  school. 
My  hon.  Friend  has  spoken  of  the  de- 
sirableness of  putting  the  screw  on  school 
boards  in  regard  to  enforcing  more 
firmly  the  Compulsory  Clauses  of  the 
Act.  It  may  be  necessary  to  do  some- 
thing in  that  direction ;  but  I  think  it  is 
desirable  to  adopt  a  milder  method  than 
compulsion  where  it  can  be  applied. 
Such  a  method  has  been  adopted  with 
very  great  success  by  the  School  Board 
of  Glasgow      They  have  offered  prizes 
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as  an  induoemeni  to  regular  attendance, 
accompanied  with  g^od  conduct,  and 
a  regular  passing  of  the  Standards 
suited  to  the  stage  and  progress  of  the 
pupils  in  the  school.  The  result  of  this 
prize  scheme — and  the  plan  has  been  in 
operation  for  some  years— is  highly 
satisfactory.  A  prize  is  given  to  every 
child  in  Standard  III.  and  under,  who 
has  been  in  regular  attendance  with  the 
exception  of  eight  days,  and  in  the 
higher  Standards  a  margin  of  only  four 
days  is  given.  In  Glasgow,  last  year, 
with  an  average  attendance  of  42,459, 
the  number  who  gained  the  prizes  was 
13,863.  That  is  to  say,  nearly  one- 
third  of  the  average  attendance  secured 
prizes  for  regular  attendance,  satisfac- 
tory progress,  and  good  conduct.  The 
prizes  for  400  complete  attendances  were 
nearly  8,000,  and  for  370  attendances 
5,896.  The  prizes  are  small  books,  and 
the  cost  is  only  about  6d.  a  scholar, 
but  with  this  very  small  expenditure  a 
great  end  has  been  gained  in  en- 
couraging better  attendance.  There  is 
one  important  feature  of  the  New  Code 
which  is  noticed  in  the  Heport,  and 
which,  I  think,  ought  to  be  regarded 
with  satisfaction  by  all  interested  in 
education,  and  that  is  the  new  system  of 
dispensing  with  individual  examination 
in  the  lower  Standards.  All  under 
Standard  III.  are  sabjected  to  what  is 
called  collective  examination ;  and  I 
think  there  is  a  general  hope  that  as  this 
system  may  be  found  to  work  well  and 
to  give  greater  freedom,  with  mach  less 
pressure  in  the  schools,  it  may  be 
extended  higher  than  the  Third  Stan- 
dard. There  has  been  considerable  im- 
provement in  the  numbers  under  specific 
subjects.  I  regret  that  in  one  respect 
there  has  been  a  going  back  on  the  part 
of  the  Department.  I  do  not  Imow 
whether  my  hon.  Friend  will  attribute 
this  to  the  fault  of  the  present  Depart- 
ment, but  it  is  a  misfortune  that  what 
was  supposed  to  be  a  point  gained 
some  years  ago  has  been  lost,  in  the 
matter  of  schools  being  restricted  to  the 
9d,  a-week  limit  of  fees.  In  many 
of  the  schools  there  is  a  better  ednoation 
given — that  is  to  say,  the  higher  sub- 
jects are  more  attended  to — and  the 
scholars  attending  are  quite  willing 
and  able  to  pay  higher  fees,  and  it 
is  desirable  to  have  higher  fees-— so 
as  not  to  undersell  other  sohools. 
But  after  having  for  a  Ywy  aihort  time 
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tho  liberty  to  charge  higher  fees,  it 
was  fouad  that  there  was  some  diffi- 
culty about  it,  and  tho  old  restric- 
tion was  reimposed.  Befereuce  has 
been  made  to  the  examination  of  secon- 
dary schools.  That  work  has  only 
ilow  begun.  It  has  been  long  of  be- 
ginning. We  had  under  the  Act  of 
1878  the  power,  with  the  consent  of  the 
Treasury,  to  institute  the  examination, 
and  school  boards  which  had  higher 
schools  under  their  charge  have  been  all 
along  pressing  for  that  examination.  It 
has  now  been  given  for  the  last  two 
years,  and  this  year  we  have  the  first 
Beport  of  a  general  kind.  Thirty-eight 
of  these  schools  appear  to  have  been 
examined  last  year,  and  the  report  of 
their  condition  is  by  no  means  satisfac- 
tory. It  is  not  satisfactory — not  be- 
cause the  teachers  are  not  doing  their 
best,  but  because  tho  conditions  under 
which  tho  schools  are  worked  are  such 
as  to  place  them  under  great  disad- 
vantage. There  is  no  doubt  that  some- 
thing m'ist  be  done  for  the  secondary 
schools  in  Scotland;  but  I  think,  in  the 
meantime,  that  something  must  be  found 
in  tho  form  of  private  and  voluntary 
benefactions.  These  have  been  given,  in 
many  cases,  with  the  very  best  results. 
In  Dundee,  for  instance,  great  assistance 
has  been  given  to  the  High  School  by 
one  or  two  gentlemen,  and  tho  school  is 
now  in  an  excellent  condition.  The 
higher  schools  throughout  Scotland  have 
certainly  a  claim  upon  the  liberality  of 
those  who  are  interested  in  the  promo- 
tion of  the  higher  education.  My  right 
hon.  and  learned  Friend  the  Lord  Ad- 
vocate mentioned  one  very  encouraging 
fact  at  the  beginning  of  his  statement, 
which  I  think  is  an  answer  to  the 
desponding  views  some  people  seem  to 
entertain  with  respect  to  the  condition 
of  education  in  Scotland.  He  said  that 
the  rate  of  grant  earned  in  Scotland 
this  year  is  higher  than  that  of  last 
year,  which  again  was  greater  than 
that  of  the  year  before.  It  was  18«. 
two  years  ago,  last  year  it  was  18«.  ^^d.^ 
and  I  gather  from  my  right  hon. 
Friend  that  this  year  it  is  expected  to 
reach  18«.  lle^. 

Mb.  HUNTER  (Aberdeen,  N.) :  I  do 
not  propose  to  follow  the  hon.  Member 
for  the  University  of  Glasgow  (Mr.  J. 
A.  Campbell)  or  the  hon.  Member  for 
St.  Bollox  (Mr.  Caldwell)  into  the  im- 
portant subjects  they  have  brought  be- 


fore the  Committee.  I  am  afraid  that 
at  this  period  of  the  Session  the  occasion 
is  hardly  propitious,  I  will  not  say  for  an 
exhaustive,  but  even  for  an  adequate 
discussion  of  this  subject,  and  therefore 
I  will  content  myself  with  calling  atten- 
tion to  a  matter  which  is  comparatively 
small,  but  is  not  without  importance.  I 
refer  to  the  relations  between  the  In- 
spectors of  Schools  and  the  Assistant 
Inspectors.  The  Inspectors  receive  good 
salaries,  beginning  at  £400  and  rising 
to  a  maximum  of  £800.  Sometime  ago 
it  was  found  that  the  work  was  increasing, 
and  Assistant  Inspectors  were  appointed, 
with  salaries  rising  by  small  increments 
from  £150  to  £300  a-year.  But  I  am 
afraid  there  was  one  difficulty  the  De- 
partment did  not  foresee — namely,  that 
the  gentlemen  capable  of  being  Assis- 
tant Inspectors  are  not  capable  of  being 
full  Inspectors.  I  consider  that  it  is  not 
possible  to  draw  a  line  of  demarcation 
between  the  work  done  by  the  Inspec- 
tors  and  the  work  done  by  the  Assistant 
Inspectors.  The  result  of  the  present 
arrangement  is  that  we  have  a  number 
of  men  who  are  perfectly  fit  to  be  In- 
spectors, but  who  are  paid  on  a  very 
low  scale.  That  is  not  the  worst  of  it. 
The  Assistant  Inspectors  are  necessarily 
under  the  orders  of  the  Inspectors,  and 
there  are  no  sufficiently  definite  instruc- 
tions to  Inspectors  to  determine  what 
work  should  be  done  by  the  Inspectors 
and  the  Assistant  Inspectors  respectively. 
It  therefore  amounts  to  this,  that  an  In- 
spector is  provided  with  an  assistant  over 
whom  ho  has  complete  control,  and  whom 
he  can  make  do  as  much  or  as  little  work 
as  he  likes.  That  is  a  position  of  matters 
that  is  calculated  to  give  rise  to  serious 
evils.  Human  nature,  after  all,  is  human 
nature,  and  if  you  provide  one  man  with 
another  to  do  his  work  for  him  there  is 
a  natural  tendency  for  the  Inspector  to 
make  his  assistant  do  as  much  of  the 
work  as  possible,  and  there  is  a  com- 
plaint, which  I  know  to  be  in  some  cases 
not  unfounded,  that  some  Inspectors, 
at  all  events,  have  been  throwing  a 
great  deal  too  much  work  on  the  Assbtant 
Inspectors.  I  may  point  out  that  the 
death  rate  among  Assistant  Inspectors 
during  the  last  three  or  four  years  is 
higher  than  among  the  Inspectors.  I 
believe  it  would  be  a  more  satisfactory 
arrangement  if,  when  an  Inspector  finds 
the  work  too  heavy,  an  additional  In- 
spector, instead  of  an  assistanti  were  ap« 
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pointed.  I  do  not  wish  to  allude  to  any 
particular  cases ;  but  I  think  this  is  a 
matter  that  requires  the  consideration  of 
the  Scottish  Education  Department,  and 
I  hope  the  Lord  Advocate  will  be  in  a 
position  to  give  the  Committee  some 
assurance  that  the  question  will  be 
seriously  looked  into  with  a  view  to  a 
better  arrangement  being  made  next 
year. 

Gbxeral  Sir  GEORGE  BALFOUR 
(Kincardine) :  When  last  the  question 
of  Scotch  Education  was  under  con- 
sideration in  this  House,  the  English 
Education  Vote  was  then  taken,  which 
occupied  so  much  of  the  time  allowed 
on  Saturday,  as  to  leave  only  85 
minutes  for  the  Scotch  debate.  This 
time  was  spent  in  the  Lord  Advocate 
reading  for  10  minutes  the  useful  Memo- 
randum prepared  by  the  Education  De- 
partment, and  my  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  St.  Rollox  Division  of 
Glasgow  (Mr.  Caldwell)  employed  18 
minutes  in  setting  forth  his  enlightening 
views  on  education.  There  was  thus  left 
only  five  or  six  minutes  before  the  Satur- 
day debate  closed,  and  this  was  used  in 
the  debate  about  the  adjournment. 
Being  disappointed  in  not  being  able  to 
express  my  views,  and  not  expecting 
another  opportunity  such  as  we  now 
have,  I  placed  my  views  before  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  Scotch  Education  Depart- 
ment, and  I  shall  only  now  briefly  refer 
thereto,  in  the  belief  that  the  points  I 
touched  upon  will  be  taken  up  in  the 
next  year's  Scotch  Education  Report; 
and  as  we  cannot  possibly  expect  at  this 
late  time  of  the  year  that  public  atten- 
tion will  be  directed  to  the  debate  to- 
day, I  strongly  recommend  my  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  St.  Rollox  Di- 
vision to  lay  before  the  Scotch  Education 
Department  the  heads  of  the  excellent 
and  useful  speech  which  he  has  just 
delivered.  By  that  course  he  will  be 
certain  to  receive  information  on  the 
various  obscure  points  he  has  raised,  and 
draw  the  attention  of  the  Department 
to  the  valuable  suggestions  he  has  made. 
I  shall  briefly,  therefore,  now  mention 
the  points  to  whicli  I  wish  to  draw  at- 
tention. I  consider  that  great  advantage 
will  be  gained  by  the  School  Inspectors 
being  better  trained  in  the  way  of  in- 
specting the  Scotch  children.  No  doubt, 
the  training  of  English  Universities  is  a 
guarantee  of  the  Inspector's  fitness  in 
some  degree;  but  I  am  informed  that  a 
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further  training  is  of  yltal  importance 
to  Scotch  schools,  by  having  the  Inspec- 
tors trained  to  extract  from,  often,  the 
apparently,  dull  children  the  sound  in- 
formation which  qualified  teachers  have 
been  able  to  give.  Then  as  regards  the 
teacheijs  themselves,  I  believe  it  would 
be  an  immense  benefit  if  they  were  en- 
couraged to  keep  pace  with  the  progress 
which  teaching  is  making.  I  belieTS 
that  a  month  spent  at  a  Central  Training 
College,  where  teachers  could  be  in- 
structed how  to  teach,  would  do  much  to 
further  the  progress  of  education  in 
Scotland.  I  may  also  call  attention  to 
the  disadvantage  which  children  labour 
under,  in  having  to  reckon  the  250 
attendances  at  one  school.  The  changes 
of  residence  on  the  part  of  the  parents 
necessarily  force  the  children  to  change 
the  school.  It  would,  however,  be  easy 
for  the  teacher  to  send  to  the  teacher  of 
the  new  school  a  report  of  the  progress 
and  of  the  attendances  of  the  child. 
There  is  also  a  question  of  importance  to 
poor  parents  in  having  to  provide  a  new 
set  of  school  books  for  the  new  school 
consequent  on  the  books  of  the  old 
school  not  being  used  in  the  new  school. 
I  do  not  advocate  uniformity  of  books 
for  all  schools.  That  would  be  too 
much  of  the  Chinese  method ;  but  the 
books  in  use  in  the  schools  in  a  district 
might  all  be  of  a  uniform  kind.  From 
all  I  can  make  out,  a  complete  set  of 
books  for  each  child  cost  nearly  £1. 
This  in  itself  is  a  sum  of  importance  to 
a  poor  man  with  a  number  of  children, 
which  labouring  men  of  Scotland  usually 
have.  I  also  advocate  careful  conside- 
ration being  given  to  the  question  of 
school  fees — I  believe  it  would  be  bene- 
ficial to  make  free  education  in  Scotland. 
The  last  point  which  I  wish  to  raise, 
and  to  which  I  call  the  serious  attention 
of  the  Lord  Advocate,  is  the  accusation 
made  in  the  former  debate  by  the 
right  hon.  Member  for  one  of  the  Di- 
visions of  Sheffield  (Mr.  Mundella).  In 
accounting  for  the  largely  increased 
earnings  of  scholars  in  Scotch  schools 
as  contrasted  with  the  earnings  of  Eng- 
lish scholars,  he  stated  that  the  Scotch 
excess  was  due  to  the  laxness  of  Scotch 
examinations.  The  report  of  hia  speech 
in  The  ISmes,  though  not  quite  so  strong 
as  in  the  words  of  the  speech  I  hewrd 
delivered,  is  sufficiently  stroDg  to  bear 
out  the  imputation,  that  the  Sootoh 
scholars  are  loss  strictly  examined  than 
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tho30  of  England.  I  therefore  strongly 
advocate  a  careful  inquiry  being  made 
as  to  the  correotness  of  the  allegations 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  who,  by 
bis  foimer  position  as  the  Head  of  the 
Education  Department  of  Great  Britain, 
by  his  zeal  and  devotion  to  the  education 
of  the  country,  is  an  educational  autho- 
rity of  great  weight.  I  may  conclude  by 
urging  the  Lord  Advocate  to  bring 
under  the  notice  of  the  Scotch  Educa- 
tion Department  the  many  useful  and 
important  suggestions  which  have  been 
made  in  the  course  of  this  debate. 

The  lord  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  J.  H. 
A.  Maodonald)  (Edinburgh  and  St. 
Andrew's  Universities):  The  speeches 
we  have  hoard  to-night  raise  a  number 
of  very  useful  suggestions  for  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Scottish  Education 
Department.  With  reference  to  the 
objection  of  my  hon.  and  gallant  Friend 
the  Member  for  Kincardineshire  (Gene- 
ral Sir  George  Balfour)  to  the  shortness 
of  the  statement  I  made  the  other  day, 
at  least  I  can  congratulate  myself  upon 
this,  that  my  hon.  and  gallant  Friend 
evidently  thinks  it  was  a  very  efficient 
statement,  from  an  educational  point  of 
view,  bocause  he  is  under  the  impression 
that  it  had  been  drawn  up  by  some  offi- 
cial in  the  Education  Department.  I 
hope  it  will  please  my  hon.  and  gallant 
Friend  to  know  that  the  statement  was 
drawn  up  by  myself,  and  embodied  my 
own  views.  I  am  not  in  the  habit  of 
having  my  speeches  prepared  for  me  by 
other  persons.  In  regard  to  the  short- 
ness of  time  it  took  to  deliver  it,  I  am 
not  sure  that  the  statement  was  any  the 
less  clear  on  that  account.  I  am  inclined 
to  think  many  of  the  speeches  made  in 
this  House  would  gain  in  clearness  as 
well  as  in  other  respects  if  people  would 
stick  to  their  notes,  instead  of  wandering 
into  disquisitions  upon  other  matters 
little  relevant  to  the  subject  under  dis- 
cussion. I  think  my  statement  was  a 
very  complete  one,  and  I  have  not  heard 
any  objection  to  it.  I  propose  now  to 
take  up  in  succession  the  different 
matters  that  have  been  brought  forward 
by  my  hon.  Friends.  In  the  first  place, 
my  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Caith- 
ness (Dr.  Clark)  has  called  attention  to 
the  very  large  expense  incurred  a  good 
many  years  ago  in  the  erection  of  poli- 
tical schools  in  the  North  of  Scotland. 
I  dare  say  the  hon.  Member  will  get  a 
good  many  people  to  agree  with  him  in 


that ;  but  I  think  the  hon.  Member  will 
also  agree  with  me  that  that  is  a  thing 
that  cannot  now  be  cured.  The  esta- 
blishment that  has  been  built  cannot  be 
turned  into  money,  but  must  be  used 
and  held  there.  The  hon.  Member  has 
also  referred  to  one  or  two  incidental 
circumstances  that  I  think  are  hardly 
suitable  for  discussion  in  this  House. 
One  of  them  is,  that  at  one  school  the 
grant  has  been  withheld  because  the 
school  board  did  not  carry  out  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Inspector  to  have  a  blind 
put  upon  a  window.  That  is  very  small 
matter ;  but  if  it  is  the  fact  that  a  blind 
was  necessary  to  prevent  the  children 
being  blinded,  and  if  it  is  true  that  the 
school  board  was  obstructive  in  regard 
to  matters  of  that  kind,  the  gentle  hint 
conveyed  by  the  grant  being  withheld 
for  some  time  will  probably  not  be  dis- 
regarded. It  appears  that  on  more 
than  one  occasion  the  Inspector  had 
found  the  children  exposed  to  the  sun, 
which  was  blazing  in  their  eyes — a  most 
improper  thing,  and  a  most  dangerous 
thing  for  their  sight,  as  everybody 
knows — and,  consequently,  the  grant 
has  been  withheld.  I  do  not  know 
whether  or  not  there  may  have  been 
faults  on  both  sides ;  but,  at  ail  events, 
there  is  the  Inspector's  explana- 
tion of  the  facts.  My  hon.  Friend 
the  Member  for  Sutherland  (Mr.  A. 
Sutherland)  has  made  some  valuable 
observations  on  the  question  of  teaching 
Gaelic  in  the  Highland  schools.  I  am 
very  much  afraid  there  are  two  great 
difficulties  in  connection  with  the  teach- 
ing of  Gaelic.  In  the  first  place,  we 
cannot  get  those  who  are  going  out  into 
life  as  teachers  to  trouble  themselves 
much  about  Gaelic,  and  we  cannot  be 
much  surprised  at  that  when  we  consider 
that  teachers  are  bo  crammed  with  other 
subjects  that  they  have  little  time  to 
devote  to  the  study  of  a  language  which 
they  would  find  of  little  aid  to  them, 
either  at  the  time,  or  afterwards.  It 
would  bo  a  great  mistake  to  attempt  to 
teach  Gaelic  in  the  same  scientific  way 
as  other  languages.  What  is  wantod 
is  rather  the  sort  of  acquaintance  with 
the  vernacular  which  is  picked  up  by 
the  children  from  their  elders  in  most 
Highland  cottages,  and  sufficient  in- 
struction to  enable  them  to  read  the 
Bible  in  Gaelic.  To  attempt  to  teach 
Gaelic  as  a  grammatical  language,  or 
by  means  of  grammatical  treatises,  would 
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be  the  heip^bt  of  folly.    But  I  am  afraid 
the  first  difficulty  I  have  mentioned  is 
the  real  one — that  we  cannot  get  young 
people  who  are  taking  up  teaching  as  a 
profession  to  give  sufficient  attention  to 
the  subject.     That  is  a  difficulty  that  I 
fear  cannot  be  met  by  the  Education  De- 
partment.    It  can  only  be  met  by  the 
people  themselves  taking  an  interest  in 
the  matter,  and  doing  what  they  can  to 
secure  that  the  subject  is  adequately 
taught.     In  regard  to  what  has  fallen 
from  the  hon.  Member  for  the  St.  BoUox 
Division  (Mr.  Caldwell)  on  the  question 
of  secondary  education,  I  can  only  say 
this,  that  I  do  not  think  secondary  edu- 
cation has  been  promoted  or  stimulated 
by  the  passing  of  the  Act  of  1872,  or 
any  subsequent  Act.     The  whole  ten- 
dency of  the  system  of  compulsory  edu- 
cation is  to  divorce  secondary  education 
from  elementary  education,  and  to  pre- 
vent that  gradual  flow  of  teaching  that 
used  to  obtain  in  the  old  parish  schools 
of  Scotland,  and  which  was  so  valuable 
for  all  classes  of  the  community.     I  am 
afraid  we  may  come  to  a  state  of  things 
in  which  the  higher  classes  living  in  the 
outlying  districts  of  the  country  would 
be  unable  to  get  from  the  teachers  of 
the  district   that    secondary  education 
which  they  used  to  get  from  the  parish 
schools,   and  also  that  the   masters  of 
board  schools  will  not  be  stimulated  to 
give  the  extra  time — for  it  only  is  in 
extra  time  that  it  can  be  done — to  those 
of  their  elder  pupils  who  have  the  taste 
and  time  for  higher  education.    There 
are  great  difficulties  in  the  matter,  and 
I  do  not  think  they  would  be  at  all  met 
by  a  certain  number  of  shillings  being 
given  for  particular  branches  of  educa- 
tion.    The  only  way  in  which  you  can 
have  this  done  is  for  the  schoolmaster  to 
make  it  one  of  his  highest  ambitions, 
not  only  to  educate  the  children  under 
his  charge  up  to  a  particular  low  Stan- 
dard, but  also,  while  not  neglecting  that 
duty,   and  doing  it  efficiently,  to  give 
some  of  his  time — leisure  time,  it  may 
be — to  higher  education   among  those 
of  his  pupils  who  have  the  time,  the 
talent,  and  the  health  to  undertake  it. 
I  do  not  see  how  it  can  bo  done  by 
attempting  once  more  to  graft  secondary 
education  on  the  existing  compulsory 
system,  and    attempting  to  make  it  a 
means  of  stimulating  secondary  educa- 
tion   within    the    school    itself.     With 
regard  to  the  secondary  schools,  I  think 
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they  are  doing  now  what  is  the  only 
thing  they  can  do,  looking  to  the  divorce 
which  has  taken  place  between  elemen- 
tary and  secondary  education  within  the 
schoolroom.    They  are  doing  what  they 
can  to  encourage  the  secondary  schools 
that  exist,   and  to  stimulate  them  to 
greater  exertions  and  greater  succese. 
That  is  an  experiment  that  has  been,  up 
to  a  certain  point,    successful,   and  I 
trust  in  the  future  that  it  will  be  more 
successful  still.  The  hon.'.Member  for  St. 
Eollox  has  also  referred  to  the  atten- 
dance in  elementary  schools,  which  is, 
no  doubt,  to  a  certain  extent,  defective. 
But  it  is  not  so  defect! ve'as  in  some  other 
places.     I  think  that  at  a  time  when  we 
are  able  to  show  substantially  increased 
results,  and  especially  in  the  most  diffi- 
cult districts,  the  hon.  Member's  words 
may  be  taken,  not  so  much  as  words  of 
condemnation,  as  a  stimulus  to  us  to  do 
better  if  we  can.     No  doubt,  there  has 
been  a  great  improvement  in  Hetums, 
and  the  Department  ha^e  the  matter 
thoroughly  before  them,   and  are  tho- 
roughly impressed  with  the  importance 
of  it.    If  they  have  been  able  to  secure 
improved  results  in  some  of  the  most 
dit&cult  districts,  they  may  hope  to  do 
still  more  in  the  other  parts  of  the  coun- 
try.   I  sympathize  with  my  hon.  Friend 
the  Member  for  the  Universities  of  Glas- 
gow and  Aberdeen  (Mr.  J.  A.  Campbell) 
in  the  opinion  he  has  expressed  that  to 
hope  to  reach  a  very  high  percentage  of 
attendance  in  the  case  of  very  young 
children  is  not  a  thing  that  any  Depart- 
ment can  look  forwaid  to.     We  might 
introduce    any  compulsory  system    we 
please,  and  exercise  the  powers  of  the 
law  by  inflicting  imprisonment ;  bat  if 
we  began  to  imprison  large  numbers  of 
parents  we  should  have  exactly  the  same 
thing  as  we  have  had  in  connection  with 
vaccination.    We  should  hare  *a  public 
outcry  against  it.    We  must  not  press  a 
law  of  this  kind  too  far,  above  all,  in 
the  case  of  extremely  young  children. 
I  sympathize  with  my  hon.  Friend  when 
he  says  that  in  Scotland,  at  all  events,  it 
was  not  the  practice  in  times  past  to 
send  the  children  too  young  to  school. 
I  am  not  sure  that  education  has  not 
often  been  beg^n  too  soon  by  fixing  one 
age  at  which  a  child  ouffht  to  go  to 
school.     We  would  not  do  it  with  regard 
to  any  animal  that  we  had  to  train. 
There  are  many  children  who  are  more 
fit  to  be  educated  at  five  than  others 
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at  six,  and  I  am  very  much  afraid 
that  our  insistiDg  on  a  hard-and-fast 
line  would  result  in  injury  as  well  as 
failure.  In  that,  of  course,  I  am 
only  expressing  my  own  opinion,  and 
I  am  bound  to  say  that  a  contrary 
opinion  prevails  in  the  country — namely, 
that  every  child  of  a  fixed  age  should  be 
compelled  to  go  to  school.  As  to  the 
non-State-aided  schools  being  crushed 
out,  that  was  the  natural  tendency  of 
the  Act  of  1872,  because  when  people 
folt  that  they  were  paying  rates  to  pro- 
vide education  for  the  whole  nation 
they  were  indisposed  to  put  their  hands 
in  their  pockets  and  pay  for  the  educa- 
tion of  their  children  in  other  schools, 
when  they  could  receive  a  highly  eflS- 
cient  education  in  the  board  schools, 
under  the  best  monitory  and  other 
arrangements.  My  hon.  Friend  com- 
plained that  the  Department  have  con- 
cealed the  facts  as  to  the  condition  of 
the  attendance  in  the  non-State-aided 
schools.  I  think  that  arises  from  the 
fact  that  they  are  very  carefully  con- 
coaled  from  us.  There  is  a  great  ten- 
dency on  the  part  of  the  non*  State- 
aided  schools  to  avoid  publicity. 

Mr.  CALDWELL :  What  I  said  was 
that  in  regard  to  the  City  of  Glasgow 
the  School  Board  have  given  a  complete 
statement  of  the  annual  attendance,  and 
I  asked  why  the  Department  should  not 
do  the  same  thing  ? 

Mr.  J.  H.  A.  MACDONALD:  That 
takes  the  ground  away  from  my  hon. 
Friend's  complaint,  if  it  does  not  alto- 
gether remove  it,  because  he  has  the 
figures,  so  far  as  Glasgow  is  concerned. 
My  hon.  Friend  spoke  of  the  number  of 
children  in  attendance,  and  said  it  was 
not  what  it  ought  to  be.  There  is  a 
great  deal  of  truth  in  that,  and  speaking 
generally  upon  the  question  I  may  say 
that  it  is  a  matter  of  considerable  diffi- 
culty to  bring  the  attendance  up  to  what 
it  ought  to  be.  I  can  only  say  that  in 
this  respect  we  are  progressing.  An- 
other matter  referred  to  by  my  hon. 
Friend  at  the  beginning  of  his  speech 
was  the  lowering  of  the  Standard  and 
the  schools  not  being  feeders  of  the 
University.  AVith  regard  to  that  I  can 
only  say  that  it  is  the  real  defect  of  the 
compulsory  system  of  our  elementary 
education,  which  does  not  tend  to  pro- 
mote in  the  elementary  schools  the  pro- 
gress of  higher  education.  A  oomplaint 
has  been  made  about  the  arrangement 


of  the  Department,  by  which  the  attend- 
ance of  the  child  at  school  must  be  an 
attendance  at  the  same  school  in  order 
to  obtain  the  grant.  The  matter  has 
been  fully  represented  to  the  Education 
Department,  and  is  now  under  their 
consideration.  That  is  a  matter  of  great 
importance ;  but  I  believe  it  has  been  re- 
presented to  the  Education  Department, 
and  is  now  receiving  careful  considera- 
tion. A  complaint  was  also  made  by 
the  hon.  Member  for  the  St.  Hollos 
Division  with  reference  to  placing  on 
the  additional  grant  which  is  given  to 
the  sparsely  populated  parts  of  the 
country  the  condition  that  they  must 
show  80  per  cent  of  attendance  before 
they  can  receive  that  additional  grant. 
I  think  the  hon.  Member  would  not 
have  been  so  severe  if  he  had  known 
the  actual  result  which  has  followed 
from  the  system.  It  has  had  the  effect 
of  stimulating  larger  attendance,  and  of 
giving  to  those  sparsely  populated  dis- 
tricts an  additional  grant  to  the  extent 
of  £3,000  during  the  last  school  period. 
I  think  that  is  a  very  satisfactory  result. 
Possibly  the  percentage  may  have  been 
placed  too  high ;  but  the  population,  in- 
stead of  beine  a  moving  population,  is 
a  population  ^ways  on  the  spot,  and  if 
a  child  once  begins  to  attend  school  re- 
gularly there  is  no  reason  why  he  should 
not  continue  to  do  so.  And  so  far  as 
the  children  themselves  are  concerned, 
they  are  strong  and  healthy  and  are 
capable  of  using  more  exertion  in 
reaching  school  than  children  who  live 
in  the  large  towns.  The  main  point, 
however,  is  that  80  per  cent  has  been 
reached,  and  these  schools  have  in- 
creased the  g^ant  by  £3,000.  My  hon. 
Friend  also  entered  on  the  great  ques- 
tion of  the  abolition  of  school  fees.  I 
will  not  enter  upon  the  discussion  of 
that  question  at  the  present  time.  It 
does  not  affect  Scotland  alone,  but  is  a 
general  question,  about  which  there  is 
a  strong  and  vehement  difference  of 
opinion.  Therefore,  it  would  not  be 
wise  to  refer  to  it  now.  The  question 
of  Dr.  Ker  has  also  been  brought  up. 
I  admit  to  my  hon.  Friend  that  the  in- 
formation on  which  I  answered  the 
Question  yesterday  was  derived  from 
officials  of  the  Department.  My  an- 
swer was  not  argumentative,  but  was 
simply  as  to  certain  matters  of  fact  in 
reference  to  which  I  ooold  get  the  infor- 
mation  in   no   other  way   than  froia 
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officials  of  the  Department.     My  own 
opinion  is  that  it  would  be  unfortunate 
if  a  gentleman  who  is  in  a  distinguished 
position  as  regards  education  should  be 
so  restricted  in  his  holidays  as  not  to 
be  allowed  to  devote  part  of  his  time 
to    doing    some    efficient  work    which 
does    not    interfere    with    his     official 
duties.      I    do    not  suppose  that   Dr. 
Ker,  the  Inspector,  spends  the   whole 
of  his  holidays    in  doing  other   work. 
Like  a  sensible  man,  he  giyes  some  of 
his  time  to  reasonable  recreation ;  but  I 
do  not  blame  him  for  devoting  some  of 
his  holidays  to  a  higher  class  of  work. 
It  is  complained  against  the   Scottish 
EducationDepartment  that  it  consists  of 
the  permanent  Secretary  to  the  Depart- 
ment.   I  hope  hoQ.  Members  will  not 
believe  that  important  matters  are  not 
discussed  by  the  officials,  and  that  they 
have  not  a  legitimate  and  proper  in- 
fluence on  the  Department ;  and  if  my 
hon.  Friends  would  convey  to  me  their 
ideas  on  different  matters,  they  will  find 
that  that  is  a  very  good  way  of  in- 
fluencing the  officials  of  the  Department. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Aberdeen  and 
Glasgow  Universities  (Mr.  J.  A.  Camp- 
bell) expressed  his  regret  at  the  dimi- 
nution of  the  night  schools  in  Glasgow 
and  other  parts  of  the  country.     There 
can  be  no  doubt  that  these  night  schools 
are  decreasing ;  but  at  this  period,  1 5  years 
after  the  passing  of  the  Education  Act 
of  1872,  ]U8t  what  we  might  expect  to 
find  is  occurring,  because  when  we  have 
got  the  system  of  elementary  education 
well  established  in   the    country,    the 
result  must  necessarily  be  that  a  great 
many  more  children  are  getting  their 
elementary  education   in  their    young 
days.     It  is  not  so  necessary  now  for 
young  people  to   attend  night  schools, 
because  the  great  mass  of  the  population 
have  received  their  training  and  educa- 
tion in  the  elementary  schools   before 
reaching  an  age  when  people  generally 
attend  these  night  schools.     Therefore, 
I  think  the  diminution  in  the  number  of 
persons  attending  night  schools  is  not 
an  unmixed  evil.     I  think  it  is  to  be 
accounted  for,  to  some  extent,  by  the 
fact  that  the  education  given  in  these 
night  schools  is  becoming  a  higher  edu- 
cation, which  necessarily  catches  a  much 
smaller  proportion  of  the    population 
than  elementary  education  would  do.    I 
think  it  is  a  marked  want  that  we  did 
not  get  a  sufficient  number  of  efficiently 
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trained  female  teachers   for  the  very 
young  children  in  infant  classes.  Every- 
one acknowledges  that  the  influence  of 
a  woman  on  very  young  children  with 
regard  to  their  manners,  morals,  and 
education,  is  much  more  efficient  and 
effective  than  that  of  a  man.     For  one 
man  who  has  the  capacity  for  dealing 
with  children  of  tender  age,  there  are 
dozens  of  women  who  have  it.    I  think 
it  is  a  defect  in  our  elementary  system 
that  we  do  not  train  young  females  for 
this  special  work.    I  suspeot  that  the 
teachers  that  are  chosen  for  teaching 
very  young  children  are  chosen  simply 
because  they  are  believed  to  know  a 
great  many  things,  without  any  test  of 
their  capacity  for  that  sympathetic  mode 
of  dealing  with  young  people  by  which 
alone  they  can  be  led  happily  into  the 
first  course  of  their  education.    If  we 
endeavour  in  onr  Training  Colleges  to 
find  out  the  young  women  who  are  beat 
suited  to  this  work,  I  believe  it  would 
be  a  happy  thino;  for  ourselves,  a  happy 
thing  for  the  ohiMren,  and  a  still  happier 
thing  for  the  community.   There  is  only 
one  other  subject  I  desire  to  refer  to, 
and  it  has  reference  to  the  remarks  which 
fell  from  my  hon.  Friend  the  Member 
for  the  Edinburgh  Unirersity.    With 
regard  to  the  question  about  the  nine- 
penny  limit  of  fees,  we  got  great  ad?an- 
tages  from  the  belief  that  we  have  the 
power  to  charge  a  hiffher  fee  in  the 
State-aided  schools;    but  it  has  now 
turned  out  that,  for  tedmioal  reasons, 
we  have  not  that  power.    It  is  just  one 
of  those  instances  that  has   so  often 
happened  in  this  House.    A  clause  was 
put  in  the  Act,  at  the  instance  of  the 
late  Mr.  Duncan  M'Laren,  but  in  such  a 
fashion  that  it  has  not  proved  effective. 
With  regard  to  the  question  of  Inspec* 
tors  and  Assistant  Inspectors,    I  can 
assure  my  hon.  Friends  that  it  will 
receive  careful  consideration.    The  hon. 
Member  has   also   spoken    about  die 
number  of  books  and  the  expense  of  the 
books  which  are  used  in  the  b<^oo1b,  and 
there  I  am  bound  to  say  that  I  rather 
agree  with  him.    I  tlunk  the  expense 
and  number  of  books  is  a  great  dis- 
advantage, and  that  the  number  of  books 
is  especially  so ;  and  I  believe  it  would 
be  more  for  the  advantage  of  the  children 
themselves  if  we  were  to  have  a  STstem 
under  which  there  were   fewer  books 
used  and  more  instruction   given  by 
teachers  in  the  schooli|  and  leas  leaniiiig 
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of  leesons  at  home.  That,  I  think,  would 
be  (^eatly  to  the  advantage  of  the  ele- 
mentary education,  and  contribute  as 
well  to  the  future  health  of  the  popu- 
lation. Then  my  hon.  Friend  has  re- 
marked that  we  f^et  our  extra  grants  in 
Scotland  by  insufficient  inspection  ;  but 
I  think  we  can  answer  that  by  pointing 
to  the  work  done  by  Scotchmen  in  after 
life  whether  they  are  as  well  educated 
as  Englishmen  or  not.  I  have  now  only 
to  thank  the  Members  of  the  Committee 
for  the  kindness  with  which  they  have 
received  my  statement,  and  to  assure 
them  that  the  questions  which  have  been 
raised  in  the  course  of  this  discussion 
will  receive  the  earnest  consideration  of 
the  Department. 

Sir  GEORGE  CAMPBELL  (Kirk- 
caldy, &c.) :  I  only  want  to  ask  one 
question— namely,  who  is  the  Head  of 
the  Scotch  Education  Department  ?  We 
know  very  well  that  the  Committee  of 
Council  for  Education  in  Scotland  con- 
tains some  very  eminent  men ;  but  I 
wish  to  know  whether  the  Board  is  a 
dummy  board  or  not — whether  the  Sec- 
retary for  Scotland,  in  his  own  person, 
is  the  sole  Board,  or  whether  the  emi- 
nent men  whom  I  have  referred  to  as 
being  on  the  Committee  of  Education 
are  members  of  the  Board  ?  We  have 
on  the  Committee  Sir  Francis  Sandford, 
a  man  of  Scotch  breeding,  and  a  man 
of  immense  knowledge.  We  have,  also, 
the  Lord  Advocate  himself,  a  most  able 
Scotchman,  and  I  am  sure  that  those 
who  have  listened  to  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  will  agree  that  he 
has  vindicated  himself  of  the  charge  of 
having  acquired  this  knowledge  of  the 
Education  Department  from  books ;  the 
right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  has 
shown  in  his  speech  to-day  great  know- 
ledge of  the  subject,  and  great  sympathy 
with  the  questions  that  have  been 
raised ;  and  I  want  to  know  whether  Sir 
Francis  Sandford,  the  Lord  Advocate, 
and  the  other  able  members  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Council  for  Education  are, 
as  I  have  said,  dummy  members,  or 
whether  they  take  an  active  part  in 
the  management  of  Scotch  Education — 
or  is  it  the  case  that  the  only  real  Head 
of  the  Board  of  Education  for  Scotland 
is  the  Scotch  Secretary  himself,  aided 
and  abetted  by  the  President  of  the 
Council  ? 

Mr.  a.  SUTHERLAND :  Before  the 
Uuestion  is  put  from  the  Chair,  I  should 


like  to  remind  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  the  Lord  Advocate  that  he 
has  taken  no  note  of  what  I  said  with 
regard  to  the  results  obtained  by  under- 
graduates as  compared  with  those  by 
graduate  teachers.  I  quite  agree  with 
the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman's 
remarks  on  the  subject  of  instruction  in 
Gaelic,  and  now  that  we  have  it  con- 
ceded as  a  specific  subject,  I  hope  it  will 
have  a  fair  chance.  It  has  been  said 
that  although  it  has  been  conceded  the 
subject  has  not  been  taken  up ;  but  I 
wish  it  to  be  put  in  the  Schedule  with 
the  other  subjects,  and  then  if  we  see 
that  it  fails,  there  will  be  no  reason  for 
raising  further  arguments  on  the  sub- 
ject. 

Dr.  CLARK :  I  am  not  altogether 
satisfied  with  the  reply  of  the  Lord 
Advocate  as  to  the  action  of  the  Depart- 
ment in  the  case  of  the  school  board  in 
my  own  locality.  It  is  one  of  those  in- 
accurate replies  that  Departments  usually 
g^ve.  I  have  some  correspondence  here 
between  the  school  board  and  myself 
regarding  it,  and  I  have  to  tell  the  right 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  that  I  shall 
bring  the  matter  forward  again  rather 
than  have  £100  taken  off  the  salaries.  I 
wish  to  refer  to  a  subject  which  last 
year  I  pressed  on  the  attention  of  the 
Secretary  for  Scotland  —  namely,  the 
very  great  grievance  that  the  under- 
graduates in  Scotland  have  with  refer- 
ence to  their  grant.  You  take  these 
men,  you  educate  them  and  give  them  a 
certificate  that  they  are  perfectly  quali- 
fied to  teach  everything  that  is  required 
to  be  taught  in  the  elementary  schools ; 
and  there  is  another  class  of  men  whom 
you  do  not  examine  and  know  nothing 
about  so  far  as  their  qualifications  are 
concerned.  The  latter  are  appointed  as 
teachers,  the  class  of  subjects  is  the 
same,  and  the  results  are  obtained  by 
the  same  Examiners ;  and  you  give  to 
the  men  yon  know  all  about  4^.,  and 
to  those  you  know  nothing  about  you 
give  10«.  No  doubt,  there  are  some 
managers  who  prefer  to  take  a  man  with 
a  degree ;  but  the  effect  of  the  present 
system  is  that  the  men  who  take  your 
certificates  are  being  shunted  out  and 
graduates  are  taking  their  places.  I  say 
you  are  acting  unfairly  towards  a  class 
of  men  whom  you  have  yourselves  certi- 
fied to  be  efficient,  and  hence  their  com- 
plaint. Increase  Tour  own  men's  quali- 
fications if  you  like,  but  I  say  that  you 


1399 


Supply — Civil 


{COMMONS} 


Service  SstimateM, 


1400 


ought  to  give  thorn  the  same  rights  as 
graduates.  I  hope  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  will  be  able  to  give 
us  an  assurance  that  he  will  alter  this 
arrangement  noxt  year,  otherwise  I 
shall  be  obliged  to  divide  against  the 
Vote. 

Mr.  J.  H.  A.  MACDONALD :  In 
reply  to  my  hon.  Friend  the  Member 
for  Kirkcaldy  Burghs,  I  may  say  that  I 
have  referred  to  a  very  valuable  work, 
WhitaJcer*i  Almanack,  and  I  am  happy  to 
assure  him  that  the  members  of  the 
Scotch  Education  Department  are  not 
<< dummy"  members.  I  find  that  the 
Board  consists  of  the  Lord  President 
of  the  Council,  the  Secretary  for  Scot- 
land, the  Secretary  for  the  Home  De- 
partment, the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer, the  right  hon.  Sir  Francis  Sand- 
ford,  and  myself.  I  have  been  at  several 
meetings,  and  four  members  have  always 
been  present ;  Sir  Francis  Sandford  and 
myself  were  there,  and  I  have  seen  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  and  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment present.  The  Board  does  not  meet 
only  in  Council;  it  considers  every 
question.  With  regard  to  the  point 
mentioned  by  my  hon.  Friend  with  refer- 
ence to  the  teaching  of  Gaelic,  I  had  al- 
ready taken  a  note  of  it,  and  it  will  not 
bo  lost  sight  of. 

Vote  agreed  to. 

(4.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  pro- 
posed, 

''That  a  sum,  not  oxceeding  £12,018,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum 
necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come 
in  course  of  payment  durin;^  the  year  ending 
on  the  3l8t  day  of  March  1888,  for  Grants  to 
Scottish  Uniyersities." 

Mr.  hunter  (Aberdeen,  N.) :  I 
regret  that  the  Secretary  to  the  Trea- 
sury is  not  present  on  this  occasion,  be- 
cause I  have  to  make  one  or  two  remarks 
which  I  am  sure  will  be  grateful  to  his 
ears  as  custodian  of  the  public  purse.  I 
have  to  refer  to  the  sums  paid  at  the 
Scotch  Universities  for  assistants  of  Pro- 
fessors. Now,  there  is  no  part  of  the 
money  voted  by  Parliament  to  Scotch 
Universities  which  is  more  beneficially 
applied  than  that  which  goes  for  the 
payment  of  the  Professoriate.  But  when 
some  classes  in  the  Universities  become 
very  large,  enormous  salaries,  compara- 
tively speaking,  are  obtained  by  fees 
from  the  students  in  those  classes,  and 
it  seems  to  me  that  when  the  question 

Dr.  Clark 


of  Scotch  Universities  comes  up,  the 
Treasury  should  consider  the  propriety 
of  making  the  grant  depend  on  the  total 
amount  which  the  Professors  get.  Take 
the  case  of  Professors  who  receiyo  £  1 ,000 
a-year  and  over.     I  find  there  are  no 
fewer  than  10  Chairs  in   Scotch  Uni- 
versities which  return  over  £  1 ,  000  a-year 
to  the  Professors.     This  sum  is  largely 
in  excess  of  the  usual  pay  of   Scotch 
Professors,    and    £100    is  granted  by 
Parliament  to   each  of   those  10  Pro- 
fessors for  assistants.  I  venture  to  think 
that  when  the  emoluments  of  a  Professor 
exceed    £1,000,    he    might   very  well 
provide  the  necessary  assistance  out  of 
the  excessive  fees  which  he  gets.    That 
would   give   £1,000,   which    would  be 
sufficient  to  endow  five  new  Chairs  at 
£200  each.     I  think  that  £200  would 
be  found  to  be  sufficient  for  the  endow- 
ment of  some  Chairs  which  are  urgently 
wanted   in    the    Scotch     Universities. 
Having  called  attention  to  this  subject 
on  the  ground  of  usefulness  and  economy 
I  wish  to  say  a  few  words  with  regard 
to  another  possible   reduction  of  this 
Vote.    I  refer  to  the  sums  voted  for  the 
Theological  Chairs  in  the  Scotch  Uni- 
versities.   I  have  often  felt  that  when 
Scotchmen  have  appealed  to  the  Exche- 
quer for  Grants  in  Aid  of  Scotch  Uni- 
versities, there  was  one  weak  point  in 
their  case,  because  the   English  Non- 
conformists might  turn  round  and  say 
that  before  any  additional   money  is 
g^ven  to  Scotch  Universities,  the  money 
already   given    should   be  applied  to 
proper  University  purposes,  and  not  to 
the  endowment  of  denominational  edu- 
cation.   The  amount  voted  by  Parlia- 
ment is  not  in  itself  large,  but  it  amounts 
to  one-seventeenth  part  of  the  entire  Vote 
for  Scotch  Universities,  and  the  other 
item  which  I  have  referred  to  is  not  an 
inappreciable  amount.    The  reason  why 
I  think    that   Parliament    should   not 
grant  any  money  for  Theological  Chairs 
in  the  Scotch  Universities  is  that  iu  the 
course  of  events  the  Scotch  llieological 
Chairs  have  ceased  to  be  what  we  may 
call  open  Chairs,  and  they  are  practically 
used  for  the  training  of  young  persons 
of  one  Presbyterian  denomination.  The 
authorities  of  the  Free  Church  require 
that  all  ministers  of  their  bodies  shall 
be  educated  at  the  Theological  Colleges, 
which    they    themselves    provide    bj 
voluntary  subscriptions.    l?ne  members 
of  the  United  P^byterian  Ohuroh  alto 
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provides  the  necessary  training  for  their 
ministers,  and  the  result  of  this  is  that 
the  Scotch  Theological  Chairs  are  prac- 
tically con6ned  to  the  preparation  of 
candidates  for  the  Established  Ohurch. 
It  seems  to  mo,  holding  as  I  do  the 
principle  of  equality,  with  regard  to 
religious  endowments,  that  the  present 
system  is  inconsistent  with  the  principle 
of  equality.  There  are  some  persons 
in  Scotland  who  entertain  the  view  that, 
although  at  the  present  time  these 
Chairs  are  practically  confined  to  candi- 
dates for  the  ministry  of  the  Established 
Church,  some  possible  changes  may  take 
place,  and  that  at  some  future  time  the 
Theological  Chairs  may  be  available  for 
the  teaching  of  all  ministers  in  Scotland 
as  was  the  case  before  1843.  It  does  not 
seem  to  me  that  events  are  tending  in 
that  direction  at  the  present  time ;  and, 
that  being  so,  I  wish  to  move  the  re- 
duction of  the  Vote  by  the  sum  of  £  1,000 
in  order  that  there  may  be  an  oppor- 
tunity of  dividing  on  and  testing  the 
principle  involved,  and  I  do  so  on  the 
grounds  both  of  economy  and  equality. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
' '  That  a  sum.  not  exceeding  £  11 ,0 1 8,  be 
granted  for  the  said  Services." — {Mr. 
Ifunttr.) 

Mr.  J.  H.  A.  MACDONALD :  There 
are  two  points  referred  to  by  my  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  Aberdeen  (Mr. 
Hunter)  in  connection  with  this  Vote, 
one  of  which  is  the  emoluments  of 
assistants  and  Professors.  That  is  a 
matter  which,  of  course,  has  already 
come  under  consideration  in  the  pro- 
posals for  University  legislation,  but  I 
will  point  out  this— that  in  proposing  to 
make  the  Professor  pay  the  sum  voted 
by  Parliament  for  an  assistant,  my  hon. 
Friend  ought  to  keep  in  mind  that  as 
regards  a  great  many,  if  not  all,  of  these 
assistants,  the  Professor  could  not  keep 
them  on  the  sum  voted  by  Parliament 
In  most  cases  £100  a-year  to  get  the 
sort  of  man  capable  of  being  a  really 
efficient  assistant  for  these  important 
classes  is  not  enough ;  and  not  only  is 
that  so,  but  the  Professors  are  also  in 
this  position,  that  although  they  get 
£100  to  provide  Que  assistant,  which  is 
not  sufficient  for  the  purpose,  they  have 
further  to  provide  for  assistance  out  of 
their  own  pockets,  because,  with  only 
one  assistant,  they  cannot  possibly  carry 
out  the  work  of  their  Chairs.  Then 
with  regard  to  the  Professors  of  Divinity 


and  cognate  subjects,  I  think  my  hon. 
Friend  has  done  all  he  intended  to  do 
by  bringing  up  this  matter  on  the 
present  occasion.  It  is  a  matter  which 
cannot  be  properly  discussed  at  the 
present  moment.  The  question  is  a  large 
and  important  one,  and  must  also,  to 
some  extent,  come  up  on  the  question  of 
University  legislation,  and  I  am  there- 
fore not  prepared  at  the  present  moment 
to  enter  into  it.  Mv  hon.  Friend 
has  made  his  protest  against  the  appli- 
cation of  this  money ;  but,  at  the  same 
time,  he  is  aware  that  it  is  the  actual 
position  of  things  at  present,  and  we  are 
not  at  this  time  in  a  position  to  alter  it. 
The  matter,  notwithstanding  the  fact 
that  I  am  not  prepared  to  enter  upon  it 
now,  is  one  that  will  certainly  have  to 
be  considered  ;  but  I  hope  my  hon. 
Friend  will  excuse  me  for  going  into  it 
on  the  present  occasion. 

Sir  GEORGE  CAMPBELL :  I  quite 
feel  that  it  is  impossible  at  the  present 
time  to  deal  with  the  whole  question  of 
the  Divinity  Professors  at  the  Scotch 
Universities,  although  it  is  one  which 
I  think  we  shall  have  to  deal  with  at  a 
future  day.  But  I  want  to  sav  a  word 
on  the  special  case  of  St.  Andrews. 
The  Professors'  case  is  that  their  in- 
comes are  almost  at  starvation  point. 
It  seems  to  me,  quite  apart  from  the 
general  question  of  whether  we  ought 
to  have  a  State-supported  Churchy  that  it 
is  great  folly  that  the  Professor  in  Arts 
and  Science  should  be  starving  while  we 
keep  up  so  liberally  the  Professors  in 
the  Divinity  and  Medical  Departments, 
in  which  you  have  scarcely  more  students 
than  Professors.  It  seems  to  me  that 
there  is  not  that  demand  for  ministers  of 
the  Established  Church  of  Scotland 
which  would  justify  the  keeping  up  of  the 
divinity  classes  in  the  four  Universities* 
My  own  opinion  is  that,  unless  an 
arrangement  can  be  made  with  Dundee 
instead  of  enlarging  the  medical  schools 
at  St.  Andrew's  University,  the  proper 
course  would  be  to  abolish  both  Divinity 
and  Medical  Schools,  and  apply  the 
money  voted  for  them  to  the  purpose  of 
raising  the  status  of  the  Professors  in 
Arts  and  Sciences  in  respect  of  salary. 

Mr.  HUNTER:  I  do  not  at  all 
object  to  the  tone  in  which  the  right 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the  Lord 
Advocate  has  met  me  on  this  question. 
I  am  perfectly  aware  that  we  are  not  in 
a  position  to  find  a  satisfactory  solution 
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of  the  question  on  the  discussion  of  the 
Vote  before  the  Oommittee  ;  but,  at  the 
same  time,  the  only  way  in  which  we  can 
formally  raise  the  question  in  the  House 
is  by  takiug  a  Division  on  the  Vote,  and 
accordingly  I  shall  do  so  on  the  present 
occasion. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided: — Ayes  31; 
Noes  105:  Majority  74.  —  (l)iv.  List, 
No.  456.)  [7.25  p.m.] 

Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

(5.)  £1,300,  to  complete  the  sum  for 
the  National  Gallery,  &c.,  Scotland. 

Mr.  mason  (Lanark,  Mid) :  There 
is  an  item  in  this  Vote  for  the  Board  of 
Manufacturers  about  which  I  should 
like  to  receive  from  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  G-entleman  the  Lord  Advocate 
some  information.  We  in  Scotland  do 
not  know  much  about  this  Board,  and 
I  should  be  glad  to  hear  from  the  right 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  why  the 
Board  of  Manufacturers  exists,  and 
what  it  is  they  do,  so  that  we  may 
understand  on  what  the  money  now 
asked  for  is  spent.  I  think  the  whole 
Vote  requires  some  explanation. 

Mb.  J.  H.  A.  MAODONALD :  This 
money  is  voted  in  connection  with  a 
number  of  institutions  in  Edinburgh  for 
national  purposes  concerned  with  manu- 
facture^  and  arts.  The  Board  of  Manu- 
facturers has  under  its  charge  large  art 
collections  and  the  School  of  Design, 
and  there  are  buildings  to  be  kept  up, 
such  as  the  National  Gallery  and  the 
now  National  Portrait  Gallery,  the  funds 
of  which  are  provided  by  a  private  bene- 
factor, while  the  maintenance  is  taken 
over  by  the  State.  There  are,  also,  various 
matters  connected  with  the  School  of 
Art  and  Design,  and  Science  and  Art 
Department.  I  will  give  one  instance. 
The  present  staff  sanctioned  by  the 
Treasury  consists  of  a  certain  number 
of  officials — a  head  master,  assistant 
master,  female  teachers  and  curators, 
involving  expenditure  to  the  amount  of 
£1, 190  per  annum.  Then  there  are  the 
expenses  of  the  National  Gallery  and  of 
the  Museum  of  Antiquities ;  and  there 
are  prizes  and  various  other  things.  The 
Board  is  working  very  efficiently,  and 
having  been  a  member  of  it  for  many 
years,  I  am  able  to  say  that  it  is  very 
actively  carried  on,  and  is  doing  ex- 
tremely good  work. 

Mr,  Hunter 


Mb.  MASON:  I  think  there  is  no 
necessity  to  press  this  inquiry  any 
further,  being  satisfied  with  the  state- 
ment of  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Oen- 
tleman. 

Yote  agreed  to. 

Class  V. — Fobbion  aitd  Colonial 
Sebyices. 

(6.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  pro- 
posed, 

"That  a  sam,  not  exceeding  £14,416,  Iw 
granted  to  Her  Majesty  to  complete  the  sum 
neceasary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  oome 
in  course  of  payment  daring  the  year  ending  on 
the  3 1st  day  of  March  1888,  in  aid  of  Colonial 
Local  Revenue,  and  for  the  Salaries  and  Allow- 
ances of  Governors,  &c.,  and  for  other  Charges 
connected  with  the  Colonies,  includinfc  Ex- 
penses incurred  nnder  'The  Pacific  lalanderi 
Protection  Act,  1876.' " 

Sib  OEOEGE  CAMPBELL  :  In 
order  to  get  some  information,  I  intend 
to  moTO  the  reduction  of  the  Vote  by 
several  items  which  it  includes.  I  shall 
first  moye  the  reduction  of  the  Yote 
by  the  sum  of  £1,500,  being  the 
amount  under  Sub-Head  A  for  half 
charge  for  the  steamer  on  the  West 
Coast  of  Africa,  because  it  ia  the  only 
way  in  which  we  can  get  to  know  what 
is  going  on  in  that  part  of  the  world.  I 
want  some  information  as  to  the  nature 
of  our  proceedings  on  the  West  Coast 
of  Africa.  We  have  had  a  number  of 
Blue  Books  which,  in  one  Benae,  gi?e 
too  much  iaformatioB,  and  in  another 
sense  too  little;  but  it  ia  rather  hard 
to  get  at  the  true^st  of  our  proceediDgs 
in  Africa.  We  have  had  statements 
made  in  the  press  and  by  the  Chamber 
of  Commerce  in  London  and  elsewhere, 
complaining  very  much  that  we  do  not 
annex  the  interior  distriots  of  Africa,  or 
bring  them  under  control  bo  that  our 
trade  there  may  be  extended.  It  is 
noticeable  that  those  who  impress  on 
Her  Majesty's  Qovemment  the  neoesuty 
of  undertaking  this  work,  do  so,  not  so 
much  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  alive 
the  Natives  as  for  the  purpose  of  trading 
with  them.  It  is  for  this  reason  that 
Her  Majesty's  Oovemment  have  been 
strongly  pressed  to  establish  dominion 
on  the  West  Coast  of  Africa.  I  ahonld 
like  to  know  what  operations  are  in 
contemplation  by  Her  Majesty's  Gk>rera- 
ment,  and  whether  they  have  in  viev 
the  protection  of  the  live^  of  the  Natives 
or  the  promotion  of  trade  by 
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under  control  large  tracts  in  the  interior 
of  Africa.  I  should,  also,  like  to  be 
told  something  of  the  position  of  the 
Royal  Niger  Company  to  which  a  charter 
has  been  granted  for  the  purpose  of 
enabling  them  to  establish  large  do- 
minions in  the  interior  of  the  Continent. 
I  know  it  would  be  out  of  Order  to  go 
into  this  subject  in  detail ;  but  the  Vote 
being  for  the  West  African  Steamer,  I 
think  we  may  ask  to  be  told,  in  the 
fewest  possible  words,  whether  we  are 
establishing  dominions  in  Africa  by 
means  of  a  Chartered  Company  or  other- 
wise ? 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
'*That  Item  A -West  Coast  of  Africa 
Steamer — be  reduced  by  the  sum  of 
£1,500."— (5^ir  Georffs  Campbell.) 

The  secretary  of  STATE  for 
TUE  COLONIES  (Sir  Henby  Holland) 
(Hampstead) :  I  understand  that  the 
lion.  Gentleman  opposite  has  moved  the 
reduction  of  this  Vote,  not  as  really 
desiring  to  reduce  the  charge  on 
account  of  the  West  Coast  Steamer,  but 
simply  for  the  purpose  of  raising  the 
question  of  the  proceedings  of  Her 
Majesty's  Government  in  Africa.  I  am 
very  glad  to  be  able  to  give  some  com- 
fort to  the  mind  of  the  hon.  Gentleman. 
I,  myself,  although  I  think  I  should 
have  heard  of  these  rumours  if  there 
had  been  any  foundation  for  them,  have 
not  heard  anything  of  the  kind,  and  I 
can  assure  the  hon.  Gentleman  that  there 
is  nothing  in  contemplation  by  Her 
Majesty's  Government  in  the  nature  of 
extension  of  dominion  on  the  West 
Coast  of  Africa.  The  Government  suffi- 
ciently appreciate  the  responsibilities 
which  this  country  has  already  under- 
taken in  so  many  parts  of  the  world  and 
are  not  at  all  inclined  to  increase  them. 
The  only  matter  going  on  at  Lagos  now, 
which  I  hope  will  receive  a  peaceful  and 
friendly  termination,  is  a  discussion  as 
to  the  boundaries  between  some  of  the 
Native  tribes,  ourselves,  and  the  French ; 
but  there  is  no  reason  to  apprehend  any 
serious  difficulty  on  the  point.  With 
regard  to  the  last  question  raised  by 
tho  hon.  Gentleman,  I  can  only  repeat 
that  we  have  no  intention  of  in  any  way 
extending  our  power  on  the  West  Coast 
of  Africa. 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 


Original  Question  again  proposed. 

Dr.  TANNER :  (Cork  Co.  Mid.) :  I 
rise  for  the  purpose  of  moving  the  re- 
duction of  this  Vote  by  the  sum  of 
£1,000,  being  the  amount  charged  in 
connection  with  the  salary  of  the  Go- 
vernor of  the  Island  of  Heligoland  and 
other  matters.  This  Island  seems  to  me 
a  sort  of  bathing  machine,  situated  in 
the  German  Ocean ;  and  it  would  be 
well  if  it  were  a  bathing  machine  and 
nothing  more.  But  it  is  more  than  that. 
It  is  understood  by  the  German  people 
merely  as  a  menace  to  their  trade  and 
Mercantile  Marine  sailing  out  of  the 
port  of  Hamburg.  We  have  heard  in 
past  years  that  there  was  an  intention 
on  the  part  of  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment, in  the  belief  that  it  would  be 
desirable  to  conciliate  Germany,  to  g^ve 
up  this  island  to  the  great  country  to 
whose  shores  it  is  contiguous.  The 
Governor  of  the  Island,  whose  name  is 
O'Brien,  states  in  the  Report  that  the 
prosperity  of  tho  island  is  increasing, 
for  the  bathing  season  has  been  an  ex- 
ceptionally good  one.  But  who  is  mo9t 
interested  in  this  Island  ;  is  it  Great 
Britain  or  is  it  Germany  ?  We  are  told 
in  the  Report  that  the  majority  of  the 
visitors  come  from  Hamburg  and  Bremen. 
The  Government  say  that  business  men 
can  run  over  from  these  places,  and  that 
the  comparative  success  of  the  Island 
may  be  due  to  the  completion  of  the 
railway  to  Cuzhaven.  The  Report, 
which  is  most  amusing,  is  a  curiosity 
in  itself,  and  it  tells  us  that  the  only 
event  of  political  importance  during 
the  year  was  the  visit  paid  to  the  island 
by  their  Royal  Highnesses  the  Duke 
and  Duchess  of  Connaught.  On  this 
occasion  the  Government  House  was 
repaired,  and  the  furniture,  which  is 
more  than  24  years  old,  has  been 
re-covered — an  example  of  economy  to 
Her  Majesty's  Government.  The  Go- 
vernor has  been  also  obliged  to  supply 
glass,  plate,  and  crockery,  so  that  the 
post  of  this  unfortunate  gentleman  is 
really  no  sinecure.  I  think  if  we  look 
into  these  matters  we  shall  see  that,  al- 
though the  cost  is  not  large,  it  would  be 
well  to  cut  it  down  still  farther;  and, 
having  regard  to  the  fact  that  the  Ger- 
man people  do  not  like  the  English 
occupation,  I  think  it  would  be  better  if 
the  island  were  once  for  all  handed  over 
to  the  Power  off  whose  shores  it  lies. 
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You  tell  us  that  tlie  fishery  is  a  success ; 
but  there  is  another  point  to  which  I 
wish  to  call  attention.  In  dealing  with 
the  ]?ostal  Savings  Banks,  the  Govern- 
ment  tells  us  that  it  is  very  difficult  to 
expect  to  get  anything  like  progress  out 
of  Heligoland.  The  place  does  not  ap- 
pear to  have  been  of  any  advantage 
whatever,    and,   moreover,   England  is 

? laced  in  a  false  position  by  holding  the 
sland.  It  is  all  very  well  to  pass  this 
Vote,  as  has  been  the  case  in  years  gone 
by ;  but  I  think  that  the  time  has  come 
—seeing  that  you  are  asking  the  assist- 
ance and  intervention  of  Germany  in 
foreign  afiPairs,  and  that  you  are  con- 
stantly appealing  to  Germany  as  arbi- 
trator in  European  matters  when  you 
want  to  secure  a  technical  advantage — 
when  you  should  give  to  Germany  this 
little  island.  She  wants  to  get  it,  and 
certainly  I  do  not  think  that  Great 
Britain  cares  very  much  about  it.  No 
one  can  land  there ;  the  island,  as  the 
Governor  states,  is  merely  a  bathing 
place  ;  you  cannot  get  any  shelter  under 
the  island,  and  therefore  what  is  the  use 
of  keeping  the  cost  of  this  small  but 
typical  White  Elephant  on  the  Esti- 
mates ?  I  hope  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colo- 
nies will  give  us  some  explanation  of 
the  cause  why  Heligoland  is  still  an 
appurtenance  of  the  British  Crown, 
otherwise  I  shall  feel  it  my  painful  duty 
to  divide  the  Committee  against  this 
Vote. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
**  That  Item  C  —  Heligoland  —  be  re- 
duced by  £1,000."— (i)r.  Tanner.) 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
THE  COLONIES  (Sir  Henry  Holland)  : 
The  reason  why  this  Vote  is  put  upon 
the  Estimates,  and  why  we  still  hold 
Heligoland,  is  that  this  country  is  not 
prepared  or  desirous  to  part  with  it.  I 
would  remind  the  hon.  Member  that 
more  than  once  the  question  of  handing 
the  island  over  to  Germany  has  been 
raised  in  this  House ;  and  every  time  the 
hon.  Member  who  made  the  proposal 
has  met  with  a  very  decided  rebulf.  I 
must  add  that  I  have  no  information, 
and  do  not  believe  that  Germany  is  very 
anxious  to  take  Heligoland.  I  am  not 
aware  of  any  past  negotiations  or  pro- 
posals for  its  surrender,  at  all  events  of 
any  recent  date.  But  without  going 
into  the  question  whether  Heligoland  is 
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of  use  to  the  British  Empire  for  defen- 
sive purposes,  upon  which,  for  reasons 
which  the  Committee  will  appreciate,  it 
will  not  be  desirable  to  enter,  I  must 
state  that  it  is  not  the  intention  nor  tho 
desire  of  Her  Majesty's  Goyernment  to 
part  with  Heligoland  to  Germany.  I 
have  some  difficulty  in  dealing  with  the 
speech  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Mid 
Cork,  for  the  hon.  Gentleman  seemed  to 
dislike  the  prosperity  of  what  he  called 
a  mere  bathing  machine.  I  am  glad  to 
recognize  that  prosperity,  and  to  be  able 
to  state  that  notwithstanding  the  smali- 
ness  of  the  Island  and  the  shortness 
of  the  bathing  season,  there  is  a  dis- 
tinct and  increasing  improvement  in 
the  financial  condition  of  the  Island. 
This  year  there  is  a  decrease  of  £2,500 
on  the  Vote  of  last  year,  and  £800  of 
the  amount  now  asked  for  is  for  the 
salary  of  the  Gk>yemor,  which  is  to  be 
reduced  when  the  present  Governor  ' 
leaves  his  post.  Considering  the  im- 
portance of  the  place,  it  is  not  too  much 
to  ask  the  Imperial  Government  to  pay 
£1,275.  I  really  cannot  assent  to  one 
of  the  reasons  assigned  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  handing  over  the  Island  to 
Germany— namely,  because  it  is  mainly 
kept  up  by  people  who  cross  over 
from  Cuxhaven  and  Bremen  to  bathe. 
To  sum  up  the  matter,  I  may  state  that 
the  Government  are  not  prepared  to 
hand  Heligoland  over  to  Germany,  and 
that  they  have  kept  the  expense  to  the 
Imperial  taxpayer  down  to  the  very 
smallest  amount.  Great  credit  is  due 
to  the  Govemor  for  his  care  in  closely 
watching  the  expenditure,  andimproring 
the  resources  of  the  Island. 

Sir  GEOEGE  CAMPBELL :  I  think 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  has  proved  too 
much  in  saying  that  we  have  reduced 
the  expenditure  on  account  of  Heligo- 
land. Last  year  we  paid  oflF  an  amount 
of  original  debt,  aLd  that  is  a  fact  which 
seems  to  me  to  emphasize  the  contention 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  Mid  Cork  (Dr. 
Tanner),  that  this  is  an  unnecessary 
charge  on  the  British  taxpayer.  I 
believe  that  on  the  whole  face  of  the 
earth  there  is  not  a  possession  more 
absolutely  useless  to  us  than  this  Island ; 
or  an  occupation  more  unjustifiable  than 
the  retention  of  Heligoland. 

Y>R.  TANNER:  Of  oonrse,  if  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  desires  it,  I  shall 
be  happy  to  withdraw  my  Motion.  At 
the  same  time,  I  cannot  help  repealiiig 
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the  remark  that  this  island  is  simply 
held  as  a  threat  and  menace  to  a 
country  which  it  is  incumbent  on  us  to 
treat  in  a  fair,  proper,  and  judicious 
manner. 

Sill  HENRY  HOLLAND:  We  have 
never  received  from  Germany  any  com- 
plaint of  that  kind,  and  there  is  not  the 
(  slightest   foundation  for    such  a  state- 
ment. 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Original  Question  again  proposed. 

Sm  GEOEGE  CAMPBELL :  I  must 
now  move  the  reduction  under  Sub-head 
M  of  £250,  part  of  the  salary  of  the 
Deputy  Commissioner  of  New  Guinea. 
With  regard  to  the  last  reduction  which 
I  moved,  I  am  glad  that  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Colonies  was  able  to  give 
me  very  satisfactory  assurances.  I  am 
afraid,  however,  that  with  regard  to  the 
question  which  I  now  bring  forward,  it 
will  not  be  in  the  right  hon.  Baronet's 
power  to  give  assurances  equally  satis- 
lactory.  I  have  placed  this  Notice  on 
the  Paper  in  order  to  bring  to  the  notice 
of  the  House  the  policy  which  is  being 
pursued  by  Her  Majesty's  Government 
in  connection  with  New  Guinea.  I  am 
very  much  afraid  that  Her  Majesty's 
Government  have  committed  themselves 
to  annex  this  enormous  territory  and 
hand  it  over  to  Queensland.  That  is 
a  course  which  I  very  much  object  to — 
first,  on  the  ground  that  it  is  an  unjusti- 
fiable extension  of  the  Empire ;  and, 
secondly,  on  the  ground  of  risk  and  cost. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  Mid  Lothian  (Mr.  W.  E.  Gladstone) 
has  told  us  how  dangerous  it  will  be  to 
extend  too  rapidly  our  Empire,  and  go 
beyond  our  resources ;  and  although  I 
admit  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has 
found  occasion  to  make  considerable 
exceptions  to  his  rule,  yet  this  proposal 
for  extension  has  been  steadily  opposed 
by  successive  Governments.  The  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Colonies,  I  know, 
disputes  the  fact  that  the  British  Settle- 
ments Bill  which  has  been  put  before  the 
House  is  really  one  intended  to  facilitate 
annexations.  But  I  altogether  dissent 
from  that  view,  and  confidently  assert 
that  in  certain  cases  there  is  an  enor- 
mous extension  of  powers  which  will 
enable  Her  Majesty's  Government  to 
annex  new  territories.  I  will  not  go  fur- 
ther into  that  point  now,  but  will  refer  pre- 
sently to  the  case  of  extension  with  regard 
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to  which  I  have  placed  a  Notice  on  the 
Paper.  One  measure  of  Her  Majesty's 
Government  is  that  the  High  Commis- 
sioner shall  register  claims  for  land  over 
which  Her  Majesty  has  no  dominion. 
Up  to  the  present  time  Her  Majesty's 
Governments  had  steadily  resisted  that 
proposal.  I  am  quite  aware  that  the 
registration  of  claims  to  land  beyond 
the  Dominions  of  Her  Majesty  would  not 
constitute  title  ;  but,  on  the  other  hand, 
it  seems  to  me  to  be  a  great  encourage- 
ment to  men  to  get  marketable  claims 
improperly,  and  to  involve  considerable 
danger.  My  second  objection  to  the  Vote 
is  that  the  Government  propose  practically 
to  hand  the  territory  over  to  Queensland. 
Sir,  I  hold  a  very  strong  opinion  upon 
that  matter,  and  I  object  to  handing  over 
in  this  way  the  government  of  Native- 
races.  I  hold  strongly  that  if  we  will 
take  territory  containing  Native  races  we 
have  certain  responsibilities  to  assume. 
I  hold  that  it  would  be  most  wrong, 
most  base,  and  cowardly  to  shirk  these 
responsibilities.  We  have  taken  under 
our  dominion  these  Native  tribes,  and  I 
say  it  would  be  base  to  shirk  the  respon- 
sibilities we  have  thereby  incurred,  and 
to  hand  them  over  to  any  Colony  that 
may  want  to  take  them<  I  think  that  a 
course  of  that  kind  is  not  only  wrong  on 
our  part,  but  is  also  bad  for  the  Colonies 
themselves.  I  believe  it  will  be  an  evil 
day  for  the  Australian  Colonies  if,  in 
addition  to  their  wide  Dominions,  they 
have  attached  to  them  a  kind  of  Black 
Southern  States,  which  we  know  im- 
perilled the  position  of  the  United 
States  of  America.  We  are  often  told 
when  we  raise  objections  of  this  kind — 
**Well,  but  these  Colonists  whom  you 
seem  to  distrust  are  our  own  flesh  and 
blood."  No  doubt  they  are  our  own  flesh 
and  blood  ;  but  it  must  be  borne  in  mind 
that  the  Australian  Colonists  are  situated 
very  differently  from  ourselves.  They 
are  a  very  sparse  population,  and  are 
distributed  over  an  enormous  tract  of 
country ;  they  are  not  a  solid  population 
like  ourselves.  They  are  a  population 
made  up  of  enterprizing  and  ambitious 
men — men  in  these  days  largely  given 
to  speculation,  anxious  to  make  rapid 
fortunes,  and  very  desirous  of  accumu- 
lating  these  fortunes  by  means  of  specu- 
lations in  land.  An  eminent  authority 
upon  these  matters,  who  lately  visited 
that  country — namely,  Baron  Hubner — 
noticed  this  circumstance.    He  says,  re- 
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f erring  to  the  constant  cry  amongst  our 
Oolonists  in  that  part  of  the  world  for 
annexation  in  the  "Western  Pacific — 

"The  cry  for  annexation  in  the  Western 
Pacific  and  elsewhere  is  a  craze  which  is  ac- 
counted for  by  the  wants  of  speculators  con- 
tinually in  quest  of  lands  to  buy  and  sell.'* 

My  view  is  that  if  we  must  take  posses- 
sion of  these  Native  territories  we  are 
bound  to  protect  the  Natives,  and  the 
dictum  of  a  very  eminent  statesman  in 
years  not  very  long  gone  by  was  this — 

"Where  large  numbers  of  Natives  and  a 
small  number  of  Whites  are  brought  together 
under  one  Government,  their  control  should  be 
entrusted  to  an  authority  directly  responsible 
to  the  Imperial  Government,  and  able  to  bear 
itself  impartially  between  conflicting  interests." 

In  this  case  of  New  Guinea  it  seems  to 
me  we  are  altogether  transgressing  the 
most  wholesome  rules  of  the  great  states- 
men who  have  gone  before  us.  I  think 
that  the  proposed  annexation  of  New 
Guinea,  which  involves  the  handing  over 
of  it  to  Queensland,  is  altogether  an 
unjustifiable  proceeding.  This  territory 
to  be  annexed  in  New  Guinea  is  an 
enormous  one,  probably  as  large  as 
Erance  and  Germany  put  together.  It 
is  a  territory  utterly  unknown  to  us.  We 
know  it  is  inhabited  by  an  interesting 
and  comparatively  civilized  people.  Let 
me  quote  a  few  words  from  a  most  atten- 
tive observer,  Oaptain  Bridge,  K.N., 
who  says  with  regard  to  the  character 
of  the  people  of  New  Guinea — 

**  Throughout  the  parts  of  New  Guinea  with 
which  I  am  acquainted  the  inhabitants  are  in- 
genious and  industrious  agriculturists,  and 
carefully  fence  their  plantations.  Their  houses 
are  large  and  well  built.  They  make  very  fine 
fishing  nets.  Their  canoes  are  of  an  enormous 
size,  and  the  trees  are  procured  a  long  way  off. 
Pottery  is  made  in  large  quantities  for  export," 

I  might  read  many  more  extracts  ;  but  I 
will  not  at  this  time  of  day  trouble 
the  Committee  with  more.  I  think 
that  extract  is  quite  sufficient  to  show 
what  kind  of  people  they  are  in  New 
Guinea,  and  I  say  to  annex  these  people 
without  in  any  degree  attempting  to 
obtain  their  consent  in  a  most  unjustifi- 
able proceeding.  I  am  aware  that  we 
do  not  make  a  bare  and  simple  present 
of  New  Guinea  to  Queensland ;  but  I 
am  also  aware  of  the  fact  that  indigna- 
tion meetings  have  been  hold  in  that 
Colony  in  order  to  force  the  hands  of 
the  Government  in  regard  to  the  annexa- 
tion of  New  Guinea,  and  the  Colonists 
have  forced  the  hands  of  Her  Majesty's 
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Government.  Now  under  a  very  thin 
veil  of  reservation  we  are  yielding  to 
their  demands,  and  are  practically  hand- 
ing over  thitf  great  Island  to  the  Colonists 
of  Queensland,  who,  by  their  persistency, 
have  succeeded  in  getting  their  way.  I 
admit  that  the  Colonists  are  our  own 
flesh  and  blood.  Speaking  as  a  Scotch- 
man, I  may  say  that  they  are  specially 
my  own  Scotch  flesh  and  blood;  but 
still  they  are  entorprizing  and  ambitions 
speculators,  as  I  have  said.  I  must 
speak  plainly  in  regard  to  this  Colon} 
of  Queensland,  and  I  must  say  that 
it  is  specially  unfortunate  that  this 
territory  of  New  Guinea  should  be 
handed  over  to  this  particular  Colony, 
and  for  two  reasons.  The  first  is,  that 
Queensland  is  deeply  dyed  in  that 
horrible  Slave  Trade  in  the  Pacific— 
in  that  horrible  system  of  kidnapping  of 
which  we  have  had  the  amplest  evidence 
in  the  Papers  produced  before  us.  I  say 
that  New  Guinea  is  deeply  dyed  in  that 
very  criminal  Slave  Trade  which  has 
taken  place  for  years  past  in  the  Pacific ; 
and  if  it  were  necessary  I  could  read 
many  extracts  to  show  now  barbarous 
that  trade  is,  and  how  terribly  it  is 
disfigured  by  crime.  All  who  have 
taken  an  interest  in  this  matter — and  I 
should  think  everyone  in  this  House 
has — must  know  very  well  how  bad 
that  trade  has  been.  Therefore  I  say 
that  this  Colony  is  not  one  which 
should  be  entrusted  with  this  great  ex- 
tent of  territory,  and  with  the  govern- 
ment of  this  interesting  and  pacific 
people.  Another  reason  I  will  give  in 
support  of  my  view  is,  that  Que^island 
has  attempted  to  force  our  hands  in 
regard  to  the  annexation  of  this  territory 
in  spite  of  the  prohibition  of  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government,  and  that  the  Colony 
practically  proceeded  to  bully  ns  into 
giving  them  their  own  way.  llie  Colony 
has  got  its  own  way  in  spite  of  the 
remonstrances  of  this  country ;  it  has  got 
the  control  and  the  administration  of 
New  Guinea  in  spite  of  the  deliberate 
opinion  expressed  by  suooessiye  Govern- 
ments of  this  country.  This  transaction 
has  taken  place  without  giving  Parlia- 
ment any  opportunity  of  expressinflr  an 
opinion  on  tne  subject  except  thi&miser- 
able  opportunity  which  we  have  to- 
night. Practically  Her  Majesiy'B  Go- 
vernment have  surrendered  it  to  Qaeens- 
land.  There  is  to  be  an  Administrator 
of  New  Guinea ;  but  he  is  to  be  under 
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the  Governor  of  Queensland  and  under 
thfl  Eieoutive  Council  of  that  Colony.  I 
do  say  without  reservation  that  with 
the  ezcoption  of  the  thin  Teil  of  proteo- 
tion  afforded  by  this  country  the  control 
ol  thie  territory  is  to  be  handed  over  to 
Queensland,  which  I  think  ie  a  most  un^ 
justifiable  proceeding.  I  will  once  more 
quote  BaroQ  Hubner,  who,  speaking  of 
our  relations  with  the  Colonies  and  our 
habit  of  yielding  to  them,  saya— 

"  Recont  roqucats  for  the  aaaeiation  otNe' 
Guineii  made  ngaiii  and  n^ain  wcro  at  first  cate- 
Roricallv  refused  by  Lord  Derhy,  then  ((ontl^ 
put  ande  and  ultimately  admitted  in  principle 

Baron  Hubner  said  that  in  the  very  early 
stages  of  these  proceedings;  and,  that 
being  so,  I  wonder  what  he  would  have 
said  after  the  OoTornment  have  adopted 
the  action  they  have  in  regard  to  New 
Guinea.  The  terms  agreed  upon  are 
practically  a  surrender  to  Queensland. 
They  were  proposed  by  Queensland — 
even  the  reservations  were  proposed  by 
her.  The  plan  adopted  is  altogether 
Queensland  B  plan,  and  I  say  again  that  it 
is  one  taken  against  the  better  judgment 
of  Her  Majesty's  Qovernmeut.  I  think 
the  present  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
{Mr.  E.  Stanhope)  was  formerly  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Colonies.  I  wish  to 
quote  what  he  said  on  the  subject  a  very 
short  time  ago.  I  find  that  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Colonies  has  expressed 
himself  distinctly  upon  this  subject  so 
lately  as  December  last.    Ho  said — 

"  Her  Uajeity's  GoTeromeDt  have  very  c«re- 
lully  considered  the  New  Quinea  Correspond- 
ence, and  desire  to  at&te  frankly  their  opinion 
on  the  Colonies'  proposal.  The  establishment 
of  aorereigaty  over  New  Guinea  involves  Che 
possibility  of  very  heavy  eipenditare,  and  is 
not  necessary  for  the  defence  of  Australia  from 
foreign  agression." 

That  extract  will  be  found  in  the  Blue 
Book — Proceedings  of  Colonial  Confer- 
ence, vol.  2,  page  200.  It  is  a  telegram 
of  the  3rd  December,  1886.  Well, 
Queensland  was  not  satisfied.  They 
were  determined  to  have  New  Quinea, 
and  now  it  appears  they  are  going  to 
get  it  with  a  small  reservation  which  I 
think  will  be  soon  swept  away  when 
this  country  happens  to  come  into  col- 
lision with  the  self-governed  Colony. 
We  dare  not  attempt  to  hold  our  own 
against  them.  Queensland  and  the 
other  Australian  Colonies  are  very  cau- 
tious in  this  matter  as  people  who  know 
they  will  get  all  their  own  way  are  very 
apt  to  be  when  they  make  a  bargain. 
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They  have  made  one  of  the  character 
of  "  Headal  win,  tails  you  loss."  They 
have  carefully  limited  the  amount  they 
are  to  contribute  towards  the  expenses 
of  the  new  territory.  They  have  under< 
taken  to  expend  £IS,000  a-year  on  tUa 
Government  of  the  territory ;  but  they 
hare  been  oareful  to  limit  tbo  sum  to 
that  amount,  and  to  make  it  clear  that 
if  the  £15.000  is  not  sufflcient,  and  any 
financial  diflloulty  is  encountered,  the 
British  taxpayer  will  have  to  supply  the 
deficit,  and  bear  all  the  necessary  bur- 
den. From  the  same  publication  from 
which  I  have  already  quoted  the  pre- 
sent Secretary  of  State  for  War,  when 
Colonial  Secretary,  said — 


If  New  Guinea  did  cost  more  than 
£150,000  the  Colony  of  Queensland 
would  oootribute  £15,000,  and  wa 
should  have  to  contribute  all  the  rest. 
I  hold  that  the  bargain  we  have  made 
with  the  Colony  of  Queensland  is  one 
under  which  they  get  all  they  desire, 
and  we  run  the  risk  of  incurring  a  loss. 
I  stoutly  maintain  that,  aa  the  British 
Settlements  Bill  ia  not  passed  into  law, 
under  the  present  law  we  have  no 
power  to  annex  this  territory  and  turn 
it  over  to  Queensland.  I  hold  that 
under  the  existing  law  we  cannot  do 
this  thing. 

Sib  henry  HOLLAND :  The 
Law  Officers  whom  we  hare  consulted 
are  of  opinion  that  there  is  not  the 
least  doubt  about  New  Guinea  being  a 
British  Settlement  when  sorereignt; 
was  declared. 

Sir  GEORGE  CAMPBELL :  I  beg 
very  humbly  to  differ  from  the  right  hon. 
Baronet.  Her  Majesty's  Law  Advisers 
gave  the  opinion  that  the  territory  when 
annexed  must  be  taken  to  hare  been 
acquired  as  distinguished  from  conquest 
or  cession. 

SiB  HENET  HOLLAND:  Their 
opinion  was  that  Her  Majesty's  Gorern- 
ment  must  be  taken  to  have  the  power 
they  have  exeroised  in  the  matter. 

Sm  GEORGE  CAMPBELL :  Thea 
read  the  passage  from  the  Blue  Book. 

Sib  HENET  HOLLAND:  There  is 
no  passage  in  the  Blue  Book  on  this 
point.  The  opinion  I  am  referring  to 
s  not  a  published  opinion. 

Sir  GEORGE  CAMPBELL:  T  can 
only  go  on  the  opinion  that  has  hren 
2  Z  2 
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published,  and  in  this  passage  to  which 
I  refer  the  Law  Advisers  of  Her 
Majesty  advise  that  under  the  present 
law  we  can  only  treat  the  territory  as 
a  British  Settlement,  as  distinguished 
from  a  territory  obtained  by  conquest 
or  cession.  You  cannot  say  that  this 
country  has  been  conquered,  because 
it  has  not  been  conquered ;  and  you 
cannot  say  it  has  been  ceded,  be- 
cause it  has  not  been  ceded ;  and,  there- 
fore, you  cannot  treat  it  from  any  of 
those  points  of  view.  If  Her  Majesty's 
Law  Advisers  say  that  we  are  already 
entitled  to  treat  this  as  a  British  Settle- 
ment, why  did  you  place  such  an  un- 
natural definition  in  your  British  Settle- 
ments Bill  at  present  before  [Parlia- 
ment ? 

The  chairman  :  Order,  order ! 
Si B  GEORGE  CAMPBELL:  I  ad- 
mit. Sir,  that  I  shall  not  be  in  Order  in 
going  into  the  question  of  the  British 
Settlements  Bill ;  but  the  right  hon. 
Baronet,  by  his  interruption,  rendered  it 
almost  necessary  for  me  to  say  a  word 
or  two  on  that  subject.  The  opinion 
which  the  right  hon.  Baronet  says  the 
Law  Advisers  have  given  him  is  not 
before  the  House ;  and  I  trust  he  will 
permit  me  to  say  that  I  hope  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government  will  in  the  Bill  pro- 
pose a  clause  for  the  purpose  of 

Sir  henry  HOLLAND :  I  must 
rise  to  Order,  Sir.  I  must  protest 
against  the  hon.  Member  going  into 
these  matters,  because  I  shall  be  unable 
to  follow  him.  I  think.  Sir,  it  is  quite 
irregular,  and  I  may  add  that  his  state- 
ment is  altogether  incorrect. 

Sir  GEORGE  CAMPBELL:  I  will 
merely  say  that,  in  my  view.  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government  are  not  entitled  under 
the  existing  law  to  treat  New  Guinea  as 
a  British  Settlement,  to  annex  it,  and  to 
deal  with  it  under  that  title.  I  deny  that 
anyone  who  reads  the  present  Falkland 
Islands  Law  regarding  British  Settle- 
ments can  come  to  any  other  conclusion 
than  that  the  British  Settlements  therein 
referred  to  are  bond  fide  British  Settle- 
ments, and  not  constructive  unnatural 
British  Settlements.  I  have  not  got  the 
Falkland  Islands  Law  by  me  just  at 
this  moment,  because  I  did  not  expect 
that  we  should  have  this  clashing  of 
opinion.  There  are  two  laws  on  the 
subject — ono  of  which  recites  that  Hor 
Majesty's  subjects  have  resided  on  the 
Falkland  Islands  and  certain  portions  of 

JSir  George  Camphell 


the  West  Coast  of  Africa,   and  it  is 
necessary  to  make  laws  for  such  sub- 
jects; and  they,  therefore,   recite  that 
Her  Majesty  has  a  right  to  make  laws 
in  those  Settlements.     Then  you  have 
another  law,  which  professes  to  amend 
the  Falkland  Islandis  Law,    and   pays 
that  the  same  laws  shall  apply  to  Bri- 
tish Settlements  in  every  other  part  of 
the  world.     In  any  common-sense  point 
of  view,  can  you  say  that   this  great 
unknown  and  unexplored   territory  is 
really  a  British  Settlement  ?     It  is  a 
Settlement  that  is  really  not  settled  at 
all.     Ton   have   half-a-dozen    settlers, 
probably  in  different  parts  of  an  enor- 
mous territory ;  but  it  is  a  fiction  and  a 
perversion  of  the  plain  meaning  of  the 
Statute  to  which  I  nave  referred  to  treat 
New  Guinea  as  a  British  Settlement.    I 
am  free  to  say  at  once  that,  whether  it 
be  legal  or  illegal  to  treat  this  territory 
as  a  British  Settlement,  as  a  matter  of 
expediency,  I,  for  one,  should  not  object 
to  what  I  may  call  a  nominal  annexation 
which  shall  enable  us  to  assume  juris- 
diction along  the  coast  in  order  to  keep 
off  marauding  foreigners  and  to  protect 
the  Native  tribes  in  the  interior.    If  we 
are  prepared  to  do  that — ^if  we  are  pre- 
pared to  assume  responsibility — if  the 
British  Grown  and  the  British  nation 
are  to  be  responsible  in  a  matter  of  this 
kind,  though  I  may  think  it  illegal  to 
treat  the  territory  as  a  firitiBh  Settle- 
ment, I  should  not  say  that  it  was  alto- 
gether inexpedient.    I  do  not  object  to  a 
nominal  annexation  of  this  kind,  -pro- 
vided we  are  prepared  to  act  on  the 
doctrine  that  the  Imperial  Gh>yernment 
shall  bo  bound  to  bear  the  responsibility 
of  conducting  the  government  of  the 
territory  and  .to  hold  the  balance  be- 
tween the  Colonists  and  the  Natives. 
But  I  hold  that  you  are  departing  horn 
that  principle;   and  I  say  that  by  so 
doing  you  are  inflicting  the  greatest  in- 
justice on   the  Natives.      In  handing 
over  the  control  of  the  territozy  to  the 
Colony  of  Queensland  you  are  guilty  of 
a  most  unjust  proceeding.     The  proper 
course  to  pursue  is  to  foUow  the  advice 
that  your  own  Commissioner — Sir  Peter 
Scratchley — gave,  when  he  said — "New 
Guinea  must  be  governed  for  the  Natives 
and  by  the  Natives." 

Sir    HENEY    HOLLAND:    Hear, 
hear! 

Sib  GEOEGE  CAMPBELL :    I  am 
delighted  to  hear  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
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say  '*  Hear,  hear ! "  and  one  might  as- 
Bume  from  that  that  he  is  going  to  adopt 
that  policy.  I  say,  however,  advisedly 
and  deliberately,  that,  in  my  opinion, 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  is  doing  nothing 
of  the  kind.  He  is  going  to  basely 
surrender  the  Natives,  whom  he  ought 
to  protect  and  to  enable  to  govern  them- 
selves, to  the  Government  of  Queens- 
land. He  is  going  to  appoint  an 
Administrator,  who  is  to  be  under  the 
orders  of  the  Executive  Government  of 
Queensland ;  and  I  repeat  again  that 
whenever  we  come  into  collision  with 
these  self-governing  Colonies  in  these 
days,  the  tendency  is  for  the  Mother 
Country  to  go  to  the  wall,  and  for  the 
Colony  to  have  its  own  way.  I  believe 
the  Government  has  departed  from  the 
principle  of  governing  New  Guinea  on 
the  system  I  so  much  desire  to  see 
adopted,  and  which  the  Colonial  Secre- 
tary seemed  to  approve — namely,  by 
the  Natives  for  the  Natives.  I  protest 
against  the  course  which  the  Govern- 
ment are  about  to  adopt ;  and,  in  that 
view,  I  beg  to  move  the  reduction  of  the 
Vote. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
''That  the  Item  M.  1— Salaries— be 
reduced  by  £250." — {Sir  Oeorge  Camp- 
hell) 

Sir  henry  HOLLAND  :  The  hon. 
Member  has  repeated  over  and  over 
again  that  the  Government  are  going  to 
hand  over  New  Guinea  to  Queensland ; 
indeed,  the  whole  of  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man's argument  was  based  on  that 
assumption.  That  assumption  is  en- 
tirely incorrect ;  and  it  follows  that  the 
whole  of  the  hon.  Gentleman's  argu- 
ment, from  beginning  to  end,  so  far  as 
it  was  based  upon  that  assumption,  is 
incorrect.  The  Government  are  not 
going  to  hand  over  New  Guinea  to 
Queensland.  Anyone  who  takes  the 
trouble  to  read  the  discussion  upon  the 
question  of  New  Guinea  at  the  Colonial 
Conference,  and  who  studies  the  Sche- 
dule of  the  Queensland  Bill,  which  pro- 
vides for  the  expenses  of  the  govern- 
ment of  British  New  Guinea  and  the 
mode  in  which  the  territory  is  to  be 
adminiRtered,  must  see  that  this  country 
keeps  New  Guinea  entirely  in  its  own 
hands.  I  will  not  detain  the  Committee 
by  quoting  these  passages,  but  only 
refer  them  to  the  Colonial  Conference 
Papers  (Vol.  2,  p.  210).    There  is  really 


no  foundation  for  the  contention  of  the 
hon.  Member  that  we  are  practically 
going  to  hand  over  New  Guinea  to 
Queensland.  It  would  not  be  unnatural 
that — looking  to  the  trade  through 
Torres  Straits— the  Australasian  Colonies 
should  desire  to  see  in  British  hands  the 
land  on  the  other  side  of  the  Straits ; 
and  the  feeling  is  not  confined  to 
Queensland  as  to  the  desirability  of 
claiming  Sovereignty  over  New  Guinea. 
The  feeling  is  universal  throughout  the 
Colonies  of  Australia ;  and,  with  the 
exception  of  South  Australia,  they  are 
all  ready  to  subscribe  towards  the 
expenses  of  the  government  of  New 
Guinea.  Therefore  the  hon.  Member  is 
wrong  when  he  assumes  that  Queens- 
land alone  is  interested  in  New  Guinea. 
It  is  by  no  means  clear  that  the  other 
Australasian  Colonies  would  be  prepared, 
even  if  Queensland  desired  it,  to  see 
New  Guinea  handed  over  to  Queensland. 
The  hon.  Member  has  thought  fit  to  go 
back  to  the  old  complaint  of  the  ill- 
treatment  of  Poljrnesians  in  Queens- 
land. The  hon.  Member  must  be  aware 
that  a  Commission  was  appointed,  at 
the  instigation  of  the  Queensland  Go- 
vernment, to  examine  into  the  charges, 
and  that  the  whole  system  has  been 
changed.  Many  Natives  have  been 
returned  to  their  own  Islands,  and  every- 
thing has  been  done  by  the  Queensland 
Government  within  the  past  year  or 
two  to  conduct  the  system  on  a  proper 
footing.  I  am  the  more  surprised  at 
the  hon.  Member  bringing  this  question 
forward  now,  because  I  read,  a  short  time 
ago,  a  book  entitled  The  British  Empire^ 
written  by  a  Sir  George  Campbell.  The 
writer  of  that  book  admitted  that 
Queensland  had  turned  over  a  new  leaf, 
and  that  practically  the  Colony  was  now 
free  from  those  charges.  Of  course,  I 
do  not  wish  to  put  too  much  weight  on 
the  authority  of  that  writer  as  against 
the  views  of  the  hon.  Member ;  but  still  I 
think  it  right  to  quote  his  opinion.  The 
hon.  Member  seems  to  think  that  Her 
Majesty's  Government  have  made  no 
provision  for  the  Natives  of  New 
Guinea.  But  I  would  refer  the  hon. 
Gentleman  to  page  210  of  the  2nd 
volume  of  the  discussions  at  the  Colo- 
nial Conference.  He  will  see  there  that 
paragraphs  9,  10,  and  11  most  carefully 

Erotect  the  Natives  in   regard  to  the 
uying  of  land  by  private  persons ;  the 
prohibition  of  the  deportation  of  Natives 
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except  under   Ordinanceo  reserved  for 
Her  Majesty's  assent;  and  trading  with 
Natives  in  arms,  intoxicants,  &c.,  was 
absolutely  prohibited  except  under  Ordi- 
nance reserved  for  Her  Majesty's  assent. 
In  short,  every  protection  was  given  to 
the  Natives,  and  I  am  convinced  that 
this  measure  will  be  one  of  undoubted 
benefit  to  them.     The  hon.  Member  also 
seems  to  think  that  the    Government 
have  pursued  a  different  policy  from 
that  of  their  Predecessors.     This  is  not 
the  case.    In  1881  the  assistance  of  the 
Imperial  Government  to  support    the 
Protectorate  was  recognized    by  Lord 
Derby.     My  immediate  Predecessor,  the 
present  Secretary  of  State  for  War,  was 
of  the  same  opinion,  as  was  shown  by 
his   telegram    of   August  14,  1885,  in 
which  he  said  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment were  willing  to  proclaim  a  Sove- 
reignty upon  certain  conditions  therein 
specified.       There     was     considerable 
discussion  as  to  those  conditions  both 
before  and  at  the  Colonial  Conference ; 
but  in  the  end  there  was  no  material 
variation  between  the  proposal  approved 
by  my    Predecessor    and    the    present 
arrangement.     I  do  not  know  that  there 
is  anything  more  to  answer,  because  the 
whole  point  of  the  hon.  Member's  speech 
is  that  we  are  handing  New  Guinea  over 
to  Queensland,  and  that  I  have  denied. 
I  will  not  now  enter  upon  a  discussion 
of  the  British  Settlements  Bill,  although 
I  must  say  that  the  hon.  Member's  state- 
ment of  it  is  profoundly  incorrect.     I 
say  now,  as  I  have  said   before,  that 
New  Guinea  does  not  come  under  the 
head  of  conquest  or  cession,  and  that  it 
is  a  Settlement ;  and  I  would  point  out 
that  parts  of  it  along  the  sea  shore  have 
been  for  some  time  past  inhabited  by 
some  British  settlers.     It  is  a  British 
Settlement,  and  subject  to  the  Act  of 
23  &  24  VicL  c.  121.     With  regard  to 
the   point  as  to  registration    of   land 
purchases     in     the     Western     Pacific 
Islands,  that  subject  was  also  brought 
before    the    Colonial    Conference.     All 
other  countries  are  allowing  registration 
of  purchases  of  land  by  their  people — 
Germans,  Dutch,  and  French — and  why 
we  alone,  of  all  countries,  should  not 
allow   our  subjects  to  settle   in  these 
Islands,  and  have  their  titles  registered, 
does  seem  to  me  unaccountable.     That 
change  has  been  made,  and  I  have  to 
assure  the  hon.  Member  that  if  it  had 
been  done  long  ago  we  should  have 
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been  saved  a  great  deal  of  trouble  in 
Samoa  and  other  places. 

Mb.  W.  a.  M'AETHUR  (OornwaU, 
Mid.   St.  Austell) :    I  entirely   dissent 
from   almost  every  view    of    the  hon. 
Member  behind  me  (Sir  George  Camp- 
bell).    I  happen  to  have  been  bom  in 
Australia,  and  to  know  something  about 
the  Australian  Colonies.     I  know  very 
well  the  extreme  difficulties  which  sur- 
round our  dealings  with   the  Western 
Pacific  Islands.     I  know,  especially  with 
regard  to  the  last  point  mentioned  by 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman — that  is  to 
say,  the  registration  of  claims  to  land  in 
the  Western  Pacific— that  the  want  of 
such  registration  has  for  years  stood  in 
the    way    of    the    settlement    of    the 
Islands  there.    I  know  that  the  want  of 
such  a  system  as  this  has  for  years  past 
driven  away  legitimate    English  busi- 
ness from  the  Pacific,  and  I  think  that 
the     arrangement     which     has     been 
brought  about  is  one  of    the  greatest 
boons  which  oould  have  been  given  to 
the    mercantile    community    of    Aus- 
tralia.   I    differ    also    from    my    hon. 
Friend  in  his  estimate  of  the  treatment 
the  Natives  are  likely  to  receive  under 
the  authority  of  the  Queensland  Govern- 
ment.    Qui  V  so  lately  as  last  year  I  was 
all    through    the    Northern    part    of 
Queensland,  and  I  saw  a  good  deal  of 
the  Black  labour  there,  and  I  must  say 
that  I  never  saw  a  more  cheerful,  con- 
tented, and  hardy-looking  lot  of  men  in 
my  life.    During  the  last  four  or  five 
years  these  men  have  been  taught  that 
they  are  under  the  protection  of  the 
Government  of  this  country.     They  are 
aware  of  the  fact  that  they  have  abso- 
lute protection   against  their  masters. 
No  foreman  upon  any  one  of  the  estates 
upon  which  Black  labour  is  used  can 
give  any  one  of  his  labourers  half-an- 
ounce  of  tobacco  less  than  his  proper 
weekly  ration  without  having  a  com- 
plaint   made    and    the    wh^e    thiog 
thrashed    out.    These   men    are    now 
thoroughly  independent  of   their  mas- 
ters— more  so,  in  fact,  than  are  the  men 
in  trades  unions  here — and    they  are 
better  looked  after  than  onr  oramaiy 
English  workman.     Then  I  also  en« 
tirely  differ  from  the  hon.  Member  for 
Kirkcaldy  on  the  whole  question  of  an- 
nexation in  the  Western  Paoific.    The 
only  regret  I  feel  with  regard  to  our 
Possessions  in  New  Guinea  is  that  they 
do  not  extend  over  the  whole  Island.    I 
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think  it  is  out  of  tlio  question  that  we 
could  ever  contemplate  the  possibility  of 
the  Australians  remaining  content  to 
have  around  them  a  large  territory 
which  may  be  taken  at  any  time  by  any 
other  Power  without  making  some  at- 
tempt themselves  to  become  possessed 
of  such  territory.  I  think  that  the  ex- 
tension contemplated  by  Her  Majesty's 
Goyernment  is  good  for  the  Natives,  for 
Australia,  and  for  the  British  Empire ; 
and  I  sincerely  hope  that,  so  far  from  the 
Colonial  Office  being  discouraged  in  the 
policy  they  are  pursuing,  they  will  do 
their  best  to  extend  as  far  as  possible 
the  authority  of  England  over  the  Wes- 
tern Pacific. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  (St.  Pancras,  E.) : 
I  should  like  to  make  one  or  two 
remarks  upon  this  important  question ; 
but  as  it  is  very  late  in  the  Session  it  is 
my  intention  to  make  these  observations 
of  a  very  brief  character.  With  regard 
to  the  subject  of  the  New  Hebrides 

Sir  GEORGE  CAMPBELL :  There 
is  a  Motion  before  the  Committee  for 
the  reduction  of  an  item  relating  to  New 
Guinea. 

The  CHAIRMAN:  Unless  the  hon. 
Member  (Mr.  Webster)  intends  to  deal 
with  the  question  of  New  Guinea  he  is 
not  now  in  Order. 

Mr.  a.  SUTHERLAND  (Sutherland): 
Will  the  right  hon.  Baronet  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Colonies  state  to  the 
Committee  the  nature  of  the  titles  he 
refers  to  for  the  registration  of  which 
facilities  have  been  granted  ? 

Sir  henry  HOLLAND :  As  a  rule 
the  land  is  bought  from  the  Natives, 
and  up  to  the  present  time  there  has 
been  no  means  of  registering  titles  to 
land  so  bought  by  British  subjects.  It 
is  of  extreme  importance  that  when  land 
is  bought  there  should  at  once  be  a 
registration  of  title,  otherwise  difficulties 
arise.  At  the  present  moment  in  Samoa 
there  is  trouble  arising  between  German 
and  British  subjects  from  want  of  this 
registration. 

Sir  GEORGE  CAMPBELL:  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  in  the  speech  he 
addressed  to  the  Committee,  narrowed 
the  points  upon  which  I  spoke  very 
much.  He  has  brought  it  to  this  issue — 
Is  this  a  surrender  to  Queensland,  or  is 
it  not  ?  He  says  it  is  not,  but  I  say  it  is. 
If  the  right  hon.  Baronet  will  refer  to 
the  documentary  evidence  bearing  upon 
this  matter  he  will  find  that  the  Go- 


vernor of  Queensland  is  directed  to 
consult  the  Executive  Council  on  all 
matters  relating  to  New  Guinea.  The 
case  that  the  right  hon.  Baronet  referred 
to,  of  the  Governor  of  South  Africa  being 
also  the  Governor  of  Bechuanaland,  is 
an  entirely  different  matter.  I  quite 
admit  that  all  the  Australian  Colonies 
are  anxious  that  we  should  take  some 
step  in  regard  to  the  annexation  of  New 
Guinea,  because  they  are  anxious  to 
keep  the  Germans  out.  That  I  admit, 
and  I  do  not  object  to  the  assumption  of 
a  Protectorate  over  New  Guinea ;  but 
what  I  do  object  to  is  the  turning  this 
territory  over  to  the  administration  of 
Queensland,  which,  in  spite  of  what  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  has  said,  I  do  respect- 
fully urge  upon  the  Committee  is  not  the 
right  authority.  The  right  hon.  Ba- 
ronet must  have  a  very  short  memory 
with  regard  to  this  Polynesian  labour 
traffic  ;  he  speaks  of  it  as  raking  up  an 
old  story.  If  he  will  allow  me  to  say  so, 
it  is  a  very  recent  story.  I  admit  tha^ 
when  public  opinion  was  directed  to  the 
matter,  a  great  change  took  place  in 
the  condition  of  things  which  had  pre- 
viously been  a  g^eat  scandal.  A  Com* 
mission  was  appointed  to  inquire  into 
the  scandal,  and  I  rely  for  what  I  said 
on  the  horrible  nature  of  that  traffic  on 
the  Report  of  this  very  Commission. 
The  Report  of  that  Commission  showed 
that  most  abominable  and  hateful  prac- 
tices existed.  I  am  not  consoled  by 
the  assurances  we  have  received  from 
the  hon.  Member  below  the  Gang- 
way (Mr.  W.  A.  M* Arthur),  who  repre- 
sents the  Spreadeagleism  of  Australia. 
He  tells  us  that  not  only  New  Guinea, 
but  the  whole  of  the  Islands  of  the 
Pacific,  should  be  annexed  by  this  coun- 
try. I  am  not  so  satisfied  as  he  is  that  the 
people  he  would  thus  place  under  alle- 
giance to  Her  Majesty  would  be  so  satis- 
fied with  the  arrangement  as  he  would 
be.  I  am  not  so  satisfied  with  the  capa* 
city  of  Queensland  for  treating  Native 
races  with  consideration  as  is  the  hon. 
Member.  The  man  who  has  committed 
a  serious  offence  may  repent  and  may 
be  reclaimed,  but  you  would  not  on  that 
account  make  him  your  son's  tutor. 
The  Commission  to  which  I  have  re- 
ferred exposed  great  and  terrible  iniqui- 
ties ;  but  even  now  I  almost  doubt  whe- 
ther full  justice  has  been  done  to  the 
Natives.  There  were  most  terrible 
and    horrible  crimes.       There  was  a 
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crimo  as  horrible  as  any  which  over 
disgraced  humanity.  I  refer  to  that 
of  a  slave  dealer  who  ran  down  a 
vessel  of  Natives,  and  caused  those 
who  were  endeavouring  to  save  them- 
selves to  be  shot.  The  perpetrator  of 
this  crime  was  tried  for  murder,  and 
convicted  ;  but  I  do  not  know  that  he 
has  been  executed.  I  trust  that  these 
iniquities  and  crimes  do  not  exist 
now ;  but  still  I  cannot  accept  the  doc- 
trine that  a  Colony  reformed  in  these 
respects  is  one  to  which  you  ought  to 
entrust  the  care  of  Natives,  as  in  the  case 
of  the  inhabitants  of  New  Guinea.  I 
admit  the  reservation  of  the  right  hon. 
Baronet;  but  my  argument  is  that 
when  you  have  these  enterprizing  gen- 
tlemen in  North  Queensland — the  gen- 
tlemen who  hold  indignation  meetings, 
and  who  desire  to  speculate  in  land  in 
New  Guinea — when  you  have  these 
gentlemen  pressing  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment bit  by  bit  you  will  find  your 
reservations  disappear,  and  bit  by  bit 
you  will  find  that  the  dominion  will  fall 
into  the  hands  of  Queensland.  I  think 
that  such  a  thing  would  be  very  bad  for 
the  Natives,  for  the  Colony  of  Queens- 
land, and  for  the  Empire.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  says  that  we  are  pro- 
tected for  a  period  of  years  by  the 
undertaking  of  the  Colonies  to  pay 
£15,000  a-year  towards  the  expenses  of 
New  Guinea.  I  deny  that  that  gua- 
rantee is  any  protection  at  all,  for  in  the 
event  of  Native  wars  £1,500,000  might 
have  to  be  spent  in  place  of  £15,000, 
and  for  every  penny  of  that  the  Home 
Government  would  have  to  be  respon- 
sible. 

Sir  henry  HOLLAND :  I  referred 
to  the  expenses  of  administration. 

Sir  GEORGE  CAMPBELL:  Yes; 
but  if  you  go  beyond  this  £15,000  for 
wars  or  any  other  purpose,  we,  the  tax- 
payers of  this  country,  will  have  to  pay, 
and  not  the  Colonies.  And  now  just  one 
word  about  the  subject  of  the  registra- 
tion of  titles.  It  is  all  very  well  to  say 
that  these  lands,  the  title  to  which  is 
acquired,  are  bought  from  the  Natives. 
But  the  question  is,  how  is  it  bought, 
and  who  are  the  Natives  from  whom  it 
is  bought  ?  I  have  had  a  great  deal  of 
experience  in  connection  with  matters  of 
this  sort,  and  I  know  there  are  very 
frequently  questions  to  bo  p^one  into  as 
to  the  outs  and  ins  of  the  titloa  of  the 
Natives  themselves.      There  are  manv 
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Natives  whoso  titles  are  repudiated  by 
their  own  people,  and  these  are  the 
people  who  try  to  bring  in  the  strangers. 
I  do  not  care  what  the  French  or  Ger- 
mans or  Americans  or  any  other  people 
do  ;  but  I  contend  that  we  are  bound  to 
look  after  the  honour  and  justice  of  Her 
Majesty's  Government.  I  say  that  it  is 
a  most  serious  thing  for  this  country  to 
arrange  for  the  registration  of  these 
titles,  which,  in  nine  cases  out  of  ten, 
are,  in  all  probability,  of  a  most  rotten 
description.  I  will  not  withdraw  my 
Motion,  as  I  think  it  is  a  right  one ;  but 
as  I  do  not  wish  to  put  the  Committee 
to  the  trouble  of  a  Division  I  will  allow 
it  to  be  negatived.  I  am  not  convinced 
— I  am  of  the  same  opinion  still. 

Mr.  HANDEL  COSSHAM  (Bristol, 
E.) :  I  wish  to  say  a  word  in  support  of 
the  views  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Kirk- 
caldy, but  on  somewhat  different 
grounds  from  those  taken  up  by  the  hon. 
Member.  Mjr  opposition  to  the  pro- 
ceeding to  which  the  hon.  Member  has 
called  attention  is,  that  I  am  Tory  much 
afraid  that  it  is  one  of  the  greatest  dan- 
gers to  our  Empire.  In  my  opinion  one 
of  the  greatest  dangers  whicn  we  have 
to  face  is  this  constant  extension  of  the 
Empire.  Nothing  tends  more  greatly 
to  weaken  an  Empire  than  unwieldy 
development  in  distant  parts.  All  these 
extensions  mean  expense — mean  draft- 
ing soldiers  into  the  new  territories  to 
take  care  of  them.  I  think  the  whole 
thing  is  dangerous,  and  therefore  I  pro- 
test against  these  continual  extensions. 
Especially  do  I  protest  against  our  hav- 
ing one  code  of  morals  in  the  East,  at 
the  Cape,  and  anotlier  in  the  West. 
That  which  we  are  ashamed  to  do  at  the 
Cape  we  should  also  be  ashamed  to  do 
elsewhere.  I  must  say  I  think  that  the 
course  we  have  taken  in  connection  with 
New  Guinea  will  lead  us  eventually,  as 
a  similar  course  in  other  parts  of  the 
world  has  done,  into  great  trouble^  and 
involve  in  serious  difficulties  those  who 
come  after  us. 

Db.  CLAEK  (Caithness) :  I  have  seen 
something  of  this  "blaokbirding"  in 
the  Pacific,  and  I  know  something  about 
Queensland's  connection  with  it,  and  I 
frankly  admit  that  in  the  past  there  was 
a  good  deal  of  murder  and  piracy  and 
crimo  of  the  deepest  dye.  I  xnow  that 
it  was  the  rule  that  where  Natives  died 
before  a  certain  period  their  wages  died 
with  them,  and  ttiat  while  this  practioe 
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prevailed   it    was   remarkable    what  a 
largo  number    of    Natives    succumbed 
before  the  time  arrived  for  them  to  draw 
their  wages.     I  have  known  schooners 
go  down  with  crowds  of  Black  men  on 
board.      I  know   something  about  the 
Kanaka   races,  and  I   like   them   very 
well — indeed,  I  think  they  are  amongdt 
the  best  peoples  in  the  world.     What- 
ever the  law  may  have  been  in  the  past, 
it  is  now  modified,  and  the  planters  are 
now   glad    to    treat   the   Natives   who 
work  for  them   much  better  than  the 
Irish  tenantry  are  treated,  or  than  the 
►Scotch  crofters  are  treated,  or  than  the 
workpeople  in  large  cities  in  this  country 
are  treated  by  their  employers.   Queens- 
land stands  very  free  from  blame  in  this 
matter  now,  and  I  do  not  think  we  have 
a  right  to  throw  stones  at  her  at  the 
present  time.      Of  course,  we  must  be 
ashamed  of  what  took  place  there ;  but 
we  must  not  lose  sight  of  the  fact  that 
a  great  many  of  the  ruffians  who  were 
guilty  of  the  worst  atrocities  were  Ger- 
mans, and    were    not    Englishmen    or 
Britishers.     As  to  the  argument  of  the 
right    hon.  Baronet,   it  is    thoroughly 
illogical.      I  am  thoroughly  opposed  to 
extensions  of  territory  under  the  Colo- 
nial Office  ;  but  I  have  no  objection  to 
extensions  under  Colonial  Oovernments. 
I   have  no  objection  to  Queensland,  at 
its  own  expense,  annexing  New  Guinea; 
but  I  object  to  annexation  being  carried 
out,  and    the   administration    of   New 
Guinea  being  undertaken  at  the  expense 
of  this  country,  seeing  that  Queensland 
will  get  all  the  benefit.     In  cases  of  this 
kind,  whether  you  make  these  territories 
Crown     Colonies     or    self  -  governing 
Colonies,  the  feeling  of  the  Colonists  is 
carried  out ;  and,  that  being  so,  how  can 
anyone    complain  ?      If    a    Colony    is 
dependent  on    the  Mother  Country  for 
assistance    in  time    of    need,  it   is    to 
some  extent  careless  with  regard  to  the 
difficulties  it  gets  into,  and  the  expenses 
it  incurs ;  but  when  it  is  thrown  on  its 
own  resources  it  thinks  twice  before  it 
does  anything  that    will    bring   about 
Native  wars  or  anything  of  that  kind. 
Remember  the  history  of  New  Zealand. 
As  long  as  the  New  Zealand  Colonists 
had  the  Colonial  Office  to  fall  back  upon 
they  had  never  done  with  Maori  wars, 
and    this    country    spent    hundreds  of 
thousands  of  pounds  upon  them  ;  but  as 
soon  as  New  Zealand  was  made  respon- 
sible for  its  own  affairs  it  is  remarkable 


to  observe  how  it  has  abolished  the 
necessity  for  wars.  Wars  are  expen- 
sive, and  the  Colony  cannot  afford  them. 
Government  is  not  carried  on  so  stupidly 
by  those  who  have  to  pay  for  it  as  by 
those  who  have  nothing  to  do  but  reap 
the  profit,  the  expense  being  paid  by 
somebody  else.  The  hon.  Gentleman 
(Sir  George  Campbell)  seems  to  have  a 
notion  that  all  the  Colonists  are  bad. 
Well,  I  myself  have  had  very  often  to 
attack  Colonists ;  but  I  must  say  that  if 
the  hon.  Member  had  come  into  contact 
with  savage  or  semi-savage  races,  he 
would  probably  have  shown  as  much 
bias  as  many  of  the  Colonists  have  shown 
in  their  dealings  with  these  peoples. 

Mr.  MASON  (Lanark,  Mid):  With 
regard  to  this  territory  of  New  Guinea, 
I  think  that  the  Government  of  this 
country  has  in  the  past  been  somewhat 
neglectful  of  the  interests  of  the  Colo- 
nists. In  my  opinion,  when  Queensland 
took  the  step  that  it  did,  it  was  abso- 
lutely required,  in  the  interests  of  the 
Australian  Colonies,  that  New  Guinea 
should  become  a  part  of  the  British 
Empire.  New  Guinea  is  situated  so  near 
to  Queensland  that  to  have  admitted 
any  European  Power  there — as  I  am 
sorry  to  say  we  have  done  to  a  certain 
extent — was  nothing  less  than  a  great 
misfortune  to  Australia.  The  Dutch, 
were  there  originally,  and  they  are  not 
an  offending  people ;  and  I  suppose  that 
the  portion  of  New  Guinea  they  claimed 
they  were  entitled  to  claim,  and  I  do  not 
think  we  could  have  objected.  But  it 
was  well  known  a  few  years  ago  that 
both  France  and  Germany  were  casting 
covetous  eyes  on  New  Guinea,  when 
the  Queensland  Government  took  prompt 
action  by  hoisting  the  British  Flag  over 
aportion  of  the  Island.  Unfortunately 
for  this  country,  and  for  Australia,  Ger- 
many had  anticipated  so  far  the  action 
of  Queensland,  or  rather  of  the  British 
Government,  as  to  have  planted  their 
Flag  upon  a  portion  of  the  territory. 
That  was  a  grreat  misfortune,  in  my 
opinion,  to  the  Australian  people ;  Ger- 
many is  there  on  their  frontier,  and  it 
may  prove  a  source  of  difficulty  to  these 
Colonies,  although  I  believe  that  Aus- 
tralia has  a  great  future  before  her. 
Possibly  European  troubles  may  arise 
out  of  Germany  having  got  a  footing  in 
that  part  of  the  world — a  footing  which 
they  ought  never  to  have  had  a  chance 
of  securing.    In  my  view,  the  Goveiii- 
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ment  would  act  wisely  in  asserting  their 
position,  80  far  as  they  possibly  can,  not 
only  with  regard  to  the  British  territory 
in  New  Guinea,  but  in  taking  care  that 
Germany  shall  have  no  more  of  the 
Island  than  is  absolutely  required,  and 
that  energetic  measures  will  be  taken  in 
support  of  the  Australian  Colonies  with 
regard  to  the  New  Hebrides,  which  is  a 
very  serious  matter  just  now.  I  know 
from  personal  experience  of  these  Colo- 
nies the  great  inconvenience  that  Aus- 
tralia is  put  to  through  the  scum  of 
Europe  being  sent  out  to  the  New  He- 
brides from  France.  A  great  deal  of 
annoyance  is  caused  to  the  inhabitants, 
and  I  trust  that  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment will  be  energetic  in  saying  that  the 
Queensland  people  shall  be  sustained  in 
their  efforts  to  prevent  any  more  land 
than  is  absolutely  necessary  being  ac- 
quired by  foreigners  in  order  to  keep 
our  European  neighbours  from  Austra- 
lian waters.  I  trust  Her  Majesty's 
Government  will  always  be  prepared  to 
assert  their  position  on  behalf  of  the 
Australian  Colonies. 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Original  Question  again  proposed. 

Mb.  WEBSTER  (St.  Pancras,  E.) : 
On  the  Item  for  the  office  of  the  High 
Commissioner,  I  should  like  to  refer 
to  a  matter  which  falls  within  the 
cognizance  of  the  Western  Pacific  High 
Commissioner.  He  appears  to  have 
vested  in  him  a  Protectorate  of  the 
Natives,  and,  amongst  others,  of  the 
Natives  of  the  New  Hebrides.  Now, 
in  1878  there  was  a  mutual  agreement 
come  to  between  Her  Britannic  Majesty 
and  the  Government  of  France  that 
these  Islands  were  to  form  a  neutral 
territory  which  neither  France  nor  Eng- 
land should  occupy.  This  agreement 
was  ratified  in  the  year  1883,  and  yet  I 
find  that  so  lately  as  1886  the  Governor 
of  New  Caledonia  despatched  a  frigate 
to  the  New  Hebrides  with  troops  and 
stores  on  board,  in  direct  violation  of 
the  agreement  between  Great  Britain 
and  France.  Now,  Sir,  this  violation 
of  Treaty 

The  CHAIRMAN :  I  must  say  I  faU 
to  see  the  relevancy  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber's observations  to  this  Vote. 

Mb.  WEBSTER:  The  object  for 
which  these  Islands  were  so  occupied. 
Sir,  will  form  my  reason  for  mentioning 
the  subject.     The  occupation  of  these 

Mr.  Mason 


islands  is,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Austra- 
lian Colonies,  for  the  purpose  of  forming 
a  syndicate  to  allow  on  these  Islands  a 
convict  or  recidivist  settlement.  Further 
than  that,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Austra- 
lian Colonies,  the  Presbyterian  ministers 
who  are  at  work  amongst  the  Natives 
at  the  present  moment  will  be  very 
greatly  injured  and  very  greatly  damni- 
fied if  this  project  is  carried  oat.  As  I 
said  at  the  commencement  of  my  re- 
marks, the  High  Commissioner  has 
power  over  these  Natives,  and  I  venture 
to  urge  that  in  no  respect  should  his 
power  be  affected  by  the  Government 
of  France  taking  or  ueurping  his  posi- 
tion  

The  CHAIBMAN  :  The  High  Com- 
missioner has  no  jurisdiction  in  this 
matter. 

Mb.  WEBSTER :  I  venture  to  point 
out  that  if  he  has  no  juriadiotion,  he  is 
responsible  for  the  Nativee  in  districts 
where  there  are  British  interests. 

Sir  henry  HOLLAND :  The  Isbnds 
the  hon.  Member  is  referring  to  are  not 
under  his  control  at  all. 

Db.  CLARK :  I  should  like  to  pat  a 
question  to  the  right  hon.  Baronet  with 
regard  to  the  affairs  of  Tonga  and  the 
doings  of  the  ex-missionary,  Mr.  Baker, 
who,  acting  through  old  King  George, 
who  is  merely  his  tool,  is  inflioting  great 
cruelties  and  injuries  on  the  Wesleyans 
in  that  island.  This  is  not  the  first  time 
that  Mr.  Baker  has  been  creating  all 
this  disturbance  down  there.  When  the 
Wesleyans  dismissed  him  from  his  posi- 
tion as  missionary  five  or  six  years  ago, 
he  had  a  warning ;  and  now,  after  the 
murder  of  these  unfortunate  people,  to 
which  attention  has  already  oeen  called 
in  this  House,  merely  because  they  were 
Wesleyans,  he  arain  reoeived  a  warning 
at  the  hands  of  Her  Majesty's  GkHrem* 
meut.  Surely  we  ought  to  go  further 
than  that.  This  man,  acting  ostensibly 
in  the  name  of  old  King  Qeorge,  who  is 
a  man  of  about  90  and  who  is  merely 
his  tool,  is  carrying  on  depredations 
with  impunity.  I  think  he  ought  to  bo 
tried  for  murder,  and  deported  either  to 
this  country  or  to  Australia. 

Sir  henry  HOLLAND:  I  fully 
admit  the  g^at  importance  of  the  sul!- 
ject  which  has  been  brought  under  the 
notice  of  the  Committee  by  the  hoo. 
Member ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  I  must 
remark  that  Her  Migesty's  Ooremment 
have  given  it  very  grave  oonaidention* 
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Sir  Charles  Mitchell  was  specially  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  into  the  whole  sub- 
ject, and  went,  accompanied  by  his  Legal 
Adviser,  Mr.  Clarke,  the  Chief  Justice  of 
Fiji,  to  examine  into  the  whole  ques- 
tion. Sir  Charles  Mitchell,  who  has 
throughout  acted  in  a  spirit  of  absolute 
impartiality,  aad  with  great  tact  and 
judgment,  examined  a  large  number 
of  witnesses  on  both  sides,  besides 
hearing  Mr.  Baker  himself,  as  well 
as  King  George.  Having  thoroughly 
investigated  the  matter.  Sir  Charles 
Mitchell  recommended  that  Mr.  Baker 
should  not  be  deported,  but  should  be 
warned,  together  with  the  King,  that 
they  must  take  means  to  preserve  peace. 
That  Eeport  has  been  presented  to  Par- 
liament, and  I  will,  therefore,  content 
myself  with  reading  one  paragraph — 
namely,  68 — 

**  The  conclusion  to  which  I  have  arrived  is 
not  favourable  to  Mr.  Baker,  although  great 
allowances  must  he  made  for  the  difficulties 
of  his  position.  ...  I  should  undoubtedly  have 
exercised  the  power  vested  in  me  of  prohibit- 
ing Mr.  Bakor  from  remaining  in  Tonga  for  a 
period,  had  it  not  been  that  I  felt  that  his  pre- 
sence with  the  King  would,  after  the  warn- 
ing which  my  visit  to  Tonga  had  given,  be 
the  best  means  of  preserving  peace.'' 

In  these  circumstances,  I  do  not  think 
that  I  should  be  justified  in  overruling 
Sir  Charles  Mitchell's  opinion  until  a 
strong  case  is  established  on  the  other 
Bide.  I  have  caused  Mr.  Baker  to  be 
informed  that  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment strongly  disapprove  the  course 
which  he  is  shown  to  have  pursued  of 
late  years  in  Tonga;  that  he  must  re- 
member that,  as  a  British  subject,  he 
is  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  High 
Commissioner ;  and  that  in  the  event  of 
any  further  ill-treatment  of  the  people 
of  Tonga  being  found  to  be  traceable 
to  his  influence,  it  may  become  the  duty 
of  the  High  Commissioner,  without  fur- 
ther delay,  to  put  in  force  the  powers 
under  the  Western  Pacific  Orders  of 
Council.  A  similar  warning  has  been 
conveyed  to  King  George.  I  trust,  there- 
fore, that  the  hon.  Member  will  see  that 
Her  Majesty's  Government  have  care- 
fully considered  this  matter. 

Dr.  ^CLAEK  :  What  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  states  happened  some  years  ag^ 
— that  is  to  say,  the  same  warning  was 
conveyed  to  Mr.  Baker;  but  nothing 
came  of  it. 

Sir  HENEY  HOLLAJ^D  :  I  can  only 
say  that  Mr.  Baker  has  now  had  a  final 
warning. 


Me.  round  (Essex,  N.E.,  Harwich) : 
I  wish  to  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
(Sir  Henry  Holland)  a  question  which 
I  hope  he  will  see  his  way  to  answer. 
It  is  whether  any  further  Papers  will  be 
submitted  to  Parliament  in  connection 
with  the  recent  events  in  the  Island  of 
Mauritius?  I  am  sure  he  will  agree 
with  me  that  events  of  a  very  grave 
character  have  taken  place  recently  in 
that  Island,  and  that  the  Government 
have  come  a  very  important  decision 
there 

Sir  henry  HOLLAND :  I  have 
given  very  full  and  grave  consideration 
to  this  matter,  and  have  arrived  at  the 
conclusion  not  to  present  any  further 
Papers  on  the  question  to  Parliament. 
I  am  extremely  grateful  to  the  House  for 
the  confidence  which  it  has  placed  in  me 
in  regard  to  this  subject,  and  to  hon. 
Members  for  not  pressing  me  to  present 
Papers.  Since  arriving  at  the  decision 
I  have  mentioned,  I  have  again  care- 
fully considered  this  matter,  and  am  ab- 
solutely satisfied  that  it  is  not  desirable 
to  lay  any  of  these  Papers  on  the  Table. 
Grave  charges  and  counter-charges  were 
bandied  about  during  the  proceedings. 
Many  of  these  were  collateral  to  the 
issues  which  I  had  to  try,  difficult  and 
important  as  they  were;  many  were 
based  upon  hearsay  evidence ;  and  the 
persons  who  have  been  charged  have  not 
had  an  opportunity  of  either  explaining 
away  the  evidence  or  defending  them- 
selves against  it.  The  Committee  will, 
I  think,  under  the  circumstances,  con- 
sider it  unfair  that  these  charges  should 
be  published  in  a  Parliamentary  Paper 
without  any  statement  from  those  who 
are  affected  by  them  being  appended. 
In  the  interests  of  peace  and  order  in 
the  Colony,  I  am  satisfied  that  I  have 
adopted  the  proper  course.  It  is  in  the 
highest  degree  desirable  not  in  any  way 
to  diminish  the  chance  of  removing  any 
ill-feeling  which  exists  between  the  op- 
posing parties.  The  best  course  to  adopt 
is  to  give  the  Governor  a  fair  chance  of 
restoring  the  confidence  of  the  people  in 
his  administration,  and  if  I  presented 
the  Papers  to  Parliament  that  chance 
would,  I  believe,  be  greatly  diminished. 

Sir  GEORGE  CAMPBELL:  With 
reference  to  the  statement  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  (Sir  Henry  Holland)  I 
have  only  one  question  to  ask.  I  should 
like  him  to  tell  us  how  he  is  going  to 
dispose  of  Mr.  OlifEbrd  Lloyd  ? 
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"That  A   Bum,   not   cxcaeding  £48,180,  1 
granted  to  Her  Majoaty.  to  complots  tlio  GU 
',0  defray  tho Charge  nhich  will  ci 


inns 


dingo 


the  31st  day  of  March  18S8,  for  certain  Charges 
connected  with  the  Oraugo  Rirer  Territory,  the 
Transvaal,  Zululnnd,  Bechuanaland,  tho  Idaad 
of  St.  Uolena,  and  the  High  Commiuioner  for 
South  Africa." 

Mk.  OONTBEAEE  (Cornwall,  Cam- 
borne):  I  desire,  ia  reference  to  Sub- 
Head  A,  to  ask  the  right  hou.  Gentle- 
man the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  for  some  information  with  re- 
spect to  the  allowance  in  consequence  of 
fiving  up  the  Orange  EiTer  Territory. 
f  my  historical  memory  does  not  fail  me, 
I  think  the  territory  was  given  up  40 
years  ago.  I  should  have  thought  that 
if  we  had  given  up  territory  we  ought 
not  to  be  called  upon  to  pay  anything  for 
doing  so.  Can  the  right  hon.  Qentlentan 
tell  ua  how  long  this  payment  is  going  to 
last? 

SikHENEY  HOLLAND:  The  British 
sovereignty  over  the  Orange  River 
Territory  was  proclaimed  ia  1848,  but 
was  revoked  and  abandoned  in  1854  for 
reasons  which  I  need  not  enter  into. 
But  I  may  say  that  an  enormous  cost  to 
this  country  was  incurred  by  maintain- 
ing dominion  over  this  territory,  and 
there  was  constant  liability  to  frontier 
contests.  When  it  was  abandoned,  oom- 
pensfltion  was  given  to  various  persons 
who  suffered  in  consequence  of  the 
abandonment.  The  annuities,  which 
amounted  to  £48,316  have  been  reduced 
to  the  present  sum. 

Sib  GEORGE  CAMPBELL :  I  have 
given  Notice  to  move  the  reduction  of 
tho  Vote  by  52,099.  being  the  compen- 
sation for  the  abolition  of  office  in  the 
Transvaal,  merely  in  order  to  enable  me 
to  ask  the  question  what  these  compen- 
sations are  ?  Possibly  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  may  bo  able  to  afford  us 
some  Hfttisfactory  esplanatioD. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  ItemB — for  Salaries— boreduced 
by  £2,099."— (S(>  6eorg»  Campheli.) 

SiK  HENRY  HOLLAND  :  When  the 
I'ran.svanl  territory  w'a?  retroceilod  to  i 
tho  Boors  and  became  the  South  African  I 
Bopiiblic  compensation  had  to  be  given  I 
to  those  gentlemen  who  were  in  ofEce  I 


there  under  the  British  GK>TenimeDt,  and 
whose   services  the   South  African  B«- 

Sublic  did  not  desire  to  retain.  Mi. 
urdon,  now  Sir  William  Gurdon,  vai 
sent  out  by  the  Treasury  with  the 
object  of,  among  other  things,  going 
thoroughly  into  the  casea  of  these  gen- 
tlemen, and  of  considering  what  compen- 
sation should  be  given.  The  sum  in- 
cluded in  the  Tote  is  the  oompensstion 
allowance  of  these  Transraal  offitnals— 
five  in  number — whose  eervices  the  Bora 
Republic  did  not  retain,  and  who  had 
such  length  of  service  that  the  Goven- 
ment  could  not  deal  with  them  by  giving 
a  gratuity,  as  was  the  caae  with  some  of 
the  other  offloera.  I  am  quite  ready 
to  show  the  hou.  Gentleman  the  Report 
of  Sir  William  Gurdon;  but  I  do  not 
think  the  Committee  would  desire  me, 
at  this  late  hour,  to  read  out  exbacts 
from  it.  I  have  no  reason  to  suppose 
that  these  officers  did  not  do  their  dntf 
thoroughly  to  the  British  QovemmeDt 
in  the  Transraal.  Therefore  the  Oorsni- 
ment  cannot  fairly  deprive  them  oftha 
pensions  which  their  serricM  eotitls 
them  to  receive. 

8is  GEORGE  CAMPBELL :  I  am 
very  distrustful  on  the  subject  of  oom- 
penaations,  for  there  are  no  graatei 
abuses  than  those  connected  with  tbs 
matter  of  oompensatione.  I  shonld 
have  ^&&a  very  glad  if  the  right  hoiL 
Qentteman  (Sir  Henry  Holland)  had 
told  us  who  the  five  gentlemen  are. 

Sir  henry  HOLLAND :  I  said  I 
would  not  trouble  the  Committee  with 
the  details  of  Mr.  Gurdon'e  fieport  I 
can,  however,  if  the  Oonunittee  wish, 
detail  the  aervicea  of  these  gentlemen. 
I  have  offered  to  ahow  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Report  of  Mr.  GhirdoB,  and  I 
can  hardly  think  the  Committee  waaU 
caro  to  hear  the  details. 

Sm  GEOKGE  CAMPBELL :  Is  &x 
Theophilus  Sbepstone  one  of  thaw  gen- 
tlemen ? 

SiK  HENRY  HOLLAND :  Yes;  and 
the  sum  allowed  him  is  £326  per  annum. 

Sir  GEORGE  CAMPBELL:     Than 
I  beg  to  withdraw  my  previoaa  Amend' 
ment,  and  to  propose  the  zednotum  of  I 
the  Vote  by  £326,  being  tlis  amotint  of  ! 
pension  paid  to  Sir  Theophilos  8hep> 
stone. 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Original  Question  again  proposed. 

Sm  GEORGE  OAMPBKLL  :  I  must 
protest  most  strongly  against  thia  grant 
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to  Sir  Theophilus  Shepstone.  Sir 
Theophilus  Shepstone  was  the  gentle- 
man who  led  us  into  all  this  trouble. 
He  abused  the  trust  reposed  in  him  by 
annexing  the  Transvaal,  and  led  us 
into  the  difficulty  in  which  we  now  find 
ourselves.  It  is  monstrous  that  the 
British  taxpayer  should  be  charged 
with  a  pension  to  this  man.  I  am  sure 
I  need  not  trouble  the  Committee  with 
any  further  words  upon  this  subject. 

IMotion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

"  That  Item  B — Salaries,  Transvaal— be  re- 
duced by  £32G,  CompenBation  to  Sir  Theophilus 
Shepatono." — {Sir  Oeorge  Campbell.) 

Db.  OLARK  :  There  is  one  important 
point  upon  which  I  should  like  some  in- 
formation, and  I  have  no  doubt  that  you, 
Sir,  will  be  interested  in  knowing  some- 
thing about  it,  as  you  have  occupied  the 
position  of  Secretary  to  the  Treasury. 
I  understand  that,  some  time  ago,  the 
Treasury  surcharged  Sir  Theophilus 
Shepstone  with  a  very  large  amount  of 
money  that  he  was  supposed  to  have 
misappropriated,  or  not  properly  ac- 
counted for,  while  Administrator  of  the 
Transvaal.  I  think  the  money  was  put 
down  by  Sir  Theophilus  Shepstone  and 
his  sons  to  forage,  and  the  forage  con^ 
sisted  of  vases,  and  combs,  and  brushes, 
and  fishing-rods,  and  the  like.  The  late 
Liberal  Government  surcharged  Sir 
Theophilus  Shepstone,  and  his  pension 
was  stopped  for  the  purpose  of  the  re- 
payment of  this  money.  I  understand  that 
since  then  the  pension  has  been  given 
back  to  Sir  Theophilus  Shepstone ;  and  I 
should  like  to  know  the  reasons  why  the 
action  taken  by  the  previous  Government 
in  compelling  Sir  Theophilus  Shepstone 
to  pay  back  money  he  and  his  sons 
had  taken  from  the  British  taxpayer  for 
fishing-rods,  and  vases,  and  other  arti- 
cles, which  were  put  down  to  forage, 
has  been  reversed  ?  Sir  William  Gurdon. 
when  he  examined  the  accounts,  found 
that  these  were  the  articles  of  which  the 
forage  was  composed ;  and  you,  Sir, 
when  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  made 
some  very  strong  observations  upon  the 
proceeding.  I  should  like  to  know  why 
this  pension  has  been  given  back  to  Sir 
Theophilus  Shepstone,  if  he  has  not 
made  good  the  money  ? 

Sir  HENEY  HOLLAND :  As  to  an 
abuse  of  trust  by  Sir  Theophilus  Shep- 
stone in  annexing  the  Transvaal,  I  can- 
not possibly  argue  a  question  now  which 


has  been  argued  for  three  weeks  toge« 
ther  in  the  House  of  Commons ;  but  I 
must  remind  the  hon.  Member  that,  at 
that  time,  neither  Mr.  Childers  nor 
Mr.  Forster  disapproved  of  Sir  Theo- 
philus Shepstone's  action.  As  to  the 
other  point,  no  doubt  the  accounts  were 
kept  in  a  most  irregular — I  may  almost 
say  ludicrous — form  ;  but  the  Treasury 
and  Sir  William  Gurdon  acquitted  Sir 
Theophilus  Shepstone  of  making  any 
charges  for  money  not  actually  expended. 
I  believe  that  Sir  Theophilus  Shepstone 
has  paid  the  amount  which  it  was  at 
last  decided  he  should  pay,  and  that  he 
is  now  receiving  his  full  pension. 

Mb.  CONYBEARE  :  Will  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  say  whether  Sir  Theo- 
philus Shepstone  is  receiving  anything 
in  the  way  of  salary  from  any  other 
office? 

Sib  henry  HOLLAND :  I  believe 
not. 

Mb.  CONYBEARE:  I  hope  that  if 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  is  not  quite 
certain  he  will  make  inquiries.  He  says 
he  only  believes  that  Sir  Theophilus 
Shepstone  is  not  receiving  anything  in 
the  way  of  salary  from  any  other  office. 

Sib  henry  HOLLAND:  I  quite 
understand  the  hon.  Member,  and  I 
will,  of  course,  make  inquiries  upon  the 
point.  I  am  almost  certain,  however, 
that  Sir  Theophilus  Shepstone  has  paid 
off  what  it  was  finally  decided  he  should 
pay  off,  and  that  now  he  is  receiving  full 
pension. 

Sir  GEORGE  CAMPBELL:  I  am 
very  desirous  that  we  should  not  deal 
with  this  question  in  the  dark.  I  am 
very  distrustful  in  such  cases  as  this ; 
but  I  will  take  advantage  of  the  offer  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  make  in- 
quiries. If,  however,  I  live  to  another 
Session  of  Parliament,  I  will  bring  the 
matter  forward  again. 

Sib  HENRY  HOLLAND:  I  can 
have  no  objection  to  so  reasonable  an 
offer. 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 
Original  Question  again  proposed. 

Sib  GEORGE  CAMPBELL :  Under 
Sub- head  0, 1  beg  to  move  to  reduce  the 
Vote  by  £150,  part  of  the  allowance  to 
the  Governor  of  Natal  as  Special  Com- 
missioner in  Zululand.  I  will  at  once  ex- 
plain my  objection  to  the  way  we  are  deal- 
ing with  Zululand.  I  am  one  of  those 
who  have  always  felt  that,  by  the  part  wo 
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took  in  Zululand,  we  did  injustice  to  the 
people.      We    totally  destroyed    their 
GoverDment,  and  set  them  by  the  ears, 
and  made  self-government  impossible. 
I  do  not  think  we  were  wrong  in  annex- 
ing Zululand,  the  more  especially  as  it 
was  not  connected  with,  the  interior  of 
Africa.     My  objection,  therefore,  is  not 
to  the  annexation  of  Zululand — it  is  not 
to  the   expense  of  the  annexation — for 
if  Zululand  can  be  administered    for 
£300  a-year    the  work    is  done  very 
cheaply  indeed.     For  my  part,  I  do  not 
think  it  ever  will  be  done  so  cheaply. 
It  will  involve  great  expense,  and  1  do 
not  think,  considering  the  way  in  which 
we  have  treated  these  people  and  the 
very  regrettable  change  of  policy  which 
has  occurred,  we  should  begrudge— I, 
for  my  part,  could  not — something  very 
considerable  for  the  administration  of 
Zululand;   but  I  will  not  go  into  the 
question  of  the   administration  of  the 
country.  My  objection  to  this  arrange- 
ment is  similar  to  the  objection  I  take  in 
regard   to   New  Guinea — namely,  that 
having  taken  possession  of  Native  terri- 
tory, we  are  making  it  over  to  the  first 
Colony    desirous   of    administering  it. 
In  Zululand  we  have  not  gone  quite  so 
far  as  we  have  in   the    case   of  New 
Guinea  ;  but  we  have  taken  a  very  con- 
siderable step  in  that  direction.     What 
have  the  Government  done  ?  They  have 
taken  the  first  step,  and  a  very  large 
step,  towards  making  over  Zululand  to 
Natal.  It  is  proposed  that  the  Governor 
of  Natal  shaul,  m  the  administration  of 
Zululand,  be  assisted  by  an  Executive 
Committee,  and  that  Executive  Commit- 
tee is  to  be  the  Executive  Government 
of  Natal,  plus   two  elected  Members. 
That  is  to  say,  you   are  to  have  tvro 
official  Members  of  the  Executive  Go- 
vernment of  Natal   and    four    elected 
Members.     Sir,  I  say  that  this  is  a  very 
large  step  towards  making  over  Zulu- 
land  to  Natal,  and  I  am  wholly  opposed 
to  anything  of  the  kind.     The  Govern- 
ment of  Natal  has  already  enough  to  do 
without    administering    Zululand,    be- 
cause  there  are  now  in  Natal   30,000 
Europeans,  about  40,000  Asiatics,  and 
400,000  Natives.     It  is  an  oligarchy  in 
the  strongest  sense  of  the  word,  and  I 
do  not  think  that  oligarchy  ought  to  be 
extended.     I  think  that  if  the  Govern- 
ment wish  to  take  the  responsibility  of 
the    administration    of   Zululand   they 
should  not  seek  to  make  it  over  to  Natal. 

Sir  George  Campbell 


1  suppose  that,  as  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  (Sir  Henry  Holland)  has  told 
us,  he  has  not  made  over  New  Guinea 
to  Queensland,  d  fortiori  he  will  say  he 
has  not  made  over  Zululand  to  Natal, 
because  he  has  not  gone  quite  so  far.    I 
say  at  once  you  have  not  gone  quite  so 
far ;  but  the  Natal  Colonists  are  covetous 
of  Zululand ;  and  I  think  that  when  wo 
have  gone  so  f<ir  as  to  say  that  the  Gt>- 
vernor  of  Natal  is  to  be  assisted  and 
advised  in  the  administration  of  Zulu- 
land  by  an  Executive  Council  of  Natal, 
the  majority  of  which  are  elected  Mem- 
bers, we  have  entered  on  a  course  which 
must  probably  result  in  the  annexation 
of  Zululand  to  Natal.     I  say  that  the 
Government  of  Natal  is,  in  the  strictest 
sense  of  the  word,  an  oligarchy.    There 
is  a  considerable  Indian  population  there. 
Up   to  some  years  ago  a  few  of  that 
Indian  population  were  entitled  to  vote. 
The  Natal  Legislature  got  alarmed  at 
so  many  people  of  colour  having  the 
vote,  and  under  the  guise  of  reform  a 
law  was  passed  by  which  three-fourths 
of  the  Indian  voters  were  deprived  of 
the  franchise.    I  am  sorry  to  say  that 
the  Government  for  the  time  being  were 
base  enough  to  allow  the  law  to  pass, 
and  thus  make  the  Natal  Gk>vemment 
a  very  much  tighter  and  narrower  oli- 
garchy than  it  was  before.    I  totally 
object  to  handing  over  to  this  olig^arohi- 
cal  Government  control  of  Zululand. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

<<That  Item  0— Sakry,  Zolalaiid— be  re- 
duced by  £150,  part  of  the  allowaaoe  to  tho 
Governor  of  Natal,  at  Special  ComnuMioiMr  in 
Zululand."— (^ir  George  CamphelL) 

CoMKANDEB  BETHELL  (York,  E.B., 
Holdemess) :  I  will  not  detain  the 
Committee  for  more  than  a  minute— ia 
fact,  I  simply  want  to  ask  one  or  two 
questions.  Perhaps  I  may  be  permitted 
to  say,  in  reference  to  the  remarks  of 
the  hon.  Gentleman  (Sir  Oeorffe  Camp- 
bell), that  it  would  be  entirely  wrong 
to  allow  such  a  country  as  Zululand  to 
be  annexed  to  Natal.  From  a  study  of 
the  Blue  Books,  I  have  come  to  the  con- 
clusion that,  so  far  from  Zululand  being 
annexed  to  Natal  in  the  approximate 
future,  it  has  been  very  carefully  ar^ 
ranged  that  Zululand  snail  remain  in 
the  hands  of  the  Imperial  GoTemment. 
With  regard  to  the  first  queation  I 
wish  to  ask,  let  me  say  that  I  regard 
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the  Treaty  recently  concluded,  by  which 
we  made  over  certain  portions  of  Zulu- 
land  to  the  new  Eepublic  and  annexed 
the  remainder,  as  a  mistake.  I  think 
that  this  country  has  not  done  all  it 
ought  to  have  done  in  connection  with 
Zulilland.  The  question  I  wish  to  ask 
refers  to  the  portion  of  the  country 
which  many  who  are  familiar  with  the 
subject  know  as  Proviso  B.  The  Boers 
were  allowed  to  settle  there  and  hold 
certain  farms.  There  is  a  great  deal  of 
feeling  in  connection  with  Proviso  B ; 
and  many  of  us  believe  that  that  por- 
tion of  the  country,  which  is  perhaps 
the  richest  part,  and  perhaps  the  most 
desirable  for  the  purposes  of  farming, 
should  have  been  retained  for  the  Zulus. 
I  should  like  to  ask  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Colonies  (Sir  Henry  Holland)  whe- 
ther he  anticipates  at  any  time  being 
able  to  out-purchase  the  Boers,  not  by 
throwing  a  burden  on  the  taxpayers  of 
this  country,  but,  possibly,  by  incurring 
a  debt  in  favour  of  the  Zulus  for  that 
purpose  ?  I  am  bound  to  say  I  do  not 
think  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will 
give  me  a  very  favourable  answer  to  my 
question.  But  I  may,  perhaps,  remind 
him  that,  judging  from  the  latest  de- 
spatches, there  is  a  considerable  portion 
of  this  Proviso  B  which  has  not  been 
occupied  by  the  Boers.  Could  not  the 
farms  which  have  not  been  occupied  by 
the  Boers  be  made  to  revert  to  the 
Zulus  ?  It  is  very  important,  if  possible, 
that  the  Zulus  should  be  able  to  re- 
occupy  the  farms  which  have  not  been 
occupied  by  the  Boers,  to  whom  they 
were  originally  allocated.  Perhaps  I 
may  also  ask  a  question  in  reference  to 
that  portion  of  Proviso  B  which  includes 
the  graves  of  the  Kings.  There  have 
been  negotiations  with  the  new  He- 
public  ;  but  I  do  not  think  any  decisive 
answer  has  yet  been  given  as  to  whether 
that  portion  of  the  country  shall  be 
given  up  to  the  Zulus  or  not.  There  is 
a  considerable  sentimental  grievance  in 
the  minds  of  the  Zulus  about  these 
graves.  These  are  the  only  questions 
I  have  to  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
because  at  this  period  of  the  Session  I 
do  not  wish  to  prolong  the  discussion. 

Dr.  CLARK  :  I  dififer  from  my  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  Kirkcaldy  (Sir 
George  Campbell),  because  I  think  it 
will  be  a  wise  step  to  annex  Zululand  to 
Natal.    At  any  rate,  what  we  have  done 


is  to  annex  the  Zulus  to  Natal,  because 
40  years  ago  there  were  only  30,000 
Zulus  in  Natal;  but  now  there  are 
300,000.  The  Zulus  in  Zululand  num- 
ber under  100,000  ;  probably  there  are 
only  80,000  there.  If  you  want  to  get  a 
large  number  of  the  Zulus  back  into 
Zululand,  the  best  way  in  which  you 
can  do  it  is  to  annex  Zululand  to  Natal, 
because  Natal  is  simply  a  portion  of 
Zululand.  Now,  as  to  the  policy  in- 
volved in  the  annexation  of  Zululand, 
I  quite  agree  with  my  hon.  Friend  (Sir 
George  Campbell)  that  we  were  practi- 
cally compelled  to  annex  Zululand,  or 
else  to  suffer  the  Zulus  to  be  wiped  out. 
Under  the  circumstances,  I  think  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  (Sir  Henry  Hol- 
land) has  acted  wisely  in  not  proclaim- 
ing a  Protectorate,  but  in  practically 
annexing  the  country.  I  differed  from 
my  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  North- 
ampton (Mr.  Labouohere)  when  he  raised 
this  question  some  time  ago,  and  I  wish 
to  express  now  the  view  I  then  desired 
to  express.  I  think  we  were  compelled, 
after  crushing  and  breaking  down  the 
power  of  Cetewayo,  and  refusing  to  sup- 
port Dinizulu,  to  take  over  the  country, 
or  that  portion  of  the  country  not  occu- 
pied by  the  Boer  settlers.  I  do  not 
think  the  solution  arrived  by  Sir  Arthur 
Havelock  is  the  best  for  the  Zulus.  In 
a  former  debate  I  pointed  out  one  or 
two  objections  to  the  course  taken  by 
Sir  Arthur  Havelock.  Of  course,one  can- 
not get  over  the  difficulty  unless  by  re- 
opening the  question.  I  had  hoped  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  (Sir  Henry  Hol- 
land), who  has  long  been  a  friend  of  tho 
Aborigines,  would  have  re- opened  the 
question,  especially  in  regard  to  the 
North-Eastern  section  of  the  country 
where  Oetewayo's  brother  has  been,  and 
where  there  are  no  White  settlers.  The 
question  which  now  arises  is,  what  is  the 
future  of  Zululand  to  be?  The  first 
thing  to  do  is  to  secure  land  to  the 
Natives.  I  hope  a  Committee  will  be 
appointed  for  the  purpose  of  doing  in 
Zululand  what  the  Boers  have  done  in 
the  Transvaal.  I  hope  you  will  vest  in 
all  the  various  tribes  in  Zululand  their 
land,  and  give  them  boundaries.  I  hope 
you  will  not  allow  any  White  men  to 
acquire  any  land  in  Zululand  except  for 
a  limited  period  of  time,  and  that  the 
land  will  be  vested  in  Commissioners 
for  the  tribes.  The  probability  is  you 
will  have  to  do  sometidng  to  ease  Natal 
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from  the  great  burden  of  the  emigra- 
tion of  Natives  into  the  country.  With 
regard  to  Proviso  B,  let  mo  say  you  have 
recognized  the  title  of  the  new  Eepublio, 
and  that  whether  a  man  occupies  his 
farm  or  not  the  farm  is  his.  The  very 
raising  of  the  questiou"iof  buying  the 
man  out  makes  the  thing  impossible. 
The  most  important  question  of  all  is  the 
reserving  of  the  land  to  the  Natives. 
Unless  something  is  done,  the  land  will, 
of  course,  be  got  in  the  usual  way,  and 
the  Zulus  will  bo  robbed  of  it,  as  South 
Africans  and  others  have  been  robbed 
of  their  land  before.  I  hope  to  hear 
something  from  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Colonies  as  to  what  he  is  going 
to  do  to  protect  the  Zulus  in  their  rights 
and  to  get  the  Zulus  back  to  Zululand. 

Sm  GEOEGE  CAMPBELL:  I 
should  like  to  know  from  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  what  has  been  done  in  re- 
ference to  Usibepu  ?  He  was  an  ally  of 
ours,  and  yet  we  allowed  the  opposite 
Party  to  crush  him  by  means  of  the 
Boers.  I  believe  he  is  now  a  fugitive  in 
our  territory. 

Sill  HENEY  HOLLAND  :  The  case 
of  Usibepu  is  under  the  consideration  of 
the  Government,  and  they  are  waiting 
for  a  further  Eeport  from  Sir  Arthur 
Havelock.  They  have  oflfered  him  a 
salary,  and  the  question  now  is  whether 
the  Chief  can  have  any  territory  besides. 
I  am  unable  to  give  a  further  answer 
at  present,  but  the  matter  is  receiving 
consideration.  In  answer  to  the  hon. 
Member  for  Caithness  (Dr.  ClarkJ,  I 
would  point  out  that  a  Question  as  to 
relieving  Natal  of  the  Natives  is  going 
to  be  put  to  me  on  Thursday  or  Friday. 
Many  of  the  Natives  who  have  crossed 
into  Natal  during  the  existence  of 
previous  troubles  will  now,  no  doubt,  be 
willing  to  return  to  Zululand.  The 
Government,  however,  are  not  prepared 
to  assent  to  any  organized  scheme  of 
return  on  the  part  of  the  Natives,  with- 
out its  being  submitted  to  Sir  Arthur 
Havelock,  and  without  first  seeing  that 
there  is  sufficient  territory,  so  that  vhe 
Natives  at  present  in  the  country  may 
not  be  cramped.  As  to  the  annexation 
of  Natal,  I  can  assure  the  hon.  Member 
for  Kirkcaldy  (Sir  George  Campbell) 
that  he  is  labouring  under  a  mis- 
apprehension as  to  the  real  state  of  the 
case.  The  desire  of  tho  Zulus  on  that 
point  has  been  ascertained,  and  it  is 
found  that    they   do   not  wish    to    be 

Dr.  Clark 


brought  under  Natal  laws.     It  is  rot, 
therefore,  intended  that  they  should  be 
annexed    to    Natal.     I    do    not     know 
whether  the  hon.  Memb  er  has  looked  at  tlie 
Eegulations  which  have  been  published 
by  Sir  Arthur  Havelock,  as  Governor  of 
Zululand,  under  the   powers  vested  in 
him    by  his    Commission.     But  I  am 
satisfied    that    if     th^    hon.    Member 
examines  them    he  will   see   that  the 
Natives  have  been  carefully  protected. 
In  the  first  place,  by  Hegulation  32, 
Native   Chiefs  in  Zululand   will  hare 
original  jurisdiction    according  to  the 
Native  Law  in  all  civil  and  criminal  cases 
between  Natives  and   their  own  tribes. 
I  fully  recognize  the  importance  of  the 
Land  Question ;  but  it  will  be  found  hy 
reference  to  the  Eegulations  that  tho 
right  of  allotting  land  is  vested  in  the 
Governor,  and  that   he   has   power  to 
appoint  a  Commission  for  the  purpose 
of  marking  off  boundaries,  and  so  forth. 
This  will  satisfy  the  hon.  Member,  as 
showing  that  the  Government  have  very 
carefully    protected  the    Natives,    and 
especially  on  the  burning  question  of 
the    land.     A    Commission    can,    and 
probably      will,      be      appointed     to 
examine  into  these  very  questions.    As 
to  Proviso  B,  I  have  stated  more  than 
once,  and  the  despatches  in  the  Blue 
Books  show,  that  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment have  given  that  question  their  very 
anxious  and  careful  consideration.    It 
is  impossible  to  turn  out  the  Boers  from 
that  part  of  Proviso  B,  because  they 
have  thoroughly  established  themselves 
there  and  have  good  titles,  which  the 
Government    have   undertaken  to  up- 
hold.    With  regard  to    the   Zulus  in 
that  district.    Her    Majesty's  Govern- 
ment   have    to    make    the    best    bar- 
gain they  can,  and,  as  far  as  possible, 
see  that    any   rights    the  Zulus  have 
are  protected.     Although  there  was  at 
£rst  a  great  feeling  against  Froyiso  B 
among  the  Zulu  Chiefs,  the  last  Seport 
I  had  was  that  that  feeling  is  subsiding, 
and  we  may  now  trust  that  no  difficulties 
will  arise  in  regard  to  Proyiso  B.    I 
agree  that  if  we  propose  any  such  plan 
as  buying  out  tho  Boers,  we  should  find 
the  prices  of  the  farms  rise   to  a  veiy 
large    price    indeed.      Her     Majesty's 
Government  have    done   their  best  to 
secure,  as  far  as  possible,  thatlhe  graves 
of    the    Chiefs    should    be    respected. 
Those  graves  are  not  the  graves  of  the 
great  Chiefs  of  the  present  Zulu  peaple. 
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as  was  at  first  supposed.  Sir  Arthur 
Ilavelock  dealt  with  the  whole  subject 
Iq  his  Despatch  of  May  6,  1887,  in 
which  he  said  that  the  graves  were  those 
of  Chiefs  who  held  a  comparatively  sub- 
ordiuate  position  with  regard  to  Chiefs 
of  larger  tribes;  but  he  thought  it 
desirable,  and  so  do  Her  Majesty's 
Government,  that  measures  should  be 
taken  to  secure  due  respect  to  these 
burial  places. 

Commander  BETHELL:  The  right 
hoD.  Gentleman  has  not  referred  to  the 
unoccupied  land. 

Sir  henry  HOLLAND:  I  pre- 
sume the  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman 
means  land  that  has  been  unoccupied  ? 

Commander  BETHELL:  I  refer  to 
the  farms  in  Proviso  B.  The  new  Re- 
public has  intimated  by  some  law  that 
the  rights  of  the  men  who  have  not 
taken  up  the  farms  will  lapse.  I  should 
like  to  know  to  whom  the  land  will 
go? 

Sir  henry  HOLLA.ND:  I  have 
not  had  that  question  finally  brought 
before  me  for  decision,  but  I  have  little 
or  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  the  land 
would  go  back  to  the  Zulus. 

Mr.  KIMBER  (Wandsworth):  I 
should  like  to  re-assure  my  hon.  and 
gallant  Friend  the  Member  for  the 
Holderness  Division  (Commander 
Bethell).  I  happened  to  be  travelling 
in  Natal  and  Zululand  at  the  time  this 
Treaty  was  being  negotiated,  and  I  can 
testify  to  the  careful  and  anxious  con- 
sideration given  to  all  the  points,  espe- 
cially to  those  which  affected  the  inte- 
rests of  the  Natives  by  the  Government. 
It  is  certainly  satisfactory  to  note  that 
when  all  the  lands  have  been  allotted  to 
the  Boers,  as  well  as  all  the  lands  in 
Proviso  B,  they  are  very  much  less  in 
total  than  the  quantity  of  lands  claimed 
by  the  Boers.  Sir  Arthur  Havelock  has 
been  very  helpless  in  this  matter,  be- 
cause the  lands  claimed  by  the  Boers 
were  given  to  them  by  the  Chiefs  in 
Zululand  themselves.  It  would  come  to 
this,  that  we  should  have  to  exert 
physical  force  to  compel  the  rescis- 
sion of  a  contract  entered  into  between 
parties  who  were  siii  juru.  Under  all 
the  circumstances,  therefore,  although 
the  partition  of  Zululand  is  not  that 
which  Englishmen  would  like  to  see 
come  about,  still  I  think  it  is  one  that, 
on  the  whole,  may  be  considered  to  have 
resulted  well  for  this  country. 

VOL.  COCXX.    [third  series,] 


Sir  GEORGE  CAMPBELL :  I  am 
glad  to  hear  the  statements  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Colonies.  I  think,  how- 
ever, he  will  agree  with  me  that,  looking 
at  the  Despatches,  I  was  justified  in 
falling  into  the  view  I  took  of  the 
arrangements  made  for  the  manage- 
ment of  the  affairs  of  Zululand.  As  I 
understand  Zululand  is  to  be  kept  in- 
dependent, I  beg  leave  to  withdraw  my 
Amendment. 

Dr.  CLARK :  I  hope  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  will  seriously  consider  the 
question  of  sending  Usibepu  back  to 
Zululand.  If  he  is  sent  back  it  will 
mean  civil  war.  I  trust  the  Government 
will  be  content  with  giving  him  a  pen- 
sion. The  great  bulk  of  the  people  were 
not  satisfied  with  the  annexation  ;  the 
King's  brothers  and  sons,  and  many 
Chiefs  were  all  opposed  to  it. 

Sir  henry  H0LL.4ND :  They  have 
all  assented  to  it  now. 

Dr.  CLARK:  They  have  all  gone 
into  the  new  Republic. 

Sir  henry  HOLLAND  :  No  ;  they 
have  all  come  out  of  it. 

Dr.  CLARK:  I  think  it  would  be 
better  to  give  Usibepu  a  pension  or  land 
in  the  Reserve,  but  do  not  let  him  go 
back  to  his  own  country,  or  it  will  simply 
mean  more  trouble.  Now,  with  regard 
to  Natal  let  me  say  this,  it  has  the  best 
history  of  all  British  Colonies  in  respect 
to  the  treatment  of  Natives.  My  only 
complaint  is  that  the  Natives  have  been 
treated  too  gingerly,  because  there  are 
such  Native  customs  yet  permitted  as 
the  buying  and  selling  of  wives. 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 
Original  Question  again  proposed. 

Sir  GEORGE  CAMPBELL :  Under 
Sub-head  D,  I  beg  to  move  to  reduce 
the  Vote  by  the  sum  of  £500,  being  part 
of  the  personal  allowance  to  the  High 
Commissioner.  I  may  say  at  once  that 
there  is  no  man  of  whom  I  have  a 
higher  opinion  than  I  have  of  Sir  Her- 
cules Robinson.  I  have  not  the  smallest 
wish  to  reduce  his  pay,  and  I  have  only 
made  this  Motion  with  the  object  of 
obtaining  information  from  the  Govern- 
ment with  regard  to  the  passing  of  a 
law  by  which  it  is  alleged  the  vast  por- 
tion of  the  Natives  of  the  Cape  Colony 
are  disenfranchised. 

Sir  henry  HOLLAND:  Perhaps 
I  may  be  allowed  to  interrupt  the  hou, 
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Gentleman.  The  Act  to  which  he  is 
now  referring  is  a  Cape  Act  and  has 
nothing  to  do  with  Bechuanaland.  The 
only  Vote  we  are  now  considering  is  the 
salary  of  Sir  Hercules  Kobinson.  As 
Governor  of  Bechuanaland  he  gets  no 
salary ;  but  gets  an  allowance  for  ex- 
penses, which  is  what  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man probably  wishes  to  reduce. 

Sir  GEOEGE  CAMPBELL:  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  has  me  there. 

Dji.  CLARK  :  I  see  there  is  an  item 
of  £500  for  cable  messages  sent  by  the 
High  Commissioner.  I  think  it  would 
be  better  if  some  discretion  were  used  in 
regard  to  these  cable  messages. 

SiE  HENRY  HOLLAND :  I  think  it 
is  rather  hard  that  any  observations 
should  be  made  upon  this  item,  espe- 
cially when  we  have  reduced  the  cost  of 
cable  telegrams  to  £1,500. 

Sir    GEORGE   CAMPBELL:     The 
Amendment  I  have  next  to  move  is  a 
more  serious  one    than   the  last ;   it  is 
to  reduce  the  Vote  by  £50,000,  part  of 
the  grant  for  Bechuanaland,  and  I  bring 
it  before  Her  Majesty's  Government  in 
the  hope  that  I  may  obtain  from  them 
some  information  with  regard  to  their 
policy  in  that  country.     When  we  went 
TO   Bechuanaland   we    had    no    settled 
policy;    we    drifted    into   our  position 
there,    and  I   am   anxious  to  discover 
whether  we  have  a  settled  policy  now 
that  we  are  there.  Now,  although  there 
maybe  a  reduction  in  the  Vote  this  year, 
still  the  Vote  is  very  large,  and  the  posi- 
tion is  such  as  to  involve  very  grave  risk 
in  the  future.     We  do  not  know  whe- 
ther in  the  future  it  may  not  amount  to 
millions,  and  therefore  I   think  it  de- 
sirable that  we  should  have  some  infor- 
mation from  the  Government  as  to  their 
policy.  Bechuanaland  is  not  only  a  very 
large  territory  in  itself,  but  its  margin 
is  almost  illimitable ;  and,  as  was  the 
other  day  stated  at  the  meeting  of  the 
British  Association,  **  Men  informed  on 
the  subject  are  utterly  without  intelli- 
gence as  to  the  boundaries  of  Bechuana- 
land."    The  attitude  taken  up  by  this 
country  must,  if  persisted  in,  inevitably 
lead  to  the   establishment  of    a  great 
British  Empire  in  the  interior  of  Africa; 
and  I  want  to  know  what  are  the  objects 
with  which  we  hold  this  territory — whe- 
ther Her  Majesty's  Government  propose 
further  extension  or  otherwise  ?  We  went 
to  Bechuanaland,  I  believe,  to  do  justice 

Sir  Rmry  Holland 


to  Montsioa  and  Mankoroane  in  the  first 
place ;  and,  secondly,  with  the  desire  to 
establish   a  trade  route    through    the 
country  with  the  Cape.      Certainly  the 
assistance  we  gave  the  Chiefs  has  been 
of  a  very   strange  and    unsatisf actor j 
kind,  for,  on  turning  to  the  Blue  Book8, 
I  find  that  their  pages  are  covered  with 
the  complaints  of  Mankoroane  and  Mont- 
sioa, who  are  very  dissatisfied  with  the 
way  in  which  they  have  been  treated. 
In  fact,   instead  of  establishing  these 
Chiefs,  whom  we  went  there  to  protect, 
we  have  reduced  them  to  the  position  of 
British  subjects  ;  we  have  taken  most  of 
their  land,  and  reduced  them  to  the  con- 
dition of  occupants,  of  reserves  as  in 
other  Colonies.  I  am  not  at  all  surprised 
at  their  complaining  of  the  treatment 
they  have  received.     It  is  rather  hard 
that  these  men  should  have  been  dealt 
with  thus  ;  they  were  depicted  as  vir- 
tuous Native  Chiefs,  and  yet  we  have 
reduced  them   to  the  position  I  have 
described.    Hence    these    pitiful  com- 
plaints, and  hence  it  is  that  Montsioa 
has  alleged,  with  or  without  truth,  that 
the  Europeans  have  been  '<  worse  than 
a  bad  neighbour  to  him."     Again,  the 
trade  route  with  the  Cape  Colony  is  not 
in  a  real  sense  an  Imperial  interest,  and 
I  am  very  much  inclined    to    protest 
against    the    heavy  cost    laid    on  the 
British  taxpayer  in  order  to  maintain 
our  influence  in  this  part  of  the  world. 
It  seems  to  me,  that  if   we  interfere 
we  must  make  up  our  minds  for  the 
establishment  of  our  dominion  in  Central 
Africa,  and  take  upon  ourselves  the  re- 
sponsibility of  administering  that  part 
of  the  country.    I  hope,  therefore,  we 
shall  learn  somethingf  rom  Her  Majesty's 
Government  as  to  their  real  intentions 
with  regard  to  Bechuanaland,  and,  with 
that  object,  I  beg  to  move  the  reduction 
of  this  Vote  by  tne  sum  of  £50,000. 

The  CHAIBMAN  :  I  point  oat  to 
the  hon.  Gentleman  that  the  balance  of 
the  Vote  is  only  £48,000. 

Sir  GEORGE  CAMPBELL :  Then  I 
will  move  the  reduction  of  the  Vote  by 
£40,000. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
'^That  Item  E^Grant  in  Aid,  Bri- 
tish Bechuanaland  —  be  redaoed  by 
£40,000."— (5ir  George  CampMi.) 

Dr.  CLARE:  I  am  afraid  I  must 
take  up  a  few  minutes  in  making  some 
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remarks  on  this  importaot  question.     If 
the  British  Goveramont  and  Imperial 
Parliament  will  take   upon  themselves 
the   government   of    large  numbers  of 
people,  we   must   be  prepared  to  give 
some  little  time,  at  any  rate,  to  the  con- 
sideration  of  their  needs.     Some  very 
important  decisions  have  been  come  to 
with  regard  to  this  territory,  and  there 
is  no  doubt  some   basis  for  the  com- 
plaints made  by  some  of   the  Chiefs. 
The  Land  Commission    has  given  its 
Eoport,  and  it  refers  to  three  classes  of 
interests  which  are  involved — first,  the 
interests  of  the  Stellalanders ;  secondly, 
British  interests;  and,  thirdly,  the  inte- 
rests of  the  Natives.     Now,  as  far  as 
the   Stellalanders  are  concerned,    they 
have  very  little   to  complain  of;  they 
have  practically   got  the   best  part  of 
Bechuanaland,      They    had  it    with  a 
restriction  with  regard  to  water  rights, 
and   they  are  leaving  the  country  in 
consequence,  but,  as  I   have  said,  they 
have  little  or  nothing  to  complain  of; 
with   regard   to   British   interests   they 
have  been   very  scurvily  treated;  but, 
passing  from  that  subject,  I  will  come  to 
the  third,  and  most  important,  part  of 
the  question.     I  can   assure   the  right 
hon.   Baronet  that  I  am  no  friend   of 
Montsioa,  whom  I  believe  I  characterized 
last  year  as  a  *' bloodthirsty  rascal;*' 
but  I  wish  to  point  out  with  regard  to 
Maakoroane's  people,  that   they  have 
not  got  enough  land  to  live  upon  com- 
fortably if  they  are  going  to  live  as  they 
have  iu  the  past.     Of  course,  I  know 
that,  to  a  large  extent,  the  Commission 
could  not  help  itself  in  this  matter ;  but 
the    fact    remains    that    Mankoroane's 
garden  ground  has  been  given  to  the 
Btellalandors ;  they  are  there,  and  you 
cannot  get  them  out  of  it.     Although  a 
portion  of  the  land    has    been    given 
away,  there  is  still  a  portion  which  has 
not  been  given  away  available ;  and  as 
I  have  said,  as  far  as  these  people  are 
concerned,  if  they  are  to  live  as  they 
have  in   the  past,    more  land  will  be 
wanted  by  them.     The  present  position  j 
of  Members  of  this  House  when  they 
ask  Questions  of  the  Government  is  yery 
unsatisfactory,  and  it  may  be  illustrated 
by  a  circumstance  in   connection  with 
Montsioa,  who  complained  that  a  Euro- 
pean  town  had  been  placed   near  his 
territory.   Now,  when  I  was  at  the  Cape, 
last  year,  I  found  that  this  town  was 


just  700  yards  away  from  Montsioa's 
land;  but  the  answer  given  in  this 
House,  when  the  matter  came  up  in  the 
form  of  a  Question,  was  that  it  was  two 
miles  away  from  the  place.  We  have 
taken  away  land  for  town  purposes  ;  the 
town  is  large  and  rapidly  growing ;  and 
it  will  probably  become  a  large  mining 
centre.  The  poor  Barolongs  will  pro- 
bably be  wiped  out.  These  people  have 
been  agriculturists ;  but  they  have  not 
now  enough  land  or  enough  water — 
what  land  they  have,  owing  to  the  want 
of  water,  is  rendered  practically  useless. 
Now,  one  thing  has  taken  place  lately 
to  which  I  strongly  object,  and  that  is 
the  taking  away  of  Border  farms  for  the 
purpose  of  giving  them  to  the  Constabu- 
lary. I  formed  a  good  opinion  of  the 
Bechuanaland  Police  when  I  was  at  the 
Cape,  and  I  do  not  think  the  Irish 
Police  were  superior  to  them ;  as  a 
matter  of  fact,  these  were  not  so  much  a 
police  force  as  a  military  force  under 
Sir  Charles  Warren.  However,  to  take 
away  this  land,  give  it  to  policemen,  and 
and  then  allow  them  to  hand  it  over  to 
substitutes,  is  an  act  which  I  cannot  but 
regard  as  a  very  great  blunder,  because 
you  are  simply  taking  away  land  which 
will  be  required  by  the  Barolongs.  The 
condition  of  Bechuanaland  is  very  un- 
satisfactory. You  are  going  to  spend 
out  of  the  £91,000  advanced  £78,000,  or 
nine-tenths  of  the  money,  for  the  main- 
tenance of  the  Border  police,  who,  I 
think,  at  the  present  time,  are  not 
wanted,  however  much  they  might  have 
been  when  Bechuanaland  was  taken 
away  from  the  Transvaal— when  the 
men  who  had  farms  lost  them  and  be- 
came outcasts,  and  were  told  to  get 
compensation  from  the  Transvaal  Go- 
vernment. But  the  men  who  were  then 
troublesome  have  left  the  place  years 
ago,  and  are  now  gold  diggers  500  or 
60U  miles  away ;  and  there  is  no  possi- 
bility or  chance  of  their  causing  further 
trouble.  There  is,  therefore,  no  neces- 
sity for  keeping  up  this  very  expensive 
police  force ;  and  I  suggest,  as  there 
has  been  nothing  done  for  Bechuanaland 
in  the  way  of  schools  and  other  matters 
necessary  to  progress,  that  the  money 
now  spent  on  the  police  should  be  ap- 
plied for  other  purposes  which  would 
tend  to  the  development  of  the  country. 
Our  Administrator,  Sir  Theophilus  Shep- 
stone,  is  doing  his  beet,  no  doubt,  under 
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the  circumstances  ;  but  he  has  combined 
two  offices  which  ought  to  be  kept  quite 
distinct — namely,  those  of  Deputy  Go- 
vernor and  Judge.  In  the  latter  capacity 
he  decided  privately  a  case  brought 
before  him  upon  evidence  got  outside. 
What  we  want  in  this  country  is  not  to 
have  a  man  acting  at  the  same  time 
both  as  civil  magistrate  and  adminis- 
trator ;  we  want  these  offices  discharged 
by  different  persons.  I  hope  that  next 
year  we  shall  not  be  called  upon  to 
spend  any  more  money  on  the  police 
force,  and  that  if  you  are  to  spend  money 
on  Bechuanaland  at  all  it  will  be  for 
the  development  of  the  resources  of  the 
country,  unless  you  are  going  to  change 
your  policy  and  hand  it  over  to  the  Cape 
Colony.  I  think  we  ought  to  lay  down 
some  definite  lines  of  policy  with  regard 
to  these  countries,  and  endeavour  to 
carry  them  out ;  and  I  have  suggested 
the  desirability  of  appointing  a  Com- 
mission with  the  object  of  trying  to 
bring  together  the  different  Colonies  in 
a  Customs  Union,  and  that  some  form 
of  confederation  should  be  given,  al- 
though I  am  aware  that  some  of  my 
hon.  Friends  were  opposed  to  the  idea, 
because  it  was  believed  that  the  Govern- 
ment would  send  out  men  of  the  Exeter 
Hall  type.  If  this  is  to  be  done,  the 
sooner  it  is  done  the  better,  because  I 
know  that  the  Dutch  and  English  have 
a  common  aim  and  object,  and  I  think 
might  help  each  other  in  developing 
civilization.  At  any  rate,  I  hope  that 
we  shall  see  before  long  a  more  com- 
plete fusion  than  exists  at  present  in 
these  South  African  lands. 

Sir  HENEY  HOLLAND :  I  agree 
with  the  hon.  Member  that  a  final  settle- 
ment of  South  African  affairs  can  best 
be  effected  by  the  hearty  co-operation 
of  the  Republics,  the  Cape  and  Natal, 
and  Her  Majesty's  Government ;  but  I 
think  that  the  first  step  in  bringing 
about  such  co-operation  ought  to  come 
from  the  other  side  of  the  water.  Any 
movement  from  this  country  would  be 
viewed  with  jealousy.  Her  Majesty's 
Government  would  be  most  anxious  to 
work  heartily  in  that  direction  if  any 
such  offer  were  made  to  them.  The 
observations  which  the  hon.  Gentleman 
has  made  with  regard  to  schools  and 
improvements  in  Bechuanaland  shall 
receive  my  best  consideration.  As  re- 
gards the  slaves,  that  question  has  not 
been  brought  before  me ;  but  I  will,  of 
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course,  make  inquiries  on  the  subject. 
The   hon.  Member    has  expressed  his 
belief  that  the  police  are  of  little  or  no 
use,  and  that  their  numbers  might  be 
very  largely  diminished.  I  differ  entirely 
from  the  hon.  Member  as  to  the  use  of 
the  police.    I  believe  that  they  are  of 
the  greatest  service  in  maintaining  law 
and  order.     But  I  am  glad  to  be  able 
to  state  that  a  considerable  diminution 
of  the  force  has  taken  place.     The  police 
have    been    reduced    from  500  to  300 
officers  and  men  in  April  last,  and  I 
hope  it  will  be  further  reduced  to  about 
200   officers    and    men   by  the    Ist  of 
October  next.     A  sum  at  the  rate  of 
£18,492  will  be  saved  by  these  reduc- 
tions.    I  attach  the  highest  importance 
to  the  police  farms  along  the  frontier, 
and  I  believe  that  they  not  only  are 
useful  in  keeping  peace  along  the  fron- 
tier, but  that  they  enable  the  force  to  be 
reduced,  as  I  have  before  stated. 

Dr.  CLAEK  :  Is  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman aware  that  nine-tenths  of  these 
farms  are  held  by  substitutes^  who  are 
generally  Boers  ? 

Sir  henry  HOLLAND  :  The  men 
or  their  substitutes  are  obliged  to  come 
out. 

Dr.  CLAHK  :  They  are  serving  now 
and  getting  pay  as  policemen. 

Sir  HENEY  HOLLAND :  I  am  not 
aware  that  such  is  the  ease.  It  is  in 
this  way  that  the  savings  to  which  I  have 
referred  have  been  effected.  I  believe 
that  at  the  present  time  there  is  no  feeling 
on  the  part  of  Montsioa  against  these 
farmers  on  the  frontier.  Possibly  a  cer- 
tain amount  of  hardship  hasbeen  inflicted 
by  the  invasion  of  Europeans ;  but  I 
should  like  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
hon.  Member  to  the  fact  that  if  it  had  not 
been  for  our  intervention  Montsioa  and 
Mankoroane  would  have  been  wiped  out 
by  the  Boers.  At  the  time  the  new 
Eepublics  were  started  by  the  Boers  in 
the  territories  of  these  Chiefs  no  attempt 
was  made  by  previous  GK>vemment8  to 
stop  their  proceedings.  During  a  pre- 
vious debate  on  the  subject  a  strong 
protest  was  made  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons on  behalf  of  the  Chiefs  who  had 
been  faithful  allies  of  this  oonntry,  and 
it  was  pointed  out  that  unless  steps  were 
taken  they  would  be  entirely  swept 
away.  It  was  owing  to  that  stronff  oppo- 
sition that  the  Government  of  the  day, 
the  Government  of  the  right  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Mid  Lothian  (Mr.  W.  B.  Glad- 
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stono),  (lid  then  somewhat  reluctantly 
intervene  to  secure  a  certain  amount  of 
territory  for  these  people.  The  hon. 
Member  for  Kirkcaldy  has  asked  what 
the  views  of  the  Government  are  with 
respect  to  the  retention  of  the  country. 
The  Government  propose  to  retain  what 
they  have.  They  do  not  propose  to  hand 
over  Bochuanaland  to  anyone.  The 
question  as  to  whether  the  Government 
are  prepared  to  accept  the  extension 
which  Sir  Charles  Warren  at  one  time 
advocated  to  the  Zambesi  is  one  of  very 
great  difficulty.  As  at  present  advised, 
however,  Her  Majesty's  Government  are 
not  prepared  to  take  any  further  steps 
to  extend  the  Protectorate  beyond  its 
present  limits.  I  do  not  think  it  possible 
to  give  any  further  pledge  to  the  House, 
because  the  position  of  affairs  in  those 
countries  changes  so  frequently,  and 
difficulties  crop  up  of  a  very  compli- 
cated character.  The  Government  feel 
that  if  they  accept  Sir  Charles  Warren's 
views  and  extend  the  Protectorate 
to  the  Zambesi  they  may  find  them- 
selves in  a  difficulty,  as  to  questions 
which  may  arise  respecting  boundaries 
of  the  Chiefs  Khama  and  Lo  Bengula. 
The  Government  therefore  propose  to 
rota  in  what  they  have,  and,  unless  forced 
to  do  so,  to  take  no  more.  As  to  the 
complaints  of  Montsioa  and  Mankoroane 
in  the  Blue  Books,  I  say  concessions 
have  been  made,  and  I  do  not  believe 
at  the  present  time  either  Chief  has 
any  real  cause  for  grumbling. 

Sir  GEORGE  CAMPBELL:  I  am 
afraid  I  am  not  much  wiser  as  regards 
the  future  policy  of  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment by  what  wo  have  been  told. 
I  have  no  doubt  that  Her  Majesty's 
Government  do  not  intend  to  extend 
this  territory  if  they  can  help  it.  With 
regard  to  the  case  of  Montsioa  and 
Mankoroane,  I  must  say  it  is  very  much 
worse  than  I  supposed  it  to  be.  It  is 
emphatically  stated  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  that  these  allies  of  ours  are 
about  to  be  improved  off  the  face  of  the 
earth  because,  as  he  tells  us,  they  have 
been  deprived  of  their  land  for  mining 
purposes. 

Sib  henry  HOLLAND  :  I  did  not 
say  80.  The  hon.  Member  entirely  mis- 
represents what  I  said. 

Dr.  CLARK  :  In  Bechuanaland  we 
interfered  when  it  was  too  late ;  in  Zulu- 
land  we  did  the  same.  Let  me  point 
out  that  this  question  of  the    White 


man  going  North  and  the  Black  man 
going  South  requires  regulation.  You 
have  Tongaland,  where  the  same  thing 
may  occur,  and  you  have  Swaziland 
and  other  territories  to  which  adventurers 
are  going.  Then  there  is  the  question 
of  the  boundary  between  the  territory 
of  one  of  the  most  powerful  Chiefs 
in  South  Africa,  and  the  territory  of  the 
most  Northern  tribe  of  Bechuanas. 
The  time  has  come  when  you  should  lay 
down  conditions  to  let  all  White  ad- 
venturers know  that  though  you  white- 
washed some  of  their  class  in  Bechuana- 
land and  Zululand,  you  will  not  for  the 
future  recognize  their  doings.  You 
should  let  them  know  that  it  is  your 
intention  to  interfere  in  the  early  stages 
and  not  when  interference  can  do  no 
good. 

TuE  CHAIRMAN :  Does  the  hon. 
Gentleman  withdraw  his  Motion  ? 

Sir  GEORGE  CAMPBELL :  Yes. 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 
Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to, 

(8)  £1,000,  to  complete  the  sum  for 
Cyprus,  Grant  in  Aid. 

Mr.  CONYBEARE  :  I  just  want  to 
ask  one  question  in  reference  to  this 
Vote.  I  have  been  looking  at  the  Report, 
and  it  appears  from  the  statement 
therein  contained  that  the  revenue  of 
Cyprus  is  £170,000  odd,  and  the 
expenditure  111,000,  leaving  a  surplus 
of  £61,000,  odd.  The  subsidy  we 
have  to  pay  to  Turkey  is  £92,745, 
which  leaves  a  balance  to  be  provided 
for  elsewhere  than  out  of  the  revenue  we 
receive  from  the  Island  of  £31,712.  The 
Vote  asked  for  in  the  Estimates  is  only 
£18,000,  and  I  confess  it  is  not  clear 
to  my  mind  where  the  difference  comes 
from.  However,  that  is  not  the  most 
important  point  to  which  I  want  to 
direct  the  attention  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  or,  rather,  to  ask  informa« 
tion  upon.  What  I  desire  to  know  is 
whether  these  payments  which  we  have  to 
make  to  Turkey  are  to  go  on  for  ever,  or 
whether  they  are  limited  to  any  par- 
ticular term  ?  Are  they  to  go  on  in- 
creasing or  decreasing— can  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  hold  out  any  hope  that 
the  Island  will  be  of  the  slightest  value 
to  us  financially,  or  can  he  say  whether 
the  burden  imposed  on  this  country  will 
continue  in  the  future  as  it  has  been  in 
the  past  ?  I  presume  that  the  Island 
has  been  a  sort  of  a  military  depot,  but 


1455  Supply —  Ctvil 


{COMMONS} 


Service  £!$timat$9. 


!4.:6 


Mr.  JACKSON :  I  believe  it  is  a  per- 
manent charge.  A  certain  pension  was 
granted  to  particular  individuals  in  view 
of  the  taking  over  of  the  printing  of 
almanacs. 

Colonel  NOIAN  :  Does  the  Secretary 
to  the  Treasury  think  that  the  people  in 
respect  of  whom  these  pensions  were 
granted  are  alive  ?  I  wish  to  draw 
attention  to  one  item  in  this  Vote.  I 
find  that  wo  have  here  an  item  respect- 
ing persons  who  gave  assistance  to  the 
British  Army  in  1808  and  1814,  the 
amount  being  £270.  It  appears,  there- 
fore, that  the  latest  of  these  services 
were  rendered  73  years  ago,  and,  in 
order  to  qualify  themselves  for  the 
money,  the  people  must  at  the  time 
they  rendered  the  assistance  have  been 
14  years  of  age.  That  would  make  the 
recipients  of  the  grant  87  years  old  at 
least.  I  think  it  is  a  very  likely  circum- 
stance indeed  that  people,  under  this 
state  of  facts,  are  going  on  drawing 
their  annuities  long  after  they  are  dead. 
At  any  rate,  I  think  there  is  fair  ground 
for  asking  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
to  give  some  attention  to  the  matter 
with  the  view  of  ascertaining  whether 
the  recipients  of  the  pension  are  alive. 

Mil.  JACKSON :  I  quite  agree  with 
the  hon.  and  gallant  Member  that  this 
is  a  case  which  the  Treasury  might  very 
properly  look  into.  Before  coming  down 
to  the  House  I  did  make  some  inquiries 
into  the  matter.  I  am  assured  that 
the  items  are  carefully  examined  and 
looked  into,  and  that  the  persons  entitled 
to  this  money  are  themselves  receiving 
it.  As  the  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman 
will  understand,  the  number  of  persons 
who  receive  the  payments  is  a  diminish- 
ing quantity.  I  believe  that  the  atten- 
tion which  has  been  from  time  to  time 
drawn  to  this  matter  has  been  of  great 
service.  It  has  shown  the  evils  which 
have  arisen  under  the  present  system ; 
and  I  now  hope  that  we  shall  hear  no 
more  of  pensions  being  paid  to  persons 
long  since  dead. 

An  hon.  Memheh:  How  old  are  the 
persons  receiving  these  pensions  ? 

Me.  JACKSON :  I  do  not  know  when 
they  were  born. 

Vote  agreed  to. 

Class  VII. — Miscellaneous. 

(15.)    Motion    made,    and    Question 
proposed, 


"That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £19,053,  bo 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  completo  the  sum 
necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come 
in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on 
the  31st  day  of  March  1888,  for  the  Salaries 
and  Incidental  Expenses  of  Temporary  Com- 
missions and  Committeea,  including  Special 
Inquiries." 

Mr.  CALDWELL  (Glaagow,  St.  Bol. 
lox) :  Mr.  Courtney,  upon  this  Vote  I 
feel  bound  to  refer  to  the  action  of  the 
Endowed  School  Commissioners  in  re- 
ference to  Hutcheson's  Charity  in  Glas- 
gow.    I  have  no  fault  to  find  with  the 
Commissioners  perEonally,  but  only  with 
the  policy  they  have  adopted.  The  other 
day  I  presented  to  this  House  a  Petition 
signed  by  the  Preceptor  of   the  Roval 
Incorporation  of  Hutcheson's  Hospital 
finding  fault  with  the  manner  in  which 
the  scheme  for    that    endowment  has 
been  framed  and  carried  out.   I  need  not 
go  into  the  particulars  of  that  Petition, 
as  a  copy  of  it  was  sent  to  every  Scotch 
Member,  and  the  Petition  itself  is  be- 
fore the  House  ;  but  I  will  refer  briefly 
to  its  terms.    In  1641  the  Hutchesons 
bequeathed  a  considerable  sum  of  money, 
first  of  all,  for  the  support  of  12  indigent 
men  who  by  misfortune  had  been  re- 
duced in  circumstances;  and,  secondly, 
for  the  education  and  maintenance  of 
12  boys,  sons  of  burgesses,  who  had 
either  lost    their    parents,    or    whose 
parents  were  unable  to  maintain  them. 
The  bequest  has  so  increased  in  value 
that  the  annual  income  now  derived  by 
theCharity  is  upwards  of  £18,000.  While 
the  income  of    the  Charity  has    thus 
largely  increased  from  1641,  the  popula- 
tion of  the  City  of  Olasgow  has  increased 
in  equal  ratio,  and  the  result  is  the  en- 
dowment is  no  greater  in  proportion  to 
the  population   then  it  was  in    1641. 
From  time  immemorial  this  Fund  was 
divided  into  two  parts ;  two-thirds  were 
devoted  to  pensioners.,  and  one-third  to 
the  purposes  of  education.     In  1872  an 
Act  of  Parliament  was  passed  regulating 
this  endowment,   and  in  that  Act   of 
Parliament  it  was  prescribed  that  a  sum 
not  exceeding  two-thirds  should  go  to 
pensioners,   and  a  sum  not  exceeding 
one-third  should  go  to  education.    The 
Endowment  Commissioners  came  into 
existence,  and  these  Commissioners  were 
anxious  to  secure  as  much  as  possible  of 
this  endowment  for  the  purpose  of  edu- 
cation.   Under   a  scheme  which  they 
framed  three-fifths  of  the  money  goes 
for  pensions;  and  two-fifths  for  educa- 
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tional  purposes.  The  effect  of  this 
change  on  the  part  of  the  Commissioners 
is  that  £900  which  should  go  annually 
to  pensioners  is  devoted  to  the  purposes 
of  education.  Now,  the  pensions  were 
to  be  given  to  a  particular  class  of  the 
community — a  most  deserving  class  of 
the  community — namely — 

"  To  citizens  of  Ctlasgow,  or  persons  who,  in 
the  estimation  of  the  Patrons,  mis;ht  he  con- 
sidered needful  and  deserving  of  aid,  and  who 
should  have  carried  on  business  or  trade  in 
Glasgow  for  some  time,  and,  to  some  extent, 
on  their  own  account,  with  credit  and  reputa- 
tion, or  who  should  have  been  in  any  way  the 
means  of  promoting  the  prosperity  of  the  city, 
who  by  misfortune  have  been  reduced  in  cir- 
cumstances, and  to  the  widows  and  daughters 
of  persons  of  the  above  description,  whose  cir- 
cumstances the  Patrons  might  consider  called 
for  such  assistance." 

The  Committee  will  observe  that  this 
class  of  pensions  are  a  class  very  much 
neglected  in  this  country.  These  people 
have  seen  better  days;  have  been  re- 
duced in  circum^ances,  and  any  money 
left  for  their  benefit  ought  to  be  very 
jealously  guarded.  Then,  again,  the 
money  applied  to  the  purposes  of  educa- 
tion has  been  applied  in  a  manner  which 
certainly  does  not  occur  to  many  to  be 
right.  The  Commissioners  seem  to  have 
concluded  that  the  bequest  was  princi- 
pally intended  for  the  middle  classes, 
and  they  have  acted  accordingly.  The 
result  of  their  action  is  that  there  are 
on  the  South  side  of  Glasgow,  under 
this  endowment,  two  first  class  schools, 
one  for  boys  and  another  for  girls.  As 
regards  the  management  of  the  schools 
I  have  nothing  but  the  highest  praise ; 
but  what  I  want  to  point  out  to  the  Com- 
mittee is,  that,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  these 
schools  are  practically  a  saving  to  the 
ratepayers  of  Glasgow.  There  are 
similar  schools  on  the  North  side  of 
Glasgow.  In  all  these  schools  elemen- 
tary and  secondary  education  is  given. 
The  only  difference  between  the  schools 
is,  that  the  schools  on  the  North  side  of 
the  City  are  provided  at  the  expense  of 
tho  local  rates,  and  those  on  the  South 
81  Jo  are  provided  at  the  expense  of  funds 
that  were  bequeathed  for  the  education 
and  maintenance  of  boys  who  have  either 
lost  their  parents,  or  whose  parents  are 
unable  to  maintain  them.  The  objection 
that  is  taken  to  the  present  scheme  is 
that  a  most  deserving  class  of  persons 
are  deprived  of  £900  a-year.  The 
interests  of  tho  pensioners  conflict  with 


the  educational  interests.  The  just 
demands  of  the  pensioners  cannot  now 
be  complied  with,  though  on  the  dlstof 
December  last  the  Commissioners  had  a 
balance  of  upwards  of  £1,000.  Now,  I 
want  to  impress  upon  the  Committee 
the  fact  that  these  schools  on  the  South 
side  of  Glasgow  are  an  absolute  necessity. 
They  are  required  in  the  locality.  This 
is  self-evident  because  the  Commis- 
sioners would  not  be  warranted  in  es- 
tablishing the  schools  in  the  locality  if 
they  were  not  required.  If  these  schools 
are  required  in  the  locality  their  exist- 
ence simply  means  a  saving  to  the  rate- 
payers. If  these  schools  were  not  there 
the  City  of  Glasgow  would  have  to  pro- 
vide others  of  exactly  the  same  descrip- 
tion. These  funds  are  being  appro- 
priated for  the  purpose  of  saving  the 
ratepayers  of  the  City  of  Glasgow  who 
would  otherwise  be  obliged  to  provide 
schools.  The  Imperial  taxpayer  is  also 
saved  something.  Now,  according  to 
the  Education  Act  of  1872  the  Scotch 
Education  Department  are  entitled  to 
give  grants  of  money  to  any  school 
required  in  a  locality.  If  the  Depart- 
ment have  come  to  the  conclusion  thai 
these  schools  are  required  for  the  locality, 
there  is  no  reason  why  they  ought  not 
to  be  maintained  out  of  public  money. 
What  would  be  the  amount  of  public 
money  required?  I  suppose  there  are 
only  about  2,000  scholars,  so  that  be- 
tween £1,600  and  £2,000  a-year  would 
be  required.  The  sum  in  dispute  be- 
tween the  pensioners  on  the  one  hand 
and  the  educational  interests  on  the 
other,  is  £900  a  year.  There  can  be  no 
reason  whatever  why  funds  granted  for 
purely  benevolent  purposes  should  be 
entirely  used  for  the  purpose  of  serving 
local  and  Imperial  taxpayers,  and  I  do 
not,  of  course,  expect  that  at  this  period 
of  the  Session  and  upon  this  Vote,  the 
Lord  Advocate  (Mr.  J.  H.  A.Macdonald) 
can  ^o  into  the  merits  of  this  matter, 
but  I  have  brought  it  before  his  notice 
in  the  hope  that  during  the  Becess  it 
will  receive  the  serious  attention  of  the 
Scotch  Education  Department.  That 
funds  bequeathed  for  the  benefit  of  de- 
serving poor  and  sons  of  burgesses, 
should  be  applied  to  the  purposes  of 
secondary  education  for  the  middle  and 
upper  classes,  and  for  saving  the 
pockets  of  the  local  and  Imperial  tax- 
payers, is  a  matter  deserying  of  serious 
attention.    There  is  great  pressure  on 
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the  Hutoheaons  Trust  from  those  poor 
poople  who  havG  soen  better  days  and 
are  in  reduced  circuinetances.  It  would 
bo  a  very  great  advantage  if  £900  more 
were  available  for  them,  and  what  they 
ask  is  that  this  sum  should  be  again 
devoted  to  their  relief. 

Mr.  J.  A.  CAMPBELL  (Glasgow 
and  Aberdeen  Universities)  :  I  should 
like  to  be  permitted  to  offer  a  few  obser- 
vations in  reply  to  the  speech  of  my  hon. 
Friend  (Mr.  Caldwell).  I  have  the 
honour  to  be  one  of  the  Commissioners 
whose  work  he  has  been  assailing.  In 
answering  him,  I  wish  to  acknowledge 
most  thoroughly  that  the  Hutchoson 
Charity  has  done  a  very  great  amount 
of  good,  and  I  have  no  fault  whatever 
to  find  with  what  is  called  the  pension 
part  of  that  institution.  It  is  an  evidence 
also  that  this  great  endowment  has  been 
in  careful  hands,  that  as  the  hon.  Gen- 
tlemen (Mr.  Caldwell)  has  shown,  the 
endowment  has  grown  from  a  sum  of 
about  £4,000  in  the  middle  of  the  17th 
century  to  a  sum  yielding  £13,500  per 
annum  at  this  moment.  The  Educa- 
tional Endowments  Commissioners  have 
had  to  deal  with  this  as  with  other  en- 
dowments affecting  education.  The 
allegations  or  charges  that  are  made 
against  the  Commissioners  in  this  case, 
as  stated  in  the  Petition  from  the 
patrons  of  Hutchesons'  Hospital,  or  the 
trustees  or  managers  of  the  charity 
part  of  this  endowment,  are  three  in 
number.  The  first  is,  that  the  Commis- 
sioners have  made  an  unfair  apportion- 
ment of  the  endowment  between  charity 
and  education ;  secondly,  that  the  share 
they  have  given  to  education  has  been 
proved  to  be  excessive ;  and,  thirdly, 
that  the  education  they  have  given  is  a 
misapplication  of  the  endowment.  These, 
I  think,  are  the  three  charges  brought 
against  the  Commissioners.  Now,  Mr. 
Courtney,  I  have  to  explain  that  the 
duties  of  the  Educational  Endowments 
Commissioners  wore  set  forth  in  the  Act 
of  Parliament  which  appointed  the  Com- 
mission. The  Commissioners  were  ap- 
pointed with  three  objects.  One  was  to 
extend  the  usefulness  of  the  educational 
endowments ;  the  second  was  to  carry  out 
more  fully  the  spirit  of  the  founders'  in- 
tentions in  these  endowments ;  and  the 
third  was  to  make  these  endowments, 
as  far  as  possible,  available  for  higher 
education  of  a  suitable  kind.  Now, 
there  was  a  special  provision  in  the  Act 

Mr,  Caldwell 


regarding  what  are  called  mixed  endow- 
ments— that  is,  endowments  which  are 
not  wholly  educational.  With  regard 
to  these  the  Commissioners  were  em- 
powered to  fix  the  proportion  to  be  ap- 
plied to  education  subject  to  certain 
directions  in  the  Act,  and  also  sub- 
ject to  a  certain  check.  The  directions 
which  were  given  them  were  that  they 
were  to  consider  what  had  been  the 
practice  in  the  conduct  of  the  endow- 
ment, but  not  necessarily  to  be  guided 
by  that  practice.  They  had  to  look 
beyond  toe  practice  to  what  was  stated 
in  the  original  foundation.  Now,  my 
hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Caldwell)  has  referred 
to  an  Act  of  Parliament  of  1872,  regu- 
lating the  Hutcheson  Trust.  That  was 
a  private  Act,  under  which  the  Gover- 
nors applied  at  least  one  third  of  their 
income  to  education,  and  the  remainder 
to  charity.  But  the  Educational  Endow- 
ments Commissioners  had  to  g^  beyond 
this  private  Act ;  they  had  to  consider 
the  proportion  which  .  ought  to  have 
been  appropriated  and  applied  to  educa- 
tion according  to  the  express  directions 
of  the  original  foundation.  Now,  when 
we  look  back  to  the  original  foundation, 
what  do  we  find?  We  find  that  the 
Hutchesons  originally  gave  for  charity 
£2,295,  and  for  education  £1,722, 
making  in  all  just  over  £4,000;  43  per 
cent,  therefore,  of  the  total  was,  by  the 
original  bequest,  appropriated  to  educa- 
tion. Now,  the  Act  of  Parliament, 
which  was  founded  upon  what  had  been 
the  practice  of  the  trust  for  some  time, 
applied  at  least  one  third  to  education, 
which  was  33^  per  cent,  instead  of 
43  per  cent,  which  was  the  original  pro- 
portion. But,  in  giving  evidence  b^ore 
the  Commissioners  as  to  the  proportion 
which  had  been  devoted  to  education, 
the  Chairman  of  the  Trustees— who  is 
called  the  Preceptor — stated,  and  he 
spoke  for  the  managers  of  the  charity, 
that  the  endowment  gave  rather  more 
than  ]'>2  for  charity,  and  rather  less 
than  x\  for  education.  Now,  taking  his 
statement  we  find  that  the  original  en- 
dowment gave  41 1  per  cent  for  educa- 
tion. The  Commissioners,  looking  into 
the  whole  case,  came  to  the  concTosion 
that  the  proper  proportion  to  give  was 
two-fifths  for  education — that  is,  40  per 
cent,  a  little  less  than  the  trusteea  of  the 
charity  had  acknowledged  was  the  pro* 
portion  originally.  The  trustees  them* 
selves,  through  their  chairman,  ttftked 
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i  that  t vo-thirds  for  education  was  a  shade 
I  too  little.     It  is  said  in  the  Petition  that, 
•  although  they  have  given  only  one-third 
f  for  education,  they  have  spent  a  capital 
Bum   of  from   £35,000   to   £38,000  on 
school  buildings.     But  it  appears  that 
that  sum  would  not  do  more  than  make 
up— it  would  not  as  much  as  make  up — 
for  the  shortcomings  in  the  apportion- 
ment to  education  during  the  many  years 
"before  their  Act  of  Parliament  was  ob- 
tained.    The  Commissioners  then,  after 
hearing  the   evidence  of  the   trustees, 
arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  a  fair  ap- 
portionment would  be  two-fifths  to  edu- 
cation and  three-fifths  to  charity.    Now, 
it  is  stated  in  the  Petition  that  the  Com- 
missioners exceeded  their  powers;  but 
I  have  said  that  the  Act  of  Parliament 
under  which  the  Commissioners  proceed 
gives  them  not  only  directions  what  to 
do  in  the  case  of  a  mixed  endowment,  but 
prescribes  a  check  upon  them  if  they  go 
wrong.     The  check  is  that  those  who 
feel  aggrieved  may  go  to  the  Court  of 
Session  with  their  complaint.     If  the 
Commissioners  have  done  wrong  in  this 
case,  why  did  not  the  managers  of  the 
charity  apply  to  the  Court  of  Session  ? 
It  is  an  open  secret  that  they  took  coun- 
sel's opinion.    They  applied  for  the  opi- 
nion of  counsel  as  to  whether  they  had  a 
case  to  go  with  to  the  Court  of  Session. 
What  answer  they  got  I  do  not  know  ; 
but  the  fact  is  that  they  did  not  go  to 
the  Court  of  Session,  and  this  scheme 
came  into  operation  two  years  ago.    The 
time  for  making  a  complaint  was  when 
the  scheme  was  published.     The  second 
complaint  made   against  the  Commis- 
sioners is  that  the  proportion  they  have 
g^iven  is  shown  to  be  excessive  because 
there  is  a  considerable  balance  on  hand. 
"Why,  Mr.  Courtney,  is  there  a  balance 
on    hand  ?    I  may  say  it  is   a  matter 
Mvith    which    the    Commissioners   have 
nothing  to   do.     If  there  is  any  com- 
|>laint  it  should  be  brought  against  the 
governing  body  who  are  now  in  charge 
of  the  educational  part  of  the  endow- 
anent.     It  is  no  part  of  my  duty  to  ex- 
plain  or  defend  the  existence  of  that 
l)alanoe,  but  the  defence  is  not  difficult. 
7he  balance  arises  from  the  fact  that, 
ctlthough  the  scheme  has  been  in  ope- 
3ration  for  two  years,  it  is  not  yet  in 
:full  operation  in  the  sense  of  having 
^11   its  bursaries  allocated.     This  is   a 
acheme  which,  besides  maintaining  two 
schools,   has  an    elaborate    system    of 


bursaries  and  scholarships.     There  are 
200    foundationships,     and    there    are 
218  bursaries  and  scholarships.     These 
are  tenable  for  two    or  three    years, 
and   the    governing    body    have   done 
wisely    in    not   awarding  all   of  them 
the  first  year.     Because  the  whole  of 
the    bursaries    and    scholarships    hare 
not    been    given    there    is    a    balance 
in  hand.     It  is  of  importance  for  the 
governing  body  to   have  a  balance  in 
hand  at  the  beginning  of  a  work  of  this 
kind.      They  have  no  capital  fund  or 
reserve  fund  to  fall  back  upon  in  case  of 
any  extra  expenditure,  and  the  saving 
they  have  been  enabled  to  make  in  the 
first  two  years  of  their  existence  from 
the  bursaries  and  scholarships  not  being 
all  taken  up  provides  them  with  a  mode- 
rate reserve  fund,  which  will  be  of  essen- 
tial use  to  them  in  carrying  on  these  two 
large  schools.     Now,  it  remains  for  me 
to  notice  the  third  complaint,  which  is 
that  the  quality  of  education  given  in 
these  two  schools  is  not  suitable ;  that, 
in  the  words  of  the  Petition,    a  fi;reat 
part  of  the  money  is  expended  on  educa- 
tion of  a  higher  class  than  the  founders 
intended.     My  hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Cald- 
well) has  spoken  of  the  founders  having 
given  their  money  for  the  benefit  of  the 
poor,   but    there    are  poor  and    poor. 
There  are  different  classes  of  poor,  and 
the  poor  the  founders  had  in  view  were 
the  sons  of  burgesses.     Now,  the  bur- 
gesses of  the    17th  century   were  not 
paupers.     A  burgess  was  understood  to 
be  a  man  in  a  position  to  be  in  business 
for  himself,  and  it  was  for  the  benefit  of 
the  sons  of  poor  burgesses,  or  decayed 
burgesses,    that  this  money  was  left. 
What  is  the  kind  of  education  that  is 
given?    One  would  imagine,  from  the 
expressions  in  the  Petition,  that  it  is  a 
very  expensive  education,  but  the  fees  in 
the  Grammar  Schools  under  this  Trust 
range  from  22«.  6d.  to  40«.  a-quarter. 
Such  are  the  fees  which  are  drawn  from 
the    day    scholars    who    attend    these 
schools.    The  complaint  that  is  made 
would  lead  one  to  suppose  that  those 
who  make  the  complaint  had  themselves, 
when  they  had  charge  of  the  money, 
aimed  at  something  entirely  different. 
Now,   the    original   prospectus  of  the 
governors — those  who  make  this  com- 
plaint— contains  a  sentence  to  the  effect 
that— 

"  This  Edaoational  Institution  is  intended  to 
reproduce  in  its  best  form  the  old  Grammar 
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School,  whore,  in  former  days,  a  superior  educa- 
tion was  to  be  had  at  a  moderate  fee ;  where  the 
children  of  country  gentlemen,  professional  men, 
tradesmen,  and  arti/ans  were  educated  side  by 
side,  and  preparcd'either  for  the  University  or 
commercial  life." 

That  was  the  aim  which  the  Directors  of 
this  Charity  had  when  they  started  this 
school  12  3'ears  a^co ;  and  now,  when  the 
school  is  carried  on  by  a  new  governing 
body,  with  the  same  object  in  view,  the 
old  trustees  complain  that  an  education 
is  being  given  of  an  entirely  different 
kind  from  what  was  intended  by  the 
founders.  I  hope  the  Committee  will 
have  no  hesitation  in  declining  to  be 
moved  by  the  representations  of  my  hon. 
Friend. 

Mb.  CALDWELL  :  In  answer  to 
what  has  been  stated  by  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  the  Glasgow  and  Aberdeen 
Universities  (Mr.  J.  A.  Campbell),  I 
must  point  out  that  ho  has  not  taken 
into  sufficient  consideration  the  import- 
ant fact  that  there  was  expended  on  the 
new  buildings  the  sum  of  £35,000. 
That  money,  at  4  per  cent  interest, 
would  have  yielded  about  £1,400 
a-year.  It  is  all  very  well  to  go  back 
to  the  year  1641  to  try  and  discover 
what  was  the  proportion  for  education, 
and  now  ask  the  pensioners  of  the  pre- 
sent day  to  recoup  all  that  has  been  ex- 
pended between  then  and  now.  Why 
should  the  present  pensioners  be  called 
upon  to  refund  sums  of  money  that  have 
been  expended  upon  pensions  for  the 
last  200  years  ?  Was  there  ever  such  a 
thing  done  in  this  country  before  ?  To 
say  that  the  pensioners  of  the  present 
day  should  be  punished  because  the 
pensioners  of  a  former  period  received 
too  much  money  is  absurd.  These 
buildings  are  modern  buildings — the 
girls'  school  is  an  entirely  modern  build- 
ing—and they  cost  £35,000.  The  Com- 
missioners say  they  must  take  into  con- 
sideration the  fact  that  £35,000  has 
been  spent  on  the  buildings.  Supposing 
the  Commissioners  had  taken  that  into 
consideration,  two-tbirds  and  one-third 
would  have  been  nearer  the  mark. 
Then,  with  regard  to  education  at  a 
grammar  school.  I  pointed  out  that 
Mr.  Ilutcheson  had  given  the  money 
that  the  boys  might  be  educated  at  the 
Grammar  School  at  Glasgow — not  in 
order  to  provide  a  school.  Now,  I  say 
that  the  school  board  schools  at  Glasgow 
would  bo  quite  sufficient  for  the  persons 
referred  to  in  the  instrument  governing 
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this  foundation.  These  children  do  &/. 
require  special  school  accommodatioi 
for  them  ;  and  the  directions  of  tke 
school  deed  would  be  sufficiently  pro- 
vided for  and  carried  out  if  they  w«re 
educated  in  the  school  board  schools  d 
Glasgow. 

Mr.  sexton  (Belfast,  W.) :  In  this 
Vote  we  find  the  details  of  the  expense 
of  a  number  of  Commissions,  indicated 
by  various  letters  of  the  alphabet,  don 
to  the  letter  J.  Then,  under  the  letter 
K,  we  have  a  Vote  of  £7,000  "  for  Com. 
missions  not  specifically  provided  for.*' 
Now,  I  object  to  vote  this  sum  for  Com- 
missions that  we  know  nothing  of,  and 
as  to  the  objects  of  which  we  have  no 
information.  I  do  not  think  that  £7,(M>J 
should  be  voted  without  some  more 
definite  statement  of  the  purpose  to 
which  it  is  to  be  applied.  Then  ther« 
are  two  or  three  CfommlssionB,  the  ex- 
penditure on  which  is  provided  for  bj 
this  Vote,  on  which  I  should  like  to  saj 
a  few  words.  There  is  a  sum  takea  for 
the  Dublin  Hospitals  Oommission.  Now, 
that  Commission  lapsed  in  1886-7;  and, 
therefore,  I  fail  to  see  why  any  ezpea* 
diture  on  account  of  it  should  appear  in 
this  Vote.  I  observe  that  the  Commis- 
sioners  on  the  Educational  Endowments 
(Ireland)  Commission  are  paid  salaries 
of  £700  a-year  each»  white  the  three 
Commissioners  on  the  Irish  Public  Worb 
Commission  receive  10  guineas  per  day. 
I  do  not  know  why  there  should  be  this 
disparity  in  the  remuneration  of  the 
members  of  the  two  Ck>mmission9.  I 
know  that  the  members  of  the  Educa- 
tional Endowments  Oommission  are  per- 
sons of  the  greatest  eminence  in  Ireland ; 
and  I  cannot  understand  why  they  should 
be  paid  only  £700  a-year  each,  while  so 
much  higher  a  remuneration  is  given  to 
the  members  of  the  other  OommiBdon; 
unless,  indeed,  the  explanation  be  that 
the  members  of  the  latter  Oommission 
are  Englishmen  and  the  members  of  the 
former  are  only  Irishmen.  Then  I  find 
that  the  Secretary  of  the  EducatioDal 
Endowments  Commission  is  paid  £500 
a-year,  while  the  Secretary  of  the  Public 
Works  Commission  is  only  paid  £300 
a-year.  Why  should  the  low  paid 
Commission  have  a  highly  paid  Secre- 
tary, while  the  highly  paid  Oommis' 
sioners  have  a  Secretly  with  a  salaiyof 
only  £300  a-year?  iSien  there  is  tt 
expense  of  £700  for  shorthand  writiBl 
in  connection  with  one  Oommission  m 
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for  £800  in  connection  with  the  other. 
How  and  where  are  the  shorthand 
writorK  procured  ?  Do  the  Government 
nominate  them,  or  are  they  taken  out 
of  the  newspaper  offices ;  and,  if  so,  out 
of  what  office  ?  I  hope  we  shall  not  find 
that  shorthand  writing  in  Ireland  is 
made  a  matter  of  Party  or  political 
favour  or  patronage.  I  should  certainly 
be  glad  to  find  that  shorthand  writers 
are  taken  fairly  from  different  news- 
papers of  different  politics,  and  were 
not  taken  from  newspapers  of  only  one 
colour.  Then  there  is  another  point. 
I  see  that  only  £400  a-year  is  taken  for 
the  travelling  expenses  of  the  Educa- 
tional Endowments  Commission  while 
the  travelling  expenses  of  the  Irish 
Public  Works  Commission,  who  were 
only  appointed  last  autumn,  are  put 
down  at  £2,000.  Why  should  travel- 
ling expenses  cost  five  times  as  much 
for  one  Commission  as  for  the  other? 
The  Educational  Endowments  Commis- 
sion will  expire  by  Statute  on  the  1st 
December,  1888.  Is  there  any  prospect 
that  they  will  complete  their  work  by 
that  time  ?  How  many  schemes  have 
been  drawn  up  and  how  many  have 
taken  effect  ?  The  Public  Works  Com- 
mission have  three  heads  of  inquiry — 
first,  Deep  Sea  Fishing  and  the  har- 
bours and  communications  needed  for ; 
secondly,  Arterial  Drainage,  especially 
in  the  districts  of  the  Shannon,  the 
Barrow,  and  the  Bann ;  and,  thirdly, 
Hallways,  the  management  of  existing 
lines  and  the  provision  of  extensions. 
Well,  they  have  reported  on  arterial 
drainage,  but  they  have  yet  to  report 
on  deep  sea  fishing  and  on  harbours; 
and  tliey  have  also  to  report  on  rail- 
ways. Now  the  existing  railway  rates 
in  Ireland  are  a  crying  grievance,  and 
one  of  the  greatest  sources  of  embarrass- 
ment to  the  industry  of  that  country, 
while  the  neglect  of  deep  sea  fishing 
accounts  for  a  great  deal  of  the  misery 
and  the  social  disorganization  which 
exists  round  our  coasts.  When  may  we 
expect  the  Beports  of  the  Public  Works 
Commission  on  Deep  Sea  Fishing  and 
Harbours  and  also  on  Kailways?  I 
see  that  the  Treasury  estimated  that 
the  Commission  might  conclude  its 
labours  by  the  30th  of  this  month,  and 
that  in  that  case  its  cost  might  be  about 
£12,000.  If  the  Commission  is  to  con- 
clude its  labours  on  the  30th  of  this 
month,  how  is  it  that  we  have  not  yet 


heard  anything  of  its  Reports  on  Deep 
Sea  Fishing  and  on  Kailways  ?  As  to 
the  statement  that  the  cost  of  the  Com- 
mission may  be  put  at  £12,000  if  its 
labours  are  completed  by  the  SOth  of 
September,  how  is  that  reconcilable 
with  the  fact  that  in  these  Estimates 
£6,000  are  taken  for  the  cost  of  the 
Commission  up  to  March  3 1  st  next  ? 
The  statement  and  the  estimate  taken 
together  do  not  seem  to  me  to  be 
clear  or  intelligible,  and  I  would  in- 
vite the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  to 
address  himself  to  the  points  I  have 
raised. 

The  secretary  to  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  Jackson)  (Leeds,  N.) : 
First,  as  to  the  £7,000  to  which  the 
hon.  Member  for  West  Belfast  called 
attention  as  the  amount  set  down  for 
Commissions  that  might  be  appointed 
during  the  financial  year,  and  for  the 
expenditure  in  connection  with  them. 
The  Committee  will  understand  that 
this  Estimate  was  framed  at  some  time 
about  December  or  January  last.  It 
was  then  quite  impossible  for  us  to  say 
exactly  what  Commissions  might  be 
appointed  during  the  year,  or  what  the 
Commissioners  might  spend  in  the  course 
of  the  year.  And  although  the  expres- 
sion ^^Commissions  not  specifically  pro- 
vided for  "  may  be  a  rather  clumsy  one, 
it  sufficiently  indicates  the  nature  of  the 
Vote,  which  may  be  said  to  be  that  of  a 
sum  to  provide  for  the  contingencies 
which  may  arise  during  the  year  in  con- 
nection with  the  Commissions  appointed 
during  that  period.  It  is  an  approxi- 
mate sum  based  on  experience  and  on 
the  information  we  had  at  the  time  it 
was  framed.  Of  course,  if  the  money 
or  any  part  of  it  is  not  required  it  will 
not  be  expended.  Then,  as  to  the  sum 
set  down  for  the  Dublin  Hospital 
Commission.  There  is  nothing  in  that 
Vote  for  this  year.  There  was  an  item 
last  year,  and  it  is  customary  in  that 
case  to  put  down  the  expenditure  in  the 
Votes  of  this  year  as  a  means  of  com- 
parison and  as  a  guidance  to  the  Com- 
mittee in  regard  to  the  relative  amount 
of  the  Votes  taken,  and  under  the  head 
to  which  it  belongs  this  year  and  last 
year.  The  hon.  Member  will  see  that 
there  is  no  amount  stated  in  the  column 
for  this  year. 

Mb.  sexton  :  I  beg  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber's pardon.  Will  he  look  at  the  last 
line  on  page  496. 
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Mb.  JACKSON  :  It  is  a  misprint.   In 
regard  to  the  comparison  which  the  hon. 
Member  drew  between  the  expense  of 
the  Irish  Educational  Commission  and 
the  Irish  Public  Works  Commission,  I 
would  point  out  that,  in  reference  to  the 
Irish  Public  Works  Commission  —  for 
the  whole  argument  turns  on  that — the 
comparatively  high  remuneration  which 
is  paid  to  the  members  of  that  Commis- 
sion is,  in  a  great  measure,  accounted 
for  by  the  fact  that  at  the  time  that 
Commission  was  appointed  it  was  not 
known  how  long  the  work  would  occupy. 
It  was  thought  to  be  extremely  desirable 
that  a  work  of  this  importance,  and  one 
upon   which  so   much    might  depend, 
should    be    entrusted    to    men    of  the 
higliest  professional  ability  which  money 
could  command.     I  think  I  can  remem- 
ber the  names  of  the  Commissioners,  or 
some  of  them.     Sir  James  Allport  was 
the  Chairman.  Mr.  Abemethy,  the  engi- 
neer, was  one  member ;  Mr.  Barry,  the 
engineer,  was  another.     Mr.  Pym  was 
also  a  member,   but  he  was  an  unpaid 
Commissioner.    The  other  men  are  paid 
Commissioners,  for  they  were  asked  to 
take  up  this  work,  which  would  seriously 
interfere  with  their  professional  duties ; 
and  I  do  not  think  that  anyone,  taking 
into  account  the  eminent  position  these 
men  occupy  in  their  professions,  would 
think  them  overpaid  at  10  guineas  per 
day.     As  to  the  secretary,  the  explana- 
tion of  the  lower  rate  for  the  payment 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Public  Works 
Commission,  as  compared  with  the  se- 
cretary to  the  Educational  Endowments 
Commission,  is  this — Mr.  Spring  Bice, 
one  of  the  clerks  in   the  Treasury,  is 
Secretary   to   the  Irish  Public  Works 
Commission.     When  he  was   asked  to 
take  the  position  of  secretary  to  that 
Commission  by  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
the  Member  for  Bristol  (Sir  Michael 
Hicks-Beach'),  then  Irish  Secretary,  Mr. 
Spring  Bice  was    acting  as  my  secre- 
tary, and  I  cannot  speak  with  too  much 
praise  of  the  ability  and  assiduity  with 
which  he  does  his  work.    It  was  entirely 
due  to  his  position  at  the  Treasury  that 
the  right  hon.  Member  for  Bristol  asked 
him   to   take   the   secretaryship  of  the 
Irish   Public  Works   Commission.     As 
to  the  travelling  expenses  of  the  Irish 
Public   Works    Commission,   the    hon. 
Member  for  West  Belfast  will  recognize 
the  fact  that  a  Commission  charged  with 
such  duties  must  almost  of  necessity  be 


travelling  about  almost  all  the  time  they 
are  engaged  in  their  work ;  and,  theie- 
fore,  the  travelling  expenses  of  the  Com- 
mission, and  of  the  witnesses  they  had 
occasion  to  call,  must  be  considerable. 
With  reference  to  the  other  question  to 
which  the  hon.  Oentleman  has  pioperij 
called  attention — the  differenoe  in  the 
Estimates  of  the  cost  of  the  Irish  Public 
Works  Commission — he  gave  an  extract 
from  a  letter  written  by  the  Secretary  uf 
the  Commission,  in  which  £12,000  vas 
put  down  as  an  outside  figure  for  tho 
expense  which  this  Commission  would 
involve.  When  this  estimate  was  made 
it  was  impossible  to  forecast  the  length 
of  time  the  work  woald  occupy.  The 
figure  in  the  Estimates  which  the  Com- 
mittee is  now  asked  to  Tote  was  given 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Commission,  after 
some  experience  of  the  work,  and  when 
some  more  approximate  idea  had  been 
gained  of  the  time  the  work  wouM 
occupy.  But  even  that  fi^re  must  be 
taken  only  as  an  approximate  one. 
When  the  noble  Lord  the  Member  for 
South  Paddington  (Lord  Bandolph 
Churchill)  appointed  that  Commission 
in  the  first  instance,  it  was  expected  at 
the  Treasury  that  four,  or  at  the  outside, 
six  months  would  be  ample  time  in 
which  to  conclude  its  labours. 

Mr.  sexton  :  The  point  to  which  I 
addressed  myself  was  that  the  letter 
which  I  read  stated  that  if  the  Com- 
mission closed  its  work  on  the  30th  of 
this  month  the  cost  would  be  about 
£12,000.  But  the  Estimate  before  us 
gives  the  cost  up  to  next  March  as  only 
£6,000.  How  do  yon  reooneUe  these 
two  Estimates  ? 

Mr.  JACKSON:  The  amonnt  of 
£l2y000  was  given  as  an  oatnde  figure 
for  the  total  cost  of  the  Oomnuasion 
assuming  that  the  Commission  condaded 
its  labours  by  the  dOth  of  this  month. 
But  when  this  Estimate  now  before  the 
Committee  was  framed,  it  was  anticipated 
that  the  work  would  be  done  in  a  moch 
loss  time  than  now  seema  probable. 
Therefore,  I  apprehend  that  when  next 
February  comes,  and  the  time  arrives 
for  making  up  the  aooounts  for  the  car- 
rent  year,  a  Supplementary  Estimate 
will  have  to  be  laid  before  the  House. 
As  to  the  shorthand  writers,  they  are 
appointed  by  the  Chief  Oommisaioneri 
and  are  paid  according  to  a  scale  sane* 
tioned  by  the  Treasury.  We  hare  no 
control  over  them.    I  do  not  thimk  the 
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patronage  involved  in  their  appointment 
has  been  used  for  private,  persona],  or 
Party  objects. 

Mk.  sexton  :  The  hon.  Gentleman 
has  abstained  from  replying  to  the  most 
important  points  that  I  have  raised.    As 
to  the  £7,000  for  Commissions  not  speci- 
fically provided  for,  he  explained  that 
in  a  very  curious  fashion.  Although,  no 
doubt,  on  the  18th  February,  when  this 
Estimate  was  drawn  up,  it  might  have 
been  impracticable  to  define  the  work  of 
the  Commissions  which  might   be   ap- 
pointed for   the  year,  we  are  now  on 
the  6th  September.     The  Session  is  on 
the  point  of  closing.     The  Government 
know  what  Commissions  they  have  ap- 
pointed, or  are  likely  to  appoint  before 
next  year.     It  is  not  usual  to  appoint 
Commissions  in  the  Hecess  unless  Parlia- 
ment has  sanctioned  their  appointment 
before  the  close  of  the  Session.     Com- 
missions are  either  appointed  during  the 
Session    or    during    the    Recess,   after 
information  given  to  Parliament  during 
the   Session.     The  Government  ought, 
therefore,  to  tell  us  what  Commissions 
are  to  be  paid  for  out  of  this  £7,000.  If 
they  are  extant,  what  are  they  ?    Full 
information  on  this  point  must  now  be 
in  the  possession  of  the  Government, 
although   it  might   not   have  been   in 
February    when    the    Estimates    were 
drawn  up.     I  do  not  think  the  Secretary 
to  the  Treasury  apprehended  the  point 
I    made    about  the  two  Estimates  of 
£12,000  and  £6,000  for  the  cost  of  the 
Irish  Public  Works  Commission.  What 
the  official  in  Ireland  says  is  this — that 
if  the  Public  Works  Commission  com- 
plete its  labours  by  the  end  of  this  month, 
its  total  cost  will  be  £12,000.     Well, 
there  was  an  Estimate  taken  last  year. 
The  Estimate  now  before  us,  and  which 
we  are  asked  to  vote,  is  an  Estimate  of 
the  cost  of  the  Commission  up  to  March, 
1888.     And  according  to  this,  we  find 
that  the   total  sum   estimated   by  the 
Treasury  is  £6,000.     So  that  according 
to  the  Treasury,  if  the  Commission  lasts 
to  the  end  of  March,  1888,  it  will  cost 
£6,000  ;    while,  according  to  the  letter 
of  the    Secretary  of    the    Commission 
itself,  it  was  to  cost  £12,000  if  it  com- 
pleted its  labours  on  the  30th  of  the 
present  month.     How  can  that  be  ?    As 
to  the  travelling  expenses  of  the  Com- 
mission, the  hon.  Gentleman  said  that 
they  were  necessarily  large,  because  the 
Commission  would  be  travelling  nearly 


the  whole  time  they  were  engaged  in 
their  labours.  How  then  is  it  that  only 
100  days  are  put  down  in  respect  of 
which  salary  or  remuneration  is  charged  ? 

Mr.  JACKSON:    I  said  nearly  the 
whole  time  when  they  are  engaged. 

Mr.  SEXTON :  That  means  that  they 
are  engaged  when  they  are  travelling. 
It  seems  then  that  although  the  matters 
referred  to  there  are  urgent,  the  Com- 
mission, out  of  500  days  which  will  have 
elapsed  between  their  appointment  and 
March  next,  only  charge  salary  for  100 
days.     That  is  a  very  leisurely  way  of 
proceeding.     Indeed,  to  work  on  only 
1 00  days  out  of  500  is  the  easiest  way 
of  working  I  ever  heard  of  on  the  part 
of  aKoyal  Commission.  I  do  not  think  that 
the  Treasury  can  escape  all  responsibility 
with  respect  to  the  shorthand  writing  for 
the  two  Commissions  to  which  I  have 
called  attention  ;  £1,500  i&  a  large  sum 
for  shorthand  writing,  and  the  Treasury 
have  a  right  to  take  cognizance  of  the 
way  in  which  this  work  is  done.      It 
appears  from  the  statement  of  the  Sec- 
retary for  the  Treasury  that  Sir  James 
AUport  and  the  other  Commissioners  can 
exercise  their  discretion  as  to  the  ap- 
pointment of  shorthand  writers.    They 
may  if  they  like  g^ve  this  shorthand 
writing  to   The  Dublin  JSxpress  and  The 
Irish  Times,  and  thus  distribute  several 
hundreds  of  pounds  as  remuneration  for 
shorthand  writing  to  these  Tory  papers 
without  giving  a  shilling  to  the  popular 
side.     I  must  really  ask  the  Secretary 
to  the  Treasury  to  communicate  with 
the  Commissioners  and  find  out  from 
what    newspaper  offices,   if  from  any, 
they  have  taken  their  shorthand  writing 
staff.     Then,   I  have  asked  the  hon. 
gentleman  how   far  the  work  of    the 
two  Commissioners  to    which    I  have 
referred  has  proceeded.     We  had  Esti- 
mates in   respect  of  them    amounting 
to  several  thousand    pounds,   and  yet 
although  one  has  been  at  work  for  two 
years  and  the  other  since  October  last, 
we  have  not  heard  a  word  about  the 
way  in  which  they  have  performed  their 
functions.      The    Irish  Public    Works 
Commission  were  appointed  to  report, 
but  have  not  yet  reported  on  railway 
rates  and  deep  sea  fishing.     We  are 
waiting  for  those  Reports  in  order  to  get 
the  Government  to  say  what  legislation 
they    intend  to   propose.    They    have 
hitherto  staved  off  the  inquiry  by  sayinff 
**  Oh,  we  must  wait  for  the  Beport  of 
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surely  we  ought  not  to  pay  such  large 
sums  for  them. 

Mr.  HANDEL  OOSSHAM  (Bristol, 
E.) :  I  cannot  imagine  how  the  Govern- 
ment can  propose  to  tax  the  poor  of  this 
country  in  order  to  provide  for  the 
various  rohes  and  insignia  for  these 
Orders.  It  seems  to  me  to  be  one  of 
those  things  which  no  one  can  under- 
stand. This  expenditure  seems  to  imply 
that  money  is  no  object ;  and  I  hope  and 
trust  that  the  Government  will  put  an 
end  to  what,  in  my  opinion,  is  a  very 
profligate  way  of  spending  money,  be- 
cause I  am  quite  sure  that  if  they  do 
not  the  result  will  be  to  wean  the 
people  from  the  Government  and  from 
the  Throne. 

Colonel  NOLAN :  I  do  not  object  to 
this  so  much  on  principle,  but  I  do  pro- 
test against  the  extreme  magnitude  of 
the  sum.  You  put  down  £4,770  for 
providing  decorations  for,  perhaps,  200 
or  300  persons.  I  do  not  think  that 
the  decorations  ouglit  to  cost  more  than 
10«.  or  lbs,  a- piece.  They  would  theo 
be  better  than  the  soldiers'  medals,  and 
would  certainly  be  quite  good  enough. 
Let  the  recipients  spend  more  on  them 
themselves  if  they  like,  but  do  not  let 
the  taxpayer  be  called  upon  to  do  so. 
You  have  not,  I  suppose,  contracted  for 
those  robes,  and  I  think  that  somebody 
is  getting  an  order  for  supplying  them, 
and  charging  the  country  about  six 
times  what  he  charges  anybody  else.  I 
am  sure  that  if  you  do  not  get  all  your 
coals  at  Woolwich  by  contract,  you  will 
not  get  these  things  by  contract ;  and  I 
think,  therefore,  you  must  be  spending 
a  great  deal  more  than  you  need.  People 
would  be  just  as  proud  of  these  decora- 
tions if  you  paid  lO^.  for  them  as  if  they 
cost  £10.  As  to  the  Abyssinian  Prince, 
I  should  like  to  know  who  he  is,  because 
I  never  heard  of  more  than  one  boy 
being  brought  from  Abyssinia,  and  he 
is  dead.  I  really  think  that  when  we 
vote  £200  we  are  entitled  to  know  whom 
it  is  for. 

Mr.  JACKSON :  I  really  think  that 
the  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  is  most 
unreasonable.  The  hon.  and  gallant 
Member  knows  perfectly  well  that  the 
Vote  was  in  the  Estimates  last  year. 

Colonel  NOLAN :  No  ;  I  do  not. 

Mr.  JACKSON  :  Well,  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Member  would  have  known  it  if 
he  had  looked  at  the  Estimates.  I  have 
really  given  the  Committee  all  the  in- 
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formation  I  possess  in  regard  to  this  indi- 
vidual. I  have  from  time  to  time  seen  tho 
account  of  the  expenditure  that  goes  to 
make  up  this  Vote,  and  therefore  I 
know  that  he  was  at  Cambridge,  and  I 
am  informed  that  he  has  just  been  sent 
out  to  a  Consular  appointment.  I  can- 
not give  the  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman 
any  more  information  than  that  he  was 
the  son  of  an  Abyssinian  nobleman, 
that  he  was  brought  from  Abyssinia 
under  the  direction  of  the  Government, 
and  that  the  Government  are  responsible 
lor  him. 

Mr.  CONYBEABE  :  I  do  not  want 
to  be  unreasonable ;  but  I  should  just 
like  to  ask,  with  reference  to  a  very 
large  sum  in  this  Vote,  whether  it  would 
be  possible  for  any  of  ua  to  see  an  ac- 
count for  these  robes  and  insignia,  so  as 
to  find  out  how  many  robes  and  insignia 
have  been  supplied  for  this  enormous 
cost  of  £4,760  ?    I  think  it  is  not  an  im- 
proper question  to  ask.     We  ought  to 
be  able  to  form  an   estimate  of  what 
these  robes  and  insignia  oost.   Are  they 
merely  medals,  or  do  the  insignia  really 
include  tho  Garter,  the  Bath,  the  Thistle, 
and  so  on  ?    These  are  matters  ^at  least 
to  the  people  who  have  to  pay  for  them— 
of  some  interest.     I  hope  the  hon.  (Gen- 
tleman will  not  think  me  unreasonable 
in  asking,  at  any  rate,  the  number  of 
robes  and  insignia  that  are  provided  out 
of  this  sum  of  money. 

Mb.  JACKSON :  If  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man  (Mr.  Conybeare)  really  desires  to 
know  the  number  of  robes  and  insiffnia 
provided  for  out  of  this  Vote,  I  ihaU  be 
very  happy  to  give  him  the  information. 
I  have  not  the  particulars  here,  but  I 
will  let  him  see  them.  I  am  sony  the 
hon.  Member's  knowledge  of  robes  and 
insignia  should  be  so  limited ;  but  I  will 
tell  him  all  I  can. 

Mr.  DILLWYN  (Swansea,  Town) : 
We  hear  a  great  deal  of  denunciation  of 
extravagance,  and  of  the  desire  of  hon. 
Members  on  both  sides  of  the  House  to 
promote  economy ;  but  when  we  have 
a  practical  opportunity  afforded  us  of 
showing  our  love  for  economy  we  do  not 
exercise  it  by  our  votes.  Aind  here  is 
a  case  in  which  we  misht  dearly  do 
something  in  the  way  (3  economy.  I 
do  not  want  to  see  the  aoooanta  fot  these 
robes ;  but  I  do  not  think  any  ICemberof 
this  House  will  deny  that  the  anioant 
of  this  Vote  is  very  ezoessiTe.  There* 
fore,  if  the  Committee  are  in  earnest  in 
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thoir  dosiro  to  promote  economy,  they 
ought,  when  they  have  such  a  chance  as 
this,  when  a  Vote  is  brought  forward 
which  clearly  is  not  necessary,  to  give 
their  vote  for  the  reduction  of  this  sum. 
My  hon.  and  gallant  Friend  (Colonel 
Nolan)  has  said  that  these  charges  for 
decorations  are  all  unreasonable.  At 
all  events,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that 
the  whole  of  the  Vote  might  be  cut 
down,  and  still  you  might  keep  on 
having  these  absurd  decorations  if 
people  like  them.  If  hon.  Members 
are  in  earnest  in  thoir  desire  for  economy 
they  will  support  my  hon.  Friend  (Mr. 
Oonybeare)  in  the  Division  which  1 
hope  he  will  insist  upon. 

Mr.  JACKSON  :  The  hon.  Member 
who  has  just  spoken,  and  who  is  so 
severe  and  rigid  an  economist,  cannot 
ignore  this  fact — that  if  he  puts  the  items 
paid  into  the  Exchequer  under  this  Vote 
side  by  side  with  the  amount  expended 
he  will  find  that  the  whole  cost  is  very 
nearly  covered. 

Mr.  CONYBEARE  :  Is  that  the  case 
with  the  insignia  ? 

Mr.  JACKSON :  Yes. 
Mr.  CONYBEAEE  :  But  there  is  no 
credit. 

Dr.*  tanner  (Cork  Co.,  Mid): 
These  robes  and  insignia  have  been 
brought  into  requisition  for  a  very  large 
number  of  new  Peers — Jubilee  Peers— 
most  of  them  very  well  off.  I  do  not  see 
why  they  could  not  provide  for  them 
out  of  their  own  pockets.  On  the  other 
hand,  if  they  did  not  care  for  the  increased 
dignity,  the  clothes  taken  out  of  the  old 
clothes  department — for  I  see  here  an 
item  for  repairing  insignia  and  for 
various  repairs — might  have  done  very 
well  for  the  new  Peers.  I  do  not  see 
why  this  insignia,  like  old  wine,  should 
not  be  the  better  for  keeping,  especially 
if  they  are  maintained  in  decent  repair. 
It  is  quite  right  and  proper  that  those 
right  hon.  Gentlemen  who  got  these  great 
dignities  conferred  upon  them  should 
wear  those  gorgeous  trappings  when 
they  are  ennobled.  [ Criee  of  "Divide ! "] 
But  hon.  Members  on  that  side  who  cry 
**  Divide"  will  agree  to  this— that  if 
thero  is  to  be  a  great  show,  a  great 
splutter,  and  a  great  dash,  these  noble- 
men should  pay  for  it  out  of  their 
own  pockets.  So  far  as  regards  the 
Albert  Medals,  I  really  think  that  the 
Vote  for  them  ought  not  to  be  refused, 
because,  if  there  is  any  Order  that  is  use- 


ful and  truly  noble,   it  is   that  which 
gives  rewards  for  saving  life  by  sea  and 
by  land.     That  is  a  decoration  we  should 
all  stand  up  for.     But  hero  is  an  item, 
Sub-head  B,  ^'Marshals  of  Ceremonies 
and  Trumpeters  in  attendance  on  Foreign 
Ministers."     That  has  a  fine  mediseval 
sound.     I  have  to  remark,  in  the  first 
place,    that   if   you   want  Marshals   to 
attend    on     Foreign     Ministers,    thoso 
ofiicials  ought  to  bo  placed  in  a  rather 
important  position.     Foreign  Ministers 
would,  I  presume,  require  some  superior 
person  to  attend  on  them.     But  what 
does   he   get?    Only  £80   a-year— less 
than  right  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  pay 
their  footmen.     Anybody  who  looks  at 
this  matter  in  a  common-sense  sort  of 
way,  in  the  light  of  pounds,  shillings, 
and  pence,  must  be  clear  that  these  men 
at  £80  a-yoar  are  evidently  not  of  the 
class  or  stamp  or  description  that  ought 
to  attend  on  these  Foreign   Ministers. 
Get  a  man  of  higher  rank,   and  pay  a 
proper  amount,  and  do  not  let  this  post 
be  the  sinecure  it  certainly  seems  to  be. 
I  say  my  hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Conybeare)  is 
quite  right,  not  merely  in  bringing  these 
matters  forward,    but  in  pressing    his 
Motion  to  a  Division.     Then  we  have 
our  friends  the  trumpeters  and  kettle- 
drummers    turning    up   again.     These 
menials  of  the  State — these  mediaeval 
remnants — turn  up  on  every  page  of  the 
Votes ;   and  certainly  I  think  the  time 
has  come  to  do  away  with  these  useless 
items  of  expenditure.   Then,  again.  Sir, 
as  to  these  fees  of  patents  on  creation. 
These  are  fees  to  heralds  and  others.     I 
want  an  explanation   as  to  why  these 
fees  are  not  paid  directly  and  not  paid 
into  the  Treasury,  and  then  paid  again 
by  the  Treasury  to  the  heralds.     I  think 
that  is  a  very  absurd  thing,  for  if  the 
heralds  assist  in  conferring  a  peerage  on 
these  gentlemen  I  think  they  ought  to 
be  paid  like  other  people,  and  directly 
by  the  noble  Lords  themselves.     Then, 
as  to  the  jewels  in  the  Tower  of  London, 
I  see  by  this  Vote  that  the  Keeper  of 
the  Jewels  gets  £300  a-year.     This  is 
another  instance  of  a  sinecure.     These 
jewels — I  have  often  seen  them  myself 
— are  placed  in  the  Beauchamp  Tower, 
and  we  all  take  a  pride  and  a  pleasure 
in  looking  at  them.     But  what  do  you 
want  with  a  keeper  ?    Tou  have  got  all 
these  beefeaters  and  soldiers,  a  receiver 
of    fees,     an    exhibitor,     a    collector, 
wardens,  &c. — sorely.  Sir,  it   does  not 
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require  all  theee  to  keep  the  jewels? 
In  til o  name  of  common  sense  I  appeal 
to  tlio  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Jackson) 
for  an  explanation.  [Crieff  of  **  Order  !  " 
and  **  Divide!"]  1  can  only  conclude 
from  this,  Sir,  that  hon.  Members 
opposite  have  not  common  sense.  I 
do  not  see  why  you  should  have  such  a 
sinecure  as  a  Keeper  of  the  Jewels,  for 
the  probability  is  that  the  Keeper  of  the 
Jewels  never  goes  near  them  at  all. 
Whenever  anybody  goes  to  the  Tower 
there  is  a  man  who  takes  you  round. 

Mr.  BYRON  EEED  (Bradford  E.) : 
I  rise  to  Order,  Sir.  I  appeal  to  you 
whether,  in  your  judgment,  the  hon. 
Member  is  not  trifling  with  the  Com- 
mittee ? 

Dr.  TANNER:  The  hon.  Member 
talks  about  trifling  with  the  Committee. 
What  I  want  to  prevent  is  trifling  with 
the  public  purse ;  and  I  say  that  unless 
wo  get  an  explanation  about  this  Keeper 
of  the  Jewels  I  shall  move  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  Vote  by  this  item.  I  wish 
to  put  it  in  the  clearest  manner ;  and  I 
say  that  these  different  individuals  who 
receive  oflice  in  connection  with  this 
Jewel  House  in  the  Tower  of  London 
ought  also  to  be  looked  into.  There  is 
money  received  at  the  gate  for  seeing 
these  Crown  Jewels.  Now  I  pass  on  to 
another  item,  and  that  is  the  mainten- 
ance of  this  Abyssinian  gentleman. 
Apparently  nobody  knows  who  he  is  or 
what  he  is.  All  we  have  heard  about 
him  is  that  he  comes  from  Abyssinia  ; 
and  I  think  at  a  time  like  the  present, 
when  every  item  is  examined  into  and 
receives  a  certain  amount  of  attention 
at  the  hands  of  the  general  public,  we 
ought  not  to  pass  Votes  for  any  indivi- 
duals, especially  foreigners,  without 
inspiration.  This  country  supports 
too  many  foreigners  already,  and  we 
ought  not  to  vote  any  money  for  the 
support  of  any  foreigner  without  know- 
ing exactly  who  he  is,  and  what  are 
the  services  in  respect  of  which  the 
money  is  spent.  I  hope  the  hon.  Goa- 
tleman  (Mr.  Jackson)  will  condescend 
to  give  me  an  answer. 

Mr.  JACKSON;  Certainly.  I  am 
always  glad  to  give  the  hon.  Member 
for  Mid  Cork  (Dr.  Tanner)  any  infor- 
mation in  my  power.  As  to  the  ques- 
tion of  the  officers  of  the  Tower,  he  will 
see,  if  he  looks  at  the  figures,  that  the 
receipts  from  the  visitors  to  the  Tower 
are  estimated  this  year  at  £2,200,  which 

Dr.  lanner 


far  exceeds  any  amount  which  appears 
on  the  Votes  by  way  of  expenditure  for 
the  custody  of  the  jewels,  &c.  I  think, 
therefore,  that  this  explanation  is 
about  the  most  satisfactory  one  I 
could  give  to  the  hon.  Member.  With 
regard  to  the  other  matter,  I  hare  ex- 
plained that  this  item  will  not  occur 
again,  because  the  education  and  main- 
tenance of  this  young  man  is  now  at  an 
end,  as  far  as  the  Q-ovemment  is  con- 
cerned. I  am  sure  this,  too,  will  be  satis- 
factory to  the  hon.  Member,  and  I  hope 
the  Committee  will  now  allow  the  Vote 
to  be  passed. 

Mb.  HUNTER  (Aberdeen,  N.)  :  Per- 
haps  the  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Jackson) 
will  answer  my  question  now.  How 
much  of  this  £4,770  is  paid  to  the 
officers  of  the  Herald's  College  ? 

Mb.  JACKSON:  I  cannot  say.  I 
have  not  got  the  details.  The  fees,  as 
the  hon.  Member  will  see,  are  put  down 
at  £1,200,  a  portion  of  which,  I  ha?e 
no  doubt,  goes  to  the  Herald's  College, 
but  how  much  I  cannot  say.  I  think 
we  must  face  the  fact — there  is  no 
denying  it — that  these  robes  and  in- 
signia are  very  expensive.  I  have  no 
doubt  they  cost,  some  of  them,  as  much 
as  £600  or  £700  each.  As  I  have 
repeatedly  said,  as  long  as  you  have 
these  Orders,  I  think  what  we  have  to 
do  is  to  see  that  the  Vote  is  in  accord- 
ance with  the  :law  and  custom.  Of 
course,  the  question  of  the  retention  of 
these  Orders  is  another  matter,  and  that, 
if  raised  at  all,  ought  to  be  raised  in 
some  other  manner  than  on  the  officers* 
salaries. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes  23  ; 
Noes  116:  Majority  93.— -(Div.  list. 
No.  457.)  [1.20  a.m.] 

Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

(17.)  £50,  to  complete  the  sum  for 
the  Adelaide  Exhibition. 

Hevenue  Defabtmxnts. 

(18.)  £651,848,  to  complete  the  sam 

for  Customs. 

Mr.  sexton  :  I  hope  the  Govern- 
ment will  not  proceed  with  this  Vote 
to-night.  I  have  a  most  important 
question  with  reference  to  the  consti* 
tuenoy  which  I  represent,  which  cannot 
be  properly  discussed  at  this  hour. 

The  first  LORD  op  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  W.  H.  SMrrn)  (Strand, 
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Westminster)  :  I  hope  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber will  allow  us  to  proceed.  If  we 
cannot  conclude  these  Votes  to-night 
the  close  of  the  Session  will  be  delayed, 
and  I  do  not  think  he  desires  that.  We 
will  endeavour  to  givo  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man an  answer  to  all  the  questions  he 
may  wish  to  raise  with  reference  to  the 
constituency  he  represents.  I  do  not 
think  it  advisable  that  we  should  post- 
pone this  Vote,  although  the  hour  is 
undoubtedly  late. 

Mr.  hunter  :  If  that  is  so,  I  hope 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will  say  that 
the  Scotch  Bills  on  the  Order  Paper  will 
not  be  taken  to-night,  so  that  the  Scotch 
Members  may  not  have  to  wait  in  vain. 

Mr.  W.  H.  smith  :  Yes,  Sir.  They 
will  not  be  taken  to-night. 

Mr.  CLANCY  (Dublin  Co.,  N. :)  I 
should  like  to  remark,  in  corroboration 
of  what  my  hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Sexton)  has 
said,  that  I  also  have  an  important 
question  to  bring  forward  on  this  Vote. 
It  affects  the  tobacco  roll  industry,  to 
which  a  great  injustice  has  been  done 
by  the  action  of  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer. 

Mr.  JACKSON  :  Considering  the 
period  of  the  Session,  I  think  we  might 
discuss  both  these  questions.  I  hope 
now  that  we  are  so  near  the  end  of  the 
Civil  Service  Votes  we  shall  be  allowed 
to  make  progress  with  them,  and  conclude 
them. 

Mr.  SHAW  LEFEVRE  (Bradford, 
Central) :  If  the  Vote  were  taken  to- 
night, could  not  some  opportunity  be 
given  on  Report  for  the  discussion  of 
these  subjects? 

Mr.  JACKSON  :  Certainly. 

Mr.  CLANCY ;  I  have  to  draw  atten  • 
tion  to  the  case  of  the  roll- tobacco  manu- 
facture in  Ireland — one  of  the  few  im- 
portant and  successful  industries  in  Ire- 
land now  remaining — against  which  a 
blow  has  been  recently  struck  by  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  What 
opportunities  shall  we  have  if  we  give 
up  our  chances  now  ?  Will  the  Govern- 
ment say  that  the  Report  of  this  Vote 
will  not  be  taken  in  the  few  minutes  at 
the  end  of  to-morrow's  Sitting  ? 

Mr.  SEXTON  :  The  question  whether 
we  shall  discuss  now  these  two  points — 
the  question  of  my  hon.  Friend  (Mr. 
Clancy),  affecting  a  very  important  in- 
dustry in  Ireland,  and  my  own  ques- 
tion, relating  to  the  commerce  of  the 
City  which  I  have  the  honour  to  repre- 


sent— must  be  determined  by  the  nature 
of  the  subsequent  opportunities  which 
will  be  afforded  to  us.  Unless  we  have 
some  guarantee  that  the  Report  of  this 
Vote  will  not  be  taken  at  the  end  of  to- 
morrow's Sitting,  or  at  such  an  hour  on 
Thursday  as  will  render  discussion  im- 
possible, I  think  it  is  better  to  proceed 
at  once. 

Mr.  W.  H.  SMITH:  There  will  be 
two  opportunities,  and  if  the  first  is  not 
sufficient  for  the  hon.  Member's  purpose 
he  may  avail  himself  of  the  second.  First, 
there  will  be  the  opportunity  afforded 
on  the  consideration  of  the  Report  of 
the  Supply  Resolution ;  and  if  he  objects 
to  that  being  taken  to-morrow,  why 
then  it  may  stand  over  to  Thursday. 
Further  than  that,  there  will  be  full 
opportunity  upon  the  Appropriation  Bill, 
on  the  three  stages  of  which  he  may 
raise  questions. 

Mr.  SEXTON :  The  discussion  on  the 
Appropriation  Bill  may  be  taken  up  for 
other  purposes.  I  will  ask  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  if  he  will  give  an  under- 
taking that  the  Report  of  Supply  shall 
be  taken  on  Thursday  at  an  hour  con- 
venient for  discussion  ? 

Mr.  W.  H.  SMITH :  I  will  make  the 
best  arrangement  in  my  power.  The 
hon.  Member  will  follow  me  when  I  say 
that  the  arrangements  are  that  the  Civil 
Service  Votes  shall  be  taken  this  even- 
ing, the  Navy  Votes  to-morrow,  and  the 
remaining  Army  Votes  on  Thursday. 
When  these  are  disposed  of  the  Report 
will  be  taken ;  it  is  quite  impossible  to 
say  whether  at  an  early  hour  ;  but  I  hope 
the  hon.  Member  will  find  the  oppor- 
tunity he  desires. 

Mr.  SEXTON  :  I  shall  be  satisfied  if 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  will  con- 
sider the  question  of  the  Fort  of  Belfast 
in  the  meanwhile. 

Mr.  JACKSON:  Certainly.  I  may 
say  that  I  have  considered  it,  and  I  have 
furnished  the  hon.  Member  with  Returns 
and  statistics  upon  which  he  probably 
founds  his  case,  and  I  shall  be  prepared 
to  answer  that  when  I  hear  it. 

Mb.  CONYBEARE  :  Is  it  settled  that 
the  Indian  Budget  will  be  taken  on 
Friday  or  Saturday  ? 

Mr.  W.  H.  SMITH :  I  have  already 
answered  the  hon.  Member  for  North- 
ampton. If  by  good  fortune  we  finish 
the  Estimates  to-morrow,  then  the  Indian 
Budget  will  be  taken  on  Thursday,  if 
not  on  Friday. 
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Sir  EICHAED  TEMPLE  (Woroos- 
tor,  Evesham) :  I  suppose  there  is  prac- 
tical! v  no  chance  of  it  being  taken  on 
Tliursday  ? 

Mr.  W.  H.  smith  :  I  am  not  san- 
guine,  Sir. 

Mr.  OLANOY  :  I  would  ask  the  Ohan- 
coUor  of  the  Exchequer  whether  he  will 
undertake  to  be  in  the  House  when 
the  question  in  reference  to  tobacco  is 
raised  ? 

Mr.  GOSCHEN:  Yes,  Sir.  I  am 
generally  in  the  House  when  any  ques- 
tion affecting  my  Department  is  raised. 

Vote  agreed  to, 

(19.)  £1,413,879,  to  complete  the  sum 
for  Inland  Hevenue. 

Mr.  sexton  :  I  would  ask  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Treasury  whether  the  scheme 
of  re- organization  in  regard  to  out-door 
assistantshas  come  into  operation?  Oom- 
munications  have  been  made  to  me  by 
various  persons  disclosing  the  fact  that 
very  keen  dissatisfaction  is  felt  with  the 
scheme.  Up  to  a  recent  period  promo- 
tion to  the  rank  of  "  ride  "  officer  was 
obtained  after  four  or  five  years'  service. 
It  is  now  calculated  that,  inconsequence 
of  the  increase  in  the  lower  class  of 
assistants  and  the  decrease  in  the  upper, 
the  rate  of  promotion  will  be  greatly 
reduced.  I  am  given  to  understand  that 
two  years  ago  an  assistant  from  the 
second  class  would  reach  the  position  of 
**  ride  "  officer  after  an  average  of  four 
or  five  years'  service ;  but  now  that  the 
numbers  of  the  upper  class  are  reduced 
to  70,  and  the  lower  class  to  800,  the 
higher  position  is  not  reached  for  10 
years.  The  question  I  ask  is,  are  you 
going  to  ofi'er  any  compensation,  by  higher 
salary  or  otherwise,  on  this  account.  I 
can  assure  the  lion.  Gentleman  that 
among  the  800  there  is  grave  dissatis- 
faction, I  might  almost  say  despair,  felt 
at  the  breakdown  of  their  prospect  of 
promotion ;  and  it  is  a  serious  question, 
well  worth  consideration,  whether  some 
compensation  should  be  given  to  the 
lower  class,  to  place  thorn  in  as  good  a 
position  as  they  expected  to  hold  when 
they  joined  the  Public  Service. 

Mr.  JACKSON:  No  doubt  there  is 
always  considerable  disappointment  felt 
on  the  part  of  every  individual  who  occu- 
pies a  position  on  the  Establishment  when 
for  any  reason  changes  are  made  in  the 
Department  detrimental  to  his  prospects 
of  promotion.     But  I  am  sure  the  hon. 
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Member  would  not  desire  that  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  Public  Service  should 
be  carried  on  simply  for  the  convenience 
of  those  who  occupy  posts  therein  if,  by 
reason  of  improved  organization,  their 
numbers  are  largely  increased.  It  is 
clearly  the  duty  of  those  in  charge  to 
carry  out  the  organizatioii.  It  is  an 
essential  part  of  the  scheme  that,  con- 
currently with  the  reduction  in  numbera, 
there  has  been  an  increase  in  the  work 
thrown  upon  some,  giving  them  larger 
areas,  and  it  is  part  of  tho  scheme  to 
improve  the  salaries  of  men  of  all  grades 
who  may  remain  in  the  Service.  But  1 
will  make  further  inquiries  and  acquaint 
myself  with  the  facts,  and  I  believe  I 
shall  be  able  to  show  that  the  question 
has  been  very  carefully  considered,  and 
that  an  essential  part  of  tho  scheme  of 
the  Treasury  is  to  improve  the  salaries. 

Mr.  SEXTON :  Of  course,  I  agree 
that  the  Public  Service  should  be  con- 
ducted with  the  greatest  amount  of 
economy  compatible  with  efficiency ;  but 
when  a  man  by  exceptional  education 
prepares  himself  and  joins  the  Service 
upon  a  certain  condition  of  things,  and 
with  reasonable  hope  of  promotion 
within  a  given  time,  and  you  suddenly 
spring  a  system  of  re-organization  that 
increases  the  number  of  lower  place's 
and  decreases  the  number  in  the  higher, 
he  has  some  cause  for  complaint,  and 
the  Government  would  do  well  to  ease 
the  dissatisfaction  that  exists,  if  there  is 
ground  for  it. 

Mr.  GOSOHEN  :  Oertainlj,  it  cannot 
be  said  that  this  scheme  of  re- organiza- 
tion has  been  sprung  upon  them.  Tho 
re-organization  of  tho  Department  has 
been  for  a  long  time  under  considera- 
tion. I  entirely  agree  that  every  effort 
should  be  made  to  satisfy  public  servants 
side  by  side  with  economical  and  effi- 
cient administration.  Certainly,  I  was 
under  the  impression  that  the  scheme 
did  not  cause  dissatisfaction,  and  it  was 
suggested  by  hon.  Members  interested 
in  the  Service.  I  can  assure  the  hon. 
Gentleman  that  the  Oovemment  do 
attach  great  importance  to  the  content- 
ment of  its  public  servants. 

Vote  agreed  to. 

Class  I.  —  Public  Works  avo 
BuiLDnroB. 

(20.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  pro- 
posed, 
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"  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £8,500,  be 
grunted  to  Her  l^tajesty,  to  defray  the  Charge 
which  will  come  in  course  of  payment  during 
the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March  1888, 
in  respect  to  the  preparation  of  Plans  for  the 
Erection  of  New  Offices  for  the  Admiralty  and 
War  Departments." 

Mr.  DILLWYN:  I  have  given 
Notice  of  an  Amendment  to  reduce  this 
Vote  by  £6,000 ;  and  in  moving  this 
allow  mo  to  say  that  I  do  not,  in  any 
way,  wish  to  oast  any  discredit  or  doubt 
on  the  conduct  of  Messrs.  Leeming.  On 
the  contrary,  having  sat  on  the  Com- 
mittee, it  appears  to  me  Messrs.  Leem- 
ing have  had  hard  measure  dealt  them, 
and  I  believe  most  of  the  Committee 
agreed  that  Messrs.  Leeming  behaved 
in  a  very  liberal  manner.  But  my 
principal  object  in  moving  the  reduction 
is  that  I  want  to  know  what  is  going  to 
bo  done  with  the  Admiralty  buildings 
before  we  proceed  with  the  Vote.  I 
suppose  it  to  be  £8,000  for^the  old  plan, 
and  £500  for  the  new  plan.  My  object 
is  to  obtain  from  the  Chief  Commis- 
sioner of  Works  some  explanation  as  to 
the  course  to  be  pursued.  I  was  one  of 
those  who  did  not  entirely  agree  with  the 
proposals  of  the  Government,  and  I  am 
anxious  to  know  what  is  proposed  to  be 
done.  Looking  at  the  Estimate,  it  would 
seem  that  it  is  proposed  to  close  the 
whole  thingj;  and  I  ask  what  position 
will  Messrs.  Leeming  hold  after  that, 
and  what  are  the  Government  going  to 
do  ?  I  repeat  once  more  that  I  disown 
any  intention  to  prejudice  Messrs.  Leem- 
ing in  any  shape  or  form;  on  the  con- 
trary, I  believe  they  have  done  very  well. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
'^  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £2,500,  be 
granted  for  the  said  Services." — {Mr. 
Dil  wyn. ) 

The  first  COMMISSIONER  op 
WORKS  (Mr.  Plunket)  (Dublin  Uni- 
versity) :  I  think  I  can  satisfy  the  bon. 
Member  at  once  and  answer  his  ques- 
tion. The  object  of  the  Vote  is  stated 
on  the  face  of  it,  and,  as  hon.  Members 
will  be  aware,  is  to  carry  out  as  well  as  we 
can  the  Report  of  the  Committee  that 
sat  this  year.  As  regards  Messrs.  Leem- 
ing, I  join  entirely  with  the  bon.  Member 
in  the  tribute  he  has  paid  to  them  for 
their  complete  acquiescence  in  all  that  was 
proposed  to  them.  Hon.  Members  will 
recollect  that  in  the  Report  of  the  Com- 
mittee special  attention  was  called  to 
the  ability  with  which  Messrs.  Leeming 


had  carried  out  the  plans  entrusted  to 
them.  The  fourth  paragraph  runs 
thus — 

"It  is  considered  that  Messrs.  Leeming  ably 
carried  out  the  task  assigned  to  them,  and  their 
plans  received  high  commendation  from  dis- 
tinguished architects." 

That  is  from  the  Report  of  the  majority 
of  the  Committee.  But,  as  hon.  Mem- 
bers know,  although  they  carried  out 
their  work  very  well,  the  Committee 
decided  against  adopting  the  scheme  on 
which  they  were  employed.  The  sum 
we  propose  to  award  Messrs.  Leem- 
ing was  arrived  at  after  careful  con- 
sideration, and  after  communication  with 
Messrs.  Leeming  on  the  one  hand  and 
the  Treasury  on  the  other.  In  the 
communications  I  had  with  Messrs. 
Leeming  on  the  question  they  behaved 
as  well  as  possible  all  through.  I  do 
not  anticipate  that  if  the  Committee 
votes  this  sum  that  it  will  close  our 
transactions  with  them.  There  was  an 
unanimous  feeling  in  the  Conmiittee  that 
Messrs.  Leeming  should  be  employed  on 
further  works  undertaken"';  and  I  may 
say,  though,  of  course,  I  cannot  bind  my- 
self under  all  circumstances  to  employ 
Messrs.  Leeming,  that  I  have  put  my- 
self in  communication  with  them,  with  a 
view  to  asking  them  to  prepare  plans  in 
case  the  Committee  should  adopt  this 
Vote.  I  have  the  greatest  confidence 
in  Messrs.  Leeming.  I  cannot  bind 
myself  absolutely,  under  all  circum- 
stances, not  only  to  enter  into  negotia- 
tions but  to  employ  them ;  but  I  am 
anxious  to  have  their  able  assistance. 

Mr.  SHAW  LEFEVRE  (Bradford, 
Central) :  With  regard  to  that  portion 
of  the  Vote  that  awards  a  considerable 
sum  to  Messrs.  Leeming  I  certainly 
have  no  objection  to  make.  I  do  not 
agree  with  the  conclusions  of  the  Com- 
mittee. I  believe  they  made  a  great 
mistake,  and  though  they  acted  on 
grounds  of  economy  it  will  result  in 
larger  expenditure.  But  I  would  not 
take  any  step  to  the  prejudice  of  Messrs. 
Leeming,  and  I  feel  strongly  that  thoy 
were  placed  in  an  unfortunate  position. 
They  were  led  to  believe  three  years 
ago  that  they  would  be  entrusted  with 
this  great  work,  and  on  the  strength  of 
that  they  gave  up  their  business  at  Hali- 
fax, and  were  kept  hanging  about  not 
knowing  what  was  going  to  be  done. 
Under  the  circumstances,  they  are  en- 
titled to  a  considerable  sum.    I  am  glad 
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upon  this  Voto ;  in  fact,  there  has  beon 
a  discussion  upon  it  year  after  year,  and 
I  trust  there  always  will  be  until  -we 
knock  off  such  an  outrageous  demand 
on  the  pockets  of  the  ratepayers ;  but  I 
do  not  recollect  that  any  satisfactory  in- 
formation was  given  by  the  Grovernment. 
They  gave  us  to  understand  it  was  the 
ordinary  and  usual  custom  ;  and  though 
there  is  very  little  to  bo  said  in  defence 
of  it,  yet  practically  the  Ministers  have 
not  got  the  courage  to  go  to  the  Royal 
Family  and  say  that  this  sort  of  imposition 
on  tbe  people  must  be  put  an  end  to  at 
once.  We  have  some  right  to  demand 
that  the  highly-paid  functionaries,  the 
highly-paid  officers  of  State,  such  as  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  and  others,  should  pay 
their  own  expenses  out  of  their  own 
pockets ;  and  the  country  has  a  right  to 
demand  that  the  Members  of  the  Iloyal 
Family,  their  friends,  and  other  dis- 
tinguished personages,  should  pay  their 
travelling  expenses  out  of  their  own 
pockets.  There  may  be  some  use  in  the 
Lord  Lieutenant ;  he  may  perform  some 
duties  other  than  ornamental ;  but  there 
are  very  few  duties  these  distinguished 
personages  perform  that  are  not  purely 
ornamental,  connected  with  circum- 
stances relating  to  the  aristocracy  and 
Royalty  in  this  country.  I  think  it  is 
time  we  spoke  frankly  on  this  subject. 
I  do  not  desire  to  say  anything  disre- 
spectful of  any  Member  of  the  Royal 
Family ;  but  I  say  that  it  is  not  in  the 
interests  of  the  institution  we  call 
Royalty  in  this  country  that  these  miser- 
able little  payments  should  be  continued. 
These  things  rankle  in  the  minds  of  the 
people  out-of-doors — [A  laugh.']  I  dare 
say  hon.  Members  on  the  opposite  side  of 
the  House  think  they  know  everything; 
but  I  rather  flatter  myself  we,  on  this 
side  of  the  House,  know  more  of  the 
feeling  with  which  these  matters  are 
regarded  by  the  people  out-of-doors 
than  they  do.  All  I  can  say  is  that  the 
worst  enemy  of  the  institution  of  Royalty 
in  this  country  could  not  desire  anything 
more  than  that  these  payments  should  go 
on  and  be  encouraged,  for  the  reason  that 
it  is  not  the  amount  but  the  meanness  of 
tlie  thing,  asking  us  to  pay  the  travelling 
expenses  of  these  people,  who  are,  for  the 
most  part,  lodged  and  fed  at  the  expense 
of  the  ratepayers — lodged  and  fed  and 
doing  nothing  ;  it  is  that  that  rankles  in 
the  minds  of  the  people.  If  hon.  Mem- 
bers opposite  value— and  they  do  value 
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it  more  than  I  do — the  inetituticn  of 
Royalty,  they  will  see  to  it,  and  by 
their  votes  ought  to  leave  a  standing 
record  that  they  mean  to  insist  that  these 
supplementary  payments  on  behalf  of 
Royalty  shall  be  put  an  end  to.  It  will 
not  be  long  hence  before  we  shall  hare 
to  overhaul  all  the  questions  of  expense 
connected  with  the  institution  of  Royalty. 
But,  whether  that  may  come  eoouer  or 
later,  in  the  meantime  we  have  a  riglit 
to  insist  that  these  payments  which  are 
not  connected  with  our  own  people,  but 
payments  for  their  Oerman  and  other 
foreign  brothers,  cousins,  other  relatives 
and  their  friends,  we  have  a  right  to 
insist  we  should  not  be  called  on  to  pay 
these  travelling  expenses  which  they  are 
perfectly  competent  to  pay  for  them- 
selves. I  repeat  again,  it  is  the  meanest 
thing  I  know  of  that  they  should  come 
to  us,  considering  the  sums  we  pay  for 
their  maintenance,  their  boainl  and 
lodging  amongst  us,  and  ask  us  to  pay 
these  supplementary  sums ;  and  I  would 
make  an  earnest  appeal  to  the  (Govern- 
ment to  take  the  bull  by  the  horns  at 
once,  and  cut  off  this  Vote  altogether. 
Why  should  they  jeopardize  their  repu- 
tation and  bring  themselves  into  un- 
popularity with  their  constitnendes,  and 
continue  to  bring,  not  only  lidicule,  but 
contempt  on  the  Boyal  Family  itself— 
[<<  Oh,  oh  !  'n  I  am  speaking  of  what 
I  know,  and,  as  I  said  before,  I  am 
not  wanting  for  myself  to  eay  a 
single  word  disrespecuol  to  Royalty; 
but  the  result  of  insisting  on  these 
payments  is  that  yon  are  bringing 
ridicule  and  contempt  upon  that  institu- 
tion you  deem  most  sacred,  I  will  not 
say  on  this  occasion  what  I  have  it  on 
my  mind  to  say  in  connection  with  other 
Votes  for  the  Royal  Family ;  but  I  aay 
the  sooner  you  put  an  end  to  these  ridi- 
culous payments,  which  the  people  con- 
sider it  a  fraud  and  imposition  upon 
them  to  be  called  upon  to  pay,  the 
sooner  you  will  be  doing  something  to 
render  the  institution  of  tihe  Bojal 
Family  in  our  midst  more  lasting  than 
it  is  otherwise  likely  to  be. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
*'  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £2,620,  bo 
granted  for  the  said  Servioes." — [Mr. 
Conyheare,) 

Colonel  NOLAN  :  I  fhink  this  mm 
of  £200  for  the  oonTeyance  of  fhe  Lord 
Lieutenant  to  Ireland  might  be  saTsd, 
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and  I  think  the  Committee  ought  to  give 
their  assistance  in  this  direction.  I  want 
to  know  if  it  is  a  fee  given  when  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  goes  over  first  to  Ire- 
land, because  I  know  that  he  does  not 
charge  this  £200  ?  I  went  over  in  the 
same  boat  with  Lord  Spencer  when  he 
went  to  Ireland  first,  and  he  did  not 
have  a  special  boat.  There  is  no  idea 
about  his  safety,  and  therefore  no  good 
is  got  out  of  this  charge  ;  and  I  would, 
therefore,  ask  why  it  should  be  done, 
and  what  is  the  object  of  it  ? 

Dr.  TANNER:  I  would  also  point 
out  that  the  distance  between  Holyhead 
and  Dublin  is  only  60  miles,  and  the  dis- 
tance between  Boulogne  and  Folkestone 
about  30  miles — I  may  be  a  couple  of 
miles  short ;  but  I  see  here  it  costs  £40 
for  carrying  the  Prince  of  Wales  from 
Boulogne  to  Folkestone,  while  it  costs 
£100  to  carry  the  Marquess  of  London- 
derry to  Ireland,  a  sum  which  I  strongly 
object  to.  I  have  crossed  to  Ireland  on 
several  occasions  with  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant upon  the  same  boat ;  he  had  his 
own  compartment  certainly ;  but  he  got 
across  as  well  as  if  the  whole  steamer 
was  dedicated  to  his  sacred  person.  I 
think  the  time  has  come  when  this  sort 
of  nonsense  should  be  put  an  end  to. 
Another  point  I  cannot  help  noticing  is 
in  connection  with  the  conveyance  of 
distinguished  persons  to  this  country. 
There  is  an  item  for  the  conveyance  of 
the  Crown  Princess  of  Germany  from 
Calais  to  Dover.  She  is  a  very  dis- 
tinguished personage ;  she  is  the  daughter 
of  the  Queen,  and  the  future  Empress  of 
Germany,  and  I  admit  that  every  pos- 
sible distinction  should  be  paid  to  her ; 
but  my  objection  is  that  the  line  is  not 
properly  drawn.  Here  is  the  Grand 
Duchess  of  Mecklenburg — who  is  she, 
and  what  is  she  ?  She  may  be  some 
relative  of  the  Boyal  Family — I  do  not 
know  about  that ;  but,  if  so,  she  is  cer- 
tainly not  a  person  of  the  same  rank  as 
these  other  Royal  personages  who  have 
been  carried  across  the  waters  of  the 
Channel.  Then  there  is  another  peculiar 
fact  I  noticed,  and  that  is  this — that  here 
you  have  the  Crown  Princess  of  Ger- 
many and  the  Duchess  of  Edinburgh 
crossing  the  Channel,  and  only  on  one 
occasion  the  Princess  of  Wales — she  does 
not  seem  to  tax  the  country  in  the  same 
way  other  Royal  personages  do.  There 
is  another  item  I  want  some  explanation 
of.     It  is  a  noteworthy  fact  that  when  a 


General  is  going  to  take  command  of  a 
Station  in  India  he  gets  his  passage 
money  paid.  I  find  an  item  here  for 
the  quarter  ending  3l8t  December,  1886, 
''The  Duke  and  Duchess  of  Connaught 
to  Calais  from  Dover,  £140."  If  the 
country  paid  his  passage  money  from 
England  to  India,  are  we  to  be  called  on 
here  to  pay  a  supplementary  sum  for  his 
transit  from  Dover  to  Calais  ?  If  so,  it 
is  most  extraordinary ;  and  I  hope  some 
explanation  will  be  given.  I  cannot 
help  calling  attention  to  it,  because  we 
all  know  the  Duke  of  Connaught  has 
been  in  India,  and  that  we  had  to  pass 
a  Bill  to  bring  him  home  from  India  to 
attend  the  Jubilee.  I  cannot  see  what 
purpose  this  item  is  for,  except  it  is  for 
part  and  portion  of  his  voyage  to  India. 
I  hope  I  shall  receive  some  explanation 
of  this  and  the  other  points  I  have 
raised. 

Ma.  JACKSON :  I  am  afraid  I  can 
hardly  hope  to  convert  either  of  the  hon. 
Gentlemen  who  have  addressed  the  Com- 
mittee upon  this  particular  question, 
because  their  minds  are  pretty  well  made 
up,  and  anything  I  could  say  would  not 
alter  their  convictions.  With  regard  to 
what  the  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  Galway  (Colonel  Nolan) 
said  about  the  £200  for  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant, I  think  it  is  worthy  of  considera- 
tion. I  understand  £100  is  paid,  on  the 
occasion  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant  cross- 
ing, to  the  owners  of  the  vessel,  and  not 
to  the  Lord  Lieutenant ;  but  I  will  make 
inquiries  into  the  matter.  With  regard 
to  the  item  of  £480,  referred  to  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  the  Camborne  Division 
(Mr.  Conybeare),  I  am  one  of  those  who 
think  it  is  not  a  very  large  sum  ;  and  I 
cannot  agree  that  it  is  either  fair  or 
reasonable  to  speak  of  these  persons  as 
being  lodged  and  fed  at  the  expense  of 
the  ratepayers,  for  it  is  nothing  of  the 
kind.  But  I  will  not  follow  the  hon. 
Member  into  a  discussion  as  to  which  I 
am  sure  we  should  not  agree ;  and  I 
would  rather  appeal  to  what  I  venture 
to  call  the  sense  of  the  Committee.  With 
regard  to  the  larger  item  of  equipage 
money,  to  which  the  hon.  Member  for 
the  Camborne  Division  called  attention, 
I  have  to  say  that  is  according  to  an  old 
arrangement  which,  I  admit,  looks  rather 
an  odd  one.  This  item  represents  £3,000 
of  Irish  money ;  but  whether  that  is  an- 
other injustice  to  Ireland  I  cannot  say ; 
it  is  a  sum  that  has  always  been  paid. 
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and  that  is  the  only  explanation  I  have 
of  it.  Provision  for  carrying  out  the 
duties  of  the  Office  have  to  be  made  at 
very  great  cost,  and  I  should  be  very 
much  surprised  if  any  Lord  Lieutenant 
ever  came  back  the  richer  for  holdiog 
the  Office. 

Dr.  tanner  :  He  gets  his  salary. 

Mk.  JACKSON  :  He  would  get  his 
salary  for  the  time  he  is  in  Office  ;  and, 
whether  that  is  long  or  short,  the  outlay 
upon  his  taking  Office  is  the  same. 

Dr.  TANNER:  What  is  the  equipage 
money  for  ? 

Mr.  JACKSON:  It  is  for  general 
outfit,  if  you  like. 

Dr.  TANNER:  Carriages  and  horses  ? 

Mr.  JACKSON:  Yes;  and  if  you 
have  a  Lord  Lieutenant  you  would  wish 
him  to  support  his  position  in  a  manner 
that  would  give  satisfaction  to  the  people 
of  Ireland.  I  should  be  very  much  sur- 
prised, as  I  have  said,  if  any  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant came  from  Ireland  richer  than  he 
went. 

Dr.  TANNER :  The  hon.  Gentleman 
asks,  ''  Is  this  another  injustice  to  Ire- 
land ? "  This  equipage  money  is  an 
injustice  to  Ireland,  ana  I  think  I  shall 
be  able  to  show  the  hon.  Gentleman 
why  that  is  so.  I  asked  him  what  this 
money  was  for,  and  he  said  '' carriages 
and  horses."  Well,  everyone  knows 
that  in  Ireland  we  have  got  very  good 
carriage  manufacturers,  and  men  who  can 
build  as  good  a  carriage  as  any  in  the 
City  of  London.  Then  we  also  know 
that  Ireland  is  a  country  where  horses 
are  bred ;  and  even  Members  who  sit  on 
the  other  side  of  the  House  constantly 
come  over  to  buy  horses  in  Ireland. 
What  is  done  with  this  equipage  money  ? 
What  has  the  present  Lord  Lieutenant 
done  ?  He  goes  to  a  contractor  here  in 
the  City  of  London,  and  pays  this  money 
away  in  the  City  of  London  instead  of 
spending  it  in  Ireland.  If  there  is 
money  to  be  paid  by  Parliament  into 
the  pockets  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  at 
any  rate  let  Parliament  give  him  a 
chance  of  spending  the  money  in  Ire- 
land. The  hon.  Gentleman  does  not 
understand  the  way  in  which  this  money 
has  been  spent.  I  can  assure  him  that 
1  learnt  it  from  an  official  source  a 
few  years  ago,  when  I  knew  some  gen- 
tlemen connected  with  the  Viceregal 
Court  in  Dublin.  What  the  Lord  Lieu* 
tenant  did  then,  and  I  am  assured  since, 
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was  to  go  to  one  of  these  large  contrac- 
tors in  London  and  order  his  carriage 
and  horses  here  and  send  them  across. 
I  think,  perhaps,  that  some  of  the  hon. 
Members  who  do  not  ag^ee  with  us  on 
some  of  the  other  points,  on  this  par- 
ticular point  will  agree  with  me  that 
this  is  a  standing  injustice  to  Irelanrl, 
and  ought  not  to  be  allowed  to  continue. 

Ma.  DILLWYN  :  A  g^eat  portion  of 
the  reply  of  the  Secretary  to  the  Trea- 
sury in  justification  of  the  expenditure 
was  that  it  was  what  had  been  dono 
before.     That  is  a  very   Conservative 
mode  of  reasoning;  but   there   is  one 
point  that  deserves  consideration,  and 
that  is  the  point  which  my  hon.  Friend 
the  Member  for  Mid  Cork  (Dr.  Tanner) 
called  attention  to — namely,    the  item 
for  the  passage  of  the  Duke  of  Con- 
naught  from  Dover  to   Calais.     I  re- 
member I  demurred    to   the  Bill   for 
bringing  the  Duke  of  Cbnnaught  oyer 
here,  and  we  were  told  on  that  occasion 
that  the  expense  would  not  be  charged 
to  the  public  funds.    This  is  a  matter, 
therefore,  that  requires  some  explana- 
tion.    There  is  only  one  question  I 
would  ask  before  we  come  to  the  vote. 
I  woxdd  like  to  know  upon  what  prin- 
ciple these   Supplementary  Votes  are 
drawn   up?    As  I  understand  it,  the 
Supplementary  Votes  ought  to  be  Votes 
for  some  expenses  incurred   since  the 
original  Estimate  was  drawn  up.   Many 
of  these  items  ought  and  must  have  been 
seen  before  the  Estimates  wore  drawn 
up  ;  and  therefore  I  should  like  to  know 
upon  what  principle  they  are  drawn  up  ? 

Mr.  JACKSON :  The  Supplementary 
Vote  is  certainly  a  Vote  whum  is  supple- 
mentary to  the  ordinary  Vote ;  and  it  is 
further  supplementary  in  this  sense — 
that  its  service  either  could  not  be  fore- 
seen, or  the  amount  of  it  oould  not  be 
known  when  the  original  Estimate  was 
prepared.  The  hon.  Member  for  Swan- 
sea is  an  old  Member  of  this  HousCi  and 
he  knows  there  is  at  the  disposal  of  the 
Treasury  an  item  called  the  Civil  Con- 
tingency Fund,  used  for  matters  not 
otherwise  provided  for  in  the  Vote, 
and  a  Vote  has  to  be  taken  in  order  to 
repay  the  Civil  Contingenqy  Fund  for 
the  advances  made  from  it.  He  asks 
me  a  question  in  regard  to  the  passage 
of  the  Duke  and  Duchess  of  Oonnaught. 
If  the  hon.  Member  will  be  good  enough 
to  look  at  the  Estimates  he  will  see  thesQ 
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sums  are  made  up  to  the  3 1st  March 
last ;  and  therefore  these  speoial  items 
have  nothing  to  do  with  the  ordinary 
Estimates. 

Mr.  HANDEL  COSSHAM  (Bristol, 
E.) :  I  cannot  help  thinking  this  Vote 
deserves  censure.  One-thirtieth  of  our 
population  are  paupers,  and  I  think  we 
incur  great  responsibility  in  voting 
money  away  for  such  a  foolish  thing  as 
the  equipage  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland.  Here  we  are  voting  £3,000 
for  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and  £320  for 
the  Prince  of  Wales  crossing  the  Channel 
eight  times  last  year.  I  must  say  I 
think  we  endanger  loyalty  in  this  coun- 
try by  these  small  sums  coming  up  in 
this  offensive  way  time  after  time. 

Mr.  OONYBEARE  :  I  wish  to  say 
one  word  with  respect  to  the  way  in 
which  I  propose  to  proceed  in  respect 
of  the  Motion  I  have  made.  I  would 
rather  not  take  a  Division  on  the  first 
item  respecting  the  Lord  Lieutenant, 
but  on  the  two  last  items  connected  with 
the  special  payment ;  and  that  for  the 
reason  that  my  hon.  Friend  the  Member 
for  West  Belfast  desires  to  bring  before 
the  Oommittee  some  matters  in  respect 
of  municipal  charges.  I  would  like  to 
say  this  to  the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Se- 
cretary to  the  Treasury  with  respect  to 
the  equipage  money.  His  reasoning 
was  not  convincing,  the  ground  put 
forward  being  that  because  these  things 
were  done  in  the  past  they  should  be 
done  in  the  future.  If  his  argument  is 
worth  anything — namely,  that  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  is  put  to  a  great  preliminary 
expense,  and  therefore  ought  to  have 
this  subsidiary  aud  equipment  money, 
I  would  point  out  that  as  these  occasions 
do  not  very  frequently  arise  the  proper 
mode  of  proceeding  would  be  to  come 
and  ask  for  a  Supplementary  Vote  when 
tliey  are  put  to  this  necessary  expense, 
and  do  not  get  their  salary  for  more 
than  a  very  short  period.  To  make  up 
a  constant  charge,  instead  of  a  mere  tem- 
porary and  exceptional  charge,  is  what 
we  have  a  very  great  right  to  protest 
against.  However,  as  I  sympathize 
with  the  grievance  of  our  friends  in 
Ireland,  I  will  not  object  to  this  money 
being  granted,  provided  it  is  spent  in 
Ireland  ;  and  if  we  have  such  an  assur- 
ance I  will  not  press  that  item. 

The  CHAIRMAN :  There  would  be 
no  difficulty  about  the  hon.  Member  for 
West  Belfast  moving  aa"    Motion  he 


desires.  Does  the  hon.  Member  with- 
draw his  Motion  ? 

Mr.  OONYBEARE  :  I  will  withdraw 
my  Motion  so  far  as  that  item  is  con- 
cerned. 

The  chairman  :  It  is  not  neces- 
sary  for  the  hon.  Member  to  withdraw 
in  order  to  accommodate  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  West  Belfast.  <^ 

Mb.  OONYBEARE:  I  will  withdraw 
the  Motion,  and  move  it  in  another 
form. 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Original  Question  again  proposed. 

Mr.  OONYBEARE:  I  beg  now  to 
move  the  reduction  of  the  Vote  by  the 
sum  of  £680. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  put, 
^^  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £5,289,  be 
granted  for  the  said  Services." — (i/r. 
Conyheare.) 

The  Committee  divided: — Ayes  21 ; 
Noes  118:  Majority  97,— (Div.  List, 
No.  458.)  [2.30  A.M.] 

Original  Question  again  proposed. 

Mr.  sexton  :  This  Vote  contains 
several  items  for  the  expenses  of  Muni- 
cipal Charter  inquiries  for  19  places  in 
different  parts  of  England.  Among 
these  I  do  not  notice  the  name  of  Has- 
lingden.  I  am  aware  that  some  time 
ago  the  occupiers  and  ratepayers  of  this 
place  presented  a  Petition,  signed  by 
two-thirds  of  their  number,  praying  for 
a  Charter  of  Incorporation.  I  have 
looked  through  their  statement  of  facta 
upon  which  their  request  is  founded, 
and  if  it  is  well-founded  I  should  be 
surprised  if  their  Petition  were  refused. 
I  cannot  understand  even  why  it  should 
be  delayed,  for  the  place  is  far  more 
populous  than  many  municipal  towns ; 
it  is  growing  rapidly;  and,  looking 
through  the  figures  in  relation  to  taxa- 
tion, one  can  see  that  it  is  a  thriving 
and  important  place.  Seeing  that  so 
large  a  proportion  as  two-thirds  of  the 
rateable  occupiers  support  the  Petition, 
I  should  like  to  know  on  what  grounds 
it  is  refused  or  delayed,  when  there  is 
such  a  strong  primd  facie  case  in  its 
support  ?  Another  item  of  the  Vote  to 
which  I  wish  to  call  attention  is  the 
sum  of  £47  17«.  \Qd,  for  the  payment  of 
medical  expenses  of  officers  injured 
during  the  Belfast  riots.  The  Consta- 
bulary officers,  incapacitated  from  duty 
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by  reason  of  injuries  sustained,  were 
few ;  but  there  were  400  men  of  the 
police  force  and  the  military  injured  on 
that  occasion,  and  tended  in  the  hospitals 
of  Belfast.  On  consideration  of  this  a 
grant  of  £800  in  aid  of  these  hospitals, 
which  are  supported  by  voluntary  sub- 
scriptions, was  promised  by  the  late 
Chief  Secretary  ;  but  I  do  not  tind  that 
this  has  been  carried  out.  Unless  I 
ascertain  that  the  Government  have 
paid  the  expenses  incurred  in  the  hos- 
pitals on  account  of  the  wounded  men  of 
the  military  and  civil  force  I  shall  move 
to  expunge  this  item  from  the  Vote,  for 
I  do  not  understand  why  this  medical 
attendance  should  be  paid  for,  and  not 
that  of  the  men  who  did  all  the  fighting, 
and  received  most  injury. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  This  is  a 
matter  that  has  not  come  before  me 
during  my  tenure  of  Office  of  Irish 
Secretary,  and  I  am  sorry  to  say  I  have 
not  the  information  the  hon.  Gentleman 
desires.  Certainly,  nothing  has  been 
said  or  suggested  to  me  with  regard  to 
payment  to  these  hospitals ;  but  I  shall 
be  glad  to  make  inquiries,  and  give 
the  hon.  Member  all  the  information  I 
can. 

Mr.  JACICSON:  As  to  the  other 
question  the  hon.  Member  has  raised,  I 
am  not  in  a  position  to  give  the  hon. 
Member  information ;  but  I  will  cause 
inquiry  to  be  made.  I  could  not  know 
that  the  hon.  Member  was  going  to 
raise  the  question,  inasmuch  as  it  is  not 
connected  with  any  item  in  the  Vote. 

Mr.  sexton  :  It  is  a  question  that 
affects  60,000  inhabitants. 

The  CHAIEMAN  :  It  is  not  a  matter 
to  discuss  on  tho  Vote ;  it  is  a  matter 
of  the  policy  of  the  Home  Office  and 
the  Privy  Council.  This  is  merely  a 
question  of  payments  made. 

Mr.  SEXTON:  I  do  not  wish  to 
discuss  it.  Unless  the  Government  tell 
me  there  will  be  an  inquiry  I  will  move 
to  reduce  the  Vote. 

Mr.  JACKSON:  It  is  not  possible 
for  mo  to  give  an  answer  to  the  question, 
about  which  I  know  nothing.  But  I 
will  inquire,  and  I  think  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman might  be  satisfied  with  that 
assurance.  It  is  not  a  matter  in  tho 
Vote,  and  therefore  I  could  not  antici- 
pate the  question  coming  on.  I  say  I 
will  make  inquiry  and  ascertain  what 
has  boon  done,  and  then  I  will  inform 
the  hon.  Gentleman.     If  then  he  is  not 
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satisfied  it  rests  with  hinx  to  take  what 
course  he  thinks  best. 

Mr.  SEXTON:  The  Petition  fiom 
Haslingden  has  been  presented  among 
these  others,  and  it  seems  a  strong  pr/fta 
facie  case. 

The  chairman  :  This  is  a  Vote  for 
the  repayment  of  expenses  paid  last 
year. 

Mr.  sexton  :  This  Petition  was 
presented  last  year.  I  move  to  reduce 
the  Vote  by  £200  in  the  absence  of  any 
satisfactory  assurance  in  regard  to  this 
matter. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
**  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £5,869,  be 
granted  for  the  said  Services." — (J/r. 

Sexton,) 

Mr.  OONYBEARE  :  I  do  not  wish 
to    trouble  the    Committee    with   any 
remarks.    I  only  want  to  say,  as  tie 
Financial  Secretary  has  promised,  at  the 
instance  of  the  hon.  Member  for  West 
Belfast,  to  make  inquiries  into  a  par- 
ticular case,  that  I  wish  to  ask  him  if  he 
will  also  make  inquiries  in  respect  to 
Loughborough — an  almost  similar  case  ? 
I  have  had  the  matter  brought  to  my 
notice  and  have  been  asked  to  do  some- 
thing.   I  therefore  ask  the  hon.  Qen- 
tleman  to  make  it  the  subject  of  in< 
quiry. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided: — ^Ayes  15; 
Noes  117:  Majority  102.— (Dir.  List, 
No.  459.)  [2.46  a.m.] 

Original  Question  put,  and  u§r$9d  to. 

Resolutions  to  be  reported  To-marfw. 

Committee  to  sit  again  2VM0rrov. 


SUPPLY.— REPOBT. 
Resolutions  [6th  September]  r^pvrttd. 

First  Eleven  Resolutions  agre$d  to, 

(12.)  ''That a  sum,  not  exoeeding  £60,000, 
be  granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  defray  the  Charge 
which  will  oozno  in  oourse  of  payment  duiag 
tho  year  ending  on  the  Slat  day  of  March 
1888,  for  the  exooution  of  certain  Public  Works, 
and  the  promotion  of  cerfcaia  Indaatriei  in 
Ireland." 

Resolution  read  a  second  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
^*  That  this  House  doth  agree  witk  tho 
Committee  in  the  said  Resolution." 

Me.  W.  a.  MAODONALD  (Queen's 
Co.,  Ossory) :  I  desire  to  bring  under  the 
notice  of  the  House — and  I  will  speak 
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very  briefly  at  this  hour — two  items  in 
this  Vote,  £5,000  for  the  draina^^e  of 
the  Barrow,  and  £7,000  for  preliminary 
inquiry  and  plans  in  reference  to  parts 
of  the  Barrow  and  the  Bann.  I  want 
really  to  get  some  information  in  regard  to 
these  matters.  The  £5,000  provided  in 
this  Vote  is  a  very  small  sum  indeed 
considering  the  work  to  be  accomplished. 
The  Royal  Commission  has  recommended 
not  a  loan  but  a  giftof  £75,000  for  these 
purposes.  The  Royal  Commissioners 
use  these  very  remarkable  words — 

"  We  think  that  in  this  case  the  Government 
may  treat  the  improvement  of  this  extensive 
tract  of  country  as  of  national  concern,  as  the 
injuries  are  very  wide -spread." 

Now,  I  think  the  Government  will  see 
that  the  sum  of  £5,000  is  a  mere  flea- 
bite  compared  with  what  will  be  re- 
quired. The  entire  cost  will  be  some- 
thing like  £350,000,  and  of  this  the 
Commission  recommended  the  Govern- 
ment to  give  £75,000.  Now  the  first 
question  is,  do  the  Government  really 
mean  to  carry  out,  to  any  thorough  ex- 
tent, the  recommendations  of  thfe  Com- 
mission with  this  £5,000  as  an  instal- 
ment of  £75,000  to  be  presently  granted? 
Then  another  question  I  want  to  put 
to  the  Government  is  whether  they 
really  intend  legislation  on  the  subject  ? 
But  first  I  ought  to  mention  that  there 
is  a  strong  feeling  in  the  district  that 
no  more  money  need  be  expended  on 
preliminary  inquiry.  The  Royal  Com- 
missioners have  sketched  the  history  of 
what  has  been  done.  The  Barrow 
drainage  survey  was  practically  executed 
as  far  back  as  1 847 ;  and,  I  think  it  has 
been  revived  in  various  forms  since.  In 
1882  there  was  a  survey  and  valuation, 
half  of  which  was  carried  out  by  the 
Government.  In  1885,  Lord  Spencer 
appointed  a  Commission  for  the  purpose 
of  considering  the  matter,  whichreported 
in  the  next  year.  That,  also,  resulted 
in  nothing,  and  now  we  have  the  elabo 
rate  Report  of  the  Royal  Commission  to 
which  I  have  referred.  It  would  seem 
with  all  this  we  have  sufficient  informa- 
tion already,  and  I  want  to  know  whe- 
ther the  portion  of  this  £1,200  which  is 
going  to  be  granted  for  preliminary 
expenses,  in  connection  with  this  Barrow 
drainage,  should  not  be  spent  on  the 
actual  drainage  itself.  Another  question 
is,  whether  this  is  to  be  followed  by 
legislation.  The  Commissioners  say,  the 
entire  scheme  cannot  be  carried  out  with- 
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out  legislation,  and  they  lay  down  cer- 
tain lines  on  which  that  legislation  must 
proceed,  Now,  if  that  is  so,  I  want  to 
know  definitely,  and  I  hope  the  Chief 
Secretary  recognizes  the  importance  of 
the  question,  whether  this  legislation 
will  be  brought  in  early  next  Session, 
or  whether  it  will  be  allowed  to  hang 
on  from  month  to  month  and  from  Ses- 
sion to  Session.  I  can  indicate  the  im- 
portance of  the  question,  when  I  mention 
that  it  has  been  reported  that  a  bad 
state  of  health,  bordering  on  pestilence, 
exists  at  Portarlington,  and  the  medical 
officer  of  the  district,  after  consultation 
with  others,  arrived  at  the  conclusion 
that  nothing  could  be  done  to  remove 
the  danger  until  the  Barrow  is  drained. 
The  local  officer  declares,  that  if  a  fever 
were  to  break  out  at  any  time  in  the 
neighbourhood  the  consequences  would 
be  disastrous;  and  at  this  time  of 
cholera  epidemics,  the  importance  of 
proceeding  rapidly  with  the  works  is 
evident.  I  may  mention  before  I  sit 
down,  that  the  whole  of  this  area  the 
catchment  of  the  Barrow,  700,000  acres, 
46,000  are  subject  to  periodical  inunda- 
tion, so,  under  the  circumstances,  there 
is  every  reason  to  proceed  with  the 
matter  at  once.  The  people  say  they 
would  prefer  a  less  expensive  scheme 
than  that  recommended  by  the  Commis- 
sion, and  that  there  was  an  excellent 
scheme  devised  by  Messrs.  Lewis  and 
Stoke  to  cost  £153,000,  but  as  to  that  I, 
knowing  nothing  of  it,  do  not  commit 
myself.  At  a  meeting,  held  on  August 
17,  to  consider  the  whole  subject,  resolu- 
tions were  passed  urging  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant to  proceed  at  once  with  the  work 
and  the  formation  of  drainage  districts. 
I  hope  this  desire  of  the  people  to  help 
themselves  will  induce  the  Government 
to  do  what  they  can  to  assist,  and  I 
hope  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will 
reply  to  the  questions  I  have  put  to 
him. 

Colonel  NOLAN :  I  think  the  Go- 
vernment ought  to  be  pressed  to  consent 
to  an  adjournment  on  this  question. 
One  of  the  great  inconveniences  of  dis- 
cussing such  a  subject  on  an  occasion 
like  this,  is  that  we  can  only  speak  once. 
[^LatighUr.^  Well,  we  allowed  the  Com- 
mittee stage  to  go  through  without 
debate,  and  I  think  we  ought  to  get  an 
opportunity  of  expressing  our  opinions 
on  this  subject  at  some  hour  other  than 
3  o'clock  in  the  morning,  when  it  is  idle 

3  C 


1507 


Supply — 


{COMMONS! 


Report, 


\m 


to  attempt  to  say  a  few  words  with 
any  hope  of  their  being  reported. 
\_Luughter.']  It  is  rather  difficult  to 
enter  into  complicated  details,  when  one 
is  subject  to  interruption  from  the  few 
hon.  Members  who  are  not  sleeping. 
However,  as  my  appeal  meets  with  no 
response  from  the  Government,  I  shall 
adopt  the  course  of  stating  my  argument 
as  best  I  can,  and  possibly,  I  may  con- 
clude with  a  Motion.  The  first  thing  I 
have  to  point  out  is,  the  extraordinary 
system  that  has  been  followed.  When 
the  House  consented  to  this  Vote  of 
£50,000, 1  dare  say  many  Members  wore 
not  aware  how  this  sum  is  obtained.  It 
is,  with  the  exception  of  a  small  portion 
from  the  proprietors,  money  out  of  the 
small  tenants  of  Ireland.  This  £50,000 
is  a  corresponding  sum  in  two  amounts 
voted  for  England  and  Scotland 
£450,000  and  £60,000,  the  one  in  the 
form  of  a  grant  for  highways  in  Eng- 
land, and  the  other  for  Scotland,  and 
voted  for  the  first  time  to-night  in  pur- 
suance of  the  remission  of  local  taxation 
announced  on  the  Budget  night.  But 
there  has  been  no  corresponding  remis- 
sion of  County  cess  in  Ireland,  but  the 
Grovernment  intended  to  distribute  this 
£50,000  in  consultation  with  the  Irish 
Members.  Now,  first  I  object  totally  to 
this.      I  think    that    when    you    were 

fiving  large  grants  for  highways  in 
Ingland  and  Scotland,  members  would 
have  been  more  willing  to  relieve  the 
tenants  of  Ireland  from  the  heavy 
county  rates  they  pay ;  in  some  parts 
of  Connemara  as  much  as  4«.  6^.  io  the 
pound,  much  higher  than  anything  paid 
in  England.  Secondly,  I  object  to  the 
manner  in  which  the  Government  have 
acted  since  the  declaration  on  the  Budget 
night.  They  have  never  consulted 
Irish  Members ;  they  have  simply  allo- 
cated this  £50,000  according  to  their 
own  fancy.  Possibly  a  few  county 
gentlemen,  possibly  a  few  Conservative 
Members,  may  have  been  spoken  to  on 
the  subject ;  and  I  cannot  say  positively 
that  no  Member  on  this  side  has  had 
an  opportunity  of  expressing  an  opinion  ; 
but  no  message  has  been  sent  to  the 
Irish  Party  generally.  This  proposal 
for  taxing  the  small  Irish  farmers  was 
determined  on  without  consulting  the 
Irish  Members ;  it  is  a  crying  case  in 
favour  of  a  Home  Eulo  Legislature, 
especially  as  the  Government  now  insist 
upon  taking  the  final  stage  of  the  Vote 
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at  an  hour  when  the  public  can  know 
very  little  about  it.     I  will  not  say  that 
every  part  of  the  scheme  for  distributing 
this  sum  of  £50,000,  oontribated  mainlj 
by  small  Irish  farmers,    is  bad ;  but  I 
say  you  are  taking  upon  yourselves  an 
enormous   responsibility   without  suffi- 
cient acquaintance  with  facts  when  yoa 
dispose  of  it  without  proper  discussion 
and  without  submitting  your  proposals 
publicly  or  privately  to  the  consideration 
of  Irish  Members.     Now,  first  there  is 
£12,000  for  the  Shannon.      I  was  on 
the    Shannon   Commission ;    it    was  a 
mixed  Commission,  upon  which,  I  be- 
lieve, I  was  the  only  Home  Ruler.    All 
Parties  were  agreed  that  there  was  no 
gigantic  work  to  be  undertaken  on  the 
Shannon.    All  you  have  to  do  is  to  take 
off  a  certain  amount  of  water,  which  you 
can  take  off  by  a  stroke   of  the  pen. 
[^Laughter.']    Yes;  I  will  take  it  off  to- 
morrow by  a  stroke  of  the  pen  if  the 
Chief  Secretary  will  give  me  his  signa- 
ture ordering  the  sluices  to  be  opened. 
You  keep  up  a  certain  amount  of  water 
in  the  'interests  of  navigation ;   but  as 
the  Royal  Commission  recommended  the 
interests  of  drainage  should  be  oonsnlted 
rather  than  the  interests  of  naTigation. 
But  you  have  not  done  that,  and  you 
are  now  going  into  elaborate  works  to 
combine  the  interests  of  drainage  and 
navigation.    Bat  I  do  not  see  the  neoes- 
sity  of  the  large  expenditure ;  all  that 
need  be  done — and  it  will,   I  admit, 
lessen  the  conveniences  of  navigation 
— is  to  reduce  the  quantity  of  water  in 
the  Shannon,  and  that  will  satisfy  everj- 
body  so  far  as  drainage  is  eonoemed. 
Navigation  would  be  interfered  with  to 
the  extent  of  reducing  the   depth  of 
water  by  about  a  foot.     Upon  this  point 
you  would   do    well  to    consult  Iriah 
Members    before  you  take   advice  of 
engineers  and  embark  upon  a  large  ex* 
penditure,  of  which  £12,000  is  a  be- 
ginning.     Now,  I  come  to  the  Bann. 
This  question  came  before  the  B^al 
Commission,  and  it  recommended  that 
something  should  be  done.     I  do  not 
know  that  it  is  good  policy  to  tax  Keny 
for  the  Bann  drainage,  taxing  in  the 
sense  that  you  do  not  remit  taxation 
because  of  this ;  but  something  has  to 
be  done.      You  have  lodged  up  the 
waters  of  Lough  Neagh  and  put  a  dam 
across  the  upper  part  of  the  Bann ;  also 
for  purposes  of  navigation,  and  I  admit 
that  something  must  be  dona.    But  tin 
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hon.  Member  for  Queen's  Oounty  has 
laid  a  policy  before  you,  and  has  showed 
the  enormous  ultimate  expense  in  which 
the  country  and  the  district  will  be  in- 
volved, and  this  before  it  has  been  voted 
upon  by  any  representative  Irish  Body 
or  Party.  You  are  doing  a  serious 
thing  in  spending  this  initial  sum  with- 
out giving  heed  to  public  opinion  in 
reference  to  an  expenditure  of  between 
£300,000  and  £400,000,  an  enormous 
sum  for  a  district  in  Ireland  where  there 
is  little  ready  money.  Passing  over  the 
piers  and  roads,  to  which  items  I  do  not 
object  very  much,  I  come  to  the  amount 
to  be  devoted  to  the  encouragement  of 
the  breed  of  horses  and  cattle  in  Ire- 
land. Now,  we  know  what  has  been 
done  with  £3,200  of  the  money ;  but 
we  do  not  know  what  has  been  done, 
or  is  to  be  done,  with  the  other  £1,800. 
The  £3,200  is  given  for  16  stallions 
selected  by  the  Royal  Dublin  Society. 
Now,  I  do  not  know  that  the  Eoyal  Dub- 
lin Society  was  certainly  the  best  body  to 
have  the  selection,  and  I  rather  think 
that,  instead  of  16  stallions  at  £200  each, 
it  would  have  been  better  to  have  had 
32  at  £100  each;  but  this  is  a  matter 
of  opinion.  I  do  not  blame  the  Govern- 
ment much  for  that;  but  you  have 
not  laid  down  any  system  by  which 
farmers  are  to  take  advantage  of 
what  is  offered,  and  are  to  send  their 
mares.  If  you  leave  it  to  the  selection 
of  owners  you  throw  the  arrangement 
very  much  into  the  hands  of  the  groom, 
or  you  leave  it  with  the  Poor  Law 
Board,  and  unless  you  have  recourse  to 
the  ballot — the  only  other  way — you 
will  find  that  a  few  farmers  will  be 
favoured  at  the  expense  of  the  many. 
And  then  I  want  to  know  what  is  to  be 
done  with  the  £1,800.  I  do  not  pay 
much  attention  to  the  other  items,  that 
for  Donegal,  and  for  the  Munster  Dairy 
School ;  in  my  county  we  have  no  large 
dairies,  and  I  do  not  feel  prepared  to 
talk  about  that.  As  I  have  said,  I 
doubt  very  much  the  desirability  of  what 
you  propose  to  do  in  the  way  of  drain- 
age. You  pick  out  three  rivers,  but  it 
is  not  only  in  regard  to  the  great  rivers 
that  drainage  is  wanted  ;  the  glands  that 
feed  the  great  rivers  often  require  atten- 
tion quite  as  much.  In  no  case  is  atten- 
tion more  required  than  at  Tuam. 
There  a  large  amount,  some  £70,000  or 
£80,000,  has  been  spent  in  arterial 
drainage,  and  that  requires  keeping  up. 


There  is  no  great  river ;  but  here  and  in 
many  other  places  you  may  see  the  efifect 
of  arterial  drainage,  and  can  form  an 
opinion  as  to  what  is  required  to  be 
done.  But,  as  was  to  be  expected, 
engineers  turn  to  the  great  rivers.  I 
should  not  have  selected  the  Shannon, 
and  my  hon.  Friend  has  referred  to  the 
Bann.  The  Qovemment  are  working 
in  the  dark,  and  are  incurring  a  great 
responsibility  in  taking  away  money 
practically  in  the  most  unconstitutional 
manner.  Practically,  though  I  admit 
not  theoretically,  they  are  taking  money 
never  voted ;  they  are  taking  the  rates 
of  the  country  and  applying  them  to 
fancy  purposes.  I  know  they  have  not 
done  it  theoretically,  but  practically  they 
have,  because  there  are  remissions 
allowed  to  the  local  rates  of  England 
and  Scotland ;  but  in  consequence  of 
the  use  to  which  these  funds  are  to  be 
devoted  there  is  no  corresponding  re- 
mission to  Ireland.  To  mark  my  pro- 
test, I  beg  to  move  the  adjournment  of 
this  debate. 

Mr.  PYNE  (Waterford,  W.) :  I  dififer 
from  my  hon.  and  gallant  Friend 

Mr.  W.  H.  smith  :  I  cannot  help 
regarding  this  as  wilful  repetition  of  a 
discussion  that  has  already  gone  far 
enough. 

Mr.  PYNE:  But  I  am  speaking — 
[  Cries  of  **  Order !  "  and  interruptions^ — 
You  speak  much  more  often  than  I  do. 
My  hon.  and  gallant  Friend — [^Fnterrup- 
iion8.~\ 

Mr.  speaker  :  Order,  Order ! 

Mr.  W.  H.  smith  :  I  claim  to  move, 
Sir,  **  That  the  Question  be  now  put." 

Question  put  accordingly,  ''That  the 
Question  be  now  put." 

The  House  divided : — Ayes  116  ;  Noes 
16 :  Majority  100.— (Div.  List,  No.  460.) 

Question  proposed,  ''That  this  House 
doth  agree  with  the  Committee  on  the 
said  Kesolution." 

CoLONBL  NOLAN:  I  moved  the  ad- 
journment of  the  Debate. 

Mr.  sexton  :  On  a  point  of  Order, 
Sir.  Was  not  the  Question  upon  which 
we  decided  just  now  ''  That  the  Question 
be  now  put ; "  and  is  not  the  Motion 
moved  by  my  hon.  and  gallant  Friend 
now  before  the  House  that  this  Debate 
be  now  adjourned  ? 

Mr.  speaker  :  No  Motion  for  ad- 
journment was  put  from  the  Gliair.    It 
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Sir  EowARD  Clarke,  Chairman. 

Clauses  1  to  6,  inclusive,  severally 
agreed  to. 

Clause  7  (Form  of  register). 

Motion  made,  and  Question  put,  **  That 
the  Clause  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

The  Committee  divided: — Ayes  113; 
Noes  11:  Majority  102.— (Div.  List, 
No.  463.) 

Clause  8  (The  registrar,  and  the  office 
for  registration). 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
**  That  the  Clause  stand  part  of  the 
Bill." 

Mr.  CLANCY  (Dublin  Co.,  N.):  I 
beg  to  move  that  the  Chairman  do  report 
Progress.  No  explanation  has  been 
given  of  this  Bill,  and  among  the  Mem- 
bers now  present  there  are  few  lawyers, 
and  this  is  a  lawyer's  Bill.  This  is  one 
of  the  many  grounds  upon  which  I 
might  support  this  Motion.  Another 
ground  is  that  we  require  some  expla- 
nation of  the  effect  of  the  Bill  upon  exitit- 
ing  deeds  of  arrangement,  especially 
as  regards  Ireland.  There  are  doubts 
in  the  minds  of  some  as  to  how  the  Bill 
will  affect  deeds  of  arrangement  not 
registered. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
'^That  the  Chairman  do  now  report 
Progress,  and  ask  leave  to  sit  again." 
— {Mr,  Clancy,) 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  (Sir 
Richard  Webster)  (Isle  of  Wight) : 
The  hon.  G-entleman  opposite  (Mr. 
Clancy)  has  quite  forgotten  the  history 
of  this  Bill,  or  he  could  not  possibly 
have  made  the  observations  he  did.  The 
Bill  is  actually  the  same,  word  for  word, 
as  when  it  went  through  the  House  on 
a  former  occasion,  and  every  clause  was 
carefully  discussed.  The  hon.  Member 
for  Kilkenny  discussed  the  Bill  from  an 
Irish  point  of  view,  and  proposed  several 
Amendments,  which  I  accepted.  The 
Bill  was  read  a  third  time  with  the  full 
assent  of  the  House,  including  many 
Irish  Members;  but  owing  to  a  tech- 
nical slip  it  became  a  lapsed  Order,  and 
had  to  be  re-introduced,  and  the  stages 
of  the  Bill  had  to  be  repeated.  I  am 
sure  the  hon.  Member  cannot  be  aware 
of  this,  and  cannot  require  me  to  repeat 
my  statements  in  reference  to  tlio  I3ill, 


or  give  Members  the  trouble  of  walking 
through  the  Lobbies.  There  are  do 
doubt  stages  of  other  Bills  to  g«t 
through,  and  if  he  insists  X  will  not  pro- 
ceed with  this;  but  I  appeal  to  the  hon. 
Member,  now  ho  knows  the  state  of  the 
facts,  to  allow  the  Bill  to  go  through 
Committee. 

Mr.  CLANCY :  I  respect  my  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  Kilkenny  veij 
highly ;  but  it  is  not  because  he  sets  his 
imprimation  on  the  Bill  that  we  should 
all  do  the  same. 

SiE  RICHARD  WEBSTER:  You 
discussed  it  in  Oomniittee. 

Mr.  CLANCY :  The  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  is  mistaken.  I  never  said  a 
word  upon  it.  I  never  saw  or  heard  of 
the  Bill  before.  Another  reason  why 
we  should  not  proceed  in  spite  of  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman's  assur- 
ances is  that  I  myself  intended  to  more 
an  Amendment  to  Clause  5. 

The  CHAIRMAN:  Clause  5  has 
been  disposed  of. 

Mr.  CLANCY:  I  only  say  I  would 
have  moved  an  Amendment  if  I  had  had 
an  opportunity.  It  is  an  additional 
reason  why  Progress  should  be  reported. 
Another  reason  is,  that  although  the  ex- 
planation giyen  of  the  oharacter  of  the 
Bill  looks  very  plausible,  last  night  an 
explanation  was  given  of  another  Bill, 
which  according  to  a  letter  in  The  Hmn 
this  morning— 

The  chairman  :  I  must  ask  the 
hon.  Q-entleman  to  confine  his  observa- 
tions to  the  Motion  to  report  Progress. 

Mr.  CLANCY :  I  thought  my  obser- 
vations were  relevant  to  that. 

Dr.  tanner  (Cork .  Co.,  Mid) :  I 
would  ask  the  Attorney  General,  out  of 
justice  to  himself,  and  consideration  for 
the  Committee,  to  defer  further  discus- 
sion of  this  Bill.  On  the  last  occasion 
when  this  Deeds  of  Arrangement  Bill 
was  before  the  House,  I  aued  him  to 
defer  it  until  such  time  as  hon.  Mem- 
bers who  took  an  interest  in  it  were 
present  to  take  part  in  the  disoussioD. 
I  hope  the  good  sense  of  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  will  prompt  him  on 
this  occasion  to  some  deed  of  arrange- 
ment that  will  conduce  to  the  benefit 
of  himseK  and  the  House. 

Question,  put,  and  n^geMpgi. 

Clause  agreed  to. 

Clause  9  (Rectification  of  register}. 
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Motion  mad?,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That    the  Clause    stand    part  of  the 
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Jill." 

CoLONEi.  NOLAN  (Galway,  N.) :  I 
now  move  the  Motion  to  report  Progress, 
and  I  think  the  Attorney  Qeneral  will 
be  disposed  to  assent  to  it. 

"  That 


Motion  made,   and  Question, 
the  Chairmau  do  report  Progress,  am 
ask  leave  to  alt  again."— ( Cclontl  Nolan. 

8iH  RICHARD  WEBSTER:   OfUhi 
course,  there  is  other  Business  to  be  got 
through,    and   I    did  say  I  would  not 
press  this  against  any  resistance.     But, 
inasmuoh  as  I  presume  the  other  clauset 


MERCHANT    SHIPPING     (MISCRLlJi 

NEOUS)  BILL.— [Bill  348.] 

{Boron  Smrg  De  IVormi,  Mr.  Jaelnon.) 

COMHITTEE. 

Sill  coniidtrtd  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Clause  1  (Short  title  and  construction). 

Mb.    CLANCY    (Dublin    Co.,     N). : 

May    I    ask    for   some    explanation   of 


Bill? 


The  SECEETAET  to  thk  BOARD 
OF  TEADE  (Baron  Henry  De  Wobms) 
(Liverpool,  East  Toxteth) :  It  is  purely 
of  a  technical  nature,  and  is  simply  to 
ithout  opposition,  they  [  carry   out   the   recommendation  of  the 
to-morrow,  and  we  need  ,  Committee  on  Public  Accounts  that  cer- 
tain monies  now  paid  to  the  Exchequer 
Mb.  sexton  :    I  have  no  objection  |  should  be  paid  to  the  Mercantile  Marine 
intrinsically  to   the    Bill,  but  I  should    Fund,    and  also   to    bring   within    the 
irpriaed,  after  the  extraordinary  '  definition  of  lighthouse   any  improved 


conduct  of  the  Government  to-night 
relation  to  the  case  of  outrage  I  felt  it 
my  duty  to  put  before  the  House,  I  should 
not  be  surprised  if  this  and  oUier  Bills 
met  with  opposition. 

Question  put,  and  agmd  to. 

Committee   report   Progress ;  to    sit 
again  To-morrow. 

BANKRUPTCY     (DLSCHAROE     AND 

CLOSURE)  BILL.-[BiLL  327.] 

(J/",-.   Alloynvy  Otnir^l,    Mr.  SolUHor    Qeniral. 

Baron  Uinry  Vi  Worm:) 

COMUITTEB. 

Bill  conniiertd  in  Committee. 
(In  the  Committee.) 

Clauses  1  to  H,  inclusive,  severally 
agreed  to. 

Clause  5  (Provision  as  to  release  of 
trustee). 

On    the    Motion    of    Mr.   ATToairEY 
Oene:ral,    the    following  Amendments 


made 


—In  page  3,  line  5,  after  "official    doaoripti 

r,"  insert  "or  ofBuial  assignee; 

line  9,  after  "him,"  insert  "  per- 
sonally; "  line  13,  after  "official  re- 
eeiver,"   insert  "or  official  assignee;" 

r  ofHoial  assignee  ;  "  in  line 
"him,"   insert  "personally;"  line   18, 
leave    out    "or,"  and   after    "made," 
insert  "  or  liability  incurred." 
Clause,  aa  amended,  agreed  to. 


lighting,  or  apparatus  for  fog 
signalling. 

Clause  agreed  to. 

Clause  2  (Fees  on  examination  of 
engineers  to  be  paid  to  Mcroa utile 
Marine  Fund). 

On  the  Motion  of  Baron  Hensy  Db 
Wo  HUB,  the  following  Amendments 
made: — In  page  2,  line  2,  by  leaving 
out'  "  paid,"  and  inserting  "  payable  ;  " 
in  line  4,  by  leaving  out  "  paid,"  and  in- 
serting "levied;"  and,  in  line  5,  by  leav- 
ing out  "paid,"  and  inserting  "levied." 

Clause,  as  amended,  agrted  to. 

Clauses  3  and  4  severally  tlruck  out. 

Clauses  5  and  C  severally  ajrwrf  to. 

Clause  7  (Explanation  of  meaning  of 
lighthouse). 

Amendment  proposed, 

la  page  3,  line  12,  after  "signili,"  insart 
"and  the  expreuioa  'new  lightboaw '  ahall 
iDClade  the  addition  to  anj  exiating  lighthouse 
li   any  improved  light,  or  any  airen,  or  any 

""  ■   "  "     it  fog  signal." — (Koron  Itmry  i»« 


Question  proposed,  "That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 
■  "  insert       Colonel  NOLAN  :   I  should  like  to 
17   after    ^^''^    some    explanation    of    this    and 
'  what  is  the  object  of   it.     The  clause 

has  that  objection  in  the  drafting  that 
it  does  not  explain  itself  except  to  a 
person  technically  acquainted  with  ths 
subject.  The  whole  thing  is  set  down 
Committee  report  Progreis ;  to  sit  by  a  reference  to  the  Merchant  Shipping 
again  on  TAuriaoy.  |  Act  of   1854,  and  it  ia  impoanbU  t^ 
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understand  it  unless  one  Las  aoquaint- 
ancG  with  that  Act. 

Sir  EICHAED  WEB8TEE  :  I  shall 
1)0  glad  to  give  an  explanation.  The 
hon.  and  gallant  Member  is  possibly 
aware  that  very  great  improvements 
have  been  made  in  the  lighthouses 
around  the  coasts  of  England,  Ireland, 
and  Scotland,  and  it  has  been  found 
necessary  to  provide  for  expenditure 
on  additional  apparatus;  and  it  has, 
therefore,  been  necessary  to  include 
various  appliances  within  the  definition 
lighthouse. 

Colonel  NOLAN :  And  there  is  no 
alteration  in  the  dues  ? 

Sir  EICHAED  WEBSTEE :  No 
alteration  at  all. 

Dr.  TANNEE  :  It  appears  to  me 
that  a  great  part  of  the  clause  is  super- 
fluous. Should  I  be  in  Order  in  moving 
the  omission  of  the  words  from  1854  to 
the  end  ? 

The  CHAIEMAN  :  Yes ;  after  the 
present  Amendment  is  disposed  of. 

Dr.  TANNEE :  I  do  not  want  to 
offer  any  factious  opposition ;  but  I  may 
say  I  have  visited  some  20  or  30  light- 
houses, and  I  found  all  these  foghorns 
and  other  apparatus  in  existence ;  and  I 
really  cannot  see  why  so  much  attention 
should  be  paid  to  these  minute  additions 
to  the  clause. 

Sir  EICHAED  WEBSTEE  :  I  can 
assure  the  hon.  Gentleman  the  words 
are  absolutely  necessary ;  and  a  con- 
siderable number  of  lighthouses  have 
not  the  elaborate  apparatus  he  has  seen 
in  some. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  8  (Eepeal). 

Mr.  EDWAED  HAEEINGTON 
(Kerry,  W.) :  I  desire  now  to  move  to 
report  Progress. 

Sir  EICHAED  WEBSTEE :  There 
is  only  one  more  clause. 

Mr.  EDAVAED  HAEEINGTON: 
Wo  have  had  scant  courtesy  shown  us 
to-night.  I  make  my  Motion  firmly  and 
decidedly,  and  it  will  be  my  duty  to 
carry  it  through.  We  should  not  now 
proceed  with  any  more  Business.  I 
consider  we  have  not  been  fairly  dealt 
with,  and  the  reason  why  I  say  so  will 
be  present  to  the  minds  of  hon.  Mem- 
bers opposite.  But  I  need  do  no  more 
than  urge  the  usual  physical  reasons  for 
reporting  Progress — that  we  have  been 

Colonel  Nolan 


14  hours  at  work,  and  we  have  to  meet 
again  at  noon  to-day. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposal. 
*'  That  the  Chairman  do  report  Progress 
and  ask  leave  to  sit  again." — [Mr, 
Edward  Harrington,) 

Mn.  SEXTON:  I  should  havo 
thought  the  Government  would  have 
had  something  to  say  on  this  Mctioo. 
I  shall  support  my  hon.  Friend  to  anj 
extent.  We  havo  been  the  victims  of 
an  outrage  here  to-night.  I  have  beon 
seven  years  in  Parliament  and  ha?e 
never  before  been  treated  in  a  similar 
manner.  However,  I  pass  from  this  for 
the  moment  to  return  to  it  again  and 
again.  I  intend  to  be  here  to-morrow 
for  the  purpose;  and  there  are  good 
physical  reasons  for  the  Motion  now. 

Dk.  TANNER:  I  support  the  Motion 
also.     Last  Friday  we  had  a  very  late 
Sitting;    and  a  right  hoo.    Oentleman 
found  fault  with  me  that  I  was  not  in 
my  place  at  noon  on  Saturday  to  aek  a 
Question  of  which  I  had  given  Notice. 
But  it  is  a  physical  impossibility  to  do 
without   rest.     We    see    the    pbyaieal 
disability  under    which    the    Attornej 
General    is    suffering    at    the    present 
moment-^tho  lassitude  he  displaya.   1 
am  sure  hon.  Members   should  be  in 
accord  with  us  on  this  occasion. 

Babox    henry  DE  WORMS:  I 
hope  the  Committee  will  not  agree  to 
the  Motion.    This  is  a  purely  technical 
Bill,  it  is  absolutely  necessary,  and  there 
remains  but  one  undisputed  clause  to 
pass.    I  must  be  allowed  to  say  that 
the  opposition  to  this  last  Olause  of  the 
Bill  can  only  be  characterized  as  obstruc- 
tive and  unfair.    I  cannot  agree  to  the 
motion    to  report  Progresa,    and   feel 
assured  that  in  resisting  it  I  shall  hare 
the  support  of  all  hon.  Members  on  thi^ 
side,  and  in  fact  of  the  majority  of  the 
Committee.     I  trust  that  the  Motion  will 
be  withdran-n  and  the  Bill  allowed  to 
pass  without  further  delay. 

Colonel  NOLAN  :  I  think  we  hare 
behaved  very  well ;  and  I  cannot  under- 
stand why  the  hon.  Gentleman  should 
get  up  in  a  manner  I  might  almost 
call  ferocious.  But  I  suppoae  that 
as  some  animals  usually  harmless  be- 
come fierce  in  defence  of  their  off- 
spring, so  I  suppose  the  hon.  Oen- 
tleman, putting  aside  his  usual  genial 
manner,  is  annoyed  at  opposition  to  a 
measure  to  which  he  is  much  attached. 
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I  cannot  agree  with  my  hon.  Friend  that 
the  Attorney  General  has  sliown  any 
lassitude ;  on  the  contrary,  I  think  he 
has  been  very  clear  and  lucid  in  his  ex- 
planations. But  remember  two  hours 
ago  the  Government  considered  time  of 
8o  much  importance  that  they  hurried 
and  slurred  over  important  Irish  Busi- 
ness, exhausting  all  the  Forms  of  the 
House  to  got  rid  of  it.  Curiously 
enough  they  now  do  not  want  to  go. 
But  really  I  think  we  might  close  Busi- 
ness now,  and  I  think  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man might  be  satisfied ;  we  have  cleared 
away  all  the  Amendments  to  this  Bill. 

Sir  WILFRID  LAWSON  (Cumber- 
land,  Cockermouth) :  In  the  interests  of 
peace  may  I  be  allowed  to  make  a 
suggestion  ?  Things  look  awkward  at 
the  end  of  this  prolonged  Sitting.  I 
believe  the  reason  why  Irish  Members 
support  this  Motion,  that  they  evince 
this  desire  to  stop  Business,  is  that  they 
are  very  much  dissatisfied  with  an  an- 
swer given  to  the  hon.  Member  for 
AVest  Belfast  by  the  Attorney  General 
for  Ireland.  I  do  not  wish  to  interfere 
in  the  matter  at  all ;  I  only  make  a 
suggestion.  I  really  believe  if  the  right 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  were  to  get 
up  and  say  he  will  make  further  inquiry 
into  the  matter,  in  which  so  much  in- 
terest is  displayed,  if  he  were  to  say  that 
before  the  end  of  the  Session  he  will 
take  an  opportunity  of  explaining  the 
matter  more  fully,  I  think  it  might 
greatly  facilitate  progress  now. 

Mr.  GIBSON :  In  answer  to  the 
hon.  Baronet  I  may  say  inquiry  is  being 
made  into  the  subject.  That  inquiry  is 
not  complete.  A  Question  has  been 
given  Notice  of  for  Thursday,  and  that, 
I  think,  will  be  the  most  convenient  time 
to  refer  to  the  subject.  I  said  that  on 
the  materials  before  me,  it  was  not  in 
my  power  to  direct  a  prosecution. 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Clause  agreed  to. 


Schedule  agreed  to. 

Bill  reported,  as  amended ;  to  be  oon- 
bidered  To-morrow, 

House  adjourned  at  ten  minutefl 

before  Five  o'clock  in 

the  morning. 


MINUTES.]— Public  BiLi^—Seeond  Reading^ 
Coal  Mines,  &c.  Regulation  (251);  Labourers 
Allotments  (252) ;  Charity  Commissioners 
(Officers)  •  (254) ;  Tramways  (War  Depart- 
ment) •  (265). 

Committee— Hepcrt—Meiroj^olitan.  Police  •  (242), 

COAL  MINES,   &c.  REGULATION   BILL. 

(The  Viscount  Cross,) 

(no.    251.)        SECOND   READING. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second  Head- 
ing, read. 

The  secretary  of  STATE  for 
INDIA  (Viscount  Cross),  in  moving  that 
the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time,  said, 
he  took  that  opportunity  of  tendering  his 
own  thanks,  and  those  of  the  Govern- 
ment and  the  country,  to  the  Royal 
Society  for  the  trouble  they  had  taken 
in  the  matter  of  coal  mines.  In  the 
year  1879,  he  had  the  honour,  as  Home 
Secretary,  to  ask  them  whether  they 
would  join,  or  send  some  of  their  mem* 
bers  to  assist,  the  Royal  Commission 
which  was  then  appointed  for  the  pur- 
pose of  seeing  how  accidents  in  mines 
could  best  be  prevented.  The  Royal 
Society  met  that  appeal  in  the  most 
handsome  way,  and  several  of  their  most 
distinguished  members  served  on  the 
Commission.  The  labours  of  the  Com- 
mission lasted  for  a  period  of  six  years ; 
they  went  minutely  into  a  long  series  of 
experiments,  and  while  he  was  quite 
sure  the  results  of  those  experiments 
would  tend  greatly  to  the  safety  of  life 
and  the  prevention  of  accidents,  it  was 
satisfactory  to  know  that  they  had  also 
added  very  much  to  their  own  soientifio 
knowledge,  because  he  believed  the 
members  of  the  Commission  all  candidly 
admitted  that  in  the  course  of  their  in* 
vestigations  they  made  several  die* 
coveries  about  gases  and  other  matters 
that  were  absolutely  unknown  to  them 
before.  The  result  had  been  that  a 
great  many  of  their  recommendations 
had  been  embodied  in  that  Bill.  He 
would  only  mention  two  matters  to  show 
how  necessary  it  was  that  an  inquiry 
should  take  place.  The  first  was  that  it 
seemed  to  have  been  disooyered  in  the 
course  of  the  inquiry  that  what  miners 
had  hitherto  been  in  the  habit  of  look* 
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ing  upon  as  one  of  the  great  sources  of 
safety,  was  in  reality  one  of  the  great 
sources  of  danger — namely,  the  safety 
lamp,  which,  in  certain  respects,  had 
heen  rendered  unsafe  with  the  improved 
methods  of  ventilation,  causing  a  greater 
current  of  air  to  run  through  the  mines. 
Another  discovery  they  made,  which  he 
believed  also  would  have  a  g^eat  efifect 
in  the  future  safety  of  life — namely, 
that  a  g^eat  many  accidents  happened, 
under  certain  conditions,  not  so  much 
from  the  gases  which  came  from  the 
coal,  as  from  the  dry  coal  dust  that  per- 
vaded all  parts  of  the  mine.  He  did 
not  think  it  would  be  wise  or  necessary 
to  trouble  their  Lordships  with  any  ex- 
planations in  detail  of  the  mere  ma- 
chinery for  carrying  on  the  work  of  the 
mines  which  were  laid  down  in  the  Bill. 
He  would  only  say  that  he  believed  the 
Act  of  1872,  which  was  passed  by  Lord 
Aberdare,  had  worked  very  great  good, 
and  was  in  itself  an  excellent  Act ;  but  an 
experience  of  17  years  had  shown  that 
it  required  amendment  in  various  de- 
tails, and  where  possible  all  those 
amendments  were  contaiued  in  the  pre- 
sent Bill.  He  begged  to  move  its 
second  reading. 

Moved,  *'  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2'." 
— {The  Viscount  Cross,) 

Lord  BRAMWELL  said,  he  did  not 
rise  for  the  purpose  of  objecting  to  the 
second  reading,  but  he  had  received  a 
letter  which  he  felt  bound  to  read.  It 
was  from  the  executors  of  Colonel  Har- 
greaves,  of  Burnley,  Habergham,  and 
Marsden  Collieries.  It  was  as  follows :  — 

**  We  trust  your  Lordship  will  excuse  us  call- 
ing your  attention  to  a  clause  in  the  Coal  Mines 
Kegulation  Bill  now  before  the  House  of  Lords, 
which,  if  passed  into  law,  would  most  prejudi- 
cially affect  the  colliery  proprietors  of  this  dis- 
trict and  also  the  colliers  themselves,  seeing 
that  it  would  inevitably  lead  to  a  reduced  out- 
put of  coal.  The  Bill,  as  passed  by  the  Com- 
mons, prohibits  the  payment  of  colliers  by 
measure,  and  provides  that  henceforth  they 
shall  be  paid  by  weight  (except  in  the  case  of 
collieries  employing  only  30  men  underground, 
when  a  Secretary  of  State  may  under  certain 
circumstances  grant  exemption  from  weighing) . 
The  effect  of  this  would  be  materially  to  reduce 
the  output  at  large  collieries,  such  as  exist  in 
the  Burnley  district.  Under  the  existing  Act 
of  1872,  section  17,  colliers  are  to  be  paid  by 
weight,  unless  the  mine  is  exempted  by  a  Se- 
cretary of  State.  The  whole  of  the  collieries 
in  this  district  are  exempted,  and  the  colliers 
are  and  always  have  been  paid  by  measure.  No 
disputes  occur,  there  is  no  confiscation  of  tubs, 
and  the  best  feeling  exists  between  masters  and 
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men.  The  clause  in  the  Bill  appears  to  be  the 
outcome  of  trade  union  agitation — " 

he  did  not  say  it  was  any  the  worse  for 
that— 

**  but,  as  the  colliers  in  the  Burnley  district  an 
non-unionists,  the  delegates  have  no  right  tc 
interfere." 

He  need  not  trouble  their  Lordships 
with  any  more,  except  to  say  that  the 
remaining  part  of  the  letter  suggested 
that  the  clause  should  be  altered  so  as 
to  continue  the  exemptions  which  at 
present  existed.  This  was  a  point  on 
which  their  Lordships  were  legislating 
in  the  dark.  When  there  was  any  in- 
terference with  private  contract  a  reason 
should  be  given,  and  at  present  their 
Lordships  were  destitute  of  any.  It 
was,  he  submitted,  a  matter  deserring 
of  consideration,  because  it  seemed  a 
strange  thing  that  where  the  employer, 
the  employed,  and  the  Secretary  of  State 
were  all  content  with  the  arrangement, 
nevertheless  it  should  not  be  allowed 
except  where  the  employed  were  fewer 
than  20. 

YiscouxT  GROSS  said,  he  would  con- 
vey to  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department  what  had  fallen  from 
the  noble  and  learned  Lord.  He  had 
an  Amendment  to  propose  to-morrow  on 
that  particular  clause,  and  suggested 
that  then  would  be  the  most  conrenient 
time  to  consider  the  point  raised  by  the 
noble  and  learned  Lord. 

Motion  agreed  to  ;  Bill  read  2*  accord- 
ingly, and  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  To-morrow. 

LABOURERS'  ALLOTMENTS  BILL. 
(The  Viscount  Crow,) 

(no.  252.)    sEoozTD  BSADnra. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second  Bead- 
ing, read. 

Moved,  ''That  the  Bill  be  now  read 
2'^r—(The  Viaeount  Crone.) 

Earl  SPENCER,  alluding  to  the  Teiy 
scanty  appearance  of  their  Lordships' 
House,  there  being  only  13  noble  Lends 
present,  said,  that  fact  was  not  vecy  en- 
couraging to  anyone  to  rise  to  discuss 
a  subject  of  great  public  importance; 
but  nevertheless  he  thought  it  neoessaij 
to  make  some  remarks  on  the  subject  of 
the  Allotments  Bill.  And  first  of  all,  on 
the  part  of  Members  of  their  Lordshipt' 
House,  he  might  complain  not  only  of 
the  period  at  which  the  Bill  had  been 
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introduced,  but  of  the  exceedingly  short 
Notice  that  had  been  given  between  the 
first  and  the  second  reading.  It  was 
only  that  very  morniDg,  when  he  hap- 
pened to  be  in  the  country,  that  he  saw 
the  Bill  had  been  read  last  night  a  first 
time.  He  was  travelling  up  to  London 
on  other  business,  when  he  discovered 
that  the  second  reading  was  to  be  taken 
this  evening.  Now,  he  did  not  think 
that  such  short  Notice  of  an  important 
measure  of  the  sort  was  conducive  to  the 
convenience,  or  even  the  credit  of  their 
Lordships*  House.  He  could  quite 
understand  the  desire  to  bringing  to  a 
conclusion  so  prolonged  and  arduous  a 
Session ;  but  he  thought  Her  Majesty's 
Government  might  be  blamed  in  this 
matter.  Ministers  had  evidently  changed 
their  minds  in  reference  to  the  necessity 
of  such  a  measure.  The  Bill  excited 
great  interest,  not  only  in  their  Lord- 
ships* House,  but  elsewhere,  and  Ques- 
tions were  asked  as  to  when  the  Go- 
vernment were  going  to  introduce  this 
measure,  which  he  believed  was  one  of 
the  measures  mentioned  in  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Gracious  Speech  from  the  Throne. 
On  the  16th  of  May,  in  answer  to  a  Ques- 
tion in  ^^  another  place,"  the  Leader  of 
the  House  stated  that  the  Government 
were  anxious  to  bring  in  the  Bill,  and 
added  that  it  would  be  introduced  in 
"  another  place  ;*'  and,  later  in  the  same 
evening,  the  President  of  the  Local  Go- 
vernment Board  intimated  that  the  Bill 
would  be  brought  in  at  once  without 
delay.  On  the  16th  of  June,  Lord  Dun- 
raven  introduced  a  measure  on  the  sub- 
ject, and  he  was  met  by  the  noble  Lord 
(Lord  Balfour)  on  the  part  of  the  Go- 
vernment, who  said  that  the  Government 
were  anxious  to  see  legislation  dealing 
with  allotments,  and,  if  possible,  to 
support  it  to  a  finality  in  this  House. 
On  that  occasion,  the  Prime  Minister 
(the  Marquess  of  Salisbury)  spoke, 
and  stated  that  he  rather  deprecated 
the  introduction  of  a  measure  by  the 
Government  on  this  subject.  The  noble 
Marquess  on  that  occasion  had  criti- 
cized the  method  in  which  the  noble 
Earl  proposed  to  deal  with  the  ques- 
tion of  authority,  and  had  said  that 
if  they  took  some  Central  Body  not  con- 
cerned in  the  matter,  the  County  Quarter 
Sessions,  it  might  possibly  deal  with  it  in  a 
perfunctory  spirit,  and,  on  the  other  hand, 
if  they  took  the  Local  Sanitary  Board  or 
the  Board  of  Guardians,  there  might  be 


danger  of  abuse  and  of  disturbance  of  the 
pubuc  peace.  The  noble  Marquess  had 
also  given  as  another  reason  for  not 
bringing  in  a  Bill,  the  argument  that 
they  should  wait  until  proposals  for  a 
scheme  of  local  government  were  before 
Parliament,  and  the  question  was  in 
some  fair  way  of  being  settled.  What, 
however,  had  the  Government  done  ?  On 
the  16th  of  July,  after  the  noble  Mar- 
quess had  said  that  he  did  not  think  it 
desirable  to  introduce  a  Bill  on  the  sub- 
ject until  a  measure  of  local  govern- 
ment had  been  introduced,  a  Bill  was 
introduced  in  ''another  place."  What 
had  made  that  change  in  the  opinions  of 
the  Government  ?  There  was  certainly 
one  fact  which  had  occurred  which  might 
have  had  something  to  do  with  it — 
namely,  a  certain  election  which  had 
taken  place  on  the  6th  of  July.  How- 
ever that  might  be,  the  Government  had 
certainly  put  the  cart  before  the  horse 
by  introducing  an  Allotments  Bill  with- 
out having  introduced  a  large  measure 
of  county  government,  contrary  to  the 
speech  of  the  noble  Marquess;  and 
not  only  that,  but  they  had  introduced 
into  it  both  the  authorities  to  which  the 
noble  Marquess  had  taken  exception.  He 
(Earl  Spencer)  thought  that  some  ex- 
planation was  really  necessary  of  the 
course  which  Her  Majesty's  Government 
had  taken.  Why  had  they  been  so  late 
in  introducing  the  Bill,  and  why  had  they 
changed  the  opinions  which  they  had 
expressed?  He  had  no  intention  of 
moving  any  Amendments  to  the  Bill; 
but  he  wished  to  say  one  or  two  words 
with  regard  to  the  principle.  He  most 
heartily  approved  of  the  main  principle 
of  the  Bill,  and  he  thought  that  every- 
body was  in  favour  of  increasing  the 
number  of  allotments  for  the  poor  people 
of  the  country.  There  was  no  doubt  im- 
mense advantage  was  given  to  the 
labouring  man  if,  in  addition  to  what  he 
obtained  for  his  wages,  he  could  have  an 
allotment  whereby  to  supply  his  private 
wants  as  regarded  vegetables,  and  it 
might  add  to  his  luxuries.  He  was  glad 
to  see  both  parties  agreed  upon  this  ques- 
tion. Many,  no  doubt,  would  have  pre- 
ferred to  leave  the  question  to  be  settled 
in  the  open  market;  but  they  knew  that 
unless  some  compulsory  powers  were 
given  for  the  acquisition  of  allotments, 
where  the  owner  was  unwilling  to  grant 
them,  the  number  of  allotments  required 
could  not  be  given  to  the  poor  agricul- 
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tural  labourers.  He  rejoiced  that  Her 
Majesty's  GovernmeDt  bad  gone  as  far 
a9  they  had  done  in  enabling  allot- 
ments to  be  procured  :  but,  at  the  same 
time,  ho  thought  that  there  was  consi- 
derable objection  to  tome  of  the  prori- 
eions  of  the  Bill.  He  did  not  think  that 
the  Boards  of  Guardians  would  be  very 
suitable  bodies,  as  he  was  afraid  they 
would  not  be  sufficif-ntly  sympathetic 
with  the  poor  in  connw.-tion  with  this 
matter,  and  he  thought  that  some  dis- 
appointment would  be  felt  at  the  BiU 
not  being  put  sufBciently  into  force  as 
much  as  the  requirements  needed.  At 
the  same  time,  it  was  extremely  difficult 
to  create  a  representative  body  ad  hoc^ 
especially  one  dealing  with  allotments ; 
and  therefore,  though  he  did  not  alto- 
gether like  the  autlv>rity  proposed,  he 
was  ready  to  accept  it.  As  the  Bill, 
however,  was  introduced,  he  regretted 
it  had  not  gone  a  little  further.  He 
was  glad  that  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment had  resisted  the  Amendment  moved 
in  the  other  House  limiting  the  size  of 
an  allotment  to  half-an-acre.  Although 
he  considered  that  a  man  in  full  work 
could  not  deal  thoroughly  with  as  much 
as  an  acre,  yet  there  might  be  cases  in 
which  a  man  might  do  so,  and  therefore 
it  would  have  been  a  great  mistake  if 
the  size  had  been  restricted  to  half-an- 
acre.  He  thought,  however,  that  the 
Bill  might  have  gone  further,  and  pro- 
vision might  have  been  made  for  dealing 
with  a  matter  upon  which  a  great  deal 
of  ridicule  had  been  thrown,  but  which 
he  maintained  was  of  the  greatest  im- 
portance— nan^ely,  what  was  known  as 
"three  acres  and  a  cow."  In  many 
places  the  labourers  were  not  desirous 
of  having  three  acres  for  pasturage,  as 
they  were  not  able  to  find  a  cow ;  but  in 
many  places  this  was  not  the  case,  and 
in  his  opinion  it  was  a  pity  that  the 
Government  had  not  gone  further  than 
they  had  done,  and  included  the  pos- 
sibility of  giving  to  the  agricultural 
labourers  the  opportunity  of  getting 
the  three  acres  and  a  cow  where  they 
desired  it.  No  doubt,  the  Government 
had  dealt  with  the  question  under  the 
system  of  common  pasturing,  and  in  some 
places  that  system  had  been  a  great  suc- 
cess, although,  in  other  cases,  it  might 
have  fallen  into  the  hands  of  one  or  two 
of  the  bigger  men.  When  a  man  had  a 
cow  and  food  for  it  during  the  summer, 
he  was  obliged  to  have  some  other  land 
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where  Le  could  grow  hay  for  it§  i>..: 
during  the  winter.      Wiiat  he  wished  v 
know  was  whether  there  was  ni£drr 
power  in  the  Bill  to  enable  the  Lxal 
Authority  to  provide  also  sufficient  la*-: 
in  order  that  enough  haj  might  be  j>r> 
dueed  for  the  keep  of  animals  belongiiz 
to  the  tenants  of  the  allotments  for  tbri; 
cows  during  the  'winter?  He  hadknovi 
cases  where  thia  had  really  been  earned 
oat,  and  where  the  poor  of  the  paiiih 
had  a  field  where  thej  could  keep  thei; 
cows  daring  the  snnuner.also  additiosal 
land  where  hay  was  made  for  the  winter. 
This,  he  thooght,  was  a  Terj  impoxtao: 
matter,  aiid  he  wonld  like  to  see  thattlie 
X>oint  was  dealt  with   in  the  BilL    He 
thought  that  the  whole  question  was  one 
worthy  of  being  discussed  at  an  earlier 
period  of  the  Session   and  in  a  fuller 
House ;  and  he  wonld  again  ask  the 
Government  to  explain  why  this  Bill 
only  now  appeared  before  them  ? 

The  under  SECKETABT  <  f 
STATE  fOB  THE  COLOXEES  (The  Earl 
of  03s'six>w)  said,  that  the  GroTemment 
could  not  be  expected  to  do  more  than 
pass  a  Bill  into  law  in  the  oonrse  of  the 
Session  which  they  had  announced  in  the 
Queen's  Speech.  As  to  the  question  of 
introducing  it  earlj  or  late  in  the  Ses- 
sion, the  Crovemment  mnst  be  guided  in 
that  by  the  state  of  Public  Business  as 
to  when  and  in  what  House  they  should 
originate  legislation.  The  noble  Earl 
opposite  (Earl  Spencer)  seemed  to  be  of 
opinion  that  Her  Majesty's  OoTeniment 
had  suddenly  woke  up  to*  the  possibility, 
as  well  as  the  advisabilitj,  of  intro- 
ducing an  Allotments  BilL  He  would, 
however,  call  the  attention  of  the  noble 
Earl  to  the  statement  made  by  the  late 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  (Lord 
Eandolph  Churchill),  in  what  was  gene- 
rally known  as  the  Dartford  speedi, 
before  the  present  Parliament.  Li  that 
speech,  the  noble  Lord  had  distinctly 
said  that  it  was  the  intention  of  Her 
Majesty's  Government  to  introduce  such 
a  Bill,  and  in  answer  to  several  Ques- 
tions put  in  their  Lordships'  House  by 
the  noble  Earls  (the  Earl  of  Dunraven 
and  the  Earl  of  Jersey),  the  Gh>v6mment 
had  replied  that  thej  intended  to  intro- 
duce an  Allotments  BiU,  but  must  be 
guided  as  to  when  by  the  state  of  Public 
Business.  He  noticed  also  that  while  the 
Bill  had  been  severely  oriticiBed  by  the 
Friends  of  the  noble  Eari  in  the  other 
House,  the  objections  did  not  appear  to 
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go  so  much  to  the  provisions  as  they  did 
to  the  names  of  the  persons  on  the  back 
of  the  measure,  and  who  were  respon- 
sible for  its  introduction.  The  noble 
Earl  had  stated  that  the  Bill  now  before 
their  Lordships  provided  an  authority 
"which  the  noble  Marquess  at  the  head 
of  the  Government  had  distinctly  con- 
demned. Speaking  from  recollection  of 
that  debate,  he  (the  Earl  of  Onslow) 
ventured  to  think  that  the  noble  Earl 
was  in  error,  and  that  the  authority 
which  the  noble  Marquess  had  con- 
demned was  the  County  Authority,  as 
having  too  large  an  area,  and  not  Boards 
of  Guardians. 

Earl  SPENCER  said,  that  he  had 
spoken  from  the  noble  Marquess's  own 
words. 

The  Earl  of  ONSLOW  said,  that 
no  doubt  the  Government  admitted 
that  the  authority  provided  was  not 
a  perfect  one;  but  the  difficulty  was, 
where  they  had  not  got  a  duly  consti- 
tuted Local  Authority  before  them  to 
find  one,  and  he  thought  that  the  choice 
made  by  the  Government  was,  in  the 
circumstances,  a  happy  one.  He  had 
heard  many  objections  to  the  Bill ;  but 
he  did  not  think  they  were  directed 
against  any  of  its  clauses.  He  confessed 
he  infinitely  preferred  allotments  pro- 
vided by  landlords  voluntarily ;  and  the 
Government  had  expressly  and  wisely 
kept  the  principle  of  the  voluntary  sup- 
ply of  allotments  in  the  forefront  of  the 
Bill,  which  provided  that  the  Local 
Authority  should  only  have  power  to 
acquire  allotments  compulsorily  when 
the  landlords  would  not  grant  them 
voluntarily.  In  the  rural  districts  of 
England  there  was  no  very  large  un- 
satisfied demand  for  allotments ;  but  it 
was  necessary  to  embody  in  the  Bill,  as 
a  last  resort,  the  principle  of  compul- 
sion. Where  the  Bill  would  do  most 
good  was  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
towns,  near  which  artizans  often  expe- 
rienced the  greatest  difficulty  in  obtain- 
ing land,  however  good  might  be  the 
terms  that  were  offered.  He  rejoiced, 
therefore,  that  an  Amendment  had  been 
introduced  in  the  Bill  in  **  another 
place  "  directing  that  land  near  a  town 
should  be  let  for  allotments  on  the  terms 
applicable  to  agricultural  land  in  the 
district.  The  object  of  the  Government 
had  been  to  make  the  Bill  what  it  was 
— an  Allotments  Bill — and  not  a  Bill  to 
provide  small  holdings.      He  had  the 


greatest  doubt  as  to  the  success  of  small 
holdings ;  but  he  had  no  doubt  as  to  the 
success  of  this  system  of  allotments.  Of 
the  authorities  that  might  be  chosen  to 
administer  the  Bill,  neither  the  parish 
nor  the  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions  could 
fulfil  the  duties  which  the  measure  im- 
posed as  efficiently  as  the  Board  of  Guar- 
dians. The  tendency  of  recent  times 
had  been  to  diminish,  and  not  to  in- 
crease, the  authority  of  the  Vestry ;  and 
the  area  under  the  control  of  the  Court 
of  Quarter  Sessions  was  too  wide  to  per- 
mit of  its  taking  cognizance  of  all  the 
demands  for  allotments  in  every  parish 
of  the  county.  He  confessed  the  Board 
of  Guardians  was  not  so  satisfactory  an 
authority  as  he  should  desire ;  but  the 
Bill  must  remain,  to  some  extent,  in 
embryo,  until  the  Bill  was  passed  into  law 
for  the  appointment  of  a  Constitutional 
and  Electoral  Authority.  There  were 
some  points  in  the  Bill  to  which  it  was 
desirable  to  draw  attention.  In  the  first 
place,  it  provided  that  the  labourers 
themselves,  if  they  should  so  desire, 
should  have  the  management  of  the 
allotments.  As  the  parish  would  have 
to  bear  a  certain  burden  when  the  Bill 
was  put  into  operation,  it  was  only  right 
that  in  the  hands  of  the  elected  of  the 
parish  should  be  placed  the  management 
of  the  allotments.  That  was  also  a 
valuable  provision  which  dissociated  the 
rates  and  taxes  from  the  rent,  for  it 
would  give  every  holder  of  an  allotment 
a  personal  interest  in  the  rise  or  fall  of 
the  rates,  which  was  a  very  important 
matter.  He  should  object  very  strongly 
to  any  proposal  for  giving  every  labourer 
three  acres  and  a  cow.  The  noble  Earl 
(Earl  Spencer)  had  expressed  great  re- 
gret at  the  absence  of  that  provision ; 
but  if  a  proposal  had  been  put  in  the 
Bill  to  give  three  acres,  it  would  have 
led  to  great  misconception  and  disap- 
pointment to  the  labourers  themselves. 
There  could  be  no  doubt  that  at  one  time 
there  existed  in  the  minds  of  many 
labourers  in  England  an  impression 
that  somehow  or  other  by  legislation 
each  one  of  them  would  become  possessed 
of  three  acres  and  a  cow,  and  he  was 
therefore  particularly  glad  that  these 
three  acres  had  been  kept  out  of  the 
Bill.  The  area  of  an  acre  chosen  by  the 
Government  he  thought  a  very  wise 
one;  because,  though  in  certain  cases 
it  might  be  too  large,  there  was  nothing 
in  the  Bill  to  compel  the  authority  to 
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give  the  whole  acre,  and  if  the  Bill  pro- 
vided for  more  than  an  acre,  he  was  con- 
vinced it  would  become  not  an  Allotment 
Bill,  but  a  Small  Holdings  Bill.  A 
locality  could  not  advantageously  ac- 
quire enough  land  to  make  a  plan  of 
that  kind  jfeasible,  and  in  the  Eoheme 
would  have  to  be  included  measures  for 
the  compulsory  appropriation  of  farms. 
If  ever  there  should  exist  means  of  ap- 
propriating large  areas  of  pasture  land, 
owners  would  find  it  very  difficult  indeed 
to  let  their  farms.  Then,  the  possession 
of  a  cow  by  every  holder  of  a  three-acre 
allotment  would  necessitate  the  erection 
of  a  cow  shed  and  of  costly  fences  by  the 
Local  Authority,  who  would  practically 
be  placed  in  the  position  of  a  landlord 
without  his  responsibilities.  In  the 
Bill,  however,  there  was  nothing  to  pre- 
vent a  man  from  keeping  a  cow.  The 
right  of  common  pasture  would  exist, 
and  in  winter  the  labourer  would  be  able 
to  feed  his  cow  on  the  produce  of  his 
acre  allotment.  There  was  nothing 
which  tended  more  to  make  a  peasantry 
happy  and  contented,  and  to  secure  their 
adhesion  to  the  principle  of  property, 
than  the  ownership  or  occupancy  of  a 
small  plot  of  land.  Bearing  that  in 
mind,  he  looked  upon  this  measure  as 
likely  to  effect  substantial  good,  and  he 
asked  their  Lordships  to  read  it  a 
second  time  with  equal  confidence  in  its 
results. 

Lord  BRAMWELL  said,  that  he 
heartily  approved  of  the  principle  of 
the  Bill,  and  believed  that  small  allot- 
ments would  add  pleasure  to  the  exist- 
ence of  many  persons ;  that  they  would 
add  to  their  means,  and  go  some  way  to 
make  them  more  contented.  There  was 
as  much  right  to  take  land  compulsorily 
at  a  fair  price  for  that  as  for  any  other 
public  purpose,  and  he  believed  that, 
with  a  wise  discretion,  the  Government 
in  framing  it  had  not  exceeded  the  limits 
of  moderation  and  caution.  He  trusted 
that  one  result  of  the  Bill  would  be  to 
make  the  poor  labourer  foel  that  land 
did  not  exist  only  for  the  benefit  of  very 
rich  and  very  great  people.  It  was 
curious  that  although  enterprise  in  this 
country  had  found  many  vents  there 
was,  as  far  as  he  knew,  no  record  of  the 
successful  establishment  of  a  Public 
Company  for  providing  allotments ;  at 
all  events,  the  cases  were  very  few. 
This  Bill  made  the  ratepayers  in  certain 
districts,  to  some  extent  with  their  own 
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consent,  shareholders  in  this  doubtfnl 
concern  so  far  as  the  providing  of  land 
was  concerned.  Therefore  the  Ooven* 
ment  were  most  discreet  in  not  goin; 
further  than  was  at  once  safe  and  neces- 
sary in  the  provisions  of  the  Bill. 

Lord  DENMAN  said,  he  preferred 
this  Bill  to  that  of  the  noble  Earl  (tb« 
Earl  of  Duoraven),  which  made  the 
Bench  of  Magistrates  decide  on  allot- 
ments. He  felt  certain  that  the  greate^t 
possible  attention  would  be  directed  t> 
each  case  as  it  arose  before  the  Sanitarv 

• 

Committee,  and  afterwards  before  the 
Local  Government  Board.  It  must  be 
borne  in  mind  that  on  the  Union  principle 
of  rating,  the  Board  of  Guardians  had  to 
consult  the  persons  in  the  area  of  that 
Union,  and  therefore,  in  his  judgment, 
nothing  would  be  done  rashly  with  re- 
spect to  the  allotments.  He  was  glad  to 
hear  of  the  possibility  that  the  Court  of 
Quarter  Sessions  was  not  to  be  changed 
in  its  character.  He  feared  that  if  the 
providing  of  allotments  were  added  to 
the  business  of  that  body,  it  would  torn 
it  into  a  mere  debating'  society,  instead 
of  keeping  it,  as  in  the  past,  the  best 
business  society  in  the  county,  which 
ought  to  be  above  suspicion. 

yiscouxT  CROSS  said,  he  was  glad 
to  find  that  the  measure  received  soch 
hearty  support  from  their  Lordshipe. 
In  answer  to  the  noble  Earl  (Earl 
Spencer)  who  complained  as  to  the  time 
when  the  Bill  was  brought  forward,  he 
did  not  say  that  it  was  owing  to  the  lack 
of  more  speedy  procedure  in  *'  another 
place"  the  measure  had  not  been  brought 
under  their  Lordships'  attention  before. 
But  **  better  late  than  never,"  and  he 
(Viscount  Cross)  was  glad  to  see  it  eren 
at  that  late  period,  for  he  believed  that 
most  beneficial  results  would  ensue  from 
its  passing.  He  proposed  to  take  the 
Committee  stage  to-morrow. 

Motion  agreed  to;  Bill  read  2^  ac- 
cordingly, and  committed  to  a  CSommittee 
of  the  Whole  House  To^marraw. 

TRUCK  BILL. 

CONSIDERATION  OF  COMMOZTs'  AHENBIIKCTS 

TO  lords'  amendments. 

Commons'  Amendment  to  one  of  the 
Lords'  Amendments,  and  reasons  for 
disagreeing  to  certain  of  the  Lords' 
Amendments  and  Commons'  consequen- 
tial Amendment,  eoniidered  (aceozding 
to  Order). 
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Oommons  Amendment,  disagreeing  to 
the  omission  of  Clause  4  (Weekly  pay- 
ment of  wages  in  Ireland)  and  Clause 
5  (Workmen  in  Scotch  quarries  to  be 
paid  fortnightly). 

Iloved^  **That  this  House  doth  insist 
on  the  Amendment  made  by  this  House 
to  which  the  Commons  hav^  disagreed.'' 
— {T/ie  Lord  Clinton.) 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Commons'  Amendments  to  Clauses  8, 
9,  and  12  agreed  to. 

Schedule. 

Moved  J  **That  this  House  doth  not 
insist  on  the  Amendment  made  by  this 
House  to  wliioh  the  Commons  have  dis- 
agreed.''—(7%^  Lord  Clinton.) 

TuE  LORD  CHANCELLOR  (Lord 
Halsbury),  in  commenting  on  the  un- 
certainty surrounding  the  repeal  of  the 
Acts  mentioned  in  the  Schedule,  pointed 
to  it  as  an  illustration  of  the  loose  mode 
of  drafting  Acts  of  Parliament,  in  re- 
gard to  which  they  were  unable  to 
understand  whether  Acts  or  parts  of 
them  were  repealed  or  not.  A  little 
more  care  ought  to  be  bestowed  on  the 
arrangement  of  a  repeal  or  amending 
Act  before  it  was  submitted  to  Parlia- 
ment. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Consequential  Amendment  made. 

Lord  BRAMWELL  said,  he  wished 
to  call  attention  to  Clause  12  (Artificer  to 
be  paid  in  cash  and  not  by  way  of  barter 
for  articles  made  by  him).  When  the 
question  was  previously  discussed,  the 
noble  Duke  (the  Duke  of  Argyll),  who 
understood  the  subject  thoroughly, 
earnestly  protested  against  the  clause. 
It  seemed  to  him  (Lord  Bramwell)  to 
contain  a  most  unreasonable  proposition ; 
and  he,  therefore,  asked  their  Lordships 
to  adhere  to  their  Amendment  striking 
out  the  clause.  The  clause  was  really 
an  enactment  that  makers  of  Shetland 
goods  should  not  be  paid  in  goods,  but 
in  money.  What  was  the  justification 
for  such  a  clause  ?  None  that  he  knew 
of.  The  people  were  commonly  paid  in 
this  manner,  and  were  not  discontented 
with  it.  He  could  not  find  any  justifi- 
cation at  all  for  putting  an  end  to  a 
system  which  was  conyenient,  and 
against  which  no  valid  objection  had 
been  brought. 

Lord  Dsmf  AN  rose  to  speak,  when— — 


ViscoDNT  CROSS,  intervening,  pointed 
out  that  there  was  no  Motion  before  the 
House. 

Lord  DENMAN  said,  that,  having 
missed  his  opportunity  by  inadvertence, 
by  not  having  the  reasons  in  their  order, 
he  might,  at  least,  be  allowed  to  speak 
by  the  indulgence  of  their  Lordships. 

Lord  HALSBURY  said,  that,  of 
course,  there  was  no  absolute  rule ;  their 
Lordships  could  do  as  they  pleased  ;  but 
not  only  had  the  clause  in  question  been 
formally  passed  and  agreed  to,  but 
another  clause  had  been  passed  since, 
and  he  did  not  think  there  was  any  pre- 
cedent for  the  course  proposed  by  the 
noble  Lord. 

A  Committee  appointed  to  prepare 
reasons  to  be  offered  to  the  Commons 
for  the  Lords  insisting  on  certain  of 
their  Amendments ;  the  Committee  to 
meet  forthwith. 

Report  from  the  Committee  of  the 
reasons  to  be  offered  to  the  Oommons  for 
the  Lords  insisting  on  certain  of  their 
Amendments ;  read,  and  agreed  to  ;  and 
a  message  sent  to  the  Commons  to  return 
the  said  Bill  with  an  Amendment  and 
reasons. 

House  adjourned  at  half- past  Five  o'clock, 
till  To-morrow,  a  quarter  past 

Four  o'clock. 


HOUSE    OF    OOMMONS, 
TTedneaday,  7th  September,  1887. 


MINUTES.]— Supply— co»«W^«rf  in  Committee 
— Navy  Estimatbs,  Votes  10,  10a,  3  to  5. 

Public  Bills^  Considered  as  amended^  Mer- 
chant  Shipping  (Miscellaneous)  *  [348]. 

Withdrawn — School  Board  for  London  (Pen- 
sions) *  [29] ;  Stipendiary  Magistrates  (Pen- 
sions)* [116]. 

ORDERS    OF  THE  DAT, 

SUPPLY— NAVY  ESTmATES. 

Supply — considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

(1.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  pro« 
posed, 

*'  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £1,207,000,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  aeiray  the  Ex- 
pense of  Kayal  Storee  for  Bmldinff,  Uepftizing* 
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and  Outfitting  the  Fleet  and  Coast  Guard,  which 
will  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the  year 
ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March  1888.*' 

Mr.  SHAW  LEFEVRE  (Bradford. 
Central) :  The  Committee  will  recollect 
that  when  Vote  6  was  under  discussion 
I  intimated  my  intention  of  moving  the 
reduction  of  this  Vote  by  the  nominal 
sum  of  £5,000  with  the  view  of  raising 
the  question  of  the  expediency  of  ap- 
pointing a  Committee  to  inquire  into 
the  designs  of  vessels.  I  am  raising 
it  under  great  disadvantage  in  the  ab- 
sence of  a  number  of  hon.  Members  who 
agree  with  me  as  to  the  policy  of  such  an 
inquiry,  and  I  think  it  will  be  well  if  I 
wore  to  state,  as  shortly  as  I  can,  why  I 
think  it  would  be  wise,  at  the  present 
juncture,  to  make  such  an  inquiry.  I 
do  so  in  no  spirit  of  hostility  to  the  pre- 
sent Board  of  Admiralty,  and  althouj^h 
I  propose  to  move  the  reduction  of  the 
Vole,  I  shall  only  do  so  in  order  to  enable 
the  discussion  to  be  confined  to  this  par- 
ticular question,  and  I  do  not  propose 
to  divide  upon  it.  At  this  moment, 
there  is  no  proposal  in  the  programme 
before  us  to  lay  down  any  new  iron- 
clads, and  therefore  there  is  no  im- 
mediate subject  of  controversy.  At 
the  same  time,  I  think  I  shall  be  able  to 
show  that  that  fact  affords  even  more 
reason  for  undertaking  the  inquiry  I 
suggest,  because  it  can  be  entered  into 
without  any  foregone  conclusion  on  the 
part  of  the  Government.  I  will,  there- 
fore, proceed  at  once  to  point  out  to  the 
Committee  why  I  think  it  is  desirable 
that  such  an  inquiry  should  be  held. 

Sir  GEORGE  CAMPBELL  (Kirk- 
caldy, &c.) :  May  I  interrupt  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  for  a  moment  ?  I  hope 
that  the  effect  of  his  Motion  will  not  be 
to  shut  me  out  from  moving  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  Vote,  in  Section  1,  on  account 
of  stores  for  the  Squadron  on  the  Aus- 
tralian Station.  I  take  it  that  the 
Motion  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
applies  to  Section  2. 

Mr.  SHAW  LEFEVRE:  No;  I 
propose  to  move  the  reduction  on  Sec- 
tion 1. 

Sir  GEORGE  CAMPBELL :  Is  the 
Vote  now  under  consideration  Sec- 
tion 1  ? 

The  CHAIRMAN :  Yes. 

The  first  LORD  of  the  AD- 
MIRALTY (Lord  George  Hamilton) 
(Middlesex,  Ealing) :  Section  2  relates 
to  the  hulls  of  ships;    therefore,  the 


question  of  design  ought  to  be  diseossfl 
upon  Section  L 

Mr.  SHAW  LEFEVRE :  The  Vote 
includes  stores  to  be  used  in  buildiog 
ships  in  the  dockyards,  and  therefore  tin 
discussion  I  propose  to  raise  will  come 
in  appropriately.  I  intend  to  condade 
with  a  Motion  ;  but,  having  caught 
the  Chairman's  eye,  I  olaim  my  right  h 
proceed.  The  Committee  would  recollect 
that  early  in  the  Session  a  Motion  vtt 
made  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Sander- 
land  (Mr.  Gourley)  for  the  appointmeot 
of  a  (Committee  of  this  House  to  inquire 
into  the  desiRns  of  the  vessels  which 
have  been  bmlt  of  late  years.  I  could 
not  myself  support  the  hon.  Member, 
because  I  considered,  and  I  still  con- 
sider, that  it  would  be  ioapossible  to 
select  a  Committee  of  the  House  with 
sufficient  technical  information  on  the 
part  of  its  members  to  be  of  real  use 
and  value  in  such  an  important  inqnirr. 
I  therefore  could  not  assent  to  such  an 
inquiry.  But  it  appeared,  in  the  coarse 
of  the  discussion  on  tliat  Motion,  that 
there  is  in  many  parts  of  the  House  a 
desire  for  some  inquiry  of  the  kind.  Mj 
hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Cardiff  (Sir 
Edward  Keed),  who  is  a  very  high 
authority  on  the  subject,  made  an  im- 
portant speech,  in  wbioh  he  oonunented 
upon  the  types  of  the  vessels  which  hire 
been  constructed  during  the  last  ISyears, 
and  he  commented  severely  on  the 
designers. 

Sib  ED WABD  HEED  (Oaidiff) :  No, 
not  on  the '  designers,  but  on  the 
designs. 

Mb.  SHAW  LEFEYBE  :  Then  I  will 
withdraw  that  statement*  At  all  evsnte, 
my  hon.  Friend  commended  severely  on 
the  types  of  the  vessels.  Later  on  the 
noble  Lord  the  Member  for  South  Pad- 
dington  (Lord  Bandolph  Ohurohill),  in  a 
very  powerful  speech  at  WoIverhamptoD, 
followed  on  the  same  lines.  The  noblo 
Lord  went  the  length  of  sayiog  that 
£10,000,000  had  been  absolutdy&rown 
away  and  wasted  in  building  armoured 
vessels  during  the  last  10  years,  and  he 
commented  in  very  severe  terms  on  the 
designer  —  Sir  Nathaniel  Bariiaby. 
These  statementSi  oominflr  from  these 
quarters,  led  to  a  great  deal  of  contro- 
versy in  the  newspapers,  and  it  is  impos- 
sible to  deny  that  there  is  at  the  present 
moment  a  ^od  deal  of  uneasy  fading 
on  the  subject  of  many  of  our  recent 
vessels.    In  my  opiniony  it  is  dediable 
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to  take  public  opiDion  iato  account,  and 
to  institute  some  official  inquiry.  The 
question  seems  to  me  to  be  very  much 
in  the  position  in  which  it  was  in  1S71. 
"When  hon.  Members,  who  were  Mem- 
bers of  the  House  at  that  time,  will 
recollect  that  there  were  great  differences 
of  opinion  on  the  part  of  the  public  as 
to  tho  vessels  which  had  been  recently 
constructed,  aud  great  doubts  were  ex- 
pressed as  to  what  type  of  vessels  should 
be  laid  down  in  the  future.  A  Royal 
Commission  was  then  appointed,  which 
was  presided  over  by  Lord  Dufferin,  and 
that  Commission  performed  a  very  useful 
work  and  did  immense  good  to  the  Naval 
Service  in  laying  down  principles  for 
future  guidance.  As  I  have  said,  it 
appears  to  me  that  the  position  now  is 
very  much  the  same  as  it  was  then.  There 
is  the  same  difference  of  opinion  among 
competent  persons  as  to  some  of  the 
vessels  which  have  recently  been  laid 
down,  and  what  the  type  of  the  future 
vessels  should  be.  I  think,  therefore, 
it  would  bo  wise  in  the  interests,  not 
only  of  the  public  but  of  the  Naval  Ser- 
vice, to  institute  a  new  inquiry.  It  is 
quite  true  that  in  the  immediate  future 
there  is  no  intention  to  lay  down  any  of 
the  largest  class  of  iron-clads.  The  noble 
Lord  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty, 
speaking  a  few  days  ago,  said  that,  in 
his  opinion,  it  was  possible  or  probable 
that  no  more  iron-clads  of  the  largest 
class  would  be  laid  down.  I  was  glad 
to  hear  the  statement  of  the  noble  Lord, 
and  I  quite  concur  with  him  if  he  con- 
fines his  statement  to  the  largest  class  of 
iron-clads — vessels  of  from  10,000  to 
12,000  tons— subject,  always,  to  the  pos- 
sibility of  other  Powers  following  our 
example.  But  I  should  feel  inclined  to 
think  that  the  noble  Lord  is  over- san- 
guine if  his  remarks  were  intended  to 
relate  to  the  next  class  of  vessels,  vessels 
of  6,000  or  8,000  tons.  It  is  highly 
probable  that,  before  long,  or  possibly 
even  next  year,  we  may  have  to  lay 
down  some  armoured  vessels  of  that  size, 
and  there  is  quite  as  much  difference  of 
opinion  as  to  these  types  as  in  respect 
of  larger  vessels.  It  is  now  three  years 
since  we  laid  down  any  such  vessels ;  we 
bavebeen  properly  engaged  incompleting 
those  in  course  of  construction.  The 
time  is  now  coming  when  those  respon- 
sible for  the  Navy  will  have  to  consider 
whether  it  will  be  well  to  lay  down  any 
further  vessels  of  that  kind.  The  French 
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Government  have  baen  following  our  ex- 
ample. They  have  also  been  engaged 
during  the  last  three  or  four  years  in 
completing  vessels  on  which  they  have 
been  engaged,  and  they  have  not  laid 
down  any  fresh  iron-clads  of  the  class  I 
am  speaking  of.  These  vessels  are  now 
near  completion,  and  it  is  quite  possible 
that  before  we  meet  next  Session,  France 
may  have  found  it  necessary  to  lay 
down  more  vessels  of  the  class  I  have 
adverted  to.  If  that  be  so,  it  might 
be  necessary  for  the  Board  of  Admi- 
ralty to  follow  suit,  and  I  am  afraid 
there  is  almost  as  much  difference 
as  to  what  the  types  of  vessels  of  this 
class  should  be  as  thero  is  in  regard  to 
the  larger  ironclads.  The  French 
Government  have  already  laid  down  a 
vessel  |of  6,000  tons,  called  the  Tage^ 
in  which  they  have  abandoned  the 
system  of  plating  to  the  fullest  degree. 
This  vessel  is  of  a  very  powerful  de- 
scription, with  a  speed  of  19  knots,  and 
she  carries  a  very  powerful  armament. 
If  the  French  Governmeat  lay  down 
other  vessels  of  the  same  type,  it  may  be 
necessary  in  self  protection  for  the  Ad- 
miralty to  be  prepared,  before  bringing 
in  next  year's  Estimates,  with  some  well 
settled  policy  in  regard  to  future  policy. 
In  that  view  it  would  be  wise  to  utilize 
the  time  in  considering  the  types  of  the 
vessels  we  should  build,  and  in  laying 
down  the  principles  which  should  j^uide 
us  in  the  future.  With  respect  to  tho 
vessels  which  have  been  constructed 
during  the  past  few  years,  or  now  being 
completed,  I  do  not  propose  to  enter  into 
a  full  discussion  of  their  merits  or 
demerits ;  to  do  so  would  necessitate  a 
much  longer  speech  and  discussion  than 
I  should  be  justided  in  inflicting  on  the 
Committee  at  the  present  moment,  nor 
do  I  think  it  necessary  to  vindicate  the 
reputation  of  Sir  Nathaniel  Barnaby, 
who  is  quite  able  to  take  care  of  him- 
self with  his  pen.  I  will  only  say  that 
I  think  it  very  wrong,  and  not  very  fair, 
to  concentrate  all  the  attacks  on  Sir 
Nathaniel  Barnaby,  and  to  hold  him 
solely  responsible  for  all  the  vessels 
which  have  been  built  durino^  the  last 
10  or  15  years.  I  need  hardly  remind 
the  Committee  that  Sir  Nathaniel 
Barnaby  served  as  Chief  Constructor  for 
something  like  16  years  under  successive 
Boards  of  Admiralty  presided  over  by 
men  such  as  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  (Mr. 
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0'.:-/:h^r.     tr.e  lit/fe  Mr.  Wari  Hiat,  the 
r ;;?'**.  hor..  0-;L"k:L4-.  tr.e  F::*:  L>ri  of 
t*iTf';a%urT    Mr.   W.  II.  .S:::!::-..  &::i 
I»ri  -V  >r::.brvil'.  aid  v'r.h.  a  s'l'X'T^iloa 
of     T'rrv    'i:*j*.;r*;ril!r.ei     Aliiiral*     as 
r/j ennbfrr-,  of  •/rio-, ^  Bo ar  I -j.    "SjI roa -clal, 
J  bel:';v^;,  wa^  'sVhT   lai  1   d'^-JTa   during 
that  ri'iio  Tiithoi*,  thf:  filles*.  aai  mist 
car^fiil  ar«d  rno-st  rainute  consideration 
of    all    it«i    dotaiU,    and   without    the 
approval  of   all   the  members  of    the 
hosLTtl  rospon»ible  for  the  laying  down 
of  such  vessels,  and  also  of  the  Comp- 
troller ;  and  they  were  equally  respon- 
sible with  Sir  Nathaniel  Bamaby  for 
the  results,  provided  there  was  no  mis- 
take in  calculations,    which   I    do  not 
believe  to  have  be^n  the  case.     If  my 
experience  goes  for  anything  in  such  a 
matter,  I  undertake  to  say  that  no  vessel 
has    been    laid     down     without    each 
member  of  the  Board,  civilian  and  naval, 
alike  liaving  been  consulted  in  reference 
to    every  important    detail    respecting 
Hiich  vessel,  and   without   each  taking 
upon    hiruHolf    an    individual    respon- 
sibility for  it.     I  need  hardly  say  that 
the    sucoessivo    Boards    of    Admiralty 
to  which  I  have  adverted  have  included 
among  tlioir  ranks  some   of   the  most 
eminent    men    in  the   Admiralty,  who 
wore  equally  responsible  with  the  Chief 
(Jonstruotor  for  the  vessels  laid  down. 
Tt  is  probably  true  that  in  some  cases 
Hir  Nathaniel  Barnaby,  the  Constructor, 
has  not  boun  altogether  satisfied  with 
the  VOS80I  lie  may  have  been  officially 
compollod  to  design ;  but  every  armoured 
vessel   must,    to   a  great  extent,    be   a 
compromiso ;  it  is  impossible  to  obtain 
porfeotion,    or    to    construct    an    ideal 
vessel ;    some  qualities  of  great  value 
uro  always  sacrificed  to  otiiers,  which  at 
the  moment  are  considered  more  impor- 
tant and  valuable.     It  may  well  be,  and 
it  is  of  the  very  nature  of  things,  that  a 
vosHol   having    boon    once    determined 
upon,    and  a    compromise    arrived    at 
botweou   tho   naval    element    and    the 
Boiontifio  eloment  of  tho  Board,  that  the 
vcsHol  agrood  upon  may  not,  porhaps, 
have  sucoeodod  in  obtaining  the  entire 
and  full  approval  oithor  of  tiio  dosignor 
or  of  tho  naval  niomhors  of  the  Board. 
In  BUdh  muttors  there  must  in  the  nature 
of    things   bo    a   compromise,  and   the 
vosaol  linally  dosignod  is  the  roiult  of  a 
mutual  arrangomont.     As  I  liavo  said, 
1  do  not  proposo  to  go   in  full   do  tail 
into  tho  ohaniott'r  of  tho  ves^eols  ^Yhich 


hare  beea  toUt  dTirisj^  the  Ias  !'  :: 
1 5  years.  I  belieTe  ih^*:  elaut  •;■:  ±: 
Testis  ti'zzl*  during  ihe  I&s*  15  jeu 
have  not  beea  ezACiIr  &9  &^  Na^iziii 


Bamabj  desired,    becaose    Le  Lai  » 
\  make  concesai>n3  to  the    Board  in  n 
'  respect  of  qualities  vhieh  they  thoogli 
*  more  vaHable.      A|>art,  howeTer.  fro: 
exaggerated  langaa^  vhich  has  t^: 
used  on  the  sabject  of  these  recsek,  r 
most  be  admitted  that  there  have  beez 
two  very  distinct  schools  of  naval  con 
stmction  applicable  to  the  larger  dts 
of  vessels,  each  of  which  has  had  ver 
able  and  powerful  advocates  among  con 
structors  and  among  naval  men;  an( 
bothy  I  doubt  not,  actuated  by  the  sam< 
sense  of  public  duty.     The  one  school  i 
represented  by  the  late— and,  I  believe 
by  the  present — Chief  Conatractor,  aiK 
the  naval  men  who  have  been  responsibli 
of  late  years  at  the  Admiralty,  and  t]i< 
other  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Cardifi 
and  by  high  authorities  also  among  nava 
men — ^that,  I  think,  may  include  amos^ 
them  Sir  Arthur  Hood  of  the  presen 
Board  of  Admiralty.     At  all  events,  Ha 
very  highest  Naval  Authorities  and  th( 
highest  constructive  authorities  among 
the  designers  of  vessels  are  among  th 
two  schools.    Starting  a  few  yean  ago 
with  the  Devaiiaiion,  a  vessel  of  10  or 
12  inches  of  armour  all  round  her  hall 
at  the  water  line,  the  last  of  that  type 
of  vessel  built,  the  late  Chief  Oonstmctor 
and  those  associated  with  him  in  the  re- 
sponsibility for  the  successive   veasels 
which  have  been  built  since,  have  en- 
deavoured to  meet  the    constantly  in- 
creasing demand  for  thicker  armour,  to 
meet  tho  heavier  guns  and  their  greater 
penetrating     power     by     abandoning 
arm  our- plating  over  the  extremities  of 
vessels  and  concentrating  it,  as  far  as 
possible,  over  the  vital  portions  of  the 
vessel ;  and  they  have  provided  for  the 
safety  of  the  vessel  by  armoured  decks 
below  water,  and  by  arrangements  for 
utilizing  the  coal  bunker  and  cellular 
spaces.     The  weight  of  armour  has  re- 
mained the  same  for  vessels  of  the  same 
sizo,  but  it  has  been  restricted  to  certain 
parts  of  the  vessel,  and  whatever  weight 
could  bo  economized  has  been  devoted 
to  engines  of  greater  weight,  and  thore- 
foro  to  securing  greater  speed.     On  this 
principle  successive  types  of  vessels  have 
been  constructed,  beginning  with  the 
Infitfxtbie,  the  Ajax,  the  Agmm^mnwm^  the 
Co'ossuif   and  the  Admirml  dass,  and 
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goings  on  to  the  Sanspareil.  Other 
countries  have  been  compelled  to  pro- 
ceed in  the  same  direction.  The  Italian 
Government  have  carried  this  policy  to 
the  fullest  extreme,  for  they  have  been 
building  six  vessels  with  no  less  than 
14,000  tons  with  18  knots  of  speed, 
while  they  have  practically  abandoned 
armour-plating  altogether,  except  as  a 
protection  to  the  engines  and  the  guns. 
The  French  also  have  gone  to  some 
extent  in  the  same  direction.  They 
have  preserved  armour-plating  at  the 
water  line  of  their  vessels,  but  have 
abandoned  it  largely  as  a  protection  to 
their  crews  and  their  guns  when  loaded, 
although  they  use  it  as  a  protection  for 
the  guns  while  loading,  which  is,  of 
course,  an  important  distinction.  We 
may  be  said  to  have  proceeded  about 
half  way  between  the  policy  of  the 
Italian  and  the  French  Governments.  I 
think  I  am  justified  in  saying  that  the 
noble  Lord  when  he  came  into  Office  in 
1885  inclined  to  the  other  school  ;  when, 
by  the  advice  of  Sir  Arthur  Hood,  he 
laid  down  the  Nile  and  the  Trafalgar^  in 
which  armour- plating  is  used  to  a  much 
greater  extent  than  in  the  vessels  I  have 
referred  to.  It  is  recognized  and  ad- 
mitted now  that  the  designs  of  these 
vessels  did  not  meet  with  the  approval 
of  either  the  late  or  the  present  Chief 
Constructor,  who  were  of  opinion  that, 
although  these  vessels  are  very  power- 
ful and  valuable  for  certain  purposes, 
too  much  is  sacrificed  to  this  immense 
weight  of  armour,  and  that  they  are 
deficient  in  speed  and  in  weight  of  arma- 
ment as  compared  with  the  more  recent 
vessels  of  the  Admiral  class.  I  have  no 
desire  to  re-open  the  controversy  in  re- 
gard to  these  vessels,  but  I  merely  men- 
tion the  fact  as  bearing  upon  the  ques- 
tion I  have  to  bring  under  the  attention 
of  the  Committee.  The  noble  Lord  the 
Member  for  South  Paddington  said,  in 
his  speech  at  Wolverhampton,  that  the 
construction  of  these  two  vessels  is  con- 
elusive  condemnation  of  all  the  18  built 
before  them,  and  that  the  money  spent 
on  them  has  been  thrown  away.  I  may, 
perhaps,  use  the  converse  argument 
that,  if  the  18  other  vessels  were  oon- 
Btruoted  on  a  right  principle,  the  iVi/tf  and 
the  Trafalgar  are  unnecessary,  and  that 
the  £2,000,000  which  they  cost  would 
have  been  better  spent  in  other  direc- 
tions. For  my  part,  however,  though 
I  objeeted  last  year  to  the  construction 


of  these  vessels,  at  all  events,  without 
the  appointment  of  a  previous  Com- 
mittee of  Inquiry,  believing  them  to  be 
unnecessary,  yet  I  have  never  denied, 
but,  on  the  contrary,  have  always 
admitted,  that  they  would  be  powerful 
and  valuable  vessels,  though  not  so 
powerful  as  they  might  have  been ;  and 
I  think  most  reasonable  men  who  belong 
to  the  other  school  will  make  the  same 
admission  with  respect  to  the  vessels 
built  of  late  years  of  the  other  type.  I 
believe  that  too  much  concession  has 
been  made  to  the  principle  of  supplying 
armour  on  the  sides,  and  that  it  would 
have  been  better  if  a  higher  rate  of 
speed  had  been  obtained.  But,  in  fact, 
it  is  not  necessary  for  either  party  to 
this  controversy  to  accuse  the  other  of 
gross  negligence  or  ignorance,  or  to 
suggest  that  they  are  only  concerned 
in  an  official  ring  who  are  laughing 
at  the  country.  We  must  admit  that 
there  are  these  grave  differences  of 
opinion  on  the  subject  of  the  types  of 
the  vessels,  and  I  cannot  but  think  that 
it  would  be  wise,  in  the  present  state  of 
naval  construction,  and  in  view  of  the 
great  controversy  which  has  arisen,  to 
refer  the  question  to  an  independent 
Committee  of  Inquiry,  on  which  some  of 
the  ablest  men  in  the  country  should  be 
invited  to  sit.  The  noble  Lord  stated, 
not  long  ago,  as  an  argument  against 
this  course,  that  practical  experience  of 
ships  would  be  better  than  any  such  in- 
quiry ;  but  I  would  remind  him  that  the 
most  important  points  for  consideration 
are  in  respect  of  matters  where  there 
can  be  no  trial  except  in  case  of  war. 
With  the  exception  of  the  NiU  and  Trt^ 
falgar^  which  will  not  be  completed  for 
two  or  three  years,  we  have  specimens 
of  all  the  different  types  afloat  at  this 
moment.  I  believe,  then,  for  the  rea- 
sons I  have  placed  before  the  Com- 
mittee, that  an  inquiry  such  as  I  have 
suggested  would  be  of  the  greatest 
value.  We  have  reached  a  point  where 
there  is  a  very  great  difference  of  opi- 
nion, and  when  there  is  a  certain  lull 
in  the  building  of  vessels  of  the  largest 
type,  and  therefore  an  unusual  oppor- 
tunity is  presented  for  a  full  and  com- 
plete inquiry  upon  the  subject.  My  own 
belief  is  that  such  an  inquiry,  whatever 
its  results,  would  minimize  or  reduce 
the  points  of  difference  between  the 
two  schools  of  construction  to  which  I 
have  adverted.    I  have  confidence  that 
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it  wrould  lead  to  roassuro  the  public  as 
to  the  value  of  the  vessels  we  have  con- 
structed of  late  years,  and  it  would  be 
of  great  value  in  laying  down  principles 
for  the  guidance  of  the  Board  of  Admi- 
ralty whenever  it   may  bo   considered 
necessary  to  lay  down  new  vessels  of  a 
larger  class.     For  these  reasons  I  pro- 
1)096  to  formally  move  the  reduction  of 
the  Vote  by  the  sum  of  £5,000,  in  order 
to  raise  a  discussion,  and  to  give  Her 
Majesty's  Government  an  opportunity 
of  expressing  their  views  with  regard 
to    my   suggestion.     In    conclusion,    I 
desire  to  say  that  I  entirely  approve  of 
the  programme  of  now  work  which  is 
proposed  for  the  year,  and  which  has 
been  drawn  up  by  the  present  Board  of 
Admiralty,  by  which  it  is  proposed  to 
build   a  certain    number  of  swift  and 
heavily  armed  cruisers,  with  regard  to 
which  the  principle  of  altogether  aban- 
doning armour-plating  above  water-line 
is  to  be  carried  into  eifect.     They  are,  I 
understand,  to  be  merely  what  are  called 
'*  protected  vessels,''  although  vessels  of 
considerable  size.     I  also  fully  concur  in 
the  policy  of  the  present  Board  in  build- 
ing some,  at  all  events,  of  their  new 
vessels  by  contract  instead  of  building 
all  of  them  in  the  Dockyards.     I  think 
it  is  most  important,  at  all  times,  that 
some  of  the    new  vessels    laid    down 
should  be  built  by  contract,  if  only  for 
the  purpose  of  enabling  a  comparison 
to  be  constantly  made  between  the  work 
done  in  the  Dockyards  and  by  contract. 
I  think  the  noble  Lord  has  done  well  in 
resisting  the  pressure  brought  to  boar 
upon    him   in   certain   quarters,  to   lay 
down  all  these  vessels  in  the  Dockyards ; 
and  I  quite  concur  in  his  policy  of  build- 
ing some  of  them  by  contract.     I  beg  to 
move  the  reduction  of  the  Vote  by  the 
sum  of  £5,000. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
*^That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £1,202,000, 
be  granted  for  the  said  Services." — {Mr, 
Shaw  Le/evre.) 

Sir  EDWARD  REED  (Cardiff) :  No- 
body,  I  think,  can  doubt  the  fairness 
und  the  moderation  of  the  speech  to 
vhich  we  have  just  listened.  I  wish  I 
had  the  same  confidence  in  the  views  of 
my  right  hou.  Friend  as  I  have  in  the 
spirit  with  which  he  has  given  expres- 
sion to  them.  My  right  hon.  Friend 
seems  to  think  that  this  is  simply  a 
question  of  unavoidable  compromise,  and 

Mr.  Shaw  Lefevre 


that  particular  designs  could  only  ha?e 
been  improved  by  the  sacrifice  of  other 
qualities.    I  think  that  my  right  hon. 
Friend    has    altogether    mistaken  the 
nature    of    the   controTersj   that   has 
existed  and  exists  with  regard  to  the 
different  types  of  ships.   What  is  it  that 
my  right  hon.  Friend  says  ?     He  says 
that  he  is  willing  to  allow  that  the  Nih 
and  Trafalgar,  with  their  heavy  belts  of 
armour,  are  very  g^d    ships,  and  he 
asks  that  similar  approval  shall  be  ex- 
tended to  the  partially-armoured  ships 
which  have  been  built   during  recent 
years.     Now  I  have    no  heaitotion  in 
saying  at  onoe,  that  if  the  fault  I  hare 
to  find  with  Her  Majesty's  ships  was 
only  the    excess    of    armour,  I    never 
should  have  found  fault  at  all  in  this 
House,  because  I  am   of    opinion  that 
matters  of  that  kind  are  not  fit  subjects 
of  controversy  in    Parliament.     While 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  is  willing  to 
accept  the  Nth  and  Trafalgar^  and  while 
he  gives  them  a  certain  amount  of  modi- 
fied approval,  he  asks  me  and  others  to 
extend  the  same  approval  to  the  ships 
whioh  we  have  condemned^  not  for  anj 
excess  of  protection,    but    becanBe  we 
believe  they  are  deficient  in  protection, 
and  that  they  are  not  worthy  of  the 
name  of  iron-clads  at  all.     That  is  the 
nature  and  the  basis  of  the  oontrOTersj 
which  has  been  going  on  for  a  number 
of  years.    It  opened  with  the  case  of  the 
InflexihU,  and  my  right  hon.  Friend  asks 
the  House  to  assent  now  to  the  appmnt- 
mert  of  a  Boyal  Commission.  I  suppose 
he  would    be    quite    satisfied  with  a 
departmental  inquiry  if  the  noble  Lord 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  (Lord 
George  Hamilton)    would    promise  to 
constitute  an  independent   Oommittee. 
But  what  happened  in  the  ease  of  the 
Injlsxihld?     There  was  a  Oonserfative 
Government  in  power  at  the  time,  and 
at  length,  and  after  repeated  diaoassioii, 
hon.  Members  taking  an  interest  in  the 
Navy,  who  were  sitting  on  the  GoTen- 
ment  side  of  the  House,  refused  to  sap- 
port  the  Government  in  their  resistanee 
to  all  inquiry,  and  demanded  a  special 
and  independent  Committee.     The  pie- 
sent  Lord  Kavensworth  put  himself  pro- 
minently forward  in  arguing  that  tnsn 
should  be  an  independent  and  imputisl 
inquiry,  and  the  late  Sir  Staflbrdx^iA- 
cote  ultimately  rose   in  his  plaoa  asl 
promised  that  an  inquiry ihouldbe eon- 
ducted  by  men  who  wero  whoUj  ii 
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pendent  of  the  Admiralty,  or  Admiralty 
influence,  while  in  ** another  place**  the 
Duko  of  Richmond  gave  a  specific  pledge 
that  nobody  on  the  Committee  should 
be  in    any    way    connected    with    the 
Admiralty.     But   how    was    the   Com- 
mittee composed  ?     It   consisted  of  an 
Admiral  who,  if  I  mistake  not — although 
a  very  distinguished  officer — had  been 
Chairman  of  one  or  two  whitewashing 
Committees;    secondly,    of    a    gentle- 
man —  Dr.  Woolley  —  who    had   been 
Director  of  Admiralty  education,  a  gen- 
tlemen  of   eminent    qualifications,    but 
who   was   in   receipt   of  an  Admiralty 
pension ;   thirdly,  of  a  gentleman,  the 
late   Mr.   Froudo,    who    was   receiving 
£1,500  ayear  from  the  Admiralty  for 
conducting  experiments  in  his  own  pri- 
vate garden,  and  fourthly  of  one  of  the 
contractors  for  the  ship.     That  was  the 
Committee  which  was  appointed  to  in- 
vestigate the  case  of  the  luflexilley  and 
I  wish  to  know  whether   it   could    be 
called  an  independent  Committee  ?   The 
Committee  expended  months  over  the 
subject,  and  if  it  had  not  been  for  the 
Questions  which  I  and  others — put  to 
the   Government,  in    all   probability  a 
longer  delay  would  have  occurred.    The 
Report  of  the  Committee  was  of  little 
value.     My  right  hon.  Friend  says  he 
does  not  think  a  satisfactory  Committee 
could  be  formed  out  of  Parliament,  but 
I  am  of  an  entirely  contrary  opinion, 
and  I  am  ready  to   say  that  the  only 
Committee  I  would  ever  consent  to,  or 
take  the  slightest  trouble  about,  would  be 
a  Committee  of  Parliament,  and  for  these 
reasons :  in  the  first  place,  this  House 
possesses  half-a-dozen  or  even  a  dozen 
Members  who   are  perfectly  competent 
to  sit  on  such  a  Committee  ;  and,  in  the 
second  place,  it  would  be  a  more  inde- 
pendent and  satisfactory  Committee  than 
any  other   body  of  men   nominated  at 
the  suggestion  of  any   Minister  what- 
ever.    My  right  hon.  Friend,  no  doubt 
— and  the  whole  of  his  speech  showed 
it — labours  under  the  impression  that  the 
questions  at  issue  in  this  matter  are  purely 
technical  questions,  and  no  doubt  it  has 
been  the  game  of  the  Admiralty,  all  the 
time,  to  impress  everybody  with  that  idea, 
in  order  to  keep  the  responsible  Minister 
altogether  out  of  the  controversy.     But 
that    is    not    the    case   at     all.      The 
question,  which  I  for  one  have  raised, 
has  been  one  which  appeals  to  the  com- 
mon sense   and  common  judgment  of 


any  intelligent  men.     I  complain  that 
the  First  Lord   of  the  Admiralty  and 
the    Secretary  to    the    Admiralty,    and 
other  high  Admiralty  Officials,  have  been 
too  much  the  servants   and  slaves  of 
their  own  official  advisers,  whose  first 
business  has  been  to  impress  them  with 
the  fact  that  the  matter  is  a  technical 
one,  about  which  they  do  not,  and  can- 
not, know  anything.     I  do  not  agree  in 
the  opinion  which  has  been  expressed 
by  the  Chief  Constructor,  and  the  late 
Chief  Constructor  in  regard  to  the  NiU 
and   Trafalgar.     They  are  ships  which 
I  myself  would  not  have  designed,  be- 
cause they  have  more   armour  than  is 
necessary.   That,  however,  is  not,  in  my 
opinion,  a  matter  with  which  to  trouble 
this  House.     I  have  never  brought  a 
complaint  against  them  on  that  account ; 
but,  on  the  contrary,  I  have  given  the  Go- 
vernment a  steady  support,  because  I 
have  felt  that  vessels  of  this  kind  must 
carry  a  considerable  weight  of  armour. 
No  Member  of  the  House  has  a  right  to 
challenge  the  Government  for  construct- 
ing ships  which  have  a  little  more  defence 
than  he  would  have  given  them.  But,  at 
all  events,  that  will  not  detract  from  their 
power  as  fighting  ships.     What  we  are 
entitled  to  consider  is  whether  the  Go- 
vernment are  constructing  for  its  first 
line  of    defence   lino    of    battle   ships 
which  are  incapable  of  fighting  a  battle  ? 
When  that  is  so,  I  think  we  are  bound  to 
enter  a  protest,    and  to   challenge  the 
course  which  has  been  taken  by  succes- 
sive    Governments.      My    right     hon. 
Friend   said    the    Italian    Government 
have  gone  a  great  way  in  his  direction. 
My  opinion  is  that  the  Italian  Govern- 
ment have  not  gone    any  way  in  this 
direction,  although  they  have  entirely 
abandoned  side  armour  for  their  ships. 
The  Italian  Government  have  constructed 
ships  without  side  armour  at  all,  and 
with  only  deck  protection,  because  they 
believe  themselves  incapable  of  contend- 
ing in  line  of  battle  with  certain  other 
Powers,  and  therefore  they  have  designed 
vessels  of  extraordinary  speed  and  extra- 
ordinary armament  which  they  are  pre- 
pared to  use  in  the  best  way  they  can  in 
the  event  of  getting  into  a  war.  I  should 
not  think  of  complaining  of  that  policy 
on  the  part  of  a  nation  like  Italy,  and  if 
we  were  anything  but  Great  Britain,  I 
should  feel  perfectly  indifferent  whether 
the  Government  adopted  ships  like  that 
of  the  Italian  Navy,  or  not.    But  what 
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doubt  at  oil.     They,  therefore,  placed 
tlie  whole  armour-clad  Navy  under  the 
investigation  of  Lord  Dufferin's  Oom- 
mittee  for  no  other  purpose  than  that  of 
screening  and  getting  away  from   the 
catastrophe  of  the  loss  of  the  Captain. 
But  that  Committee  did  useful  work  and 
laid  down  certain  principles,  although 
those  principles  were  set  at  nought,  and 
to  this  day  have  never  been  adopted. 
No  principles  will  ever  be  adopted  that 
are  worth  anything  until  the  Minister  of 
the  day  is  made  responsible.     If  I,  my- 
self, believed  that  the  Government  were 
contemplating  the  construction  of  only 
unarmoured  ships,  I  would  move  the  re- 
duction of  £5,000,  the    salary  of   the 
noble  Lord,  and  not  a  reduction  in  Vote 
10.     Sooner  or  later  the  House  of  Com- 
mons will  have  to  make  the  Minister 
responsible.    I  do  not  believe  in  shifting 
the  responsibility  on  to  Committees.     I 
am  quite  sure  that  we  have  not  had,  for 
many  years  past,  a  Minister — certainly 
not  Lord  Northbrook — who  has  not  him- 
self contributed  to  the  evil,  by  putting 
himself  so  much  in   the  power  of    his 
subordinates.  We  are  told  that  the  pre- 
sent Constructor  and  the  late  Constructor 
of  the  Navy  constitute  a  school  which  is 
altogether  hostile  to  that  to  which  I  am 
supposed  to  belong.     Now,  the  present 
Chief  Constructor  of  the  Navy  is   the 
only  person  occupying  the  position  of  a 
Naval  Constructor  I  ever   encountered 
who  has  defended  the  ships  I  have  con- 
demned, and  it  is   my  belief  that  he 
would  not  have  been  Chief  Constructor 
now  if  he  had  not  defended  SirNathaniel 
Barnaby's    ships,    and   if  ho   gets  the 
chance  he  will  give  effect  to  some  of  the 
extraordinary  views  of  his   predecessor 
in   Office.      I  look  upon  the  authority 
he  has  with  the  Board  of  Admiralty  as  a 
ground  of  suspicion,  and  a  ground  for 
watchfulness.     I  am  glad  that  my  right 
hon.    Friend  withdrew  his   suggestion 
that  I  had  attacked  the  designers  of  the 
ships.  I  think  anyone  who  is  acquainted 
with  the  question  will  bear  me  out  \^hen 
I  say  that  I  have  done  nothing  of  the 
kind.     Of  course,  we  all  know  that  it  is 
impossible   to  attack  a  series  of  ships 
without  more  or  less — by  implication — 
attacking  the  designers  of  those  ships; 
but  I  maintain  that  I  never  attacked  any- 
body person  ally  except  Lord  Northbrook. 
He  is  the  person  I  have  systematically 
attacked,  because  I  believe  he  had  the 
power  to  prevent  the  ovils  which  have 
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occurred  if  he  had  chosen  to  exercise  ii 
There  is  one  thing  I  should  like  to  saj 
not  exactly  in  my  defence,  because  I  d 
not  know  whether  there  is  any  need  fu 
defending  myself,  but  I  desire  to  sa, 
that  these  questions  are  not  question 
that  require  Committees  or  Commissioni 
or  bodies  of  that  kind  to  inquire  int 
them.  I  see  in  front  of  me  the  noble  an< 
gallant    Lord    the    Member    for   Eu 
Marylebone  (Lord   Charles  Beresford; 
who  is  absolutely  as  competent  as  an; 
man  alive  to  give  an  opinion  on  th 
point  I  am  about  to  mention.     It  is  oni 
which  I  am  about  to  raise  for  the  firs 
time,  and  I  do  so  because  I  am  anxiou 
to  obtain  an  explanation.  It  is  said  tha 
the  Conqueror  has  been  unable  to  ^h 
her  guns  at  sea  when  in  a  considerable 
seaway,  because  of  the  wash  of  the  sei 
over  her  bows.   Now,  it  is  characteri8ti( 
of  several  of  the  recently  built  and  ven 
large  ships — ships  of  10,000  or  12,0uii 
tons — that  they  have  bows  which  are  not 
more    than   11   feet    in  height.     The 
Victoria  and  Sampareil  have    been  de- 
signed in  that  way ;  the  total  height  of 
those  ships  out  of  the   water  forward 
being  only  1 1  feet.  Now,  I  believe  that 
a  very  fast  armoured  ship  with  a  bov 
only  1 1  feet  high  is  perfectly  incapable 
of  chasing  another  ship  in  a  heavy  sea. 
I    have    reason    to    believe    that  the 
Colling  wood,   one  of  the  Admirtd  cUeb, 
the  first  time    she    came    out  of  port 
at  all   was  swamped  forward  by  tUo 
sea.      My  opinion  is  that  these  ships 
are    altogether  incapable    of  perform- 
ing   the    work    of    the    countzy,    and 
that  they  are  incapable  in  a  manner 
which  cannot  be  slleged  against  any 
French  ship  of  war  of  any  great  size. 
There  is  not  a  single  ship  I  know  of  in 
the   French    Navy  —  speaking   of  the 
largest  class  of  iron-clads — which  is  sub- 
jected to  that  defect.    I  am  not  dealing 
with  this  question  in  order  to  produce 
any  alarm ;  but  I  believe   that  if  the 
Frttuch  were  to  send  out  their  first-class 
iron-clads  to-morrow,  and  we  were  to 
send  out  ours,  we  should  find  the  French 
in  a  position  to  do  what  they  liked  and 
to  fight    their    ships    while    steaming 
against  a  head-sea,  whereas  we  could 
do  nothing  at  all.    That,  I  think,  is  a 
very  serious  matter.  I  am  sorry  to  have 
found  it  necessary  to  ocoapy  so  muoh  of 
the  time  of  the  Committee,  particularly 
at  this  season  of  the  year.     Iffy  feeling 
is  that  if  a  Commission  were  appointed 
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it  would  g:ive  a  great  deal  of  trouble  to 
the  Admiralty  Department,  and  would 
possibly  divert  it  from  more  useful  pur- 
poses for  a  long  time  to  come.  It  might 
also  be  a  source  of  much  misobief  in 
the  matter  of  designs,  and  no  good 
would  come  of  it.  I  think  that  all  we 
can  do  is  to  take  the  consequences  of 
the  mistakes  we  make,  and  to  make  the 
Admiralty  feel  their  responsibility,  and 
feel  that  such  mistakes  are  not  easily 
got  oyer  by  persons  who  hold  specious 
and  hollow  views.  There  is  one  thing 
I  wish  to  mention,  which  I  believe  to 
be  applicable  to  this  Vote,  and  I  want 
to  save  myself  the  necessity  of  address- 
ing the  Committee  again.  I  have  read 
in  the  papers  that  several  of  the  new 
vessels  built  by  contract  have  broken 
down  in  their  machinery.  Now,  I  am 
not  surprised  at  that,  and  I  will  give 
the  Committee  an  instance  of  what  I 
saw  myself.  I  inspected  one  of  these 
vessels  when  she  was  nearly  complete ; 
it  is  not  necessary  that  I  should  name 
her.  I  saw  her  in  the  private  yard  in 
which  she  was  built.  There  was  no 
sailing  work  to  be  done  in  her  at  all, 
but  she  was  one  series  of  machines  from 
beginning  to  end.  There  was  not  a  sail 
to  set,  and  the  only  thing  a  naval 
ofRcer  could  do  was  to  navigate  her. 
I  am  sure  the  noble  and  gallant  Lord 
(Lord  Charles  Beresford)  will  admit 
that  the  most  onerous  and  serious  duties 
in  these  ships  have  to  be  performed  by 
the  engineers,  for  there  are  engines 
from  one  end  to  the  other.  I  saw  an 
engineering  officer  on  board.  I  had 
asked  for  him. 

Lord  CHARLES  BERESFORD 
(Marylobone,  E.) :  Of  what  class  ? 

Sir  EDWARD  REED :  I  asked  the 
chief  engineer  officer — **  What  is  going  to 
be  your  engineering  complement;  how 
many  engineers  are  you  going  to  carry?'' 
Perhaps  the  Committee  will  scarcely 
believe  it,  but  his  answer  was  that  he 
was  going  to  carry  himself  alone,  as  far 
as  he  knew.  Some  time  afterwards  I 
saw  it  announced  in  Ths  Times  newspaper 
that  there  were  to  be  in  that  vessel  one 
engineer  and  four  or  five  officers  of  the 
lieutenant  class — that  is  to  say,  four  or 
five  executive  officers  with  but  little 
executive  duty  to  be  done,  and  one  en- 
gineer for  the  whole  management  of  the 
engines.  That  vessel  ought  to  carry 
at  least  three  engineers,  in  order  that 
one  of  them  might  always  be  in  charge 


of  her  machinery.  No  doubt,  the  noble 
Lord  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty 
will  tell  me  that  the  engine  room  arti- 
ficers are  a  very  good  class  of  men, 
and  that  they  are  entitled  to  be  entrusted 
with  a  certain  amount  of  responsibility ; 
but  I  should  like  to  know  whether  any 
shipowner  would  dream  of  putting  one 
engineer  only  on  board  of  a  vessel  of 
great  power,  and  especially  a  ship  whose 
efficiency  and  success  depended  on  her 
engines  ?  It  would  be  absolutely  ceoes- 
sary  that  the  one  engineer  officer  in 
charge  would  have  to  be  out  of  the 
engine-room  two-thirds  of  his  time.  I 
was  not  surprised  to  find  that  three  or 
four  of  these  ships  broke  down  in  their 
machinery  department  during  the  re- 
cent trials.  I  have  alluded  to  the  fact 
not  with  a  view  of  calling  attention  to 
this  incidental  matter,  but  to  point  out 
what  is  going  on.  We  are  told  that 
we  have  not  enough  engineers,  but  we 
are  continually  seeing  extraordinary 
attempts  to  keep  down  the  engineering 
class.  This  is  a  very  serious  matter,  for 
this  reason,  that  the  engineering  class 
is  the  class  which  will  have  to  keep 
these  ships  efficient  from  top  to  bottom. 
In  a  time  of  battle  the  value  of  the 
ships  will  depend  upon  the  efficiency 
and  sufficiency  of  the  engineering  class. 
It  is  certainly  most  unsatisfactory  to 
know  that  a  ship  of  several  thousand 
indicated  horse  power,'  with  a  num- 
ber of  small  engines  scattered  all  over 
the  vessel,  are  left  in  the  care  of  only 
one  educated  and  responsible  engineer. 
There  is  only  one  other  remark  I  desire 
to  make.  My  right  hon.  Friend  has  re- 
ferred to  the  Ta^Bf  in  which  [vessel— 
a  vessel  of  great  power — ^he  told  us 
that  France  had  abandoned  side  armour. 
Now,  the  reason  why  side  armour  has 
been  abandoned  in  the  Tage,  which  is 
only  a  ship  of  6,000  tons,  is  that  she 
cannot  carry  side  armour,  because  she 
carries  such  an  enormous  weight  of  en- 
gines and  coal.  She  can,  therefore, 
only  afford  to  have  armour  to  protect 
the  machinery.  I  thank  the  Committee 
for  the  patience  with  which  they  have 
listened  to  the  observations  I  have  felt 
it  my  duty  to  address  to  them. 

Thb  FIRST  LORD  of  the  AD- 
MIRALTY (Lord  Oboeob  Hamilton) 
Middlesex,  Ealinff):  Perhaps  it  would 
be  as  well  that  I  uiould  reply  at  once  to 
the  two  speeches  which  have  just  been 
addressea  to  the  Committee.    I  quite 
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agree  with  the  obeervation  which  fell 
from  the  hon.  Member  for  OardiflF  (Sir 
Edward  Eeed)  that  if  any  hon.  Mem- 
ber has  reason  to  find  fault  with  the 
policy  of  the  Board  of  Admiralty,  the 
right  course  to  take  is  to  move  the  re- 
duction of  the  salary  of  the  First  Lord. 
It  is  a  much  more  efficacious  method  of 
attaching  responsibility  to  anyone  who 
occupies  that  position,  than  by  moving 
the  reduction  of  the  Vote,  which  is 
absolutely  necessary  for  the  efficiency  of 
the  Naval  Service.  Just  as  the  expe- 
rienced naval  officers  of  the  Admirsdty 
are  responsible  to  the  Board  for  their 
recommendations,  so  the  First  Lord 
should  be  personally  responsible  to  the 
House  of  Commons  for  the  designs 
adopted,  and  which  he  asks  the  House 
to  sanction.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  Central  Bradford  (Mr. 
Shaw  Lefevre) — who  moved  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  Vote — in  a  fair,  candid,  and 
temperate  speech,  stated  that  he  did  so 
more  for  the  purpose  of  eliciting  from 
the  Admiralty  their  views  with  regard 
to  the  future  construction  of  iron-clads 
than  for  the  purpose  of  enforcing  by  a 
Division  the  suggestions  he  has  made. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  wishes  that 
either  a  Committee  or  a  Commission 
should  be  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
designs  of  iron«clads.  I  think,  however, 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  himself  and 
the  hon.  Member  for  Cardiff  have  given 
conclusive  reasons  against  the  appoint- 
ment of  such  an  Inquiry.  We  have 
first  to  deal  with  ships  in  commission 
and  that  are  built;  next  with  those 
which  are  being  proceeded  with,  and 
which  will  shortly  be  completed ;  and 
eventually  we  may  have  to  deal  with 
ships  which  may  hereafter  be  laid  down. 
As  to  the  past,  the  vessels  of  the 
Admiral oivi^^ — which  have  been  a  source 
of  so  much  criticism — are  being  rapidly 
completed.  One  is  already  in  commis- 
sion and  will  be  employed  for  the  next 
15  months.  We  shall  then  be  able  to 
test  their  utility  as  far  as  it  can  bo 
tested  by  practical  experience.  No 
Commission,  therefore,  which  can  bo 
appointed  can  bo  of  any  advantage  as 
far  as  those  ships  are  concerned,  and  on 
them  a  large  sum  of  money  has  been 
spent.  The  next  class  of  ships  referred 
to  will  be  completed  in  two  years.  The 
right  hon.  Gentlemau  has  raised  objec- 
tions to  the  Kih  and  Trafalgar,  but  the 
hon.  Member  lor  Cardiff  has  given  them 
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a  qualified  approval.  Oonsidering  the 
great  discrepancy  of  view  "which  exiati 
among  designers  as  to  the  war  ships  of 
the  future,  I  may  say  that  no  two  ships 
which  have  been  laid  down  have  been  so 
little  criticized  as  the  NtU  and  Trofalgar, 
Neither  Sir  Nathaniel  Barnaby  nor  anj- 
one  of  any  sort  of  experience  has  con- 
demned those  vessels.  It  is  therefore 
clear  that  a  Commission  cannot  be  of 
much  advantage  as  regards  those  vessels. 
The  only  advantage  which  a  Commissifm 
would  confer  would  be  in  guiding  the 
decisions  of  the  Admiralty  as  to  the 
future.  I  have  stated  on  more  than  one 
occasion  that  so  far  as  the  present 
Board  of  Admiralty  is  concerned,  it  is 
not  their  intention  at  present  to  laj 
down  any  more  iron-clads.  I  use  the 
word  ''  iron-clads  "|in  its  proper  sense- 
that  is  vessels  clad  in  armour.  The  rea* 
sons  why  we  do  not  propose  io  spend 
any  large  sum  of  money  on  this  daas  of 
ship  is,  because  we  believe,  after  careful 
investigation  as  to  the  iron-clads  in 
commission  and  in  process  of  building 
by  foreign  nations,  this  country  has 
established  its  supremacy  in  this  parti- 
cular class  of  vessel.  I  qoite  agree 
in  the  opinion  that  whichever  Pover 
has  the  strongest  iron-clad  fleet  will 
command  the  sea,  and  therefore  it  is 
necessary,  if  we  mean  to  protect  oar 
commerce,  that  we  shoiild  have  sa  iron- 
clad fleet  superior  to  that  of  any  forngn 
nation.  A  short  time  ago,  France  un- 
doubtedly had  a  certain  number  of 
ships  which  were  individually,  in  their 
offensive  and  defensive  power,  supsrior 
to  any  individual  ship  in  the  British 
Navy ;  but  a  considerable  change  hai 
taken  place  since  then  in  French  naval 
policy.  France  laid  down  two  large 
iron-clads  in  1885,  but  she  has  ceased  to 
spend  any  further  money  on  this  class 
of  vessel  since  1 885 ;  of  the  two  vesaela 
constructed,  one  has  been  converted  into 
a  transport,  and  the  other  into  a  cruiser 
without  side  armour.  Since  thattims, 
however,  the  Board  of  Admiralty  have 
laid  down  four  powerful  iron-clads,  and 
I  hope  that  these  vessels  will  be  com- 
pleted within  a  period  of  from  two  to  two 
and  a- half  years.  Therefore  the  condi- 
tion of  the  Navies  of  France  and  Oreal 
Britain,  as  far  as  iron-clads  are  con- 
cerned, is  this — that  we  are  stronger 
now  by  four  iron-clads  than  we  were  in 
1885;  and  France  is  weaker  by  two  iron- 
clads.   A  caroful  examination  into  the 
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i  strength  of  the  iron-clad  ships  of  the  two 
5  respective    nations    shows  conclusively 
r  that  at  no  time  since  armour-clad  vessels 
-  formed  a  main  part  of  the  Navies  of  the 
p  two  countries  has  the  relative  superiority 
J  been  so  great  as  at  the  present  time.     It 
r  is  our  duty  to  maintain  that  supremacy  ; 
and  if  the  Board  saw  any  evidence  on 
;  the  part  of   foreign    nations    to  spend 
I  large  sums  of  money  on  this  particular 
I  class  of  vessel,   the    Admiralty    would 
;  have  to    reconsider  their    decision.      I 
I  quite  admit  that  the  House  ought  to  be 
I  consulted  before  any  large  expenditure 
:  is  incurred  in  laying  down  any    fresh 
.  iron-clads.     But  there  is  no  question  on 
s  which  there  is  such  a  wide  difference  of 
;  opinion  among  naval  experts.    The  hon. 
Member  for  Cardiff  has  always  been  an 
t  advocate  for  developing  to  a  large  ex- 
;  tent  the  defensive  power  of  iron-olads. 
;  Sir  Nathaniel    Barnaby,    in    his    later 
designs,  on  the  other  hand,  endeavoured 
to  develop  the  offensive   power  of  the 
ships,  laying  himself  open  to  the  criti- 
cism  that,    in    endeavouring   to  attain 
that  end,  he  was  denuding  the  ship  of 
the  necessary  protective  power.     As  the 
jLdmiral  class  ha«  been  the  subject  of 
considerable  criticism,  I  think  it  right 
to  tell  the  Committee  what  the  present 
condition  of  those  vessels  is.     The  hon. 
Member  for  Cardiff  has  always  objected 
to  the  design  of  a  narrow  belt  which 
does  not  go  the  whole  length  of    the 
hull,  and  only  proteots  the  vitals  of  the 
ship.      It  is  clear  to  anyone,  that  if  the 
narrow  belt  is  to  be  of  real  utility  to  a 
vessel,  it  is    essential  that  the  weight 
which  the  ship  ought  to  carry  should  be 
most  carefully  considered,  because  the 
utility  of  the  belt  mainly  depends  on  its 
being  retained  in  a  right  position  as  re- 
gards the  water  line.     Putting  on  one 
side  the  question  of  design  as  regards 
ships  of  the  Admiral  class,  I  admit  that 
the  business    arrangements    by   which 
effect  is  given  to  that  design  are  defec- 
tive, because  the  weights  which  the  ships 
have  to  carry  are  laid  down    and  the 
armament  decided  upon  after  they  have 
been  begun.     The  consequence  was  that 
heavier  guns  were  substituted  for  those 
originally  designed,  and  they  have  been 
accompanied  by  an  increase  of  weight 
which  has  made  those  vessels  18  inches 
deeper  in   the   water   than   they    were 
intended  to  be.     In  each  case  the  top  of 
the  armour-belt  is  only  from  a  foot  to 
18  inches  abovo  the  water  line,  instead 


of    2    feet   and    2    feet    6    inches,    as 
originally  intended.      Profiting,  there- 
fore, by  experience,  the  Admiralty  have 
laid    down    rules    providing    that     all 
the   weights  each  vessel   has  to  carry 
are   to   bo    most    carefully    considered 
and    decided    upon     by     the    respon- 
sible officers,   and  that    no   alteration 
of  those  weights  can  afterwards  take 
place    except  with  the  consent  of  the 
full  Board  of  Admiralty.     But  we  go 
further.     In  these  days  of  rapid  gunnery 
it  is  clear  that  no  foresight  can  fully  an- 
ticipate the  extra  weights  which  improve- 
ments mny  necessitate  being  added  to 
the  ship  during  the  time  of  construction. 
The  Admiralty  have,  therefore,  recently 
passed  a  rule  that,  in  the  case  of  new 
ships  laid  down,  a  margin  of  4  per  cent 
shall  be  allowed,  in  order  to  prevent 
those  miscalculations     which  have  de- 
prived these  vessels  of  their  full  power 
and  utility.      Although  this  discussion 
has  been  free  from  personal  observations, 
I  cannot  refrain  from  referring  to  a  re- 
mark made  the  other  day  in  a  letter  to 
The  Times  by   Sir  Nathaniel  Barnaby. 
In  speaking  of  his  later  designs,    Sir 
Nathaniel    Barnaby    speaks    of    them 
as  vessels  under  a  cloud,   which   has 
been  specially  manufactured  at  White- 
hall.    I  think  it  is  a  most  improper 
observation    for  the    late    Chief    Con- 
structor   of  the  Navy  to  make.     The 
duty  of  every  Board,  whether  personally 
responsible  for  the  designs  of  the  ships 
or  not,  is  merely  to  give  to  the  public 
what  in  their  opinion  is  the  value  of  the 
design.    Both  in  the  recent  Minute,  and 
in  speeches  in  the  House,  I  have  endea- 
voured to  place  before  Parliament  the 
merits  and  the  demerits  of  Sir  Nathaniel 
Barnaby's  past  designs.     So  far  from 
having    specially  manufactured   objec- 
tions against  them,  hon.  Members  have 
said  that  I  have  been  too  partial  to 
those  designs ;  and  I  strongly  deprecate 
the  idea  that  it  is  the  business  of  any 
First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  to  manu- 
facture objections  to  any  particular  class 
of  design.      My    business  is   to   state 
fully  and  fairly  what  is  the  opinion  of 
the  professional  advisers  on  the  ships 
which  are  to  be  brought  forward  and 
added  to  the  Navy,  and  the  observations 
of  the  character  which   Sir  Nathaniel 
Barnaby  has  made  ought  to  be  strongly 
condemned.    I  think  I  have  now  an- 
swered the  questions  which  have  been 
put  to  me  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman. 
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Perhaps  I  ought  to  allude  to  what  wore 
the  reasons  which  influenced  the  appoint- 
ment of  previous  Committees  upon  de- 
signs of  ships  of  war.  Those  Committees 
have  been  enumerated  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman.  With  one  single  exception 
— there  was  the  Committee  of  which 
Lord  Dufferin  was  the  President — those 
Committees  were  all  appointed  specially 
to  inquire  into  the  designs  of  individual 
ships  that  were  either  building  or  pro- 
posed to  be  built,  and  it  seems  quite 
clear  that  no  Committee  could,  with 
advantage,  examine  into  the  designs  of 
ships  that  are  already  built,  and  I  have 
given  the  Committee  an  assurance  that 
Parliament  will  be  consulted  before  any 
large  expenditure  is  incurred.  I  hope 
that  assurance  will  get  rid  of  the  objec- 
tions of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman.  Now, 
the  manoeuvres  which  took  place  subse- 
quent to  the  Eeview  at  Spithead,  I  think, 
on  the  whole,  were  satisfactory.  No 
doubt,  there  have  been  certain  defects 
shown  in  the  machinery  of  certain 
vessels ;  but  these  manceuvres  were 
held  not  for  the  purposes  of  mere 
show,  but  in  order  to  ascertain  weak- 
nesses in  our  ships  of  war  as  well  as 
in  our  system  of  organization.  If  next 
year  the  present  Board  of  Admiralty  are 
still  in  Office,  they  propose  to  continue 
these  manoeuvres ;  and  I  wish  also  to  adopt 
the  French  practice  of  sending  afloat  at 
those  manoeuvres  naval  constructors  and 
engineers,  and  the  practical  experience 
which  they  will  thus  gain,  especially 
when  these  more  modern  ships  are 
driving  at  full-speed,  will,  I  anticipate, 
be  of  the  greatest  benefit  to  the  Service. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Cardiff  has  asked 
me  for  information  in  regard  to  the 
break  down  of  the  machinery  of  certain 
ships.  I  think  that,  with  the  exception 
of  the  Amphitryon^  the  breaks  down 
were  not  of  a  serious  character.  As  to 
the  smallness  of  the  supply  of  engineers, 
that  I  believe  is  a  difficulty  which  is 
every  year  being  got  over.  No  doubt, 
the  Amphitryon  and  the Z^ant/^r  did  break 
down  in  the  recent  trials ;  but  we  are 
hopeful  that  with  further  practice  we  shall 
be  able  to  maintain  the  fully-estimated 
speed  of  these  vessels  over  consider- 
able distances  without  risk  of  damage 
cither  to  boilers  or  engines.  The  hon. 
Gentleman  asked  me  a  question  as  to  whe- 
ther certain  rumours  are  true  that  it  has 
been  found  impossible  to  fire  the  turret 
guns  of  certain  vessels  in  a  heavy  sea- 
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way,  and  he  wished  to  know  if  it  v 
due  to  the  depth  of  the  vessel  ia  tl 
water.  Now,  the  depth  in  the  water 
the  Conqueror  and  the  Hero  is  exactly  t 
same  as  that  of  two  other  vessels—! 
devastation  and  the  Dreadnought^uMi 
have  given  great  satisfaction  to  theNai 
The  difficulty  of  firing  the  guns  in 
heavy  seaway  was  the  reason  whi 
induced  Sir  Nathaniel  Bamaby  toi 
the  barbettes  in  the  Admiral  class  vesst 
some  seven  feet  or  eight  feet  higL 
than  they  are  in  the  turret  ships, 
have  not  the  full  reports  before  me 
reference  to  the  Conqueror  :  but  whit 
understand  is  that,  in  a  seaway,  t 
Conqueror  did  unquestionably  roU  co 
siderably.  I  understand,  however,  tfa 
she  could  fire  her  guns.  I  am  infonn< 
that  the  barbettes,  which  are  much  e 
posed,  can  be  effectually  used  at  i 
times.  I  think  I  have  now  answer 
all  the  questions  that  have  been  pat 
me.  It  only  remains  for  me  to  aaia 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  that  the  pi 
sent  Board  have  every  desire  to  me 
the  House  fairly,  and  will  undertake 
put  the  House  in  full  possession  of  ax 
designs  or  any  proposed  ezpenditiu 
which  they  may  think  it  their  dul 
afterwards  to  incur  in  reference  to  inn 
clad  building,  although,  as  at  preset 
advised,  and  certainly  as  regards  th 
programme  for  the  current  year,  they  d< 
not  propose  to  devote  any  sum  for  tin 
purpose. 

Mb.  SHAW  LEFEVfiE :  I  think 
should  consult  the  oonvenienoe  of  th 
House  if  I  were  now  to  withdraw  tb 
Motion,  in  order  to  enable  other  qaei 
tions  to  be  raised  upon  this  Vote, 
said  when  I  moved  it  that  I  had  no  ii 
tention  of  dividing  the  Oommittee,  an 
that  I  had  merely  introduced  the  sal 
jeot  for  the  purpose  of  raising  a  diacu] 
sion.  I  hope  that  the  diaousaion  whic 
has  taken  place  will  not  be  without  beni 
fit  to  the  country.  I  must  say  that 
take  one  exception  to  the  statements  < 
my  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Gudi 
(Sir  Edward  Beed)  and  of  the  nob) 
Lord— namely,  that  the  proper  way  I 
raise  questions  of  this  importance  is  I 
move  a  reduction  of  the  salary  of  tl 
First  Lord.  Now,  I  am  of  opinioD  m^ 
self  that  that  is  not  the  proper  way  \ 
bringing  questions  in  reference  to  navi 
construction  before  the  House  of  Con 
mons.  I  think  the  proper  way  is  1 
move  the  reduction  of  Uie  Yote  fiir  tl 
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vessels  which  are  intended  to  be  built. 
At  the  same  time,  I  am  bound  to  say  that 
I  do  not  think,  as  a  general  rule,  that  dis- 
cussions in  this  House  as  to  particular 
designs  are  of  any  great  beneht.     That 
is  the  result  of  my  own  experience,  and 
on  that  account  I  have  always  considered 
that  when  important  controversies  have 
arisen  in  this  country  as  to  what  class  of 
vessels  is  the  best,  the  proper  way  of 
meeting  the  question    is  to  appoint   a 
Commission  or  a  Committee.    That  is  the 
course  which  was  taken  in  1 87 1 ,  with  con- 
siderable advantage,  and  I  am  inclined 
to    think,    notwithstanding    what    the 
noble  Lord  has  stated  as  to  the  present 
state  of  the    controversy  on  this  sub- 
ject, that  it  would  be  wise  to  appoint 
a  Eoyal  Commission.     I  have  been  glad 
to  hear  from  the  noble  Lord  that  he  pro- 
poses to  consult  the  House  of  Commons 
before  he  will  undertake  to   lay  down 
any  new  vessels  of  a  larger  class.  That, 
at  all  events,  will  afford  hon.  Members 
an  opportunity  next  Session  of  raising 
the  question  again.     I  am  bound  to  say 
that  the  views  I  have  presented  to  the 
Committee  to-day  are  not  merely  my  own 
views,   but  that  they  are  shared  by  a 
considerable  number  of  hon.  Members, 
and    still    more    by    a    large    number 
of  persons  outside  the  House.     There  is 
only  one  point  I  wish  to  deal  with,  and 
it  has  reference  to  what  the  noble  Lord 
said  about  the  Admiral  class.     I  am  cer- 
tainly not  prepared  to  agree  fully  with 
all  that  he  said.     My  impression  is  that 
when  those  ships  were  originally  laid 
down,  it  was  intended  to  put  into  them 
armaments  of  a  certain  weight.  At  a  later 
period,  it  was  thought  well  to  increase 
the  offensive  and  defensive  power  of  the 
vessel  by  putting  in  her  guns  of  a  heavier 
kind,  and  it  was  thought  desirable  to  do 
BO  even  at  the  sacrifice  of  certain  other 
qualities,  and  even  at  the  risk  of  sending 
the  vessel  out  of  port  somewhat  more 
deeply  sunk  in  the  water  than  it  was 
originally  intended.   No  doubt,  the  deci- 
sion was  arrived  at  after  careful  con- 
sideration, and  with  full  regard  to  the 
flotation  of  the  vessel  in  the  water.     It 
was  the  deliberate  policy  of  the  Qovem- 
meut  that  a  vessel  built  to  carry  more 
powerful  guns  would  be  of  more  value 
than  the  ship  it  was  originally  intended 
to  build,  even  if  it  resulted  in  the  vessel 
sinking  somewhat  deeper  in  the  water. 
Possibly   that  is   a    matter    which,    in 
future,  may  lead  to  some  controversy. 


That  is  the  change  which  occurred,  and 
I  do  not  believe  that  any  miscalculation 
originally  took  place  on  this  subject.  I 
will  content  myself  now  with  withdraw- 
ing the  Motion. 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdraton. 

Original  Question  again  proposed. 

Mr.  mason  (Lanark,   Mid) :  I  rise 
for  the  purpose  of  moving  to  reduce  the 
Vote  by  the  sum  of  £1,000,  as  a  protest 
against  the  waste  and  extravagance  of 
the  Admiralty  in  bringing  coals  all  the 
way  from  Wales  for  the  guardships  at 
Queen's  Ferry  on  the  Forth  and  in  the 
Clyde.     The  coal  is  brought  round  by 
lighters,  I  believe  at  a  cost  of  1  d«.  per 
ton,  when  Scotch  coal  can  be  had  from 
within  a  few  miles  for  8«.  or  8«.  3i.  a- ton. 
In  point  of  fact,  this  is  an  illustration  of 
the  old  saying  of   ''carrying   coals  to 
Newcastle."     The  Government  say  that 
Scotch  coals  are  smoky,  and  waste  the 
boilers  of  Her  Majesty's  ships,  besides 
dirtying  the  flues,  and  all  tnat  sort  of 
thing;  but  it  is  the  fact  that  there  is 
Scotch  coal  and  Scotch  coal,  just  as  there 
is  in  Wales  coal  which  is  just  as  free 
from  smoke  as  Welsh  coal,  if  the  Admi- 
ralty will  only  take  the  trouble  to  look 
for  it.  All  I  will  say  is  that  the  wealthiest 
and    most    important     and    successful 
Trading  Companies  invariably  coal  in  the 
Forth  with  Scotch  coal,  just  as  when  in 
the  Mersey  they  use  Welsh  coal,  simply 
because  in  that  case  it  is  more  profitable 
to  buy  Welsh  coal.     That,  I  think,  is 
a    complete    answer    to  the  allegation 
which    is    made    by   the   Admiralty — 
namely,  that  these  large  and  important 
trading  concerns  decline  to  waste  their 
money.     Their    steamers  are  quite   as 
good  as  those  supplied  by  the  Admiralty, 
and   if  they  thought  that  the   Scotch 
coal  fouled  their  boilers  they  would  un- 
doubtedly prefer  to  use  Welsh  coal.  They 
know  better,   however,  and  they  save 
money  by  using  Scotch  coal.     Foreign 
countries  do  not  follow  the  example  of 
the  British  Government  in  this  respect. 
When  they  send  their  ships  to  the  North 
Sea  those  ships  go  into  the  Forth  and 
coal  at  Leith,  and  by  so  doing  they  are 
able  to  save  the  50  per  cent  which  the 
Admiralty  throw   away.     I  claim  that 
this  absurd  system  should  be  abandoned 
in  the  interest  of  the  nation,  and  not 
merely  of  Scotland.    I  raise  the  ques- 
tion simply  as  a  matter    of   national 
economy.     The  Admiralty  think  that 
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they  have  been  postered  by  the  Scottish 
people  upon  this  question,  and  I  think 
it  is  only  right  that  thoy  should  bo 
pestered  until  they  consent  to  give  way. 
This  year  they  have  intimated  that  if  a 
vessel  requires  no  more  than  250  tons 
it  may  be  supplied  from  Scotch  coal, 
but  that  when  a  vessel  requires  a  larger 
supply  it  should  bo  obtained  from  Wales. 
Of  course,  the  effect  of  this  regulation  is 
that  the  ofUcers  in  command  of  Her 
Majesty's  ships,  only  too  anxious  to  obey 
the  wishes  of  their  masters,  will  in- 
variably wait  until  they  want  500  tons, 
in  which  case  thoy  will  have  to  get  it 
from  Wales.  That  was  the  point  I 
wanted  to  raise  in  connection  with  this 
Vote,  and  I  hope  I  shall  have  a  satis- 
factory answer  to  it.  I  do  not  wish  to 
tako  up  much  of  the  Committee's  time 
at  this  period  of  the  Session  ;  but  with 
regard  to  Dockyard  management,  I 
should  like  to  make  one  observation.  I 
wish  to  give  credit  to  the  noble  Lord  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  for  what  I 
think  he  has  been  right  in  doing.  I  see 
that  a  deputation  from  the  Dockyards 
has  waited  upon  him  in  reference  to  the 
discharge  of  men,  and  I  am  glad  to  see 
the  manly  stand  that  he  has  taken.  I 
am  glad  to  notice  that  he  has  not  hesi- 
tated to  tell  these  people  that  the  Dock- 
yards exist  not  for  the  men,  but  for  the 
nation.  I  am  glad  to  see  that  ho  has 
taken  care  to  economize  and  cut  down 
expenditure  where  it  is  possible.  I  am 
quite  sure  that  these  men  would  do 
much  better  if  they  would  trust  to  their 
own  industry,  and  not  look  to  the  Dock- 
yards to  keep  them  there  as  a  sort  of 
charity.  We  have  had  bad  trade  in  the 
North,  and  many  men  are  idle  on  the 
Tyno  and  on  the  Clyde.  Theso  mon  do 
not  como  cringing  to  the  Government, 
asking  for  relief ;  and  I  take  it  that  the 
men  in  tlie  Royal  Dockyards  should  do 
as  they  do.  I  am  glad  of  the  remarks 
which  the  noble  Lord  made  to  these 
men,  and  I  hope  that  the  Government 
will  continue  to  exercise  that  economy 
which  is  absolutely  required  in  connec- 
tion with  the  trade  of  the  country. 
As  to  the  Dockyards  in  the  South  of 
England,  it  is  clear  to  any  business  man 
that  the  building  of  ships  in  that  part 
of  England  cannot  go  on  properly.  The 
Yards  are  too  far  away  from  the  source 
of  supply,  as  far  as  tho  materials  are 
oncerned.  Why  did  ship-building 
leave  the  Thames  ? 

J/r.  Mason 


The  chairman  :  I  must  call  t: 
hon.  Member's  attention  to  the  facttfa 
the  Dockyard  Vote  has  been  disposed 
a  long  while  ago. 

Mr.  MASON  :  I  will  not  go  intoti 
point ;  but  I  thought  that  as  contra 
for  ship-building*,  in  connection  w 
Vote,  are  goin^  on  now  I  mi^ 
refer  to  them.  I  suppose  I  could  cri 
cize  the  contract  for  materials,  whi 
would  come  within  the  same  lice 
argument ;  but  I  will  say  merely  as 
the  materials  that  oome  under  this  To 
that  I  should  like  to  know  why  t 
Sootch  makers  of  iron  and  steel  are  i 
in  tho  list  for  the  supply  of  these  n 
terials,  and  why  they  are  far  down 
the  list  ?  I  understand  that  everythi 
connected  with  this  matter  is  done 
the  Director  of  Oontracts,  who  puts 
the  list  whom  he  thinks  proper,  a 
takes  off  the  list  whom  he  thiD 
proper.  I  find  that  contracts  are  n 
given  out— [Mr.  Forwood  dissented 
The  hon.  Gentleman  the  Secretary 
the  Admiralty  (Mr.  Forwood)  shak 
his  head.  But  the  hon.  Gentleman  ti 
Member  for  Preston  (Mr.  Hanbury)  tl 
other  day  referred  to  the  question  of  tl 
Director  of  Contracts. 

The  SECRETARY  to  thb  ADM 
RALTY  (Mr.  Fobwood)  (Lancasliir 
Ormskirk):  That  was  under  the  Arm 
Estimates. 

Mr.  mason  :  AVell,  it  is  all  tl 
same.  My  point  is,  that  none  of  tl 
Scotoh  contractors,  or  very  few  of  then 
are  in  the  lists.  You  must  have  respec 
ablo  people  on  these  lists,  bat  you  cs 
extend  the  lists  without  deterioration  i 
that  respect.  There  are  very  few  Scot( 
masters  on  the  lists,  and  I  know  th 
they  are  capable  of  considerable  extei 
sion.  But  I  do  not  intend  to  detain  tl 
Committee  further  than  to  say  that 
consider  this  system  of  voting  moDoy  I 
us  here  in  the  form  of  Estimates  i 
simply  a  farce.  You  might  just  as  wc 
go  to  the  corner  of  Parliament  Stre 
and  call  together  60  or  100  men  to  vo 
the  money  for  the  Services  of  the  coo] 
try,  as  call  upon  this  House,  in  its  pr 
sent  attenuated  condition,  to  grant  Su] 
plies.  How  do  we  know  what  th 
money  is  to  be  voted  for  ?  What  is  tl 
use  of  asking  the  House  to  oome  ha: 
and  vote  money  unless  we  know  what 
is  spent  on?  The  sooner  we  stop  tl 
present  system  the  better.  I  b^  to  moi 
the  reduction  of  the  Vote  by  £1,000. 


1565 


Supply^ 


{September  7,  1897)  Navy  Uttimates.        1566 


Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £  1,206,000, 
be  granted  for  the  said  Services.** — ( J/r. 
Mason.) 

Lord  CHAELES  BERESFOED 
(A  Lord  of  the  Admiralty)  (Maryle- 
bone,  E.) :  The  question  of  coal  is  so 
important  that  I  should  like  to  point  out 
how  it  stands.  The  hon.  Member  for 
Mid  Lanark  is  quite  right  in  saying  that 
ships  at  Leith  can  be  supplied  with 
Scotch  coal  at  8*.  a-ton ;  but  I  would 
point  out  that  that  does  not  include  the 
cost  of  putting  it  on  board  the  vessels. 

Mr.  mason  :  You  could  put  it  on 
board  the  vessels  for  Ss.  6d.  a-ton  at  the 
very  outside. 

Lord  CHAELES  BEEESFOED  : 
Not,  I  think,  on  vessels  lying  in  the  roads. 

Mr.  mason  :  Yes  ;  I  beg  to  assure 
the  noble  and  gallant  Lord  that  that 
can  be  done. 

Lord  CHAELES  BEEESFOED: 
Well,  I  will  not  argue  the  point. 

Mr.  MASON  :  No  ;  for  I  know  it. 

Lord  CHAELES  BEEESFOED:  I 
will  tell  the  hon.  Member  that  even  if 
this  Scotch  coal  could  be  supplied  to  us 
for  3^.  a*  ton,  wo  should  not  use  it  in  pre- 
ference to  Welsh  coal.  I  have  written 
down  four  or  five  reasons  why  we  ob- 
ject to  Scotch  coal  and  prefer  Welsh 
coal.  In  the  first  place,  the  evaporating 
power  of  Scotch  coal  is  20  per  cent  less 
than  that  of  Welsh  coal.  In  the  second 
place,  the  Scotch  coal  is  very  smoky,  a 
large  portion  of  it  going  into  ashes 
and  clinkers,  and  the  soot  clogging  the 
boiler  tubes  much  more  than  that  of 
Welsh  coal.  Thirdly,  with  Scotch  coal 
the  indicated  horse-power  is  never  so 
good,  and  full  power  cannot  be  so  well 
maintained.  More  than  that,  there  is  a 
lot  of  heat  lost  in  cleaning  the  fires 
and  tubes.  Then,  notwithstanding  the 
smaller  cost  per  ton  of  the  Scotch  coal, 
in  the  long  run  it  is  much  more  expen- 
sive, in  consequence  of  the  larger  quan- 
tity used,  together  with  its  quick-burn- 
ing and  small  evaporating  qualities. 
And  I  must  point  out  that  when  we  are 
compelled,  as  we  are  now-a-days,  to  use 
forced  draught,  the  tubes  have  to  be 
smaller,  and,  therefore,  clog  more  quickly. 
These  are  very  good  reasons  why  we  pre- 
fer Welsh  to  Scotch  coal.  But  there  is  still 
another  good  reason.  British  men-of-war 
should  always  be  ready  for  any  emergency 
at  a  moment's  notice,  and  it  would  not 
be  possible  for  them  to  be  so  if  we  al- 


lowed Scotch  coal  to  be  used.  Personally, 
I  object  to  having  any  Scotch  coal  at 
all  on  board  a  man-of-war ;  but  there  is 
a  Board  of  Admiralty,  and  they  have 
declared  that  there  may  be  250  tons  of 
Scotch  coal  allowed  on  board  a  man-of- 
war  lying  in  a  Scotch  port  as  a  First 
Eoserve  Ship ;  this  Scotch  coal  would 
be  used  for  culinary  and  other  pur- 
poses. They  have  said,  however,  that 
not  more  than  that  amount  can  be  taken 
on  board,  because  they  can  get  300  tons 
of  Welsh  coal  to  a  cargo.  Though  we 
put  300  toes  on  board  at  ISs.  6d.  a-ton, 
we  consider  that  cheaper  to  the  country 
and  better  than  if  wo  put  on  board 
Scotch  coal,  even  if  we  could  get  it  for 
3«.  a-ton.  The  hon.  Member  referred 
to  another  point  relating  to  the  question 
of  contracts.  The  Director  of  Contracts, 
as  a  matter  of  fact,  is  not  half  as  al- 
mighty as  the  hon.  Member  seems  to 
suppose.  There  is  an  appeal  from  the 
Director  of  Contracts,  and  any  man  who 
tenders  can  appeal  to  the  Superintendent 
Lord,  whatever  the  article  he  is  tender- 
ing for.  I  do  not  think  that  the  hon. 
Gentleman  mentioned  anything  else; 
but  I  should  like  to  say  one  or  two 
words  in  reference  to  what  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Cen- 
tral Bradford  (Mr.  Shaw  Lefevre)  said. 
First  of  all,  there  is  the  question  of 
laying  down  iron-clads.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  pressed  us  before  upon 
that  point,  but  it  would  be  a  dangerous 
thing  if  the  country  were  to  think  that 
any  Board  of  Admiralty  was  not  going 
to  lay  down  iron-clads.  My  own  opinion 
is  that  we  are  at  least  ^ve  iron-clads 
short  of  the  number  we  ought  to  have 
in  order  to  be  thoroughly  efficient,  but 
the  fact  is  that  we  have  only  a  certain 
amount  of  money  voted  for  the  Navy, 
and  we  are  obliged  to  do  the  best  we 
can  with  it. 

Thb  CHAIEMAN  :  The  noble  and 
gallant  Lord  might  have  made  these  ob- 
servations at  an  earlier  period,  but  the 
item  now  under  discussion  is  a  specific 
one — namely,  the  charge  for  coal.  There- 
fore the  noble  and  gallant  Lord's  ob- 
servations are  out  of  Order. 

Lord  CHAELES  BEEESFOED :  I 
am  very  sorry  to  hear  that,  Mr.  Court- 
ney. At  some  other  time,  however,  I 
shall  be  able  to  go  into  these  matters. 

Mr.  mason  :  With  regard  to  the 
strength  of  Scotch  coal,  I  have  not  the 
statistics  with  me  at  the  present  moment, 
but  I  am  in  a  position  to  say,  from  my 
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knowledge  of  this  subject,  that  Scotch 
coal  is  stronger  than  Welsh  coal  as  far 
as  steam- raising  power  is  concerned. 
[ Cries  of ''  Oh,  oh !  "]  Well,  I  suppose 
the  Board  of  Admiraltj  form  their 
opinion  of  Scotch  coal  from  having  had 
a  lot  of  trash  sent  up  to  them  for  testing. 
As  I  said  before  there  is  Scotch  coal 
and  Scotch  coal — [**hear,  hear!"] — ^yes, 
of  course  there  is,  and  if  you  get  a  bad 
sample  of  Scotch  coal  and  compare  it 
with  a  good  sample  of  Welsh  ooal  you  will 
of  course  find  a  difference  in  favour  of  the 
Welsh  coal.  But  I  would  remind  the 
noble  and  gallant  Lord  that  in  the  case 
of  Scotch  steamers  which  go  from  the 
Forth  to  Hamburg  there  is  an  acknow- 
ledged absence  of  smoke,  as  compared 
with  those  from  Newcastle.  In  fact 
those  steamers  are  known  by  their  smoke- 
lessness.  Does  the  noble  and  gallant  Lord 
not  think  that  such  lines  as  the  Anchor 
Line  l«now  exactly  what  they  are  about  ? 
Does  he  think  that  they  would  burden 
themselves  with  coal  which  was  un6t  for 
the  service  ?  Does  he  think  that  they 
would  use  such  coal  if  it  had  the  defects 
attributed  to  it  by  the  noble  and  gallant 
Lord?  The  Anchor  Line,  I  would  in- 
form him,  coal  not  on  the  Mersey,  but 
on  the  Clyde. 

Sir  GEORGE  CAMPBELL  (Kirk- 
caldy, &c.) :  I  feel  bound  to  say  some- 
thing on  this  subject,  because  my  con- 
stituents probably  export  moro  Scotch 
coal  than  those  of  any  other  district  to 
the  Continent,  This  I  will  say  in 
defence  of  Scotch  coal,  that  foreigners 
come  in  crowds  to  buy  it.  They  come  to  a 
new  port  which  has  only  lately  been 
opened,  and  they  are  quite  satisfied  with 
the  coal  they  get  there.  Of  course  these 
people  can  choose  their  own  price,  but 
they  find  that  it  pays  them  to  come  for 
Scotch  coal.  If  that  is  the  case,  I  do  not 
think  it  can  bo  so  very  bad  after  all. 

Sir  EDWARD  REED  :  On  behalf  of 
Cardiff,  I  may  say  with  perfect  distinct- 
ness that  if  there  is  any  question  affect- 
ing the  administration  at  the  Admiralty, 
which  has  been  over  and  over  again  dis- 
cussed and  which  has  been  finally  decided 
by  experiment,  it  is  this  question  of  the 
quality  of  the  different  descriptions  of 
coal.  I  really  feel  very  strongly  on  behalf 
of  my  constituents  in  this  matter;  but  I 
think  it  is  unnecessary  to  go  further 
than  to  appeal  to  the  official  experience 
which  abounds  in  the  Department. 

J/r.  31aHon 


Colonel  BLUNDELL  (Lancaslui 
S.W.,  Ince):  I  am  not  a  Scotchma 
but  I  must  say  that  there  is  nothii 
that  requires  more  carefuUy  checkii 
than  the  manner  ia  which  coal  is  test 
for  public  Departments. 

Mb.  MASON  :  I  do  not  wish  to  diri 
the  Committee  on  this  matter,  and  thoi 
fore  I  will  withdraw  the  Motion  ;  ba 
trust  that  the  remarks  that  I  have  ma 
will  not  be  without  effect.  Otherw 
there  will  be  great  dissatisfaction  felt 
Scotland. 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn 
Original  Question  again  proposed. 

Sir  JOHN  PULESTON  (Devonpoi 
I  desire  to  draw  the  attention  of  t 
Committee  to  one  item  in  this  Vote 
namely,  that  relating  to  the  sale  of  m 
less  stores.  It  is  a  considerable  sum 
amounting  to  nearly  £55,000,  and  I  ho 
my  hon.  Friend  the  Secretary  to  t 
Admiralty  (Mr.  Forwood)  will  give 
some  information  upon  the  point. 
great  deal  has  been  said  on  more  thi 
one  occasion  upon  this  question  of  se 
ing  off  stores  and  about  the  GFovemme 
having  to  replace  them  in  times  of  eme 
gency  at  enormous  cost.  I  am  sure  thi 
is  not  the  case  at  the  present  moment 
but  still  the  presence  on  the  Estimafa 
of  so  laree  an  item  for  unserviceabl 
stores  calls  attention  to  the  fact  tlu 
stores  must  have  been  purchased  witl 
out  much  judgment,  or  to  the  fact  thi 
they  have  ceased,  for  some  reason  < 
other,  to  be  useful.  At  all  events,  it  is 
question  upon  which  we  should  111 
some  information.  I  do  not  wish  1 
occupy  the  time  of  the  Committee  ac 
longer,  but  I  venture  to  hope  that  info 
mation  will  be  given  to  us  on  the  sul 
ject. 

The  secretary  to  the  ADM 
RALTY  (Mr.  Fobwood)  (Lancashir 
Ormskirk) :  The  item  put  down  here 
£55,000,  and  I  can  assure  my  hoi 
Friend  the  Member  for  DsYonport  thi 
this  question  of  the  sale  of  unservic 
able  stores  is  looked  at  ezoeediogl 
carefully,  and  that  by  far  the  bulk  of  u 
item  is  for  the  sale  of  worn-out  stov 
and  not  of  sti>res  which  have  beoon 
obsolete  without  being  used.  There 
comparatively  a  small  amount  of  stor 
which,  having  been  aoquiredin  times  goi 
by,  have  become  obsolete,  and  thereto] 
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'  have  to  be  cleared  out.  The  great  pro* 
'  portion  of  this  sura  is  for  the  sale  of 
'.  returned  stores  from  ships  not  worth 
'    repairing. 

^        Sir  GEORGE  CAMPBELL  :  I  wish 
in  Section  1  of  this  Vote  to  call  attention 

*  to  a  very  important  subject — that  is  to 
^    say,  what  seems  to  me  the  strange  and 

*  improper  way  in  which  this  House  has 
^    been  treated  in  regard  to  the  bargain 

which  has  been  made  with  the  Colonies 
E     on  the  subject  of  the  Australian  Squad- 
ron.    The  gist  of  what  I  complain  of  is 
this.   According  to  the  proceedings  of  the 

*  Colonial  Conference,  Vol.  I.,  page  509, 
,     the  first  part  of  Article  9  says  that  the 

agreement  shall  become  actually  binding 
'  between  the  Imperial  and  the  several 
:  Colonial  Governments  named  as  soon 
i  as  the  Colonial  Legislatures  shall  have 
i  passed  special  appropriations  on  certain 
i  terms.  The  effect  of  that  is,  that  as 
(  soon  as  the  Colonies  agree  the  agree- 
r  ment  shall  be  binding  both  on  them  and 
on  the  Imperial  Government. 

Lord  GEORGE  HAMILTON  :  Read 
the  last  clause. 

Sir  GEORGE  CAMPBELL  :  That 
beginning  **  in  time  of  peace  two 
ships  ?'» 

Lord  GEORGE  HAMILTON :  No. 
Sir  GEORGE  CAMPBELL:    *'The 
several  Colonies  shall  undertake 
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Lord  GEORGE  HAMILTON :  No. 
The  part  which  says  that  the  agree- 
ments are  to  be  laid  before  Parliament. 

Sir  GEORGE  CAMPBELL:  I  under- 
stand that  the  agreement  is  to  be  laid 
before  Parliament ;  but  when  it  is  laid 
before  us  the  hands  of  Parliament  will 
be  tied  if  the  consent  of  the  Colonial 
Governments  has  been  obtained.  I  put 
a  Question  on  this  matter  in  the  House 
the  other  day ;  and  the  reply  was  that  the 
Colonists  would  feel  themselves  aggrieved 
if  next  Session  Parliament  were  to  undo 
anything  done  on  the  faith  of  this  agree- 
ment. Of  course,  the  Government  will 
be  bound  to  come  to  Parliament  for 
the  Vote;  but,  it  would  lead  to  great 
trouble,  if,  after  formal  arrangements  of 
this  kind  have  been  made,  Parlia- 
ment refuses  to  vote  the  money.  But, 
Sir,  I  see  that  the  noble  Lord  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  seems  to 
suggest  that  I  am  getting  out  of  Order. 
Perhaps  it  would  save  trouble  if  I 
said  one  or  two  words  on  the  bargain 
in  regard  to  the  building  of  ships ;  but 

VOL.  CCCXX.    [third  series.] 


I  do  not  wish  to  dwell  upon  that  point. 
What  I  complain  of  is  that,  by  the  bar- 
gain we  have  entered  into,  we  are  bound 
to  maintain  the  present  Australian 
Squadron  in  future,  at  our  own  expense, 
whether  we  like  it  or  not.  That  is  the 
part  of  the  bargain  which  I  most  dis- 
like being  made  without  reference  to 
Parliament.  It  binds  this  country  hand 
and  foot  without  any  reference  to  Parlia- 
ment. I  conceive  that  to  enter  into  a 
compact  of  that  kind  is  not  to  treat 
Parliament  properly.  You  should  not 
enter  into  an  agreement  which  is  to 
be  sanctioned  by  the  Colonial  Legisla- 
tures without  coming  at  the  same  time 
to  this  Parliament  and  asking  its 
sanction.  Why,  in  these  days,  when 
there  is  so  much  difRculty  in  getting 
Acts  through  Parliament,  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government  seem  to  think  that 
Members  of  Parliament  are  slaves  bound 
to  the  chariot-  wheels  of  the  Conservative 
Party,  and  that  they  can  do  what  they 
like  without  coming  to  this  House  and 
consulting  the  Representatives  of  the 
people  if  they  only  got  the  consent  of 
the  Colonial  Legislatures.  The  bargain 
in  part  may  bo  a  good  one,  Sir;  but 
my  contention  is  that  it  should  not  have 
been  entered  into  without  putting  this 
Parliament  in  the  same  position  as  the 
Colonial  Parliaments,  and  giving  them 
the  power  to  decide  whether  or  not  tho 
bargain  should  hold  good.  I  do  not 
wish  to  dwell  upon  the  merits  of  the 
agreement ;  but  I  do  think  that  an 
agreement  by  which  we  are  bound  not 
only  to  maintain  the  new  ships  in 
Australian  waters  partly  at  our  own 
cost,  but  also  to  keep  up  the  whole 
Squadron  at  our  expense,  is  a  bargain 
to  which  exception  may  be  taken. 
Why  I  especially  do  not  like  it  is  for 
this  reason — that  it  seems  to  me  that 
over  the  distant  parts  of  this  Empire, 
over  which  the  sun  never  sets,  we  have 
no  control  whatever.  Wo  are  so  much 
afraid  of  the  Colonies  that  whenever  we 
make  a  bargain  the  Colonists  have  their 
own  views  as  to  what  the  bargain  should 
be,  and  they  press  it  on  us  with  perti- 
nacity and  force,  with  the  inevitable 
result  that  we  give  in.  The  Colonies 
always  seem  to  get  their  own  way  in 
the  end.  The  original  draft  of  tho 
agreement  drawn  up  by  Her  Majesty's 
Government  was  one  in  regard  to  which 
I  should  not  have  had  very  much  objec- 
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tion ;  but,  at  the  instance  of  the  Colonial 
liepresentatives  at  the  Colonial  Con- 
ference, it  was  altered  to  a  form  to 
which  I  do  very  much  object.  The  first 
part  of  Article  5  was  to  the  effect  that, 
in  consequence  of  the  agreement  for 
a  joint  individual  force,  no  reduction 
should  take  place  in  the  normal  strength 
of  Her  Majesty's  Naval  Force  employed 
on  the  Australian  station,  exclusive  of 
the 

Ijoku  GEORGE  HAMILTON  :  As  a 
question  of  Order,  I  wish  to  ask,  Sir, 
whether  a  point  of  this  kind  can.  be 
raised  on  this  Vote?  This  is  Vote  10, 
Section  1,  the  object  of  which  is  to  pro- 
vide stores  for  the  Dockyards  and  for 
the  repair  of  Her  Majesty's  ships.  I 
desire  to  ask  whether  it  is  competent  on 
a  Vote  like  this  to  discuss  proceedings 
which  took  place  at  the  Colonial  Con- 
ference, or  to  discuss  what  should  be 
the  collective  strength  of  the  Squadron 
of  Her  Majesty's  Navy  in  different  parts 
of  the  world  ? 

Sm  GEORGE  CAMPBELL :  I  have 
almost  done. 

The  chairman  :  I  understand  that 
the  hon.  Member  wishes  to  impeach 
certain  negotiations  which  would  bind 
this  country  to  keep  a  certain  naval 
force  in  the  Australian  seas.  This  Vote 
would  in  some  way  tend  to  keep  up  that 
force,  and  therefore  1  cannot  say  that 
the  hon.  Member  is  out  of  Order. 

Sir  GEORGE  CAMPBELL :  As  I 
say,  I  have  almost  done.  I  have  referred 
to  the  part  of  the  agreement,  to  which, 
I  say,  I  do  not  think  exception  could  be 
taken,  but  it  is  to  the  agreements  as 
altered  in  the  Conference  that  I  ob- 
ject. What  I  have  just  stated  to  be 
the  effect  of  part  of  the  draft  might  be 
fair  enough,  but  when  we  come  to  the 
agreement  actually  made  we  find  the 
words  '4n  consequence  of  the  creation 
of  a  joint  naval  force  no  reduction  shall 
take  place"  struck  out,  and  we  find 
these  words  inserted  in  their  place, 
'' notwithstanding  the  establishment  of 
this  joint  naval  force  no  reduction  shall 
take  place."  The  words  *4n  conse- 
quence "  might  be  all  very  fair,  but  by 
the  new  words  we  are  bound  not  to 
reduce  the  old  force  under  any  circum- 
stances. I  do  not  like  the  alteration.  I 
beg  to  move  to  reduce  the  Vote  by  £600 
on  account  of  the  other  point  I  men- 
tioned. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
**That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £1,202,000, 
Str  George  Camphell 


be  granted   for  the   said   Services.*' 
(S'tr  George  Camphell.) 

Lord  GEORGE  HAMILTON:  . 
the  hon.  Member  has  thought  fit  to  ma 
certain  observations  with  regard  to  t 
strength  of  Her  Majesty's  Navy 
Australian  waters,  it  is  perhaps  01 
right  that  I  should  say  a  word  or  i 
respecting  what  has  occurred.  The  h< 
Member  objects  to  the  arrangement  whi 
has  been  made  on  the  ground  that 
it  is  an  unfair  bargain  for  the  Mot) 
Country.  All  I  can  say  is  that  1 
Representatives  of  the  Government  ii 
some  difficulty  at  the  Colonial  Coni 
ence  in  inducing  the  Colonial  delega 
and  the  Colonial  Legislatures  to  asai 
to  some  of  the  proposals  we  made.  I 
delegates,  in  fact,  thought  that  th< 
proposals  pressed  a  little  hardly  uf 
the  Colonies.  Now^  what  will  be  1 
result  of  the  agreement  to  which  1 
hon.  Member  has  referred,  assumi 
that  this  House  assents  to  it?— and 
is  completely  in  the  power  of  the  Hoi 

to  reject  it 

Sir  GEORGE  CAMPBELL :  Whe 

Lord  GEORGE  HAMILTON :  Wl 

when  the  money  is  asked  for.    I  s 

this  in  order  to  relieve  the  mind  of  t 

hon.    Member  —  that    Parliament  0 

refuse  to  ratify  the  agreement  when  tl 

money  whioh  will  be  required  to  etn 

it  into  effect  is  asked  for.     If  the  Hou! 

assents  to  the  agreement,  what  will  \ 

the  result?— and  that  brings  ma  to  tl 

merits  of  the  agreement.     Those  merit 

I  think,  cannot  be  gainsaid.     It  is  vei 

essential  in  these  times  that  we  shoal 

maintain  in  Australian  waters  a  pea^ 

establishment  which  shsdl  be  capsb 

of  developing  automatically  into  a  wi 

establishment  at  very  short  notioe.    I 

this  agreement  we  shall  have  a  squadn 

in  addition   to  our  own   squamm  : 

Australian   watersi  and  fire  per   eei 

will  be  paid  us  on  the  original  cost  < 

construction.         Our    Australian    ai 

Colonial  trade  generally  is  rapidly  ii 

creasing,   and  England  and  Austrtl 

have  a  common  interest  in  protectii] 

that  trade.     We  have  now,  for  the  fin 

time,  entered  into  partnership   for  t 

protection.      I  shall  nerer  forget  tl 

farewell  observations  one  of  die  dd( 

gates  addressed  to  me.     ''  I  am  glad, 

he  said,   ''  that  the  Mother  Oountry  hi 

not  pressed  us  too  ^&i]^  now.     We  si 

not  so  many  now.    We  only  nwniN 

4,000,000,  butafewyearshenoe  wems 

number  50,000,000,  and  the  Chdoi^  wi 
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never  forget  the  generous  way  in  which 
the  Mother  Country  has  treated  us." 

SiE  GEORGE  CAMPBELL:  I  did 
not  criticize  that  part  of  the  arrangement 
which  the  noble  Lord  refers  to.  I  do 
not  dispute  that  that  part  of  the  bargain 
may  be  very  good,  but  it  is  clear  that 
the  squadron  we  are  to  provide  for 
Australian  waters  will  not  be  wholly 
maintained  by  the  Australian  Govern- 
ment, but  that  we  pay  for  it  jointly.  It 
must  bo  borne  in  mind  that  we  protect 
Australian  trade  in  this  quarter  of  the 
globe,  and  I  think  it  is  only  fair  that 
the  Australians  should  protect  it  them- 
selves on  the  other  side.  However,  I 
do  not  object  to  the  agreement,  but  I 
object  to  the  form  of  agreement  by 
which  we  are  bound  to  maintain  the  old 
squadron  in  Australian  waters  whether 
we  like  it  or  not.  I  beg  to  withdraw 
the  Motion. 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Original  Question  again  proposed. 

Dr.  TANNER  (Cork,  Co.,  Mid):  I 
rise  for  the  purpose  of  calling  attention 
to  a  certaiu  state  of  affairs  existing  in 
the  port  of  Queenstown,  in  connection 
with  the  coaling  item.  I  see  here  that 
£285,000  is  paid  for  the  provision  of 
stores.  If  the  Government  provide  stores 
in  that  extravagant  way,  I  think  they 
should  avail  themselves  of  the  oppor- 
tunity of  placing  them  in  those  spots  in 
Ireland  as  well  as  elsewhere  where  they 
are  likely  to  be  wanted.  It  is  not 
so  very  long  since — I  believe  it  is  only 
three"  or  four  years  ago— that  the  Admi- 
ralty came  to  the  conclusion  that  Haul- 
bowline  should  be  fitted  up  for  the 
storage  of  a  sufficient  quantity  of  coal 
for  the  use  of  Her  Majesty's  ships  which 
might  come  there  for  it.  But  what  has 
happened?  There  is  another  point  I 
shall  call  attention  to  later  on  respecting 
the  coaling  quarters ;  but  now  I  wish  to 
deal  with  the  coal  itself.  What  hap- 
pened? In  consequence  of  the  Admi- 
ralty not  taking  advantage  of  the  facili- 
ties placed  at  their  disposal,  in  conse- 
quence of  their  not  buying  a  sufficient 
quantity  of  coal  and  storing  it  at  Haul- 
bowline,  what  occurred?  Why,  some 
ships  of  the  flying  squadron  came 
into  Queenstown  and  there  was  no  coal 
for  them.  Of  course,  they  wanted  coal, 
and  the  Commander  gave  orders  for  coal 
to  be  purchased  of  the  local  dealers. 
Well,  for  my  own  part,  I  do  not  object 


to  the  Admiralty  spending  their  money 
at  Queenstown,  or  elsewhere  in  the  South 
of  Ireland — on  the  contrary,  I  am  very 
glad  that  they  should  do  so — but,  as  a 
Member  of  this  House,  and  as  one  whose 
duty  it  is  to  look  into  these  Estimates 
and  to  endeavour  to  reduce  the  charge 
upon  the  taxpayers,  I  say  that  in  this 
matter  the  Government  have  been 
notably  lax.  I  can  only  call  attention 
to  one  case  of  the  kind ;  but  I  dare  say 
that  if  these  matters  were  looked  into 
we  should  find  that  probably  faults  of  a 
similar  kind  might  be  shown  up  in  con- 
nection with  many  of  the  coaling  sta- 
tions. Practically  speaking,  the  Admi- 
ralty officials  do  not  purchase  their  coals 
in  a  cheap  market,  and  do  not  store  it 
up  and  look  out  for  a  rainy  day.  I  felt 
it  to  be  my  duty  to  call  attention  to  this 
fact.  There  are  two  or  three  other  points 
under  this  Vote  that  I  would  just  merely 
call  attention  to.  There  is,  for  instance, 
the  question  of  the  manufacture  of  jute 
and  hemp,  which  is  carried  on  very 
largely  on  the  Eastern  coast  of  Scotland. 
The  Government  have  always  neglected 
to  make  use  of  the  opportunities  which 
are  afforded  to  them  by  these  large  manu- 
factories in  Scotland,  and  have  given 
contracts  and  bought  materials  very 
largely — a  great  deal  more  extensively 
than  they  ought  to  do  in  times  like  the 
present  —  from  abroad.  They  havo 
brought  into  this  country  a  large  quan- 
tity of  material  of  Russian  and  Indian 
manufacture,  and  have  done  this  to  tho 
detriment  of  the  Scottish  producer.  I 
speak  on  this  question,  of  course,  as  an 
Irishman — but  as  an  Irishman  who 
knows  how  kind  our  Scottish  Friends 
always  are  to  us  in  this  House.  I  under- 
took last  year  to  speak  about,  the  ques- 
tion ;  I  did  so ;  and  the  Eirst  Lord 
of  the  Admiralty  promised  to  devote  a., 
certain  amount  of  ''favourable  con- 
sideration "  to  the  matter.  But,  however, 
that  resolution,  like  all  those  other  good 
resolutions  which  the  Admiralty  Offico 
is  paved  with,  unfortunately  fell  to  tho 
ground.  Then  there  is  another  point  to 
which  I  would  draw  attention,  and  that 
is  with  regard  to  the  manufacture  of 
electric  torpedoes  and  the  acceptance  of 
patents.  I  think  there  is  a  good  deal 
too  much  favouritism  in  connection  with 
this  Department.  It  is  not  so  very  long 
since  that  a  poor  man  who  happened  to 
be  a  master  mariner,  of  the  name  of 
Atkins,  invented  a  torpedo,  and  brought 
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Mr.  FOEWOOD:  AVitli  regard  to 
what  has  fallen  from  tho  hon.  Member 
for  Mid  Cork  (Dr.  Tanner)  respecting 
the  storage  of  coal  at  Haulbowline,  I 
have  to  state  that  we  keep  there  a 
stock  of  1,800  tons  of  coal,  which  is 
quite  sufficient,  in  times  of  peace,  for 
the  steamships  which  occasionally  want 
coal  in  those  waters.  As  to  the  hon. 
Member's  remarks  about  the  late 
xnanoouvres,  and  tho  ships  being  short 
of  coal,  I  would  point  out  that  coal  for 
vessels  engaged  in  the  manoeuvres  was 
sent  out  in  colliers,  the  Admiral  giving 
orders  to  these  vessels  to  meet  the  war 
ships  at  points  which  he  indicated.  It  is 
possible  that  there  may  have  been  some 
delay  on  the  part  of  the  Admiralty  in 
regard  to  ordering  some  one  of  these 
colliers  to  meet  the  vessels  to  which  the 
hon.  Member  has  referred.  However,  I 
assure  him  that  special  arrangements 
were  made  as  to  coaling  the  vessels 
during  the  mancouvres.  With  regard 
to  manufactures  of  jute,  and  giving 
Scotch  manufacturers  a  preference  over 
Indian  manufacturers,  I  may  tell  the 
hon.  Member  that  we  have  every  desire 
to  purchase  our  goods  in  tho  home 
markets — and  when  I  say  the  homo 
markets  I  do  not  for  a  moment  mean  to 
assume  that  the  Indian  market  is  not  a 
home  market.  We  have  a  strict  record 
kept  of  the  relative  usefulness  of  goods 
supplied  from  time  to  time  by  different 
firms.  We  are  obliged  to  have  regard 
to  tho  use  to  which  the  goods  are  put 
and  to  the  quality  of  the  material ;  and 
we  should  not  be  justified  in  paying  a 
high  price  for  goods  when  we  can  get 
the  same  material  at  a  lower  price. 

Dr.  tanner  :  Is  it  not  a  fact  that 
the  Scotch  goods  are  of  a  better  quality, 
and  altogether  of  a  better  class,  than 
the  Indian  goods  ? 

Mr.  for  wood  :  I  can  assure  the 
hon.  Member  that  these  points  are  taken 
into  account.  As  regards  the  electric 
torpedoes,  we  are  constantly  receiving 
proposals  from  inventors,  as  the  hon. 
Member  is  doubtless  aware.  Scarcely  a 
woek  goes  by  but  some  inventor  or  other 
produces  something  new  and  important, 
and  whenever  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment think  that  there  is  an  invention 
which  gives  a  reasonable  promise  of 
valuo  it  is  referred  to  their  professional 
advisers  for  them  to  inquire  into.  Of 
course,  it  is  impossible  for  the  Govern- 
ment to  take  up  all  inventions ;    but, 


at  the  same  time,  we  endeavour  to 
give  adequate  attention  to  all  the  pro- 
posals brought  before  us.  With  regard 
to  the  use  of  petroleum  in  Her  Majesty's 
ships,  that  matter  has  been  watched. 
No  doubt  petroleum  is  largely  used  in 
Russian  ships  as  fuel ;  but  the  reason  is 
not  far  to  seek,  because  coal  is  com- 
paratively dearer  with  them  than  it  is 
with  us.  Tho  use  of  petroleum  has  been 
for  a  long  time  in  an  experimental  stage  ; 
but  a  g^eat  many  people  think  that  there 
is  risk  of  explosion  connected  with  it.  Its 
use  is  not  in  that  state  of  development 
which  would  justify  private  individuals, 
much  less  Her  Majesty's  Government, 
in  having  recourse  to  it.  Then  the  hon. 
Member  for  the  Stepney  Division  of 
the  Tower  Hamlets  (Mr.  Isaacson)  made 
reference  to  the  subject  of  the  manufac- 
ture of  armour  plates.  Unfortunately, 
there  are  only  two  firms  in  this  country 
who  manufacture  armour  plates,  and 
no  doubt  they  manage  to  adjust  prices 
very  cleverly  between  them.  But  we 
must  remember  that  these  firms  have 
set  up  and  maintain  heavy  and  ex- 
pensive plant  for  the  manufacture  of 
these  20-inch  plates  with  three  or  four 
inches  of  steel  on  the  face.  The  nature 
of  the  manufacture  involves  enormous 
expense,  and  these  firms  have  to  depend 
for  their  return  very  largely  upon  Govern- 
ment work.  As  has  been  pointed  out,it  is 
possible  that  the  construction  of  armour- 
plated  ships  in  the  country  may  be  for  a 
time  stationary.  During  that  time  the 
plant  of  these  manufacturers  will  be  com- 
paratively idle.  As  to  going  abroad, 
there  is  g^ave  objection  to  going  to 
foreign  countries  for  our  armour  plates, 
so  long  as  we  are  treated  with  fairness 
at  home.  It  is  essential  that,  if  we 
have  only  two  firms  who  make  them,  we 
should  give  those  firms  inducements  to 
keep  their  plant  in  order,  so  that  they 
may  be  able  to  make  plates  in  times  of 
emergency.  It  would  be  ridiculous  to 
be  obliged  in  times  of  emergency  to 
go  abroad  for  armour-plates,  because 
we  might  find  ourselves  shut  out  of 
the  markets.  I  hope  that,  after  these 
explanations,  we  may  be  allowed  to  take 
the  Vote. 

Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to, 

(2.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  pro- 
posed, 

"That  a  sam,  not  exceeding  £1,011,000,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  defray  the  Expense 
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of  ^laclunory  and  Ships  built  by  Contract, 
'which  will  como  in  course  of  payment  during 
the  voar  ending    on  the   31st  day  of  March 

1888." 

CArTAiiJ  COLOMB  (Tower  Hamlets, 
Bow,  &c.) :    I  really  regret  having  to 
occupy  the  time  of  the   Committee  at 
the  end  of  the  Session ;  and  I  should 
not  do  so  were  it  not  for  the  fact  that 
the  item  of  which  I  am  about  to  move 
the  reduction  is  an  indication  of  an  en- 
tirely new  departure  in  our  naval  policy 
witli  regard  to  the  Admiralty  arrange- 
ments in  connection  with  the  Mercantile 
Marine.     I  think  it  is  so  important  that 
— much  against  my  own  personal  incli- 
nation— I  feel  bound  to  trouble  the  Com- 
mittee with  these  observations.     Now, 
Sir,  this  is  the  last  item  in  Section  2  of 
Vote  10 ;  and  it  is  an  item  which  I  am 
going  to  propose  to  reduce  by  the  sum 
of  £10,000,  the    ''  subvention  for  the 
right  of  pre-emption  or  hire  of  merchant 
vessels  as  armed  cruisers  or  transports." 
This  being  a  new  policy,  it  would  be 
well  to  ask  what  was  the  policy  it  is  sup- 
posed to  replace,  and  what  are  the  aims 
and  objects  of  the  new  policy  ?    Now,  I 
will   not  trouble  the  Committee  upon 
one   point,  because  we   are  all  agreed 
upon  it — we   are  all  agreed  in  recog- 
nizing the  enormous  dangers  to  which 
our   Mercantile   Marine  is   exposed  in 
time  of  war,  owing  to  the  vast  extent  of 
our  commerce;    and  we    are   also  all 
agreed  upon  the  fact  that  our  Mercantile 
Marine  constitutes  an  enormous  reserve 
of  naval  power,  and  that  the  only  ques- 
tion is  as  to  its  utilization.     It  is  to  the 
initiation  of  a  new  policy  for  the  utiliza- 
tion of  our  Mercantile  Marine  that  this 
Vote    refers.      Well,    now,    Sir,   what 
existed  before  this  new  system  ?    I  do 
not  think  that  there  was  any  policy  at 
all.     There  was  an  idea  at  the  Admi- 
ralty   about    utilizing    the    Mercantile 
Marine ;    but  the   only   practical    step 
taken  towards  the  realization  of  that  ob- 
ject, which  I  have  ever  been  aware  of, 
was  to  lay  down  certain  Admiralty  con- 
ditions with   regard  to   tlie  structural 
qualities  of  the  ships,  whilst  the  only 
inducement  offered  to  the  shipowners  to 
adopt  these  structural  qualities  was  that 
these   ships  should  be  placed  on   the 
Admiralty  List  for  priority  of  employ- 
ment when   the   Admiralty  were   in   a 
position    to   give   it.     Well,    that   was 
then    the   condition   of   things.     After 
some  years  we   had   a   small   business 


in  Egypt,  and  the  Admiralty,  followiDg 
that  policy,  had  to  take  up  certain  ships, 
They  had  to  take  up,  and  did  take  up 
some  200,  and  at  that  very  timie  they  had 
on  their  list,  as  I  make  out,  over  30( 
vessels,  having  an  ag^g^egate  capadt] 
of  over  1,000,000  of  tons.     But,  whei 
the  time  came  to  apply  that  policy  ii 
obtaining  transports,  thej  did  not  appli 
it.     A  very  large  number  of  vessels  on 
the  Admiralty  list  were  excluded  by  the 
Admiralty  from   acting    as    transports, 
and  vessels  were  employed  for  that  pur- 
pose which  were  not  on  the  list  at  all, 
Thus  the  policy  which  had  been  adopted 
broke   down   when  the    time   came  t^ 
apply  it.    I  think  it  is  very  important 
that  we  should  be  perfectly  clear  with 
regard  to  this  item  in  the  Vote.    The 
words    are — ''For   armed    cruisers   or 
transports,"  and  I  wish  to  be  as  distinct 
as  possible  with  regard  to  those  words. 
I  will  therefore  first  make  a  few  obser- 
vations with  regard  to  transports,  and 
then  I  shall  come   to   the  question  of 
armed    cruisers.     Now,    this    £10,000 
a-year  is  the  beginning  of  an  expendi- 
ture of  which  we  cannot  see  the  end,  as 
I  shall  presently  show  from  Admiralty 
evidence  on  the  question.     If  we  look 
at  it  as  a  means  of  providing  transports, 
I  think  oar  experience  will  show  that 
the  policy  must  fail.  Take  the  experieoce 
of  the  past  few  years.      This  £10,000 
will  secure  us  little  more  than  two  ships, 
and  the  right  of  employing  them  in  time 
of  war,   at    a   previously   fixed  price. 
We  are  to  pay  the  £10,000  a-jear  for 
reserving  that  right.    But  in  the  year 
1883  the  Admiralty  hired  three  trans- 
ports, and  in  1884  they  hired  26.    In 
1885,  for  a  small  expedition  to  Egypt, 
they  hired  as  many  as  150,    and  the 
whole  cost  was  over  £1,500,000.    Now, 
it  is  quite  evident  that  if,  in  carrying 
out  a  small  expedition  to  Egypt,  you 
require  150  transports,  the  number  of 
vessels  will  swell  enormously  if  you  have 
to  carry  a  larger  force — say  to  Afghan- 
istan—double the  distance.    Therefore, 
I  cannot  see  that,  in  this  matter  of 
transports  as  a  provision  for  war,  the 
payment  of  £10,000  for  a  reserve  of 
two  ships  will  produce  any  residt  at 
all  when  it  comes  to  the  questicm  of 
engaging  a  large  number  of  transports. 
This  policy  will  do  one  or  other  of  two 
things,  it  will  either  utterly  £ul  to  pro* 
vide  us  with  efficient  traneporta  more 
than  wo  have  at  preeent,  or  it  will  in- 
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duco  the  Qovernment  to  expand  it  to 
such  oxaggoratod  proportions  as  to 
form  a  very  material  proportion  of 
the  whole  Naval  Vote.  We  know  by 
the  ^Memorandum  that  it  is  proposed 
that  this  Vote  at  present  shall  not 
exceed  £50,000,  and  that  that  will  give 
us  10  ships.  Well,  I  think  that  the 
right  of  pre-emption  for  the  obtaining 
of  transports  is  no  way  of  grappling 
with  the  difficulty  which  even  a  small 
expedition  requires  us  to  face.  I  there- 
fore will  not  say  more  than  this — that 
the  Subvention  Vote  cannot  be  said  to 
be  of  any  importance  whatever  as 
regards  the  item  **  Transports."  Now, 
having  cleared  the  ground,  I  come  to 
the  question  simply  of  subvention,  or 
the  right  of  hiring  merchant  ships  for 
cruisers.  Now,  hero,  again,  let  us  look 
at  our  experience.  In  1885,  by  a  Vote 
of  Credit,  we  suddenly  took  up  16  ships, 
which  cost  us  £600,000  in  a  few  weeks, 
or  an  average  of  £37,500  each.  Now, 
what  did  we  get  for  our  money  ?  Why, 
the  noble  Lord  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty  tells  us  in  his  Memorandum 
that  many  of  these  ships  never  left 
harbour,  and  that  only  one,  the  Oregotiy 
was  ever  fully  equipped.  I  think 
there  was  very  long  delay  in  doing  that ; 
but  there  is  one  thing  we  are  not  told, 
either  under  the  old  system  or  under 
the  new,  and  it  is  very  material  to  the 
question — namely,  how  and  where  are 
you  going  to  employ  these  ships  ?  Are 
they  to  act  as  part  of  the  Fleet  of  the 
Boyal  Navy ;  are  they  to  have  a  roving 
commission  ;  or  in  what  way,  when  you 
have  taken  them,  are  you  going  to  use 
them  ?  We  do  not  know.  All  that  we 
know  with  regard  to  these  1 6  ships  is 
that  the  Admiralty  took  them  up  at  a 
cost  of  over  £500,000,  and  it  is  not 
clear  what  they  intended  to  do  with 
them.  It  seems  certain  that  they  did 
nothing  at  all  with  them.  Well,  now, 
that  is  the  result  of  our  experience. 
Now  let  me  say  a  word  as  to  the  ques- 
tion of  cost.  The  subvention,  as  stated 
in  the  Admiralty  Letter  to  the  Treasury, 
or  rather  the  stipulated  subvention  to 
be  paid  for  each  vessel  in  peace,  as 
stated  in  the  Letter  of  the  Admiralty 
to  the  Treasury,  is  £5,000  a-year. 
Now,  I  have  said  that  in  taking  up 
16  vessels  under  the  old  system,  they 
cost  us  for  fitting,  taking  up,  and  dis- 
charging when  done  with  £37,500  each. 
Now,  if  you  are  going  to  pay  £5,000 


a-year  per  vessel  in  time  of  peace  for 
the  right  of  pre-emption  or  hiring  vessels 
in  war  time,  if  you  have  no  war  for 
seven  and  a-half  years  you  will  have 
paid  at  the  end  of  that  time  as  much  as 
you  did  under  the  old  system.  Whereas 
under  the  old  system  at  the  date  of 
the  discharge  of  the  vessels  it  had 
cost  you  £37,500,  under  the  new  sys- 
tem, having  paid  this  much  during 
seven  and  a-half  years,  you  would 
commence  to  pay  for  the  hire  of  the 
vessel  afresh.  Each  vessel  would 
start  with  a  debt  of  £37,500  before  we 
began  to  pay  for  actual  services.  I 
think  that  it  is  a  financial  matter  re- 
quiring some  considerable  consideration. 
I  think  that  if  you  have  10  vessels,  for 
which  you  pay  £5,000  a-piece  per  year 
for  the  right  of  pre-emption  or  hire  in 
the  event  of  emergency,  you  must  re- 
member that  it  adds  £500,000  every 
five  years  to  your  Naval  Expenditure. 
Now,  the  next  point  I  wish  to  refer  to  is 
one  upon  which  I  am  not  at  all  clear,  and 
is,  therefore,  one  which  I  trust  the  noble 
Lord  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty 
will  enlighten  the  Committee  upon.  It  is 
not  at  all  clear  that  the  Admiralty  took 
these  16  vessels  in  1885  because  they 
wanted  them  as  armed  cruisers,  or 
thought  they  wanted  them  as  armed 
cruisers.  I  think  I  shall  show  that  they 
took  them  up  for  a  wholly  different  reason. 
We  see  in  the  Admiralty  Letter  to  the 
Treasury  of  the  7th  of  February  of  this 
year  that  the  Admiralty  asked  for  the 
approval  of  the  Treasury  to  a  principle 
of  subvention.  They  alluded*  as  a 
reason  for  the  subvention,  to  the  cir- 
cumstances of  1885,  and  they  told  the 
Treasury  that  it  was  not  so  much  a  want 
of  armed  cruisers  which  made  them 
bring  forward  the  subject  as  the  neces- 
sity of  preventing  these  vessels  falling 
into  the  hands  of  a  foreign  Government. 
They  say — 

"It  will  be  romcmborod  that  in  1885  a  sum 
approximating  to  £600,000  was  expended  on 
retaining  the  serrices  of  certain  fast  steamers 
so  as  to  prevent  their  being  available  for  the 
service  of  any  Power  inimical  to  the  interests 
of  the  United  Kingdom." 

Therefore  we  must  regard  the  Subven- 
tion Vote  from  the  point  of  view  of  pre- 
venting the  transfer  of  Tessels  to 
foreign  Powers,  to  be  used  against  ns 
under  a  foreign  flag  on  the  outbreak  of 
war.  Now,  I  think  that  that  is  a 
matter  which  requires  clear  examina- 
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tion.  Let  ii9  look  at  it  by  the  light  of 
events  in  taking  up  these  16  cruisers 
in  1885.  Not  one  half  of  these  vessels 
had  a  seagoing  speed  of  16  knots.  There 
were  only  five  of  them,  so  far  as  I  can 
make  out,  that  had,  and  would  have  been 
qualified  for  subvention  under  the  new 
policy;  therefore,  supposing  this  new 
policy  you  now  inaugurate  by  this  Vote 
to  have  been  in  existence  then,  what 
would  have  been  the  effect  ?  It  would 
not  have  diminished  the  necessity  for 
preventing  all  the  other  vessels  of  less 
than  16  knots  being  transferred  to  a 
foreign  flag.  You  would  have  paid  for 
five  in  time  of  peace,  but  1 1  others  you 
would  not  have  paid  the  subvention  for, 
with  the  result  that  you  would  have 
had  to  pay  all  the  same,  not  because 
you  wanted  armed  cruisers,  but  because 
you  could  not  allow  them  to  fall  into 
the  hands  of  a  foreign  Power— out  of 
the  £600,000  you  would  have  had  to 
pay  for  11  vessels  £37,500  each  just  the 
same,  not  for  use  as  armed  cruisers,  but 
because  you  were  afraid  of  their  falling 
into  the  hands  of  foreign  Powers. 
Now,  I  for  one  do  not  believe  that  this 
fiddling  with  four  or  five  ships,  or  even 
10  ships,  and  paying  so  much  a-year  in 
the  Naval  Estimates  is  a  proper  way  of 
grappling  with  the  serious  question  of 
the  transfer  of  the  best  of  our  mercan- 
tile steam  ships  to  a  foreign  flag  in  case 
of  war,  and  it  is  because  I  think  you 
are  delaying  the  facing  of  this  question 
by  temporizing  with  this  small  Vote 
that  I  object  to  it.  You  might  say  what 
pains  and  penalties  can  you  put  upon 
the  shipowners  who  transfer  their  vessels 
to  foreign  Powers  with  whom  we  are  on 
the  brink  of  being  at  war.  Are  the  in- 
terests of  our  country  to  be  prejudiced  by 
our  own  shipowners  and  shipbuilders 
assisting  our  enemies  ?  I  think  if 
wo  cannot  trust  the  patriotism  of  our 
countrymen  we  can,  at  any  rate,  meet 
the  danger  by  another  application 
of  subventions,  or  by  legislation  to 
prevent  vessels  from  falling  into  the 
hands  of  other  Powers.  I  am  sorry  to 
detain  the  Committee  so  long,  but  really 
this  matter  is  a  very  important  one. 
What  are  the  aims  and  objects  of  the 
development  of  this  new  policy  with 
which  we  start  in  this  Vote  ?  I  think 
they  are  stated  in  the  Admiralty  Letter 
to  the  Treasury,  where  it  is  said  that 
we  are  in  a  very  dangerous  position. 
And  there  is  another  reason  they  have 
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for  pressing  the  Treasury  to  agree  1 
the  system  of  subventions,  in  tl 
Letter  to  which  I  refer  they  say— 

"The  retention  of  a  fleet  of  Royal  Ntv 
Bcsorve  cruisers  must  be  obviously  of  grc 
national  advantage.  In  a  pecuniary  sense  th< 
would  servo  to  limit  the  necessity  felt  by  th< 
Lordships  for  the  constraction  of  fait  v 
vessels  to  protect  the  commerce  of  tl 
country." 

Subventions  therefore  are  to  be  regards 
as  opening  a  back  door  for  future  A 
miralties  to  escape  from  the  respo 
sibility  of  creating  an  adequate  force 
war  cruisers.  Now  I  have  the  greatt 
confidence  in  the  present  Board  of  A 
miralty.  If  it  were  permanent  I  shou 
not  be  in  the  least  afraid  in  this  matte 
but  I  confess,  looking  at  what  our  exp 
rience  has  been  of  past  Admiralties,  ai 
in  view  of  their  willingness  to  brii 
down  to  the  level  of  a  cry  for  areductic 
of  expenditure  on  our  naval  power, 
fear  this  proposal  really  imperils  tl 
safety  of  the  country — I  am  not  pr 
pared  to  say  that  future  Admiraltie 
largely  adopting  the  view  of  the  stat 
ment  I  have  just  read,  would  not  bring  tl 
country  to  a  condition  of  danger.  Tber 
fore,  I  say  that  the  Subvention  Vol 
being  put  forward  on  the  g^und  tbat 
will  save  building  more  cruisers  is 
dangerous  policy,  and  it  is  one  which 
protest  against.  Are  we  asked  to  adop 
this  policy  of  subvention  in  order  t 
avoid  our  responsibilities  with  regard  t 
the  construction  of  more  cruisers,  aii< 
having  made  this  arrangement  with  tU 
owners  of  the  mercantile  vessels,  are  w 
to  go  on  year  after  year  allowing 
deficiency  in  our  armament,  so  far  a 
fast  cruisers  are  concerned,  to  continue 
The  next  point  is  one  which  I  thin 
again  arises  in  the  Memorandum,  and 
must  openly  tell  the  noble  Lord  and  th 
Board  of  Admiralty  that  I  should  hav 
had  more  faith  or  belief  in  the  policy  ( 
subventions  if  they  had  not  given  so  man 
different  reasons  in  support  of  it.  Hei 
is  another  reason  given  to  us  in  the  nob! 
Lord  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty' 
Memorandum  accompanying  the  Ssti 
mates.  He  says  "  umess  some  indooc 
ment  is  given  to  English  Companies  ih 
building  of  fast  steamers  in  thisoonnti 
must  diminish,  whereas  abroad  thei 
building  is  encouraged  by  sabsidies. 
Then  he  goes  on  to  say,  most  properly 
that  '*  it  is  neither  to  the  oredit^of  tli 
country  nor  for  the  advantagre  of  on 
marine  that  fast   steamers   would  b 


1585 


Supply-- 


{8ept£mbb&  7,  1887}  Navy  EtUmaiei.        1586 


mostly  under  foroiga  flags.*'  Well,  I 
am  sure  that  everyone  will  endorse  the 
view  of  the  noble  Lord  and  the  Admi- 
ralty in  that  matter.  I  think  there  is 
growing  up  a  feeling  in  this  country,  as 
knowledge  is  increasing,  that  our  Mer- 
cantile Marine  is  not  safe  in  the  face  of 
this  foreign  bounty  system.  There  is  a 
tendency  to  produce  under  foreign  flags 
better  lines  of  steamers  even  than  some  of 
our  own.  Foreign  countries  are  building 
steamers  much  better  than  some  of  our 
own,  and  this  is  in  consequence  of  the 
foreign  bounty  system.  The  noble  Lord 
himself  is  my  witness  in  the  words  I 
have  just  quoted.  But  I  ask  the  Com- 
mittee if  the  policy  of  foreign  countries 
is  really  lowering  our  power  to  be  the 
first  and  foremost  in  the  world  at  sea  in 
the  power  and  speed  and  class  of  our 
ships — if  foreign  policy  is  doing  that,  is 
it  to  be  thought  that  this  Vote  is  suffi- 
cient to  grapple  with  the  question  ?  I 
say  no.  This  is  not  a  question  for  the 
Admiralty  Board,  but  for  the  Govern- 
ment as  a  Government  to  face — they 
must  meet  the  action  of  foreign  coun- 
tries in  this  matter  in  a  statesman-like 
way,  and  the  people  of  this  country  will 
support  them.  We  cannot  afford  to  have 
our  Mercantile  Marine  lowered  in  its 
capacity  and  character.  I  hold  that  we 
cannot  in  safety  to  our  interests  in  peace, 
and  that  we  cannot  with  safety  to  our 
Empire  in  war,  allow  the  superiority  of 
our  Mercantile  Marine  at  sea  to  be  dimi- 
nished. Now,  bounties  in  foreign  coun- 
tries tend  to  diminish  our  power,  and  I 
say  this  country  ought  to  face  the  matter 
boldly  at  once,  and  not  by  Votes  like  this 
in  the  Navy  Estimates.  I  believe  an  easy 
way  to  do  it  would  be  to  put  Id.  a- ton 
on  foreign  ships  entering  and  clearing 
British  ports,  which  would  bring  us  in 
about  £120,000  a-year.  That  is  a  ques- 
tion I  am  not  going  to  pursue  on  this 
Vote,  as  it  would  be  out  of  Order,  but  I 
merely  wish  to  bring  out  that  I  object 
to  the  subvention  being  placed  on  this 
ground  as  a  way  to  meet  foreign  boun- 
ties. I  think  it  is  fiddling  with  the 
question  and  doing  harm  to  the  Navy 
and  everyone  concerned  in  this  country. 
But  there  is  another  matter  to  which 
I  should  like  to  allude,  and  that  is 
the  limitation  to  which  this  policy  is 
to  bo  subjected.  I  find  in  the  Subven- 
tion Papers  the  view  of  the  Admiralty. 
They  say  **  their  Lordships  haye  not  ex- 
pressed a  definite  view  as  to  the  num- 


ber of  vessels  which  should  be  retained ; 
but  as  ^suoh  steamers  are  not  likely 
to  be  constructed  in  any  considerable 
numbers,  it  is  thought  that  probably  10 
would  be  the  maximum  number  likely  to 
be  placed  at  the  disposition  of  the  Admi- 
ralty within  the  next  five  years."  Now, 
the  Admiralty  have  not  in  their  own 
minds  any  definite  limit  to  this  power. 
I  say  that  for  the  present  Admiralty  to  es- 
tablish this  policy,  and  then  to  go  out  and 
leave  another  Admiralty  in  power  without 
a  limitation  would  be  a  very  dangerous 
proceeding.  I  think  it  is  extremely  dan- 
gerous that  even  the  existing  Board  of 
Admiralty  should  tell  the  Treasury  that 
they  have  no  definite  view  as  to  the 
number  of  vessels  that  should  be  retained, 
but  the  amount  is  to  be  charged  on  the 
Estimates,  and  the  number  of  vessels 
is  not  to  be  decided  by  sea  strategy 
What  policy  then  are  you  going  to 
pursue?  The  question  does  not  seem 
to  be — you  shall  take  as  many  ships  as 
you  want,  but  the  number  shall  depend 
upon  what  shipowners  and  shipbuilders 
choose,  and  that  is  another  ground  of 
my  objection.  I  am  just  about  to  con- 
clude, but  I  cannot  sit  down  without 
bringing  to  the  ears  of  the  noble  Lord 
one  or  two  matters  which  I  should 
like  him  to  hear  with  regard  to  the 
utilization  of  the  Mercantile  Marine, 
especially  with  regard  to  these  subven- 
tions. What  is  the  practical  result  of 
this  proposal  as  it  bears  on  the  utilization 
of  our  Mercantile  Marine  ?  Practioallv, 
the  result  is  this — that  you  are  to  make 
arrangements  during  peace  time,  by 
which,  at  the  outbreak  of  war,  you  will 
rob  our  main  lines  of  communication  of 
their  very  best  ships.  If  you  are  not 
going  to  take  these  vessels  off  our  lines, 
you  need  not  pay  for  them.  The  reason 
it  is  found  so  expensive  to  obtain  the 
services  of  these  ships  by  subvention,  is 
because  you  propose  to  take  them  from 
these  lines,  and  that  you  have  to  put 
the  lines  to  inconvenience  to  supply 
their  places.  You  have  to  compensate 
them  for  this  inconvenience  and  pos- 
sible losses.  You  have  to  pay  a  heavy 
annual  charge  in  peace  for  these  ships 
to  supplement  our  naval  forces  in  time 
of  war,  and  the  consequence  is  that  we 
shall  have  to  put  our  commerce  into 
slower  vessels.  To  illustrate  that,  I 
would  point  out  that  we  had  recentlv  an- 
nounced to  us  that  the  Admiralty  have 
agreed  to  give  a  subvention  to  the  tliree 
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best  ships,  two  not  yet  built,  of  the 
Peninsular  and  Orieatal  Lino,  and  that 
will  cost  us  about  £15,000  every  year. 
We  are  to  pay  that  in  peace  for  the 
right  of  taking  these  ships  off  the  Penin- 
sular and  Oriental  Line  when  war  occurs. 
As  hon.  Members  know,  the  Peninsular 
and  Oriental  ships  are  on  the  main  line 
to  India  and  the  East,  and  by  taking 
these  ships  off  that  lino,  you  will  force 
all  the  commerce  which  these  ships  would 
otherwise  carry  with  safety,  owing  to 
their  speed,  into  slower  yessels.  I  do 
not  know  whether  our  Colonies  are 
parties  to  the  sub-vention,  but  they  are 
parties  to  the  agreement  under  the  Penin- 
sular and  Oriental  contract.  The  under- 
standing we  have  with  the  Colonies,  and 
for  which  the  Colonies  pay,  is  that  their 
mails  shall  run  regularly  under  certain 
conditions.  That  is  all  very  well  in  time 
of  peace,  but  the  moment  war  breaks 
out,  you  are  going  to  break  faith  with 
the  Colonies  in  that  respect,  and  I  think 
that  in  this  matter  there  is  a  very  grave 
danger.  Further  than  this,  you  are 
going  to  subsidize  these  throe  fast  ships 
so  that  you  may  have  them  at  a  certain 
rate  when  war  breaks  out,  but  when 
war  does  come  the  Suez  Canal  may 
bo  blocked,  and  to  get  to  the  Aus- 
tralian Colonies  and  to  India,  you  may 
liave  to  run  around  the  Cape.  When 
you  have  this  long  sea  journey  to  face, 
that  will  be  the  very  time  when  these 
three  fast  ships  will  be  most  wanted  on 
their  lines.  If  your  mails  have  to  be 
run  around  the  Cape  in  time  of  war, 
that  will  be  precisely  the  time  when 
you  will  be  in  need  of  rapid  vessels. 
Your  mail  service  with  the  Colonies 
and  with  India  will  be  in  jeopardy  just 
in  proportion  as  the  vessels  which  carry 
the  mails  are  slow.  Your  policy,  there- 
fore, will  have  the  effect  of  increasing 
the  danger  to  our  Mercantile  Marine  on 
the  Indian  and  Eastern  line.  How  are 
you  going  to  prevent  it  ?  Are  you  going 
to  take  three  vessels  off  the  line,  and 
send  them  say,  to  the  Pacific  or  some- 
where else,  and  then  detach  vessels  of 
the  Eoyal  Navy  to  protect  the  Peninsular 
and  Oriental  steamers  because  they  are 
all  slow  vessels,  you  yourselves  at  the 
Admiralty  having  taken  all  the  fast  ones? 
It  certainly  seems  to  me  that  this  matter 
has  not  been  thoroughly  thought  out. 
What  did  you  do  in  the  old  wars  in 
the  matter  of  this  line  of  Indian  com- 
munication?   What  was  the  old  East 
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Indiaman?  Why,  it  was  a  man-ol 
war.  Every  East  Indiaman  was  t 
armed  merchantman.  Were  they  nc 
vessels  that  ran  on  their  lines  in  spit 
of  the  teeth  of  foreign  nations ;  and  di 
they  not  keep  up  communication  with  tli 
East  almost  altogether  independent  of  tli 
Boyal  Navy  ?  According^  to  the  systei 
you  are  now  adopting,  in  those  days  tli 
Government  would  have  g'iven  subrei 
tions  to  these  Indiamen ;  so  that  whc 
war  broke  out  those  armed  vessels  wool 
have  been  sent  somewhere  else,  and  th 
trade  to  the  East  would  have  bee 
obliged  to  depend  for  safety  upon  Hi 
Majesty's  ships.  I  think  the  noble  Loi 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  will  sc 
the  point  of  my  observations  in  this  n 
spect  at  once.  Were  these  three  fai 
Peninsular  and  Oriental  steamers  le 
on  the  Indian  line,  the  Peninsular  an 
Oriental  line  will  not  require  that  sal 
vention  of  £15,000  a-year.  AH  the 
would  want  would  be  fittings  and  othc 
similar  arrangements,  and  a  smal 
annual  payment;  but  they  would  nc 
require  this  large  subsidy — they  wonl< 
not  require  this  large  amount  of  mone; 
to  be  paid  for  them.  Why,  if  they  ar< 
armed  and  are  left  upon  this  line,  wha 
will  they  do?  They  will  do  the  rei) 
thing  you  want — ^that  is  to  say,  patrol 
the  line,  and  protect  en  rouis  the  lioe 
on  which  the  slower  ships  which  axe 
performing  the  same  journey.  That 
is  what  they  will  do,  and  therefon 
I  object  to  this  subvention  for  takiog 
them  off  their  line  as  a  matter  ol 
policy.  Now,  Sir,  I  imagine  thai 
with  all  this  talk  about  the  safety  oi 
the  Mercantile  Marine  the  matter  hai 
not  been  adequately  nappled  with. 
The  Admiralty,  I  should  say,  are  ad< 
hering  too  closely  to  the  pre<»dent8  sel 
by  previous  Admiralties,  and  have  nol 
sufficiently  thought  out  this  question 
If  you  are  going  to  have  subventioiiB  at 
all  to  merchant  vessels,  I  maintain  thai 
the  best  policy  would  be  to  act  upon  the 
principle,  not  of  taking  these  snips  oil 
the  line,  but  of  making  the  lines  tnem- 
sekes  independent  of  the  protection  ol 
the  Boyal  Navy,  as  far  as  possible. 
Where  we  should  devote  our  attention 
to  making  our  commerce  as  secure  ai 
possible  by  self-protection  &om  attack 
are  those  places  where  the  oommeroe  al 
present  is  not  sufficient  to  mMnfeftiyi  tfi^j 
class  of  vessel  adapted  to  the  puipose, 
and  which  you  are  anxious  to  MOim 
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l>y  your  subsidy.  You  have  now  five 
lipreat  routes  to  maintain,  the  route  by 
the  Mediterranean  to  the  East,  the 
route  by  the  Capo,  the  route  to  the 
West  Indies,  the  route  by  Cape  Horn, 
and  the  route  to  North  America.  Every 
one  of  these  linos  has  at  this  moment 
the  fastest  and  best  steamers  patrolling 
alaiost  every  hour,  going  from  port 
to  port  throughout  the  British  Empire. 
You  can  arm  these  vessels,  and  if 
you  are  prepared  to  arm  them  you 
need  not  pay  a  heavy  subvention  to 
them  in  order  to  take  them  off  the 
line.  Your  policy  ought  to  be,  not 
to  remove  thorn,  but  to  arm  them  and 
keep  them  where  they  now  are ;  but 
whero  you  want  to  take  measures  to 
guard  the  ordinary  mercantile  marine  is 
in  the  Pacific,  and,  to  my  mind,  this  pro- 
posed £50,000  a-year  would  be  much 
better  applied  in  establishing  a  connec- 
tion between  Australia  and  Western 
Canada  and  between  Western  Canada 
and  the  East,  including  Hong  Kong. 
In  this  way,  also,  you  would  be  pro- 
tecting the  trade  with  Hong  Kong.  If 
you  went  to  war  to-morrow  your  subven- 
tion would  apply  to  a  few  vessels  on  this 
side  of  the  globe ;  but  you  would  have 
no  such  ships  in  the  Pacific,  and  yet  it 
would  bo  there  that  your  danger  would 
bo  greatest.  You  are  making  no  ade- 
quate arrangement  for  its  self-defence 
at  all.  I  beg  to  move  that  this  sum  be 
reduced  by  the  sum  of  £10,000,  and  I 
trust  that,  at  all  events,  this  will  occur 
— namely,  that  the  matter  will  be  more 
carefully  examined,  and  that  the  Oo- 
vernmont  will  not  pledge  themselves  to 
a  policy  which  will  lead  them  they  do 
not  know  where,  and  which,  from  the 
point  of  view  that  I  have  adopted,  is, 
I  am  convinced,  defective  in  every  re- 
spect. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
«*  That  Item  N— Royal  Reserve  of  Mer- 
chant Cruisers, — be  reduced  by  the  sum 
of  £10,000."— (Crtj^^flm  Colomh.) 

TnE  SECRETARY  to  tub  ADMI- 
RALTY (Mr.  Fobwood)  (Lancashire, 
Orraskirk) :  The  hon.  and  gallant  Gen- 
tleman has  said  that  this  is  a  new  de- 
parture on  the  part  of  the  Board  of  Ad- 
miralty, and  he  has  very  ably  criticized 
it.  I  will  endeavour  to  explain  what 
are  the  objects  of  the  Admiralty  in  ini- 
tiating this  new  departure,  and  while 
doing  so,  I  hope  also  to  reply  to  the 


remarks  of  my  hon.  and  gallant  Friend. 
Though  it  is  a  new  departure  on  the 
part  of  the  Admiralty,  this  question  of 
subvention  to  merchant  vessels  for  use 
as  armed  cruisers  in  time  of  war  is  no 
new  idea.  It  is  an  old  idea ;  but  a  prac- 
tical effect  has  never  been  given  to  it  until 
the  time  of  the  present  Board  of  Admi- 
ralty, although  it  has  been  favourably 
considered  by  previous  Boards.  At  th  e 
outset,  I  may  say  that  there  is  perfect 
unanimity  on  the  part  of  the  Board  of 
Admiralty,  including  the  Naval  Members, 
as  well  as  on  the  part  of  those  Members 
having  seats  in  this  House  upon  this  ques- 
tion. No  doubt,  what  brought  the  scheme 
more  prominently  before  our  minds  was 
what  occurred  in  1885.  We  all  re- 
member the  great  anxiety  expressed  in 
that  year  as  to  the  disposition  of  the 
fast  steamers  of  the  British  Mercantile 
Marine  which  were  conducting  our  com- 
mercial operations  in  all  parts  of  the 
world.  There  was  no  doubt  great  hurry 
on  the  part  of  the  Admiralty  to  secure 
those  vessels  lest  they  should  fall  into 
the  hands  of  foreign  nations  who 
might  be  inimical  to  us.  My  hon.  and 
gallant  Friend  (Captain  Colomb)  has 
stated  that  this  plan  [of  the  Admiralty 
is  not  the  best  plan  to  prevent  such 
vessels  from  coming  into  the  hands  of 
foreign  owners,  and  he  hinted  that  there 
might  be  some  law  necessary  to  prevent 
vessels  being  transferred  to  hostile 
powers  in  times  of  emergency.  I  would 
point  out  to  my  hon.  and  gallant  Friend 
that  when  times  of  emergency  arrive, 
and  there  is  an  actual  outbreak  of  hos- 
tilities, it  would  be  difficult  to  pass  any 
law  which  would  operate  only  on  the 
outbreak  of  hostilities.  There  are  many 
owners  who,  though  thoroughly  patriotic 
men,  might  desire  on  the  outbreak  of  a 
war,  or  if  such  a  thing  as  hostilities 
were  impending,  to  get  rid  of  a  number 
of  their  ships,  and  tney  might  sell,  not 
to  a  hostile  power,  but  to  shipowners  be- 
longing to  a  neural  nation,  under  the 
idea  that  they  were  placing  these  ships 
under  a  neutral  flag,  when,  as  a  matter 
of  fact,  the  vessels  might  be  re-sold  by 
the  neutral  shipowners  to  our  enemies. 
Therefore,  I  do  not  think  that  any  Act 
of  Parliament  which  my  hon.  and  gallant 
Friend  could  suggest  would  enable  us 
successfully  to  guard  against  a  transfer 
of  ships  into  hostile  hands.  The  Go- 
yemment  thmktheagreement  which  they 
have  entered  into  with  the  owners  of 
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these  vessels  \vill  place  them  absolutely 
at  our  disposal.  My  hon.  and  gallant 
Friend  has  stated  the  amount  of  money 
paid  for  vessels  in  1885,  the  actual  sum 
the  Government  undertook  to  pay  the 
owners  was  £534,000  for  the  hire  of  the 
steamships,  but  as  the  contingency  was 
shorter  than  was  expected,  some  of  the 
vessels  hired  were  discharged  by  a  com- 
promise before  six  months  was  up,  and 
only  a  sum  of  £444,000  was  paid.  To 
secure  these  vessels  at  that  time  the  Go- 
vernment had  to  undertake  to  pay  them 
six  months'  hire,  whether  they  were 
wanted  or  not.  Under  the  agreement 
which  we  have  made  with  the  owners  of 
of  vessels,  we  are  under  no  obligation 
whatever  as  to  the  length  of  time  for 
which  we  are  to  take  the  vessels 
should  emergency  arise.  We  shall  only 
take  them  for  such  time  as  may  be 
suitable.  There  is  another  point  I 
should  like  to  dwell  on,  and  it  is  this, 
that  though  we  did  pay  something  ap- 
proaching  £600,000  in  connection  with 
these  merchant  cruisers,  that  figure 
does  not  represent  the  cost  to  the  nation 
in  consequence  of  the  anxiety  which 
prevailed  at  that  time,  and  the  alarm 
which  spread  through  the  mercantile 
community  at  the  injury  which  would 
result  to  us  from  active  hostilities,  partly 
from  the  fear  of  fast  armed  merchant 
cruisers.  I  can  speak  from  personal 
knowledge  that  very  large  war  pre- 
miums were  paid  on  British  commerce 
then  traversing  over  the  seas.  It  is 
difficult  to  establish  the  precise  out- 
lay we  were  put  to  when  we  took  over 
that  large  number  of  vessels  which 
were  not  then  fitted  for  the  purpose 
for  which  they  were  required.  By  the 
proposed  subvention,  however,  we  shall 
obtain  vessels  which  are  fitted  with  gun 
platforms,  and  in  which  other  provision 
has  been  made  so  that  when  guns  are 
put  on  board  they  will  be  ready  for 
service  almost  immediately — certainly 
within  a  week  after  the  outbreak  of  hos- 
tilities. To  give  an  illustration  of  the 
disadvantage  of  the  old  system,  I  may 
point  out  that  we  only  had  one  ship 
which  we  took  over  completely  fitted, 
and  yet  a  long  period  elapsed — I  think 
42  days— from  the  time  of  our  taking 
over  the  ship  to  when  she  was  com- 
pletely fitted  with  her  armaments,  and 
ready  for  service.  It  is  needless  to 
point  out  what  danger  might  arise  in 
the  event  of  a  pressing  emergency  if  we 
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had  to  wait  for  so  long  a  time  before  i 
could  get  our  fast  cruisers  fit  for  serrk 
The  greatest  consideration  which  i 
shall  have  to  bear  in  mind  in  the  ere 
of  any  future  war  will  be  the  neeessi 
of  our  being  prepared  to  strike  the  fii 
blow,  and  to  be  able  to  afford  efficie 
protection  to  our  commerce  almost  t1 
moment's  notice,  from  whichever  qnarl 
of  the  world  it  may  be  threaten 
The  greatest  amount  of  damage  whi 
we  should  sustain  would  be  tl 
occurring  during  the  first  month  afl 
the  breaking  out  of  hostilities.  It 
impossible  to  estimate  what  that  dama 
would  be,  and  to  discuss  in  a  ni 
gardly  spirit  the  question  of  this  an 
amount  of  money  payable  year  by  y< 
as  an  insurance  against  that  risk 
scarcely  worthy  of  this  House  of  Co 
mons.  We  have  only  to  regard  the  < 
tent  of  British  commerce,  and  to  co 
pare  it  with  the  commerce  of  the  rest 
the  world,  to  appreciate  the  imp 
tance  of  this  subject.  It  should  alwc 
be  borne  in  mind  that  British  mi 
chant  shipping  is  1,000,000  tons 
excess  of  the  tonnage  of  all  the  oil 
nations  of  the  globe  put  together.  T 
question  is  how  we  are  to  meet  this  fii 
great  pressure.  In  the  first  place,  it 
far  from  the  thoughts  of  the  Board 
Admiralty  that  these  subsidized  Tease 
will  take  the  place  of  our  naval  craiw] 
They  are  to  supplement  them.  Of  coar 
we  should  make  our  cruisers  and  o 
line  of  battle  ships  our  first,  line  of  d 
fence,  but  they  at  the  beginning  of 
war  would  undoubtedly  have  their  i 
tention  largely  engaged  in  watching  ti 
enemy's  war  cruisers.  There  will  be 
risk  of  suffering  severe  injury  fn 
marauding  vessels,  and  the  enemy's  e 
temporized  cruisers.  They  will  have 
be  looked  after,  and  in  order  to  effe 
tively  took  after  them  it  is  essei 
tial  that  we  should  have  the  best  ai 
fastest  ships  procurable  in  the  worl 
No  one  suggests  for  a  moment  that  oi 
armed  merchant  cruisers  could  at  i 
cope  in  a  pitched  battle  with  an  a 
moured  ship  of  war,  but  we  do  say  thi 
that  even  a  fast  merchant  cruiser,  m 
vided  that  care  is  taken  to  select  tooi 
of  the  highest  speed,  can  he  mac 
eztremelv  valuable  as  a  soont  for 
fleet  to  keep  touch  with  the  enemy,  i 
harass  the  enemy,  and  to  give  time! 
warning  of  the  appearanee  of  an  enea 
to  our  own  vessels.  The  more  importai 
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object  of  fast  merchaDt  cruisers  will 
be  to  watch  our  trade  routes,  and  to 
help  us  to  establish  protection  for  them. 
If  we  have  a  sufficient  number  of  vessels 
for  this  purpose,  and  which  are  known 
to  be  on  certain  stations,  they  will  be 
a  great  element  of  safety.  Our  Mercan- 
tile Marine  will  be  able  to  traverse 
their  routes  with  some  degree  of  com- 
fort and  safety,  knowing  that  there  are 
fast  cruisers  watching  the  routes  and 
keeping  in  touch  one  with  the  other 
over  great  tracts  of  ocean.  For 
all  these  purposes  speed  and  coal  en- 
durance are  the  two  main  elements,  and 
our  object  has  been  to  exercise  the 
utmost  care  in  selecting  vessels  to  have 
regard  to  these  tv?o  points.  And 
another  desirable  point  is  that  we 
should  have  vessels  at  our  disposition 
in  different  parts  of  tbe  world  at  once 
available  for  guns.  For  instance,  a 
vessel  of  the  Peninsular  and  Oriental 
Line  may  be  in  China,  may  be  in  the 
Suez  Canal,  or  be  at  Malta,  or  many 
other  places  when  war  breaks  out,  whilst 
other  vessels  may  be  in  Australia,  and 
others  in  North  America.  We  shall 
have  ready  for  these  vessels  at  dif- 
ferent points  armaments  in  order  to 
protect  our  routes  long  before  cruisers 
oould  be  sent  out  from  this  coun- 
try. The  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman 
has  spoken  about  vessels  taken  up  on 
the  last  occasion  as  armed  cruisers,  and 
he  has  spoken  with  reference  to  the 
question  of  transport,  and  also  with 
reference  to  the  question  of  speed. 
It  is  this  question  of  speed  which  I  wish 
the  Committee  to  have  foremost  in  its 
mind,  because,  after  all,  speed  is  the 
great  thing  that  we  have  to  consider. 
Now,  those  unacquainted  with  the  cost  of 
obtaining  speed  in  large  steamships  are 
very  apt  to  speak  casually  about  ships 
and  their  speed  of  14,  15,  or  16  knots  an 
hour  as  if  there  was  very  little  difference 
amongst  them.  There  is  nothing  more 
delusive  than  the  loose  way  in  which 
people  talk  on  this  subject.  I  cannot 
better  illustrate  my  point  in  this  respect 
than  in  giving  the  House  one  or  two 
figures  as  to  what  speed  means  and 
what  it  costs.  An  armoured  vessel  of 
10,000  tons  steaming  12  knots  an  hour 
will  probably  require  2,500  horse  power 
to  propel  it.  Baise  the  speed  up  to 
16  knots,  and  you  require  8,500  horse 
power,  and  if  you  want  to  get  one  knot 
more,  or  17  knots,  that  8,500  horsepower 


becomes  12,500.  Or  take  another  class 
of  vessel — the  lighter  class  of  vessel  calcu- 
lated to  steam  up  to  22  knots.  In  order  to 
obtain  18  knots  an  hour  you  will  require 
7,000  horse  power,  to  steam  20  knots 
10,000  horse  power;  but  to  increase 
that  20  to  22  knots  your  power  must  be 
raised  from  10,000  horse  to  19,000  horse 
power.  I  quote  these  figures  to  indicate 
to  the  Committee  that  there  is  an  im- 
mense difference  between  vessels  com- 
monly spoken  of  as  14  knots  and  the 
maximum  speed  of  vessels  of  the  class  we 
have  engaged.  The  Government  have 
taken  no  vessels  under  the  contract  they 
have  made  with  steam  shipowners  of  less 
speed  than  16  knots,  and  in  taking 
these  vessels  it  must  be  borne  in  mind 
that  we  have  the  advantage  of  having 
control  over  other  vessels  of  the  same 
fleet  without  charge.  These  vessels,  it  is 
true,  may  be  only  suitable  for  brans- 
port,  but  there  is  no  doubt  that  in  time 
of  war  the  rate  for  the  hire  of  trans- 
ports runs  up  very  much,  and  if  you 
can  secure  a  fixed  rate  in  time  of  peace, 
it  is  much  more  prudent  to  make  the 
bargain  than  to  put  it  off  until  the  out- 
break of  war.  I  do  not  claim  that  the 
rate  of  hire  is  unusually  low  by  reason  of 
the  annual  subvention.  We  have  paid 
for  the  vessels  probably  the  ordinary 
market  value  ;  but  looking  at  the 
vessels  we  have  obtained— looking  at 
the  high  speed  of  these  vessels,  and 
the  cost  of  that  speed,  I  think  we 
are  paying  a  very  reasonable  price  for 
the  ships.  We  have  by  these  contracts 
determined  the  rates  of  hire,  and  the 
rates  of  purchase  if  we  decide  to  buy  the 
vessels.  The  vessels  will  be  fitted  with 
gun  platforms  ;  the  gun  carriages  and 
guns  are  stored  where  the  ships  usually 
come  to  be  fitted ;  and  in  regard  to  most 
of  the  vessels  we  have  a  provision  that 
a  part  of  the  crew  shall  be  composed  of 
Naval  Eeserve  men.  That  is  an  im- 
portant point.  We  are  spending  a 
large  sum  of  money  annually  on  our 
Naval  Beserve,  and  I  look  upon  these 
vessels  as  Naval  Beserve  ships  in  full 
training.  Then  I  come  to  the  question 
of  pounds,  shillings,  and  pence.  After 
all  pounds,  shillings,  and  pence  is  a 
very  considerable  element,  and  I  must 
say  it  forms  a  point  of  view  from  which 
I  have  looked  at  this  subject.  The  sum 
for  which  we  obtain  1 0  ships  in  all  of  the 
high  speed  will  be  £50,000  per  annum 
— and  I  beg  to  say  that  my  hon.  and 
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gallant  Friend  has  placed  too  high  a 
figure  upon  the  number  of  these  ships 
which  are  likely  to  be  built.  Taking 
the  number  10,  I  am,  perhaps,  taking 
the  present  maximum  number  of  vessels 
of  this  rate  of  speed  which  our  ship- 
owners are  likely  to  produce.  I  do 
not  mean  to  say  that  these  10  vessels 
will  form  a  proper  substitute  for  10 
cruisers  ;  but  the  House  may  be  able  to 
form  some  estimate  of  the  comparative 
cost  of  the  10  vessels  which  will  always 
be  under  our  finger  and  thumb,  and 
always  ready  for  service  at  our  call. 
1 0  Naval  cruisers  of  the  high  speed  to 
which  I  refer  would  cost  something  like 
£1,500,000.  To  maintain  them  would 
cost  in  men,  victuals,  coals,  and  repairs, 
£150,000  annually.  The  interest  on 
money  invested  is  worth,  at  any  rate,  S 
per  cent  per  annum,  and  we  know  that 
our  war  snips  depreciate  at  the  rate  of 
at  least  6  per  cent  per  annum.  Interest 
and  depreciation  must  be  added  to  the 
£150,000,  which  brings  the  cost  of 
these  10  cruisers  of  high  speed  for  the 
protection  of  our  commerce  against  ex- 
temporized war  vessels  of  the  enemy  up 
to  something  like  £285,000  a-yoar,  and 
that  would  be  an  expenditure  going  on 
from  year  to  year.  Against  that  expen- 
diture the  subvention  to  10  merchant 
cruisers,  the  use  of  which  we  can  avail 
ourselves  of  whenever  we  want  them,  is 
only  something  like  £50,000  per  annum. 
It  therefore  appears  to  me  that  we  have 
effected  what  I  may  call  a  consider- 
able saving  by  the  proposed  arrange- 
ment. We  save  £235,000  a-year;  and, 
putting  the  matter  on  a  commercial 
basis,  we  are  considerable  gainers  by 
the  arrangements  made  for  the  hire  of 
these  vessels.  The  hon.  and  gallant 
Gentleman  has  ridiculed  the  idea  of  our 
influencing  the  type  of  ships  by  our 
subvention.  He  seems  to  think  that 
the  efficacy  of  our  Mercantile  Marine 
ought  not  to  be  kept  up  by  a  system  of 
this  kind,  and  that  subventions  will 
have  very  little  influence  on  the  manner 
in  which  ships  will  be  built.  In  re- 
ply to  the  hon.  and  gallant  Gentle- 
man, I  would  call  his  attention  to  this 
fact  that  we  have  by  this  subvention 
induced  one  of  the  larger  lines  trading 
with  New  York— namely,  the  White 
Star  Lino,  to  lay  down  two  vessels  of 
a  different  type  and  character  to  what 
they  would  have  laid  down  had  it  not 
been  for  this  subvention.     They  have 
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undertaken  iostead  of  building  ordinni 
merchant  Bhips,  with  machmeiy  uj 
boilers  exposed  to  the  enemy's  shot » 
shell,  to  build  two  veBsele  of  a  type  ip 
proved  by  our  naval  constructors.  Thes 
ships  will  have  engines,  boilera,  it 
steering  apparatus  below  water,  in 
will  be  propelled  by  twin  screws,  whic 
is  a  great  factor  of  safety  in  war  vesael 
We  have  succeeded  by  the  subsidy! 
bringing  about  the  building  of  these  ti 
vessels,  and  the  arrangement  will  can 
the  right  of  pre-emption  to  five  oth 
ships.  The  vessels  so  taken  can  attain 

freat  speed  and  have  wonderful  coal  e 
uranoe.  Those  of  the  White  Star  LL 
can  keep  the  sea  for  60  days  at  10  knoi 
and  those  we  have  taken  from  i 
Peninsular  and  Oriental  Company  a 
keep  the  sea  for  50  days.  These  are  e 
oeedingly  important  elements  regardii 
any  future  war  that  may  arise.  T1 
Admiralty  have  practically  taken  i 
every  British  ship  that  can  go  16  knc 
and  over.  I  do  not  think  that  can  I 
regarded  as  a  fiddling^  policy.  I  i 
gard  it  as  a  liberal  and  practical  pdlic 
Then  my  hon.  and  g^allant  Friend  b 
called  the  subvention  a  back  door  f 
preventing  the  buildings  of  adequate  ai 
sufficient  cruisers.  I  have  already  dea 
with  that  point.  I  assure  my  hon.  an 
gallant  Friend  these  vessels  will  be  re 
garded  as  a  supplementary  aid  to  ib 
Navy,  and  will  in  no  way  relieve  tl 
Board  of  Admiralty  of  the  responsibilil 
of  dealing  with  the  necessities  of  tt 
Navy  by  the  periodical  production  i 
suitable  naval  vessels.  Then  he  m 
our  policy  will  be  decided  by  the  polii 
of  private  shipowners.  It  is  quite  trai 
we  cannot  take  up  more  vessels  tbi 
private  shipowners  choose  to  build.  B 
if  we  take  up  the  fastest  ships  of  tl 
country,  we  certainly  shall  remove  the 
from  the  chance  of  falling  into  tl 
hands  of  a  country  hostile  to  us,  and 
this  extent  we  limit  the  namber  of  o 
own  cruisers  to  watch  the  enemj 
cruisers.  The  alternative  policy  su 
gested  by  my  right  hon.  and  galla 
Friend  was  that  we  should  arm  the 
ships  and  let  them  go  on  the  mail  route 
I  should  like  to  know  who  would  care 
go  in  an  armed  mail  cmisor,  or  wh 
sort  of  a  crew  we  should  have  to  put  < 
those  armed  mail  craiMrs.  Wa  ahov 
have  to  provide  war  ships  to  protect  t 
mail  vessels  so  armed.  1  think  the  alti 
native  proposal  of  my  hon.  and  galls 
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^  Friend  will  not  hold  water  alongside  the 
5  practical  policy  adopted  by  the  Govern- 
R     ment. 

1^  Sir  EDWARD  REED  (Cardiff) :  I 
e  do  not  propose  to  occupy  the  time  of  the 
t  Committe  more  than  a  minute,  but  I 
»  cannot  let  this  Vote  pass  without  a  word. 
r  It  cannot  be  doubted  for  a  moment  that 
*  the  possession  in  the  time  of  war  of  the 
f  fastest  cruisers  afloat  is  of  the  greatest 
r  moment  to  this  country,  and  I  am  bound 
r  to  say  that,  although  I  think  the  system 
which  has  been  adopted  by  the  Govern- 
ment admits  of  some  improvement,  they 
have  as  far  as  present  conditions  are  con- 
cerned secured  a  very  great  advantage 
for  tho  country.  It  cannot,  I  suppose, 
be  doubted  that  in  the  fast  mercantile 
steamers  we  get  pretty  nearly  all  that 
we  have  in  fast  unarmoured,  unpro- 
tected cruisers.  We  get  speed,  which 
we  want ;  we  get  a  larger  coal  endurance 
than  we  get  in  the  war  ship,  and,  there- 
fore, we  get  an  enormous  proportion  of 
what  we  secure  when  we  build  an  un- 
armed cruiser  ;  and  we  get  it,  as  I  think 
the  Admiralty  have  succeeded  in  getting 
it,  on  very  moderate  terms  indeed.  It 
may  be,  and  I  think  it  will  be  that  this 
subject  will  from  time  to  time  engage 
the  serious  attention  of  Parliament ;  and 
I  have  no  doubt  that  some  of  the  points 
raised  by  my  hon.  and  gallant  Friend 
opposite  (Captain  Colomb)  will  weigh 
with  the  Administrators  of  the  Navy  in 
the  future.  I  am  glad  the  Government 
have  taken  the  course  they  have  taken. 
I  say  this  for  the  reason  that  it  so 
happens  that  on  several  occasions,  when 
this  country  has  been  likely  to  enter 
upon  war,  I  have  myself  been 
pressed,  both  directl}'  and  indirectly, 
to  secure  for  foreign  Powers  some  of 
our  fastest  mercantile  vessels.  I  am 
glad  I  have  never  been  associated 
with  such  a  transaction.  I  know  that 
great  pressure  of  a  similar  kind  has 
been  brought  to  bear  upon  several 
individuals.  With  regard  to  putting 
penalties  on  shipowners  if  they  allowed 
their  vessels  to  pass  into  hostile  hands 
in  time  of  war,  let  me  point  out  that  it 
would  be  a  very  difficult  matter  indeed 
to  frame  an  Act  of  Parliament  to  ac- 
complish such  an  object,  because  the 
offer  would  never  come  directly  from  the 
Power  which  wanted  the  ship.  The  offer 
always  comes  through  an  indireot  chan- 
nel, and  it  would  be  impossible  for  Par- 
liament to  put  a  shipowner  under  Statu- 


tory obligations  not  to  sell  one  of  his 
own  ships  for  his  own  advantage.  I 
feel  unable  to  support  the  Motion  of 
my  hon.  and  gallant  Friend  (Captain 
Colomb),  and  I  am  very  pleased  indeed 
to  have  to  congratulate  the  country  on 
having  secured  tho  right  of  availing 
itself  in  case  of  emergency  of  these  fast 
vessels. 

Captain  COLOMB :  I  have  no  wish 
to  delay  Supply;  but  I  am  perfectly 
certain  that  when  hon.  Members  come  to 
consider  the  speech  of  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty 
(Mr.  Forwood)  they  will  arrive  at  the 
conclusion  that  it  is  a  very  strong  speech 
on  my  side.  It  is  well  to  bear  in  mind 
that  these  10  merchant  steamers  have 
to  protect  80,000  miles  of  trade  lines ; 
8,000  miles  of  trade  line  have  to  be 
covered  by  each  of  these  ships.  Then 
the  hon.  Gentleman  said  that  they  were 
to  act  as  scouts  to  the  Fleet.  How  can 
they  do  both  ? 

Mr.  forwood  :  I  never  said  that 
these  10  steamers  had  to  protect  80,000 
miles  of  trade  routes.  All  I  said  was 
that  they  would  act  as  supplementary  to 
naval  forces. 

Captain  COLOMB  :  I  understood  the 
hon.  Gentleman  to  say  they  were  to 
watch  the  trade  routes.  There  are  up- 
wards of  80,000  miles  of  trade  routes 
counting  all  the  trunk  lines.  These  10 
vessels  are  always  to  be  at  our  com- 
mand, and  by  the  alternate  proposal 
all  the  mail  vessels  would  be  at  our 
command.  The  hon.  Gentleman  has 
asked  what  sort  of  passengers  would 
agree  to  go  in  armed  cruisers?  I  put  it  to 
the  hon.  Gentleman  whether,  if  he  were 
coming  from  Bombay  in  time  of  war, 
he  would  not  prefer  to  sail  in  a  17 -knot 
armed  cruisei  rather  than  in  a  14-knot 
unarmed  vessel?  I  am  sure  that  the 
more  you  investigate  the  matter  the 
more  you  will  find  the  arguments  of  the 
hon.  Gentleman  go  a  long  way  to  es- 
tablish my  case.  I  beg  to  withdraw  my 
Motion. 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdraxon. 

Original  Question  again  proposed. 

Mr.  SHAW  LEFEVRE  (Bradford, 
Central) :  I  should  like  to  make  a  sug- 
gestion to  the  Gt)vemment  with  the  view 
of  facilitating  the  course  of  Business.  I 
know  that  the  Government  are  anxious 
to  get  all  the  Estimates  to-day  with  the 
view  of  saving  a  day.    I  think  that 


1599 


Supply — 


{COMMONS} 


Navy  JEkiimaieM. 


'M 


might  be  effected  if  they  would  under- 
take to  put  the  Report  of  the  Army  and 
Navy  Estimates  down  first  for  to-morrow. 
I  think  that  upon  that  understanding 
there  would  be  no  difficulty  in  obtaining 
the  remaining  Votes  for  the  Army  and 
Navy  to-day. 

The  first  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith)  (Strand, 
"Westminster) :  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man was  good  enough  to  make  the  sug- 
gestion to  me  a  few  moments  ago,  and 
after  conferring  with  the  noble  Lord  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  (Lord 
George  Hamilton),  and  my  right  hon. 
Friend  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
(Mr.  E.  Stanhope),  I  have  no  hesitation, 
if  it  is  the  wish  of  the  House  to  agree 
to  all  the  remaining  Votes  in  the  Army 
and  Navy  Estimates  to-day,  in  putting 
the  Report  of  Supply  —  that  is,  the 
Supply  of  this  day — down  on  the  Paper 
first  to-morrow,  so  as  to  admit  of  any 
discussion  which  it  may  be  thought 
necessary  to  raise.  I  venture,  under 
these  circumstances,  to  appeal  to  my 
hon.  Friends  behind  me,  who  may  have 
questions  to  raise  deeply  affecting  them 
and  their  constituents,  to  be  content  to 
accept  the  engagement  I  am  now  pre- 
pared to  enter  into — that  is,  to  allow  all 
the  Votes  to  go  through  this  afternoon, 
and  to  take  any  discussion  upon  them 
to-morrow.  I  do  not  say  this  at  all  on 
the  ground  that  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  Central  Bradford 
(Mr.  Shaw  Lefevre)  suggested — namely, 
that  it  is  for  the  convenience  of  the  Go- 
vernment. The  Government  must  be 
content  to  do  their  work  ;  but  I  believe 
the  House  is  weary  and  exhausted  by 
the  protracted  Session,  and  the  oppor- 
tunity of  saving  a  day  is  undoubtedly 
an  opportunity  which  the  Government 
ought  to  avail  themselves  of. 

Geneeal  Sir  GEORGE  BALFOUR 
(Kincardine) :  In  case  the  arrangement 
suggested  is  adopted,  will  the  Indian 
Budget  be  taken  on  Friday  ? 

Mr.  W.  H.  SMITH:  Under  such 
circumstances  the  Indian  Budget  will 
not  be  taken  to-morrow,  but  on  Friday. 

Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to, 

(3.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  pro- 
posed, 

"That  a  sum  not  exceeding  £211,300,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty  to  dofray  the  Expenses 
of  the  Admiralty  (.)ffice,  which  will  come  in 
course  of  payment  during  the  vear  ondini''  on 
the  3l8t  day  of  ^farch  18S8." 

Mr,  Shaw  Lefevre 


Mb.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR  (Dow- 
gal,  E) :  I  desire  to  ask  the  right  hon 
Gentleman  the  First  Liord  of  the  Tm- 
Bury  (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith)  whether  hi 
can  inform  the  House  as  to  the  cooni 
of  the  delay  in  the  publication  of  thi 
Report  of  the  Royal  Uommission  as  fi 
as  it  relates  to  the  War  and  Admirslr 
OfEces.  The  Report  has,  I  helierc 
been  sent  to  the  printers,  or  has,  at  in; 
rate,  been  drawn  up  for  some  time,  an 
it  would  certainly  have  been  of  gra 
convenience  to  the  Committee  if  the 
had  had  the  Report  in  their  hands  whe 
the  War  Office  Vote  came  on. 

The  first  LORD  of  the  ADMl 
RALTY  (Lord  George  Hamilton)  (Mid 
dlesex,  Ealing) :  I  am  afraid  I  cannc 
answer  the  hon.  Gentleman's  questioi 
The  hon.  Gentleman  will  remember  thi 
I  stated  to  him  in  answer  to  a  questio 
put  some  time  back,  that  I  was  anxioaal 
awaiting  the  Report ;  because  until  v 
have  got  it,  it  is  impossible  for  us  to  tal 
any  step  in  the  direction  of  reducing  th 
Admiralty  staff.  I  understand  the  B< 
port  has  been  assented  to  and  sentt 
the  printers.  Perhaps  I  may  allade  t 
another  subject  in  whichy  I  believe,  tfa 
hon.  Gentleman  is  interested,  and  thi 
has  reference  to  contracts.  We  hav 
practically  assented,  with  one  ezceptioE 
to  the  recommendations  of  the  Gontrac 
Committee.  I  dare  say  it  will  mestth 
views  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  that  w 
should  lay  on  the  Table  of  the  Home 
Paper  showing  the  manner  in  which  i 
propose  to  give  effect  to  the  Sepoit,  i 
that  hereafter  if  the  arrangements  d 
not  meet  with  the  approval  of  the  Houi 
ho  will  be  able  to  raise  a  discuBsion  upo 
the  matter. 

Sir  GEORGE  OAMPBELL  (Kirl 
caldy,  &c.):  In  view  of  the  anang^ 
ment  which  seems  to  have  been  aiTt?e 
at  in  respect  of  the  taking  of  all  tli 
Votes  to-day,  I  should  like  to  ask  whi 
is  to  bo  done  with  the  Scotch  Tedmio 
Education  Bill  ? 

Tub  first  LORD  of  thb  TBK^ 
SURY  (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith)  (Stranc 
Westminster) :  I  suppose  we  shall  fo 
low  the  usual  course,  and  that  is  to  tak 
the  Business  as  it  stands  on  the  Pape: 

Mb.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOE:  Tl 
reason  why  I  was  anzions  to  obtain  ii 
formation  as  regards  the  publication  < 
the  Report  on  the  Royal  dommission  ii 
that  without,  indeed,  diyulging  an 
secret,  I  may  say  as  an  ex-member  < 
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the  Hojal  Commission,  that  we  received 
evidence  of  a  very  explicit  and  positive 
kind  that  the  Admiralty  Authorities  see 
their  way  to  making  a  very  great  re- 
duction in  this  Vote  which  is  now  before 
the  Committee,  especially  in  connection 
with  the  Department  of  the  Accountant 
General.  Under  these  circumstances,  I 
think  it  would  not  be  too  muuh  to  ask 
the  noble  Lord  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty  in  charge  of  the  Vote  if  he 
will  now  state  shortly  to  the  Committee 
what  the  amount  of  the  reduction  is 
expected  to  be,  and  whether  it  is  to  be 
carried  into  effect  during  the  course  of 
the  present  financial  year  ? 

Lord  GEORGE  HAMILTON :  I  shall 
l)e  happy  to  comply  with  the  request 
made  to  me  by  the  hon.  Gentleman. 
Last  year,  in  going  through  these  Votes, 
I  felt  it  my  duty  to  counter-balance 
certain  apparent  increases  by  reductions 
in  other  establishments.  The  officials 
informed  me  that  the  Department  which 
was  capable  of  the  largest  reduction 
was  that  of  the  Accountant  General. 
I  have  felt  unable  to  take  any  action  on 
my  own  initiative  in  the  direction  of 
reduction  until  the  Commission,  of  which 
the  hon.  Gentleman  was  a  Member, 
made  their  Report,  as  they  gave  their 
special  attention  to  this  subject.  But  I 
appointed  a  small  Committee  to  investi- 
gate the  work  done  by  the  different 
Departments,  for  the  purpose  of  ob- 
taining additional  information  enabling 
us  to  take  action  as  soon  as  we  got  the 
Report  of  the  Royal  Commission.  I 
cannot  state  in  what  direction  that  Report 
will  go ;  but,  assuming  it  will  fall  in  with 
the  views  which  the  Board  have  formed, 
we  hope  to  be  able  to  effect  very  con- 
eiderable  reductions  in  the  Admiralty. 
The  reductions  which  should  take  place 
would  be  among  the  clerks  of  the 
higher  division  ;  but  unless  the  Treasury 
will  allow  us  to  retire  these  clerks  it  will 
be  almost  impossible  to  effect  the  reduc- 
tion. We  had  some  communication 
with  the  Treasury  some  time  back,  and 
we  were  unable  to  come  to  a  decision  in 
the  absence  of  the  Report  of  the  Royal 
Commission.  I  will  undertake  between 
now  and  next  year  that  we  will  do  our 
best  to  give  effect  to  our  views,  and  to 
those  of  the  Royal  Commission,  and  I 
think  we  ought  to  be  able  to  effect  con- 
siderable reductions.  I  will  also  under- 
take to  lay  on  the  Table  a  Paper  show- 
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ing  the  principles  regulating  the  reduc- 
tions. 

General  Sir  GEORGE  BALFOUR 
(Kincardine) :  Will  the  noble  Lord  say 
what  has  been  done  with  regard  to  the 
Navy  taking  over  the  responsibility  of 
their  own  armaments  ? 

Lord  GEORGE  HAMILTON:  We 
have  made  no  final  arrangement  for 
guns  this  year;  but  we  have  entered 
into  a  preliminary  arrangement  which  I 
hope  will  ultimately  facilitate  the  taking 
over  by  the  Navy  of  their  own  guns. 
There  are  a  number  of  questions  con- 
nected with  the  testing  and  steeling 
of  guns  which  must  be  settled  before 
the  Admiralty  can  undertake  the  respon- 
sibility of  providing  their  own  arma- 
ments. 

Dr.  TANNER  (Cork  Co.,  Mid) :  Mr. 
Courtney,  as  economy  is  one  of  the  cries 
of  the  day,  I  rise  now  for  the  purpose 
of  expressing  myself  definitely  about  a 
8peci6c  object  in  connection  with  re- 
trenchment. There  are  sinecures  in 
connection  with  the  Admiralty  OIHces 
which  appear  upon  this  Vote.  We  have 
all,  no  doubt,  seen  among  the  admirable 
sketches  made  by  the  late  lamented 
John  Leeoh  the  picture  of  a  footman,  in 
regard  to  whom  the  question  was  whe- 
ther he  was  engaged  for  use  or  for  orna- 
ment. Certainly,  there  appears  to  be 
one  item  under  the  Sub-Head ''  Salaries, 
Wages,  and  Allowances"  which  might  bo 
very  properly  struck  out.  Now,  I  do 
not  like  to  say  anything  about  any  hon. 
Member  in  his  absence ;  and,  therefore,  I 
am  glad  to  see  the  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Civil  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  (Mr.  Ash- 
mead-Bartlett)  in  his  place  to-day.  I 
do  not  see  that  there  is  any  necessity 
whatsoever  for  the  continuance  of  the 
Office  of  Civil  Lord  of  the  Admiralty, 
and  therefore  I  suggest  that  the  Office 
should  cease  to  exist.  I  do  not  see  that 
there  is  really  any  need  of  the  Office  at 
all.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  has  lately  had  a  Parliamen- 
tary Under  Secretary  —  [Cr*V«  of 
** Order!"]  I  am  merely  drawing  au 
analogy  between  the  different  Offices. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Se- 
cretary for  Lreland  has  great  functions 
to  perform  in  and  outside  the  House, 
and  he  has  appointed  a  Parliamentary 
assistant.  Now,  the  noble  Lord  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  has  not  only 
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r.iicaB:istaDl,but,asweIiaTe8eenta-da7,  ornament,  well   and  good;  let  him 

lio  lias  two.     I  have  not  yet  heard  the  paid  as  an  ornamental  adjunct  to 

hoD.  Gentleman  the  Civil  Lord  of  the  Admiralty.     If  he  is  engaged  for  di 

Admiralty  (Mr.  Ashmead-Bartlett)  take  want  to  know  what  his  use  his?    I 

anypartin  a  discussion  whataoBTer,  and,  to  move  the  redaction  of  the  Vote 

indeed,  only  on  two  occasions  during  the  £l,U0O,  being  the    salary   of   the  I 

past  two  years  has  the  hon.  Slember  for  Qeatleman  (Sir.  Aahmead-Bartlett'. 

the  Ecdesall  Division  ot  Sheffield  (Mr.  jjg,;^,^  ^^^     ^^^  Queatioa  prow 

.Vshmead-Bartlett,  spoken  in  thia  House  „  ^hat  Item   A-Salaries-be  r^ 

uimn   Admiralty   matters.     If  there   is  by  £1,000."— f-D/-.  Tanntr.) 

Hnyth.n?  to  do  m  connection  w.th  the  '^       QEORQE    HAMILTOV-  ' 

Umce,  It  certninly  must  be  of  a  most  .          ^     ,,  """.-'    ^^^-.^^jau-i  . 

diminutive  and  micto.mpiesl  character.  ^'>'';  S^'Sf"*"  ?■'  "™'¥'  '?' 

If  the  Civil  lerd  of  ll,7Adn,i,.ll,  ha.  S'4?'„?r.°SL»°' °.5'™°?f; 
nothing  to  do,  why  not  at  once  effect  a 
raving,  and  get  rid  of  him  altogether  ? 
We  hoar  about  subordinate  clerks  being 
cut  down,  and  about  Dockyard  hands 
being  discharged,  why  not  get  rid  of  the 


Civil  Lord  ?    I  am  sure  the  hon.  Gentle- 

man  (Mr.  Ashmead-Bartlett)  will  under- 
stand that  I  am  doing  this  in  a  plain, 
straightforward,  and  open  way — indeed, 
I  never  attack  anyone  behind  hie  back. 
When  the  rage  for  economy  exists  even 
in  the  minds  of  some  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite,  and  notably  in  the  mind  of  the 
noble  Lord  the  Member  for  South  Pad. 
dington  (Lord  Randolph  Churchill)— 
who,  unfortunately,  is  not  here  to-day— 
I  call  upon  Her  Majesty's  Government 
and  upon  the  Committee  to  take  a  firm 
stand  and  strike  off  this  sinecure  Office 
of  Civil  Lord.  It  is  very  hard  that  whilo 
the  working  men  are  being  discharged 
from  our  Dockyards  hon.  Members  who 
bare  nothing  to  do  but  answer  one  or  two 
Questions  in  the  year  should  enjoy  large 
sinecures.  I  shall  move  the  reduction 
of  the  Vote  as  eoou  as  I  have  finished  ; 
but  I  want  to  call  tho  attention  of  the 
Committee  to  the  fact  that,  although  the 
Civil  Lord  of  tho  Admiralty  has  nothing 
to  do,  be  is  allowed  an  allowance  of  £50 
«-year  for  a  private  secretary  to  assist 
him  in  doing  nothing.  It  must  be  con- 
ceded that  this  is  a  flagrant  and  gross 
abuse,  and  that  the  sooner  it  is  swept 
away  tho  bettor— tho  sooner  there  is  a 
clean  sweep  made  through  those  Augean 
stables  of  Admiralty  finance  the  beltar. 
Mr.  Courtney,  I  have  no  wish  to  take 
up  tho  time  of  tlio  Committee  unneces- 
sarily; all  I  wish  t>  do  is  to  put  the 
matter  in  a  plain  and  fitraightforward 
way.  I  waut  to  receive  some  informa- 
tion as  to  the  duties  the  hou.  Gentleman 
tho  Civil  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  per- 
forms. I  want  to  know  why  he  is  em- 
ployed at  all?  It  he  i,i  engaged  for 
Jjr,   Tanuer 


I.  Friend  the  Civil  Lord  of  the  ki 
ralty  (Mr.  Ashmead-Bartlett)  has 
thing  to  do,  and  he  has  arrived  at  i 
conrlusion  from  the  fact  that  my  I 
Friend  has  only  spoken  twice  in 
House  upon  Admiralty  matten. 
hon.  Gentleman  seems  to  imagme  I 
the  number  ot  times  a  Member  sm 
in  this  Honse  is  an  accurate  ga 
of  the  official  duties  be  is  ca 
upon  to  perform.  That  is  an  < 
gether  fallacious  test.  It  not  ud 
quenUy  happens  that  those  offlciaU  i 
speak  least  do  most  work.  The  C 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty  has  very 
portant  tanctions  to  perform.  In 
first  place,  my  hon.  Friend  (Mr.i 
mead- Bar tlett)  is  personally  responii 
for  one  of  the  largest  Votes  of  the  N 
— the  Vote  for  Buildings.  He  hu 
watch  over  the  expenditure  connec 
with  naval  buildings,  and  he  is  ren 
sible  for  the  Estimate  that  is  laid  bel 
Parliament.  In  the  next  place, 
hon.  Friend  has  personally  to  super 
the  innumerable  transactions  which  t 
place  in  reference  to  the  Oreenw 
Hospital  Schools  and  other  establi 
mence,  and  this  entails  a  oonsiden 
amount  of  work.  The  last,  and  perh 
the  most  important,  of  my  hon.  Fries 
duties  is  that  he  is  responsible  for 
questions  relating  to  pay,  pensions,  i 
superannuations.  I  assure  the  h 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Mid  C( 
that,  BO  far  from  having  nothing  to  i 
my  hon.  Friend  baa  a  great  deal  mi 
work  than  the  average  amount  of  w( 
which  foils  to  a  Pariiamentary  offid 
Woll,  naturally,  baviog  this  work, 
requires  a  secretary  to  assist  him  in 
and  the  remuneration  his  secretary  g 
is  £1  per  week.  I  think  hon.  Qsnl 
men  will  admit  that  is  a  very  moder 
allowance,  and  that  it  is  certainly  not 
excess  of  the  work  the  seoretaiy  has 
discharge.     The   hon.    Cfentleman  1 
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Member  for  Mid  Cork  has  said  that 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  has 
two  secretaries.  That  is  true ;  but 
they  do  not  perform  work  which 
ordinarily  devolves  upon  private  secre- 
taries. There  is  an  office  in  which 
Admiralty  business  is  transacted,  and 
my  Hon.  Friends  are  responsible  for  the 
proper  conduct  of  the  business  of  that 
office.  I  am  quite  as  much  in  favour  of 
abolishing  sinecures  as  anybody,  and  if 
the  hon.  Gentleman  will  show  me  that  a 
sinecure  really  exists  he  will  find  the 
present  Board  of  Admiralty  quite  ready 
to  grapple  with  it. 

Mr.  sexton  (Belfast,  W.) :  Of 
course  we  are  willing  to  take  the  state- 
ment of  the  noble  Lord  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Admiralty  as  to  the  duties  per- 
formed by  the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Civil 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty.  But  we  notice 
as  a  peculiar  fact  that,  while  it  appears 
it  is  usually  the  duty  of  Ministers  of 
the  Crown  to  deal  with  the  matters  of 
their  own  Departments  in  debate,  the 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  the 
Ecclesall  Division  of  Sheffield  (Mr. 
Ashmead-Bartlett)  has,  since  his  as- 
sumption of  Office,  been  restrained  from 
taking  pait  in  debate,  or,  at  any  rate, 
he  has  not  been  since  his  assumption 
privileged  in  any  debate  to  explain  any 
of  the  numerous  and  important  matters 
concerning  the  Department  of  the  Ad- 
miralty. So  far  as  we  can  discover,  the 
public  services  which  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  the  Ecclesall 
Division  of  Sheffield  performs  are  those 
of  an  election  agent.  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man does  not  often  speak  in  the  House, 
but  he  speaks  very  frequently  in  the 
country.  I  have  paid  some  attention  to 
his  speeches  in  the  country,  and  I  find 
that  they  principally  consist  of  ima- 
ginary attacks  on  the  Irish  people,  and 
assaults  upon  the  character  and  method 
of  procedure  of  some  of  the  Irish  Mem- 
bers. These  attacks  and  assaults  he 
would  not  dare  to  utter  in  the  presence 
of  the  hon.  Members  concerned.  If 
services  of  this  kind  are  to  be  performed, 
the  people  who  consider  them  services 
ought  to  pay  for  them.  I  certainly  ob- 
ject to  services  of  this  description  being 
paid  for  out  of  the  public  Exchequer. 

Mr.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR  :  I  do 
not  know  whether  my  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  Mid  Cork  (Dr.  Tanner) 
proposes  to  proceed  to  a  Division ;  but  I 
trust  he  does  net.     I  am  bound  to  say 


that  I  do  not  admire  the  administration 
of  the  present  Advisers  of  Her  Ma- 
jesty in  most  things;  but  I  think  the 
investment  of  this  £1,000  as  salary  for 
the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Civil  Lord  of 
the  Admiralty,  who  used  to  represent 
the  borough  of  Eye,  and  of  whose  per- 
formances in  former  years  we  have  a 
lively  recollection,  is  a  very  good  invest- 
ment indeed  if  silence  on  his  part  is  one 
of  the  conditions  of  his  appointment. 
Certainly,  if  silence  is  a  condition,  it  is 
a  very  reasonable  one,  and  has  been  very 
faithfully  observed.  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances, I  do  not  think  the  House  has 
very  much  reason  to  complain  of  £  1 ,000 
being  paid  to  the  hon.  Gentleman. 

Dr.  TANNER  :  I  think  the  time  has 
come  when  an  end  should  be  put  to 
these  sinecures,  and  as  long  as  I  remain 
in  this  House  I  shall  do  my  utmost  to 
cut  them  away.  In  doing  so  I  know 
I  shall  be  following  in  the  footsteps  of 
really  good  economists  on  this  side  of 
the  House.  I  look  at  this  matter  in  a 
veiy  much  more  serious  light  than 
many  hon.  Members,  and  I  maintain 
that  the  Office  of  Civil  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty  is  absolutely  a  sinecure.  Of 
course,  the  noble  Lord  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Admiralty  could  do  nothing  else 
but  what  he  has  done — namely,  stand 
up  for  his  Friends  and  Colleagues.  I 
receive  every  suggestion  made  by  the 
noble  Lord  with  respect;  but  I  know 
that  some  points  cannot  bo  explained 
away.  Take  the  case  of  the  Green- 
wich Hospital.  Now,  the  administra- 
tion of  Greenwich  Hospital  is  amply 
provided  for  out  of  the  funds.  The 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Civil  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty  is  really  a  Parliamentary 
appendage— a  sort  of  Parliamentary 
frontispiece  for  a  portion  of  the  Ad- 
miralty Department.  He  was  at  one 
time  one  of  the  most  valuable  and  con- 
stant speakers  in  this  House;  now  he 
is  one  of  the  most  silent  Members. 
What  is  the  use.  in  the  name  of  com- 
mon sense,  of  retaining  his  Office,  which 
is  unquestionably  a  sinecure?  I  must 
— to  use  a  nautical  phrase— nail  my 
colours  to  the  mast,  and  protest  em- 
phatically against  this  needless  and  un- 
necessary expenditure. 

Sir  EDWARD  REED  (Cardiff):  I 
hope  the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  Mid  Cork  will  not  take  a  Division  on 
this  question.  Of  course,  I  am  in  no  posi- 
tion to  say  anything  about  the  manner 
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in  which  the  hon.  Gentleman  the  present 
Civil  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  (Mr.  Ash- 
mead-Bartlett)  performs  his  duty;  but 
I  am  in  a  position  to  say,  from  a  very 
considerable  experience  of  the  duties 
which  ordinarily  fall  to  the  Civil  Lord, 
that  those  duties  are  onerous  and  im- 
portant. Some  of  the  most  distin- 
guished men  in  this  House  have,  in  the 
capacity  of  Civil  Lord  of  the  Admiralty, 
porformed  public  duties  forthe  first  time. 
It  is  a  mistake  for  the  hon.  Member  for 
Mid  Cork  to  suppose  that  the  Office  is  at 
all  a  sinecure ;  the  Civil  Lord  of  the  Ad- 
miralty has  a  great  deal  of  work  to  do. 
If  the  appointment  of  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man (Mr.  Ashmead-Bartlett)  has  had 
the  effect  of  securing  liis  silence  in  this 
House,  while  allowing  him  to  display 
his  eloquence  elsewhere,  I  think  it  is  a 
very  desirable  appointment ;  and  to 
abolish  the  office  of  Civil  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty  would,  I  think,  be  a  very 
un^^ise  stei) 

Mr.  sexton  :  The  speech  of  the 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Car- 
diff (Sir  Edward  Eeed)  has  undoubtedly 
converted  me.  There  is  no  doubt  it  is 
a  great  public  gain  that  the  eloquence 
of  the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
the  Ecclesall  Division  of  Sheffield 
(Mr.  Ashmead-Bartlett)  should  be  dis- 
played on  any  other  platform  than  that 
of  the  House  of  Commons. 

Dr.  tanner  :  Of  course,  after  the 
appeal  made  to  me  by  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  Cardiff  and  other 
hon.  Friends  I  really  can  no  longer  per- 
sist in  my  opposition. 

Motion,  by  leave,  wVli'lrawn, 

Original  Question  again  proposed. 

Mr.  ARTHUE  O'CONNOR :  I  bog 
leave  to  refer  to  the  question  I  jmt  a 
few  moments  ago  with  regard  to  the 
establishment  of  the  Admiralty  Depart- 
ment, and  which  the  noble  Lord  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  (Lord 
George  Hamilton)  very  courteously 
answered.  The  noble  Lord  admits  that 
very  considerable  reduction  is  to  be 
made ;  but  he  says  that,  on  the  other 
hand,  there  will  be  an  increase  on  the 
Pension  Vote.  I  think  the  Government 
ought  to  very  seriously  consider  the  mat- 
ter before  committing  themselves  to  any 
particular  lino  of  action.  At  the  last 
re-organization  of  the  Admiralty  Depart- 
ment an  enormous  amount  of  money 
was    wasted    on     pensions,  just   as    a 

Sir  Edward  Reed 


large  amount  was  wasted  at  the  la= 
re- organization  of  the  War  Office.  Mei 
were  pensioned  who  ought  never  to  har 
been  pensioned  ;  and  the  Pension  List  c 
every  branch  of  the  Service— Naval 
Military,  and  Civil — has  grown  to  di 
mensions  never  before  contemplated 
We  are  about  to  take  another  step  ii 
the  matter  of  re-organization,  and  w 
learn  from  the  noble  Lord  tliat  it  i 
contemplated  to  make  further  addition 
to  the  Pension  List.  I  wish  to  put  in 
at  the  earliest  moment,  mj  prote« 
against  such  a  policy.  1  do  not  bolier 
it  is  at  all  necessary ;  and  I  think  i 
might  easily  be  avoided.  Some  tim 
ago  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chan 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer  (Mr.  Goschen^ 
in  replying  to  a  query  addressed  to  hie 
by  myself,  recognized  the  expediency  o 
utilizing,  as  far  as  possible,  the  service 
of  men  not  required  in  the  particula 
posts  in  the  Oivil  Service  they  hav 
hitherto  filled  in  other  Departments, 
put  it  to  the  noble  Lord  the  First  Lor 
of  the  Admiralty,  whether  it  would  no 
bo  perfectly  practicable,  in  the  case  o 
the  Admiralty  Department,  instead  o 
putting  men  in  the  prime  of  life,  mani 
of  them  perfectly  efficient,  and  good  foi 
many  years'  service  still,  on  the  Pensioi 
List,  where  they  will  have  inadeqaatf 
incomes  compared  with  what  they  hare 
had  hitherto,  and  will  have  no  chance  ol 
starting  another  career — I  put  it  to  hin 
whether  it  would  not  be  better  tc 
utilize  these  men  in  some  other  brand 
of  the  Public  Service  ?  With  regard  t( 
the  Accountant  General's  branch  of  the 
Admiralty,  it  is  clear  you  have  a  dapll 
cation  of  work  on  a  grand  and  perfectlj 
unjustifiable  scale.  You  have  the  ac 
counts  of  the  Admiralty  audited  by  the 
Accountant  General's  branch,  ana  yoi 
have  also  a  large  establishment  of  De 
partmental  auditors  going  over  the  sam< 
ground.  I  freely  admit  it  is  necessar] 
you  should  have  something  like  an  audil 
branch  within  the  Admiralty  itself  foi 
Departmental  purposes ;  but  you  do  nol 
want  that  audit  branch  for  any  othei 
reason  than  keeping  the  Minister  in- 
formed, and  keeping  all  his  subordi- 
nates in  charge  of  divisions  informed,  oi 
the  manner  in  which  the  Votes  are  being 
run  off  in  the  course  of  the  fin^nmal 
year.  But  if  you  have  an  audit  branch 
sufficiently  large  for  the  purpose  of  the 
Department,  you  do  not  want  an  enor« 
mous  staff  of  auditors  such  as  that  which 
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now  composes  tho  Department  of  the 
Accountant  General.  Surely  the  men 
employed  in  tho  Departmental  audit 
branch  could  be  utilized  in  the  OfRco  of 
the  Accountant  General,  where  they 
could  do  precisely  the  work  they  are 
doing  now.  I  offer  that  as  a  suggestion, 
and  I  hope  it  may  be  practicable  for  the 
noble  Lord  to  find  the  means  of  avoid- 
ing unnecessary  increases  of  the  Pension 
List. 

Lord  GEORGE  HAMILTON :  I  am 
glad  to  have  listened  to  the  i^emarks  of 
the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
East  Donegal  (Mr.  Arthur  O'Connor), 
because  they  are  precisely  in  tho  direc- 
tion we  are  going.  I  have  already 
given  orders  under  which  the  Comp- 
troller and  Auditor  General  will  audit 
the  store  account  of  the  Dockyards.  We 
propose  to  dispense,  as  far  as  we  can, 
with  the  Departmental  audit.  The 
accounts  will  go  to  the  Comptroller 
and  Auditor  General,  and  there  will  be 
the  greatest  inducement  to  the  officials 
of  the  Admiralty  to  see  that  their  ac- 
counts are  perfectly  accurate.  We  be- 
lieve that  by  this  system  we  shall  get 
rid  of  the  duplication  of  work  to  which 
the  hon.  Gentleman  has  called  attention, 
and  that  .we  shall  have  a  much  more 
rapid  and  satisfactory  system  of  account- 
ing in  the  Departments. 

Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to, 

(4.)  £204,900,  for  the  Coast  Guard 
Service  and  Royal  Naval  Reserves,  &c. 

Dr.  tanner  (Cork  Co.,  Mid) :  Per- 
haps the  noble  Lord  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Admiralty  (Lord  George  Hamilton) 
will  be  able  now  to  give  us  some  infor- 
mation on  various  points  upon  which, 
during  the  Session,  I  have  endeavoured 
to  obtain  enlightenment,  but  with  a 
complete  want  of  success.  I,  for  one, 
do  not  like  to  say  anything  against  the 
Coast  Guards.  The  Coast  Guard  Ser- 
vice is  an  excellent  one,  and  I  have 
often  had  opportunities  of  visiting  the 
various  stations — notably  those  on  the 
Coast  of  Ireland— and  I  can  truly  say 
that  tho  exemplary  way  in  which  the 
men  behave  themselves  is  worthy  of  all 
commendation  and  praise.  But  there 
are  some  few  points  in  connection  with 
the  administration  of  the  Service  which 
demand  some  attention.  During  the 
course  of  last  year  I  considered  it  a  por- 
tion of  my  public  duty  to  call  attention 


to  the  existence  of  a  very  grave  state  of 
affairs  at  the  Coast  Guard  Station  at 
Rocket  Point  at  the  entrance  to  the  Cove 
of  Cork.  I  put  Questions  to  the  Govern- 
ment upon  three  different  occasions  with 
the  object  of  remedying  grievances  which 
were  borne  witness  to  by  the  Coast 
Guards  at  this  station,  and  grievances 
which  were  also  testified  to  by  naval 
officers  stationed  at  Queenstown.  Of 
course,  I  could  not  expect  the  noble  Lord 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  to  take 
notice  of  any  representations  I — a  Na- 
tionalist Member — make  ;  but  I  could 
not  help  believing  that  the  noble  Lord 
would  look  into  the  matter,  or  direct  in- 
quiries to  be  made,  in  face  of  the  fact 
that  the  men  at  the  station  were  practi- 
cally moving  in  the  matter.  Now,  Sir, 
what  are  the  facts  concerning  this  sta- 
tion ?  The  Coast  Guard  Station  at 
Rocket  Point  is  inhabited  by  51  persons. 
The  Committee  will  see  that  the  station, 
therefore,  is  one  of  paramount  impor- 
tance. It  is  a  station  at  the  entrance  of 
our  harbour,  a  harbour  which  is  ad- 
mitted by  all  authorities  to  be  one  of 
the  finest,  not  only  in  Europe,  but  in  the 
world.  I  am  told  that  it  is  hardly  inferior 
to  the  harbour  of  Rio  Janeiro.  A  vast 
number  of  ships  enter  our  port,  and  in 
consequence  of  this  fact  it  becomes  of 
paramount  necessity  that  a  large  Coast 
Guard  Service  should  be  kept  up  in  and 
about  the  station.  There  happens  also 
to  be  another  station  at  Crosshaven. 
Now,  the  Coast  Guards  at  Rocket  Point 
have  no  supply  of  water  at  all ;  and  these 
men,  who  are  placed  upon  this  peninsular 
at  the  entrance  to  the  Cork  Harbour  for 
the  purpose,  I  presume,  of  visiting  ships 
which  pass  either  in  or  out  of  the  pore, 
and  for  the  prevention  of  smuggling, 
have  no  means  whereby  they  can  launch 
their  boats  in  heavy  weather.  The  first 
question  I  have  to  put  to  the  noble  Lord 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  in  con- 
nection with  this  Vote  is  one  connected 
with  the  launching  of  boats  in  heavy 
weather.  Now,  let  me  say,  without  any 
desire  to  occupy  the  time  of  the  Com- 
mittee, that  the  station  at  Rocket  Point 
is  protected  from  the  east  and  north 
winds.;  but,  of  course,  everybody  knows 
that  on  the  South  Coast  of  Ireland  the 
prevailing  winds  for  at  least  three  por- 
tions of  the  year  are  westerly  winds. 
This  is  patent  to  any  visitor  to  our  shores 
by  the  inclination  of  the  trees.  Practi- 
cally, westerly  winds  are  so  prevalent 
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ho  oxtendod  to  my  lion.  Friend  for 
li;ivin)j:  called  attention  to  this  subject. 
I  expect  that  they  will  recognize  his 
f^ood  intentions  in  this  matter,  and  also 
the  justice  of  the  case  he  has  made.  My 
hon.  Friend  has  pointed  out  that  a  Com- 
mission which  reported  upon  the  Coast 
Guards  condemned  this  very  station.  I 
trust  we  shall  get  some  satisfaction  from 
the  noble  Lord  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty  in  this  matter,  and  that  when 
my  hon.  Friend  goes  back  to  Cork — as 
he  will  in  a  short  time — and  is  sailing 
about  the  Bay,  he  will  be  able  to  tell  his 
many  friends  living  upon  the  banks  of 
the  river  that  ho  has  been  assured  by 
the  Admiralty  that  better  provision  will 
be  made  for  the  safety  of  life,  and  the 
rendering  of  assistance  to  vessels  which 
may  be  in  distress  upon  the  Coast  of 
Cork. 

Dr.  tanner  :  I  should  like  to  say 
one  word  more.  The  noble  Lord,  in  re- 
plying to  a  question  concerning  the 
water  supply  at  Rocket  Point,  said 

The  chairman  :  Order,  order !  I 
have  told  the  hon.  Member  he  cannot,  on 
this  Vote,  enter  upon  a  discussion  as  to 
the  accommodation  provided. 

Dr.  tanner  :  It  is  not  a  question 
of  accommodation,  Sir.  I  desire  to  point 
out  to  the  noble  Lord  that  he  can  bring 
pressure  to  bear  to  get  certain  provision 
made  which  is  necessary  for  tho  people. 

LoBD  GEORGE  HAMILTON :  Unless 
I  have  Notice  of  the  intention  of  hon. 
Gentlemen  to  bring  these  matters  for- 
ward, it  is  impossible  for  me  to  criticize 
observations  founded  on  local  know- 
ledge. I  quite  agree  with  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman that  a  Coast  Guard  Station  ought 
to  be  made  as  useful  as  possible ;  and  if 
he  will  put  a  Question  upon  the  subject 
later  on,  when  I  shall  have  had  time  to 
obtain  information,  I  shall  be  glad  to 
answer  it. 

Dr.  tanner  :  Will  he  inquire  from 
the  people  on  tho  spot  ? 

Lord  GEORGE  HAMILTON:  The 
hon.  Gentleman  has  suggested  that  tho 
Coast  Guard  should  be  entrusted  with 
the  duty  of  preserving  the  River  Leo. 
Now,  I  have  great  objection  to  the  Coast 
Guards  being  employed  in  any  such 
duty.  It  must  be  recollected  that  in 
many  parts  of  the  United  Kingdom 
there  are  constant  conflicts  between 
fishermen  and  owners  of  fisheries.  Those 
conflicts  create  considerable  ill-feeling, 
and  I  think  it  is  very  undesirable  that  a 
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permanent  Service  like  tho  Coast  Guaii 
should  be  drawn  into  them.  I  canno 
make  an  exception  in  the  case  of  tl 
Leo. 

Vote  agreed  to. 

(5.)  £108,800,  for  the  ScientiE 
Branch. 

Resolutions  to  be  reported. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  propose. 

"  That  a  sum,  not  excooding  £o')3,o0ri.  1 
gpranted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  defray  the  Expec: 
of  New  Works,  Buildings,  Yard  ^fachin^r 
and  Kei>ain,  which  will  come  in  course  of  pa; 
ment  during  the  3-car  ending*  on  the  Slst  d^i 
of  March  1888.*' 

Dr.  tanner  (Cork  Co.,  Mid) 
Certainly,  Sir,  if  there  is  any  Vote  whic 
deserves  consideration  it  is  the  Vote  no 
proposed.  My  object  in  rising  is  to  g< 
some  attention  paid — some  increased  ai 
tention  paid — to  the  new  works  in  pre 
gross  at  the  Alexander  Yard,  Haulbon 
line.  When  I  was  endeayouring,  durin 
the  discussion  of  the  Supplementar 
Estimates  early  in  the  Session,  to  g( 
attention  paid  to  the  proceedings  at  tLi 
Yard,  I  was  made  the  Tictim  of  th 
cloture  on  the  part  of  the  right  hoE 
Gentleman  the  First  Lord  of  theTres 
sury  (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith) ;  and  therefor 
I  shall  try,  at  the  present  time,  to  resuim 
the  thread  of  the  argument  which  I  wa 
at  that  time  trying — no  doubt  in  a  yer 
feeble  way,  and  very  possibly  in  ttn 
prolix  a  way — to  discuss.  I  called  atten 
tion  upon  the  Supplementary  Estimate 
to  the  coaling  wharf  which  is  in  cours 
of  construction  at  the  present  time,  aD< 
for  which  money  is  paid  under  this  rer; 
Vote.  It  is  only  about  four  years  ag< 
that  a  Commission  recommended  that  1 
very  large  sum  of  money  should  be  a^l 
vanced  in  order  to  secure  the  oompletioi 
of  this  work,  a  work  which,  in  the  opiDioi 
of  the  Committee,  was  of  paramount  im 
portance,  and  of  supreme  urgency.  Now 
Sir,  I  think  that  anybody  who  knowi 
the  position  which  Queenstown  oocnpiei 
will  admit  that  in  time  of  war  or  emer 
gcncy  Queenstown  will  be  a  place  ol 
very  great  importance.  There  is  nc 
accommodation  for  filling  the  ships 
wliich  may  resort  there  with  ooal,  anc 
accordingly  it  was  recommended  that  i 
large  sum  of  money  should  be  adTanoec 
for  the  purpose  of  constructing  a  eoAlinj 
wharf.  The  Commission  reoommende( 
an  immediate  outlay  of  £10,000  tor  thi 
construction  of  a  coaling  wharf  at  Haul 
bowline.    The  Oovemment  now  ask  foi 
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£3,000  for  this  wharf;  but  what  else  do 
tboy  do  ?  Although  this  is  a  matter  of 
emergency,  what  do  they  do  ?  They  try 
to  show  the  English  people  that  they  are 
saving  money  in  connection  with  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  Public  Departments ; 
but  in  order  to  do  this  they  spread  the 
payment  of  this  mit}erable£  10,000  over  a 
number  of  years.  I  maintain  that  is 
wrong.  It  may  be  very  plausible;  but 
it  is  certainly  very  wrong.  They  are 
also  discharging  men  at  Haulbowline. 
I  have  called  their  attention  to  this  again 
and  again.  They  are  discharging  the 
men  who  are  all-important  in  the  con- 
struction of  such  a  thing  as  a  coaling 
wharf.  Shipwrights  are  the  men  for 
such  work ;  and  I  ask  the  noble  Lord  if 
he  does  not  consider  it  right  to  continue 
the  employment  of  the  shipwrights  at 
Haulbowline  until  this  work  is  com- 
pleted ?  Again,  I  desire  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  noble  Lord  to  the  works 
which  are  in  course  of  construction  at 
Haulbowline.  I  see  by  this  Estimate 
that  there  is  a  large  sum  of  money  set 
down  for  new  buildings  at  Haulbow- 
line, for  the  extension  of  the  yard.  I 
ask  the  noble  Lord  if  this  is  for  the  con- 
struction of  a  second  dock  ?  [Lord  George 
Hamilton:  No.]  Now,  I  know  the 
place  very  well.  I  may  say  I  know 
every  foot  of  the  ground.  The  present 
dock  occupies  the  position  of  an  island 
which  was  called  Bat  Island.  Some  time 
ago  I  asked  the  responsible  authorities 
in  connection  with  this  work  to  direct 
their  attention  to  two  facts.  The  first 
point  which  I  endeavoured  to  enforce 
upon  their  attention  was  that  when  they 
had  an  opportunity  of  taking  a  right  step 
in  the  construction  of  a  dock,  somehow 
or  other  they  blundered ;  they  fell  into 
the  trap,  for  they  built  the  dock  in  the 
wrong  place.  I  will,  in  a  few  words, 
explain  what  I  mean.  There  are  two 
places  where  the  dock  could  be  built. 
The  original  plan  was  that  there  should 
bo  two  graving  docks;  but  the  Admi- 
ralty ohose  to  construct  a  deep-water 
dock  with  a  small  intervening  partition 
of  red  sand-stone  between  the  dry  dock 
and  the  river.  What  has  been  the  conse- 
quence? Why,  it  has  been  that  they 
cannot  keep  the  dock  dry,  and  they  have 
had  to  employ  pumps  and  all  sorts  of 
appliances  in  order  to  make  the  dock 
waterproof;  whereas  had  they  chosen 
the  other  side  of  the  river,  whioh  was 
on  a  mud  bank,  there  would  have  been 


no  leakage  whatever ;  they  would  have 
saved  a  gre*at  deal  of  expense ;  and  they 
would  have  made  a  very  satisfactory 
job.  At  present  it  is  merely  a  patched- 
up  job,  because  the  work  is  always  liable 
to  break  down  again.  I  ask  the  noble 
Lord  to  bear  this  fact  in  mind,  and  to 
bear  in  mind  also  the  position  of  the 
Port  of  Queenstown,  to  bear  in  mind 
the  fact  that  Queenstown,  from  its 
position,  may  very  probably  become  a 
place  of  paramount  importance  in  the 
event  of  a  great  war.  I  ask  that  a 
second  dock  be  constructed.  The  original 
design  contemplated  two  docks.  I  have 
taken  several  English  Members  over  the 
works,  and  they  have  not  all  belonged 
to  this  side  of  the  House.  I  have  shown 
them  the  original  design  on  which  two 
docks  are  drawn.  Why,  in  the  name  of 
common  sense,  if  there  is  a  deficiency  in 
one  dock,  should  you  not  go  on  with  the 
other  ?  By  making  a  second  dock  you 
would  only  be  carrying  out  the  original 
design.  The  construction  of  a  second 
dock  would  give  rise  to  the  employment 
of  many  of  the  distressed  classes  in  Ire- 
land ;  and  I  think  it  is  our  duty  to  insist 
upon  the  great  spending  Departments 
spending  some  amount  of  money  in  our 
country,  from  which  they  draw  so  much. 
I  trust  that  the  noble  Lord  will  be  able 
to  give  us  some  satisfactory  assurauces 
on  this  head. 

Mr.  JOHN  O^CONNOR  (Tipperary, 
S.) :  I  shall  not  detain  the  Committee 
many  minutes ;  but  I  ask  the  noble 
Lord  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  to 
say  whether  it  is  the  intention  of  his  De- 
partment to  carry  out  the  original  design 
of  the  Haulbowline  Docks  ?  It  has  been 
pointed  out  by  my  hon.  Friend  and  Col- 
league the  Member  for  Mid  Cork  ( Dr. 
Tanner)  that  the  graving  dock,  which  is 
now  almost  complete,  has  a  very  extensive 
leak  in  it — that  it  is  only  by  the  use  of 
very  powerful  pumps  that  the  graving 
dock  is  kept  dry.  It  has  been  stated,  in 
reply  to  several  Questions  on  this  sub- 
ject, that  the  present  graving  dook  is  not 
large  enough  for  the  vessels  which  are 
now  afloat.  It  was  thought  by  the  Ad- 
miralty that  this  graving  dock  might 
be  used  for  the  purpose  of  docking 
the  large  Transatlantic  steamers.  ["  No, 
no !  "]  One  of  the  Junior  Lords  of  the 
Admiralty  contradicts  me ;  but  this  dock 
was  designed  20  years  ago,  and  since 
that  time  a  complete  revolution  has 
occurred   in    the   construction  of   our 
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vessels.  Very  well,  the  gracing  dock  at 
Haulbowline  is  not  as  useful  as  it  was 
supposed  it  would  be.  It  is  absolutely 
useless ;  it  has  been  so  stated  by  the 
First  and  Junior  Lords  of  the  Admiralty. 
Then,  why  not  carry  out  the  original 
design  ?  There  is  material  there — there 
is  space  there  to  make  a  dock  sufficiently 
large  to  be  useful  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
pairing the  largest  of  Her  Majesty's 
ships.  The  request  of  my  hon.  Friend 
the  Member  for  Mid  Cork  is  perfectly 
reasonable.  The  present  graving  dock  is 
useless  for  the  purpose  for  which  it  was 
constructed.  NV^hy  not  mako  a  second  ? 
What  is  asked  is  most  reasonable  to  my 
mind,  and  to  the  mind  of  any  common- 
sense  man.  We  have  reason  to  suspect 
that  there  is  no  desire  whatever  on  the 
part  of  the  Admiralty  to  make  any  use 
whatever  of  this  dock.  We  have  every 
reason  to  suspect  that  the  Admiralty 
want  to  keep  these  works  dilly-dallying, 
because,  if  they  were  to  complete  them, 
they  would  be  obliged  to  give  out  some 
work  at  Queenstown.  If  the  shed  for 
which  money  was  voted  two  years  ago 
were  made,  it  would  stand  to  reason 
that  some  work  should  be  given  out 
to  be  done  in  the  shed.  If  some  ma- 
chinery were  placed  in  the  machine 
shed,  it  would  be  but  reasonable  that 
the  machinery  should  be  employed. 
They  have  not  completed  the  engine 
fihed  ;  they  have  not  put  up  any  ma- 
chinery ;  they  have  not  used  the  money 
granted  by  this  House  for  the  purpose. 
Wo  have  a  right  to  suspect  that  the 
Admiralty  are  only  keeping  on  this  work 
as  a  sham — that  they  wish  to  throw  dust 
in  our  eyes,  or  otherwise  the  works 
would  not  be  20  years  in  the  course  of 
completion.  What  we  want  to  do  is  to 
hasten  the  completion  of  the  works. 
What  we  require  is  that  a  portion  of 
the  Admiralty  work  should  be  done  in 
Queenstown.  Instead  of  a  few  convicts 
being  employed  on  those  works,  we  want 
to  see  large  numbers  of  the  labouring 
population  employed  upon  them.  We 
want  a  due  proportion  of  taxation  spent 
in  our  country.  Our  desires  have  been 
frustrated  by  the  procrastination  of  the 
Admiralty.  It  may  be  tedious  to  you, 
»Sir,  and  to  many  other  Members  of 
the  Committee,  that  wo  should  stand  up 
liere  over  and  over  again  to  bring  for- 
ward this  question,  to  reiterate  the  state- 
ments we  have  made  time  after  time 
fruitlessly,  and  to  beg  Members  of  the 
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Admiralty  to  give  us  some  satisfactorr 
assurances  in  this  matter,  to  complete 
these  works,  to  carry  out  the  benefioe&t 
intentions  of  liord  Spencer  and  those 
who  took  it  into  their  head  to  constroe! 
this  dock.  We  will  not  be  put  off  bj 
such  replies  as  the  noble  Lord  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty  has  hitherto  made 
to  our  Questions.  It  is  not  enough  to 
say  that  this  graving  dock  is  insufficient 
for  the  purpose  intended.  We  wish  to 
have  another  dock  there,  and  we  shsS 
continue  to  press  our  demand  until  tiu 
original  design  is  carried  out. 

Tub  first  LORD  of  the  ADMI- 
RALTY  (Lord  Georgk  HAMttxoie)  (Mid- 
dlesex,  Ealing) :  I  made  a  personal  in- 
pection  of  the  Dock  at  Haulbowline  \u\ 
year  and  the  year  before.  With  respect 
to  the  supposed  leakage,  let  me  say  uat, 
though  there  was  leaWage  throagh  the 
fissures  in  the  limestone  when  the  dock 
was  in  course  of  construction,  the  dock 
has  never  leaked  since  it  was  finished. 

Dr.  TANNER:  According  to  the 
Report,  it  leaked  last  Noyember. 

LoBD  GEORGE  HAMILTON :  Mj 
information  is  that  since  the  dock  vif 
finished  there  has  been  no  leakage.  Ha 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Mid 
Cork  asked  me  a  question  about  the 
coaling  wharf.  The  Gommisaion  to 
which  the  hon.  Gentleman  retenei  did 
propose  that  a  oertain  amount  of  monej 
should  be  spent.  We  propose  to  tab 
£3,000  for  the  ietty;  but  we  hare  not 
decided  what  is  the  best  means  of  getting 
the  coals  on  board.  Experience  showe 
that,  as  a  rule,  baskets  and  hand  labooi 
is  the  best.  The  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  South  Tipperaxy  (Mr.  Johi 
O'Connor)  alluded  to  the  &ct  thai 
originally  there  was  some  talk  of  con 
structing  two  graving  docks.  The  Admi 
raltj  never  assented  to  that  proposal 
The  graving  dock  has,  up  to  the  present, 
cost  £550,000,  and  it  is  big  enoaghk 
take  in  the  largest  vessel  of  Hei 
Majesty's  Navy,  though  not  the  largeal 
of  the  Atlantic  liners,  which  hin 
become  bigger  since  the  dock  was  de< 
signed.  Considering  the  enormous  Bum 
which  it  would  he  necessary  to  spend  in 
the  building  of  a  second  dock,  and  con- 
sidering all  the  diffioulties  which  would 
have  to  be  encountered  in  the  oonstmC' 
tion  of  a  dock  to  accommodate  some  ol 
the  huge  vessels  now  afloat,  I  do  not 
think  we  should  be  justified  in  enteriog 
upon  the  work.    Moreorer,  I  do  nol 
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^.  thiDk  the  dock  would  be  of  the  slightest 
,  benefit  to  the  locality.     I  certainly  can- 
^  not  hold  out  any  hope  of  a  second  dock 
'  being  constructed   at   Haulbowline.     I 
I   understand   the   suggestion    has    been 
made  that  we  should  try  and  get  all  the 
^  Votes  before  you  leave  the  Chair.     I 
hope  that,  in  accordance  with  that  sug- 
gestion, we  may  now  pass  the  remaining 
''•  Votes  and  take  the  Report  to-morrow. 

Dr.  tanner  :  Before  the  Vote  is 
'  passed,  I  should  like  to  point  out  to  the 
'  noble  Lord  that  if,  in  the  event  of  war, 
;  a  vessel  broke  down  in  the  Atlantic,  the 
'  first  place  of  call  would  be  Ilaulbowline. 
It  would  take  two  days  longer  to  bring 
the  vessel  to  England,  and  entail  con- 
siderable risk  and  expense.  This  dock 
would  bo  all-important  in  the  case  of 
emergency.  Now,  there  is  a  small  and 
minor  point  I  would  like  to  enforce  upon 
the  attention  of  the  noble  Lord ;  and  it 
is  that  now,  when  the  graving  dock  is 
finished,  you  are  going  to  commence  ex- 
cavations for  the  passage  from  the  float- 
ing dock  to  the  deep  water.  I  asked  a 
Question  upon  the  subject  last  Septem- 
ber. I  am  not  an  expert  in  these  matters, 
but  I  have  received  considerable  infor- 
mation from  naval  officers  whose  names, 
of  course,  it  would  not  be  right  for  me 
to  mention.     I  am  told  that  the  dock  is 


Colonel  NOLAN  (Gal way,  N.)  : 
There  was  an  understanding  as  to  an- 
other Vote  ;  but  that  understanding  was 
broken  in  the  most  deliberate  manner  by 
the  Government  last  night. 

Dr.  TANNER :  I  have  not  received 
an  answer  sufficient  to  justify  the  action 
of  the  Admiralty  in  respect  of  the  Haul- 
bowline  Dock ;  and,  accordingly,  without 
any  qualm  of  conscience  whatever,  I 
beg  to  move  the  reduction  of  the  Vote 
by  £1,000. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
**  That  Item  A  be  reduced  by  the  sum 
of  £1,000,  Works  at  Haulbowline.''— 
{Dr.  Tanner,) 

Mr.  sexton  (Belfast,  W.) :  I  think 
that  on  questions  of  this  kind  there 
should  be  a  little  give  and  take ;  but, 
unfortunately,  so  far  as  the  Government 
is  concerned,  it  is  all  take  and  no  give. 
We  are  asked  to  meet  the  convenience 
of  the  Government ;  but  the  Government 
seem  to  have  no  regard  for  the  conve- 
nience of  us  or  of  our  country.  I  should 
be  disposed  to  yield  to  the  appeal  made 
to  us  but  for  the  fact  that  the  Govern- 
ment have  allowed  their  supporters  in 
'^  another  place  "  to  mutilate  and  destroy 
the  Truck  BiU. 

Question  put. 
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trance,  which  you  are  now  only  com 
mencing  to  make.     It  is  like  building  a 
house  and  not  putting  a  door  to  it. 

Sir  EDWARD  REED  (Cardifif):  I 
appeal  to  hon.  Gentlemen  below  the 
Gangway  to  allow  the  Votes  to  go  through 
on  the  understanding  arrived  at. 

Mr.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR  (Donegal, 
E.) :  I  should  like  to  say  I  have  never 
yet  known  these  understandings  result 
in  anything  but  acrimonious  wrangles. 
What  is  it  we  are  asked  to  do  ?  To 
vote  away  millions  of  money  in  as  many 
minutes.  I,  for  one,  beg  to  say  such  a 
proceeding  is  exceedingly  improper.  As 
to  an  understanding,  there  must  have 
been  some  interchange  of  opinion  or 
wish  between  the  two  Front  Benches ; 
but  it  is  not  from  the  two  Front  Benches 
this  country  or  this  House  can  look  for 
economy.  Of  course,  I  can  only  speak 
for  myself ;  but  I  repudiate  any  respon- 
sibility for  any  declaration  made  from 
the  Front  Benches  with  respect  to  the 
discussion  of  the  Estimates. 

Sir  EDWARD  REED:  There  was 
an  understanding  to  which  no  one  took 
exception. 
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It  being  a  quarter  of  an  hour  before 
Six  of  the  clook,  the  Chairman  left  the 
Chair  to  report  Progress. 

Resolutions  to  be  reported  To-niorrow. 

Committee  also  report  Progress ;  to  sit 
again  To-morrow, 

Q  UESTION. 


TECHNICAL   SCHOOLS  (SCOTLAND) 

BILL. 

Mb.  MASON  (Lanark,  Mid) :  May  I 
ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury,  Whether  he  can 
give  us  any  assurance  that  the  Scotch 
Technical  Schools  Bill  will  be  taken 
to-morrow  night?  I  may  be  allowed 
to  add  that  the  Scotch  Members  consider 
they  have  been  very  badly  treated  in 
being  kept  here  night  after  night  for 
the  Bill,  in  the  h(^e  of  its  coming  on. 

Thb  FIRST  LORD  of  thb  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith)  fStrand, 
Westminster) :  I  think  theSootea  Mem- 
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bers  liavo  hardly  any  reason  to  complain 
of  the  manner  in  which  they  have  been 
treated.  It  is  Scotch  Members  who  have 
objected  to  Scotch  Business  being 
brought  forward,  and  not  the  Govern- 
ment, who  were  unwilling  to  bring  Bills 
on.  In  the  case  of  this  Bill,  the  Go- 
vernment have  been  anxious  to  bring  it 
forward,  and  the  Scotch  Members  have 
objected  to  it.  [Mr.  !Af  ason  :  Very  few.] 
That  may  be ;  but  they  were  sufficient 
to  prevent  the  Bill  being  takeu.  I  hope 
the  Bill  will  be  taken  to-morrow  night. 
However,  I  can  state  positively  that  it  is 
the  intention  of  the  Government  to 
pass  the  Bill  this  Session,  whether  or 
not  it  is  necessary  to  keep  the  House 
sitting  one,  two,  or  three  days  longer 
for  the  purpose. 

House  adjourned  at  ten  minutM 
before  Six  o'clock. 


HOUSE    OF    LORDS, 
Ihundayy  %th  September,  1887. 


MINUTES.]— PiHLic  Bills— Cflw;ni7^t'tf— Coal 
Mines,    &c.  Regulation    (251) ;    Labourers' 
Allotments  (262). 

Committee  —  Report  —  Charity  Commissioners 
(Officers)  •  (254) ;  Tramways  (War  Depart- 
ment) (255). 

Report — Friendly  Societies  Act  (1875)  Amend- 
ment (No.  3)  •  (256). 

Third  iJifarfwi^  —  Metropolitan  Police  •  (242), 
and  passed. 

ARMY— SUPPLY    OF    HORSES    FOR 

MILITARY  PURPOSES. 

QUESTION.      OUSERVATIONS. 

Lord  CLINTON  asked,  Whether  Her 
Majesty's  Government  are  in  a  position 
to  make  any  statement  as  regarded  the 
establishment  of  a  Beserve  of  Horses 
for  military  purposes  ? 

The  under  SECEETAEY  of 
STATE  FOK  WAE  (Lord  Habris)  :  I 
am  glad  of  the  opportunity  given  by 
this  Question  to  state  the  intention  of 
the  Government.  Your  Lordships  will 
recollect  that  some  months  ago  the  noble 
Lord  (Lord  Eibblesdale)  raised  a  dis- 
cussion on  the  subject  of  the  supply  of 
liorses,  which  remotely  touched  the  ques- 
tion of  horses  for  military  purposes. 
The  main  object  he  had  in  view  has,  I 
believe,  been  dealt  with  by  another  De- 

Mr.  W,  jar.  amiih 


partmont ;  but  I  stated  on  that  cccik':.! 
that  the  Seoretarj  of  State  would  gir 
careful  consideration  to  any  scheni^ 
that  might  be  presented  to  him,  ham 
for  their  object  the  supply  of  horses  fa 
military  purposes,  and  I  am  now  pn 
pared  to  state  the  result.  Communia 
tions  were  receiyed  from  many  quarte: 
presenting  a  great  variety  of  views  c 
the  subject;  some  were  for  organizii 
breeding  establishments,  others  for  sal 
sidizing  stallions  cuid  mares,  andothei 
again,  for  the  purchase  by  Oovemme 
of  horses  which  should  be  lent  to  tl 
Yeomanry,  who  would  undertake  tl 
expense  of  keepin^j^  them,  on  the  unde 
standing  that  the  horses  were  to  I 
handed  over  to  Government  wh( 
wanted.  Most  of  the  schemes,  hoi 
ever,  would  have  involved  a  far  great 
expense,  commensurate  with  the  pc 
sible  result,  than  the  Secretary  of  Sta 
dared  to  contemplate ;  and  many  of  the 
were  based  on  the  fallacy  that  the 
Islands  are  unable  to  supply  easily  tl 
normal  annual  demand  for  nulitaiy  pa 
poses.  Military  requirements  may  1 
divided  into  two  large  divisions  aa  r 

fards  numbers,  and  also  several  sal 
ivisions  as  regards  stamp.  The  ti 
large  divisions  show,  on  the  one  sid 
the  normal  and  annual  demand,  affects 
by  deaths  and  casting,  and  which  mi 
be  taken  as  ranging  between  1,400  tii 
2,000  horses.  There  is  not  the  slighte 
difficulty  in  getting  this  number  at  6< 
vernment  prices  in  those  Istands,  tl 
Cavalry  horse,  as  a  rule,  coming  froi 
Ireland,  the  Artillery  and  l^anspo 
horse  from  Great  Britain.  On  the  othi 
side  is  the  abnormal  demand  whu 
might  suddenly  arise  from  a  mobiliz 
tion  of  forces.  The  smaller  sub-dii 
sions,  as  regards  stamp,  represent  tl 
Oavalry,  the  Artillery,  and  the  Tran 
port  horse.  The  abnormal  demand 
the  question  which  the  Gt>vemiDei 
have  been  desirous  of  arranging  fo 
and  they  have  now  prepared  a  smLeo 
to  meet  that  demand.  The  actual  nan 
ber  required  depends,  of  coarse,  ape 
the  number  of  troops  mobilized ;  bat  n 
havo  no  fear  that  the  country  is  ii 
capable  of  producing,  for  registratiG 
purposes,  such  a  number  of  horses  i 
will  meet  all  reasonable  requirement 
The  number  required  we  oelieve  1 
exist ;  but,  without  a  reeistration  systen 
it  would  be  impossible  to  select  an 
collect  any  large  number  in  the  tin 
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within  which  it  should  be  possible  to 
bring  the  horses  together.  Experience 
has  proved  how  much  time  is  consumed 
in  the  appointment  of  selection  commit- 
tees, the  mapping  out  of  districts,  giving 
notice  to  owners  of  horses,  and  the 
examination  and  selection.  To  avoid 
that  delay  has  been  our  object,  while, 
at  the  same  time,  wo  have  endeavoured, 
by  preferring  a  voluntary  system,  to  ob- 
viate discontent.  Your  Lordships  may 
have  noticed  in  the  reports  of  the  mobili- 
isation  experiment  in  France  that  the  Go- 
yernmont  Lave  requisitioned  horses  for 
military  purposes.  Such  a  requisition 
must,  one  would  think,  cause  dissatisfac- 
tion, or  a  heavy  expenditure,  and  would, 
I  trust,  only  be  resorted  to  in  England  at 
a  very  grave  crisis.  Without  a  system 
of  registration  it  might,  however,  at 
some  time  or  other,  become  necessary, 
and  can  be  avoided  only  by  a  system  of 
registration.  I  have  stated  that  we 
propose  to  make  the  system  voluntary, 
or  I  should  rather  say,  perhaps,  that  we 
are  going  to  make  an  experiment  in 
that  direction.  Compulsory  registration 
was  considered,  but  discarded,  mainly 
because  of  the  very  large  number  of 
horses  it  would  entail,  many  of  them 
unsuitable  for  military  purposes,  and 
because,  as  well,  of  the  expense  of  regis- 
tering such  numbers.  What  the  Go- 
vernment propose  to  do  is  to  offer  an 
annual  fee  for  all  horses  up  to  a  certain 
number  and  within  a  certain  age, 
suitable  for  military  purposes,  the 
owners  of  which  are  willing  to  place 
them  on  the  register.  The  horses  would 
be  examined  for  soundness  and  suita- 
bility by  a  registration  staff,  and  a  further 
inducement  to  owners  to  come  forward 
voluntarily  would  be  an  enhanced  price 
over  the  Government  price  of  the  year 
if  the  horse  is  taken  by  the  Government, 
as  a  compensation  for  the  loss  of  its 
services.  It  is,  of  course,  impossible  to 
say  now  whether  this  experiment  will 
prove  successful;  we  are  hopeful  that  it 
will,  and  that  owners  of  horses — more 
particularly  owners  of  large  numbers 
of  horses — will  come  forward  in  order  to 
bene6t  by  the  receipt  of  the  annual 
fee.  If  it  is  successful,  it  should,  from 
a  financial  point  of  view,  be  an  econo- 
mical system,  being  more  or  less  in  the 
form  of  an  insurance  against  war  risks ; 
while,  from  a  military  point  of  view, 
the  most  beneficial  results  should  ensue ; 
for,  on  mobilization  becoming  necessary, 


the  Military  Authorities  will  have  at 
hand  a  list  of  horses,  with  informa- 
tion as  to  where  they  are  situated,  and 
as  to  what  purpose  they  are  best  suited. 
They  will  also  be  easily  recognizable  by 
a  system  of  numbers,  and  easily  trans- 
ferable to  such  points  of  concentration 
as  may  be  decided  upon.  The  experi- 
ment will  first  be  tried  in  the  Metro- 
politan area ;  but  it  is  contemplated  to 
extend  the  system  eventually  to  the 
whole  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland. 
I  imagine  it  is  probable  that  in  its 
initiation  the  class  of  horse  which  will 
be  found  forthcoming  will  be  suitable  for 
Artillery  and  Transport  purposes,  as, 
the  experiment  being  in  London,  the 
large  Companies  are  most  likely  to 
meet  the  demand ;  but  I  hope  to  see 
the  system  extended  in  such  a  way  as 
will  produce  the  Cavalry  horse  as  well. 
I  would  point  out  to  your  Lordships 
one  very  great  advantage —namely, 
that  these  horses,  if  ever  taken  up  by 
the  Government,  will,  in  the  vast 
majority  of  cases,  be  seasoned  horses 
in  hard  condition,  not  young  and  green, 
without  the  condition  to  do  a  day's 
march,  or  the  stamina  to  survive  a 
campaign.  Treasury  sanction  has  been 
given  in  general  to  the  scheme,  though 
there  are  still  some  points  of  detail  as 
regards  pay  to  the  staff  which  have  to  be 
settled ;  but  I  was  anxious  to  make  this 
statement  before  your  Lordships  rose,  and 
assurance  having  been  given  by  the 
Secretary  of  State  some  time  back  in 
'' another  place"  that  the  matter  was 
under  consideration.  I  should  add  that 
it  would  be  more  difficult  to  put  this 
system  into  practice  had  it  not  been  for 
a  change  that  is  about  to  be  made  in 
the  system  of  purchasing  remounts. 
Hitherto,  those  for  Cavalry  purposes 
have  been  bought  by  the  commanding 
officers  of  Cavalry  regiments,  and  for 
Artillery  purposes  by  the  Inspector  and 
purchaser  of  horses  for  the  Royal 
Artillery.  In  future,  all  horses  for 
military  purposes  will  be  examined, 
selected,  and  passed  into  the  Army  by 
the  officers  of  a  remount  establishment 
at  headquarters.  Among  other  advan- 
tages, we  hope  by  this  change  to  meet, 
to  a  certain  extent,  the  complaint  that 
has  been  made  in  many  quarters  that 
breeders  of  horses  cannot  get  them 
viewed  by  Government  buyers.  The 
registration  of  horses  will  be  dealt  with 
by  this  staff,  whose  business  it  will  be 
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to  examine  the  horses  for  suitability  and 
soundness,  to  register  them  in  sach  a 
way  as  to  render  them  distinguishable, 
and  to  keep  the  registers  so  as  to  obviate 
delay  when  the  transmission  of  horses 
to  selected  centres  or  ports  of  embarka- 
tion is  necessary.  My  Lords,  this  is  an 
experiment,  I  admit.  The  voluntary 
system  is  objected  to  by  some  whose 
opinion  is  of  the  highest  value ;  but  I 
am  hopeful  that  competition  among 
owners  of  horses  will  produce  the 
desired  result.  The  voluntary  system 
has  raised  a  magnificent  army  of  citizen 
soldiers;  I  hope  it  may  answer  as 
regards  a  supply  of  horses ;  and  but  a 
modicum  of  the  success  that  has  attended 
the  first  will  be  sufficient  to  remove  any 
anxiety  as  to  the  Army  being  sufficiently 
horsed  when  the  crisis  comes. 

COAL   MINES,  &c.  REGULATION    BILL. 
QThe  Viaeount  Cross.) 

(no.  251.)      COMMITTEE. 

House  in  Committee  (according  to 
order). 

Clauses  1  to  9  severally  agreed  to. 

Clause  10  (Payment  of  school  fees 
out  of  wages). 

On  the  Motion  of  The  Viscount  Cross, 
the  following  Amendments  made: — In 
page  4,  line  7,  after  (**boy'*)  insert 
(*'  or  girl  ") ;  line  8,  after  (**  in  ")  insert 
("or  in  connection  with"),  and  after 
(**boy")  insert  ("or  girl");  line  9, 
after  ('*  boy  ")  insert  (**  or  girl ") ;  line 
10,  after  ("boy")  insert  ("or  girl"); 
line  13,  after  ("boy")  insert  ("or 
girl");  and  in  line  14,  after  ("boy") 
insert  ("or  girl"). 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  1 1  agreed  to. 

Clause  12  (Payment  of  persons  em- 
ployed in  mines  by  weight). 

The  8ECEETARY  of  STATE  foe 
INDIA  (Viscount  Cross),  in  moving  an 
Amendment  authorizing  the  Secretary 
of  State,  in  the  case  of  mines  employing 
not  more  than  "  30 "  persons  under- 
ground, to  provide,  if  considered  expe- 
dient, the  payment  of  such  persons  by 
any  method  other  than  that  in  the  Act, 
said,  that  the  ofToct  of  the  Amendment 
would  be  to  bring  under  the  regulations 
of  the  clause  a  number  of  mines  oth^r 
than  coal  mines.  The  question  of  the 
thin  seam  niinos  was  involved.  Accord- 
ing to  the  existing  law,  the  Secretary 
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of  State  had  the  power  of  exemp&cl 
all  thin  seam  mines;  but  accoidii^;! 
the  Bill,  as  presented  to  their  Locdatp.! 
that  power  of  exemption  was  tih 
away,  except  in  cases  where  only; 
persons  were  employed  nndergrjc: 
The  reason  of  the  limit  was  thii.  1: 
the  cases  where  minerals  had  to  U 
weighed  it  was  necessary  that  weignia: 
machines  should  be  proYidedatthetn 
of  the  pity  in  order  that  the  maisi 
should  be  properly  weighed  and  i 
machine  properly  inspected.  But  ithi 
always  been  thought  that  in  the  cases 
small  mines  this  would  put  the  owner: 
great  exx>ense  ;  and  therefore  the  obja 
of  the  clausey  as  it  at  present  stood,  wi 
to  allow  the  Secretary  of  State  to  mil 
an  exemption  in  the  case  of  small  mia 
where  20  persons  were  employed  unde 
ground.  9,  The^ Amendment  he  propw 
would  meet  the  objections  of  wd 
mine  owners  hy  raising  the  numb 
from  20  to  SO.  The  noble  and  leaioi 
Lord  opposite  (liOrd  Bramwell]  iu 
asked,  on  a  previous  occasion,  the  rm. 
of  the  provision.-^ He  ( Yisconnt  &« 
understood  that  since  1 867  the  minen,  i 
a  body,  had  thought  that  any  other  fi 
of  measuring  the  amount  of  their  kx 
was  rough  and  uncertain.  Theie  wu 
great  deal  of  dissatisfaction  among  ti 
miners,  owing  to  this  unoertaiaty 
receiving  a  due  amount  of  pay  for  tl 
due  amount  of  work  performed, 
was,  therefore,  thought  that  it  wooU 
advisable  to  institute  a  uniform  pn 
tice,  80  far  as  it  could  be  attained.  T 
noble  and  learned  liOrd  asked  if  \ 
miners  in  a  particular  mine  were  agie( 
and  the  Secretary  of  State  was  agre 
why  not  leave  them  alone  ?  The  qa 
tion  was  difficult  to  answer;  bat  i 
only  reply  he  could  give  was  that 
miners,  as  a  body,  decidedly  objec 
to  the  discretion  of  the  Secretary 
State. 

Amendment  mov^d^  in  page  5,  Inia 
to  leave  out  ("twenty")  and  ini 
(^*  thirty  ").-(2%tf  Vucomt  Crm.) 

Lord  BEAMWELLsaid.if  theno 
Viscount  was  satisfied,  it  was  no  nie 
him  (Lord  Bramwell)  to  object;  1 
he  must  say  that  it  seemed  to  him  tl 
the  proposition  was  a  most  unreasont 
one. 

ViscouKT  GROSS  said,  he  woi 
undertake  that  before  the  third  readi 
ho  would  consider  what  farther  eoi 
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M^be  done  in  the  matter  of  relaxations  to 
^meet  the  case  of  quarries  where  wages 
^were  paid  at  present  by  measure. 

^     Amendment  agreed  to. 

n     Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

*5  Clauses  13  to  37,  inclusive,  severally 
^agreed  to,  with  an  Amendment. 

Clause  38  (Plan  of  abandoned  mine 
•'  OP  seam  to  be  sent  to  the  Secretary  of 
'  State). 

On  the  Motion  of  The  Viscount  Gross, 
the  following  Amendment  made  :  — In 
page  20,  line  4,  to  leave  out  from 
(«•  than  ")  to  ('^  inch  ")  in  line  5,  and  in- 
sert (**that  of  the  ordnance  survey  of 
twenty-five  inches  to  the  mile  "). 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clauses  39  to  48,  inclusive,  severally 
agreed  to,  with  Amendments. 

Clause  49  (General  rules). 

On  the  Motion  of  The  Viscount  Cross, 
the  following  Amendment  made  :  — In 
page  28,  line  30,  leave  out  (**  mines") 
and  insert  (**  mine  "). 

The  lord  OHANCELLOE  (Lord 
Halsbury)  read  a  telegram  from  the 
solicitor  of  the  Associated  Collier v  Ownejs 
of  Monmouthshire  and  South  Wales,  re- 
presenting the  injuries  that  must  arise 
to  all  colliery  owners  and  working  miners 
by  an  Amendment  carried  without  pre- 
vious Notice  in  the  other  Ilouse  on  the 
Beport  stage  of  the  Bill.  The  Amend- 
ment was  to  Clause  49,  General  Hule  26, 
requiring  an  automatic  contrivance  to 
prevent  over- winding  when  the  men  are 
being  raised  out  of  a  mine,  or,  alter- 
natively, that  the  speed  should  not  ex- 
ceed three  miles  an  hour.  There  was, 
the  writer  said,  no  safe  and  reliable 
automatic  contrivance  to  prevent  over- 
winding. Their  use  was  full  of  peril, 
and  their  presence  led  to  carelessness  by 
the  engineman,  who  left  the  machinery 
to  its  own  operation.  Hence,  such  an 
apparatus  would  cause  more  accidents 
than  it  would  prevent.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  telegram  wont  on  to  represent 
the  three  miles  an  hour  alternative  was 
absolutely  impracticable  ;  it  could  never 
be  observed.  Tiie  working  men  them- 
selves would  resist  it,  because,  under  it, 
in  a  colliery,  say,  only  500  yards  deep, 
and  employing  only  500  men,  more  than 
six  hours  would  be  required  to  clear  the 
mine,  for,  as  a  rule,  only  80  men  could 
be  lifted  in  an  hour ;  and,  consequently, 
it  would  take  12}  hours  to  lift  1,000. 
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The  hope  was  expressed  that  the  pro- 
vision would  be  expunged,  or  that  it 
would  be  so  qualified  as  to  give  a  dis- 
pensing power  to  the  Home  Secretary. 
The  telegram  was  signed  by  **  "W.  Sim- 
mons, Merthyr  Tydvil,"  who,  the  noble 
and  learned  Lord  said,  was  not  only  a 
person  very  familiar  with  collieries,  but 
had  been  consulted  by  colliery  owners 
and  working  miners  for  many  years  in 
that  district. 

Viscount  CROSS  said,  the  provision 
referred  to  in  the  telegram  was  Clause 
26  of  the  General  Eules,  and  he  would 
be  prepared  to  deal  with  it  in  its  order. 

Amendment  moved,  in  page  30,  line  29, 
to  leave  out  from  ('^inflammable")  to 
('*  lamps  ")  inclusive,  in  line  30. — {The 
Viacount  Cross.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

On  the  Motion  of  The  Viscount  Cross, 
the  following  Amendments  made: — In 
rule  12,  page  32,  line  41,  leave  out 
("rule  ")  and  insert  (**  Act");  page  33, 
line  5,  leave  out  (**  of  subhead  {g) ")  and 
insert  (''in  this  Act  relating  to  venti- 
lating districts");  line  10,  leave  out 
(**  subsection  ")  and  insert  (**  subhead  ") ; 
and  in  page  33,  line  38,  leave  out  (''in 
coal  mines").  In  rule  24,  page  34, 
leave  out  from  (**  of  age  ")  in  line  34  to 
("  shall")  in  line  35;  and  in  page  35, 
leave  out  line  8. 

Eule  26. 

Viscount  CROSS,  referring  to  the 
matter  brought  forward  by  his  noble 
and  learned  Friend  (Lord  Halsbury), 
said,  he  quite  agreed  that  it  was  clearly 
absolutely  impossible  that  the  stages 
should  only  go  at  the  rate  of  three  miles 
an  hour.  Therefore  he  would  move  for 
the  purpose  of  meeting  the  objection, 
the  rule  being,  as  it  stood,  incomplete 
owing  to  an  oversight  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  to  add  words  providing  that 
the  cage  when  raising  the  men  should 
not  be  wound  up  at  a  speed  exceeding 
three  miles  an  hour,  after  the  cage  has 
reached  a  point  in  the  shaft  to  be  fixed 
by  the  special  rules. 

Amendment  moved,  in  page  35,  line 
22,  after  (''hour")  insert  ("after  the 
cage  has  reached  a  point  in  the  shaft  to 
be  fixed  by  the  special  rules.") — {The 
Viscount  Cross.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

On  the  Motion  of  The  Viscount  Cross, 
the  following  Amendments  made: — ^In 
rule  38,  page  36,  line  36,  leave  out  (''  or 
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have  been");  rulo  89,  page  37,  line  13, 
leave  out  ('*  a  '*). 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

On  the  Motion  of  The  Viscount  Cross, 
the  following  Amendments  made  : — In 
Clause  5 'J,  page  41,  line  11,  after 
(**  agent")  leave  out  (**or")and  after 
("manager")  insert  ('*  or  under- 
manager");  line  16,  after  ('*  agent ") 
leave  out  (**  or  ")  and  after  ("  manager") 
insert  ('*or  under-manager  ") ;  Clause 
64,  page  42,  line  25,  after  ("coal")  in- 
sert (*•  or  ironstone  ") ;  Clause  76,  page 
46,  lino  30,  leave  out  ("  chairman  of 
quarter  sessions")  and  insert  ("police 
magistrate");  line  36,  leave  out  sub- 
section (10.)  and  substitute — 

*'  (10.)  Sections  forty-onoand  sixteen  of  the 
Public  Health  (Scotland)  Act,  18C7,  shall  re- 
spiictivoly  bo  substituted  for  sections  thirty- 
ci^ht  and  ninotv-ono  of  the  Public  Health  Act, 
1875.*' 

Clause  77,  page  47,  lino  16,  leave  out 
("subhead  (^.)")  ^^^  substitute — 

*'  {e.)  Sections  forty-eight  and  one  hnndred 
and  seven  of  the  Public  Health  (Ireland)  Act, 
1878,  shall  respectively  bo  substituted  for  sec* 
tions  thirty-eight  and  ninety-one  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1876  ; '' 

line    19,    after    ("expression")    insert 

("police  or");    Clause   82,   page    48, 

line  37,    after   ("mine")   insert    as    a 

separate  sub-head — 

*^{e.)  Prevent  a  competent  male  person  above 
the  age  of  eighteen  years  who  before  the  com- 
mencement of  this  Act  is  lawfully  employed  in 
working  the  machinery  used  for  lowering  and 
raising  persons  in  a  mine  from  continuing  to  be 
80  employed  ; " 

line  41,  after  ("girl")  insert  ("  or  com- 
petent male  person ") ;  Schedule  3, 
page  51,  after  line  13  insert  in  a  sepa- 
rate line  ("  Name  of  under- manager  ") ; 
Schedule  3,  page  61,  line  39,  after 
("drawn  ")  insert  as  follows  :  — 


'Number  of  Days  on  which 
'  was  drawn 


January 
February 
IMarch  - 
April    - 
Mav     - 
June     - 
July 
August 
September 
October 
November 
December 


1.  Coal. 


2.  Ironstone. 


[it)or 


The  Seport  of  Amendments  to  be  ^ 
ceived  To-morrow,  and  Standing  Ord« 
No.  XXXY.  to  be  considered  in  ord< 
to  its  being  dispensed  with. 

LABOURERS'  ALIX)TMENrS  BILL 
(TAtf  Viscount  CroMM.) 
(no.  252.)       CO^CBIITTEE. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  House  to  1 
put  into  Committee  read. 

Moved,  "  That  the  House  do  now  r 
solve  itself  into  a  Oommittee  upon  tl 
said  Bill."— (7%*    Viscount  Cross.) 

TuE  Earl  of  FEYKRSHAM  sai 
that,  while  he  fully  appreciated  ti 
difhculties  of  Her  Majesty's  Gover 
nient  in  dealing  with  the  course  of  Pii 
lie  Business  in  the  other  House  of  Pa 
liament,  at  the  same  time  he  thought 
measure  of  this  importance,  dealing,  < 
it  did,  with  the  proprietary  rights  oft] 
landowners  of  this  country,  should  ha^ 
been  considered  by  their  Lordships  \ 
a  time  when  it  could  reoeiye  the  fn 
attention  of  the  House.  He  regrettc 
that  the  Bill  had  been  put  down  f< 
Committee  at  such  short  Notice,  as  1 
knew  that  there  were  several  nob 
Lords  who  had  wished  to  discuss  tl 
question.  With  regard  to  the  genen 
object  of  the  measure,  he  had  alwti 
expressed  his  opinion  in  favour  of  ii 
creasing  the  number  of  allotments  avti 
able  for  the  working  classes.  He  ol 
jectedy  however,  to  the  compulse] 
powers  given  by  the  Bill.  They  had  hi 
no  evidence  before  them  which  woil 
show  that  there  was  any  diificultjr  i 
obtaining  allotments;  and  he  thong) 
that  before  they  adopted  the  princip 
of  the  compulsory  taking  of  land  ooi 
tained  in  the  Bill  they  might  have  h( 
some  farther  inquiry.  It  would  hai 
been  far  better  to  have  rested  the  Bi 
upon  the  readiness  of  landowners 
give  allotmedts,  rather  than  by  tfa 
compulsory  clause  to  rob  them  of  ai 
credit  in  the  matter.  Before  adoptiv 
that  principle  they  should  have  tri< 
tlio  voluntary  system,  and  if  they  hfl 
found  it  fail  they  could  have  gone  bac 
on  to  compulsion.  He  denied,  howeve 
that  the  voluntary  system  would  hai 
failed.  He  regretted  that  Her  Mqesty 
Government,  whether  from  Parliamei 
tary  or  electoral  exigencies,  had  gox 
as  far  as  they  had  done  in  thui  Bill.  B 
did  not  propose,  however,  to  offer  o] 
position  to  the  passage  of  the  measur 
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or  to  detain  their  Lordships  by  movlDg 
Amendments. 

Lord  MONK  BEETTON  said,  that  if 
the  Bill  had  come  before  their  Lordships 
at  an  earlier  period  of  the  Session ,  he 
might  have  felt  disposed  to  move  certain 
Amendments.  But  he  did  not  disapprove 
of  the  Bill  as  a  whole,  and  he  cordially 
approved  of  its  object.  He  should  be 
Borry  to  see  it  delayed  or  endangered, 
and  he  therefore  hoped  that  it  would 
pass  through  the  House  without  Amend- 
ment, or,  at  all  events,  without  any 
Amendment  of  a  contentious  character. 
He  thought  the  Government,  especially 
the  President  of  the  Local  Government 
Board,  had  dealt  very  fairly  and  rea- 
sonably with  the  subject  in  the  circum- 
stances in  which  they  had  been  placed 
towards  the  end  of  the  Session. 

The  Earl  of  DUNRAVEN  said,  he 
did  not  consider  the  Bill  altogether  in- 
capable of  amendment.  If  there  were 
time  and  opportunity  it  would  be  pos- 
sible to  make  suggestions  perhaps  of 
some  value  in  the  way  of  simplifying 
the  methods  and  machinery  of  the  mea- 
sure ;  but  it  would  bo  most  unfortunate 
at  that  period  of  the  Session  if  any 
Amendment  were  made  which  would 
tend  to  delay,  and  possibly  to  defeat,  the 
Bill.  He  desired  to  know  whether 
Clause  12  of  the  Bill  would  permit  of 
the  allotment  managers  turning  part  of 
the  common  land  into  meadow  for  the 
purposes  of  securing  hay.  There  was 
some  doubt  on  this  point.  He  must  be 
allowed  to  express  his  personal  satisfac- 
tion, and  he  also  believed  that  of  the 
great  majority  of  their  Lordships,  at 
Her  Majesty's  Government  having  been 
able  to  deal  with  the  allotments'  ques- 
tion that  Session ;  and  in  spite  of  the 
somewhat  ominous  circumstance  that  his 
noble  and  learned  Friend  (Lord  Bram- 
well)  was  in  favour  of  the  Bill,  he 
thought  it  would  be  found  to  work 
well. 

The  Earl  of  WINCHILSEA  said, 
he  also  approved  of  the  Bill;  but  he 
desired  to  move  an  Amendment  to  Clause 
12  if,  in  its  present  shape,  it  would  not 
permit  the  allotment  managers  to  set 
apart  common  land  for  hay,  as  it  would 
be  of  little  use  supplying  pasturage  for 
labourers'  cows,  if  means  were  not  also 
taken  to  supply  them  with  hay  during 
winter.  He  should  like  to  know  whe- 
ther the  point  had  been  considered  by 
the  Government. 

VOL.  CCCXX.    [third  series.] 


Lord  BALFOUH  said,  the  point  had 
been  considered,  and  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  were  advised  that  there  was 
nothing  in  the  clause  to  prevent  the 
allotment  managers  making  provision 
for  the  supply  of  hay,  as  suggested. 

The  UNDEE  SECEETARY  of 
STATE  for  the  COLONIES  (The 
Earl  of  Onslow)  said,  that  he,  too,  had 
been  assured  by  a  high  authority  that 
the  clause  in  its  present  form  would 
have  the  efPect  desired. 

Viscount  CROSS  said,  he  could  not 
allow  the  debate  to  close  without  ex- 
pressing his  acknowledgments  to  the 
House  for  the  way  in  which  the  Bill 
had  been  received. 

Motion  agreed  to ;  House  in  Com- 
mittee accordingly;  Bill  reported  with- 
out Amendment,  and  to  be  read  3* 
To-morrow, 

TRAMWAYS  (WAR  DEPARTMENT)  BILL. 
{The  Lord  Harris.) 

(no.  255.)     committee. 

House  in  Committee  (according  to 
order). 

The  under  SECRETARY  op 
STATE  for  war  (Lord  Harris)  said, 
the  object  of  the  Bill  was  to  enable  the 
Secretary  of  State  to  acquire,  in  a  more 
simple  form  than  he  now  could,  such 
land  as  was  necessary  for  military  tram- 
ways for  the  defence  of  the  country. 
The  existing  powers  of  the  Secretary  of 
State  were  defined  by  the  Defence  Act 
of  1842  ;  but  in  effect  it  had  been  found 
an  exceptionally  cumbrous  Act  to  work. 
There  were  at  present  several  instances 
— at  Stromal  Common  in  Yorkshire,  and 
Chatham  in  the  South  of  England — 
where  the  War  Department  wished,  and 
where  it  was  actually  necessary  for  the 
defence  of  the  country,  that  tramways 
should  be  made  for  military  purposes ; 
but  it  so  happened  that  though  runnings 
for  their  greater  length  over  War  De- 
partment lands  there  were  small  plots 
intervening,  and  rights  of  way  crossing 
the  proposed  line.  The  Act  now  intro- 
duced would  render  it  a  more  simple 
process  for  the  Secretary  of  State  to 
acquire  these  plots,  and  to  run  round, 
or  cross  the  highways ;  while  at  the 
same  time  the  public  would  be  pro- 
tected in  the  first  instance  by  a  Petition 
to  the  Board  of  Trade  against  the  Pro- 
visional Order,  and  ultimately,  if  no 
agreement  could  be  come  to  between 
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the  parties,  to  Parliament  before  the 
Provisional  Order  could  be  confirmed. 

Bill  reported  ^x^gxjX  Amendment,  and 
to  be  read  3^  Tomorrow, 

WOMEN'S  SUFFRAGE  BILL. 
MOTION. 

The  CHAIEMAN  of  COMMITTEES 
(The  Duke  of  Buckingham  and  CiiiVNDos), 
in  rising  to  move  that  that  '^  Bill  be  not 
further  inserted  in  the  list  of  Bills  in 
progress/'  said,  that  he  made  the  Motion, 
not  with  any  desire  to  oppose  the  Bill, 
or  to  deprive  the  noble  Lord  who  intro- 
duced it  (Lord  Denman)  of  any  legiti- 
mate opportunity  of  bringing  the  ques- 
tion forward,  but  solely  with  the  view  of 
preserving  the  regularity  of  proceedings 
in  their  Lordships*  House.     Formerly,  a 
Bill  could  be  entered  in  the  Minutes  as 
rejected ;  but  for  the  last  half  century 
the  practice  had  prevu^]ed  of  moving 
that  a  measure  be  postponed  for  three, 
or  six  months.     That  was  considered  a 
more  courteous  way  of  dismissing  a  Bill 
from  consideration  than  a  direct  Motion 
for  its  rejection.     It  was,  in  fact,  laid 
down  by  the  authorities  that  this  post- 
ponement of  a  measure  was  equivalent 
to  its  rejection,  and  hitherto  such  post 
ponement  had  invariably  been  viewed 
as  the  dismissal  of  the  measure  from 
further  consideration  for  the   Session. 
Now,  the  Women's  Suffrage  Bill  was 
rejected  in  the  early  part  of  the  Ses- 
sion in  the   usual  way  —  namely,   by 
a  Motion  postponing  it  for  six  months. 
That   period  of  time  having  elapsed, 
and    the    Session    not    having  ended, 
the    Bill    was    again    put     down     for 
second  reading ;    but  their   Lordships, 
having  regard  to  the  circumstances  of 
the  case,  determined  that  the  Question 
should  not  be  put.     If  Bills  which  had 
been  rejected  by  Motions  of  postpone- 
ment were  to  be  resuscitated,  as  that 
Bill  had  been,  in  the  same  Session  of 
Parliament,  it  would    be   necessary  to 
consider  whether   the    practice   of    the 
House  ought  not  to  be  changed.     But 
as  the  practice  that  a  postponement  for 
three  or  six  months  was  equivalent  to 
the  rejection  of  a   measure   had   boon 
universally  recognized  up  to  the  present, 
it  would,  he  thought,  be  well  to  adhere 
to  the  practice  as  it  existed  now.     The 
special  difficulty  in  connection  with  the 
Bill  before  their  Lordships  would  be  got 
rid  of  by  the  Kesolution  which  he  had 

Lord  Harris 


E laced  on  the  Paper,  and  which  he  nc 
egged  to  move. 

Moved,  "That  the  Bill  be  not  furtl 
inserted  in  the  list  of  Bills  in  progn 
printed  with  the  Minutes  of  this  Hou« 
— {The  Duke  of  Buehingham  and  Chanit 

LoBD  DENMAN  said,  he  moat 
allowed  to  express  his  regret  that  i 
Bill  could  not  be  favourably  entertainc 
There  had  been  no  real  objection  offer 
to  the  principle  of  the  Bill  when  he  i 
troduoed  it,  and  there  was  no  val 
reason  for  not  proceedinf^  with  it.  T 
Prime  Minister  simply  asked  their  Loi 
ships  to  postpone  it  entirely  out  of  defi 
once  to  the  other  House,  which  had 
Women's  Suf&age  Bill  before  it.  I 
considered  that  the  municipal  franchi 
having  been  given  to  women  in  IrelaD 
it  followed  that  the  Parliamentary  £ra 
ohise  ought  to  be  given  to  women  posset 
ing  the  necessary  legal  quidificatioi 
He  was  an  old  man,  and  was  more  i 
debted  than  most  people  to  sensiL 
women,  and  he  should  like  to  know  th 
after  his  death  his  widow  woald  have 
vote.  He  hoped  he  would  be  allowc 
to  put  the  Bill  down  for  a  second  reat 
ing  to-morrow. 

The  LORD  CHANOELLOB  (Lw 

Halsbubt)  said,  he  did  not  think  thi 

the  Bill  was  likely  to  eng^age  moeh  c 

their  attention  during  the  remainder  c 

the  Session ;   but  the  question  of  pn 

cedent  in  connection  with  procedure  i 

such  cases    might  be  important  hen 

after.    He  could  not  help  thinking  Qu 

the  noble  Lord  (Lord  Denmanj  hai3  sw 

cessf ully  disposed  of  his  own  argamen^ 

He  said  that  it  was  a  lunar  month,  an 

that  the  month  brought  the  date  o 

a  Sunday.    If  that  were  so,   the  Bi 

was  postponed  to  a  period  when  tli 

House  was  not  sitting,  and  it  fell  nndi 

the  recognized  practice  when  the  Semac 

had    expired.    He    believed    that  tli 

calendar  month  was   the  proper  eoi 

struction  of  the  month  in  that  Home 

but  if  it  was  a  lunar  month,  the  nobl 

Jjord  did  not  on  the  proper  day  mor 

the  Bill  when  it  came  on,  therefore  i 

was  a  lapsed  Order,  and  the  Bill,  accord 

ing  to  Parliamentary  practice,  ought  nc 

to  be  proceeded  with.    It,  under  sod 

circumstances,  the  Bill  was  to  be  reviTsd 

it  must  be  done  by  a  Motion  made  ii 

the  House,  and  could  not  be  done  by  i 

noble  Lord  going  to  the  Glerk  aft  thi 

Table  and  maldng  a  private  «"»""««»■ 
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cation.  He  thought  that  if  their  Lord- 
ships assented  to  the  noble  Lord's  pro- 
posal they  would  establish  a  precedent 
of  the  greatest  possible  inconvenience. 
If  Bills  disposed  of  as  this  had  been 
disposed  of  were  to  be  revived,  and  the 
understanding  which  now  existed  was 
departed  from,  it  would  be  necessary  to 
move  the  rejection  of  Bills,  and  this 
would  be  obviously  inconvenient.  The 
old  form  of  moving  the  rejection  of  a 
Bill,  of  course,  killed  it  for  ever;  but 
he  rather  thought  the  more  courteous 
form  of  postponement  for  six  months 
was  adopted  on  the  understanding  that 
the  Bill  should  not  be  brought  forward 
again  in  the  same  Session.  As  to  the 
Motion  of  the  noble  Duke  the  Chair- 
man of  Committees,  he  was  not  sure  that 
that  was  strictly  in  order ;  but  he  hopod 
their  Lordships  would  not  be  troubled 
again  by  questions  of  this  kind. 

Motion  agreed  to, 

govern:ment  of  malta. 

QUESTION. 

Eabl  DE  la  WAER  asked  Her 
Majesty's  Government,  Whether  it  was 
convenient  to  give  further  information 
with  regard  to  the  suggestions  of  the 
Maltese  people  on  the  subject  of  Con- 
stitutioncd  changes  in  the  Local  Govern- 
ment ;  whether  they  would  be  favour- 
ably considered ;  and  what  course  Iler 
Majesty's  Government  proposed  to  take 
in  respect  of  them  ? 

The  under  SECRETARY  op 
STATE  FOB  THE  COLONIES  (The  Earl 
of  Onslow),  in  reply,  said,  the  Govern- 
ment had  received  the  draft  of  a  project 
for  the  formation  of  a  Constitution, 
drawn  up  by  a  Committee  appointed  by 
an  assembly  of  citizens  in  Malta.  In 
forwarding  the  draft  scheme,  the 
Governor  desired  to  inform  the  Secretary 
of  State  of  the  spirit  of  moderation 
which  had  been  exhibited  by  the  gentle- 
man who  had  had  a  conference  with 
him,  and  the  spirit  so  evinced  enabled 
the  Governor  to  believe  that  a  scheme 
for  the  government  of  the  island  might 
be  satisfactory  to  the  inhabitants.  In 
reply  to  this  despatch,  the  Secretary  of 
State  informed  the  Governor  that  he 
approved  his  action  in  the  matter,  and 
was  gratified  by  the  conciliatory  tone  in 
which  the  communications  between  him- 
self and  the  Committee  had  been  con- 
ducted.   The  Secretary  of  State  added 


that  he  desired  to  arrive  at  a  conclusion 
to  meet  the  wishes  of  the  people  of 
Malta,  and  that  the  present  proposals 
would  have  his  most  careful  considera- 
tion. At  present  the  Lieutenant  Go- 
vernor was  engaged  in  taking  an  active 
part  in  the  measures  to  arrest  the  spread 
of  the  infection  of  cholera  which  unfor- 
tunately prevailed  in  the  island,  and, 
under  the  circumstances,  the  Govern- 
ment had  not  thought  is  advisable  to  ask 
him  to  come  to  this  country  to  confer 
with  them  upon  the  subject  of  the  pro- 
posed Constitutional  changes ;  but  it 
was  hoped  that  in  a  little  time,  probably 
next  month,  or  at  all  events  by  the 
middle  of  November,  cholera  would 
so  far  abate  as  to  enable  the  Lieutenant 
Governor  to  leave,  and  come  home  to 
confer  with  the  Government  as  to  the 
draft  Constitution.  Speaking  generally, 
he  might  say  that  the  suggestions 
appeared  to  be  such  as  the  Government 
might  be  able  to  accept,  and  would  re- 
ceive consideration  in  the  Recess.  The 
views  of  the  Government  would  be  pub- 
lished in  Malta  in  time  for  an  expres- 
sion of  opinion  to  be  given  before  the 
next  Elections  took  place  about  next 
December. 

AGRIOULTURAL    DEPRESSION. 
PETITION  PBESENTED. 

Ea&l  DE  LA  WARR  presented  a 
Petition  from  members  of  the  Denbigh- 
shire and  Flintshire  Agricultural  So- 
ciety. The  Petition  pointed  out  the 
grievous  state  in  which  the  agricultural 
interests  of  this  country  were  placed  by 
the  very  low  prices  that  had  prevailed 
for  some  time.  Should  that  condition 
continue,  a  very  large  proportion  of  the 
land  of  Great  Britain  would  be  thrown 
out  of  cultivation.  The  Petitioners  also 
called  attention  to  the  fact  that  50  per 
cent  of  the  food  of  the  people  was  de- 
rived from  foreign  sources,  and  that  in 
the  event  of  war  with  any  of  the  Great 
Naval  Powers  the  food  of  this  country 
might  be  raised  to  famine  prices.  In 
conclusion,  they  prayed  that  their  Lord- 
ships would  give  their  serious  attention 
to  the  condition  of  agricultural  affairs, 
and  expressed  a  hope  that  steps  would 
be  taken  to  avert  the  danger  wnioh  had 
been  pointed  out  of  land  going  out  of 
cultivation.  He  wished  to  express  his 
entire  concurrence  with  the  words  of 
the  Petition,  and  to  ask  their  Lordships' 
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attention  to  the  reasonable  views  it  ex- 
pressed, lie  would  remind  their  Lord- 
ships that  no  measure  had  been  passed 
in  the  course  of  this  protracted  Session 
with  the  view  of  giving  any  relief  to 
agriculture.  He  must  also  add  that  no 
attempt,  so  far  as  he  was  aware,  had  been 
made  by  Her  Majesty's  Government,  or 
by  Parliament,  to  solve  the  difficult 
question  of  foreign  and  Colonial  com- 
petition, which  was  striking  a  deadly 
blow  at  the  interests  of  agriculture. 
On  the  contrary,  early  in  the  Session 
the  noble  Marquess  at  the  head  of  the 
Government  (the  Marquess  of  Salisbury) 
stated  that  he  did  not  entertain  any 
hope  of  being  able  to  cope  with  an  evil 
of  this  kind  by  any  form  of  legislation. 
He  (Earl  De  la  Warr)  ventured  to  think 
that  the  view  which  was  taken  in  this 
Petition  was  in  no  way  akin  to  the  view 
expressed  by  the  noble  Marquess.  The 
Petitioners  said,  that  if  it  was  inadvis- 
able to  impose  an  import  duty  on  foreign 
produce,  it  was  possible  to  relieve  the 
agricultural  interest  of  many  rates  and 
taxes  that  now  pressed  so  heavily  upon 
that  industry.  This  surely  fell  within 
the  scope  of  legislative  action.  Not- 
withstanding the  discouraging  declara- 
tion of  Her  Majesty's  Government,  he 
thought  there  were  unmistakable  signs 
that  the  country  was  awakening  to  the 
necessity  of  something  being  done,  and 
that  promptly,  to  relieve  the  agricul- 
tural interest  by  a  reform  of  the  fiscal 
system  and  the  incidence  of  taxation, 
and  by  a  readjustment  of  foreign  and 
Colonial  tariffs  as  far  as  it  was  possible. 

Petition  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  Table. 

House  adjourned  at  Six  o'clock, 

till  To-morrow,  a  Quarter 

past  Four  o'clock. 


PUBLIC  TiiLiA-^S^cond  Beading  —  Sapeniui 
tion  Acta  Amendment  [354]:  Vacti 
Grounds  (Nuisances  Prevention)  [3S8\ 

Committee  —  Local  Government  Boun^a 
[224]— R.P.  ;  Copyhold  £nfranchiB«ine 
[369]— R.p. 

Committee  —  Report  —  Technical  Schools  (Six 
land)*  [358]. 

Third  Reading — Merchant  Shipping  (Mbc 
laneous)*  [348],  and  panned. 

irithdtawn—SvLxeTiiXe  OflFenders*  [240]  :D 
tressed  Unions  (Ireland)  *  [307] ;  Munici] 
RegiUation  (Oonstabularj,  &c.)  (Belfast)  (i 
eommA  [291];  Tempoxaiy  Dwellingi  (i 
eomm.)^  [370]. 

QUESTIONS. 


HOUSE    OF     COMMONS, 

Thursday y  Sth  SepUmhery  1887. 


MINUTES.]  —  Select  Committee  —  Report 
—  Kitchen  and  Refreshment  Committee 
[No.  320]. 

Supply — considered  in  Committee— Navy  Esti- 
mates, Votes  11  to  17;    Army  Estimates, 
Votes  16,  6  to  9,  11  to  15,  17,  18,  20  to  25. 
Resolutions  [September  7]  reported. 

Ways  and  Meass— considered  in  Committee — 
£34,242,209,  Consolidated  Fund. 

£arl  Be  La  Warr 


BOARD    OF     TRADE     (RAILWAT   T 
PARTMENT)— LEVEL  CROSSINGS. 

Mr.  H.  GABDNEH  (Esses,  Saffin 
Walden)  asked  the  Secretary  to  tl 
Board  of  Trade,  Whether  the  Boa 
of  Trade  has  any  authority  over  tl 
Eaili^ay  Oompanies  in  the  matter 
level  crossings;  and,  if  so,  whether, 
view  of  the  large  proportion  of  fat 
accidents  connected  with  railways  o 
curring  at  level  crossings,  he  wiU  tal 
such  steps  as  are  needful  to  secure  tl 
safety  of  railway  servants  and  thepuhl 
at  these  dangerous  places  ? 

Tub  SEOHETA!kY  (Baron  Hxn 
Db  Wobms  (Liverpool,  East  Tozteth] 
Special  powers  are,  in  some  oases,  coi 
ferred  upon  the  Board  of  Trade  by  tl 
Private  Acts  of  Parliament  authorizin 
the  construction  of  railways.  Powei 
are  also  conferred  on  the  Board  of  Trac 
by  the  Railway  Glauses  Act,  1863,  8e 
tion  7,  to  direct  a  Oomnany  to  carry  tli 
turnpike  road  or  public  oaniage  roa 
either  under  or  over  the  railway  I 
means  of  a  bridge  or  arch,  instead  < 
crossing  the  same  on  the  level.  Th 
provision  only  affects  level  orossinf 
authorized  since  1863,  and  confe 
no  powers  with  regard  to  foot-pal 
crossings. 

Mr.  H.  GARDNEB  asked,  whethi 
the  hon.  Oentleman  was  aware  that 
great  proportion  of  railway  aooideni 
occurred  on  level  crossings ;  and  whethc 
he  did  not  think  that  the  Board  of  Trad 
should  apply  for  further  powers  in  tli 
matter  ? 

Baron  HENBY  DE  WOBMS :  I  ai 
aware  that  a  great  many  accidents  haf 
happened  lately  at  levd  crossingSi  an 
the  attention  of  the  Bailway  Oompanie 
has  been  directed  by  the  Board  of  Trad 
to  the  danger  that  exists.    Forttier  thw 
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f-    that,  in  the  present  state  of  the  law,  the 
'    power  of  the  Board  does  not  go. 

k 

I  NATIONAL  EDUCATION  (IRELAND)— 
"  MR.  QUINN,  HEAD  MASTER  OF  THE 
:         NATIONAL  SCHOOLS,  TANDRAGEE. 

Sir  JAMES  COREY  (Armagh,  Mid). 
^  asked  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  If  it  is  true  that 
the  headmaster  (Mr.  Quinn)  of  the 
National  School,  Tan  dragee,  is  the  cor- 
respondent of  the  Nationalist  newspaper, 
the  Morninp  News,  of  Belfast,  and  that 
he  attends  the  Petty  Sessions  Court 
during  school  hours,  to  report  its  pro- 
ceedings to  that  paper  ? 

The  parliamentary  UNDER 
SECRETARY  (Colonel  King-Habman) 
(Kent,  Isle  of  Thanet)  (who  replied) 
fiaid,  he  had  to  inform  his  hon.  Friend 
that  the  Commissioners  of  National 
Education  had  fully  investigated  the 
charge  against  Mr.  Quinn,  and  found 
there  was  no  ground  for  it. 

IRISH  LAND  COMMISSION— THE  "  BLUE 
BOOKS."  -  LEASEHOLDERS*  RENT 
FIXTURES. 

Mr.  D.  SULLIVAN  (Westmeath,  S.) 
(for  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy)  (Longford,  N.) 
asked  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  Will  the  Land 
Commission  Blue  Books  he  arranged  in 
future  to  show  leaseholders'  rent  fixtures 
separately  ? 

thb  parliamentary  under 

SECRETARY  (Colonel  King-Harman) 
(Kent,  Isle  of  Thanet)  (who  replied) 
said,  the  Land  Commissioners  had  in- 
formed him  that  the  Blue  Books  issued 
by  them  would  show  the  rents  fixed  in 
the  cases  of  leaseholders  separately  from 
those  fixed  for  yearly  tenants'  valuation 
lists  in  the  Land  Commission  Court. 

LAND  COMMISSION  COURTS-PRODUC- 
TION  OF  CERTIFICATES  OF  VALUA- 
TION. 

Mr.  D.  SULLIVAN  (Westmeath,  S.) 
(for  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy)  (Longford,  N.) 
asked  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  Whether,  as  the 
Land  Commission  Courts  require  appli- 
cants to  produce,  at  the  hearing  of  their 
cases,  certificates  of  the  valuation  of 
their  holdings,  to  enable  them  to  fix  a 
fair  rent,  and,  as  the  copies  of  the  valua- 
tion lists  furnished  by  the  Commissioner 
of  Valuation  to  clerks  of  unions  do  not 
show  the  value  of  land  separate  from 


buildings,  it  is  the  fact  that  the  correct 
valuation  of  such  buildings  cannot  be 
given  in  the  certificates  by  clerks  of 
unions;  and,  whether,  therefore,  as 
buildings,  as  a  rule,  are  in  Ireland 
erected  by  the  tenants,  arrangements  can 
bo  made  in  the  Valuation  Office  to  show 
the  valuation  of  buildings  separately; 
and,  if  so,  would  the  Land  Commission 
object  to  alter  their  forms  accordingly, 
as  the  valuation  of  buildings  and  of  land 
are  now  lumped  together  therein? 

The  PARLIAMENTARY  UNDER 
SECRETARY  (Colonel  Kino-Harman) 
(Kent,  Isle  of  Thanet)  (who  replied) 
said:  The  Land  Commissioners  report 
that  the  practice  which  exists  of  re- 
quiring applicants  to  produce  a  certifi- 
cate of  valuation  of  their  holding  has 
been  adopted  for  the  very  purpose  of 
enabling  the  Court  to  ascertain  how 
much  of  the  gross  Poor  Law  valuation 
is  on  the  land  and  how  much  on  the 
buildings.  The  Commissioners  believe 
that  the  certificate  of  the  Clerk  of  the 
Union  is  but  a  copy  of  the  valuation 
furnished  by  the  Valuation  Office,  Dub- 
blin ;  and  that  the  valuation  books,  as 
furnished  to  Clerks  of  Unions,  do  not  dis- 
tinguish the  value  of  the  land  from  that 
of  the  building.  To  alter  the  form  of 
originating  notice  by  specifying  that  the 
valuation  should  be  that  of  the  land 
alone  would  not  be,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  Commissioners,  an  advantage  ;  as  in 
such  cases,  by  reason  of  the  trouble  of 
getting  the  separate  valuation  in  the 
first  instance,  the  applicants  would,  in 
most  instances,  leave  the  originating 
notice  incomplete.  If  the  Valuation 
Office  adopts  the  practice  of  supplying 
the  information  as  to  the  separate 
valuation  of  land  and  buildings,  in  such 
case  the  Land  Commissioners  would  be 
prepared  to  make  an  alteration  in  the 
form  requiring  each  to  be  given,  as  the 
information  would  then  be  within  the 
reach  of  applicants.  The  Commissioner 
of  Valuation  states,  in  another  letter, 
that  arrangements  can  be  made  at  the 
Valuation  Office  to  issue  certificates  to 
all  applicants  at  a  small  fee,  showing 
the  area  and  valuation  of  land  and  the 
valuation  of  buildings  separately. 

ROYAL  IRISH  CONSTABULARY  —  THB 
"  QUEEN  r.  SUB-INSPECTOR  SOMBR- 
VILLE  AND  CONSTABLE  WARD.'; 

Mb.  BLANE  (Armagh,  S.):    asked 
Mr.  Attorney  Oeneral  for  Ireland,  If  h9 
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has  entorod  ft  nolh  pro»eqin  in  the  caso 
of  tUo  "Queen  v.  Sub- Inspector  Somer- 
ville  and  Oonatablo  Ward  ?  " 

The  attorney  GENERAL  fob 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Giiison)  (Liverpool, 
Walton) :  I  have  to  soy  yes,  Sir.  It 
iras  done  at  the  last  Cork  Aasizee. 


BOARD      OF    WORKS  —  STOWMARKET 

COUNTY  COUKT. 

Mr.  BLANE  (Armagh,  S.)  asked  the 

First  Commissioner  of  Works,   If  Mr. 

Fitzgerald,  from  the  Board  ot  Works 
Oifico,  who  Tiaited  Stowmarkot  recently 
to  inquire  into  tho  sitting  accommoda- 
tion of  tho  County  Ooutt,  lias  made  hia 
Eeport ;  if  it  be  true  that  a  deputation 
of  tradesmen,  consisting  of  the  leading 
men  of  the  town,  waited  upon  Mr. 
Fitzgerald  to  protest  against  the  in- 
adequate provision  made  for  suitors, 
and  recommending  that  the  local  Insti- 
tate  Hall  be  hired  ;  if  a  Report  of  the 
complaints  made  has  been  furnished  to 
him,  will  .the  same  be  laid  upon  the 
Table  of  the  House ;  and,  if  it  Has  been 
decided  to  hold  all  future  Courts  at  the 
Institute  instead  of  the  old  Courthouse  ? 
The  first  COMMISSIONER  (Mr. 
Plunket)  (Dublin  University) :  Mr. 
Fitzgerald  did  recently  visit  Stowmarket 
of&ciallj,  and  while  there  he  was  waited 
upon  by  an  informal  deputation  of  mer- 
cnEiuts  and  others,  who  complained  of 
the  inadequate  accommodation  provided 
for  the  County  Court  in  their  town,  and 
requested  that  the  local  Institute  Hall 
should  be  hired  for  the  purpose.  Mr. 
Fitzgerald  reported  to  me  on  the  30th 
of  last  mouth  in  favour  of  that  sugges- 
tion ;  and  I  at  once  applied  to  the  Re- 
gistrar of  the  County  Court  for  his 
opinion  upon  it.  Unless  the  Registrar 
should  raise  any  objection,  which  I  do 
not  at  all  anticipate,  the  desired  change 
shall  bo  made  with  as  little  delay  as 
possible. 

MOROCCO— THE  HLAVE  TRADE. 
Da.  TANNER  (Cork  Co.,  Mid)  asked 
tho  Under  Secretary  of  rttato  for  Foreign 
AUairs,  If  tho  reports  are  correct  that 
the  Slave  Trade  is  still  active  in  Klorocco 
and  the  other  towns  of  that  State,  and 
that  the  slave  dealers  have  quite  re* 
cently  hawked  their  human  victims 
about  the  slroets,  chiefly  children  and 
youDg  negreaaes,  offering  them  for  sale; 
and,  whether  the  Oovernmout  will  use 
Mr.  Slant 


(OOUMONSt  Soars  of  Worii.  1«4 

its  inflaence  with  the  Soltan  of  Moreno 
to  oheok  this  practice  F 

The  under  SECRETARY  or 
STATE  (Sir  James  Feeoubsow)  (Man- 
cheator,  N.E.) :  Her  Majeaty's  Govara- 
ment  regret  that  the  Slavo  Trade  Btill 
exists  in  Morocco,  and  that  an  open 
market  for  the  disposal  of  human  beings 
is  held  twice  each  week  in  Morocco 
city.  The  presumption,  therefore,  is 
that  the  trade  is  also  active  in  the  Pro- 
vinces. Her  Majesty's  Minister  has 
standing  iDstruotioQB  to  do  what  he  can 
in  discouragement  of  the  practice ;  but 
active  iateiferenco  with  it  is  not  pos- 


METROPOLITAN    BOARD   OF  WORKS- 

THE    CHURCH    OP    8T.    MART-LE- 

STRAND. 

Sir  GEORGE  CAMPBELL  (Kirk- 
caldy, &c.,)  asked  thehon.  Member  for 
the  Knutsiord  Division  of  Cheshire,  ss 
representing  the  Metropolitan  Board  of 
Works,  Whether  the  Board  propose  to 
remove  the  chutnb  called  St.  Mary-le- 
Strand,  which  so  much  blocks  the  way 
in  the  Strand,  and  is  understood  to  be 
in  a  dangerous  condition  ?  And  also  s 
further  Question  in  regard  to  the  pay- 
ment of  compensation. 

Mr.  TATTON  EGERTON  (Ohesbiro, 
Xnutsford),  in  reply,  said,  that  the  only 
action  that  the  Board  had  taken  villi 
regard  to  the  church  referred  to  had 
been  to  serve  a  danger  notioe  on  the 
rector  and  churchwardens  based  on  tho 
report  of  the  distriot  surveyor,  to  render 
the  building  safe.  Some  few  years  ago, 
several  schemes  were  under  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Board  for  widening  the 
Strand  at  this  point,  and  forming  anew 
communication  witli  Holbom ;  out  no 
particular  plan  had  been  decided  npon, 
and,  owing  to  financial  consideration s, 
no  action  hod  been  taken  on  the  propoaalt. 
The  Board  were  not  in  possession  of  any 
facts  with  regard  to  the  nambers  ot 
persons  who  used  the  ohuxch  ;  and  as  to 
the  Board  making  any  compenution  in 
the  event  of  the  churoa  being"  done  away 
with,  that  was  rather  a  matte  whidi 
would  be  dealt  with  in  any  proposal  for 
widening  the  Strand. 

Sir  GEORGE  OAMI^ELL  uked. 
whether  it  had  been  oonndond  thati  if 
money  was  expended  in  repairing  the 
church,  it  would  be  leas  likely  that  it 
would  be  acquired  ^^for  widening  the 
street. 
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Mb.  TATTON   EGERTON  said,  the  ;  for  the  Colonies,  Whether  he  is  aware 
question  had  only  been  considered  gene- 
rally in  the  way  he  had  stated  in  connec- 
tion  with   schemes    for    widening    the 
Strand. 


BURIALS    ACTS  —  PROPOSED    CEME- 
TERIES IN  EAST  HAM. 

Major  BANES  (West  Ham,  E.) 
asked  the  President  of  the  Local  Go- 
vernment Board,  If  he  is  aware  that 
three  cemeteries  are  being  projected  in 
East  Ham,  in  defiance  of  tho  Local 
Authorities  and  the  residents,  although 
there  are,  in  the  immediate  neighbour- 
hood,— namely,  West  Ham,  Manor  Park, 
and  Forest  Gate,  six  cemeteries  already ; 
whether  he  will  inquire  if  any  necessity 
exists  for  these  additional  cemeteries, 
and  as  to  the  persons  by  whom  they  are 
projected ;  and,  if  the  proposed  ceme- 
teries are  found  to  be  unnecessary,  whe- 
ther the  Local  Government  Board  has  any 
powers  by  which  the  inhabitants  of  the 
districts  can  be  protected  from  the  nui- 
sance and  depreciation  of  property  which 
must  arise  from  the  opening  of  new 
cemeteries  in  addition  to  those  already 
existing  there  ? 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
THE  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Mr.  Mat- 
thews; (Birmingham,  E.)  (who  replied) 
said :  I  ha?e  received  notice  of  the  proj  ectcd 
promotion  of  two  cemeteries  in  East 
Ham.  I  have  also  received  objections  to 
their  establishment  from  local  bodies  and 
residents.  I  understand  that  there  are  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  East  Ham  nume- 
rous cemeteries  which  afford  abundant 
accommodation  for  burials.  As  there  is 
no  closing  order  for  East  Ham,  neither 
the  Home  OflB.ce  nor  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  have  any  legal  power  to 
prevent  the  formation  of  the  proposed 
cemeteries ;  and,  therefore,  it  is  not  pro- 
posed to  hold  any  Government  inquiry 
into  the  matter. 

MiUOB  BANES  asked,  whether  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  would  consider 
the  circumstances  in  connection  with  the 
Local  Government  Bill,  with  a  view  to 
the  Local  Authority  having  a  voice  in 
such  a  question  ? 

Mr.  MATTHEWS  :  Yes ;  I  think  it  is 
a  question  well  worthy  of  consideration. 

SOUTH  AFRICA- ANNEXATION  OF 
ZULULAND. 

CoMMANDEB  BETHELL  (York,  E.R., 
Holderness)  asked  the  Secretary  of  State 


that  the  Colonial  Secretary  for  Natal  is 
recently  reported  to  have  said,  in  the 
Legislative  Council  of  that  Colony,  that 

**  It  had  always  beon  understood  that  the 
annoxation  of  Zululand  would  give  the  Colony 
an  opportunity  of  getting  rid  of  a  large  num- 
ber of  Natives;'* 

if,  in  that  observation,  which  appears  to 
have  been  made  in  reply  to  a  Motion  fa- 
vourable to  the  policy  of  transferring  Na- 
tives from  Natal  to  Zululand,  the  Colonial 
Secretary  was  rightly  interpreting  the 
intentions  of  the  Imperial  Qovernment  ; 
and  if  Her  Majesty's  Government  will 
take  care  that  no  regular  transference  of 
Natives  be  allowed  to  take  place,  except 
with  the  complete  and  unquestioned 
assent  of  the  Zulus  inhabiting  the  part 
of  the  country  to  which  it  may  be  pro- 
posed to  move  them  ? 

The  SECRETAEY  of  STATE  (Sir 
Henry  Holland)  (Hampstead) :  My 
attention  has  not  been  drawn  to  the 
report  in  question ;  but  it  has,  un- 
doubtedly, been  for  some  time  contem- 
plated that  a  portion  of  the  Native  in- 
habitants of  Natal,  who  came  into  the 
Colony  from  Zululand,  during  the  troubles 
in  that  country  and  who  are  now  o?er- 
crowded  would  seek  to  return,  and 
might  be  accommodated  in  Zululand. 
The  great  necessity,  however,  of  preserv- 
ing peace  and  good  order  in  Zululand,  will 
render  Her  Majesty's  Government  speci- 
ally careful  not  to  sanction  any  scheme 
of  transfer  of  Natal  Natives  to  Zululand 
unless  there  is  ample  room  for  them. 
Any  such  scheme  of  transfer  would  have 
to  be  submitted  to,  and  approved  by, 
the  Governor  of  Zululand  before  it  could 
be  carried  into  effect. 

WAR    OFFICE    (ORDNANCE    DEPART. 

MENT)— ISSUE  OF  DEFECTIVE 

AMMUNITION  POUCHES. 

General  ERASER  (Lambeth,  N.) 
asked  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War, 
If  he  is  aware  that  the  pouches  issued 
to  a  Cavalry  regiment,  intended  to  cany 
20  rounds  of  ball  ammunition,  were  found, 
on  a  recent  occasion,  to  be  of  such  in- 
ferior workmanship  as  to  give  way  in 
the  stitching  in  many  instances  under 
the  weight  of  only  1 0  rounds ;  whether,  on 
the  Report  of  the  Commanding  Officer 
upon  these  pouches  (specimens  of  whioh 
were  sent  with  the  Report  to  Woolwich), 
the  whole  regiment  was  supplied  with 
new  pouches,  which|  ox;  b^ing  examined 
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points  of  difficulty  have  arieen  in  tbe 
coureo  of  the  negotiatioaa  with  regard 
to  the  security  offered  for  the  payment 
of  tbe  interest  demanded  on  the  capiUl 
proposed  to  be  advanced  by  the  GoTem- 
ment  so  as  to  insure  the  Eschequer 
against  loss.  The  Secretary  for  Scotland 
hopes  to  overcome  this  difficulty  by 
obtaining,  if  possible,  a  f^axantee  from 
Local  Authorities,  or  otherwise,  for  the 
additional  security  required ;  and  if  thii 
very  desirable  object  can  he  attained 
the  Oovemment  will  be  -  ready  to  carry 
out  the  proposed  echeme  next  SessioD, 
and,  if  necessary,  to  introduce  legisla- 
tion for  the  purpose. 

M:b.  a.  SUTHERLAND  ashed  the 
right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman,  if 
his  attention  had  been  called  to  the 
correspondence  between  the  Foreign 
Office  and  the  authorities  of  the  United 
States  with  regard  to  tbe  emigration  of 
crofters  to  the  United  States  of  America, 
and  also  to  a  letter  which  appeared 
in  the  oorreapondenoe  from  Messrs. 
Henderson  Brothers  ? 

Mb.  J.  H.  A.  MAODONALD :  I  am 
not  able  to  answer  the  Question  at  all, 
except  to  say,  in  regard  to  the  answer 
I  have  given,  it  does  not  relate  to  any 
emigration  to  the  United  States. 

WAR   OFFICE-EIDrNGMASTEES  AMD 
QUABTERMA8TEE8— PKOMOTIOX 

FROM  THE  RANKS. 
Me.  BEADLAUGH  (Northampton) 
asked  the  Beorstary  of  State  for  War, 
Whether  it  is  true  that  Bidingmasteis 
and  Quartermasters  promoted  &om  the 
ranks,  and  with  more  than  25  ysan' 
commissioned  service,  havs,  though 
strongly  rooommended  by  their  re- 
spective Commanding  Offlcera  for  the 
rank  of  major,  been  recently  passed  over 
in  favour  of  offioers  of  seven,  10,  and 
14  years'  service  ;  and,  whether  there  it 
any,  and  what,  objeotioa  to  the  promo- 
tion to  the  rank  of  major  of  oflBoera  who 
have  risen  from  the  ranks  F 

The  SEOKETAEY  of  STATE  (Mr. 
E.  Btashope]  (Lincolnshire,  Homoastle): 
There  is  no  objection  whaterer  to  tlu 
promotion  of  officers  who  hare  risen  from 
tbe  ranks  to  the  rank  of  major,  and 
many  cases  have  occurred  in  which  snoli 
promotion  has  been  given.  But,  as  I 
have  already  fully  explained  to  the 
House,  it  was  decided  upon  the  Beport 
Committee  which  inquired  into  all 


and  tested  by  the  Commanding  Of&oer, 
were  found  to  be  quite  useless,  and  in- 
capable of  holding  tho  ammunition  tbe^f 
were  intended  for ;  and,  whether,  on  a 
further  Report  being  made  to  this  effect, 
tho  Officer  Commanding  was  ordered  to 
retain  these  pouches  ? 

Thz  SUEVEYOR  general  of 
ORDNANCE  (Mr.  NoRTnooTE)  (Exeter; 
(who  replied)  said  :  Not  long  since  the 
ammunition  pouches  of  a  Cavalry  regi- 
ment were  found  of  an  obsolete  pattern, 
and  were  exchanged  for  new  ones.  Tbe 
new  ones  were  complained  of  as  being 
too  small  to  contain  the  required  ammu- 
nition. On  inyestigation,  it  was  ascer- 
tained that  this  arose  from  the  cartridges 
not  having  been  put  in  the  pouches  In 
the  manner  laid  down  by  regulation. 
As  the  same  pouch  is  in  general  use  in 
Cavalry  regiments,  and  was  found,  on 
examination,  to  be  quite  serviceable, 
the  regiment  in  question  was  directed 
to  retain  the  supply. 

WAR  OFFICE  (ADXILIARY  FORCES)— 
MILITIA  VALISE  EaUIPMENT. 

General  FRASER  (Lambeth,  N.) 
asked  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War, 
When  the  Militia  will  be  supplied  with 
the  valiao  equipment  in  place  of  the 
knapsack,  the  latter  having  been  dis- 
carded by  the  Line  15  years  ago  ? 

The  SDRVEYOR  GENERAL  oi 
ORDNANCE  (Mr.  Northcotb)  (Exeter) 
(who  replied)  said :  The  exchange  of 
the  Militia  knapsacks  for  the  valise 
equipment  involves  considerable  ex- 
pense,  and  can  only  be  made  gradually. 
About  85,000  have  been  exchanged; 
and  it  is  hopod  that  the  condition  of  tbe 
store  will  allow  of  good  progress  being 
made  during  the  present  year. 

SCOTLAJfD— EMIGRATION   FROM    THE 
HIGHLANDS. 

Ma.  A.  SUTHERLAND  (Suther- 
land] asked  the  Lord  Advocate,  What 
are  the  intentions  of  Her  Majesty's  Qo- 
Temment  with  rogard  to  omigratioa  from 
the  Highlands  of  Scotland  ? 

The  LORD  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  J.  H.  A. 
Maodonald)  (Edinburgh  and  St.  An- 
drew's Universities) :  The  Government 
have  had  under  their  serious  considera- 
tion a  schemo  of  crofter  and  cottar  emi- 
gration for  the  HigUlanda  and  Islands 
of  Scotland  which  has  been  drawn  up 
by  the  Secretary  for  Scotland.  " 
General  Frater 
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that  promotion  to  the  rank  of  major 
should  not  be  by  seniority,  but  by 
selection,  to  fill  some  of  the  more  im- 
portant posts  held  by  these  officers. 

POOR  LAW  (IRELAND)— RELIEVING 
OFFICERS  OF  THE  BELFAST  POOR 
LAW  UNION. 

Mr.  SEXTON  (Belfast,  W.)  asked 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland,  Whether  the  relieving 
officers  of  Districts  Nos.  1  and  2  of  the 
Belfast  Poor  Law  Union  are  also  acting 
as  Assistant  Eegistrars  of  Births,  Mar- 
riages, and  Deaths  in  their  respectiye 
districts  in  contravention  of  the  General 
Order  of  the  Local  Government  Board 
of  the  2nd  of  August,  1847;  and,  whe- 
ther each  relieving  officer  of  this  union 
resides  within  his  own  district,  as  di- 
rected by  the  Local  Government  Board 
Circular  of  the  16th  of  July,  1847  ? 

The  parliamentary  UNDER 
SECRETARY  (Colonel  Kinq-Harman) 
(Kent,  Isle  of  Thanet)  (who  replied) 
said :  The  relieving  officers  of  Nos. 
1  and  2  Districts  of  Belfast  Union  act 
as  Assistant  Registars  of  Births,  Deaths, 
and  Marriages  for  Nos.  3  and  4  Regis- 
tration Districts  respectively.  The  Local 
Government  Board  Order  of  August  2, 
1847,  has  been  rescinded.  The  General 
Order  of  December  18,  1882,  which  is 
now  in  force,  does  not  require  these  offi- 
cers to  devote  their  whole  time  to  the 
duties  of  their  office.  The  Clerk  of  the 
Union  reports  that  all  the  relieving  offi- 
cers live  in  their  respective  districts, 
with  one  exception — the  relieving  offi- 
cer of  No.  1  District.  The  Local  Go- 
vernment Board  will  communicate  with 
the  Guardians  in  reference  to  the  case 
of  this  relieving  officer. 

THE  CURRENCY— THE  NEW  COINAGE. 

Mr.  DILLWYN  (Swansea,  Town) 
asked  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
If  it  is  true  that  the  authorities  at  the 
Mint  are  issuing  sets  of  the  new  coins 
complete,  of  which  the  current  value  is 
£9  68.  3(/.,  at  the  price  of  eleven 
guineas  ?  Also,  when  the  new  6d.  coins 
were  likely  to  be  issued  ? 

The  CHANCELLOR  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUER (Mr.  Goschen)  (St.  George's, 
Hanover  Square) :  A  large  number  of 
applications  were  received  by  the 
Deputy  Master  of  the  Mint  for  **  proof 
sets  of  the  coins  of  the  new  designs; 
and  it  has  been  usual  hitherto,  in  cases  | 


of  new  coinage,  to  prepare  such  "  proof  " 
coins  and  sell  them  to  the  public.  The 
Treasury  accordingly  authorized  the 
Mint  to  prepare  such  ''proof"  sets  in 
the  present  case.  Much  additional 
labour  was  involved  in  the  preparation  of 
these  coins,  which  had  to  be  struck  with 
great  care  in  the  medal  presses  (not  the 
presses  used  for  the  ordinary  Jubilee 
coins) ;  and  a  charge  of  about  25  per 
cent  above  the  nominal  value  of  the 
coins  had  to  be  made  to  cover  the  cost 
of  the  manufacture  of  these  ''proof" 
sets.  The  ordinary  coins  are,  as  the 
hon.  Member  is  aware,  obtainable 
through  bankers  at  the  nominal  price. 
As  to  the  new  6d.  coins,  they  are  not 
being  issued  any  further,  on  account  of 
the  objection  raised  to  them  that  they 
may  be  made  to  resemble  half-sovereigns 
if  they  are  gilded.  But  there  is  a  large 
stock  still  of  old  6d,  pieces,  and  also  of 
new  6d.  pieces  available.  As  -to  the 
gold  pieces,  the  last  intimation  I  had 
from  the  Mint  and  from  the  Bank  of 
England  was  that  there  was  a  consider- 
able stock  of  all  the  coins  available.  I 
am  most  anxious  that  the  public  should 
have  access  to  the  coins.  There  is  some 
difficulty  in  finding  the  necessary  ma- 
chinery for  supplying  them ;  but  I  will 
give  every  facility  I  can. 

EXCISE— THE  TOBACCO  DUTIES- 
EXCESS  OF  MOISTURE. 

Mr.  NOLAN  (Louth,  N.)  asked  Mr. 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  Whether 
he  is  aware  that  a  firm  of  tobacco  manu- 
facturers in  the  North  of  Ireland  have 
supplied  some  of  their  customers  with 
tobacco  containing  over  35  per  cent  of 
moisture,  contrary  to  the  new  Customs 
and  Inland  Revenue  Act,  and  that  in- 
fluence is  being  brought  to  bear  to  pre- 
vent a  prosecution  ;  and,  whether,  if  the 
law  is  not  enforced  in  this  case,  other 
manufacturers  will  be  similarly  treated 
under  similar  circumstances  ? 

The  chancellor  of  thb  EXCHE- 
QUER (Mr.  Gosohen)  (St.  George's, 
Hanover  Square) :  I  am  not  aware  that 
a  firm  of  tobacco  manufacturers  in  the 
North  of  Ireland  have  supplied  some  of 
their  customers  with  tobacco  containing 
over  35  per  cent  of  moisture.  I  may 
say,  however,  that  12  tobacco  manu- 
facturers in  Ireland  have  been  found  to 
have  such  tobacco  in  their  possession. 
All  these  cases  have  been  treated  alike, 
as  have  similar  oases  in  England.    Th9 
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Sir ;  the  system  is  being  extended  by  not  undertake  to  say  that  they  shall  be 

the  Prison  Commissioners  as  far  as  they  of  the  same  class  as  the  Hearty^  as  tLe 

are    able.      When   an    application   is  replacements  must  depend  on  the  yesseb 

received  for  the   appointment  of   lady  at  the  disposal  of  the  Admiralty  at  tlic 

visitor,    the    name    is    submitted    for  time, 
the  approval    of    the  Commissioners ; 

and     written     instructions     are     then  NORTH    SEA    FISHERIES  -  DAITAGES 

forwarded    to   her,   in  order  that   her  BY  BELGIAN  TRAWLERS. 

benevolent  functions,  the  value  of  which  Sib  8AVILE  CEOSSLEY   (Suffolk, 

is  fully  recognized,  may  be  carried  into  Lowestoft)  asked  the  Under  Secretary  oi 

effect  in  the  most  systematic  and  useful  State  for  Foreign  Affairs,  Whether  ii 

manner,  and  with  the  co-operation  of  ^iew  of  the  fact  that  no  adequate  com- 

the  Prison  Authorities.  pensation  has  been  obtained  in  anycase, 

by  either  private  indiTiduals  or  Trade 

NORTH  SEA  J?1SHERIES-FISHERMEN  Societies,  from  the  owners   of  Belgian 

PILOTS.  trawlers  wilfully  damaging  British  drift 

Sir  SAVILE  CEOSSLEY  (Suffolk,    ^^^^^ll}l^^^^ 
)  aski 

r,Wh 

piiOtb    VFU      tUC    VAIXIOVAD    U^bCllI^U         •  t»  •     '       If      "      _J   O 

Wti':n^r£h  L*';«rls?yif  ThzUND^ECRETABYo^ATE 

insufficiently  paid  by  the  Government,  ^'^/^x         ^"o^Bao")  (Manchester, 

and  that  the  boat  owners  were  obUged,  N.E.):  In  consequence  of  many  dUega- 

at  their  own  expense,  to  augment  the  *'°°''  *^**  the  fxisfang  means  of  obtain- 

pilots'    pay    considerably    in    order  to  J"?  compensation  for  wilful  damage  to 

obtain  t&e  services  of  effident  men ;  and  *^«''  P'??®'*^  "1  ?^*  J^^i?^  accessjble 

whether    the  Government  wUl  supply  ^  Belgium  to  British  fiehermen.  Her 

fishermen  pilots  for  these  cruisers  in  thi    ^i^^  «  ,^^«"T?*  ^*»?  ^^^^ 

«^^;r.«  fioiTi^^  «^«o.^«  «<■  ♦i,^;^  ^«r«  ^w     *he  Consul  General  m  Belinam  to  take 
cominc^  nsnin&r  season  at  tneir  own  ex-    i       i    j  •  j        -  ^  ^i*         wv  •»«» 

pense  ?  ^^*   advice,   and  assist  the  aggrieved 

The    FIEST   LOKD    (Lord  George  P*"^^^®?  ^  ^™«  *  ^^  action  in  a  teet 

HAMiLT0N)(Middle8ex,Ealing):Untilthe  ^*®®    i^    ^^'^^   cnmmabty  has   been 

hon.  Baronet  put  the  Question  on  the  P'^^®^* 

Paper  my  attention  had  not  been  directed  NORTH  SEA    FISHERIES— THE 

to  this  matter.      As  the  Government  are  OSTEKD   RIOTERS 

most  desirous  to   co-operate    with  the        q       q  .  «tt.  ^   nr^f\aa'r  wx%r  /«  <.  » 

fishermen  in  protecting  them  against  the  ^  ^m  SAVILE  CROSSLET  (Suffolk, 

depredations  to  which  thev  are  now  sub-  ^^f*°'9  a^ed  the  Under  Seraetaiy 

ject,  I  will  make  arrangements  by  which  f^  ^^'^  '»'  Foreign  Affaira,  Wbether 

the  remuneration  given  to    fishermen  S"®  Government  has  vet  received  the 

pilots  last  year  by  the  Admiralty  shall  Report  of  Her  Majesty's  Conaol  General 

be  augmented.  at  Antwerp,  who  was  sent  to  Ostend  to 

°  report  fully  on  the  case  of  the  Monung 

NORTH    SEA    FISIIERIES-THE     TRO.    IS'^  lllZ'^Zfh^^^^^ 

TECTtON  CRUISERS.  ^j.  communicate  with  his  agent,  at  Ostend 

Sir  SAVILE  CROSSLEY  (Suflfolk,  on  the  23rd  August,  and  on  other  similar 
Lowestoft)  asked  the  First  Lord  of  the  cases ;  and,  whether  he  will  take  such 
Admiralty,  Whether  the  Government  steps  as  are  necessary  to  secure  oompen- 
will  endeavour  to  replace  such  of  the  sation  for  British  subjects  who  nave 
cruisers  detailed  for  the  protection  of  suffered  losses  from  Ostend  rioters  P 
drifters  in  the  North  Sea  as  arc  obsolete  The  UNDEE  SEOKETABY  op 
by  other  cruisers,  of  an  improved  class  STA.TE  (Sir  James  Eergusson)  (Man- 
like H.M.8.  Hearty  ?  Chester,  N.E.) :    Mr.  Grattan  was  sent 

the 

and 

British 

on  which  they  are  engaged  they  will  bo    vessel  which  suffered  in  consequenoe  of 
replaced  by  efficient  vessels ;  but  I  can*    them.     His  general  Beport  has  not  yet 

Mr  Matthews 
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been  received  ;  but  he  lias  reported  the 
result  of  his  inquiries  into  the  case  of 
the  Morning  Star,  This  vessel,  it  ap- 
pears, entered  Ostend  Harhour  on  the 
morning  of  the  24th — not  the  23rd. 
Her  captain  employed  two  boatmen  to 
make  his  vessel  fast  to  the  dock  wall. 
From  them  he  learned  what  had  hap- 
pened, and  they  advised  him  to  put  to 
sea.  He  spoke  to  the  Sluice  Master, 
who  alleges  that  he  merely  confirmed 
the  statements  of  the  men  as  to  the 
general  state  of  affairs.  The  Sluice 
Master  was  then  asked  by  the  captain 
as  to  procuring  a  tug,  and  he  replied 
that  at  that  early  hour  one  was  not  pro- 
curable ;  but  he  asked  the  pilot  of  the 
English  steamship  3hdUy,  which  was 
about  to  leave,  to  tow  the  Morning  Star 
out,  which  was  done.  The  Sluice  Master 
emphatically  denied  having  advised  or 
ordered  the  master  of  the  Morning  Star 
to  quit  the  port.  As  regards  compensa- 
tion to  British  subjects  who  have  suffered 
losses  from  the  Ostend  rioters,  it  appears 
that  such  claims  should  be  addressed  to 
the  Municipality  of  Ostend.  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Consular  officers  will  be  instructed 
to  give  such  assistance  as  may  be  neces- 
sary to  persons  having  cause  to  prefer 
them. 

INDIA  (BOMBAY)-CHARGES  AGAINST 
MR.  G.  H.  D.  WILSON,  OF  THE 
COVENANTED   CIVIL   SERVICE. 

Mr.  PICKEESGILL(Bethnal  Green, 
8.W.)  asked  the  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  India,  Whether  Mr.  G.  H.  D. 
Wilson,  of  the  Covenanted  Civil  Service 
of  India,  and  late  Political  Agent  of 
Cambay,  was  accused  of  having  de- 
manded the  daughter  of  the  Dewan  of 
Cambay  as  a  concubine ;  whether  a 
Commission  composed  of  two  of  the 
most  experienced  Members  of  the  In- 
dian Civil  Service,  Mr.  J.  G.  Moore  and 
the  Hon.  J.  B.  Naylor,  was  appointed 
by  the  Government  of  Bombay  to  make 
inquiry  into  this  charge  ;  whether,  after 
a  public  investigation,  both  parties  being 
represented  by  leading  counsel  of  the 
Bombay  Bar,  the  Commissioners  found 
that  the  charge  had  been  proved ;  whe- 
ther their  decision  was  upheld  by  the 
Government  of  Bombay ;  whether  Vis- 
count Cross  has  reversed  this  decision ; 
and,  if  so,  upon  what  grounds;  whe- 
ther Mr.  Wilson  is  not  to  return  to  India; 
and,  whether  he  is  to  be  allowed  to  re- 
sign on  a  special  pension ;  if  so,  what  is 


the  amount  of  this  pension,  under  what 
Statute  is  it  granted,  aad,  will  the  people 
of  India  have  to  pay  it  ? 

The  UNDEK  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  FOR  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  (Sir 
James  Fergusson)  (Manchester,  N.E.): 
I  have  to  reply  to  this  Question  on  be« 
half  of  my  hon.  Friend  the  Under  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  India,  who  is  still  indis- 
posed. The  facts  stated  in  the  first  three 
Questions  are  substantially  correct.  The 
Government  of  Bombay  expressed  con- 
currence in  the  finding  of  the  Commis- 
sioners, but  referred  the  matter  to  the 
Secretary  of  State,  and  postponed  the 
issue  of  final  orders  until  the  proceedings 
had  been  considered  by  him.  On  the 
receipt  of  the  Papers  at  the  India  Office 
the  case  was,  in  the  first  instance,  re- 
ferred by  the  Secretary  of  State  to  a 
Special  Committee  of  his  Council,  which 
considered  the  evidence  altogether  in- 
sufficient to  support  the  finding  of  the 
Commissioners  in  India.  The  Secretary 
of  State,  after  careful  consideration, 
came  to  the  same  conclusion ;  but  re- 
cognizing the  importance  of  the  case, 
was  anxious  to  obtain  the  independent 
opinion  of  high  legal  authority,  and  the 
whole  of  the  Papers  were  accordingly 
laid  before  the  Lord  Chancellor.  After 
attentive  examination  of  them,  he  un- 
hesitatingly gave  his  opinion  that  Mr. 
Wilson  was  entitled  to  an  acquittal; 
and  this  view  being  in  accordance  with 
that  of  the  Secretary  of  State  and  of  the 
Indian  Council,  it  was  adopted.  For 
reasons  explained  in  the  Secretary  of 
State's  despatch  to  the  Government  of 
Bombay,  which  will  shortly  be  published 
in  India,  it  was  not  thought  desirable 
that  Mr.  Wilson  should  return  to  India. 
A  retiring  allowance  will  be  granted  to 
him ;  but  its  amount  cannot  now  be 
stated,  because  before  this  could  be  de- 
termined a  reference  to  the  Government 
of  Bombay  was  found  necessary.  The 
principle,  however,  on  which  it  will  be 
regulated  is  that  it  will  fall  short  of  the 
annuity  to  which  he  would  have  been 
entitled  on  the  completion  of  the  ordi- 
nary term  of  service  by  an  amount  pro- 
portionate to  the  time  by  which  his 
actual  service  is  deficient. 

Mr.  PICKERSGILL  asked,  under 
what  section  of  the  Civil  Servio  Pensions 
Code  pensions  were  granted  ? 

Sib  JAMES  FERGUSSON  said,  he 
was  unable  to  answer  the  Question ;  but 
he  might  say  that  the  pensions  were 
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made  up  out  of  oontributiouB  iby  mem- 
bers of  the  Civil  Servioe  from  tbeir  pay, 
amounting  to  about  two-thirds  of  the 
total  amount ;  and  Mr.  Wilson's  pension 
would,  therefore,  be  loss  in  proportion 
to  the  time  by  which  it  would  fall  short 
of  hie  full  term  of  serTico. 

Mb.  PICKKRSaiLL  wished  to  know 
whether  there  was  auy  sectiou  of  the 
Civil  Service  Pensions  Code  which  was 


hon.  Oantlemau  to  give  Notice  of  the 
Question,  which,  was  not  one  relating  to 
his  own  Department. 

CRIME  AND  OUTRAGE  (IRELAND)— 
ATTACK  OS  A  TRAIN,  KILLYLBA 
STATION,  CO.  ARMAGH. 
Mr.  BLANE  (Armagh,  S.}  asked  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland,  If,  on  Sunday  4th  September, 
an  Orange  mob  made  an  attack  on  the 
passengors  in  the  train  at  Eillylea 
Station,  County  Armagh,  with  bludgeons 
and  volleys  of  stoues,  as  well  as  revolver 
shots;  whether  the  County  Inspector  was 
written  to  the  previous  evening,  warning 
him  as  to  the  intentions  of  the  Orange 
party  to  attack  the  train ;  and,  what 
steps  the  Resident  Magistrate  and  County 
Inspectortook  to  preserve  the  passengers 
at  Killyloa  ? 

The  PAEUAMENTABT  UNDER 
SEOfiETARY  (Colonel  KiNa-HARiiAtf) 
(Kent,  Isle  of  Thanet)  (who  replied) 
said:  The  Constabulary  Authorities  re- 
port that  a  party  of  Nationalists  return- 
ing by  train  from  a  meeting  at  Middle- 
town,  Oounty  Armagh,  while  passing 
Xillylea  Station,  which  is  essentially  an 
Orange  district,  made  use  of  party  crioa. 
This  gave  oGTenoe  to  some  persons  on  the 
platform  at  the  time,  and  resulted  in 
stono-throwing  and  the  use  of  sticks  by 
both  parties.  There  was  no  firing,  ex- 
cept one  shot  from  the  train  while 
leaving  the  station.  A  letter  liad  been 
sent  by  a  Mr.  Gardner  to  Mr.  Dobbyn, 
County  Inspector,  who  happened  to  be 
on  leave  of  absence.  But  as  there  was 
nothing  to  show  it  was  not  a  private 
letter  it  was  forwarded  to  him  unopened. 
No  special  steps  were  taken  for  the  pre- 
servation of  the  peace,  as  there  was 
no  disturbance  anticipated.  The  Na- 
tionalists appear  to  have  been  altogether 
responsible  for  what  occurrod.  Several 
complaints  have  been  made  as  to  their 
disobarging  revolvers  and  otherwise 
Sir  Javttt  Ferffttttm 


creating  disturbances  vhen  retoming  lij 
rail  and  oars  from  the  meeting.  In  oni 
instance  a  bullet  out  through  a  boj'i 
boot,  grazing  the  akia  and  lodging  in 
the  heel  of  the  boot,  but,  fortur  .talj, 
without  doing  him  fuTther  injury. 

WAR  OFFICE-UNOLAIiiED  EPPBCTS 
OP  DECEASED  SOLDIERS. 

Ma.  HUNTER  (Aberdeen,  N.)  aakd 
the  Financial  Becretarj  to  the  Wai 
Office,  If  he  can  explain  the  circani' 
stances  under  which  the  delay  of  nine 
months  has  arisen  in  paying  to  his  legal 
representatives  the  amount  of  the  effecls 
of  the  late  John  Oollias  (Fleming)  oJ 
the  2nd  Battalion,  Somerset  Segtmeat, 
who  met  his  death  in  Burmah  in  De- 
cember of  last  year ;  and,  whether  the 
largeness  of  the  sums  of  unclaimed 
effects  of  soldiers  is  due  in  any  measure 
to  the  avoidable  delays  which  take  place 
in  the  realisation  and  distribution  of 
them? 

Tna  FINANCIAL  8E0RETABY 
(Mr,  Bbodrick)  (Surrey,  G-uildford): 
Great  delay  has  arisen  in  making  up 
the  nou'effective  acoounts  of  soldiers 
who  have  died  in  Burmah,  and  especially 
in  the  battalion  referred  to,  in  conie- 
gueuco  of  the  very  detached  duties  on 
which  the  troops  were  employed,  coupled 
with  the  fact  that  their  kits  were  left 
for  the  most  part  at  Rangoon  when  the 
battalions  moved  up  country.  No  in- 
stance is  known  of  the  relatives  of  a 
deceased  soldier  abandoning  their  claim 
upon  his  effects  in  oonsequence  of  delay 
in  paying  the  mon^;  and  no  case  is 
added  to  the  list  of  unclaimed  effects 
until  every  effort  has  been  made  to  dis- 
cover the  relatives  entitled  to  the  amount. 
I  may  add  that  the  Secretaiy  of  State  is 
always  most  desirous  to  distribute  these 
estates  with  the  least  possible  delay. 


8iB  JOHN  PULESTON  (Devonport) 
asked  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury, 
Whether  he  is  now  in  a  position  to  oom- 
municate  to  the  House  the  decision  of 
the  Treasury  regarding  the  promotion 
of  Civil  Service  writers  to  Lower  Diviwoa 
clerkships  ;  and,  if  not,  whether  he  will 
be  able  to  do  so  before  the  Session 
closes  ? 

Tub  SECEETABT  (Mr.  Jaoisoh) 
(Leeds,  N.) :  As  I  have  stated,  in  answec 
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to  former  QueBtions  on  this  subject,  the 
reoommendations  made  by  Departments 
are  being  considered  by  a  Committee. 
Tho  work  is  not  yet  completo,  and  I  fear 
I  may  not  be  able  before  tho  close  of  the 
Session  to  make  an  announcement  re- 
specting the  promotions  to  be  made ; 
but  I  shall  make  the  promotions  as  soon 
as  the  work  is  complete. 

VENEZUELA— OUTRAGES  ON  BRITISH 
SUBJECTS  AND  SHIPPING  —  THE 
'*  HENRIETTA  "  AND  "JOSEPHINE." 

Mb.  KIMBER  (Wandsworth)  asked 
the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs,  Whether  he  has  received  any 
information  of  a  further  outrage,  com- 
mitted by  Venezuelan  authorities,  upon 
British  merchants  residing  in  the  ad- 

J'oining  Colony  of  Trinidad ;  whether  a 
ighter,  belonging  to  Mr.  John  Gum- 
ming, one  of  the  principal  British  mer- 
ohants  at  Port  of  Spain,  Trinidad, 
despatched  with  monthly  supplies  only 
for  his  estate  and  hospital  at  Cedros, 
also  in  Trinidad,  driven  by  squaUy 
weather  into  Venezuelan  waters  while 
beating  up  the  coast,  and,  anchoring 
there,  waiting  for  turn  of  tide  to  get 
back  to  the  Trinidad  shore,  was  seized 
by  the  Venezuelan  Bevenue  boat,  and 
taken,  with  the  crew,  as  prisoners,  to 
Giuria,  where,  although  proof  was  given 
of  the  innocent  nature  and  facts  of  the 
case,  the  Venezuelan  authorities  procured 
judgment  to  be  given  against  tho  vessel, 
gave  48  hours  only  to  appeal,  and  con- 
demned the  captain  to  three  months' 
imprisonment ;  whether  the  former  out- 
rages committed  by  Venezuela  by  the 
seizure,  ill-treatment,  and  false  imprison- 
ment of  tho  passengers  and  crews  of  the 
Henrietta  and  Josephine ^  and  their  vessels, 
which  outrages  were  also  accompanied 
by  a  gross  perversion  of  justice,  under 
the  name  of  a  judgment,  are  still  unre- 
dressed, and  the  claims  and  remon- 
strances made  by  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment therefore  are  still  unheeded  ;  and, 
whether,  in  face  of  the  contemptuous 
indifference  shown  to  these  claims  and 
remonstrances,  and  the  further  outrages 
committed  and  threatened  by  Venezuela 
upon  British  subjects,  Her  Majesty's 
Government  will  take  steps  to  enforce 
respect  to  its  demands  and  to  protect  the 
Colonists  and  their  property  from  simi- 
lar outrages  in  future,  or  whether  the 
Colonists  must,  in  case  of  future  assaults 
upon  or  seizure  of  their  persons  or  pro- 


perty, defend  themselves  or  secure  other 
assistance  ? 

The  under  SECRETAEY  op 
STATE  (Sir  James  Ferousson)  (Man- 
chester, N.E.) :  Information  has  reached 
Her  Majesty's  Government  of  the 
seizure  referred  to  in  the  Question, 
which  will  receive  immediate  attention ; 
but  there  has  not  yet  been  time  to 
examine  the  circumstances  of  the  case. 
In  the  meanwhile,  one  of  Her  Majesty's 
ships  has  arrived  at  Trinidad,  having 
been  summoned  by  the  Governor  of  the 
island.  No  redress  has  yet  been  g^ven 
by  the  Venezuelan  Government  in  the 
cases  of  the  Henrietta  and  Josephine  ;  but 
Her  Majesty's  Government  cannot  allow 
matters  to  remain  on  that  footing. 

PIERS  AND  HARBOURS  (IRELAND) - 
BALLYCOTTON  HARBOUR. 

Dr.  TANNEE  (Cork  Co.,  Mid)  asked 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland,  Why  the  portion  of 
the  old  Pier  at  Ballycotton  that  projects 
into  the  new  harbour  has  not  been  re- 
moved and  the  foundation  made  level 
with  the  bottom  of  the  harbour  on  either 
side ;  whether  he  is  aware  that  as  much 
as  four  feet  of  this  portion  of  the  old 
pier  still  remains  which  is  exposed  at 
low  water  spring  tide,  and  constitutes 
an  obstruction  dangerous  to  shipping ; 
whether  it  is  a  fact  that,  while  the  new 
pier  was  in  course  of  construction,  tons 
of  rubble — namely,  stones,  earth,  and 
rubbish,  were  blown  off  the  new  pier 
into  the  harbour,  forming  a  bank  of 
rubble  alongside  the  pier,  which  pre- 
vents fishing  boats  lying  within  a  dis- 
tance of  20  feet  from  the  wall,  whereas 
formerly  fishing  boats  were  able  to  reach 
and  lie  beside  the  old  pier  at  half  tide  ; 
and,  whether  the  Board  of  Works  will 
order  the  entire  removal  of  the  portion 
of  the  old  pier  referred  to,  and  the 
dredging  of  the  rubble,  which  is  dan- 
gerous, and  robs  the  new  pier  of  half 
its  value  ? 

The  secretary  to  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  Jackson)  (Leeds,  N.)  (who 
replied)  said  :  I  learn  by  telegram  that 
this  work  is  still  in  the  hands  of  the 
contractor,  who  is  bound  to  remove  alto- 
gether the  portion  of  the  old  pier  which 
projects  into  the  new  harbour;  and  he 
will  also  be  obliged  to  remove  any 
rubble,  stones,  earth,  or  rubbish  which 
may  have  been  allowed  to  fall  into  the 
harbour. 
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ROYAL      IBI8H      CONSTABTTLAKY — 

CHARGE  AGAINST  A  POLICE   SER- 

GEANT,   PIEE,  BALLISGABRY,  CO. 

TIPPERART. 

Db.  fox  (King's  Co..  TuUamore) 

(for  Mr.  P.  J.  O'Bkies)  (Tipperary,  N.) 

aaked  the  Chief  Secretary  to  tho  Lord 

Lieutenant   of   Ireland,    Whether    any 

Beport  has  been  reoeired  with  reference 

to  the  sergeant  in  xharge  of  the  police 

station  at  Pike,   County  of  Tipperary, 

having  been  drunk  on  the  evening  of 

the  3'Jth  June  last  ^hen  absent  on  duty 

at  Lorrha  Patty  Sessions ;  and,  if  not, 

will  he  cause  inquiry  to  ba  mada  into 

tbefact? 

The  parliamentary  UNDER 
SECRETARY  (Colonel  Kiso-HABSiAif) 
(Kent,  Isle  of  Thanet)  (who  replied) 
said,  this  Question  had  been  repeatedly 
asked,  and  he  had  inquiries  instituted. 
He  had  received  a  Report  from  the  Dis- 
trict Inspector,  from  which  it  appeared 
that  the  sergeant,  who  was  a  most 
zealous  and  efficient  officer,  liad  earned 
the  hostility  of  the  local  branch  of  the 
National  League.  The  District  Inspec- 
tor was  himself  present  at  the  Petty 
Sessions,  and  said  there  was  no  ground 
for  the  allegation  contained  in  the  Ques- 
tion. 

Da.    FOX :    The    man    is    regularly 

Mb.  speaker  :  Order,  order  ! 
POST  OFFICE  (IRELAND)— THE  GREEN- 
WICH TIME  QUN  AT  CORK. 

Dh.  tanner  (Cork  Co.,  Mid)  asked 
the  Postmaster  Oeaeral,  Whether  com- 

filaints  have  reached  him  of  the  irregu- 
arity  in  firing  the  Greenwich  time  gun 
on  the  Marina,  in  the  City  of  Cork  ;  and, 
whether  some  arrangement  could  be 
made  to  insure  that  the  gun  should  be 
fired  punctually  at  noon,  as  in  other 
ports  ?  I  would  also  ask  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  whether  this  gun  had  not 
really  become  the  laughing  stock  of  the 
city,  exhibiting  what  I  may  call  wilful 
eccentricity  in  sometimes  going  off  for 
weeks,  and  then  not  going  off  at  all  ? 

TnEP08TMASTEKGENERAL(M:r. 
EiiKEs)  (Cambridge  University) :  In 
reply  to  the  hon.  Gentleman,  I  hav( 
state  that  no  complaint  has  reached 
of  irregularity  in  the  firing  of  the  time 
gun  on  the  Marina  atCork.  No  arrange- 
ment has  been  made  with  this  Depart- 
ment for  the  supply  of  the  Greenwich 


the  Harbour  Commianoners  the  ngnd 
is  supplied  daily  at  10  o'clock,  and  di» 
Commissioners,  I  am  informed,  auka 
their  own  arrangeiDenta  for  firing  t!u 
un  at  1  o'clock.  Tharofore,  the  Fojt 
ifflce  is  not  responsible  for  any  irregn- 
larities  that  may  occur  at  that  hour. 
The  signal  cannot  bo  supplied  to  anj 
ProvimJal  town  at  noon  ;  but  if  it  is  ths 
wish  of  the  CommissioDers  that  it  ahaold 
pplied  to  Cork  at  1  o'clock,  as  st 
some  other  places,  I  shall  be  glad  ti 
receive  an  application  from  them  on  the 
subject. 

CENTBAL  ASIA— THE    DELIMITATION 
OP  THE  AFGHAN  FEONTIER. 

Db.  tanner  (Cork  Co.,  Mid)  asked 
the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs,  If  it  is  a  fact  that  the  frontier 
between  Turcomania  and  Afghanistan 
has  been  so  delimitated  as  to  leave  all 
the  fords  on  the  Pendjeh,  Murgab,  &a., 
used  by  the  nomadic  pastoral  tribes,  in 
the  hands  of  the  Russians  ? 

The  UNDER  SECRETARY  or 
STATE  (Sir  Jaiies  Febocssok)  (Usn. 
cheater,  K.E.) :  No,  Sir,  it  ia  not  a  fad; 
and  I  may  say  that  in  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber's  Question  there  are  names  which  I 
do  not  recogniie.  There  ia  no  river 
called  the  Pendjeh  on  any  map  I  have 
seen,  nor  is  there  any  place  called  Tnico- 
mania.  It  may  have  some  relation  to 
Mervousness. 

Dk.  tanner  :  May  I  ask  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  whether  Turooman-Isjid 
is  not  placed  on  most  maps  aa  "  Turco- 
mania?"— the  land  of  the  Turcomans? 
He  may  not  be  aware  of  it  \  but 

Mr.  speaker  :  Order,  order ! 

HOME  OFFICE-INCORPOHATION  OP 
HA6LINQDEN. 

Mb.  sexton  (Belfast,  W.)  asked 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department,  When  the  Petition  for  the 
incorporation  of  Hasllngden  was  pre- 
sented ;  whether  it  was  signed  by  a  large 
majority  of  the  inhabitant  ratepayers, 
representing  about  two-thirds  of  the  net 
rateable  valuation ;  whether  any  cause 
operates  against  the  grant  of  the 
Charter  ;  whether  an  inquiry  haa  been 
held ;  and,  if  so,  whether  a  Copy  of  the 
Report  of  the  Commissionera  will  be  laid 
upon  the  Table  of  the  House ;  and,  whe- 
ther, if  no  inquiry  has  been  held,  an 
inquiry  will  now  be  ordered? 

The  SECRETARY  o»  STATE  tHr. 


tune  signal  at  noon.    At  the  request  of  j  Matthbwb)  (Birmingham,  K) :  A  Peti- 
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tion  for  the  incorporation  of  Haslingden  will  fall  to  a  man  of  sufficient  energy, 

"wafl  presented  at  the  Privy  Council  Office  who  will  not  seek  it  for  the  purpose  of 

on  the  20th  of  November,  1886.     It  was  retiring  a  few  years  subsequent  to  its 

signed  by  persons  representing  about  a  being  conferred  upon  him  on  the  in- 

lialf  of  the  net  rateable  valuation.    The  creased  pension  which  retirement  from 

inhabitants  of  a  portion  of  the  district  the  position  entails ;   and,  whether  he 

objected  to  the  grant  of  a  Charter,  and  will  consider  the  question  of  transferring 

expressed  a  wish  to  be  joined  to  Accring-  the  present  headquarters  of  the  Northern 

ton.     An  inquiry  was  held,  by  direction  Division  from  Dublin,  which  is  45  miles 

of  the  Lords  of  the  Council,  on  the  15th  beyond  the  southern  limit  of  that  district, 

of  February  last.     The  Reports  of  the  to  a  more  central  point  in  the  Division  ? 
Commissioners    are    confidential    docu-        The  POSTMASTER  GENERAL  (Mr. 

xnents,  and  it  has  never  been  the  prac-  Raikes) (Cambridge  University):  I  have 

tice  to  make  them  public.  no  knowledge  whatever  of  Mr.  Ahern's 

intentions.    He  has  about  38  years'  ser- 

SOUTH  AFBICA— THE  TRANSVAAL.  vice.     The  other  question  will  receive 

Sir  GEORGE  CAMPBELL  (Kirk-  consideration    whenever    the    occasion 

a  alonSf  I?h\  wm  1^^^^^^^^^^  "mh.-  sexton  (Belfast  W)  asked  if 

Table  the  Papew  regarding  tlie  compen-  J*  ''".*^,^i^*'^  ''',  ''**f  "^  ^\l  ^tS®"' 

Bations  for  loss  of  office  in  the  Transvaal.  J^'  ^^}  }^^  headquarters  of  the  Nor- 

-.i,^™;««,  *i,^  r,^r...^Ac  ^«  ™i.:«i,  ♦!,«„  «,™  them  Division  were  m  Dublin  r 
snowing  the  {rrounds  on  wuicn  they  were        t^--      -d  .  x-crr^a        •  j     j.\. 

awarded,  and  alsothe  grounds  on  which  .  ^^;  ,?^\P^    said     there  was  no 

subsequent  oflFers  of  service   were  de-  f^""^  *Jlf*  the  present  headquartew  of 
clined  ?  Northern  Division  were  in  Dublin. 

The  secretary  of  STATE  (Sir  ^^  V'^^\''^  ^®  Y^  T^'  °°°'''.'^^'"  *^* 

Henry  Holland)  (Hampstead):  SirWil-  l"^''*?'"'  °^  ^^^"  transference  when  the 

liam  Qurdon's  Report,  to  which  I  referred  °^'>^^'^^  ^'^se. 

for  particulars  of  these  oases  last  Tuesday  inland  NAVIGATION  AND  DKAINAGE 
night,  was  confidential ,  and  I  therefore       (irelaND)-  THE  BI VER  BARROW, 
only  oQered  to  show  it  to  the  hon.  Mem-        xr     ttt    i     -><-  >  <-it-v/->-kt  >  t  t\  //-v         > 

ber ;  but  I  will  send  him  extracts  from  ^  *^«A^-  ^-  ^^P?.^^,^^^  ^^'^T 

it  which  bear  upon  the  question  of  these  ?"•;.  ^T'^j  ^"^^^  the  Chief  Secretary 

pensions,  and  \  hope  this  will  satisfy  *°  ^^^^  ^♦'"^k  %°*i>fnn^n    ^^/i't!" 

t*^      "D*'ri       t^ijj*  r  reference  to  the  sum  of  £5,000  voted  by 

him.     But  if  he  should  desire  any  fur-  -dt  l  *.         jxi-j*  rxi 

.X.      .   n         -.  J     '11  1  A         1    ^  Irarhament  towards  the  draina£re  of  tho 

ther  information,  and  will  let  me  know,  -o-       -d  titi,  ^i.     i.i.    n 

T     -n       1  A      •  ^ -A  A    u-  Kiver  Barrow,  AVhether  the  Government 

I  will  endeavour  to  give  it  to  him.  •i.ji.i-r  ii-i*-      ji 

^  intend  to  bring  forward  legislation  deal- 

^^«r«    ^^«^««   .  ^^^^  .  ^^^  .       ,.^r«^^^  ing  with  the  subject  of  the  drainage  ; 

POST    OFFICE   (IRELAND )- RETIRE-  ^^^^^^^  ^^^^  legislation  will  be  intro' 

MENT  OF  MR.  W.  AHERN,  NORTHERN  ^^..^  ^^^^  q^J^^  .  ^^^^  ^^  3,^  ^^  ^^^^ 

POSTAL  DIVISION.  p^j.^^^  ^f  the  Session  ;  and,  whether  the 

Mr.  H.  CAMPBELL  (Fermanagh,  S.)  legislation  will  proceed  on  the  lines  sug- 

asked  the  Postmaster  General,  Whether  gested  by  the  Eoyal  Commission,  and 

it  has  come  to  his  knowledge  that  Mr.  particularly  whether  effect  will  be  given 

Walter  Ahem,    the    Surveyor  of    the  to  the  recommendation  of  the  Commis- 

Northern  Postal  Division  of  Ireland,  is  sion  that  a  free  grant  of  £75,000  shall 

about  to  seek  retirement  on  pension ;  if  be  made  for  the  purpose  of  the  proposed 

so,  upon  what  grounds,  what  is  his  pre-  drainage  ? 

sent  length  of  service,  and  what  will  be       The   PARLIAMENTAEY  UNDER 

the  probable  amount  of  pension  to  which  SECRETARY  (Colonel  Kinq-Harman) 

he  will  be  entitled  ;  whether  it  is  a  fact  (Kent,  Isle   of  Thanet)   (who  replied) 

that  he  has  only  retained  his  present  said,  the  Gt)vemment  did  intend  to  in- 

position  as  surveyor  for  about  six  years  ;  troduce  a  Bill  dealing  with  the  Barrow 

whether  there  is  any  limit  of  age  for  drainage  next  Session.     The  Bill  would 

candidates  applying  for  vacant  surveyor-  be  based  generally  on  the  lines  sug- 

ships ;  and,  if  not,  will  he  consider  the  gested  by  the  Royal  Commission.     The 

advisability  of  fixing  the  limit  of  age  for  G-overnment  were  not  prepared  to  g^ve 

applicants  not  to  exceed  40  or  45  years,  any  promise  in  regard  to  a  free  grant  of 

BO  as  to  insure  that  the  appointment  any  or  a  special  sum.     They  would  not 
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ho  in  a  position  to  do  so  until  they  had  ■ 
heforo  thom  the  Eeports  of  the  Hoyal 
Commission  on  other  questions  besides 
arterial  drainage  which  had  been  re- 
ferred to  them.  The  Bill  would  deal 
with  the  recommendations  of  the  Com- 
missioners as  a  whole. 

SUPPLY— CIVIL  SERVICE  ESTIMATES- 
CLASS  III. —  LAW  AND  JUSTICE— 
"  CRLMINAL  PROSECUTIONS,  RE- 
PAYMENTS TO  COUNTIES  AND 
BOROUGHIS.*' 

Mr.  PIOKERSGILL(Bethnal  Green, 
S.W.)  asked  the  Secretary  to  the  Trea- 
sury, Whether  there  is  any  Treasury 
Minute,  or  other  Eegulation,  which 
limits  the  annual  Vote  for  **  Criminal 
Prosecutions,  Kepayments  to  Counties 
and  Boroughs  ;  "  and,  if  so,  what  is  the 
date,  and  what  are  the  terms  of  such 
Minute  ? 

The  SECRETARY  (Mr.  Jaokson) 
(Leeds,  N.) :  The  repayment  of  the  costs 
of  criminal  prosecutions  is  now  regulated 
— subject  to  the  Resolution  of  this  House 
in  Committee  of  Supply  and  to  the  terms 
of  the  Appropriation  Act — by  Treasury 
Minute  of  January  29,  1875,  which  deals 
with  the  ''costs  of  prosecutions  at 
Assizes  and  Sessions  and  under  the  Sum- 
mary Statutes,"  the  latter  being  at  that 
time  the  Criminal  Justice  and  Juvenile 
Offenders  Acts. 

CRIME    AND    OUTRAGE    (IRELAND)— 
DISTURBANCES  AT  BALLINASLOE. 

Dr.  fox  (King's  Co.,  TuUamore) 
(for  Mr.  Harris)  (Gal way,  E.)  asked 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Lreland,  Whether  the  state- 
ments contained  in  the  extract  from  The 
Daily  NeicB,  as  to  recent  occurrences  in 
Ballinasloe,  be  substantially  true  ;  whe- 
ther the  following  statements  correctly 
describe  what  took  place : — 

"At  half-past  10  o'clock  on  Friday  last  the 
police  arrested  a  man  for  drunkenness.  A  few 
people  assembled  and  shouted,  as  the  police 
treated  the  prisoner  very  roughly.  On  the  road, 
opposite  John  Kigrney's  house,'  Louis  Ward's 
two  sons,  Tom  and  Louis,  w«ro  walking.  The 
police  had  gone  to  the  barrack,  and  save  a  few 
shouts  from  the  children,  nothing  was  occur- 
ring, when  Constable  Nolan,  by  himself,  walked 
up  behind  Louis  Ward's  back  and  struck  him 
on  the  hcHd  with  his  baton  a  blow  which  was 
heard  10  yards  away,  and  which  iVUod  him  to 
the  grounil.  The  constable  th-?u  ran  away. 
Youn*;  Ward  was  taken  homo  insensible,  and 
attendod  by  Pr.  De  \jx  Hunt,  who  pronounced 
him  surtoriug  frv^m  concussion.  The  crowd  was 
so  ijuiet,  that  when  tv^ld  to  disperst*  thoy  did  so. 

i\ ::■ '.'  ■ .'  A'*  ^y-  Hiinnun 


Tom  Ward  charged  Constable  Nolan  with  the 
assault  to  Sergeant  Oharlaa  McCarthy,  but  he 
took  no  notice  whatever  of  what  occuned,  tiid 
did  not  even  go  to  see  the  injured  man ; " 

and,  if  so,  what  action,  if  any,  has  beei 
taken  by  the  Local  Authorities  as  le^ 
gards  the  conduct  of  Oonstable  Nolai 
and  Sergeant  M'Oarthy  ? 

Thk  PAELIAMENTARY  UNDEE 
SECRETARY  (Colonel  Kinq-Habmak 
(Kent,  Isle  of  Thanet)  (who  replied 
said :  The  County  Inspector  of  Consta 
bulary  reports  that  on  baturdaj  evening 
September  3,  a  prisoner  had  been  sen 
from  Ballinasloe  to  Galway,  and  that  i 
disorderly  mob  had  collected  on  the  plat 
form  cheering  the  prisoner  and  groaning 
at  the  Government.  Afterwards,  aboui 
10.30  p.m.,  when  the  police  were  con 
veying  a  drunken  man  to  the  barrack,  i 
mob  of  between  100  and  150  roughs  col- 
lected round  them  hooting  and  groan- 
ing. One  of  the  polioe,  Constable  Nolan, 
observed  Ward  stoop  and  take  up  from 
the  ground  what  appeared  to  be  a  stone. 
He  called  on  him  to  drop  the  stone;  but 
instead  of  doing  so  he  made  a  motion 
with  his  hand  to  throw  it  at  him.  The 
constable  stooped  his  head  to  avoid  the 
missile,  and  struok  at  Ward  with  his 
baton  in  self-defence.  Ward's  skull  does 
not  appear  to  have  been  fractured.  The 
constable  did  not  run  away.  He  re- 
joined his  party  to  render  Uiem  assist- 
ance in  conveying  the  prisoner.  Mr. 
Qibson,  Resident  Magislxate,  was  pre- 
sent, and  considers  the  police  displayed 
great  forbearance. 

Dr.  TANNER  (Cork  Co.,  Mid): 
Arising  out  of  the  answer,  may  I  ask 
how  it  could  be  known  that  Waxd  had  a 
missile — ^is  it  a  supposition  or  a  reality : 

Colonel  KINO-HARBIAN  :  Con- 
sidering  it  was  10.80  p.m.,  it  would  be 
rather  difficult  to  see  in  the  dark. 

Db.  TANNER:  If  this  young  man 
was  not  in  possession  of  a  atone,  and  nc 
stone  was  thrown,  and  yet  his  skull  wai 
fractured,  was  it  not  most  unwarrantabh 
and  illegal  ? 

Colonel    KINO-HARICAN :    Thej 
sav  his  skull  was  not  fractured. 
I      Dr.  TANNER :    But  his  head  wai 
j  broken. 

Mr.  SPEAKER :  Order,  order  I 

'  EVICTIOXS  (IRELAND)~PBOCEBDINO: 
OX  THE  SHIRLEY  ESTATE,  00 
MONAGHAX. 

Mr.  p.  O'BRIEN    (MonagliAB,    N. 
:  asked  the  Chief  Seeretaiy  to  the  Lon 
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Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  Whether  it  is 
true  that  the  tenants  on  the  estate  of 
Mr.  Shirley,  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Oarriokmacross,  County  Monaghan,  who 
were  evioted  last  March,  and  who  retook 
possession  of  their  houses  pending  the 
hearing  of  their  applications  to  the  Land 
Oourt  to  have  a  fair  rent  fixed,  have 
been  recently  visited  by  the  police,  and 
by  them  threatened  that  unless  they 
quitted  their  homes  within  two  days 
they  would  be  proceeded  against  under 
the  Criminal  Law  and  Procedure  (Ire- 
land) Act ;  whether  ho  can  state  upon 
whose  authority,  and  under  what  Statute, 
the  police  so  acted  ;  whether  it  was  open 
to  Mr.  Shirley  to  remove  these  people 
under  the  ordinary  law ;  and,  whether, 
in  view  of  the  fact  that  their  applications 
to  have  a  fair  rent  fixed  are  listed  for 
hearing  at  the  next  sitting  of  the  Land 
Court  in  County  Monaghan,  he  will 
order  the  police  to  suspend  their  action  ? 
The  parliamentary  UNDER 
SECRETARY  (Colonel  Kinq-Harman) 
(Kent,  Isle  of  Thanet)  (who  re- 
plied) said  :  The  Constabulary  Autho- 
rities report  that  14  tenants  on  the 
Shirley  estate,  evicted  last  September, 
December,  and  March,  have  been  noticed 
by  the  police  to  leave  the  houses  and 
farms  wnere  possession  had  been  unlaw- 
fully re- taken  within  the  last  few  days  ; 
and  in  some  cases,  when  found  in  the 
houses,  were  informed  that  if  they  did 
not  leave  they  would  be  prosecuted  under 
the  Statute  quoted.  These  instructions 
were  carried  out  by  order  of  the  Divi- 
sional Magistrate.  Mr.  Shirley  might 
have  taken  proceedings  to  recover  the 
premises  otherwise  than  by  means  of 
the  recent  Statute.  None  of  these  ten- 
ants have  served  notice  to  have  a  fair 
rent  fixed ;  and  in  the  case  of  seven  of 
them  the  statutable  period  for  doing  so 
appears  to  have  expired. 

TITHE    —    COMMUTATION    AND     RE- 
DEMPTION   OF    TITUE  —  A    ROYAL 
COMMISSION    —    COLLECTION       OF 
TITHE  RENT-CHARGE. 
Mr.  H.  GARDNER  (Essex,  Saffron 
Walden)  asked   the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury,  Whether  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment have  given  any  consideration 
8S  to  the  desirability   of  appointing  a 
Royal  Commission  on  the  Commutation 
and  Redemption  of  Tithe  ? 

Mb.   J.   G.   TALBOT  (Oxford  Uni- 
Torsity)  also  asked  the  right  hon.  Gen- 


tleman, Whether,  considering  the  urgent 
necessity  of  settling  the  questions  which 
have  arisen  with  respect  to  the  collection 
of  tithe  rent-charge,  as  instanced  by  the 
recent  Report  of  the  Commissioner  ap- 
pointed to  investigate  the  disturbances 
in  Wales,  he  will  consider  ths  desir- 
ability of  recommending  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  Royal  Commission,  which 
may  facilitate  the  early  passing  of  a 
measure  calculated  to  determine  a 
matter  of  grave  importance  to  the  well- 
being  of  the  community  ? 

The  FIRST  LORD  (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith) 
(Strand,  Westminster) :  In  answer  to 
the  Questions  of  the  two  hon.  Members, 
I  beg  to  state  that  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment have  given  further  and  careful 
consideration  to  the  question  of  tithe; 
but  they  have  come  to  the  conclusion 
that,  under  present  circumstances,  it  is 
not  desirable  that  a  Royal  Commission 
to  inquire  into  the  question  should  be 
appointed. 

WAR  OFFICE  —  PRESENTATION  OF 
COLOURS  TO  THE  6th  BATTALION 
ROYAL  MUNSTER  FUSILIERS  —  RE- 
LIGIOUS  CEREMONIES. 

Colonel  SANDYS  (Lancashire,  8.W., 
Beetle)  had  the  following  Question  on 
the  Paper: — To  ask  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Treasury,  Whether  it  is  a  fact  that, 
on   the  24th  ultimo,    at  the    Curragli 
Camp,  on  the  occasion  of  the  presenta- 
tion of  new  colours  to  the  5th  (Militia) 
Battalion  Royal  Munster Fusiliers  by  the 
Marchioness  of  Londonderry,  wife  of  tho 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,   the  regi- 
ment having  been  formed  up  into  square 
on  parade,  the  Service  of  Consecration 
of  the  Colours,  taken  from  a  Komanist 
book  called  The  Pontificals  Romanum,  was 
performed  by  a  Roman  Catholic  Priest 
named  Father  Dillon,  assisted  by  the 
Senior  Anglican  Military  Chaplain  in 
Ireland;  whether  it  is  the  case  that,  on  the 
occasion  of  Consecration  of  Colours  of  one 
of  Her  Majesty's  Regiments  by  a  Roman 
Catholic  Priest  at  Devonport  last  year, 
a  severe  reprimand  to  all  concerned  was 
administered  by  the  then  Secretary  of 
State  for  War,  on  behalf  of  Her  Ma- 
jesty's  Government;  whether  the  cele- 
bration of  Romish  ceremonies  in  public 
is  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of 
10  Geo.  IV.  c.  7  8.  26  ;  and,  what  oouroc* 
Her  Majesty's  Government  propose  to 
take  in  the  matter  ? 
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Mr.  sexton  (Belfast,  W.):  As 
Question  48  is  exceedingly  offensive  to 
millions  of  Her  Majesty's  subjects,  and 
as  the  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  in 
whose  name  it  stands  is  not  here  to  ask 
it,  I  beg  to  ask  your  leave  to  put  it  to 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  War,  in  order 
that  we  may  have  an  expression  of 
opinion  from  the  Government  regarding 
the  matter. 

The  secretary  of  STATE  (Mr. 
E.  Stanhope)  (Lincolnshire,  Horncastle): 
I  am  quite  ready  to  answer  the  Ques- 
tion. It  is  the  fact  that  on  the  day 
named  the  Marchioness  of  Londonderry 
presented  Colours  to  the  5th  Battalion  of 
the  Royal  Munster  Fusiliers,  being  the 
regiment  formerly  known  as  the  Dublin 
County  Militia.  The  ceremony  of  con- 
secrating the  Colours  took  place,  con> 
sisting  in  the  reading  of  two  collects  in 
English  by  the  Roman  Catholic  chap- 
lain, followed  by  the  prescribed  prayers 
for  the  blessing  of  standards  by  the 
Church  of  England  chaplain.  The  regi- 
ment is  mainly  composed  of  Roman 
Catholics;  and  it  was  considered  de- 
sirable that  the  chaplains  of  both 
denominations  should  co-operate  in  the 
ceremony.  The  ceremony  appears  to 
have  satisfied  everyone  on  the  spot,  and 
was  not  in  any  way  similar  to  the  one 
which  took  place  last  year  at  Devon- 
port. 

Mr.  sexton  :  I  wish  to  ask  you, 
Mr.  Speaker,  whether  it  is  in  Order,  or 
respectful  to  Her  Majesty's  Roman 
Catholic  subjects,  to  speak  of  and  to 
use  the  expression  **  Romish  cere- 
monies," which  appears  in  the  third 
paragraph  of  the  Question  ? 

Me.  speaker  :  I  did  not  take  any 
exception  to  the  expression  when  I  first 
saw  it,  nor  do  I  think  that  any  excep- 
tion can  be  taken  to  it  now.  I  do  not 
suppose  that  any  insult  to  any  Member 
of  this  House  was  for  a  moment 
intended. 

Mb.  SEXTON  :  We  consider  it 
extremely  offensive. 

Me.  SPEAKER:  With  that  know- 
ledge, I  shall  take  care  in  future  that 
Questions  are  so  framed  as  not  to  offend 
the  prejudices  and  feelings — very  just 
feelings — of  hon.  Members. 

LOCAL    TAXATION    RETURNS, 
SCOTLAND. 
General  Sie  GEORGE   BALFOUR 
(Kincardine)  asked  the  First  Lord  of 


the  Treasury,  If  he  can  give  any  hopes 
that  the  Local  Taxation  Returns  of 
Scotland  will  no  longer  be  kept  back 
by  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  ? 

The  first  LORD  (Mr.  W.  H.  Siuth] 
(Strand,  Westminster) :  The  Local  Taxa- 
tion Returns  of  Scotland  for  the  pait 
year,  as  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member 
has  already  been  informed,  are  being 
pushed  forward  as  rapidly  as  the 
limited  staff  at  the  disposal  of  the 
Secretary  for  Scotland  will  permit. 

AFGHANISTAN— AYOUB  KHAN. 

Sib  ALGERNON  BORTHWIOK 
(Kensington,  S.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs,  Whether  it  is  true  that  Ayoub 
Khan,  having  recently  escaped  from  his 
detention  in  Persia,  attempted  to  enter 
Afghan  territory  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Herat;  whether  he  was  repulsed ia 
the  attempt ;  whether  he  is  now  a  fugi- 
tive on  Persian  territory ;  and,  whether 
any  steps  will  be  taken  to  effect  his 
recapture  ? 

The  under  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  (Sir  Jaioes  Febgusson)  (Man- 
chester, N.E.):  The  information  that 
Her  Majesty's  Government  have  re- 
ceived is  in  the  sense  of  my  hon. 
Friend's  Question.  I  cannot  at  present 
add  anything  to  it. 

THE    TRUOK    BILL— THE    WAGE 
GLAUSES. 

Mr.  BRADLATJGH  (Northampton) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Trea- 
sury, Whether  he  received  a  telegram 
this  morning  from  the  Trades  Union 
Congress  at  Swansea  protesting  against 
the  action  of  the  other  £u>U8e  in 
striking  out  the  Wage  Olauses  of  the 
Truck  Bill  with  regard  to  Scotland  and 
Ireland  ? 

The  first  LORD  (Mr.  W.  H.  SmraJ 
(Strand,  Westminster) :  Yes,  Sir ;  I  did 
receive  such  a  telegram. 

Mr.  SEXTON  (Belfast,  W.) :  I  wish 
to  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  whe- 
ther the  Government  attach  any  import- 
ance to  the  communication,  and  whether 
they  will  consider  the  subject  ? 

Mr.  W.  H.  SMITH:  Undoubtedly, 
Sir;  the  Government  will  oonaider  the 
subject. 

THE  SOUTHERN  PAOIFIO— SAHOA. 
Mr.  a.  M' ARTHUB(Ii6ioeBter) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
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have  given  him  private  Notice.  It  is,  ' . 
whether  any  confirmation  has  been  ra- 
ceivod  of  the  telegraphic  news  published 
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DR.TAKNER(CorkCo.,Mid):  There 

w     .  ^  ».e  one  or  two  points  in  conneotion  with 

this  morning  that   the  Germans   have    this  Vote  which  ought  to    receive   the 


SEORETAEY  oj 
STATE  (Sir  Jaubs  Fbrodbbon)  (Man- 
chester, N.E.):  A  telegram,  which  I  am 
sorry  I  have  not  got  with  me,  has  been 
received  stating  that,  in  consequence  of 
oomplaints  which  the  German  Oovem- 
ment  had  against  the  so-called  King 
Maliotoa,  a  force  had  been  landed  and 
he  had  been  deposed.  The  British  and 
United  States  Consuls  had  protested.  I 
should  add  that  the  rival  Chief  has  been 
recognized  by  the  Qermans  as  King  of 
Samoa. 

Db.  tanner  (Cork  Co.,  Mid) :  la  it 
not  a  fact  that,  practically  speaking, 
owing  to  the  German  Colonists  in  Samoa 
having  been  attacked  by  one  King,  the 
Germans  have  set  up  a  rival  King,  and 
that  the  English  Consul  has  actually 
stated  to  the  people  of  the  Island  that 
the  English  Government  will  resist  this 
German  aggression,  and  will  re-instate 
the  former  King  ? 

Sir  JAMES  FEEGUSSON :  I  must 
ask  the  bon.  Member  to  give  Notice  of 
the  Question;  but  I  must  not  be  under- 
stood  to  admit  the  truth  of  anything  he 
has  said. 

BDSINESS  OF  THE  HOUSE  -  VALUA- 
TION OF  LAND3  (SCOTLAND)  AMEND- 
MENT BILL 

Sir  GEORGE  CAMPBELL  (Kirk- 
caldy, &c.)  asked  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury,  AVLat  the  Government  in- 
tended to  do  with  regard  to  tbeValuation 
of  Lands  (Scotland)  Amendment  Bill  ? 

The  first  LORD  (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith) 
(Strand,  Westminster)  said,  it  was  the 
intention  of  the  Government  to  push 
that  Bill  through.  As  the  hon.  Baronet 
would  see,  the  Bill  had  come  down  from 
the  other  House,  and  it  was  much  more 
important  that  other  measures  which 
had  not  passed  the  House  of  Lords 
should  be  taken  before  it. 

ORDERS   OF  TRE  DAY. 

SUPPLV-NAVY  ESTIMATES. 

Supply — eontidertd  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 


attention  of  the  Committee.  In  the  first 
place,  I  think  there  is  nothing  which 
really  deserves  more  consideration  than 
the  quality  of  the  medicines  and  drugs 
which  are  supplied  to  the  Navy.  I  find, 
comparing  the  medicines  supplied  to  the 
Navy  with  those  supplied  to  the  hos- 
pitals and  to  private  practitioners,  that, 
as  a  rule,  they  are  of  far  inferior  quality 
both  in  the  naval  hospitals  and  on  board 
Her  Majesty's  ships.  I  have  seen  several 
of  the  lai^e  naval  hospitals,  and  hare 
experienced  much  pleasure  in  going  over 
them.  As  a  rule,  they  are  well  managed 
and  maintained  in  an  extremely  efficient 
manner,  except  in  regard  to  contracts 
for  medicine.  It  is  very  bard  that  I 
should  feel  called  upon  to  inveigh  against 
any  system  of  Government  contracts ; 
but,  as  a  private  individual,  having 
gone  through  these  hospitals  and  visited 
several  of  Her  Majesty's  ships,  I  am 
prepared  to  say  that  the  standard  of  the 
medicine  and  drugs  supplied  to  the  Navy 
is  much  inferior  to  that  which  is  sup- 
plied to  the  large  hospitals  in  London 
and  in  the  Provinces.  I  am  of  opinion 
that  if  there  was  a  little  investigation 
into  the  system,  both  as  to  the  cha- 
racter of  the  medicines  supplied  and  the 
cost  of  the  supply,  it  would  be  advan- 
tageous to  the  public.  I  am  certain  that 
much  better  articles  might  be  obtained 
at  a  more  reasonable  cost.  Perhaps  I 
may  be  allowed  to  accentuate  what  I  say 
by  pointing  to  the  "German"  quinine 
now  kept  in  store,  the  price  of  which 
fluctuates  in  the  market  and  varies  vary 
greatly.  Of  course,  the  supply  is  very 
limited.  As  everybody  knows,  it  is 
grown  in  South  America ;  and  if  there 
is  a  sudden  epidemic  and  an  increased 
demand  the  price  at  once  goes  up  in  the 
market.  Some  of  the  items  of  expendi- 
ture in  conneotion  with  this  Vote  have, 
I  believe,  over  and  over  again  been 
brought  before  the  House,  and  it  has 
been   complained   that   the    buying  of 

Eorishable  drugs  in  large  quantities  has 
)dtogreatwaste;  they  become  damaged, 
and  in  the  end  have  to  be  sold  at  a  very 
trifling  price,  although  they  have  cost  a 
good  deal  to  obtain  at  first  hand.    In 


(1.)   £.'i53,300.  New  Works,   Build-   the  ease  of  quinine,  it  is  a  very  ezpen- 
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article,  and  I  think  it  is  altogether 
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undesirablo  to  lay  in  a  large  Btock  of 
eaoh  substances,  and  thereby  run  the 
risk  of  the  deterioration  to  which  they 
must  obviously  bo  subjected.  I  would 
nsk  the  noble  and  gallant  Lord  the 
^lember  for  East  Marylebone  (Lord 
Charles  Beresford),  in  whose  Depart- 
ment I  believe  this  matter  rests,  to  bear 
these  points  in  mind.  I  only  mention 
the  fact  because  I  want,  in  a  straight- 
forward manner,  to  stop  the  waste  of 
public  money  which  goes  on  in  connec- 
tion with  these  items.  Having  men- 
tioned the  question  upon  this  Vote, 
there  is  no  necessity  why  I  should  allude 
to  it  again  in  connection  with  the  Army 
Yoto,  although,  of  course,  the  same 
principle  is  involved  there.  Instead  of 
laying  in  a  large  stock  of  these  perish- 
able drugs,  I  think  it  would  be  a  great 
deal  better  to  come  to  some  arraugement 
or  agreement  with  some  of  the  large 
firms  to  undertake  to  supply  the  Go- 
vernment in  the  event  of  an  emergency. 
There  is  another  matter  to  which  I  de- 
sire to  call  attention,  and  which,  I  believe, 
comes  under  this  Vote.  My  hon.  Friend 
the  Member  for  West  Aberdeenshire 
(Dr.  Farquharson),  who  has  usually 
called  attention  to  the  matter,  is  not  at 
present  in  his  place,  and  therefore  I 
consider  it  my  duty  to  mention  it.  At 
any  rate,  I  think  we  are  entitled  to  an 
explanation  upon  it,  although  I  am  not 
6o  well  informed  on  the  matter  as  my 
hon.  Friend.  I  allude  to  the  expense  of 
carrying  out  the  Contagious  Diseases 
Act.  That  Act  has  now  been  abolished 
in  this  country,  owing  to  the  philan« 
thropic  olforts  of  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Member  for  Ualifax  (Mr. 
iStansfeld). 

The  CHAIRMAN  :  I  must  point  out 
to  the  hon.  Member  that  there  is  no 
item  in  connection  with  the  Contagious 
Diseases  Act  in  this  year's  Vote.  There 
was  last  year,  but  there  is  not  this. 

V^^.  TANNER :  I  thought  the  item 
applied  to  this  year.  I  saw  an  entry  in 
the  Vote ;  but  as  there  is  no  specilic  item 
this  year,  I  will  cod  fine  myself  to  the 
l^oint  I  have  already  brought  before  the 
Committee.  It  is  a  strictly  technical 
medical  subject ;  but  I  have  considered 
it  my  duty  to  bring  it  under  the  notice 
of  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite. 

Lord  CHARLES  BERESFORD  (A 
Loud  of  the  Admiralty)  (Marylebone, 
E.) :  The  subject  which  the  hon'  Gentle- 
man has  mentioned  i9,  no  doubt,  a  very 

Dr,  Tanner 


important  one ;  but  I  can  assure  him 
that  the  greatest  possible  care  is  taken 
to  get  drugs  and  medicines  of  the  verj 
best  quality. 

Dr.  TANNER  :  May  I  point  out  tj 
the  noble  and  gallant  Lord  one  point  ia 
connection  with  the  matter?  I  thinli 
one  fact  is  worth  a  thousand  mere  asser- 
tions. I  have  visited  a  great  number  oi 
Her  Majesty's  ships  of  war,  and  among 
others,  on  one  occasion,  I  went  over  t 
vessel  commanded,  I  think,  by  the  noble 
and  gallant  Lord — namely,  the  Dtza^- 
tation—\JjoTiSi  Oharles  Beresfobd  :  No." 
— I  recollect  finding  on  that  ship,  and 
also  upon  others  upon  several  occasions, 
**  German"  quinine,  which  was  of  a  verj 
inferior  quality.  I  happened  to  sceil 
in  the  case  of  the  Devastation  upon  one 
of  the  shelves.  It  was  evidently  in  use, 
and  I  put  some  questions  to  one  of  the 
medical  officers  with  regard  to  it.  Oi 
course,  for  obvious  reasons,  I  have  no 
desire  to  mention  names.  I  complained 
of  the  inferior  quality  of  the  drugs,  and 
I  was  told — ''  Oh,  we  cannot  g^t  anything; 
better  out  of  the  Government." 

LoED  CHAELE8  BEEE8F0ED:  I 
am  very  sorry  to  hear  that ;  but,  as  far 
as  we  can,  we  take  the  greatest  troable 
to  obtain  the  best  medicines  and  drugs 
we  can  secure.  The  hon.  Member  spoke 
of  cutting  down  the  supply  of  drugs.  I 
do  not  think  that  he  would  really  wish 
to  do  that.  I  think  it  is  most  necessary 
that  we  should  always  have  a  full 
supply,  and  that  we  should  always  lo 
able  to  obtain  what  we  require.  For- 
merly, I  admit,  in  the  system  of  issuing 
drugs  and  stores  there  was  a  certain 
amount  of  waste ;  but  that  was  owing  to 
a  bad  system  of  organization.  Me£ca] 
stores  were  bought  more  or  less  bj 
wholesale,  and  they  were  not  divided 
into  separate  stores  for  the  different 
ships ;  that  was  a  system  which  wa: 
attended  by  a  gpreat  deal  of  waste.  Al 
the  present  moment,  however,  a  diffe- 
rent system  prevails;  and  now,  in  re- 
gard to  all  medical  stores,  both  at  home 
and  abroad,  there  are  certain  chestc 
always  ready  packed  in  the  event  oi 
an  emergency.  In  that  case,  when 
stores  are  required,  it  is  only  neoessar} 
to  hoist  the  chests  into  the  ship,  the 
chests  themselves  having  already  been 
packed  in  a  time  of  peace.  Bo  far  as  the 
quinine  is  concerned,  I  believe  that  we 
get  the  very  best.  I  will,  however, 
make  inquiries  with  reference  to  what 
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has  fallen  from  the  hon.  Gentleman.     I 
may  inform  him  that  I  never  was  on  | 
board  the  Devastation, 

Db.  TANNEE  :  I  made  a  mistake ;  I 
meant  the  Thunderer, 

General  Sir  GEOEGE  BALFOUR 
(Kincardine) :  I  am  very  glad  that  the 
hon.  Member  has  raised  this  question 
about  quinine;  but  he  has  overlooked 
the  supply  from  India.  I  think  it 
would  oe  extremely  valuable  if  the  Go- 
vernment would  make  some  further 
inquiry  in  regard  to  all  stores  supplied 
by  contract.  It  is  now  16  years  since  I 
served  on  the  Select  Committee  to  inquire 
into  the  contracts  and  purchase  of  stores, 
and  the  time  has  come  for  renewing  the 
inquiry. 

Sir  JOHN  PULESTON  (Devonport) : 
I  take  it  that  although  toe  immediate 
question  of  the  Contagious  Diseases  Act 
mentioned  by  the  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Mid  Cork  cannot  bo  dis- 
cussed upon  this  Vote,  yet  that  the  ap- 
propriation of  a  certain  amount  of  money 
already  voted  in  connection  with  that 
Act  is  involved  in  the  present  Vote.  I 
see  an  item  in  reference  to  my  own  con- 
Btituency — namely,  the  Royal  Hospital 
at  Devonport — and  certainly  an  appro- 
priation for  that  purpose  is  involvea  in 
this  Vote.  Therefore,  I  think  I  shall 
not  be  out  of  Order  in  asking  my  noble 
Friend  to  make  some  inquiry  into  the 
practical  working  of  the  system  now 
adopted  under  this  appropriation.  My 
own  belief  is  that  the  system  is  not 
working  satisfactorily,  and  I  would  ask 
my  noble  Friend  whether  something  can- 
not be  done  to  make  it  work  better  ? 

Lord  CHARLES  BERESFORD :  I 
am  sorry  I  am  unable  to  give  my  hon. 
Friend  any  information.  I  was  not 
aware  that  any  question  with  regard  to 
the  working  of  the  Contagious  Diseases 
Act  was  likely  to  be  raised. 

Dr.  tanner  :  There  is  one  other 
matter  whioh  comes  under  this  Vote — 
namely,  the  surgical  instruments  sup- 
plied to  the  medical  of&cers  of  the  Navy. 
I  think  the  noble  Lord  would  do  a  very 
great  service  to  the  medical  officers  if, 
on  the  arrival  of  a  vessel  after  a  voyage, 
these  instruments  were  taken  out  of  a 
ship,  and  transmitted  to  some  instru- 
ment maker  in  order  to  have  them 
thoroughly  done  up,  in  the  same  way  in 
which  the  surgical  instruments  are  done 
up,  which  are  used  in  the  hospitals  on 
ahore.    That  would  not  only  be  a  very 


good  thing  for  the  medical  officers  them- 
selves, but  I  think  I  am  entitled  to  urge 
it  on  the  plea  of  economy ;  because  if 
these  surgical  instruments  are  kept  in 
an  efficient  condition  their  deterioration 
is  prevented,  and  they  are  prevented 
from  rusting  and  going  to  the  bad.  Not 
only  would  tho  Government  save  ex- 
pense, but  I  think  they  would  be  ad- 
vancing, at  any  rate,  the  cause  of  hu- 
manity ;  because  it  now  very  frequently 
happens  that  the  medical  officers  of  the 
Navy  are  called  upon  to  perform  most 
delicate  operations  with  inadequate  in- 
struments, or  with  instruments  that  are 
altogether  out  of  order.  Certainly,  that 
is  entirely  opposed  to  tho  true  instincts 
of  humanity.  I  am  satisfied  that  a 
small  point  of  this  nature  might  very 
easily  be  seen  to ;  and  although  it  might 
entail  a  small  immediate  expenditure  it 
would  be  for  the  benefit  of  everybody 
concerned  in  the  end. 

Lord  CHARLES  BERESFORD:  I 
am  afraid  it  would  be  very  difficult  to 
send  out  the  surgical  instruments  after 
every  voyage ;  but  certainly,  when  a  ship 
is  paid  ofif,  the  rule  is  to  return  the  sur- 
gical instruments  into  store.  They  are 
then  thoroughly  done  up  according  to  a 
contract  made  by  the  Board  of  Admi- 
ralty, and  returned  to  the  ship  when 
put  into  proper  condition. 

Dr.  TANNER:  I  am  afraid  that  I 
did  not  thoroughly  explain  what  I  mean. 
There  are  many  surgical  instruments 
made  of  steel  used  at  sea,  and  they  are 
more  liable  to  rust  than  similar  instru- 
ments which  are  kept  on  shore.  It  is 
for  that  reason  that  I  would  suggest  the 
desirability  of  having  them  carefully 
attended  to  whenever  an  opportunity 
arises. 

Lord  CHARLES  BERESFORD :  I 
am  afraid  that  we  could  not  do  that 
until  the  vessel  comes  home,  and  is  paid 
off.  When  a  ship  does  come  home 
its  surgical  instruments  are  sent  to 
the  hospital,  and  are  re-done  up  by 
contract. 

Vote  agreed  to. 

(3.)  £11,500,  Martial  Law,  &c. 

(4.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  pro- 
posed, 

"That  a  sum,  not  exoaeding  £186,100,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majestj,  to  defray  the  Ex- 
pense of  yariouB  MiBcellaneous  Benrices,  which 
will  come  in  coarse  of  payment  daring  the  year 
ending  on  the   dlst  day  of  March  1888." 
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Colonel  BLUNDELL  (Lancashire, 
S.W.,  Ince) :  I  wish  to  ask  the  noble 
Lord  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty 
whether,  when  iron-clads  become  unfit 
for  soa  service  and  it  is  proposed  to  break 
them  up,  the  question  is  considered  if, 
instead  of  destroying  them,  they  might 
not  be  used  for  the  protection  of  mercan- 
tile ports  at  home,  and  in  the  Colonies 
as  floating  batteries  ?  The  early  floating 
batteries,  such  as  the  old  Glatton,  would 
have  been  very  useful  for  such  purposes. 

The  first  LORD  of  the  ADMI- 
RALTY (Lord  Qeoroe  Hamilton) 
(Middlesex,  Ealing):  As  a  matter  of 
fact,  I  do  not  believe  that  any  of  our 
iron-clads  have  as  yet  been  broken 
up.  We  have  made  arrangements  by 
which  certain  iron-clads  which  are  not 
considered  to  be  effective  for  sea-going 
purposes  will  be  sent  to  foreign  sta- 
tions, where  they  will  be  used  as  a  sort 
of  reserve  ships  for  the  protection  of 
the  station  in  which  they  are  placed. 

Sib  JOHN  PULESTON  (Devonport) : 
I  wish  to  call  attention  to  a  small  item 
which  appears  in  this  Vote  of  £650,  as 
a  contribution  in  aid  of  the  Lock  Hos- 
pital, and  the  Lock  Wards  in  the  Devon- 
port  Hospital.  I  only  draw  attention 
to  the  item  because  it  is  quite  evident 
that  the  question  of  the  Contagious 
Diseases  Act  does  come  under  this  sub- 
section of  the  Vote,  the  item  being  a 
contribution  on  the  part  of  the  State  in 
aid  of  the  Lock  Wards  of  the  Devonport 
Hospital.  I  think  that  if  the  Government 
will  make  some  inquiry  into  the  matter 
they  will  be  able  to  find  a  better  mode 
of  carrying  out  the  intentions  of  the 
Act  than  has  as  yet  been  discovered. 
Passing  from  that  subject,  I  wish  to 
call  attention  to  a  small  item  of  £650 
for  sailors'  homes  at  the  naval  sta- 
tions. When  we  consider  the  number 
of  our  sailors'  homes,  and  the  important 
work  they  have  to  do,  and  even  the  in- 
creasing importance  of  the  work,  I 
would  venture  to  express  ray  regret  at 
the  smallness  of  the  sum  appropriated 
for  that  purpose.  I  do  not  think  that 
the  pubhc  money  could  be  expended  in 
a  manner  that  is  calculated  to  do  more 
good  to  the  Naval  Service.  I  am  quite 
sure  that  if  the  Admiralty  will  look 
into  the  question  they  will  arrive  at 
the  conclusion  that  a  small  additional 
amount  may  be  employed  in  this  direc- 
tion. 

Dr.  tanner  (Cork,  Co.,  Mid)  :  It 
is  a  pleasant  thing  to  be  able  to  corro- 


borate any  statement  that  comes  from 
the  Benches  opposite  ;  but  this  is  a  cose 
in  which  I  am  quite  prepared  to  backup 
the  appeal  which  has  been  made  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  Devonport  (Sir  Joha 
Puleston).  I  think  we  are  entitled  to 
ask  the  noble  Lord  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty  to  direct  his  attention  to  this 
question.  It  is  a  subject  which  I  myself 
mentioned  last  year,  particularly  in  con- 
nection with  the  Cork  Sailors'  Home. 
Upon  that  occasion  the  hon.  Member  for 
the  borough  of  Cambridge  (Mr.  Penrose- 
Fitzg^rald)  said  that  there  was  a  project 
on  foot  in  Cork  to  amalfi^amate  the 
Queenstown  and  the  Cork  Sailors'  Homes. 
I  recollect  that  I  put  the  state  of  the 
case  before  the  noble  Lord  at  that  time 
at  considerable  length.  I  do  not  feel 
called  upon  to  treat  it  at  the  same  length 
this  year ;  but  I  would  ask  his  kind  in- 
dulgence to  the  circumstances  of  the 
case.  There  is  one  home  at  Cork  and 
another  at  Queenstown.  Of  course,  the 
home  at  Queenstown  is  quite  dose  to  the 
ships,  and  the  noble  Lord  the  First  Lord 
must  be  aware  that  when  there  is  a 
sailors'  home  immediately  opposite  a 
guard  ship,  many  men  pass  m>m  the 
ship  every  day  and  enter  their  names  on 
the  books  of  the  home.  That,  however, 
means  nothing  whatever.  They  simply 
go  in  and  out,  perhaps  wash  their  hands 
or  have  a  cup  of  tea,  but  never  makeufe 
of  the  home  in  a  regular  way.  I  was 
secretary  to  the  Cork  Sailors'  Home  for 
nearly  three  years,  and  at  the  present 
moment  I  happen  to  hold  a  sort  of 
honorary  position  in  connection  with  it. 
Therefore  I  speak  with  some  kind  of 
authority  in  regard  to  the  Sailors*  Home 
at  Cork ;  and  I  trust  that  the  noble  Lord 
will  perceive  that  I  am  simply  endea- 
vouring to  direct  his  attention  to  the 
necessity  which  actually  exists,  if  any  re- 
gard is  to  be  had  to  the  benefit  of  the 
sailors  themselves — not  merely  seamen  in 
Her  lifajesty's  Service,  but  of  sea*faring 
men.  I  made  an  appeal  last  year  to  the 
noble  Lord  to  look  into  this  matter,  and 
to  consider  that  these  sailors'  homes  are 
not  merely  for  the  benefit  of  Her  Ma- 
jesty's  seamen,  but  also  for  the  benefit 
of  other  sailors,  many  of  whom  come 
from  foreign  countries  who  happen  to  be 
turned  adrift  as  waifs  and  stnjs  upon 
any  of  our  sea-port  towns.  In  Ireland 
at  the  present  time  we  have  not  a  super- 
fluity of  wealth.  Any  man  who  will  take 
j  the  trouble  to  read  the  newspapers  will 
see  the  rapid  strides  that  pauperism  is 
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making  in  the  country.  It  is,  therefore, 
evident  that  unless  some  substantial  sup- 
port is  given  to  institutions  of  this  kind 
by  the  authorities  that  the  institutions 
themselves  cannot  be  continued.  It  is 
therefore  desirable,  in  a  period  like  the 
present,  that  we  should  make  an  appeal 
to  Her  Majesty's  Government.  As  the 
lion.  Member  for  Devonport  (Sir  John 
Fuleston)  pointed  out.  Her  Majesty's 
Government  ought  to  do  something  more 
for  the  support  of  these  sailors'  homes 
than  they  have  done  in  the  past.  In  the 
first  instance,  the  Government  granted  to 
our  home  in  Cork  a  sum  of  £25.  They 
found  that  the  home  was  managed  so 
well  that  they  increased  the  grant  to 
£60,  subsequently  to  £75,  and  then  to 
£100.  What  have  the  Government  done 
since  ?  It  is  perfectly  evident  that  in 
times  of  depression  like  this,  if  the  Go- 
vernment took  away  their  grant,  the 
oharity  mustsufiPer ;  and,  nevertheless,  the 
Government  now  propose  to  cut  down 
their  grant  by  one-half.  Were  it  not 
for  the  fact  that  from  time  to  time  we 
have  had  very  liberal  endowments  in 
the  Oity  of  Oork  from  private  indivi- 
duals we  should  have  been  obliged  to 
close  the  Bailors'  Home.  An  effort  has 
been  made — as  I  stated  last  year — to 
amalgamate  the  Cork  and  Queenstown 
Sailors'  Homes ;  but  I  think  that  it  would 
be  a  great  mistake.  Queenstown  is  not 
a  commercial  port.  The  Board  of  Trade 
Office,  where  the  sailors  go  in  order  to 
get  their  certificates,  and  to  find  a  new 
ship,  is  not  at  Queenstown,  but  at  Cork. 
The  consequence  is  that  Cork  is  the 
centre,  and  where  you  have  a  centre  I 
think  it  is  palpable  you  ought  to  have 
the  home.  The  Sailors'  Home  at  Cork 
has  been  successful  in  the  past.  We 
have  continued  to  keep  the  doors  open  ; 
but  we  are  looking  forward  with  a  cer- 
tain amount  of  alarm  to  a  long  period 
of  depression.  We  are  now  steadily 
eating  into  our  capital,  and  if  that  is  to 
go  on  the  home  cannot  be  kept  open 
much  longer.  Every  year  we  have  had 
a  large  number  of  men  stopping  there 
who  do  not  come  simply  for  the  purpose 
of  washing  their  hands,  but  who  come 
for  the  purpose  of  occupying  the  home. 
Last  Christmas  we  had  about  400  men  who 
came  from  Ban  try,  and  who  were  con- 
nected with  the  Navy  or  the  Coast 
Guard.  Men  of  that  kind  have  come  in 
and  filled  our  home  on  two  or  three 
occasions  in  the  course  of  the  year,  and 


whenever  we  have  the  Channel  Fleet  in 
Bantry  Bay  we  have  a  large  number  of 
them.  I  only  draw  the  attention  of  the 
noble  Lord  to  the  fact  that  what  he  pro- 
mised last  year  has  not  been  carried  out. 
Speaking  on  this  side  of  the  House,  I 
will  only  ask  him  to  comply  with  the 
appeal  which  has  been  made  to  him  by 
the  hon.  Gentleman  on  the  opposite  side 
—namely,  to  pay  attention  to  these  most 
deserving  charities.  I  trust  that  he  will, 
at  any  rate,  allow  some  investigation  to 
be  made  into  the  circumstances  of  the 
two  homes  I  have  mentioned. 

LoBD  GEORGE  HAMILTON :  The 
principle  on  which  this  Vote  is  distri- 
buted is  this.  The  grants  are  made  to 
sailors'  homes  in  proportion  to  the  use 
made  of  them  by  the  sailors  of  the  Navy 
and  the  facilities  they  afford.  That  is  the 
only  principle  on  which  grants  of  this  kind 
canbeincluded  in  the  Navy  Votes.  Iquite 
agree  with  the  hon.  Gentleman  that  few 
institutions  are  more  worthy  of  public 
support;  but  if  sailors'  homes  are  to 
receive  public  support  on  any  other 
ground,  money  will  have  to  be  asked 
for,  not  by  the  Admircdty,  but  by  the 
Board  of  Trade  on  behalf  of  the  Mercan- 
tile Marine  of  the  country.  The  hon. 
Member  for  Mid  Oork  (Dr.  Tanner)  has 
called  attention  to  the  sums  appropriated 
for  sailors'  homes  last  year,  especially  in 
reference  to  the  homes  in  Cork  and 
Queenstown.  On  that  occasion  I  said 
that  it  was  found  that  the  sailors  of  the 
Fleet  made  greater  use  of  the  home  at 
Queenstown  than  they  did  of  that  at 
Cork,  and  that  accounted  for  the  differ- 
ence between  the  two  grants.  The  hon. 
Gentleman  on  that  occasion  took  excep- 
tion to  the  manner  in  which  the  money 
was  distributed.  I  subsequently  looked 
into  the  matter,  and  I  can  assure  the 
hon.  Member  that  a  very  great  use 
indeed  is  made  of  the  Sailors'  Home  in 
Queenstown,  much  more  than  of  that 
at  Cork.  We  have,  therefore,  felt  it 
necessary  to  adhere  to  the  principle 
in  which  the  grants  were  previously 
given. 

Dr.  TANNER  :  Will  the  noble  Lord 
say  whether  the  question  of  the  amalga- 
mation of  the  two  homes  is  to  be  con- 
sidered ?  I  have  made  inquiries,  and  I 
cannot  find  that  any  steps  have  been 
taken  in  the  matter. 

Lord  GEORGE  HAMILTON:  I 
believe  that  it  is  probable  that  the 
two  homes  may  be  usefully  amalga- 


1683 


Supply^ 


{COMMONS} 


Ifav^  Eiiimates.       16U 


mated ;  but  that  is  a  matter  for  the 
local  managers,  and  is  not  a  matter  in 
whioh  the  Admiralty  can  possibly  inter- 
fere 

Mr.  OONYBEARE  (OornwaU,  Cam- 
borne) :  I  have  a  Motion  on  the  Paper  in 
respect  of  Item  10  of  this  Vote,  and  be- 
fore allowing  the  Vote  to  be  taken  I  must 
certainly  ask  Her  Majesty's  Government 
to  give  me  some  specific  information 
upon  this  matter.  Even  if  they  do  so, 
it  is  highly  probable  that  I  shall  press 
the  matter  to  a  Division.  The  item  in 
question  has  reference  to  the  conveyance 
by  sea  of  the  Boyal  Household,  and  the 
entertainment  of  Eoyal  personages. 
There  are  a  variety  of  other  items  under 
the  same  heading  with  which  I  do  not 
desire  to  trouble  the  Committee.  I 
refer  to  the  fact  because  it  has  not  been 
possible  for  me,  in  placing  the  Amend- 
ment upon  the  Paper,  to  ascertain  and 
to  discriminate  greatly  between  the 
amount  required  for  these  two  first  pur- 
poses— the  conveyance  of  the  Royal 
Household,  and  the  entertainment  of 
Royal  personages,  and  the  amount  for 
all  other  purposes  under  letter  Z.  I 
would,  therefore,  ask  the  noble  Lord  in 
charge  of  tho  Vote  to  explain  to  the 
Committee,  in  the  first  instance,  what  is 
the  exact  amount  required  for  the  con- 
veyance by  sea  of  the  Royal  Household; 
and,  secondly,  for  the  entertainment  of 
Royal  personages?  That  is  the  first 
question  I  shall  put  to  the  Government. 
But  following  upon  that  I  certainly  take 
a  very  strong  exception  to  our  being 
called  upon  to  vote  money  for  this  pur- 
pose at  all.  With  respect  to  the  first 
head,  my  objection  to  it  is  precisely 
similar  to  the  objection  I  raised  the  other 
evening  to  the  payment  of  £40  for  a 
steam  packet  whenever  a  distinguished 
personage  or  some  near  relative  of  the 
Royal  Family  chooses  to  come  or  go 
across  the  English  Channel.  If  we 
must  have  a  Royal  Household,  assuredly 
we  pay  enough  for  the  maintenance 
of  the  dignity  and  of  the  splendour  of 
the  Court  when  we  pay  the  Royal  Family 
a  round  sum  amounting  to  nearly 
£1.000,000.  [Cries  of  '*No,  no!''] 
But  it  is  a  fact ;  and  if  Her  Majesty 
cannot  pay  the  travelling  expenses  of 
her  household  and  servants  out  of  a  sum 
oE  £385,000  which  is  granted  annually 
for  her  Civil  List,  I  do  not  see  why  the 
country  should  be  called  upon  to  pay 
them.      Last   year    we    voted    to  the 
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Sovereign  alone  a  suin  of  £410,000,  ai 
Barely  that  ought  to  be  enough  to  eniUi 
the  Sovereign  to  pay  the  travelling  a- 
penses  of  her  hoasehold.  I  shonUlib 
to  know  why  it  is  not  ?  If  it  is  necei- 
sary  to  increase  the  Civil  List  for  tint 
purpose,  then  by  all  means  let  the  Go- 
vernment move  that  the  Oivil  list  be 
increased ;  but  I  am  inclined  to  thiol 
that  the  people  of  this  country  entertab 
a  strong  objection  to  increasing  it 
What  I  object  to  is  these  subsidiu] 
payments  being  constantly  asked  for,  lb 
precisely  the  same  reason  which  I  ga? 
the  other  evening,  that  a  large  propoi 
tion  of  the  electorate  of  this  coontr 
consider  that  we  have  already  paid 
great  deal  too  much.  What  I  wool 
ask  is  whether  this  money  is  paid  ande 
the  contract  by  which  the  country  boon 
themselves  when  the  Civil  List  wa 
established  in  its  present  form  at  th 
commencement  of  Her  Majesty's  B^gn 
Being  bound  by  that  contract,  of  coun 
I  have  no  objection  to  make  to  the  cod 
tinuance  of  the  payment ;  but  what  th 
people  of  this  country  have  a  reason 
able  right  to  complain  of  is  thatthi 
sum — very  much  too  large,  as  many  o 
us  think — should  be  year  after  yea 
supplemented  by  payments  none  tli< 
less  objectionable  because  they  maj 
perhaps  be  small  and  comparatiTel; 
insignificant.  There  are  very  stronj 
complaints,  and  the  most  uncompli 
mentary  language  is  used  ont-of-dooi 
with  respect  to  the  Boyal  Family,  b( 
cause  the  people  think  that  it  is  hare 
considering  the  amount  of  the  Civil  Lisl 
that  we  should  be  constantly  called  upo 
to  pay  the  travelling  expenses  of  th 
Eoyal  Household  and  the  Hoyal  Familj 
I  can  only  repeat  what  I  said  the  oth€ 
evening — that  if  the  Gevemment  of  thi 
country  are  desirous  of  maintaining  th 
dignity  of  the  Boyal  Family  and  of  8( 
curing  the  respect  of  the  people  fo 
Boyal  institutions,  it  is  very  deeiraU 
indeed  that  these  demands  upon  th 
public  purse  by  persons  living  in  luxur 
and  splendour  should  be  put  a  atop  t 
at  once  and  for  ever.  As  far  as  I  ai 
concerned,  I  have  no  reason  to  complai 
of  the  operation  of  these  arrangement 
year  after  year,  because,  from  my  poii 
of  view,  as  a  Eepublioan,  I  have  n 
objection  to  their  beinff  dearly  knowi 
seeing  that  they  must  he  oaloolated,  i 
the  end,  to  diminish  the  popular  view  fl 
loyalty  to  the  Crown.    Sat  that  ia  nc 
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the  ground  on  whioh  we,  as  political 
pariizans,  should  consider  a  matter  of 
this  kind.  We  desire,  at  any  rate,  to 
save  the  pockets  of  the  taxpayers  in  the 
first  instance,  and  to  spare  them  from 
these  unnecessary  and  wholly  undig- 
nified calls  upon  the  public  purse  by 
persons  who  ought  to  be  above  making 
such  calls.  In  the  second  place,  we 
desire  that  institutions  which  are  consi- 
dered of  great  importance,  and  are 
looked  upon  with  very  dififerent  feelings 
by  the  vast  proportion  of  the  people  of 
the  country,  should  not  be  daily  and 
improperly  undermined  by  considera- 
tions arising  from  these  petty  matters. 
We  have,  therefore,  a  strong  objection 
to  being  called  upon  to  pay  for  the  car- 
riage by  sea  of  the  Eoyal  Household.  If 
we  are  called  upon  to  do  that,  why 
should  we  not  also  be  called  upon  to  pay 
for  the  conveyance  of  the  Hoyal  House- 
liold  by  land  ?  Perhaps  we  are  ;  and  I 
hope  the  Government  will  be  able  to 
explain  under  what  Vote  we  are  called 
upon  to  convey  the  Boyal  Household  to 
and  from  Balmoral  and  other  places. 
So  far  as  the  conveyance  by  sea  of  the 
Itoyal  Household  is  concerned,  seeing 
that  Her  Majesty  has  several  g^and 
yachts,  for  which  we  pay  a  large  sum 
year  by  year,  I  think  it  is  not  too  much 
to  ask  that  the  Boyal  Household  should 
be  conveyed  in  them.  We  are  paying 
annually  considerable  sums  for  the  re- 
decoration  of  these  Hoyal  yachts,  and  it 
is  probable  that  the  vessels  themselves 
are  not  used  more  than  once  a  month. 
In  my  opinion,  it  is  absurd  that  we 
should  be  called  upon  for  extra  pay- 
ments for  Boyal  yachts  whioh  are  lying 
idle  during  a  great  portion  of  the 
year.  Then,  again,  why  are  we  called 
upon  to  pay  for  the  entertainment 
of  Boyal  personages?  I  wish  to 
know  specifically  whether  this  enter- 
tainment had  anything  to  do  with  the 
Jubilee  year,  or  was  it  in  connection  with 
something  that  took  place  last  year? 
Who  are  the  Boyal  personages,  and  why 
should  we  be  called  upon  to  entertain 
them  ?  Are  they  connected  with  our 
own  Boyal  Family,  or  are  they  mere  tin- 
sel German  Grand  Dukes  and  Duchesses 
and  the  rest  of  them.  Surely  it  is  not 
too  much  to  ask  the  Boyal  Family  to 
entertain  these  Boyal  personages  them- 
selves. We  are  not  supposed  to  entertain 
them.  When  they  come  over  here  we 
may  give  them  a  banquet  at  the  Mansion 


House,  or  something  of  that  kind ;  but 
that  is  not  entertainment.  If  we  convey 
them  at  the  cost  of  the  nation,  why 
should  we  be  called  upon  to  entertain 
them  ?  I  am  very  anxious  to  know  who 
those  Boyal  personages  are,  under  what 
circumstances  they  come  here,  and  for 
what  reason  Her  Majesty's  Government 
asks  us  to  pay  even  one  farthing  for  their 
entertainment?  I  want  to  know  what 
proportion  of  the  Vote  is  devoted  to  the 
two  purposes  I  have  mentioned,  and 
should  also  like  to  hear  whether  similar 
items  are  reproduced  year  after  year? 
Are  we  called  upon  to  entertain  Boyal 
personages  every  year,  or  is  this  the  first 
time,  or  is  the  amount  we  are  asked 
to  pay  greater  this  year,  or  less  than 
in  previous  years?  These  are  the  reasons 
which  have  induced  me  to  place  an 
Amendment  on  the  Paper,  and  I  will 
only  repeat  my  earnest  protest  against 
the  country  being  called  upon  to  pay 
these  charges  in  future.  Of  course,  the 
Government  cannot  eliminate  these 
charges  from  the  present  Estimates ;  but 
I  trust  that  they  will  consult  the  popular 
feeling  out-of-doors,  if  not  for  their 
own  sake,  at  any  rate  in  the  interests  of 
others. 

The  OHAIBMAN  :  Does  the  hon. 
Member  move  ? 

Mb.  OONYBEABE  :  Yes,  I  move  to 
reduce  the  Vote  by  the  sum  of  £3,000. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
**That  Item  Z— Miscellaneous  Pay- 
ments and  Allowances — be  reduced  by 
the  sum  of  £3,000.*'— *(  Hr.  Conyleare.) 

Lord  GEOBGE  HAMILTON:  The 
amount  of  this  Vote  is  £8,355,  and  the 
hon.  Member  has  stated  that  he  is 
unable  to  ascertain  what  proportion  of 
the  Vote  relates  to  conveyance  by  sea, 
and  what  for  the  entertainment  of  Boyal 
personages.  He  has,  therefore,  moved 
to  reduce  it  by  the  sum  of  £3,000.  The 
hon.  Gentleman  has  given  expression  to 
his  opinions  in  strong  language ;  but  I 
think  that  when  a  Member  does  feel 
strongly  on  any  subject  he  ought  to  en- 
deavour to  obtain  all  the  information  he 
can  in  regard  to  it.  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man might  have  found  an  explanation  of 
the  facts  in  the  Estimates.  It  is  stated 
that  the  expenditure  inourred  in  1885-6, 
under  the  head  to  which  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man has  referred,  was  £1,488,  while  the 
hon.  Gentleman  might  have  found  that 
out  before  putting  an  Amendment  on 
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the  Paper  which  implies  that  the  amount 
voted  to  these  purposes  is  much  larger. 
Mr.  CONYBEAEE  :  Is  that  the  sum 
expended  for  the  conveyance  of  the 
Boyal  Household  ? 

Lord  GEOEGE  HAMILTON  :  No ;  it 
is  the  sum  expended  in  reference  to  the 
Bojal  Household,  and  for  the  entertain- 
ment of  the  suites  of  Hoyal  personages. 
The  hon.  Gentleman  says  that  there  are 
many  people  in  this  country  who  object 
to  the  expense  attached  to  the  Monarchy 
and  to  the  Eoyal  Family.  Of  course, 
there  are  a  large  number  of  persons 
among  the  electorate  who  are  not  very 
well  informed  upon  these  matters ;  and 
if  they  adopt  the  system  of  multiplica- 
tion which  their  instructors  adopt,  it  is 
not  to  be  wondered  at  that  they  over- 
estimate the  cost  of  maintaining  the 
Eoyal  Family.  The  hon.  Member 
has  put  down  at  the  sum  upwards  of 
£1,000,000  a-year. 

Mr.  CONYBEAEE ;  I  put  down  that 
sum  for  the  whole  of  the  Eoyal  Family. 
I  did  not  say  that  it  was  for  Her  Majesty 
alone. 

Lord  GEOEGE  HAMILTON :  I  do 
not  think  it  amounts  to  one-half  of  that 
sum.  Moreover,  Her  Majesty,  as  the 
hon.  Gentleman  well  knows,  gave  up  her 
right  to  the  Crown  Lands,  to  which  she 
was  as  much  entitled  as  any  private 
individual  to  his  own  private  property. 
I  must  remind  the  hon.  Gentleman  that 
it  has  been  established  by  experience 
that  the  most  expensive  Government  is 
the  Eepublican  Goveniment. 

Sir  GEOEGE  CAMPBELL  (Kirk- 
caldy, &o.) :  Is  the  noble  Lord  speaking 
to  the  Question  ? 

Lord  GEOEGE  HAMILTON:  I 
might  have  called  **  Order"  when  the 
hon.  Member  for  the  Camborne  Division 
of  Cornwall  was  speaking;  but  I  re- 
frained from  doing  so.  After  the  ob- 
servations which  have  been  made  by 
the  hon.  Member  I  think  I  had  fairly 
a  right  to  say  what  I  have  said.  As  re- 
gards the  actual  sum  itself,  it  is  expended 
in  conveying  Her  Majesty's  servants, 
luggage,  and  carriages  to  and  from 
Aberdeen,  and  from  this  country  to  the 
Continent,  and  the  amount  in  the  pre- 
sent Estimate  for  this  purpose  seems  to 
me  to  be  a  reasonable  one.  The  Sove- 
reign of  this  country,  from  time  imme- 
morial, has  a  right  to  have  these  ser- 
vices performed  by  the  Eoyal  Navy. 
The  hon.  Member  says — '*  Why  not  em- 
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ploy  the  Eoyal  yachts  ?  "     But  I  mij 
point  out  to  bim  that  the  consumptio&Qi 
coal  by  the  Royal  yachts  would  be  is 
more    expensive.     We    cannot,  at  ^ 
commencement  of  the  year,  exactly  ad- 
mate  what  the  cost  would  be.    There" 
fore   we  take   the   expenditure  of  tk 
preceding  years,    and   that  for  188»4 
was  the  amount  which  we  calculate  viC 
be  required  for  the  present  year — namely, 
a  sum  slightly  under  £],oOO.    Thatk 
the  estimate  of  the  amount  we  have  pot 
down  as  likely  to    be  defrayed  in  the 
course  of  the  present  year.     Thelum. 
Gentleman  complains  of  another  item 
for    the  entertainment  of   Eoyal  per- 
sonages.   This  is  an   item   which  his 
escaped  our  attention.    It  would  appetr 
that  some  portion  of  the  Vote  goes  for 
the  purpose  of  entertaining  Eoyal  pe^ 
Bonages  from  abroad.     That  is  not  the 
case,    although    the    hon.    Gtentleman 
has  fallen  into  a  natural  error.    The 
Eoyal  yachts  are  frequently  employed 
in  conveying  Eoyal  personages  to  and 
from  this  country.     These  Boyal  per- 
sonages are  accompanied   hy  confiiae^ 
able  suites,  and  they  have  to  be  enter- 
tained on  board  the  Hoyal  yachts.   It 
has  been  the  practice,  and  I  think  pro- 
perly, to  make  allowances  for  this,  so  aa 
to  enable  the  officers  of  the  Eoyal  and 
other  yachts  to  defray  the  expenses  to 
which  they  are  put.  The  sum  chaigedii 
a  very  trifling  one,  and  I  think  the  coan- 
try  may  legitimately  be  called  upon  tc 
pay  it.  I  think  I  have  now  explained  tc 
the  hon.  Member  what  these  items  mean 
and  I  have  shown  him  that  the  employ 
ment  of  the  Eoyal  yachts  would  lead  h 
a  very  considerable  additional  ezpendi 
ture.     I  have  also  pointed  out  that  th< 
Sovereign  has  a  right  to  claim  the  ser 
vices  which  are  rendered  in  this  wa] 
by  the  Navy.     Therefore  I  hope  th< 
hon.  Member  will  withdraw  his  Amend 
ment. 

Sir  OEOEOE  CAMPBELL :  I  woiil< 
suggest  to  my  hon.  Friend  the  Membe 
for  the  Oambome  Division  of  Cromwal 
that,  as  this  is  Her  Majesty's  Juhile 
Year,  and  as  we  have  been  gratifie 
with  the  sight  of  a  gpreat  many  Eoyal  pei 
sonages,  g^at  and  small,  he  should  nc 
feel  it  necessary  to  press  the  Amendment 
There  is  one  question  I  should  like  t 
ask  the  noble  Lord — ^namely,  whether 
am  to  understand  from  him  that  ship 
of  war  are  employed  to  take  down  to 
Eoyal  Household  and  their  luggage  ? 
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•ver.  toruar.  r-  — 
Ithoairhci  n»-  «s^ 
in  niT  Tiriivnr:-  — f— 
Boysl  pa»0!:.i--=  ■" 
1  sfaoulii  DAT-    1, 

of  tbeir  fstami^^^.- 


liSD.  i'riEt-  .  l;.- 
amuax}.   -  w.^ 


iviii  )>■>  no  doubt  that 

.;'!  ii-siiit>'<l  from  those 

:i,!r  ft  n-idov 

"■••II.     Uliuii  I  waB  last 

.....   liiiiuc  inquiries  into 

'.  >;.(iii>iit  tlint  it  is  an 

.     i'ivi-  uf  the  chil- 

.  _-.ku  ,vuar.i  i)f  age,  and 

. ,  u  ii'l't-  without  any 

,  .  .^..     .LL  iLie  time  of  his 

.  . .  .1  iuup-sorvice  medal 

..  ...tL  luviial,  for  which, 

'.    w\i-i-   roL'oived   any- 

',     liiroe   years  which 

'.-.I.'  ilie  ileath  of  Cooper 

.'..ilJi-ou  have  not  re- 

"'  _,■     i'lJiuy,  in    the  shape 

■  ■    _       l^ii,  gratuity,  or  compaa- 

"'       -..■.■^\}.      Cooper     was     an 

'  '  ■  not  know  whether  that 

'— ■   "l.o   Jil&culty  in   geouriug 

-* — '  'ly    (lousideration    of    hia 

-■    -■-'•*  '  Tl.Iuk  it  is  moBt  undesirable 

'-  '.Ilia   spirit   the  widow  and 

"f   a  man  who  haa  serred  his 

*"'!,  iiud  thus  to  implant  in  the 

...  ^f  Tiiiihuien  the  painful  feeling 

--  T— Tit  bo  aroused  by  the  facts  of  a 

"   (Ilia  aoming  to  their  know- 

^   have    spoken   to   numerous 

— »••    nbout  the   case,  without  refe- 

^■*r  politics,  and  in  every  instance 

[^  uf  disgust  has  been  expressed 

i^nduct  of  the  Oorernment.     I 

'i  the  Committee  on  thia  case  last 

mid  I  intend  t«  take  a  Division 

A.  it  every  year  as  long  as  I  remain 

the  House — so  long  as  justice  is  not 

10.     Probably,  some    day  or    other, 

^(ice  will  be  done  in  the  matter.     I 

■prtainly  cannot  agree  with  the  Qovem- 

iicnt  that  the  widow  and  orphans  of  a 

man  who  has  served  the  country  bu  long 

should  be  left  penaileBs.     I  beg  to  move 

that  the  Vote  be  reduced  by  the  sum  of 

£1,000. 

Motion  made,  and  Queetion  proposed, 
"That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £903,800, 
be  granted  for  the  said  Services. " — 
(Jl/r.  SexUn.) 

The  first  LORD  of  thb  ADMI- 
KALTY  (Lord  (iEOROB  Hamilton) 
(Middlesex,  Kaling)  :  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man raised  this  question  last  year,  and 
I  then  told  him  that  I  would  look  into 
it.  I  will  now  state  what  my  position 
is  with  regard  to  the  case.  The  prin- 
ciple upon  which  these  pensions  are 
given  is  that  when  a  man  dies  after  an 
8  I 
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acoident  the  death  must  be  clearly 
traced  to  the  injuries  which  were 
received  in  the  service  of  the  country. 
When  the  hon.  Gentleman  raised  the 
question  last  year  I  said  I  believed  that 
the  death  was  not  owing  directly  to  the 
accident.  I  did  not  know  that  the  hon. 
Member  intended  to  bring  forward  the 
case  again,  or  I  would  have  brought 
down  the  minutes  which  I  made  in 
regard  to  it,  as  well  as  the  medical  certi- 
ficate. Unless  the  medical  evidence  is 
satisfactory,  I  have  no  more  power  to 
give  a  pension  to  the  widow  and  orphans 
of  this  man  than  the  hon.  Gentleman 
has  himself.  The  medical  certificate 
which  was  placed  in  my  hands,  and 
which  I  read  to  the  House  at  the  time, 
must  have  satisfied  everybody  conclu- 
sively that  the  man  died  of  typhoid 
fever,  and  not  in  consequence  of  any 
injuries  he  had  received. 

Mr.  sexton  :  What  was  the  sub- 
stance of  the  certificate  ? 

Lord  GEOEGE  HAMILTON:  It 
was  to  the  effect  that  the  man  had  sus- 
tained injuries  through  an  accident,  and 
that  he  died,  after  having  been  in  the 
hospital  for  some  months,  from  typhoid 
fever,  accelerated,  probably,  by  the 
injuries  he  had  received.  13 ut  that,  I 
maintain,  is  not  sufficient  to  justify  the 
Department  in  granting  a  pension. 
When  the  Admiralty  came  to  deal  with 
the  matter  they  found  that  it  was  abso- 
lutely impossible  to  admit  his  title  to  a 
pension.  I  am  sorry  that  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber should  think  that  the  widow  and 
orphans  of  this  man  have  been  unjustly 
treated.  I  took  the  trouble  to  go  care- 
fully into  the  case  last  year ;  but  I 
found  that  nothing  could  be  done,  and 
that  it  is  altogether  impossible  to  upset 
the  Eegulations  of  the  Service.  I  do 
not  think  it  can  be  said  that  this  man 
was  unjustly  treated. 

Mr.  sexton  :  I  did  not  say  that 
the  man  had  been  unjustly  treated.  The 
man  is  dead. 

Lord  GEOEGE  HAMILTON :  Then, 
his  family. 

Mr.  SEXTON;  The  man  has  gone 
beyond  the  sphere  of  the  Admiralty 
Eegulations.  What  I  complain  of  is 
the  treatment  of  the  widow  and  chil- 
dren. Nothing  has  been  said  about  the 
long-service  medal,  or  the  good-conduct 
medal,  and  I  want  to  know  whether  che 
widow  and  children  are  entitled  to 
receive  anything  in  reference  to  those 
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badges.  If  not,  what  is  the  goodit 
granting  them  ?  It  was  always  vultt- 
stood  that  some  payment  was  to  k 
attached  to  them.  I  think  it  wovll 
bo  a  matter  of  sarprise  to  a  gooi 
many  people  to  find  that  thej  in 
of  no  value  and  of  no  benefit  at  dL 
The  noblo  Lord  has  quoted  the  medkd 
certificate ;  but  that  certificate  oonch- 
sively  establishes  a  connection  betwea 
the  fatal  result  of  the  typhoid  fever  ud 
the  accident  Ck>oper  met  with  in  18fti 
It  showed  that  the  accident  was  of  m 
serious  a  character  that  the  man  had  to 
retire  immediately  afterwards,  and  tb 
medical  certificate  proved  that  his  con- 
stitution had  become  so  weakened  thik 
he  was  unable  to  resist  a  slight  attick 
of  typhoid  fever.  If  that  is  not  a  doie 
connection  between  the  accident  nxt 
with  by  this  man  in  the  Queen's  Stfvin 
and  the  cause  of  death  I  do  not  knor 
what  such  a  connection  means.  The 
noble  Lord  says  that  he  is  debaned 
from  giving  a  pension.  But  is  there  not 
such  a  thing  as  a  gratuity  or  a  oompii- 
sionate  allowance  ?  The  noble  Lord  told 
us  last  year  that  the  technical  restm- 
tion  of  the  Eegulations  has  someiimei 
been  waived  in  order  to  permit  of  t 
compassionate  allowance  being  granted. 
Surely  this  is  a  case  of  that  kind,  tnd 
the  Admiralty  might  safely  waive  the 
Eegulations.  The  noble  Lord  will  Mr- 
taiuly  fail  to  persuade  me  that  if  ho  ds- 
sired  to  come  to  the  help  of  this  widov, 
he  has  no  power  to  do  so.  I  am  siiii- 
fied  that  the  Department  has  some  dis- 
cretion in  these  cases. 

Lord  GEOEGE  HAMILTON:  IhaTO 
no  discretion  in  this  matter  at  alL 

Mr.  SEXTON:  Oannot  the  noUe 
Lord  or  the  Department  give  the  woman 
a  compassionate  allowance  P 

I^RD  GEOEGE  HAMILTON :  No. 

Mr.  SEXTON:  Then  what  is  the 
meaning  of  saying  that  the  teohnifiil 
restriction  of  the  Eegulations  has  some- 
times been  waived  ? 

Lord  GEOEGE  HAMILTON:  The 
meaning  of  that  is  that  sometimes  a  too 
technical  interpretation  has  not  beea 
placed  upon  them. 

Mr.  SEXTON:  In  this  case  the 
doctor  says  that  the  typhoid  fever  was 
fatal  because  of  the  aoddent  and  the  in- 
juries the  man  had  received,  and  the 
noble  Lord  refuses  to  allow  a  pensioa 
because  the  death  was  brought  alKNit 
by  typhoid  fever.      Now,  the   doote 
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established  a  direct  relationship  between 
the  accident  and  the  death,  and  I  would 
msk  the  noble  Lord  to  explain  whether 
the  Department  is  absolutely  debarred, 
in  a  case  of  this  kind,  from  giving  a 
€X>mpa8sionate  allowance  ?  Is  it  not 
possible  to  recognize  the  extreme  hard- 
ship of  this  case  by  waiving  a  direct  in- 
terpretation of  the  Regulations  ? 

Sir  EDWARD  REED  (CardifT) :  I 
•bouldhave  thought  that  this  was  essen- 
tially a  case  which  came  under  the  de- 
signation of  a  compassionate  allowance. 
It  is  not  at  all  an  uncommon  case  that 
when  the  cause  of  an  accident  may  have 
been  somewhat  remote  the  death  of  a 
public  servant  has  happened  in  conse- 

Suence.  Although  I  am  quite  aware 
laty  according  to  the  Rules  of  the  Ser- 
Tice,  no  pension  could  be  granted,  I 
oertainly  think  that  this  is  a  case  for  a 
oompassionate  allowance. 

Sir  JOHN  PULESTON  (Devonport) : 
I  happen  to  know  of  a  recent  case  in 
irbich  the  noble  Lord  the  First  Lord 
and  his  Colleagues  at  the  Admiralty 
were  governed  by  an  appeal  made  to 
them  under  somewhat  similar  circum- 
stancesi  and  even  a  case  touching  closer 
to  the  Rules  than  one  which  has  been 
represented  by  the  hon.  Member.  It 
was  the  case  of  a  man  who  met  with  an 
accident,  and  actually  died  from  the 
effects  of  that  accident  while  still  in  the 
Service.  It  so  happened  that  he  did  not 
go  into  the  hospital,  and  he  failed  to 
get  a  certificate  from  the  naval  surgeon. 
Nevertheless,  the  Regulations  were  so 
strict  that  he  was  prevented  from  getting 
what  he  otherwise  would  have  been 
entitled  to.  Three  different  appeals 
were  made  to  the  noble  Lord  and  his 
Colleagues;  but  they  were  without 
effect.  I  am  bound  to  make  this  state- 
ment in  justice  to  the  noble  Lord,  be- 
cause I  believe  that  representations 
were  made  by  him  and  the  Admiralty  to 
the  Treasury.  I  certainly  deprecate  as 
strongly  as  I  can  the  serious  delay  of 
the  Treasury  in  answering  these  appli- 
cations. 

Mr.  sexton  :  In  the  case  mentioned 
by  the  hon.  Member,  what  was  it  that 
was  asked  for  ?     Was  it  a  pension  ? 

Sir  JOHN  PULESTON :  No  ;  it  was 
a  gratuity,  because  a  pension  was  de- 
barred under  the  Rules  of  the  Service. 

Mr.  sexton  :  Was  it  stated  whe- 
ther  the  noble  Lord  had  power  to  grant 
a  oompassionate  allowance? 


Sir  JOHN  PULESTON:  It  was 
stated  that  he  had  not. 

Mr.  HANDEL  C08SHAM  (Bristol, 
E.)  :  It  strikes  me  that  the  whole  of  the 
Navy  Regulations  in  regard  to  the  non- 
effective Service  require  overhauling. 
At  the  same  time,  I  am  prepared  to  say 
that  the  non-effective  allowances  have 
now  reached  such  a  point  that  no  private 
business  in  the  country  could  stand 
anything  like  the  calls  which  are  made 
upon  it.  I  believe  that  the  country 
very  much  knows  that  fact. 

The  CHAIRMAN  :  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber is  not  speaking  to  the  specific  point 
now  before  the  Committee.  An  Amend- 
ment has  been  moved  to  disallow  part  of 
the  Vote  on  behalf  of  a  particular  widow 
and  her  children. 

Mr.  HANDEL  COSSHAM :  I  thought 
the  Amendment  related  to  the  reduction 
of  the  Vote  by  £1,000  on  general  con- 
SI  derations 

Dr.  tanner  (Cork  Co.,  Mid) :  May 
I  point  out  to  the  Committee  that  if  it  is 
the  desire  of  the  Government  to  promote 
recruiting  in  the  branch  of  the  Service 
to  which  this  unfortunate  man  belonged 
they  should  pay  attention  to  this  crying 
shame — namely,  the  inhuman  treatment 
these  poor  fellows  get,  and  the  state  of 
absolute  pennilessness  in  which  their 
families  are  left  if  they  meet  with  an 
accident.  If  you  want  to  get  soldiers 
and  sailors  you  have  to  recruit  them 
from  the  ranks  of  the  people ;  and  if 
cases  like  this  are  allowed  to  be  made 
public  here  and  there  throughout  the 
length  and  breadth  of  the  land,  do  you 
seriously  think  you  will  promote  the 
efficiency  of  the  Service?  Will  it  get 
you  volunteers?  You  know  perfectly 
well  that  it  will  not.  This  is  a  case 
which  a  responsible  Ministry  ought  to 
have  treated  as  a  case  of  humanity. 
[Laughter,]  Hon.  Members  opposite 
may  laugh.  It  is  very  easy  to  laugh ; 
but  I  maintain  that  this  is  a  case  of 
humanity,  and  it  is  a  case  which  ought 
to  be  borne  in  mind  if  you  really  desire 
to  promote  the  efficiency  of  the  Service. 
This  man  died  practically  from  injuries 
which  he  had  sustained  in  the  service  of 
the  country.  As  a  medical  man,  I  know 
that  there  are  always  two  causes.  There 
is  the  predisposing  cause,  and  the  deter- 
mining cause ;  and  I  hope  that  hon- 
Members  opposite  will  take  notice  of 
that  fact,  if  they  did  not  know  it  before. 
In  this  case  the  predisposing  cause  wai 
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the  injury  tlio  man  received,  and  the 
determining  cause  was  the  fever.  The 
doctor  who  gave  the  medical  certificate 
very  properly  set  up  both  on  the  face  of 
his  certificate.  My  hon.  Friend  brought 
the  question  before  the  House  last  year. 
The  noble  Lord  relies  simply  upon  his 
memory ;  but  he  cannot  dispute  any  of 
the  facts  that  were  stated  last  year.  If 
the  noble  Lord  has  really  at  heart  the 
interest  of  his  Department,  he  will  no 
longer  gloss  over  this  case,  but  will  pay 
to  it  the  attention  which  it  demands.  It 
is  a  case  which  every  kind-hearted  and 
sympathetic  man  will  be  of  opinion 
deserves  greater  attention  than  it  re- 
ceives. 

Major  BANES  (West  Ham,  8.) :  I 
do  not  think  that  this  is  a  case  in  which 
we  ought  to  allow  personal  feeling  and 
compassion  to  predominate ;  and  I  am 
satisfied  that  hon.  Gentlemen  on  the 
other  side  of  the  House  would  be  the 
first  to  impugn  the  motives  of  the  Go- 
vernment if  they  were  to  do  so.  I  my- 
self brought  to  the  notice  of  the  noble 
Lord  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  a 
case  quite  as  hard  as  that  which  the  hon. 
Member  for  West  Belfast  has  men- 
tioned. It  was  the  case  of  a  gunnery 
instructor  of  the  Royal  Navy,  who  had 
served  for  many  years,  and  had  been 
four  or  five  years  a  gunnery  instructor 
under  the  Duke  of  Edinburgh.  He  was 
not  an  Irishman ;  but  he  happened  to 
be  an  Englishman.  He  came  up  to 
London  on  the  day  of  the  Jubilee.  He 
was  kicked  in  the  chest  by  one  of  the 
cavalry  horses,  and  was  killed  on  the 
spot.  He  left  a  wife  and  family  of 
young  children.  I  applied  to  the  noble 
Lord  the  First  Lord  for  a  compassionate 
allowance.  The  noble  Lord  took  the 
case  into  consideration  ;  but  he  found 
that,  under  the  Bules  of  the  Service,  he 
could  not  grant  a  gratuity,  and  the  re- 
sult was  that  the  widow  and  children 
had  to  suffer.  So  it  has  been  in  many 
other  similar  cases.  I  quite  agree  that 
these  cases  are  very  hard  ;  but  I  do  not 
see  how  the  Admiralty  can  go  beyond 
the  Eules  which  have  been  laid  down  in 
such  cases. 

Mr.  GILLIAT  (Olapham) :  The  Com- 
mittee will,  perhaps,  recollect  that  I 
called  the  attention  of  the  Government 
to  the  case  of  a  man  named  Grover, 
who  had  rendered  very  valuable  ser- 
vices, but  was  invalided,  and  subse- 
quently died.     In  that  case  the  noble 
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Lord  held  that  it  was  impossible  to 
grant  a  gratuity  without  contrayening 
the  Eules  of  the  Service.  In  all  these 
cases  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty 
has  to  be  guided  by  the  Regulations 
which  have  been  laid  down ;  and  I 
think  it  would  be  unwise  for  the  Admi- 
ralty to  allow  feelincrs  of  compassion  to 
prevail  in  cases  of  this  kind. 

Mr.  sexton  :  I  do  not  think  the 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Clap- 
ham  (Mr.  (Hlliat)  need  be  alarmed  at 
the  compassionate  feelings  that  are 
entertained  by  the  noble  Lord.  For  my 
own  part,  I  cannot  believe  that  the 
Eules  of  the  Admiralty  are  so  strict  as 
hon.  Members  seem  to  suppose,  beoause 
I  find  that  altogether  £25,000  have  been 
granted  for  compassionate  allowances. 
In  this  particular  case,  I  think  it  is  a 
question  not  entirely  of  compassion,  but 
of  expediency;  and  I  would  ask  the 
noble  Lord  whether  he  is  willing  to 
consider  between  now  and  the  Eeport 
of  Supply  whether  the  Board  of  Admi- 
ralty have  any  discretion,  and  whether 
they  will  consent  to  grant  a  compas- 
sionate allowance  ?  I  am  perfectly  satis- 
fied that,  if  the  present  policy  is  to  be 
continued,  the  recruiting  servico  in  Ire- 
land will  be  altogether  banned. 

LoED  GEOEGE  HAMILTON :  I  am 
quite  ready  to  look  once  more  into  the 
question,  but  I  must  tell  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber that  last  year  the  matter  was  very 
fully  considered,  and  I  doubt  yery  much 
whether  it  will  be  possible  to  make  any 
grant. 

Mb.  sexton  :  I  only  ask  for  a  com- 
passionate allowance. 

Lord  GEOEGE  HAMILTON :  I  am 
afraid  that  the  Treasury  will  adhere  to 
the  Regulations,  but  between  now  and 
to-morrow  I  will  look  into  the  case  and 
see  if  anything  can  be  done  in  regard  to 
it. 

Mb.  SEXTON:  Under  these  circum- 
stances, I  will  not  take  up  the  time  of 
the  Oommittee  by  dividing  ;  I  will  wait 
until  I  see  what  the  result  is. 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Original  Question  again  proposed. 

Mb.  HANDEL  GOSSHAM :  I  pre- 
sume I  shall  be  now  in  Order  in  calung 
attention  to  the  non-effective  charges, 
which  amount  to  about  one-sizth  of  this 
Vote.  I  do  not  think  that  any  private 
business  or  trade  could  stand  a  ohax^ 
of  this  kind,  and  I  hope  that  flomctiiing 
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will  be  done  to  reduce  the  amount.  I 
see  that,  out  of  a  Vote  of  £2,000,000, 
nearly  £600,000  are  paid  in  the  shape 
of  pensions,  and  I  am  sorry  to  say  that 
this  is  a  growing  charge.  I  do  not  pro- 
pose to  divide  the  Committee  upon  the 
sabjeot,  but  I  have  simply  felt  it  my 
duty  to  call  attention  to  it. 

Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

(7.)  £328,800,  Civil  Pensions  and 
Allowances. 

(8.)  £165,100,  Extra  Estimate  for 
Services  not  Naval. — Freight,  &c.  on 
account  of  the  Army  De'^artment. 

Genkbal  Sib  GEOE'iE  BALFOXJE 
(Kincardine) :  May  I  remind  the  noble 
Iiord  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty 
that  he  kindly  promised  to  give  some 
information  in  regard  to  this  item  ? 

The  FIEST  LOED  of  thk  ADMI- 
RALTY (Lord  George  Hamilton) 
(Middlesex,  Ealing)  :  It  is  a  matter 
which  is  now  under  consideration  with 
the  object  of  dividing  the  cost  of  tran- 
sport oetween  the  Navy  and  the  Army. 
This  is  a  case  in  which  part  of  the  ser- 
vice is  performed  for  the  Army  and  part 
for  the  Navy. 

Captain  COLOMB  (Tower  Hamlets, 
Bow,  &o.) :  I  am  afraid  that  the  charge 
upon  the  Navy  is  by  far  the  largest 
portion.  We  certainly  did  not  get  much 
information  as  to  the  way  in  which  the 
charge  is  distributed. 

Lobd  GEOEGE  HAMILTON  :  I  am 
Borry  to  say  that  the  services  performed 
for  the  Army  are  not  down  in  the  Vote 
in  detail. 

Captain  COLOMB  :  Surely  the  Admi- 
ralty would  be  able  to  say,  for  instance, 
what  the  cost  of  the  transport  to  Hong 
Kong  is. 

Lobd  GEOEGE  HAMILTON :  We 
have  a  certain  number  of  transports  of 
our  own,  and  therefore  it  is  difficult  to 
Bay  what  the  actual  cost  is. 

Sib  GEOEGE  CAMPBELL  (Kirk- 
caldy, &c.) :  May  I  ask  whether  the 
proportion  put  down  for  the  conveyance 
of  troops  from  Egypt  is  supposed  to  pay 
half  the  expenses  in  connection  with  that 
transport,  or  whether  there  will  be  an 
excess  ?  I  see  that  the  sum  put  down 
this  year  is  £30,000,  whereas  last  year 
it  was  £15,000.  Certainly  the  charge 
which  appears  in  this  Vote  is  very  large. 
Did  the  £15,000  expended  last  year  pay 
all  the  expenses  in  Egypt,  or  is  there 
any  excess  ? 


Lobd  GEOEGE  HAMILTON  :  The 
sum  of  £15,000  is  put  down  for  this 
item  this  year  as  bearing  the  same  pro- 
portion to  the  amount  of  troops  as  the 
sum  of  £30,000  last  year  bore  to  the 
amount  of  troops  in  Egypt  at  the  time. 

Sib  GEOEGE  CAMPBELL:  Has 
the  reduction  of  the  force  added  to  the 
expense  of  the  transports  ? 

Lobd  GEOEGE  HAMILTON :  We 
have  estimated  that  £15,000  will  be  a 
fair  charge,  having  regard  to  the  cost  of 
£30,000  incurred  in  the  previous  year. 

Genebal  Sib  GEOEGE  BALFOUR ! 
There  ought  to  bo  a  distinct  line  drawn 
between  the  charges  for  the  Army  and 
those  for  the  Navy.  I  am  certainly  of 
opinion  that  the  conveyance  of  stores 
and  troops  might  be  more  economically 
carried  on  if  a  distinction  were  drawn 
upon  the  charges  of  the  two  Services. 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  great  diffi- 
culty is  that  one  Department  does  sea- 
transport  work  for  another  without 
making  that  Department  pay  for  it.  I 
think  that  the  Department  which  per- 
forms the  work  ought  to  make  the  charge 
against  the  other.  In  India,  Depart- 
ments pay  for  the  stores  they  get  from 
the  Arsenals,  and  the  result  is  that  the 
stores  are  prevented  from  being  wasted 
or  made  away  with.  In  the  same  way 
the  Admiralty  ought  to  pay  for  all  the 
stores  provided  by  the  War  Office.  I 
would  strongly  advise  that  that  course 
should  be  pursued  in  future  by  both 
services. 

The  SECEETAEY  to  the  ADMI- 
EALTY  (Mr.  Fobwood)  (Lancashire, 
Ormskirk) :  I  see  from  the  Estimates 
that  the  conveyance  of  troop  coastwise 
is  set  out  separately. 

Genebal  Sib  GEOEGE  BALFOUE  : 
Is  it  paid  for  by  the  War  Office  ?  If  the 
War  Office  performs  the  work  it  should 
pay  for  it,  and  if  the  Navy  does  it  then 
the  Navy  should  pay  for  it. 

Mb.  WOODALL  (Hanley) :  Am  I  to 
understand  that  the  noble  Lord  contends 
that  the  whole  charge  for  the  transfer 
of  troops  is  borne  by  the  Naval  Vote  ? 

Lord  GEOEGE  HAMILTON :  Only 
in  our  own  ships. 

Mb.  WOODALL:  Then  the  noble 
Lord  does  not  refer  to  hired  trans- 
ports ? 

Lobd  GEOEGE  HAMILTON :  No. 

Db.  TANNEE  (Cork  Co.,  Mid): 
These  items  are  so  dove-tailed  into  each 
other  that  it  is  impossible  to  diacover 
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which  is  the  Alpha]  and  which  is  the 
Omega.  In  this  account  we  have  an 
item  for  coals.  I  presume  that  the 
coals  are  furnished  to  Her  Majesty's 
ships  from  the  Government  stores  at 
Portsmouth,  Devonport,  or  any  other  of 
the  coaling  stations.  If  that  is  so,  it 
appears  to  me  that  this  is  an  item  of  very 
great  uncertainty,  and  it  is  very  difficult 
to  understand  what  the  actual  amount 
is  that  we  are  called  upon  to  pay  for 
stores.  I  see  that  we  have  coals 
supplied  in  various  Departments.  There 
appears  to  be  a  general  split  up  of  the 
Departments,  in  order  to  render  the 
accounts  as  intricate  as  possible  to  any 
outsider,  and  to  render  it  impossible  to 
find  out  what  is  really  being  paid  for. 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  vast  number  of 
accounts  in  which  these  items  appear 
renders  it  bewildering  for  anybody  who 
takes  an  interest  in  economical  reform 
to  make  head  or  tail  of  it,  owing  to  the 
way  in  which  the  same  items  are  spread 
throughout  different  Departments.  I 
hope  that  in  future  a  different  mode  of 
keeping  the  accounts  will  be  observed. 
Of  course,  such  an  opportunity  cannot 
be  afforded  this  year.  In  sub-head  L,  I 
see  there  are  payments  for  the  Indian 
Government  in  consequence  of  old  stores 
being  sold  off.  That  appears  to  me  to 
be  a  very  ridiculous  way  in  which  to 
transact  the  Public  Business.  I  think  it 
is  the  duty  of  any  Administration,  whe- 
ther Tory  or  Liberal,  to  take  this  matter 
in  hand  and  endeavour  to  save  expense 
to  the  country. 

Lord  OHAELES  BERESFOED  (A 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty)  (Marylebone, 
E.) :  The  item  for  coals  on  page  168 
has  been  put  there  for  this  reason  :  you 
want  to  know  the  total  expense  of  the 
transport,  and  therefore  you  must  insert 
this  item  for  coals. 

Dr.  tanner  :  Do  you  not  find  out 
what  the  total  expense  of  an  iron-clad  is 
in  the  same  way  ? 

Lord  CHARLES  BERESFORD : 
No,  that  is  not  altogether  the  same 
thing.  We  want  to  know  what  each  in- 
dividual effort  costs  us,  so  that  we  may 
compare  the  cost  of  our  own  troopships 
with  that  of  hired  transports.  We 
have,  therefore,  put  down  the  actual 
sum  spent  for  coals  during  the  service. 
We  have  also  put  down  the  cost  for 
coals  for  the  hired  transports  which  were 
hired  from  the  Mercantile  Marine.  By 
that  means  we  are   able  to  find    out 
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exactly  what  the  transport  of  troops  to 
different  parts  of  the  world  costs. 

Dr.  tanner  :  It  is  always  a  plea- 
sure to  hear  the  noble  and  gallant  Lord 
make  an  explanation,  and  I  cannot  for- 
get the  fact  that  he  is  an  Irishman.  We 
feel  very  proud  of  him,  and  we  listen 
attentively  to  any  explanation  which 
comes  from  him,  because  we  know  that 
the  noble  and  gallant  Lord  always 
means  what  he  says.  He  has  always 
preserved  a  high  character  for  absolute 
consistency.  I  point  out  this  to  the 
noble  and  gallant  Lord,  because  if  you 
want  to  know  how  much  goes  to  these 
vessels,  you  will  have  a  system  of  check. 
You  have  the  same  system  on  board 
your  iron-clads  which  burn  coal,  and  I 
point  out  that  there  would  be  more 
economy  and  greater  efficiency  if  there 
was  more  consolidation,  and  if  the 
various  items  which  come  into  the  same 
papers  were  massed  together,  it  would 
be  greatly  lor  the  public  benefit  and  also 
for  the  convenience  of  unfortunate 
amateurs  who  have  to  find  their  way 
through  the  columns  of  the  Blue  Booka 
presented  to  the  House. 

Vote  agreed  to, 

SUPPLY- ARMY  ESTIMATES. 

(9.)  £258,100,  War  Office. 

The  secretary  of  STATE  for 
WAR  (Mr.  E.  Stanhope)  (Lincolnshire, 
Horncastle) :  Mr.  Gourtney,  I  have 
asked  leave  to  interpose  this  Yote,  No. 
16,  as  the  first,  in  order  that  I  may  fulfil 
the  promise  which  I  have  made  to  the 
House  that  I  would  take  this  oppor- 
tunity of  explaining  what  are  our  inten- 
tions with  regard  to  the  change  in  the 
organization  of  the  War  Office,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  inquiries  which  have 
been  recently  made.  I  do  not  think 
that  it  is  necessary  for  me  to  dwell  at 
any  length  upon  the  necessity  for  re- 
form. In  spite  of  many  misrepresenta- 
tions and  many  statements  which  cannot 
really  be  supported,  nevertheless  it  most 
be  admitted  that  the  result  of  recent 
investigation  proves  the  necessity  of  a 
large  measure  of  reform.  The  material 
we  have  before  us  in  this  matter  con- 
sists, first  of  all,  of  the  Report  of  the 
Royal  Commission  on  Wanike  Stores, 
presided  over  by  Sir  James  Eiztjames 
Stephen.  That  Commission  was  speoi* 
ally  constituted  for  the  purpose  of  in- 
quiring into  certain  charges  of  eoirnp- 
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tion  brought  against  certain  officials  of 
the  Ordnance  Department,  and  I  am 
happy  to  say  it  resulted  in  showing  that, 
as  regards  the  officials  of  that  Depart- 
menty  there  remains  no  ground  for 
raising  a  shadow  of  suspicion  against 
them.  Then  comes  the  Committee  pre- 
sided over  by  Lord  Morley,  which  was 
specially  charged  with  examining  into 
^e  organization  and  administration  of 
the  manufacturing  departments  and  was 
specially  constituted  for  that  purpose. 
It  included,  as  the  Committee  will 
recollect,  several  members  possessed  of  a 
very  intimate  knowledge  of  the  mode  of 
conducting  large  business  establish- 
ments ;  and  they  have  presented  a  most 
valuable  Report,  in  which  they  suggest 
that  the  main  object  to  be  attained  in 
the  reform  of  the  present  system  is  first 
of  all  the  promotion  of  more  intimate 
union  between  the  various  competing 
departments,  greater  permanence  in  the 
appointments  of  the  heads  of  the 
factories,  the  introduction  of  a  larger 
civilian  element,  and  the  separation  of 
inspection  from  manufacture.  It  will 
be  seen,  when  I  come  to  explain  our 
proposals,  that  we  attach  groat  weight 
to  these  recommendations.  Next,  there 
is  the  evidence  taken  by  the  Committee 
of  the  House  of  Commons  upon  the 
Army  and  Navy  Estimates.  This  mainly 
deals  with  the  financial  position  of  the 
manufacturing  and  other  departments 
of  the  Army ;  but  the  Committee,  feel- 
ing that  the  extremely  technical  cha- 
racter of  the  questions  to  be  investi- 
gated necessitated  the  employment  of 
professional  assistance,  accordingly  ob- 
tained the  power  of  having  an  indepen- 
dent examination  of  the  accounts  of  the 
Department.  I  hope  that  valuable  sug- 
gestions may  result  from  this  step,  and 
the  alterations  we  propose  in  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  Department  will  en- 
able full  advantage  to  be  taken  of  the 
suggestions  made.  And,  lastly,  there  is 
the  inquiry  now  going  on  into  the 
clerical  establishments  of  the  War 
Office  by  Sir  Matthew  Eidley's  Com- 
mission. Their  Beport  is  expected 
very  shortly,  and  will  be  before 
us  when  we  work  out  the  details 
of  our  proposed  changes.  Having 
thus  explained  the  material  before  us, 
I  come  back  to  the  recommendations 
that  have  been  made.  Now,  the  Com- 
mittee presided  over  by  Lord  Morley 
felt  itself  precluded  by  the  terms  of  its 


instructions  from  going  into  any  question 
outside  the  Ordnance  Department.  Any- 
one, however,  who  has  looked  carefully 
into  the  matter  knows  that  it  is  impos- 
sible to  consider  the  position  of  that 
Department  by  itself,  and  it  becomes 
necessary  to  take  into  review  to  some 
extent  all  the  Departments  at  present 
under  the  Surveyor  General  of  Ordnance. 
And  here  I  venture  to  ask  for  special 
indulgence  in  having  to  grapple,  after 
a  very  short  experience,  with  schemes  of 
re- organization  of  the  gravest  character, 
which  naturally  provoke  great  difi'erence 
of  opinion.  But  the  House  will,  I  am 
sure,  learn  with  satisfaction  that  the 
principles  of  our  new  scheme  have  been 
accepted  not  only  by  the  Heads  of  the 
Civil  Department  at  the  War  Office, 
but  also  by  my  military  advisers,  who 
are  unanimous  in  desiring  to  see  them 
carried  out.  The  scheme,  therefore, 
comes  before  the  House  with  a  great 
weight  of  authority.  The  Departments 
now  placed  under  the  Surveyor  General 
of  the  Ordnance  labour  at  present  under 
grave  disadvantages.  The  holder  of 
the  Office  changes  with  every  Ministry, 
while  almost  all  his  principal  assistants 
are  subject  to  the  five  years  rule  and 
vacate  their  appointments  at  the  end  of 
that  period.  And  while  he  himself  is 
charged  by  the  Royal  Warrant  with 
absolute  financial  responsibility  for  all 
these  Departments,  he  has  no  permanent 
financial  adviser  with  whose  assistance 
he  could  alone  exercise  adequate  super- 
vision. In  addition  to  this  the  changes 
which  have  taken  place  in  recent  years 
in  armaments  and  fortifications  have 
been  so  great  that  at  the  present 
moment  I  may  fairly  say  that  the 
work  has  altogether  outgrown  the 
system  established  a  few  years  ago.  We 
are  not  satisfied  with  this  state  of  things. 
We  wish  for  a  reconstruction  of  this 
Department,  and  I  desire  to  point  out 
shortly  the  principles  on  which  we  think 
the  reconstruction  of  the  Department 
may  fairly  be  attempted.  First,  we 
propose  to  hand  over  to  the  Military 
Departments,  subject  to  the  control  of 
the  Commander-in-Chief,  the  adminis- 
tration of  all  the  executive  duties  of  the 
Army  at  headquarters.  We  hope  to 
fix  upon  each  military  head  of  a  Depart- 
ment full  responsibility  for  that  branch 
of  the  Service  which  he  controls. 
Secondly,  we  desire  to  separate  alto- 
gether    inspection    of  •  manufactured 


1711 


Supply — 


{COMMONS} 


Army  ^timaUB, 


i7ia 


articles  from  the  actual  manufacture. 
And,  thirdly,  we  desire  to  extend  the 
control  of  the  Financial  Department  to 
all  the  branches  of  the  War  Office.  The 
effect  of  this,  of  course,  will  be  to  take 
away  all  the  present  duties  of  the 
Surveyor  General  of  the  Ordnance,  and 
accordingly  it  is  our  intention  to  pro- 
pose that  his  Office  should  be  abolished 
as  soon  as  these  arrangements  can  take 
effect ;  and,  in  saying  that,  I  hope  I 
may  be  allowed  in  passing  to  express 
for  myself  the  great  regret  with  which 
I  shall  lose  the  invaluable  assistance 
which  I  have  always  received  from  my 
hon.  Friend  the  present  holder  of  that 
Office  (Mr.  H.  S.  Northcote).  He  has 
rendered  great  service  at  all  times,  but 
he  has  in  particular  given  close  attention 
to  the  details  of  the  proposals  which  I 
propose  to  make,  and  he  has  in  the 
most  loyal  manner  placed  himself  en- 
tirely at  the  disposal  of  the  Govern- 
ment. But  the  position  of  the  Surveyor 
General  of  Ordnance  appears  to  us  to 
be  at  present  a  false  one,  whether  the 
Office  is  held  by  a  military  man  or  by  a 
civilian,  and  tends  to  distribute  a  re- 
sponsibility which  it  is  one  of  the 
objects  of  our  scheme  to  particularize. 
The  effect  of  our  proposals  will  be  best 
understood  by  a  short  reference  to  all 
the  Departments  which  are  affected. 
The  Director  of  Artillery  and  Stores 
has  at  present,  subject  to  the  Surveyor 
General  of  Ordnance,  complete  responsi- 
bility for  supplying  all  stores,  accoutre- 
ments, and  munitions  of  war  both  to  the 
Army  and  to  the  Navy>  for  their  inspec- 
tion and  custody  at  home  and  abroad, 
and  he  is  also  charged  with  the  control 
of  all  the  manufacturing  departments. 
This  bare  statement  of  his  duties  proves 
what  is  also  abundantly  clear  from  all 
the  evidence  recently  taken  on  the  sub- 
ject— that  the  work  for  which  he  is  at 
present  responsible,  and  which  has 
grown  enormously  in  recent  years, 
is  absolutely  beyond  the  power  of 
any  one  man,  however  able  and 
industrious,  to  cope  with.  The  Office 
of  Director  of  Artillery  is,  more- 
over, under  the  present  system,  fre- 
quently divorced  from  the  observation 
of  my  military  advisers,  and  it  might 
actually  happen  that  even  large  changes 
might  take  place  in  the  armaments  of 
the  country  almost  without  their  know- 
ledge. We  are  not  satisfied  with  this 
state  of  things,  and  accordingly  we  are 
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prepared  to  sub-divide  the  duties  of 
this  Office,  which  we  think  can  best  be 
done  by  placing  upon  professional  meai 
the  responsibility  for  ordering  and 
passing  into  the  Service  all  weapons 
and  munitions  of  war,  and  by  separating 
this  duty  altogether  from  that  of  mann- 
faeture.  The  control  of  the  Manufaotiu- 
iDg  Departments  will  therefore  be  taken 
away  from  the  Director  of  Artillery  and 
will  be  placed  under  a  single  respon- 
sible head.  This  is  a  plan  which  has 
long  been  suggested,  audit  has  now  been 
very  strongly  recommended  as  likely 
to  tend  to  the  efficient,  harmonious, 
and  economical  administration  of  these 
Departments.  We  believe  that  it  will 
tend  to  promote  aU  these  objects.  Eveiy 
day  that  I  look  into  the  matter  I  am 
more  satisfied  that  economies  can  be 
gained  by  bringing  together  the  De- 
partments under  the  control  of  one  head, 
and  not  only  that,  but  we  are  also  alive 
to  the  advantage  of  making  a  single  in- 
dividual responsible  to  the  House  of 
Commons  and  the  country  for  the  man- 
agement of  all  the  Manufacturing  De- 
partments. We  intend  that  these  Manu- 
facturing Departments  shall  be  conducted 
so  far  as  possible  on  strictly  commercial 
principles,  supplying  the  demands  of  the 
Army  and  Navy  of  India  and  the  Colo- 
nies according  to  a  programme  to  be 
settled  at  the  beginning  of  each  year ; 
and  I  may  note  that  this  change  will 
also  take  away  altogether  that  tempta- 
tion which  has  always  existed  to  propose 
an  undue  extension  of  operations  on  the 
part  of  the  Manufacturing  Department 
We  are  not,  however,  able  to  accept  the 
recommendation  of  the  Committee  pre- 
sided over  by  Lord  Morley,  that  there 
should  be  a  military  head  of  this  Depart- 
ment associated  with  a  civil  engineer  of 
eminence.  We  think  that  that  plan 
would  bo  costly,  and  not  only  so,  but 
that  it  would  tend  to  the  division  of 
responsibility,  and  accordingly,  follow- 
ing  the  view  of  the  dissentient  Membeis 
of  the  Committee,  we  propose  that  tiie 
Department  shall  be  placed  under  a 
single  head.  Nor  are  we  prepared  to  say 
that  we  agree  altogether  with  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  Committee  that  the 
Heads  of  Departments  shall  be  civilians. 
There  would  no  doubt  be  a  very  great 
advantage  in  the  introdnction  of  a  larger 
civilian  element ;  but  as  at  present  ad- 
vised, I  am  of  opinion  that  we  shonld 
get  the  best  man  we  can  for  fhis  poet^ 
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whether  he  be  a  military  man  or  not. 
The  Director  of  Artillery  will  himself  be 
transferred  to  the  military  side,  and 
accordingly  he  will  be  placed  under  the 
oontrol  of  the  Commander-in-Chief,  He 
will  retain  all  the  duties  connected  with 
the  approval  of  desings,  and  he  will 
hold  and  be  responsible  for  the  inspec- 
tion of  all  armaments  and  munitions  of 
war,  and  in  the  case  of  those  required 
for  nayal  purposes  he  will  be  assisted  by 
a  representative  of  the  Admiralty.  It 
will  be  seen  that  if  by  these  improve- 
ments we  can  accomplish  this  object  all 
the  warlike  stores  and  munitions  of  war, 
after  they  have  passed  from  the  manu- 
facturing establishment,  will  be  inde- 
pendently inspected  before  they  are 
passed  into  either  Service.  By  these 
means  we  shall  accomplish  I  hope 
another  object  in  view,  which  has  been 
much  pressed  upon  me.  At  present,  in 
many  cases,  manufacturers  complain  of 
the  system  of  inspection  to  which  their 
productions  aie  subjected  by  a  Depart- 
ment which  is  itself  producing  articles 
in  competition  with  them.  They  ask 
that,  so  far  as  possible,  the  inspection 
shall  be  independent,  and  I  hope  that 
that  very  legitimate  demand  will  be 
satisfied  by  the  changes  we  are  making. 
The  Director  of  Artillery  will,  also  in 
addition  to  inspection,  retain  the  control 
of  all  warlike  stores  and  munitions  of 
war ;  but  it  is  intended,  so  far  at 
any  rate  as  this  country  is  concerned, 
to  separate  the  stores  for  the  Army 
and  the  Navy,  the  Admiralty  pay- 
ing the  Army  for  the  service  rendered 
as  storeholders.  The  details  of  the 
general  changes  with  regard  to 
stores  are  not  yet  decided  upon;  but 
I  may  say  that  it  is  our  intention,  as 
far  as  possible,  to  make  every  military 
Head  of  Departments  responsible  for  the 
stores  of  the  particular  Department 
over  which  he  has  control.  We  hope, 
also,  in  connection  with  this,  to  be 
able  to  accomplish  another  reform 
which  has  been  very  much  talked 
about.  For  the  future  the  whole 
charge  of  the  Navy  armaments  will  be 
borne  by  the  Naval  Estimates ;  and,  on 
the  other  hand,  the  whole  charge  for 
the  transport  of  troops  by  the  Navy  will 
in  future  be  borne  by  the  Army  Esti- ; 
mates.  In  this  way  the  Estimates  of 
each  Department  will  show  the  true  cost 
of  the  respective  Services  which  has  not 
been,  ana  cannot  be,  possible  under  the 


existing  system.  The  details  of  this 
arrangement,  as  I  am  sure  the  Com- 
mittee will  understand,  are  somewhat 
complicated,  and  not  having  yet  been 
finally  settled,  are  still  under  considera- 
tion. And  now.  Sir,  I  come  to  another 
Department,  that  of  the  Director  of  Sup- 
plies and  Transport. 

Mk.  WOODALL  (Hanley) :  Is  he  to 
be  responsible  for  inspecHon  ? 

Mr.  E.  STANHOPE:  The  Di- 
rector of  Artillery  is  to  be  respon- 
sible for  the  insepction  of  manufac- 
tured articles ;  but  I  think  it  would  be 
better  to  be  allowed  to  complete  my 
statement  before  replying  to  questions. 
I  need  not  trouble  the  Committee  by 
going  into  the  history  of  our  Supply  De- 
partment ;  it  is,  I  think,  sufficient  to  say 
that  the  purely  civilian  control  in  this 
Department  has  been  in  recent  years  in 
a  gradual  process  of  modification.  The 
establishment  of  the  Oontrol  Depart- 
ment in  1868,  which  included  some  mili- 
tary officers  in  its  upper  grades,  failed 
to  receive  the  confidence  and  support  of 
the  Army,  and  in  1876  it  was  abolished. 
Since  that  time  the  civilian  Heads  of  this 
Department  have  been  gradually  dis- 
placed by  military  men,  and  even  the 
civilians  who  remain  have  been  given 
military  status  in  the  shape  of  honorary 
rank.  At  the  present  time,  out  of  a 
total  establishment  of  321  officers  and 
warrant  officers  in  this  Department,  only 
95  are  civilians,  and  even  these  will 
very  likely  be  largely  reduced  within 
the  next  few  years.  The  time  has  there- 
fore come  when  it  is  possible  to  transfer 
the  charge  of  this  very  important  Ser- 
vice altogether  into  military  hands  ;  and 
this  is,  in  fact,  the  course  recommended 
by  a  strong  Committee  which  sat  to  con- 
sider this  subject  in  a  former  year.  At 
one  time  there  existed  a  state  of  constant 
friction  between  the  Army  and  the  Civil 
Department  of  Supply  which  was  at- 
tached to  it.  The  officer  of  the  Com- 
missariat not  being  a  soldier,  and  not 
being  altogether  in  the  confidence  of  the 
General  Officer  commanding,  was  fre- 
quently not  consulted,  and  the  result  was 
sometimes  a  breakdown  of  the  Com- 
missariat such  as  has  been  spoken  of  in 
recent  times.  Now,  the  whole  of  the 
Supply  and  Transport  Services  will  be 
placed  under  the  Quartermaster  General, 
who  will  in  time  of  peace  be  able  to 
train  an  efficient  staff  of  officers  tho- 
roughly able  to  exercise  these  important 
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funotioDS  in  time  of  war.    The  office  of 
Director  of  Supplies  and  Transport  will 
be  abolished,    and   the   whole  of  the 
financial  duties  of  seeing  that  the  neces- 
sary funds  are  provided,  advantageously 
administered,    and  properly  accounted 
for,  will  be  transferred  to  the  Financial 
Department  of  the  War  Office  ;    and 
here,  Sir,  I  should  like  to  say  that  this 
change  is  not  proposed  because  of  any 
complaint  of  the  manner  in  which  the 
duties  of  the  office  are  at  present  dis- 
charged by  the  Director  of  Supplies  and 
Transport  —  it  is  proposed  in   conse- 
quence of  a  very  strong  recommenda- 
tion of  the  Committee,  which,  I  thiuk, 
is  generally  endorsed  by  officers  of  the 
Army.     I  can  only  express  my  opinion 
which  I  believe  will  be  supported  by  my 
Predecessor  in  Office  as  to  the  admirable 
way  in  which  these  duties  have  been 
discharged  in  recent  years  by  Sir  Arthur 
Ilaliburton,   the    Director  of  Supplies 
and  Transport.     The  only  remaining 
office  under  the  Surveyor  General  which 
need  be  specially  mentioned  is  that  of 
the  Inspector  General  of  Fortifications. 
This  officer    is    technically  responsible 
to    the     Surveyor     General     of     the 
Ordnance  in  financial  matters,  but  there 
is  at  present  no   adequate  permanent 
financial  control,   and,  accordingly,  on 
the  principle  we  have  laid  down,  the 
Inspector  General  of  Fortifications  will 
be  transferred  to  the  military  side  under 
the  control  of  the  Commander-in-Chief, 
while  the  whole  control  of  the  financial 
arrangements  of  the  Department  will  be 
placed  under  the  Financial  Department 
of  the  War  Office.     I  am  afraid  that  I 
have  very  imperfectly  explained  to  the 
Committee  the  nature  of  the  changes 
proposed,  and  I  should  be  glad  to  be 
allowed  to  make  a  short  recapitulation. 
On  the  military  side  of  the  War  Office 
there  will  be — first,  the  Adjutant  General, 
the  Deputy  of  the  Commander-in-Chief, 
who  will  be  responsible  for  the  discipline 
and  efficiency  of  the  Army  ;  and  he  will 
control  all  the  Departments  of  the  Na- 
tional Forces,  including  the  Fay  Depart- 
ment, which  will  be  transferred  to  him 
and  the  Intelligence  Department.    The 
Quartermaster  General  will  be  charged 
with  the  whole  of  the  supply  and  trans- 
port duties  of  the  Army,  and  he  will 
control  and  issue  those  stores  which  are 
necessary  and  peculiar  to  the  Depart- 
ment over  which  he  reigns.    The  func- 
tions of  the  Director  of  Artillery  and  of 
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the  Inspector  General  of  Fortifications 
I  think  I  have   adequately   described, 
except  that  the  latter  will  also  have 
control  over  the  engineering  and  sub- 
marine mining  stores   peculiar  to  the 
Department.     The   Military  Secretazy 
will,  as  at  present,  control  the  promo- 
tions and  appointments  in    the  Army. 
These  five    grades  will    constitute  tbe 
military  side  of  the  War  Office,  and  will 
be    made    in    every  possible   way  re- 
sponsible for  the  efficiency  of  the  De« 
partments    under    their  control.     Tbe 
general  efiPect  of  this  plan  will  be  that 
the  primary  responsibility  will  be  placed 
on  the  heads  of  the  Army  for  the  whole 
of  the  land  defences  of  the  country.    On 
the  civil  side  of  the  War  Office,  the 
Financial  Secretary  and  his   principal 
financial   assistant  will   have  financial 
charge  of  all   the  Departments  of  tbe 
War  Office,  and  they  will  also  have  tbe 
examination  and  audit  of  the  accounts. 
They  will  have  gpreater  responsibihty 
and  greater  powers,  but  I  hope  that  by 
stopping  lower  down  some  of  the  details 
which  now  overweight  them,  they  will 
have  more  time  to  give  to  larger  ques- 
tions of  expenditure.    Then  there  is  tbe 
Director  of  Contracts,  whose  functions 
will  be  practically  unchanged,  except 
that  we  hope    in    this  Department  to 
make  as  much  more  open  as  we  can  tbe 
tenders  for  the  Army.    Then  there  are 
the  Manufacturing  Departments,  which 
will  be  under  a  single  head ;  and,  lastly, 
the  Clothing  Department.    The  work  of 
the  latter  Department  is  of  a  somewhat 
special    character,   and  although  tliere 
can  be  no  doubt  that  in  order  to  mako 
our    soheme   complete    we    ought    to 
make    some   change   in  the  Olotlung 
Department ;    yet   as   I    am    desirous 
not    to    overweight   our   proposals,   I 
incline  to  the  opinion  that  this  Depart- 
ment should,  at  any  rate,  for  the  pre- 
sent, be  left  as  it  is.    And,  lastly.  Sir, 
in  order  to  secure  joint  action,  and  also 
to  ensure  adequate  discussion  of  all  im- 
portant subjects,  we   propose  that  all 
the  heads  of  the  Civil  and  Military  De- 
partments should  occasionally  meet  as  a 
Council.    The  Secretary  of  State  will 
preside,  and  I  need  scarcely  say  that  it 
is  not  intended  by  the  proposea  estab- 
lishment of   a  Council  in  any  way  to 
diminish   the   undivided  responsilnlity 
which  he  has  at  present  for  ail  the  De- 
partments under  him.    I  am  sore  that 
the    Committee  will    understand  that 
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there  are  a  great  many  details  connected 
with  this  scheme  which  are  not  yet 
settled,  and  I  hope  that  I  may  ask  the 
Oommittee  not  to  press  for  a  further 
statement  of  them  on  this  occasion. 
But  the  scheme  whieh  I  have  endea- 
voured to  explain  involves  no  increase 
of  expenditure  whatever;  on  the  con- 
trary we  helieve  that  when  it  is  effec- 
tually carried  out  it  will  effect  a  reduc- 
tion of  charge  for  Estahlishments,  and 
I  am  sure  it  will  enahle  a  tighter  hold 
to  be  kept  on  the  military  expenditure 
of  the  country,  while  it  places,  as  I  be- 
lieve it  will,  the  whole  administration 
of  the  War  Office  upon  an  intelligible 
and  efficient  basis.  I  have  now  to  thank 
the  Committee  for  allowing  me  to  make 
this  statement,  and  will  conclude  by  ex- 
pressing a  hope  that  it  will  not  be 
thought  necessary  to  discuss  at  any 
length  the  Vote  for  the  War  Office, 
with  regard  to  the  Civil  Department  of 
which,  as  I  have  said,  we  are  expecting 
shortly  the  Beport  of  the  Committee. 
There  will,  no  doubt,  be  very  important 
suggestions  in  the  Report,  and  we  shall 
have  an  opportunity,  between  this  and 
next  Session,  of  considering  how  far  the 
recommendations  of  the  Committee  can 
be  carried  out. 

Colonel  DUNCAN  (Finsbury,  Hol- 
bom)  :  I  am  sure  the  Committee  has 
listened  with  pleasure  to  the  exceed- 
ingly clear  statement  made  by  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  War,  who,  I  trust,  will  not  on  this 
occasion  be  subjected  to  too  severe  a 
questioning  as  to  details.  But  there  are 
one  or  two  questions  which  as  a  mem- 
ber of  Lord  Morley's  Committee,  I  must 
press  upon  his  notice.  It  appears  that 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  does  not  ap- 
prove the  recommendation  of  that  Com- 
mittee that  a  military  man  should  be  at 
the  head  of  the  Manufacturing  Depart- 
ments. 

Mb.  E.  STANHOPE:  Perhaps  the 
hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  will  allow 
me  to  say  that  it  was  suggested  that 
there  should  be  two  heads  of  the  Depart- 
ment— a  military  man  and  a  civilian. 

Colonel  DUNCAN:  Exactly.  It 
stands  now  that  a  civilian  is  to  be  at 
the  head  of  the  Manufacturing  Depart- 
ment. 

Mb.  E.  STANHOPE:  No,  Sir;  I 
did  not  say  that.  I  objected  to  the 
double  control,  and  said  that  in  this 
caae,  as  in  every  Department,  I  should 


endeavour  to  get  the  best  man  I  possibly 
could,  whether  military  or  civil. 

Colonel  DUNCAN :  I  am  glad  to 
hear  that  my  view  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman's  meaning  was  not  correct. 
But  with  regard  to  the  head  of  the  De- 
partment, 1  invite  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tlemen to  inform  me  whether  he  thinks 
it  would  be  possible  for  a  man  who  did 
not  live  on  the  spot  to  give  the  neces- 
sary close  attention  to  the  work  of  the 
Department.  I  would  also  urge  upon  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  very  strongly  that 
in  making  his  arrangement  he  should 
bear  in  mind  that  soldiers  are  continu- 
ally undergoing  instruction,  and  that  it 
would,  in  my  opinion,  be  far  better  to 
select  a  military  man  who  could  deal 
with  difficult  questions  when  they  arise, 
even  although  a  scientific  man  might 
have  somewhat  more  technical  know- 
ledge. I  think  it  would  also  be  well  to 
increase  the  number  of  military  men  in 
the  War  Office  Department,  by  which 
means  you  would  get  a  class  of  men 
well  acquainted  with  the  requirements 
of  the  Service,  and  at  less  cost.  I 
trust  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will  be 
able  to  afford  us  some  information  on 
these  points  before  the  Vote  is  taken. 

General  Sib  GEOEGE  BALFOUR 
(Kincardine)  :  I  cannot  allow  the  great 
changes  of  a  revolutionary  nature  which 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  War  proposes  to  make  in 
the  administration  of  the  War  Office,  to 
pass  without  urging  upon  the  Committee 
their  grave  nature.  Among  the  various 
changes  in  the  Army  system  during  the 
last  33  years,  those  now  proposed 
are  far  greater  in  extent  and  nature. 
I  would  remind  the  Committee  that 
up  to  and  during  part  of  the  Crimean 
War  the  Army  system  of  the  country 
was  carried  on  in  five  or  six  separate 
and  independent  Offices.  The  Militia 
of  the  Kingdom  was  under  the  direct 
control  of  Parliament.  The  Commis- 
sariat in  its  finance  and  executive 
duties  was  under  the  direct  control  of 
the  Treasury.  The  personnel  of  the 
Artillery  and  Engineers  was  commanded 
by  the  Master  General  of  the  Ordnance ; 
whilst  the  Master  General,  with  the  Ord- 
nance Board,  controlled  and  directed  the 
stores  of  the  Army  and  Navy,  the  build- 
ings and  fortifications  of  the  country. 
The  Infantry  and  Cavalry  of  the  Army 
were,  in  respect  to  their  discipline  and 
duties,  under  the  Oommander-in-Ohief ; 


1719 


Supply — 


{ COMMONS } 


Army  EiUmaUs, 


1720 


and  their  finance  efficiently  and  econo- 
mically carried  on  by  the  Secretary  at 
War ;  and,  finally,  in  time  of  need,  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  per- 
formed the  duties  of  Secretary  of  State 
for  War.  The  Crimean  War  led  to  the 
appointment  of  a  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  separate  from  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Colonies,  to  whom  the  Commis- 
sariat, the  finance,  and  personnel  were 
transferred  by  the  Treasury.  The  Secre- 
tary at  War»  with  the  Cavalry  and  In- 
fantry, fell  under  the  Secretary  of  State, 
as  well  as  the  Artillery  and  Engineers. 
At  a  later  date.  Lord  Panmure  broke  up 
the  Board  of  Ordnance,  carrying  on  the 
detail  duties  in  the  War  Office  under  his 
own  immediate  control ;  at  a  still  later 
date  the  control  of  Parliament  over  Militia 
was  transferred  to  the  War  Secretary. 
The  great  object  of  these  changes  was,  to 
concentrate  under  the  Secretary  of  State 
the  whole  military  system  of  the  country, 
with  the  complete  and  sole  responsi- 
bility for  the  efficient  and  economical 
administration  of  the  details  of  the 
Service ;  whereas  the  proposed  organi- 
zation virtually  provides  for  the  in- 
dividual management  of  Departments, 
and  for  responsibility  being  fixed  on 
separate  heads.  After  an  experience 
of  13  years  from  the  Crimean  War, 
Sir  John  Pakiugton,  in  1868,  found 
the  duties  and  responsibilities  over 
the  entire  Military  Service  so  onerous, 
that  on  the  advice  of  Sir  Bartle  Frere, 
Sir  Henry  Storks,  and  myself,  he  de- 
cided on  forming  an  internal  control 
over  the  separate  branches  of  the  War 
Office,  so  as  to  aid  him  in  his  supreme 
control.  To  this  end  Sir  Henry  Storks 
was  appointed  Chief  Controller,  and  I 
was  his  Assistant.  This  division  lasted 
with  good  financial  effect  until  Mr. 
Card  well  decided,  under  an  Act  of 
Parliament,  to  divide  the  duties  under 
three  responsible  Heads — Commander- 
in-Chief,  Surveyor  General  of  the  Ord- 
nance, and  Financial  Secretary  —  and 
this  formation  is  the  one  which  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Secretary  of 
State  proposes  to  re-organize,  and 
to  still  further  individualize  the  duties 
and  responsibilities  of  the  War  Office. 
With  the  experience  we  have  now 
had  of  War  Office  administration,  it 
cannot  but  be  regretted  that  the  econo- 
mical and  efficient  administration  by  the 
Board  of  Ordnance  and  Secretary  for 
War  had  not  been  maintained.  No  doubt, 
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many  difficulties,  large  expenditure, 
and  inefficient  management  would  have 
been  avoided  if  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  had  assumed  the  general  con- 
trol of  Departments,  instead  of  taking 
the  duties  in  detail  under  his  sole  and 
personal  care.  At  all  events,  as  far  as  I 
can  judge,  from  merely  listening  to  the 
speech  explaining  the  details,  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  War  will  now  perform 
the  duties  of  general  control  instead  of 
personal  management  of  details.  It 
appears  to  me  that  the  transfer  of  the 
duties  connected  with  the  armaments 
and  warlike  stores  to  the  Adjutant 
General  of  the  Army  is  not  one  worthy 
of  being  commended.  The  armaments 
as  well  as  the  equipments  of  the  Army 
have  always,  in  this  coantrj  as  well  as 
in  India,  been  subject  to  the  general 
control  of  the  Oommander-in- Chief  and 
of  General  Officers  in  command,  the 
Ordnance  Department  and  the  Artilleiy 
Officers  being  mainly  responsible  for 
the  fixed  armaments  mounted  and  the 
reserves  in  chaise  of  the  Ordnance 
Department,  as  also  the  warlike  stores 
not  required  to  be  in  immediate  use. 
The  present  arrangement  for  the  Ad- 
jutant General  to  have  these  armaments 
and  stores  under  his  control,  is  open  to 
the  grave  objection  of  adding  to  his 
already  sufficient  duties.  It  is  true 
that  a  Director  of  Artillery  is  also 
transferred  to  the  Adjutant  General, 
but  in  subordination  to  him,  becoming 
thereby  a  purely  executive  officer.  The 
marked  and  novel  feature  of  the  scheme 
is,  in  the  transfer  of  the  Commissariat 
Department  to  the  Quartermaster  Gene- 
ral, on  whom  will  rest  the  sole  respon- 
sibility of  the  Commissariat  in  all  the 
many  duties  connected  with  the  trans- 
port and  provisions  of  the  Army.  In 
addition  to  these,  the  Intelligence  De- 
partment, hitherto  under  the  Quarter- 
master General,  and  apparently  properly 
po,  is  handed  over  to  the  Adjutant  Gene- 
ral. There  is  also  added  the  Pay  De- 
partment to  that  officer's  duties.  It  may 
be,  therefore,  truly  said  that  the  two 
highest  officers  of  the  military  portion 
of  the  Army  must  have  had  inst^dent 
military  duties  to  perform,  or  else  that 
the  large  addition  of  the  new  duties 
now  imposed  upon  them  cannot  possibly 
be  well  performed.  This,  however,  we 
may  assume— that  the  many  complaints 
which  we  have  hitherto  had  against  the 
defects  in  the  stores  and  annamenti  of 
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the  nation,  and  in  regard  to  the  short- 
comings of  Supply  and  Transport,  will 
either  be  silenced  by  much  larger 
expenditure  than  has  hitherto  been  in- 
eurred,  or  else  that  the  cries  about 
defects  will  not  be  heard  against  the 
powerful  heads  of  the  military  side  of 
the  War  Office.  I  do  not  wish  to  urge 
more  objections  against  the  proposed 
scheme,  because  I  admit  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Secretary  of  State 
was  under  the  necessity,  from  the  loud 
cries  which  we  have  heard  against  the 
efficiency  and  financial  management  of 
the  War  Office,  to  re-organize  the  whole 
system.  I  may,  however,  be  excused  for 
saying  that  if  I  live  long  enough  I  do 
not  expect  to  see  the  advantageous 
results  which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Secretary  of  State  anticipates,  I 
approve  of  the  Financial  Secretary  in- 
cluding the  Accountant  GeneraPs  De- 
partment exercising  complete  and  effi- 
cient control  over  all  monies  of  every 
kind  entrusted  by  Parliament  to  the 
Secretary  of  State.  Indeed,  I  am  at  a 
loss  to  understand  how  this  control 
has  not  been  exercised.  It  formed 
a  prominent  feature  in  the  control 
arrangements  made  by  Sir  John  Pak- 
ington ;  whereas,  under  Mr.  CardwelPs 
scheme,  this  important  principle  of 
financial  control  must  have  been  given 
up.  The  change  in  the  Manufacturing 
IJepartments  I  have  long  advocated. 
These  departments  will  be  found  ex- 
ceedingly useful  to  the  Army  and  Navy 
in  manufacturing  stores,  and  in  keeping 
in  check  the  prices  charged  by  con- 
tractors. The  finance  of  these  De- 
partments should  be  entirely  distinct 
from  the  War  Office  Estimates,  and 
made  solely  dependent  for  funds  on 
the  great  branches  of  the  Service,  such 
as  the  Navy,  Army,  India,  Colonies,  and 
other  Departments.  The  orders  for 
manufacture  given  in  time  before  the 
beginning  of  each  year  should  be 
accompanied  with  an  undertaking  to 
pay  by  instalments  the  cost  of  the 
work  as  carried  on.  I,  however,  doubt 
the  policy  of  placing  all  these  Manufac- 
turing Departments  under  the  imme- 
diate management  of  one  head.  I  do  not 
believe  it  possible  to  find  any  one  indi- 
vidual with  the  qualifications  necessary 
for  the  direction  of  all  manufactures  so 
varied  in  quality,  kind,  and  nature.  All 
that  I  would  wish  done  is  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  Head  with  the  powers  of  gene- 
ral supervision  of  financial  control,  but 


with  fit  Heads  for  each  Department, 
qualified  for  the  executive  duties  in 
detail.  Of  this  I  am  confident — that 
the  Government  will  never  secure  the 
services  of  Heads  for  these  Departments 
on  such  economical  salaries  as  at  pre- 
sent. I  am  well  pleased  to  hear  that 
the  Director  of  Contracts  will  carry  on 
his  duties  as  hitherto ;  but  I  am  altogether 
at  a  loss  as  to  how  his  relations  to  the 
various  Departments  which  require  his 
aid  will  be  maintained  as  hitherto, 
seeing  that  they  are  in  a  great  degree 
not  under  the  immediate  control  of  the 
Secretary  of  State.  The  financial  con- 
trol of  the  War  Office  is  still  retained 
by  the  Secretary  of  State ;  but,  seeing 
that  the  Departments  over  whom  that 
control  will  be  exercised  are  separate 
from  his  immediate  supervision,  I  am 
very  confident  that  the  new  system  will 
not  work  harmoniously,  and  certainly 
far  from  economically.  One  great  and 
important  improvement  consists  in  the 
entire  separation  of  the  Naval  stores 
from  those  of  the  Army.  Whilst  in  the 
War  Office  I  urged  this  separation,  and 
for  the  1 5  years  I  have  been  in  Parlia- 
ment, year  by  year  I  have  advised  the 
separation,  and  that  the  charges  for  the 
naval  stores  should  be  estimated  for  in 
the  Navy  Estimates.  The  cost  of  sea 
transport  for  Army  men  and  stores, 
instead  of  being  paid  for  out  of  Naval 
Estimates,  in  future  will  be  borne — as  I 
understand  from  the  noble  Lord  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  (Lord 
George  Hamilton) — on  the  Army  Esti- 
mates. The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Secretary  of  State  mentions,  in  addition, 
that  the  cost  to  the  Army  of  store- 
keeping  for  the  Navy  will  be  repaid  by 
the  Admiralty.  I  earnestly  hope  that 
the  Navy  will  be  allowed  to  provide  for 
their  own  storekeeping ;  they  have  far 
better  means  than  the  Army.  Their 
warrant  officers  and  petty  officers  are 
peculiarly  well  trained  for  the  charge  of 
stores ;  the  knowledge  which  can  thereby 
be  acquired  by  officers  of  the  Navy  and  of 
the  Marines  will  be  singularly  valuable 
in  a  professional  point  of  view.  I  wish 
I  could  close  my  remarks  by  saying  that 
the  new  system  of  organizing  will  be 
more  efficient  or  economical  than  the 
present  one  ;  but  time  alone  can  prove 
whether  my  fears  are  well  founded. 

General  GOLDSWOETHY  (Ham- 
mersmith) :  I  rise  to  express  my  satis- 
faction at  the  statement  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
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War.  We  have  for  a  long  time  suffered 
from  failures  due  to  divided  responsi- 
bility, and  we  have  never  been  in  a  posi- 
tion to  bring  home  to  any  individual  the 
blame  for  what  has  occurred;  in  the 
future,  however,  owing  to  the  changes 
which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has 
to-night  laid  before  us  we  shall  be 
enabled  to  trace  the  defects  which  may 
exist  to  those  who  are  responsible  for 
them.  With  reference  to  the  statement 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  that  the 
Adjutant  General  will  be  Head  under 
the  Oommander-in-Chief,  I  consider  the 
arrangement  might  be  carried  a  little 
further,  so  that  the  officer  of  the  Adju- 
tant General's  Department  may  prac- 
tically be  the  Head  of  all  the  staff 
in  the  various  districts  throughout 
the  country.  I  think  it  is  right,  gene- 
rally speaking,  that  the  Commander-in- 
Chief,  assisted  by  his  Military  Secretary, 
should  have  the  making  of  all  appoint- 
ments and  promotions ;  but  when  I  see 
an  hoo.  and  gallant  Officer  like  the 
Member  for  Birkenhead  (Sir  Edward 
Hamley)  left  out  in  the  cold  for  a  num- 
ber of  years,  I  cannot  but  think  that 
there  is  something  wrong  in  the  system, 
and  I  hope  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  will  be  able 
to  give  his  attention  to  the  matter.  No 
doubt,  confidential  reports  of  officers  are 
sent  to  the  Military  Secretary,  who  lays 
them  before  the  Commander-in-Chief; 
but  the  Adjutant  General  is  responsible 
for  the  discipline  of  the  Army,  and  I 
certainly  do  not  see  the  necessity  for 
keeping  a  Military  Secretary  of  the  high 
position  we  have  now  attached  to  the 
Commander-in-Chief,  while  the  Adjutant 
General,  who  knows  all  about  the  disci- 
pline of  the  regiments,  can  bring  spe- 
cially to  the  notice  of  His  Eoyal  High- 
ness the  case  of  any  officer  considered 
to  be  inefficient.  As  the  matter  stands 
now,  you  have  a  double  report  sent  in ; 
and  although  it  is  a  matter  of  detai],  I 
think  the  practice  is  objectionable. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  it  will  be  a  matter 
of  much  trouble  to  make  these  proposed 
Departments  work  satisfactorily  ;  but  if 
the  plan  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  is 
carried  out,  and  if  close  attention  is 
given  to  the  subject,  I  am  of  opinion  the 
Army  will  be  much  better  looked  after 
in  the  future  than  it  has  been  in  the 
past.  There  has  been  no  failure  of  the 
Commissariat  in  India,  whereas  in  Eng- 
land it  has  failed  on  many  occasions. 
The  position  of  general  officers  at  present 
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does  not  admit  of  their  becoming  pn^ 
tised  in  matters  of  eoonomj ;  they  have, 
in  fact,  nothing  to  do  with  it.  whereas, 
I  think  it  admits  of  no  question  that  in 
the  same  way  as  the  Oommander-in- 
Chief  looks  after  the  Army,  the  general 
officer  in  a  similar  way  should  look  alter 
his  district  and  be  responsible  for  every- 
thing that  occurs  in  it.  Of  course,  there 
might  be  some  failures  at  first,  for  even 
Secretaries  of  State  |are  ^not  expected 
to  succeed  in  their  work  the  moment 
they  are  appointed  to  Office ;  and  so  it 
will  be  with  some  general  officers.  Bat 
by  all  means  let  them  have  an  oppor- 
tunity to  try  and  get  their  hands  in,  so 
that  when  you  send  them  on  field  service 
they  may  be  efficient  in  all  particulars, 
and  be  able  to  keep  that  grasp  on  every 
branch  of  the  Service  which,  in  a  general 
officer,  is  so  essential,  but  for  which  an 
officer  now  has  to  wait  until  he  goes  on 
active  service  to  commence. 

Mb.  WOODALL  (Hanley) :  I  think 
that  no  one  can  have  listened  to  the 
address  in  which  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  (Mr. 
E.  Stanhope)  has  expounded  his  scheme 
without  being  impressed  with  the  plain- 
ness of  his  statement ;  at  the  same  time, 
most  of  us  must  feel  that  the  question  is 
so  wide  in  its  bearing^  and  so  necessarily 
intricate,  that  it  is  impossible  at  once  to 
recognize  the  effect  of  some  of  the 
changes  suggested.  I  cannot  but  regret 
that  we  have  not  been  aided  on  this 
occasion  by  the  excellent  new  method  of 
supplying  a  printed  Memorandum  be- 
fore being  called  on  to  discuss  these  pro- 
posals. But  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  has,  at 
any  rate,  had  the  advantage  of  a  multi- 
tude of  counsellors.  He  has  been  aided, 
as  he  has  told  us,  by  a  number  of  Oom- 
mittees  of  Inquiry,  and  perhaps  he  has 
felt  what  has  been  felt  by  most  of  us, 
that  there  was  some  inconvenience  in 
the  several  bodies  entrusted  with  these 
inquiries  overlapping  each  other  in  re- 
spect of  their  investigations.  In  regard 
to  Lord  Morley's  Committee,  on  which  I 
had  the  honour  and  advantage  of 
serving  with  my  hon.  and gallaatFnend 
opposite,  we  were  entrusted,  as  ihe  riffht 
hon.  Gentleman  has  stated,  with  m- 
quiries  sufficiently  wide  and  important 
in  themselves,  but  which  did  not,  as  we 
interpreted  them,  extend  to  the  general 
administration  of  the  Ordnance  Depart- 
ment itself.  As  I  had  some  responsi- 
bility in  CQunectiou  with  the  right  hon. 
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Gknileman  the  then  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  in  appointiDg  that  Committee,  it 
may  not  oe  uninteresting  to  say  that 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Camp- 
bell Bannerman)  thought  that  our 
beat  way  of  dealing  with  the  ques- 
tion would  have  been  to  address  our- 
selves, in  the  first  instance,  to  an  investi- 
gation of  the  Manufacturiog  Depart- 
ment, and  then  have  a  reconstituted 
Crommittee  in  order  to  address  itself  to 
tiie  larger  question  of  how  far  the  Ord- 
nance Department  was  satisfactory  for 
supplying  the  ordinary  wants  of  the 
Army.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Leader  of  the  House  (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith) 
will  not  have  forgotten  the  agitation  in 
the  country  1 2  months  ago,  and  the  cir- 
cumstances which  rendered  it  imperative 
that  there  should  be  an  inquiry  into  the 
very  g^ave  charges  that  were  made  not 
only  with  regard  to  the  efficiency,  but 
the  integrity  of  those  who  were  actually 
employed  in  the  Departmeut.  We  can- 
not allow  this  opportunity  to  pass  with- 
out joining  in  the  general  congratulations 
that  the  charges  have  been  so  completely 
disproved.  Let  it  be  remembered  how 
loudly,  how  confidently,  these  public 
servants  were  charged  with  corruption, 
corrupt  favouritism,  conspiracy,  and  in- 
competence— the  Ordnance  Department 
was  said  to  be  '*  a  seething  mass  of  cor- 
ruption." These  were  the  reasons  which, 
in  the  minds  of  some,  alone  could  explain 
bow  it  was  that  guns  of  Colonel  Hope 
and  others  had  not  been  adopted  into 
the  Service;  these  reasons  alone  could 
justify  the  fact  that  certain  Gentlemen 
were  not  placed  on  a  specially  constituted 
Committee  to  inquire  into  certain  alle- 
gations ;  and  it  will  be  remembered  that 
not  only  the  public  mind  was  possessed 
of  these  notions,  but  that  they  received 
the  endorsement  of  The  Times  newspaper 
and  several  rt  sponsible  Members  of  this 
House.  But  here  we  have  found  that  a 
Royal  Commission,  after  what  has  been 
admitted  to  be  one  of  the  most  search- 
ing and  thorough  investigations  by 
which  these  charges  could  be  examined, 
has  declared  that  they  have  no  founda- 
tion ;  and  Mr.  Justice  Stephen  sums  up 
by  saying  that — 

**  The  result  of  oar  whole  inquiry  into  the 
charges  of  corruption  brought  bttfore  us  is  that 
we  think  they  have  utterly  failed,  and  there  was 
no  evidence  brought  before  us  to  justify  even 
the  suspicion  that  there  has  been  any  corruption 
at  aU  among  the  superior  officers  of  the  Ord- 
nance Deptftment." 


We  cannot  allow  this  occasion  to  pass 
without  calling  attention  to  the  fact  that 
this  was  the  view  strongly  expressed  by 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Treasury  and  those  who  had  had 
experience  of  the  War  Department ;  but 
it  is  only  fair  to  say  that  after  dismissing 
the  question  of  the  integrity  of  the 
officers  of  the  Department,  the  Royal 
Commission  held  that  there  was  evidence 
of  a  considerable  amount  of  inefficiency. 
I  have  followed  as  closely  as  I  can  the 
statement  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  (Mr.  E. 
Stanhope)  with  regard  to  the  changes 
which  he  proposes  to  make,  and  I  ob- 
serve that  he  does  not  refer  to  the  parti- 
cular reflections  made  by  the  Royal 
Commission  upon  the  Office  which  he 
holds  with  so  much  advantage  to  the 
State,  and  with  so  much  ability,  espe- 
cially bearing  in  mind  that  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  War  is  therein  said  to 
be  charged  with  duties  which  it  is 
morally  and  physically  impossible  that 
any  one  man  can  discharge  in  a  satis- 
factory manner.  The  Report  of  the 
Commission  says — 

*^  No  one  can  possess  the  strength  or  knowledge 
which  would  be  indispensable  for  the  purpose  ; 
but  even  if  such  a  physical  and  intellectual 
prodigy  were  found  he  would  have  to  do  hi  s 
duty  under  disadvantages  which  would  reduce 
him  practically  to  impotoncy.'* 

Now,  the  important  question  which  I 
think  underlies  the  whole  of  this  in- 
quiry is  as  to  the  particular  relationship 
which  exists  between  the  Parliamentary 
and  the  technical  and  professional  sides 
of  the  War  Department,  and  I  think 
that  the  Royal  Commission,  with  all  re- 
spect, does  not  seem  to  have  completely 
realized  that  matter.  Here  and  there 
are,  for  instance,  statements  which  are 
obviously  inaccurate — the  statement  for 
instance  that  there  is  no  continuity  in 
the  administration  of  the  Department, 
and  no  security  that  particular  principles 
of  manufacture  will  be  adhered  to  or 
that  particular  systems  for  making  guns 
and  rifles  will  be  developed ;  that  each 
Secretary  of  State  takes  his  own  view, 
and  each  is  advised  by  persons  with 
whom  he  happens  to  work.  I  hope  I 
shall  convey  a  strong  contradiction  of 
that  statement  when  I  say  that  whatever 
may  have  been  the  faults  of  the  Depart- 
ment, there  has  been  a  steady  continuity 
of  policy  under  the  guidance  of  able 
professional  men  who,  happily,  have  not 
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db7  changes  of  Government.  |been  made  upon  the  folly  of  entniitiiig 
I  desire  to  make  one  reference  at  this  such  important  dutim  to  ciyiliaiu  vho 
particular  point  to  my  right  hon.  Friend  |  have  no  military  or  profesBional  train* 


(Mr.  Ohildera)  who,  at  one  time,  filled 
with  BO  much  dietiDction  the  position  of 
Secretary  of  State  for  War,  who  is  asso- 
ciated in  tke  Beport  with  a  responsibility 
not  oulyadminiBtrativebutteoQnioal  with 
regard  to  the  inquiry  into  the  proposed 
new  rifle.  There  is  the  statement,  for 
instance,  that  the  inquiry  as  to  the  new 
rifle  was  embarrassed  somewhat  by  the 
exclusion  from  it  of  the  consideration  of 
the  breach,  and  that  that  was  done,  to 
the   regret   of  the   Committee,   by  th> 


g,  it  does  not  appear  that  there  b 
been  much  greater  satisfaction  giren 
when  the  Office  has  been  dischuged 
by  very  distinguished  military  men — 
such  aa  Sir  Henry  Storks  and 
Sir  John  Adye.  We  bare  listened  to- 
night to  a  most  important  and,  as  I 
think  my  hon.  Friend  near  me  correotl; 
describes  it,  reTolutionary  proposal,  and 
I  trust  that  the  hopes  of  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  in  making  these  changes  will 
be  fully  realized.     My  first    feeling  i 


action  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  '  one  of  verj  great  relief  that  the  right 
ir. ...  _.  i__.  f  _...!.  t;i.i-_i. — L  ixi-  i^ijjj  Gentleman  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  has  not  adopted  the  recommea- 
dations  of  Mr.  Justice  Stephen  in  the 
main  to  reconstruct  the  Ordnance  De- 
partment under  a  Master  of  Ordnance, 
who  should  be  a  Member  either  of  this 
House  or  of  the  other  House,  who 
\  should  be  an  important  political  figuie, 
but  independent  of  Ministerial  ohangea 
and  Party  vicissitudes.  No  one  can  look 
at  the  manner  in  which  that  recommen- 
datioQ  is  stated  in  the  Beport  with- 
out feeling  that  the  recommendation 
carries  with  it  its  own  oontradlotion.  Tba 
Commission  has,  indeed,  frankly  stated 
that  it  might  easily  happen,  or  it  might 
generally  happen,  that  if  the  Maatar  of 
the  Ordnance  held  Oflice  for  seven  years 
he  would  take  an  importani  part  in  the 
Government  of  the  country  after  the  re- 
tirement of  the  political  Party  by  whom 
he  was  appointed.  That  is  sufficient,  I 
think,  to  show  how  utterly  impracticable 
is  this  suggestion.  But  there  is  a  sug- 
gestion in  the  Hepoit  of  the  JKoyal  Oom- 
mission  which  I  think  I  find  embodied 
in  the  scheme  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Secretary  of  State  for  War,  and 
that  is  the  constitution  of  a  Oountdl  to 
the  Master  General  of  Ordnance.  Now, 
the  general  motive  of  the  Royal  Oom- 
mission,  and  especially  in  regud  to  thia 
suggestion,  is  one  which  I  am  perfeotiy 
certain  has  seriously  occupied  the  atten- 
tion of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman.  The 
Boyal  Commission  desired  to  find  soma 
sufficiently  authoritative  body  or  ofioe 
which  would  be  independent  of  the  ne- 
cessity of  adapting  itself  to  the  politics 
of  the  hour,  and  which  would  put  on 
authoritative  record  the  necessities,  the 
requirements,  and  defioieiioies  of  the 
Service.    I  observe  the  right  hon.  Gen- 


Hember   for    South    Ediuburgh    (Mr. 
Childere).     The  words  are — 

"  They  learnt  that  the  decision  to  retain  this 
action  waa  made  by  tir.  Childere  personally. 
They  rDmonBtrated  with  him  upon  ths  matter  ; 
ho,  howovar,  refused  to  alter  his  decisioo,  ami 
retained  the  rifle  that  they  were  conatructing." 
It  is  very  estraordinary  that  such  a 
statement  aa  that  should  be  made.  I 
know  it  was  made  before ;  it  was  made 
and  contradicted  in  this  House,  and  it  is 
contradicted  in  the  evidence  submitted 
to  the  Commission.  Tho  Director  of 
Artillery,  for  instauce,  gives  evidence  in 
precise  and  dofiuite  terms  that  the  deci- 
sion was  arrived  at  by  His  Boyal  High- 
ness the  Commander. in- Chief,  by  and 
with  the  consent  of  his  military  advisers. 
I  mention  that  only  as  going  to  show 
that  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  has 
been  all  along  served  by  perfectly  com- 
petent advieers,  and  that  his  decisions 
have  been  usually  made  in  complete 
harmony  with  those  by  whom  the  mili- 
tary chiefs  are  guided.  With  regard  to 
tho  position  of  the  Surveyor  General  of 
Ordnance,  we  may  all  at  any  rate  agree 
that  it  has  been  an  anomalous  Oifice, 
and  that  it  has  been  considerably  pre- 
judiced by  a  rather  extravagant  and 
absurd  title.  It  has  also  been  exposed 
to  the  very  great  inconvenience  of  being 
the  only  important  Office  of  State  of 
which  there  was  no  permanent  equiva- 
lent. The  Surveyor  General  has  been 
responsible  for  the  Department  to  the 
House  of  Commons  as  its  Parliamentary 
exponent,  but  I  should  suppose  that  for 
every  other  similar  post  in  the  State 
there  has  always  been  some  head  who 
is  the  permanent  executive,  and  there- 
fore a  very  important  guide  and  aid  to 
the  Department.  And  I  observe  that 
although  considerable  reflections  have 
Mr.  WoodaU 
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tleman  stated  with  great  force  and  autho- 
rity that  in  any  proposals  which  he  sub- 
mitted to  the  House  there  is  not  the 
slightest  intention  of  weakening  the  full 
responsibility  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
to  I^arliament ;  but  I  gather  that  in  the 
various  heads  of  the  different  Depart- 
ments he  thinks  he  will  have  a  council 
which  will  bo  able  to  advise  hiui  with 
judgment  and  with  authority  upon  all  the 
matters  which  come  within  the  responsible 
admioistrationof  the  War  Department.  I 
want  to  press  him  for  an  answer  upon 
the  point,  if  he  docs  not  think  it  inex- 
pedient to  give  one,  as  to  how  far  he 
accepts  the  evidence  of  a  desire  on  the 
part  of  the  Royal  Commission  that  there 
should  be  some  authoritative  body  whose 
reports  ehould  be  published,  and  which 
should,  to  a  certain  extent,  be  inde- 
pendent of  the  Secretary  of  State,  or  of 
the  Government  of  the  day,  with  regard 
to  the  responsibility  and  accuracy  of  the 
statements  they  might  make.  I  know 
that  strong  evidence  was  given  in  favour 
of  this  by  Lord  Wolesley.  Now,  Sir, 
we  come  to  that  portion  of  the  inquiry 
which  was  entrusted  to  Lord  Morley.  I 
was  glad  to  hear  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man speak  of  the  value  of  the  inquiry 
which  was  conducted  by  the  Committee 
which  had  the  good  fortune  to  be  pre- 
sided over  by  Lord  Morley.  I  do  not 
think  any  reasonable  complaint  can  be 
made  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has 
not  adopted  in  its  entirety  the  Eeport  of 
Lord  Morley 's  Committee ;  because, 
although  that  Committee  did  address 
itself  to  the  task  entrusted  to  it  with  a 
yery  single-minded  desire  to  arrive  at  a 
proper  conclusion,  and  was  in  fact  sub- 
stantially in  accord  upon  all  the  main 
points,  the  Committee  felt  quite  conscious 
that  there  were  many  points  on  which 
there  was  still  room  for  considerable 
difference  of  opinion.  We  did  feel,  and 
I  am  glad  to  see  that  feeling  recognized 
by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  that  with 
regard  to  the  Factories  there  was  a 
great  want  of  continuity  and  harmo- 
nioosness  of  management.  It  was  ob- 
yions  to  us  that  the  general  control  of 
all  these  immense  establishments  by  the 
Director  of  Artillery  was  impossible. 
General  Alderson — than  whom  the  State 
could  hardly  have  a  more  efficient  ser- 
vant— himself  admitted  that  the  many 
claims  upon  his  time  rendered  it  impos- 
sible for  him  to  g^ve  that  direct  and 
continual  control  which   was  certainly 
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required.  For  that  reason  we  have  re- 
commended that  the  five  great  manufac- 
tories should  be,  as  far  as  practicable, 
treated  as  different  branches  of  one 
arsenal,  and  that,  with  that  view,  there 
should  be  placed  over  these  establish- 
ments one  General  Superintendent, 
who  we  recommended  should  be  called 
the  Superintendent  of  tho  Ordnance 
Factories.  I  find  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  does  not  quite  go 
with  the  Committee  in  the  recom- 
mendation that  the  Superintendent  of 
the  Ordnance  Factories  should  be  aided 
by  a  Chief  Mechanical  Engineer,  and  I 
am  frank  enough  to  say  that  was  a 
recommendation  arrived  at  after  much 
deliberation,  some  difficulty,  and  even 
some  hesitation ;  and  no  one  will  find 
fault  with  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  if 
he  thinks  he  can  find  one  man  sufficiently 
capable  to  take  up  the  whole  of  the 
duties.  At  any  rate,  such  a  plan  as 
that  suggested  would  secure  that  which 
is  felt  to  be  greatly  needed — namely, 
unity  of  administration.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  did  not  say  where  the 
responsibility  of  design  was  to  rest. 

Mr.  E.  stanhope  :  I  said  that  the 
approval  of  the  design  would  rest  with 
the  Director  of  ArtiUery. 

Mr.  WOODALL  :  I  gather  that 
while  you  relieve  the  Director  of  Artil- 
lery of  all  responsibility  for  manufac- 
ture, upon  him  would  devolve  the 
responsibility  of  design. 

Mr.  E.  STANHOPE:  I  used  the 
words  **  approval  of  design." 

Mr.  WOODALL :  He  is  not  to  be 
called  upon  to  design,  but  will  be  the 
judge  of  the  merits  of  designs,  whether 
the  designs  are  made  in  Government 
factories  or  by  independent  contractors. 
Well,  the  conspicuous  and  all  impor- 
tant change  which  is  involved  in  the 
new  scheme  is  the  transfer  on  a  very 
large  scale  to  the  military  side  of  the 
War  Department.  That  transfer  will 
probably  involve  some  diminution  of 
friction,  but  no  one  can  express  an 
opinion  upon  it  until  we  see  the  actual 
details  of  the  proposal  itself.  It  is  very 
satisfactory  to  learn  that  the  proposals 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  have  been 
approved  by  his  advisers  on  the  civilian 
as  well  as  on  the  military  side.  I  have 
spoken  so  far  merely  with  reference  to 
the  Manufacturing  Departments,  and  I 
gather  that  the  Chief  Superintendent  of 
the  Ordnance  Factories  will  have  control 
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of  all  the  manufacturing  factories,  the 
powder  and  small  arms  factories.  Then 
comes  the  disappearance  of  another 
very  important  Department,  and  that  is 
the  Department  of  Supply  and  Trans- 
port. The  right  hon.  Gentleman  justly 
paid  a  sort  of  parting  tribute  to  the  very 
able  man  who  has  been  entrusted  with 
that  Department.  Sir  Arthur  Haliburton 
is  not  only  a  man  of  the  greatest  ability 
and  courtesy,  but  lie  may  challenge 
the  severest  criticism  of  his  administra- 
tion of  the  Supply  and  Transport  De- 
partment under  the  trying  circum- 
stances of  the  recent  wars,  and  be  able 
to  come  out  of  the  ordeal  with  flying 
colours.  The  Department  was  admirably 
managed  during  the  Egyptian  Cam- 
paign. I  believe  it  was  established  as 
true  that  of  the  supplies  sent  to  Egypt 
during  the  several  campaigns,  less  than 
5  per  cent  were  unaccounted  for,  and 
that  the  actual  losses  from  any  pre- 
ventible  cause  fell  something  below  1^ 
per  cent.  I  speak  in  the  presence 
of  hon.  Members  who  have  personal 
knowledge  of  the  facts.  Although 
supplies  were  transported  from  the  base 
to  the  front,  sometimes  as  often  as  40 
times  by  road,  boat,  train,  and  camels' 
backs,  the  result  comes  out  that  Lord 
Wolseley  testifies  that  there  never  was 
an  Army  in  the  field  more  efficiently 
served.  It  is  only  just  to  say  so  much 
for  a  very  able  and  devoted  public  ser- 
vant, especially  after  what  has  been 
commonly  supposed  to  have  been  the 
disclosures  of  the  Committee  which  sat 
upstairs  in  connection  with  supplies. 
Then  the  Department  of  the  Inspector 
General  of  Fortifications  goes  over  to 
the  military  side,  and  with  it,  I  suppose, 
everything  in  the  nature  of  provisions 
for  buildings,  roads,  and  all  other 
matters  which  have  hitherto  been  dis- 
charged by  that  Department.  I  do  not 
quite  understand  what  will  happen  to 
the  Clothing  Factory  and  to  the  Depart- 
ment of  the  Director  of  Contracts.  I 
know  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  men- 
tioned them,  and  I  understood  him  to 
say  that  they  were  to  remain  as  at 
present.  [Mr.  E.  Stanhope  :  They  will 
be  placed  under  the  Financial  Secretary.] 
Then  practically  we  shall  come  to  the 
disappearance  as  a  military  administra- 
tive figure  of  the  Surveyor  General  of 
Ordnance,  and  such  of  his  duties 
as  are  now  transferred  to  the  mili- 
tary side  will  devolve  upon  the  Finan- 
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cial  Secretary  to  the  War  Office. 
That  is  the  oonduBioa  whioh  wu 
anticipated,  and  which,  in  efifect,  would 
have  Deen  recommended  by  my  right 
hon.  Friend  the  late  Secretary  of  State, 
and  one  which  I  hope  will  be  found  to 
work  on  the  whole  very  satisfactorilj. 
It  will  obviously  increase  very  consider- 
ably the  importance  of  the  Department 
of  the  Financial  Secretary  to  the  War 
Office.  But  I  believe  it  is  allowed  that 
that  Office  has  not  hitherto  been  over- 
worked, and  I  have  no  doubt  at  aU  that 
provision  will  be  made  by  some  means 
to  increase  the  dignity  as  well  as  the 
importance  of  the  Office.  On  the  whole, 
I  think  that  we  may  tako  it  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Secretary  of 
State  has  addressed  himself,  as  we  know 
he  would,  to  this  important  task  with 
great  earnestness,  and  a  desire  to  arrive 
at  a  thorough  and  efficient  reform.  Let 
us  hope  that  the  reform  will  be  lasting, 
that  it  will  command  the  co-operation 
of  all  persons  concerned,  and  that  it  will 
realize  the  expectations  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  formed  with  regard  to 
it.  At  the  same  time,  it  is  perfectly 
impossible  to  speak  with  confidence  with 
respect  to  it,  and  I  suppose  it  will  be 
necessary  for  him  to  come  to  Parliament 
for  legislative  sanction.  The  condition 
of  things  established  in  1870  was 
brought  about  under  the  authority  of 
an  Act  of  Parliament.  One  of  the  points 
I  should  like  to  put  to  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  is  how  far  the  change  con- 
templated will  necessitate  the  repeal  or 
the  amendment  of  that  Act  ?  I  am  sore 
we  have  all  listened  with  the  greatest 
pleasure  and  attention  to  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  and  I  congratulate  lum 
upon  the  general  tenour  of  his  aoheme. 
Mb.  E.  STANHOPE :  I  think  I  may 
fairly  follow  the  hon.  Gentleman,  and  I 
thank  him  very  much  for  the  tone  cf 
the  speech  he  has  delivered.  Although, 
of  course,  the  hon.  Gentleman  resenres 
his  judgment  upon  some  of  the  sugges- 
tions I  have  made,  I  am  bound  to  say 
that,  on  the  whole,  he  is  favourabhr  dis- 
posed to  my  proposals.  I  should  like 
to  say,  in  the  first  place,  that  so  far  as  I 
know  no  legislation  will  be  necessary. 
The  legislation  under  which  the  Sur- 
veyor General  of  Ordnance  was  ap- 
pointed gave  power  to  the  Secretaiy  of 
State  to  appoint  the  SuryOTor  Qoisnl 
or  not,  and  enabled  him  to  lay  down  by 
Boyal  Warrant  the  duties  of  the  Snr- 
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Tejrop  Gheneral.  With  regard  to  tho 
tnuisfer  of  the  Supply  and  Transport 
Department  from  the  civil  to  the  mili- 
tary side,  about  which  tho  hon.  Gentle- 
man spoke,  I  should  like  to  say  that  it 
IB  a  change  strongly  recommended  by  a 
powerful  Committee,  which  examined 
carefully  into  the  matter,  and  that  it  is 
also  recommended  by  Sir  Arthur  Hali- 
burtoQ  himself.  I  think  that  at  once 
oommends  tho  change  to  tho  House. 
The  hou.  Gentleman  also  asks  mo  with 
regard  to  the  Council  which  it  is  proposed 
to  set  up.  I  am  afraid  that  the  Council 
I  proposed  is  not  the  sort  of  Council 
which  he  sketched  out,  and  which  was 
Ttoommended  by  the  Eoyal  Commission. 
I  hare  no  intention  of  proposing  any 
Buoh  Council ;  I  do  not  believe  that  it 
would  be  possible  for  the  administration 
of  the  War  Office  to  be  carried  on  in 
this  House  if  there  were  a  Council  em- 
powered to  make  its  Eeports  public 
independent  of  the  Secretary  of  State. 
It  is  difficult  in  these  days  to  carry  on 
the  administration  of  the  War  Office ; 
but  I  think  that  to  have  the  Head  of 
the  Ordnance  Department  independent, 
or  to  have  a  Council  to  Eeport  to  Parlia- 
ment independently,  would  make  the 
task  of  the  Secretary  of  State  almost 
impossible.  The  hon.  Gentleman  seems 
to  be  labouring  under  a  misapprehen- 
sion in  respect  to  another  point.  He 
seems  to  think  that  it  is  intended  that 
the  responsibility  of  the  Secretary  of 
State  should  be  diminished,  and  the 
responsibility  of  the  Commander-in- 
Ohief  increased.  Now,  the  effect  of  the 
proposal  is  this.  At  the  present  time 
responsibility  in  regard  to  warlike  stores 
is  practically  divided  between  the  Direc- 
tor of  Artillery  and  the  Surveyor  Gene- 
ral of  Ordnance.  The  effect  of  my  pro- 
posal will  be  that  the  whole  responsibility 
for  the  warlike  stores  of  the  Army  will 
be  placed  upon  the  Director  of  Artillery, 
who  will  be  subject  to  exactly  the  same 
oontrol,  as  at  present,  of  the  Secretary 
of  State,  and  subject  in  addition  to 
the  financial  control  of  the  Financial 
Secretary,  so  that  the  guarantees  the 
House  will  have  in  regard  to  the  ad- 
ministration of  this  important  Depart- 
ment will  be  more  ample  than  they 
have  been  up  to  the  present  time. 
The  Oommander-in-Chief  will  be  the 
head  of  the  military  side,  but  the 
oontrol  of  the  Secretary  of  State  will 
be  as  absolute  as  it  is  at  the  present 


moment.  With  regard  to  the  control  as 
to  warlike  armaments,  it  is  obvious  it  all 
depends  upon  finance.  Those  things 
cannot  be  ordered  unless  money  is  pro- 
vided for  them,  and,  that  being  so,  there 
is  the  double  control  of  the  Secretary  of 
State,  because  ho  controls  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief on  the  one  hand  and 
the  Financial  Secretary  on  the  other. 
Now,  my  hon.  and  gallant  Friend  the 
Member  for  the  Holborn  Division  of 
Finsbury  (Colonel  Duncan)  spoke  of  the 
desirability  of  the  Establishments  at 
Walham  and  Enfield  being  under  the 
control  of  the  Head  of  the  Manufacturing 
Department.  They  will  be  under  such 
control,  and  no  inconvenience  will  be 
found  to  arise  therefrom.  Then  my  hon. 
and  gallant  Friend  also  asked  me  with 
regard  to  the  introduction  of  a  larger 
military  element  into  the  clerical  esta- 
blishment of  tho  War  Office;  That  is  a 
question  which  has  often  been  raised  in 
this  House,  and  which  has  been  raised 
upstairs  in  Committee.  I  should  be  very 
glad  to  see  a  larger  military  element  at 
the  War  Office  if  it  could  be  introduced  ; 
but  I  am  not  able  to  make  any  proposal 
to  the  House  on  the  subject  now,  be- 
cause I  am  waiting  the  Report  of  the 
Royal  Commission  presided  over  by  Sir 
Matthew  Whito  Ridley,  and  which  is 
examining  into  the  Civil  Departments 
of  the  War  Office.  I  must  see  exactly 
what  the  Commission  proposes  before  I 
can  make  any  suggestion.  I  think  I 
have  now  referred  to  all  the  points 
which  have  been  raised  in  the  course  of 
the  discussion. 

Colonel  DUNCAN :  Will  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  say  who  will  be  the  Head 
of  the  Inspecting  Department  ? 

Mr.  E.  STANHOPE :  He  will  be 
the  Director  of  Artillery.  He  will  be 
responsible  for  the  inspection  of  all 
articles  which  come  to  the  Army,  whe- 
ther manufactured  by  Government  or 
by  private  contract. 

Captain  COLOMB  (Tower  Hamlets, 
Bow,  &c.) :  I  think  the  Committee  is 
indebted  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  (Mr.  E. 
Stanhope)  for  the  very  clear  statement 
he  has  made.  I  think  that  so  far  as 
principle  is  concerned  the  proposals  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  are  necessary. 
I  should  like  to  ask  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman at  what  date  is  it  proposed  that 
the  change  should  commence;  and  I 
should  also  like  to  ask  him  whether  the 
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the  Crown,  the  control  over  such  a  groat 
OfEco  by  the  War  Office  will  bo,  and 
iSBJi  bo,  80  complete  as  it  is  sometimes 
asserted  to  be.  That  is  the  only  doubt 
I  feel  I  ought  to  express  with  regard  to 
the  statement  which  has  just  been 
made. 

Vote  agreed  to, 

(10.)  £76,000,  Yeomanry  Cavalry. 

^  MajorRA8CH(E8sox,S.E.):  I  should 
like,  for  one  moment  only,  as  an  old 
Oavalry  soldier,  to  say  a  word  about  this 
Vote.  No  one  doubts  that  we  want  an 
irregular  body  of  Cavalrv  to  support  our 
regular  body  of  Oavalry — :liat  we  want  a 
good  and  efficient  body  of  irregular  Oa- 
valry; but  that  is  what  I  would  suggest 
we  have  not  got.  The  Government  are 
asking  for  £76,000  for  Yeomanry,  and  for 
that  sum  we  support  10,000  men — that  is 
to  say,  give  them  three  dismounted  drill 
and  eight  days  mounted  drill  in  the  course 
of  the  year.  I  submit  that  it  is  utterly 
impossible  to  imagine  that  we  can  get  a 
good  and  efficient  body  of  irregular  Ca- 
valry with  the  amount  of  drill  and  with 
this  amount  of  money  spent  upon  it,  Of 
course,  there  are  regiments  of  Yeomanry 
which  are  more  or  less  efficient,  but 
they  have  a  great  deal  more  money 
spent  upon  them  than  the  Government 
are  asking  for  now.  For  my  own  part, 
I  should  like  to  see  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
either  reduce  the  Yeomanry  to  a  quarter 
of  its  present  strength  and  ask  for  the 
same  Vote,  or  else  see  the  Vote  now 
asked  for  quadrupled  in  amount,  keep- 
ing the  Yeomanry  at  its  present  strength. 
In  either  case  we  should  get  an  amount 
of  drill  such  as  would  make  the  men  tho- 
roughly efficient ;  or,  at  any  rate,  more 
efficient  than  they  are  at  the  present 
time. 

Vote  agreed  to. 

(11.)  £655,000,  Volunteer  Corps. 

(12.)  £448,000,  Army  Eeserve  Force. 

CoLONKL  NOLA.N  (Galway,  N.) :  I 
should  like  to  ask  the  Hepresentatives 
of  the  War  Department  on  the  Trea- 
sury Bench  a  question  with  regard  to 
this  Vote.  I  should  like  to  know  what 
becomes  of  the  Army  Reserve  man  when 
he  has  put  in  his  12  years'  service.  We 
will  sappose  that  the  men  are  of  the 
average  age  of  18  when  they  join,  and 
that  they^stay  in  the  Army  six  years— 
they  may  only  spend  thne^  but  it  is 


open  to  them  to  spend  another  three  or  six 
— say  they  spend  six  years  in  the  ranks, 
and  at  the  age  of  24  go  into  the  Reserve, 
receiving  a  certain  amount  of  pay,  I 
think  it  is  6d.  a- day.  When  the  man 
arrives  at  the  age  of  30— that  is  to  say, 
after  six  years  in  the  Eeserve,  I  should 
like  to  know  what  becomes  of  him.  I 
should  like  to  know  what  the  Govern- 
ment have  to  say  about  it,  because  I 
have  a  good  idea  on  the  subject  myself. 
My  idea  is  that  you  turn  him  away  al- 
together, and  that  appears  to  me  to  be 
a  very  bad  thin^  for  the  country.  All 
the  training  tliat  you  have  given  to  him 
is  useless.  I  think  he  might  with  con- 
siderable advantage  go  on  even  to  the 
age  of  40,  if  you  keep  him  in  a  sort  of 
garrison  reserve.  I  certainly  do  not 
see  why  men  in  the  Reserve  should  be 
put  out  of  it  at  the  end  of  six  years' 
service.  Probably  the  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Financial  Secretary  (Mr.  Brodrick), 
who  has  been  more  in  attendance  on 
the  Army  and  Navy  Estimates,  than 
perhaps  any  other  Menber,  and  who  ap- 
pears to  have  taken  a  deep  interest  in 
all  these  matters,  will  be  able  to  give 
me  some  answer  to  my  question.  The 
matter  is  one  of  great  interest  to  my- 
self, because  there  are  many  of  these 
Reserve  men  up  and  down  my  own  con- 
stituency. 

Sir  GEORGE  OAMPBELL  (Kir- 
caldy,  &c.):  I  do  not  object  to  having 
a  Reserve  Force,  on  the  contrary,  I 
should  like  to  see  it  retained,  and  I 
should  like  to  see  the  number  larger 
than  it  is  at  present ;  but  I  am  of  opinion, 
that  if  we  are  to  extend  the  Reserve 
Force,  the  present  description  of  Re- 
serves which  we  possess  are  not  of  the 
right  kind.  1  cannot  help  thinking  that 
the  efficiency  of  the  Army  has  been  too 
much  sacrificed  in  favour  of  the  half- 
and-half  system  we  have  adopted.  We 
have  a  sort  of  Regular  Reserve  under 
which  system  men  are  liable  to  be  called 
out  for  foreign  service,  and  we  know 
that,  situated  as  this  country  is,  it  very 
often  happens  that  we  are  under  the 
necessity  of  sending  men  on  foreign 
service.  Well,  Sir,  the  country  has  been 
able  to  absorb  a  certain  number  of  men 
who  are  ready  at  the  call  of  the  coun- 
try when  they  are  wanted,  but  my  own 
belief  is — and  it  is  not  altogether  my 
own  belief  alone,  because  I  am  fortified 
in  my  opinion  by  that  of  Friends  of  much 
greater  azperianoe  than  myself —that  if 
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you  extend  this  sjfitem  at  all,  and  the 
Hesorve  becomes   too  largo,  the  coun- 
try will  not  be  able  to  absorb  them  with- 
out great  difficulty — you  will  not  find  a 
sufficient  number  of    employers  of  la- 
bour who  are  willing  to  take  the  men — 
and  the  result  will  be  to  cause  great  dis- 
content amongst  the  men.     The  coun- 
try can  absorb  a  number  of  men  in  this 
way  no  doubt,  but  if  you  go  beyond 
a  certain  point,   I   do    not  think   the 
country  will  be  able  to  do  so.     I  think 
you  have  already  got  to  the  number  the 
country  is  capable  of  absorbing  under 
present  conditions.  I  think  that  you  ought 
not  only  to  have  as  large  a  Beservo  as 
you  have,  but  one  ten  times  as  large. 
I  am  strongly  of  opinion  that  we  should 
divide  the  Army  into  two  parts,  and  that 
we  should  have  one  Army  for  service 
abroad,  and  one  for  Home  defence,  like 
the  Militia,  which  I  should  like  to  see 
ten  times  as  great  as  it  is  now.    This 
it   appears   to    me  can    only  be   ma- 
naged by  a  material  alteration  of  the 
conditions  under  which  the  Keserves  are 
formed.     I  think  you  should  allow  men 
to  enlist  in  the  Army,  merely  to  qualify 
them  for  military  service  without  being 
liable  to  go  on  foreign  service  or  to 
India.     You  could,  by  a  system  of  that 
kind,  make  your  citizens  capable  of  de- 
fending their  country  in  the  Reserve  in 
connection  with  the  Militia.      In  this 
way  you  would  have  a  great  defensive 
force,  which  I  am  sure,  under  present 
modem   conditions,   would  render  our 
position  much  more  secure  than  it  is. 
This  is  a  country  of  great  wealth,  and 
it  behoves  us  to  make  a  great  effort  for 
its  defence,  but  it  will  never  be  secure 
until  it  has  such  a  system  of  defence  as  I 
propose.    I  think  we  can  only   secure 
the  end  which  I  hold  to  be  so  desirable 
by    passing    your    men    more   quickly 
through  the  Army  than  you   do  now. 
You    ought    rather    to    do    that  than 
send  all  your  soldiers  to  India  making 
your  Army  professional  soldiers.     This 
view  that  I  am  expressing  is  one  that  I 
liave  long  held.     It  is  a  view  which  lia-j 
been    growing,   and  which    Secretaries 
of    State    have    been    inclined    to.     I 
think  the  noble  Marquess  the  Member 
for  Rossendale  (the  Marquess  of  Har- 
tington)   when   Secretary  of    State  for 
War,  inclined  to  it,  for  he  made  an  ex- 
periment in  the  matter.     He  tried  it  in 
the  Guards,  and  I  must  say  that  I  should 
not  have  thought  that  the  best  oxperi-  ' 
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ment  would  be  in  that  qaarter.  Hot- 
ever,  the  experiment  was  made,  and  it 
proved  successful.  I  should  like  to 
know  if  the  experiment  has  been  ex- 
tended, and  whether  the  QoyemmeTit 
do  not  think  that  it  should  be  largely 
tried  in  other  directions.  Do  they  not 
think  it  would  be  advisable  to  extend 
the  Beserve  very  considerably  ?  Should 
we  not  have  a  Beserve  whioh  is  not 
liable  to  foreign  service,  bnt  which 
would  only  be  liable  to  bo  called  out 
when  the  country  is  in  grave  danger? 
You  ought  to  be  able  to  keep  your  Be- 
serve up  to  a  certain  number  by  putting 
the  men  discharged  from  the  Armj 
in  connoctioii  with  the  Militia,  and 
giving  them  a  retaining  fee.  I  would  ask 
whether  the  Qt>vernment  have  underoon- 
sideration  the  extenaion  of  the  three 
years'  service  system  or  a  shorter  ser- 
vice system,  and  wheiher  we  may  not 
hope  in  that  way  to  have  a  greater  Be- 
serve than  we  have  at  present. 

The  FINANCIAL  SECBETABT, 
WAB  DEPARTMENT  (Mr.  Brodmck) 
(Surrey,  Guildford):  I  cannot  follow 
the  hon.  Member  into  his  obsorvations 
on  the  short-servioe  system ;  but  the 
question  as  to  what  becomes  of  the  Be- 
serve men  when  they  are  discharged  is 
one  which  has  occupied  the  attention  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  War.  After  the  expiration 
of  12  years,  Beserve  men  can  retire  into 
civil  life  if  they  desire  to  do  so ;  bat  if 
they  so  wish,  they  can  be  retained  in 
the  Beserve  for  four  years  longer. 

GoLoiTEL  NOLAN  :  Are  they  re- 
tained ? 

Mb.  BBODBIGK  :  Mostly  they  are ; 
but  the  difficulty  which  has  arisen  is  in 
making  sure  that  they  can  obtain  em- 
ployment. An  earnest  attempt  has 
been  made  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Secretary  of  State  to  get  all  classes 
of  employment  for  them  in  the  (Jovem- 
ment  service.  The  condition  of  the  Be- 
serve is  most  satisfactory.  It  is  fonnd 
that  vory  few  cases  of  fraudulent  enUst- 
mont  take  place,  and  I  think  hon. 
Mombers  may  rest  assured  that  the  pve- 
sent  system  is  working  satisfactorily. 

Gbnebal  Sik  GEOBGE  BALFOUB 
(Kincardine) :  The  objections  raised  by 
my  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Kirk- 
oaldy  (Sir  George  Oampbell)  againaftthe 
Army  Beserve  of  52,000  men  are  worthy 
of  consideration,  because  *the  abolition 
of  this  force  would  reanlt  in  important 
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changes  if  his  views  wore  adopted ; 
because  this  change  could  not  bo  carried 
out  without  the  country  being  provided 
"with  another  force  to  serve  as  a  Reserve 
for  the  Army.  This  probably  would 
end  in  a  large  increase  to  the  numbers 
of  .^the  standing  Army,  or  else  a  kind 
of  conBoription  would  follow,  so  as  to 
provide  this  country  with  the  extensive 
reserves  which  the  Continental  Armies 
have.  At  all  events,  considerable  expen- 
diture would  be  incurred  in  providing 
additional  recruits  for  the  Army.  In  fact, 
Mr.  Oardwell,  who  largely  extended  the 
system  of  Army  Reserve,  did  so  in 
imitation  of  the  Continent ;  he  fully 
expected  that  the  passing  of  men 
through  the  Army  and  entering  them  in 
the  Reserve  would  have  produced  a 
xnuoh  stronger  force  than  has  yet  been 
provided.  My  own  leaning  is  to  a  dif- 
ferent mode  of  providing  Reserves  for 
the  country.  I  am  of  opinion  that  the 
Militia,  as  re- constituted  in  1756,  would 
have  formed  the  nucleus  for  a  much  more  | 
ex  tens!  ve  and  less  expensrve  force  than  wo 
at  present  obtain  by  means  of  the  Mili- 
tia and  Army  Reserve,  as  those  forces 
are  now  formed.  As  I  see  the  hon. 
Qentleman  the  Financial  Secretary  pay- 
ing attention  to  my  remarks,  I  suggest 
to  him  to  read  up  the  papers  which 
have  been  written  about  supplying  the 
country  with  Reserve  Forces.  I  refer 
to  the  speech  of  that  able  man,  Mr. 
Windham,  on  the  training  of  men  for 
the  defence  of  the  country.  This  prac- 
tically provided  for  military  training 
being  given  throughout  the  country  to 
the  young  men  willing  to  receive  it.  1 
believe  that  military  instructors  might 
be  told  off  for  each  county  to  train  the 
young  men,  who  might  be  paid  provided 
they  attended  a  sufficient  number  of 
drills  to  ensure  some  degree  of  military 
fitness.  Then  there  are  most  excellent 
papers  in  ColhetVs  Register^  written  by 
that  remarkable  man  between  1 809  and 
1813.  Indeed,  so  good  are  these  sugges- 
tions, that  if  the  several  papers,  referring 
to  the  Army  with  reference  to  recruits, 
were  reprinted  so  as  to  omit  the  parts 
which  give  a  clue  to  the  authorship  the 
suggestions  would  be  received  as  suit- 
able to  the  present  day.  One  part  I 
would  mention  was  a  weekly  payment, 
small  in  amount,  to  be  paid  to  the 
parents  of  men  who  join  the  Army.  I 
cannot  but  think  that  it  would  be  well 
for  the  Qovemment  to   resort  to  this 


means  for  securing  services  of  men.  In 
Ireland  it  could  not  fail  to  have  a  most 
bonoficial  and  useful  effect.  With  re- 
gard to  tho  Vote,  may  I  ask  the  Finan- 
cial Secretary  to  sub- divide  the  charge 
of  £440,500  under  the  different  heads 
now  lumped  together.  I  have  several 
times  been  put  to  groat  inconvenience 
by  not  having  the  amount  of  the  several 
items. 

Colonel  NOLAN :  This  is  a  very  im- 
portant question,  and  I  am  much  obliged 
to  the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Financial 
Secretary  for  tho  observations  he  has 
made.  In  the  few  words  ho  has  spoken 
ho  has  given  us  a  great  deal  of  inferma- 
tion.  I  did  not,  myself,  know  of  this 
four  years*  extension  of  service ;  but  I 
certainly  think  tho  Eeserve  men,  after 
the  expiration  of  thoir  period  of  service, 
ought  to  be  kept  longer  if  they  desired 
it — in  my  opinion,  they  ought  to  be  kept 
in  the  Kosorve  up  to  the  age  of  40 ;  at 
any  rate,  in  tho  Artillery  and  Cavalry, 
as  it  takes  a  much  longer  period  to 
qualify  a  man  in  theso  branches  than  in 
any  other.  If  they  could  not  be  con- 
veniently utilized  in  any  other  way,  the 
largo  additional  strength  you  would  gain 
by  adopting  this  system  would  enable 
you  to  have  a  greater  force  on  garrison 
duty,  provided,  of  course,  that  the  men 
agreed  to  it.  In  the  case  of  strong, 
healthy  men,  there  is  no  reason  why  they 
should  not  be  kept  on  such  duty  up  to 
the  age  of  50.  I  am  rather  surprised  at 
what  has  fallen  from  the  hon.  Member 
for  Kirkcaldy  (Sir  George  Campbell), 
because  he  is  a  person  who  always  looks 
upon  matters  from  a  common- sense  point 
of  view — and,  of  course,  we  all  know 
that  upon  Indian  matters  he  is  almost 
the  first  authority  in  the  House.  When 
he  said  that  this  country  could  not  absorb 
more  than  the  present  Reserve,  I  could 
not  help  thinking  of  the  two  greatest 
military  countries  of  Europe — namely, 
France  and  Germany — ^I  could  not  help 
thinking  that  these  countries  manage  to 
absorb  2,500,000  men. 

Sir  GEORGE  CAMPBELL :  My  point 
was  that  the  country  could  not  absorb 
them  whilst  they  are  liable  to  be  called 
out  for  foreign  service. 

Colonel  NOLAN:  I  am  rather  of 
opinion  that,  in  this  country,  the  Reserve 
men  have  been  called  out  unnecessarily. 
There  have  been  instances  in  history 
where  men  have  been  called  up  unneces- 
sarily from  time  to  time  until  they  have 
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booomo  dissatisfied,  and  when  cities  have 
boon  really  in  danger,  and  a  call  has 
been  made  upon  them,  they  have  refused 
to  obey  it.  I  think  the  Reserves  ought 
never  to  be  called  out  unless  the  country 
is  really  in  imminent  danger ;  and  I  also 
think  that  where  you  liave  a  good  soldier 
you  should  never  force  him  into  early 
retirement.  Let  it  be  a  free  service; 
but,  of  course,  in  the  case  of  all  soldiers 
I  would  not  keep  them  for  a  long  period 
in  the  Eeserve,  unless  they  were  good 
Bhots,  and,  whilst  in  the  case  of  the  In- 
fantry I  would  not  keep  them  unless  they 
were  good  walkers,  in  the  case  of  the 
Cavalry  I  would  not  keep  them  unless 
they  were  good  riders.  I  would  not  be, 
however,  very  strict  with  regard  to  cha- 
racter, and  I  would  not  reject  a  man  on 
that  score,  unless,  of  course,  he  happened 
to  be  an  unusually  bad  man.  By  accept- 
ing men  in  the  way  I  propose  you  would 
have  a  good  and  etfective  Army  ready  to 
serve  you  abroad  and  at  home,  and  at 
the  same  time  you  would  have  a  good 
and  effective  Armv  at  home.  Of  course, 
you  would  never  be  able  to  compete  with 
Continental  Armies,  because  the  condi- 
tions are  not  the  same.  At  anv  rate, 
what  I  suggest  appears  to  me  to  be  a 
solution  of  the  present  difficulty,  and  I 
think  everything  has  been  pointing  to 
this  solution  lately. 

Tote  agrttd  to, 

(IS.)  £542,700,  Commissariat,  Trans- 
port, and  Ordnance  Store  Establish- 
ments. 

Sir  GEOEGE  CAMPBELL  ;Kirk- 
caldy,  &c.)  :  I  have  given  Notice  of  my 
intention  to  move  the  reduction  of  this 
Tote  and  one  or  two  other  Votes ;  but  I 
may  at  once  say  that  I  am  not  going  to 
raise  the  questions  mcK)ted.  as  they  have 
already  been  dealt  with  by  the  Com- 
mittee. I  am  going  to  restrict  myself  to 
a  hard  matter  of  account,  except  wit  a 
regard  to  one  subject  dealt  with  in  a 
Paper  delivered  this  momicg,  which 
raises  another  reason  why  we  should  re- 
move our  Army  from  I^ypr,  and  save 
the  monev  that  it  c-^s:*.     On  this  coca- 

m 

sion  I  will  go  into  this  matter  of  acc-ount. 
1  think  it  will  bo  admitted  that  in  regard 
to  our  Armv  in  E^rvT^t  tkere  has  l^eea  a 
creat  savirir.  tbtrerore  we  cav  exr^-K't 
that    Her    M.\-vs:t*s    GoverLniv^nt   wi'.l 

•  «  

agrt t  t  -^  at: : t  ■ .  e r  rec  j «: : : :  r .     Thr  rei  uC - 
lion  of  oxpvrd::urt».  s-.^  far  as  I  oim  make 
our.  is  a  rciuction  which  is  nrt  t.^  tbf 
« '  *  .    '  \"  " . 


relief  of  the  British  taxpayer,  buttotk 
benefit  of  the  bondholder.  The  Egyptin 
Government  was  bound  to  pay  £4  per  bai 
per  month,  that  makes  £48  per  annomfor 
each  English  soldier.  That  bargain  tk 
quoted  by  the  Auditor  General  in  hb 
last  Eeport,  and  as  it  is  known  to  & 
Committee  I  need  not  waste  time  bj 
quoting  it.  There  was  superadded  to 
that  bargain  an  understanding  that,  it 
no  event,  should  the  expense  exceed 
£200,000.  I  find  that  the  present  Armi 
Estimates,  the  amount  to  be  receiTed 
for  the  Army  in  Egypt,  is  £185,000,  uk 
£15,000  in  the  Navy.  I  do  not  go  bad 
on  the  original  bargain,  provided  thi 
bargain,  such  as  it  was,  is  kept.  It  i 
not  kept  if  this  £200,000  is  not  paid,  anf 
if  the  bondholders  have  their  way  it  vil 
never  be  paid.  I  want  to  know  if  thi 
Government  are  to  get  the  contribatioi 
from  Egypt  that  stands  on  the  Estimate 
or  if  they  are  going  to  allow  the  Egyptiu 
bondholders  to  get  out  of  itastheyhiTi 
before  ?    It  is  a  question  whether  thi 

British  taxpayer  should 

The  secretary  of  STATE  m 
WAR  ^Mr.  E.  Staithops)  Linconshin 
Homcastle) :  I  think  the  hon.  Msmbe 
is  probably  under  a  misappreheniioii 
The  real  fact  is  that  the  expenditure  ii 
the  Estimates  is  the  excess  expende 
over  the  amount  which  these  troop 
would  cost  in  the  ordinary  way  i 
Europe.  It  is  true  we  put  in  the  Esti 
mates  the  amount  we  expected  to  pa; 
but  if  the  troops  do  not  cost  us  that  fn 
amount,  the  hon.  Member  cannot  expo 
that  the  Egyptian  GoTemment  shonl 
pav  us  a  bigger  sum. 

Sib  GEORGE  CAMPBELL: 

agree  that  if   under  jour    bargain  c 

£4S  per  head  the  charge  comes  uadc 

£200.000,  then  the  sum  ahoold  be  zi 

dueei ;  but  we  hare  eome  4,500  troo| 

in  Egypt — and  we  hare  had  during  p« 

of  the  year  a  great  deal  move — if  tli 

right  h?n.  Gentleman  will  reckon  thi 

'  amount,  he  will  find  that  at  £48  a-head  i 

I  o^mes  to  more  than  £iW-':*00.  The  bond 

holders  in   Egypt,  and  thcne  who  n 

present  the  GoTemment  of  Egjrpt.  hav 

J  male  a  great  outcry  on  raiioss  pntext 

'  ar.d  have  managed  to  cut  off  tke  pajmei 

of  the  full  ar:o:ii:t.     I  am  lonnriiiat  di 

rich:    h.^n.  Gentle:!^an   the  C^aacdk 

oi  :br  £xch€^:ier    Mr.  GosAm 

pr>6Sfi:t.  be\:au«e 

Ths  chairman  :  I  IM  a 
.  in  :!::erferiss  with  the  arrvseat  «f  A 
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*  bon.  Oentleman,  but  the   £185,000  in 
-    xespect  of  the  Army  in   Egypt    is  an 

*  Appropriation  ir  Aid,  which  comos  on 
'^  Wdder  Vote  1.  i  do  not  see  how  the 
^  hon.  Member  is  entitled  to  raise  the 
■  question  of  the  reduction  of  the  Appro- 
K    priation  in  Aid  under  this  Vote. 

I         Sir  GEORGE  CAMPBELL :  My  im- 

>     presaion   was  that  I   could   move    the 

i     reduction  of  this  Yote. 

r         The  CHAIRMAN:  On  whatground? 

\  Sir  GEORGE  CAMPBELL :  On  the 
ground  that  the  money  is  not  re- 
etiYed  in  Appropriation — that  the  Ap- 

fropriation  is  not  received  in  Yote  1. 
f,  oir,  you  rule  me  out  of  Order,  1  must 
proceed  upon  another  ground.  I  would 
move  to  reduce  this  amount  on  account 
of  the  relations  between  our  Army  and 
Egypt,  as  shown  in  the  Papers  published 
this  morning.  I  refer  to  the  attack  made 
upon  an  English  officer  and  the  military 
execution  that  followed. 

The  chairman  :  Can  the  question 
be  raised  on  this  Vote  ? 

Sir  GEORGE  CAMPBELL :  I  would 
venture  to  submit,  Sir,  that  if  the 
Army  were: removed  from  Egypt,  as  I 
would  have  it  removed,  this  money 
would  be  saved. 

Mr.  E.  stanhope  :  I  would  appeal 
the  Lon.  Gentleman  not  to  discuss  the 
matter  to  which  he  refers  in  detail. 

Vote  agreed  to. 

(14.)  £830,000,  Clothing  Establish- 
ments, Services,  and  Supplies. 

(15.)  £2,943,500,  Supply,  Manufac- 
ture, and  Repair  of  Warlike  Stores. 

Sir  EDWARD  REED  (Cardiff) :  I 
listened  with  great  attention  to  the  state- 
ment of  the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  War,  and  I  was 
satisfied  with  it.  I  also  could  not  take 
exception — although  I  feel  very  strongly 
on  the  point — to  his  proposal  to  keep 
open  the  question  whether  the  managers 
at  the  head  of  the  Manufacturing  De- 
partments of  the  Army  should  be  mili- 
tary men  or  civilians.  I  noticed  that 
as  soon  as  he  had  completed  his  speech 
an  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  be- 
low the  Gangway  on  his  own  side  of  the 
House  (Colonel  Duncan)  put  in  an  ap- 
peal on  behalf  of  the  appointment  of 
military  officers  at  the  head  of  the  Manu- 
facturing Departments.  Now,  I  really 
trust  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will  not 
yield  too  readily  to  that  proposal.    The 


reason  assigned  for  it  by  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Gentleman  was  one  of  a  very 
familiar  kind,  but  singularly  weak  in  my 
opinion.  He  states  that  there  are  many 
non-commissioned  officers  and  other 
military  men  of  an  inferior  position 
employed  in  the  Royal  Arsenal  and 
other  manufacturing  establishments,  and 
forsooth,  it  would  interfere  with  their 
comfort  and  satisfaction  to  have  a  civi- 
lian placed  over  them !  Now,  Sir,  not- 
withstanding the  authority  of  the  hon. 
and  gallant  Gentleman,  I  must  say  that 
the  reason  he  has  given  for  his  proposal 
is  most  unsatisfactory.  The  idea  of 
placing  at  the  head  of  the  Establishment, 
which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  oppo- 
site very  properly  promised  us  should  be 
conducted  on  commercial  principles,  a 
military  officer,  whose  training  is  cer- 
tainly not  of  a  technical  character,  and 
for  no  better  reason  than  that  the  De- 
partment gives  employment  to  some 
soldiers,  I  think  would  be  reducing  the 
reform  of  a  great  Department  to  the 
lowest  possible  point.  One  of  the  great 
grievances  and  one  of  the  great  grounds 
of  dissatisfaction  on  the  part  of  the  Army, 
for  very  many  years  past,  has  been  the 
absorption  of  mechanical  duties  and 
mechanical  control  by  military  officers. 
Now  I  can  quite  understand  the  desire, 
and  quite  sympathize  with  the  desire,  on 
the  part  of  naval  and  military  men  as 
far  as  possible  to  employ  miHtary  and 
naval  men;  but  when  a  great  scheme 
has  been  proposed  for  the  reform  of  a 
great  Department,  and  one  branch  of  it, 
which  is  to  separate  the  Manufacturing 
Departments  from  purely  military  con- 
trol, and  to  establish  these  Departments 
upon  a  commercial  and  manufacturing 
basis,  surely  it  is  to  threaten  the  break- 
down of  the  whole  reform  to  insist 
upon  placing  at  the  head  military  ma- 
nagers. I  thought  the  statement  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  on  that  question  very  satis- 
factory, because  what  he  said  was  that 
he  would  not  pledge  himself  or  the 
Government  to  the  appointment  of  either 
military  officers  or  civilians  as  Heads  of 
these  Departments,  but  that  they  would 
appoint  the  best  men  whether  military  or 
civilian.  I  do  not  think  it  would  be  fair 
to  ask  more  than  that ;  but  I  would  ex- 
press a  hope  that  in  deciding  such  ap- 
pointments the  right,  hon.  Gentleman 
will  bear  in  mind  that  outside  the  Mili- 
tary Services,  there  is  a  great  distrust  of 
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manufacturing  departments  managed  by 
military  oflicers,  and  there  is  a  general 
feeling  that  such  departments  ought  to 
be  governed  and  controlled  by  men  who 
understand  manufacturing,  and  have 
been  trained  to  it — by  men  who  have 
given  their  lives  to  such  duties. 

Genebal  Sir  GEORQE  BALFOUR 
(Kincardine) :  It  was  my  intention  to 
have  spoken  very  fully  on  this  Vote, 
but  this  is  now  unnecessary  because 
of  the  announcement  made  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  War  of  his  intention  to 
separate  the  stores,  hitherto  kept  under 
the  War  Office,  for  Navy,  as  well 
as  for  Army,  and  to  arrange  for  the 
Navy  paying  to  the  Army  the  cost  of  the 
services  rendered,  as  well  as  for  the 
Army  paying  the  Navy  for  the  transport 
of  troops,  hitherto  borne  by  the  Navy 
Estimates.  There  is  one  change  which 
I  would  urge  in  regard  to  the  intention 
of  the  War  Office  to  continue  to  be 
storeholders  for  the  Navy.  I  earnestly 
advise  that  the  Navy  should  be  allowed 
to  be  their  own  holders  of  stores.  In 
the  naval  officers,  especially  Warrant 
officers  and  petty  officers  and  seamen, 
the  Navy  has  a  personnel  admirably 
adapted  for  the  charge  of  stores — with 
daily  training  in  the  custody  and  care  of 
stores  —  and,  therefore,  for  the  charge 
of  the  magazines,  armaments,  and  stores 
they  would  have  duties  to  perform  which 
they  are  hourly  in  tho  habit  of  exercising. 
I  speak  from  experience  when  I  say  that 
I  wish  the  Army  had  classes  of  men  as 
efficient  and  as  well  qualified  for  the 
charge  of  stores  as  are  the  seamen, 
marines,  and  officers  of  the  Navy.  In 
addition  thereto  the  Admiralty  pos- 
sesses a  Marine  Artillery,  as  fine  a  force 
as  England  has. 

Vote  agreed  to, 

(16.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  pro- 
posed, 

"That  a  sum,  not  excccdiDg  £802,300,  bo 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  defray  the  Charge 
for  superintending  Establishment  of,  and  Ex- 
penditure for,  Engineering  Works,  Buildings, 
and  Repairs,  at  Home  and  Abroad,  whioh  will 
come  in  course  of  payment  during  the  year 
ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March  1888." 

Mr.  SHAW  LEFEVEE  (Bradford, 
Central) :  Mr.  Courtney,  this  Vote  con- 
tains two  items,  one  of  £1,500  for  the 
commencement  of  a  new  factory  for  the 
manufacturing  of  Brennan  torpedoes, 
and  the  other  of  £4,500  for  the  installa- 

8ir  Edward  Reed 


tion  of  those  torpedoes ;  and  it  is  stated 
in  a  footnote  that  the  latter  sum  is 
merely  of  a  provisional  character,  and 
that  no  determination  has  yet  been 
arrived  at  as  to  the  number  to  be  in- 
stalled. Then,  Yote  15  contains  the 
further  sum  of  £16,000,  part  of  the 
enormous  sum  of  £110,000  which  it  has 
been  agreed  to  give  to  the  inventor  of 
the  torpedo.  It  is  quite  clear  that  this 
means  the  commencement  of  what  will 
probably  be  a  very  large  expenditure  on 
this  new  weapon  of  defence ;  and  there- 
fore I  feel  it  my  duty  to  raise  a  protest 
against  it,  and  to  urge  the  Gt>Yemment 
not  to  proceed  further  without  more  in- 
quiry into  the  matter.  I  can.  assure  the 
Committee  I  should  have  been  very  glad 
to  have  postponed  this  discussion  until 
next  Session ;  but  in  the  meantime  all 
these  works  will  be  commenoed,  and 
next  year  I  should  be  told  that  the 
House  had  already  agreed  to  the  matter 
and  I  was  too  late. 

The  secretary  op  STATE  fob 
WAR  (Mr.  E.  Stanhope)  (Lincolnshire, 
Horncastle) :  It  has  already. 

Mr.  SHAW  LEFEVRE :  The  Com- 
mittee will  recollect  that  the  subject  of 
this  torpedo  was  somewbat  sprung  upon 
the  House  in  a  Supplementary  Yote 
early  in  the  Session,  when  we  were  asked 
to  Yote  £30,000  out  of  the  £110,000  to 
tho  inventor.  I  think  that  at  that  time 
no  single  Member  of  the  House,  with 
the  exception  perhaps  of  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Portsmouth  (Sir  William  Grossman), 
knew  anything  about  the  matter.  I  Cries 
of  ''  No,  no ! "]  Well,  very  few  Mem- 
bers had  heard  anything  about  the  mat- 
ter. The  hon.  and  gaUant  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  Portsmouth,  who  is  a 
man  of  great  soientifio  attainments,  cer- 
tainly knew  something  about  it,  and  he 
raised  his  voice  againt  it.  When  I  heard 
the  details  it  seemed  to  me  that  the  pro- 
posal was  novel,  and  of  auoh  doubtful 
expediency,  that  I  suggested  a  Gom- 
mittee  should  be  appointed,  not  to  con* 
sider  so  much  the  details  of  the  particular 
invention,  but  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  entering  upon  such  a  policy  as 
that  of  purchasing  the  secrets  of  inven« 
tions  of  this  kind.  The  GoyemmeDt, 
however,  refused,  and  the  money  was 
voted.  In  consequence,  I  preaome,  of 
the  part  I  had  taken  in  this  matter,  I 
received  many  oommonioations  on  the 
subject   of  this    torpedo   from   naval 
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officers  and  others,  and  I  was  induced 
to  make  further  inquiries.  The  result 
of  my  inquiries  is  to  raise  in  my  mind 
the  gravest  doubts  as  to  the  value  of  the 
weapon  for  defensive  purposes,  or  as  to 
the  secrecy  of  the  invention,  for  which 
we  have  agreed  to  gi?e  this  enormous 
Bum.  I  can  undertake  to  say  that  the 
opinion  of  nearly  all  competent  naval 
officers  on  the  subject  is  that  the  weapon 
is  of  little  or  no  value  for  defensive  pur* 
poses,  and  they  have  all  expressed  the 
most  unbounded  astonishment  that  the 
Goyemment  should  have  given  this 
large  sum  to  the  inventor,  which  is 
quite  unprecedented.  Beyond  this,  there 
appeared  in  Ungvieering  a  short  time  ago 
a  series  of  articles  purporting  to  give  a 
full  description  and  drawing  of  the  tor- 
pedo. I  have  ascertained  that  the  writer 
18  a  gentleman  of  groat  practical  know- 
ledge of  torpedoes  and  of  high  character. 
That  gentleman's  statement  is  that,  so 
far  from  the  torpedo  being  any  secret, 
all  its  main  features  were  the  subject  of 
a  patent  which  was  taken  out  by  its 
inventor  in  the  name  of  another  person 
five  or  six  years  ago,  and  his  contention 
is  that  any  practical  engineer  taking  this 
patent  and  applying  to  it  the  knowledge 
and  experience  derived  from  the  White- 
head torpedo,  which  is  now  no  longer  a 
secret,  would  have  no  difficulty  whatever 
in  constructing,  if  not  exactly  a  Bronnan 
torpedo,  at  least  one  capable  of  perform- 
ing everything  claimed  for  the  weapon. 
Before  going  further,  I  will  shortly  de- 
scribe the  Brennan  torpedo.  It  is  a  very 
ingenious  device.  The  torpedo  commu- 
Dicates  with  a  fixed  engine  on  shore  by 
two  wires.  These  wires  unwind  from 
rollers  in  the  interior  of  the  torpedo,  which 
are  connected  with  the  two  propellers ; 
the  pulling  in  from  shore  of  these  wires 
g^ves  motion  to  the  rollers  and  sets  the 
screws  in  motion,  and  thus  the  harder 
the  wires  are  pulled  the  faster  the  torpedo 
goes  ahead  to  sea.  The  direction  is  g^ven 
by  pulling  at  one  or  other  of  the  wires. 
All  this  is  minutely  described  in  the 
patent  which  I  have  in  my  hand,  in  which 
1  am  informed  that  any  competent  en- 
gineer can  construct  it.  The  only  pos- 
sible secret  is  in  the  method  employed  in 
keeping  the  torpedo  at  a  imiform  depth 
below  the  water,  but  that  has  been 
achieved  in  the  Whitehead  torpedo  and 
others  of  the  same  class  by  a  hydrostatic 
▼alve  acting  upon  rudders,  and  it  is  pro- 
bable   that    the    Brennan    has    some 


analogous  arrangement.  In  order  to 
steer  the  Brennan  it  is  necessary  that  its 
course  should  be  clearly  seen  from  the 
shore,  and  that  is  effected  by  a  staff 
showing  a  flag  above  water.  This,  how- 
ever, constitutes  its  main  defect,  for  the 
flag  can  be  equally  seen  by  a  ship  against 
which  it  is  directed,  and  which  can  then 
easily  avoid  it.  The  torpedo  also  clearly 
requires  a  fixed  engine  ashore,  which 
requires  the  protection  of  a  battery,  and 
its  whereabouts  will  always  be  known. 
There  are  also  defects  in  its  range,  and 
in  the  fact  that  it  cannot  be  brought 
back  when  discharged.  As  I  have  said, 
naval  officers  who  are  competent  to  form 
an  opinion,  are  almost  unanimously  of 
opinion  that  it  is  of  little  value  as  a  means 
of  defence,  on  the  ground  that  it  can  bo 
so  easily  avoided.  One  naval  officer  of 
great  repute  has  told  me  that  if  any 
officer  under  him  were  to  lose  a  vessel 
through  such  a  torpedo  he  would  have 
him  tried  by  court  martial,  and  shot  for 
negligence.  I  can  quote  any  number  of 
opinions  on  the  subject,  but  I  will  con- 
tent myself  with  one,  that  of  Admiral  Sir 
Cooper  Key,  who  is  a  very  high  autho- 
rity on  such  matters,  and  who  states  that 
in  his  opinion,  and  in  that  of  all  naval 
officers  who  have  seen  the  weapon,  it  is 
of  little  value  as  a  defence  against  ships, 
on  the  ground  that  it  can  be  so  easily 
avoided ;  that  it  can  only  be  of  use  in 
very  narrow  channels,  and  that  there  fixed 
and  sunk  torpedoes  will  be  far  more 
efficacious.  This  I  believe  to  be  the 
opinion  of  nearly  all  naval  officers ;  and 
I  challenge  the  noble  and  gallant  Lord 
the  Member  for  East  Marylebone  (Lord 
Charles  Beresford)  to  say  whether 
this  is  not  his  opinion  and  that 
of  his  naval  colleagues.  On  the  point 
of  the  secrecy  of  the  invention  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  War  (Mr.  E.  Stanhope) 
and  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
(Mr.  W.  H.  Smith)  made  a  very  great 
point  of  this  when  recommending  the 
Vote  at  the  beginning  of  the  Session. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  said  that  the 
Government  considered  it  to  be  so  im- 
portant to  keep  the  secret  from  the  know- 
ledge of  other  Powers  that,  if  this  could 
be  done  for  five  years  only,  it  would  be 
worth  the  money  it  was  proposed  to  give 
for  the  invention.  I  cannot  think  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  can  have  known 
when  he  said  this  that  all  the  main 
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features  were  fully  described  in  a  patent 
which  is  open  to  any  foreign  Qoverment. 
I  feel  certain  that  the  House  would  not 
have  voted  the  money  if  it  had  known 
that  the  main  features  were  the  subject 
of  a  patent.  For  my  own  part,  I 
thoroughly  disbelieve  in  the  possibility 
of  keeping  anything  of  this  kind  secret. 
There  is  an  immense  amount  of  en- 
gineering talent  devoted  to  the  subject 
of  torpedoes,  and  there  are  already  in 
the  field  at  least  six  other  torpedoes  of 
the  same  class  communicating  with  the 
shore  by  wires,  and  differing  only  in  the 
method.  Some  of  them  are  directed  by 
electrici  ty ,  some  h ave  their  engi nes  in  their 
interior,  two  at  least  of  them  which  are 
American  inventions  appear  to  have  at 
least  equal  speed,  and  to  have  superior 
qualities  to  theBrennan.  I  should  like 
to  know  whether  any  investigations 
were  made  as  to  these  rival  weapons 
before  giving  £1 10,000  for  the  Brennan  ? 
I  allude  to  this  for  the  purpose  of 
showing  that,  although  these  particular 
torpedoes  may  not  be  identical  with 
the  Brennan,  yet  there  are  evidences 
that  the  engineering  mind  is  especially 
directed  in  the  direction  of  torpedoes, 
and  that  if  others  have  not  arrived 
exactly  at  the  same  solution  of  the  thing 
they  are  very  much  on  the  same  path. 
In  the  opinion  of  many  competent  men, 
and  of  Foreign  Qovernments,  many  of 
these  torpedoes  are  as  valuable,  if  not 
more  valuable  than  the  Brennan.  I 
have  consulted  on  this  point  a  member 
of  one  of  the  most  eminent  engineering 
firms  in  the  country,  and  he  said  that,  in 
the  first  place,  it  is  impossible  to  keep  a 
thing  of  this  kind  secret.  There  are  so 
many  minds  directed  to  the  manufacture 
of  torpedoes  at  this  moment  that  de- 
pend upon  it  whatever  course  you  may 
adopt  other  people  will  be  close  upon 
your  heels  and  will  arrive  pretty  much 
at  the  same  result.  My  friend  said 
to  me  that  if,  instead  of  giving  £110,000 
to  the  maker  of  this  particular  torpedo, 
the  Government  had  offered  a  reward, 
say  of  £10,000  for  the  best  controllable 
torpedo  an  efficient  weapon  would  have 
been  foithcoming.  Ho  had  not  the 
smallest  doubt  that  within  a  few  weeks 
a  dozen  valuable  inventions  would  have 
been  sent  in  all  of  them  very  closely 
approaching,  and  porliaps  many  of  them 
exceeding  in  value,  the  Brennan  t'>rpedo. 
I  think  that  the  facts  that  I  have 
brought  under  the  notice  of  the  Oom- 

Mr,  Shaw  Lefevre 


mittee  and  of  the  Qt>vemmont  at  least 
show  that  there  are  some  grounds  for 
hesitation  in  this  matter.  I  cannot  help 
thinking  that  the  GoyernmeDt  have 
been  somewhat  hastily  led  into  adopting 
this  Brennan  torpedo.  My  own  im- 
pression is,  that  it  would  have  been  wise 
before  going  further  in  the  matter  to,  at 
all  events,  have  instituted  further  in- 
quiry. I  do  not  g^  further  at  this  mo- 
ment. My  belief  is,  that  it  would  he 
expedient  and  wise  on  the  part  of  the 
Government  to  undertake  an  indepen- 
dent inquiry  into  this  matter,  patting 
upon  the  Committee  of  Inquiry — I  do  not 
mean  a  Committee  of  this  House,  bat 
a  Committee  outside  this  House — Bome 
of  the  most  eminent  scientific  and  prac- 
tical men,  with  a  view  of  ^inquiring  not 
merely  into  the  value  of  the  Brennan 
torpedo,  but  into  the  weapons  of  the 
same  kind  which  are  in  the  possession  of 
other  countries  or  which  have  been  laid 
before  the  public  by  other  inTontors,  and 
also  with  the  view  of  inquiring  into  the 
question  as  to  whether  the  invention  of 
the  Brennan  torpedo  is  really  a  secret, 
whether  the  main  features  of  the  Bren- 
nan are  really  a  secret,  and  of  that  valae 
which  they  are  represented  to  be.  To 
my  mind  it  seems  dear  that,  if  the  facts 
I  have  stated  are  to  be  relied  upon, 
it  will  be  found  eventually  that  we  have 
spent  a  very  large  sum  of  money  without 
any  great  result,  and  that  it  may  also 
be  found  that  other  Powers  are  in  pos- 
session, if  not  the  Brennan  torpedo, 
possibly  of  a  torpedo  of  greater  value. 
I  beg  to  move  the  reduction  of  the  Vote 
by  £6,400  merely  for  the  purpose  of 
raising  the  Question. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
''  That  a  sum,  not  exoeedinv  £855,900, 
bo  granted  for  the  said  Services." — {Mr. 
Shaw  Lefevre.) 

Mr.  E.  stanhope  :  It  ie  somewhat 
unusual,  at  any  rate  according  to  old 
fashion  notions,  to  raise  a  discussion  on 
precisely  the  same  subject  twice  in  the 
course  of  the  same  year.  We  disonsBed 
this  matter  very  fully  at  a  time  when 
there  was  a  large  attendance.  Many  hon. 
Members  spoke,  and  at  that  time  the 
House,  without  any  hesitation,  arrived 
at  the  conclusion  that  this  was  a  very 
good  expenditure  of  public  money.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Central  Bradford  (Mr.  Shaw  Lefevre) 
now  asks,  why  do  not  the  Ctovemment^ 
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instead  of  spending  this  large  sum  of 
money,  offer  a  reward  of  £10,000  for  the 
purpose  of  obtaining  the  best  torpedo 
which  anyone  can  produce.  Well,  I  am 
bound  to  say  that  the  Government  with 
which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was 
connected  had  ample  opportunity  of 
doing  what  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
speaks  of,  but  they  did  not  do  it.  What, 
however,  they  did  do  was  to  spend  many 
thousands  of  pounds  in  encouraging  Mr. 
Brennan  to  perfect  his  invention  al- 
though they  had  no  claim  whatever  to 
the  torpedo.  First  of  all  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  raises  the  question  of  secrecy 
in  respect  to  this  torpedo,  and  he  actually 
BUggesta  that  my  right  hon.  Friend  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  (Mr.  W.  H. 
Smith)  could  have  known  that  the  details 
of  this  torpedo  or  some  of  them  had  been 
published.  Of  course  my  right  hon. 
Friend  knew  all  about  that,  but  1  can 
say  that,  so  far  as  I  am  informed,  there 
is  not  a  single  statement  which  has 
appeared  in  Engineering  from  which  the 
secret  details  of  the  torpedo  could  be 
ascertained.  Nor  is  there  the  smallest 
suggestion  at  the  present  moment  that 
the  real  secret — the  secret  for  which  we 
haye  paid  this  sum  of  money — has  been  in 
any  way  discovered  or  made  known  to 
anyone  outside  the  people  actually  con- 
cerned in  the  manufacture.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  says  we  cannot  keep 
secrets.  That  may  be  so,  it  may  be  that 
the  secret  of  the  invention  will  leak  out ; 
but  I  hope  that  before  it  does  we  shall 
have  made  a  larger  number  of  them. 
We  have  at  present  made  30  or  40  of 
these  torpedos,  and  we  shall  be  in  a 
position  to  place  them  in  situations  where 
they  will  be  of  service  before  other 
nations  know  anything  about  them.  I 
do  not  know  whether  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  seen  the  torpedo  at 
work,  although  he  has  described  it  in 
great  detail.  Those  who  are  specially 
qualified  to  advise  me  at  the  War  Office, 
and  who  have  investigated  this  torpedo 
in  all  its  bearings,  are  of  opinion  that  it 
will  be  a  weapon  of  the  greatest  possible 
value  in  time  of  war.  I  noticed  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  studiously  avoided 
quoting  military  authorities.  He  says 
that  naval  men  whom  he  has  consulted 
do  not  think  it  will  be  a  very  useful 
weapon.  I  fully  admit  that  many  naval 
men  say  that  this  torpedo  cannot  be  fired 
from  a  ship ;  but,  on  the  other  hand, 
those  who  have  a  great  opinion  of  this 


torpedo  say  it  could.  I  will  not  express 
an  opinion  upon  the  point ;  but  I  have 
in  my  hand  a  written  opinion  of  one  of 
the  most  eminent  naval  men  in  this 
country,  a  gentleman  whom  I  asked 
particularly  to  be  good  enough  to  go 
down  and  inspect  this  torpedo,  because 
he  had  expressed  an  opinion  in  private 
against  the  advantages  to  be  derived 
from  it  in  time  of  war.  This  gallant 
Admiral  went  to  see  a  trial  of  tlie  torpedo 
the  other  day,  and  he  has  reported  to  me 
his  opinion  that  this  torpedo  will  be  a 
most  formidable  weapon  for  the  defence 
of  channels  through  which  vessels  must 
pass  within  2,000  yards  of  the  shore. 
This  is  most  powerful  testimony,  because 
it  comes  from  a  gallant  Admiral  who  was 
at  first  prejudiced  against  the  weapon. 
All  I  can  say  is  that,  from  the  best 
opinions  we  can  obtain,  we  believe  we 
have  got  a  weapon  of  gpreat  value  and 
importance,  and  one  which  can  be  ap- 
plied usefully  in  the  defence  of  many 
of  our  rivers,  which  will  not  require  any 
other  defence  than  the  Brennan.  The 
weapon  is  one  which  I  believe  will  be  of 
the  greatest  advantage  in  the  defence  of 
the  coast  of  this  country. 

Sir  EDWARD  REED  (Cardiff) :  The 
speech  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  has  just 
delivered  is  exactly  the  speech  he  could 
have  delivered  in  respect  to  any  other 
torpedo.  Opinions  such  as  he  has  quoted 
can  be  obtained  in  regard  to  all  kinds 
of  weapons.  Now,  I  have  not  seen  any 
of  the  operations  connected  with  this 
torpedo;  but  I  have  conversed  with  a 
gentleman  who  has  seen  the  torpedo, 
and  who  has  thoroughly  studied  the 
subject,  and  the  opinion  of  that  gentle- 
man— a  military  officer — is  that  he  could 
not  see  how  the  Naval  Authorities  could 
attach  any  value  at  all  to  the  torpedo. 
Now  I  feel  very  strongly  on  the  matter 
on  the  ground  that  the  grant  now  asked 
for  is  a  misappropriation  of  public  money. 
We  are  called  upon  year  after  year  to 
vote  a  large  sum  of  money  for  this  tor- 
pedo. I  hold  that  this  is  wrong  in 
principle,  because  it  is  perfectly  possible 
that  long  before  we  have  discharged  our 
obligations  to  Mr.  Brennan  in  these 
annual  payments  another  torpedo  of 
greater  value  may  be  placed  at  our  dis- 
posal. The  right  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr. 
E.  Stanhope)  said  with  great  emphasis 
— he  always  speaks  with  emphasis — that 
the  Brennan  torpedo  would  be  valuable 


1755 


Supply— 


{COMMONS} 


Army  Riimaies.         1753 


for  an  attaok  from  shore  against  a  ship 
within  a  range  of  what?— 2, 000 yards— 
a  little  over  a  mile.  I  confess  I  am  at 
a  loss  to  understand  the  national  value 
of  a  system  of  defence  which  only  has  a 
range  of  a  little  over  a  mile.  I  did  not 
catch  the  exact  purport  of  the  inter- 
raption  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Oivil 
Lord  (Mr.  Ashmead-Bartlett) ;  if  the 
hon.  Gentleman  will  make  himself  a 
little  more  clear  I  shall  be  grateful  to 
him.  This  is  an  example  of  voting 
public  money  under  conditions  which 
are  unjustifiable  when  judged  by  the 
standard  which  all  gentlemen  apply 
when  voting  money  for  matters  of  this 
kind.  I  remember  that  I  once  had  the 
greatest  possible  difficulty  in  getting  the 
Government  of  this  country  to  recom- 
pense me  for  my  own  personal  expenses 
in  the  production  of  a  design  of  a  ship 
which  cost  £106,000  less  than  its  pre- 
decessor, and  which  was  pronounced  by 
Naval  Authorities  to  be  a  great  deal 
better  than  its  predecessor,  as  it  certainly 
was  cheaper.  Yet,  because  I  was  not  a 
stranger  or  an  adventurer  in  any  sense, 
or  a  person  coming  from  a  distance,  I 
had  the  greatest  difficulty  in  being  re- 
imbursed my  own  outlay  on  that  design. 
I  have  known  many  other  cases  in  which 
men  have  contributed  beyond  all  ques- 
tion to  the  advantage  and  the  economy 
of  the  Publio  Service ;  but  in  those  cases 
no  Minister  ever  thought  of  coming  down 
to  the  House  to  ask  for  many  thousands 
as  remuneration  for  the  men  who  had  so 
acted 

The  CHAIRMAN:  Order,  order! 
The  question  of  remimeration  of  Mr. 
Brennan  is  not  in  this  Vote.  We  are 
dealing  with  the  cost  of  torpedoes. 

Sib  EDWARD  REED :  I  quite  un- 
derstand that ;  and  although  my  re- 
marks may  seem  outside  the  Vote,  they 
really  apply  to  it,  for  the  reason  tliat 
we  are  not  only  to  pay  money  under 
Vote  15,  but  we  are  to  erect  establish- 
ments under  Vote  13,  which  is  now 
before  the  Committee.  Now,  with  re- 
gard to  the  unknown  character  of  this 
torpedo  my  right  hon.  Friend  the  Mem- 
ber for  Central  Bradford  (Mr.  Shaw 
Lef eyre)  stated  very  truly  that  matters 
of  this  kind  are  very  rarely  kept  secret 
for  any  length  of  time  at  all,  for  when- 
over  there  is  any  real  value  in  an  in- 
vention other  inventions  of  a  similar 
kind  are  brought  out.  These  things  are 
not  the  product  of  one  man's  brain ;  the 
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principle  of  the  inyention  may  be  said  to 
be  '4n  the  air/'  and  it  generally  emanates 
from  a  number  of  quarters  at  once.  In 
the  case  of  the  Whitehead  torpedoes,  it 
will  be  remembered  how  the  Govera- 
ment  put  themselves  in  relation  with 
Mr.  Whitehead.  What  was  the  conse- 
quence ?  We  went  on  building  inferior 
Whitehead  torpedoes  at  a  high  price 
after  superior  torpedoes  had  been  pro< 
duced  and  supplied  to  the  whole  worid 
at  a  lower  cost.  That  is  a  fact  which  is 
within  my  own  knowledge.  My  right 
hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Shaw  Lefevre)  has 
limited  his  Motion.  Formally  it  takes 
the  shape  of  a  reduction  of  the  Vote; 
but  in  reality  it  amounts  to  a  request 
that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Se- 
cretary of  State  for  War  will  make 
further  inquiry  into  this  matter.  Now, 
I,  for  one,  will  object  year  after  year  to 
be  told  that  because  the  Vote  has  been 
granted  in  the  previous  year  we  are  to 
be  debarred  from  resisting  the  Vote  in 
the  year  upon  us.  The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
has  rather  reflected  on  my  right  hon. 
Friend  because  he  has  ventured  to  dis- 
cuss this  matter  twice  in  one  year.  I  do 
not  think  that  was  a  fair  cause  for  a 
reflection.  If  the  proceeding  of  my 
right  hon.  Friend  is  unusual,  surely  it 
is  an  unusual  proceeding  to  g^ve  a  pri- 
vate inventor  £110,000  for  his  secret, 
and  then  to  ask  for  publio  funds  for  a 
factory  in  which  to  carry  out  the  inven- 
tion. The  whole  proceeding  is  of  an 
unusual  character.  If  we  do  not  oppose 
demands  of  this  kind  at  a  very  early 
stage  we  shall  lay  ourselyea  open  to  re- 
proach. Although  I  feel  very  strongly 
on  this  subject,  I  do  not  think,  looking 
at  the  late  .period  of  the  SeBsion,  it 
would  be  right  to  prolong  this  discus- 
sion. I  can  only  say  I  entirely  sympa- 
thize with  the  position  taken  up  by  my 
right  hon.  Friend  with  regard  to  this 
part  of  the  Vote.  I  regard  it  as  a  waste- 
ful expenditure  of  the  publio  money; 
and  I  think  it  is  essentially  in  the  nature 
of  a  transaction  which  will  not  bear  the 
scrutiny  of  Parliament,  and  for  that 
reason  it  is  most  objectionable. 

Me.  SHAW  LEFEVRE :  I  do  not 
wish  to  prolong  the  debate,  but  merely 
to  say  a  word  in  reply  to  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  took 
exception  to  my  bringing  up  the  subject 
a  second  time  this  Session ;  but  I  justify 
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my  action  on  two  grounds.  In  the  first 
place,  since  I  last  brought  the  question 
forward  communications  have  been  made 
to  me  by  Naval  men,  of  whose  opinions 
I  had  no  knowledge  before,  all  tending 
to  show  there  was  the  gravest  doubt  on 
the  part  of  the  Naval  Profession  as  to 
the  value  of  this  invention,  and  asking 
that  strong  representations  should  be 
made  on  the  subject.  I  have  chal- 
lenged the  noble  and  gallant  Lord 
the  Member  for  East  Marylebone  (Lord 
Charles  Berosford)  to  express  his 
opinion  on  the  subject ;  but  he  is  dis- 
creetly silent.  I  ask  him  to  say  whether 
he  is  or  is  not  adverse  to  this  invention. 
I  am  satisfied  that  the  great  majority  of 
naval  men  will  agree  with  me  in  the  opi- 
nions I  have  ventured  to  express.  The 
second  ground  on  which  I  justify  my 
action  to-night  is  that  a  statement  was 
made  in  Engineering  to  the  effect  that  the 
main  features  of  this  torpedo  had  been 
the  subject  of  a  patent,  and  that  there  is 
no  secret  worth  any  large  sum.  I  said  I 
could  hardly  think  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentlemen  the  First  Lord  of  the  Trea- 
sury (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith)  and  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  War  (Mr.  E.  Stanhope) 
knew  that  fact  when  they  advocated  the 
giving  of  £110,000  for  this  alleged 
secret.  The  hon.  Gentleman  the  Sur- 
veyor General  of  Ordnance  (Mr.  H.  8. 
Northcote)  has  described  the  main 
features  of  the  torpedo  as  those  of  a 
controllable  weapon  ;  but  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  says  that  there  is  another  secret, 
the  nature  of  which  I  understand  he 
does  not  know  himself.  The  whole 
thing  is  a  matter  of  uncertainty.  From 
all  1  have  read  and  heard  about  the 
matter,  my  view  is  that  that  other  secret, 
whatever  it  may  be,  is  of  a  very  subor- 
dinate character  as  compared  wif.h  the 
main  features,  and  not  worth  anything 
like  £110,000.  The  future  will  show 
that  I  have  done  my  duty,  as  a  public 
man,  in  bringing  the  facts  within  my 
knowledge  before  the  Government ;  and 
they  must  bear  the  responsibility  of  the 
action  they  have  taken  in  the  matter.  I 
have  g^eat  confidence  that  it  will  turn  out 
I  am  right  in  this  matter — that  this  is  not 
a  real  invention,  and  that  the  torpedo  is 
of  no  value. 

Thk  surveyor  general  of 
OBDNANOE  (Mr.  H.  S.  Northcote) 
(Exeter) :  I  should  like  to  correct  a 
statement  made  by  the  right  hon.  Gen- 


tleman the  Member  for  Oentral  Brad* 
ford  (Mr.  Shaw  Lefevre).  He  says  I 
described  the  main  features  of  the  tor- 
pedo as  being  those  of  a  controllable 
weapon.  That  was  not  at  all  my  state- 
ment. I  said  it  dififered  from  other 
torpedoes  in  being  controllable  ;  but  the 
main  feature  is  a  secret,  with  which 
neither  my  right  hon.  Friend  (Mr.  E. 
Stanhope)  nor  myself  is  acquainted.  A 
competent  Committee  consisting  of  the 
most  distinguished  Artillery  and  Naval 
officers  and  the  Director  of  Ordnance 
were  unanimous  in  recommending  the 
purchase  by  the  Government  of  this  in- 
vention. When  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man speaks  of  the  House  having  been 
misled  into  purchasing  this  invention, 
it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  a  very 
full  discussion  took  place,  and  that  Gen- 
tlemen who  differ  as  widely  from  the 
Government  as  the  hon.  Member  for 
Galway  and  the  hon.  Member  for  King's 
County  very  cordially  supported  the  pro- 
posal  to  purchase  this  invention.  With 
regard  to  what  the  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Cardiff  (Sir  Edward  Reed) 
has  said,  I  may  remind  him  that  the 
money  is  borne  entirely  on  the  Army 
Votes,  and  that  the  torpedo  is  un- 
doubtedly purchased  on  the  respon- 
sibility of  the  Army,  rather  as  a  land 
defence  than  to  be  used  by  the  Navy, 
although,  I  think  it  is  possible  and 
probable  it  will  be  useful  for  the  Navy. 

Sir  EDWARD  REED :  It  does  seem 
to  me  extraordinary,  that  after  we  have 
heard  to-night  of  a  redistribution  of 
responsibility  in  the  War  Department 
under  which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  and  his 
Successors  are  to  be  responsible  for  all 
the  offices,  we  should  be  asked  to  vote  a 
large  sum  of  public  money  for 
a  thing  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has 
never  seen  and  knows  nothing  about. 

Mr.  E.  STANHOPE:  Does  the  hon. 
Gentleman  really  suppose  my  opinion 
on  a  matter  of  engineering  like  the  con- 
struction of  a  torpedo  would  be  worth 
anything  whatever  ? 

Sir  EDWARD  REED :  I  think  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman's  opinion  as  to 
whether  an  article  is  worth  £110,000 
would  be  in  the  highest  degree  valuable. 

Mr.  J.  ROWLANDS  (Finsbury,  E.) : 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  War  seems  to  attach  little 
importance  to  the  opposition  to  the 
Brennan  torpedo.    Wnen  last  we  went 
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to  a  Division  on  this  question,  we  had 
one  of  the  strongest  supporters  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  and  also  a  great 
military  authority — namely,  the  hon. 
and  gallant  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Holborn  (Colonel  Duncan)  with  us.  I 
think  that  is  a  litlle  set  off  to  some  of 
the  authorities  quoted  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  this  evening.  I  hope  my 
right  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
Central  Bradford  will  take  us  again 
through  the  Division  Lobby  against  this 
expenditure.  I  do  not  profess  to  be  an 
authority  upon  the  subj  ect,  yet  I  do  confess 
that  upon  the  evidence  there  is  nothing 
to  justify  the  enormous  expenditure 
which  it  is  proposed  to  incur  in  respect 
to  this  torpedo. 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 
Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to, 

(17.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  pro- 
posed, 

*'  That  a  snin,  not  exceeding  £130,600,  bo 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  defray  the  Charge 
for  Establishments  for  Military  Education, 
which  will  come  in  course  of  payment  during 
the  year  ending  on  the  Slst  day  of  March 
1888." 

Mr.  SEXTON  (Belfast,  W.) :  I  wish  to 
call  attention  to  the  position  of  the  head 
master  and  second  master  of  the  Boyal 
Hibernian  Military  School  in  Dublin, 
under  the  Royal  Warrant  of  1 884.  The 
case  rests  upon  paragraph  489  of  the 
Eoyal  Warrant,  and  this  paragraph  was 
devised  on  the  report  of  Lord  Morley's 
Committee,  in  order  to  meet  admitted 
grievances  of  the  officers  who  served  in 
this  establishment.  The  paragraph  pro- 
vides that  the  head  master  of  the 
Boyal  Hibernian  Military  School  shall 
be  paid  £250  a-year,  increasing  by  £25 
every  ^yq  years  to  £350  ;  that  is  a 
quin<juennial  increment.  But  the  head 
master  has  been  treated  under  the 
Warrant  as  if  he  were  a  new  comer  and 
not  a  gentleman  of  39  years'  service.  1 1 
maintain,  that  under  this  Warrant  the 

East  services  of  this  gentleman  ought  to 
e  taken  into  account.  The  second 
master  was  intended  by  this  Warrant  to 
receive  a  salary  of  £150,  rising 
gradually  to  £  1 80.  This  gentleman  had 
13  years'  service,  and  therefore  was 
entitled  to  the  maximum  salary.  He 
has  been  treated  exactly  as  if  he  entered 
the  service  upon  the  day  the  Warrant 
was  issued.  This,  of  course,  nullified 
the  object  of  the  paragraph.    Now,  the 

Mr  J,  Rowlands 


civilian  masters  at  Chelsea  have  re- 
ceived the  value  of  the  Warrant.  Lord 
Sandhurst  visited  the  Royal  Hibernian 
Military  School  last  year,  and  he  stated, 
that  in  his  opinion  the  masters  I  have 
referred  to  had  just  claim  to  the  reform 
they  desired.  The  Board  of  Governors 
of  the  school  have  admitted  the  justice 
of  the  claim  of  these  men.  The  second 
master  in  the  Dublin  School  is  placed 
in  an  absurd  position,  as  well  as  a 
damaging  one  to  himself.  While  he  is 
the  second  master  the  third  and  fourth 
masters  receive  higher  salaries  than  he 
does,  simply  because  their  full  service 
is  reckoned  under  the  parag^ph  and 
his  is  ignored.  I  ask  that  the  first  and 
second  masters  be  given  the  increments 
to  which  they  are  entitled  on  their  ser- 
vice, and  tliat  the  arrears  be  paid  to 
them.  I  beg  to  move  the  reduction  of 
the  Vote  by  £250,  being  the  arrears  of 
pay  to  which  these  masters  are  entitled. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
**  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £  1 30,350, 
be  granted  for  the  said  Services." — 
{Mr,  Sexton,) 

The  financial  SEOBETAEY, 
WAR  DEPARTMENT  {Mr,  Brodrick) 
(Surrey,  Guildford)  (who  was  indis- 
tinctly heard)  was  understood  to  say 
that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Se- 
cretary of  State  for  War  would  under- 
take to  see  that  no  injustice  was  done  in 
the  case  of  the  masters  of  the  Royal 
Hibernian  Military  School,  but  that  the 
same  rule  would  be  applied  to  this  case 
as  was  applied  to  other  cases.  The  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  West  Belfast 
(Mr.  Sexton)  ought  to  bear  in  mind  that 
the  masters  at  Chelsea,  and  those  at  the 
Royal  Hibernian  School,  were  appointed 
under  totally  different  circumstances. 

Me.  SEXTON:  The  object  of  the 
Royal  Warrant  of  1884  was  to  remedy 
grievances  which  existed.  If  the  War- 
rant is  not  to  be  a  nullity,  so  far  as 
the  masters  of  the  Hibernian  Military 
School  are  concerned,  the  service  they 
have  actually  given  must  be  recognized. 
The  Head  Master  at  Chelsea  has  served 
eight  years,  and  he  has  received  two 
increments.  He  has  received  eyery 
penny  of  value.  The  Head  Master  at 
the  Dublin  School  has  served  five  times 
as  long  as  the  Chelsea  Head  Master,  and 
yet  he  has  only  received  one  increment 
Is  that  justice  or  common  sense  ?  Sorely 
the  Head  Master  at  Dublin  ought  to  be 
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placed  at  the  maximum  of  his  class? 
The  three  or  four  subordinate  masters 
to  the  second  masters  receive  higher 
salaries  than  he  does,  because  every  day 
of  their  services  has  been  recognized. 
I  really  think  a  conclusive  case  is  made 
out  by  these  gentlemen.  If  the  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Financial  Secretary  (Mr. 
Brodrick)  will  assure  me  that  the  Go- 
Tomment  will  approach  the  case  in  the 
spirit  in  which  Lord  Sandhurst  ap- 
proached it — with  a  desire  to  do  strict 
justice  to  these  men — I  will  not  press 
the  matter  further. 

Mr.  brodrick  :  I  will  undertake 
to  look  into  the  matter;  and  if  I  can 
satisfy  the  hon.  Gentleman  I  will  cer- 
tainly do  so. 

Mb.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR  (Donegal, 
E.) :  I  should  like  to  point  out  that  the 
second  master  of  the  Royal  Military 
Asylum  actually  gets  more  pay  than  the 
Head  Master  in  the  Royal  Hibernian 
Military  School.  There  must  be  a  mis- 
take somewhere. 

Colonel  NOLAN  (Galway,  N.) :  It 
is  quite  obvious  that  the  gentlemen  con- 
nected with  establishments  near  the  seat 
of  Government  have  greater  opportuni- 
ties of  pressing  their  claims  upon  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  than  those 
connected  with  distant  establishments. 
The  Government  ought  to  seriously  con- 
sider the  case  of  the  masters  of  the 
Hibernian  School.  Certainly,  the  Irish 
Members  must  persist  in  bringing  it  to 
the  notice  of  the  authorities.  I  trust  we 
shall  receive  an  assurance  that  the 
masters  of  the  Hibernian  School  will  be 
treated  equally  with  those  of  the  Chelsea 
Establishment. 

Thb  secretary  of  STATE  for 
WAR  (Mr.  E.  Stanhope)  (Lincolnshire, 
Horncastle) :  I  can  assure  the  hon. 
Gentleman  that  we  desire,  as  far  as  pos- 
sible, that  there  should  be  no  distinction 
in  this  matter.  I  will  look  into  the 
subject,  and  if  I  see  substantial  reasons 
I  will  take  the  course  suggested  by  the 
hon.  Member. 

Mr.  sexton  :  Can  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  ascertain  how  it  is  that  the 
third  master  gets  a  higher  salary  than 
the  second  master  ? 

Motion,  by  leave,  loitMrawn, 

Original  Question  again  proposed. 

Sib  FREDERICK  FITZ-WYGRAM 
(Hants,  Fareham) :  I  wish  to  call  the 
attention   of  the    Committee  and  the 

YOL.  OOOXX.    [Tflml)  series.] 


right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  to  the  Vote  for  the  Staff 
College.  I  have  no  intention  to  object 
to  the  Vote,  because  I  think  it  may  be 
useful,  and,  in  some  cases,  necessary,  to 
educate  officers  at  the  expense  of  the 
State.  But  I  do  object  most  strongly, 
and  I  think  many  others  object,  to  the 
preference  given  to  officers  of  the  Staff 
College,  in  the  matter  of  employment, 
over  regimental  officers,  who  might,  per- 
haps, be  equally,  or  much  better,  quali- 
fied. I  am  sure  it  is  the  wish  of  the 
Army  that  the  best  and  ablest  men 
should  be  employed ;  but,  as  I  have 
said,  I  object  to  the  preference  given  to 
officers  because  they  are  educated  at  the 
expense  of  the  State.  I  say  let  there 
bo  fair  play  in  this  matter — make  no 
difference  as  between  the  two  classes  of 
officers;  and  when  there  is  a  vacancy, 
by  all  means  let  it  be  filled  by  the  man 
who  is  best  qualified,  whether  ho  is  from 
the  Staff  College  or  not. 

The  CHAIRMAN  :  I  do  not  think 
that  this  is  relevant  to  the  present 
Vote. 

Mr.  ARTHUR  O^CONNOR :  I  have 
to  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  if  the  case 
has  been  brought  under  his  notice  of 
the  claim  of  the  ridingmaster  at  tho 
Royal  Military  College  in  respect  of  his 
military  rank  ?  The  ridingmaster  at 
Canterbury  has  been  allowed  his  ma- 
jority ;  but  the  ridingmaster  at  the 
Royal  Military  College,  who  is  a  man  at 
least  as  competent,  and  of  longer  ser- 
vice, and,  I  believe,  with  higher  pay, 
has  been  refused  his  majority.  Now,  I 
do  not  know  on  what  ground  that  refusal 
is  based,  but  the  fact  is  so ;  and,  as  I 
am  credibly  informed,  it  is  a  matter  of 
comment  and  some  surprise  throughout 
the  Service. 

Mr.  E.  STANHOPE:  This  is  a 
matter  which,  I  think,  ought  not  to  be 
brought  under  tho  consideration  of  the 
Committee.  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  I 
have  been  attacked  by  one  or  two  men 
on  this  ground.  One  of  them  has  done 
me  the  favour  to  make  attacks  upon  me 
in  my  constituency,  because  I  will  not 
promote  him  to  the  rank  of  major.  I 
shall  be  glad  to  deal  with  this  matter 
when  the  time  arrives ;  but  I  am 
bound  to  say  that  I  cannot  give  any 
consideration  to  unfair  pressure  put 
upon  me  in  connection  with  it  in  this 
I  House. 
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0::1:^:  involve*  an  ali*ration  of  the  ad- 
ministration of  Chelsea  Hospital :  and 
wb  ether  it  i«  propose!  to  remove  it  to 
Pall  Mall  ? 
Mh.  E.  STANHOPE:  Xo.  Sir. 

Vote  agreed  to. 

2\.    £l.3oS,.30  •.  O-Jt-Peiisions. 

CoLcxEL  NOLAN    Gal  way.  N,   :    I 
brought   before  a  former  Secretary  of 
.S'are  for  War  the  cases   of  some  men 
who  were  discharcred  on  account  of  ill- 
health  without  a  pension,  after  IS  cr 
1 3  vears'  service.     I  was  told  at  the  time 
that   the  authorities  had   no  power  to 
deal  with  these  cases,  but  that  they  were 
drafting  a  Bill  to  enable  them  to  do  so; 
since  which  time,  now  four  years  ago, 
I  have  heard  nothing  about  the  matter. 
I  wish  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  to  the  position  of  these  men, 
which   I  consider  is  a  very  hard  one. 
AVhen  a  man  serves  for  21  years  he  ^\b 
a  penfrion  of  It.  a- day :  but  here  we  have 
men  discharged  with  1 S  or  19  years'  ser- 
vice who  get  no  permanent  pension  at 
all.  It  is  true,  they  get  an  allowance  for 
a  short  time ;  but  I  do  not  know  any 
wor.se  principle  than  to  give  a  man  a 
pension  for  four  or  five  years  only.     I 
have  met  with  manv  cases  of  this  kind 
where  men  have  been  left  without  the 
means  of  subsistence,  in  my  capacity  as 
Member  of  Parliament,  and  particularly 
in  respect  of  being  Chairman  of  a  Poor 
Law  Union.     These  cases  occur  all  over 
the  Kingdom  and  in  every  constituency, 
and  I  have  in  my  mind  one  of  a  par- 
ticularly distressing  character.  I  believe 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  has  no 
power  to  grant  permanent  pensions  to 
men  discharged  after  this  long  service, 
if  the  full  period  of  21  years  has  not 
been  served.   I  think  it  is  a  great  shame 
that  the  Secretary   of    State   for  War 
should  not  have  this  power.    There  are, 
no  doubt,  many  of  these  men  who  think 
they  have  been  defrauded  in  this  respect, 
and  I  think  so  too.     They  expect  to  get 
pensions  after  long  service,  and  there  is 
no  doubt  that  when  they  find  that  they 
are  not  to  have  them  a  great  deal  of 
discontent  arises.     I  hope  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Secretary  of   State  for 
War  will  tell  us  what  the  present  state 
of  the  law  is  with  regard  to  this — whe- 
ther he  can  give  a  pension  after  17  or 
18  years'   service,  when  he  discharges 
men   against  their  will;  and,  if  not,   I 

Mr.  Arthur  O'Connor 


think  he  ought  to  t«ll   as  that  he  is 
g^iEg  to  take  poven  ior  the  purpose. 


WAB  DEPAETMENT  Mr.  Bmdkht; 
Surrey.  Guildford  :  In  reply  to  the 
hon.  and  gallant  GentlemmiL,  I  confess 
that  I  do  not  quite  understand  hov  such 
cases  as  Le  has  referred  to  cmn  hare 
arisen,  because  I  certainly  think  it  is  in 
the  power  of  the  Secretazr  of  State  for 
War  to  give  pensions  to  soldiers  dis- 
charged for  ill-health  after  17  or  IS 
years'  service.  I  am  not  quite  certain 
that  we  Lave  power  to  give  permanent 
pensions  straight  off ;  but,  presamably, 
if  a  man  is  discharged  for  ill-health,  he 
ultimately  gets  his  pension.  I  most  say 
that  commanding  offieers,  as  a  role,  are 
most  kind  and  considerate  in  allowiog 
men,  as  far  as  they  are  able,  to  complete 
their  full  period  of  senice. 

CoLoxEL  NOLAN :  Is  the  limit  17  or 
IS  years,  or  am  I  to  understand  that 
after  \b  or  16  years'  seniee  there  is 
power  to  g^ve  these  men  pensions  ?  Of 
course,  we  know  that  soldiers  are  nearly 
always  protected  bj  their  oommanding 
officers  in  the  way  the  hon.  Gentleman 
i^peaks  of;  bat  we  have  to  remember 
that  the  men  whose  cases  we  are  con- 
sidering do  not  belong  to  the  regiments 
in  which  they  served. 

ITa.  BBODBIGK:  There  is  power 
first  of  all  to  give  a  temporaiy  pension, 
and  I  believe  that  there  are  cases  in 
which  a  permanent  pension  after  16 
years'  service  has  been  given. 

Mb.  sexton  (Belfast,  W.) :  There 
are,  within  my  knowledge,  serml  eases 
of  men  in  the  North  of  Ireland  who 
have  been  retired  from  the  Armj,  and 
which  I  should  wish  to  lay  befm  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman.  Not  being  an 
expert  in  these  matters,  I  would  ask 
whether,  if  I  submit  the  partienlars  of  a 
case  in  writing,  after  proper  investiga- 
tion, the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  will  look 
into  it  and  give  the  result  at  his  con- 
venience ? 

Mb.  E.  STANHOPE :  Yes,  Sir. 

Vote  agreed  io. 

^25.)  £183,300,  Superannuation  Al- 
lowances. 

(26.)  £47,100,  Betired  Allowanost, 
&o.  to  Officers  of  the  Militia,  Yeomaniy, 
and  Volunteer  Forces. 

Eesolutions  to  be  reported  7h  wmntw. 
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Ways  AND  Means— <?owmtfr^a  in  Com-  t:i.    .  mi_       t»      ^  !^               -, . 

j_.£xf  J^irst  Three  Eeaolutions  agreed  to, 

(In  the  Committee.)  Fourth  Resolution  read  a  second  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  Captain  COLOMB  (Tower  Hamlets, 

••That,   towards  making  good  tho  Supply  ^^^^   &c.)  :    I   should  like,  before    this 

granted  to  Her  Majesty  for  the  sorvico  of  the  proceeds  further,  to  ask  for  some  infor- 

year  ending  on  the  Slst  day  of  March  1888,  the  mation  as  to  the  increase  of  the  Vote  for 

•am  of  £34,342,209  he   granted  out  of  the  the  Naval  Intelligence  Department  on 

Connohdated  Fund  of  tho  United  Kingdom.  g?   of  the   Estimates.     In  doing 

^    Mr.  CLANCY  (Dublin,  Co.,  N.) :  I  that  I   wish   to    say   I   most  cordially 

intend  at  this  stage,  Sir,  to  draw  atten-  thank   the   Admiralty  for  the  increase 

tion  to  the  treatment  of  the  Irish  tobacco  they  have    made  to  that  Department, 

manufacturers ;  but  because   the  right  jt  .^as  very  much  wanted,  and  I  am 

hon.  Gentleman  the  Chancellor  of  the  delighted  to  see  that  there  is  an  increase 

Exchequer  (Mr.  (^8^^^      said-—  i^  the  numbers,  and  also  an  increase  in 

oT^  ^^?®^r^^5^  c?^  "^"J^i^^"^/  the  charge.     But  I  also  wish  to  know 

8URY  (Mr.  W.    H.    Smith)    (Strand,  ^^at  is  the  net  increase  in  the  salaries 

Westminster):  The  nght  hon.  Gentle-  ^f  the  officers  already  in  the  Depart- 

niM  tiie  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  jj^^nt?    Last  year  the  number  was  four, 

Raid  that  the  hoD.  Member  could  intro-  ^nd  the  cost  £1,322  — the  cost  of  the 

duce    this    subject   on   Report   of    the  ^^ole  Department  ;  but  this  year  the 

Customs  Vote.     The  right  hon.  Gentle-  number  is  10.  and  the  total  cost  £5,483. 

man  the  ChanceUor  of  the  Exchequer  is  i  understand  that  the  head  of  tho  De- 

here  himself  now.  partment  received  £500  a-year  with  half- 

Mk.  CLANCY  :  I  am  glad  the  right  p^y,  and  that  part  of  this  increase  is  due 

hon.  Gentleman  has  just  come  in,  be-  to  the  fact  that  the  £500  a-year  ho  re- 

cause  I  am  going  to  bring  forward  a  reived  has  been  doubled,  and  that  he 

question  relating  to  Irish  tobacco  manu-  gtiU  gets  his  half- pay,  so  that  in  this 

facture.      I  have   been   asked  by  per-  y^t^  ^^  j^^ve  not  the  whole  facts  as  to 

sons  interested  in  this  trade  to  bring  the  the  costs  of  the  Department.      I  should 

matter  I  am  about  to  deal  with  under  u^q  to  know  what  course  the  Admiralty 

the  notice  of  the  Committee ;  and  I  think  j ^.tend  to  take ;  is  not  this  a  large  addi- 

that  when  the  Committee   have  heard  tion  to  the  salaries  already  paid  ? 

the  facts   which  I   have  to  lay  before  rp^g  FIRST    LORD  of  the  ADMI- 

them  they  will  come  to  the  conclusion  raLTY     (Lord    George     Hamilton) 

that  a  very  gross  act  of  injustice  has  ^Middlesex,    Ealing) :     Tho    hon.    and 

been  perpetrated  upon  an  Irish  trade  gallant  Gentleman  said  that  he  would 

which  deserved  better  treatment  at  the  t  this  question  to  me  on  Report  of  the 

nands  of  the  present  Government — in-  Half-Pay  Vote. 

deed,  at  the  hands  of  any  Government  OArTAix  COLOMB  :  I  am  very  sorry 

of  this  country  if  I  ^^^i^^  the  noble  Lord.     I  said  that 

The  CHAIRMAN  :  I  understand  the  ^  ^j^  ^^^  ^^^  y^^^  ^^  the  Half.Pay  Vote 

point  the  hon.  Gentleman  is  going  to  ^^   g^^^^^   ^^^^^^^  this  question,   and 

raise  is  a  question  connected  with  the  therefore  I  would  raise  it  on  Report  of 

administration  of  the  Excise  Department,  guppjy 

Mr.  CLANCY  :  I  am  going  to  object  ^^^^  GEORGE  HAMILTON  :  I  did 

to  a  Vote  proposed  for  that  Department  ^^^  ^^^^^^  ^y^^  ^^^ter  to  come  on,  and 

'"^  ChKmIn  :  Then  it  will  be  l^n"  '"  °^'  '"^""'  '"  *''  '"' 

appropriate  for  the  hon  Member  to  do  Qaptain  COLOMB:  Then  I  will  dofer 

that  on  the  Report  of  the  Vote  for  that  observations  to  the  Half-Pay  Voto. 

Department,  which  will  come  on  in  the  -o      i    .               ,  , 

coorae  of  a  few  minutes.  Resolution  agreed  to, 

Mb.  CLANCY :  Would  it  not  be  pos-  Remaining  Resolution  agreed  to. 

Bible  to  take  the  discussion  now  ? 

The  CHAIRMAN  :  It  is  not  appro-  SUPPLY-OIVIL  SERVICE  EST13IATE8. 

pziaie  to  this  Vote.  -REPORT. 

Queetion  put,  and  agreed  to.  Resolutions  [6th  September]  reported. 

Beeolatioii  to  be  reported  To-morrow,  Pirst  Eight  Resolutions  agreid  to. 
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Ninth  Besolution  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR  (Done- 
gal, E.) :  I  desire  to  move  the  reduction 
of  this  Vote  by  the  sum  of  £59,  being 
the  amount  over-paid  to  Lord  Lingen, 
the  late  Secretary  to  the  Treasury.  Sir, 
the  Treasury  is  an  Office  which  is  very 
strict  in  interpreting  Regulations  and 
Acts  of  Parliament  in  respect  of  the 
claim  of  Civil  servants  in  subordinate 
positions ;  but  when  it  comes  to  the 
question  of  the  interests  of  Members 
of  the  Treasury  Office  itself,  or  when 
it  is  a  question  of  personal  interests 
of  high-placed  Civil  servants  in  any 
of  the  principal  Offices  of  the  State, 
then  we  find  that  a  totally  different 
standard  is  applied  in  gauging  the 
merits  or  claims  of  individuals.  It 
is  easy  to  dismiss  Dockyard  labourers 
without  pensions.  It  is  easy  to  re- or- 
ganize an  office  of  secondary  importance, 
and  get  rid  of  a  number  of  lowly  placed 
men  on  terms  which  inflict  great  hard- 
ship on  the  majority  of  them ;  but  no 
case  of  re-organization  of  the  Secretary 
of  State's  Office  has  been  heard  of  in 
which  the  Heads  of  that  Office  wore  not 
materially  benefited  by  the  change,  and 
no  system  of  retirement  in  the  Secretary 
of  State's  Office,  or  in  the  Treasury 
itself,  has  yet  come  under  public  notice 
in  which  the  officers  concerned  wore  not 
treated  in  the  most  liberal  manner. 
But,  Sir,  in  the  case  of  Lord  Lingen  an 
exceptionally  strong  course  was  taken  by 
the  Secretary  in  dealing  with  the  claim 
for  pension.  Lord  Lingen  is  an  officer 
of  38  years*  service.  When  he  retired 
the  other  day  he  was  entitled,  under  the 
ordinary  Rules  of  the  Service,  to  draw  a 
pension  equal  to  38-60ths  of  his  last 
year's  salary ;  but  instead  of  that  the 
Treasury  gave  him  a  pension  equal  to 
two-thirde  of  his  salary,  and  they  at- 
tempted to  justify  the  increased  amount 
by  representing  that  many  years  ago  he 
had  acted  as  an  Examiner.  Now,  at  the 
time  he  so  acted  there  was  no  power  in 
the  Treasury  to  take  into  account  the 
special  qualifications  which  ho  possessed 
in  that  character  with  a  view  to  an  in- 
crease in  his  pension.  But  in  the  Super- 
annuation Act  of  1 859  a  clause — Clause  4 
— was  introduced  which  provided  that  it 
should  be  lawful  for  the  Examiners  of  the 
Treasury  from  time  to  time  to  appoint 
persons  possessing  professional  or  other 
peculiar  qualities  not  ordinarily  acquired 
in  the  Public  Service  at  a  later  period  j 


than  the  rule  which  ordinarily  obtained 
in  the  Service.  Now,  what  did  the 
Treasury  do  when  Lord  Lingen  retired? 
They  bethought  themselyes  of  the  fact 
that  he  had  years  before  been  an  Exa- 
miner in  a  Public  Department,  and  they 
made  that  clause  of  the  Act  of  1859  and 
the  Order  made  under  it  retrospective. 
That  was  really  going  beyond  the  in- 
tentions of  the  Act.  The  increased 
allowance  to  Lord  Lingen  was  objected 
by  the  Comptroller  and  Auditor  Oeneral 
in  the  following  words : — 

''  This  sub-head  also  includes  the  pension  of 
£1,668  13«.  4(/.,  equivalent  to  40-60ths  of  salary 
on  retirement,  granted  to  Lord  Lingen,  late 
Permanent  Secretary  to  the  Treasury.  Lord 
Lingen's  actual  service  amounted  to  38  years, 
to  which  had  been  added  the  years  on  account 
of  professional  qualification  as  an  Examiner  in 
the  Education  Department.  Under  the  Trea- 
sury Warrant  of  1863,  issued  in  accordance  with 
the  terms  [of  J  Clause  4  of  the  Superannuation 
Act  of  1850,  as  Lord  Lingen  had  ceased  to  be 
an  Examiner  the  three  years  before  the  issue  of 
this  Warrant,  and  as  I  have  been  advised  that 
the  Warrant  issued  under  this  Act  is  not  retro- 
spective in  its  action,  I  feel  constrained  to  take 
exception  to  that  portion  of  the  pension  al- 
lowed in  respect  of  these  two  years  ;  and  I  am, 
therefore,  unable  to  consider  that  the  sum  of 
£57  0«.  9^.  paid  an  account  thereof  during  the 
year  188d-6  as  properly  charged  against  the 
Vote." 

Well,  Sir,  the  matter  having  been  re- 
ported upon  by  the  Comptroller  and 
Auditor  General,  it  came  before  the 
Public  Accounts  Oommittee  ;  and  the 
Chairman  asked  a  question  of  Mr. 
Hamilton,  the  I^epre8entative  of  the 
Treasury  in  the  matter.  Mr.  Hamil- 
ton's answer  was — 

*'  It  is  a  question,  as  to  the  interpretation  of 
the  Treasury  Warrant,  as  to  whether  a  retro- 
spective ofifect  should  bo  given  under  that  War- 
rant or  not." 

It  was  thought  at  the  time  at  the  Trea- 
sury that  a  retrospective  effect  should 
be  given  to  it.    This  Treaaniy  officer 

said — 

"  I  think  wrongfully  so ;  and  I  think  that 
the  Comptroller  and  Auditor  General  ig  quite 
right  in  his  contention  that  the  Treasury  had 
no  business  to  give  retrospective  effect  to  that 
Warrant.  But  so  far  as  this  particular  case  is 
concerned  it  would  have  had  no  material  effect : 
because,  considering  what  the  services  of  Lord 
Lingen  have  been  to  the  State,  the  Trearary 
would  probably  not  have  hesitated  in  Babmitting 
a  case  to  Parliament  for  a  spedal  pension. 
Therefore,  the  difficulty  would  have  been  fpi 
over  in  that  way  had  he  not  made  up  his  official 
service  of  40  years." 

Then  Mr.  Hamilton  is  asked — **  That  is, 
if  Parliament  had  taken  the  same  ?iew 
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as  the  Treafiury  oflScials  ?  '*  "  No  ;  " 
he  said — 

*'The  9th  section  of  the  Superannuation 
Act  gives  the  Treasury  power  to  g^nt  pen- 
nons for  special  services  without  the  special 
consent  of  Parliament." 

Thea  he  was  further  asked — 

"And  if  the  Treasury  had  a  discretionary 
authority  which  they  desired  to  obtain,  they 
would,  in  that  case,  have  allowed  the  full  pcn- 
Bion?" 

His  answer  was — 

"  They  would  have  allowed  the  full  pension  ; 
but  they  would  have  stated  the  facts  to  Parlia- 
ment with  a  full  explanation." 

A  further  question  put  was  this — 

**  If  I  understand  you  aright,  you  admit  that 
the  contention  of  the  Comptroller  and  Auditor 
General  is  correct,  that  the  Warrant  under 
which  it  is  sought  to  cover  this  higher  pen- 
sion in  reality  has  no  retrospective  effect,  and 
ought  not  to  have  any  retrospective  effect  ?  " 

Mr.  Hamilton's  reply  was,  *'  That  is  so.'* 
Then  the  situation  is  simply  this — that 
the  Treasury,  in  order  to  serve  Lord 
Lin  gen,  a  Treasury  official,  give  a  re- 
trospective effect  to  a  Warrant  which, 
in  point  of  fact,  has  no  retrospective 
effect  at  all.  On  the  strength  of  that 
Warrant  they  have  given  him  a  pension 
to  which  he  is  entitled  ;  but  they  say — 
**  If  we  are^not  entitled  to  do  it  in  one 
way,  then,  at  any  rate,  under  another 
clause  of  the  Act  we  could,  if  he  had 
proceeded  under  it,  have  been  able  to 
effect  the  same  object  by  laying  a  special 
statement  before  Parliament  as  to  the 
eminent  services  rendered  by  Lord 
Lingen  to  the  Treasury."  But,  Sir,  the 
Treasury  has  not  been  able  to,  or  at  any 
rate  in  point  of  fact,  to  lay  before 
Parliament  this  detailed  statement  of 
the  eminent  services  of  Lord  Lingen. 
Therefore  they  are  not  entitled,  under 
Section  9  of  the  Act  in  question,  to  give 
the  special  pension,  neither  are  they  en- 
titled under  Clause  4,  and  the  Warrant 
issued  under  its  provisions,  to  give  him 
the  larger  pension  which  has  been 
objected  to  by  the  Comptroller  and 
Auditor  General.  The  pension,  there- 
fore, which  is  paid  to  Lord  Lingen  is 
clearly  illegal.  I  venture  to  contend 
that  not  only  is  it  illegal,  but  that  it  is 
also  improper  and  altogether  indecorous 
and  unseemly.  I  desire  to  speak  with 
ail  due  respect  of  Lord  Lingen.  lie  is 
a  gentleman  who  has  been  in  the  Civil 
Senrioe  for  a  long  time,  and  he  has  dis- 
charged his  duties   presumably  to  the 


best  of  his  power;  but  I  do  protest 
against  the  Treasury  coming  forward 
and  claiming  that  Lord  Lingen,  in  his 
long  career  in  the  Public  Service,  has 
manifested  any  special  qualification  what- 
soever which  justified  any  exceptional 
treatment  of  him  in  the  shape  of  pen- 
sion. But  I  say,  further  than  that,  that 
the  giving  to  Lord  Lingen  of  a  pension 
to  which  he  is  not  legally  entitled,  at 
the  same  time  that  you  treat  in  so  in- 
considerate and  harsh  a  manner  un- 
important members  of  the  Civil  Service, 
can  only  result  in  one  thing,  and  that  is 
a  deepening  conviction  in  the  Civil  Ser- 
vice that  the  Service  is  not  properly 
worked  or  supervised  ;  but  that  it  is 
worked  harshly,  and  that  it  is  worked 
unjustly — I  do  not  say  corruptly— in  re- 
spect of  men  in  high  positions.  Lord 
Lingen  was  in  a  high  position— he  was 
at  headquarters.  He,  of  all  men  in 
the  Service,  signalized  himself  for  years 
by  the  harshness  and  the  stringency 
with  which  he  treated  everybody  in  the 
Civil  Service.  If  there  was  any  possi- 
bility of  cutting  down  an  allowance,  if 
there  was  any  means  of  construing  the 
Regulations  in  a  niggardly  spirit,  Lord 
Lingen  was  sure  to  adopt  that  view. 
The  whole  of  his  record  is  of  the  same 
description.  The  whole  of  his  reputa- 
tion, however  well  -  established,  after 
years  of  experience  through  the  various 
branches  of  administration,  can  leave 
no  ground  for  doubt  as  to  the  tone  of 
thought  in  respect  of  appointments  of 
Civil  servants  generally,  unless  they 
happen  to  hold  high  places.  His  own 
case  came  in  for  consideration,  and  what 
do  we  find  ?  Why,  that  a  mere  job  has 
been  perpetrated  in  his  favour — a  job 
which,  if  it  had  been  perpetrated  in  respect 
of  someone  else.  Lord  Lingen  would  have 
been  the  first  to  object  to.  What  is  there 
to  be  said  in  justification  of  what  has 
been  done  ?  Absolutely  nothing.  The 
thing  is  illegal,  the  thing  is  improper, 
and  is  calculated  to  work  very  unjustly 
upon  every  rank  of  the  Civil  Service. 
Under  these  circumstances,  I  admit  that 
it  is  a  very  invidious  thing  to  do,  because 
I  have  had  personal  relations  with  Lord 
Lingen.  Still,  I  do  not  think  it  right 
that  a  statement  of  this  kind,  involving 
a  charge  of  the  nature  I  have  described, 
should  be  allowed  to  pass  without 
challenge  in  this  House ;  and,  therefore, 
I  beg  to  move  the  reduction  of  this  Vote. 
I  do  not  know  exactly  the  proper  way 
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would  Lave  been  fcome  tt^^p  taken  to  k: 
it  right  and  XLake  it  le^jal  ai-d  proper. 
In  CoDiinittee  in  tl:^  House,  orer  a:.i 
over  again  I  we  Lave  M:l  inters  Hsing  and 
expre.%iiing  their  inability  to  Etrain  anj 
f«oint  in  the  slightefct  degree  in  favo'ir  of 
the  widows  and  familie.^  of  poor  men 
who  have  died  in  the  Public  Senrice : 
but  here  we  Lave  the  .Secretary  to  the 
Treaaurj  rifling  at  midnight  and  say- 
ing that  when,  in  the  case  of  a 
high  official,  thej  have  discovered  that 
he  has  re^.-eived  an  improper  x>^Dsion, 
tliey  have  taken  no  steps  to  put  it 
right,  and  do  not  intend  to  do  so. 
That  is  a  state  of  things  which  I  mu6t 
say  I  never  exjiected  to  hear  in  this 
House  from  a  responsible  officer  of  the 
Treasury. 

Ml!.  W.  H.  SMITH :  I  have  heard 
the  hon.  Gentleman  with  some  surprise. 
It  is  the  practice  in  the  Public  .Service, 
and  the  law  of  the  Public  Service,  that 
the  Public  Accounts  should  be  referred 
to  the  Comptroller  and  Auditor  General, 
and  that  his  Report  on  these  accounts 
shall  bo  dealt  with  by  the  Committee  of 
Public  Accounts,  which  has  the  authority 
to  allow  or  disallow,  to  enforce  or  the 
contrary,  the  licjKjrts  of  the  Comptroller 
and  Auditor  General.  In  this  respect, 
tlie  hon.  Gentleman  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  has  read  out  the  77th  Article  of 
the  Heport  of  the  Committee  of  Public 
Accounts,  in  which  they  refuse  to  dis- 
allow the  item  in  question.  They  dis- 
tinctly assert  that  in  this  particular  in- 
stance the  matter  is  not  of  substantial 
importance,  as  Lord  Lingen's  services 
would,  no  doubt,  have  warranted  the 
Treasury  in  granting  him  a  special  pen- 
sion. Does  the  hon.  Baronet  suggest 
that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Government  to 
go  behind,  and  to  act,  independently  of, 
tho  Report  of  the  Committee  of  Public 
Accounts,  which  is  sot  up  by  this  House 
as  a  protection  to  tho  public  purse,  and 
as  a  special  tribunal  to  deal  with  the 
Reports  of  the  Comptroller  and  Auditor 
General  ?  Why,  it  would  be  an  act  most 
extraordinary  in  itself,  and  which  has 
never,  to  my  knowledge,  been  attempted 
to  bo  done  by  any  Government  or  Party. 
Roforonco  has  been  made  to  the  services 
of  Lord  Lingen,  but  it  must  bo  borne  in 
mind  that  Lord  Lingen  is  not  a  Member 
of  tho  Party  to  which  tho  present  Go- 
vernment belongs.  It  must  be  borne 
in  mind  that  Lord  Linden  did  not  receive 
his  pension  from  this  Government — that 

8%r  liJdtcard  Reed 


me  y^z^'.'Z.  Tis  ill  z^^^Zk'I  bj  a  Tki- 
smr  to  wrlih,  any  ITe^-ber  of  its  pre- 
sent Govemz:^-*  WlLc^ei  &:  iha;  ±s*. 

The  Tre*ri7T  wzldh,  gras.ic»i  iLr  f «isoa 
cor.5ir:ed  of  tie  lizLs  L:-^  G-rcilezuka 
the  Me=.ber  for  \L  £  L»: tliii:  Mr.  W.  L 
Gladst^.-ne  .  :Le  lighi  iL:«n.  ^jecileman 
the  Mei:iber  {jt  L^t-TZT  Sir  Wlilian 
Harc-jun^ .  and  the  TighihjiL.  G^zjilemMSi 
the  Member  for  Easi  WoIrerLamptoa 
'Mr.  Henry  H.  Fowler  :  ani  I  caiunlj 
do  not  accuse  any  of  these  right  hon. 
Gentlemen  of  any  desire  lo  deal  lightlj 
with  the  public  parse.  I  believe  they 
i  had  as  great  a  regard  for  the  pablu 
'  purse  as  we  claim  to  liAve  on  this  side 
'  of  the  House ;  but  thej  also  had  an  inti- 
mate knowledge  of  the  distinguished 
t  services  of  Lord  Lingen. 

Sia  EDWARD  REED :  Let  me  point 
out  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  that  the 
Members  of  the  Treasmy  to  whom  he 
refers  were,  at  the  time  of  the  grantmg 
of  the  pension,  ignorant  of  the  fact 
that  the  thing  should  not  be  retrospec- 
tive. 

Mb.  W.  H.  smith  :    They  granted 
it  in  g^ood  faith,  no  doubt,  ana  in  recog- 
nition of  the  valuable  services  of  Loid 
Lingen.     Then  the  fact  transpires  that 
the  particular  form  and  method  in  which 
it  has  been  granted  was  open  to  some 
doubt,  and  the  whole  subject  is  referred 
to  the  Comptroller  and  Auditor  General 
and  to  the  Committee  of  Public  Ac- 
counts, and  the  Committee  of  Public 
Accounts  took  upon  themselves  the  re- 
sponsibility of  saying  that  the  matter 
was  not  one  of  substantial  importance. 
Does  tho  hon.  Member  desire  to  pass  a 
censure  on  the  Committee  of   Public 
Accounts,  and  to   say  that  they  have 
neglect^  their  duty — a  majority,  or,  at 
any  rate,  some  of  them,  were  neglectful 
of  their  duty — to  the  country,  and  ought 
not  to  havo  inserted  that  paragraph  in 
their  Report  ?  I  believe  that  si^stantial 
justice  has  been  done,  and  that  Lozd 
Lingen's  pension  has   been  fully  and 
entirely  merited.    I  served  with  Lord 
Lingen  at  the  Treasury  durixig  three  or 
four  years,  and  I  can  bear  testimony  to 
his  zeal  and  his  devotion  to  the  Public 
Service.     I  believe  the  Public  Seriice 
never  had  a  servant  more  thoroughly 
devoted    to   their  interests  than  Lord 
Lingen  was  in  every  way ;  and  though 
it  has  been  remarked  that  Iiord  Luigen 
was  indifferent  to  the  claims    of  ths 
humbler  servants  of  the  Orown- 
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Mb.  AETHUE  O'CONNOE:   I 
not  say  that. 

Mb,  W.  H.  smith  :  I  think  the  hon. 
(Gentleman,  at  least,  implied  that  Lord 
Lmgen  had  administered  the  Depart- 
ment Tery  severely. 

Mb.  AETHUE  O'CONNOE:  Per- 
haps the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will  do 
me  the  justice  to  refer  to  my  words  if 
they  have  been  taken  down. 

Mb.  W.  H.  smith  :  I  did  not  take 
down  the  hon.  Gentleman's  words ;  but 
I  do  not  think  I  am  misrepresenting 
him  when  I  say  that  the  impression 
made  by  his  words  was  that  he  believed 
Lord  langen  to  have  been  harsh  and 
severe  and  strict  in  his  administration 
where  poor  men  were  concerned.  Well, 
Sir,  for  my  own  part,  I  can  bear  testi- 
mony, through  intimate  acquaintance 
with  Lord  Lingen  in  the  daily  adminis- 
tration of  his  Office,  to  this — that  when 
any  hard  cases  came  before  him,  and 
the  interests  of  the  persons  in  question 
were  represented  to  him,  ho  was  as 
humane  and  considerate  as  it  was  pos- 
sible for  a  man  to  be.  But  I  admit — and 
I  think  that  in  this  he  did  no  more  than 
his  duty — that  he  insisted  on  the  strict 

Eerformance  of  duty,  and  that  he  did 
old  the  purse-strings  tightly  when  he 
thought  that  an  attempt  was  being  made 
to  do  an  injustice  to  the  country  whose 
servant  he  was.  Never,  Sir,  has  there 
been  a  more  careful  or  a  more  devoted 
public  servant ;  and  if  a  mistake  has 
been  made  technically  in  the  form  and 
manner  in  which  this  pension  has  been 

granted  to  him,  it  is  abundantly  covered 
y  the  verdict  of  the  tribunal  which  the 
House  of  Commons  has  just  set  up. 

Mb.  mason  (Lanark,  Mid) :  I  feel 
called  upon,  as  a  Member  of  the  Public 
Accounts  Committee,  to  make  a  few 
remarks  upon  this  question.  I  cannot 
endorse  the  special  pleading  which  has 
been  given  to  us  by  the  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  (Mr. 
Jackson)  in  connection  with  this  par- 
ticular question.  I  may  state  that  1  do 
not  know  the  merits  of  Lord  Lingen, 
not  having  his  personal  acquaintance. 
I  am  not  acquainted  with  the  services  he 
has  rendered  to  the  State  ;  but  I  take  my 
position  on  the  ground  that  we  ought 
to  do  nothing  irregular  or  illegal.  This 
question  should  be  settled  on  that  basis. 
I  attended  the  meetings  of  the  Public 
Accounts  Committee  most  regularly ;  but 
I  am  bound  to  say  that  when  the  Com- 


mittee came  to  consider  the  question  of 
Lord  Lingen's  pension  I  was,  unhappily, 
called  away  to  Scotland  in  consequence 
of  domestic  affliction.  But  the  hon. 
Member  for  East  Donegal  (Mr.  Arthur 
O^Connor)  and  myself  had  resolved  to 
oppose  the  decision  of  the  Committee 
so  far  as  this  Vote  was  concerned,  and 
we  should  have  done  so  if  we  had  been 
present.  The  Keport  was,  however, 
sanctioned  in  my  absence,  and  I  believe 
in  the  absence  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
East  Donegal.  I  do  not  want  to  dispute 
the  matter  so  far  as  the  amount  is  con- 
cerned; but  I  hold  that  we  are  not  justi- 
fied in  pressing  this  Vote  on  in  an  illegal 
manner,  even  though  it  has  been  sanc- 
tioned by  the  Eeport  of  the  Public  Ac- 
counts Committee ;  and  I  wish,  as  a  Mem- 
ber of  the  Public  Accounts  Committee,  to 
state  most  distinctly  that  with  regard  to 
that  particular  matter  I  entirely  disagree 
with  it,  and  that  I  do  that  on  the  ground 
of  principle  simply.  I  do  not  suppose 
that  this  small  sum  of  money  which  Lord 
Lingen  is  to  receive  can  be  set  against  his 
valuable  services ;  but  I  mean  to  say  that 
we  ought  to  do  things  in  a  legal  and 
lawful  and  proper  manner,  either  with 
respect  to  the  highly- paid  servants  or  the 
lowly-paid  servants — in  regard  to  public 
officials  or  in  connection  with  servants 
of  the  Houses  of  Parliament.  If  this 
Motion  comes  to  a  Division,  I  shall  cer- 
tainly move  to  strike  out  this  amount, 
and  I  shall  do  so  on  the  ground  of  prin- 
ciple, because  I  cannot  agree  with  the 
Vote,  although  a  Member  of  the  Public 
Accounts  Committee.  There  is  no  De- 
partment connected  with  this  House 
which  is  not  amenable  to  Parliament ; 
and  I  think  that  if  the  Public  Accounts 
Committee  has  done  wrong,  the  House 
has  a  perfect  right  to  refuse  to  sanction 
its  decision. 

Mr.  PICKERSGILL  (Bethnal  Green, 
S.W.) :  It  is  not  often  that  we  find  the 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  in  a  melting  mood  ;  but  I 
thought,  if  I  may  say  so,  that  there 
was  quite  a  tear  in  his  voice  while  he 
was  referring  to  the  services  of  Lord 
Lingen.  As  an  old  Civil  Service  official, 
I  cordially  and  heartily  admit  that  Lord 
Lingen  was  a  good  public*servant.  But 
I  venture  to  think  that  Lord  Lingen  can- 
not possibly  complain  that  his  services 
have  not  been  recognized  by  the  State  ; 
and  it  is  absurd  to  say  that  he  per- 
formed anything    which  deserves   the 
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name  of  special  senrice.  WTe  have  been 
told— and  it  is  quite  true — ^that  Lord 
Lin  gen  was  a  strict  steward  of  the 
public  purse;  and  I  think  that,  when 
his  own  claim  came  to  be  considered,  to 
imitate  his  strictness  would  have  been 
the  best  compliment  which  could  have 
been  paid  to  him.  I  am  not  at  all  sur- 
prised at  the  conduct  of  the  Treasury  in 
this  matter.  It  is  quite  consistent  with 
their  settled  policy,  which  appears  to  be 
based  upon  a  misreading  of  a  Scripture 
text— 

''  Unto  him  that  hath  shall  be  given, 
and  unto  him  that  hath  not  even  that  which 
ho  aeemeth  to  have  ihall  be  taken  away." 

I  sincerely  hope  that  the  hon.  Member 
for  East  I)onegaI  will  go  to  a  Division 
on  this  matter,  and  if  he  does  I  shall 
have  the  greatest  pleasure  in  supporting 
him. 

^  Sir  RICHARD  TEMPLE  (Worcester, 
Evesham) :  I  am  unwilling  to  intrude 
myself  upon  the  House  at  this  lato  hour  ; 
but,  having  been  a  Member  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Public  Accounts,  I  cannot, 
after  what  has  been  said,  consent  to  give 
a  silent  vote.  Sir,  this  question  was 
most  carefully  considered  by  that  Com- 
mittee. The  lion.  Member  for  East 
Donegal,  who  has  introduced  this  ques- 
tion, was  not  himself  present  when  the 
subject  was  discussed. 

Mr.  ARTHUR  G'CpNNOR :  The 
Committee  on  that  particular  occasion, 
instead  of  meeting  at  2  o'clock,  as  was 
usual,  took  a  Sitting  at  half-past  12,  at 
which  hour  it  was  impossible  for  me  to 
attend. 

Sir  RICHARD  TEMPLE :  I  regret 
that  wo  had  not  tho  advantage  of  the 
attendance  of  tho  hon.  Member  for  East 
Donegal,  and  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Mid  Lanark  (Mr.  Mason);  but  I  can 
assure  them  both,  and  I  can  assure  the 
House,  that  the  question  was  most  care- 
fully considered  by  the  Committee.  I 
wish  the  hon.  Baronet  tho  Member  for 
London  University  (Sir  John  Lubbock), 
who  was  Chairman  on  that  occasion, 
were  here  to  bear  me  out  in  what  I  say. 
I  quite  admit,  in  reference  to  what  has 
been  said  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Mid 
Lanark,  that  this  question  ought  to  be 
considered  strictly  with  reference  to 
legality.  I  submit  to  the  House  that 
we  considered  it  in  that  light.  We  were 
aware  of  the  illegality  which  had  oc- 
curred, and  which  was  then  speoifioally 
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diflcoBsed;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  we 
were  guided  by  this  consideration— thit 
had  that  irregularity  been  known  at  tb 
time  it  would  have  been  rectified,  b^ 
cause  the  Treasory  had  power  to  grant 
special  pensions.  We  were  thus  cog- 
nizant of  all  that  has  been  brought  for- 
ward by  the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Treasury  this  evenings 
namely,  the  eminent  services  w£di 
Lord  Lingen  had  for  a  long  series  ol 
years  rendered  to  the  State;  and  we 
thought  it  would  not  be  worthy  of  the 
Representatives  of  a  great  nation  to 
raise  any  further  question  in  the  ease  of 
such  a  distingaished  servant,  especially 
considering  that  no  real  breach  of  the 
Regulations  had  occurred. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided: — ^Ayes  109  ;  Noes 
25  :  Majority  84.  [  12. 15  p.m.] 

AYES. 


Addison,  J.  E.  W. 
Agg-Gardner,  J.  T. 
Aird,  J. 
Amhrose,  W. 
Ashmead-Bartlett,  E. 
Baden-Powell^  Q.  S. 
Balfour,  rt.  hon.  A.  J. 
Bany,  A.  H.  Smith- 
Bereeford,  Lord  G.  W. 

Dela  Poor 
Bethell,  Commander  G . 

R. 
Bigwood,  J. 
,  Blimdell,  Col.  H.  B.  H. 
Bond,  G.  H. 
Bonsor,  H.  G.  O. 
Boord,  T.  W. 
Brodrick,  hon.  W.  St. 

J.  F. 
Brookfield,  A.  M. 
Bruce,  Lord  H. 
Burghley,  Lord 
Galdwell,  J. 
Garmarthen,  Marq.  of 
Gharring^n,  S. 
Clarke,  Sir  E.  G. 
Golomb,  Capt.  J.  G.  R. 
Cooke,  G.  W .  R. 
Corry,  Sir  J.  P. 
Cotton,  Capt.  E.  T.  D. 
Courtney,  L.  H. 
Davenport,  H.  T. 
De  Lisle,  E.  J.  L.  M. 

P. 
De  Worms,  Baron  H. 
Dickson,  Major  A.  G. 
Dimsdale,  Baron  R. 
Dyke,  rt.  hn.  Sir  "W. 

H. 
Egerton,  hon.  A.  de  T. 
Elton,  C.  I. 
Evelyn,  W.  J. 
Ewart,  W. 
Eyre,  Colonol  H. 


FergoBson,  right  hon. 

Finch,  G.  H. 
Fiaher,  W.  H. 
Fitzgerald,  R.  U.  P. 
Fitz-Wyenun,   Gen. 

Sir  F.  W. 
Fetcher,  Sir  H. 
Folkestone,  right  boa. 

Yiflcoiint 
Forwoodf  A.  B. 
Fraser,  General  C.  C. 
Gedge,  S. 
Gibson,  J.  G. 
Gilliat,  J.  S. 
Gk>d8on,  A.  F. 
Gtoldaworthy,    Hajor- 

General  W.  T. 
GkMchen,  rt.  hon.  G.  J. 
Gray,  0.  W. 
Grimston,  Yiaconnt 
Hall,  C. 
Hamilton,  right  hoo. 

LoidG.  F. 
Hamilton,  CoL  C.  £. 
Hamley,  Gen.  Sir  £. 

B. 
Heathoote,  Oapt  J.  H. 

Edwarda- 
Herbeit,  hon.  8. 
Hill,  right  hon.  Lord 

A.  W 
HiU,  Ooionel  E.  S. 
Hoare,  8. 
Holliuid,  rt.  hon.  Sir 

H.T. 
Hornby,  W.  H. 
Hnnt,  F.  8. 
Isaacs,  L.  H. 
Jackion,  W.  L. 
Jeffreys,  A«  h\ 
KeoTon  -  Slaney,  Col. 
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Harman,  right 
lion.  Ck>lonel  E.  R. 

Snowies,  L. 

Ltfone,  A. 

Lftwrenoe,  W.  F. 

Ltwiaham,  right  hon. 
Yiaoount 

Jjtmg,  W.  H. 

Macartney,  W.  G.  E. 

Macdomald,  rt.  hon.  J. 
H.  A. 

Madnre,  J.  W. 

Iftaniott,  rt.  hn.  W.  T. 

Matthews,  rt.  hon.  H. 

MazweU,  Sir  H.  E. 

MUvain,  T. 

Mount,  W.  G. 

Murdoch,  C.  T. 

Northcote,  hon.  H.  S. 

Parker,  hon.  F. 

PeUy,  Sir  L. 

Pltinket,rt.  hon.  P.  K. 


Powell.  F.  S. 
Pyne,  J.  D. 
Raikes,  rt.  hon.  H.  0. 
Rasch,  Major  F.  0. 
Ritchie,  rt.  hon.  C.  T. 
Robertson,  J.  P.  B. 
Roberteon,  \V.  T. 
Round,  J. 

Smith,  rt.  hon.  W.  H. 
Stanhope,  rt.  hon.  E. 
Stephens,  H.  C. 
Talbot,  J.  G. 
Temple,  Sir  R. 
ToUemache,  H.  J. 
Webster,  Sir  R.  E. 
Weymouth,  Viscount 
Whitmore,  C.  A. 
Wortley,  C.  B.  Stuart- 

TELLERS. 

Douglas,  A.  Akers- 
Walrond,  Col.  AV.  H. 


NOES. 

Biggar,  J.  G.  O'Kelly,  J. 

Garew,  J.  L.  Pickersgill,  E.  II. 

Clancy,  J.  J.  Provand,  A.  D. 

Conway,  M.  Reed,  Sir  E.  J. 

Conybeare,  C.  A.  V.        Rowlands,  J. 

Coflsham,  II.  Sexton,  T. 

Billwyn,  L.  L.  Stack,  J. 

Hunter,  W.  A .  Stanhope,  hon.  P.  J. 

Kelly,  J.  R.  Stewart,  H. 

M'Arthur,  W.  A.  Sullivan,  D. 
Nolan,  Colonel  J.  P.       Woodall,  W. 
Nolan,  J. 

O'Brien,  P.  tellers. 
O'Connor,  J.    (Tippe-    Mason,  S. 

rary)  O'Connor,  A. 

Besolution  agreed  to. 

Tenth  to  Seventeenth  Eesolutions 
agreed  to. 

Eighteenth  Besolution — 

*'That  a  turn,  not  exceeding  £651,848,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum 
neoeanry  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come 
in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending 
on  the  Slat  day  of  March  1888,  for  the  Salaries 
and  Expenses  of  the  Customs  Department  " 

— read  a  second  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
*'That  this  House  doth  agree  with  the 
Committee  in  the  said  Hesolution." 

Mb.  sexton  (Belfast,  W.) :  I  rise 
to  urge  on  Her  Majesty's  Government 
that  inquiry  should  be  held  into  the  case 
of  the  chief  officer  of  the  steamship  Cittf 
of  Bristol,  who  has  been  dismissed  from 
his  employment  in  consequence  of  the 
disoovery  of  contraband  cigars  in  the 
ship.  And  I  wish,  further,  to  ask  on 
what  ground  the  Government  refuse  to 
refund  the  sum  of  £20  exacted  from  the 
owners  of  the  vessel?  I  would  point  out 
that  the  officer  in  question,  who  has  al- 


ways borne  a  respectable  character,  who 
has  been  for  30  years  in  the  Merchant 
Service,  and  whom  the  owners  believe  to 
be  perfectly  innocent,  has  been  utterly 
ruined  in  consequence  of  the  represen- 
tations of  the  Customs  Authorities ;  and 
I  ask  the  Government  to  make  inquiry 
into  the  circumstances,  so  that,  if  pos- 
sible, he  may  be  restored  without  delay. 
I  now  come  to  the  question  of  the  Cus- 
toms Authorities  in  their  dealing  with 
Belfast  as  a  Customs  port.     From  in- 
quiries I  have  made,  I  find  the  treatment 
of  the  port  is  unfair  in  the  extreme.     I 
have  received  a  letter  from  a  man  of  ex- 
perience in  the  trade  of  Belfast,  and  he 
states  that  the  regulations  of  the  Cus- 
toms Department  constitute  a  consider- 
able obstruction  to  the  development  of 
the  foreigpi  trade  of  the  port.     Another 
statement  is  that  foreign  merchants  do 
not  consign  cargoes  to  the  port  to  the 
extent  that  they  would  if  the  Customs 
arrangements  were  better.     And,  fur- 
ther, not  long  ago  I  brought  to  the  no- 
tice of  the  House  the  case  of  a  firm 
whose  contribution  to  the  revenue  was 
£26,000  a-year,  and  whose   trade  had 
doubled,  but  who  were  obliged  to  make 
many  applications  to  the  Customs  Autho- 
rities before  they  could  get  permission 
to  open  a  bonded  store.    The  Customs 
revenue  from  Belfast  has  quadrupled  in 
30  years.     The  revenue  of  last  year  ex- 
ceeded that   of  the  previous    year   by 
£130,000  ;    and,  in  spite  of  that,   the 
Government  added  only  £500  or  £600 
a-year  to  the  Customs  establishment  of 
the  port.       Now,  Belfast  is   the  third 
port  in  the  United  Kingdom  in  point  of 
contribution  to  the  revenue ;  it  comes 
next  after  London  and  Liverpool.    Lon- 
don gives  £10,000,000  to  the  Customs 
revenue,    and  the   establishment   costs 
£325,000;  Liverpool  gives  £3,100,000, 
and  the  establishment    costs   £98,000 ; 
Belfast  comes  next  with  its  revenue  of 
£1,600,000  a-year,  and  what  is  the  pre- 
sent establishment  ?    It  is  represented 
by   £15,000.       The  first  comparison  I 
make  is  that  in  London  the  cost  of  col- 
lecting the   Customs  revenue   is  3*11; 
Liverpool,  3.10 ;  and  in  Belfast  it  is  0*9  ; 
so  that  every  pound  of  revenue  collected 
in  London  costs  for  its  collection  three 
and  a- half  times  what  it  costs  in  Bel- 
fast, and  similarly  with  Liverpool.     I 
want  to  have  it  made  clear  to  me  why 
the  collection    of    £1    of   revenue    at 
London  and  Liverpool  costs  three  and 
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yields  £!  ,000,000  in  revenue,  and  I  aak  -  you  compare  Belfast,  it  has  only  a  very 


what  amount  i%  Mpent  on  the  eatabli-^h- 
inent?  It  i«  £23,000;  Si  that  every 
£1  of  revenue  collected  there  costs  two 
and  a-half  times  aa  much  aa  in  Belfast. 
The  revenue  at  IIuJI  la  £11 'J, 000  a-year; 
the  C*ijat/;ma  f.-atabliahment  there  costa 
£20,000,  and  the  oat  of  the  collection  of 
roven lie  ia  20  timea  greater  than  the 
collection  at  Belfast.  Now,  with  regard 
to  l)uhlin.  It  haa  been  alleged  in  the 
vnHfi  of  Belfant  that  tfie  reason  why  the 
CiiatornH  entfthliahrnent  there  ia  so  small 
iH  that  the  foreign  trade  there  ia  limited. 
No  doubt,  ill  comparison  with  the 
foreign  trade  at  largo  porta,  it  ia  limited, 
find  HO  is  the  foreign  trade  of  Dublin; 
in  that  respect  they  both  stand  on  an 
equality  ;  and,  therefon*,  if  the  limited 
oxtftnt  of  its  foreign  trade  wore  an  argu- 
Tuent  against  Belfast,  the  argument 
would  apply  to  Dublin.  The  revenue  of 
Dublin  is  £850,000  a-year,  and  the  cost 
of  the  OuHioma  ostablishment  there  is 
£15, 1*27;  H')  that  every  £1  of  revenue 
i!ollo(rtod  at  Dublin  costs  twice  as  much 
as  at  IJolfast.  Here,  then,  are  two 
ports  in  Irnland,  with  the  same  amount 
of  f(in»ign  trade,  and  wo  have  the  Cus- 
toms ostaljlislimout  at  one  as  nearly  as 
l)oa8iblo  double  what  it  is  at  the  other. 
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small  part  of  the  Customs  e«tablishmeat 
to  which  it  Is  entitled.  We  hare  a  Be- 
turn  of  37  principal  ports  in  the  United 
Kingdom,  showing  the  annual  rerenae 
collected  at  each  of  them,  and  from  that 
Return  I  have  obtained  this  extraordi- 
nary result.  The  cost  of  collection  of 
rerenue  per  cent  is  as  follows: — at 
Barrow  24,  Bristol  4-5,  Cardiff  27, 
Dover  18,  Folkestone  15,  Gbimsby  8. 
Liverpool  3,  London  3,  Newharen  18, 
Newport  14,  Eochester?,  Sunderland  9, 
Weymouth  20,  Shields  6,  Dundee  21. 
Glasgow  a  little  over  2,  Grangemouth 
20,  l^ith  4|,  Dublin  1}— the  lowest  on 
the  list  is  1  per  cent,  and  Belfast  stands 
at  0*9.  If  it  could  be  contended  that 
the  Customs  establishment  was  sufltcient 
for  the  requirements  of  the  Port  of  Bel- 
fast I  would  make  no  complaint;  bat 
when  we  have  complaints  from  mer- 
chants in  the  town  that  foreign  mer- 
chants are  kept  from  trading  with  tiio 
port  because  of  the  deficient  establish- 
ment, and  that  traders  cannot  g^t  from 
the  Government  any  consideration  of 
their  claims  to  establish  bonded  stores, 
then  I  say  that  there  most  be  somethiag 
wrong,  and  it  is  time  that  the  whole 
matter  should  be  looked  into.    I  haTS 


1789 


Supply-- 


{September  8,  1887} 


Report, 


1790 


never  Been  the  collector  of  Customs  at 
Belfast;  I  know  nothing  about  him, 
although  I  believe  him  to  be  an  efficient 
officer.  Now,  with  regard  to  salary.  At 
Glasgow  and  Bristol,  with  two-thirds  of 
the  yield  of  revenue  of  Belfast,  and  at 
Hull,  with  one  fourteenth,  the  collectors 
have  each  £800  a-year.  At  Belfast  the 
collector  has  £700,  and  the  collector  at 
Dublin  the  same.  Why  is  that  ?  It  is 
because  they  are  Irish  ports.  The  hon. 
Oentleman  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
smiles ;  but  I  can  discover  no  other  dis- 
tinction to  account  for  the  disparity.  I  ask 
that  the  collector  of  Customs  at  Belfast 
shall  be  placed  on  a  level  with  the  col- 
lectors at  the  other  ports  I  have  men- 
tioned— Glasgow,  Bristol,  and  Hull. 
Then  with  regard  to  the  number  of  sur- 
veyors. At  Glasgow  there  are  five  sur- 
veyors, and  one  of  them  is  a  surveyor  of 
the  first  class;  in  Bristol,  which  con- 
tributes two-thirds  of  the  revenue  of 
Belfast,  there  are  only  two,  and  yet  one 
of  them  is  a  surveyor  of  the  first  class ; 
at  Hull  there  are  four  surveyors,  one  of 
them  being  of  the  first  class ;  Leith  has 
three,  one  of  whom  is  of  the  first  class  ; 
bat  at  Belfast,  with  its  enormous  return, 
there  are  four  surveyors,  and  yet  not 
one  of  the  four  is  a  surveyor  of  the  first 
dass.  This,  I  say,  is  degrading  the 
port  in  a  manner  which  is  not  justifiable, 
and  I  ask  that  one  of  the  surveyors  in 
Belfast  should  be  rated  as  a  surveyor  of 
the  first  class.  If  this  were  done,  and 
if  the  hon.  Gentleman  will  agree  that 
the  collector  shall  be  placed  in  respect 
of  salary  on  a  level  with  the  collectors  at 
Glasgow,  Bristol,  and  Hull,  I  would  be 
ready  to  take  it  as  an  earnest  that  the 
GK>vemment  will  take  the  whole  matter 
into  consideration  ;  and  then,  if  they 
are  unable  to  discover  some  justifiable 
reason  or  trace  of  it  for  placing  Belfast 
in  an  inferior  position  to  ports  far  below 
it  in  respect  of  revenue,  I  would  ask 
thit  all  the  circumstances  should  be 
looked  into,  and  that  an  extension  of 
establishment  at  Belfast  shall  take 
place,  and  that  proportionate  to  the 
great  and  progressive  increase  of  the 
trade  of  the  port. 

Sir  JAMES  CORRY  (Armagh,  Mid) : 
I  may  mention  that  the  case  of  the 
steamer  City  of  Bristol^  with  regard  to 
Customs,  was  brought  to  my  notice  some 
time  ago,  and  a  Petition  was  presented  to 
the  Board  of  Customs,  which  I  know  is 
under  consideration.    I  wish  also  to  state 


that,  although  I  have  been  connected 
with  the  trade  of  Belfast  for  30  years, 
this  is  the  first  time  I  have  heard  that 
foreign  merchants  were  prevented  send- 
ing their  goods  there  in  consequence  of 
the  inadequate  facilities  being  given  by 
the  Board  of  Customs.  I  again  say, 
emphatically,  that  I  have  never  heard 
such  a  complaint  before.  I  am  quite 
aware  that  we  have  for  a  long  time 
been  anxious  that  Belfast  should  be 
made  a  first-class  port ;  but  that  has 
nothing  to  do  with  the  number  of  sur- 
veyors, or  with  the  establishment  kept 
up  there  by  the  Board  of  Customs.  I 
think  it  only  right  to  say  that  I  have 
never  heard  of  the  claims  made  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  West  Belfast. 

The  SECRETARY  to  the  TREA- 
SURY  (Mr.  Jackson)  (Leeds,  N.) :  The 
hon.  Member  for  West  Belfast  (Mr. 
Sexton),  in  bringing  forward  this  ques- 
tion, has  spoken  of  the  niggardly  and 
cheeseparing  policy  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  SEXTON:  That  is  the  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  JACKSON :  I  may  say  this  is  not 
a  new  charge ;  and  I  will  go  further, 
and  add  that  if  it  is  a  true  charge  I  am 
very  glad  of  it.  The  hon.  Gentleman 
has  gone  into  statistics  which  I  admit 
at  once  show  that,  having  regard  to 
revenue,  and  having  regard  also  to  the 
amount  of  business  done,  the  Port 
of  Belfast  is  worked  with  exceeding 
economy  as  compared  with  some  other 
towns. 

Mr.  sexton  :  All  other  towns. 

Mr.  JACKSON :  I  will  say  all  of 
them.  If  the  hon.  Gentleman  had  made 
the  economical  working  of  the  Customs 
at  Belfast  a  reason  for  attacking  the 
extravagance  which  exists  elsewhere,  I 
could  very  well  have  understood  his 
doing  so,  and  should,  to  some  extent, 
have  supported  him.  But  the  hon. 
Gentleman  has  not'  shown — and  the 
hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for  Mid 
Armagh  (Sir  James  Corry)  has  rather 
confirmed  what  I  anticipated — that  at 
Belfast  there  is  no  lack  of  staff  to  do 
the  necessary  work,  and  provide  facili- 
ties for  trade.  The  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  West  Belfast  has  also  re- 
ferred to  the  question  of  bonded  ware- 
houses ;  and  on  this  point  I  would  say 
that  it  is  clearly  the  duty  of  the  Board 
of  Customs  to  avoid  the  increased  expen- 
diture which  would  result  from  gpranting 
further  bonding  facilities  if  those  already 
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in  existence  are  ample  for  the  require- 
ments of  the  past,  and  I  presume  that  is 
the  cafse  in  the  present  instance.  The  hon. 
Gentleman  has  quoted  statistics  of  re- 
venue and  the  cost  of  Customs  establish- 
ments at  various  ports;  but  I  am  bound 
to  say  that  the  revenue  of  a  port  is  not 
necessarily  evidence  of  the  staff  neces- 
sary to  be  kept  there  for  Customs  pur- 
Eoses,  or  that  it  can  be  taken  as  a  sound 
asis  for  estimatinfc  the  services  of  the 
staff.  The  staff  which  may  be  necessary 
for  the  Customs  Department  at  a  parti- 
cular port  is  regulated  not  by  the 
amount  of  revenue  collected,  but  by  the 
amount  of  work  which  the  staff  is  called 
on  to  perform,  and  that  work  is  regu- 
lated and  determined  more  by  the  num- 
ber of  foreign  ships  which  enter  the  port 
than  by  any  other  circumstance  whatever. 
Take  the  case  of  Kirkoaldy,  and  com- 
pare it  with  Belfast.  Looking  at  Bel- 
fast in  that  light,  according  to  the  Eetum 
that  the  hon.  Gentleman  moved  for  in 
the  year  1887— that  is  the  year  ending 
the  8l8tof  March,  1887— there  were  389 
vessels  entered  under  the  heading  of 
foreign  trade  of  a  tonnage  of  251,402  in 
Belfast.  But  at  Kirkcaldy  there  were 
2,B58  vessels  with  a  tonnage  of  784,000. 
Mr.  sexton  :  There  is  the  coasting 
trade. 

Mr.  JACKSON  :  I  am  following  my 
own  argument,  and  I  say  that  the  staff 
required  at  a  port  is  more  determined 
by  the  number  of  foreign  vessels  than 
the  amount  of  foreign  trade.  The 
Uouse  knows  very  well  that  it  is  more 
important,  in  the  matter  of  the  preven- 
tion of  smuggling,  to  look  after  vessels 
that  came  from  foreign  ports  than  it  is 
to  look  after  vessels  that  merely  do 
coasting  trade.  In  Glasgow  there  are 
2,128  vessels,  with  a  total  tonnage  of 
2,282,659  tons.  Then  Hull  has  been 
mentioned,  and,  following  the  same  line, 
we  may  say  there  are  there  5,218  vessels, 
with  a  total  tonnage  of  2,998,368.  There- 
fore, the  number  of  foreign  vessels 
coming  into  Hull  is  about  sixteen  times 
us  great  as  those  entering  Belfast.  Then 
Bristol  has  been  mentioned,  and  there  the 
numbers  are,  1,020  foreign  vessels,  with 
a  tonnage  of  744,837  tons.  In  Leith 
the  number  of  foreign  vessels  is  2,365, 
with  a  tonnage  of  1,227,623  tons.  In 
Cork  the  number  of  foreign  vessels  is 
226,  and  the  tonnage  138,644  ;  while  in 
Dublin  the  figures  are  490  foreign  ves- 
sels, with  a  tonnage  of  286,007  tons.     I 
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mention  that  as  a  proof  of  the  necessitj 
of  keeping  up  a  large  staff  in  certiin 
oases.  ^e  hon.  Member  has  re- 
ferred to  Dublin,  and  has  said  that  the 
collector  in  Dublin  han  the  same  salirj 
as  the  collector  at  Belfast,  and  the  staff 
is  about  the  same. 

Mr.  sexton  :  No ;  relative  to  the 
revenue  of  Dublin. 

Mr.  JACKSON :  I  mean  the  cost  is 
about  the  same.  I  am  not  speaking 
about  the  revenue ;  but  I  would  point 
out  that  in  Dublin  there  is  what  I  may 
call  a  central  office,  and  that  the  staff 
in  Dublin  discharges  duties  which  cover 
over  parts  of  Ireland,  perhaps,  besides 
Dublin.  That,  I  believe,  will  account 
for  any  increase  of  cost  in  the  staff  as 
compared  with  Belfast.  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber has  referred  to  London.  Well,  it 
is  hardlj  necessary  to  point  out  that 
London  is  the  centre  of  the  Customs 
Staff,  and  that,  therefore,  to  compare  the 
total  cost  and  the  percentage  of  cost  in 
London  to  that  of  Belfast  is  not  com- 
paring like  with  like.  I  admit  that 
Belfast  is  worked  very  economically, 
having  regard  to  the  revenue  it  pro- 
duces. The  revenue  has  continued  to 
increase,  and  one  knows  perfectly  well 
that  in  the  case  of  a  growing  and  thriving 
revenue  one  can  get  it  more  cheaply 
collected  than  in  the  case  of  a  more  or 
less  declining  revenue.  The  number  of 
vessels  on  the  foreign  trade  at  BeUlast, 
I  am  sorry  to  see,  does  not  show  a  dis- 
position to  increase,  because  in  1885  the 
number  was  495,  in  188()  it  was  431, 
and  in  1887  it  was  887.  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber has  stated  that  the  merchants  com- 
plain that  the  trade  is  impaired  thereby 
the  restrictions  which  are  put  upon  it 
Well,  Sir,  I  think  the  House  will  receive 
that  statement  with  a  certain  amount  of 
hesitation,  because  everybody  who  is 
connected  with  the  business  here,  or  who 
knows  anything  about  the  bosiness, 
must  know  perfectly  well  that  unlese 
there  were  very  eross  misuse  of  the 
powers  possessed  oy  the  Customs  no 
restrictions  which  could  be  put  npon 
business  could  at  all  interfere  with  the 
cargoes  to  Belfast  as  compared  with 
Bristol,  if  Belfast  were  the  best  port  to 
send  them  to.  I,  quite  as  mudL  as  the 
hon.  Gentleman,  would  hail  with  satis- 
faction the  development  of  the  Port  of 
Belfast ;  but  surely  the  hon.  Qentleman 
will  not  ask  me  unnecesaarilj  to  inersaie 
the  cost  of  the  Customs  Department  in 


1793 


Supply— 


{September  8,  1887} 


Report, 


1794 


that  port.  I  can  assure  him  that,  as  I 
have  already  said,  I  have  called  the 
attention  of  the  Customs  Authority  to 
the  matter.  I  am  sure  they  will  do 
what  they  can  to  give  Belfast  a  proper 
ataff,  hut  I  hope  I  shall  not  he  pressed 
to  make  any  declaration  with  regard  to 
the  increase  of  salaries. 

Mr.  sexton  :  I  should  like  to  ask 
whether  the  hon.  Gentleman  would 
specially  consider  the  question  of  plac- 
ing the  collectors  and  one  of  the  sur- 
veyors on  the  same  level  with  regard  to 
salary  as  in  similar  ports  in  England. 

Mr.  JAOKSON  :  I  would  point  out 
that  the  collector  in  England  is  in  the 
same  position  as  the  collector  in  Dublin. 
I  am  afraid  I  cannot  promise  any  in- 
crease in  the  salary  of  this  officer.  I 
have  said  that  I  will  call  the  attention 
of  the  Customs  Authorities  to  the 
matter.  I  am  sure  they  are  all  most 
anxious  to  do  all  they  can  to  give  Bel- 
fast its  proper  position  and  status ;  but 
1  hope  the  hon.  Member  will  not  ask  me 
to  give  any  positive  pledge  in  the 
matter. 

Mr.  EWART  (Belfast,  N.) :  This  sub- 
ject is  one  which  has  engaged  the  atten- 
tion of  the  local  bodies  in  Belfast  for 
some  years.  There  used  to  be  at  onetime 
first,  second,  and  third  class  ports,  and 
at  that  time  it  was  of  advantage  to  Bel- 
fast that  it  was  not  of  the  first  class. 
But  that  system  of  classification  has 
been  done  away  with,  and  at  the  present 
time  I  believe  there  is  no  ground  for 
the  allegation  that  the  shipowners  of 
Belfast  suffer  through  not  having  a  first- 
olasB  collector  and  a  first-class  assistant. 
However,  I  do  think  that  the  case  made 
out  is  a  very  strong  one  for  the  raising 
of  the  salary  of  the  collector  and  his 
assistants.  There  is  a  very  large  amount 
of  revenue  collected  in  Belfast,  and  the 
principle  is  recognized  that  where  a 
g^eat  deal  of  responsibility  exists  the 
pay  should  be  in  proportion  to  it.  There 
is  serious  dissatisfaction  felt  by  the  col- 
lector in  Belfast,  and  he  is  very  often 
shifted.  We  no  sooner  get  a  really  good 
man  than  he  wishes  to  get  a  larger 
salary.  I  do  hope  that  the  Government 
will  see  their  way  to  raising  the  salary 
of  the  collector  and  his  assistant. 

Mr.  PICKEESGILL  (Bethnal  Green, 
S,W.) :  I  rise  to  call  attention  to  the 
grievance  of  a  very  humble  body  of 
y^ublio  servants.  I  refer  to  a  certain 
class    of     extra    messengers    in    the 
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Customs.     I  asked  the  hon.  Gentleman 
the    Secretary    to   the    Treasury  about 
this  business  a  little  while  ago,  but  I 
think  the  hon.  Gentleman  either  did  not 
altogether  appreciate  my  question,  or  he 
himself  was  misinformed  on  the  matter, 
benause  he  said  these  men  were  paid  3«.  a- 
day  when  employed.  That  is  not  the  class 
of  men  to  whom  I  desire  to  direct  his 
attention.      The  class  I  refer  to  are  not 
''  glut  men,''  so  called.     They  are  not 
paid  df.  a  day,  but  d«.  6^.,  and  their 
employment  is  continuous.    Their  griev- 
ance is    that    on  the  public    holidays, 
when  perforce  they  are  idle,  they  are 
not  paid,  and  that  actually  on  the  Jubilee 
Day  they  were  not  paid.     I  am  afraid 
they  will  have  no  very  pleasant  recollec- 
tion of  the  Jubilee  Bay,  and  their  senti- 
ments on  the  matter  can  hardly  be  very 
loyal.     All  I  ask  for  is  that  they  should 
be  paid  their  wages  on  these  four  Bank 
holidays,  the   Queen's  birthday,  Christ- 
mas  Day,    and  Good   Friday,  that  is, 
seven  days  altogether.     The  grounds  on 
which  the   claim  is  based    are  briefly 
these.      In  the  first  place,  as  I  have  in- 
dicated, they  are  not  ''  glut  men,"  em- 
ployed now    and    then,  but   they  are 
servants  of  the  State  in  constant  em- 
ployment.     Secondly,    they    are    men 
of  very   long     service,  some    of  them 
having  served   29   years,    and,   having 
taken  the  trouble  to  strike  an  average, 
I  find  that  their  service  averages  no  less 
than  1 7  years.    In  the  third  place,  these 
men  do  precisely  the  same  work  as  the 
established  messengers  of  the  Customs, 
who  receive  from  £70  to  £100  a-year, 
and  have  16  days'  leave  in  the  year. 
Now,  it  occurred  to  me   to   ask  these 
men  when   they  put    their  case  before 
me  how  it  was   that  when   a  vacancy 
occurred  in    the    class   of    established 
messengers,  these  extra  men  were  not 
appointed  to  fill    these  vacancies.      I 
am    informed  by    these    men  that  the 
reason  is  this.     Appointments    to    the 
class  of   established  messengers  are  in 
the  gift  of  the  Treasury.      They    are 
made,  I  am  informed,  on  the  nomination 
of  Members  of  this  House,  and  they 
constitute,  in  fact,  one  of  the  relics,  I 
may  call  it,  of  the  old  system  of  patron- 
age.    Now,  Sir,  with  regard  to  the  men 
performing  similar  functions  in    other 
offices — take    the    case   of    the    extra 
messengers  at  the  Admiralty — the  tem- 
porary   messengers    at    the  Admiralty 
I  have  21«.  per  week,  the  same  as  these 
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been  proposing  some  heavy  duties  upon 
the  manufacture  of  tobacco  instead  of 
taking  the  step  of  reducing  those  duties. 
Instead  of  endeavouring  to  ruin  the  to- 
bacco industry  of  Ireland  the  Govern- 
ment took  a  stop  which  I  should  have 
thought  would  have  been  considered  to 
be  to  the  interest  of  both  the  manu- 
facturer and  consumer — namely,  a  step 
in  the  direction  of  the  reduction  of  the 
Tobacco  Duty.  I  think  everyone  who 
has  listened  to  the  speech  of  the  hon. 
Member  must  consider  that  there  was 
great  extravagance  in  his  language 
when  he  argued  that  the  manufacture 
of  rv>Il  tobacco  in  Ireland  had  been  in- 
jured in  consequence  of  the  reduction 
of  duty.  Now,  I  assure  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman— though  I  do  not  imagine  my 
assurar.oe  will  carry  much  weight  with 
him — I  rejrrot  extremelv  that  the  manu- 
facturors  of  roll  tobacco  in  Ireland ,  or 
that  any  of  the  industries  in  Ireland, 
should  consider  themselves  damaged  by 
the  propv^sals  I  have  had  the  honour  to 
submit  to  Parliament.  The  Government 
and  I  have  been  most   anxious  to  do 

r?rfoc:  justice  to  Ireland  in  this  matter, 
should  have  thought  there  was  evidence 
in  :ho  Fudget  of  my  anxiory  to  be  per-    « 
fot^tlv  v.:st  :.^  Ireland.     I  wish  to  sav  no  !  ti 
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precisely.  I  do  not  know  what  docu- 
ment the  hon.  Member  alludes  to,  but  I 
am  aware  of  what  took  place.  The 
representations  which  were  made  to  me 
were  made  in  reply  to  questions  I  pat, 
not  to  the  cigar  manufacturers,  but  to 
the  manufacturers  of  manufactured  to 
bacco.  I  asked  whether  their  positioi 
was  analogous  to  that  of  the  cigar  manu 
facturers,  and  they  assured  me  that  i 
was  not.  There  was  no  question  of  rol 
tobacco,  I  say,  uppermost  at  that  time 
With  regard  to  the  concession  made  t 
the  cigar  manufacturers  as  comparer 
with  the  manufacturers  of  roll  tobacG* 
there  is  this  difference — in  the  case  o 
the  cigar  manufacturers,  the  momen 
they  suspended  their  operations  thi 
market  might  have  been  flooded  wit! 
foreign  cigars  paying  a  lower  duty,  ant 
the  maniifacturers  would  have  had  nt 
means  whateyer  of  recouping  them 
selves.  There  is  no  analogous  dream 
stance  in  the  manufacture  of  roll  to 
bacco  in  Ireland,  which  is  a  speciality  ii 
Ireland.  Customers  keep  to  that  puti 
cular  article,  and  there  is  very  little  com* 
petition,  as  is  shown  by  the  remark  oi 
the  hoD.  Member  that  the  manufacturen 
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uav.*,::'A.:urt>,  1  ha.i  :::A,:i«  :!%  conc-js^ion  \  ii  all  these  men  had  been  diachaiged 
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could  not  supply  the  demand  when  tlu 
_  ^  time  arrived,  ^ut  in  the  case  of  the 
niv^TV  iu  r^'ply  to  the  taunts  of  the  hon. ;  cigar  manufacturers,  if  they  had  BUft 
Go:;;lomau  to  the  etftc:  that  the  Govern-  I  pended  operations  from  the  2lBt  o 
men:  have  purp^  sely  nejjleoted  Irish  »  April  to  the  2l8t  of  May,  they  woul< 
intow*:*  in  this  matter.  The  hon.  Gen- ;  not  have  been  able  to  recoup  themfldvefl 
tleiv.an  called  att^ntiv  n  to  the  deputation  ;  because  they  had  to  compete  with  th 
wh'vh  -      - 

TV 

to 
rv: 

lavturt'T*.     Jr.At  :s  r..-t  «.> :  I  -ev^r  r:-iie    that  the  concession  was  prompted  b; 

priitical  consideraticiis. 

Ms.  CLA>'CY :  As  a  matter  of  fid 
Irishmen  veredisemployed. 

Mr..  GOSCHEX :  I  haTe  got  Hn 
ex5c:  rnzibers  of  those  disraaiged 
Whf  r.  I  heard  of  the  diaehazges  I  madi 
:= :  u:r:-:5.  atid  I  find  that  in  Belfiul,  fa 
:-st^->?.  which  is  one  of  the  IngM 
^Ttitre^  :f  the  tobacco  maaofiaelaie— - 
M3;.  CLANCY:  Was  it  fnat  ih 
«_T  jTrztle—aa  who  infonned  yen  tlia 
:1t  rri.-T  ne^d  u-m  be  lowerod  until  th 
TV :.  ;:-r-i  vi.;^^  came  into  opermtioii? 

>!^5.    vr:»S*?HEX :    1   am  quite  pK 
r'.T^i:.ii:  the  hoa.  GcBaemaB  riMyal 
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interrupt  me  when  he  has  got  any- 
thing reasonable  to  suggest.  To  whom 
does  he  think  I  should  go  for  informa- 
tion except  to  tlie  officers  of  the  Inland 
Sevenue  who  have  got  tho  tobacco 
dnty  in  their  charge  ?  I  had  an  official 
Setorn  made  to  me  of  the  number 
of  discharges  because  I  had  been 
threatened  with  wholesale  discharges. 
At  Belfast  the  total  number  of  men  who 
were  discharged  was  II,  and  instead  of 
800  being  discharged  in  Dublin,  I  think 
the  number  discharged  temporarily  was 
950.  It  is  a  curious  fact  that  the  quan- 
tity of  tobacco  which  was  taken  out 
during  the  month  in  which  I  was  in- 
formed the  trade  would  be  stopped  was 
Tery  nearly  as  great  as  the  quantity 
taken  out  in  any  of  the  previous  months. 
Therefore,  tho  alarm  which  took  place 
with  regard  to  the  discharge  of  work- 
men was  quite  illusory.  I  will  admit 
to  the  hon.  Member  and  to  the  House 
that  you  cannot  have  any  great  change, 
you  cannot  reduce  or  increase  duty  with- 
out causing  some  inconvenience,  and 
possibly  some  loss  to  some  parties.  No 
one  regrets  that  more  than  myself,  but 
in  this  case  the  number  of  workmen  dis- 
charged was  greatly  exaggerated,  and 
it  is  also  a  question  whether  manu- 
facturers did  not  take  advantage  of  the 
opportunity  to  discharge  a  certain  num- 
lier  of  their  workmen,  and  lay  the  blame 
at  the  door  of  the  Government.  The 
hon.  Gentleman  has  referred  to  a  double 
loss.  The  House  will  agree  with  me 
that  it  is  hardly  fair  to  speak  of  a  double 
loss,  since,  if  the  manufactories  con- 
tinued operations,  the  workmen  would 
not  lose  by  being  discharged,  and  if  the 
workmen  were  discharged  the  manu- 
fkcturers  would  not  lose  by  taking  the 
raw  material  out  of  bond  at  tho  higher 
rate  of  duty.  In  1878,  when  the  duty 
was  increased,  the  manufacturers  had 
an  opportunity  of  making  a  profit  equal 
to  the  loss  they  allege  they  have  now 
sustained.  They  had  large  stocks  of 
tobacco  on  hand  at  that  time,  and  when 
the  duty  was  increased  thoy  immediately 
increased  the  price  to  the  consumer,  and 
gained  a  profit  which  was  analogous  to 
the  loss  they  allege  they  have  now  sus* 
tained.  In  the  particular  case  to  which 
the  hon.  Gentleman  refers,  the  demand 
for  the  article  had  not  been  diminished 
and  the  manufacturers  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  disposing,  I  trust,  profitably  of 
their  stock.    I  certainly  would  be  the 


last  person  to  cause  any  lo«s  to  be  sus- 
tained by  any  industry  in  Ireland,  but 
if  any  loss  has  been  sustained  it  was  due 
to  changes  which  under  the  circum- 
stances were  unavoidable.  Having 
drawn  my  attention  to  this  point,  the 
hon.  Gentleman  is  anxious  that  an 
average  sample  should  be  taken  with  re- 
gard to  certain  classes  of  tobacco,  and 
that  a  certain  amount  of  moisture  should 
be  allowed.  But  we  have  not  alone  to 
consider  the  interest  of  the  manufac- 
turer but  the  interest  of  the  consumer  in 
this  matter,  and  accordingly  we  have 
decided  that  the  purchaser  of  an  ounce 
of  tobacco  is  not  to  pay  for  more  than  35 
per  cent  of  moisture.  That,  I  think,  is 
a  large  allowance.  The  percentage 
includes  natural  moisture,  which  no 
doubt  the  hon.  Gentleman  will  under- 
stand may  extend  to  a  large  quantity  in 
many  instances.  I  am  informed  that 
there  would  be  gpreat  difficulty  as  regards 
taking  an  average,  and  may  conclude 
my  remarks  by  saying  that  it  would  be 
contrary  to  the  policy  we  have  pursued 
to  allow  more  than  a  maximum  of  35 
per  cent  of  moisture  to  be  established 
by  law. 

Mb.  J.  O'CONNOR  (Tipperary,  S.) : 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  (Mr.  Goschen) 
said  he  would  not  be  prepared  to  treat 
lightly  any  loss  that  might  be  incurred 
by  any  trade  in  Ireland;  but  I  am 
inclined  to  think  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  treated  rather  lightly  the 
loss  which  has  been  incurred  by  this 
trade,  when  he  alluded  to  the  incon- 
venience which  has  been  sustained. 
There  was  something  more  than  incon- 
venience suffered ;  there  was  downright 
loss.  Yet  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
took  care  to  relieve  a  certain  branch  of 
the  trade  in  England,  and  the  loss  they 
would  incur  would  be  quite  harmless  as 
compared  with  that  of  the  trade  in  Ire- 
land. It  is  true,  as  he  says,  that  he 
gave  the  latter  a  month's  gprace,  but 
that  was  of  no  use  whatever  to  men  who 
had  to  buy  on  the  old  rate ;  because  if 
they  did  not  manufacture  they  lost  their 
customers,  and  if  they  did  they  lost 
money.  Those  who  are  acquainted  with 
the  trade  in  Ireland  will  know  that 
there  is  much  competition  on  the  part  of 
the  manufacturers  on  this  side  of  the 
water,  and  if  the  Irish  manufacturers 
had  not  kept  up  their  stocks,  the  result 
would  have  been  that  they  would  have 
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come  into  competition  with  manufac- 
turers in  this  country  who  would  have 
established  themselves  in  their  trade.^  I 
have  myself  seen  the  competition  which 
is  carried  on  to  a  serious  extent  by 
people  in  this  country  with  the  traders 
in  Ireland  ;  and  I  know  very  well,  that 
owing  to  it  there  has  been  great  disturb- 
ance in  the  Irish  trade,  the  effect  of 
which  was  that  some  of  the  Irish 
traders  were  obliged  to  continue  manu- 
facturing tobacco  at  a  loss,  as  my  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  North  Dublin 
(Mr.  Clancy)  has  pointed  out,  of  6«.  8(7. 
per  roll.  Where  they  did  not  manu- 
facture, their  stocks  ran  down  and  they 
are  suffering  inconvenience  which  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  does  not  try  to  com- 
pensate in  any  way.  He  does  not  allow 
the  manufacturers  any  rebate  for  the 
inconvenience  they  have  suffered  and 
are  now  suffering,  nor  does  ho  allow 
them  any  compensation  for  the  loss  of 
68,  Sd.  per  roll  which  they  were  obliged 
to  manufacture.  There  were  over  here 
at  the  time  when  this  alteration  was 
made  many  persons  connected  with  the 
trade  in  Ireland,  and  tbey  endeavoured 
to  impress  on  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  the  seriousness  of  tho  loss 
they  incurred,  and  we  complain  that 
while  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  took 
into  account  and  considered  the  repre- 
sentations made  to  him  by  people  on  this 
side  of  the  water,  he  treated  lightly,  to 
use  his  own  words,  the  representations 
of  Irish  manufacturers.  I  think  we  have 
a  right  to  complain  of  this  one-sided 
treatment.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
has  stated  that  a  profit  was  made  by  the 
manufacturers  when  the  duty  was  raised 
in  1878,  but  I  point  out  that  they  were 
obliged  to  let  their  customers  have  a 
month's  supply  at  the  old  rate,  and  as 
a  matter  of  fact  they  really  made  no 
profit  at  all  at  the  time  referred  to.  I 
think  my  hon.  Friend  has  done  well  in 
bringing  this  subject  before  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House,  and  in  showing  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  that  he  cannot  go  on  dis- 
turbing the  trade  in  Ireland  and  giving 
an  undue  advantage  to  the  trade  in  this 
country  without  his  action  being  called 
in  question. 

Mr.  CLANCY :  I  pointed  out  that  the 
English  traders  only  took  three  or  four 
days  to  mature  their  tobacco,  as  against 
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one  month,  which  is  necessary  for  that 
purpose  in  Ireland. 

Mr.  J.  O'CONNOR:  Exactly;  my 
hon.  Friend  says  that  those  who  manu- 
facture tobacco  here  mature  it  in  three 
or  four  days,  and  that  in  Ireland  a  mnch 
longer  time  is  required,  and  hence  it  ia 
that  the  English  traders  have  had  an 
undue  advantage  in  this  matter.  I  repeat 
that  my  hon.  Friand  has  done  perfectly 
right  in  pointing  out  that  the  unfair 
treatment  suffered  by  the  manufacturers 
of  tobacco  in  Ireland  at  the  hands  of  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. 

Kesolution  ajreed  to. 

Twentieth  to  Twenty-second  Eesolu- 
tions  agreed  to. 

Twenty- third  Kesolution — 

''That  a  sum, 'not  exceeding;  £6,069,  bo 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  tho  som 
necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come 
in  course  of  payment  daring  the  year  ending 
on  the  31st  day  of  March  1888,  for  repaying  to 
the  Civil  Contingencies  Fond  certain  IliBcel- 
laneous  Advances  ** 

— ^read  a  second  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
'^  That  this  House  doth  agree  with  the 
Committee  in  the  said  Kesolution." 

Mr.  sexton  (Belfast,  W.) :  I  asked 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Home  Depcurtment  (Mr. 
Matthews)  on  a  former  occasion  to  lay 
upon  tho  Table  a  copy  of  the  Report  of 
the  Commission  which  inquired  into  the 
riots  at  Belfast,  but  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman stated  that  this  document  was 
confidential.  I  certainly  cannot  under- 
stand why  the  Report  should  not  be 
produced.  The  ratepayers  are  surely 
entitled  to  know  what  evidence  was 
taken  at  the  inquiry,  and  what  was  the 
Report  of  the  Commission.  I  have 
never  heard  before  of  a  Report  of  the 
kind  being  withheld  on  tne  ground 
alleged,  and  I  would  ask  the  Govern* 
ment  for  some  further  explanation  that 
we  have  not  yet  received  as  to  why  the 
result  of  an  inquiry  of  this  nature  is  not 
placed  in  the  hands  of  hon.  Members. 
This  Vote  also  contains  an  item  for 
medical  attendance  on  officers  injured  in 
the  Belfast  riots.  There  were  a  large  num- 
ber of  men  of  the  police  force  attended 
to  in  hospitals,  which  are  supported  by 
voluntary  contributions ;  and  I  tiliink 
it  is  a  great  shame  that  hospitals  which 
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haTe  spent  hundreds  of  pounds  in  curing 
the  men  of  the  force  should  not  be  paid 
back.  I  should  be  greatly  pleased  to 
have  some  explanation  on  this  subject, 
and  for  that  purpose  I  move  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  Vote  by  £100. 

Amendment  proposed,  to  leave  out 
"  £6,069,"  and  insert  **  £5,969;'— (i/r. 
Sexion,) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  *  £6,069  ' 
stand  part  of  the  Eesolution." 

The  secretary  to  the  TREA- 
SUBY  (Mr.  Jackson)  (Leeds,  N.) :  I 
have  made  some  inquiries  as  to  the 
number  of  men  treated  in  hospitals,  and 
the  Inspector  General  informs  me  that 
there  was  no  extraordinary  medical  ex- 
penditure except  £5  5s,  for  attendance 
on  wounded  constables  under  excep- 
tional services ;  there  was  no  expendi- 
ture incurred  with  regard  to  the  Consta- 
bulary during  the  riots  at  Belfast, 
because  they  have  a  service  of  medical 
officers  paid  for  by  Government.  There 
may  be  cases  in  which  injured  members 
of  the  force  called  in  additional  aid,  but 
by  the  rules  of  the  service  that  aid  is  not 
paid  for  out  of  the  fund.  There  was  the 
case  of  three  policemen  on  full  pay  who 
paid  the  regulation  hospital  charges 
themselves.  We  have,  therefore,  no 
knowledge  that  the  hospitals  were  in- 
Tolved  in  any  extra  expense;  at  the 
same  time,  I  think  that  if  the  hospitals 
were  put  to  any  considerable  expense, 
if  their  resources  were  straitened  or 
crippled  in  any  way,  an  account  ought 
to  be  rendered  and  the  expense  re- 
piud. 

The  first  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY (Air.  W.  H.  Smith)  (Strand, 
AVestminster)  :  I  am  under  the  impres- 
sion that  the  Inquiry  at  Belfast  was  con- 
ducted in  a  public  manner ;  and  that  it 
was  not  private  at  all.  The  ratepayers 
and  others  were  allowed  to  appear  be- 
fore the  Commission  ;  but  the  Reports  of 
these  bodies  have  always  been  regarded 
as  a  confidential  document  for  the  guid- 
ance of  the  Privy  Council.  That  I 
believe  was  what  my  right  hon.  Friend 
intended  to  convey ;  but  I  will  look  into 
the  matter,  and  if  it  is  usual,  or  if  there 
is  a  precedent  for  producing  the  Report 
I  wiu  endeavour  to  do  so. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 
Resolution  agreed  to. 


SUPERANNUATION  ACTS  AMENDMENT 

BILL.— [BaL  354.] 
(Mr.  Jaeksortf  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.) 

SECOND    BEADING. 

Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

The  secretary  to  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  Jackson)  (Leeds,  N.) :  On 
moving  the  second  reading  of  this  Bill, 
I  wish  to  say  a  few  words  in  explanation 
of  the  reason  for  its  introduction. 
Many  Members  of  this  House  will  know 
that  for  some  years  past  the  question  of 
the  exercise  by  the  Treasury  of  what 
are  called  extra  powers,  has  been 
brought  before  the  attention  of  the 
Committee  of  Public  Accounts,  and  by 
them  before  the  House.  There  are 
from  time  to  time  cases  arising  which 
do  not  come  within  the  limits  of  the 
Superannuation  Act  of  1859,  and  I  ven- 
ture to  say  that  these  are  cases  which 
undoubtedly  claim  consideration  at  the 
hands  of  the  State.  The  Public 
Accounts  Committee  have  from  time  to 
time  reported  to  the  House  irregularities 
in  connection  with  these  cases — I  say 
irregularities  because  it  is  of  no  use  dis- 
guising the  fact  that  there  is  irregu- 
larity in  the  exercise  of  a  power  which 
is  not  statutory,  and  although  the 
Treasury  has  held  hitherto  that  the 
sanction  of  Parliament  obtained  by  the 
Appropriation  Act  every  year  exonerated 
them,  still  they  have  always  felt  that 
these  transactions  were  more  or  less 
irregular.  In  1882  the  Public  Accounts 
Committee  stated  that  in  the  grant  of 
the  extra  statutory  pensions  the  Treasury 
had  acted  according  to  precedent ;  but 
that  such  action  should  only  be  resorted 
to  in  special  cases,  and  that  unless 
caution  is  observed  there  would  be  some 
danger  lest  the  strict  compliance  with 
the  provisions  of  the  Superannuation 
Act  which  it  is  important  to  maintain 
would  be  interfered  with.  In  1883  and 
1884  the  Committee  while  acquiescing 
in  the  Treasury  practice  showed  never- 
theless that  they  were  watching  it  with 
some  jealousy,  and  they  recorded  their 
opinion  that  several  cases  of  extra 
statutory  allowances  were  reported  by 
the  Comptroller  and  Auditor  General, 
and  in  the  opinion  of  the  Committee 
very  properly  so.  They  said  that  when 
the  number  of  allowances  was  very 
large,  some  cases  of  irregularity  woold 
be  unavoidable ;  but  they  shoold  be  as 
few  as  possible,  and  any  case  the  exer- 
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ciso  of  this  power  by  the  Treasury  re- 
quired to  be  carefully  guarded.  In  1 886 
the  Committee  reported  that  the  Comp- 
troller and  Auditor  General  had  called 
the  attention  of  the  Public  Accounts 
Committee  to  a  number  of  cases  in 
which  pensions  had  been  granted  to  the 
Treasury  not  in  accordance  with  law ; 
that  the  Treasury  did  not  appear  to 
admit  the  justice  of  the  observations  of 
the  Comptroller  and  Auditor  General, 
but  considered  that  public  convenience, 
or  the  urgency  of  some  particular  case, 

i'ustified  a  departure  from  the  strict 
etter  of  the  law.  Further,  the  Com- 
mittee considered  that  it  was  Parlia- 
ment and  not  the  Treasury,  which  ought 
to  decide  whether  the  circumstances  of 
any  particular  case  are  such  as  to  re- 
quire exceptional  treatment,  and  that  in 
straining  the  law  for  the  purpose  of 
meeting  the  exigencies  of  a  particular 
case,  the  Treasury  was  usurping  the 
functions  of  the  Legislature.  Again,  in 
1887,  the  Committee  reported  to  the 
effect  that  last  year  they  had  commen- 
tated on  the  claim  put  forward  by  the 
Treasury  to  a  discretionary  power  in 
dealing  with  superannuation  and  retired 
allowances,  and  reported  that — 

"It  is  Parliament,  and  not  the  Treasury, 
which  ouglit  to  decide  whether  the  circum- 
stances of  any  particular  case  are  such  as  to 
require  exceptional  treatment,  and  it  appears 
to  your  Committee  that  in  straining  the  law  for 
the  purpose  of  mectinpf  the  exigencies  of  any 
particular  case,  the  Treasury  is  usurping  the 
functions  of  the  Legislature." 

The  Committee  reported  that  in  a  Minute 
dealing  with  the  subject,  the  Treasury 
stated  that  their  only  desire  was  to  ad- 
minister the  Superannuation  Acts  accord- 
ing to  the  strict  letter  of  the  law,  with 
due  regard  to  the  interests  of  economy 
on  the  one  hand,  and  the  equitable 
claims  of  individuals  on  the  other ;  and 
that  a  Bill  had  boon  prepared  for  the 
purpose  of  legalizing  so  much  of  the 
existing  practice  as  is  now  extra-Statu- 
tory, and  can  bo  defined  by  Statute  with- 
out danger  to  the  public  interests.  It  is 
in  accordance  with  that  pledge,  and  with 
the  requirements  of  the  Public  Accounts 
Committee,  that  the  Treasury  have  intro- 
duced this  Bill,  I  venture  to  say  that, 
if  superannuation  is  justifiable  at  all,  if 
the  present  Superannuation  Acts  are  to 
remain  in  force,  I  think  the  very  cases 
which  are  the  most  deserving  will  be 
excluded  from  the  four  corners  of  thoso 
Acts.     The  Treasury  desires  to  get  rid 
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altogether  of  the  discretionary  povei 
which  is  now  exercised,  so  that  in  fatiw 
with  regard  to  eyery  case  they  may  bi 
able  to  comply  strictly  with  the  law,  au 
to  do  that  they  think  it  necessary  to  maki 
some  provision  by  which  the  very  han 
cases  which  come  before  them  may  Li 
met. 

Mr.  HUNTER  (Aberdeen,  N.):  Iri» 
to  Order.  Is  it  in  Order  to  proceed  witl 
this  Bill,  which  is  blocked  ? 

Mb.  SPEAKER;  This  is  a  Mone] 
Bill,  and  the  Notice  of  Amendment  doe 
not  apply. 

Mb.  JACKSON :  With  regard  to  tb 
clauses  of  the  Bill,  I  am  bound  to  sai 
that  I  know  of  no  objection  which  hai 
been  raised  to  any  but  Clauses  2  and  6 
Clause  2  proposes  to  g^ve  power  to  thi 
Treasury  to  grant  a  pension,  in  the  even 
of  retirement,  to  a  Civil  servant  wh( 
may  be  not  quite  efficient  and  not  6( 
years  of  age,  and  who  has  a  medica 
certificate,  not  exceeding  in  amount  tha 
for  which  his  length  of  service  woulc 
qualify  him  under  the  Superannuatioi 
Act  of  1859.  As  I  have  said,  some  ob< 
jection  has  been  taken  to  this  clause, 
and  I  am  willing  to  admit  that,  as  il 
stands  in  the  Bill,  it  is  open  to  miscon- 
ception. I  have  had,  however,  the  ad- 
vantage of  discussing  the  clause,  not 
only  with  some  civil  servants  who  will 
be  affected  by  it,  but  also  with  the  hen. 
Member  for  the  Brentford  Division  oi 
Middlesex  (Mr.  Bigwood)  and  the  hon, 
and  learned  Member  for  the  Dulwicli 
Division  of  Camberwcll  (Mr.  Moi^an 
Howard),  who  have  taken  a  very  great 
interest  in  tho  subject;  and,  in  ooni unc- 
tion with  them,  I  have  framed  an 
Amendment  which  I  shall  move  in 
Committee,  and  which  I  believe  meeti 
the  case  entirely  and  removes  any  pos- 
sible chance  of  injustice  being  done  to 
existing  civil  servants.  One  portion  oi 
the  Amendment  provides  that  in  case  ol 
any  civil  servant  being  reported  by  the 
Head  of  the  Department  as  ineffiment, 
the  civil  servant  so  reported  shall  have 
an  opportunity  of  communicating  with 
the  Treasury,  with  whom  the  decision 
shall  rest,  and  that  the  Treasury  shall 
consider  the  representations  so  made. 
The  other  Proviso  I  propose  to  insert  ia 
that  nothing  in  this  Act  shall  interfere 
with  tho  existing  rights  of  any  ci?il 
servant.  I  believe  that  these  two  altera- 
tions meet  fairly  the  justice  of  the  case, 
and  1  do  not  think  there  will  be  any 
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Icaltj    with   regard  to  the  matter. 
th  regard  to  Clause  B,  I  think  I  may 
the  same  of  it  as  I  have  said  with 
ard  to  Clause  2.     It  may  bo  open  to 
loonception.     I  have  framed  another 
166  that  I  propose  to  put  down  as  an 
.endment  and  substitute  for  this.     I 
ik  I  may  say,  having  had  the  advan- 
e  of  consulting  with  very  able  mili- 
f  members  of  the  Commission  who 
'6  taken  a  great  interest  in  the  matter, 
.  to  whom  I  have  had  an  opportunity 
hewing  the  rules  that  it  is  proposed 
ay  on  the  Table  of  the  House,  carry- 
out  the  power  given  under  this  Bill, 
t  Clause  B,  as  it  stands,  really  does 
injariously  affect  the  position  of  any 
jep  in  any  way  whatever,  but  it  gives 
rer  to  the  Treasury  to  frame  rules 
oh  will  affect  their  position.     These 
my  I  think  I  am  justified  in  saying, 
e  been  carefully  considered  by  some 
the  able  military  Members  of   this 
owe,  and  have  been  approved  of  by 
n  as  preserving  the  rights  of  officers 
they  exist  at  present,  and  making 
le  nirther  concession  to  them.     As 
ards  the  financial  effect  of  the  Bill  I 
1  hardly  say  that  in  my  position  it  is 
duty  to  consider  carefully  what  that 
be,  to  know  whether  it  would  in- 
re  the  State  in  any  very  large  addi- 
.  to  the  more  effective  Vote,  because 
Q  alive  to  the  fact  that  many  Mcm- 
I  of  the  House  think  that  the  non- 
5tive  Vote  at  present  is  a  very  heavy 
,  and  one  which  should  be  carefully 
ched.  I  believe  that  the  effect  of  the 
Bure  will  be  a  slight  increase  in  the 
-effective  Vote,  but  that  increase  will 
3  under  Clause  4,  which  will  give 
er  to  the  Treasury  to  make  certain 
irances  and  gratuities  to  workmen 
at  present  are  debarred,  being  out- 
the  Superannuation  Acts.     I  hope 
hon.   Members   who   feel   strongly 
Dst  extending  the  Superannuation 
I  or  against  giving  increased  facili- 
for  superannuation,   will  agree  in 
that  if  there  is  one  class  more  than 
her  which  ought  not  to  be  left  out 
le  advantages  of  this  system  it  is  the 
cmen  who  are  paid  the  lowest  class 
ages,  and  who  are  not  on  the  Esta- 
iment  at  present.  The  Treasury  has 
ower  to  meet  these  cases.     Several 
.  cases  have  come  before  the  Trea- 
,  and  they  must  necessarily  do  so  in 
leotion  with  so  large  an  employment 
ivil  servants  as  wo  have.]     There 
»  been  cases  of  an  extremely  hard 


:  and  urgent  character,  and  it  is  to  meet 

'  these  cases  and  to  meet  them  legally 

that  the  Bill  has  been  drawn.     I  nope 

the  House  will  be  good  enough  to  accept 

i  with  favour  the  Bill  as  drawn.     I  think 

;  it  will  not  largely  increase  the  amount 

of  superannuation,  but  it  will  enable  the 

Treasury  to  meet  legally  and  properly  a 

great  many  hard  cases  whien  it  is  at 

present  impossible  to  deal  with.     I  beg 

to  move   the  second    reading    of    the 

Bill. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  Bill  bo  now  read  a  second 

time."— (;l/r.  Jachon.) 

General  GOLDSWORTHY  (Ham- 
mersmith) :    It    was    my    intention  to 
oppose  this  Bill,  but  since  the  Amend- 
ments which  the  hon.  Gentleman    the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  has  agreed  to 
introduce  I  will  not  oppose  it.     At  the 
same  time,  I  should  like  to  say  that  I 
think  the  whole  question  of  withholding 
part  of  the  pay  of  officers  who  retire  and 
accept  appointments  which  are  not  pro- 
vided for  out  of  the  Imperial  funds  re- 
quires consideration.     I  do  not  consider 
that  the  country  is  justified  in  compul- 
sorily  retiring  officers  from  the  service 
and  giving  them  inadequate  pensions, 
and  then  afterwards  taking  from  them, 
when  they  have  succeeded  in  obtaining 
Colonial  or  other  employment,  in  order 
to   supplement    their    small    pensions, 
which  were  granted   for  past  services. 
As   no   opportunity  can   be  found    on 
this  occasion  to  introduce  a  new  clause 
in  the  Bill,  or  to  introduce  an  Amend- 
ment to  the  1st  clause  which  will  meet 
this  case,  I  shall,  with  the  permission  of 
the  House,  call  attention  to  the  subject 
next  Session. 

Mr.  PICKERSGILL  (Bethnal  Green, 
S.W.) :  I  may,  perhaps,  be  permitted 
to  express  my  extreme  regret  that  a  Bill 
of  such  great  importance  not  only  to  all 
the  services  of  the  State,  but  to  the 
public,  should  be  brought  forward  at 
this  hour,  and  at  this  period  of  the 
Session.  I  am  sorry  the  right  hon  Gen- 
tleman the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
(Mr.  W.  H.  Smith)  did  not  respond  to 
my  appeal  to  defer  the  Bill  until  the 
beginning  of  next  Session.  He  based 
his  refusal  upon  the  ground  that  certain 
Statutory  allowances  were  being  made, 
which  it  was  necessary  to  ratify,  and 
he  made  a  point  of  the  fact  that  these 
allowances  had  been  going  on,  and  that 
the  Committee  of  Public  Accounts  had 
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been  calliDg  attention  to  them  for  the 
last  five  years.    As  the  Committee  of 
Fublio  Accounts  has  been  calling  atten- 
tion to  the  matter  for  the  last  five  years,  I 
think  we  might  surely  have  got  on  with 
the  existing  condition  of  things  for  a  few 
months  longer.     It  is  impossible  to  dis- 
cuss this  Bill,  which  seems  to  me  to  have 
been  very  badly  drawn  with  reference  to 
all  the  circumstances  of  the  case.    The 
hon.   Gentleman   the  Secretary  to   the 
Treasury  says  that  he  has  not  heard  any 
objection  to  the  Bill  except,  I  think,  to 
the  second  and  sixth    sections.     Well, 
with  regard  to   the  second  section,    I 
shall    have    something    to    say    in    a 
moment,  but  I  want  now  to  draw  the 
hon.  Gentleman's  attention  to  the  fourth 
section  in  which  I  think  the  drafters  of 
the  Bill  have  certainly  left  out  of  account 
considerations  that  ought  to  have  been 
present  to  their  minds.    The  Treasury 
Las  been    in    the    habit    of    gpranting 
compassionate  gratuities  on  retirement 
which  are  not  permitted  by  the  law,  and, 
roughly  speaking,  these  gratuities  have 
been  given  to  two  classes  of  persons,  to 
workmen  and  also  to  what  I  may  call 
professional  men  of  whom  draftsmen  are 
perhaps  the  most  representative  class. 
And,   Sir,    the    allowance    granted    to 
Class  2,  professional  men,  has,  of  course, 
been  upon   a  higher  scale   than   that 
granted    to    Class    1 — the    workmen. 
Class  2,  that  is  professional  men,  seems 
to  have  been  left  out  of  account  by  the 
drafters  of  the  Bill.  These  draftsmen  in 
some  cases  receive  salaries  of  a  maximum 
of  £260  per  annum,  and  by  the  Trea- 
sury Minute  of   February   1880,   they 
are  to  receive  one  year's  salary  at  the 
age  of  60.     Now,  my  point  is  that  by 
the  Treasury  Minutes  these  draftsmen 
would  be  entitled  to  receive  £  1 00  more 
than  they  are  entitled  to  get  under  this 
Bill.    And  as  we  are  told  that  the  object 
of  this  Bill  is  to  prevent  any  allowances 
being  made  which  are  contrary  to  law, 
and  of  course  contrary  to  this  Satute,  it 
seems  to  me  that  these  draftsmen  would 
not  receive  what  they  have  been  led  to 
expect  under  theTreasury  Minute  of  Feb- 
ruary 1880— that,  in  fact,  they  would  re- 
ceive under  the  Bill  no  less  than  £100  less 
than  they  have  been  entitled  to  expect 
under  the  Treasury  Minute.  This  Statute 
I  am  afraid  would  override  the  Treasury 
Minute  of  1880,     Then  take    another 
case — the  case  of  the  writers.    There  is 
another    Minute    affecting    them — the 

Mr,  Pickersgill 


Minute  of  December  1886.     According 
to  this  Minute  the  writers  are  to  receiTe 
a  month's  pay  for  each  year  of  service, 
but  this  Bill  would  only  give  them  two 
pays  for  each  year.     Now,  I  submit, 
as  a  matter  of  law,  that  the  Statute  would 
override  each   of   these    Minutes,  and 
therefore  the  draftsmen  on  the  one  hand 
and  the  writers  on  the  other  would  not 
receive  what  they  are  entitled  to  under 
those  Minutes.  I  would  just  say  one  word 
with  regards  to  Clause  2.     The  object  of 
the  clause  is  to  enable  the  Department 
to  get  rid  of  a  civil   servant  who  is 
assumed    to    be   inefficient.    But,  Sir, 
what  is  the  test  of   inefficiency?     It 
appears  from  the  Memorandum  to  this 
Bill  that  the  test  of  inefficiency  is  not 
to  be  the  incapacity  of  these  men  to 
discharge  their  accustomed  duties;  but 
it    is    said    that    these    persons    are 
found  inefficient   to   superintend  or  to 
carry    out    reforms,    opportunities  for 
effecting    which    arise    in    our  Public 
Departments  from  time   to  time.    So 
that  the  test  of  inefficiency  is  not  to  be 
proved  inefficiency  in  the  past  work  oi 
those  gentlemen,    but   speculative  in- 
efficiency with  regard  to  their  fature 
work.    The  hon.  Gentleman  submits  io 
us  that  sufficient  safeguards  have  been 
introduced  into  the  Bill  by  the  Amend- 
ments of  which  he  has  just  given  notice 
Well,  Sir,  of  course  these  Amendment! 
are  sprung  upon  us,  and  it  is  difficul 
at  a  moment's  notice  to  precisely  gaug< 
their  real  value  and   efficiency.      Thi 
impression,  in  my  mind,  is  that  they  d< 
not,  by  any  means,  safeguard  the  right 
of  existing  civil  servants  as  folly  as  th 
hon.  Gentleman  would  have  us  belie?€ 
He  says  that  a  Proviso  is  to  be  intrc 
duced  saving    the   rights   of    ezistin; 
civil  servants.    But,  Sir,  the  rights  o 
the  existing  civil    servants    it    woul 
perhaps  be  very  difficult  strictly  to  de 
fine,  and  I   observe  that   by  the  9t! 
Clause  of  this  Bill  the  Treasuij  is  to  b 
the  final  authority  upon  any  qnestio 
arising  under  |^the  Bill.     So  that  aftc 
all  saving  the  rights  of  civil  servant 
does  not  carry  us  very  far,  because  th 
Treasury  is   to  be   the  only  authorit 
for    determining    what    the  rights  c 
civil  servants  are.      While  I  do    nc 
intend  to  oppose  the  second  reading  c 
the  Bill,  I  shall  certainly  reserve  m 
right  very  closely  to  scrutinize  and  care 
fully  to  consider  between  now  and  th 
Committee  stage  the  Amendments  o 
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which    the    hon.    Member    has    given 
Notice. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  committed 
fop  To-morrow, 

TECHNICAL  SCHOOLS  (SCOTLAND) 

BILL.— [Bill  358.] 

I  The  Lord  Advocate^  Mr,  Solicitor  General  for 

Scotland,  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell.) 

COMMITTEE.     [Ffogrcss  5th  September,^ 
Bill  considered  in  Committee. 
(In  the  Committee.) 

Clause  6  (Duties  and  powers  of  school 
board  with  respect  to  technical  schools). 

Mb.  hunter  (Aberdeen,  N.):  In 
the  absence  of  my  boa.  and  learned 
Friend  the  Member  for  Dundee  (Mr. 
£.  Bobertson)  I  beg  to  move  the  Amend- 
ment which  stands  in  his  name.  The 
question  which  is  raised  in  that  Amend 
ment  is  a  very  important  question  of 
principle.  The  other  night  the  right 
non.  Gentleman  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith)  observed 
that  there  was  only  one  Scotch  Member 
opposed  to  this  Bill.  Well,  he  was 
▼eiy  nearly,  but  not  quite  correct.  If 
he  nad  said  that  not  one  Scotch  Member 
was  opposed  to  the  Bill  he  would  have 
been  perfectly  correct.  I  objected,  how- 
ever, and  several  Scotch  Members  ob- 
jected to  this  Bill  being  brought  on  at 
so  very  late  an  hour  that  it  was  scarcely 
possible  to  get  fair  consideration  for 
the  question  which  was  raised  by  it — 
the  very  important  question  of  principle. 
Now,  Sir,  the  clause,  as  it  stands,  is  an 
enabling  clause,  and  it  is  part  of  an 
enabling  or  permissive  Bill.  The  prin- 
ciple of  the  Bill  is  simply  this.  It  is  to 
ti^e  away  the  prohibition  which  at 
the  present  moment  excites  much  dis- 

gleasure  amongst  the  Scotch  school 
oards — a  prohibition  which  prevents 
them  from  using  any  of  tho  money  of 
the  ratepayers  for  the  purpose  of  pro- 
viding buildings  for  technical  education. 
The  object  of  this  Bill  is  to  enable  the 
school  board,  which  is  the  only  authority 
ia  Scotland  coDcemed  with  education, 
to  add  technical  instruction  to  the  other 
subjects  which  it  is  within  their  power 
to  teach.  This  clause  provides  that  the 
school  board  may  use  for  the  purposes 
of  a  technical  school  any  building,  or 
part  of  any  building,  now  vested  with 
the  school    board  fr/  the  purposes  of 


the  Education  (Scotland)  Acts  of  1872 
and  1883,  but  it  adds  this  important 
Proviso— **  with  the  consent  of  the 
Scotch  Education  Department."  Now, 
Sir,  that  is  the  clause  to  which  we  ob- 
ject, and  to  which  I,  for  my  part,  will 
offer  very  strong  resistance.  I  object 
to  it  for  this  reason.  If  the  Scotch 
Education  Department  were  to  give  us 
any  money  for  the  purpose  of  technical 
instruction,  then  I  admit  that  the  Scotch 
Education  Department  would  have  a 
right  to  a  voice  in  the  way  in  which 
that  money  was  to  be  spent.  But  the 
Scotch  Education  Department  under 
this  Bill  does  not  contribute  one 
single  penny  in  aid  of  the  rates  for 
the  purpose  of  technical  instruction, 
and  therefore  to  give  to  the  Scotch 
Education  Department  the  power  to 
interfere  with  the  school  boards  in  the 
management  of  that  which  is  exclu- 
sively their  own,  and  in  respect  of  in- 
struction which  does  not  impose  any 
burden  on  tho  Exchequer,  is,  I  venture 
to  say,  to  introduce  a  principle  totally 
at  variance  with  the  whole  course  of 
legislation,  and  one  which  is  very  incon- 
venient and  objectionable.  Let  us  con- 
sider what  the  operation  of  this  clause 
will  be.  The  school  board  investigat- 
ing the  facts  in  a  particular  locality  is 
of  opinion  that  some  particular  school  or 
part  of  a  school  should  be  used  for  the 
purpose  of  technical  instruction.  In  my 
opinion  the  school  board  is  the  best 
judge  of  that  question  and  the  only 
proper  judge,  but  under  this  Bill  before 
they  can  act  they  must  first  of  all 
present  a  Memorial  to  the  Education 
Department,  and  the  Memorial  must  be 
considered  by  someone,  and  that  De- 
partment gives  its  consent.  Assuming 
that  that  might  be  an  intelligent  con- 
sent, and  a  consent  founded  on  inquiry 
and  involving  inquiry,  what  you  are 
doing  is  that  you  are  creating  a  new 
Department  in  London  to  do  work  that 
is  wholly  useless  and  unnecessary — 
which  is  worse  than  useless  and  un- 
necessary— which  is  entirely  mischievous. 
How  is  the  Secretary  of  a  Scotch  De- 
partment to  form  an  opinion  as  to  whe- 
ther a  particular  school  ought  or  ought 
not  to  be  used  for  technical  instruction  ? 
He  has  no  knowledge  of  the  circum- 
stances of  the  locality.  If  he  institutes 
an  inquiry  who  is  going  to  inquire  ? 
He  cannot  possibly  employ  anybody  who 
is  better  acquainted  with  the  locality 
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than  the  school  board.  The  opinion  of 
a  Secretary  in  London  never  can  be 
founded  on  the  information  that  is  ac- 
cessible to  the  school  board,  therefore 
the  inference  is  that  the  opinion  of  the 
Department  must  necessarily  be  less 
valuable  than  the  decision  of  the  school 
board  itself.  Again,  Sir,  I  am  one  of 
those  who  hold  very  strongly  the  opi- 
nion that  the  powers  of  Local  Authori- 
ties should  as  far  as  possible  be  left  un- 
fettered by  a  central  bureaucracy  either 
in  London  or  in  Edinburgh.  Where 
the  Central  Authority  has  the  disposi- 
tion of  public  funds  I  should  recognize 
their  right  to  interfere,  but  where  no 
such  funds  are  forthcoming,  to  create  a 
new  Department  to  interfere  with  the 
Scotch  school  boards  is  objectionable  in 
itself.  It  is  also  objectionable  from  the 
point  of  view  of  the  taxpayer.  We 
often  hear  of  economy  in  this  House, 
but  how  can  you  have  economy  if  you 
persist  in  making  useless  work  ?  If  you 
make  useless  work  you  have  to  appoint 
persons  to  do  it,  and  you  thereby  esta- 
blish a  serious  expense  which  will  con- 
tinually increase  ;  and  under  this  clause, 
and  under  another  clause  to  which  I 
will  call  attention  presently,  you  are 
creating  very  expensive  administrative 
machinery  in  London  which  can  be  of 
no  use,  which  is  founded  on  no  prin- 
ciple, and  which  must  be  necessarily 
an  unjustifiable  burden  on  the  general 
taxpayer.  Now,  Sir,  it  may  be  said 
that  at  the  present  moment  with  regard 
to  elementary  education  in  Scotland  the 
Scotch  Department  has  a  right  to  inter- 
fere. Of  course  it  has,  because  the 
Scotch  Department  is  the  means  by 
which  the  funds  for  carrying  on  thft 
educational  work  of  that  country  is  dealt 
out  to  the  people  of  Scotland.  If  the 
Scotch  Education  Department  were  to 
give  us  money  for  technical  instruction. 
I  should  not  object,  but  I  do  object  now 
for  the  reason  that  there  is  a  Depart- 
ment of  the  State  which  will  assist  the 
school  boards  in  technical  instruction, 
and  that  is  the  Department  of  Science 
and  Art.  The  school  boards  have  cer- 
tain grants  from  the  Department  of 
Science  and  Art,  and  must  follow  the 
conditions  laid  down  by  that  body.  To 
introduce  a  third  wheel,  to  introduce 
wholly^  unnecessary  machinery,  is  a 
piece  of  policy  which  I  am  curious  to 
know  how  the  right  hou.  and  learned 
Lord  Advocate  (Mr.  J.  H.  A.  Macdonald) 

Mr,  Sunter 


can  defend.  It  seems  to  me  that  this  is 
a  clause  on  which  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  has  been  misled  by 
the  influence  of  the  Heads  of  Depart- 
ments. We  know  that  there  is  a  &}n* 
stant  tendency  in  Q-overnment  Offices  to 
act  on  the  maxim  which  used  to  be  pro- 
fessed by  the  Judges,  that  the  business 
of  a  good  Judge  is  to  enlarge  his  juris- 
diction. It  would  seem  as  though  it 
were  the  desire  now  of  a  good  Secretary 
to  enlarge  his  powers.  I  trust  the  right 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the  Lord 
Advocate  will  agree  to  omit  these  words, 
the  omission  of  which  I  now  move. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  2, 
lines  27  and  28,  to  leave  out  the  words 
''  with  the  consent  of  the  Scotch  Educa- 
tion Department." — {Mr,  E,  RoherUon.) 

Question  proposed,  ''That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Clause." 

The  LOED  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  J.H.  A. 
Macdoxald)  (Edinburgh  and  St.  An- 
drew's Universities):  I  am  certainly 
very  much  astonished  at  the  ground 
taken  by  the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Mem- 
ber for  North  Aberdeen  (Mr.  Hunter). 
He  declares  that  the  Scotch  Edacation 
Department  has  nothing  to  do  with  this 
matter.  Does  he  not  realize  that  this 
clause  is  a  clause  by  which  a  school  ia 
to  be  erected  for  the  purpose  of  elemen- 
tary education  originally  and  then  to  be 
turned  into  a  technical  school  ?  Is  it 
not  important  when  it  is  proposed  to 
use  the  existing  buildings  of  State-aided 
schools  for  technical  instruction — is  it 
not  important  to  see  that  these  elemen< 
tary  schools  are  not  so  used  as  to  inter* 
fere  with  their  primary  and  proper  pur- 
pose— namely,  their  being  used  for  ele- 
mentary education  ?  And  what  is  a  more 
fit  authority  to  see  to  that  than  the 
Education  Department  ?  As  to  what  the 
hon.  Gentleman  has  said  with  regard  tc 
the  Scotch  Education  Department  not 
providing  any  money  for  the  obtaining 
of  those  schools,  the  Scotch  Eduoation 
Department,  of  course,  has  control  oi 
the  grants  which  go  to  keep  the  sohooh 
as  State-aided  schools.  1  should  be 
very  much  astonished  if  the  Scotcli 
Members  were  to  agree  with  the  hon. 
Gentleman  in  what  he  suggests;  but 
certainly,  so  far  as  the  Government  are 
concerned,  they  must  oppose  it. 

Mr.  PKOVAND  (Glasgow,  Black- 
friars,  &c.) :  I  rise.  Sir,  to  support  the 
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Amendment.     The    Scotch    Education 
Department    is    not    made    up    of   a 
body  of  men  who  can  obtain  the  con- 
fidence of  the  people  of  Scotland.     It 
is    common  knowledge    that    we  have 
our  own  educational  methods  and  our 
own  ideas  of  the  manner  in  which  our 
people  ought  to  be  educated.     In   the 
Ojpinion  of  some  persons  it  may  be  that 
these  are  mere  prejudices.     Be  that  as 
it  may,  these  opinions   are   held  very 
strongly  in  Scotland.     The  Scotch  Edu- 
cation Department  is  made  up  of  five 
principal  Members.    Three  of  these  five 
are  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
the  Home  Secretary,  and  the  Lord  Pre- 
sident of  the  Council.     Now,  what  can 
these  persons  know  about  education  in 
Scotland  ?    If  they  were  to  interfere  in 
any  way  whatever  it  would  be  merely 
to  the  prejudice  of  education  in  that 
country;  if  they  do  not  interfere  then 
they  are  mere  surplusage.    If  the  Board 
were  made  up  of  those  who  represented 
the  interests  of  the  Scotch  people,   I 
should  have  no  objection  to  the  clause 
as  it  stands ;  but  I  am  certain  the  people 
of  Scotland  would  have  no  confidence  in 
a  Department  constituted  of  the  men  I 
have  just  named,  with  only  two  others 
who  may  be  supposed  to  know  some- 
thing about  Scotch  education — namely, 
the  Secretary  for  Scotland  and  the  Lord 
Advocate.     May  I  ask  the  right  hon. 
and  learned  Lord  Advocate  if  there  is 
any  intention  to  reform  the  personnel  of 
the  Board,  because  it  certainly  stands 
much  in  need  of  it.     There  is  not  a 
member  of  the  Board  who  is  getatable 
by  the  people  of  Scotland,  or  who  is 
in  touch  with  the  people  of  Scotland. 
If  the  Board  were  made  up,  say,  of  the 
Lord  Advocate,  the  Scottish  Secretary, 
and  four  or  five  Scottish  Members  of 
Parliament  nominated  by  the  Govern- 
ment, that  Board  would,  to  some  extent, 
possess  the  confidence  of  the  people  of 
oooHand.    The  Scotch  people  would  bo 
able  to  approach  the  Board,   or  some 
members  of  it,  and  the  majority  of  the 
people  would  be  in  touch  with  it,  and 
the  jBoard  would  know  what  their  wants 
were,  and  would  try  to  satisfy  those 
wants.     But,  at  the  present  time  the 
only  person  who  is  approachable  on  the 
Board  is  a  permanent  official,  and  we 
know    what    permanent    officials    are. 
They  will  simply  meet  reforming  pro- 
posals of  every  kind  by  advancing  as  many 


difficulties  as  they  can.  It  is  not  to  the 
advantage  of  permanent  officials  to  make 
reforms  or  alterations,  beneficial  or 
otherwise.  It  is  to  their  interest  to 
leave  matters  as  much  as  possible  where 
they  are.  It  is  for  that  reason,  and  be- 
cause the  personnel  of  the  Board  is  not 
such  as  will  carry  with  it  the  confidence 
of  the  people  of  Scotland,  that  I  support 
the  Amendment  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
North  Aberdeen. 

Mil.  MASON  (Lanark,  Mid) :  I  op- 
pose  the  Amendment,  and  I  think  the 
right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the 
Lord  Advocate  has  answered  very  satis- 
factorily the  objections  which  have  been 
raised  to  the  clause.  Power  must  centre 
somewhere.  Why  should  not  the  Scotch 
Education  Department  have  as  full  con- 
trol over  technical  education  as  over  any 
other  branch  of  education  ?  I  cannot 
see,  for  my  part,  why  there  should  bo 
any  alteration  in  the  central  power.  I 
should  have  preferred  to  see  thj  Educa- 
tion Board  in  Edinburgh,  but  as  that 
cannot  be,  I  fail  to  see  any  real  cause 
for  the  objections  raised,  considering 
that  hitherto  the  work  has  boon  done 
exceedingly  well.  My  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  the  Blackfriars  Division  of 
Glasgow  (Mr.  Frovand)  has  complained 
of  the  constitution  of  the  Board.  If  he 
can  prove  it  is  not  satisfactory  to  the 
Scotch  people  let  him  move  an  altera- 
tion. I  have  heard  no  such  complaints 
as  the  hon.  Gentleman  refers  to,  and  I  do 
not  think  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  or  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Home  Secretary  in- 
terfere in  the  slightest  degree  with  educa- 
tion in  Scotland.  I  believe  the  officials 
are  doing  their  work  admirably,  and 
therefore  I  do  not  think  there  is  the 
slightest  necessity  for  this  Amendment. 
I  shall  give  my  support  to  the  Govern- 
ment. 

Mr.  HUNTER:  The  right  hon.  and 
learned  Lord  Advocate  said  he  would  be 
surprised  if  any  considerable  number  of 
Scotch  Members  were  of  my  opinion. 
With  the  exception  of  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  Mid  Lanark  (Mr. 
Mason)  who  had  just  spoken,  I  do  not 
think  he  will  find  any  who  are  not  of 
my  opinion.  It  is  very  unfortunate  that 
this  Bill  should  be  brought  on  at  a 
period  of  the  Session  when  Scotch  Mem- 
bers— owing  to  other  engagements*— 
have  left  town.    I  assure  the  right  hon. 
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Question,  "That  the  words  '  with  the 
csonsent  of  the  Scotch  Edacation  Depart- 
ment' stand  part  of  the  Clause/'  put, 
and  agreed  to. 

A.aiendment  proposed,  in  page  2,  line 
83,  after  **year8,"  insert  ** not  exceeding 
85  years,  unless  with  the  sanction  of  the 
Treasury,  and  in  any  case." — {The  Lord 
Advocate,) 

Question  proposed,  '^  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  CALDWELL  :  I  think  it  would 
be  more  advantageous  if  the  maximum 
period  were  limited  to  35  years.  The 
clause  allows  50  years  in  exceptional 
cases.  I  hope  that  if  the  Scotch  Mem- 
bers are  found  to  be  unanimous  in  a 
matter  of  this  kind,  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Lord  Advocate  will  limit  the 
number  of  years  to  35. 

Mr.  J.  H.  A.  MACDONALI ) :  I  will 
consider  the  question  before  Eeport. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  7  (Combination  of  school  board s 
to  provide  technical  school). 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  3,  line 
11,  after  the  word  *' school,"  to  insert 
the  words  **  and  the  sum  necessary  to 
meet  any  deficiency  on  the  technical 
school  accounts." — {27ie  Lord  Advocate.) 

Question,  **  That  those  words  be  there 
inserted,"  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  3,  line 
13,  to  leave  out  the  word  **  thereof,"  and 
insert  the  words  **  of  said  resolution." — 
[iir.  Caldwell.) 

Question,  **  That  the  word  *  thereof ' 
stand  part  of  the  Clause,"  put,  and 
negatived. 

Question,  **  That  the  words  *  of  said 
resolution'  be  there  inserted,"  put,  and 
agreed  to. 

Clause  8  agreed  to. 

Clause  9  (Scholars  admissible  to  tech- 
nical schools). 

Amendment  proposed. 

In  page  3,  line  21,  to  leave  out  from  "from  " 
lo  **  Act,"  in  line  2o,  inclusive,  and  insert 
"  under  section  serenty-threo  of  *  The  Education 
(Scotland)  Act,  1872,'  as  amended  by  section 
seven  of  *  The  Education  (Scotland)  Act, 
1883.*  *'— (T/ie  Lord  Advocate.) 

Question,  *'  That  those  words  be  there 
inserted,"  put,  and  agreed  to. 

YOL.  COOXX.    [Tiuioj  s£BiJis.J 


Motion  made  and  Question  proposed, 
**  That  the  Clause,  as  amended,  stand 
part  of  the  Bill." 

Mr.  hunter  (Aberdeen,  N.) :  I 
think  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman the  Lord  Advocate  might  well 
dispense  with  this  clause.  It  is  one 
which  might  operate  inconveniently, 
and  it  is  really  unnecessary.  No  person 
goes  to  a  school,  and  pays  fees  to  go  to 
that  school,  unless  he  has  reason  to 
think  he  is  going  to  get  some  beneCt 
from  it. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Clause  10  (Technical  schools  deemed 
public.     Effect  of  attendance). 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  3,  line 
29,  after  the  word  *' Parliament,"  to 
insert  the  words  "  under  the  Education 
(Scotland)  Acts,  1872  to  1883."— (TAo 
Lord  Advocate.) 

Question,  **  That  those  words  bo  there 
inserted,"  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 
Clause  11  (DeGnitions). 

Amendment  proposed. 

In  page  3,  lino  32,  prefix  the  following  words  : 
— **  The  expression  'technical  school'  means  a 
school  or  department  of  a  school  in  which  to<!h- 
nical  instruction  is  given,  and  '  school  board ' 
shall  include  corabinjition  of  school  boards.**— 
( The  Lord  Adrociite.) 

Question,  **  That  those  words  be  there 
inserted,"  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  hunter  (Aberdeen,  N.) :  I  beg 
to  move  the  Amendment  which  stands 
in  my  name.  The  reason  why  I  move 
this  Amendment  is  simply  that,  without 
interfering  with  the  discretion  of  the 
Science  and  Art  Department,  I  wish  to 
give  power  to  the  school  boards  to  teach 
any  of  the  subjects  that  are  enumerated 
in  this  list  at  their  own  expense,  if  they 
choose  to  do  so.  If  the  school  lioards 
choose  to  teach  these  subjects,  tliere  is 
no  reason  why  they  should  not  do  so 
without  interference  from  tho  Scotch 
Education  Department.  Thr*  Glasgow 
School  Board  has  parsed  a  rc'solution, 
which  I  dare  say  has  readied  tho  hands 
of  tho  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
the  Lord  Advocate,  in  which  they  lay 
great  stress  on  the  point.  I  do  not  wish 
to  give  the  school  boards  too  wide  a  dis- 
cretion, and  I  think  my  Amendment 
gives  sufficient  guarantee  against  any 
extravagance  in  the  public  business. 

3  N 
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{OOHUONS}  {Seotland)  SHI. 


O'Connor,  J.  (Tippty.) 
PickennU,  B.  H. 
Pyne,  J.  D. 


aedooBld,  right  hon.  Hitohie,  rt.  hon.  C.  T. 

J.  H,  A.  Robertson,  J.  P.  B, 

llaolure,  J.  W.  Round.  J. 

Mason,  S.  Smith,  right  hon.  W. 
Matthewa.'^rt.  hon.  H.         H. 

UaivcU,  Sir  U.  U.  Stanhope,  rt.  hon.  E. 

Milvaia,  T.  Stophons,  H.  C. 

Mount,  W.  (J.  Talbot,  J.  G. 

Murdoch,  C.  T.  Tample,  Sir  R. 

Northcote,  hon.  H.  S.  Toltemache,  H.  J. 

Parker,  hon.  F.  Webeler,  Sir  R,  E. 

Polly.  Sir  L.  Weymouth,  Viaoount 

Plunket,     right    hon.  Wortley,  C.  B.  Stnart< 

D.  R. 

Powell,  F.  B.  TELIBBB. 

Puleaton,  Sir  J.  H.  DoubUb,  A.  Akera- 

Beod,  U.  B.  Walrond,  Col.  W.  H. 

NOES. 
Biggsr,  J.  G. 
Carew,  J.  L. 

Clanay,  J.  J.  ,      . 

Conway,  U.  Rovhuida,  J. 

Conyhoara,  C.  A.  V.  Sexton,  T. 

UoMham,  H.  Stewart,  U. 
Dillwyn,  L.  L. 

M'Apthur,  W.  A.  tbllbbs. 

Nolan.  J.  Hunter,  W.  A. 

O'Brien,  P.  Provand,  A.  D. 

Mk.  mason  (Lanark,  Mid) :  I  rise 
to  move  the  eecond  reading  of  a  new 
clause  which  I  have  placed  upoa  the 
Paper.  The  objeot  I  have  in  view  is  to 
give  power  to  school  boards  to  assist 
other  sohoola  in  providing  technical 
education.  As  aa  instance,  I  will  take 
the  City  of  Qlaagow.  You  have  there 
50  trades,  perhapa  in  all  of  which  in- 
atructiou  is  rec^uired,  and  it  will  be 
almoat  impoasible  for  the  school  board 
to  erect  schools  to  provida  for  all  this 
technical  education.  It  wilt  be  very 
expensive  work  indeed  to  do  all  that 
will  be  required,  and  suoh  aa  none  of 
OUT  cities,  situated  as  Glasgow  ia,  would 
face.  There  would  be  considerable  dif- 
fioult;  in  meeting  all  the  demands  on 
the  school  boards  for  technical  education. 
But  there  are  already  a  number  of 
schools  which  stand  greatly  in  need  of 
aaBiatauce  from  the  school  board ;  and 
by  the  clause  I  have  put  down  the 
Bchool  board  would  be  able  to  give  that 
assistance  which  without  it  they  would 
have  no  power  to  grant.  Of  courae,  the 
school  board  would  imposa  their  own 
conditions  as  to  the  way  in  which  they 
would  aaeiat  the  other  sohoalB.  The 
o'bject  I  have  in  view  ia,  as  much  aa  pos- 
sible, to  save  the  money  of  the  rate- 
payers, and  also  to  stimulate  the  various 
trades  to  set  up  schoolrooms  in  the  ex- 
pectation that  the  school  board  would 
give  them  assistance.    There  are  many 
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towns  in  Scotland  where  there  are  tluae, 
six,  or  more  trades  bein^  aarried  on,  ud 
in  which  it  wonll  be  very  difficult  to  lat 
up  schools  for  the  purpose  of  tht 
technical  instruction  required,  withosl 
the  assistance  I  propose  should  beglrei 
by  the  school  boi  'd ;  and  I  have  a  con 
fident  feeling  t!i  .t  a  stimulus  would  b< 
given  in  the  right  direction  if  my  claasi 
were  added  to  the  Bill.  I  trust,  there 
fore,  the  right  hou.  and  learned  Qeatln 
man  the  Lord  Advocate  will  agree  to  thi 
second  reading  of  the  clause. 

New  Clause — 

(Power  to  school  boani.to  Msiat  tsoliniad 

"  Subject  to  the  oonditiou  nader  which 
school  board  may  provide  and  miinUia  ■ 
technical  school  (so  far  as  such  condition)  tf- 
upplicahle)  a  school  board  may  (with  the  cos' 
sent  of  the  Scotch  Education  Dapartmsnt  ao'l 
in  torms  thetsof)  auist  other  eohooli  providing 
technical^instruction," — (Jfr.  Jftuan,) 
—iroughtyp,  and  read  the  first  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  nropote J, 
"That  the  Clauae  benowjread  a  secoad 
time," 

Tub  LOBD  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  J.H.A 
Macoonald)  (Edinburgh  and  St.  An- 
drew's Universities) :  I  do  not  qnito 
like  the  clause  in  its  present  form ;  therE 
is  one  portion  of  it  which  it  would  bt 
necessary  to  alter,  and  that  is  at  the  end 
of  the  clauae.  I  suggest  that  wordi 
should  be  struck  out  of  the  last  line  foi 
the  purpose  of  inserting  "  on  suoh  tsrmi 
and  conditions  as  may  be  prescribed 
provide  technical  instruction.  If  tb< 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Mic 
Lanark  will  admit  such  words,  I  ehal 
certainly  be    inolinod    to    support  hti 


Mb.  MASON :  I  sfaaU  be  very  glad  t< 
accept  them. 

Mb.  CALDWELL  (Glasgow.  St 
RoIIox) :  I  feel  compelled  to  give  thii 
clause  my  moat  atronuoua  opposition 
and  I  ask  the  r^ht  hon.  Gentlamaa  thi 
Leader  of  the  House  (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith 
to  consider  the  very  important  prisoipli 
involved  in  my  hon.  Friend's  propoaal 
According  to  the  Education  (Soottand' 
Act,  1872,  school  boards  were  aathoiizec 
to  provide  board  schools  for  elemental] 
inatruction  ;  but  there  was  no  proTinoi 
in  that  Act  authorizing  school  boarda  U 
contribute  money  to  schools  not  nndei 
their  management.    There  is  bo  auch 
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principle  in  operation  in  Scotland  as 
that  tne  ratepayers'  money  should  be  col- 
lected for  the  purpose  of  providing 
schools  to  be  maintained  in  any  other 
way  than  under  the  control  of  the  school 
board  itself.  It  is  an  entirely  novel 
principle  which  my  hon.  Friend  seeks  to 
introduce,  when  he  asks  for  the  sub- 
Bidizing  of  schools  that  arc  not  entirely 
under  the  control  of  the  school  board. 
Supposing  that  you  hold  that  school 
boards  are  to  be  entitled  to  subi«idizo 
technical  schools  which  are  purely  of  a 
voluntary  nature,  then  you  raise  this 
important  question — that  they  also  will 
claim  that  they  ought  to  have  a  grant 
out  of  the  local  rates  for  the  purpose  of 
Btarting  other  schools  which  may  be 
quite  as  necessary  as  any  technical 
schools  can  be ;  and  I  am  surprised  that 
the  Government,  at  this  period  of  the 
Session,  should  entertain  a  proposal 
which  will  meet,  undoubtedly,  with 
strong  opposition. 

Thb  first  lord  of  the  TREA- 
8URY  (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith)  (Strand, 
Westminster) :  I  venture  to  appeal  to 
the  hon.  Member  for  Mid  Lanark  (Mr. 
Mason)  not  to  press  his  clause  this  even- 
ing, but  to  give  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  the  Lord  Advocate 
an  opportunity  of  considering  it  between 
the  present  time  and  the  Report.  If 
the  clause  is  pressed  now,  I  shall  feel  it 
my  duty  to  oppose  it. 

Motion  and  Oiause,  by  leave,  with- 
iraicn, 

Mb.  a\X.I)\VELL  (Glasgow,  St. 
BoUox) :  There  is  another  point  winch 
I  hope  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman will  adjust  before  Report. 
According  to  the  Education  Act,  all 
accounts  must  bo  Liid  before  Parlia- 
ment. It  is  necessary  that  the  accounts 
of  the  schools  should  be  taken  and  pre- 
sented in  the  same  way,  and  I  suggest 
that  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man should  provide  for  this  on  the 
Beport. 

Schedule. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  4,  to 
leave  out  the  Schedule. — \^The  Lord 
Advocate.) 

Amendment  agre$d  to. 

Bill  reported :  as  amended,  to  be  con- 
aidered  To-morrow. 


MUNICIPAL  UECJULATION  (roNKTAIJlJ. 
LAKY,  kv.)  (HKLFAST)  ir^^eoimniUfil) 
13ILL.-[niLL  'JOl.J 

[Colonel  Kniff'llarman^    Mi'.    Solicitor    Otneral 

fur  Ireland.) 

COMMITTEE. 

Order  for  Committee  road. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
**That  the  Order  bo  disfdiarged.'* 

Mr.  SKXTON  (Helfast,  W.) :  Sir,  I 
feel  it  my  duty  to  protest  ogainst  the 
discharge  of  this  Order. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 
Order  discharged. 
Bill  withdrawn. 

NAVY  AND  ARMY  KXPENIilTrUE, 

1885-G. 

Accounts  considered  in  Committee. 
(In  the  Committee.) 

(1.)  ReHolvedy  That  it  appears  by  tho  Navy  Ap- 
i)ropriatioii  Account  for  the  year  ended  the  2(1  ft 
d:iy  of  March  1 886,  and  the  btatement  appended 
thereto,  as  follows,  viz.  :— 

(a.)  That  the  gpross  ozpenditiiro  for  certain 
Navy  Services  exceeded  the  estimate  of 
such  expenditure  by  a  total  sum  of 
£3.644,763  8«.  2d.,  as  shown  in  Colomn 
No.  1  of  the  Schedule  hereto  appended ; 
while  the  groits  expenditure  fir  other 
Navy  Si  T vices  fell  short  of  the  estimate 
of  such  expenditure  by  a  total  sum  of 
£43,404  8«.  hd.,  as  shown  in  Colomn 
No.  2  of  the  said  api>euded  Schedule,  so 
that  the  gross  actual  expenditure  for  the 
whole  of    the  Navv  Ser^-ices  exceeded 

• 

the  gross  estimated  exfienditnre  bv  the 
n-jt  sum  of  £3.601,358  19«.  d<f. : 
(b.f  That  tip;  r.-ceipts  in  aid  of  certain 
Navv  Services  fell  short  of  the  estimate 
of  s'.ifh  rec*:ipts  by  a  t/ital  sam  of 
£3,604  IOjt.  3'/., as  s»ho*n  in CVl-imn No. 3 
of  Ih'r  *>aid  appended  Schedule:  mhile 
the  rt'.eipts  in  aid  of  other  Navj'  Ser- 
vices exceed'^  the  estimate  of  luoh  n>- 
cf-iptn  by  a  total  sum  of  £106,222  7«.  Htf.« 
a»  shown  in  O^lnmn  No.  4  of  the  said 
app<;nd<.-d  Schedule:  so  that  the  tutal 
ar.-tual  receipts  in  aid  of  the  Gnnts  for 
Navy  Services  exceeded  the  total  eiti- 
mated  receipts  by  the  net  sum  of 
£102,557  ll«-5tf. : 
(c.  lliat  the  re^ultin?  dllTerenoM  bttveen 
th«:  Exfh«-'i';fer  Grants  for  Narr  Ser- 
vices and  the  net  expfrnditure  are  w  fol- 
lows, viz. : — 

£  r.   i. 

ToUl  SurpIuMS  .«     43.66%  16     % 

ToUl  I>*f:'.i-i,s a,;»42.3O0     4     7 

12.)  JUtof*<d.  Ti.A\  \':*H  Comniiuuon^Ts  of  Her 
Maj*rsty'i  Treat  i*y  Ldve  tetuporarilT  unlho- 
lii^A  the  applicaiti.ii,  iu  Ttd^t^*jn  of  the  nc4 
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ToUl  Deficit  to  be  £3,498,801  8t.  4d. 

MH  out  of  the  Vote  of  Credit  for  NaT»l  and  MOitMy  Operatioin 
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(4.)  Ri9olt$i,  That  it  appears  by  the  Army  Ap- 
xropriaiion  Account  for  the  year  ended  the  Slst 
lay  of  March  1886,  and  the  statement  appended 
hereto,  as  follows,  viz.  : — 

(a.)  That  the  gross  expenditure  for  certain 

Army  Services  exceeded  the  estimate  of 

such    expenditure  by  a    total    sum  of 

£6,165,137  5«.  7<f.,  as  shown  in  Column 

No.  1  of  the  Schedule  hereto  appended ; 

while  the  gross  expenditure  for  other 

Army  Services  fell  short  of  the  Estimate 

of  such  expenditure  by  a  total  sum  of 

£129,190  U.  2d.y  as  shown  in   Column 

No.  2  of  the  said  appended   Schedule; 

80  that  the  gross  actual  expenditure  for 

the  whole  of  the  Army  Services  exceeded 

the  gross  estimated  expenditure  by  the 

net  sum  of  £6,035,947  ix.  bd. ; 
(b.)  That  the  receipts   in   aid   of    certain 

Army  Services  fell  short  of  tlie  estimate 

of.  such    receipts    by    a   total    sum    of 

£20,749  3«.   10^.,  as  shown  in   Column 

No.  3  of  the  said  appended  Schedule; 

while  the  receipts  in  aid  of  other  Army 

Services  exceeded  the  estimate  of  such 

receipts  by  a  total  sum  of  £327,410  11«.. 


as  shown  in  Column  No.  4  of  the  said 
appended  Schedule;  so  that  the  total 
actual  receipts  in  aid  of  the  Grants  for 
Army  Services  exceeded  the  total  esti- 
mated receipts  by  the  not  sum  of 
£306,661  7*.  2d, ; 
(c.)  That  the  resulting  differences  between 
the  Exchequer  Grants  for  Army  Services 
and  the  net  expenditure  are  as  follows, 
viz. : — 

£         i.    d. 
Total  Surpluses    ...         136,332    8    9 
Total  Deficits        ...     6,865,618     6    0 
(5.)  Resolved,  That  the  Commissioners  of  Her 
Majesty's  Treasury   have  temporarily   autho- 
rised the  application,  in  reduction  of  the  net 
charge  on  Exchequer  Grants  for  certain  Army 
Services,  of  the  whole  of  the  sums  received  in 
excess  of  the  estimated  appropriations  in  aid, 
in  respect  of  the  same  Services,  and  have  also 
temporarily  authorised  the  application   of  the 
said  total  surpluses  on  certain  Grants  for  Army 
Services  towards  meeting  the  said  total  deficits 
on  other  Grants  for  Army  Services. 

(6.)  Resolved,  That  the   application  of  such 
sums  be  sanctioned. 


SCHEDULE. 


^?*    Army    Services,    1885  -  6, 

„^;  Votes. 

Vote. 


1  Pay  of  the  Generai;;Staff, 

Regimental  Fay,  &c.    . . 

2  Divine  Service  . . 

3  Administration] of  Military 

Xiaw  • . 

4  Hedical  Establishments  and 

Services 
b    Militia    Pay    and    Allow- 
ances 

6  Yeomanry    Cavalry    Pay 

and  Allowances 

7  Volunteer  Corps  Pay  and 

Allowances 

8  Army  Reserve  Force  Pay 

and  Allowances 

9  Commissariat,     Transport, 

and  Ordnance  Store  Es- 
tablishments .. 

10  Provisions,   Forage,  Fuel, 

Transport,     and    other 
Services         •  • 

11  Clothing    Establishments, 

Services,  and  Supplies. . 


Oarried  forward 


Gross  Expenditure. 


Excesses  of  Surpluses  of 

Actual  over  Estimated 

Estimated  '  over  Actual 

Gross  Gross 

Expenditure.  < Expenditure. 

1.  ;     2. 


£        s.     d. 

747,340  16  10, 
6,261     1     9 


46,076  10     9 

66,452    9     2 

4,991   14     8. 


349,722  12  11 

1,447,094  18     6 
325,198  19    9 


s. 


Appropriations  in  Aid. 


Deficiencies  of 
Actual  as 

compared   with 

Estimated 

Receipts. 

3. 


1,058  12     6 


1,144  18  10 
41,438     7     9 


Surpluses  of 

Actual  as 

compared   with 

Estimated 

Receipts. 

4. 


£,       s.    d.         £      «.      d. 


17    9  7 

112  17  0 

1,110  19  llj 
*  * 

176    5  6 


266,666  19  10 


146  18    9 


3,814    6    4 


17    7  10 


89  19    7 


3,786  18    8 


47,096  19    8 


2,991,139     3    4  48,641  19    0        6,218  18    4     816.764     4    4 
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Navy  and  Army  {COMMONS}  Expenditure,  1840 

SCHEDULE— <?6»/»«w^i. 


1 
1  _ 

Qross  Expenditure. 

Appropriations  in  Aid. 

1 

Excesses  of 

Surpluses    of 

* 

Deficiencies  of 

Surpluses  of 

^f     Army    Services,    188o  -  6,; 

,,  .                      Votes. 
\  ote. 

Actual  over 

Fstiraated 

Actual  as 

Actual  as 

Estimated 

over  Actual 

compared    with 

compared  with 

1 

Gross 

Gross 

Estimated 

Estimated 

1 

Expenditure. 

Expenditure. 

Receipts. 

Receipts. 

i 
1 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

£        #.     d. 

£        8,     d. 

£       t.     d. 

£        ff.   i. 

Brought  forward              ..2,991,139    3    4 

1 

43,641   19     0 

5,231  18    4 

316,V54    4    4 

1 

12    Supply,  Manufacture,  and| 

Ecpair  of   Warlike  and' 

other  Stores   ..             ..!• 

),327,461     4  10 

•  • 

2.622  15    0 

13    Works,      Buildings,     and 

Repairs  at  Home    and 

Abroad           . .             •  • , 

809,358    4     6 

•  • 

6,840    9     5 

1 4    Establishments  for  Military 

Education       . .             . . ' 

•  • 

3,925    2    3 

•  • 

9,207  15  11 

15    Miscellaneous       Eflfective, 

Services          . .             . .  | 

8,123     6     2 

•  i 

2,642  16     n 

16     Salaries  and  Miscellaneous; 

t\0           4           A 

Charges  of  the  War  Office, 

11,440  15     1 

•  • 

28     4     0 

17    Rewards  for  Distinguished 

n/\        A         #• 

Services 

2,974  10     9 

•  1 

39    8    7 

18    Half  Pay 

.  • 

17,235    3    6 

•  • 

696    4    9 

19     Retired  Pay,  &c.               ..| 

•  • 

32,232     8    0 

•  • 

3o7    0  11 

20     Widows'  Pensions            . .  i 

10,853     5     3 

•  • 

69    0     0 

21     Pensions  fur  Wounds       . .  \ 

2,867  16     3 

•  • 

300    0    0 

22     Chelsea  and    Kilmainhara 

Hospitals        . .             ' .  i 
23    Out- Pensions     . .             . . ; 

•  • 

•  • 

59    2  10 
26,019    5     3 

3,216  18  11 

05    0    1 

24    Superannuation        Allow- 
ances 

•  • 

5,018     5     9 

57  13     0 

26    Militia,  Yeomanry  Cavalry,' 

and    Volunteer    Corps, 

Retired  Pay  . . 

•  t 

1,058  14     9 

Balance    irrecover- 

able    •  •            t . 

919    0    h 

1 

6,105,137    5     7 

Net  Deficit,  £6, 

129,190   1     2 

^ • ^ 

035,947    4     i 

!      20,749     3  10 

827,410  11    0 

>      Net  Surplus, 

,£306,661    7    S 

Total  Deficit,  £5,729,285  17     3, 
to  be  met  out  of  the  Vote  of  Credit  for  Naval  and  Military  Operations. 


Mr.  CONYBEA.RE  (Cornwall,  Cam- 
borne) :  I  think  we  have  a  right  to  ask 
Her  Majesty  Government  for  some 
reason  why  it  appears  by  the  Navy  Appro- 
priation Account  that  there  is  this  enor- 
mous excess  over  the  original  amount  of 
the  estimated  expenditure.  The  general 
method  of  lookiu*^  after  the  expenditure 
of  taxes  in  this  Hoiitfe  is  about  as  loose 
and  slipshod  as  anything  can  be,  and 
therefore  I  say  we  ought  to  have  an 
explanation  of  the  reason  for  our  being 


asked  to  agree  to  this  lengthy  Besolu^ 
tion. 

The  secretary  to  thb  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  Jackson)  (Leeds,  N.)  :  Thit 
Resolution  merely  asks  for  the  forma 
sanction  of  Parliament  to  the  applioatioi 
of  certain  sums  the  temporary  applica 
tion  of  which  has  been  sanctioned  bj 
the  Treasury.  It  is  also  a  question  o 
sanctioniog  the  transfer  and  appropria 
tion  to  certain  Services  of  aurplusei 
which  have  arisen  under  Yotes  grante< 
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for  other  Services,  a  practice  which  hon. 
Members  will  bo  aware  is  allowed  in 
the  case  of  the  Army  and  Navy,  but 
which  is  not  permitted  in  the  case  of 
the  Civil  Service.  It  is  merely  a  transfer 
of  the  saving  on  one  Yote  to  the  deficit 
on  another,  for  which  the  Treasury  asks 
the  formal  sanction  of  Parliament. 

Mb.  CONYBEARE  :  I  do  not  want 
to  oppose  the  Resolution,  and  I  am  per- 
fectly certain  it  would  be  of  no  use  if  I 
were  to  do  so.  I  simply  express  my 
opinion  that  this  is  a  most  unsatisfactory 
way  of  doing  the  business  of  the  country, 
and  at  the  same  time  the  hope  that  the 
time  is  not  far  distant  when  we  shall 
know  more  about  these  matters. 

Me.  CLANCY  (Dublin  Co.,  N.) :  The 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  has  stated  that  this  is  a  Motion 
for  thepurpose  of  transferring  the  surplus 
arising  on  one  Yote  to  reduce  the  deficit 
occurring  on  another.  But  there  ap- 
pears to  have  been  a  deficit  in  every 
case,  and  I  must  therefore  ask  for  some 
further  explanation  from  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman. 

Mb.  JACKSON :  I  would  point  out 
to  the  hon.  Gentleman  that  the  money 
provided  by  Parliament  in  the  present 
case  comes  from  a  Vote  of  Credit,  which, 
as  the  hon.  Gentleman  will  know,  is 
quite  different  from  an  ordinary  Vote  on 
the  Estimates,  inasmuch  as  it  is  adminis- 
tered by  the  Treasury. 

Mr.  CLANCY:  Is  this  the  usual 
thing  ? 

Mr.  JACKSON :  No. 

Mr.  CLANCY :  My  impression  was 
that  there  was  a  pledge  given  at  the  end 
of  last  Session  that  this  sort  of  thing 
would  not  occur  again. 

Mr.  JACKSON  :  There  seems  that 
there  has  been  a  very  large  amount  of 
what  is  called  tiie  war  scare.  These 
sums  were  paid  out  of  the  Vote  of  Cre- 
dit, and  were  sanctioned  by  the  Trea- 
sury. 

Mr.  SEXTON  (Belfast,  W) :  Mem- 
bers of  the  Committee  are  very  disa- 
greeably struck,  after  having  heard  the 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  say  that  this  is  a  matter  merely 
for  devoting  surpluses  for  the  pay- 
ment of  deficits,  to  hear  that  the  sur- 
pluses were  £lO.O()0,  where  the  deficits 
amounted  to  £3,500,000  in  one  case, 
and  that  whilst  in  the  other  case  the 
surplus  amounted  to  £306,000  the  deficit 


amounts  to  over  £6,000,000.    I  should 
like  to  ask  whether  the  amount  set  out 
in  the  first  of  these  columns  has  been 
covered  by  the  Vote  on  Account  ? 
Me.  JACKSON:  Certainly. 

Eesolutions  to  be  reported  To-morrow. 

VACANT  GROUNDS  (NUISANCES    PRE- 
VENTION)  BILL.-(BiLL  388.) 

{Mr.  Lawsofif  Mr,  ffimt,  Mr.  Howell^  Mr.  Jamet 

Rowlands.) 

SECOND    BEADING. 

Crder  for  Second  Eeading  read. 

Mr.  J.  ROWLANDS  (Finsbury,  E) : 
I  am  sorry  that  I  have  to  trouble  the 
House  at  this  early  hour  of  the  morning 
(3.50  a.m.)  about  this  Bill;  but  I  had 
hoped  that  the  Government  would  have 
been  able  to  accept  it,  without  its  being 
necessary  to  offer  any  explanation.  I 
hope,  under  any  circumstances,  they  will 
be  able  to  accept  it.  It  is  merely  an 
Amending  Bill  of  some  of  the  existing 
Acts  of  Parliament,  and  I  believe  that 
if  they  had  been  worked  strictly,  instead 
of  being  worked  in  a  lax  manner,  it 
would  have  been  possible  to  grapple 
with  the  case  this  measure  is  particularly 
intended  to  meet.  I  believe  that  if  there 
is  one  subject  more  than  another  which 
has  created  a  great  deal  of  feeling  in 
this  House  it  is  the  subject  of  burial 
grounds.  Hon.  Members  on  all  sides  of 
the  House  have  taken  an  interest  in  it, 
and  all  are  most  anxious  that  these 
places  should  not  only  not  be  desecrated, 
but  should  be  properly  respected.  Now, 
for  some  considerable  time,  as  is  known 
to  a  great  many  persons,  a  great  scandal 
has  been  taking  place  in  the  north-west 
of  London  in  connection  with  a  burial 
ground  in  Tottenham  Court  Eoad.  I 
believe  the  ownurs  of  the  burial  ground 
got  into  some  financial  difficulties,  and 
disassociated  it  from  the  Whitfield  Taber- 
nacle, and  it  fell  into  the  hands  of  a 
speculative  gentleman,  who  has  tried  to 
build  on  the  ground.  He  commenced 
removing  the  remains  of  persons  who 
had  been  interred,  and  he  had  to  be 
prevented  doing  that.  When  he  found 
it  was  impossible  to  build  on  the  ground 
he  seems  to  have  taken  other  action,  not 
out  of  disrespect  to  the  ground,  but  for 
the  benefit  of  the  Whitfield  Tabernaole. 
He  then  let  it  to  someone  who  uses  it  for 
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the  holding  of  fairs.  I  ask  can  anyone 
look  without  outraged  feelings  at  the  fact 
that  one  of  these  burial  places,  conse- 
crated not  in  the  sense  that  burial  grounds 
are  consecrated  in  the  Church  of  Eng- 
land, but  by  the  remains  of  the  ancestors 
of  the  people  living  in  the  locality,  and 
which  must  be  sacred  to  those  relatives 
who  remain,  is  being  utilized  for  the 
purpose  of  merrymaking  and  for  the 
holding  of  a  fair.  A  relative  of  a 
person  buried  in  this  ground  came  to 
me  to- day,  and  asked  me  to  try  and  do 
my  best  to  get  this  nuisance  removed. 
As  I  say,  there  is  an  ordinary  public 
fair  going  on  upon  this  burial  ground  ; 
there  are  rifle  shooting  galleries  and  all 
the  rest  of  the  nuisances — admitted 
nuisances  to  everyone  living  in  the 
neighbourhood — which  usually  attend 
these  fairs  in  crowded  neighbourhoods. 
The  inhabitants  of  the  district  have  no 
means  of  preventing  the  nuisance,  con- 
sequently this  little  Bill  is  brought  in  to 
grapple,  if  possible,  with  the  difficulty. 
I  am  prepared  to  accept  any  Amendment 
the  Government  may  think  necessary, 
in  order,  if  the  Bill  is  not  workable,  to 
render  it  workable.  I  ask  the  Govern- 
ment sincerely,  if  they  possibly  can,  to 
help  us  to  get  this  Bill  through,  and  to 
stop  this  grave  scandal  which,  I  believe, 
the  police  authorities  have  tried  to  put 
a  stop  to ;  but,  if  refused,  it  is  powerless 
to  prevent.  An  injunction  has  been  ob- 
tained against  the  proprietor  or  lessee 
of  the  ground;  but  it  only  applies  for 
one  hour  during  the  week  while  service 
is  going  on  in  the  Whit6eld  Tabernacle 
on  a  Wednesday  evening. 

Motion  made,  and  Question,  '*That 
the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time," — 
{Mr,  J,  KowlandSj) — put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  committed 
for  To-morrow, 

COPYHOLD  ENFRANCHISEMENT  BILL 

[Lordg.}— [Bill  359.] 

(Mr,  Haldane.) 

COMMITTEE.     [^ProgriBB  Ut  September, 2 

Bill  considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Clause  1  agreed  to. 

Clause  2  (All  may  be  admitted  by 
attorney.) 

Mr.  CLANCY  (Dublin  Co.,  N.) :  I 
submit  that  this  is  no  hour  to  go  on 

Mr,  J,  Rowlands  ' 


with  this  Bill,  especiallj  considering 
that  the  Munioipal  Regulation  (Gob- 
stabulary,  &a)  (Belfast)  Bill  has  bea 
postponed  for  another  Session,  becauc 
there  is  no  time  to  consider  it.  Itii 
ridiculous  to  proceed  with  a  Bill  like 
this,  to  which  there  maj  be  great  oppO' 
sition.  I  beg  leave  to  move  that  th< 
Chairman  report  Prog^ress,  and  ask  lea?< 
to  sit  again. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed 
"  That  the  Chairman  report  Progresi 
and  ask  leave  to  sit  again."~(ifr 
Clancy,) 

Mr.  ELTON  (Somerset,  Wellington) 
I  hope  the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Membei 
for  North  Dublin  will  remember  thai 
this  Bill  is  a  Bill  which  has  been  throagl 
Committee  and  through  the  House  foi 
the  last  four  or  five  years.  There  ii 
hardly  a  word  in  it  which  has  not  been 
settled  by  the  Land  Commisaioners,  whc 
have  contributed  every  neoessary  Amend- 
ment. The  measure  does  not  affect  Ire- 
land in  any  way;  but  in  some  of  the 
most  populated  parts  of  this  country  ii 
will  produce  the  removal  of  a  greal 
grievance  which  has  been  felt  m  i 
great  many  years.  It  is  not  a  oompiil< 
sory  Bill,  as  hon.  Members  are  aware, 
but  a  permissive  one,  and  its  effect  wil 
be  to  alleviate  the  condition  of  Lanca 
shire  copyholds  and  to  make  the  enfran 
chisement  of  other  copyholds  easier. 

Mb.  sexton  (Belfast,  W.):  Mj 
hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Nortl 
Dublin  has  pointed  out  that  on  the  Mo- 
tion of  the  Gk>vemment  this  morning  f 
very  important  Bill  urgently  requirec 
concerning  the  public  peaoe  of  a  part  ol 
the  United  Elingdom  has  been  with- 
drawn,  and  the  order  for  it  discharged, 
because  there  is  not  time  to  deal  witli 
it  this  Session,  and  that  in  spite  of  the 
fact  that  it  was  not  opposed.  That  is  i 
strong  argument  for  the  same  coam 
being  taken  here.  This  may  be  a  simpk 
Bill ;  but,  Sir,  I  notice  that  you  oalled 
out  the  names  of  several  Gentlemen  whc 
have  Amendments  on  the  Paper,  and 
that  no  one  responded.  These  hon. 
Members  are  not  present,  and  to  take 
the  Bill  in  their  absence  will  pxobablj 
be  to  risk  passing  the  measorem  an  im- 
perfect form. 

Mr.  ELTON :  I  have  the  authority 
of  the  hon.  Members  for  the  withdrawd 
of  their  Amendments. 
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I.  SEXTON:  To  proceed  with  a 
t  this  kind,  in  the  absence  of  hon. 
eman  who  have  Amendments  on 
^aper,  certainly  does  not  seem  to 
ke  legislation.  I  hope  my  hon. 
d  will  press  his  Motion. 
B  FIRST  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
r  (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith)  (Strand, 
minster) :  I  would  point  out  that 
(ill  has  come  from  the  other  House, 
e  case  of  the  Belfast  Bill,  to  which 
Members  opposite  refer,  it  was  a 
ire  which  originated  in  this  House, 
rhich,  therefore,  would  have  to  be 
;o  the  other  House  after  it  passes 
gh    all    its    stages     here.     Obvi- 

there  would  not  have  been  time 
ass  the  measure  through  both 
es. 

;.  CLANCY :  The  fact  of  a  Bill 
goome  down  from  the  other  House 

argument  with  me  in  favour  of 
a  Bill,  and  the  fact  that  a  Bill  is 
ived  of  by  the  Land  Commissioners 
lewise  no  argument  with  me  in  its 
»rt.  I  remember  making  an  inquiry 
ear  with  regard  to  those  Land  Com- 
)ners,  and  the  result  of  the  inquiry 
to  make  me  distrust  everything 
t  comes  down  from  them.  It  is 
lions  to  be  proceeding  with  such  a 
ion  as  this  at  4  o'clock  in  the 
ing. 

,  OONYBEARE  (Cornwall,  Cam- 
i) :  I  should  not  desire  to  oppose 
Bill  under  ordinary  circumstances. 
in  charge  of  an  hon.  and  learned 
d  of  mine  on  the  opposite  Benches 
Elton).  He  is  now  responsible  for 
leasure ;  but  I  believe  it  is  much 

the  legislative  offspring  of  the 
gmd  learned  Member  for  Hadding- 
iCr.  Haldane)  who  sits  on  the  other 
>f  the  House — I  know,  at  any  rate, 
ihat  hon.  Member  takes  gi*eat  in- 
.  in  the  matter.  I  should  be  the 
person  myself  to  oppose  the  Bill 
!  ordinary  circumstances ;  but  con- 
ns the  hour  of   the   morning,  I 

tiie  Motion  my  hon.  Friend  the 
jer  for  North  Dublin  has  made  is 
a  reasonable  one,  and  I  support 
roposal  that  the  Chairman  report 
ress  and  ask  leave  to  sit  again.     I 

it  would  be  a  higher  principle 
g^ing  on  with  this  Bill  to  refuse 
lal  with  such  a  proposal  at  this 
mlj  hour.  I  think  it  would  be  a 
ir  principle  to  take  that  course  than 


to  support  a  Bill  merely  because  it  is 
introduced  by  a  personal  Friend  of  one's 
own.  I  think  the  argument  advanced 
by  my  hon.  Friends  on  these  Benches  is 
strictly  pertinent.  If  there  is  no  time 
to  go  on  with  an  important  Bill,  such  as 
the  Belfast  Constabulary  Bill,  I  do  not 
see  that  we  have  any  call  to  ffo  on  with 
this  measure  at  this  hour.  As  to  what 
has  fallen  from  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Leader  of  the  House  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  knew  perfectly  well  tnat 
the  Government  were  pledged  to  carry- 
ing the  Belfast  Bill. 

The  CHAIRMAN  :  Order,  order! 

Mr.  CONYBEARE:  The  argument 
that  the  two  Bills  are  not  on  a  parity 
is  not  a  matter  deserving  of  considera- 
tion. The  right  hon.  Gentleman  would 
have  found  it  perfectly  possible  to  have 
got  rid  of  the  opposition  to  the  Belfast 
Bill  if  he  had  wished  to  do  so.  Under 
the  circumstances  I  shall  support  my 
hon.  Friend. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided: — Ayes  10; 
Noes    85:    Majority  75, —  (Div.     List, 

No.  468.)  [4.5  A.M.] 

Clause  agreed  to. 
Clause  3  agreed  to. 

Clause  4  (Lord  to  retain  his  right  in 
case  of  escheat). 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
''  That  the  Clause  stand  part  of  the 
BUI." 

Mr.  HALLE Y  STEWART  (Lincoln- 
shire, Spalding) :  I  beg  to  move,  Sir, 
that  you  do  now  leave  the  Chair.  I 
protest  against  legislating  on  a  matter 
of  this  kind  at  10  minutes  past  4  o'clock 
in  the  morning. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
**  That  the  Chairman  do  now  leave  the 
Chair."— (i/r.  HaUey  Stewart.) 

Mr.  CLANCY :  May  I  ask  the  Go- 
vernment if  they  really  intend  to  go  on 
with  this  Bill  of  1 9  pages  at  this  hour 
of  the  morning  ?  I  ask  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman in  charge  of  the  Bill  does  he 
really  expect  the  Committee  to  have 
any  intelligent  knowledge  of  what  it  is 
doing  ? 

Mr.  ELTON :  If  the  hon.  Gentleman 
will  allow  the  Bill  to  go  on  until  there 
is  opposition  to  the  danses,  I  shall  be 
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oonteni  then  to  move  that  Progress  be 
reported.    Most  of  the  Amendments  on 
he  Paper  are  withdrawn. 

The  Committee  proceeded  to  a  Divi- 
sion) and  the  Chairman  stated  he  thought 
the  Noes  had  it,  and  his  decision  being 
challeDged,  he  directed  the  Ayes  to  stand 
up  in  their  places,  and  thirteen  Mem- 
bers only  having  stood  up,  the  Chair- 
man declared  the  Noes  had  it. 

Original  Question  again  proposed. 

Mr.  CONYBELtVRE:  Before  the 
clause  passes  I  think  it  is  desirable  to 
make  some  observations  upon  it.  This 
is  a  Bill  which  extends  over  something 
like  20  pages.  There  is  a  separate 
Paper  containing  a  large  number  of 
Amendments.  It  is  most  ridiculous  to 
ask  us  to  proceed  with  such  a  Bill  at 
this  hour  (4.15)  of  the  morning.  Some 
of  the  Amendments 

The  CHAIRMAN:  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber  must  speak  to  the  clause. 

Mb.  CONYBEARE  :  All  I  have  to 
say  about  this  particular  clause  is  that 
I  have  a  very  strong  objection  to  it 
standing  part  of  the  Bill.  If  it  is  pressed 
we  shall  divide  against  it. 

Mr.  SEXTON :  I  notice  there  is  an 
Amendment  upon  the  Paper  in  the  name 
of  the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
the  Penrith  Division  of  Cumberland 
(Mr.  J.  W.  Lowther)  to  the  effect  that 
the  clause  should  be  omitted  from  the 
Bill.  I  think  the  onus  lies  with  the  pro- 
moters of  the  Bill  to  prove  why  the 
clause  should  remain. 

Mr.  ELTON :  I  have  great  pleasure 
in  answering  what  the  hon.  Member 
has  asked  me.  At  first  sight  it  looks  as 
if  some  privilege  were  going  to  be  given 
to  the  lord  of  the  manor;  but  this  clause 
is  really  designed  to  prevent  compen- 
sation being  given  to  the  lord  of  the 
manor  under  the  name  of  compensation 
for  right  to  escheat.  It  was  considered 
that  this  compensation  might  very  pro- 
perly be  abolished  for  this  reason,  that 
notwithstanding  that  the  landlord  was 
compensated  for  the  right  to  escheat 
when  the  land  was  turned  into  freehold, 
the  right  to  escheat  remained.  Under 
these  circumstances,  it  was  considered 
by  the  persons  who  introduced  this 
clause  that  it  would  be  a  distinct  benefit, 
and  facilitate  the    enfranchisement  of 

Mr,  Mton 


copyhold,  to  do  away  with  the  ngkli 
compensation. 

Original  Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided: — ^Ajm  8; 
Noes  12  :  Majority  70.— (Div.  List,lL 
409). 

Clause  5  agreed  to. 

Clause  6  (Hestraint  on  the  creatiarf 
new  copyholds). 

Mr.  sexton  (Belfast,  W.) :  Inotki 
there  are  two  Amendments  to  thisdaui^ 
one  in  the  name  of  an  hon.  Member  qq 
the  opposite  side  of  the  House— tlu 
Member  for  the  Penrith  Division  oj 
Cumberland  (Mr.  J.  W.  Lowther)— ad 
the  other  in  the  name  of  an  hon.  ta^ 
learned  Gentleman  on  this  side  of  tlu 
House — the  Member  for  Haddingtoi 
(Mr.  Haldane).  The  Amendments  ^n 
identical  with  each  other,  for  they  an 
to  leave  out  all  the  words  after  the  won 
''lands,"  in  line  20,  to  end  of  the  daoie 
I  think  an  Amendment  proposed  on  bod 
sides  of  the  House  must  be  a  very  goo( 
one.    I  therefore  beg  to  move  it. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  2,  lini 
20,  after  *' lands,"  leave  out  to  end  o 
Clause. — {Mr,  Sexton.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  word 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  o 
the  Clause." 

Mr.  ELTON :  The  hon.  and  leame< 
Member  for  Haddington  (Mr.  Haldane] 
whose  Amendment  stands  first  on  th 
Paper,  wishes  to  withdraw  it. 

Mb.  sexton  :  Is  that  all  the  hoi 
and  learned  Gentleman  wishes  to  voucb 
safe  to  the  Committee  ? 

Mr.  ELTON :  It  is  proposed  that  th 
new  copyholds  in  future  shall  not  \ 
created  without  the  previous  consent  / 
the  Land  Commissioners. 

Mr.  SEXTON:  That  is  very  sati 
factory. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  wtMrawn, 

Clause  agreed  to. 

Clauses  7  to  10,  inolusiye,  several! 
agreed  to. 

Clause  1 1  (Amendment  of  Section  6 
21  &  22  Vict.  c.  94). 

Committee  report  Progress ;  to  i 
again  To-morrow. 


At^'immmmi.  {  Septekbsr  8,  1887  [ 


INDIA  (REVENUE  ACCOUNTS). 
^    €MUred^  That  the  several  Accounts 

Ed  Papers  which  have  been  presented 
llie  House  in  this  Session  of  Parlia- 
mt,  relating  to  the  Eevenues  of  India, 
hs   referred  to  the  consideration  of  a 

Dbmmittee  of  the  whole  House. 

f"' 

Jt§9oh0d,  That  this  House  will  this 

lagr  resolve  itself  into  the  said  Com- 

||ifttee.— (1/r.  Jaeksan,) 


A  djournment.  1 860 

ADJOURNMENT. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  f  roposed, 
'^That  this  House  do  now  adjourn." 

The  FIEST  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr,  W.  H.  Smith)  (Strand, 
Westminster) :  I  wish  to  say  that  in 
accordance  with  the  usual  practice,  when 
Supply  is  closed,  and  in  order  that  we 
may  not  sit  quite  so  late,  the  House  will 
meet  at  3  o'clock. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to, 

Hoase  adjourned  at  half  after 
Four  o  clock  in  the  morning. 
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Taxation,  under  Watb  and  Means. 


ABRAHAM,    Mr.    W.,     Glamorgan, 
Rhondda 
Coal   Mines,  Ac.  Regulation,  Consid.  el.  12, 
1100,    1102;   d.   18,  1107:   cL  24.   1103; 
a,  49,  1119  ;  cl.  25,  Amendt.  1123,  1124 

Abraham,  Mr.  W.,  Limerick^  W. 

Supply  —  Criminal  Prosecutions,  dtc.  in  Ire- 
Und,  959 

Local  Government  Board  in  Ireland,  Ac. 
822,  828,  829,  830 

Addiboit,  Mr.  J.  E.  W.,  Ashton-under- 
Lyne 

Board  of  Trade  (Railway  Department)-*- 
Speoial  Provision  for  Women  Travelling, 
900 

North  Sea  Fisheries  -Opposition  at  Ostend, 
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Admiralty — see  No/vy 

Admibalty — First  Lord  {%$$  Hamiltoit, 
Right  Hon.  Lord  G.  F.) 

Admibalty — ^A  Lord  of  {m$  Bebesfobd, 
Lord  C.  W.  De  La  P.) 

Admiralty — Secretary  to  {%$$  Fobwood, 
Mr.  A.  B.) 

Advocate,  The  Lobd  (see  Maodoitald, 
Right  Hon.  J.  H.  A.) 

Afghaniitan —  see  CentnU  Aiia 
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Africa  {South) 

7  he  Cape  Colony-^  The  Regittraiion  Bill, 
Question,  Sir  Goorge  Campbell  ;  Answer, 
The  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  (Sir 
Henry  Holland)  J  u^  26,  18 

The  Transvaal,  Queation,  Sir  George  Camp- 
bell;  Answer,  The  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Colonies  (Sir  Henry  Holland)  Sept  8, 
1665 

Switiland,  A  Railwajf  through,  Question,  Mr. 
Kimber :  Answer,  Tlio  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Colonies  (Sir  Henry  Holland)  Sept  I, 
746 

ZuhUand,  Annexation  of^  Question,  Com- 
mander Bethel! ;  Answer,  The  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Colonics  (Sir  Henry  Holland) 
Sept  S,  1615 

Africa  (  West  Coast) 

Mr.  J.  R.  Maxwell,  Chief  Magistrate  of  the 
Gambia,  Question,  Sir  Robert  Fowler  ;  An- 
swer, The  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colo- 
nies (Sir  Henry  Holland)  Sept  1,  739 
Trading  on  the  Opobo  River,  Question,  Mr. 
W.  F.  Lawrence  ;  Answer,  The  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  (Sir 
James  Fergusson)  Aug  26, 26 

Agricultural    Department  of  the    Privy 
Council 

Agricultural  Veprettion,  Petition  presented, 
Earl  De  La  Warr  Sept  8,  1638  ;  Petition 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table 

Injurious  Insects  Act — The  Colorado  Beetle, 
Question,  Mr.  Webster;  Answer, The  Chan* 
ccllor  oi  the  Duchy  of  I^ncaster  ( Lord  John 
Manners)  Sept  1,  721 

Students  in  Agriculture  at  South  Kensington, 
Question,  Mr.  Labouchere  ;  Answer,  The 
Vice  President  of  the  Council  (Sir  William 
Hart  Dyke)  Sept  I,  742 

AutD,  Mr.  J.,  Paddington^  N, 

Navy  Estimates — Coast  Guard  Service  and 
Royal  Naval  Reserves,  4(0.  1611, 1613 

Ambeose,  Mr.  W.,  Middlesex y  Harrow 
Supply — Chief  Secretary   to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland,  599 

America  (South) — The  Argentine  Republic 
— Bounty  on  Export  of  Meat 
Question,  Mr.  Stephens ;  Answer,  The  Secre- 
tary to  the  Board  of  Trade  (Uaron  Henry 
De  Worms*)  Jm/;  30,  405 

Andersox,  Mr.  C.  H.,  Elgin  and  Nairn 
Local  (iovurtunent   Boundaries,  211,  Amondt. 

414,  418,  420,  428 
rarliainent—Busini'Sd  of  tlio  House,  277,  273 
Scotland — Hessian  Flv,  32 
Supply— Constabulary  Force  in   Ireland,  874 

AKSTEirrHER,  Mr.  H.  T.,  ^S^.  Andrews^ 

Sfc, 

Post  Office— House  of  Commons— Re-direction 
of  Letters,  1356 


Abmy  ( Questions) 

Heavy  Oun  Practice  from  TynemomXh  CastU, 
Questions,  Mr.  Joicey ;  Answers,  The  Se- 
cretary of  State  for  War  (Mr.  E.  Stanhope) 
Aug  29,  259 

Military  Colleges  and  Asylums  {Ireland)^ 
Comparative  Salaries,  Question,  Mr.  Sei- 
ton  ;  Answer,  Tho  Financial  SeereUry, 
War  Department  (Mr.  Drodrick)  Sept  8, 
1652 

Military  Dep6t  at  Norton,  Worcestershire-- 
Insufficient  Accommodation,  Question,  Sir 
Edmund  Lechmere  ;  Answer.  Ytie  Secretary 
of  State  for  War  (Mr.  £.  Staobope)  Aug  26, 
20 

Pensions—Royal  WarratOs,  1881  and  1833, 
Question,  Mr.  Tuito ;  Answer,  The  Finaa- 
oial  Secretary,  War  Department  (Mr.  Bro- 
drick)ilu^30,451 

Supply  of  Horses  for  Militiry  Parpos$s, 
Question,  Lord  Clinton  ;. Answer, The  Under 
SecreUry  of  State  for  War  (Lord  Uarrii) 
Sept  8,  1623 

RegimentaX  Bands  at  Public  Meetings 
Questions,  Dr.  Tindal  Robertson,  Dr.Tannor; 
Answers,  The  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
(Mr.  E.  SUnhope)  Sept  6, 1351 

Adjutant  OeneraVs  DepartmeiU^BegimeM 
Bands  at  Politieal  Meetings^  Question,  Sir 
Edward  Watkin  :  Answer,  The  SeoreUry  of 
State  for  War  (lir.  E.  Stanhope)  Sept  6, 
1127 

Personnel 

6th  Battalion,  Royal  Munster  Fusiliers,  FrS' 
sentation  of  Colours  to  the— Religious  Cert' 
monies,  Questions,  Colonel  Sandys,  Mr. 
Sexton ;  Answers,  The  Seoretarj  of  Sute 
for  War  (Mr.  E.  Stanhope),  Mr.  Speaker 
Sept  8, 1670 

Interference  of  Ofieers  in  Parliameniary  Stet" 
iions^  Major  Mf,  R.E,^  Qaeaiionf,  Dr. 
R.  Maodonald,  Mr.  Childers  ;  Anawers,  The 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  (Mr.  E.  Stao- 
bope) Aug  26,  4 ;  Questioo,  Mr.  Chtlderi ; 
Answer,  The  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
(Mr.  £.  Stanhope)  Aug  29,  271 

Medical  Department^Rank  and  Posilism  sf 
Medical  Ofieers,  Questions,  Dr.  Oiark ;  An* 
swcrs.  The  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
(Mr.  £.  Stanhope)  Aug  29,  266;  S^  I. 
1141 

Mobilisation  Scheme,  The^AUoeatMn  of  tke 
Artillery  Corps,  Quesiion,  Mr.  Webster : 
Answer,  The  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
(Mr.  E.  Stanhope)  Aug  80,  447 

Ridingmasters  and  (^ua/termasters  —  Pro* 
motion  from  the  Hanks,  Question,  Mr.  Bra  1- 
laugh  ;  Answer,  The  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  (Mr.  £.  Stanhopo)  Sept  8,  1649 

Unclaimed  Effects  of  Decaued  Seldisrs, 
Question,  Mr.  Hunter;  Answer,  The  Fi- 
nancial Secretary,  War  Department  (Mr. 
Brodrick)  Sept  8, 1660 

ITarrant  Officers  in  Civil  Cosimmi  «•  TU 
Queen*s  Regulations,  QaettioD,  Mr.  P. 
O'Brien  ;  Answer,  The  Seoretary  of  State 
for  War  (Mr,  E.  Stanhope)  Sepi  ff,  llO 
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Okonamci  Dspartmsnt 

Burning  of  a  Own  on  Trial  at  Houmlow, 
Question,  Colonel  Duocftn :  Aniwer,  The 
SecreUr/  of  Bute  for  War  (Mr.  E.  Slan- 
hope)  Sept  5,  1126 

dnUrmets^Contraet  for  Sponges,  Questions, 
Mr.  llanburj  ;  Answers,  Tho  Suryeyor 
General  of  Ordnance  (Mr.  Northcotc) 
Sfpt  0,  1343 

Conversion  of  Enfield- Martini  liifieSy  Ques- 
tions, Mr.  Ilanburj  ;  Answers,  Tho  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  War  (Mr.  E.  Stanhope) 
Sept  2,  910 

Jtiud  of  Defective  Ammunition  Pouches, 
Question,  Gcneial  Krasor  ;  Answer,  Tho 
Survejor  General  of  Ordnance  (Mr.  Norih- 
cote)  Sept  8, 1C46 

hiue  of  Morris's  Tubes  and  Ammunition, 
Question,  Dr.  Clark  ;  Answer,  Tho  Sur- 
Teyor  General  of  Ordnanco  (Mr.  Norihcote) 
Sept  1 ,  72d 

Steel  and  Coal  Contracts  for  Manufacturing 
Departments,  Q.MeBUon,  Mr.  D.  Crawford; 
Answer,  The  Surveyor  General  of  Ord- 
nance (Mr.  Northcote)  Aug  29,  258 

Auxiliary  Forces 

Cork  Militia  Artillery  —  Paucity  of  Officers, 
Question,  Dr.  Tanner;  Answer,  Tho  Sur- 
veyor General  of  Ordnance  (Mr.  Norihcote) 
Aug  SO,  455 

Militia  Valise  Equipment,  Question,  General 
Fraser;  Answer,  The  Surveyor  General  of 
Ordnaccc  (Mr.  Northcotc)  SejJt  8,  1G47 

Attorney  General  {see  Webster,  Sii 
B.  E.) 

Attorney  General  for  Ireland  {see 
Gibson,  Eight  Hon.  J.  G.) 

Jbi9tral%a — New  South  Wales — Grants  of 
Zand  to  Missionaries 
Qneation,  Sir  Robert   Fowler  ;  Answer,  The 
Secretary  of   State  for    the   Colonics   (Sir 
nenry  Holland)  Sept  I,  733 

Badbn-Powell,  Mr.  G.,  Liverpool^  Kirk- 
dale 

Spain—"  Floating  Exhibition  "   of    Spanish 

Products,  15 
Sugar  Bounties — International  Conference,  13 

Balfour,  Lord  (A  Lord  in  Waiting) 

Labourers'  Allotments,  Comm.  1631 

Balfour,  Eight  Hon.  A.  J.  (Chief  Secre- 
tary to    the    Lord    Lieutenant  of 

Ireland),  Bfanchester,  K 
IreUnd-^Questions 

Criminal  l^w  and  Procedure  Act,  1S37 — 
Balljcoree,  Ennis,  Co.  C  laic— Pro- 
claimed Meeting,  Motion  for  Adjourn- 
ment. 749,  750,  751,  756,  758,  700,  761, 
7tt2,  766,771,  1865 

Protccotion  of  Mr.  John  Ilayden,  919 

[eont. 


Balfoitr,  Right  Hon.  A.  3 .-^ eont. 

Evictions  —  Ilcrbertstown,  Co.  Limerick, 
471.  1U5 

Parliamentary  Registration  —  Assistant 
Revising  Barristers,  741 

Royal  Irish    Coustabulary— Alleged  Bru- 
tality at  Ballina^loo,  l.'ioj.  1363 
Irish  National  League  (Special  Proclamation), 

Motion  for  an  Address,  70,  lOS,  109 
Tarliament— Business  of  tlio  House,  278,  279  ; 

— Irish  HuHiriess,  923 
Sup|>ly— Chief  Secretary  to  tho  Lo»d  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland.  525,  555,  556,  671, 
577,  598,  602,  C03,  601,  005.  607,  018, 
619,640,642,013,  644,  645,  647,670, 
676,  077,  684,  6S5.  686,  6:i9,  600 

Civil  Coniin;rencic4  Fund,  1303 

Commissioners  of  National  Education  in 
Ireland,  1231,  1232,  1233,  1231,1230, 
1237,  1239,  1211,  1217,  1257,  1253, 
1267.  1208 

Constabulary  Force,  Ireland,  292,  204,295, 
331,  332,  311,  :i57,  365,  385,  3b6.  387. 
39'*,  889  ;  Motion  for  reporting  Pro- 
gress, 414 

County  Court  Officers,  &o.  Ireland,  1157, 
1158,  1159,  1160,  1161.1182.  1183,  1189 

Court  of  Bankruptcy  in  Ireland,  1022, 
1024,  1025,  1026 

Criminal  Prosecutions,  drc.  in  Ireland,  937» 
928,  02'.),  930,  900,  098 

Dundrum  Criminal  Lunatic  Asylum,  Ire- 
land, 880 

Endowed  Schools  Commissioners,  Ireland, 
1269 

Irish  I^nd  Commission,  1029,  1030,  1035, 
1036,  1037,  1038,  1041 

Local  Gcrcrnmcnt  Board  in  Ireland,  Ac. 
6'J2,  698,  699,  791,  795,796,825,827, 
828.  829,831,531,841 

Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  Officers  and 
Attendants,  A'c,  482,  481,  435,  489,  490, 
494,495,  496,  506,  507.  508,  609 

Irisons,  Ireland,  1044,  1045 

Queen's  Colleges,  Ireland,  1270 

Registrar  General's  Office,  Ireland,  700, 
701,713 

Report,  1512 

Balfour,  General  Sir   G.,  Kincardine- 

shire 
Army  Esiimaies — Army  Reserve  Force,  1740 
Military  Kducation,  1765 
Warlike  Stores,  1747 
War  Office,  1718 
Navy  Kstimates  — Admiralty  Office,  1602 

Extra  Estimate  lor  Services  not   Naval, 

1705,  1706 
Half- Pay,  ^o.  to  Officers  of  the  Navy  and 

Marines,  1694 
Machinery  and  Ships  built  by   Contract, 

1599 
Medicines  and  Medical  Stores.  1677 
Parliament —  Business  of  the   llouso '- East 

India  Uevenuc  Accounts,  iko.  1360 
Scotland-  Local  Taxation  Hot  urns,  1671 

MagistracT  —  Principal    Sheriffs,     Procu* 
rators  Fiscal,  «S:c.  274 
Supplj — Crimin;il  Vio  ccu.ions.&c.  i:i  Irclan  I, 
929 
Public  Education,  Scotland,  13S7 
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Banes,  Major  O.  E.,  JTeit  Ham,  K 

Burial  Acts — Proposod  Cemeteries  in  Eatt 
Uam.  1615 

Navy  Edtliiiatos — Military  Peasions  and  Al- 
lowancen,  1703 

Water  Supply  (MotropollB)— West  Uam  Dis- 
trict, 470 

Bankraptcy  (Discharge  and  Closure)  Bill 

{Mr.   Attorney  Oeneral,  Mr,  Solicitor    Oeneral, 

Baron  Henry  De  Worms) 

e.  Read  2«  Aug  20,  433  [Bill  327] 

Committee— R.p.  Sept  0,  1617 

Barino,  Viscount,  JJed/ord$h4re,  Biggies- 

ivade 
Merchant  Shipping  —  Wreck  of  the  Channel 
Steamer  "  Victoria,"  24 

Barnes,  Mr.  A.,  Derby  shir  e^  Chesterfield 
Coal  Mines,  die.  Regulation,   Consid.  cl.  12, 
Amondt.  1000,  1100;  cl    18,  1107;  cl.  49, 
1119 

Barrington,  Viscount 

Reformatory  and  Industriril  Schools  ^Legisla- 
tion, 440 

Bbntinok,  Right  Hon.  O.  A.  0.,  TFliife- 

haven 
North  Soa  Fisheries— Cinims  for  Damages  in 

tho  Holgian  Courts  of  Law,  23 
Post  Office — Transfer  of  Letters  from  Railway 

Station  Pillar  Boxes  to  Railway  Post  Office 

Travelling  Vans,  23 

BERESFoiin,  Lord  0.  W.  De  La  P.  (A 

Lord  of  tho  Admiralty),    Maryle- 

bonCf  m. 
Admiralty — Bermuda  Dock,  260 
Navy  Eatinmtes— Extra  Estimate  for  Services 
not  Naval,  1707 
Medicine  and  Medical  Stores,  1675,  1670, 

1678 
Naval  Stores,  1553,  1505,  1506 

Betiiell,  Commandor  O.  R.,  York,  E.R.^ 
Ilolderncsn 
Africa  (South) —Annexation  of  ZuluI.irnJ,  ir.45 
Labourers'    Allotments,    Co;nm.    cl.   f*,    201  ; 

Consid.  <•/.  2.  13lr>,  1310 
Supply— Orange   River  Torritorv,   &c.    1436, 
1441 

BiOQAR,  ^[r.  ,T.  G.,    Cavan,    IT. 

Ireland— Inl.ind    Navigation  and    Drair.age— 
Lowor  Bann, 8 
Post  Otlioe— Post  Ottioo  Tol.>craph  Station, 
Kiliialook.  Co.  Cavan,  8 
Labourers*    Allotments,    Co.nut.    cf.    12.   216. 
247 

Parliament— Sitting  of  tho  IIousl*  (Saturday). 
166  \  Jff 

[eont. 


BiaoAB,  Mr.  J.  G. — e^ni. 

Supply— Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lin< 

tenant  of  Ireland,  565.  68S,  690 
Criminal  Prosecution!,  ^c.  in  Irelacd,  91 
Local  Government  Board  in  IreUnd,  44 

690 
Lord  Lientonant  of  Ireland,    OScen  u 

Attendants,  Ac,  Amend!.  612,  516 
Prisons,  Ireland,  1063,  1064 
Poblio  Buildings,  IreUnd,  891,  895 
Public    Works  Office,  Ireland,   856,  8G^ 

863,  872 
Registrar  GeneraPs  Offloe,  Ireland,   701 

713 
Report,  1066 
Valuation  and  Boundary  Surrey,  Irehml 

715,716 

BiRKBEOK,  Sir  E.,  Norfolk,  E, 
North  Sea  Fisheries— Opposition  at  Ostend 
467 
Outrages  by  Belgian  on  English  Fishioj 
Vessels,  21,  470 

Blane,  Mr.  A.,  Armagh^  8. 

Board  of  Works — Stowmarket  Coaoty  Coart, 

1643 
Ireland — Queationi 

Crime  and  Oatrage — Attack  on  a  Train 
K  illy  lea  Station,  Co.  Armagh,  1659;- 
Riotous  Proceedings  at  Markethill,  Co. 
Armagh,  003 
Post  Office  (Telegraph  Department)— Pro- 
motion of  Mr.  Samuol  Graham,  263 
Prisons — Governor  of    Armagh    Prisoa- 

Memorial  of  Warders,  255 
Uoyal    Irish   Constabulary  —  *'  Qaeen  r 
Sub-Inspector  Somcrvillo  and  Gcnitable 
Ward,"  1643 

Licensing  Acts— Rofusal  of  Licence  at  Stov- 

market,  911 
Supply^Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lies- 
tenant  of  Ireland,  548 
County  Court  Officers,  Ac.  Ireland,  1195 
Criminal  Prosecutions,  Ac.  in  Ireland,  971, 

072,  973 
Endowed  Schools  Commissioncn,  IreUod, 

1269 
Irish  Land  Commission,  1039 
Registrar  General's  Office,  Ireland,  711 

Blundell,    Colonel    H.   B.   H.,  Lan- 
cashire,  S.  JF.,  Inee 
Coal  Mines,  &o.  Regulation,  Cousid.  add,  fi 

1078;  cl.  40,  1118,  1120 
Navy    Estimates  —  Miscollanooos   Serrieei, 
1679 
Naval  Stores,  1568 

Board  of  Trade  —  Secretary  to  (i#i 
De  "Worms,  Baron  H.) 

Board  of   IForks  —  8towmark§t    C9tmt$ 
Court 
Quodtion,    .Mr.    Blane;    Answer,  Th«    First 
Conmiissioner    of    Works    (Ifr.    Plnnket) 
Sept  8,  1643 
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BoiTBOB,  Mr  H.  0.  0.,  Surrey,  Wimble' 
don 

ParlUmeot — Buainesi   of   the    Ilouse — Local 

Aatboritief  (Expenses),  4G8 
Poblio    Health    (Metropolis)  —  Outbreak    of 

Searlat  Fever,  467 

BoBTHWiOK,  Sir  A.,  Kerning ton^  S, 

Afghanistan — Ajoub  Khan,  1672 

Bbaolauoh,  Mr.  0.,  Northampton 

Master  of  the  Hawks,  16 

Navy  Estimates — Miscellaneous  Services,  1691 

Parliament — Business  of  the  House,  31,  1145 

Post  OflSoe  (Savings  Banks  Department) — 
Promotion  to  Clerkships,  14 

Pablio  Ilealth  (Scotland) — Looh  Long  and 
Loob  Goil,  17 

Tmek — Wage  Clauses,  1672 

War  Office  —  Ridingmasters  and  Quarter- 
masters— Promotion  from  the  Ranks,  1648 

Bbamwell,  Lord 

Coal  Mines,  ^.  Regulation,  2R.  1533  ;  Comm. 

«l.  12,  1628 
Labonrera'  Allotments,  2R.  1531 
Trnek,  Commons'  Amendts.  to  Lords'  Amendts. 

GoDiid.  el  12, 1533 

Britiih  Ouiana-^Ahence  of  the^Prineipal 
Officials 
i^aestion.  Captain   Edwards- lleathcote  ;    An- 
■wer,The  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
(Sir  Henry  Holland)  Aug  20,  IQ 

Bbodbiok,  Hon.  W.  St.  J.  F.  (Financial 

Secretary,  War  Department),  Sur- 

rey^  Guildford 
Army  Estimates— Army  Reserve  Force,  1740 
Military  Education,  1760,  1761 
Out-Pensions,  1778 
War  Offloe— Army  Pensions— Royal  Warrants, 
1881  and  1882,  464 
Military  Colleges  and  Asylums   (Ireland) 

—Comparative  Salaries,  1653 
Unelaimed  Effects  of   Deceased  Soldiers, 
1660 

Bbowklow,  Earl 

Reformatory  and  Industrial  Schools — Legisla- 
tion, 446 

B&TTOB,  Lord  H.,  WiltSf  Chippenham 
Army  Estimates — Miscellaneous  Effective  Ser- 
▼ioeiy  1766 

BuoHAKAir,  Mr.  T.  E.,  Edinlurgh,  W. 

India— Report  of  the   Finance    Commission, 

467 
Taebnioal  Schools  (Scotland),  Conim.  el,  4, 

484,  437  ;  el.  5,  Amendt.  ih,  439 

BuoKDroHAM  AND   Chandos,    Duke  of 
(Ohairman  of  Committees) 
WMMii'a  Soflrage,   2R.   443,  445;    Motion, 
1635 


Bulgaria 
Question,  Dr.  Tanner ;  Answer,  The  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  (Sir 
James  Fori^usson)  Sept  2,  030 
Mission  of  General  Ernroth  to  Sophia,  Ques- 
tions, Dr.  Tanner;  Answers,  The  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  (Sir 
James  Fergusson)  Sept  3,  1072;  Sept  6, 
1348 

Burial  Acta 

Batter  sea     Burial    Boards  The    Rose    Sill 
Cemetery,  Question,   Mr.   Pickersgill ;  An- 
swer, The  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department  (Mr.  Matthews)  Sept  6,  1350 

Proposed  Cemeteries  in  East  Bam,  Questions, 
Major  Banes;  Answers,  The  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department  (Mr. 
Matthews)  Sept  8, 1645 

BuET,  Mr.  T.,  Morpeth 

Coal  Mines— Colliery  Accident  at  Uditon, 
Lanarkshire— The  *'  Gauze  Safety  Lamp," 
458 

Coal  Mines,  Ac.  Regulation,  Consid.  euld.  el. 
1078,  1084,  1087,  1002,  1098  ;  el.  12,  1099, 
1103;  cl.  49,  1114,  1116;  Amendt.  1117; 
el.  25,  Amendt.  1123 

Parliament— Business  of  the  House,  920 

Oaldwell,  Mr.  J.,  Glasgow y  St.  BoUom 

Coal  Mines,  &o.  Regulation,  Consid.  el,  49, 
Amendt.  1117 

Education  Department  (Scotland) — Appoint- 
ment of  Dr.  Kerr,  a  Chief  Inspector  of 
Schools,  1129 

Post  Offioo— Money  Order  Department<— Third 
Class  Clerks,  718 

Supply — Public    Education,  Scotland,    1372, 
1383,  1393 
Temporary  Commissions,  Ao.  1456,  1463 

Technical  Schools  (Scotland),  Comm.  el.  8, 
Amendt.  431  ;  el.  4,  Amendt.  432,  433,  435 ; 
el.  G,  1823;  Amendt.  1821,  1825;  el.  7, 
Amendt.  ib.;  cL  II,  1827;  Amendt.  1829; 
add,  el.  1833,  1833 

Oamb&on,  Mr.  J.  M.,  Wick,  Sfo. 
Technical  Schools  (Scotland),   Comm.  cl.  3, 
Amendt.  430 

Campbell,  Sir  O.,  Kirkcaldy ^  Sfc. 

Africa  (South)— Transvaal,  1665 
Army  Estimates— Army  Reserve  Force,  1738, 
1742 
Ordnance  Store  Establisbmenti,  1748, 1744, 

1745 
War  OflBce,  1736 
Cape  Colony — Registration,  18 
"  Central  Borneo  Company  (Limited)  "-—Grant 

of  Charter,  7 
Egypt  (Finance,  Ao.)— Expenses  of  the  Nile 

Expedition  and  Frontier  Defence,  19,  20 
Indii  (Bengal) — Illegal  Flogging,  6 
Labourers*  Allotments — De&iiition  of  the  Term 

••Allotment,"  167 
Labourers'  Allotments,  Comm.  e/.6, 219,  281 ; 
cL  9,  241 ;  el.  12,  245,  248;  cl.  14,  Amendt. 
ib 
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Gamfbell,  Sir  G. — eont, 

Metropolitaa    Board  of   Works  —  Dangerous 
Condition   of  the  Church  of  St.  Mary-Ie- 
Strand,  1C41 
Metropolitan  Buildings  Act—Space  and  Air — 

Now  Buildings,  Oxford,  5 
Navy  Estimates — Admiraltf  Office,  1600 

Extra   Estimate   for   Services   not   Nav.il, 

1705.  170« 
Ilalf-Pay,  Ac.    to   Officers    of   Navy   and 

Marines,  1C95.  1C90 
MlEcelianeous  SerTJces,  1GS7,  1GS3 
Naval  Stores,  1533,  1567,  1660  ;  Aracndt. 
1571,  1572,  1573 
New    Guinea — Annexation  —  Britiah    Settle- 
ments Act,  015,  016 
Tarliament — Business   of  the  House— Valua- 
tion of    Lands   (Scotland)    Amendment, 
1673 
Sitting  of  the  House  (Saturday),  1G5 
Royal  Parks  and  I'leasuro  Gardens — Trees  in 

Kensington  Gardens,  809 
Secretary  for  Scotland  Act  (1885)  Amendment, 

Consid.  add.  cl.  161 
Supply — Colonial  Local  Revenue,  <bc.  Amendt. 
U04,     1408.    UOO,    UU,    U15,  1416, 
1421,1423,  1430 
Orange  River  Torritorv,  <fcc.  Amendt.  1431, 
1432,    1434,     1430,    1442,    14i3,    1444, 
1449,  1450 
Public  Education,  Scotland,  1307 
Scottish  Universitie!*,  1402 
Ways  and  Means,  Comm.  153 

Campbell,  Mr.  H.,  Fermanagh,  8, 

Ireland — Post  Office  — Retirement  of  Mr,  W. 
Ahern,  Northern  Postal  Division,  1665 

Oamfbell,  Mr.  J.  A.,  Glasgow  and  Aber- 
deen Universities 
Supply— Public    Education,   Scotland,   1380, 
1383 
Temporary  Commissions,  Ac,  1450 
Technical   Schools   (Scotland),    Comui.  el,  4, 
437 

Canada,  Dominion  of— The  Manitoba  Rail- 
way 

Questions.  Sir  Henry  Tylor.  Mr  T.  M.  Ilealy  ; 
Answers,  The  Secretiry  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  (Sir  Henry  Holland)  Aiuj  20,  273 

Canada  and  the  Unitid  Staies 
The  Fishery  Disputes^  Observation,  The 
Under  Secretary  of  Stnto  for  Foreign  Affairs 
(Sir  James  Fergusson)  ;  t^uestionn,  Mr.  E. 
Robertson  ;  Answers,  Sir  James  Fcrgussoii 
Aug  30,  472 
The  New  Fishery  Commietion.  Quefltions,  | 
Mr.  Gourley,  Mr.  K.  Robertson  ;  Answers, 
The  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  (Sir  James  Fergusson)  Sept  2,  007 

Carew,  Mr.  J.  L.,  Kildare,  N, 

Ireland — Questions 

Labouroj  s'     Acts  —  Celbridge     Board     of 

Gupidi.jns,  901 
Law  an*!  .Justice— Land  and  Quarter  Ses- 

biona  at  Granard,  11 13 
Poor  Itacs-Difficulty  of  Collcciion,  900 

\conL 


Gabcw,  Mr.  J.  L.— £on/. 

Law  and  Justice — Middlewich  f  Cheshire)  Petty 
Sessions  ~  Sentence    on    John    M'Coortnt, 
1127 
Post     Office    (England    and    Wales)— Postal 

Route  at  Great  Sangball,  Chester.  1128 
Supply — County  Court  Officers.  &e.  Irelaod, 
1183.  1102 
Local  Government  Board  in  Ireland,  kt. 
690 


Cabmarthen,    Marquess    of,    Lani^ei\ 
Brixton 

Public  Health — Metropolitan  Asylums Boird— 
South-Western  HospiUl  (Stockwell),  1311 

Central  Asia 
Escape  of  Ayouh  Khan  from  Teheran,  Quel- 
tion,  Mr.  Legh  ;  Answer,  The  Under  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  (Sir  Jamn 
Fergusson)  Attg  2t\  22  ;  Question,  Sii 
Algernon  Bortliwick  ;  Answer,  The  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  (Sir 
James  Forgasson)  Sept  8,  1672 

Afghanistan"' The  Anglo-Rusnin  Boundir} 
Treaty,  Question,  Mr.  Howard  Vinceat; 
Answer,  The  Under  Sccrofarj  of  Stnti 
for  Foreign  Affairs  (Sir  James  Fergasioo] 
Aug  80,  452 

The  Delimitation  of  the  Afghan  Fronlier, 
Question^  Dr.  Tanner;  Answer,  The  Uadfi 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Aflhirs  (Sii 
James  Fergasson)  Sept  8,  1664  ;— 'Recogni- 
tion of  Services,  Question,  Mr.  Coghill ; 
Answer,  The  Under  Secretary  of  State  fo! 
Foreign  Affairs  (Sir  James  Fcrgussoa] 
S^pt2,m 

*^  Central  Borneo  Company  {^Limited)  "— 
Orant  of  Charter 
Question,  Sir  George  Campbell ;  Answer.  Tb< 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  AJSair 
(Sir  James  Fergusson)  Aug  20,  7 

Chamberlain,  Eight  Hon.  J.,  Btrming 

ham,  W, 
Labourers*  Allotments,  Coram,  el,  5,  171,  ni 
185,  180  ;  el,  6,  215 

Chance,  Mr.  P.  A.,  Kilkenny^  8. 

Supply — Constabulary  Force,  IroUnd,  9ii 
3^5.  357,  3j0,  306;  Motion  for  reportin 
Progress,  370,  403 

Chancellor,  The  Lo&d  {see  Halsbubi 
Lord) 

Chancellor  of  the  Dhohy  of  Lakgasti 
(sse  Manners,  Bight  Hon.  Loz 
J.  J.  E.) 

Chancellor  of  the  Exoiiequeh  (h 
OoscHEN,  Eight  Hon.  G.  J.) 
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Qkaitmiko,  Mr.  F.  A.,  Northampton,  E, 

Bourd  of  Trade  (Railway  Department) — Acci- 
dents on  the  Midland  Railway,  1138 

Labonrert'  Allotments,  Comm.  el.  6,  Amendt. 
1(58.  169,  170.  171.  172.  174,  17%  17'l.  177. 
178.  183,  188.  ISO.  201,  203,  204  ;  cl.  G, 
Amendt.  207,  209,  216,  223,  238,  240  ;  cl.  9. 
841  ;  cl.  14,  249,  1144;  Consid.  add.  el. 
Amendt.  1279,  1280.  1304;  c/.  2,  Amendt. 
1810,  1311,  1316,  1319,  1320;  eL  15,  1325 

Law  and  Justice — Arrest  and  Flogging  of  a 
Child  at  Ripley,  909 

Parliament — Business  of  the  House,  747 
Sitting  of  the  Uouso  (Saturday),  166 

Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act — Importation  of 
Adulterated  Yoast,  1138 

Chaplin,  Eight  Hon.  H.,  Lincolnshire, 

SUaford 
Labourers'  Allotments,  Comm.  el,  5,  182,  194, 
196,  198.  203;   el  6,  209,  213:    Amendt. 
921,  22i,  226,  230 ;  el,  9,  Amendt.  240,  241 

Charity  Commissioners  (Officers)  Bill 

{Mr.  Jackion,  Mr.  William  Henry  Smith) 

0,  Committee  ;  Report,  after  short  debate  Aufj  30, 

626  [Hjll3U2J 

Ai  amended,  considered  ;  read  3",  after  short 
debate  Sept  2,  1066 

1.  Read  !••  ( Viscount  Cross)  Sept  0  (No.  254) 
Read  2*  •  Sept  7 

Committee  *  ;  Report  Sept  8 

Ghilders,  Eight  non.  H.  C.  E.,  J^din* 

hurgh,  S. 

Secretary  for  Scotland  Act  (1885)  Amend- 
ment. Consid.  161 

War  OflSce — Interference  of  Officers  in  Par- 
liameLtary  Elections,  271; — Major  Jelf, 
R.E.4 

China 

Pubtie  Health  Ordinance,  Hong  Kmg—  With- 
drawal of  Privileges  from  Chinese  Mcr- 
chants,  Question,  Mr.  A.  M' Arthur;  An- 
swer. The  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonics 
(Sir  Henry  Holland)  Aug  26.  11 

The  Treaty  with  China^**  England'*  ▼.  "  Great 
Britain,**  Questions,  Dr.  Clark,  Mr.  Hunter, 
Mr.  M.  J.  Kenny,  Mr.  T.  M.  Uealy  ;  An- 
swers, The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  (Mr. 
W.  H.  Smith)  i^i-jp^  2,  917 

China  and  France — Th^  New  Commercial 
Treaty^The  Port  of  Nan-Ntng 
Question,  Mr.  Webster ;  Answer,  The  Un<lcr 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  (^ir 
James  Fergasson)  Aug  29.  254 

Church  of  England 

The  Church  of  England  in  the  Colonies  — The 
See  of  Natal,  Question,  Mr.  Summers  ; 
Answer.  The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasurer 
(Mr.  W.  H.  Smith)  Sept  2,  917 

The  Pew  Rents  of  Ironbridge,  Question,  Mr. 
Conybeare  ;  Answer,  The  Attorney  General 
(Sir  Richard  Webster)  Aug  26,  27 


Civil  List  Pensions — Mr.  Mongredien  an^ 
Mr,  Richard  Jefferies 
Questions.  Mr.  Jennings.  Mr.  Watt ;  Aniweri, 
The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  (Mr.  W.  H. 
Smith)  Aug  29,  263 

Civil  Service,  The 
Writers — Delay  in  Payment  of  Bonuses,  Quei- 
tion,  Mr.  Howell  ;  Answer,  The  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  ( Mr.  Goschen)  Sept  1.  786 
Promotion  to  Lower  Division  Clerkships, 
Question,  Sir  John  Puleston  ;  Answer.  The 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  (Mr.  Jackson) 
Sept  8.  1660 

Clancy,  Mr.  J.  J.,  Dublin  Co,,  N. 

Balljrcoree,    Ennis,    Co.    Clare  —  Proclaimed 

Meeting,  Motion  for  Adjournment,  781 
Copyhold     Enfranchisement,     Comm.    cL    2. 
Motion  for  reporting  Progress,  1843,  1845  ; 
cl,  4,  1846 
Deeds  of  Arrangement  (No.  2),  Comm.  el,  8, 

Motion  for  reporting  Progress,  1515,  1516 
Magistracy  (England  and  Wales)— Dartmouth 

Magistrates,  748 
Merchant    Shipping   (Miscellaneous).   Comm. 

cl,  1.  1518 
Navy  and  Army  Expenditure,  Comm.  1841 
Sheriffs  (Consolidation),  Comm.  1329 
Supply — Chief  Secretary  to   the    Lord   Lien* 
tenant  of  Ireland,  Motion  for  reporting 
Progress,  622,  623,  636,  657.  658 
Commissioners  of  National   Education  In 

Ireland,  1249.  1257 
Constabulary  Force,  Irehnd.362,391.  392 

413 
County  Court  Officers,  dec.  Ireland,  1186, 

1137.  1183,  1189,  1192,  1193,  1194 
Ciiminal  Frosccution^,  dec.  in  Ireland,  948. 

901.903,  904,  905.974 
Customs,  1485 
Dundrum  Criminal  Lunatic   Asylum.  Ire* 

land,  8S0 
Local   Government  Board  in  Ireland,  Ac. 

694,  696 
Public  Buildings,  Ireland,  881,  881,  885, 

886,  887.  869,  890,  893,  894 
Public  Works  Office,  Ireland,  878.  879 
Report,    1795,     1796,    180U,    1803,   1804, 
1807 
Ways  and  Means.  Comm.  1769 

Clabe,  Dr.  G.  B.,  Caithness 

Army   Medical    Department — Medical   Rank, 

206,267,  1141 
Coal   Mines,  <frc.   llegulation,  Conoid,  add,  cl, 

1000 
Labourers'   Allotments,   Comm.   cl.    12,  215; 

Consid.  add,  cl.  1289 
Master  of  the  Hawks,  16 
Parliament — Business  of  the  House,  31 
Post  Office— Circular  Post,  1132 
Public  Health— British  Medical  Temooranco 

Association,  264 
Scotland  —Questions 

Crofters'  Commission— Return  of  Decisioof. 

264 
Evictions — Efictions  at  Cairns  Aberlour, 

1349 
Land— Leasehold  Farmers,  898,  809 
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Olarb,  Dr.  G.  B.— «onf. 

Reg'ntration  of   Voteri— Crofter    Voters* 

897  ;— Non-Payment  of  Rates,  1310 
Western  Isles — Lochmaddy,  Uist,  1350 
Secretary  for   Scotland  Act  (1885)   Amend- 
ment, Consid.  add.  el.lQi 
Sheriffs  (Consolidation).  Comm.  1328,  1331 
Supply— Colonial  Local  Revenue,  ^o.  1421, 
U28,  U29 
Orange  River  Territory,  Ac.  1133,  1437, 

1442,  1443,  1441.1418,  1449 
Public  Education,  Scotland,  1367, 1308 
Technical   Schools  (Scotland),  Comm.  el,  0, 

Motion  for  reporting  Progress,  1332 
Treaty  with    China— •*  England "   v.   "Great 

Britain,"  917.  918 
War  Office  (Ordnance  Department) — Issue  of 
Morris's  Tubes  and  Ammunition,  728 

Clarke,  Sir  E.  Gt.  (Solicitor  Qeneral), 

Plymouth 
Sheriffs  (Consolidation),  Comm.  1329 

Clinton,  Lord 

Army — Supply  of  Horses   for   Military   Pur- 
poses. 1023 

Coal  Mines,  &c.  Eegulation  Bill 

(Afr.  Secretary  Matthews^    Mr.  Stuart-  Wortley) 

e.  As  amended,  considered  ;  read  3^.  after  debate 

Sept  3,  1072  [Bill  333] 

/.  Read  i*^  {Viscount  Cross)  Sept  6  (No.  251) 

Read  2\  after  short  debate  Sept  7,  1522 

Committee  Sept  8, 1G27 

Coal    Mines — The   Collier y    Aeeident    at 

Udston,    Lanarkshire — The   *^  Gau%$ 

Safety  Lamp  " 

Question,  Mr.  Burt ;    Answer,  The  Secretary 

of  State  for  the   Home   Department  (Mr. 

Matthews)  Aug  30,  458 

Coal  Mines  Regulation  Act —  Weights  and 
Measures  Act,  1878 — Craighead  Col- 
liery ^  Lanarkshire 
Question,   Mr.    D.    Crawford ;    Answer,    The 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Ilome  Department 
(Mr.  Matthews)  Aug   20,   257;    Question, 
Mr.  D.  Crawford  ;  Answer,  The  liord  Advo- 
cate (Mr.  J.  II.  A.  Maodonald)  Sept  1,  732 

Cobb,  Mr.  H.  P.,  Warwick^  S.E,,  Rughy 
Labourers'  Allotments,  Comm.  el.  5,  Amende. 

177,  179,  180, 182,  201,  203;  el.  6,  Amendt. 

211.  213  ;  el.  7,  Amendt.  233.230,  237,  238; 

cZ.  9,  241;  el.  14,  Amendt.  249,  250,  635. 

1144;  CoT\%\A.  add.  cL  Amendt.  1273,  1277, 

1279,  1280,  1282,  1283,  1300,  1301,  1302; 

cl.  2,  1313,  1314.  1316;  el.  3.  1322 
Parliament^  Rules  and  ()rdors  of  the  House — 

Divisions,  1144 

CoaniLL,   Mr.   D.  n.,   Kewcastle-under' 
Lyme 
Asia  (Central)— Afghan  Frontier  Delimitation 

— Recognition  of  Services,  914 
Parliament — Business  of  the  House,  278 
Rivers  Pollution— The  River  Thames,  733 


CoLLuras,  Mr.  J.,  Birmingham^  B^risiUi 

Labourers*  Allotments,  Comm.  el  5,  178; 
Amendt.  180.  182,  134,  202,  203,  204,  SM; 
el.  6,  208,  209,  224  ;  el.  7,  230,  239 ;  el,  U, 
243:  el.  11,244:  el.  12,  247;  Coniid.odd 
el  1278.  1282,  1234,  129ft,  1303 

Parliament — BaiinoMof  the  Hoase,  747,920 

CoLOMB,  Captain  J.  0.  B.,  Tower  SamleU 

BoWf  See, 
Army  Estimates — ^ilitarj  Education,  1713 

War  Office,  1734 
Emigration  and  Immigration — Dostitate  AIIm 
722 ;— United  Su tea— Refusal  of  Destitst 
Aliens,  1836 
Ireland — Criminal   Law  and   Proosdars  Ac 
1887— Intimidation  ~  Ustowel    Petty  Ssi 
sions,  Co.  Kerry,  1851 

Navy  Estimates — Extra  Estimate  lbrServio< 

not  Naval,  1705 
Half- Pay,  Ao.  to  Offloen  of  the  Navy  as 

Marines,  1694,  1697 
Machinery  and  Ships  built  bj  Contraol 

Amendt.  1579,  1597,  1098 
Report,  1770 

Population — Deaths  from    Starvation  la  tt 

Metropolis  and  All  Ireland,  723 
Supply — Commissioners  of  National  Edoes 
tion  in  Ireland,  1245 
Prisons,  Ireland,  1061 

CoLomEs  —  Seoretarj    of    State    (n 
Holland,  Bight  Hon.  Sir  H.  T.) 

Colonies — ^Under  Secretary  of  State  {u 
Onslow,  Earl  of) 

CoMsiERELL,  Admiral  Sir  J.  E.,  South 
ampton 
Admiralty— Bermada  Book,  269 


Committee  of  Council  on  Eduoatiost- 
Vioe  President  {see  Dtkb,  Sigh 
Hon.  Sir  W.  H.) 

Consolidated  Fund^Paymeni  of  PmuiQnk 
Sfc. — The  Master  of  the  JSdwke 
Questions,  Mr.  Uanbury,  Mr.  BradUogh,  Di 
Clark ;  Answers,  The  Secretary  to  tl 
Treasury  (Mr.  Jackson)  Aug  26, 15;  Qmi 
tions,  Mr.  Uanbury ;  Answers,  Tiie  Seerc 
tary  to  the  Treasury  (Mr.  Jaoksoa)  Atig  t 
465 

Conveyancing  (Scotland)  Acts  AmenJ 

ment  Bill      (The  Marquess  of  Lothian) 

I.  Committee  *  ;  Report  Aug  30  (No.  S93) 

RcAd  3*  •  Sept  ^ 

Conway,  Mr.  M.,  Leitrim^  N. 

Supply — Commissioners  of  National  Edoei 
tion  in  Ireland,  1224,  1232,  1283,  129( 
1267,  1208 


OON        OOE 


Oohtbeabb,  Mr.  0.  A.  Y., 
Camhorne 
Oenant  (Metropolis) — Working  Class  I'opula- 

tioo,  465 
Charit/  Commlisioners  (Offioors),  Cam-Ti.  027, 
638;    el,   2.  630.   630,   033;    el   6,    034; 
Consid.  add.  cl.  1006,  1068,  1070 
Oharoh  of  England — Pev-  Rents  of  IronbriJge, 

27 
Ooftl  Mines,  dtc.  Regulation,  Consid.  add,  el, 

1001, 1092,  1096 
Copyhold  Enfranohisement,  Comm.  cl.  2, 1345, 

1846  ;  et,  4.  1847 
Deeds  of  Arrangement  (No.  2),  Comm.  1337 
Indian   Telegraph    Department — Correspond- 
ence, 464 
Labourers'  Allotments,  Comm.  cl.  5,  176,  179; 
eL  6,  212,  214  ;  Amendt.  215,  219,229,  232  ; 
Consid.  (Kfe/.c/.  1305,  1307 
Law  and  Justice   (England    and    \VaIcs)  — 
Gainsborough  Magistrates  —  Sir    Hickman 
Bacon,  733,  724 
NaTj    Estimates  —  Miscellaneous    SerTioes, 

1683;  Amende.  1086,  1637.  1689,  1602 
Navyand  Armj  Expenditure,  Comm.  1339,1841 
Parliament — Adjournment,  102 
Police  (Metropolis) — Case  of  Miss  Cass ^ Mr. 

Newton,  Police  Magistrate,  464 
Poor  Law  (England  and  Wales) — Nottingham 
Board  of  Guardians — Commemoration  Pre* 
tents  to  Officials,  726 
Sherifb  (Consolidation),  Comm.  Motion  for  Ad- 
journment, 1328,  1329 
Pablio  Health  (MetropoIis)~Cbelsea  llospital 

Refuse  at  Sheerness,  269 
Sapplj — Chief  Secretarj   to  the   Lord    Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland,  614,  663,  665,  008 
Ciril   Contingencies    Fund,   1493,    1501  ; 

Amendt.  1502,  1504 
Criminal    Prosecutions,    Ao.    in    Ireland, 

1005,  1006 
Customs,  1486,  1487 
Cyprus,  Grant  in  Aid,  1450 
Miscellaneous  Charitable  and  other  Allow- 
ances, Great  Britain,  1454 
Miscellaneous   Expenses,    Amendt.    1474, 

1477,  1478,1480,  1481 
Orange  Ri?er  Territory,  <bo.  1431,  1434 
Prisons,  Ireland,  1059,  1061,  1063 
Report,  1760 

Superannuations  and  Retired  Allowances, 
1454 
Tramways  (^Yar  Department),  Comm.  410 

OooKB,  Mr.  0.  W.  E.,  Newington,  W. 
Labonrers'  Allotments,  Comm.  cl.  5,  190 

Copyhold  Eofranchisement  Bill  [h.l.] 

{Mr,  Haldanf) 

e.  Committee  •—B.p.  Sept  I  [Bill  350] 

Committee— B.P.  Sept  8,  1813 

OoBBST,  Mr.  W.  J.,  WicJclow,  E, 

Iroland — Piers  and  Harbours — A  Harbour  of 
Refagt  on  the  East  Coast,  265 

OoBBT,  Sir  J.  P.,  Armagh^  Mid 

Inland  —  National   Education  —  Mr.  Quinn, 
Head  Master  of  the  National  School,  Tan- 
dragee,  1641 
Sappl/y  Report,  1789 


I  SESSION     1887) 
jao. 

Cornwall^ 
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CossuAH,  Mr.  H.,  Bristoly  JS. 

Labourers'  Allotments,  Consid.  cl.  2,  1315 
Navy   Estimates — Military   Pay    and    Allow* 

ances,  1703,  1704 
Supply — Civil  Contingencies  Fund,  1501 
Colonial  Local  Revenue,  Ao,  1424 
Dundrum  Criminal  Lunatic  Asylam,  Ire* 

land,  880 
Lord   Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  Offloeri  and 

Attendants,  dec.  Amendt.  499 
Miscellaneous  Expenses,  1479 

OoTTON,  Capt.  E.  T.  D.,  Cheshire,  Wirral 
Labourers'  Allotments,  Consid.  add,  el,  Amendt. 

1379 
Supply — Commissioners  of  National  Edaoation 
in  Ireland,  1265 

OouBTNBY,    Mr.   L.    H.    (Gliairmaii  of 

Oommittees  of  Ways  and  Means  and 

Deputy  Speaker),  Cornwall,  Bodmin 
Army    Estimates — Engineering    Works,    Ac. 
1755 
Military  Education,  1762,  1763 
Miscellaneous  Effective  Services,  1766 
Ordnance     Storo     Establishments,     1744, 
1745 
Charity  Commissioners  (Officers),  Comm.  el,  2, 

633 
Copyhold     EofrAnchisement,    Comm.     1846 ; 

el.  A,  1847 
Deeds  of  Arrangement  (No.  2),  Comm.  el,  8, 

1516 
Labourers'  Allotments,  Comm.  el,  4,  167 ; 
cl.  5,  171,  172,  180,  181,  182,  183,  198, 
200,  201,  202;  cl.  6,  209,  216,  221,  925, 
229,  231  :  el.  7,  238;  cl,  10,  243;  d,  12, 
246,  217;  Consid.  add.  el.  1281;  cU  2, 
1320 
Merchant   Shipping  (Miscellaneous),   Comm. 

cl.  7,  1519 
Navy    Estimates — Coast   Guard   Service  and 
Royal  Naval  Reserves,  dtc.  1612,  1613, 
1615 
Medicines  and  Medical  Stores,  1675 
Military  Pensions  and  Allowances,  1702 
Miscellaneous  Services,  1630,  1691 
Naval   Stores,   1535,    1561,    1566,    1571, 
1575 
Parliament — Sitting  of  the  House  (  Saturday), 

165 
Supply-^Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland,  518,  521,  522,  525. 
530,531,  532,  533,  534,  537,  539,  548, 
552,  553,  556,  557,  599,  600,  650,  665, 
668,  070,  671,  675 
Civil    Contingencies    Fund,    1501,     1502, 

1503, 1504 
Colonial  Local  Revenue,  d(C.  1415,  1421, 

1428,  1431 
Constabulary  Force,  Ireland,  321, 339,  346, 

379,  385,  391,  892 
County  Court  Officers,  die.  Ireland,  1160, 

1165,1185,  1188,1194 
Court    of   Bankruptcy  in  Ireland,   1021, 

1023,  1024,  1025 
Criminal  Prosecutions,  die.  in  Ireland,  932, 
034,  037,  954,  956,  072,  973,  079,  1001, 
1002,  1004.  1005,  1006,  1011,  1012 
Disturn piked  and  Main   Roads,    England 
and  Wales,  1365 
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OovRTiriT,  Mr.  L,  II. — eont. 

Irish  Land  Commission,  1031 

Local  Government  Ro.ird  in  Ireland,  Ac, 

700,  800,  807,  818,  820,  822,  823,  832, 

833 
Lord   Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  OflBcers  and 

Attendants,  Ac.  483,  49G 
Mitoellaneous  Expenses,  1477 
Orange  Rirer  Territorj,  Ac.  1449 
Prisons,  Ii-eland,  104%  1061,  1062,  1063, 

1065 
Public  Works  Office,  Ireland,  849, 850, 851, 

852,  870.  878,  879 
Queen's  Colleges,  Ireland,  1269 
Rojal  Universitj  Buildings,  Ireland,  1271  > 

1272 
Technical  Schools  (Scotland),  Comni.  el,   3, 

430  :  el,  4,  433  ;  cl.  5,  438 
Ways  and  Means,  Comm.  1769 

Cox,  Mr.  J.  E.,  Clare^  E, 

Ireland— Breeding  of  Horses— Thoroughbred 

Sires —Winnerd  of  Royal  Plates,  460 
Supply — Constabulary  Force,  Ireland,  339 
Lord    Lieutenant   of  Ireland,  Officers  and 
Attendants,  <!i:o.  510 

Ceawfobd,  Mr.  D.,  Lanark^  N',E. 

Coal  Mines,  dtc.  Regulation,  Consid.  add,  cl, 
1096;  c/.  47,  1113 

Coal  Mines,  die.  Regulation  Act^ Weights  and 
Measures  Act — Coal-Weighing  Machines — 
Craighead  Colliery,  Lanarkshire,  257,  732 

Post  Office— Sunday  Night  Despatch  of  Letters, 
256 

Scotland  —  Law  and  Police  —  Dismissal  of 
Walter  Stewart  from  the  RenfrewshiciB 
Police  Force,  1136 

Secretary  for  Scotland  Act  (1885)  Amendment, 
Consid.  add.  cl,  161 

War  Office  (Ordnance  Department)— Steel 
and  Coal  Contracts  for  Manufacturing  De- 
partments, 258 

Obilly,  Mr.  D.,  Ifayo,  If. 

Supply — Local  Government  Board  in  Ireland, 
838 

Cboss,  Viscount  (Secretary  of  State  for 
India) 
Coal  Minos,  dro.  Regulation,  2R.  1522,  1524  ; 

Comm.    cl.    10,    Amendt,    1627 ;    cl.    12, 

Amendt.  ib.  1628  ;  cl,  38,  Amendt.  1629  ; 

el.  49,  Amendt.  i5.  1630  ;  Rule  12,  Amendt. 

t6. ;  Rule  26,  Amendt.  ib. ;  Rule  88,  Amendt. 

ib. ;  cl.  5,  Amendt.  1631 
Duration    of   Speeches    in    Parliament,    2R. 

Amendt.  1335 
Labourers'    Allotments,    2R.    1532 ;    Comm. 

1634 
Truck,  Commons'  Amendts.  to  Lords'  Amendts. 

Consid.  1534 

Obossley,  Sir  S.,  Sufolk,  Lowestoft 

North  Sea  Fisheries— Questions 

Damages  by  Belgian  Trawlers,  1656 
Fishermen  Pilots,  1655 
Ostend  Rioters,  1656 
Protection  Cruisers,  1655 


Currency,  The—I^e  New  Coinage 

Question,  Mr.  Dillwyn ;  Answer,  The  Cbu. 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer  (Mr.  GoKb«) 
Septs,  1649 

CuRBiE,  Sir  D.,  Perthshire,  W. 
Local  Government  Boundaries,  2R.  423 

Dayekpobt,    Mr.  H.   T.,   SUffordshin 

Leek 
Labourers'  Allot ments,  Consid.  add,  cl,  1233 

Dbasy,  Mr.  J.,  Majfo^  W. 

Ireland — Questions 

Board   of  National  Education — ^Dismitu 

of   Mr.   Cunningham,    253  ; — MalnDDj 

(Co.  Mayo)  National  School,  446 
Emigration  from  Ireland— Westport  Emi 

gration   Committee  —  Aeooants  of  Ur 

Stoney,  459 
Towns  ImproTcmcnt  Aet,  1854 — Listowel 

453,  739 

Metropolitan     Police  —  Ex- Police    Sei^ol 

Drummond,  721 
Parliament^Businoss    of  tho    House  — Iriit 

Business,  922 

Supply — Chief  Sccrctarjr  to   the  Lord  Liea 

tenant  of  Ireland,  077 
County  Court  Officers,  Ac.  Ireland,  117? 

1174,1183 
Crimin.il  Proscontions,  dto.  in  Ireland,  931 

989,  090,  007.  999 
Local  Government   Board  in  Ireland,  ie 

786,  790,  794,  795,  823.  825,  835 
Registrar  General's  OflBoe,   Ireland,  701 

713 
Valuation  and  Boandarj  Surrey,  IreUn^ 

714 

Deeds  of  Arrangement  (No.  2)  Bill  [hl 

{Mr,  Attorney  General) 

e.  Read  2»  •  Sept  2  [Bill  881] 

Committee— R.F.  Sepi  5,  IS26 
Committee— B.P.  Sept  6,  1514 

De  La  Warb,  Earl 
Agricultural  Depression,   Petition  pretente 

1638 
Government  of  Malta,  1037 

De  Lisle,  Mr.  E.  J.  L.  M.  P.,  Zeiet 
ter shire,  Blid 

Metropolitan  ImproTements^Pieeadillf  Cirei 

452 
Supply — Prisons,  Ireland,  1068 

■ 

Denhan,  Lord 

Duration  of  Speechei  In  Parliament,  3R.  13^ 

1335 
Labourers'  Allotments,  8R.  1532 
Truck,  Commons*  Amendti.  to  Lords'  Amend 

Consid.  1534 
Women's  Suffrage,  2R.  442,  444,  445 ;  llotio 

1636 
Women's  Suffrage— A  Poial  of  Order,  S,  3 
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Bb  W0BIC8,  Baron  H.  (Secretary  to  the    Oillon,  Mr.  J.—eont. 
Board  of  Trade),    Liverpool^   Eait 
ToxUth 

Arfentine    Republic— Bountj    on    Export   of 

Meat,  4G5 
Boftrd  of  Trade— Boating   Fatality  at   Ilfra- 

oombe,  746 
Board  of  Trade  (Railway  Department)— Ques* 
tioni 
Accidents  on  tbe  Midland  Railway,  1139 
Oatan,    Leitrim,   and    Roscommon    Light 

Railway,  002.  903 
Level    CrosiingK,    1610 ;— Bromley   Lerol 
Crossing  (London,  Chatham,  and  Dover 
Railway),  1310 
H^or  Ilatchinson's  Report  on  the  Bantry 

Eitension  Railway  Accident,  733 
North  London  Railway— Chalk  Farm  Road 

Bridge,  268 
Special  Provision  for  Women  Travelling, 
900 

Emigration  and  Immigration — Destitute  Aliens, 

722,  723  :— Immigration  of,  1866,  1336  ;— 

United  States— Refusal  of  Destitute  Aliens, 

1336 

Fiahcriei — Harbours  of  Refuge  on   the  Wclnh 

Coast,  743 
Fishing  Boats  Act,  1387— The  Uerring  Fi»hcrv, 

732 
Mercantile  Marine — U&e  of  Oil  in  Ileavy  Sons, 

10 
Merchant   Shipping    (Miscellaneous),    Comm. 
eU    1,    1518  ;    cl.    2.   Amendt.   ib.  ;    cL  7, 
Amendt.  t6. ;  cl.S,  1520 
Merchant  Shipping  Act — Steam  Launches  on 
the  Thames,  18 
Wreck  of  the  Channel  Steamer**  Victoria," 
24 
North  Sea  Fisheries— Opposition  at   Ostend, 
921 
Outrages  by  Belgians  on   English  Fishing 
Vessels,  22 
Population — Deaths    from    Starvation    in   the 

Metropolis  and  All  Ireland,  723 
Poblio  Health  (Metropolis) — Chelsea  Hospital 

Rofase  at  Sheerness,  230 
Salmon   Fishery  Act,    1873— Board  of  Con- 
servators of  the  Dovey  Fishery  District,  744 
Thames   Conservancy   Board— Representation 
in  this  House,  1651 
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Supply — Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland,  557,  C07,  625,  C46, 
618,651,686 

Constibuiary  Force,  Ireland,  280,294,295, 
332,  335.  369,  372,  399 

Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  Officers  and 
Attendants,  &c.  480;  Amendt.  487 

DiLLWYN,  Mr.  L.  L.,  Swansea,  Town 

Currency — Now  Coinage,  1649 
Supply  —  Admiralty   and  War    Departments, 
Plans  for  the  Erection  of,  Amendt.  1489, 
1493 
Civil  Contingencies  Fund,  1500 
Miscellaneous  Expenses,  1480 
Tramways  (War  Department),  Comm.  Motion 
for  Adjournment,  441 

Distressed  Unions  (Ireland)  Bill 

{Mr,   Arthur     Balfour,  Mr.   SoUeitor   General 

for  Ireland^  Colonel  Kxng'Harman) 
c.  Bill  withdrawn  •  Sept  8  [Bill  307] 

Duncan,  Colonel  F.,  Ftnshury,  Holhorn 
Army  Estimates-  War  Office,  1717, 1718,1734 
War  Offlco  (Ordnance  Department) — Bursting 
of  a  Gun  on  Trial  at  Ilounslow,  1120 

DuNRWEN,  Earl  of 

Labourers'  Allotments,  Comm.  1633 

Duration  of  Speeches    in    Parliament 

Bill  [«.i-]  {The  Lord  Denmin) 

I,  Moved,  »*  That  tlio  Bill  be  now  read  2* " 
S/iptQ,  1333 
Amendt.  to  leave  out  ("now,")  add  ("this 
day  three  months  *')  (  The  Viteount  Orota) ; 
on  Question,  "  That  the  words,  &o.  ?  "  re* 
solved  in  the  negative;  Bill  to  be  read  2* 
this  day  three  months  (No.  97) 


Dillon,  Mr.  J.,  Mayo,  U. 

Egypt — Parliamentary     Tapers  —  Delay    in 

Issuing,  272,  273 
Ireland — Questions 

Criminal  Law  and  Proceduro  Act,  1S37 — 
Arrest  and  Trial  of  Mr.  William  O'Brien, 
M.P,  274  ;— Uallycorco,  Ennis,  Co.  Clare 
—Proclaimed  Meeting,  Motion  for  Ad- 
journment, 749,  750;  Amendt.  751,  758, 
761,  769,  770 
Emigration  from  Ireland-*  West  port  Emi- 
gration Committee  —  Accounts  of  Mr. 
Stoney,  45d 
ETictiona— Herbcrtstown,    Co.    Limerick, 

471 
Law  and  Justice — Tarbert  Petty  Sessions 
—Case  of  Daniel  Soanlan,  725,  726 
Irish  National  League  (Special  Proclamation), 

Motion  for  an  Address.  99,  123,  128,  129 
rariamrat— Easiness  of  tbe  Uoase,  278 

leont. 


Dyke,  Eight  Hon.  Sir  W.  H.   (Vice 
President    of    the    Committee    of 
Council  on  Education),  Kentf  Dart- 
ford 
Agricultural  Department  of  the  Privy  Council 
— Students  of  Agriculture  at  South  Kensing- 
ton, 743 
Education    Department —Starving     Pupils    in 

Elementary  Board  Schools,  1136 
Endowed    Schools   Acts— St.    Paul's   School, 

Hammersm  th,  1337 
Technical    Schools   (Scotland),   Comm.   eL  3, 
430;  cl.  4,  435;  c/.  11,  1828 

Ebbington,  Viscount,  Devon,  Tavietoek 
Labourers*  Allotments,  Comm.  el.  5,  169,  172, 
176;  el.  6,  213 

Education  Department 
Starving  PapiU  in  Elementary  Board  Schools, 
Question,  Colonel  Eyre ;  Aniwer,  The  Vice 
President  of  the  Council  (Sir  William  Uari 
Djke)  Sept  li,  US^ 
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Education  Department — cont. 

Technical  Education  in  Elementary  Schoolt, 
QuestioD,  Sir  Kiohnrd  Paget ;  ARs^cr,  Tho 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  (Mr.  W.  11. 
Smith)  Aug  29,  275 
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Emigration  and  Immigration— eoni. 
Immigration  of  Destitute  Aliens,  1896,  Qai 


EoEBTON,    Hon.  A.    de    T.,     Cheshin^ 
Knutsford 

Metropolitan  Board  of  Works — Dangerous 
Condition  of  the  Church  of  St.Marj-le- 
Strand,  1044,1015 

Metropolitan  Improvements  —  Piocadillj 
Circus,  463 

Street  Traffic  (Metropolis)— Private  Bars  and 
Gates,  207 

EoYFT  ( QueUiom) 

Light  Dues  on  British  Shipping,  Qaestion, 
Mr.  T.  Sutherland ;  Answer,  Tho  Under 
Scorotarjr  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  (Sir 
James  Forgusson)  Stpt  \,  731 

The  Parliamentary  Papers — Delay  in  Issuing, 
Questions,  Mr.  Dillon  ;  Answers,  The  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  (Sir 
James  Fergusson)  Aug  2i>,  273 

Finance,  ^c. 

Expenses  of  the  Nile  Expedition  and  Frontier 
Defence,  Questions,  Sir  George  Campbell ; 
Answers,  The  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
(Mr.  E.  Stanhope)  Aug  20,  19 

Taxation  of  Foreigners,  Question,  Mr.  Wootton 
Isaacson  ;  Answer,  The  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  Foreign  Affiirs  (Sir  James  Fergus- 
son)  Aug  30,  448 

Elliot,  Hon.  H.  F.  H.,  Ayrshire,  N, 

Coal  Mines,  die.  Regulation,  Consid.  add,  cL 
1089  ;  ol.  13,  Amendt.  1105 

Ellis,  Mr.  T.  E.,  Merionethshire 

Charity  Commissioners  (OflBoers),  Comm.  020; 

cL  2,  033 
Labourers'  Allotments,  Comm.  cl.  7,  237 
Parliament — Questions— Irregularity  of  Prac- 
tice, 279 
Registration  of  Voters — Polling   District    of 

Great  Sanghall,  1333 
Salmon  Fishery  Act,  1873 — Board  of  Conser- 
vators of  the  Dovcy  Fishery  District,  744 
Wales^Questions 

Fisheries— Harbours    of     Refuge    on    the 

Welsh  Coast,  743 
Government    Publications   in   tho    Welsh 

Language — Tithe  Inquiry  Report,  401 
Intermediate  Education,  27 
North — Anti-Tithe    Riots — Report  of  tho 

Commissioner,  453 
Tithe     Agitation  —  Attack     on     Canon 
Browne's  Residence  at  Bodfair,  401 

Elton,  Mr.  0.  I.,  Somerset,  Wellijiglon 

Copyhold  Knfranchisemcnt,  Comm.  cL  2, 
1844;  cl,  4,  1840,  1847  ;  cl.  0,  1348 

Emigration  and  Immigration 

Destitute  Aliens,  Questions,  Captain  Colomb, 
Mr.  Pickersgill ;  Answers,  The  Seoretarj 
to  tho  Board  of  Trade  (Baron  ileorj  Da 
Worms)  Sept  1,  722 

Iconf, 


tion,  Mr.  Webster  ;  Answer,  The  Secrsti 
to  the  Board  of  Trade  (Baron  lleorf  ! 
Worms)  Sept  0,  1830 

[See  title  United  States] 

Endowed  Sehoolt  Acts — Si.  PauVt  Sehe 

Hammersmith 
Question,    Mr.   Lawson  ;    Answer,  The  T 
President  of  tho  Council  (Sir  William  E 
Dyke)  Sept  6,  1337 

EwART,  Mr.  W.,  Belfast,  N. 
Supply— Constabulary  Force,  Ireland, 334,  3: 
Court  of  Bankruptcy  1q  IreUnd,  1023 
Report,  1793 

Eyre,  Colonel  H.,  Lincolnshire,  Oait 
borough 
Eduoation   Department — Starving  Papili 
Elementary  Board  Schools,  1130 

Fenwiok,     Mr.     0.,      Northumherki 
Wansleek 
Coal   Mines,  •Ac.    Regulatioo,    Consid.  a 
el.  1080,  1100,  1102;  cL  13,  1100;  (2. 
1107;  el  24,  1108;  cL  49,   1115;  e/. 
1122 

Ferqitsson,  Bight  Hon.  Sir  J.  (XTad 
Secretary    of    State    for   Forei 
Affairs),  Manchester^  N.E. 
Asia  (Central)^Que8tione 

Afghanistan  —  Anglo  -  Rnuian    Bonnd 

Treaty,  452 
Afghan  Frontier  DelimtUtioa,  1064;— I 

cognition  of  Serrioes,  014 
Escape  oi  Ayonb  Khaa  from  Teheran, 
1072 
Africa  (West  Coast) — Trading  oa  the  Op 

lliver,  27 
Bulgaria,  920  ; — Minion  of  General  Emr 

to  Sophia,  1072,  1348 
Canada  and  the  United  States— Fishery  D 

pules,  472,  473 
'*  Central    Borneo   Company    (Limited)  " 

Grant  of  Chart: r,  8 
China  and  France — New  Gommeroial  Treat] 

Port  of  Nan-Ning,  254 
Egypt — Questions 

Finance,   die.  —  Tazaiioa  of    Foreigoc 

448 
Light  Dues  on  British  Shippiof ,  731 
Parliamentary   Papers^Delaj   in  Issoii 
272,  278 
India — Questions 

Army  Medical  Servioe— Half-Staff  Alio 

ances,  1352 
Bombay—Charges   againsfc  Mr.  G.  H. 
Wilson,  of  the  CoTOoanted  OItiI  Serfii 
1058,  1059 
Report  of  tho  Finance  Commission,  467 
Indian    Telegraph    Department— Correspw 

once,  404 
Italy — Duties  on  Pig  Iron— Oonttnoanee 
the  German  and  Italian  Treaty,  1347 
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VmmavBBOv,  Right  lion.  Sir  J. — eont. 

Morocco — Impriaonmont'of  tho  Freed  Negro 
FiilAh,  267 
Slave  Trade,  1044 
New  Fitherj   Commission   (Canida    and   the 

United  States),  907,  908 
North  Sea  Fisheries— Claims  for  Damages  in 
the  Belgian  Courts  of  Law,  23,  1656 
Opposition  at  Ostend,  457,  1656 
Pom — Peruvian  Bondholders,  742,  743 
Southern  Pacific — Samoa,  1673 
Spain — A  **  Floating  Exhibition  '*  of  Spanish 
Products,  15 
Alleged  Murder  of  a  British  Merchant  Sea- 
man  bj  a  Spanish  Sentry  in  the  Port  of 
Bilbao,  21 
Sogar  Bounties— International  Conference,  13 
Trade  and   Commerce — Treaty  of  Commerce 

with  Spain — An  Arbitration  Clause,  448 
United  States — Pauper  Emigrants  from  Ire- 
land, 910,017 
Seiiure    of    British    Fishing    Vessels    in 
Behring's  Straits,  1135 
Voneiaela — Outrages  on  British  Subjects  and 


Shipping — Tho  "  Henrietta 
phine/'  1062 


and    "Jose- 


Fkvxbsham,  Earl  of 

Lnboarers'  Allotments,  Comm.  1632 


,  Admiral  E.,  Sussex,  Easthourne 
Spain — Alleged  Murder  of  a  British  Merchant 
Seaman  by  a  Spanish  Sentry  in   the  Port  of 
Bilbao,  21 


%  Mr.  B.  B.,  Inverness,  Sfc. 
Soeretary  for  Scotland  Act  (18S5)  Amendment, 
Coniid.  ai(i.  c/.  161 

FXKUGANE,  Mr.  J.,  Limerick,  E, 

Ireland  — >    Evictions   —    Limerick   —    Mr. 

O'Connor,  24  ; — Mrs.    Moloney,    Her- 

bertstown,  1145 

Royal  Irish  Constabulary — Removal  of  a 

Banner,  Cappamore,  Co.  Limerick,  1651 

Merchant  Shipping — Limerick  Floating  Dock, 

006 

Fishiriei 

Fitkitig  Boats  Act,  1887  —  The  Eerring 
Fishery »  Question,  Mr.  A.  Sutherland  ; 
Answer,  The  Secretary  to  the  Board  of 
Trade  (Baron  Henry  De  Worms)  Sept  1, 
732 

Marbours  of  Refuge  on  the  Welsh  Coasts  Ques- 
tion,  Mr.  T.  E.  Ellis  ;  Answer,  The  Secre- 
tary to  the  Board  of  Trade  (Baron  Henry 
De  Worms)  Sept  1,  743 

Salmon  Fishery  Act,  1873 — Board  of  Con- 
servators of  the  Dovey  Fishery  District, 
dtuestion,  Mr.  T.  E.  Ellis ;  Answer,  The  Se- 
eretary  to  the  Board  of  Trade  (Baron  Henry 
De  Worms)  Sept  1,  744 

TitzWyobam,  General  Sir  F.  W.,  Hants, 
Fareham 
Army  Estimates— Military   Education,  1761, 
1764 


Flynn,  Mr.  J.  0.,  Corky  N. 

Ireland — Questions 

Law  and  Justice — Petty  Sessions  at  Lis- 
towel — Appropriation  of  Fines,  1180 

Post  Office — Telegraph  Department — Tele- 
graph Station,  Ardmore,  Co.  Waterford, 
440 

Railways  -  Cork  and  Muskerry  Light  Rail- 
way—Ex-Uead  Constable  Irrino,  1181, 
1132 
Sheriffs  (Consolidation),  Comm.  1330 
Supply — Chief  Secretary  to  tho  Lord   Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland,  540,  680 

Constabulary  Force,  Ireland,  321, 360, 366, 
395 

County  Court  Officers,  <bc.  Ireland,  1146, 
1157,  1158,  1159,  1160,  1228 

Court  of  Bankruptcy  in  Ireland,  1018, 
1021 

Criminal  Prosecutions,  dto.  in  Ireland,  922, 
966.  1001,  1002 

Local  Government  Board  in  Ireland,  dto. 
810,  814 

Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  Officers  and 
Attendants,  d:c.  419 

Public  Works  Office,  Ireland,  859 

Registrar  General's  Office,  Ireland,  699, 
707 

FoREiON  Affairs — Secretary  of  State 
{see  Salisbury,  Marquess  of) 

Foreign  Affairs — Under  Secretary  of 
State  (see  Ferqusson,  Eight  Hon. 
Sir  J.) 

FoRWOOD,  Mr.  A.  B.  (Secretary  to  the 

Admiralty),  Lancashire,  Ormskirh 
Navy  Estimates — Extra  Estimate  for  SerTioei 

not  Naval,  1706 
Machinery  and   Ships  built   by  Contract, 

1589, 1598 
Naval  Stores,  1564,  1568,  1577 

Foster,  Sir  B.  W.,  Derby,  Ilkeston 
Army   Medical  Service   (India)  —  Half-Staff 

Allowances,  1352 
Labourers'  Allotments,  Gonsid.  add.  cl,  1278, 

1279,  1298;  el.  2,  1312,  1318 
Law   and  Police — Arrest  and   Flogging  of  a 

Child  at  Ripley,  908 

Fowler,    Eight  Hon.  H.  BE.,    Wolver- 
hampton, E, 
Highway    Acts— Tho    Salvation    Army — Re- 
ligious Services  in  Stamford  Market  Place , 
29 
Ways  and  Means,  Comm.  Motion  for  Adjourn- 
ment, 152,  153,  156,  157,  158 

Fowler,  Sir  R.  N.,  London 

Africa  (West  Coast)— Mr.  J.  R.  Maxwell, 
Chief  Magistrate  of  the  Gambia,  739 

New  South  Wales — Grants  of  Land  to  Mission- 
aries, 733 

Supply — Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  Offloera 
and  Attendants,  4io.  506 
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Fox,  Dr.  J.  F.,  King'i  Co.,  TuUamore 
Ireland — Crime  and  Outrage^  Diiturbancei  at 
Ballinatloe,  1607  ;  —  Incendiarj  Firea 
near  Rhode,  King's  Co.  1129 
Kojal  Irish  Constahulary — Charge  againat 
a  Police  Sergeant,  Pike,  Ballingarrjr, 
Co.  Tipperarjr,  IC03 

SuppIy^Chief  Secretarj  to  the  Lord  Lieo- 
tcnant  of  Ireland,  071 
liOoal  Government  Board  in  Ireland,  dco. 
790 

Fraseb,  General  0.  C,  Lambeth,  N, 

War  Office  (Auxiliary  Forces) — Miliiia  Valise 
Kquipment,  1047 
Ordnance  Department — Issoe  of  DefcctiTO 
Ammunition  Pouches,  1016 

Frieodly  Societies  Act  (1875)  Amend- 
ment (No.  3)  Bill 

(The  Lord  Elphinstone)  . 

I.  Committee  *  Sept  0  (Nos.  237-266) 

Report  *  Sept  8 

FuLLEK,  Mr.  O.  P.,  TFtUs,  Weathury 

Lahourcrs*  Allotments,  Comm.  cl.  6,  Amendt. 
209,  228 

Gardner,  Mr.  H.,  Essex ,  Saffron  Walden 

Board  of  Trade  (Railway  Department) — Level 

Crossings,  1610 
Labourers'   Allotments,   Comm.   eh   6,   198 ; 

el.  0,  227 
Parliament — Business  of  the  House,  020 
Tithe — Commutation  and  lledemption  of  Tithe 

—  Royal  Commission — Collection  of  Tiihe 

Kent-Charge,  1669 

Gedge,  Mr.  S.,  Stockport 

Labourers'  Allotments,  ConsiJ.  0/.  2, 1312 
Thames  Conservancy  Board— llepresentation 
in  this  House,  1651 

Gibbon,  Eight  Hon.  J.  (}.   (Attorney 
General    for    Ireland),    Liverpool, 

Walton 
Ireland — Questions 

Criminal  Law  and  Procedure  Act,  1837— 
Ballyooree,  Ennis,  Co.  Clare,  Proclaimed 
Meeting,  Motion  for  Adjournment,  750, 
763,  769,  770,  772.  784,  1364  ;— Prose- 
cution of  Mr.  John  Hayden,  1 140 

Evictions — Limerick — Mr.  O'Connor,  25  ; 
—Tang— Prosecutions,  1318,  1310 

Land  Law  Act — Rules — Sections  1  and  2, 
451,452 

Law  and  Justice — Tarbert  Petty  Sessions 
Case  of  Daniel  Scanlan,  725 

Magistracy— Major  Traill.  R.M.  12 

Rcgistratioo  of  Voters — Assistant  Reviling 
Barristers,  462,741 

Royal  Irish  Constabulary  —  "  Queen  r. 
Sub-Inspector  Samer?illc  and  Constable 
Ward,"  1613 

Merchant   Shipping  (Miscellaneous),    Comm. 
cL  8,  1521 


GiBsosi,  Right  Hon.  J.  G. — ccmt. 

Supply — Chief  Secretary   to  the   Ijonl  Uea- 

tenant  of  Ireland,  052,  653,  051,  658 

657 
Consubalary  Force,  Ireland,  36S,  372.  STi 
Coonly  Court  Officers,  Ae.  IrelanJ,  1173 

1207,   1211.    1212,    1213.    1211,    121! 

1318,  1221,  1322.  1333 
Criminal  Proaeeations.  Ae.  in  IreUnd,  93 

936,  946.  047,  063.  064,  065,  977.  97! 

080,  031,  030.  037,  000,  091,  993,  99 

995,  096 
Local  Govcmmcrit  Board  in  Irelaad,  k 

709,  803 
Prisons,  Ireland,  1046 
lUport,  151i 

GiLHOOLT,  Mr.  J.,  Cork,  W. 

Board    of   Trade   (Railway    Dcpirlment) 
Major  Hutchinson's  Report  on  the  Baoti 
Extension  Railway  Accident.  733 
Ireland— Post  OAce— Mail  Car  from   Skil 
bereen  to  Baltimore,  113-') 
Royal  Irish  Constabulary— Ciurge  agiini 
a  Police  Sergeant,  Pike,  Bailingarry,  Ci 
Tippcrary,  1353.  1350  ;- Elemoval  fro; 
Ballymote,  1346 
Supply— Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Liei 
tenant  of  Ireland,  670 
County  Court  Officers,  Ac  Ireland,  1I7C 

1172,  1222,  1333 
Local  Government  Board  in  IrelanJ,  4( 

836,  827. 838,  831 
Public  Works  Office,  Ireland,  869,  870 

Gill,  Mr.  H.  J.,  Limerick 

Supply — Criminal  Prosecations,  Ac.  in  Ire 
land,  958 

Gill,  Mr.  T.  P.,  Louth,  8. 
Supply — Constabulary  Force,  Ireland,  413 

GiLLiAT,  Mr.  J.  S.,  Clapham 
Navy    Estimates— MiliUry   Pay  and   AII01 
ances,  1703 

Gladstone,  Bight  Hon.  W.  E.,  Eii 
burgh,  Mid  Lothian 
Irish  National   League    (Special    ProoUini 
tion).  Motion  for  an  Address,  66,  188 

GoLDswoETHY,  Major-Goneral  W.   5 

Hammersmith 
Navy  Estimates- War  Office,  1733 
Superannuation  Acts  Amendment,  3R.  1814 

GoRST,  Sir  J.  E.  (Under  Secretary 
State  for  India),   Chatham 
India  (Bengal)  — Illegal  Flogging,  6 

Indian  Contagious  Diseases  Act,  1863 
Repeal,  20 

GoscHEN,  Bt.  Hon.  G.  J.  (Chancellor 

the  Exchequer),  St.  Oeorgiif  A 

over  Square 
Civil  Service— Writers— Delay  in  Pajmeat 
Bonuses,  737 
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Carreoojr — New  Coinage,  1649 
Xieite — (^aest  ioni 

Adulteration  of  Food  and  Drink ~La«r  in 

Foreign  Countries,  351 
Mr.  Foley,  Lessee  of  tbo   Cork    Custom 

House,  265 
Tobaoeo    Duties  —  Excess    of    Moisture, 
1650, 1051 
Hone  Breeding  in  Groat  Britain,  463 
lolaod    Revenue   Department — Assistants  of 

Excise,  1654 
Ireland — Horse  Breeding,  906  ; — Rojal  Dublin 
Society — Grant  for  the  Improvement  of 
Uorse  Breeding,  260 
Fieri  and   Harbours— A  Harbour  of  Re- 
fuge on  the  East  Coast,  2G5 
Irith  National  League  (Speoial  Proclamation), 
Motion  for  an  Address,  118.  119,  120.  121, 
129,  123.  124,  127,  128,  129,  ISO,  131,  133, 
134.  135 
Raiivaya — State  Acquisition  of  Trunk  Linos, 

904 
Supply — Criminal  Prosecutions,  Ac.   in   Ire- 
land, 1065 
Castoms,  1487 
Biitarnpiked  and  Main  Roads  ( England  and 

Wales),  1366 
loland  Revenue,  1488 
Report,  1602.  1803,  1804 
Temporary  Commissions,  Ao,  1471,  1472, 
1478,  1474 

>nBiiSY,  Mr.  E.  T.,  Sunderland 

N«w    Fishery   Commission — Canada  and    the 

United  States,  907 
Parluunent— Business  of  the  House,  32 

lAHAM,  Mr.  E.  C,  Lanark,  N,  W. 
Coal  Mines,  Ao.  Regulation.  Consid.  add.  el, 
1084,  1087. 1095,  1096.  1098  ;  cl  12,  1100  ; 
d.  13,1106;  c/.  49,  1116 
PaUee  of  Westminster— The   Cloister— The 

Electric  Light,  736 
Scolland — Questions 

£?iotion8— Broxburne  Shale  Oil  Company, 

462 
Law  and  Police — Arrest  in  Glasgow,  734  ; 
—Case  of  Donald  M'Murchy,  of  Oban, 
785 
Magistracy — County  Fisoals  at  Greenock, 
912 

UT,  Mr.  0.  W.,  Esiex,  Maldon 
Labourers'  Allotments,  Comm.  cl,  6,  227.229 

iL8BT7BY,  Lord  (Lord  Chancellor) 
Doal  Mines,  Ac.  Regulation,   Cotnm.  cl,  49. 

1629 
Frock,  Commons'  Ameudts  to  I^rds*  Amendts. 

Consid.  Schedulo,  1533  ;  el.  12,  1534 
Ifomen's  Suffrage,  2R.  443,  444,  445  ;  Motion, 

1686 

LXiLTOir,  Bight  Hon.  Lord   G.    F. 

(First    Lord    of   the   Admiralty), 

MiddhiiXf  Ealing 
kdmiralty — (Questions 

DiMrlford    Training     Collego    for    Naval 
Gadoif,25 


IIamilton,  Right  Hon.  Lord  G.  F. — eont. 

Dockyards  —  Discharge  of  Workmen  at 
Devon  port  Dockyard,  1353,  1357  ;  — 
Ships,  Ac. — Ships  Built  bf  Contract — 
Refusal  of  tho  *'  Australia"  and  others, 
1357 

Flying  Squadron  —  II. M.S.  "  Revenge," 
456 

Merchant  Steamers  as  Armed    Cruisers, 
737 
Irish  National  League  (Special  Proclamation), 

Motion  for  an  Address,  44 
Navy  Estimates— Admiralty  Office,  1600,  1601, 
1602.  1604,  1609 

Coast  Guard  Service  and  Royal  Naval  Re- 
serves, die.  1015 

£xtra  Estimate  fjr  Sorvioes  not  Naval, 
1705,  1706 

Half-Pay,  <bc  to  the  Officers  of  Navy  and 
Marines,  1093,  1G09,  1700,  1704 

Miscellaneous  Services,  1679,  16S2,  1689, 
1687,  1689 

Naval  Stores,  1535,  1554,  1569,  1571, 
1572 

New  Works,  Buildings,  <ko.  1617,  1620 

Report,  1770 
North  Sea  Fisheries— Questions 

Fishermen  Pilots,  1655 

Outrages  by  Belgian  on  English  Fishing 
Vessels,  471 

Protection  Cruisers,  1655 

Hamilton,  Colonel   0.   E.,  Southwark, 
Rotherhithe 
Navy  Estimates — Half- Pay,  4o.  to  the  Offloeri 
of  Navy  and  Marines,  1693,  1694 

Hanbury,  Mr.  E.  W.,  Preston 
Board  of  Trade— Boating  Fatality  at    Ilfra- 

combo,  745 
Consolidated   Fund  —  Payment  of  Pensions, 
Ao. — Master  of  the  Hawks,  15,  16,  465.  406, 
467 
War   Office — Army    Contracts— Contract    for 
Sponges,  1343.  1314 
Ordnance  Department — Conversion  of  En- 
field-Martini  Rifles,  910,  911 

Haroourt,  Eight  Hon.  Sir  W.  Q.  V., 
J)erhi/ 
Irish  National  League  (Special  Proolamation) 
Motion  for  an  Address.  101,  103,  104,  109,- 
113,  119,  120,  121,  124  • 

labourers*  Allotments,  Comm.  el,  5,  191, 196 

Harrington,  Mr.  E.,  Kerry ^  W. 

Bally coree,     Ennis,    Co.    Clare — Proclaimed 

Meeting,  Motion  for  Adjournment,  750 
Merchant    Shipping   (Miscellaneous),    Comm. 

el.  8,  Motion  for  reporting  Progress,  1519 
Supply— Constabulary  Force,  Ireland.  342,  316 
County  Court  Officers,  d^o.   Ireland,  1198, 
1207.   1209,    1212.    1213,    1215,   1216, 
1218 
Court  of  Bankruptcy  in  Ireland,  1024 
Criminal    Prosecutions,    &o.    in    Ireland, 

936,  937.  938,  947.  983,  1009 
Local  Government  Board  in  Ireland,  d^c. 
816,  818 
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India — eonU 

Telegraph  Department 

The  Correepondenee,  Question,  Mr.  Cony- 
beare  ;  Answer,  The  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  Foreign  Affairs  (Sir  James  Fer- 
gasson)  Aug  SO,  46i 

Bkkoal 

Illegal  Flogging^  Question,  Sir  George  Camp- 
bell ;  Answer,  The  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  India  (Sir  John  Gorst)  Aug  26,  6 

Bombay 

Charges  against  Mr.  O.  H,  D,  Wilson^  of 
the  Covenanted  Civil  Service ^  Questions, 
Mr.  Piokersgill  ;  Answers,  Tbo  Under  Se« 
oretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  (Sir 
James  Forgusson)  Sept  8,  1^7 

Ibelakd  ( Questions) 

Cork  City  Corporation  and  the  Local  Govern' 
ment  Board,  Questions,  Dr.  Tanner  ;  An- 
swers, The  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  (Mr. 
Jackson)  Sept  1,  720 

Difpensariee^  ^c. — Dr.  Carry,  Medical  Dis- 
pensary Doctor  of  Drumquin,  Co.  Tyrone, 
Question,  Mr.  M.  J.  Kenny  ;  Answer,  The 
Parliamentary  Under  Secretary  for  Ireland 
(Colonel  King  .  Ilarman)  Aug  20,  256  ; 
Questions,  Mr.  Sexton  ;  Answers,  The  Par- 
liamentary Under  Secretary  for  Ireland 
(Colonel  King. Ilarman)  Sept  5,  1125 

Emigration  from  Ireland  —  The  IFestport 
Emigration  Committee  ^Accounts  of  Mr. 
Stoney,  Questions,  Mr.  Deasy,  Mr.  Dillon  ; 
Answers,  The  Parliamentary  Under  Secre- 
tary for  Ireland  (Colonel  King-Harman) 
Aug  30,  450 

Forestry — Tramways  {Ireland)  Act,  1883— 
'tree- Planting,  Question,  Mr.  Harris  ;  An- 
swer, The  Parliamentary  Under  Secretary 
for  Ireland  (Colonel  King- Ilarman)  Sept  1, 
744 

Irish  Reproductive  Loan  Fund — Refusal  of 
Loans  to  Fishermen  in  Ballycotton,  Co, 
Cork,  Question,  Dr.  Tanner  ;  Answer,  The 
Parliamentary  Under  Secretary  for  Ireland 
(Colonel  King-IInrman)  Sept  5,  1185 

Towns  Improvement  Act,  1864 — Listmoel, 
Question,  Mr.  Deasy ;  Answer,  The  Par- 
liamentary Under  Secretary  for  Ireland 
(Colonel  King- Ilarman)  Aug  30,  453  ; 
Question,  Mr.  Stack  ;  Answer,  The  Par- 
liamentary Under  Secretary  for  Ireland 
(Colonel  King- Ilarman)  Sept  1,  738 

IIoBSE  Breeding 

Question,  Mr.  Stephens  ;  Answer,  The  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  (Mr.  Gosohen)  Sept  2, 
006 

Royal  Dublin  Society — Grant  for  the  Improve* 
ment  of  Horse  Breeding,  Questions,  Mr. 
T.  M.  Ilealy,  Mr.  Cox  ;  Answers,  The 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  (Mr.  Goschen), 
The  Parliamentary  Under  Secretary  for 
Ireland  (Colonel  King-IIarman)  Aug  20, 
250 

Thoroughbred  Sires—  Winners  of  Royal  Plates, 
Questions,  Mr.  Uayden,  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy, 
Mr.  Cox  ;  Answers,  The  Parliamentary 
Under  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Colonel  King- 
llaimaD)^{r^  30,  450 

Icont. 


Ibelakd — Horse  Breeding — coot. 

Winners  at  the  Royal  Dublin  Societies  SAou 
Question,  Mr.  Hay  den  ;  Answer,  The  Par 
liamentary  Under  Secretary  for  Irelani 
(Colonel  King-Harman)  Sept  6, 1865 

Heoistbation  of  Toters  (Irblakd) 

Assistant  Revising  Barristers,  Questions,  Mi 
T.  M.  Ilealy  ;  Answers,  The  Attorney  Gen< 
ral  for  Ireland  (Mr.  Gibson)  Aug  80,  403 
Question,  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy  ;  Answer,  Th 
Attorney  General  for  Ireland  (Mr.  Gibson) 
ObsenratioD,  llie  Chief  Secretary  for  In 
land  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfoar)  Sept  1,  741 

Payment  of  Poor  Rate  Collectors,  Questioi 
Mr.  Johnston  ;  ObierTations,  Mr.  Speake 
Aug  26,  80 

Remuneration  of  Union  Clerks,  Qaeatlon,  Mi 
W.  A.  Macdonald  ;  Answer  the  Secretar 
to  the  Treasury  (Mr.  Jackson)  Sept  6, 135J 

Criminal  Law  akd  Procedure  (Irslaxi 
Act,  1887 

Arrest  and  Trial  of  Mr.  William  O'Brien 
M.P.,  Questions,  Mr.  Dillon  ;  Answers,  Tb 
Parliamentary  Under  Secretary  for  Irebux 
(Colonel  King-IIarman)  Aug  20,  274 

Prosecution  of  Mr.  John  Hayden,  Questioni 
Mr.  Tuite ;  Answers,  The  Chief  Secretar; 
for  Ireland  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour)  Sept  2, 019 
Question,  Mr.  Tuite  ;  Answer,  The  Attorns; 
General  for  Ireland  (Mr.  Gibson)  Sept  5 
1145 

Intimidation — Listowel  Petty  Sessions,  Cc 
Kerry,  Question,  Captain  Colomb ;  Ansvsr 
The  Parliamentary  Under  Secretary  for  Ire 
land  (Colonel  King-Harman)  Sept  6,  1861 

"  Boycotting  "  in  Queen's  Co.,  QaestioD,  Mi 
W.  A.  Macdonald;  Answer,  The  Parlia 
mentary  Under  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Colone 
King-Harman)  Sept  6, 1854 

The  Proclaimed  Meeting  at  Ballyeoree,  Emu 
Co.  Clare,  Quostions,  Mr.  Dillon  ;  Answen 
The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  A.  J 
Balfour),  The  Attorney  General  for  Irelan 
(Mr.  Gibson)  Sept  1,749 

Moved,  ''That  this  House  do  now  adjoam' 
(Mr.  Dillon)  ;  after  debate.  Qaeation  pat 
A.  01,  N.  97  ;  M.  86  (D.  L.  440) 

[7.20  P.1L] 

Questions,  Sir  Wilfrid  Lawson,  Mr.  E.  Rober 
son,  Mr.  R.  T.  Keid ;  Answen,  The  Fir 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith 
The  Attorney  General  for  Ireland  (M 
Gibson),  The  Chief  Secretary  for  Irelai 
(Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour)  Sept  6,  1864 

Labourers'  (Ireland)  Acts 

Celbridge  Board  of  Guardians,  Qaettion,  M 
Carew  ;  Answer,  The  Parliamentary  nnd( 
Secretary  for  Ireland  (Colonel  King-Uarmai 
Sept  2,  001 

Lurgan  Board  of  Guardians,  Queatton,  M 
Macartney  ;  Answer,  The  Parliamontai 
Under  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Colonel  Kin; 
Harman)  Sept  6,  1338 

Kilbride  Division  of  Rathmines  Union,  Qnei 
tion,  Mr.  Harris ;  Answer,  The  Parliamei 
tary  Under  Secretary  for  IreUnd  (Colon 
King-Harman)  Sept  6«  1839 
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I&I8H  Land  Commission 

Barony  of  Lower  Dundalky  Co.  Louth  — 
Fair  Rents,  Question,  Mr.  Nolan  ;  Answer, 
The  ParliamentAfj  Under  Secretary  for  Ire- 
land (Colonel  King-IIarman)  Sept  2,  003 

Th4  •*  Bhie  Booki  "—Leaseholderg*  Rent  Fix- 
Utres,  Question,  Mr.  D.  Sullivan;  Answer, 
The  Parliamentary  Under  Secretary  for  Ire- 
land (Colonel  King-IIarman)  Sept  8,  1641 

X«4i(l  Commitsion  Courts — Production  of  Cer- 
tifcates  of  Valttaiion,  Question,  Mr.  D. 
Sullivan  ;  Answer,  The  Parliamentary  Under 
Secretary  for  Ireland  (Colonel  King-Harman) 
Sfpt  S,  1G4I 

National  Education  (Ireland) 

Board  o/^JHsminal  of  Mr,  Cunningliam, 
Qaestlons,  Mr.  Deasy  ;  Answers,  The'  Par- 
liamentary Under  Secretary  for  Ireland 
(Colonol  King-Harman)  Aug  20,  253 

Mr.  Quinn,  Head  Master  of  the  National 
School,  Tandrayee,  Question,  Sir  James 
Corry  ;  Answer,  The  Parliamentary  Under 
Secretary  for  Ireland  (Colonel  Kiog-Uar- 
tM,ii)S€ptQ,  1641 

Mulrannif  {Co.  Mayo)  National  School,  Ques- 
tion, Mr.  Deasy  ;  Answer,  The  Parliamentary 
Under  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Colonel  King- 
Harman)  Aug  30,  440 

PlXHS  AND   HaBBOURS   (IrELAND) 

A  Harbour  of  Refuge  on  the  East  Coast, 
Qaestion,  Mr.  W.  J.  Corhet ;  Answer,  The 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  (Mr.  Goschen) 
Aug  29,  265 

BaUyeotton  Harbour,  Question,  Dr.  Tanner  ; 
Answer,  The  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  (Mr. 
Jackson)  iS^|>£  8,  1662 

Inland  Nayioation  and  Drainage  (Ireland) 

The  Lower  Bann,  Question,  Mr.  Biggar ; 
Answer,  The  Parliamentary  Under  Score- 
Ury  for  Ireland  (Colonel  King-IIarman) 
Aug  26,  8 

The  River  Barrow,  Question,  Mr.  W.  A.  Mac- 
donald  ;  Answer,  The  Parliamentary  Under 
Secretary  for  Ireland  (Colonel  King-Har- 
man) Sept  8,  1666 

Poor  Law  (Ireland) 

Poor  Rates — Difficulty  of  Collection,  Question, 
Mr.  Carew  ;  Answer,  The  Postmaster  Gene- 
ral (Mr.  Ratkes)  Sept  2,  000 

Relieving  Officers  of  the  Belfast  Poor  fjaw 
Union,  Question,  Mr.  Sexton;  Answer,  The 
Parliamentary  Under  Secretary  for  Ireland 
(Colonel  King-Harman)  Sept  8,  1640 

Removal  of  a  Lunatic  from  Magherafelt  Work- 
house, Question,  Mr.  P.  O'Brien ;  Answer, 
The  Parliamentary  Under  Secretary  for 
Ireland  (Colonel  King-IIarman)  Aug  26,  0 

Po8T  Officb  (Ireland) 

Day  Mails  from  Drumsna,  Question,  Mr. 
Uayden ;  Answer,  The  Postmaster  General 
fMr.  Raikes)  Sept  1,  738;  Question,  Mr. 
Toite;  Answer,  The  Postmaster  General 
(Mr.  Raikti)  Sept  6, 1356 

[cont. 


Ireland— P(}«e  Office — cont. 

General  Post  Office,  Dublin — Annual  Leave  of 
Absence,   Question,  Mr.  D.  Sullivan  ;  An- 
swer, The   Postmaster  General  (Mr.  Raikes) 
Aug  20,  272 

Greenwich  Time  Gun  at  Cork,  Question,  Dr. 
Tanner;  Answer,  The  Postmaster  General 
(Mr.  Raikes)  Sept  8,  1663 

Mail  Car  from  Skibbereen  to  Baltimore,  Qaei- 
tion,  Mr.  Gilhooly ;  Answer,  The  Post« 
master  General  (Mr.  Raikes)  Sept  6,  1133 

Postal  Communication  between  Maeroom  and 
Cork-—  Cork  and  Maeroom  Railway  Company, 
Question,  Dr.  Tanner ;  Answer,  The  Post- 
master General  ( Mr.  Raikes)  Aua  30,  454 ;— 
Contracts  fir  Conveyance  of  Mails,  Question, 
Dr.  Tanner  ;  Answer,  The  Postmaster  Gene- 
ral (Mr.  Raikes)  Sept  6.  1340 

Retirement  of  Mr,  W.  Ahem,  Northern  Postal 
Division,  Questions,  Mr.  H.  Campbell,  Mr. 
Sexton  ;  Answers,  The  Postmaster  General 
(Mr.  Raikes)  Sept  8,  1665 

Telegraph  Department 

Promotion  of  Mr,  Samuel  Graham,  Question, 
Mr.  Blane  ;  Answer,  The  Postmaster  Gene- 
ral (Mr.  Raikes)  Aug  20,  262 

Telegraph  Station,  Ardmore,  Co,  TFaterford, 
Question,  Mr.  Flynn  ;  Answer,  The  Post- 
master General  (Mr.  Raikes)  Aug  30,  449 

Telegraph  Station,  Kilnaleck,  Co.  Cavan, 
Question,  Mr.  Biggar:  Answer,  The  Post- 
master General  (Mr.  Raikes)  Aug  26,  8 

Railways  (Ireland) 

Cork  and  Muskerry  Light  Railway — Ex-Head 
Constable  Irvine,  Questions,  Mr.  Macart- 
ney, .Mr.  Flynn  ;  Answers,  The  Parlia- 
mentary Under  Secretary  for  Ireland 
(Colonel  King  Harman)  Sept  5,  1131 

Law  and  Justice  (Ireland) 

Grand  Jury  of  Donegal^ Lifford  Assizes-^ 
Conveyance  of  Prisoners,  Question,  Mr. 
Arthur  O'Connor  ;  Answer,  The  Parlia- 
mentary Under  Secretary  for  Ireland 
(Colonel  King-Harman)  Sept  1,  710 

Imprisonment  of  John  Ryan,  of  Cloughready, 
Co.  Tipperary,  Question,  Mr.  W.  A.  Mao- 
donald  ;  Answer,  The  Parliamentary  Under 
Secretary  for  Ireland  (Colonel  King- Har- 
man) Sept  ],  738 

Land  and  Quarter  Sessions  at  Granard, 
Question,  Mr.  Carew ;  Answer,  The  Par- 
liamentary Under  Secretary  for  Ireland 
(Colonel  King-Harman)  Sept  5,  1143 

PiTTT  Sessions  (Ireland) 

Listowel   Petty    Sessions^ Appropriation    of 
Fines,  Question,  Mr.   Flynn ;  Answer,  The 
Parliamentary  Under  Secretary  for  Ireland 
(Colonel  King-Harman)  Sept  5, 1130 

Tarbert  Petty  Sessions  —  Ca^e  of  Daniel 
Scanlan,  Question,  Mr.  Dillon  ;  Answer, 
The  Attorney  General  for  Ireland  (Mr. 
Gibson);  Question,  Mr.  Dillon  [no  reply] 
Sept  1,  725 

Sessions  Clerk,  Co.  Sligo,  Questions,  Mr. 
Sexton  ;  Answers,  The  Parliamentary 
Under  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Colonol  Klng« 
Harman)  Sept  6, 1345 
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Irilaxd — eont, 
Thk  Ma«i8tract  (Ireland) 

Retirement  of  Resident  Magiitfatei^  Ques- 
tions, Mr.  T.  M.  llealy ;  Answers,  The 
Parlinnientary  Under  Sccietary  lor  Ireland 
(Colonel  King-llarman)  Aug  'Jl),  2U2 

The  Rivrrstown  {Co.  Cork)  Petti/  Sessions 
Cl'.rk.  {Mr.  T.  W.  Lenfirum),  Question, 
])i'.  Tanner  ;  Answer,  The  Parliamentary 
Umler  Secretary  Tor  Ireland  (Colonel 
Kiii;;[Iarinan)  Au<f  'J<.>,  270 

Vacant  Coronenhij)  of  Co,  JFcstmeath,  Ques- 
tion, Mr.  D.  Sullivan;  Answer,  'Ihe  Par- 
liamentary Under  Secretary  for  Ireland 
(Colonel  King-IIarmrin)  Sept  1,  720 

J/ci/.>r  Lidwelly  Dromard  House,  Co,  Tip- 
perary.  Questions,  Mr.  Sexton  ;  Answers, 
The  I'arliamentary  Under  Secretary  for 
Ireland  (Colonel  King  -  Ilarman)  Sept  6, 
1142:  Septa,  1352 

Major  Traill,  R.M.,  Queetionff,  Mr.  Tuito  ; 
Answers,  Titc  Parliamentary  Under  Secre- 
taty  tor  Ireland  (Colonel  King-Karman), 
The  Attorney  (Jeneral  for  Ireland  (Mr. 
Gibson)  Aiig  2^,  II 

Royal  Ihibh  GoxsTAiiULAUY 

Alleged  HriUality  at  Ballinatloe,  Questions, 
Mr.  Harris,  Mr.  Sexton  ;  Answer,  The 
Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  A.  J. 
^^hWoxxt)  Sept  %,  13C2 

Charge  against  a  Police  Sergeant,  Pike, 
Jiallingarry,  Co.  Tipperary,  Questions,  Mr. 
Gilhooly,\Mr.  Sexton  ;  Answers,  The  Parlia- 
mentary Under  Secretary  for  Ireland 
(Colonel  King. Ilarman)  Sept  6,  1358  ; 
Question,  Dr.  Fox  ;  Answer,  The  Parlia- 
mentary Under  Secretary  for  Ireland 
(Colonel  King- Ilarman)  Sept  8,  1603 

Removal  of  Constabulary  from  Ballymote, 
Question,  Mr.  Gllhooly  ;  Answer,  The 
Parliamentary  Under  Secretary  for  Ireland 
(Colonel  King-Harman)  Sept  0, 1346 

Removal  of  a  lianner,  Cappamore,  Co.  Lime- 
rick, Question,  Mr.  Finucane  ;  Answer,  The 
Parliamentary  Under  Secretary  for  Ireland 
(Colonel  King- Ilarman)  Sept  8,  1651 

•*  The  Queen  v.  Sub-Inspcetor  Somerville  and 
Constable  fVard,"  Question,  Mr.  Blano  ;  An- 
swer, The  Attorney  General  for  Ireland 
(Mr.  Gibson)  Sept  8,  1012 

Prisons  (Iueland) 

The  Governor  of  Armagh  Prison — Memorial 
of  Warders,  Question,  Mr.  Blane  ;  Answer, 
The  Parliamentary  Under  Secretary  lor  Ire- 
land (Colonel  King-llarman)  Aug  29,  255 

Obime  and  Outrage  (Ireland) 

Assault  by  Mistake  in  Cork  City,  Questions, 
Dr.  Tanner ;  Answers,  The  Parliamentary 
Under  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Colonel  King- 
llarman)  Sept  6,  1133 

Attack  on  a  Train,  KiV.ylea  Station,  Co. 
Armagh, i^\xi^%\'\ou,  Mr.  Biane  ;  Answer,  The 
Parliamentary  Under  Secretary  for  Ireland 
(Colonel  King-llarman)  Sept  8, 1650 

Attack  on  the  National  Furestt-ra  at  Portrush, 
Quesuon,  Mr.  Sexton  ;  Aii>wer,  The  Par- 
liamentary Under  Secretary  for  Ireland 
(Colonel  King-IJarman)i4u^  30,  473 

{cent. 


Triland— Crtmtf  and  Ouft^—oonL 

Disturbances  at  BaUinasloe,  Quettioni,  Dr.Foi 
Dr.  Tanner  ;  Answers,  The  Parliamentir] 
Under  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Colonel  Kin; 
Ilarman)  Sept  8,  1007 

Incendiary  Fires  near  Rhode,  King't  Cj. 
Question,  Dr.  Fox  ;  Answer,  The  Parlii 
mentary  Under  Secretary  for  IreUs 
(Colonel  Kiug-IIarman)  Sept  5,  1129 

Ri'UoHS     Proceedings     at     MarkethiU,     G 
Armagh,  Question,  Mr.  Blane   ;     Aniwe 
Tho    Parliamentary    Under    Secretary  f< 
Ireland   (Colonel    King-Harman)    Sept 
903 

Evictions  (Ireland) 

At  Herberlstoan,  Co.  Limerick,  Question,  M 
Dillon :  Answer,  The  Chief  Secretary  ft 
Ireland  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour)  Aug  30.  471 

Death  of  Mrs.  Moloney,  Question,  Mr.  Finn 
cane  ;  Answer,  The  Chief  Secretary  for  In 
land  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour)  Sept  5,  1145 

Jn  Limerxek^Mr.  O' Connor ^  Question,  M 
Finucane;  Answer,  The  Attorney  Gcnen 
for  Ireland  (Mr.  Gibson)  Aug  26,  S4 

At  Tang  —  Prosecutions,  Questions,  Mr.  E 
Sullivan,  Mr.  Sexton;  Answers,  The  Al 
torney  General  for  Ireland  (Mr.  Gibfoi 
Se*>t%  1318 

Lord  Oranard's  Estatiy  Co,  Lotsgford,  Qa« 
tions,  Mr.  T.  M.  Ilealy  ;  Answers,  The  Pai 
liamentary  Under  Secretary  for  Irslan 
(Colonel  King-llarman)  Aug  30,  450 

Mr,  Shirley's  Estate,  Carriekmaeross,  Ct 
Monaghan,  Questions,  Mr.  O'Brien;  An 
swers,  The  Parliamentary  Under  Seoretar; 
for  Ireland  (Colonel  King-Harman)  Se^  6 
1342  ;  Sept  8,  1668 

The  Taaffe  Estate,  Co  Mayo,  Questions,  Mi 
T.  M.  llealy ;  Answers,  The  Parliamentar; 
Under  Secretary  for  Iroland  (Colonel  King 
Ilarman)  Aug  29,  201 

Ireland — Irish  National  League  {Speeit 
Proclamation) 

Order  read,  for  resuming  Adjourned  Debate o 
Question  [25th  August],. 

''That  an  humble  Address  be  presented  I 
Her  Majesty,  humbly  to  represent  to  II< 
Majesty  that  there  has  been  laid  befoi 
this  House  a  Special  Proolamatioa  of  tl 
Viceroy  of  Ireland,  declaring  tbe  Assoeia 
tion  known  as  the  Irish  National  Loagi 
to  bo  a  dangerous  Association,  under '  Th 
Criminal  Law  and  Procedure  (Ireland)  Ac 
1887.' 

"That  no  information  has  been  furnished  I 
Parliament  to  justify  the  isiue  of  the  sai 
Special  Proclamation,  by  virtue  of  whit 
Ilor  Majesty's  subjects  are  liable  to  1 
punished  as  criminals  without  judicial  ii 
quiry  into  the  nature  of  their  aots. 

"And,  that  this  House,  in  Che  absenoeof  sue 
information,  prays  that  the  said  Proolanu 
tion  shall  not  continue  in  foroe  as  to  tli 
Association  named  and  desoribad  therein 
(Mr,  Oladstotte) 

Quc8iion    a^sain  proposed;    Debato  resume 
Aug  26,  33;   after  lonir  debau,  Qutstio 
put;  A.  19^  N.37S;  11.77 
Di?.  List,  A.  and  N.,  149 
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liAAOS,  Mr.  L.  H.,  Newington,  Walworth 
Laboaren'  Allotments,  Consid.  add.  el.  1298 
Fsblio  Health — Metropolitan   Asjulms  Board 
— Sooth- Wcstorn  Hospital  (Stockwcll),  1342 


lUAOSON,  Mr.  F.  AVootton,  Tower  Ilani- 

UtSf  Stepney 

Board  of  Trade  (Railway  Department) — Brom- 

lej  Le?el  Crossing  (I.ondon,  Chatham,  and 

DoTer  Railway),  1340 

Sgjpt  (Finance,  dtc.)— Taxation  ou  Foreigners, 

448 
KaT7  Estimatei— NaTal  Stores,  1570 

JEUfy — Duties  on  Fig  Iron — Continuance  of 
the  German  and  Italian  Treaty 
Qneition,  Mr.  Mason;    Answer,  The  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  (Sir 
James  Fergasson)  Sfpi  6,  1317 

jAOKSOir,  Mr.  W.  L.  (Secretary  to  the 
Treasury),  Leeds ^  N, 
Civil  Service — Writers— Promotion  to  Lower 

DiTision  Clerkships,  16G0 
CoDiolidated  Fund — Payment  of  Pensions,  (be. 

— The  Master  of  the  Hawks,  16,  460,  407 
Excise— Seif are  of   Tohacco   on   Board    ihe 
«*  City  of  Bristol,"  at  Belfast,  1345 

Inland — Cork  City  Corporation  and  the  Local 
Government  Board,  730 
Registration  of  Voters— Remuneration  of 
Union  Clerks,  1354 

Law    and   Justice    (England    and    Wales) — 

Prosecation    Expenses    Act— Expenses     of 

Witnesses  in  Criminal  Cases,  25,  740 
Literature,  Science,  and  Art  -  Tictures  at  tlio 

National  Gallery— Removal  of  Varnish.  1317 
Merehant  Shipping —  Limerick  Flo^iting  Dock, 

907 
Natj  and   Army  Eipcnditure,  Comm.  1840, 

1841,  1842 
Parliament — Business  of  the  House— Arrange'- 

*  ment  of  Public  Business.  252 
Piers  and    Harbours — Ballycotton    Il.-irbour, 

1662 
SvperaDniiation  Acts  Amendment,  2R.  1810, 

1812 
Sapply — CItU  Service  Estimates- Class  III. 

Law  and  Justice — "  Criminal   Prosecutions, 

Repayment    to   Counties    and    Boroughs," 

1667 

Svppljr— Civil  Contingencies  Fund,  1498, 1499, 

164»6,  1603 
Coitoms.  1485,1486 
Inland  Revenue,  1487 
Leeai  Government   Board  in  Ireland,  Ac. 

818 
liitcellaneouB  Charitable  and  other  Allow • 

ances,  Great  Britain,  1455 
liiiccllaneous  Expenses,  1477,  1478,  1479, 

1480,  1481,  1483,  1484 
Public   Buildings,  Ireland,  884,  885,  880, 

887,  889,  890,  893,  89i,  890,  897 
Poblio  Works  Office,  Irebind,  853,  854,  8G1, 

862,  863,  864,  865,  874,  878 
Registrar  General's  Office,  Ireland,  713 
Report,  1065;  Amendt.  1066,  1775,  1776, 

1777,  1778, 1790, 1791, 1792, 1793, 1795, 

1869 

\cQnt, 
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Jacksox,  Mr.  W.  L. — eont. 

Superannuation  and   Retired    Allowances, 

1454 
Supreme   Court  of  Judicature  in  Ireland, 

lOlS 
Temporary  Commissions,  1466,  1407,  1468, 

1470,  1472,  1473 
Valuation  and  Boundary  Survey,  Ireland, 

714,716 
Victoria  University,  1403 
Tramways  (War  Department),  Comm.  441 

Jennings,  Mr.  L.  J.,  Stockport 

Civil  List  Pensions — Mr.  Mongredien  and  Mr. 
Richard  Jefferies,  203 

Johnston,  Mr.  W.,  Belfast ^  S. 

Highway   Acts  —  Salvation    Army — Keligioai 
Services  in  Stamford  .Market  Place,  29,  30 

JoiCEY,    Mr.    J.,    Durham,    Chester  -  fo  - 
Street 
Labourers'  Allotments,  Comm.cZ.  0,  218 
War  Office — Heavy  Gun  Practice  from  Tyno- 
mouth  Castle,  259 

Juvenile  Offenders  Bill 

{Mr.  Secretary  Matthews^  Mr.  Stitart-  Wortley) 
e.  Bill  withdrawn  •  Sept  8  [Bill  245] 

Kennaway,  Sir  J.  H.,  Devon,  Honiton 

Highway    Acts  —  Salvation    Army — Religious 
Services  in  Stamford  Market  Place,  106 

Kenny,  Mr.  M.  J.,  Tyrone,  Mid 

Ballycoreo,    Entiis,    Co.     Clare  —  Proclaimed 
Meeting,  Motion  for  Adjournment,  704 

Ireland  —  Dispensaries — Medical     Dispensary 
Doctor  of  Drumquin,  Co.  Tyrone,  256 
Royal  Dublin  Society — (irant  for  the  Im- 
provement of  Horse  Breeding,  260 

Supply — Chief  Secretary  to  the    Lord    Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland,  570,  577,  087,  638 
Commissioners  of  National    Education  in 

Ireland,  1203.  1208 
Constabulary  Force,  Ireland,  Amendt.  325, 

332 
Court  of  Bankruptcy  in  Ireland,  1024, 1025 
Criminal  Prosecutions,  Ac.  in  Ireland,  930, 

931 
Local    Government  Board  in   Ireland,  d:o. 

795,  79«J,  797 
Lord    Lieutenant  of  Ireland.  Ofllcers    and 

Attendants,  &o.  485,  502,  5! "» 
Public  Works  Office.  Ireland,  b54,  86.> 
Registrar  Ceneral's  Office,  Ireland,  709 
Suprcdie  Court  ot    Judicature  in  Ireland, 

1015 
Valuation  and  Boundarv  Survey,  Ireland, 
715,710 
Tramways    and     Public    Companies    (Ireland) 

Acts  Am(*n<lment,  (-onim.  2b'i 
Tramways  (War  iiiparimfni),  Comm.  Motion 

lor  Adjournment,  410 
Treaty   with   China^^*'  England "   v.  *'  Great 
Britain,"  918 
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KiMBER,  Mr.  H.,  WanditcortK 

Africa   (South) — A    Railvraj  through   Swaii- 

1  and,  740 
Excise — Adulteration  of  Food  and   Drink — 

Law  in  Foreijj^n  Countries,  26i. 
Fires  (Metropoiis)— Fire  at   Whiteley's— Gas 

Pipes,  26 
Parks,  &e.  (Metropolis)— Vagrants  at  Night, 

727,  72S 
Post  Office— Memorial  of  Auxiliary  Postmen, 

263 
Supplj — Cjprus,  Grant  in  Aid,  1453 
Orange  River  Territory,  4sc.  1441 
Venezuela  —  Outrages    on     Hritish    Subjects 

and     Siiipping  —  The    *'  Henrietta "    and 

•*  Josephine,"  IGGl 

Kinq-Harman,  Right  Hon.  Colonel  E. 

R.  (Parliamentary  Under  Secretary 

for  Ireland),  Kentf  hU  of  Thanet 
Ireland — Questions 

Dispensaries — Medical  Dispensary  Doctor 
of  Drumquin,  Co.  Tyrone.  267, 1120 

Emigration — Westport  Emigration  Com- 
mittee—Accounts of  Mr.  iStonej,  450 

Forestry  —  Tramways  Act,  1883  — Tree- 
Planting,  741 

Horse  Breeding  —  Royal  Dublin  Society 
—Grant  for  the  Improvement  of  Horse 
Breeding:.  26),  201  ;  —  Thoroughbred 
Sires — Winners  of  Royal  IMates,  460, 
461;  — Winners  at  the  Royal  Dublin 
Society's  Show,  1366 

Inland  Navigation  and  Drainage  — Lower 
Bann,  8  ;— River  Barrow,  1666 

Irish  Reproductive  Loan  Fund— Refusal  of 
Loans  to  Fishermen  in  Ballycotton,  Co. 
Cork,  1136 

Poor  Law — Relieving  Officers  of  the  Belfast 
Poor  Law  Union,  1610  ; —  Removal  of  a 
Lunatic  from  Magherafelt  Workhouse, 
10 

Prisons— Governor  of  Armagh  Prison — 
Memorial  of  Warders,  266 

Railways— Cork  and  Muskerry  Light  Rail- 
way— Ex- Head  Constable  Irvine,  1132 

Towns  Improvement  Act,  1864 — Listowel, 
464 

Ireland — Crime  and  Outrage— Questions 
Assault  by  Mistake  in  Cork  City,  1134 
Attack   on  a  Train,  Killylea  Station,  Co. 

Armagh,  1660 
Attack  on  the  National  Foresters  at  Port- 
rush,  472 
Disturbances  at  Ballinasloo,  1668 
Incendiary  Fires  near  Rhode,  King's  Co., 

1120 
Riotous    Proceedings    at    Markethill,   Co. 

Armagh,  001 
Ireland— Criminal  Law  and    Procedure   Act, 

1887 — Questions 
Arrest  and  Trial  of  Mr.  William  O'Brien, 

M.P.,  274 
Boycotting  in  Queen's  Co.,  1354 
Intimidation — Listowel  Petty  Sessions,  Co. 

Kerry.  1352 
Ireland — Kvictions  — Questions 

Lord  (iranard's  Estate,  Co.  Longford,  450 
Mr.  Shirley's  Estate,  Carrick macrons,  Co. 

Monnghan,  1313,  1000 
Taafle  Estate,  Co.  Mayo,  201,  262 


Kiso-Harman,  Right  ITon.  Colonel  E.  R.— as.' 

Ireland — Irish  Land  CommisMOo — Qaestioai 
Barony   of  Lower  Dundalk,  Co.  Loath- 
Fair  Rents,  903 
'*Blue  Books*'— Leaseholders'  Rent  Fii 

tures,  1641 
Land  Commission   Courts — Proiuction  o 
Certificates  of  Valuation,  1642 
Ireland — labourers'  Acts — Questions 
Celbridge  Baird  of  Guardians,  901 
Kilbride    Division  of    Rathmincs    Usio: 

1339 
Lurgan  Board  of  Guardians,  1338 

Ireland— Law  and  Justice— Questions 

Grand  Jury  of  Donegal— Lifford  A»ii«s- 

Conveyance  of  Prisoners,  720 
Imprisonment  of  John    Ryan,  of  CLough 

ready,  Co.  Tippermry,  733,  739 
Land  and   Qoarier  Sessions  at  Granard 

1143 
Petty  Sessions  at  Listowel— Appropriatioi 

of  Fines,  IISI 
Petty  Sessions    Clerk,    Co.   Sligo,    1315 
1340 

Ireland — Magistracy — Questions 

Major  Lidwell,  Dromard  House,  Co.  Tip< 

perary,  1142, 1143,  1353 
MnjorTraill,  R.M.,  13 
Resident  Magistrates,  Retirement  of,  263 
Riverstown    (Co.    Cork)    Potty    Sessiooi 

Clerk,  270 
Vacant  Coronership  of  Co.  Westmeatb,  731 
Ireland— National  Ednoation  ^  Questions 

Board  of— Dismissal  of  Mr.   Cunninghio 

253 
Mr.  Quinn,  Ilead  Master  of  the  Natiooi 

School,  Tandragee,  1641 
Mulranny  (Co.    Mayo)    National   School 

447 
Ireland— Royal  Irish  Constabalary— QnestioD 
Charge  against  the  Sergeant  of  Police  Sti 

tion  at  Pike,  Ballingarry,  Co.  Tippenrj 

1358,  1359,  1663 
Removal  from  Ballymoto,  1346 
Removal  of  a    Banner,   Cappamore,   Cc 

Limerick,  1652 
Irish  National  League  (Speoial  Proclamatioo 
Motion  for  an  Address,  80 

Supply— Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu 

tenant  of  Ireland,  530,  532,  533,  53 

535,537,539,591.  687 
Commissioners  of  National  Edaoatioo  i 

Ireland,  1261,  1362,  1266 
Constabulary  Force,  Ireland,  310,  35i,33. 

3:i0,  3S1.  304,405,413 
County  Court  Officers,  Ao.  Ireland,  119 

1192 
Irish  I  And  Commission,  1040, 1041 
Local  Government  Board  in  Ireland,  k 

096,  607,  797,  798,  813,  814,819,  82 

827 
Lord   Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  Officers  ai 

Attendants,  dso.  51 1,  514 
Prisons,  Ireland,  1004 
Registrar  General's  Office,  Ireland,  713 

Laboucuere,  Mr.  H.,  Northampton 

Agricultural  Department  of  the  Privy  Goun< 
— Students  in  Agricaltare  at  Soath  Kc 
sington,  742 

cont 


Lift       LIW 


{SESSION     1887) 
320. 


LAW       LAW 


LiBOUOHiRi,  Mr.  II. — eont, 

Ballycoree,  Ennis,  Co.  Clare —  Proclaimed 
Meeting,  Motion  for  Adjournment,  765,  766 

Merchant  Shipping  Act — Steam  Launches  on 
the  Thames,  17 

P«rtt— Peni?iaa  Bondholders,  742,  7*13 

LAownri^  Allotmenta  Bill 

Qoestioo,  Mr.  Cobb  ;  Answer,  The  First  Lord 
of  the  Treasury  (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith)  Aug  31, 
635  ;  Questions,  Colonel  Nolan,  Mr.  Mason  ; 
Answers,  The  President  of  the  Local  Go- 
vernment Board  (Mr.  Ritchie)  Aug  31,  716  ; 
Quettioos,  Mr.  Cobb,  Mr.  Channing  ;  An- 
iwers.  The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
(Mr.  W.  H.  Smith)  Sept  5,  1144 

D^imtienofthe  Term  "Allotment,**  Question, 
Sir  George  Campbell ;  Answer,  The  Presi- 
dent of  the  Local  Government  Board  (Mr 
Ritchie)  Aug  27,  167 

Labourers'  Allotments  Bill 

(16*.  Ritchie,  Mr,  Secretary  Stanhope,  Mr, 

Long)  [Bill  329] 

«.  Committee  [Third    Night"] — Report   Aug  27 1 
W 
As  amended,  considered  ;  read  3*^,  after  debate 
S^ptB,  1271  [8111387] 

K  Read  1»  •  [Fiseount  Crosg)  Sept  6     (No.  262) 
Read  2*,  after  short  debate  Sept  7,  1524 
Committee ;  Report,  after  short  debate  Sept  8, 
1632 

Lafone,  Mr.  A.,  Souihwark,  Bermondsey 
Literatare,  Science,  and  Art — Pictures  at  the 
National   Gallery  —  Removal   of   Varnish, 
1346 

Land  Law  {Ireland)  Act 

Qoestioo,  Mr.  T.   M.    Ilealy ;    Answer,   The 
First  lA)rd  of  the   Treasury    (Mr.   W.     H. 
Smith)  Aug  26,  30  ;  Question,  Mr.  M'Car- 
tan ;  Answer,  The  First  Lord  of  the  Trea- 
sury (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith)  Aug  27,   167 

The  RuUm — Sections  1  and  2,  Questions,  Mr.  T. 
M.  Healy  ;  Answers,  The  Attorney  General 
for  Ireland  (Mr.  Gibson)  Aug  30,  450 

Law  and  Justice  (England  and  Wales) 

( Questions) 

Arrest  and  Flogging  of  a  Child  at  Ripley, 
Questions,  Sir  Walter  Foster,  Mr.  Chan- 
ning ;  Answers,  The  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Home  Department  (Mr.  Matthews) 
Sept  2,  90S 

Middlewich  {Cheshire)   Petty  Sessions — Sen* 
tenee  on    John  M* Convent,   Question,    Mr. 
Carew ;    Answer,  The  Under   Secretary   of 
State  for  the  Home  Department  (Mr.  Stuart- 
Wortley)  Sept  5,  1127 

Prosecution  Expenses  Act — Expenses  of  Wit- 
nesses in  Criminal  Cases,  Question,  Mr. 
Pickersgill ;  Answer,  The  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  (Mr.  Jackson)  Aug  26,  25  ;  Ques- 
tions,  Mr.  Pickersgill,  Mr.  James  Stuart  ; 
Answers,  The  Attorney  General  (Sir  Richard 
Webster)  Aug  30,  456  ;  Question,  Mr. 
Pickersgill ;  Answer,  The  Secretary  to  the 
TrtMury  (Mr.  Jackson)  Sept  I,  740 

[eoni. 


Law  and  Justice  {England  and  Wales) — cont. 
Criminal  Law 

Private  Executions  Act,  ISdS^ Execution  0/ 
Israel  Lipski  at  Newgate,  Question,  Mr. 
F.  Parker;  Answer,  The  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Home  Department  (Mr.  Matthews) 
Sept  1,  718 

The  Confession  of  Israel  Lipski,  Question,  Sir 
Richard  Temple ;  Answer,  The  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Home  Department  (Mr. 
Matthews)  Sept  3,  1071 

The  Maoistract 

Dartmouth  Magistrates,  Question,  Mr.  Olanoy  ; 
Answer,  The  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department  (Mr.  Matthews)  Sept  \, 
748 

Gainsborough  Magistrates  —  Sir  Hickman 
Eacon,  Questions,  Mr.  Conybeare;  Answers, 
The  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  De- 
partment (Mr.  Matthews)  Sept  I,  723 

Law  and  Police 

Admission  of  Witnesses  to  a  Station  Bouse 
Question,   Mr.    Pickersgill  ;    Answer,    The 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment (Mr.  Matthews)  Sept  2,913 

Case  of  Miss  Cass — Mr,  Newton,  Police  MagiS' 
trate  at  Marlborough  Street  Police  Court, 
Question,  Mr.  Conybeare  ;  Answer,  The  Se- 
cretary of  State  for  the  Home  Department 
(Mr.  Matthews)  Aug  30,  464 

Solicitation   in    the    Streets,   Question,    Mr. 
Rowntree  ;  Answer,  The  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Home  Department  (Mr.  Matthews) 
Sept  1,  746 
[See  title  Metropolitan  Police] 

Law  of  Evidence  Amendment  Bill  [h.l.] 

{Mr,  Attorney  General) 

e.  Question,  Mr.  T.   M.    Healy;    Answer,  The 
First   Lord  of  the  Treasury  (Mr.   W.    H. 
Smith)  Aug  29,  280 
Adjourned  Debate  on  2R.  [11th  July]  further 
adjourned  Aug  29,  428 

c.  Bill  withdrawn  •  Sept  6  [Bill  816] 

Laweenoe,  Mr.  W.  F.,  Liverpool,  Aher- 
cromhy 
Africa  (West  Coast) — Trading  on  the  Opobo 
River,  26 

Lawson,  Sir  W.,  Cumberland,  Cooker- 
mouth 

Criminal  Law  and  Procedure  (Ireland)  Act, 
1887 — Proclaimed  Meeting  in  Glare,  136i 

Licensing  Acts — Workington  Licensing  Magis- 
trates, 1139, 1140 

Merchant  Shipping  (Miscellaneous),  Gomm. 
cl,  8,  1521 

Lawson,  Mr.  H.  L.  W.,  Si,  Paneras,  W, 

Board  of  Trade  (Railway  Department) — North 

London  Railway — Chalk  Farm  Road  Bridge, 

268 
Endowed  Schools  Acts—  St.   Paul's  School, 

Hammersmith,  1337 
Street  Traffic  (Metropolis)— Private  Bars  and 

Gates,  267 
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Lechmebe,  Sir  E.  A.  H.,  Woreestershirs, 

Beicdley 
War  Office— Military  DcpOt  at  Norton,  Worcei- 
tershire — Insufficient  AccommotJaiion,  20 

Lefevre,  Right  Ilon.  G.  J.  Shaw,  Brad- 
ford, Cefitral 
Army   Estim-itps  —  Engineering   Works,  &c. 

1747;  Amendt.  1748,  175U 
Labourers'    Allotments,    Comm.    el.   0,  217 ; 

Consid.  add.  el.  1203, 1299, 1305 
Navy  Estimates — Machinery  and   Ships  Built 
by  Contract,  1508 
NaTal  Stores,  1635:  Amendt.  1536,  1500 
Parliamont — Business  of  the  House,  748 
Supply  —  Admiralty  and   War  Department^ 
JMans  for  the  Erection,  U90,  1402 
CuBtoms,  1485 
Cyprus,  Grant  in  Aid,  1453 

Legh,  Mr.  T.   W.,     Lancashire,  8.W,, 
Newton 
Asia  (Central) — Escape  of  Ayoub  Khan  from 
Teheran,  22 

Licensed    Premises    (Earlier    Closing) 

(Scotland)  Bill  (^r.  Cmtneron,  Mr, 

Robert  Reidj  Mr,  Mark  Stewart^  Mr,  Donald 
Crawford,  Mr.  Lyell,  Mr,  Prorand) 
e.  Lords*    Amendts.  ;    Adjourned    Debate   [23rd 
August]  resumed  Au^   29,  441  ;    Amendts. 
agreed  to 

Lieeneifig  Acts 
Refused  of  Lieenee  at  Stowmarket,  Question, 
Mr.  Blano  ;  Answer,  The  Secretary  ot  State 
for  the  Home  Department  (Mr.  Matthews) 
Sept  2.  Oil 
The  )\'orkington  Lieenting  Maghtratei,  Ques- 
tions, ^ir  Wilfrid  Lawson  ;  Answers,  The 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department  (Mr.  Stuart  -  Wortlej),  The 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  (Mr.  Yf,  II. 
Smith)  Sept  5,  1139 

Literature,    Science,  and  Art — The  Pie- 
tures  at  the    National   Gallery — Re- 
moval of  Varnish 
Question,  Mr.  Latone  ;  Answer,  The  Secretary 
to  the  Treasury  (Mr.  Jackson)  iSept  6,  1340 

Llewellyx,  ATr.  E.  H.,  Somerset,  N. 

Labourers'     Allot ments,    Comm.  el.   6,    173  ; 
el.  6,  215 

Local  Government   Board — President 
(wtf  EiTCiitE,  Right  lion.  0.  T.) 

Local   Government   Board — Secretary 
to  {see  Long,  Mr.  W.  H.) 

Local  Government  Hoard — Jubilee  Bonuses 
—  Veiiry  Officials 
Question,    Mr.  Shirley  ;  Answer,   The  Presi- 
dent of  the  l.ocal  GoTernmeot   Board  (Mr. 
Ritchie)  Sept2,9U 


Local  Gk>vemment  Boundaries  Bill 

(Mr.  Ritfhie,  Mr.  Jaekton^  Mr.  Unf) 

c.  Mored.  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  r«ad  ^** 
i4i<7  29,  414 
Amendt.  to  leare  ont  "  now."  add  **  upon  tbti 
day  three  months"  {Mr.  Andereon)  ;  Quei- 
tion  proposed.  "That  'now,  Ac.;"  after 
s'liort  debate,  Amendt.  withdrawn 
Main  Question  pat,  an-J  agreed  to;  Bill 
read  2°  [BUI  334] 

Committee  *—]t^.  SeptB 

LoKG,  Mr.  W.  H.  (Secretary  to  thi 
Local  Goyemment  Board),   WilU 

Deviwes 
Labourers*  Allotments,  Comm.  cf.  6,  323,  223 

226,  233 
Sale  of  Food  and  Draft  Act — Importation  0 

Adolteratod  Teatt,  1188 

LoBD  Adyocatb,  The  (jtes  Macdosald 
Bight  Hon.  J.  H.  A.) 

LoBD  LxEUTENAsn  OF  Irbulkd  —  Cliie 
Secretary  to  the  {see  Balfour,  Righi 
Hon.  A.  J.) 

LOBD     LXEUTEKANT     OF    iRELASnO—Par- 

liamentary  Under  Secretaiy  to  th« 
{see  KiKO-HARUA3r,  Bight  Hon. 
Colonel  E.  B.) 

Lothian,  Marqueas  of  (Secretary  for 
Scotland) 

Sheriff  of  Lanarkshire,  2R.  1 
Women's  Suffrage,  2R.  443 

Lnnacy  Districts  (Scotland)  Bill  >-l] 

{The  Lord  Advoemte) 
e.  Considered  *  ;  rend  8*  A^  SS       [BUI  318] 

McAbthub,  Mr.  A.,  Lsieesier 

Post  Office — Postal  Convention  betvoen  Eflg- 

land  and  Franco,  1856— PriTilcget  to  Mai 

Steamers,  13 
Public  Health  Ordinanee,  Ilonf  Kong— With 

drawai  of  Pri?ilOffos  from  Cbineao  Mcrchanu 

11 
Southern  Pacific — Samon»  1672 

McArtiiur,  Mr.  W.  A.,  CamwM^  Hit 

St.  Austell 
Supply—  Colonuil  Local  ReTonno,  Ae.  1420 


Macartney,  Mr.  W.  Q.  E.,  Antrim,  8 

Ireland  —  Laboaren   Acts,   188S>5  -*  Larga 
Board  of  Guardinnty  1338 
Railwajs—Cork  and  Muikorrj  Light  Rail 
wa J  — Ex. Head  Constable  Irvine,  1131 
Iri»h  National  I^igue  (Special  ProclaoMtion 

Motion  for  an  Address,  80,  83 
Supplr— Local  Go?emmcnt  fimrd  in  Irelmni 
092 
Report,  1513 
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ICoOabtait,  Mr.  M.,  Down^  8. 

Ireland— Und  Uw  Act,  167 

KAODOirALD,  Eight  Hon.  J.  H.  A.  (Lord 

Advocate),  Edinburgh  and  St,  An- 
drew^ i  UniversittM 
SeoCUDd^Questions 

Coal  Minei  Regulation  Act^Weights  and 
Measor«s  Act  —  Craighead  Collier/, 
Lanarkthire,  732 

Groftert  Com  mission — Return  of  Decisions, 
264 

Crofters  in  the  Island  of  Lewis — Payment 
of  Fees  to  the  Land  Commission,  7  ;  — 
Police  Constable  John  Mac  Iver,  5 

Education  Department — Appointment  of 
Dr.  Kerr,  a  Chief  Inspector  of  Schools, 
1130 

EmigQition — Assisted  Emigration  from  the 
Uighlacds,  1143.  1647,  1648 

ETiotions  -^  Eviction  at  Cairns  Aberlour, 
1849 

Land— Leasehold  Farmers,  809 

Law  and  Justice— Sequestrations  of  Mr.  J. 
M.  Russell,  1144  ;— Wrongous  Appre- 
hension and  Imprisonment  of  John  Thom- 
son and  Duncan  Leitch,  Glasgow,  014 

Magistracy— Count/  Fiscals  at  Greenock, 
912 

Pabllo  Healtb—Loch  Long  and  Loch  Goil, 
17 

Registration  of  Voters— Crofter  Voters, 
898  ;~Non.Pa/ment  of  Rates,  1350 

Western  Isles— Lochmaddy,  Uist,  1350 

Scotland — Law  and  Police — Questions 
Alleged  Excess  of  Duty,  Blant/re,  4 18 
Arrest  in  Glasgow.  735 
Case  of  Donald  M'Murchy,  of  Oban,  736 
Dismissal  of  Walter  Stewart  from  Renfrew- 
shire Police  Force,  1137 

Seeretary  for  Scotland  Act  (1885)  Amendment, 
Coniid.  add,  el,  159 

Sapplj — National  Gallery,  &o.  Scotland,  1403 
Pablio  Education,   Scotland,  13S9,  1303, 

1399 
Report,  1800 
Scottish  Universities,  1401 

Teohnical  Schools  (Scotland),  Comm.  cl,  3, 
4S0,  431,  432;  el.  4,  434,  436;  cl.  5, 
Amendt.  437,  439;  cL  6,  1820,  1821; 
Amendt.  1825;  el.  7,  AmcnJt.  ib.  ;  el.  9, 
Amendt.  •&.;  d,  10,  Amendt.  182G;  el.  11, 
Amendt.  H,  1827,  182:^,  1829  ;  add,  el.  ib, 
1832  ;  Schedule,  Amendt.  1833 

MoDoHALD,  Dr.  R.,  Ilo»8  and  Cromarty 

Poei  Office  (England  and  Wales)— Surreyors' 

Stationary  Clerks.  9 
Sootland— Crofters  in  the  Island  of  Lewis — 

Payment  of  Fees  to  the  Land  Commission, 

7;— .Police  Constable  John  Mac  Ivor,  5 
Wir  Office — Interference  of  Officers  in  Parlia- 

BMDtary  Elections— Major  J  elf,  R.E.,  4 

IfAODOHALD,    Mr.  W.  A ,    Queen^s  Co., 

Oisor^ 
iniaiid— QaetUons 

Orimioal  Law  and  Procedure  Act,  1387— • 
•'  Boyeotliog"  in  the  Queen's  Co.  1354 

[e9nt. 


Macdonald,  Mr.  W,  A.— eont. 

Inland   Navigation   and    Drainage^- River 

Barrow,  1066 
Law  and  Justice— Imprisonment  of  John 

Ryan,  of  Cloughready.  Co.  Tipperary,  738 
Registration   of  Voters — Remuneration  of 

Union  Clerks,  1353 

Post    Office — Ilouse  of  Commons— Re-direc- 
tion of  Letters,  1354,  1355 

Supply — Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lien- 
tenant  of  Ireland,  547,  548,  565 

Commissioners  of  National  Education  in 
Ireland,  1234 

Public  Works  Office,  Ireland,  819,  850 

Report,  1504 

MoLaben,  Mr.  W.  S.  B.,  Cheshire,  Crewe 
Labourers'    Allotments,    Comm.   cl,  0,  214  ; 
Consid.  add,  cl.  1281  ;  cl,  2,  1316 

Supply — Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord   Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland,  668 
Commissioners  of  National   Education  in 
Ireland,  1259 

Mac  Neill,  Mr.  J.  G.  8.,  Donegal,  8. 

Supply — Constabulary    Force,    Ireland,    378, 
380 
Lord   Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  Officers  and 
Attendants,  d(C.  473,  434 

Madden,  Mr.   Serjeant  D.  H.,  Dublin 
University 
Supply — Court  of  Bankruptcy  in  Ireland,  1023 

Mauony,  Mr.  P.,  Meath,  K, 

Supply— Local  Government  Board  in  Ireland, 
833,  835 

Mallock,  Mr.  R.,  Deton,  Torquay 
Admiralty— Dartmouth  Training  College   for 
Naval  Cadets,  25 

Mai! a.  Government  of 
Question,   Earl  Do  La  Warr ;  Answer,  The 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  the   Colonics 
(The  Earl  of  Onslow)  Sept  8,  1637 


Makxers,  Bight  Hon.  Lord  J.  J.  H. 
(Chancellor  of  the  Duchy  of  Lan- 
caster), Leicestershire f  E, 

Agricultural  Department  of  the  Privy  Council 
— Injurious  Insects  Act— Colorado  Beetle, 
721 

Navy  Estimates — Coast  Guard  Service!  and 
Hoyal  Naval  Reserves,  Ac.  1613 

Scotland— Ucssian  Fly,  32 

Marjoribanks,   Right   Hon.  E.,   Bet' 

taickshire 
Supply— Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  Officers 

and  Attendants,  &o.  499 
Technical  Schools  (Scotland),   Comm.  eL  i, 

435 
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Mason,  Mr.  S.,  Lanark ,  Mid 

Coal  Mines,  do.  Regulation,  Consid.  add.  el. 

1079,  1080,  1085.  1095 
Italj — Duties  on    Pig  Iron — Continuance   of 

tho  German  and  Italian  Treaty,  1317 
Labourers'   Allotments,    717  ;    Consid.    a4d. 

el.  1290 
Navy  Estimates — Naval  Stores,  Amende.  1562, 

1504,  1565,  15GC,  1568 
Parliament — Business  of  tho  House,  920 
Scotland — Police — Alleged    Excess    of  Duty, 

Blantyre,  448 
Supply— Colonial  F<ocal  RoTenue,  Ao.  1426 
National  Gallery,  &o.  Scotland,  1403,  1404 
Keport,  1781 
Technical    Schools  (Scotland),    Comm.  cl.   5, 

435,  436  ;  cl.   6,  1332,   1622,  1623,   1822  ; 

c/.  11,  1828  ;  add.  el.  1831,  1832 

Matthews,  Bight  Hon.  H.  (Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Hooie  Department), 
Birmingham,  E. 
Burial    Acts— Battersea  Burial   Boards  Rose 
Ilill  Cemetery,  1350 
Proposed  Cemeteries  in  East  Ilam,  1645 

Coal  Mines,  &o.  llcgulation,  Consid.  add. 
el.  1072,  1080.  1083.  1037, 1090,  1091, 1094. 
1090,  1098  ;  cl.  12,  1099,  llOI,  1105  ;  el.  13, 
Amendt.  1106  ;  cl.  10,  Amondt.  ib.\  el.  18, 
Amendt.  ib.\  c/.  24,  Amendt.  1108;  el.^k, 
1109  ;  c^.  35,  Amendt.  1110  ;c/.  39,  Amendt. 
t6.  ;  el.  42,  Amendt.  ib.  \  el.  43,  1111; 
cl  4'),t6.;  C/.47,  Amendt.  1112, 1113,1114  ; 
cl.  49.  Amendt.  ib.  1115,  1116,  1117, 
1118,  1119,  1120  ;  Kule  25,  1121  ;  Amendt. 
1123 

Crime  (Metropolis)— Bodies  of  Infants  found 
in  the  Kiver  Lea,  913 

Criminal  Law — Confession  of   Israel   Lipski, 
1072 
Privato   Executions    Act,    1868 — Execu- 
tion of  Israel  Lipski  at  Newgate,  718 

Highway    Acts — Salvation     Army — Religious 

Services  in  Stamford  Market  Place,  29,  30, 

100 
Homo  Office  —  Incorporation  of  Haslingden, 

1664 
Licensing  Acts — Refusal  of  Licence  at  Stow- 

market,  912 

Law  and  Justice  (England  and  Wales)  — 
Arrest  and  Flogging  of  a  Child  at  Ripley, 
908,909,  910 

Law  and   Police — Solicitation  in  the  Streets, 

740 
Law  and   Police   (Victropolia) — Admission   of 
Witnesses  to  a  Station   ilouse,  913 
Case  of  Miss   Cass — Mr.  Newton,   Police 
Magistrate,  464 
Magistracy  (England  and  Wales)— Dartmouth 
Magistrates,  748 
Gainsborough   Magistrates^Sir   Hickman 
Bacon,  724,725 
Metropolitan  rolice — Acting  Sergeants,  1337 

Ex-1'olice  Sergeant  Drummond,  722 
Prisons  (England  and  Wales) — Lady  Visitors 
to  Female  Prisoners,  1051 
Prison    Rules — Communications    to    Con- 
victs, 740 
Public  Health — British   Medical  Temperance 
Association,  204 

[cont. 


MATTnBws,  Right  Hon.  II. — eont. 

Registration  of   Voters— Polling   District  of 

Great  Sanghall,  1338 
Rivers  Pollution— The  Tliamei  at  Blaekwill, 

719 

Scotland — Coal   Minei— Colliery  Accident  at 

Udston,    Lanarkshire  —  The    "Gaoii 

Safety     Ump,"     458  ;  —  Weights    m 

Measures  Act — Coal  Weighing  Machine 

—  Craighead  Colliery,  Lanarkshire,  257 

Evictions  —  Broxbame    Shale    Oil   Com< 

pany,  463 

Theatres— OflBoial    Surveys — Borning  of  th 

Exeter  Theatre,  1361 
Wales — Tithe  Agitation — Qaeationi 

Anti-Tithe   Riott— Report  of  the  Coo 

missioner,  403 
Attack    on   the    Reaidenoe    of  the  Rei 

Canon  Browne,  Bod&ir,  271,  461 J 
GoTernment   PublioationB    in    the  Weill 
Language— Tithe  Inquiry  Report,  461 
Ways  and  Means,  Comm.  164,  106,  107 

Merchant  Shipping 

Limerick  Floating  Dock,  The,  Question,  Mi 
Finucane  ;  Answer,  The  Secretary  to  ti 
Treasury  (Mr.  Jackaon)  Sept  2,  906 

Steam  Launches  on  the  Thames,  Question,  Mi 
Labouchere  ;  Answer,  The  Secretary  to  th 
Board  of  Trade  (Baron  Hecry  De  Worms 
Atiff  26,  17 

Use  of  Oil  in  Heavy  Seas^  Qaeation,  Mi 
Hoare  ;  Answer,  The  Secretary  to  the  B«ir 
of  Trade  ( Baron  Henry  Do  Worms)  Aug^ 
10 

Wreck  of  the  Channel  Steamer  '<  rusferM,' 
Question,  Viscount  Baring;  Answer,  Tfa 
Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Trade  (Ban 
Henry  Do  Worms)  Aug  26,  24 

Merchant  Shipping  (Miscellaneona]  BU 

{Baron  Henry  De  TForms^  Mr.  Jackson) 

e.  Read  2«»  •  Sept  3  [Bill  348] 

Committee  ;  Report  Sept  6,  1018 
Considered  •  Sept  7 
Read  3°  •  Sept  8 

Metbopolis  ( Questiom) 

CensuS'^T/ie  Working  Class  Pcpulatioiif(^w 
tion,  Mr.  Conybeare ;  Answer,  The  Pretidei 
of  the  Local  Government  Board  (Mr.  Ritcbi 
Aug  30,  465 

Crime^Bodies  of  Infants  Found  in  the  Rii 
Lea,  Question,  Mr.  PickersgiU  ;  Antw< 
The  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  I 
partnient  (Mr.  Matthews)  JSept  3,  OlS 

Fires— The  Fire  at  Whiteley*s^Oa$  Fft 
Question,  Mr.  Kimber  ;  Answer,  1 
Webster  Aug  26,  26 

Population— Deaths  from  Starvation  in 
Metropolis    and    AU    Ireland^     Questi< 
Captain  Colomb  ;  Answer,  The  Seeretaiy 
the    Board    of   Trade   (Barob    Henry 
Worms)  Sept  1,  723 

Street  Traffie— Private  Bars  and  Oates,  Qd 
tion,  Mr.  Lawson  ;  Answer,  Mr.  Tat 
Egerton  Aug  29,  267 

The  Parks,  ^c. —  Vagrants  at  Night,  Qa 
tions,  Mr.  Kimber  ;  Answers,  The  Fi 
Commissioner  of  Works  (Mr.  Plonk 
Sept  1,  727 

[cont 
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Mbtropolis — cont, 

WaUr  Supply  —  The  Wett  Bam  Diitrict, 
Question,  Major  Banes  ;  Answer,  The  Prc- 
■identof  the  Local  GoTcrnment  Board  (Mr. 
Ritohie)  Aug  SO,  i70 

FMie  Healih 

'  Jhitish  Medical  Temperance  Association^ 
Question,  Dr.  Cinrk  ;  Anawer,  Tho  Secre- 
tJirjof  State  /or  tho  Ilomc  Department  (Mr. 
Matthews)  Aup  29,  204 
Chelsea  Hospital  Refuse  cU  SheernesSf  Qucs- 
tioD,  Mr.  Conjbearo ;  Answer,  The  Secre- 
tary to  the  Board  of  Trade  (Baron  Henrj 
De  Worms)  Aug  20,  2C9 

.  Metropolitan  Asylums  Board  —  The  South 
Western  Bofpi'al  {Stockwell),  Questions, 
The  Marquess  of  Carmarthen,  Mr.  Isaacs  ; 
ADSwers,  The  President  of  tho  Local  Go- 
Ternment  Board  (Mr.  Ritchie)  Sept  C,  1311 
(httbreak  of  Scarlet  Fever,  Question,  Mr. 
Bonsor;  Answer,  Tho  President  of  tho  Local 
GoTernmcnt  Board  (Mr.  Ritchie)  Aug  30, 
4«7 

Metropolitan  Board  of  Works 
Dangerous  Condition  of  the  Church  of  St. 
Mary-U'Strand,  Questions,  Sir  George 
Campbell  ;  Answers,  Mr.  Tattoo  Egerton 
Sept  8,  1644 
JHHropolitan  Improvements—  Piccadilly  Circus, 
Qaestion,  Mr.  De  Lislo  ;  Answer,  Mr.  Tatton 
Egcrtoa  Aug  30,  452 

XMropolitan   Board   of    Works    (Fire 
Brigade  Expenses)  Bill 

(Jfr.   Webster,  Sir  James  M^Oarel-Hogg,   Mr. 

Tatton  Egerton^  Mr,  Cochrane'£aillie,  Mr. 

Isaacson) 
€.  BiU  withdrawn  •  ^u^  31  [Bill  lOS] 

Metropolitan    Buildings  Act — Sufficiency 

of  Space  and  Air — New  Building s, 

Oxford 
Qaestion,  Sir  George  Campbell ;  Answer,  The 
President  of  the  Local  Government  Board 
(Mr.  Ritchie)  Aug  26, 5 

Motropolitan  Police 

AeHng  Sergeants,  Question,  Mr.  Pickersgill  ; 
Answer,  The  Secretary  of  State  for  tho 
Dome  Department  (Mr.  Matthews)  Sept  6, 
1837 
Em-Police  Sergeant  Drummond,  Questions, 
Mr.  Deasy,  Mr.  Pickersgill ;  Answers,  The 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment (Mr.  Matthews)  Sept  1,  721 

[See  title  Law  and  Police'] 

Metaropolitan  Police  Bill 

{The  Earl  Brownlow) 
I.  Read  2*»  Aug  30  (No.  242) 

Report  *  Sept  6 
Committee  *  ;  Report  Sept  7 
Read  3*  •  Sept  8 

JUiMM-^see  title  Coal  Mines 


MoLLOY,  Mr.  B.  C,  King^s  Co.^  Birr 

Supply— Lord  Lieutenant  of  IroKind,  Officers 
and  Attendants,  Ac.  481,  482,  505,  506; 
Amondt.  507 

Moxk-Bretton,  Lord 

labourers'  Allotments,  Gomm.  1633 

Morocco 
Imprisonment  of  the  Freed  Negro  Fatah,  Ques- 
tion,  Mr.    Rowntree ;  Answer,   Tho  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  (Sir 
Jnmcs  Fergusson)  Aug  29,  267 

The  Slave  Trade,  Question,  Dr.  Tanner ;  An- 
swer, Tho  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs  (Sir  James  Fergusson) 
Septs,  1613 

Municipal    Begulation    (Constabulary, 
&c.)  (Belfast)  Bill  [Bin  291] 

(Colonel  King- Barman,  Mr,  Solicitor  General 

for  Ireland) 

c.  Order  for  Committee  (on  re-comm.)  di<chargod  ; 
Bill  withdrawn  Sept  8,  1834 

Murphy,  Mr. W.  M.,  Dahlin,  St,  Patrick's 
Supply— Constabulary  Force,  Ireland,  411 
Local  Government  Board  in  Ireland,  <ko. 

831,838 
Public  Works  Office,  Ireland,  868 
Valuation  and  Boundary  Survey,  Ireland, 
715 

Navy  {Admiralty') 

Bermuda  Dock,  Question,  Sir  Edmund  Com- 
merell ;  Answer,  Lord  Charles  Berosford 
(A  Lord  of  the  Admiralty)  Aug  29,  269 

Dartmouth  Training  College  for  Naval  Cadets, 
Question,  Mr.  Mallock  Answer,  The  First 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty  (Lord  George  Ilamil- 
ton)  Aug  26,  25 

Flying  Squadron,  Ths—H.M.S,  "Revenue,** 
Question,  Dr.  Tanner ;  Answer,  The  First 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty  (Lord  George  IlamiU 
ton)  Aug  30,  456 

Merchant  Steamers  as  Armed  Cruisers,  Ques- 
tion, Mr.  Provand  ;  Answer,  The  First  Lord 
of  the  Admiralty  (Lord  George  Hamilton) 
Sept  1,737 

Ships,  ^c— Ships  Built  by  Contract-^ Refusal 
of  the  ** Australia'*  and  others.  Question, 
Sir  John  Puleston  ;  Answer,  The  First  Lord 
of  the  Admiralty  (Lord  George  Hamilton) 
Sept  6,  1357 

The  Dockyards 

Discharge  of  Worhnen  at  Devonport  Dockyard, 
Questions,  Sir  John  Puleston,  Dr.  Tanner  ; 
Answers,  The  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty 
(Lord  George  Hamilton)  Sept  6, 1356 

Navy  and  Army  Expenditure,  1885-6 
Accounts  considered  in   Committee  Sept    8, 
1834  ;  after  short  debate,  Kesolutions  to  be 
reported  To-morrow 
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New  Guinea — Annexation — British  Settle^ 
ments  Act 
Questions,  Sir   George   Campbell ;    Answers, 
The  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  (Sir 
Henry  Ilolland)  Sept  2,  015 

Nolan,  Colonel  J.  P.,  Oalway,  N. 

Army  Estimates— Army  Rcserre  Force,  17d7| 
1740,  1742 
Military  Education,  17GI,  1764 
Out-Pensions,  1777,  1778 
Deeds  of  Arrangement  (No.  2),  Comm.  el,  0, 

Motion  for  reporting  Progress,  1017 
Labourers*  Allotments,  710  ;  Comm.  el,  6, 220  ; 
el.  12,  244:   Amendt.  245  ;  Consid.   1271  ; 
add,  el.  1280,1287 
Merchant    Shipping  (Miscellaneous),  Comm. 

el.  7,  1518,  1519  ;  el.S,  1520 
Navy  Estimates — New  Works,  Buildings,  iio. 

1022 
Parliament — Busincso  of  the  Ilouse,  747,  748 
Supply — Chief  Secretary   to  the   Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland,  605,  600 
Civil  Contingencies  Fund,  1490 
Commissioners  of  National   Education  in 

Ireland,  1232,  1233,  1252,  1257,  1258 
Criminal  Prosecutions,  Ac,  in  Ireland,  993, 

999 
Disturnpikcd  and  Main   Roads,    England 

and  Wales,  13G5,  1360 
Disturnpikcd  and    other  Roads,  Scotland, 

1360 
Local  Government  Board  in  Ireland,  &o. 

822 
Lord   Lieutenant  of  Ireland,   Officers  and 

Attendants,  Ac.  500,  50S,  513,  514 
Miscellaneous    Charitable    and   other  Al- 
lowances, Great  Britain,  1455 
Miscellaneous  Expenses,  1478,  1479 
Public   Works   Office,   Ireland,   850,  851, 

853,  854,  857,  860,  862 
Report,    Motion  for  Adjournment,   1506, 

1510 
Temporary  Commissions,  &o.  147l>  1473 
Tramways  and    Public    Companies    (Ireland) 
Acts    Amendment,  Comm.  Motion  for  Ad- 
journment, 251 

Nolan,  Mr.  J.,  Louth,  N, 

Excise — Tobacoo  Duties— Excess  of  Moisture, 

1650 
Ireland — Land  Commission — Barony  of  Lower 

Dundalk,  Co.  Louth —Fair  Rents,  903 
NaT  J  Estimates— Naval  Stores,  1576 

Supply — Commissioners  of  National   Educa- 
tion in  Ireland,  1237,  1241 
Constabulary  Force,  Ireland,  408 
Criminal  Prosecutions,  4c.  in  Ireland,  052, 

954 
Irish  Land  Commission,  1039,  1041 
Local  GoTernment  Board  in  Ireland,  «bo. 

804,  807 
Prisons,  Ireland,  1004,  1005 

NoRTHcoTE,  Hon.  H.  S.  (Surveyor 
General  of  Ordnance),  Exeter 

Army  (Auxiliary  Forces)— Cork  Militia  Ar- 
tillery— Paucity  of  Officers,  455 

Army  Estimates — Enciaccrin^  Works,  4o. 
1757 

[eoiU, 


NoRTHCOTi,  lion.  II.  S. — eon/.' 

Tramways  (War  Department^    Comm.  4l( 

685 
War    Office— Army    Contracts— Contnct  k 
Sponges,  1343,  1344 
Auxiliary  Forces — Militia   Valise  Eqai] 
ment,  1647 
War  Office  (Ordnance  Department)— Issue 
Defeotive  Ammunition  Pouches,  1647 
Issue  of  Morris's  Tubes  and   Ammun  iti< 

729 
Steel  and  Coal  Contracts  for  Mana&cto 
ing  Departments,  258 

North  Sea  Fisheries 
Fishermen  Pilots,  (^uottion,  Sir  Savile  Croi 
lej ;   Answer,  The  First  l^ord  of  the  A 
miralry  (Lord   George   Hamilton)  Sept 
1655 
Th4  Protection  Cruiser s^  Question,  Sir  SstI 
Crossley ;   Answer,  The  First  Lord  of  t 
Admiralty  (Lord  George  Hamilton)  8*^ 
1655 

Outrages   hy    Belgian   on     Engliih    Fishi 
Vessels 

Question,  Sir  Edward  Birkbeck ;  Answer,  T1 
Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Trade  (Ban 
Henry  Do  Worms)  Aug  26,  21 ;  Qaestio 
Sir  Edward  Birkbeck  ;  Answer,  The  Fii 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty  (Lord  George  Ilam 
ton)  Aug  30,  470 

Claims  for  Damages  in  the  Belgian  Courti 
Law,  Question,  Mr.  CaTendish  BentincI 
Answer,  The  Under  Secretary  of  State  f 
Foreign  Affairs  (Sir  James  Fergnsso 
Aug  26,  23 

Opposition  at  Ostend,  Question,  Sir  Edwti 
Birkbeck  ;  Answer,  The  Under  Secretii 
of  State  for  Foreign  AflEairs  (Sir  Jam 
Fergusson)  Atig  30,  407  ;  Qaeatioo,  II 
Addison ;  Answer,  The  Secretary  to  t1 
Board  of  Trade  (Baron  Henrj  De  Worm 
Sept  2,  920 

Damages  by  Belgian  Traetders^  Question,  S 
Savile  Crossley  ;  Answery  The  Under  Seer 
tary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  (Sir  Jam 
Fergusson)  Sept  8, 1656 

The  Ostend  Rioters,  Question,  Sir  Sari 
Crossley  ;  Answer,  The  Under  Secretary 
State  for  Foreign  Affairs  (Sir  James  Feigo 
son)  Sept  8,  1656 

O'Bribn,  Mr.  J.  F.  X.,  Mayo,  8. 
Tramways  and   Public    Compaoies    (Irdia 
Acts  Amendment,  Comm.  252 

O'Bbien,  Mr.  P.,  Monaghan,  N 

Ireland  «  Evictions  —  Mr.    Sbirlejr*s   Eslal 
Carrickmacross,   Co.  Monagban,    131 
1068 
Poor  Law — Removal  of  a  Lunatic  frc 
Magherafolt  Workhouse,  9 
War  Office— Warrant  Officers  in  Civil  Cjstnn 
—  Queen's  Regulations^  1133 

O'CoNKOB,  Mr.  A.,  Donegal,  E, 
Army  Estimates— Chelsea  and    Kilaaiahs 
Hospitals,  1766 
Miliury  Education,  1761, 1762,  1763 
Miscellaneous  Eflfeotire  Serrioet,  1766 

CoPNCi 
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'OovvoE,  Mr.  X.—  eont. 

InUiid — Law    and    Justioo — Grand  Jurj    of 
Donegal— Lifford    Auiies — ConYoyanoe    of 
Pri toners,  719 
KaTj  Estimates— Admiralty  Office,  1600, 1605, 
1607 
New  Works,  Uuildings,  &o.  1621 
Sspply— Report,   Amendt.   1771,   1776,  1777, 
1778,  1781,  1783 

'OomroB,  Mr.  J.,  Tipperary,  S. 

NaT/    Estimates — Coast   Guard    Service  and 
Koyal  Naral  lleserven,  &e.  1014 
Mew  Works,  Buildings,  d(o.  1618 
Sapply — Criminal   Prosecutions,  &o.   in   Ire- 
land, 1011,1012 
Local  Government  Board  in   Ireland,  &e. 

819,  820 
Report,  1806,  1808 

'OoxKOR,  Mr.  T.  P.,  Liverpool,  Scotland 
Bftllyeoree,     Ennis,    Co.    Clare — Proclaimed 

Meeting,  Motion  for  Adjournment,  784 
Sapply — Court  of  Bankruptcy  in  Ireland,  1022 
Criminal  Prosecutions,  Ac.  in  Ireland,  943, 

1012 
Prisons,  Ireland,  1056 
Supreme  Court  of  Judicature  in  Ireland, 
1012,1015,1018 

VSLOW,  Earl  of  (Under  Seoretary  of 
State  for  the  Colonies) 

Government  of  Malla,  1637 
lAboorers'    Allotments,     211.     1528,     1529  ; 
Comm.  1634 

riMtnee  Department — see  Army 

EtDiTANOB  —  Surveyor  General  {see 
NoBTH0OT£,  Hon.  H.  8.) 

LOST,  Sir  B.  H.,  Somerset,  Wells 
Edaeation  Department — Technical  Education 
in  Elementary  Schools,  275 

hXKESL,  Hon.  F.,  Oxfordshire,  Henley 
Private  Executions  Act,  1868— Execution  of 

Israel  Lipski  at  Newgate,  718 
Rivers  Pollution  —The  Thames  at  Blaokwall, 

.719 

atltament 

3MM0NS— 

RULES  AND  ORDERS  OF  TEE  ROUSE 

Divisions,  (Question,  Mr.  Cobb  ;  Answer,  The 

First  Lord   of  the  Treasury  (Mr.    W.   H. 

Smith)  Sepi  5, 1U4 

lUBSTIONS 

JhrreffuUarily  of  Practice,  Question,  Mr.  T.  E. 
Ellis;  Obserrations,  Mr.  Speaker  ^u^  29, 
279 ;  Question,  Sir  John  Puleston  ;  Ob- 
itrvatioiis,  Mr.  Speaker  Sept  6,  1360 

ITTINQS  AND  ADJOURNMENT  OF 
THE  SOUSE 

Moved,  "  That  this  House  do  now  adjourn '  * 
A^  20,  162 ;  Sept  8,  1850  ;  after  short 
Mat*,  Qoeiiion  put,  and  agreed  to 

\^eont. 


Paruamknt — Commons— 5i(/t/t^«  and  Adjourn* 
ment  of  the  House — cont. 

Saturday  Sittings 

Mored.  <'  That  the  Sitting  of  the  House  this 
day  be  held  subject  to  the  Standing  Orders 
that  regulate  the  Sitting  of  the  House  on 
Wednesdays*'  (Jfr.  William  Henry  Smith) 
Aug  27,  163;  after  short  debate,  Motion 
agreed  to 

Resolved,  That  the  Sitting  of  the  House  on 
Saturday  bo  held  subject  to  the  Standing 
Orders  that  regulate  the  Sitting  of  the 
House  on  Wednesdays  {Mr,  Jackson)  Sept  3 

BUSINESS  OF  THE  HOUSE  AND  PUBLIC 

BUSINESS 

Question,  Mr.  Burt  ;  Answer,  The  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith) 
[further  Questions  thereon]  Aug  26,  31  ; 
Question,  Dr.  Tanner  ;  Answer,  The  Seore. 
tary  to  the  Treasury  (Mr.  Jackson)  Atig  27, 
252;  Question,  Mr.  Hunter;  Answer,  The 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  (Mr.  W.  II. 
Smith)  [further  Questions  thereon]  Aug  29, 
276  ;  Question,  Colonel  Nolan ;  Answer, 
The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  (Mr.  W.  H. 
Smith)  [further  Questions  thereon]  Sept  I, 
747 ;  Observations,  Mr.  T.  M.  Ilealy,  Mr. 
Tomlinson  ;  Reply,  The  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith)  Sept  1,749; 
Question,  Mr.  H.  Gardner;  Answer,  The 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  (Mr.  W.  11. 
Smith)  [further  Questions  thereon]  Sept  2, 
020;  Questions,  Mr.  Woodall,  Mr.  Brad- 
laugh  ;  Answers,  The  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  (Mr.  W.  II.  Smith)  Sept  5,  1144  ; 
— Local  Authorities  (Expenses)  Bill,  Ques* 
tion,  Mr.  Bonsor;  Answer,  The  President  of 
the  Local  Government  Board  (Mr.  Ritchie) 
Aug  30,  468 ;  ^Irish  Business,  Questions, 
Mr.  T.  M.  Healy,  Mr.  Sexton,  Mr.  Deasy  ; 
Answers,  The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
(Mr.  W.  H.  Smith),  The  Chief  SecreUry  for 
Ireland  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour)  Sept  2,  021  ;— 
Supply,  Question,  Sir  George  Campbell  ; 
Answer,  The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
(Mr.  W.  II.  Smith)  Sept  3,  1071  i—East 
India  Revenue  Accounts  —  The  Annual 
Financial  Statement,  Questions,  Mr.  Brad- 
laugh,  General  Sir  George  Balfour  ;  An- 
swers, The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  (Mr. 
W.  H.  Smith)  iS0;>t  6,  1360 ;— iSup^Anntia- 
tion  Acts  Amendment  Bill,  Question,  Mr. 
Pickersgill ;  Answer,  The  First  Lord  of  tho 
Treasury  (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith)  Sept  6,  1363  ; 
—  Valuation  of  Lands  [Scotland)  Amend' 
ment  Bill,  Question,  Sir  George  (3ampbell  ; 
Answer,  The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
(Mr.  W.  II.  Smith)  Sept  8,  1673 

PALACE  OF   WESTMINSTER 

The  Cloister— The  Electric  Light,  Question, 
Mr.  Cunninghame  Graham ;  Answer,  Tho 
First  Commissioner  of  Works  (Mr.  Plunkot) 
Sept  1,  736 

Bouse  of  Commons— Lockers,  Question,  Mr. 
llalley  Stewart ;  Answer,  The  First  Oom- 
missioner  of  Warks  (Mr.  Plunket)  Aug  30, 
46d 

[eont. 
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PAUJAiaiiT — CouuoRs — eoitt. 

Parliamentary  PHntiny—  Conlraeig,  Quei- 
tions,  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy ;  Answers,  The 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  (Mr.  W.  H. 
Smith)  Aug  29,  275 

The  New  Rules  of  Procedure  (1882) 
Rule  2  {Adjournment  of  the  House) 

The  Proclaimed  Meeting  at  Ballyeoreet  Ennit^ 
Co.  Clare,  Questions,  Mr.  Dillon;  Answers, 
The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour),  The  Attorney  General  for  Ireland 
(Mr.  Gibson)  iS<fpt  1,740 

Moved,  "Thnt  this  IIouso  do  now  adjourn*' 
(J/r.  Dillon) ;  after  debate.  Question  put ; 
A.  61,  N.  97;  M.  36  (D.  L.  440) 

[7.20  P.M.] 

Parliament — ^House  of  Commons 
yew  Members  Sworn 

Aug  20— Jannes  Patrick  0*Gormnn  Mabon, 
esquire,  commonly  called  The 
0' Gorman  Mahon  (^County  of 
Carloiv) 

Sept  1 — Ailwyn  Edward  Fellowcs,  esquire 
{County  of  Huntingdon  {Northern 
or  Ramsey  Division) 

Parliamentary  Elections — Registration  of 
Voters — The  Polling  District  of  Great 
Sang  hall 
Question,    Mr.  T.  E.    Ellis  ;    Answer,   The 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment (Mr.  Matthews)  Sept  6,  1338 

Passenger    Acts  —  Boating    Fatality    at 
llfracomhe 
Question,  Mr.  Ilanbury  ;  Answer,  The  Secre- 
tary to  the  Board  of  Trado  ( Baron  Henry 
Do  Worms)  Sept  1,  745 

Pease,  Sir  J.   W.,    Durham,   Barnard 
Castle 
Goal    Mines,  dtc.   Regulation,   Consid.  el,    12, 
1100;  Amendt.  1104;  c/.  18,  1108;  f/.  49, 
Amendt.  1115 


Peel,  Eight  Hon.  A.  "W.  {see  Speaker, 
The) 

Peru—  The  Peruvian  Bondholders 

Questions,  Mr.  Labouchere  ;  Answers,  The 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs 
(Sir  James  Fcrgusson)  Sept  1,  742 

PiCKARD,  Mr.  B.,  York,  W,R,^  Norman- 
ton 

Coal  Mines,  &c.  Regulation,  Consid.  add,  el. 
1090,  1094;  cl,  12,  1104;  cl.  13,  1106; 
cL  24,  1109  ;  cl  43,  Amendt.  1110  ;  eL  46, 
Amendt.  1111  ;  cl,  47,  Amendt.  ib.  1112; 
cl,  49,  1119  ;  cl,  25,  Amendt.  1120,  1124 


Pioeebsgill,  Mr.  E.  H.,  Bethnal  < 
S.JF. 

Burial  Acts — Battcrsoa    Burial   Board 

Hill  Cemetery,  1350 
Crime  (Metropolis) — Bodies  of  Infants 

in  the  River  Le.i,  912 
Emigration     and      Immigration  —  D 

Aliens,  723 
India  (Bombay) — Charges  against  Mr.  G 

Wilson,   of  the  Covenanted   Civil   i 

1657,  1058,  1639 
Law  and  Justice  (England  and  Wale<)- 

oution  Expenses  Act — Expenses  of  W 

in  Criminal  Cases,  25,  456,  740 
Law  and    Police  (Metropolis) — Adrau 

Witnesses  to  a  Station  House,  9 1 3 
Metropolitan    Pauper    Schools  ~Comp 

Expenditure,  745 
Metropolitan  Police — Acting  Sergeants 
Ex-police  Sergeant  Drummond,  723 

Parliament — Business  of  the  House— Si 
nuatioo  Acts  Amendment,  1363 

Post  Office — Rates  of  Postage  for  Newi 
—«  The  Miller."  905,  906 

Superannuation  Acts  Amendment,  2R. 

Supply — Civil  Service  Estimates — Clat 
Law  and  Justice — **  Criminal  Proseea 
Repayment  to  Coaniies  and  Bo^ 
1667 

Supply,  Report,  1782  ;  Amendt.  1793, ! 

Plxtnkbt,  Right    Hon.   D.  R. 
Oommissioner  of  Works),   ^ 
University 
Board  of  Works — Stowmarket  County 

1648 
Parks,  &o,  (Metropolis) — Vagrants  at 

727.  728 
Parliament  —  House    of   Commoni— L 
463 
Palace    of   Westminster^The    OK 
Electric  Light,  736 
Royal   Parks   and    Pleasure   Gardens 

in  Kensington  Oardens,  899 
Supply— Admiralty    and     War     Depa 
Plans  for  the  Erection  of,  1489, 1491 

Pooh  Law  (England  and  Walei 

(  Questions) 

Metropolitan  Pauper  Schools — Comp 
Expenditure,  Question,  Mr.  Pick< 
Answer,  The  President  of  the  Local  ( 
ment  Board  (Mr.  Ritchie)  Sepi  I,  74 

Nottingham  Board  of  Ouardians  — 
memoration  Presents  to  Ofieials,  Qi 
Mr.  Conybeare  :  Answer,  Tho  Vtt%v 
the  Local  Government  Board  (Mr.  I 
Sept  1,  726 

Post  Office  (England  and  Wai 

f^Questions) 
Circular  Post,  The,  Questions,  Mr.  W 
Dr.  Clark  ;  Answers,  The  Pott 
General  (Mr.  Raikes)  Sept  5,  1182 
Bouse  of  Commons — Re*dir€etion  of  j 
Questions,  Mr.  W.  A.  Macdonald 
swers,  The  Postmaster  Oeneral  (Mr.  1 
Sept  6, 1354 
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OwnoM  (England and  Walet)^cont. 

MUmtorial  of  Auxiliary  Postmen,  Question, 
•  lilr.  Kimber  ;  Answer,  The  Postmaster 
'      General  (Mr.  Raikes)  Attg  29,  253 

M^MricU  of  Sorters  of  the  London  District, 
Qaettion,  Mr.  J.  Ilowlands  ;  Answer,  The 
Poatmaster  General  (Mr.  Raikes)  Sept  5, 
1138 

Mmty  Order  Department  —  Third  Clais 
Cterhs^  Question,  Mr.  CalJwcU  ;  Answer, 
Tb«  Postmaster  General  (Mr.  Raikes) 
6^1,718 

M€W9papert  —  Bates  of  Postage  —  "  The 
MUler"  Qneations,  Mr.  Piekersgill  ;  An- 
twera.  The  Postmaster  General  (Mr.  Raikes) 
Sept  9,  900 

PiMtal  Convention  between  England  and 
JFranee,  ISSfi  ^Privileges  to  Mail  Steamers, 
^ueation,  Mr.  A.  M'Arthur ;  Answer,  The 
Seoretarjr  of  State  for  the  Colonies  (Sir 
Henry  Holland)  Aug  26,  13 

JfVflo/  Route  at  Great  Sanghall,  Chester, 
Qoestion,  Mr.  Carew  ;  Answer,  The  Post- 
master  General  (Mr.  Raikes)  Sept  5.  1123 

Smoings  Banks  Department  —  Promotion  to 
Clerkships,  Question,  Mr.  Bradlaugh ;  An- 
swer, The  Postmaster  General  (Mr.  Raikes) 
iiti^26,  U 

S^mday  Night  Despatch  of  Letters,  Question, 
Mr.  D.  Crawford  ;  Answer,  The  Postmaster 
General  (Mr.  Raikes)  Aug  29,  256 

Surveyors'  Stationary  Clerks,  Question,  Dr.  R. 
Maodonald;  Answer,  The  Postmaster  Ge- 
neral (Mr.  Raikes)  Aug  26,  9 

Tranefer  of  Letters  from  Railway  Station 
Pillar  Boxes  to  Railway  Post  Office  Travel- 
ling Vans,  Question,  Mr.  Cavendish  Ben- 
Unek ;  Answer,  The  Postmaster  General 
(Mr.  Raikes)  Aug  26,  23 

PsowsLL,  Mr.  F.  S.,  Wigan 

Coal  Mines,    Ae,   Regulation,  Consid.  cl,   12, 

1103;  el.  13,  Amendt.  1105;  cl.  47,  UU 
Labourers'   Allotments,    Comm.  el.   5,    206 ; 

el.  0,  209;  Consid.  add.  cl.   1234;  el.    3, 

1323 
Sopply — Commissioners  of  National  Education 

in  Ireland,  1262 

PowsB,  Mr.  P.  J.,  Waterfordj  E. 

Snpply — Criminal  Prosecutions,  ^c.  in  Ireland, 
1000,  1001 

Pbdix  M1NI8TEB  {see  Salisbury,  Mar- 
quess of) 

Ftii^ne  {England  and  Wales) 

lAidy  Visitors  to  Female  Prisoners,  Question, 
Sir  Richard  Temple  ;  Answer,  The  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Home  Department  (Mr. 
Matthews)  Sept  8,  1654 
Prison  Rules — Communications  to  Convicts, 
Qaeation,  Mr.  Rowntree  ;  Answer,  The 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Department 
(Mr.  Matthews)  Sept  1,  745 

Fbotaitd,   Mr.  A.  D.,   Olasgow^  Black- 
firiara^  Sfe. 
Admiralty  —  Meroliant   Steamers  as    Armed 
CmiBera,  737 

{cent. 


PaovAifD,  Mr.  A.  D. — cent. 

Secretary  for  Scotland  Act  (1885)  Amendment, 

Consid.  add.  cl.  Motion  for   Adjournment, 

160 
Supply — Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  OflSccri 

and  Attendants,  &c.  514 
Technical  Schools  (Scotland),  Comm.  el.  6, 

1820 

Public  Health — see  Metropolis 

Public  Libraries  (Scotland)  Acts  Amend- 
ment Bill  ( The  Earl  of  Crawford) 

/.  Committee  *;  Report  ^ti;^  20        (No.  233) 
Read  3»  •  Aug  30 

PdLESTON,  Sir  J.  H.,  Devonport 

Admiralty — Dockyards — Discharge  of  Work- 
men at  Devonport  Dockyard,  1356 
Ships,  tbc. — Ships  Built  by  Contract— Re- 
fusal  of  the  "Australia"  and    others, 
1357 
Civil    Service   Writers— Promotion  to   Lower 

Division  Clerkships,  1600 
Navy    Estimates  —  Medicines    and    Medical 
Stores,  1677 
Military  Pensions  and   Allowances,  1701, 

1702 
Miscellaneous  Services,  1679 
Naval  Stores,  1568 
Parliament — Irregular  Questions,  1360 
Theatres— Official    Surveys— Burning   of    the 
Exeter  Theatre,  1300 

PrNE,  Mr.  J.  D.,  Waterford,  JF. 

Supply,  Report,  1510 

Raikes,  Right  Hon.  H.  0.  (Postmaster 

General),  Cambridge  University 
Ireland — Poor  Rates— Difficulty  of  Collection, 

001 
Post  Office — Questions 

Circular  Post,  1132,  1133 

House  of  Commons — Re-direction  of  Let- 
ters, 1354.  1365 

Memorial  of  Auxiliary  Postmen,  254 

Memorial  of  Sorters  of  the  London  Dis- 
trict, 1138 

Money   Order    Department— Third    Class' 
Clerks,  718 

Postal  lloute  at  Great  Sanghall,  Chestier, 
1128 

Rates  of  Postage  for  Newspapers— *<  The 
Miller."  905,  006 

Savings  Banks  Department— Promotion  to 
Clerkships,  15 

Sunday  Night  Despatch  of  Letters,  256 

Surveyors*  Stationary  Clerks,  9 

Transfer  of  Letters  from  Railway  Station 
Pillar    Boxes   to   Railway   Post    Office 
Travelling  Vans,  24 
Post  Office  (Ireland)— Questions 

Cork  and  Macroom  Railway  Company- 
Contract  for  Conveyance  of  Mails,  1341 

Day  Mails  from  Drumsna,  1356 

General  Post  Office,  Dublin— Annual  Leave 
of  Absence,  272 

Greenwich  Time  Gan  at  Cork,  1663 
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RjiiKis,  Kighi  Hon.  H.  C-^ecn'. 

Mail  Car  from  Skibbereen  to  Baltimore, 

1133 
Postal  Communication  between  Macroom 

and  Cork,  455 
Post  Office  Telegraph  Station,  Kilnaleck, 

Go.  Cavan,  8 
Retirement  of  Mr.   W.   Ahern,    Northern 

Postal  DlTision,  1GG6 
Station  at  Drumsna,  738 
Telegraph    Department  —  Ardmore,    Co. 

Waterford,   440  ;  —  Promotion  of  Mr. 

Samuel  Graham,  263 

Bailways  (England  and  Wales) 

( QtiesUons) 

Aecidentt  on  the  Midland  Railway ^  Question, 
Mr.  Channing ;  Answer,  The  Seoretarjr  to 
the  Board  of  Trade  (Baron  llenr/  De  Worms) 
Sept  6,  1138 

Bantry  Extension  Railway  Accident — M<yor 
Hutchinson*9  Report,  Question,  Mr.  Gil- 
hooij  ;  Answer,  Tho  Secretary  to  the  Board 
of  Trade  (Baron  Uenrjr  De  Worms)  Sept  1, 
733 

Capan,  Leitrim,  and  Roscommon  Light  Rail' 
way,  Questions,  Mr.  Llayden ;  Answers, 
The  Seoretarj  to  the  Board  of  Trade  (Buron 
Henry  De  Worms)  Sept  2,  902 

Level  Crottingt,  Questions,  Mr.  11.  Gardner ; 
Answers,  The  Secretary  to  the  Board  of 
Trade  (Baron  Henry  De  Worms)  Sept  8, 
1640 
Bromley  Level  Crotiiny  (London,  Chatham, 
and  Dover  Railway)  —  Fatal  Accidents, 
Question,  Mr.  Wootton  Isaacson  ;  Answer, 
The  Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Trade  (Baron 
Ilenry  De  Worms)  Sept  6,  1340 

yorth  London  Railway — Chalk  Farm  Road 
Bridge,  Question,  Mr.  Lawson  ;  Answer, 
The  Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Trade  (Baron 
Henry  De  Worms)  Aug  29,  268 

Special  Provisions  for  Women  Travelling, 
Question,  Mr.  Addison  ;  Answer,  The  Secre- 
tary to  the  Board  of  Trade  (Baron  Henry 
De  Worms)  Stpt  2,  900 

State  Acquisition  of  Trunk  Lines,  Question, 
Mr.  Watt;  Answer,  The  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  (Mr.  Goschen)  Sept  2,  904 

Basoh,  Major  F.  0.,  Essex,  S,E. 
Army  Estimates — Yeomanry  Cavalry,  1737 
Supply — Constabulary  Force,  Ireland,  392 

Bbdmond,  Mr.  W.  H.  K.,  Fermanagh,  N. 

Irish  National  League  (Special  Proclamation), 
Motion  for  an  Address,  82,  85,  87,  89 

Beed,  Sir  E.  J.,  Cardiff 

Army    Estimates— Engineering    Works,    die. 
1754,1765,1763 
Warlike  Stores,  1745 
Navy  Esiimates^Admiralty  Office,  1606 
Machinery  and  Ships  built  by   Contract, 

1597 
Military  Pensions  and  Allowances,  1701 
Miscellaneous  Services,  1001 
Naval  Stores,  153ti,  1543,  1563,  1567 
New  Works,  Buildings,  die.  1621 
Supply,  Report,  1778, 1780 


Reformaiory    and   Industrial   Sehool 

Legistalion 
Question,  Visooant  Barrington  ;  Answer, 
Brownlow  Aug  30,  416 

Reed,  Mr.  H.  B,  Bradford,  S. 

Supply— Miscellaneous  Expenses,  1183 
Wales  (North)— AntUTithe  Riots- Repo 
the  Commissioner,  453 


Beid,  Mr.  B.  T.,  Dumfries,  ^c. 
Criminal  I^tw  and  Procedure  (Ireland) 
1887 — Proclaimed  Meeting  in  Clare, 
1365 

Ritchie,  Bighfc  Hon.  0.  T.  (Prew 
of  the  Local  Government  fioi 
Tower  JIamleis,  St.  George^ % 

Ireland— Land  Law  Act,  167 
Labourers'  Allotments,  716,  717  ;  Comm. 
168, 169.  170,  171.  172,  174.  176,  177 
179, 183,  201,  202,  203,  2C4,205,  200  ; 
207,208,213,214,210,216,228;  Ao 
229, 230, 231,  232  ;  el,  7,  233, 235, 2S( 
238;  >Z.  10,  242  ;   <^.    11,    Amendt. 
el  12,  t^.,  245,  216,  247;  d,   IS,  An 
248:  el.  14,  249,  250;  odd.   el.  U., 
Consid.  add.  el.    1271,   1276,  1277, 
1279.  1280,  1281,  1283,  1234,  1287, 
1302,    1303,   1304:    el.  2.    Amendt. 
1312,1313,1314,  1316.  1317,  1320; 
Amendt.  1321,  1322  :  el.  4,  Amendi 
el.   5,  Amendt.  13*23  ;  ei.  6,  Amendt 
el.  7,  Amendt.  1324 :    el.  8,  Amendt 
el.  12,  Amendt.  t5.,  1325;  el.   13,  Aa 
ib.;  el.  15,  1326:  3R.  t6. 
Local  Government  Board— JabilM  Bona 

Vestry  OflBcials,  Oil 
Local  Government  BoandarioSy  2R.  ill, 

420,  426,  427 
Metropolitan  Buildiogi  Aot — Spam  and 

New  Buildings,  Oxford,  0 
Metropolis — Questions 

Census— The  Working  OUm  Popal 

465 
Public    Health  —  MetropoUtmn    As 
Board— South- Woatem  Hospital  [i 
well),  1342;— OatbreakofSoarietl 
467 
Water  Supply— Weti  Ham  Diitriet,  i 

Metropolitan  Pauper  SohooUi  —  Coflipa 

Expenditure,  745 
Parliament— Adjournmeot,  162,  163 
Business  of  the  Houea^-Loeal  Aath< 
(lilxpenses},  468 
Poor  Law  (England  and  WalM)^Nottii 

Board  of  Guardians — Goannamorauoo 

sents  to  Officials,  726 
Rivers  Pollution— River  Thamea,  734 
Supply— Disturnpiked  and  Maia  Koads, 

laud  and  Wales,  1366 


River*  Pollution 

The   River  Thames,  Q^acstion,  Mr.  Ce 
Answer,     The     Preaidsafc     of    til* 
Government  Board  (Mr.    RitoUo)  S 
733 
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n#  Thames  at  BlaekwaU,  Question,  Mr.  P. 
Parker;  Aniwer,  The  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Home  Department  (Mr.  Matthews) 
Sapt  1,  710 

B0BBBT8ON,    Mr.    T.    P.   B.    (Solicitor 
General  for  Scotland),  Bute 
Irish  National  Lenguo  (Special  Proclamation), 
Motion  for  an  Address,  1 1 2 

S0BXRT8ON,  Dr.  W.  Tindal,  Brighton 
War   OflRce  —  Regimental    Bands   at  Public 
Meetings,  1351 

BoBBRTSON,  Mr.  E.,  Dundee 

Canada  and  tho  United  States — Fishery  Dis- 
potes,  472,  473  ; — New  Fishery  Commission, 
907 

Ireland — Criminal  I^w  and  Procedure  Act, 
1887 — Ballyooree,  Ennis,  Co.  Clare— Pro- 
eUimed  Meeting,  1364  ;  Motion  for  Ad- 
journment, 770, 777 

liOoal  Government  Boundaries,  2R.  417,  420, 
499 

Farliament — business  of  the  Ilouse,  277 

Soeretary  for  Scotland  Act  (1885)  Amend- 
ment, Consid.  add.  cl.  159,  100 

Toebnieal  Schools  (Scotland),  Comm.  cl.  3, 
Amendt.  431  ;  el,  4,  433,  434,  435,  436 ; 
a.  5,  438 

SouiTD,  Mr.  J.,  Essex y  N.E.y  Hanoich 
Laboorers'  Allotments,  Consid.  add.  cl.  1282 
Svpply — Colonial  Local  Revenue,  die.  1430 

BowULNDS,  Mr.  J.,  Fimhury^  E. 

Army  Estimates  —  Engineering  Works,  <bc. 
1758 

Peat  OflBee — Memorial  of  Sorters  of  the  Lon- 
don District,  1138 

▼neant  Groands  (Nuisances  Prevention),  211. 
1849 

XowNTREE,  Mr.  J.,  Scarhorough 

Ballyeoree,    Ennis,     Co.    Clare— Proclaimed 

Meeting,  Motion  for  Adjournment,  785 
Law  and  Police — Solicitation  in  tlio  Streets, 

746 
Morocco — Imprisonment  of  tho  Freed  Negro 

FaUb,  207 
Prison    Rules — Communications   to   Convicts, 

745 
Supply — Constabulary  Force,  Ireland,  405 

ibjfo/  Parks  and  Pleasure  Gardens — The 
Trees  in  Kensington  Gardens 
Question,  Sir  George  Campbell ;  Answer,  The 
First  Commissioner  of  Works  (Mr.  Plunket) 
Sept  9,  899 

BxTSaBLL,  Mr.  T.  W.,  Tyrone,  S. 

Irisb  National  League  (Special  Proclamation), 

Motion  for  an  Address,  62 
Parliameni — Sitting  of  the  House  (Saturday), 

163 

VOL.  OOOXX.     [third  semes.] 


Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act — Importation 
of  Adulterated  Yeast 
Question,  Mr.  Channing  ;  Answer,  The  Secre- 
tary to  the  Local  Government  Board  (Mr. 
hong)  Sept  5,  U38 

Salisbury,  Marquess  of  (Prime  Minister 
and  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Aflfairs) 
Women's  SutTrago— A  Point  of  Order,  3 

Samuelson,     Mr.     G.     B.,     Gloucester^ 
Forest  of  Dean 
Trade   nnd   Commerce —Treaty  of  Commerce 
with  Spain— An  Arbitration  Clause,  447 

Sandys,  Colonel  T.^,,  Lancashire,  S,  W,, 
Bootle 
War  Office — Presentation  of  Colours   to  tho 
5th   Battalion    Royal    Munstcr   Fusiliers — 
Ueligious  Ceremonies,  1070 

Savings  Banks  and  Government  Annui- 
ties Bill      ( The  Marqutss  of  Salisbury) 

I.  Read  2**  Aug  26  (No.  243) 

Committee*  ;  Report  Aug  30 
Read  3*  •  Sept  6 

School  Board  for  London  (Pensions)  Bill 

(Sir  Richard  TempUt  Sir  Ouyer  Hunter,  Sir 
Ughlred  Kay- Shut tleworth,  Mr,  M* Arthur, 
Mr,  Francis  Powell,  Mr,  Ocnt' Davit) 

c.  Bill  withdrawn  *  Sept  7  [Bill  29] 

Scotland — Secretary  for  {see  Lothian, 
Marquess  of) 

Scotland  ( Questions) 

Crofters  Commission,  The — Return  of  Deei' 
sions,  Question,  Dr.  Clark  ;  Answer,  The 
Lord  Advocate  (Mr.  J.  LI.  A.  Macdonald) 
^f/^  29,  204 

Crofters  in  the  Island  of  LfCwis— Police  Con- 
stable  John  Maclvcr,  Question,  Dr.  K.  Mac- 
donald ;  Answer,  The  Lord  Advocate  (Mr.  J. 
II.  A.  Macdonald)  Aug  2C,  5 
Payment  of  Fees  to  the  Land  Commission, 
Question,  Dr.  R.  Macdonald  :  Answer, 
The  Lord  Advocate  (Mr.  J.  H.  A.  Mac- 
donald) i4u<7  20,  7 

Emigration  ^Assisted  Emigration  from  the 
Highlands,  Questions,  Mr.  A.  Sutherland  ; 
Answers,  The  Lord  Advocate  (Mr.  J.  II.  A. 
Macdonald)  Sept  5,  1143  ;  Sept  8,  1647 

Evictitms  —  Broxburne  Shale  Oil  Company, 
Question,  Mr.  Cunninghame  Graham  ; 
Answer.  The  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department  (Mr.  Matthews)  Aug  30, 
4H2 
Eviction  at  Cairns  Aberlour,  Question,  Dr. 
Clark  ;  Answer,  The  Lord  Advocate  (Mr.  J. 
II.  A.  Macdonald)  Sept  6,  1349 

Hessian  Fly,  The,  Question,  Mr.  Anderson ; 
Answer,  The  Chancellor  of  the  Duchy  of  Lan- 
caster (Lord  John  Manners)  Aug  20,  32 
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SooTLAVD — e<mt. 

Leasehold  Farmers,  Questions,  Dr.  Clark  ;  An- 
swers, Tho  Loril  Advocate  (Mr.  J.  H.  A.  Mac- 
ilonnl.l)  S^pt  2,  S93 

Lociit  Taxation  ReiurnSt  Question,  General 
Sir  George  Balfour  ;  Answer,  The  I*  irst  Lord 
of  the  Treasury  (Mr.  W.  11.  Smith)  Sept  8, 
1071 

Piihltc  n*'aHh — Loeh  Long  and  Loch  Goil, 
Question,  Mr.  Brullaiigh  ;  Answor,  Tlie  Lord 
Advocate  (Mr.  J.  11.  A.  ^lacdonald)  .iif^2G, 
17 

Registration  of  Votert — Crofter  Voters,  Ques- 
tion, Dr.  Clark  ;  Answer,  Tho  Lord  Advo- 
cate (Mr.  J.  H.  A.  Mac-lonald)  Sept  2,  807 

Non-Payment  of  liatfg.  Question,  Dr.  Clark  ; 
Answer,  The  Lord  A<lvocate  (Mr.  J.  11.  A. 
Macdonald)  Sept  6,  l.'HO 

Weights  and  Meamrcs  Act — Cual  Weighing 
yiich ni CH  —  Craig h rad  Ciiffi^ru ,  Lann rkah ire. 
Question,  Mr.  D.  Crawford  ;  Answer,  Tho 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Homo  Depart- 
ment (Mr.  Matthews)  Aug  29,  257  ;  Ques- 
tion, Mr.  D.  Crawford;  Answer,  The  Lord 
Advocate  (Mr.  J.  II.  A.  Macdonald)  Sept  I, 
732 

IFestern  hies.  The — Loehmaddy,  Uist,  Ques- 
tion, Dr.  Clark;  Answer,  The  Lord  Advo- 
cate (Mr.  J.  II.  A.  Macdonald)  Sept  6,  1330 

Education  Department  (Scotland) 

Appointment  0/  Dr.  Kfrr,  a  Chief  Inspector  of 
Schools,  Question,  Mr.  Caldwell ;  Answer, 
The  Lord  Advocate  (Mr.  J.  H.  A.  Macdonald) 
Sept  6,  1120 

Law  axd  Justice  (Scotland) 

Sequestrations  of  Mr.  J.  M.  Russell,  Question, 
Mr.  Hunter ;  Answer,  Tho  Lord  Advocate 
(Mr.  J.  11.  A.  Macdonald)  Sept  5,  1144 

Wrongous  Appnhension  and  Imprisonment 
of  John  Thomson  and  Duncan  Leitch, 
Glasgow,  Question,  Mr.  A.  Sutherland ; 
Answer,  The  Lord  Advocate  (Mr.  J.  H.  A. 
Macdonald)  Sept  2,  9  Li 

Law  and  Police  (Scotland) 

Alleged  Excess  of  Duty — Bfantyre,  Question, 
Mr.  Mason  ;  Answer,  Tho  Lord  Advocate 
(Mr.  J.  H.  A.  Macdonald)  Aug  30,  US 

Arrest  in  Glasgow,  Question,  Mr  Cunnlng- 
hanie  Graham ;  Answer,  The  Lord  Advo- 
cate (Mr.  J.  fJ.  A.  Macdonald)  Sept  1,  731 

Case  of  Donald  M^Murehy,  of  Oban,  Question, 
Mr.  Cuiminghamc  Oraharn  ;  Answer,  Tho 
Lord  Advocate  (Mr.  J.  II.  A.  Macdonald) 
Sept  1,  736 

Dismissal  of  Walter  Stewart  from  the  Ren- 
frewshire Police  Force,  Question,  Mr.  D. 
Crawford  ;  Answer,  The  Lord  Advocate 
(Mr.  J.  II.  A.  Macdonald)  Sept  6,  1138 

The  Magistracy  (Scotland) 

County  Fiicals  at  Oreenock,  Question,  Mr. 
Cunninghame  Graham;  Aiiswur,  Tho  Lord 
Advocate  (Mr.  J.  11.  A.  Macdonald)  Sept  2, 
912 

Principal  Sheriffs,  Proeuratore  Fiscal,  ^c, 
Question,  General  Sir  George  Hal  lour  ;  An- 
ewer,  Tho  First  Lord  of  tho  Treasury  (Mr. 
W.  U.  Smith)  Aug  29,  374 


Secretary  for  Scotland  Act  fl885)  Amiil 
ment  Bill  [h.l]  [Bill  36o; 

{The  Lord  Advocate) 
c.  As  amended,  considered  Aug  26,  159 

Sexton,  Mr.  T.,  Belfast.  JT. 

Armv  Estimates— Military  Education,  Ameod 
'  1750.  17fi0.  1761 
Out-Pensions,  1773 
Coal  Mines,  &e.  Regulation,  Consid.  add.  < 

1086 
Copyhold  Enfranohisement,  Gomm.  el.  2, 184 

1845  ;  el.  4,  1847 :  el.  6,  Aroendt.  1818 
Deeds  of  Arrangement   (No.   2),  Comm.  cl. 

1517 
Excise — Questions 

Mr.   Foley,    Lessee  of   tho   Cork  Custc 

Uouse,  265 
S?izHre  of  Tobacco  on  Board  the  "  Citr 

Bristol"  at  Bel'-xst,  1311 
Tobacco  Duties — Kxcess  of  Moisture,  IG 
Ilomo    Office — Incorporation    of   Ilailinglc 

1664 
Inland    ReTonue    Department— Assistants 
Excise,  1653 

Ireland — Questions 

Crime  and  Oatrnge— Attack  on  the  N 
tional  Foresters  at  Portrusb,  472 ; 
Major  Lidwell,  Dromard  Uoase,  C 
Tipperary,  1143,  1^52.  1353 
r ispensaries,  Ac. — Dr.  Corrj,  Medical  D 
pensary  Doctor  of  Drumquio,  Co.Tyroi 
112.5,  1126 
Evictions  —  Eviction  at   Tang — Proiec 

tiont,  1349 
Law  and  Justice— Petty  Seationi  Clei 

Co.  Sliffo,  1345 
Military  Colleges  and  Asylums — Compir 

tivo  Salaries,  1652.  1653 
Poor  Law — Kelif'ving  Officers  of  the  B-.-lfa 

Poor  Law  Union,  1640 
Post  Office— Retirement  of  Mr.  W.  Ahei 

Northern  Postal  Divlsioo,  1666 

Royal    Irish   Oonstabalar/ — Alleged   Br 

tality    at     Ballinasloe,     1363 ;— Char 

against  tho  Sergeant  of  Police  Stati 

at    Pike,    Ballingarry,    Co.    Tipperai 

1358 

Labourers'  Allotments,  Consid.  add.  el.  1393 

Merchant    Shipping    (Miscellaneous),  Coos 

cl.  8,  1520 
Municipal  Regulation  (Constabulary,  dec.) (B 
fast),  Comm.  1831 

Navy  Estimates— Admiralty  Office,  1605,  Ifl 
Coast    Guard    Scrvico   and    Royal    Na 

Ucserves.  Ac.  1613,  1013 
Military  Pensions  and    Allowances,  16 

1009,  1700,  1701.  1704 
Now  Works,  Buildings,  Ae.  1622 

Navy  and  Army  Expenditure,  Oomm.  1841 
Parliament— Business  of  the  House,  33,  37' 

Irish  Business,  921 
Shoriffi    (Consolidation),    Comm.   Motion 
Adjournment,  1328,  1339,  1831 

Supply — Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lii 
tenant  of  Ireland,  580,  591,  502,  5 
600,  002,  603,  604,  605.  623,  686,  6 
044,  645,  653,  656,  657,  684,  636,  687 
Civil  Contingencies  Fund,  1502,  150 
Amendt.  1504 
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2r,  Mr.  T.— coiif. 

CtemmiMioners   of  National    Rdacation   in 

Ireland,  1230.  1203 
Constabulary  Force,  Ireland,  306,  310,  321, 

380,  381,  384,  385,  386,  387,  388,  389, 

413 
County   Court   Officers   in    Ireland,    1160, 

1101,  1172 
Court  of  Bankruptcy  in  Ireland,  1021, 102-^, 

1024  :   Amcndt.  1025.  1026 
Criminal  Prosecutions,  &c.  in  Ireland,  981, 

087.  993.  991,  99.'»,  990,  1006 
Customs,  1484,  1485.  1486 
Inland  Revenue,  1487,  1488 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,    Officers  and 

Attendants,  <ko.  481,  192,  494,  495,  490, 

504,  603 
Public  Buildings,  Ireland,  891 
Report,  1510,  1511,1612,  1514,  1785,1790, 

1701,  1792,  1793  ;  Amcndt.  1808 
Temporary  Commissions,  1101, 146G,  1468, 

1469,  1470,  1472,  1473,  1474 

Traek—The  Wage  Clauses,  1672 

Sheriff  of  Lanarkshire  Bill 

( The  Marquess  of  Lothian) 

I  Read  2«  ^u^  26,  1  (Xo.  241) 

Committee  *  ;  Report  Att^  30 
Read  3*  *  Sepi  0 

Sheriffs  (Consolidation)  Bill  [ h.l] 

(J/>.  Solicitor  General)     [Bill  262] 

f.  Order  for  Committee  read  ;  Moved,  •*  That 
Mr.  SpeAker  do  now  leave  iho  Chair*' 
Sept  6,  1332 ;  Movel,  *'  That  the  Deb.ite 
be  now  adjourned  "  {Mr.  Conybeare)  ;  (Ques- 
tion put ;  A.  25,  N.  70  ;  M.  61  (D.L.  455) 

[4.5  A.M.] 

Original  Question  again  proposed  ;  Moved, 
"That  this  Ilouse  do  now  adjourn**  (.l/r. 
Sexton) ;  after  short  debate,  Motion  with- 
drawn 

Original  Question  again  proposed  ;  Debate 
adjourned 

Shikl^t,  Mr.  W.  S.,   Yorkshire,  7F,R,, 
Doncaster 
Local  Government  Board— Jubilee  Bonuses — 
Vestry  Officials,  911 

SiDKBOTHAM,  Mr.  J.  W.,  Cheshire,  Uyde 
Coal   Mines,  dsc.   Regulation,  Consid.  cl,  31, 
Amendt.  1109 


SaciTH,  Right  Hon.  W.  H.  (First  Lord 
of    the  Treasury),     Strand^     JFest- 

minster 
Cbaritv  Commissioners  (Officers),  Comm.t;/.  2, 

632 
Gboroh  of  England   in  the  Colonics — Sec  o( 

NaUl,  917 
Cifil  List  Pensions — Mr.  Mongrodion  and   Mr. 

Richard  Jefferies,  203 
Coi^hold  Enfranchisement,  Comm.<;2.  2,  1845 
£<Sooation  Department — Technical  Education 

la  Elementar/  Schools,  375 

[cont. 


Smith,  Right  Hon.  W.  H. — eont. 

Imperial   Defences  —  Bermuda   and    Ilali&x 

469 
Ireland — Criminal  Law  and    Procedure   Aot» 
1887— Proclaimed  Meeting  in  Clare,  1364 
Land  Law  Act,  31,  167 
Labourers*    Allotments,    035,    1144;    Consid. 

1290 
Law  of  Evidence  Amendment,  280 
Licensing  Acts — Workington  Licensing  Migis- 

tratea,  1141 
Local  Government  Boundaries.  2R.  423 
Navy  Estimates— Admiralty  Office,  1000 

Machinery  and   Ships    Built  by  Contract, 

1599 
Miscellaneous  Services,  1691 
Parliament—  Questions 
Adjournment,  1850 
Course  of  Business,  749 
Rules  and  Orders  of  the  House— Divisions, 

1144 
Sitting  of  the  House  (Saturday),  103,  165 

Parliament — Business  of   the    Ilouse— Ques« 
tions 
31,  32,  276,  277,  278,  747,  748,  920,  1144, 

1145 
East  India  Revenue  Accounts,  &o.  1360 
Irish  Business,  92 L  922 
Superannuation  Acts  Amendment,  1363 
Supply,  1071 

Valuation  of  Lands  (Scotland)  Amendment, 
1673 
Parliamentary     Printing  —  Contracts,    275, 

276 
Revenue — Review  of  Taxation,  469 
Scotland— Questions 

Local  Taxation  Returns,  I67i 
Magislraoy  —  Principil     Shcriff-j,     Pro- 
curators Fiscals,  Ac.  275 

Secretary  for  Scotland  Act  (1885)  Amendment, 

Consid.  100 
SheriflFs  (Consolitlation),  Comm.  1331 
Supply — Chief  Secretary  to   the    Lord    Lieu- 
tenant  of  Ireland,  503,  501,  014,  023, 
025 
Commissioners  of    National    Education    in 
Irela.d,  1203 
Criminal    Prosecutions,    &c.    in    Ireland, 

1003 
Customs,  11S4,  1 185,  1485,  1187 
Dundrum  Criminal  Lunatic  Asylum,  lre« 

land,  8S0 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,   Officers  and 

Attendants  of,  <bo.  510 
Public   Buildings,  IrolanI,  802,  833,805, 

890 
Public  Works  Office,  Ireland,  870 
Report,    1510,    1511,   1778,     1779,    1780, 
1781,  1809 
Technical  Schools  (Scotlan«l),   I'JJi  ;  Comm. 
add.  cl.  1833 

Tithe  —  Commutation    and     Redemption    of 
Tithe— A  Uoyal  Commission — Collection 
ol  Tithe  Rent-Charge,  1670 
Tithe    Commutation    Acts  —  Incidence  ot 
Charge,  13J9 

Treaty    with    China— •*  Kngland  "  v.  "Great 

Britain,"  91S,  910 
Truck— Wage  Clauses,  1672 
Wales — Intermediate  Education,  27 
Waj8  and  Means,  Comm.  1769 
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SoLK'iTou    General    (see  Clarke,   Sir 
K  G.) 

Southern  Pacific ^  The — Samoa 

Question!,  Mr.  A.  M'Arlliur,  Dr.  Tanner  ; 
Angwerp,  Tho  Under  Sccrotftry  of  State 
for  Koroi/jn  AfTnirs  (Sir  James  Fergusson) 
*>/»/  8,  1072 

Spain 

A  ''Floating  Exhibition"  of  Spanish  Pro- 
diicttt  Question,  Mr.  Hnden-l'owcU  ;  An< 
Bwcr,  Tho  Uinier  .Secrctarj  of  State  for 
Korei^ti  Affairs  (Sir  James  Fergusson) 
Aiuj  20.  16 

AUt'ijfd  Murder  of  a  Bn'tiih  Mfrehant  Seaman 
hf  a  Sfutnish  Sentry  in  the  Port  of  Bilbao , 
Question!*,  Atliiiiral  FieKl  ;  Answers,  Tiie 
Un«ler  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  (Sir  .lames  Fergusson)  Ang  26,  21 

Suoar  Bounfiei,  The  —  The  International 
Conference,  Question,  Mr.  Baden-l  owall  ; 
Answer,  'I  he  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Aff.urs  (Sir  James  Fergusson) 
Aug  20,  13 

Treat  1/  of  dmimeree  with  Spain — -.4«  Arbitra- 
tion  CUuife,  Question,  Mr.  Samuel  son  ; 
Answer,  Tlie  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
ForeijErn  Atfairs  ^Sir  James  Fergusson} 
Aug  iu>,  4i7 

Speak  Ell,    Tho   (Right    Hon.    Arthur 
Wkllesley    Peel',     irannck  and 
Leamiugton 
Balivci'ioe.    Krnis,    Co.     Clare —  Proclaimed 
Mectinir.  M 01  ion  for  Adjournment,  751,  7 CO, 
761.70;l.  7S3 
Charity  Comm':sMoncrs  (Officers),  Comm.  625 
C0.1l   Mines,   (L'c.   Uocu'.aiion,  Uon»id.  cL  25, 

1!24 
IVeds  0!  Arjnr.jrvmer.t  ,No.  2|,  Co:nm.  132" 
Irelan-l— vjuos::o:.s 

M:i£:*ir;,cy— M.i.ior  Tia  :■.  R.M..  13 
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Stanhope,  Eight  Hen.  E.   (Secretary 
of    State    for  War),    Lincolnihire^ 
Horncastle 
Armr    Medical    Department — Medical   Raok, 

206,1141 
Armj    Estimates — Chelsea    and    Kilmaiohim 
*  ilospiuls,  1767 

Enjrineering  Works,  ifee.  1743,  1752, 1733 
Military  Kduoation,  1761,  1762 
Miscellaneous  Effectire  Services,  176f> 
Ordnance    Storo     Establishment,     1711, 

1745 
Out-Pensions,  1778 

War  Office,  1708,  1714,  1717,  1730,  1731, 
1732,  1734,  1736 
Egypt  (Finance,  A-c.)  — Expenses  of  the  Nile 

Eipcdition  and  Frontier  Defence,  19,  20 
War  Office—  Questions 

Adjutant    Gcnerars    Department  —  Rcfi 
mental    Bands    at     rditical     Mretlngf 
1127  ;— At  Pahlie  Meetings,  1351 
Heavy    Gun    Practice    from    Tynemoatt 

Castle,  259 
Interference  of  Officers  in    Parliamentirj 
Elections,  271 : — M.ijor  Jelf.  K.E.  4,5 
Military  DepOt  at  Norton.  Worcestershin 

— Insufficient  Aecono  modal  ion,  21 
Mobitiiation    Scheme — Allocation  of  th 

Artillery  Corps,  447 
OrdnaDce  DepartmcDi — Barsting  of  a  Ga 
on    Trial  a;    Iloaa9.:ov,    1I>6:  —  Cor: 
version  of  Enfield- Mar:ini   Uifles,  91' 

on 

Pre«eDtation   of  Coloan  :o  the  5:h    D-.: 

taiicD    R0y.1I   Muiisi^r  Foail.ers— Rei 

gioas  CeremoDief,  1671 
Riiingmasters  an  J  QairienBASters — Fro 

motion  trom  ibe  Kack*.  104S 
Warrant  Offioeniik  C:ii.  Costame — Qaeen 

Regulatiocs,  1 133 

Staxhopz.  Hon.  P.  J..   WtinulurKi 
Irviacd— Crmiuil  Law  aai    Pr>re-3si«   Ac 
1557 — Bs  lycore*.   Es^is,  Co.    Ciare — Pr 
ciaixeJ  Me«i:af,  M«ioB  Air  Afj^arra^: 
7'.-.*.  7t3 
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Stewabt,  Mr.  M.  J.,  Kirheudhright 
Ilorie  Breeding  in  Great  Britain,  463) 
Local  GoYemment  Boundaries,  2  El.  422 

Stipendiary  Magistrates  (Pensions)  Bill 

{/Sir  Richard  Temple^  Mr,  SaitingSf  Mr,  Godson) 
0.  Bill  withdrawn*  Sept  7  [Bill  116] 

Stuabt,  Mr.  J.,  Shoredilchy  Hoxton 

Highwajr  Acts— Salvation  Armj — Religious 
Services  in  Stamford  Market  Place,  28, 30, 166 
Indian  Contagious  Diseases  Act,  1863 — Re- 
peal, 20 
Law  and  Justice  (England  and  Wales) ~Pro- 
■eoution  Expenses  Act— Expenses  of  NVit- 
nesses  in  Gt iminal  Casss,  456 

Suitors'  Belief  Bill  (Mr,  Kimber, 

Mr.  Boord,  Mr.  Sanhury^  Mr.  Saumatitif 
Mr.  Howard  Vincent,  General  Goldaworthy, 
Mr.  KeranSf  Mr.  Byron  Reed,  Mr,  MoUoy, 
Br.  Clark) 

e.  Ordered  ;  read  1«  *  Aug  26  [Bill  386] 

Sullivan,  Mr.  D.,  Westmeathj  S. 

Ireland—  Questions 

Evictions — Evictions    at    Tang — Prosecu- 
tions, 1343 

Irish  Land  Oommission — "  Blue  Books  " — 
Leaseholders'  Rent  Fixtures,  16 U 

Land   Commission   Courts— Production    of 
Certifioaios  of  Valuation,  1611 

Magistracy — Vacant   Coronorship   of  Co. 
Westraeath,  729 

Post  Office— General  Post  Office,  Dublin^ 
Annual  Leave  of  Absence,  272 
Supply — Chief  Secretary   to   the  Lord    Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland,  634 

Criminal  Prosecutions,  &c.  in  Ireland,  980 

Summers,  Mr.  W.,  Hudder afield 

Church  of  England  in  tlio  Colonics— See  of 
Maul,  917 

Superannuation  Acts  Amsniment  Bill 

(Mr.  Jackson,  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer) 

e.  Read  2»,  after  short  debate  Sept  8,  1310 

[Bill  354] 

Suppli/ — Civil    Service  Estimates-^ Class 
III. — Law  and  Justice — **  Criminal 
Prosecutions^  Repayments  to  Counties 
and  Boroughs '' 
Qaestion,  Mr.  Pickersgill  ;  Answer,  The  Se- 
cretary to  tho  Treasury  (Mr.  Jackson)  Sept  8, 
1667 

SUPPLY 

Considered  in  Committee  Atig  29.  280 —Civil 
Servics  Estimates  ;  Class  ill. — Law  and 
Justice,  Vote  30 

Besolution  reported  Aug  30 

Oonsidered  in  Committee  Aug  30,  473  —Civil 
SiKVicB  Estimates  :  Class  II.— Salaries 
AND  Expenses  of  Civil  Departments, 
Vote  35 

Reeolation  reported  Aug  31 

[co»  /. 


Supply — eont. 


Considered  in  Committee  Aug  31,  636^CiviL 
Service  Estimates  ;  Class  II. — Salaries 
AND  Expenses  of  Civil  Depaktmbnt«, 
Votes  36,  37,  40  to  42 

Resolutions  reported  Sept  1 

Considered  in  Committee  Sept  1,  786— Civil 
Service  Estimates  ;  Class  II. — Salaries 
AND  Expenses  of  Civil  Departments, 
Votes  38,  39  ;  Class  III.— Law  and 
Justice,  Votes  24,  26,  33  ;  Class  I.— 
Pi'bl'^c  Works  and  Buildings,  Vote  23 

Resolutions  reported  Sept  2,  106«3 

First  o  agreed  to 

Res.  G  ;  after  short  debate,  Amendt.  to 
leave  out  "£114,662,"  insert  £111,662." 
{Mr.  Jackson} ;  Amendt.  agreed  to  ;  Re- 
solution, as  amended,  agreed  to 

Considered  in  Committee  Sept  2,  922  — Civil 
Service  Estimates  ;  Class  III. — Law  and 
Justice,  Votes  21  to  23,  25,  27,  29,  31,  32 

Resolutions  reported  Sept  3,11 25 
First    Res.    postponed ;    subsequent    Res. 
agreed  to 

Postponed  Res.  again  read  Sept  6,  1511 
Moved,   '^  That  this  House  doth  agree  with 
the  Committee  in  the  said  Res. ;  "  after 
short  debate.  Question  put  {  A.  114,  N.  15  ; 
M.  99  (D.L.  462) 

Considered  in  Committee  Sept  6,  1146^ 
Civil  Service  Estimates— Class  III.  — 
Law  and  Justice,  Vote  28 ;  Ol48S  IV.— 
Education,  Science,  and  Art,  Votes  13  to 
18;  Class  VI.  —  Non-Effectivb  and 
Charitable  Services,  Votes  5,  6,  8 ; 
Class  I.— Public  Works  and  Buildings, 
Vote  24;  Class  VII. -- Miscellaneous, 
Public  Works  and  Industries  (Ireland) 
(Special  Grant). 

Resolutions  reported  Sept  0,  1501 
First  1 1  n greed  to 

Ues.  12 :  Moved,  "  That  this  House  doth  agree 
with  the  Committee  in  the  said  Resolution  ;  " 
after  short  debate,  Moved,  *'  That  iho  Ques- 
tion  be  now  put"  {Mr.  W,  H.  Smith); 
Question  put  nccordingly;  A.  110,  N.  10; 
M.100(D.  L.  460) 

Question  put,  ''  That  this  House  doth  agreo 
with  the  Committco  in  the  eaid  Resolution  ; " 
A.  115.  N.  16;  M.  99(D.  L.  461) 

Considered  in  Committee  Sept  6,  1365— 
Class  I.  —  Public  Works  and  Build* 
iNGs,  Votes  21,  22  ;  Class  IV.— Educa- 
tion, Science,  and  Art,  Votes  10  to  12  ; 
Class  V. — Foreign  and  Colonial  Ser- 
vices, Votes  5,  6,  8;  Class  VI. —  Non- 
effective AND  Charitable  Sbrvicbs, 
Votes  1  to  4,  7,  8 ;  Class  VII. — Miscel- 
laneous, Votes  1.  2  ;  Revenue  Depart- 
ments, Votes  I,  II ;  Class  I.— Public 
Works  and  Buildings,  Vote  7  ;  Glass 
IV.  —  Education,  Science,  and  Art, 
Victoria  University  ;  Class  VII.  —  Mis- 
cellaneous, Repayment  to  Civil  Contin- 
gencies Fund. 

Resolutions  reported  Sept  8,  1770 

First  8  agreed  to 

Kos.  9  ;  Amendt.  to  leave  out  **  £246,083,"  in- 
sert "£216,023"  {Mr.  Arthur  O'Connor); 
Question    proposed,    <*  That   '  £346,082  ' 
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stand  part  of  tho  Resolution  ;  '*  after  short 
debate.  Question  put ;  A.  100,  N.  25  ;  M. 
84  [12.10  P.M.] 

Dif.  List,  A.  and  X.,  1784 
Res.  agreed  to 

Res.  10  to  17  agreed  to 

Res.  18;  Moved,  "That  this  House  doth 
agree  with  the  Committee  in  the  ^aid  llesoiu- 
lion,"  1785  :  after  short  debate,  Amendt.  to 
leave  out  "  £6.'»l.8<8,"  insert  "£651,815" 
(J/r.  Pickertgill) ;  Question  proposed,  "That 
'  £051.848,'  stand  part  of  the  Kesolution  ;  " 
alter  further  short  debate,  Question  put ; 
A.  110.  N.  17;M.93(D.L.  466)  [1. 10  a.m.] 

Ros.  agreed  to 

Res.  19  ;  after  short  debate,  Res.  agreed  to 

Res.  20  to  22  ngreod  to 

Res.  23  ;  Moved,  "  That  this  Iloase  doth 
agreo  with  tho  Committco  iu  tho  said  Re- 
solution," 1S03 

Amendt.  to  leave  out  "  £6.069,"  insert 
"£5,909"  (Mr,  Sexton)  \  Question  pro- 
posed, <*Tliat  '  £6,069'  stand  part  of  the 
Resolution  ;  "  after  short  debate,  Amendt. 
withdrawn  ;  Res.  agreed  to 

Considered    in    Committee    Sept    7,    1534 — 

Navy  Estimates,  Votes  10,  10a,  8  to  5 
Resolutions  reported  Sept  8,  1770 
First  3  agreed  to 

Ros.  4  ;  after  short  debate.  Res.  agreed  to 
Remaining  Res.  agreed  to 

Considered  in  Committee  Sept  8,  1674 — 
Navy  Estimates  ;  Army  Estimates,  Votes 
6  to  9  ;  11  to  15 ;  17  and  18 ;  and  20  to  20 

SuxnERLAND,  Mr.  A.,  Sutherland 
Supply — Colonial  Local  Revenue,  dtc.  1421 
Public  Education,  Scotland,  1369,  1397 
Fishing  Boats   Act,    1837 — Herring   Fishcrjr, 

732 
Scotland — Emigration — Assisted    Emigration 
from  the  Highlands,  1143,  1647,  1648 
Ijiw  and  Justice — Wrongous  Apprehension 
and  Imprisonment  of  John  Thomson  and 
Duncan  Leitch,  Glasgow,  913 

Sutherland,  Mr.  T.,  Qreenock 

Egypt — Light  Dues  on  British  Shipping,  731 
SwETENUAM,  Mr.  E.,  Carnarvon^  Sfc, 

Wales  —  Tithe  Agitation  —  Attack  on  tho 
Residence  of  tho  Rev.  Canon  Browne,  Bod- 
fair,  270 

Swinburne,  Sir  J.,  Stafford  shire  y  Lichfield 
Labourers'    Allotments,    Comm.   cL   6,    221  ; 
Amendt.  224 

Talbot,  Mr.  J.  G.,  Oxford  University 

Tithe  —  Commutation  and  Kedemption — A 
Royal  Commission  —  Collection  of  Tithe 
Rent-Charge,  1669 

T  anner,  Dr.  0.  K.,   Cork  Co.,  Mid 
Admiralty— Dockyards — Discharge  of  Work- 
men at  Dovonport  Dockyard,  1357 
Flying  Squadron  —  II  M.S.    •'  Revenge,** 
466 

[coni. 


Taitnib,  Dr.  C.  K. — cont. 

Army  (Auiiliary   Forces) — Cork  Militia  Ar. 

tiilery — Paucity  of  Officers,  455 
Asia  (Central) — Delimitation   of  the  Afj^haa 

Frontier,  1664 
Bulgaria,  920 ; — Mission  of  General  Emrotk 

toSophia,  1072, 1348 
Deeds  of  Arrangement  (Xo.  2),  Comm.  1326  ; 
Motion  for  reporting  Progress,  1327:  f/.8, 
1516 
Ireland — Questions 

Cork  City  Corporation  and  the  Local  Go' 

vernment  Board,  729,  730,  731 
Crime  and  Outrage — As^anlt  by  Mistake 
in  Cork  City,  1133,  1131 :— DUturbancei 
at  Ballinasloe,  1663 
Irish  Reproductive  Loan  Fand^-Refasal  of 
Loans  to  Fishermen  in  Ballycotton,  Co. 
Cork,  1135 
Magistracy—  Riverstown  (Co.  Cork)  E'etty 

Sessions  Clerk,  270 
Piers   and  Harbours  —  Ballycotton   Har- 
bour, 1662 
Ireland — Post  Office— Questions 

Cork   and  Macroom   Railway  Company— 
Contract  for  Conveyance  of  Mails,  1310 
Greenwich  Time  Gun  at  Cork,  1663 
Postal  Communication  between  Macroom 
and  Cork,  454 

liabourers'   Allotments.    Comm.   d.  13,  215, 

246,  248;  Consid.  add,  cL  1291 
Local  Government  Boundaries,  3R.  427,  438 
Merchant    Shipping    ( Miscellaneoas),  Comm. 

eL  7,  1519  ;  f/.  8,  1520 
Morocco — Slave  Trade.  1613 
Navy  Estimates— Admiralty  Office,   ATicnit. 
1602,  1606.  1607 
Coast   Guard    Service  and   Royal    Navnl 

Ilesorves.  Ac.  1609,  1612,  1613,  1015 
Extra  Estimate   for  Services  not  Naval, 

1706,  1707,  170S 
Medicines  and  Medical  Stores,  1674, 1673, 

1676,  1677.  1678 
Military  Pensions  and  Allowances.  1702 
Miscellaneous  Services,  1670,  1633 
Naval  Stores,  1573,  1575,  1577 
New   Works,   Buildings,   Ac.  1616,   1620, 
1621 ;  Amendt.  1622 
Sheriff*  (Consolidation),  Comro.  1330 
Southern  Pacific — Samoa,  1078 
Supply — Chief  Secretary  to  the   Lord  Lien- 
ten-nnt  of  Ireland,  551, 552,  053 
Civil  Contingencies  Fund,  1497,  1490 
Colonial  Local  Revcnao,  Ac.  AmendL  1406, 

U03 
Commissioners  of  National  Edacation  ia 

Ireland,  1262,  1266,  1267 
Constabulary  Force,  Ireland,  832,  406,  412 
County  Court  Officers,  die.  Ireland,  II6I1 

1165 
Court   of    Bankruptcy   in   Ireland,    1021, 

1025,  1026 
Criminal  Prosecutions,  dec.  in  Ireland,  951, 

056 
Dundrum  Criminal  Lunatic  Asylum,  880 
Local  Government  Board  in  Ireland,  4c. 

799,  800,  809,  830.  811,843,  849 
Lord  Lieatenant  of  Ireland,  Officers  and 

Attendants,  dso.  491,  490,  503,  508 
Miscellaneous  Expenses,  1481,  1485 
Public  Buildings,  Ireland,  805.  800 
Public  Works  Office,  Ireland,  859,  874 

[ewU, 
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Tajtiiib,  Dr.  C.  K.~H}ont. 

Queen's  Colleges,  Ireland,  1369,  1370 
Ro?al  Universitjr  (Ireland)  Buildings,  1370, 

1271 
Viotoria  University,  1403 

Theatres — Official    Surveys — Burning  of    the 

Eieter  Theatre,  1361 
Tramways  (War   Department),  Comai.   439  ; 

el.  4,  634 
tJnited   States — Seixure   of    British    Fishing 

Vessels  in  Behring's  Straits,  1131 
War  Office  —  Regimental    Bands    at    Public 

Meetings,  l?5l 


Teehnical  Schools  (Scotland)  Bill 

{l%e  Lord  Advoeatf^   Mr.  Solicitor  General  for 
Scotland f  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell) 

e.  Committee— R. p.  Ah^jI  29,  4?9         [Bill  353] 
Committee— R.  p.  Sept  5,  1333 

Question,  Mr.  Mason ;  Answer,  The  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  (Mr.  W.  II.  Smith) 
Sept  7,  1623 

Committee;  Report  Sept  8, 1817 

Tbmple,  Sir  B.,  Worcester ^  JSvesham 
Coal   Mines,   6lo.   Regulation,  Consid.  el,  il, 

Amendt.  1113,  1113 
Criminal    Law — Confession   of  Israel    Lipski, 

1071 
Prisons  (England  and  Wales) — Lady  Visitors 

to  Female  Prisoners,  1654 
Supply— Customs,  1487 
Report,  1783 

Temporary  Dwellings  (re-eommitud)  Bill 

{Mr.  Elton,  Mr.  hurt,  Mr.  Caine,  Mr.  Matthew 

Kenny,  Colonel  Making) 
e.  BiU  withdrawn  •  Sept  8  [Bill  370] 

TCkames  Conservaney  Board,  The — Repre- 

tentation  in  this  House 
Question,  Mr.  Gedge  ;  Answer,  The  Secretary 
to  the    Board  of  Trade  (Baron  Ucnry  De 
Worms)  Sept  8,  1651 

Theatres  —  Official   Surveys — Burning  of 

the  Exeter  Theatre 

Qnestions,   Sir  John   Puleston,   Dr.   Tanner ; 

Answers,   The   Secretary  of  State  for  the 

Home  Department   (Mr.  Matthews)  Sept  6, 

1860 

Tithe 

Commutation  and  Redemption  of  Tithe-^A 
Royal  Commission  —  Collection  of  Tithe 
Rent'Charge,  Questions,  Mr.  II.  Gardner, 
Kr.  J.  6.  Talhot  :  Answers,  The  First  Lord 
of  tbo  Treasury  (Mr.  W.  II.  Smith)  Sept  8, 
1««9 

Tiiks  Commutation  Acts -^Incidence  of  Charge, 
Question,  Mr.  Howell ;  Answer,  The  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  (Mr.  W.  U.  Smith) 
Sept  e,  1859 


ToMLiNsoN,  Mr.  W.  B.  M.,  Preston 

Coal   Mines,  &o.  Regulation,  Consid.  add.  eh 
1086;  el.  13,  1102;  el.  24,  Amendt.  1108, 
1109;    (/.  34,   Amendt.  i6.  ;    e'.  40,  1119; 
Amendt.  1120;  si.  2>,  Amendt.  1133 
Lahourers'  Allotments,  Consid.  add.  el.  1284 
Parliament — Course  of  Business,  749 

Trade  and  Commerce — The  Treaty  of  Com' 

merce  with   Spain — An  Arbitration 

Clause 

Question,    Mr.    Samuelson  ;      Answer,    The 

Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs 

(Sir  James  Fergusson)  Aug  80,  447 

Tramways  and  Fablic  Companies  (Ire- 
land) Acts  Amendment  Bill 

{Colonel  Xolan,  Mr.  James  O'Brien,  Mr.  Foley ^ 

Mr.  Shcehy) 

e.  Order  for  Committee  read  ;  Moved,"  That  Mr* 
Speaker  do  now  leave  the  Chair  "  Aug  21, 
231  ;  Moved,  "  That  the  Question  be  now 
put "  (Mr.  J.  F.  X.  O'Brien) ;  Question 
put  accordingly  ;  A.  80,  N.  13;  M.  67  (D.  L 
430)    [5.40  P.M.]  [Bill  252] 

The  Question  was  not  decided  in  the  aflBrma- 
tive,  because  it  was  not  supported  by  the 
majority  prescribed  by  the  Standing  Order 
of  the  ISih  Mnrch,  1887 

Original  Question  again  proposed  ;  Debate 
adjourned 

Tramways  (War  Department)  Bill 

(Mr.  Northeote,  Mr.  Edward  Stanhope,  Mr, 

Broiriek) 

e.  Order  read,  for  resuming  Adjourned    Debate 
on    Question    [3rd    August],    "  That    Mr. 
Speaker  do  now  leave  the  Chair ;  Question 
again  proposed  ;   Debate  resuaiol   Auj  29, 
439  [Bill  246] 

Moved,  "  That  the  Debate  be  now  adjourned  " 
{Mr.  M.  J,  Kenny)  ;  after  short  debate, 
Question  put  ;  A.  20,  N.  63  ;  M.  43  (D.L. 
434)  [3.40  A.M.] 

Original  Question  again  proposed,  441  ;  Moved, 
*'That  this  House  do  now  adjourn"  [Mr. 
Dillwyn) ;  Motion  withdrawn  ;  Debate  ad- 
journed 

Debate  resumed  Aug  30,  631  ;  Question  put, 
and  agreed  to  :  Committee  ;  Report 

Considered  •  ;  read  3"  Sept  1 
/.  Read  1*  •  {L.  ffarnt)  Sept  6         (No.  255) 

Read  2«  •  Sept  7 

Committee ;  Report  Sept  8,  1634 

Treasury —First  Lord  {see  S^ith,  Bight 
Hon.  W.  H.) 

Treasury — Secretary  to  {sei  Jaoesoit, 
Mr.  W.  L.) 

Trbvelyan,   Eight    Hon.    Sir   G.    0., 
Glasgow,  Bridgeton 
Irish  National  League  (Special  ProoUmition), 
Motion  for  an  AddreM,  33,  S5,  99  ** 
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Trinidad  and  Tobago  Bill  [h.l.] 

(Sir  Benry  Holland) 

0.  Committee  *  ;  Report  Aug  :i\       [Bill  368] 
Considered  •  ;  read  3*  Sept  1 

Truck  Bill     (The  Lord  Macnaghten) 

1.  Commons'  Amendts.  to  one  of   the   Lords' 

Amendts.,  and  Reasons  for  disagreeing  to 
certain  of  tlio  Ldrds'  Amendts.,  and  Com- 
mons' consequential  Amendt.  considered 
Sepi  7,  1633  (No.  179) 

Commons'  Amendts.  agreed  to  ;  certain  of  the 
Amendts.  to  ^Mch  the  Commons  have  dis< 
agreed  not  insisted  on ;  some  insisted  on, 
and  a  consequential  Amendt.  made  to  tlie 
Bill  ;  a  Committee  appointed  to  prepare 
Reasons  to  bo  offered  to  the  Commons  for 
the  Lords  insisting  on  certain  of  their 
Amendts.  ;  the  Committee  to  meet  forthwith 

Report  from  the  Committee  of  the  Reasons  to 
bo  offered  to  the  Commons  for  the  Lords 
insisting  on  certain  of  their  Amendts.;  read, 
and  agreed  to ;  and  a  messago  sent  to  the 
Commons  to  return  the  said  Bill  with  an 
Amendt.  and  Reasons 


Truck  Bill— The  Wage  Claua.a 

Questions,  Mr.  Bradiaugh,  Mr.  Sexton  ;  An- 
swers, The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasur/  (Mr. 
W.  n.  Smith)  ^ept  8,  1673 


Trustee  Savings  Banks  Bill 

(The  Lord  Elphimtone) 

L  Report  ♦  Aug  26 
Read  3*  •  Aug  30 


(No.  245) 
(No.  260) 


TuTTE,  Mr.  J.,  Westmeathy  N. 

Ireland  -•  Questions 

Criminal  Law  and  Procedure  Act,  1887— 

Prosecution  of  Mr.  John    Ilaydtn,  010, 

1U6 
Horso  Breeding — Winners  at    tho    Rojal 

Dublin  Society's  Show,  1355 
Magistracy— Major  Traill,  R.M.  11,  12,  13 
Post   Offioo — Day    Mails    from    Drumsna, 

1356 

Supply — Commissioners  of  National  Education 

in  Ireland,  1248 
County  Court  Officers,  dec.  in  Ireland,  1100, 

1211 
Criminal  Prosecutions,  &o.  in  Ireland,  077, 

078,  070,  086  ;  Amendt.  007. 1004,  1000 
Local  Government  Board   in   Ireland,  &e. 

708 
Public  Buildings,  Ireland,  806 

War  Office — Army  Pensions— Royal  Warrants, 
1881-2,  454 

Tyler,  Sir  H.  W.,  Great  Yannouth 
Dominion  ot  Canada — Manitoba  Railway,  273 

Ulster  Canal   and  Tyrone    Navigation 

Bill  [Mr.  Jtic\soH,  ColoHtl 

King 'Har man f  Sir  Uerhfrt  MaxiCtU) 
c.  Bill  withdrawn  •  Sfpt  2  [Bill  313] 


United  Stattt 

Pauper  Emigrants  from  Ireland,  Qaestioni, 
Mr.  T.  M.  iloaly  ;  Answers,  The  Under  Sfr 
cretary  of  Stato  for  Foreign  Affaira  (Sii 
James  Fergusson)  Sept  2,  016 

Refusal  of  Destitute  Aliens,  Qaeition,  Captaii 
Colomb  ;  Answer,  Tho  Secretary  to  th 
Board  of  Trade  ( Baron  Henry  De  Wormi 
Sept  6,  1336  [See  title  Emigration] 

Seizure  of  British  Fishing  Vessels  in  ISehring 
Straits t  Question,  Dr.  Tanner ;  Anawei 
Tho  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Furei^ 
Affairs  (Sir  James  Forgassonj  Sept  5,  lldt 

[See  title  Canada\ 

Vacant  Oroonds  (Nuisances  Freventioi 

Bill  (Mr.  Lawson,  Mr.  Hnn 

Mr.  Mowell,  Mr.  James  Sowlands) 

c.  Ordered  ;  read  1*»  •  Sept  5  [Bill  338] 

Read  2°  Sept  8,  1842 

Venezuela —  Outrages  on  British   Suhjeci 

and  Shipping — TAe  **  Senrietta^^  an 

^^  Josephine  ^^ 

Question,  Mr.  Kimber ;  Answer,  The  Und*! 

Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  (Si 

James  Fergusson)  Sept  8,  1661 

ViNOENT,  Mr.  C.  E.  H.,  Sheffield,  Cenin 
Asia    (Central) — Afghaniitan — Anglo^Rossia 
Boundary  Treaty,  409 

Wales 

Fisheries — Harbours  of  Befiigs  on  the  Welt 
Coast,  Question,  Mr.  T.  E.  EUis;  Answe 
The  Secretary  to  the  Boarri  ofTRido  (Bare 
Henry  Do  Worms)  Sept  ],  748 

Inter inediatt  Edueatiott — LsgisUtion,  Quea 
tion,  Mr.  T.  K.  Ellis  ;  Answer,  The  Fin 
Lord  0^  the  Treasury  (Mr.  W.  H.  Smitl 
Aug  26,  27 

Tub  Tiths  AoiTiTiosf 

Attack  on  thf  Residence  of  ike  Rev.  Cant 
Browne,  Rodfair,  Question,  Mr.  Sveter 
ham  ;  Answer,  The  Secretary  of  State  U 
the  Home  Department  (Mr.  Matthew: 
Aug  29,  270  ;  Question,  Mr.  T.  E.  E11i< 
Answer,  The  Secretary  of  State  for  tl 
Homo  Department  (Mr.  Matthews)  Aug  3 
461 

The  Report  of  the  Commissioner,  Qoestion 
Mr.  Byron  Reed,  Mr.  T.  E.  Ellis  ;  Answei 
The  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Uome  Dapar 
ment  (Mr.  Matthews)  i4ii^30, 453  ; — Ooter 
mcnt  Publications  in  the  IVelsh  I^tMngua^ 
Question,  Mr.  T.  E.  Ellis ;  Answer,  Tl 
i>ccretary  of  State  for  the  llonno  Deptr 
ment  (Mr.  .Matthews)  Aug  30,  461 

War  Department — see  Army 

War  Departsient — Secretary  of  Sta 
[see  Stanhope,  Eight  Hon.  £.} 

War  Department — Under  Secretary 
State  {see  Harrfs,  Lord) 
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Wab  Depaktment — Financial  Secretary 
(«wBbodbiok,  Hon.W;  St.  J.  F.) 

Watkin,  Sir  E.  W.,  Hythe 

Imperial    Defences — Bermuda    and     Halifax, 

468 
War  Office  (Adjutant  General's  Department) — 

Regimental   Bands  at   Political    Meetings, 

1127 

Watt,  Mr.  H.,  Glasgow,  Camlachis 

Civil  List  Pensions— Mr.  Mongredien  and  Mr. 
Richard  Jeflferies,  263 
'  Railways — State  Acquisition  of  Trunk  Lines, 
004 
Re?enae — Review  of  Taxation,  469 

WA  T8  AND  MEANS     ( Queitionn) 
Excise 

AduUwation  of  Food  and  Drink — Law  in 
Foreign  Countries,  Question,  Mr.  Kimber; 
Answer,  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
(Mr.  Gosoheo)  Aug  29,  254 

Mr.  Foley,  Lessee  of  the  Cork  Oastom  House, 
Question,  Mr.  Sexton ;  Answer,  The  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  (Mr.  Goscben) 
Aug  29,  265 

Seisure  of  Tobacco  on  Board  the  *'  City  of 
Bristol "  ai  Belfast,  Question,  Mr.  Sexton  ; 
Answer,  The  Secretar/  to  the  Treasury  (Mr. 
Jackson)  8ept  6, 1344 

The  Tobaeeo  Duties — Exesss  of  Moisture, 
Questions,  Mr.  Nolan,  Mr.  Sexton  ;  Answers, 
The  Chanoellor  of  the  Exchequer  (Mr. 
Goscben)  Sept  8, 1650 

Inland  Revenue  Department — Assistants  of 
Btteise,  Question,  Mr.  Sexton  ;  Answer,  The 
Chanoellor  of  the  Exchequer  (Mr.  Goscben) 
Sept  8, 1653 

The  Revenue — Review  of  Taxation,  Question. 
Mr.  Watt;  Answer,  The  First  Lerd  of 
the  Treasury  (Mr.  W.  U.  Smith)  Aug  30, 
469 

WAYS  AND  MJEANS 

Order  for  Committee  read ;  Moved,  "  That 
this  House  will,  upon  Monday  next,  resolve 
itself  into  the  said  Committee  "  Aug  26,  152  \ 
Moved,  "  That  this  House  do  now  adjourn  '' 
(Mr.  Henry  H.  Fowler) ;  after  short  debate. 
Motion  withdrawn 

Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to 

WATS  AND  MEANS 

Moved,  "  That,  towards  making  good  the 
Supply  granted  to  Her  Majesty  for  the 
service  of  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of 
March  1888,  the  sum  of  £34,242,209  be 
granted  out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund  of  the 
United  Kingdom  "  Sept  8, 1769  ;  aOer  short 
debate,  Qaestion  pat,  and  agreed  to 

Rfs.  reported  Sept  9 

Wbbstsb,  Sir  E.  E.  (Attorney  General), 

lih  of  Wight 
Bankmptcy  (Disoharge  and  Closare),  2R.  429  ; 
Oomm.  el.  5,  Amendt.  1517 

VOL.  OOOXX     [thibD  series.]     [eont. 


Webster,  Sir  R.  E. — eont. 

Charity  Commissioners  (Officers),  Comm.  628 ; 
el.  2,  629,  630,  634;  cl.  5.  t^.;  Consid. 
add.  el  1067,  1070 

Church  of  England — Pew  Rents  of  Ironbridge, 
28 

Deeds  of  Arrangement  (No.  2),  Comm.  1327 ; 
el.  8,  1515,  1510;  el.  9,  1517 

Irish  National  League  (Special  Proclamation), 
Motion  for  an  Address,  52,  55,  59,  61,  62, 
66,  103 

Labourers'  Allotments,  Comm.  el,  5, 177i  179  ; 
el.  6.  210,  211,  230;  el.  7,  237.  239,  240  ; 
el.  9,  241  ;  Consid.  add.  el.  1295,  1308 ; 
el.  2,  1315,  1316,  1318,  1319  ;  el.  3,  1321 

Law  and  Justice  (England  and  Wales) — Pro- 
secution Expenses  Act — Expenses  of  Wit- 
nesses in  Criminal  Cases,  456,  457 

Law  of  Evidence  Amendment,  2R.  428 

Merchant  Shipping  (Miscellaneous),  Comm. 
el.  7,  1519  ;  cl.  8,  t*. 

Sheriffs  (Consolidation),  Comm.  1328 

Supply — Criminal  Prosecutions,  &o,  in  Ire- 
land, 999 

Webster,  Mr.  R.  G.,  St.  Paneroi,  E. 

Agricultural  Department  of  the  Privy  Council 

— Injurious  Insects  Act — Colorado  Beetle, 

721 
China  and  France^New  Commercial  Treaty 

—  Port  of  Nan-Ning.  254 
Fires  (Metropolis) — Fire  at  Whiteley*8 — Gas 

Pipes,  26 
Immigration  of  Destitute  Aliens,  1836,  1336 
Supply — Colonial   Local    Revenue,  6te.  1421, 

1427,  1428 
War  Office — Mobilisation  Scheme — Allocation 

of  the  Artillery  Corps,  447 

Williams,  Mr.  A.  J.,  Glamorgan^  S. 
Coal  Mines,  ho.  Regulation,  Consid.  el.  40, 
1115 

WnrcHiLSEA  AND  NoTTiNQHAM,  Earl  of 

Labourers'  Allotments,  Comm.  1633 

WnTTEBBOTHAMy  Mr.  A.  B.,  OhucMter, 
Cirencester 
Labourers*    Allotments,  Comm.  el.    S,   179 ; 
el.  6,  226 ;   Consid.  add.  el.  1297  ;  el,  2, 
1314 

WoLMEB,  Yisoount,  JSants,  Petersfisld 
Labourers*    Allotments,    Comm.  el.  6,  218 ; 
el.  7,  Amendt.  232,  233 

Women'*  Suffrage  BiU^-A  Point  of  Order 

Question,  Lord  Denman ;  Answer,  The  Prime 

Minister  and  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 

Affairs  (The  Marquess  of  Salisbury)  Atsg  26, 3 

Women's  Soffrage  (Ho.  2)  Bill  [u.l.] 

{The  Lord  Denman) 

I.  Moved,  '<That  the  Bill  be  now  road  2*** 
Aug  30, 442  ;  a  Qaei tion  being  stated  there- 
upon, the  Qaestion  was  put,  Whether  (he 
said  Qaestion  shall  be  now  pat  f  Retolved 
in  the  negative  ;  short  debate  thereon 

(No.  5) 
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WomerCi  Suffrage  (Ko,,2)  Bill — oonl. 

Moved.  *'  That  the  Bill  be  not  further  inserted 
in  the  list  of  Bills  in  progress  printed  with 
the  Minates  of  this  House"  {Tlie  Luke  of 
Buckingham  and  Chandos)  Sept  8,  1035  ; 
after  short  debate,  Motion  agreed  to 

Wood  ALL,  Mr.  W.,  Banley 

Armjr  Estimates— War  Office,  1714. 1724,  1730 
Coal  Mines,  6ic,   Regulation,   Consid.   cl.  49, 

Amendt.  1115,  1118;  cU  25,  Amondt.  1124 
Navy  Estimates — Extra  Estimate  for  Seryices 

not  Naval,  1706 
Tost  Office— Oircular  Post,  1132 
Technical  Schools  (Scotland),  Comm.  e/.  11, 

1828,  1820 


Works — ^Firat  Commissioner  («««  Flub 
KET,  Bight  Hon.  D.  B.) 

WoRTLBY,  Mr.  O.   B.  Stuart-  (Undi 

Secretary  of   State  for  the  Hon 

Department),  Sheffield ^  SaUam 

Goal  Mines,  Ao.  Regulation,  Consid.  add.i 
1086 

Law  and  Justice— Middlewioh  (Cheshire)  Pet 
Sessions  —  Sentenoo  on  John  M'CocTec 
1123 

Licensing  Acts — WorkiDgton  Licencing  Magi 
tnites,  1140 


p]ND  OF  VOLUME   GOOXX.,    AND  ELEVENTH    VOLUME 

OF    SESSION    1887. 
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